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1993  was  a  good  year  for  UM  churches  in  state 
unity,  renewal  and  change  were  in  the  air 


Louisiana  United  Methodists  had 
an  absorbing,  exhilarating  1993, 
both  in  the  local  church  and  in  the 
Conference. 

The  winds  of  change  and  renewal 
were  blowing  as  members  saw  the 
urgent  need  to  reach  out  in  new 
ways  of  ministry  to  an  ever-chang¬ 
ing  society,  to  attract  younger  gen¬ 
erations,  to  be  more  serving  and  to 
create  an  environment  of  healthy 
growth  in  ministry  and  in  Christian 
discipleship  as  Louisiana  United 
Methodists. 

Because  we  love  God’s  church  so 
much,  we  were  eager  to  sacrifice  — 
make  alterations  or  even  undergo 
complete  transformations  —  what¬ 
ever  was  necessary  to  pass  on  the 
faith  of  the  church  for  our  children 
and  their  children. 

Making  a  comeback 

National  magazines  and  other 
media  kept  pounding  out  articles 
about  the  losses  mainline  churches 
had  suffered,  the  UM  church  less 
than  others.  We  have  made  a  no¬ 
ticeable  comeback  in  recent  years. 

In  Louisiana,  Conference-spon¬ 
sored  training  sessions  and  work¬ 
shops  helped  churches  to 
accomplish  many  of  the  tasks  they 
had  set  for  themselves. 

There  was  a  resurgence  of  vigor 
and  enthusiasm  evident  in  the  city, 
town  and  country  churches,  both 
large  and  small.  The  Holy  Spirit 
symbolized  by  the  UM  flame  with 
the  cross  truly  moved  across  the 
parishes  and  brought  new  hope  and 
a  “we  can  do  it  with  God’s  help” 
spirit. 

Churches  were  refurbished  and 
signs  erected  to  direct  people  to  ser¬ 
vices. 

Young  families 

Congregations  with  few  children 
searched  out,  invited  and  welcomed 
young  families  to  join  and  received 
blessings  from  their  presence. 
Church  members  started  new  proj¬ 
ects  to  serve  their  neighborhoods. 
Caring  for  our  brothers  and  sisters 
in  the  Midwest,  volunteers  went  to 
help  clean  up  after  the  floods. 

In  Louisiana,  a  new  church  was 

New  Orleans  area 
members  bid  to 
Saturday  service 

As  a  result  of  “seeds  sown”  at  the 
Effective  Worship  Seminar  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  in  the  fall,  worship  and 
VISION  2000  committees  of  Hara- 
han  UMC  will  begin  a  weekly  Satur¬ 
day  service  for  “the  people  called 
.United  Methodist”  in  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  area  on  Jan.  15. 

Harahan  is  located  at  6500 
Jefferson  Highway  between  Me¬ 
tairie  and  Kenner  in  Jefferson  Par¬ 
ish.  The  service  is  set  for  5  p.m.  in 
the  sanctuary  of  Harahan  UMC. 

Rev.  Bob  Bengston,  pastor,  said, 
“With  current  employment  prac¬ 
tices,  many  persons  are  required  to 
be  ‘on  the  job’  on  Sundays  so  the 
Saturday  worship  time  has  appeal. 
The  format  of  the  service  will  de¬ 
pend  on  the  response  of  partici¬ 
pants.  The  service  will  NOT  replace 
or  displace  the  regular  church 
school  or  worship  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ings. 

Letters  have  been  sent  to  area 
UM  church  ministers  asking  them 
to  invite  their  members. 


started  and  churches  started  last 
quadrennium  held  groundbreaking 
ceremonies  for  their  new  buildings. 

Louisiana  Conference  had  re¬ 
solved  to  build  a  Conference  Center 
for  retreats,  meetings,  planning  and 
recreation  in  a  natural  setting  in  the 
center  of  our  state. 

Early  in  the  year,  a  campaign  to 
raise  funds  to  make  the  dream  a  re¬ 
ality  got  rolling.  Before  the  drive 
was  over,  six  months  later,  the  cam¬ 
paign  had  touched  every  church  in 
the  Conference. 

With  the  assurance  of  trust  and 
hope,  the  goal  was  surpassed. 

Unity  of  purpose 

The  project  served  to  unify  us  in 


a  common  cause.  The  positive  spirit 
resulting  from  that  successful  proj¬ 
ect  in  which  we  all  worked  together 
made  us  realize  there  is  no  limit  to 
what  can  be  accomplished  in  God’s 
name  with  his  people  drawing  to¬ 
gether. 

That  up-beat  attitude  permeated 
Louisiana  Methodism  throughout 
the  year. 

Judge  Carl  Stewart,  our  charge 
lay  leader,  called  it  a  "new  spirit  of 
unity.”  Bishop  William  Oden  said 
the  campaign  was  a  journey  in 
“imagineering,”  meaning  dreams 
and  visioned  images  were  being  en¬ 
gineered  into  reality. 

It  was  a  very  good  year! 


Two  pastors  write  devotionals 
for  national  UM  publications 


Two  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
ministers  have  written  recent  series 
of  devotionals  being  read  and  used 
by  United  Methodists  everywhere. 

The  United  Methodist  devotional 
book  entitled,  The  Upper  Room 
1994  Disciplines  released  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  includes  material  by  Rev.  Deb¬ 
orah  Lynn  Drash,  pastor  of 
First, Thibodaux  and  Vacherie 
UMC  Charge.  Her  devotionals  are 
for  the  week  of  Sept.  25-Oct.  2, 
1994,  which  includes  World  Com¬ 
munion  Sunday. 

The  Upper  Room  1993  Disci¬ 
plines  featured  devotionals  by  Dr. 
Charles  B.  Simmons,  senior  pastor 
or  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

Both  the  1993  and  1994  books 
are  available  by  writing  the  Upper 
Room  Publishers,  P.  O.  Box  189, 
NasEviiie,  Tenn.,  37202,  or  phon¬ 
ing,  (615)  340-7284.  The  price  is 
$6.95  each  or  $5.91  or  10  or  more. 

Both  books  may  be  used  for  more 


Rev.  Deborah  Drash  Dr.  Charles  Simmons 

than  just  private  home  devotional 
readings.  Each  series  includes  useful 
exegetical  Lectionary  material, 
teachings,  Bible  study  and  sermon 
preparation  plus  techniques  for  nur¬ 
turing  one’s  spiritual  life. 

Both  Drash  and  Simmons  have 
written  articles  and  sermons  for 
other  national  religious  publica¬ 
tions  and  both  write  regular  col¬ 
umns  in  community  newspapers. 
Hers  appears  in  the  Daily  Comet  in 
Thibodaux  and  his  in  Southeast 
News  in  Baton  Rouge. 


Resource  Center  lists  new  videos 


The  Conference  Resource  Center 
has  some  new  videos  for  use  in  local 
churches.  A  church  may  become  a 
member,  eligible  to  check  out  vid¬ 
eos  and  films,  by  contacting  Judy 
Brewer,  Resource  Center  director, 
(504)  346-1646,  and  paying  a  fee. 
Her  hours  are  Monday,  Wednesday 
and  Friday  from  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 
Requests  for  the  resources  may  be 
made  during  those  hours. 

Among  new  video's  are  several 
from  the  National  Conference  on 
“Black  Men  in  Crisis.”  The  tapes 
are  resources  to  share  the  confer¬ 
ence  with  black  boys,  men  and  fam¬ 
ilies  in  particular. 

Available  are:  a  talk  by  Bishop 
Alfred  L.  Norris;  “Peace  With  Jus¬ 


tice,”  Judge  Carl  E.  Stewart  and 
Judge  Jon  Gray;  “Family  Values 
and  Relationships,”  Dr.  Carolyn  F. 
Johnson;  “Racism  in  Church,  Com¬ 
munity  and  Workplace,”  Barbara 
Thompson;  “Employment,  Employ- 
ability  and  Joblessness,”  Dr.  Troy 
Coleman,  and  “Christian  Faith  and 
Spirituality,”  Rodney  T.  Smothers. 

For  youth,  an  hour-long  video  is 
titled,  “AIDS  Among  Teens.”  The 
fastest  growing  segment  of  AIDS 
cases  in  the  U.  S.  is  heterosexual 
young  people  who  are  sexually  ac¬ 
tive. 

The  video  answers  the  questions: 
What  is  AIDS?  Where  did  it  come 
from?  How  do  I  get  it?  What  are  the 
facts? 


On  the  youth  trip,  this  young 
person,  Jessica  Tillman  of 
Monroe,  was  interested  in  Till¬ 
man  Chapel  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  Building  in 
New  York  City. 


1994  gives  365  new  beginnings 
to  find  God  and  to  keep  faith 


Louisiana  Conference  is  replete 
with  picturesque,  landmark 
churches  like  the  one  above, 
Waldheim  UMC  in  North  Shore 
District.  The  pastor  is  Rev.  Percy 
M.  Frazier. 


Around 

the  Conference 

Joanne  Lyles  White,  a  member  of 
First  UMC,  Alexandria,  was  hon¬ 
ored  with  the  “Spirit  of  Giving” 
Award  presented  by  the  YWCA  of 
Alexandria  at  a  banquet  in  Decem¬ 
ber.  She  is  a  leader  in  community 
improvement  events  in  Central 
Louisiana,  in  UM  Conference  and 
local  church  activities,  along  with 
her  husband,  Paul. 


Fran  Bussie,  a  member  of  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  was  recipient 
of  the  Eleanor  Roosevelt  Humani¬ 
tarian  Award  presented  by  the  na¬ 
tion  of  Israel.  She  was  honored  at  a 
banquet  Dec.  5  in  the  Hilton  Hotel, 
Baton  Rouge.  A  participant  in  com¬ 
munity  betterment  and  statewide 
political  events,  she  also  is  an  active 
church  member  along  with  her  hus¬ 
band,  Victor. 

*  *  * 

The  youth  of  St.  Matthew’s 
UMC,  Metairie,  prepared  1994  cal¬ 
endars  with  many  birthdays  and  an- 
niversaries  of  church  members. 
Also  included  are  drawings  by  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth.  The  calendars  were 
sold  after  worship  services.  Pro¬ 
ceeds  will  benefit  the  youth’s  sum¬ 
mer  mission  trips. 


So  a  new  year  has  begun.  What 
1994  will  bring  to  us  individually, 
as  a  Conference  and  as  a  world,  has 
yet  to  be  seen.  As  Christians,  we 
join  together  with  1,993  years  of 
other  followers  of  Christ  who  have 
faced  the  future  in  confidence  with 
the  true  and  sure  knowledge  that 
God  is  with  us  and  will  lead  our 
paths  toward  righteousness  and 
peace. 

The  great  theologian,  Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer,  gave  good  advice  to  the 
seminarians  who  were  part  of  the 
religious  community  of  Firken- 
wolde  in  Germany  in  1936.  In  his 
Instruction  on  Meditation  he  wrote: 

Each  morning  is  a  new  begin¬ 
ning  of  our  life.  Each  day  is  a  fin¬ 
ished  whole.  The  present  day 
marks  the  boundary  of  our  cares 
and  concerns.  (Matthew  6:34, 
James  4:14). 

It  is  long  enough  to  find  God 
or  to  lose  God,  to  keep  faith  or 
fall  into  disgrace.  God  created 
day  and  night  for  us  so  we  need 
not  wander  without  boundaries, 
but  may  be  able  to  see  every 
morning  the  goal  of  the  evening 
ahead.  Just  as  the  ancient  sun 


rises  anew  every  day,  so  the  eter¬ 
nal  mercy  of  God  is  new  every 
morning  (Lamentations  3:23). 
Every  morning  God  gives  us  the 
gift  of  comprehending  anew  his 
faithfulness  of  old;  thus,  in  the 
midst  of  our  life  with  God,  we 
may  daily  begin  a  new  life  with 
him. 

May  1994  be  filled  with  365  days 
of  new  beginnings,  and  may  we  all 
begin  daily  a  new  life  with  God, 
through  Christ. 

Dr.  Don  Cottrill 


Begin  the  year 
with  God 

Two  'quiet,  good  citizens/  who  started 
with  a  Dairy  Queen,  give  $1.5  million 
to  Centenary  and  Children's  Home 


A  man  and  a  woman  described  as 
“quiet,  good  citizens,”  who  started 
their  business  with  a  west  Shreve¬ 
port  Dairy  Queen,  have  left  half  of 
their  $1 .5  million  estate  to  Centena¬ 
ry  College  and  the  other  half  to  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Rus- 
ton. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  “Rudy”  Linco 
were  a  hard-working  couple  and  al¬ 
ways  active  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  reports  Austin 
Robertson  Jr.,  the  Lincos’  long-time 
friend  and  CPA. 

From  Amish  country 

When  the  Lincos  first  moved  to 
Shreveport  from  the  Amish  farm¬ 
lands  in  Pennsylvania,  they  became 
close  friends  of  the  Robertsons.  The 
Lincos,  who  had  no  children  of 
their  own,  were  always  included  in 
the  holiday  celebrations  at  the  Rob¬ 
ertsons’  home. 


We  came,  we  saw  and  we  zonked  out.  Conference  teens  and  lead¬ 
ers  oil  the  Washington-New  York  Thanksgiving  trip  visited  many 
sites  in  a  short  period  of  time.  They  rested  and  were  ready  to  start 
again. 


Between  visits  to  the  National  Cathedral,  Radio  City  Music  Hall,  the 
United  Nations  Building,  the  Capitol  Building  and  other  sites, 
youths  and  adults  had  theological  discussions.  FROM  LEFT,  are  Al¬ 
fred  Broussard,  adult  leader,  and  Elton  Hanchett,  both  of  Lake 
Charles,  and  Charla  Scott  of  Alexandria. 


Conference  Calendar 

8  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (northern  half  of 
state)  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

8  VISION  2000  workshop,  Cajun  Dome,  Lafayette,  9:30  a.m. 
to  4  p.m. 

10-13  Audit  Week  for  Districts 

12-16  Forum  ‘94,  Adult  Leaders  with  Youth  National  Gathering, 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

14-16  UMW  Conference  Leadership  Development  Workshop, 
Women's  Division 

14-16  ‘Happening,’  10th-12th  grades,  Tall  Timbers 

1 5  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (northern  half  of 
state),  Trinity  Church,  Ruston 

1 5  License  to  Preach  for  Local  Pastors  (southern  half  of  state), 
St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

1 6  Human  Relations  Day 

17  Forum  for  Adults  in  Youth  Ministry,  National  Meet, 

Atlanta 

18  Shreveport  District  Confirmation  Training,  Centenary 
College,  9  a.m. 

19  Ruston  District  Confirmation  Training,  Caney  Conference 
Center,  1  p.m. 

20  North  Shore  District  Confirmation  Training,  First  UMC, 
Hammond 

21  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board,  First  UMC,  Pineville,  10 
a.m. 

22  Conference  Youth  Serving  Ministries,  First  UMC, 
Alexandria,  10  a.m. 

22  VISION  2000,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  9:30-4  p.m. 

22  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (southern  half  of 
state)  St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

23  UMW  Sunday 

24-25  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Annual  Assembly,  First 
UMC,  Alexandria 

26- 27  Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge 

27- 28  Convocation  of  Boards,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

28  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  3  p.m. 

28- 29  CCYM  Meeting,  St.  Timothy-on-the-North  Shore, 

Mandeville,  8:30  a.m.  on  28th  to  3  p.m.  on  29th 

29  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (northern  half  of 
state)  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

29  License  to  Preach  for  Local  Pastors  (southern  half  of  state), 
St.  Mark  Church,  Baton  Rouge 


When  Robertson  opened  his  CPA 
practice,  Linco  was  one  of  his  first 
clients. 

“He  never  made  a  lot  of  money  at 
any  one  time  —  he  just  kept  it,” 
Robertson  said. 

Apparently  the  couple  did  not 
live  in  an  ostentatious  manner. 
“When  Lincos  died,  he  and  his  wife 
were  living  in  a  house  that  later  sold 
for  $55,000,”  his  friend  said. 

However,  when  added  to  the  oth¬ 
er  property  that  the  Lincos  had  ac¬ 
cumulated,  the  total  value  of  the 
estate  was  over  $1.5  million. 

Use  of  gift 

Centenary  College  will  set  up  two 
endowments:  A  president’s  Fund 
for  Innovation  and  an  endowment 
named  for  the  couple  in  the  Frost 
School  of  Business. 

The  United  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  will  put  its  portion  in  a  per¬ 
manent  endowment  fund  where  1 00 
per  cent  of  the  interest  income  will 
be  used  to  support  the  children 
placed  in  their  care. 

Centenary  College  President 
Kenneth  Schwab  said,  “The  Lincos’ 
magnificent  gifts  to  Centenary  and 
the  Home  will  help  shape  and 
change  the  lives  of  young  people  for 
many  years  to  come.  Their  values 
are  our  values  —  hard  work,  hones¬ 
ty  and  integrity,  service  to  others. 
We  are  proud  to  carry  on  their 
name.” 
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Ado  about  angels 


Echoes  of  a  Christmas  favorite, 
“Angels  We  Have  Heard  on 
High,”  have  ceased  sounding  for 
another  year  in  most  Christian 
churches.  Echoes  of  angels  from 
other  quarters  intrigue  us,  howev¬ 
er.  Consider: 

✓  A  recent  cover  story  in 
“Time”  magazine  focused  on  an¬ 
gels,  as  did  a  major  “Newsweek” 
feature  that  same  week. 

•f  Several  books  on  angels — in¬ 
cluding  at  least  one  on  the  best¬ 
seller  lists — have  been  on  the 
market  over  the  past  year. 

/  Hundreds  at  Washington’s  Na¬ 
tional  [Episcopal]  Cathedral  recently 
were  turned  away  from  a  standing- 
room-only  seminar  on  angels. 

f  A  recent  article  distributed 
by  the  Newhouse  News  Service 
surveyed  the  surge  of  interest  in 
angels.  “Ideas  of  angels  are  every¬ 
where  . . .”  the  article  observed. 

What  in  heaven’s  name  is  going 
on? 

Fortunately,  the  Newhouse  sto¬ 
ry  includes  this  insightful  remark 
by  Peter  Rojcewicz,  folklorist  and 
cultural  critic  at  New  York’s  Juil- 
liard  School: 

“Psychoanalysts  are  beginning 
to  acknowledge  that  the  major  dis¬ 
ease  of  our  century  is  the  loss  of 
the  soul.  When  we  talk  about  an¬ 
gels,  we  see  a  culture  trying  to  de¬ 
velop  a  sense  of  soul-making.” 

We  believe  that  Mr.  Rojcewicz 
has  put  his  finger  on  why  this 
spate  of  “angel  attention”  merits 
notice  by  thoughtful  Christians. 

Ours  is  indeed  an  age  in  search 
of  soul.  Although  organized  reli¬ 
gion  seems  not  to  be  faring  well,  as 
measured  by  such  things  as  mem- 


Editorial 


bership  and  attendance  data,  sur¬ 
veys  show  that  large  numbers  of 
people  do,  in  fact,  yearn  for  some¬ 
thing  called  “spiritual  life.” 

That  yearning  indicates  what 
many  Christians  have  been  warning 
about  for  a  long  time:  life  rooted 
primarily  in  material  possessions — 
the  cult  of  Madison  Avenue — is 
destined  to  come  up  short.  Or,  to 
put  it  another  way,  the  mere  acqui¬ 
sition  of  things  ultimately  proves  an 
empty  reason  to  live. 

Angels  have  long  been  depicted 
as  helping  bridge  the  gap  between 
an  earthbound,  often  materialistic 
view  of  life  and  one  that  is  an¬ 
chored  Eternally. 

Thus  widespread  interest  in  an¬ 
gels  reminds  us  who  follow  Christ 
that  it  is  more  than  merely  OK  to 
talk  about  such  matters.  Talk 
about  angels  and  their  mission  as 
messengers  from  God  provides  a 
rich  vocabulary  for  connecting  tra¬ 
ditional  Christians  and  “seekers  of 
soul”  who  may  not  view  them¬ 
selves  as  particularly  religious. 

Talking  of  angels  is  entirely  ap¬ 
propriate  in  formal  church  set¬ 
tings,  such  as  reflection  from  the 
pulpit  or  in  Sunday  school  classes. 

However,  informal  talk  of  an¬ 
gels  among  family,  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintances  seems  likely  to  prove 
even  more  enlightening  as  to  the 
state  of  the  souls  around  us. 

And  if,  as  we  suspect,  our  talking 
of  angels  reveals  that  the  overriding 
topic  isn’t  angels  but  the  soul  itself, 
we  highly  recommend  a  book  that 


a  search  for  soul? 


El  Greco's  painting,  "Annunciation,”  depicting  the  visit  of  the  Arch¬ 
angel  Gabriel  to  Mary,  shows  one  artist's  vision  of  how  God's  mes¬ 
sengers  interact  with  humans  (see  related  editorial  at  left). 


has  been  on  the  best-seller  list  for 
months:  “Care  of  the  Soul”  by 
Thomas  Moore  (New  York:  Harper- 
Collins  Publishers,  1992). 

In  any  event,  the  book’s  subtitle 
concisely  describes  what  any  angel 


worth  its  wings  should  be:  “A  guide 
for  cultivating  depth  and  sacredness 
in  everyday  life.” 

If  that’s  what  the  excitement  is  all 
about,  then  the  world  clearly  needs 
all  the  angels  God  chooses  to  send. 


They'll  know  ive  are 
Christians  by  our  tips 


Let's  celebrate  global  mission  cooperation 


I  simply  must  respond  to  William 
Payne’s  letter  (see  UMR,  Dec.  10)  in¬ 
dicating  that  our  church’s  having  sig¬ 
nificantly  fewer  missionaries  than 
early  in  this  century  is  something  of 
which  we  should  be  ashamed,  some¬ 
thing  which  needs  correcting. 

I  say  it’s  something  to  celebrate. 

My  parents,  the  late  Rev.  Q.  C. 
Roberts  Jr.  and  Martha  G.  Roberts, 
were  missionaries  50  years  ago  in 
what  is  now  Zimbabwe.  Their  prima¬ 
ry  mission  station  was  where  Africa 
University  is  being  built  today. 

1  can  remember  my  father  saying 
time  and  time  again  that  a  mission¬ 
ary’s  job  was  to  work  himself  out  of 
a  job.  In  other  words,  he  strived  to 
enable  native  people  to  take  over 
the  missionaries’  work. 

Obviously  that  has  been  what  has 
been  happening  in  United  Method¬ 
ist  missions  (now  called  “global 
ministries”).  We  have  finally 
changed  from  a  “we-send,  they-re- 
ceive”  way  of  doing  God’s  work  to 
global  cooperation. 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


I  am  sure  my  father  would  be 
pleased. 

J.  David  Roberts 
Cabin  John,  Maryland 

It's  disturbing 

Disturbing! 

Sarah  Hudson-Pierce’s  “My  Wit¬ 
ness”  (see  UMR,  Dec.  3),  not  only 
presents  Jesus’  command  back¬ 
wards  but  it  promotes  self-esteem 
above  self-respect.  The  latter  en¬ 
courages  one’s  essential  value  to 
God  and  mankind  while  self-esteem 
hints  at  a  lazy  contentment. 

The  merit  of  first  loving  others  is 
obvious:  being  helpful,  supportive, 
learning  from  others,  automatically 
bolsters  our  self-worth  in  being 
merely  useful,  if  nothing  else. 

If  we  wait  to  love  others  ujitil  we 
love  ourselves  (just  how  much  is 


What  others  are  saying 


“Each  of  our  faiths  teaches  that 
none  of  us  can  live  alone,  for  we  all 
belong  to  something  larger  than 
ourselves.” 

; — President  Clinton  in  a  holiday  ra¬ 
dio  address. 

*  *  * 

“When  religion  motivates  hatred, 
sanctions  wanton  violence,  perpe¬ 


trates  terrorism  ...  it  is  an  instrument 
of  the  demonic,  whether  . . .  Chris¬ 
tian,  Moslem,  Jewish,  Hindu  or  Bud¬ 
dhist.  When  religion  motivates  love, 
sanctions  reconciliation,  creates  good¬ 
will,  promotes  justice,  it  is  an  instru- 
menj  of  the  divine.” 

— Bishop  Kenneth  L.  Carder  (Nash¬ 
ville  Area). 


sufficient?),  the  neighbor  is  going  to 
get  short  shrift.  That’s  because  if 
we’re  truly  honest  in  assessing  our 
self-esteem  to  our  satisfaction  (or 
God’s)  it  would  take  a  lifetime  and 
beyond  and  no  other  loving  would 
be  accomplished. 

Norma  Leary 

Jamestown,  Pennsylvania 


Pernicious  PC 

I  seek  a  church  which  focuses  on 
a  personal  relationship  with  God 
and  the  unity  of  fellowship  in  a 
common  moral  code.  What  I  have 
now  is  a  church  which  preaches  on 
politically  correct  positions  on  gun 
control,  environmentalism,  wom¬ 
en’s  issues,  gay  rights,  and  interna¬ 
tional  politics. 

At  the  same  time,  church  leaders 
are  also  radically  altering  the  cul¬ 
ture  and  the  traditions  of  our  reli¬ 
gious  heritage,  again  to 
accommodate  the  PC  crowd. 

This  is  a  pernicious  combination 
which  is  currently  alienating  the 
faithful.  Unchecked,  it  will  eventual¬ 
ly  balkanize  The  United  Methodist 
Church  into  special  interest  groups 
all  clamoring  for  recognition  of  indi¬ 
vidual  “needs,”  new  definitions  of 
morality,  and — let’s  face  it — power. 

Rather  than  attempt  to  be  all 
things  to  all  people,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  proper  role  of  the  church  is 
to  advocate  unification  in  a  con¬ 
stant  search  for  a  right  relationship 
with  God,  according  to  a  strong  and 


unchanging  moral  code. 

If  we  are  united  in  that  search, 
our  proper  relationships  to  each 
other  and  to  society  will  necessarily 
follow.  Without  that  integrity,  nei¬ 
ther  our  church  nor  our  society  will 
survive. 

Sandy  Loven 
Trappe,  Pennsylvania 


By  JASON  P.  MITCHELL 

Like  many  people  trying  to  make 
it  through  college,  I  was  a  waiter. 
For  the  most  part  I  enjoyed  myself, 
made  good  money,  and  even  picked 
up  some  useful  skills.  However,  I 
also  learned  something  troubling. 

Waiters  have  a  complex  folklore 
all  their  own,  centering  mainly  on 
what  sort  of  people  are  easy  to 
please  and  tip  well.  Quite  a  bit,  of 
course,  is  off  the  mark — after  all, 
there  are  few  certainties  in  this 
world.  But,  one  piece  of  waiter’s 
wisdom  raises  a  disturbing  question 
for  Christians. 

A  general  rule,  others  told  me,  is 
that  people  who  have  just  arrived 
from  church  are  absolutely  the  worst 
to  wait  on,  all  too  often  picky,  ill- 
tempered,  and  stingy.  As  a  Christian, 

I  found  this  harsh,  but  soon  had  an 
opportunity  to  put  it  to  the  test. 

My  first  Sunday  lunch  shift  was  a 
memorable  Easter,  but  not  for  the 
reasons  one  might  hope  for.  On  the 
day  when  Chris- ' 
tians  should  be 
most  joyous,  a 
day  when  I  my¬ 
self  wanted  to  be 
in  church,  our 
well-dressed  and 
devout  custom¬ 
ers  seemed  to 
have  little  love 
for  their  fellow 

men  and  women.  . _ 

It  was  an  amazing  transforma¬ 
tion.  Not  20  minutes  before,  these 
same  people  were  happily  exchang¬ 
ing  greetings  at  the  church  door,  re¬ 
joicing  in  the  Resurrection.  Now 
that  was  behind  them[  and  all  too 
many  relished  the  opportunity  to 
lord  it  over  someone  who  had  no 
choice  but  to  take  it  and  smile. 

I  am  not  talking  about  a  few 
guests  here,  or  just  my  own  patrons, 
and  please  bear  in  mind  that  I 
worked  at  a  first-rate  restaurant 
with  people  who  gladly  did  all  they 
could  to  make  their  guests  happy. 
Nor  was  that  Easter  unusual. 

Members  of  a  nearby  church 
came  in  large  groups  on  Sunday 
nights,  50  or  more.  The  story  was 
the  same:  spiteful  remarks,  Hercule- 


My  Witness 


A  general  rule,  others 
told  me,  is  that  people 
who  have  just  arrived 
from  church  are 
absolutely  the  worst  to 
wait  on,  all  too  often 
picky,  ill-tempered,  and 
stingy. 


lason  P.  Mitchell 
is  a  member  of  St. 
lohn's  Episcopal 
Church  in  Decatur. 
Alabama. 


an  demands,  and  poor  tips.  One 
fine  waitress  received,  from  an  un¬ 
usually  contentious  party  of  nine,  a 
collection  of  nickels,  dimes,  and 
pennies  totalling  $1.78. 

Shouldn’t  Christians  be  con¬ 
cerned  when  their  arrival  is  greeted 
with  gnashing  of  teeth? 

After  all,  the  true  measure  of 
character  is  not  how  we  behave  with 
those  who  have  power  over  us,  but 
with  those  others  who  are  subject  to 
us:  waiters  and  waitresses,  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  work  in  our  homes  and  of¬ 
fices,  who  clean 
up  after  us,  cut 
our  lawns,  help 
us  select  our 
clothes,  deliver 
our  newspapers, 
sack  our  grocer¬ 
ies,  and  in  many 
other  ways  make 
our  lives  easier. 
In  other 
_  words,  our  treat¬ 
ment  of  those  who  serve  us  is  a 
powerful  witness,  for  good  or  other¬ 
wise.  Too  often,  it  is  the  latter.  As 
one  pastor  has  observed,  perhaps 
more  damage  is  done  to  the  cause  of 
Christ  during  Sunday  lunch  than  at 
any  other  time. 

Of  course,  waiters  and  waitresses 
are  there  to  serve  you,  to  make  ab¬ 
solutely  certain  that  you  have  an  en¬ 
joyable  meal,  so  don’t  be  afraid  to 
ask  for  anything. 

Just  bear  in  mind  that  the  person 
at  your  elbow  is  a  fellow  human  be¬ 
ing,  with  feelings,  a  desire  to  please, 
and  bills  to  pay,  someone  whom 
your  kindness  and  consideration 
could  touch  in  a  very  meaningful 
way,  someone  whose  only  impres¬ 
sion  of  Christ  might  be  you. 


We  must  help  hurting  Russians 


;  Pontius'  Puddle 


DOR  CHURCH  IS  EXPERIENCING  THE  DEATH 
or  VOLONTEERISM.  SMOOTH  WORKERS,  MUSIC 
DIRECTORS,  CUSTODIANS.,  CHRISTIAN  ED  . 
SUPERVISORS-  EVERySOOy  WANTS  TO  BE  PAID1 


By  WILLIAM  WARNOCK 

While  on  business  for  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  Moscow  in  early  De¬ 
cember,  I  met  with  two  people  who 
had  just  lost  their  bids  for  election 
to  the  new  parliament. 

Because  it  didn’t  receive  at  least  5 
percent  of  the  vote,  their  Christian 
Democratic  Party  won’t  be  seated 
in  the  new  parliament. 

Election  response:  'Sad' 

After  conducting  our  church  busi¬ 
ness  we  discussed  the  results  of  the 
election.  Their  response  was  one 
word,  “Sad.”  In  the  context  of  the 
conversation  “sad”  meant  to  them 
the  tragedy  of  who  gained  the  most 
votes — an  ultranationalist,  racist 
candidate,  Vladimir  Zhirinovsky. 

The  day  after  the  election,  a 
headline  in  a  Moscow  newspaper 
asked,  “Russia,  are  you  crazy?” 

While  at  the  bank  I  asked  the  tell¬ 
er,  “Everyone  is  dressed  in  black  to¬ 
day,  who  died?”  The  response  was, 
“It  is  really  coincidental,  but  every¬ 
body  coming  in  today  says  it  is  be¬ 
cause  of  the  elections.” 

Rather  than  “sad,”  “crazy,”  or 
dressed. in  black,  the  parliamentary 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse— of  the  following: 

“For  God  sent  the  Son  into  the 
world,  not  to  condemn  the  world, 
but  that  the  world  might  be  saved 
through  him.” 


Here  I  Stand 


William  War- 
nock  is  a  United 
Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  to  Russia. 


election  in  Russia  was  a  vote  ex¬ 
pressing  “hurt.” 

So  who  is  really  “hurting?”  Al¬ 
most  everybody.  Consider: 

■  Inflation  runs  between  100  to 
200  percent  (depending  on  who’s 
counting). 

■  Shops  have  plenty  of  goods  but 
people  have  no  money  to  buy.  Sala¬ 
ries  and  pension  income  range  be¬ 
tween  $  1 2  and  $  1 00  per  month. 

■  Shoppers  stand  long  hours  in 
lines  waiting  for  cheaper  basic  con¬ 
sumer  good?  and  services. 

Russians  with  dark  eyes  and  ex¬ 
hausted  faces — especially  women — 
walk  in  a  daze.  If  for  a  minute  they 
break  through  their  exhausted  haze, 
they  will  see  others  drive  by  in  new 


Mercedes  or  BMW’s  (more  Mercedes 
will  be  sold  in  Russia  this  year  than 
in  Germany).  So  a  few  have  become 
absolutely  wealthy  with  enormous 
sums  of  cash  to  spend,  while  others 
must  live  with  the  fear  and  humilia¬ 
tion  of  poverty  snapping  at  every 
moment  of  their  lives. 

Who  wouldn’t  hurt  under  such 
conditions! 

Waiting  to  gain  power 

Coupled  with  a  loss  of  national 
identity,  economically  endangered 
Russians  are  ready  to  hear  that  all 
of  this  pain  is  someone  else’s  fault. 
Throughout  history,  there’s  always 
been  someone  standing  in  the  wings 
waiting  for  just  such  a  moment— 
when  people  are  hurting,  scared  and 
tired — to  walk  on  the  scene  and  to 
use  that  hurt  to  gain  power. 

Yet  we  United  Methodists  who 
follow  the  call  of  the  God  of  history 
have  the  opportunity  to  minister  to 
Russia’s  hurting  people. 

Through  the  new  United  Method¬ 
ist  mission  and  especially  through 
the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief,  we  have  the  opportunity 
to  ease  the  hurt — now,  while  there 
is  yet  time. 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Matthew  2:2) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  9 

Epiphany 

Sunday  (Baptism  of  the  Lord): 

Mark  1:4-11 
Monday:  Genesis  1:1-5 
Tuesday:  Acts  19:1-7 
Wednesday:  Psalm  29: 1-4 
Thursday:  Psalm  29:5-6 
Friday:  Psalm  29:7-9 
Sat urday:  Psalm  29:10-11 


AFRICA 


STUDY  TOUR! 

Based  on  the  ecumenical  mission  study 
“African  Churches  Speak’’ 


3  DIFFERENT  TOURS— SEE  MISSION  IN  ACTION! 

East/Central  Africa  (Burundi,  Kenya)  February  7-27, 1994 
Southern  Africa  (Zimbabwe,  Mozambique,  S.  Africa) 
February  28-March  20, 1994 

West  Africa  (Sierra  Leone,  Ghana,  Nigeria)  March  1-20, 1994 

For  more  Information,  write  to: 

Ernestine  L.  Mumford, General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1318,  New  York,  NY  10115 
or  call  (212)  870-3787 


JANUARY  7,  1994 


Faith  at  work 


CHOIR  ROBES 

EXPERT  SQC95 
TAILORING  tL  3  up 


Finest  Fabrics  Including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash  & 
Wear  Superior  Quality  Free 
Color  Catalog  and  Fabric 
Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Toll  Free 
1-800-826-8612 
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EGENCY 


P.O.  Box  10567  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


the  KERYGftb\ 

— program - GROWING 


NINE  BIBLE  STUDY  COURSES 

Used  by  over  6000  congregations 
PLAN  YOUR  '94  PROGRAM  NOW! 

For  complete  course  descriptions,  request  our 
FREE  introductory  booklet:  800/537-9462 


Suggested  for  Lent: 

DISCOVERING  THE 
PSALMS  (7  parts) 
LORD.  TEACH  US  TO 
PRAY  (6  parts) 


The  United  Methodist 
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CLASSIFIED 

RAILS:  $1.35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 

sertion,  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  $10.80  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
$$$.  Catalog  $  1 .  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804.  (919) 
442- 1211.  (Accredited). 

tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

EVIDENCES:  THE  RECORD  AND  THE  Rood. 

CHURCH  UNITY  THROUGH  PRAYER.  Lent¬ 

en  Home  Study  trains  one  fifth  of  congregation  in 
intercessory  prayer,  reaching  entire  membership. 
Willowbrook  Church,  19390  N.  99th  Avenue, 
Sun  City.  A Z  85373.  (602)  974-5637. 

This  40-minute  video  offers  surprising  new  geo¬ 
logic  evidence  that  supports  the  Genesis  story. 
Additional  information  write:  Lanford  Education 
&  ^Development,  Box  292768,  Dept.  C,  Dayton, 

YOUTH/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  for  800- 

member  suburban  congregation.  Seeking  spiri¬ 
tually  mature  individual  with  these  qualities: 

LONDON,  ENGLAND.  FOR  THE  PERSONAL 

touch  stay  with  an  English  family.  Guest  flat 
available  year  round.  For  more  information  con¬ 
tact:  01 14-81-527-4470. 

ganize,  works  well  with  various  age  groups,  and 
understands  the  dynamics  of  growth,  Resumes  to: 
Milton  Lewis,  Northern  Hills  UMC,  14207  Hig¬ 
gins  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  782 1 7. 

CONFIRMATION  TIMES  involves  youth  in  dis¬ 

covering  the  meaning  of  personal  faith  and 
church  membership.  Make  Confirmation  a  life¬ 
changing  experience  in  your  congregation!  Pre- 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  MUSIC 

Ministry  wanted  for  a  1000-member  congrega- 

view  Set  is  $16  prepaid.  Crossties  Publishing, 
P.O.  Box  862121,  Marietta,  GA  30062  or  (404) 
561-3451.  ; 

youth  and  children’s  ministries  and  the  ability  to 
direct  the  chancel  choir.  Salary  will  be  negotiated 
according  to  experience  level.  Send  resumes  to: 
Rev.  Richard  Hume,  Hardy  Memorial  UMC, 
1401  W.  7th  St.,  Texarkana,  TX  75501. 

CROSSTIES  PUBLISHING  SEEKS  CREATIVE 

resources  for  effective  use  in  the  local  church  to 
publish.  Extend  your  ministry  through  Crossties 
Publishing,  P.O.  Box  862121,  Marietta,  GA 
30062. 

RETIRING  CLERGY!  ARE  YOU  planning  to 

retire  this  June,  1994  in  the  Hot  Springs,  Arkan¬ 
sas  area?  Are  you  interested  in  part-time  work 
with  "Care  Ministry”  and  “Education  Ministry?” 

If  so,  please  send  your  inquiry  and/or  resume  to: 
Christ  of  the  Hills  United  Methodist  Church,  700 
Balearic  Road  #43,  Hot  Springs  Village.  AR 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape 
cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal. 
Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1- 
800-728-0573.  K 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac- 

cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

YOUTH  MINISTER/C.E.  DIRECTOR  needed. 

1300-member  church.  Fantastic  youth  program. 
Degree  and  experience  preferred.  Position  avail¬ 
able  January  1 .  Negotiable  salary/job  description. 
Send  resume:  Dr.  Tommy  Dunbar,  First  UMC 
Ra  Box  849,  Marshall,  TX  75670.  (903)  938- 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 

First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  1 1 :00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Seeking 

full-time  Director  of  Youth  for  ongoing  youth 
program  in  church  of  2200  members.  Contact: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Drawer 
628,  Lake  Jackson,  TX  77566.  (409)  297-3046. 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST/MUSIC  ASSISTANT 

needed  for  a  3800-member  United  Methodist 
Church  in  San  Antonio,  Texas  with  an  active  mu- 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  YOUTH  Ministries  to 

assume  and  expand  program  (80  +  active  JR  and 
SR  high  youth)  of  multi-staff,  2500-member  con¬ 
gregation.  Strong  youth  council/adult  sponsors, 
summer  intern.  Experience  preferred.  Salary  and 
benefits  based  on  experience  and  education.  Call 
or  write  for  application/job  description:  Search 
Committee,  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  707,  Long- 

facilities  in  September,  1994,  which  includes  a 
new  pipe  organ.  This  position  will  entail  playing 
for  worship  services,  accompanying  choirs,  and 
directing  youth,  handbells,  or  children's  choirs,  as 
needed.  Mail  resume  to:  Mrs.  Ruth  Ann  Lind, 
Director  of  Music,  Alamo  Heights  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  P.O.  Box  6826,  San  Antonio,  TX 
78209.  Telephone:  (210)  826-3215. 

ORGANIST/MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  Union  Unit¬ 

ed  Methodist  Church,  3543  Watson  Rd.,  St. 
Louis,  MO  63139.  (314)  647-1228.  Contact:  Pas¬ 
tor  or  PPR  Chair.  Part-time  position.  Two  Sun¬ 
day  morning  services.  One  Thursday  evening 
rehearsal.  Salary  negotiable  depending  on  experi¬ 
ence  and  duties. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES. 

Full-time  position  in  a  growing  church  of  2100 
members.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate 
with  education  and  experience.  Seeking  lay  mem¬ 
ber  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  or  diaconal 
minister.  Sendjesume  and/or  request  for  job  de- 

P.O.  Box  4669,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37831-4669.  At¬ 
tention:  Kenneth  H.  Henderlight.  Deadline: 
March  1,  1994. 

WANT  TO  BUY:  MAM  MOUTH  AMOUNTS  of 

old  religious  books.  Write  or  call  with  descrip¬ 
tion,  number  and  price.  Kimball  Pease,  309 
Beauregard,  Rotan,  TX  79546.  (9 1 5)  735-3 115. 

All  ENTION  PASTORS:  $  1 6,000  or  more  could 

be  donated  to  your  church  if  you  sell  400  Chris¬ 
tian  publications  in  one  month!  Welstar  Publica¬ 
tions:  (212)  928-7528.  j 

THIS  YEAR  IN  JERUSALEM!  13  exciting  days 

in  the  Holy  Land  and  Egypt,  June  19-July  1. 
1994.  With  fellow  Christians  walk  where  our 
Lord  walked.  Brochure:  Tour,  131  W.  Second 
Street,  Frederick,  MD  21701. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  FAMILY  LIFE  Direc¬ 

tor.  Director  needed  to  manage  Family  Life  Cen¬ 
ter  and  for  programming  events  with  the  Council 
on  Family  Ministries.  Bachelor  degree  and  expe¬ 
rience  in  directing  a  facility  or  experience  in  pro¬ 
gramming  events  preferred.  For  job  description 
or  to  send  resume:  Search  Committee,  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  805  E.  Denman,  Lufkin, 

TX  75901.  Telephone:  (409)  639-3141.  ! 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville, 

NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  TEXAS  WESLEYAN  UNIVERSITY 

Church-related  college's  choir  heads  to  Russia 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— Jeffrey  Walter  leads  the  Wesleyan  Singers  of  United  Methodist-related 
Texas  Wesleyan  University  in  rehearsal  for  a  trip  to  Moscow.  There  on  Jan.  8— Christmas  Day  on 
the  Orthodox  church  calendar — they  will  become  the  first  American  choir  to  sing  in  Russian  for 
worship  in  a  Russian  Orthodox  church. 


Faith 

= connections 


Members  craft  glass  windows  for  church 


By  A.  R.  HOWARD 


EDUCATOR  RETIRES:  The  Rev  j. 

Richard  Yeager  retired  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and 
Ministry’s  Division  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry  Dec.  31. 
He  had  been  director  of 
evaluation  and  continuing 
education  in  the  division 
since  1979.  Mr.  Yeager  is 
returning  to  his  native  In- 
J.  Richard  Yeager  diana  where  he  served  pas¬ 
torates  from  1956  until  1972  in  the  South 
Indiana  Annual  Conference. 


Stained  glass  windows  are  not 
unusual  in  churches,  but  few 
churches  have  windows  created 
by  members  of  the  congregation. 

At  Eureka  (Mo.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  six  members  are 
pooling  their  time  and  talents  to 
make  seven  large  windows  as  an 
expression  of  their  love  for  the 
church. 

It  all  began  five  years  ago  when 
Virginia  Howard,  a  retired  public 
school  art  teacher,  began  working 
in  stained  glass  as  a  hobby. 


Already  tolerated 

“We  already  tolerate  people  who 
are  living  in  adultery  with  full  pub¬ 
lic  knowledge,”  Mr.  Kindley  said. 
“Now  we’re  so  moral  and  righteous 
that  we’re  going  to  forbid  Apple 
coming  here  because  of  their  insur¬ 
ance  policy.  They’re  straining  at  a 
gnat  and  swallowing  a  camel.” 

About  10  miles  south,  in  Round 
Rock,  the  Rev.  Jim  Chandler,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  urged  the  congregation  to 
focus  on  reconciliation. 

“People  all  over  the  world  know 


Compared  costs 

In  early  1993,  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees,  Ms.  How¬ 
ard  was  asked  to  compare  the 
cost  of  buying  the  supplies  to 
build  seven  stained  glass  win¬ 
dows — 3  feet  by  9  feet  each — 
with  the  cost  of  having  the  win¬ 
dows  commercially  built. 

She  found  that  the  total  cost 
per  window  for  the  supplies  was 
$1,200  to  $1,500.  The  commer¬ 
cial  cost  per  window  was  $5,000 
to  $6,000. 

The  difference  was  so  great 
that  Ms.  Howard  suddenly  found 
herself  heading  a  committee  to 
do  the  work,  she  said. 

Ms.  Howard  designed  the  seven 
windows,  each  representing  a  sea¬ 
son  of  the  church  year  Advent, 
Christmas,  Epiphany,  Lent,  Easter, 
Pentecost  and  Kingdomtide. 

To  raise  money  for  the  work,  she 
did  water  color  sketches  of  all  sev¬ 
en  windows  on  a  poster.  The  poster 
and  a  description  of  the  work  to  be 
done,  written  by  her  husband,  A.R. 
Howard,  were  displayed  in  the  nar- 
thex  of  the  church. 

Enough  money  has  been  collect- 
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EUREKA,  Mo. — These  are  among  six  artisans  designing  and  building  seven  stained  glass  win¬ 
dows  for  their  church,  Eureka  United  Methodist.  Each  window,  3x9  feet,  illustrates  a  season 
of  the  Christian  year  such  as  the  Epiphany  window  at  right.  From  left  above  are  Judy  Simon; 
Virginia  Howard,  a  retired  art  teacher  who  designed  the  windows;  and  Shari  Jefferson. 


ed  to  build  four  windows,  she  said, 
and  more  continues  to  trickle  in. 

In  the  congregation  of  200  fam¬ 
ilies,  six  people,  including  herself, 
knew  how  to  work  in  stained  glass. 

The  other  artisans  are  Ed  Si¬ 
mon,  a  high  school  orchestra  di¬ 
rector;  his  wife,  Judy  Simon,  a 
computer  programmer;  Shari 
Jefferson,  a  medical  technologist; 
Ken  Miller,  an  architect;  Marga¬ 
ret  Conley,  a  grandmother  of 
three,  and  Gene  Myers,  a  univer¬ 
sity  basketball  coach. 

These  six  are  teaching  others. 

Basement  studio 

The  Howards’  basement  has  be¬ 
come  a  studio  where  the  windows 


are  being  built.  Volunteers  work 
when  they  have  time,  usually  a 
couple  of  days  a  week,  she  said. 

Volunteers  usually  select  pat¬ 
tern  pieces  that  have  been  pre¬ 
pared  by  Ms.  Howard  and  pieces 
of  colored  glass  to  take  home  and 
cut  to  the  desired  shape.  Then 
they  bring  the  cut  pieces  back 
and  place  them  into  the  window 
like  pieces  of  a  puzzle.  The  parts 
then  are  permanently  anchored 
in  a  complicated  six-step  process. 

Mr.  Howard  says  it  takes  about 
1,000  person-hours  to  complete 
each  window.  At  that  rate,  it  will 
take  several  years  to  complete  all 
seven  windows. 

In  the  meantime,  the  artists  are 


having  great  fun  working  together 
on  the  project,  Ms.  Howard  said. 

The  first  window,  illustrating 
Epiphany  in  30  shades  of  color, 
was  installed  Oct.  31. 

The  second  window,  Christ¬ 
mas,  was  finished  and  installed 
just  in  time  for  Christmas  Eve. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Reese,  pastor  of 
the  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion,  sees  the  windows  not  only 
as  added  beauty  for  the  sanctuary 
and  narthex  but  also  as  tools  to 
teach  children  and  adults  about 
the  church  year. 

In  addition,  a  children’s  coloring 
book  based  on  the  widows  is 
planned  to  help  teach  Bible  stories. 


“As  1  see  people  work  together  to 
make  the  stained  glass  windows 
come  to  life,  I  marvel  at  the  artistic 
inspiration  that  made  this  dream 
possible,”  Mr.  Reese  said. 

Mr.  Howard  is  communica¬ 
tions  chairman  tor  Eureka  (Mo.) 
United  Methodist  Church.  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editor  Diane  Huie  Balay 
contributed  to  this  article. 


United  Methodists  split  over  Apple  Computer  personnel  policy  flap 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

In  a  recent  collision  of  interests — 
some  say  between  money  and  mo¬ 
rality — in  Williamson  County,  Tex¬ 
as,  United  Methodists  could  be 
found  on  any  of  the  several  sides  in 
the  debate. 

In  late  November,  Williamson 
County  commissioners  snubbed 
California-based  Apple  Computer’s 
plan  to  build  an  $80  million  office 
complex  in  the  county.  The  com¬ 
missioners,  on  a  3-2  vote,  refused  to 
grant  Apple  a  $750,000  property 


tax  abatement,  reportedly  because 
of  the  company’s  policy  that  confers 
health  benefits  to  unmarried  part¬ 
ners  of  employees,  including  part¬ 
ners  of  the  same  sex  as  the 
employee. 

Undermines  values 

Some  commissioners  contended 
in  a  meeting  reportedly  filled  with 
homophobic  language  that  the  poli¬ 
cy  undermines  traditional  family 
values. 

One  commissioner  explained  to 
“The  New  York  Times”  that  he 
didn’t  want  to  walk  into  his 


church — he  didn’t  specify  which 
church — with  people  saying, 
“There  is  the  man  who  brought  ho¬ 
mosexuality  to  Williamson  Coun¬ 
ty.” 

The  central-Texas  county,  in  a 
rapidly  developing  commercial  area 
just  north  of  the  capital,  Austin,  re¬ 
ceived  a  firestorm  of  national  pub¬ 
licity. 

Others  scurried 

Other  cities  and  counties  across 
Texas  and  around  the  nation  quick¬ 
ly  scurried  to  convince  Apple  to  lo¬ 
cate  in  their  neighborhood. 
Meanwhile,  Williamson  County  cit¬ 
izens  debated  the  loss  of  a  high  tech 
industry  that  had  been  expected  to 
pump  some  $300  million  into  the 
local  economy  over  the  next  few 
years. 

All  sides  in  the  debate  claimed 
the  high  moral  ground.  Some  peo¬ 
ple  were  outraged  that  any  govern¬ 
ment  entity  would  interfere  in  a 
company’s  personnel  policies.  Oth¬ 
ers  were  just  as  outraged  over  Ap¬ 
ple’s  policies.  Some  said  no 
industry  should  be  granted  tax 
abatement.  Still  others  deplored  the 
intolerance  exhibited  by  the  deci¬ 
sion. 


about  Williamson  County,  Texas,” 
he  said,  “and  we  have  an  awesome 
opportunity  to  show  the  rest  of  the 
world  how  to  resolve  conflict  in  a 
positive  and  creative  way. 

“And  I  think  it's  the  place  of  the 
church,  if  we’re  given  the  opportu¬ 
nity,  to  be  a  possible  reconciler.” 

Mr.  Chandler  said  that  while  he 
didn’t  approve  of  homosexual  live- 
in  relationships,  “everyone  is 
among  God’s  children.” 

He  said  he  believed  it  was  possi¬ 
ble  that  Apple/Williamson  County 
differences  could  be  resolved  and 
he  urged  the  congregation  to  pray 
for  peaceful  renegotiations. 

Members  of  the  congregation  lat¬ 
er  said  that  Mr.  Chandler’s  sermon 


gave  them  something  to  think  about 
regardless  of  whether  they  agreed 
with  the  commissioners’  decision. 

One  member,  Peggy  Lowther, 
said  in  an  interview  with  “The  Aus¬ 
tin  American-Statesman"  that  she 
agreed  with  the  majority  of  the 
commissioners  but  the  sermon 
“gave  her  a  little  bit  of  a  different 
viewpoint.” 

Why  barriers? 

Retired  member  Richard  Hill  was 
quoted  in  the  same  article  as  saying 
that  he  hoped  the  sermon  would 
have  a  healthy  influence.  His  wife, 
Marian,  said  county  commissioners 
shouldn’t  tell  Apple  how  to  run  its 
business  if  they’re  not  going  to  do 


the  same  to  other  companies. 

“This  is  the  season  of  joy  and 
good  will,”  she  said.  “Why  put  up 
all  these  barriers  between  us?” 

In  the  end,  after  intense  negotia¬ 
tions,  one  commissioner  switched  his 
vote.  County  commissioners  and  Ap¬ 
ple  came  to  an  agreement,  and  Wil¬ 
liamson  County  will  be  the  site  of  the 
multi-million  dollar  office  complex. 

Officials  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Southwestern  University  in 
Georgetown  said  the  school  main¬ 
tained  its  long-standing  policy  and 
did  not  take  any  official  position  in 
the  debate.  A  Southwestern  spokes¬ 
person  said,  however,  that  members 
of  the  school’s  faculty  and  staff 
were  on  all  sides  of  the  issue. 


The  Rev.  Gary  Kindley,  pastor  of 
St.  John’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Georgetown,  the  county 
seat,  told  a  local  newspaper,  “The 
Sunday  Sun,”  that  the  commission¬ 
ers’  decision  was  a  denial  of  the  fact 
that  homosexual  people  live  in  the 
area. 


TO  RETIRE:  Rosalie  J.  Bentzinger,  asso¬ 
ciate  general  secretary  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry’s 
Division  of  Diaconal  Min¬ 
istry  since  1979,  will  retire 
effective  Aug.  1 .  She  has 
served  as  the  division’s 
chief  executive  since  1978. 
As  the  first  diaconal  minis- 

_  ter  to  hold  that  position, 

Rosalie  Bentzinger  she  is  credited  with  shap¬ 
ing  and  defining  diaconal  ministry  in  the  de¬ 
nomination.  Following  retirement,  Ms. 
Bentzinger  will  return  to  her  hometown  of 
Donnellson,  Iowa. 


TO  JOIN  STAFF:  The  Rev.  Theodore  W. 
Hepner,  command  chaplain  of  the  Combined 
Arms  Command  in  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kan., 
will  join  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry’s  Division 
of  Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries  in  Febru¬ 
ary.  The  director  of  endorsement  and  adminis¬ 
tration  has  degrees  from  West  Point,  United 
Methodist-related  United  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  Howard  University 
in  Washington,  D.C. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


PEW  CUSHIONS 

custom  lined  lot  your  pews  from  an  excellent  selection 
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Waggoners,  Inc. 

PO  Box  1054  Hutchinson  KS  675 
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Faith  at  work 
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The  United  Methodist 
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Faith 


watch 


Norman  Vincent 
Peale 


PEALE  REMEMBERED:  The  Rev  Nor- 

i  Vincent  Peale,  who  died  Christmas  Eve  in 
his  sleep  following  a  stroke 
suffered  two  weeks  earlier, 
was  remembered  last  week 
by  United  Methodists  for 
getting  his  start  in  Method¬ 
ist  ministry.  Dr.  Peale  was 
ordained  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  a  prede¬ 
cessor  body  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  He  lat¬ 
er  switched  denominations  to  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America,  becoming  pastor  of  the 
historic  Marble  Collegiate  Church  in  New 
York.  While  al  that  church  Dr.  Peale  devel¬ 
oped  his  “positive  thinking”  theology  which 
gave  rise  to  his  many  books,  “Guideposts” 
magazine  and  the  Institute  for  Positive  Think¬ 
ing.  Dr.  Peale  was  95  and  is  survived,  among 
others,  by  his  wife.  Ruth  Stafford  Peale,  also  a 
noted  inspirational  author. 

FOOD  FOR  HAITI:  School  lunches  for 
pupils  at  the  87  Methodist  schools  in  Haiti 
will  be  supported  by  food  supplies  being  sent 
by  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 
Contributions  to  this  effort  may  be  sent  via 
annual  conference  treasurers  to  School  Lunch 
Program,  Advance  Special  No.  418790-2. 

COATS  FOR  ARMENIA:  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  reports  that 
about  125,000  coats  have  been  shipped  to  Ye¬ 
revan,  Armenia.  The  coats  and  other  commod¬ 
ities  are  intended  to  sustain  Armenians 
through  the  winter.  UMCOR,  in  partnership 
with  the  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference, 
has  sent  the  Rev.  Charles  Davis  to  Armenia's 
Nagomo  Karbakh  region  to  coordinate  food 
distribution  there.  Contributions  to  this  effort 
may  be  sent  via  annual  conference  treasurers 
to  Armenia-Georgia  Emergency,  Advance  Spe¬ 
cial  No.  250225-8. 

WANT  HAITI  POLICY:  Cry  for  Jus 

tice,  a  faith-based  coalition  of  groups  working 
for  democracy  and  justice  in  Haiti,  is  calling 
on  the  world’s  democracies  to  develop  a  con¬ 
sistent  policy  for  the  well-being  of  Haiti.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  organization  said  that  they  hoped 
to  show  by  their  presence  that  “not  all  of  the 
international  community  has  abandoned  Hai¬ 
ti.”  A  list  of  Cry  for  Justice  organizations  was 
not  immediately  available. 

U.N.  ACTION  HAILED:  The  United 

Nations’  recent  creation  of  a  high  commission¬ 
er  for  human  rights  was  hailed  by  religious 
leaders  who  have  long  pressed  for  such  a  post. 
United  Methodist  missions  staffer  Mia  Adjali, 
chairwoman  of  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA  World  Com¬ 
munity  Program  Ministry  Committee,  said  the 
post  means  that  the  world  body  will  go  into 
the  next  century  with  standards  carefully  chis¬ 
eled  out  since  the  enactment  of  the  Universal 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights. 


Election  insights 

Russian  Orthodox  Patriarch  Aleksy  (large 
photo)  casts  his  ballot  in  the  recent  parlia¬ 
mentary  elections  in  Russia  that  saw, 
among  other  things,  the  surprising  rise  of 
ultranationalist  candidate  Vladimir  Zhirin¬ 
ovsky  (inset).  For  a  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary's  perspective  on  the  reasons  behind 
the  Russian  election  results — and  what  they 
mean  for  United  Methodist  missions — see 
"Here  I  Stand"  on  Page  2. 


Mideast  priest  to  get  Methodist  Peace  prize 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTOS 


From  news  reports 

A  Palestinian  Catholic  priest  who  has 
devoted  himself  to  peace  in  the  Middle 
East  has  been  named  to  receive  the  1994 
World  Methodist  Peace  Award. 

The  Rev.  Elias  Chacour,  a  Melkite  Cath¬ 
olic  priest,  was  chosen  unanimously  by  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  World  Methodist  Council, 
said  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  the  council’s  chief 
executive.  Father  Chacour  is  the  first 
Catholic  to  be  so  recognized. 

March  presentation 

The  award  will  be  presented  to  Father 
Chacour  in  March  by  Dr.  Hale  and  by  the 
Rev.  Donald  English  of  London,  1991-96 
president  of  the  World  Methodist  Council. 

The  World  Methodist  Peace  Award  cites 
Father  Chacour  for. 

•  Courage  in  offering  "creative  love  that 
pursues  dignity”  to  a  region  tom  by  hatred 
and  violence; 

•  Creativity  in  the  ways  he  calls  Israelis 
and  Palestinians  who  belong  to  the  same 
land  to  live  as  neighbors;  and 

•  Consistency  in  expressing  his  love  for 
Jews  and  Palestinians,  both  of  whom  have 
suffered  under  historic  and  contemporary 
oppressors. 

Dr.  Hale  said  that  as  a  boy  in  the  1950s, 
Father  Chacour  saw  his  Palestinian  village 


of  Biram  destroyed  by  explosives  and  bull¬ 
dozers. 

“Being  taught  by  his  parents  that  every 
person  is  a  child  of  God,  he  grew  up  be¬ 
lieving  that  forgiveness  alone  brings  heal¬ 
ing  and  peace,”  Dr.  Hale  said  in 
announcing  the  award. 

“Over  the  years,  when  confronted  with 
hostility,  his  response  has  been:  ‘God  help 
me  to  love  this  man,  but  also  give  me  wis¬ 
dom  to  speak  the  truth.’  ” 

Father  Chacour  has  lived  in  Ibillin,  a 
town  near  Nazareth,  for  28  years. 

College  founder 

He  is  founder  and  principal  of  the 
1,540-student  Prophet  Elias  Community 
College  in  Ibillin.  His  faculty  has  included 
Christians,  Muslims  and  Jews. 

Father  Chacour  speaks  1 1  languages  and 
has  written  two  books,  “Blood  Brothers” 
and  “We  Belong  to  the  Land.” 

After  meeting  Father  Chacour,  former 
U.S.  Secretary  of  State  James  Baker  pre¬ 
sented  a  copy  of  Father  Chacour’s  second 
book  to  then-Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Sha¬ 
mir  of  Israel. 

A  group  of  visitors  met  with  Father  Cha¬ 
cour  in  Ibillin  in  September  after  Israel 
and  the  Palestinian  Liberation  Organiza¬ 
tion  signed  a  peace  accord  in  Washington. 


At  that  time,  the  priest  said: 

“No  more  Israel  is  for  the  Jews,  and  Pal¬ 
estine  is  for  the  Palestinians.  But  from 
now  on  both  have  to  find  a  way  to  share 
the  land.  I  am  happy  to  see  small  signs  of 
hope  . . .  but  it  is  a  kind  of  joy  mixed  with 
deep  fear.  Gaza  is  still  in  misery  . . .  The 
army  is  still  occupying  . . .  The  settlements 
are  still  there.  All  we  have  is  one  declara¬ 
tion  of  intentions.” 

As  a  means  to  peace,  Father  Chacour  has 
called  for  the  establishment  of  personal  rela¬ 
tionships  between  Jews  and  Palestinians. 

'We  belong  to  each  other' 

“We  belong  to  the  land  and  to  each  oth¬ 
er,”  he  said.  "If  we  cannot  live  together, 
we  surely  will  be  buried  together." 

The  World  Methodist  Peace  Award  was 
inaugurated  by  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  in  1977.  It  has  been  presented  to  16  in¬ 
ternational  peacemakers  ranging  from  local 
activists  to  the  late  Egyptian  president  An¬ 
war  Sadat,  President  Jimmy  Carter  and  for¬ 
mer  Soviet  Premier  Mikhail  Gorbachev. 

The  World  Methodist  Council  was  found¬ 
ed  in  London  in  1881  to  bring  together 
Methodist  branches  worldwide.  The  council 
includes  68  Wesleyan  and  related  United 
Church  bodies  in  97  countries,  encompass¬ 
ing  60  million  adherents. 


The  Rev.  Elias  Chacour 
.Methodist  Peace  Award  honoree 


Student  pastors  make  aging  urban  church  sparkle 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  editor 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— It 
could  be  called  a  diamond  in  the 
rough,  but  its  sparkle  and  fire 
don’t  come  from  an  artisan’s  skill. 

Rather,  the  warmth  and  the  hard 
cutting  edge  of  Diamond  Hill  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Fort 
Worth  are  sparked  by  two  student 
pastors:  the  Rev.  Brooks  Harring¬ 
ton,  an  ordained  deacon,  and  Raul 
Gutierrez.  Both  are  students  at  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas. 

Diamond  Hill,  near  the  city’s 
famous  but  nearly  abandoned 
stockyards  area,  is  today,  by  all  re¬ 
ports,  a  tough  neighborhood  in 
transition  from  white  to  predomi¬ 
nantly  Hispanic.  Gangs  and  drug 
abuse  plague  the  community. 

Called  to  serve 

This  is  precisely  the  kind  of 
neighborhood  Mr.  Harrington,  a 
former  federal  prosecutor  and 
successful  Fort  Worth  attorney, 
feels  called  to  serve,  Bishop  Joe 
Wilson  said. 

Before  Mr.  Harrington’s  ap¬ 
pointment  three  years  ago,  the 
bishop  said,  the  church  was  typical 
of  some  urban  churches  with  a 
small,  aging,  white  congregation. 
The  members  had  neither  the 
physical  stamina  nor  the  finances 
to  develop  a  strong  ministry  to  the 
surrounding  community. 

When  Mr.  Harrington  arrived, 
the  congregation  did  not  include 
any  children,  he  said. 

Now  the  congregation  has  “100 
kids,”  a  nursery,  three  children’s 
Sunday  school  classes,  a  girls’  club 
and  a  boys’  club,  English  as  a  Sec¬ 
ond  Language  classes  for  adults 
and  tutoring  for  children.  In  addi¬ 


tion,  the  church  recently  gave  1 30 
new  winter  coats  to  children  of  the 
community. 

In  a  pocket  of  each  coat  was  a 
card  with  a  child’s  name  and  the 
message:  “This  coat  is  given  to 
you  because  God  loves  you.” 

Messrs.  Harrington  and  Gu¬ 
tierrez  not  only  supervise  these 
activities  but  serve  as  chauffeurs 
to  pick  up  children  and  return 
them  home.  And,  when  neces¬ 
sary,  they  clean  and  sweep  up  the 


church  and  educational  building. 

“But  it’s  not  just  a  couple  of  pas¬ 
tors  running  around  doing  every¬ 
thing,”  Bishop  Wilson  continued. 
“The  people  in  the  congregation, 
motivated  by  the  pastors,  caught 
the  vision  and  are  excited  about  it. 
They  have  the  joy  of  knowing 
they’ve  changed  the  lives  of  boys 
and  girls.” 

'Circus'  of  children 

Mr.  Harrington  credits  older 


members  of  the  congregation 
with  allowing  their  formerly  qui¬ 
et  sanctuary  to  become  a  “cir¬ 
cus”  full  of  noisy  children. 

Mr.  Harrington,  45,  recruited 
children  by  going  to  the  elemen¬ 
tary  school  across  the  street  from 
the  church  and  asking  the  princi¬ 
pal  and  counselor  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  who  were  having  trouble  or 
who  had  emotional  problems. 

With  these  children  and  at¬ 
tracting  others,  he  started  sepa- 
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FORT  WORTH,  Texas — Student  pastors  Raul  Gutierrez  (left)  and  Brooks  Harrington,  along  with 
their  congregation,  have  transformed  aging  Diamond  Hill  United  Methodist  Church  into  a  lively 
ministry  reaching  out  to  its  tough  inner-city  neighborhood. 


rate  weekly  after-school  clubs  for 
boys  and  girls.  The  clubs  provide 
snacks  and  playtime,  he  said.  But 
they  also  provide  an  opportunity 
for  discussion  about  the  world 
these  children  live  in,  a  world  of 
gangs,  violence  and  drugs. 

Some  club  teachers  are  secretar¬ 
ies  from  Mr.  Harrington’s  former 
law  firm  who  have  “adopted”  the 
church. 

Members  of  a  singles  Sunday 
school  class  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  downtown  Fort 
Worth,  some  five  miles  away,  tu¬ 
tor  the  children  one  night  a  week. 

'Guardian  angel' 

Mr.  Harrington  said  that  First 
Church  has  been  their  “guardian 
angel,”  providing  people  and 
some  financial  support. 

In  a  community  in  which  most 
people  speak  Spanish,  Mr.  Har¬ 
rington  is  attempting  to  learn  the 
language. 

“The  children  help  me,”  he 
said. 

For  the  most  part,  Mr.  Har¬ 
rington  said,  he  relies  on  Mr.  Gu¬ 
tierrez  as  the  “bridge”  to  the 
Hispanic  community. 

“It  is  very  important  for  Raul 
to  be  here,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Gutierrez  said  he  is  devel¬ 
oping  “faith  communities”  in 
homes  where  he  teaches  Bible 
study  in  Spanish. 

With  all  of  their  efforts,  how¬ 
ever,  Mr.  Gutierrez  said  he  has 
had  to  learn  patience  and  not  to 
expect  too  much  of  people. 

“No  matter  how  much  you’re 
involved  in  doing  for  others,”  he 
said,  "it  is  God  who  is  responsi¬ 
ble  for  any  change  or  transforma¬ 
tion  in  a  person.” 


Attorney-turned-pastor  felt  called  to  tough  ministry 


"I  suddenly 
found  myself 
at  age  40 
financially  free 
to  do  what  I 
really  wanted 
to  do.  And 
feeling  a  real 
call  to  ministry 
in  the  inner 
city." 

— Brooks 
Harrington 
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By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— Why 
would  a  successful  attorney  give  up 
his  practice  in  mid-career  to  enter 
the  ministry  in  a  tough  neighbor¬ 
hood? 

Brooks  Harrington  did  just  that. 
At  times,  he  may  wonder  why  him¬ 
self. 

Educated  at  Yale,  the  University 
of  Oklahoma  and  George  Washing¬ 
ton  Law  School  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  Mr.  Harrington  was  at 
one  time  a  federal  prosecutor  who 
“gave  little  thought  to  God.” 

Now  a  student  pastor 

Now  he  is  a  seminary  student  and 
a  pastor  of  Diamond  Hill  United 
Methodist  Church,  a  small,  aging 
church  with  a  vibrant  ministry  to 
youths. 

Mr.  Harrington,  45,  is  a  youthful, 
energetic  man  with  a  dry  sense  of 
humor. 

Although  he  planned  to  enter  the 
ministry  and  worked  with  housing 
project  children  while  he  was  a  high 
school  student  in  Fort  Worth,  it  was 
while  he  was  a  federal  prosecutor  in 
Washington  that  he  developed  his 
most  pressing  concern  for  inner-city 
children,  he  said. 


Drugs,  gangs,  poverty  and  Illness  confront 
residents  of  neighborhood  near  church 


“I  saw  a  lot  of  suffering  and  a  lot 
of  violence  and  a  lot  of  wasted 
lives — mostly  children’s  lives — in 
D.C.”  he  said.  “It  really  got  next  to 
me. 

“The  only  hopeful  voices  I  heard 
in  the  inner  city  were  coming  out  of 
the  churches.” 

He  came  back  to  Fort  Worth  in 
1983  to  practice  law  and  started 
teaching  Sunday  school  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church. 

“Through  serious  study  of  scrip¬ 
ture  with  the  Rev.  William  Longs- 
worth  and  through  the  preaching  of 
the  Rev.  Barry  Bailey,  it  began  to  oc¬ 
cur  to  me  that  the  only  truth  that 
made  any  sense  out  of,  or  had  any 
hope  for,  the  situations  I’d  seen  was 
the  Gospel. 

“I  suddenly  found  myself  at  age 
40  financially  free  to  do  what  I  real¬ 
ly  wanted  to  do.  And  feeling  a  real 
call  to  ministry  in  the  inner  city." 

Money  for  ministries 

At  Diamond  Hill,  he  and  others 
(see  related  story  above)  have  start¬ 
ed  a  clothing  bank,  free  legal  clinic 


and  tried  to  fight  gangs,  provide  cri¬ 
sis  help  for  people  who  can’t  pay 
their  bills,  who  lose  their  jobs  or 
have  other  problems. 

Where  does  the  money  come 
from? 

“I  come  from  another  world,”  he 
said,  “the  world  that  has  money. 
We’ve  been  able  to  raise  money  for 
coats,  shoes,  eyeglasses  and  dental 
care — mostly  for  children.  We  do 
what  we  do,  not  because  we’re 
good,  but  because  God  is  good. 

“One  of  the  most  exciting  things 
recently,”  Mr.  Harrington  said,  “is 
that  an  attorney  has  agreed  to  help  a 
gifted  young  student  through  col¬ 
lege.” 

The  best  thing  about  his  minis¬ 
try? 

“The  kids,”  he  said,  “just  being 
with  the  kids.” 

The  worst? 

“The  worst  is  a  15-year-old  girl 
with  a  two-year-old  daughter  who 
lives  with  a  gang  member.  You  get 
her  out,  get  her  an  apartment,  then 
she  goes  back  to  the  gang  member. 

“The  worst  are  children  who  are 


heading  toward  gang  membership, 
drugs  and  crime; 

“The  worst  is  an  addict  who  al¬ 
most  overdosed.  Get  her  a  job,  she 
has  a  bad  weekend  and  she’s  back 
on  drugs  again; 

“The  worst  are  children  who  need 
medical  attention  and  their  families 
ignore  it,  or  kids  with  learning  dis¬ 
abilities  that  the  schools  don’t  have 
the  resources  to  deal  with. 

“And  that’s  hard  to  take,"  he 
said.  “You  lose  so  many  battles  that 
sometimes  it’s  hard  to  fight  the  next 
fight.  You  just  have  to  quit  keeping 
score.” 

Good  things  happen 

But,  he  said,  many  good  things 
happen,  too.  Time  and  time  again, 
someone  has  volunteered  to  help  or 
come  through  with  a  contribution 
just  when  the  ministry  needs  it 
most,  he  said. 

For  example,  shortly  before 
Christmas  Mr.  Harrington  entered 
the  church  worried  about  having 
enough  money  to  purchase  new 
coats  for  the  community  children. 

On  the  church’s  answering  ma¬ 
chine  was  a  message:  Dallas  Cow¬ 
boys  quarterback  Troy  Aikman,  who 
knew  about  the  ministry  through  a 
mutual  friend,  planned  to  make  a 
$5,000  donation. 
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Confirmation 
passes  on  faith 
to  next  generation 


Dr.  Donald  Cottrill 
Executive  Director 
Conference  Council 
on  Ministries 

Many  of  our  churches  will  soon  organize  their  confirmation  classes  for 
1994.  Young  people  will  be  invited  to  explore  the  beliefs  of  the  Christian 
faith,  the  theology  of  United  Methodism  and  the  history  and  doctrine  of 
our  church.  Each  one  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  affirm  his  or  her  faith 
in  God  and  in  Jesus  Christ,  God's  son  and  our  Savior.  These  young  people 
will  be  challenged  to  consider  their  own  beliefs  and  values.  They  will  be  in¬ 
vited  to  commit  their  lives  as  Christians  —  as  disciples  of  Christ 

Confirmation  is  one  of  the  most  important  steps  in  passing  on  the 
faith  of  our  fathers  and  mothers  to  our  children  —  the  next  generation  of 
Christians.  In  order  to  symbolize  this  process  of  passing  on  the  faith,  I 
want  to  suggest  to  you  a  method  I  have  used.  Make  time  in  the  confirma¬ 
tion  schedule  for  the  confirmands  to  interview  an  adult  Sunday  school 
class  or  other  adults,  even  adult  family  members.  Pair  the  confirmands 
with  adults  in  the  class,  perhaps  during  the  Sunday  school  hour.  Prepare 
a  series  of  questions  with  the  confirmands.  Such  questions  might  in¬ 
clude:  When  did  you  join  the  church?  What  has  being  a  Christian  meant 
to  your  life?  Why  do  you  think  I  should  become  a  follower  of  Christ  and 
a  member  of  The  United  Methodist  Church?  Allow  time  in  the  next 
class  session  for  the  young  people  to  report  back  on  their  findings. 

Thf$f  process  has  proven  to  be  meaningful  to  both  the  youth  and  the 
adults.  Whether  or  not  you  use  this  method,  I  encourage  you  to  find  ways 
to  make  the  passing  of  the  faith  into  a  personal  sharing  from  an  older 
mentor  to  a  new  disciple.  Confirmation  provides  a  chance  for  everyone  to 
be  reminded  of  the  fundamental  beliefs  of  our  faith.  Pray  for  these  young 
seekers  during  the  confirmation  time.  Use  this  time  to  remember  your 
own  decision  for  Christian  discipleship. 


Around  the  Conference 


Vernon  Lay,  chair  of  the  Pastor- 
Parish  Relations  Committee  of 
Grace  UMC,  Rustcn,  announces 
that  the  church  adds  its  support  to 
the  committee’s  recommendation 
of  Byron  Atkins 
for  certification 
as  diaconal  min¬ 
ister  in  Christian 
Education  and 
Youth  Work.  At 
a  church  confer¬ 
ence,  the  vote 
was  unanimous 
to  affirm  Byron’s 
commitment  to 
Byron  Atkins  that  ministry. 

He  has  begun  the  process  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  will  start  to  take  re¬ 
quired  courses  at  SMU’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas.  Atkins 
is  employed  at  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston.  He  and  his  wife, 
Sarabeth,  are  members  of  Grace 
UMC  where  Dr.  Jack  O’Dell  is  pastor 
and  she  is  church  secretary. 

... 

A  Lay  Speaking  Basic  Course  for 
Acadiana  District  will  be  offered 
Saturday,  Jan.  15,  in  First  UMC, 
Lafayette.  The  course  is  to  begin  at 
9  a.m.  and  conclude  at  4:30  p.m. 
Acadiana  District  will  hold  an  A 
Portion  Meant  Fair  on  Sunday,  Jan. 
23,  in  First  UMC  in  Franklin. 

... 

Young  people  in  the  sixth  grade 
and  above  have  been  invited  to  at¬ 
tend  the  series  of  Confirmation  Class¬ 
es  scheduled  to  begin  Jan.  16  in 
University  UMC,  Lake  Charles  The 
text  Making  Disciples  will  be  used. 

*  *  * 

JoBeth  Rees,  a  second  year  stu¬ 
dent  at  Garrett  Evangelical  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary  and  current  recipient 
of  the  Susie  May  Munholland 
Scholarship,  preached  at  three  Sun¬ 
day  morning  worship  services  on 


Slidell  City  Council  member 
Lionel  Washington  speaks  to 
Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC  on 
Christian  Education  Sunday. 


Rev.  Roger  Templeton  receives 
the  "1-Care"  Award  presented 
by  Faye  Green. 

the  first  Sunday  of  the  new  year.  It 
was  her  first  time  to  preach  in  her 
home  church. 

She  is  the  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Janice  Rees.  Rev.  Nick  Evans,  pastor 
of  Munholland,  said  “JoBeth  is  very 
much  a  product  of  Munholland.” 

She  described  the  church’s  youth 
group  as  “a  second  home  for  me.” 
She  was  president  of  the  UMYF  for 
two  years.  After  graduating  from 
high  school,  she  attend  Trinity  Uni¬ 
versity  in  San  Antonio  and  Cente¬ 
nary  College  in  Shreveport  where 
she  was  in  the  School  of  Church  Ca¬ 
reers  and  a  member  of  Centenary 
College  Choir.  The  focus  of  her 
studies  is  pastoral  care  and  counsel¬ 
ing  ministries.  For  the  past  three 
summers  she  has  worked  as  a  chap¬ 
lain  intern  at  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans. 
... 

Around  the  parishes  in  our  local 
churches,  special  activities  and  ser¬ 
vices  are  planned  to  observe  Martin 
Luther  King's  Birthday  on  Jan.  17 

... 

Each  year  the  Natchitoches  Drug 
and  Alcohol  Abuse  Clinic  honors 
two  volunteers  with  an  “I-Care” 
Award.  The  United  Methodist/Pres¬ 
byterian  Campus  Center  at  North¬ 
western  State  University  in 
Natchitoches,  the  Wesley  Westmin¬ 
ster  Foundation,  has  developed  a  re¬ 
lationship  with  the  clinic.  The 
center  provides  a  place  for  clients  to 
unwind,  relax,  have  fellowship  and 
participate  in  recreation. 

“Because  the  clients  get  so  many 
‘nos’  and  you  and  your  ministry 
provide  so  many  ‘yeses,’  you  have 
been  selected  to  receive  this  award, 
Christie  Weeks,  acting  supervisor 
of  the  clinic  said. 

Faye  Green  of  the  clinic  present¬ 
ed  a  plaque  to  Rev.  Roger  Temple¬ 
ton,  our  UM  campus  minister,  in 
his  office. 


Bishop  W.  Dew  of  Oregon-ldaho  Conference 
Bishop  Oden  to  speak  at  Boards  Convocation 


Bishop  William  W.  Dew  Jr.,  epis¬ 
copal  leader  of  the  Oregon-ldaho 
Conference,  who  is  president  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  and 
Bishop  William  Oden  will  be  fea¬ 
tured  speakers  at  the  Convocation 
of  Boards.  The  annual  event  will  be 
held  Thursday,  Jan.  27,  and  Friday, 
Jan.  28,  primarily  at  First  UMC  in 
downtown  Baton  Rouge.  However, 
a  few  of  the  meetings  have  other  lo¬ 
cations. 

Bishop  Dew  will  share  concerns, 
opportunities  and  challenges  that 
face  the  General  Church.  He  also 
will  discuss  the  Connectional  Issues 
Study  mandated  by  the  1992  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference.  The  study  is 
viewed  as  a  way  to  discover  our  cor¬ 


porate  mission  and  viable  structure 
and  to  fulfill  our  mission. 

The  study  is  under  the  leadership 
of  the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  and  is  related  to  the  organiza¬ 
tion  and  structure  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  specifically  as  it 
relates  to  general  boards  and  agencies. 

Louisiana  future 

Bishop  Oden  will  center  his  talk 
on  the  future  of  Louisiana  United 
Methodism  and  ways  these  relate  to 
the  General  Church  mission. 

Louisiana  United  Methodists  will 
be  given  opportunities  in  1994  to 
provide  suggestions  on  both  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  Louisiana  Conference  and 
the  General  Church. 


Illllliai 


Indowntown. 
Providence,  vivid 
colors  reflect  a  . 
larger  than  life 
i  triage  of  hope.. . 


January  16.  1994 

Human 

Relations  Day 

This  dramatic  mural  outside  a  community  center  in  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  vividly  depicts  members  of  different  races  working 
together  to  repair  their  broken  world.  Grim  scenes  of  violence  and 
drug  abuse  blend  into  visions  of  people  escaping  despair  and  dis¬ 
mantling  the  walls  that  block  them  from  a  brighter  future. 

Human  Relations  Day  offering 
will  help  repair  broken  world 


Portions  of  our  broken  world  can 
be  repaired  by  caring  projects. 

Direct  Action  for  Rights  and 
Equality  (DARE)  a  local  communi¬ 
ty  organization  in  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  recruited  40  volun¬ 
teers,  mostly  youths,  to  design  and 
paint  the  mural  above. 

They  began  the  five-month  proj¬ 
ect  by  exploring  their  different  cul¬ 
tures  and  concerns  through 
dialogues  and  visits  to  a  library  and 
museum.  The  striking  result  is  a 
harsh  view  of  their  world,  but  a 
hopeful  vision  of  the  future. 

Vision  to  reality 

That  vision  is  becoming  a  reality 
for  many  long-neglected,  low-in¬ 
come  residents  of  Providence, 
thanks  to  community  improve¬ 
ments  and  a  new  sense  of  power 
gained  through  DARE.  Since  1986, 
the  organization’s  interracial  mem¬ 
bers  have  conducted  surveys,  orga¬ 
nized  protests  and  media  events, 
forged  coalitions  and  negotiated  for 
changes. 

Among  their  gains  are:  improved 
sanitation  and  food  quality  at  a  lo¬ 
cal  supermarket,  better  pay  for 
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Board  members  sign  the  first  construction  piling  that  will  be  used  to 
begin  the  $21  million  expansion  project  for  Methodist  Hospital  in 
New  Orleans.  FROM  LEFT,  are  Rev.  John  Koelemay,  a  founder;  Wil¬ 
lis  Baker,  Judge  Thomas  Giraud,  Bishop  William  Oden,  Matt  Kawa- 
salu;  Dr.  Frank  Incaprena,  first  chief  of  staff,  and  Marian  Eggerton 
board  chair.  Also  participating  were  Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn  and 
Kenneth  Schor,  a  founder  and  board  chair,  Methodist  Health  Sys¬ 
tem  Foundation. 


Louisiana  Conference  councils, 
boards,  commissions  and  commit¬ 
tees  will  meet  individually  for  vi¬ 
sioning,  planning  and  budgeting  for 
the  year. 

By  Jan.  19,  each  person  planning 
to  attend  the  convocation  should  re¬ 
turn  a  card  mailed  to  them  from  Dr. 
Don  Cottrill,  executive  director, 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

Participants  should  be  prepared  to 
pay  individually  for  food,  travel  and 
lodging  and  to  turn  in  expenses  by 
voucher  to  the  board  or  agency  of 
which  they  are  members.  The  Thurs¬ 
day  evening  banquet  is  $6.50  per  per¬ 
son  and  the  Friday  lunch  is  $5. 

The  schedule  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  Dr.  Cottrill. 

Thursday  meetings 

Meetings  on  Thursday,  Jan.  27, 
are  as  follows:  Board  of  Pensions,  9 
a.m.  in  AB  1 17;  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  10  a.m.  SL-04  (Tharseon 
Classroom);  VISION  2000  Confer¬ 
ence  Committee,  noon,  in  Head¬ 
quarters  Building,  527  North 
Boulevard,  Area  Meeting  Room, 
Second  Floor;  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation,  1:30  p.m.  in  AB  115,  First 
UMC. 

Also  meeting  on  Thursday,  Jan. 
27,  are:  CrossLines  Ministry,  3  p.m. 
AB  1 12;  Board  of  Diaconal  Minis- 
try,  3  p.m.  AB  113;  Conference 
Center  Board  of  Trustees,  3  p.m.  in 
Headquarters  Building,  Area  Meet¬ 
ing  Room;  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  Executive  Committee,  4  p.m. 
in  AB  1 14  at  First  UMC;  Commu¬ 
nications  Committee,  4:30  p.m.  AB 
107;  CCOM  Executive  Committee, 
4:30  p.m.  Headquarters  Building, 
Third  Floor. 

The  convocation  banquet  will  be 
held  Thursday,  Jan.  27,  at  6:30  p.m. 
in  the  Gym  at  First  UMC. 


Meeting  Friday 

Meeting  on  Friday,  Jan.  28,  at  the 
Hilton  Hotel  are  the  Board  of 
Trustees  at  7  a.m.  and  the  Board  of 
Laity  at  7:30  a.m. 

Meeting  Friday,  Jan.  28,  at  9  a.m. 
at  First  UMC  are:  Board  of  Diaco¬ 
nal  Ministry  in  AB  113;  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry,  SL-04;  Board  of 
Discipleship,  SL-08;  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  AB  114;  Board 
of  Higher  Education,  AB  115; 
Board  of  Health  and  Welfare,  AB 
1 12;  Commission  on  Equitable 
Compensation,  AB  105;  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Archives  and  History,  AB 
108;  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race,  AB  106;  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns,  YB  Colloquium;  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Special  Ministries,  AB 
107;  Town  and  Country  Ministries, 
SL-10. 

Meeting  at  10  a.m.  on  Friday, 
Jan.  28,  are:  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration,  Headquarters 
Building,  Commission  on  Status 
and  Role  of  Women,  SL-12  and  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  SL-02; 
Board  of  Church  Extension,  AB 
117. 

The  Committee  on  Episcopacy 
will  gather  at  noon  in  the  Episcopal 
Residence. 

Lunch  is  to  be  served  at  noon  in 
First  UMC  Gym. 

Meeting  at  3  p.m.  on  Friday,  Jan. 
28,  will  be  the  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  SL-02. 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  has 
been  renovated  and  added  to,  so 
some  of  the  locations  may  be  unfa¬ 
miliar  to  participants.  “AB”  stands 
for  Adult  Building;”  YB,”  Youth 
Building;  “S”  for  Sanctuary  Build¬ 
ing  and  “L”  for  Lower  Level.  Thus 
“SL”  means  lower  level  of  the  Sane- 
tuary  Building. 


state-funded  child  care  providers, 
new  playgrounds,  more  parental  in¬ 
volvement  and  bilingual  education 
in  public  school  and  a  reduction  in 
proposed  state  budget  cuts  for  hu¬ 
man  services. 

Helps  communities 

The  Human  Relations  Day  offer¬ 
ing  funds  United  Methodist  Volun¬ 
tary  Services  which  helps  DARE 
and  23  grass-roots  organizations  in 
other  communities  by  empowering 
them  for  social  change. 

The  offering  also  funds  similar 
work  among  ethnic  minority 
churches  through  the  Community 
Developers  Program,  and  supports 
local  church  efforts  to  link  caring 
mentors  with  teenagers  in  trouble 
with  the  Youth  Offender  Rehabili¬ 
tation  Program. 

When  we  give  generously  to  the 
offering  on  Human  Relations  Day  in 
our  local  churches,  we  celebrate  and 
support  the  vision  of  justice,  dignity 
and  cooperation  that  members  of 
DARE  have  so  richly  illustrated. 
You  can  help  them  and  many  oth¬ 
ers  realize  that  vision. 


Baton  Rouge  church  cross  erected  during  wartime 
as  beacon  to  flying  cadets  serves  as  peacetime 
worship  signal  to  interstate  and  downtown  travelers 


United  Methodists  coming  from 
all  over  the  state  for  meetings  such 
as  the  Convocation  of  Boards  Jan. 
27-28,  will  know  it  is  time  to  leave 
the  interstate  when  they  see  the  fa¬ 
miliar  cross  atop  the  steeple  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  down¬ 
town  Baton  Rouge. 

A  waitress  who  works  in  a  down¬ 
town  cafe  said  that  when  she  sees 
the  cross  on  the  way  to  work  each 
morning,  it  is  her  signal  to  start 
praying. 

Meaningful  to  many 

The  downtown  landmark  has 
meant  “prayer,”  “worship”  or 
“church  home”  to  many  over  the 
years.  Working  parents  stop  there  to 
leave  their  children  in  the  safety  of 
day  care.  At  night  the  cross  is  light¬ 
ed.  Day  or  night,  it  can  be  seen 
from  the  interstate  and  in  some  of 
the  downtown  area. 

Although  it  is  now  a  peacetime  sig¬ 
nal  to  travelers  on  the  interstate  and 
visitors  to  the  downtown  area  includ¬ 
ing  legislators  arriving  for  sessions  at 
the  State  Capitol,  the  lighted  cross 
was  erected  in  wartime. 

Leila  M.  Detlefs,  a  long-time 
member  of  the  church,  told  her  se¬ 
nior  minister,  Dr.  Chris  Andrews, 
why  the  cross  came  to  be  there. 

“The  lighted  cross  was  erected 
there  during  World  War  II  when 
Harding  Field,  a  U.S.  Army  Air 
Force  Flight  Training  School,  was 
at  the  site  of  what  is  now  Ryan  Air¬ 
port,”  she  said. 

The  flight  cadets  were  being 
taught  to  fly  fighter  planes  at  Har¬ 
ding  Field  and  crashes  in  the  area 
were  common. 

There  were  many  local,  grim  re¬ 
minders  of  the  war  being  waged  so 
far  away. 

“It  seems  that  every  week  and 
sometimes  more  frequently  flag- 
draped  caskets  could  be  seen  wait¬ 
ing  on  the  platform  at  the  railroad 
station  near  the  Old  Capitol,"  Mrs. 


Detlefs  remembered. 

Evening  services 

“Sunday  evening  church  services 
were  popular  at  that  time  and  we  of¬ 
ten  heard  the  planes  flying  over  while 
we  were  worshipping  in  First  UMC,” 
she  explained.  “One  of  the  saints  in 
our  church  thought  of  placing  the 
lighted  cross  on  the  church  as  a  bea¬ 
con  to  the  cadets  when  they  were  on 
their  night  training  missions. 

“This  proved  to  be  a  much  wel¬ 
comed  and  inspirational  sight  to 
those  young  pilots.” 

Many  of  them  attended  church 
and  told  members  what  it  meant  to 
them  and  others.  Some  of  the  cadets 
wrote  letters  to  the  church. 

“When  they  saw  that  cross  they 
knew  they  had  almost  completed 
their  training  mission  and  would 
soon  be  back  safely  on  the  ground, 
“Mrs.  Detlefs  said."  They  said  the 
cross  often  gave  them  courage  to 
continue  when  things  were  not  go¬ 
ing  well.” 

Modern  ministry  slated 
as  focus  for  pastors 

Ministers’  Week  at  SMU’s  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology  will  be  held 
Feb.  7-9.  The  week  will  focus  on  the 
nuts  and  bolts  of  contemporary 
ministry. 

Workshop  topics  will  include 
stewardship,  sermon  preparation 
and  church  growth. 

Featured  speakers  will  be  Dr. 
Neill  Q.  Hamilton,  professor  of 
New  Testament  at  the  Theological 
School  at  Drew  University;  Dr.  Eu¬ 
gene  Lowry,  the  William  K.  McEl- 
vaney  Professor  of  Preaching  at  St. 
Paul  School  of  Theology,  and  Rev. 
Loren  B.  Mead,  founder  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  Alban  Institute. 

For  additional  information,  call 
Perkins’  Office  of  Continuing  Edu¬ 
cation  (214)  768-2251. 
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Counter  racism's  hatred  with  God's  love 


Grim  reminders  of  racism  intrud¬ 
ed  on  the  12  days  of  Christmas. 
Consider: 

■  A  Boston  businessman  told  a 
neo-Nazi  gathering  two  years  ago  that 
the  Holocaust  never  happened;  today 

:  he  faces  prosecution  in  Germany. 

■  White  supremacist  literature  is 
being  smuggled  from  the  U.S.  into 
Germany;  the  German  government 
is  pleading  with  American  officials 
to  help  stem  the  tide. 

■  The  Ku  Klux  Klan  obtained  a 
permit  to  demonstrate  at  the  Indi¬ 
ana  state  capitol  on  the  weekend 
preceding  Martin  Luther  King  Day 


The  new  film  "Schindler's  List" 
shows  how  German  industrialist 
Oskar  Schindler,  a  member  of 
the  Nazi  Party  during  World 
War  II,  saved  1,100  Jews,  among 
them  300  women  and  children 
imprisoned  at  Auschwitz-Bir- 
kenau  forced  labor  camp  in  Po¬ 
land  (at  right).  Along  with  the 
recent  recognition  of  Israel  by 
the  Vatican,  the  story  of  one  in¬ 
dividual's  courageous  actions 
bears  witness  to  the  light  of 
God's  love  that  can  obliterate 
the  dark  forces  of  racism  now  at 
work  in  the  world  (see  editorials 
above  and  at  right). 


Editorials 


Jan.  17  (see  “My  Witness”  at  right). 

How  can  Christians  stand  against 
such  racially  motivated  acts?  Two 
recent  events  offer  clues. 

First  is  the  recent  diplomatic  rec¬ 
ognition  of  Israel  by  the  Vatican. 
This  action  has  symbolic  implica¬ 
tions  that  go  far  beyond  the  politi¬ 
cal.  Specifically,  it  sends  out  an 
official  signal  that  centuries-old  ani¬ 
mosities  between  Jews  and  Chris¬ 


tians  are  ending  (see  related 
editorial  below). 

Second  is  the  national  release  of 
Steven  Spielberg’s  new  film, 
Schindler's  List.  The  film  shows 
how  one  individual’s  courage  can 
counteract  evil.  Its  protagonist,  Ger¬ 
man  industrialist  and  Nazi  Party 
member  Oskar  Schindler,  saved  more 
than  1 , 1 00  Jews  during  World  War  II. 

We  believe  that  both  the  Vatican- 
Israel  ties  and  Schindler's  List  wit¬ 
ness  to  the  light  that  can  obliterate 
racism’s  darkness.  They  remind  the 
world  that  God  condemns  the  sub¬ 
jugation  of  one  race  by  another  and 


works  through  unlikely  events  and 
people  to  counter  racial  injustice. 

Remember  these  witnesses  of 
God’s  power  as  you  proceed  through 
1994.  Ask  yourself  how  God  might  be 
trying  to  use  you  and  your  congrega¬ 
tion  to  confront  the  demon  of  racism. 

If  you  have  any  doubts  about 
whether  God  calls  us  to  such  a  wit¬ 
ness,  reflect  on  this  biblical  truth: 

“Those  who  say  ‘I  love  God,’  and 
hate  their  brothers  or  sisters,  are  liars; 
for  those  who  do  not  love  a  brother  or 
a  sister  whom  they  have  seen,  cannot 
love  God  whom  they  have  not  seen” 
(1  John  4:20,  NRSV). 

Hold  Vatican > 
Israel  to  shared 
faith  tenets 

Even  as  Christians  rejoice  in  the 
new  Catholic-Jewish  rapprochement 
(see  related  editorial  above),  we 
mustn’t  overlook  that  the  Vatican-Isra- 
el  relationship  has  an  inherent  peril. 

Specifically,  the  bilateral  relation¬ 
ship  leaves  out  the  Palestinians.  This 
exclusion  comes  at  a  particularly 
ticklish  time  as  Israel  and  the  Pales¬ 
tinian  Liberation  Organization  strug¬ 
gle  to  bring  into  reality  their  mutual 
accord  signed  four  months  ago. 

In  fact,  Palestinian  Catholics  re¬ 
port  that  they  feel  abandoned  by 
their  church  because  of  the  Vati¬ 
can’s  new  links  with  Israel. 

What  a  tragedy  it  would  be  if  the 
Vatican-Israel  recognition — which 
holds  out  such  hope  for  the  future — 
were  perverted  into  an  unholy  alli¬ 
ance  that  perpetuated  oppression 
against  Palestinians  of  any  faith! 

That  possibility  makes  it  incum¬ 
bent  upon  the  world’s  Christians  to 
hold  these  new  partners  account¬ 
able  for  living  up  to  their  shared 
faith  traditions  in  working  towards 
a  just  peace  in  the  Middle  East. 


Hurrah  for  a  down-to-earth  view  of  baptism! 


In  response  to  the  Rev.  Charles 
Hill’s  words  on  baptism,  “Humans 
would  do  well  not  to  be  so  precise 
about  this  thing”  (see  UMR,  Dec.  24), 
all  I  can  say  is:  hurrah  for  Mr.  Hill! 

His  column  was  the  most  down- 
to-earth  definition  of  what  baptism 
is  and  should  be  that  I  have  seen  in 
a  long  time.  How  can  we  claim  our 
theology  to  be,  “by  grace  alone  we 
are  saved,”  and  then  argue  about 
whether  we  were  baptized  in  the 
right  way,  or  at  the  right  time,  or 
even  whether  once  is  enough  and 
twice  is  too  much? 

If  such  an  act  can  help  me  to  con¬ 
nect  with  God  in  some  small  way, 
then  I’m  all  for  it — whenever,  how- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

ever,  and  maybe  even  “as  needed”! 

Phillip  Plunk 
Albany,  Texas 

A  location  suggestion 

I  have  a  suggestion  for  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries  as 
they  search  for  a  new  location. 

I  have  a  good  friend,  an  intelli¬ 
gent,  competent  person,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Board.  Let  the  board 
lay  before  her  their  list  of  require¬ 
ments  for  the  city  they  propose  to 


move  to  from  New  York.  Request 
her  to  choose  two  cities  that  meet 
the  qualifications.  She  will  have  no 
trouble  doing  so.  Then  let  the  Rev. 
Randolph  Nugent,  the  board’s  chief 
executive,  flip  a  coin  to  decide 
which  of  the  two  will  be  chosen. 

I  am  reasonably  sure  that  my  friend 
won’t  charge  the  board  $100,000  for 
her  services — a  clear  saving  of 
$300,000  from  the  $400,000  they  pro¬ 
pose  now  to  spend  in  the  process. 

Seriously,  if  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  set  out  deliberately  to 
discourage  the  payment  of  appor¬ 
tionments  by  local  churches,  they 
could  hardly  do  better  than  by 
throwing  away  nearly  half  a  million 


dollars  to  decide  where  to  move. 

Joseph  H.  Grostephan 

Unicoi,  Tennessee 

Clarification 

A  Letter  to  the  Editor  published 
in  the  Dec.  1 7  issue  surmised  that  a 
small  number  of  United  Methodist 
bishops  and  their  spouses  recently 
donated  “nine  or  ten  each”  winter 
coats  for  Armenia.  The  actual  aver¬ 
age  among  bishops  and  spouses  par¬ 
ticipating  was  closer  to  one  per 
person,  totaling  75  coats  plus  $400 
for  shipping  costs.  The  Reporter  re¬ 
grets  any  misunderstanding  that 
may  have  been  conveyed  by  either 
the  original  Nov.  19  news  report  or 
by  the  Dec.  1 7  letter. 


We  mustn't  allow  violence  to  mean  'nuthin' ' 


By  DELTON  KRUEGER 

In  a  recent  conversation  a  friend 
who  is  now  a  business  executive  re¬ 
called  his  experience  of  the  war  in 
Vietnam  as  if  it  were  yesterday. 

He  remembered  telling  a  fellow 
soldier  that  the  man’s  best  friend 
had  just  been  killed  in  battle.  The 
soldier  looked  my  friend  in  the  eye 
and  said,  “It  don’t  mean  nuthin’.” 

A  person  might  conclude  that  say¬ 
ing  “It  don’t  mean  nuthin’  ”  is  be¬ 
coming  a  habit  in  the  United  States. 

Inevitable  body 

Television  news  presents  a  street 
scene  with  the  inevitable  sheet-cov¬ 
ered  body.  Distraught  friends  and 
relatives,  the  firm-eyed  police 
spokesperson,  and  the  windblown 
reporter  tell  a  familiar  story.  Over 
and  over  again  the  same  scene  ap¬ 
pears  in  different  neighborhoods, 
mostly  in  urban  areas  but  increas¬ 
ingly  in  suburban  and  rural  places. 

Whether  in  city  or  countryside 
people  are  being  influenced  to  ex¬ 
pect  guns  to  be  the  method  of 
choice  for  settling  differences. 


Here  I  Stand 


The  Rev.  Delton 
Krueger  is  a  clergy 
member  of  the 
Minnesota  Annual 
Conference. 


Young  people  in  particular  learn 
from  movies  and  television  to  ex¬ 
pect  violent  action  when  tensions 
rise  between  people.  The  excite¬ 
ment  of  a  battle  is  part  of  video 
games  for  all  ages. 

One  is  hard  pressed  to  know  how 
to  influence  a  way  of  life  that  glori¬ 
fies  violence  and  denies  its  accom¬ 
panying  pain,  bereavement  and 
social  disorder.  The  step  from  mor¬ 
al  outrage  over  violence  and  prod¬ 
ucts  that  encourage  violence  to  the 
next  step  of  positive  corrective  ac¬ 
tion  is  a  giant  step. 

Such  a  giant  step  from  moral  out¬ 


rage  to  personal  responsibility  hap¬ 
pens  when  people  become  aware  of 
their  communities.  The  faith  com¬ 
munity  of  a  church  has  a  particular 
responsibility  to  model  positive  ac¬ 
tion  that  reflects  the  life-giving  min¬ 
istry  of  Jesus  Christ.  Examples: 

/  Join  and  support  community 
organizations  that  are  actually  do¬ 
ing  good  for  people.  One  example  is 
Habitat  for  Humanity. 

/  Take  the  initiative  in  getting 
to  know  neighbors.  Learn  names. 
Speak  up.  Be  friendly. 

✓  Provide  local  media  with  posi¬ 
tive  “hard  news”  stories  on  com¬ 
munity  and  family  life.  Learn  to 
write  and  to  take  good  pictures. 
Help  media  people  in  finding  more 
than  violence. 

•f  Let  station  managers  and  vid¬ 
eo  store  management  know  of  your 
reasons  for  objecting  to  certain 
products.  Share  your  ideas  about 
community  life  and  how  media  can 
more  effectively  build  a  sense  of  re¬ 
spect  for  human  dignity. 

f  Monitor  personal  video  habits 
in  terms  of  violence.  Ask,  “What 


does  my  reaction  to  this  movie  or 
video  tell  me  about  my  own  soul  and 
mind?  Am  I  ready  to  let  God  cleanse 
me  of  violence?  Am  I  ready  to  be  a 
peaceful,  loving  person?” 

'Don't  mean  nuthin'  " 

Christian  spirituality  says  that 
whatever  happens  means  some¬ 
thing.  The  pain  of  “It  don’t  mean 
nuthin’  ”  registers  as  an  expression 
of  anger  and  disappointment  over 
life  gone  berserk. 

“It  don’t  mean  nuthin’  ”  may  be  in 
fact  a  way  of  saying,  “This  means  ev¬ 
erything  to  me  and  I  feel  so  helpless.” 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Give,  and  it  will  be  given  to  you; 
good  measure,  pressed  down,  shak¬ 
en  together,  running  over,  will  be 
put  into  your  lap.  For  the  measure 
you  give  will  be  the  measure  you  get 
back.” 
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Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  John  3:17) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  16 

Sunday:  Psalms  1 39: 1  -6 
Monday:  Psalms  139:13-18 
Tuesday:  1  Samuel  3:1-10 
Wednesday:  1  Samuel  3:1 1-20 
Thursday:  1  Corinthians  6:12-14 
Friday:  1  Corinthians  6:15-20 
Saturday:  John  1:43-51 


We  should  speak  our 
truth  as  God  reveals  it 


By  WOODIE  W.  WHITE 

KKK!  Those  ominous  letters, 
when  linked,  elicit  anger,  rage, 
fear  among  many.  In  another  time 
and  place  they  always  represented 
a  threat  to  life.  There  are  those 
who  would  revive  their  power. 

Last  year’s  announcement  that  a 
branch  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  tar¬ 
geted  several  Indiana  communi¬ 
ties  as  sites  for  rallies  and 
recruiting  efforts  caused  alarm 
and  concern  among  many. 

A  rally  announced  for  the  steps 
of  the  state  house  drew  protest,  a 
call  for  counter  demonstrations, 
and  a  plea  that  the  organization 
not  be  permitted  to  gather  to  ex¬ 
press  their  views.  I  cannot  in  all 
good  conscience  join  the  voices  of 
those  who  would  deny  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan  its  right  to  speak. 

Precious  liberty 

One  of  the  precious  liberties  in 
our  nation  is  the  fundamental 
right  to  speech  within  the  bound¬ 
aries  of  the  constitutional  guaran¬ 
tee.  I  guard  preciously  and  hold 
almost  sacred  the  right  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  to  read,  view,  and  to  speak 
unencumbered  except  by  the  most 
careful  interpretation  of  our  Con¬ 
stitution.  In  our  nation  we  are  giv¬ 
en  the  right  to  be  wrong! 

I  shudder  at  any  attempts  by  gov¬ 
ernment,  religion,  or  state  to  chip 
away  at  this  precious  cornerstone. 

Even  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  must  be 
granted  the  right  to  speak  its 
“truth”  as  it  believes  it!  Theirs  is  a 
“truth”  I  hold  to  be  un-American, 
un-Christian,  and  unwelcomed!  A 
considered,  reasonable  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  informed  Christian  response  is 
not  to  deny  others  an  opportunity 
to  speak  their  “truth,”  but  rather  to 
speak  our  “truth”  as  God  has  re¬ 
vealed  it  to  us.  And  to  speak  with 
such  passion,  clarity,  and  consisten¬ 
cy  that  it  will  be  the  “truth”  em¬ 
braced  by  those  who  hear. 

Frankly,  I  am  not  nearly  as  con¬ 
cerned  about  white-sheeted  men 
and  women  gathered  at  the  state 
house  in  Indianapolis,  as  I  am 


My  Witness 
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pal  leader  ol  the 
Indiana  Area  of 
The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 


about  the  racism,  bigotry  and  divi¬ 
siveness  spewed  on  radio  and  tele¬ 
vision  programs  daily,  by  those 
with  similar  ideology  but  without 
sheets!  In  some  ways  I  believe  it 
has  been  the  resurgence  of  racist 
and  bigoted  views  in  “high  places” 
that  has  now  given  permission  to 
those  in  “low  places”  to  speak 
with  such  boldness. 

What  'truth'? 

In  the  face  of  this  resurgence  of 
hate,  we  United  Methodists  ought 
to  ask  ourselves  what  “truth”  of 
racial  harmony  and  inclusiveness 
have  we  spoken  in  pulpit,  Sunday 
School  classroom,  Women’s  and 
Men’s  meetings.  What  “truth” 
have  we  offered  and  challenged 
our  congregations  to  appropriate 
and  emulate? 

I  would  encourage  congrega¬ 
tions  to  come  together  and  invite 
others  not  in  protest  but  rather  for 
a  time  of  re-commitment  to  make 
congregation,  home  and  society  a 
place  where  racial  inclusiveness, 
harmony  and  justice  are  practiced, 
not  just  proclaimed. 

The  attempts  to  revive  hate  or¬ 
ganizations,  black  or  white,  is  in 
part  an  indictment  of  us — you 
and  me.  Somehow  I  feel  a  sense  of 
our  failure  to  utterly  declare  and 
convince  others  of  our  truth — that 
we  are  brothers  and  sisters  created 
by  a  good,  gracious  and  wise  God, 
who  chose  to  create  the  family  in 
colors  and  hues  of  grand  diversity. 
And  when  'God  completed  this  di¬ 
vine  design,  He  called  it  good! 

That  is  our  theological  truth! 


What  others  are  saying 


‘Every  second  of  every  hour  of¬ 
fers  a  new  opportunity  for  Christ  to 
be  bom  in  human  events.  Each  time 
we  act  with  love,  compassion  and 
mercy,  Christ  is  bom  again.” 

— Columnist  Barbara  Reynolds  in 
“USA  Today.” 

*  *  * 

“I’m  tired  of  Tittle’  churches, 


whether  they  have  40  members  or 
4,000.  We  need  to  stir  up  all  the 
dust  we  can  manage.  We  need  to  get 
leaders  into  local  churches  who  can 
transform  them  into  units  that  can 
push  into  the  world!” 

— The  Rev.  Gordon  C.  Goodgame, 
executive  director  of  the  Southeast¬ 
ern  Jurisdiction. 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 

Development 

Fund 

Helping  to  Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note  Minimum  Investment  Rate* 

4  year  term _ $100 _ 4.80%’ 

1  year  term  $100  3.00% 

Flexible  $100  2.50% 


*Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 
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CDC  CAMPAIGN  AFFIRMED:  The 


i 


chief  executive  of  the  church’s  social-action 
agency  urged  church  mem¬ 
bers  to  use  the  new  govern¬ 
ment-sponsored  HIV/AIDS 
public  service  announce¬ 
ments  for  family  discussion 
:  in  a  religious  context.  Pro¬ 
duced  by  the  Centers  for 
;  Disease  Control  and  Pre¬ 
vention,  the  radio  and  TV 
:  announcements  target 
adults  25  and  younger,  urging  them  to  reduce 
their  risk  of  contracting  HIV  by  stressing  the 
importance  of  abstinence,  changing  life-threat¬ 
ening  behavior,  and/or  correctly  and  consis¬ 
tently  using  condoms.  Without  endorsing  the 
announcements  themselves,  the  Rev.  Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett  cited  a  resolution  passed 
by  General  Conference  affirming  abstinence 
from  sexual  relations  as  the  best  decision  for 
our  youth. 


GRANT  AWARD:  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter  is  among  5  religious  publications  to 
share  in  a  $  1 00,000  grant  from  the  Pew  Charita¬ 
ble  Trusts  to  publish  special  issues  on  the 
church  and  the  environment,  population  con¬ 
trol  and  consumption.  The  awards  were  an¬ 
nounced  Jan.  7  by  the  Rev.  Judith  L.  Weidman, 
executive  director  of  Religious  News  Service, 
which  assisted  the  foundation  in  its  applicant 
search.  The  Reporter’s  special  issue  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  Summer  1994  as  a  prelude  to  an  inter¬ 
national  conference  on  population  control 
scheduled  in  September  in  Cairo,  Egypt. 


INROADS  IN  RUSSIA:  A  massive  evan¬ 
gelization  project  sponsored  by  a  wide  range  of 
U.S.  Protestant  groups  continues  to  make  in¬ 
roads  in  Russia,  despite  political  turmoil  and  ef¬ 
forts  to  place  curbs  on  proselytizing  by  foreign 
religious  groups.  That  report  comes  from  Paul 
Eshleman  of  the  CoMission  Project,  a  joint  un¬ 
dertaking  of  more  than  80  evangelical  Christian 
groups  in  an  effort  to  send  12,000  missionaries 
to  Russia  over  the  next  four  years.  Mr.  Eshle¬ 
man  is  director  of  The  Jesus  Film  Project  of 
Campus  Crusade  for  Christ  International,  head¬ 
quartered  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  which  is  distributing 
its  film  about  the  life  of  Jesus  in  Russia’s  public 
schools  as  part  of  the  CoMission  operation. 


'Sophia'  worship  rocks  United  Methodists 


' Re-Imagining '  conclave's  liturgy, 
themes  spark  evangelical  protests 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

A  November  ecumenical  con¬ 
ference  on  faith  and  feminism 
whose  worship  included  prayers 
to  “Sophia”  is  sending  shock 
waves  across  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Allegations  of  blasphemy  and 
heresy  are  being  leveled  against 
the  Sophia  liturgies  and  some 
workshop  topics  during  the  recent 
“Re-imagining”  conference  held 
in  Minneapolis  as  an  observance 
in  honor  of  the  Ecumenical  De¬ 
cade  of  Churches  in  Solidarity 
with  Women  (see  UMR,  Dec.  3 
and  related  story  at  right). 

“Sophia”  is  a  Greek  word 
meaning  “wisdom”  which  appears 
in  the  earliest  translations  of  the 
Bible  and  figures  in  one  of  the  ear¬ 
ly  Christian  theological  debates 
(see  related  box  at  right). 

Particularly  critical 

Two  publications  associated 
with  groups  within  the  church 
have  been  particularly  critical  of 
the  event: 

•f  Good  News  magazine,  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Kentucky-based  Fo¬ 
rum  for  Scriptural  Christianity 
Inc.,  also  known  commonly  as 
Good  News;  and 

/  RENEW,  a  newsletter  of 
the  Georgia-based  Evangelical 
Coalition  for  United  Methodist 
Women. 

In  addition  to  condemning  the 
Sophia  prayers  and  liturgies,  the 
two  publications  have  deplored 
presentations  by  some  speakers 
and  workshop  leaders  who  report¬ 
edly  challenged  some  of  the  histor¬ 
ic  tenets  of  the  Christian  faith. 

Among  the  tenets  challenged 
was  the  need  for  atonement — 
that  is,  that  it  was  necessary  for 


Jesus  to  die  for  humanity’s  sins. 
One  speaker  also  reportedly  de¬ 
picted  sisters  Mary  and  Martha 
of  Bethany  as  lesbian  lovers. 

Good  News  magazine  editor 
the  Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger  II 
called  the  conference  the  “most 
theologically  aberrant  I  have  ever 
read  about  ...  [a]  defiance  of  the 
historic  faith.” 

Of  particular  distress,  both 
groups  claimed,  was  that  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Global 
Missions  helped  support  the  event, 
an  assertion  denied  by  the  division. 

Dr.  Heidinger  called  on  United 
Methodist  bishops  to  intervene,  but 
he  didn’t  specify  where  or  how.  He 
also  called  on  local  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women’s  units  to  “re-think” 
their  financial  support  of  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  “if  public  refutation 
and  apology  [are]  not  made.” 

Both  groups  urged  their  con¬ 
stituents  to  write  to  Joyce  Sohl, 
head  of  the  Women’s  Division, 
to  protest  the  division’s  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  event. 

Sponsorship  denied 

Ms.  Sohl,  in  a  prepared  state¬ 
ment,  said  that  the  division  was 
not  an  official  sponsor  or  “funder” 
of  the  event  (although  the  “Re-im- 
aging”  conference  handbook  lists 
the  division  as  a  “funder”)  and  was 
not  represented  in  planning  it. 

She  said  the  event  was  a  regional 
conference  sponsored  by  the  St. 
Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Minnesota 
Councils  of  Churches  to  mark  the 
midpoint  in  the  ecumenical  decade 
women’s  observance. 

Ms.  Sohl  also  said  that  atten¬ 
dance  at  the  conference  did  not 
indicate  approval  of  every  thing 
that  happened. 

Although  the  division  did  not 


About  "Sophia" 

Sophia:  Greek  word  for 
"wisdom."  Recently  the  word 
has  been  interpreted 
to  mean  a  goddess  whom 
some  early  Christians 
believed  essential  to 
understanding  God. 

Gnostics:  A  group  of  early 
Christians  whose  practices 
included  worship  of  Sophia. 
Gnosticism:  The  idea  that 
salvation  is  by  knowledge 
("gnosis"  in  Greek),  rather 
than  atonement.  "Gnosis" 
sometimes  was  believed 
to  come  from  "secret" 
apostolic  traditions  allegedly 
given  to  a  select  group. 

_  UMR  ILLUSTRATION 


contribute  to  the  program  of  the 
event,  she  said,  the  division  did 
pay  expenses  for  some  of  the  400 
United  Methodist  women  who  at¬ 
tended.  Fifty-six  division  direc¬ 
tors,  staff  members  and  annual 
conference  vice  presidents  attend¬ 
ed  at  church  expense,  she  said. 

In  addition,  the  division  award¬ 
ed  a  $2,500  grant  to  the  Minnesota 
Annual  Conference  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  for  scholarships  to 
the  event,  Ms.  Sohl  said. 

It’s  common  practice  for  the 
Women’s  Division  to  offer  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  directors  and 
staff  members  to  ecumenical 
events,  she  said. 

The  reaction  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  contingent  to 
the  “Re-imagining”  conference 
events  was  mixed,  Ms.  Sohl  said. 

“Some  thought  it  was  challeng¬ 
ing  while  not  agreeing  with  all  as¬ 
pects,”  she  said.  Others  “were 
disturbed  by  some  of  the  ideas 
advanced.” 

However,  she  said,  all  were 
“mature  Christians  who  under¬ 
stood  they  were  attending  an  ecu¬ 
menical  event  where  a  variety  of 
opinions  would  be  expressed.” 


Bishop  calls  'Sophia'  theology  worst 
heresy  in  1,500  years  of  Christianity 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

MYRTLE  BEACH,  S.C.— Wor¬ 
ship  by  Christians  of  the  goddess 
Sophia  is  a  heresy  that  “staggers 
the  religious  mind”  and  “must  be 
eliminated,”  according  to  a  retired 
United  Methodist  bishop. 

“No  comparable  heresy  has 
appeared  in  the  church  in  the  last 
15  centuries,”  Bishop  Earl  Hunt 
told  the  1 ,000  participants  at  the 
Jan.  3-6  Congress  on  Evangelism. 

Speaking  forcefully  and  to  the 
accompaniment  of  approving  ap¬ 
plause,  Bishop  Hunt  said  that  “this 
is  material  which  must  be  eradicat¬ 
ed  from  Christian  thinking  now” 
and  called  upon  his  episcopal  col¬ 
leagues  to  act  “forthrightly  and 
firmly”  to  do  so. 

“Sophia”  is  a  Greek  word  mean¬ 
ing  “wisdom"  which  appears  in  the 
earliest  translations  of  the  Bible 
and  figures  in  one  of  the  early 
Christian  theological  debates  (see 
related  box  at  left). 

Bishop  Hunt’s  comments  were 
made  during  the  second  of  his 
three-part  series  of  lectures  in  hon¬ 
or  of  renowned  Methodist  lay 
evangelist  of  the  mid-20th  Centu¬ 
ry,  Harry  Denman. 

In  his  third  lecture,  the  bishop 
returned  to  the  threat  that  heresy 
poses  to  the  church. 

As  the  sixth  item  in  a  list  of  15 
prescriptions  for  renewing  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  Bishop 
Hunt  said  that  the  church  must  be 
“cleansed  of  heresies  old  and  new.” 

“One  of  the  danger  signs  is  that 
church  leaders,  in  effect,  have  de¬ 
clared  ours  to  be  a  post-heresy 
age"  in  which  almost  anything  can 
be  construed  as  “Christian.” 

The  particular  danger  that  the 
worship  of  Sophia  poses,  Bishop 
Hunt  told  the  Reporter,  is  its  “at¬ 
tempt  to  recompose  the  godhead 


Retired  Bishop  Earl  Hunt 

. .  .condemns  'Sophia' 


and  to  replace  Jesus  with  a  fe¬ 
male.”  This  attempt,  he  said, 
“plays  fast  and  loose  with  both 
Scripture  and  history.” 

He  said  that  he  was  aware  that 
a  recent  women’s  gathering — in 
which  dozens  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  participated  (see  related  story 
at  left) — had  given  a  prominent 
place  to  Sophia,  but  that  he  had 
formulated  his  assessment  of  its 
dangers  prior  to  that  meeting  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  3). 

The  Congress  on  Evangelism 
at  which  Bishop  Hunt’s  remarks 
were  made  is  an  every-other-year 
event  sponsored  by  the  Council 
of  Evangelism,  an  affiliate  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
ofDiscipleship. 

Mr.  Swecker  is  a  former  staff 
member  of  the  Reporter.  Addi¬ 
tional  coverage  of  the  Congress 
on  evangelism  will  appear  in  a 
future  issue. 


Lutheran  exec:  Protestant  denominations  are  'changing,  not  dying' 


By  ERIC  C.  SHAFER 

Last  year’s  headlines  all  but  an¬ 
nounced  the  burial  of  mainline 
churches: 

“The  Mightiest  Protestants  Are 
Running  out  of  Money,  Members 
and  Meaning.” 


CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  MUSIC 
Ministry  wanted  for  a  1000-member  congregation 
in  East  Texas.  Needs  to  have  experience  in  youth 
and  children's  ministries  and  the  ability  to  direct 
the  chancel  choir.  Salary  will  be  negotiated  accord¬ 
ing  to  experience  level.  Send  resumes  to:  Rev. 
Richard  Hume,  Hardy  Memorial  UMC,  1401  W. 
7th  St.,  Texarkana,  TX  75501 . 


RETIRING  CLERGY!  ARE  YOU  planning  to  re¬ 
tire  this  June,  1994  in  the  Hot  Springs,  Aransas 
area?  Are  you  interested  in  part-time  work  with 
“Care  Ministry"  and  “Education  Ministry?"  If  so, 
please  send  your  inquiry  and/or  resume  to:  Christ 
of  the  Hills  United  Methodist  Church,  700  Balear¬ 
ic  Road  #43,  Hot  Springs  Village,  AR  71909, 
Attn:  R.T.  Jarrell. 


YOUTH  MIN1STER/C.E,  DIRECTOR  needed. 
1300-member  church.  Fantastic  youth  program. 
Degree  and  experience  preferred.  Position  avail¬ 
able  January  I .  Negotiable  salary/job  description. 
Send  resume:  Dr.  Tommy  Dunbar,  First  UMC, 
P.O.  Box  849.  Marshall,  TX  75670.  (903)  938- 
6622. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Seeking 
full-time  Director  of  Youth  for  ongoing  youth  pro¬ 
gram  in  church  of  2200  members.  Contact:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Drawer  628,  Lake 
Jackson,  TX  77566.  (409)  297-3046. 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES. 
Full-time  position  in  a  growing  church  of  2100 
members.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with 
education  and  experience.  Seeking  lay  member  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  or  diaconal  minis¬ 
ter.  Send  resume  and/or  request  for  job  descrip¬ 
tion  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
4669,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37831-4669.  Attention: 
Kenneth  H.  Henderlight.  Deadline:  March  1 , 
1994. 


ORGANIST/MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  Union  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  3543  Watson  Rd.,  St. 
Louis,  MO  63139.  (314)  647-1228.  Contact:  Pas¬ 
tor  or  PPR  Chair.  Part-time  position.  Two  Sunday 
morning  services.  One  Thursday  evening  rehears¬ 
al.  Salary  negotiable  depending  on  experience  and 
duties. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/Organist 
position,  Trinity-First  United  Methodist  Church, 
810  North  Oregon,  H  Paso,  Texas  79902,  (915) 
533-2674.  150^-member  congregation.  Requires 
formal  organ/choral  training,  advanced  decree  in 
organ  performance,  choral  conducting.  Graded 
choral  and  handbell  program.  35  rank,  3  manual, 
Moller.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with 
experience.  Resume/references  to:  Rev.  Charles 
Crutchfield  at  above  address. 


AVON  PARK,  FLORIDA  FIRST  UNITED 
Methodist  is  seeking  an  experienced  full-time  Di¬ 
rector  of  Family  Ministries  to  handle  the  oversight 
and  development  of  the  educational,  children’s 
and  youth’s  programs  of  a  growing  500-member 
church  in  the  lakes  region  of  central  Florida.  We 
seek  a  spiritual  leader  who  is  both  well  organized 
and  versatile.  Salary  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence,  housing  and  benefits  provided.  Send  resume 
to:  Stafl/Pansh,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
200  S.  Lake  Ave.,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825. 


ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR.  The  West  Ohio  Con¬ 
ference  seeks  applicants  for  position  of  Associate 
Director  with  prior  experience  in  developing  and 
implementing  programs  in  church  development, 
discipleship,  leadership  development,  congrega¬ 
tional  development  and  evangelism.  Bachelor’s 
degree  or  equivalent  and  proven  work  experience 
with  United  Methodist  programs/ ministries.  Con¬ 
tact:  The  Reverend  Vance  Summers,  Jr.,  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  Director,  Council  on  Ministries, 
West  Ohio  Conference,  47 1  E.  Broad  Street,  Co¬ 
lumbus,  OH  43215-3889.  Telephone:  (614)  228- 
6784.  Fax:  (614)  222-0612.  Application  must  be 
received  by  April  1.  1994.  EOE/MF. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  700- 

member  church.  Salary  dependent  on  experience. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Vernon,  Texas. 
Send  resume  to:  Derrell  Patterson,  Box  1602,  Ver¬ 
non,  TX  76385,  or  call  (8 1 7)  552-628 1 . 


‘Mainline  Churches  Desperate 
To  Halt  Tailspin.” 

The  Rev.  Robert  N.  Bacher  has 
read  the  headlines  and  he  expresses 
a  different  view. 

“Denominations  are  not  dying,  but 
they  are  changing,”  he  says. 

Mr.  Bacher,  executive  for  admin¬ 
istration  and  assistant  to  the  presid¬ 
ing  bishop  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America 
(ELCA),  recently  called  together  ex¬ 
ecutives  of  nine  other  mainline  de¬ 
nominations  including  Presbyterian, 
Episcopal,  Baptist  and  Methodist. 

C.  David  Lundquist,  chief  execu- 


See  related  stories  on  concerns  about  the  future  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 


five  of  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  the  United  Methodist  coor¬ 
dinating  agency,  was  among  the 
participants. 

Mr.  Bacher  found  that  all  10 
churches  have  similar  challenges — 
including  complex  problems  about 
the  role  of  national  offices,  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  national  institu¬ 
tions  and  congregations,  the  need  to 
“downsize”  or  “right-size”  denomi¬ 
national  structures  and  decision¬ 
making  and  national  meetings. 

Related  concerns  include  com¬ 


munication  within  the  church  and 
the  use  of  public  media. 

“Issues  of  inclusivity  (quotas  and 
goals)  pose  another  challenge,”  Mr. 
Bacher  added. 

The  churches  also  face  questions 
about  computer  networking,  mis¬ 
sion  support  and  fund  raising,  and 
cost  cutting. 

In  addition,  “each  church  faces 
complex  unfolding  situations  relat¬ 
ed  to  clergy  misconduct,  policies 
and  guidelines  related  to  homosex¬ 
ual  persons,  legal  matters  and  insur¬ 


ance,”  the  Chicago-based  Lutheran 
executive  said. 

Summing  up  the  common  chal¬ 
lenges,  Mr.  Bacher  urged  denomina¬ 
tions  to  “strengthen  the  linkages 
between  their  congregations  and  re¬ 
gional  and  national  structures.” 

“We  will  have  to  find  new  ways 
to  gather  and  distribute  funding  for 
the  mission  of  the  church  at  the 
same  time  that  we  seek  creative 
ways  to  support  and  serve  congrega¬ 
tions,”  he  said. 

“New  initiatives  in  evangelism 
and  outreach  must  be  attempted 
while  new  leaders  are  prepared  for 
mission  and  ministry,"  he  contin- 


World ' s  'hot  spots'  cooled  by  did  from  church 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Looked  at  a  world  map  lately? 
Notice  all  the  changes?  Especially 
the  “hot  spots”? 

United  Methodists  must  do  more 
than  just  watch  the  world’s  chang¬ 
ing  geography,  says  a  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  mis¬ 
sions  executive. 

She  contends  that  the  denomina¬ 
tion  “must  continue  to  give  finan¬ 
cial  support”  to  partner  churches  in 
the  “hot  spots”  to  help  those 
churches  respond  to  physical  and 
spiritual  needs  of  their  people  un¬ 
der  adverse  conditions. 

Mission  amid  crisis 

“It  is  true  that  across  the  globe,  in 
nearly  all  countries  undergoing  cri¬ 
ses,  United  Methodists  have  mis¬ 
sions  programs,”  said  Doreen 
Tilghman,  the  board’s  top  executive 
for  Africa,  Europe  and  the  Middle 
East  missions. 

“Despite  wars  and  civil  strife  that 
have  changed  leadership  and  bound¬ 
aries  in  some  countries,  the  church  has 
continued  to  give  a  holistic  response. 

“Our  partner  churches  are  doing 
great  ministries  in  providing  food, 
clothing,  medicine.  But  they  can  use 
much  more  support  from  us  than 
they  are  getting.” 

Ms.  Tilghman  told  the  Reporter 
that  Americans  forget  that  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  providing  ongoing  support  for 
pastors  and  Methodist-related  institu¬ 
tions  in  other  countries  is  to  make 
sure  that  resources  will  be  available 
when  these  countries  need  help. 

“For  instance,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  is  pro¬ 
viding  stipends  to  Christians  in  the 


ued. 

“Churches  are  going  to  be  striving 
for  efficiency  in  their  governance, 
and  church  structures  will  be  under 
continual  study.  Every  church  must 
discover  how  it  can  best  adjust  to 
rapid  change  in  the  world  outside  its 
walls." 

But  the  challenges  imply  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  change,  not  death,  cutting 
across  denominations  and  prompting 
a  reshaping  of  national  and  regional 
denominational  offices,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Shafer  is  director  of  the  De¬ 
partment  for  Communication  of  the 
evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  based  in  Chicago. 

missions 


"Our  partner  churches 
are  doing  great  ministries 
in  providing  food, 
clothing,  medicine.  But 
they  can  use  much  more 
support  from  us  than 
they  are  getting." 

— Doreen  Tilghman 

former  Yugoslavia,”  she  said.  “Peo¬ 
ple  in  Bosnia  in  turn  are  developing 
Christian  education  programs  for 
children  in  the  middle  of  the  war.” 

“Through  UMCOR,  we  have  also 
been  able  to  get  containers  of  clothing 
and  medicines  to  people  in  Russia." 

Last  month,  ABC  television’s 
Good  Morning,  America's  geogra¬ 
phy  editor  Harm  De  Blij  listed  sev¬ 
eral  international  regions  as  1994 
“hot  spots.”  Included  on  the  maps 
were  Russia,  Armenia,  the  Pacific 
Rim,  and  most  of  the  continent  of 
Africa. 

Watch  Africa  in  1994 

Ms.  Tilghman  agreed  that  Africa 
is  one  of  the  continents  to  watch 
during  1994. 

From  the  April  elections  in  South 
Africa  at  the  southern  tip  of  the 
continent  through  civil  unrest 
across  central  Africa  to  changes 
along  the  North  African  border,  she 
said,  Global  Ministries  officials  ex¬ 
pect  to  encourage  stronger  missions 
programs  for  African  countries  this 
year. 

“Our  major  concern  is  that  the 
economies  in  those  countries  are 
out  of  line  with  anything  imagin- 


Changing  World  Regions  Served  by  UMC  Missions 
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able,”  she  continued,  referring  to 

high  inflation,  destruction  of  food- 
producing  resources  and  extreme 
poverty  throughout  Africa. 

"People  in  those  local  churches 
can  barely  care  for  themselves,  not 
to  mention  pastors  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies.  Some  pastors  have  not  re¬ 
ceived  any  remuneration  for  as 
much  as  a  year.” 

Other  “hot  spots”  where  United 
Methodist  partner  churches  provide 
ministries  against  overwhelming 
odds  include: 

•  Armenia,  called  “a  powder  keg" 
by  Good  Morning,  America.  That’s 
also  where  130,000  coats  from 
United  Methodists  across  the  coun¬ 


try  are  being  distributed  in  the  Ka- 

rabakh  region  by  the  Rev.  Charles 
Davis  of  the  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference  (see  UMR,  Dec.  10). 

•  Liberia  and  Zaire,  where  people 
are  being  displaced  by  corrupt  gov¬ 
ernments. 

•  Burundi,  Rwanda  and  Tanzania, 

where  some  church  leaders  have 
died  as  the  result  of  civil  wars.  This 
includes  deaths  from  illness  or  inju¬ 
ry  that  occurred  in  areas  where 
medicines  haven’t  been  available. 

•  Angola,  where  thousands  of 
young  people  haven't  had  access  to  a 
quality  education.  Books  and  supplies 
aren’t  available.  Many  teachers — even 
at  church-related  schools — aren’t  paid 


but  continue  to  work  because  of  then- 
dedication  to  the  church. 

•The  Middle  East,  where  United 
Methodists  have  historic  relations 
with  Christian  organizations.  The  de¬ 
nomination  continues  to  support  a 
children's  program  run  by  the  YWCA 
for  people  in  refugee  camps.  There  are 
no  restrictions  on  those  eligible  for  as¬ 
sistance;  United  Methodists  help 
Christians  and  Muslims  alike. 

•  Algeria,  one  of  the  most  difficult 
predominantly  Muslim  countries  in 
which  to  continue  a  Christian  pres¬ 
ence.  United  Methodist  missionar¬ 
ies  for  decades  have  provided 
campus  ministries  there  for  Chris¬ 
tian  students. 
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LOVING  MEMORIAL:  Fulshear  (Texas) 
United  Methodist  Church  is  the  recipient  of 
$483,000  from  Jewish  business  leader  A1  Herz- 
stein  in  memory  of  his  wife,  Ethel  Avis  Herz- 
stein.  The  money  is  expected  to  be  used  to  build 
an  educational  building  and  an  activities  build¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Herzstein  also  gave  funds  to  build  the 
current  sanctuary  at  Fulshear  in  1974.  Mrs.  Herz¬ 
stein,  whose  family  participated  in  the  founding 
of  Fulshear  church,  was  a  member  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  from  1910  until  her  death  in  1983.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Herzstein  attended  both  the  Methodist 
Church  and  his  place  of  worship.  Congregation 
Emanu  El,  30  miles  away  in  Houston. 

SECRETARIES  MEETING:  "Living  as  a 
Sensitive  Servant,”  is  the  theme  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Professional  Association  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  Secretaries,  April  14-17, 
in  Overland  Park,  Kan.  Speakers  will  include 
the  Rev.  Stephanie  Anna  Hixon,  a  member  of 
the  general  secretariat  of  the  Commission  on 
the  Role  and  Status  of  Women;  the  Rev.  Bob 
and  June  Deits,  Velda  Rose  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Mesa,  Ariz.;  and  the  Rev.  Eugene 
Lowry,  professor  of  preaching  at  St.  Paul  School 
of  Theology  in  Kansas  City.  To  registration  con¬ 
tact  Ceil  Johnson.  5400  W.  75th  Street,  Prairie 
Village,  Kansas  66208. 

CATCHING  UP:  Allen  Morris,  a  United 
Methodist  layman  from  North  Carolina,  re¬ 
cently  spent  several  days  at  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  reading  several  years'  back 
issues  of  the  newspaper.  He  said  he  had  spent 
some  20  years  separated  from  the  church,  but 
a  near-death  experience  in  1985  led  him  to  re¬ 
examine  his  lack  of  belief  and  to  reinvolve 
himself  in  the  church.  Reading  the  back  issues 
helped  him  “catch  up,”  he  said. 


Missionary  urges  aid  for  Zaire  despite  strife 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

A  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  assigned  to  Zaire  contends  it 
may  become  Africa’s  next  Soma¬ 
lia  if  it  doesn’t  receive  proper 
U.S.  support. 

“Why  aren’t  more  people  help¬ 
ing  our  brothers  and  sisters  of 
Zaire?"  asked  missionary  Diana 
Upchurch. 

“1  know  the  people  of  Zaire  are 
hurting  just  as  bad  as  Somalians, 
because  of  the  policies  of  [Zaire] 
President  Mobutu,  but  it  is  not 
being  addressed  here  in  the  U.S.” 

Economy  collapsed 

After  challenges  to  nearly  three 
decades  of  one-man  rule  by  Pres¬ 
ident  Mobutu  Sese  Seko,  Zaire’s 
economy  has  collapsed,  tribal 
fighting  has  killed  thousands, 
and  troops  riot  regularly  over  not 
being  paid  on  time. 

Three  years  ago,  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  officials  insisted  that  Mr. 
Mobutu  concede  executive  pow¬ 
er  to  a  transitional  government 
so  that  fair  elections  could  be 
held,  but  Mr.  Mobutu  rejected 
the  overture. 

Now  relations  between  the  two 
governments  are  so  poor  that  the 
U.S.  has  no  ambassador  in  Zaire 
because  of  the  country’s  violence 
and  Mr.  Mobutu  is  banned  from 
entering  this  country. 

Despite  these  problems,  Ms. 
Upchurch  says  more  aid  should 
be  given  to  Zaire. 

Although  she  returned  to  her 
hometown  of  Dallas  primarily  to 
attend  her  daughter’s  wedding, 
Ms.  Upchurch  has  spent  most  of 
her  free  time  speaking  to  local 
churches  concerning  mission  work 


in  Zaire  and  warning  church 
leaders  about  the  oppressive  re¬ 
gime  of  President  Mobutu. 

Known  affectionately  in  the  vil¬ 
lages  as  “Mama  Ana”  because  of 
her  nutritional  programs  for  chil¬ 
dren  of  all  ages,  Ms.  Upchurch  has 
spoken  to  almost  40  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  in  the  U.S.  from 
Sept.  15  through  Jan.  5. 

The  Upchurches — Diana  and 
William — have  been  stationed  in 
Wembo  Nyma  since  1989.  It’s  an 
isolated  area  in  southeastern  Zaire 
with  so  little  communication  out¬ 
side  the  village  that  the  nearest 
telephone  is  800  miles  away — in 
the  capital  of  Kinshasa. 

Wembo  Nyma,  in  its  77th  year, 
has  the  oldest  Methodist  mission 
station  in  the  country.  It  has  an  ag- 
ricultural  school,  two  nursing 
schools,  a  technology  school, 
teachers’  colleges,  and  a  new  liber¬ 
al  arts  college  as  well  as  a  semi¬ 
nary,  where  the  couple  both  teach. 

Workers  rioted 

Last  January  the  French  am¬ 
bassador  to  the  country  was 
killed  during  one  of  Zaire’s  most 
violent  riots.  At  that  time 
600,000  government  workers  ri¬ 
oted  because  they  hadn’t  been 
paid. 

U.S.  missionaries  were  told 
they  were  staying  in  Zaire  at 
their  own  risk.  Some  were  flown 
to  neighboring  Burundi  for  safe 
haven. 

While  the  missionaries  were 
gone.  President  Mobutu  issued 
the  new  “zaire”  (dollar)  on  Oct. 
22,  at  a  rate  of  one  for  three  mil¬ 
lion  old  zaires,  or  about  33  cents 
in  U.S.  money. 

Riots  were  again  led  by  sol¬ 


diers  in  many  towns  last  fall  after 
local  merchants  rejected  the  new 
currency.  In  late  November,  an 
African  Catholic  priest  was  re¬ 
ported  killed  for  speaking  out 
against  Mr.  Mobutu  for  devalu¬ 
ing  the  money. 

“When  we  returned  to  Zaire 
from  Burundi,  things  calmed 
down,  but  President  Mobutu  was 


still  oppressing  Zaire  people,” 
the  missionary  continued.  “Now 
the  exchange  rate  is  70  million 
zaire  dollars  to  one  U.S.  dollar. 
It’s  total  chaos.” 

Despite  what  is  happening  to 
the  people  of  Zaire,  their  faith  is 
still  strong,  said  Ms.  Upchurch. 

“We  thought  when  we  went 
over  there  that  we  would  be  shar- 


Missionary  Diana  Upchurch 
(left)  and  co-workers  Papa 
Tunda  and  Mama  Kata  un¬ 
pack  Sunday  school  supplies 
sent  to  Zaire  by  U.S.  United 
Methodists.  The  supplies  will 
be  used  to  teach  children  like 
3-year-old  DiKondo  (above), 
wlio  is  fed  by  the  church- 
sponsored  nutrition  program. 

ing  with  them.  Well,  they  are 
sharing  with  us. 

“The  hardships  in  that  country 
are  unimaginable.  People  love 
their  church  so  much  that  they 
will  walk  a  month  just  to  get  to 
annual  conference,  knowing 
there  is  violence.  They  will  lay 
down  their  lives  for  the  church. 
They  need  our  support.” 


Ad  hoc  group  sets  closed  meeting  on  church's  future 


UNITED  METHODIST  COMMITTEE  ON  RELIEF  PHOTO 

Medical  mission 

TBILISI,  Georgia — Russian  Orthodox  Patri¬ 
arch  Catholicos  (left)  discusses  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief's  new  medi¬ 
cal  assistance  program  with  F.  Lloyd  Rollins, 
staff  executive.  The  program  has  been  start¬ 
ed  in  the  former  Soviet  Georgia  with 
$300,000  from  the  U.S.  Aid  to  Independent 
Development  under  the  grant  sponsorship  of 
the  Save  Our  Children  Foundation.  UMCOR 
has  established  an  office  in  the  capital  of 
Tbilisi,  staffed  by  Michele  Lipner  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  Mo.,  and  Shelly  Sutherland  of  Seattle. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

An  ad  hoc  group  led  by  three 
prominent  conservative  United 
Methodists  has  scheduled  a 
“Consultation  on  the  Future  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church” 
April  5-6  in  Atlanta. 

One  of  the  organizers,  the  Rev. 
Maxie  D.  Dunnam,  senior  pastor 
of  4,600-member  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  confirmed  that  “50  to  60” 
denominational  leaders  have 
been  invited  to  attend. 

He  declined  to  give  names  of 
participants. 

Closed  to  press 

The  invitation-only  meeting 
will  be  closed  to  the  press  and 
other  observers,  Dr.  Dunnam 
said  in  a  telephone  interview. 

United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice  obtained  a  copy  of  the  letter 
of  invitation  signed  by  retired 
Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  of 


Maxie  D.  Dunnam 
. . .  one  of  three  co-leaders 
Atlanta;  the  Rev.  Thomas  C. 
Oden,  professor  of  theology  at 
United  Methodist-related  Drew 
University,  Madison,  N.J.;  and 
Dr.  Dunnam. 

All  three  men  were  associated 
with  an  earlier  ad  hoc  effort,  the 
1992  “Memphis  Declaration,”  a 
call  for  United  Methodism’s  high¬ 
est  governing  body  to  reduce 


church  bureaucracy,  restore  evan¬ 
gelistic  emphasis,  maintain  a  ban 
on  ordaining  homosexuals  and 
give  more  power  to  local  churches. 

The  Memphis  document,  the 
drafters  of  which  included  several 
pastors  of  so-called,  “tail-steeple,” 
large  congregations,  eventually  gar¬ 
nered  170,000  signatures.  A 
“Houston  Declaration”  with  simi¬ 
lar  aims  was  issued  prior  to  the 
1988  General  Conference. 

Dr.  Dunnam  said  the  April  con¬ 
sultation  “is  not  a  follow-up”  and 
“has  no  connection”  to  the  Mem¬ 
phis  and  Houston  statements  and 
that  planners  have  no  intention  of 
drafting  a  new  declaration  or  orga¬ 
nizing  a  formal  group. 

The  invitation  letter,  alluding  to 
membership  losses  and  a  decline 
in  “vitality  and  influence,”  calls 
the  event  an  attempt  to  bring  to¬ 
gether  “a  group  of  concerned 
United  Methodists  who  share  a 
desire  for  renewal  and  reform 
within  our  church.” 


The  meeting,  says  the  letter, 
“could  be  one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  gatherings  this  century  in 
the  life  of  our  denomination.” 

The  invitation  promises  pre¬ 
sentations  by  “leading  scholars, 
pastors  and  church  leaders.”  Dr. 
Dunnam  declined  to  name  any  of 
them. 

"Sensitive  nature" 

Citing  the  gathering’s  “sensi¬ 
tive  nature”  and  a  desire  to  en¬ 
courage  “broad  participation  by 
our  colleagues,”  the  letter  states 
that  the  event  will  be  given  no 
advance  publicity. 

Dr.  Dunnam  told  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service  that  no  secrecy 
is  involved,  “but  we  will  not  be  is¬ 
suing  any  press  statement.  We 
don’t  want  this  to  be  a  public  issue. 
If  something  comes  out  of  (the 
meeting),  it  might  be  newsworthy, 
but  we  don’t  want  people  to  start 
reading  things  into  it.” 

The  letter  expresses  hope  that 


the  meeting  can  “develop  a  com¬ 
mon  vision  for  renewal  and  con¬ 
sider  an  agenda  for  reform  that 
will  make  a  difference  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  our  church.” 

The  Cannon-Oden-Dunnam  ef¬ 
fort  comes  at  a  time  when  at  least 
seven  major  studies  of  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church  are  being  conduct¬ 
ed  by  officially  sanctioned  groups 
in  the  denomination. 

Asked  to  cite  specific  issues  to  be 
discussed  at  his  meeting.  Dr.  Dun¬ 
nam  said,  “I  don’t  want  to  talk 
about  it  now.” 

Dr.  Dunnam  said,  however, 
that  the  ad  hoc  group  will  not  un¬ 
dercut  any  official  studies.  “In 
fact,  I  am  working  with  existing 
committees.  I  have  been  appoint¬ 
ed  to  the  Forum  of  30,”  he  added. 

The  forum  is  a  group  named  to 
assist  in  a  study  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  future  mission  and  struc¬ 
ture,  and  directed  by  the  church’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries 
(see  related  story  below). 


Stimulate  Your 
Thought  Life  at 
Asbury  Seminary’ 

cutting-edge  theology 
ofWolfhart  Pannenberg. 

9  The  wit  and  wisdom  of  Thomas 
Morris.  The  doctrinal  disdnetives  of 
Jurgen  Moltmann.  Asbuiy  Seminary 
students  are  challenged  to  think. 

Year-in  and  year-out,  world-class 
lecturers  stimulate  the  Asbuiy 
community-  Elizabeth  Achtemeier 
(Union).  C.K.  Barrett  (Durham), 
Patrick  Miller  (Princeton)  and 
Donald  English  (World  Metho¬ 
dist  Council)  have  each  spoken 
in  recent  years. 


"I  don’t  know  of  another 
seminary  that  combines 
sound  learning  and  vital 
piety  like  Asbuiy  Seminary." 

—  Dr.  Maxie  Dunnam 
World  Methodist  Council 


These  high-caliber  lecture¬ 
ships  complement  a  scholarly 
faculty.  With  doctorates  Irom  the 
world's  leading  insriturions,  prolessors 
teach  students  to  think  clearly  and 
biblically.  Asburians  develop  a 
thoroughly  Christian  worldview. 

So  if  you  want  a  stimulating 
thought  life,  study  at  Asbuiy.  Call 
the  director  of  admissions  today  at 
1-800-2- ASBURY  to  learn  more 
about  degree  programs  and  future 
lectureships. 

A  Asbury 

Theological 

Seminary 

204  N  Lexington  Avenue  •  Wilmore.  KY  40 W0- 1 199 


Jurgen  Moltmann 

University  of  Tubingen 
1992 Ryan  Lecturer 


Church's  coordinating  agency  cuts  back 
on  'future'  study  after  funding  denied 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

PITTSBURGH— A  group  study¬ 
ing  the  future  mission  and  structure 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  scaled  back  project  plans,  cut¬ 
ting  the  estimated  price  tag  by  more 
than  $120,000. 

The  Connectional  Issues  Study 
Task  Force  recently  reduced  its 
four-year  budget  from  $345,762  to 
$223,637.  The  cost-cutting  came  in 
reaction  to  a  decision  in  early  De¬ 
cember  by  the  denomination’s  fi¬ 
nance  agency  to  deny  a  $200,000 
funding  request  for  the  study. 

'Use  resources  we  have' 

The  group  approved  unanimously 
a  recommendation  from  its  steering 
committee  to  continue  with  the  study 
“using  the  resources  we  have.” 

Even  with  the  pared-down  study 
design,  the  church’s  coordinating 
agency,  which  oversees  the  project, 
will  have  to  dip  into  reserve  funds. 

“We  will  have  to  set  a  policy 
of  not  maintaining  quite  as  high  a 
level  of  reserves  as  we  have  been  ac¬ 
customed,”  said  C.  David  Lund- 
quist,  chief  executive  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  based  in 
Dayton,  Ohio. 

“The  design  as  originally  envi¬ 
sioned  was  a  good  one  that  would 
have  provided  us  with  a  lot  of  infor¬ 
mation  we  think  is  necessary,”  Mr. 
Lundquist  said. 

“Since  we  didn’t  receive  all  the 
funding  we  had  hoped,  the  task 


Even  with  the  pared- 
down  study  design,  the 
church's  coordinating 
agency  will  have  to  dip 
into  reserve  funds. 

force  evaluated  the  whole  design 
and  recommended  modifications  to 
allow  us  to  continue.  No  single  part 
was  completely  eliminated — that’s 
quite  important.” 

Other  funding  eyed 

The  group  may  seek  additional 
funding  from  foundation  grants, 
Mr.  Lundquist  said. 

Changes  agreed  to  by  the  task 
force  include: 

•f  Reducing  from  five  to  two  the 
number  of  meetings  of  the  “Forum 
of  30,”  a  diverse  group  of  mostly 
younger  church  leaders  who  are  to 
provide  input  and  reflections,  a  sav¬ 
ings  of  $75,000. 

r  Eliminating  three  large  region¬ 
al  “Listening  to  the  Church”  events, 
each  costing  $31,000,  instead  gath¬ 
ering  data  in  smaller  meetings  and 
by  phone. 

r  Reducing  frequency  of  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  task  force  and  the 
GCOM  division  that  oversees  its 
work. 

Other  study  components  will  pro¬ 
ceed  largely  as  planned.  These  in¬ 
clude; 

■  A  survey  of  every  member  of 
every  United  Methodist  annual  (re¬ 


gional)  conference; 

■  Telephone  interviews  with 
leaders  and  members  of  designated 
“vital  congregations”; 

■  Consultations  with  other  de¬ 
nominational  boards,  agencies  and 
councils;  and 

■  Use  of  already  scheduled  meet¬ 
ings  for  interviewing  United  Meth¬ 
odists  outside  the  United  States. 

Division  and  council  members  will 
be  asked  to  ratify  task  force  actions 
by  mail  ballot,  Mr.  Lundquist  said. 


AFRICAN  PALMS 

Palm  Crosses  For  Palm  Sunday 
Available  Year  Round 

African  Palms  is  a  non-profit  church 
operated  outreach  program.  Our  Palm 
Crosses  are  made  in  Tanzania,  Africa, 
to  help  supplement  average  annual  in¬ 
comes  under  $100.00  and  to  help  pro¬ 
vide  for  educational,  health,  medical, 
agricultural,  and  other  community 
needs. 

The  crosses  sell  for  $6.00  per  50  — 
$12.00  per  100  —  in  multiples  of  50. 
For  further  information  contact: 


t 


AFRICAN  PALMS 
P.  0.  Box  575 
Olney,  MD  20830 
301-774-2832 


ARE  YOU 
FRUSTRATED? 

Are  you  thinking  about  leaving  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  frustration  over  where  it  appears  to  be  headed? 
Well,  we  have  one  word  of  advice  for  you: 

DON’T!! 

Instead,  find  out  what  YOU  can  do  to  make  a  differ¬ 
ence.  Send  a  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope  to: 

Concerned  Methodists 
P.O.  Box  2864 

Fayetteville,  NC  28302-2864 
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393  churches  pay  out  100  per  cent  in  1993 

A  Report  from  the  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  Dr.  Stone  W.  Caraway ;  executive  director  of  administration/treasurer 


ACAD1ANA  DISTRICT 
100%  PAID 

Abbeville  UMC  Rev.  Barry  Hoekstra 

Pecan  Island  UMC  Rev.  Barry  Hoekstra 

Briggs  UMC  Rev.  James  F.  Haynes 

Asbury  UMC,  Franklin 

Rev.  Robert  A.  Walmsley 
Trinity  UMC  Rev.  Robert  A.  Walmsley 

First  UMC,  Franklin 

Rev.  William  A.  Rowell  Jr. 
McGowen  UMC  Rev.  William  A.  Rowell  Jr. 
Gibson  UMC  Rev.  Cecil  C.  Mims 

Indian  Bayou  UMC  Rev.  Gordon  L.  Smith  Sr. 
St.  Paul  UMC,  Jeanerette 

Rev.  Fulton  A.  Raymond  Sr. 
Fitzgerald  UMC  Rev.  Fulton  A.  Raymond  Sr. 
Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Fulton  A.  Raymond  Sr. 
Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess 
North  Wood  UMC  Rev.  Robert  L.  Deich 
Mallalieu  UMC  Rev.  Charles  E.  Evans 

St.  James  UMC  Rev.  Charles  E.  Evans 

Lydia  UMC  Rev.  Bobby  Cormier 

Memorial  UMC,  Matthews 

Rev.  Gregory  C.  Litsey 
Melville  UMC  Rev.  Kenneth  Chapman 

Palmetto  UMC  Rev.  Kenneth  Chapman 

Walmsley  UMC  Rev.  Dan  Washington  Jr. 
Mason  UMC  Rev.  Dan  Washington  Jr. 

Wesley  UMC,  Napoleonville 

Rev.  Albert  Holland 
Woodlawn  UMC  Rev.  Albert  Holland 

First  UMC,  New  Iberia  Rev.  T.  Ed  Boyd 
New  Roads  UMC  Rev.  R.  Donald  Gentry 
Louisiana  Mem  UMC  Rev.  Theo  S.  Standley 
St.  Mark  UMC  Rev.  Guy  E.  West  Jr. 

Scott  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Obie  J.  Southall 
St.  Paul  UMC,  New  Roads 

Rev.  Obie  J.  Southall 
Wiley  UMC  Rev.  Obie  J.  Southall 

Mallalieu  UMC,  St.  Martinville 

Rev.  LeBaron  T.  Taylor 
Calvary  UMC  Rev.  Clifton  Conrad 

First  UMC,  Thibodaux  Rev.  Deborah  Drash 
Vacherie  UMC  Rev.  Deborah  Drash 

Magnolia  UMC  Rev.  Joseph  Holland 

St.  Paul  UMC,  Washington 

Rev.  Leroy  Brumfield 
St.  James  UMC  Rev.  Leroy  Brumfield 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 
100%  PAID 

First  UMC,  Alexandria  Dr.  John  E.  Fellers 
Fellowship  UMC  Rev.  Larry  D.  O’Dell 

MacArthur  Drive  UMC  Rev.  J.  T.  Cupples 
Trinity  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Beeler 

Pleasant  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Beeler 
Wilton  UMC  Rev.  Dorothy  Johnson 

Sanders  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Leon  Zordan  Jr. 
Strange  UMC  Rev.  Leon  Zordan  Jr. 

Lahey  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Glinda  M.  Doucet 
Union  UMC  Rev.  Hurvey  Sweazie  Jr. 

David  Haas  Memorial  UMC 

Rev.  W.  Scott  Adams 
Evergreen  UMC  Rev.  W.  Scott  Adams 

Whites  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  W.  Scott  Adams 
Trinity  UMC  Rev.  Helena  W.  Wright-Butler 
Wesley  UMC,  Booneville 

Rev.  James  E.  Ray  Sr. 
Campti  UMC  Rev.  Stanley  Miller 

St.  Maurice  UMC  Rev.  Stanley  Miller 

St.  Paul  UMC,  Cheneyville  Rev.  Alex  Johnson 
Emmanuel  UMC  Rev.  Alex  Johnson 

First  UMC,  Boyce  Revs.  James  &  Sandi  Huber 
Colfax  UMC  Revs.  James  &  Sandi  Huber 
Mt.  Zion  UMC  Revs.  James  &  Sandi  Huber 
Selma  UMC  Rev.  Margaret  L.  Brown 

Glenmora  UMC  TBS 

Nolley  Memorial  UMC,  Jena 

Rev.  William  E.  Nolan 
Belah  UMC  Rev.  William  E.  Nolan 

Lecompte  UMC  Rev.  James  W.  Jones 

Bayou  Chicot  UMC  Rev.  James  W.  Jones 
Cheneyville  UMC  Rev.  James  W.  Jones 

Marksville  UMC  Rev.  Michael  E.  Ricke 

Simmesport  UMC  Rev.  Michael  E.  Ricke 
Marthaville  UMC  Rev.  John  R.  Foster 

Beulah  UMC  Rev.  John  R.  Foster 

Sieper  UMC  Rev.  Lonnie  M.  Walding 

Asbury  UMC,  Natchitoches 

Rev.  James  A.  Graham 
Williams  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  James  A.  Graham 
St.  Mark’s  UMC  Rev.  James  A.  Graham 
College  Avenue  UMC  Rev.  James  B.  Moore 
First  UMC,  Natchitoches  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Cain 
Olla  UMC  Rev.  Cage  M.  McLemore 

Urania  UMC  Rev.  Cage  M.  McLemore 

First  UMC,  Pineville  Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 
Wesley  UMC  Rev.  Samuel  Butler  Sr. 

St.  Mark’s  UMC  TBS 

Pollock  UMC  Rev.  Bryant  E.  Gore 

Liberty  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Bryant  E.  Gore 
Provencal  UMC  Rev.  Marvin  A.  Pratt 

Weaver  UMC  Rev.  Marvin  A.  Pratt 

Eddy  Justiss  Memorial  UMC 

Rev.  David  Carlton 
Eden  UMC  Rev.  David  Carlton 

First  UMC,  Winnfield  Rev.  Byrd  L.  Terry 
Couley  UMC  Rev.  Byrd  L.  Terry 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 
100%  PAID 

First  UMC,  Baker  Rev.  J.  Edwin  Dilworth 
Broadmoor  UMC  Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons 
Camphor  Memorial  UMC 

Rev.  Roger  D.  Lathan 
Deerford  UMC  Rev.  John  C.  Coker  Sr. 

St.  Pauls  UMC  Rev.  John  C.  Coker  Sr. 


Evangeline  UMC  Rev.  Carol  Susan  Winn 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Dr.  Christopher  H.  Andrews 
Francis  Asbury  UMC  Rev.  Frank  B.  Akin 
Genesis  UMC  Rev.  Mary  Sloan  Baugh 

Andrews  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  William  J.  Miller 
Jefferson  UMC  Rev.  John  R.  Johns 

Magnolia  UMC  Rev.  Wayne  Howington 

Neely  UMC  Rev.  Arnold  V.  Brown 

St.  Johns  UMC  Rev.  Donald  K.  McDowell 
St.  Luke’s  UMC  Rev.  Michael  T.  Head 

St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Rev.  Randall  E.  Campbell 
Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Rev.  Freddie  C.  Henderson 
Zachary  UMC  Rev.  James  W.  Mitchell 

Beech  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Willie  Laws 

Clinton  UMC  Rev.  J.  Thomas  Logan 

Clear  Creek  UMC  Rev.  J.  Thomas  Logan 
Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  H.  Louis  Jones 

St.  Paul  UMC  Rev.  H.  Louis  Jones 

First  UMC,  Donaldsonville 

Rev.  Stephen  C.  Fleming 
St.  Peter  UMC,  Donaldsonville 

Rev.  Ernest  E.  Scott 

St.  James  UMC,  Belle  Rose 

Rev.  Ernest  E.  Scott 
Jackson  UMC  Rev.  Randall  B.  Scrivener 
Ethel  UMC  Rev.  Randall  B.  Scrivener 

First  UMC,  Plaquemine  Rev.  Weldon  C.  Bares 
Grand  River  UMC  Rev.  Weldon  C.  Bares 
Hurst  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Wesley 
Scott  Chapel  UMC,  Port  Allen 

Rev.  Robert  Williams 
Shiloh  UMC  Rev.  Robert  Williams 

Meadows  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Angus  L.  Carruth 
Hartzell  UMC  Rev.  Carolyn  A.  Stokes 

St.  Francisville  UMC  Rev.  Harold  Babin 

Slaughter  UMC  Rev.  Darwin  Brecheen 

Bluff  Creek  UMC  Rev.  Darwin  Brecheen 

Tunica  UMC  Rev.  Michael  Clark 

Wesley  UMC,  Wilson  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore 
Asbury  UMC,  Norwood  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore 
Mt.  Carmel  UMC  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
100%  PAID 

Wakefield  UMC  Rev.  Joseph  L.  Rountree 
Grand  Chenier  UMC  Rev.  Joseph  L.  Rountree 
Church  Point  UMC  Rev.  Fred  M.  Fraser 
Iota  UMC  Rev.  Fred  M.  Fraser 

Maxie  UMC  Rev.  Fred  M.  Fraser 

First  UMC,  Crowley  Rev.  Charles  L.  Floyd  Jr. 
First  UMC,  DeQuincy  Rev.  Mark  B.  Benge  Sr. 
First  UMC,  DeRidder 

Revs.  John  &  Marie  Williams 
Merryville  UMC  Rev.  Alfred  C.  Bakewell 
Elizabeth  UMC  Rev.  Lionel  J.  Marcel 

Hopewell  UMC  Rev.  Lionel  J.  Marcel 

Pine  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Lionel  J.  Marcel 

Sweetlake  UMC  Rev.  A.  Richard  Poss 

Gueydan  UMC  Rev.  James  R.  Schaub 

Kaplan  UMC  Rev.  James  R.  Schaub 

Hayes  UMC  Rev.  Ray  Leidig 

First  UMC,  Jennings 

Rev.  Kenneth  R.  Bowman 
Squyres  UMC  Rev.  Charles  W.  Crews 

First  UMC,  Lake  Charles 

Rev.  Steven  M.  Spurlock 
Oak  Park  UMC  Rev.  Mickey  D.  Stringfield 
St.  Luke/Simpson  UMC 

Rev.  James  Humphreys 
University  UMC,  Lake  Charles 

Rev.  Steven  W.  Caraway 
First  UMC,  Leesville  Rev.  J.  Ryan  Horton  Jr. 
Holly  Grove  UMC  Rev.  J.  Ryan  Horton  Jr. 
Mt.  Zion  UMC,  Leesville 

Rev.  Robert  M.  Eckerle  Jr. 
Macedonia  UMC  Rev.  Robert  M.  Eckerle  Jr. 
Oakdale  UMC  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage  Jr. 
Pine  Prairie  UMC  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage  Jr. 
Oberlin  UMC  Rev.  Jerold  Hoffpauir 

Basile  UMC  Rev.  Jerold  Hoffpauir 

Prospect  UMC  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner 

Hombeck  UMC  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner 

Raymond  UMC  Rev.  Elizabeth  N.  Northen 
Ebenezer  UMC  Rev.  Robert  W.  Peterson 
Branch  UMC  Rev.  Robert  W.  Peterson 

Iowa  UMC  Rev.  David  R.  DeWitt 

Henning  Mem  UMC  Rev.  Fred  B.  Wideman 
Maplewood  UMC  Rev.  J.  Richard  Scott-Welch 
Wesley  UMC,  Sulphur  Rev.  Leon  Boggs 

Hackberry  UMC  Rev.  Leon  Boggs 

Trinity  UMC  Rev.  H.  A.  Harrington  Jr. 

Westlake  UMC  Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman 

MONROE  DISTRICT 
100%  PAID 

Baskin  UMC  Murdock  Snelling  Jr. 

Reily  Mem  UMC  Rev.  Larry  D.  Robertson 
Mer  Rouge  UMC  Rev.  B.  Ramon  Warren 
Mt.  Olive  UMC  Rev.  S.  Charles  Byrd 

St.  James  UMC  Rev.  S.  Charles  Byrd 

Boeuf  Prairie  UMC  Rev.  W.  L.  Strong 

Crowville  UMC  Rev.  Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 

Epps  UMC  James  Allen  Divine 

Floyd  UMC  James  Allen  Divine 

Pioneer  UMC  James  Allen  Divine 

Grayson  UMC  Rev.  Brad  Yonley 

First  UMC,  Lake  Providence 

Rev.  John  M.  Downs 
Mangham  UMC  Rev.  Ralph  Henson 

Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Calvin  O.  Lapuyade 
Reveille  UMC  Rev.  James  E.  Wilson 

St.  Paul  UMC  Rev.  Davis  W.  Clark 

St.  Pauls  UMC,  Monroe 
Newellton  Union  Church 

Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Graham  Jr. 


Rayville  UMC  Rev.  Frank  M.  Jones 

Holly  Ridge  UMC  Rev.  Frank  M.  Jones 

Bartholomew  UMC  Rev.  M.  Stuart  Sherman 
St.  Joseph  UMC  Rev.  David  J.  Sheehan 

First  UMC,  Waterproof  Rev.  David  J.  Sheehan 
Wesley  UMC  Rev.  David  J.  Sheehan 

First  UMC,  Harrisonburg 

Rev.  Wallace  P.  Blackwood 
First  UMC,  W.  Monroe  Rev.  Ray  Spiller 
Woodlawn  UMC  Rev.  Louis  Redden 

First  UMC,  Winnsboro 

Rev.  Douglas  R.  Foreman 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 
100%  PAID 

Belle  Chasse  UMC  Rev.  J.  David  Mitchell 
Arabi  UMC  Rev.  Elswood  J.  Martin 

St.  James  UMC,  Convent  Rev.  Curtis  Johnson 
St.  Charles  UMC  Rev.  Mark  R.  Martin 

Golden  Meadow  UMC 

Rev.  Howard  L.  Hudson  Jr. 
Boynton  UMC  Rev.  John  D.  V.  Hamilton 
Gretna  UMC  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 

St.  James  UMC,  Hahnville 

Rev.  Barry  A.  Whittington 
First  UMC,  Kenner  Rev.  Darryl  A.  Tate 

Thomas  UMC  Rev.  Leslie  M.  Taylor  Sr. 

Lutcher  UMC  Rev.  William  M.  Jacocks 

Lutcher  Chapel  UMC 

Rev.  Gregory  McClay  Sr. 
Munholland  UMC  Rev.  T.  Nichols  Evans 
Asbury  UMC,  New  Orleans 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  Douglas 
St.  Matthew  UMC  Rev.  Andrew  J.  Douglas 
Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans 

Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Fisher 
Metairie  UMC  Rev.  James  F.  Comer 

Cornerstone  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Howe  Jr. 
Felicity  UMC  Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell 

Jefferson  UMC  Rev.  Rebecca  D.  Conner 
LaHarpe  UMC  Rev.  William  L.  Jones 

Thompson  UMC  Rev.  William  L.  Jones 

Napoleon  Avenue  UMC 

Rev.  Jeffery  D.  Conner 
St.  Marks  UMC  Rev.  Jeffery  D.  Conner 

Parker  Memorial  UMC  Rev.  W.  Craig  Gilliam 
Phillips  Mem  UMC  Rev.  Percell  Church  Sr. 
Shaw  Temple  UMC  Rev.  Percell  Church  Sr. 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC  Dr.  George  A.  Duerson 
Ross  UMC  Rev.  Burnell  Bell 

Williams  UMC  Rev.  Burnell  Bell 

St.  Luke’s  UMC  Rev.  Wesley  C.  Reagan 

St.  Paul  UMC,  Harahan 

Rev.  Robert  W.  Bengtson 

NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT 
100%  PAID 

Amite  UMC  Rev.  G.  Larry  Maxwell  Sr. 

Independence  UMC  Rev.  G.  Larry  Maxwell  Sr. 
Wesley  Ray  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  Tippin  Jr. 

Live  Oak  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  Tippin  Jr. 

Marys  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  Tippin  Jr. 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC 

Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 
Thirkfield  UMC  Rev.  Louis  A.  Smith 

Harrys  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Louis  A.  Smith 
First  UMC,  Covington  Rev.  M.  Eugene  Finnell 
Fitzgerald  UMC  Rev.  Percy  M.  Frazier 

Waldheim  UMC  Rev.  Percy  M.  Frazier 

Days  UMC  Rev.  W.  Ralph  Ford 

Center  UMC  Rev.  W.  Ralph  Ford 

Darlington  UMC  Rev.  W.  Ralph  Ford 

First  UMC,  Denham  Springs 

Rev.  Larry  G.  Miller 
Roberts  UMC  Rev.  Wilbur  G.  C.  Davis  Sr. 
St.  Luke  UMC  Rev.  Wilbur  G.  C.  Davis  Sr. 
Centenary  UMC  Rev.  W.  Spiller  Milton 

Fisher  UMC  Rev.  W.  Spiller  Milton 

Greensburg  UMC  Rev.  Ed  DeWeese 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Ed  DeWeese 

First  UMC,  Hammond 

Rev.  Charles  B.  Humphreys 
James  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Mike  Polk 

Mt.  Hermon  UMC  Rev.  James  Patric  Upton 
La  combe  UMC  Rev.  Newton  Horae 

Livingston  UMC  Rev.  Paul  Corse 

St.  Timothy  On  North  Shore  UMC 

Rev.  Eddie  E.  Morgan 
Montpelier  UMC  Rev.  Charles  E.  Scott 

Pearl  River  UMC  Rev.  Gene  M.  Faurie 

First  UMC,  Ponchatoula  Dr.  Burton  F.  Blair 
Lees  Landing  UMC  Rev.  Verna  Buell 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Edwin  J.  Barksdale 
Aldersgate  UMC  Rev.  Cliff  C.  Wright  Jr. 

First  UMC,  Slidell  Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain 
Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC 

Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 
First  UMC,  Springfield  Rev.  E.  Rand  Guy 
Huff  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  E.  Rand  Guy 

Maurepas  UMC  Rev.  E.  Rand  Guy 

Newell  UMC  Rev.  Nolan  Robinson 

Talisheek  UMC  Rev.  William  J.  Clark 

Tangipahoa  UMC  Rev.  Betty  H.  Hoffman 
Pine  Ridge  UMC  Rev.  Betty  H.  Hoffman 
Nesom  Memorial  UMC,  Tickfaw 

Rev.  Michael  G.  Barton 
Pine  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Michael  G.  Barton 
Sun  UMC  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 

Bush  UMC  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 

Mangum  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Ted  D.  Freeland 
Corbin  UMC  Rev.  Lewis  Morris  Jr. 

Live  Oak  UMC  Rev.  Howard  B.  Childs 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 
100%  PAID 

Ansley  UMC  Rev.  Homer  V.  Bailes 

Arcadia  UMC  Rev.  Douglas  deGraffenried 
Mt.  Mariah  UMC  Rev.  Douglas  deGraffenried 


Arizona  UMC  Rev.  William  Jack  Maxey 
Athens  UMC  Rev.  Henry  M.  Hamilton 

Bernice  UMC  Rev.  Carolyn  P.  Volentine 
Clay  UMC  Joseph  E.  Hamilton 

Beech  Grove  UMC  Joseph  E.  Hamilton 

Beulah  UMC  Rev.  Andy  Hurst 

Quitman  UMC  Rev.  Scott  L.  Edenfield 

Concord  UMC  Rev.  Owen  H.  Peyton 

Choudrant  UMC  Rev.  Raymond  M.  Crofoot 
Douglas  UMC  Rev.  Raymond  M.  Crofoot 
Downsville  UMC  Rev.  Richard  O.  Teeter 
Bethel  UMC  Rev.  Richard  O.  Teeter 

Mt.  Nebo  UMC  Rev.  Richard  O.  Teeter 

Doyline  UMC  Rev.  Lyndle  R.  Bullard 

Sibley  UMC  Rev.  Lyndle  R.  Bullard 

Dubach  UMC  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill 

Antioch  UMC,  Eros  Rev.  T.  Lynn  Malone 
Farmerville  UMC  Rev.  Bobby  J.  Bowling 
Gibsland  UMC  Rev.  W.  Ed  Parks  Sr. 

Oak  Grove  UMC  Rev.  W.  Ed  Parks  Sr. 

Harmony  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Floyd  R.  Whatley 
Haynesville  UMC  Rev.  George  B.  Cunningham 
Shongaloo  UMC  Rev.  George  B.  Cunningham 
Heflin  UMC  Rev.  Judith  D.  Bazer 

Brushwood  UMC  Rev.  Judith  D.  Bazer 

Hodge  UMC  Rev.  John  E.  Zehr 

Dodson  UMC  Rev.  John  E.  Zehr 

New  Hope  UMC  Rev.  John  E.  Zehr 

First  UMC,  Homer  Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis 
Jonesboro  UMC  Rev.  David  B.  Dietzel 

Lisbon  UMC  Rev.  John  R.  Oldham 

Marion  UMC  Rev.  L.  Alton  Peel 

Birds  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  L.  Alton  Peel 

Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Lloyd  E.  Scott 

Salem  UMC  Rev.  Lloyd  E.  Scott 

First  UMC,  Minden 

Rev.  Michael  D.  McLaurin 
Lakeview  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Wilson 

Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Martin  W.  Corie 

Bethlehem  UMC  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Windham 
Ringgold  UMC  Rev.  Steven  J.  Porter 

Castor  UMC  Rev.  Steven  J.  Porter 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC 

Rev.  Karen  Albano  Edenfield 
Grace  UMC,  Ruston  Rev.  M.  Jack  O’Dell 
Trinity  UMC,  Ruston  Dr.  Byrl  J.  Moreland 
Springhill  UMC  Rev.  Kathryn  Dauphin 

Sarepta  UMC  Rev.  Kathryn  Dauphin 

Whitehall  UMC  Rev.  David  G.  Bazer 

Colquitt  UMC  Rev.  David  G.  Bazer 

Evergreen  UMC  Rev.  David  G.  Bazer 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
100%  PAID 

Benton  UMC  Rev.  William  A.  Moon  III 

Coushatta  UMC  Rev.  Robert  I.  Galatas 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Robert  I.  Galatas 
Crossroads  UMC  Rev.  William  V.  Simian 
Hall  Summit  UMC  Rev.  William  V.  Sirman 
Greenwood  UMC  Rev.  Steven  R.  Kelly 

Bethany  UMC  Rev.  Steven  R.  Kelly 

Hosston  UMC  Rev.  Douglas  E.  Milliron 

Gilliam  UMC  Rev.  Douglas  E.  Milliron 

Ida  UMC  Rev.  Robert  E.  Carter 

Rodessa  UMC  Rev.  Robert  E.  Carter 

Logansport  UMC  Rev.  E.  Benjamin  Fant 
Bethel  UMC  Rev.  E.  Benjamin  Fant 

Longstreet  UMC  Rev.  Chris  A.  Blanchard 
First  UMC,  Mansfield 

Rev.  Richard  H.  Humphries 
Grand  Cane  UMC  Rev.  Richard  H.  Humphries 
Bayou  Scie  UMC  Rev.  Hulen  C.  Warren  Jr. 
Mooringsport  UMC  Rev.  Jose  Garcia 

Oil  City  UMC  Rev.  Jose  Garcia 

Belcher  UMC  Rev.  Jose  Garcia 

Rosa  UMC  Rev.  Nathan  Daniels  Jr. 

St.  Matthew  UMC  Rev.  Nathan  Daniels  Jr. 
New  Light  UMC  Rev.  Levi  Moore 

Plain  Dealing  UMC 

Rev.  A.  Swindell  Hodges  Jr. 
Pleasant  Hill  UMC  Rev.  Roy  Mouser 

Mitchell  UMC  Rev.  Roy  Mouser 

Pelican  UMC  Rev.  Roy  Mouser 

Pleasant  Valley  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  E.  Player 
Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  E.  Player 

Fairview  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  E.  Player 

Shady  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Willie  L.  Henry 
Jewella  UMC  Rev.  Willie  L.  Henry 

Zwolle  UMC  Rev,  Walter  L.  Parr  Jr. 

Converse  UMC  Rev.  Walter  L.  Parr  Jr. 

Noble  UMC  Rev.  Walter  L.  Parr  Jr. 

Asbury  UMC  Rev.  Jerry  G.  Hilbun 

Barksdale  UMC  Rev.  Paul  D.  Davis 

Blanchard  UMC  Rev.  Ellen  B.  Montegudo 
First  UMC,  Bossier  City  Rev.  R.  Larry  Stafford 
Caddo  Heights  UMC 

Rev.  Kathy  A.  Clark-Dickens 
Haughton  UMC  Rev.  Kathy  A.  Clark-Dickens 
Ellerbe  Road  UMC 

Rev.  James  A.  Van  Hook  Jr. 
Fellowship  UMC  Rev.  Gregory  R.  Davis 
Keithville  UMC  Rev.  Clifford  N.  McCall 
Love  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  John  H.  Lavo 

Mangum  UMC  Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll  Sr. 

McDonald  UMC  Rev.  Clyde  T.  Smith 

Momingside  UMC  Rev.  J.  Van  Dickens  III 
Cedar  Grove  UMC  Rev.  J.  Van  Dickens  III 
Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Donny  R.  Nedd 

Johnson  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Donny  R.  Nedd 
St.  James  UMC  Rev.  Marcell  A.  Johnson 
Round  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Marcell  A.  Johnson 
St.  Luke’s  UMC  Dr.  A.  Wayne  Evans 

St.  Paul  UMC,  Shreveport 

Rev.  George  L.  Thomas 
First  UMC,  Shreveport  Dr.  R.  Pat  Day 

Trinity  UMC,  Shreveport 

Rev.  Carl  D.  Munyon 


Special  Recognitions 

The  following  churches  have  paid  100  per 
cent  or  more  on  all  apportionments,  plus 
payments  on  General  Advance  Specials, 
Conference  Advance  Specials  and  General 
Church  Offerings. 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

First  UMC,  Baker  Rev.  J.  Edwin  Dilworth 
Broadmoor  UMC  Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Dr.  Christopher  H.  Andrews 
Bluff  Creek  UMC  Rev.  Darwin  Brecheen 

Slaughter  UMC  Rev.  Darwin  Brecheen 

Evangeline  UMC  Rev.  Carol  Susan  Winn 
Clear  Creek  UMC  Rev.  J.  Thomas  Logan 
Meadows  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Angus  L.  Carruth 
Francis  Asbury  UMC  Rev.  Frank  B.  Akin 
St.  Francisville  UMC  Rev.  Harold  Babin 
Beech  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Willie  Laws 

St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Rev.  Randall  E.  Campbell 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

Oakdale  UMC  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage  Jr. 
Pine  Prairie  UMC  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage  Jr. 
Branch  UMC  Rev.  Robert  W.  Peterson 

Hayes  UMC  Rev.  Ray  Leidig 

Oak  Park  UMC  Rev.  Mickey  D.  Stringfield 
St.  Luke/Simpson  UMC 

Rev.  James  Humphreys 
University  UMC,  Lake  Charles 

Rev.  Steven  W.  Caraway 
First  UMC,  Leesville  Rev.  J.  Ryan  Horton  Jr. 
Henning  Mem  UMC  Rev.  Fred  B.  Wideman 
Wesley  UMC,  Sulphur  Rev.  Leon  Boggs 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
Barksdale  UMC  Rev.  Paul  D.  Davis 

Benton  UMC  Rev.  William  A.  Moon  III 

Bethel  UMC  Rev.  E.  Benjamin  Fant 

Crossroads  UMC  Rev.  William  V.  Sirman 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Robert  I.  Galatas 
Hosston  UMC  Rev.  Douglas  E.  Milliron 

Keithville  UMC  Rev.  Clifford  N.  McCall 
Plain  Dealing  UMC 

Rev.  A.  Swindell  Hodges  Jr. 
Mangum  UMC  Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll  Sr. 

St.  Lukes  UMC  Dr.  A.  Wayne  Evans 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

Belah  UMC  Rev.  William  E.  Nolan 

Nolley  UMC,  Jena  Rev.  William  E.  Nolan 
Marksville  UMC  Rev.  Michael  E.  Ricke 

Simmesport  UMC  Rev.  Michael  E.  Ricke 
St.  Marks  UMC  TBS 

Wilton  UMC  Rev.  Dorothy  Johnson 

Asbury  UMC,  Natchitoches 

Rev.  James  A.  Graham 

ACADIANA  DISTRICT 

Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess 
Louisiana  Memorial  UMC 

Rev.  Theo  S.  Standley 
Vacherie  UMC  Rev.  Deborah  Drash 

First  UMC,  Thibodaux  Rev.  Deborah  Drash 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

Felicity  UMC  Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell 

St.  Luke’s  UMC  Rev.  Wesley  C.  Reagan 

Lutcher  Chapel  UMC 

Rev.  Gregory  McClay  Sr. 
LaHarpe  UMC  Rev.  William  L.  Jones 

NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC 

Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 
First  UMC,  Denham  Springs 

Rev.  Larry  G.  Miller 
Independence  UMC  Rev.  G.  Larry  Maxwell  Sr. 
Aldersgate  UMC  Rev.  Cliff  C.  Wright  Jr. 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Martin  W.  Corie 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC 

Rev.  Karen  Albano  Edenfield 
First  UMC,  Minden 

Rev.  Michael  D.  McLaurin 
Grace  UMC,  Ruston  Rev.  M.  Jack  O’Dell 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

Crowville  UMC  Rev.  Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 


Louisiana 

Conference 

1993 

Stewardship  Report 

Church 

Paid 

%  Paid 
Appor¬ 
tion- 

District 

Apportionment 

All  Funds 

ments 

North  Shore 

515,607.00 

620,521.20 

96.91 

Ruston 

468,214.00 

600,736.50 

96.59 

Baton  Rouge 

882,616.00 

1,043,066.26 

93.34 

Lake  Charles 

561,770.00 

658,072.33 

92.44 

Alexandria 

423,871.00 

480,032.92 

92.17 

Shreveport 

1,038,257.00 

1,058,832.69 

89.65 

Acadiana 

469,575.00 

523.986.72 

83.14 

New  Orleans 

792,806.00 

734,468.35 

76.82 

Monroe 

587,181.00 

546,476.89 

72.32 

Louisiana 

Conference 

5,739,897.00 

6,266,193.86 

87.82 

Faith  forum 
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The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


What  it  means  to  be 
a  church  member 

Picture  the  following:  - 

A  small  band  of  people  live  and 


wc/iiv  in  luc  liuusi  ui  pu vtii)  dim  vi- 

olence. 

They  feed  the  hungry.  They  build 
homes  for  the  homeless.  They  teach 
Bible  verses  to  children.  They  help 
parents  learn  to  read  those  verses 
for  themselves. 

Most  of  all  they  strive  to  live  in 
such  a  way  that  the  hope  of  Christ 
in  them  outshines  the  hopelessness 
around  them. 

Might  this  be  a  picture  of  a  re¬ 
mote  early-Christian  faith  commu¬ 
nity?  Not  at  all. 

Rather,  it  describes  the  here-and- 
now  lives  of  Rio  Grande  Valley  la¬ 
ity  and  clergy  who  were  visited 
recently  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist 
bishops.  The  vis¬ 
it  was  one  way 
for  the  bishops 
to  show  their 
support  for  the 
church's  new  Na- 
tional  Plan  for 
Hispanic  Minis¬ 
tries  (see  stories  and  photo  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue). 

We  believe  that  the  example  of 
hands-on,  Christ-conscious  lives 
like  those  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley 
challenges  others  of  us  to  ponder  a 
vital  question  for  all  Christians: 


Whatever  happened  to 
the  oft-spouted 
theological  assertion  that 
all  baptized  Christians 
are  responsible  for  the 
church's  ministry ? 


What  do  we  mean  by  "member¬ 
ship"  in  a  congregation? 

That  the  integrity  of  membership 
has  been  seriously  compromised  in 
our  time  is  scarcely  in  doubt.  With 
rare  exceptions,  mainline  Protes¬ 
tant  congregations  tend  to  be  more 
concerned  about  merely  getting 
people  on  the  rolls  rather  than  get¬ 
ting  them  rolling  as  active,  commit¬ 
ted,  disciplined  followers  of  Christ. 

In  far  too  many  instances,  pastors 
and  church  leaders  fail  to  give 
members  specifics  on  what  is  ex¬ 
pected  of  them  as  parts  of  the  body 


of  Christ.  Compounding  the  failing, 
many  of  us  who  should  know  better 
don’t  hold  ourselves  accountable 
for  meeting  those  expectations. 

Moreover,  this  lack  of  clarity 
about  what  it  means  to  be  a  mem¬ 
ber  has  been  blurred  even  further 
by  the  tendency  to  consign  anything 
called  “ministry”  to  professionals, 
that  is,  those  who  are  seminary 
trained  and  ordained. 

Whatever  happened  to  the  oft- 
spouted  theological  assertion  that  all 
baptized  Christians  are  responsible 
for  the  church’s  ministry?  Unless  this 
is  so  much  piety- 
in-the-sky  talk,  it 
needs  not  merely 
to  be  asserted  but 
to  be  embraced  as 
the  essence  of  life 
in  Christian  com¬ 
munity! 

Fortunately 
for  all  of  us,  Rio 
Grande  Valley  Christians  show  that 
practical  advice  from  our  earliest 
ancestors  still  works  today. 

Consciously  or  unconsciously 
they  have  adopted  Paul’s  counsel  in 
Romans  12.  Their  performance 
demonstrates  that  they  offer  them¬ 
selves  via  concrete  actions  as  living 
sacrifices  to  God,  spreading  the 
Gospel  by  word  and  deed  to  the 
best  of  their  varied  abilities. 

We  commend  our  Rio  Grande 
Valley  brothers  and  sisters  for  their 
shining  example  of  what  it  means  to 
be  modern-day  disciples. 

And  we  encourage  you  to  assess 
the  integrity  of  your  congregation’s 
membership  expectations  against 
the  Rio  Grande  Valley  model. 

It’s  a  challenging  picture  for  sure. 
But  it  has  room  for  all  of  Jesus’ 
faithful  followers. 


Encountering  Jesus  beyond  history 


By  ABIGAIL  MCCARTHY 

Religious  News  Service 

In  the  second  week  of  the  year 
the  work  of  some  eminent  Biblical 
scholars  questioning  the  story  of 
Jesus  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
popular  media. 

In  the  same  week  thousands  of 
movie-goers  were  streaming  into 
the  opening  showings  of  “Shadow- 
lands,”  the  story  of  another  emi¬ 
nent  scholar  who  profoundly 
believed  in  Jesus — a  story  of  faith 
shattered  and  regained. 


There  is  irony  here. 

Three  books 

Time  magazine  recently  re¬ 
viewed  three  books  on  Jesus:  John 
Dominic  Crossan’s  “Jesus,  A  Rev¬ 
olutionary  Biography”;  Burton 
Mack’s  “The  Last  Gospel”;  and 
“The  Five  Gospels,”  the  product 
of  74  scholars  who  belong  to  a 
group  called  the  Jesus  Seminar. 
All  of  them  cast  doubt  on  the  ac¬ 
curacy  of  the  Gospels  as  to  the  his¬ 
toricity  of  Jesus. 


“The  effect,”  says  Time  religion 
writer  Richard  N.  Ostling,  “is  like 
looking  through  the  wrong  end  of 
a  telescope  at  a  vanishing  Jesus.” 

Pm  sorry,  but  like  the  women 
throughout  history  who  have  often 
found  the  abstract  concerns  of  men 
trivial,  I  find  all  this  niggling  schol¬ 
arly  endeavor  beside  the  point. 

The  historical  facts,  if  we  could 
have  them,  would  make  nice  under¬ 
pinning  but  what  matters  is  that  for 
two  thousand  years  myriads  of 
Christians  have  experienced  Jesus. 

They  have  experienced  him  in 
faith,  in  the  sacraments,  in  the  vi¬ 
sions  of  the  saints,  in  prayer,  in  his 
absence,  in  the  shattering  encounter 
which  the  evangelicals  deem  accept¬ 
ing  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior. 

C.  S.  Lewis,  the  Oxford  don,  part 
of  whose  extraordinary  love  story  is 
told  in  “Shadowlands,”  fought 
against  this  experience.  Technically 
an  atheist,  he  tells  us  in  his  autobi¬ 
ography,  “Surprised  by  Joy,”  that  at 
the  age  of  30  he  felt  God  closing  in 
on  him- 

“You  must  picture  me  alone  in 
that  room  at  Magdalen,  night  after 
night,  feeling,  whenever  my  mind 
lifted  even  for  a  second  from  my 
work,  the  steady  unrelenting  ap¬ 
proach  of  Him  whom  I  so  earnestly 
desired  not  to  meet _ ” 

He  became,  he  added,  “the  most 
dejected  and  reluctant  convert  in  all 
England.” 

First  God,  then  jesus 

First  God,  then  Christ  Jesus. 
Like  Augustine,  he  wrestled  with 
the  New  Testament  and  decided 
that  indeed  the  old  myth  of  God 
coming  to  earth  had  once — and 
once  only — been  a  historical  fact. 

Like  many,  many  others  he  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  something  hap¬ 
pened  in  a  remote  backwater  of  a 
country — in  a  gap  of  history — that 
turned  a  small  group  of  peasant 
fishermen  and  villagers  into  the 
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Columnist  Abigail  McCarthy  says  that  the  film  “Shadowlands," 
which  tells  of  the  crisis  of  faith  endured  by  Christian  writer  C.  S. 
Lewis  (Anthony  Hopkins)  at  the  death  of  his  wife  Joy  Gresham  (De¬ 
bra  Winger),  comes  closer  to  portraying  the  experience  of  Jesus 
than  some  scholars'  most  recent  efforts  (see  commentary  above). 


Commentary 


Abigail 

McCarthy  is  a 
writer  and  lectur¬ 
er  who  lives  in 
Washington. 


most  fearless  and  effective  evange¬ 
lists  the  world  had  ever  known. 

“That  something”  was  the  life, 
death,  and  return  of  Jesus,  the 
bridge  of  God  to  man. 

To  become  human  is  to  become 
subject  to  suffering,  pain,  and 
death.  Tradition  teaches  that  Je¬ 
sus,  Son  of  God,  did  this  so  that 
men  and  women  united  with  him 
could  conquer  death. 

Lewis,  in  his  career  as  a  brilliant 
Christian  apologist,  was  sure  that 
he  knew  what  this  meant.  One  of 
his  best-known  books,  in  fact,  was 
“The  Problem  of  Pain.”  And,  in 
one  of  the  introductory  scenes  of 
“Shadowlands,”  we  see  Lewis 
(played  by  Anthony  Hopkins) 
rather  glibly  explaining  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  suffering  to  a  fascinated  au¬ 
dience.  But,  as  “Shadowlands” 
continues,  we  see  Lewis  confound¬ 
ed  by  the  suffering  of  his  wife  Joy 
(portrayed  by  Debra  Winger)  from 
cancer  and  by  her  death. 

The  loss  of  Joy  plunged  Lewis 
into  the  depths  of  despair.  In  his 
agonized  bereavement  he  finally 
found  Christ  again — but  without 
the  “pat  certainties”  of  his  earlier 
faith.  “Shadowlands”  is  a  celebra¬ 
tion,  in  the  end,  of  Christian  faith 
in  Jesus’  power  over  death. 

We  must  search  for  the  histori¬ 
cal  Jesus — yes.  He  is  the  founda¬ 
tion  with  a  varying  meaning, 
perhaps,  for  each  century. 

I  honor  the  scholars’  endeavors, 
but  it  is  "Shadowlands”  that 
speaks  to  me. 


Why  don't  United  Methodists  take  on  today's  crucial  issues? 


Reviewing  my  45  years  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  in  The  United  Methodist  Church 
and  its  predecessors  I  conclude  that 
when  it  comes  to  issues  of  social  con¬ 
cern  the  church  is  a  reluctant  crusad¬ 
er— the  Social  Principles  in  the 
Discipline  notwithstanding. 

Critical  issues  affecting  society 
and  families  have  been  ignored  or 
treated  all  too  casually.  It  is  past 
time  for  change! 

The  Southern  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  has  developed  and 
begun  the  implementation  of  a  pro¬ 
gram,  “True  Love  Waits,”  which 
seeks  to  encourage  youths  to  main¬ 
tain  sexual  purity  prior  to  marriage. 

Other  denominations  have  signed 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

on  but  I  have  yet  to  read  about 
United  Methodist  endorsement. 
The  program  is  biblically  sound  and 
an  urgent  need  for  our  country. 
Hopefully,  the  church  will  become 
an  immediate  and  active  promoter. 

While  at  it — and  this  may  be  too 
much  to  expect — what  about  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  taking  the  initiative 
against: 

•f  Pervasive  beer  commercials 
on  TV; 


•f  The  terrible  impact  of  tobacco 
on  individuals  and  society; 

The  insidious  effect  of  pornog¬ 
raphy  on  children,  youth  and  families; 

✓  The  destructive  influence  of 
television  on  Christian,  ethical, 
moral  and  family  values. 

Wouldn’t  it  be  wonderful  if  The 
United  Methodist  Church  with  its 
national  organization,  vast  mem¬ 
bership  and  talent,  and  financial  re¬ 
sources  were  more  focused  and 
directed  toward  saving  the  family, 
our  church  and  society  from  what 
will  soon  destroy  us? 

Ralph  J.  Corrin 
Bristol,  Tennessee 


Column  was  dandy 

John  A.  Lovelace’s  column, 
“Making  Things  Plain  Can  Light 
Some  Fires”  (see  UMR,  Dec.  24) 
was  a  real  dandy. 

I  especially  appreciated  the  reso¬ 
nances  in  the  last  paragraph.  “Light 
into  him,”  and  “he’d  be  smoked”  are 
nifty,  and  “duke”  it  out  has  a  nice 
irony,  given  that  the  Duke  family  (al¬ 
though  best  known  in  North  Caroli¬ 
na  for  power)  also  had  significant 
tobacco  holdings  and  significantly 
endowed  United  Methodism’s  best- 
known  university. 

It  may  be  stretching  it,  though,  to 
claim  that  tobacco  abstinence  is  a 


The  good  news  is,  there's  still  the  Good  News 


Dear  Jimmy: 

This  past  week  I’ve  been  powerful¬ 
ly  reminded  that  there’s  a  lot  of  good 
news  available  for  this  old  world. 

Monday  night  I  heard  a  young 
woman  sing  a  recital.  She  handled 
the  language  requirements — Italian, 
French,  German  and  English — ad¬ 
mirably. 

But  when  she  soared  through 
“He’s  Got  the  Whole  World  in  His 
Hands,”  a  spiritual  out  of  her  own 
heritage,  I  had  no  problem  believing 
that  she  believed  it.  Her  encore  of 
“This  Little  Light  of  Mine”  moved 
one  newspaper  critic  to  say  that,  for 
just  a  brief  moment,  he  knew  that  the 
world  was  a  better  place. 

Wednesday  a  sanctuary  full  of  us 
at  the  church  talked  about  you  for  a 
couple  of  hours.  You  left  a  lot  of  peo¬ 
ple  deep  in  your  debt  through  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  Alaska 
Pacific  University,  Andean  Rural 
Health  Ministry,  Wesley-Rankin 
Center  and  Oak  Lawn  United  Meth- 


Letter  from 
the  Editor 


odist  Church,  to  mention  just  a  few. 


Through  your  gifts  and  your 
prayers,  you  and  your  dear  Fleeta 
encouraged  scores  of  young  people 
to  make  their  lives  count  for  some¬ 
thing.  Many  of  us  wept  that  day  in 
thankfulness  for  you  and  in  joy  for 
all  who  benefitted  from  your  life. 

Thursday  night  through  Sunday  I 
went  on  a  Walk  to  Emmaus.  The 
program  owes  its  origins  to  Catholic 
traditions,  but  The  Upper  Room  has 


designed  this  version  to  strengthen 
the  local  church  through  fostering 
more  faithful  disciples  of  Jesus. 

After  72  hours  of  listening,  learn¬ 
ing,  sharing,  crying,  hugging  and  be¬ 
ing  incredibly  surprised  by  how 
much  agape  love  there  is  in  the 
world,  we  "pilgrims”  ended  our 
walk  by  singing  “They’ll  Know  We 
Are  Christians  by  Our  Love.” 

The  verse  which  says  “we’ll 
spread  the  news  that  God  is  in  our 
land”  hit  me  harder  than  ever.  In 
the  Sunday-evening  glow  of  our 
church  camp  setting,  I  saw  that  my 
privilege  in  helping  spread  the  good 
news  through  the  Reporter  is  no  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  black  woman’s  exul¬ 
tation  in.  singing  about  a  world  in 
God’s  hands. 

I’m  a  better  Christian  for  having 
lived  through  that  tear-stained 
week.  Now,  acting  on  my  own  au¬ 
thority,  I  designate  you  an  Emmaus 
pilgrim  emeritus,  knowing  that  you 
and  all  other  members  of  the  Em- 
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maus  community  will  understand 
when  I  say,  “And  on  the  fourth  day 
the  people  of  God  started  on  their 
real  journey.” 

De  colores. 

— John 

NOTE:  James  H.  “Jimmy”  Da¬ 
vis,  a  world  Meth-  1: 
odist  layman,  ! 
president  of  the 
International 
Prayer  Fellowship  *-?•**■'  - 
and  benefactor  of 
more  good  works 
than  anyone  could 
list,  died  Jan.  4  at  age  85. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“If  we  live,  we  live  to  the  Lord, 
and  if  we  die,  we  die  to  the  Lord;  so 
then,  whether  we  live  or  whether  we 
die,  we  are  the  Lord’s.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Luke  638) 


Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  23 

Sunday:  Psalms  62:5-7 
Monday:  Psalms  62:8-12 
Tuesday:  Jonah  3:1-5 
Wednesday:  Jonah  3:10 
Thursday:  1  Corinthians  7:29-31 
Friday:  Mark  1:14-15 
Saturday:  Mark  1:1 6-20 


Methodist  “heritage.”  Methodism’s 
abstinence  from  tobacco  and  alco¬ 
hol  comes  from  the  one  theological 
snare  our  founder  failed  to  avoid: 
Puritanism.  The  Methodist  tenden¬ 
cy  to  abstain  from  tobacco  is  thus 
not  so  much  a  heritage  as  it  is  a 
piece  of  dumb  luck. 

Another  point  which  should  be 
suggested  is  that  power  is  the  Gold¬ 
en  Calf  of  this  pagan  age,  and  that  it 
is  unseemly  to  side  too  enthusiasti¬ 
cally  with  the  self-righteous  anti¬ 
smoking  bullies  who  are  using  their 
considerable  power  to  create  and 
enforce  apartheid  against  people  of 
color  (smokers,  with  their  yellow 
fingers  and  their  black  lungs,  are 
people  of  color,  you  see.) 

Paul  Somerville 

Moore,  Oklahoma 


Not  for  me 

1  have  just  finished  reading  John 
A.  Lovelace’s  column,  “Making 
things  plain  can  light  some  fires” 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  24). 

He  praises  the  “plain  spokenness” 
of  U.S.  Surgeon  General  Joycelyn  El¬ 
ders  on  her  recent  suggestion  that  we 
study  the  idea  of  legalizing  drugs. 

There  is,  no  doubt,  virtue  in 
“plainspokenness” — at  least  we 
know  what  a  person  believes  and 
that  is  better  than  the  “bafflegab” 
that  often  emanates  from  the  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  bureaucracy. 

Having  said  that,  however,  my 
hunch  is  that  a  large  majority  of 
United  Methodists  would  take  ex¬ 
ception  to  the  radical  left  agenda 
that  the  “plainspoken”  Surgeon 
General  espouses.  I  wouldn’t  be  sur¬ 
prised  if  many  United  Methodists 
are  embarrassed  by  her  promotion 
of  promiscuity  via  school  clinics 
and  condom  distribution  and  other 
radical  ideas. 

Ms.  Elders  may  be  “plainspoken” 
but  she  doesn’t  speak  for  me,  and  I 
suspect  for  most  United  Methodists. 

Jim  Terry 
Lamesa,  Texas 

Sad  commentary 

I  am  writing  in  regard  to  a  brief 
article,  “Two  Pastors  Suspended” 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  31). 

It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  a  reli¬ 
gious  newspaper  when  two  brothers 
in  the  ministry  are  suspended — re¬ 
gardless  of  the  reason — and  this  be¬ 
comes  informational  material,  of  all 
things,  under  the  heading  of  "Faith 
Connections.”  This  is  a  travesty! 

Where  is  the  faith  in  this?  Haven’t 
we  heard  that  within  The  United 
Methodist  Church  we  are  a  brother- 
and  sisterhood?  I  have  heard  it  said 
that  the  church  is  an  institution  which 
shoots  its  wounded.  This  confirms  it! 

Ross  Poteet,  Jr. 

Missouri  City,  Missouri 
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NEW  TRIAL  ASKED:  Several  civil- 
rights  leaders,  including  a  United  Methodist 
pastor,  gathered  in  Memphis  recently  to  sup¬ 
port  a  petition  for  a  new  trial  for  James  Earl 
Ray,  convicted  of  slaying  the  Rev.  Martin  Lu¬ 
ther  King  Jr.  in  1968.  The  petition  is  based  on 
“newly  discovered  evidence”  that  lawyer 
William  Pepper  says  proves  someone  other 
than  Mr.  Ray  killed  King.  In  1968,  the  Rev. 
James  Lawson,  then  pastor  of  Centenary  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Memphis,  invited  Dr. 
King  to  the  city  to  aid  striking  sanitation 
workers.  Now  pastor  of  Holman  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Los  Angeles,  he  is  calling  for 
appointment  of  a  special  prosecutor  to  pursue 
new  evidence. 


OFFICIATE  AT  FUNERAL:  The  Rev 

John  P.  Miles,  pastor  of  St.  James  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Little  Rock,  preached 
Jan.  8  at  the  funeral  of  President  Clinton’s 
mother,  Virginia  Kelley.  The  Rev.  Daniel 
George,  pastor  of  Grand  Avenue  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Hot  Springs,  where  Ms:  Kelley 
was  a  member,  and  the  Rev.  Joe  Wilkerson, 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Malvern,  Ark.,  also  participated  in  the  service. 


OPPOSE  GAMBLING:  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishops  Kenneth  Carder  (Nashville  Area) 
and  Clay  Lee  (Knoxville,  Tenn.  Area)  have 
written  a  letter  calling  on  United  Methodists 
in  Tennessee  to  oppose  gambling.  Tennessee 
state  legislators  are  expected  to  consider  a  con¬ 
stitutional  amendment  that  will  allow  casino 
gambling  and/or  a  state  lottery. 


MEALS  FOR  MILLIONS:  Meals  for 

Millions,  a  hunger  project  of  the  Society  of  St. 
Andrew  in  Big  Island,  Va.,  recently  received 
$10,000,  its  largest  single  check  to  date,  from 
United  Methodist  Men  of  the  denomination’s 
Northern  Illinois  Annual  (regional)  Confer¬ 
ence.  United  Methodist  Men  throughout  the 
nation  contributed  more  than  $  1 50,000  during 
1993  for  the  project.  The  project  provides  nu¬ 
tritious  donated  produce  for  the  hungry  at  a 
cost  of  one  cent  per  serving.  The  non-denomi- 
national  Society  of  St.  Andrew  was  founded  in 
1979  by  two  United  Methodist  clergymen. 


BOLIVIAN  SUSTAINED:  The  General 

Assembly  of  the  Evangelical  Methodist  Church 
in  Bolivia  recently  re-affirmed  the  leadership 
of  Bishop  Zacarias  Mamani.  Don  Reasoner,  a 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  executive  who  attended  the  assem¬ 
bly  meeting,  said  former  bishop  Carlos  Hua- 
cani  had  been  arrested  in  November  and 
charged  with  misappropriation  of  church  funds 
and  illegally  selling  or  mortgaging  church  prop¬ 
erty.  He  is  awaiting  trial. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


'Souper  Bowl'  gifts  feed  more  than  football  mania 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

By  the  time  an  estimated  100 
million  people  watch  the  televised 
Super  Bowl  in  Atlanta  Jan.  30, 
thousands  will  have  participated 
in  this  year’s  “Souper  Bowl.” 

The  ministry  starts  in  churches 
on  Super  Bowl  Sunday  and  sub¬ 
sequently  is  played  out  as  part  of 
the  fight  against  hunger  and 
homelessness. 

Participating  local  church 
groups  use  soup  pots  or  tureens 
to  collect  $  1  each  from  churchgo¬ 
ers  who  plan  to  watch  the  Super 
Bowl.  The  money  is  given  to  a 
hunger  or  relief  program  of  the 
group’s  choice. 

Begun  by  youths  of  Spring  Val¬ 


ley  Presbyterian  Church  of  Co¬ 
lumbia,  S.C.,  in  1 990,  the  idea  was 
used  in  22  local  churches  of  vari¬ 
ous  denominations  that  first  year. 

“It’s  very  local  and  very  sim¬ 
ple,”  said  the  Rev.  Richard  Allen 
of  the  program  carried  out  by 


youths  at  Windsor  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Columbia,  where 
he  formerly  served. 

Mr.  Allen  indicated  that  his  new 
charge — Virginia  Wingard  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Columbia — 
will  participate  this  year. 

Last  year  the  youth  group  at 
Windsor  raised  $125  “with  no 
advance  publicity,”  said  Nancy 
Hartley,  advisor  to  the  church’s 
United  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship.  The  money  was  given  to  a 
local  shelter  that  serves  meals. 

Windsor  youths  are  so  enthusi¬ 
astic  about  the  plan  that  they 
joined  Jan.  9  with  youths  of  oth¬ 
er  denominations  to  assemble 
and  mail  600  packets  of  informa¬ 
tion  in  response  to  requests  from 


churches  across  the  country. 

In  all,  20,000  pamphlets  about 
Souper  Bowl  '94  have  been  sent 
this  year,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Brad  Smith  of  the  Spring  Valley 
church. 

Other  publicity  efforts  includ¬ 
ed  a  letter  to  each  active  bishop 
of  the  United  Methodist,  Episco¬ 
pal  and  Lutheran  churches  and 
to  elected  presbyters  (regional  ex¬ 
ecutives)  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.). 

Spring  Valley  youths  hope  that 
giving  will  eventually  match  the 
$50  million  reportedly  spent  on 
advertising  during  the  1993  Su¬ 
per  Bowl  game,  Mr.  Smith  said. 

Since  funds  raised  are  distribut¬ 
ed  by  individual  groups,  he  asks 


that  each  call  (800)  383-SOUP  be¬ 
tween  noon  and  5  p.m.  (EST)  to 
report  the  amount  collected. 

In  1993,  almost  900  churches, 
including  more  than  100  United 
Methodist  churches  in  South 
Carolina,  raised  more  than 
$144,000. 

Members  of  some  churches 
bring  a  can  of  soup  or  other  food 
to  church  for  the  hungry,  and  at 
least  one  small  church  sponsors  a 
soup-and-  sandwich  lunch  on  Su¬ 
per  Bowl  Sunday. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  hopes 
church  members — youths  and 
adults — will  also  work  in  soup 
kitchens  or  food  pantries  to 
which  they  give  the  money. 


Advance  has  sweet  smell  of  success — sorta 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

MANILA,  Philippines — 
United  Methodists  savored  a 
successful  “second-mile  giving” 
campaign  for  emergency  out¬ 
reach  efforts  during  the  meeting 
of  the  Advance  for  Christ  and 
His  Church  last  week. 

Despite  the  sweet  smell  of  suc¬ 
cess  in  the  church’s  response  to 
disasters  like  the  massive  Mid¬ 
western  floods  of  1993,  members 
were  reminded  that  many 
churches  have  overlooked  their 
commitments  to  pay  salaries  for 
world  missionaries  and  for  U.S. 
pastors  on  limited  incomes. 

Meeting  Jan.  8-15,  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church  gathered 
on  the  Philippine  Islands. 

As  some  20  elected  members 
approved  new  projects  (see  re¬ 
lated  story  at  right)  they  were 
challenged  to  promote  ongoing 
mission  projects  that  would  die 
without  local  church  support. 

The  Rev.  William  Carter  Sr., 
staff  executive  for  Advance  pro¬ 
grams,  said  that  as  of  Nov.  30, 
Advance  income  reached  a  little 
more  than  $28  million.  With  No¬ 
vember  and  December  figures 
still  to  be  tallied,  he  expects  the 
total  to  top  $30  or  $3 1  million. 

“United  Methodists  in  the 
United  States  have  dispelled  the 
notion  that  they  do  not  give  to 
mission  causes,”  said  Dr.  Carter. 

“For  the  last  two  years,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  gave  roughly 
$22-23  million  each  year  for 


causes  related  to  floods  and  di¬ 
sasters  in  the  U.S.  Add  those  to 
gifts  for  other  mission  causes 
and  that’s  about  $60  million  for 
mission  programs  around  the 
world. 

“With  World  Service  [basic 
program]  money  declining,  this 
is  exciting.  We  recognize  that 
the  capacity  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  giving  can’t  be  second 
guessed.  It’s  good  to  know  that 
after  World  Service  and  United 
Methodist  Women’s  pledges  to 
mission,  people  always  give  to 


the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church.” 

Dr.  Carter’s  audience  consist¬ 
ed  of  some  50  members  of  the 
Advance  Committee  and  staff 
of  three  general-church  agen¬ 
cies:  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications. 

He  told  them  that  stronger  ef¬ 
forts  must  be  made  to  promoter 
world  missionary  support  and 
the  parish  partners  program. 
The  latter  fund  supplements 


salaries  of  ministers  who  are 
members  of  missionary  confer¬ 
ences  within  the  U.S. 

“One  common  pattern  we  de¬ 
tect  is  that  when  there  is  a  [nat¬ 
ural  disaster]  crisis,  there  is  a 
decline  of  10  to  15  percent  in 
receipts  for  missionary  sup¬ 
port,”  Dr.  Carter  continued. 

Last  year,  an  unstated  num¬ 
ber  of  local  churches  made  a 
covenant  to  pay  $7.5  million  in 
missionary  salaries  and  related 
support.  Only  $4.7  million  has 
been  paid. 


“When  there  are  less  disas¬ 
ters,  there  is  an  increase  in  mis¬ 
sionary  support,”  Dr.  Carter 
said.  “But  you  must  remember 
that  once  we  put  missionaries 
on  the  field,  we  are  responsible 
to  fund  their  efforts.” 

He  added  that  the  same  holds 
true  with  the  parish  partners 
program.  In  1993,  a  total  com¬ 
mitment  of  $529,000  was  made 
for  that  fund.  As  of  Nov.  30, 
only  $156,303  has  come  in 
from  the  church’s  regional  an¬ 
nual  conferences  in  the  U.S. 


342  mission  projects  total  $25.6  million 


MANILA,  Philippines — The 
committee  which  directs  United 
Methodism’s  historic  second- 
mile  giving  program  known  as 
the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church  rcently  approved  342 
mission  projects  totaling  $25.6 
million. 

Projects  approved  during  the 
Advance  Committee’s  Jan.  9-15 
semi-annual  meeting  in  this 
Asian  capital  city  will  be  added 
to  the  nearly  2,000  projects  listed 
in  the  “Partnership  in  Mission” 
catalog. 

The  catalog,  sent  to  all  local 
pastors  within  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  encourages 
churches  to  decide  what  pro¬ 
grams  to  support  financially  after 
meeting  basic  churchwide  obliga¬ 
tions. 

Latest  projects  approved  for 
funding  include: 


■  Rebekah  at  the  Well  in 
Haiti,  approved  for  $167,000. 
The  program,  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief,  will  provide  potable 
water  for  the  island  of  La  Go- 
nave  in  Haiti.  This  will  require 
drilling  a  well  at  a  high  point  of 
the  island,  construction  of  hold¬ 
ing  tanks  along  a  pipeline  and 
installation  of  a  windmill. 

■  Mpumudde  Technical 
Secondary  School  in  Uganda, 
Africa,  $28,000.  Sponsored  by 
the  nearby  Burundi  Annual 
Conference — also  in  Central 
Africa — the  program  will  pro¬ 
vide  basic  education  as  well  as 
technical  skills  to  students  who 
have  dropped  out  of  school. 
Courses  will  be  offered  in  car¬ 
pentry,  simple  mechanics, 
plumbing,  brick  laying  and 
welding. 


■  The  National  Council  of 
Churches  in  Japan  Hiroshima 
Peace  and  Human  Rights  Cen¬ 
ter,  $5,000.  Funding  will  enable 
the  center  to  continue  peace¬ 
making  programs  from  the 
standpoint  of  repentance  for 
Japanese  aggression  against 
other  Asians  during  World  War 
II. 

New  programs  are  planned 
related  to  Filipino  immigrant 
women  workers  and  immigrant 
bridges  through  the  Japanese 
center’s  Third  World  Women’s 
program. 

H  The  Lowe  Institute  Foun¬ 
dation  in  Buenos  Aires,  Argen¬ 
tina,  $10,000.  The  institute  is  a 
home  for  girls  and  boys  report¬ 
ed  to  have  suffered  physical 
and/or  psychological  aggres¬ 
sions  and  to  be  malnourished. 

In  addition  to  giving  final  ap¬ 


proval  to  these  and  other  pro¬ 
grams,  the  Advance  Committee 
deleted  from  the  church’s  official 
“second-mile-giving"  listing 
three  programs — one  each  in 
Tennessee,  Montana  and  West 
Virginia. 

The  programs,  whose  fund- 
solicitation  approval  totaled 
$50,000,  reportedly  no  longer 
fit  the  criteria  for  Advance 
funding. 

The  Advance  Committee  also 
turned  down  a  $5,000  request 
from  a  church-related  program 
in  South  America  scheduled  to 
culminate  in  February. 

“It  would  be  impossible  to 
raise  funds  for  a  celebration  al¬ 
ready  taking  place,”  said  the 
Rev.  Reginald  W.  Ponder  of 
Charlotte  N.C.,  vice  chairper¬ 
son  of  the  Advance  Committee. 
— DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Hispanic  harvest?  Bishops  say  minds  must  change  first 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

McALLEN,  Texas — America’s 
exploding  Hispanic  population  may 
be  a  ripe  mission  field,  but  United 
Methodists  must  change  how  they 
think  about  ministry  if  they  are  to 
reap  its  harvest  for  Christ. 

Most  members  of  the  church’s 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  College 
of  Bishops  expressed  that  conclu¬ 
sion  Jan.  9  after  an  intensive  three- 
day  visit  to  United  Methodist 
ministries  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley 
near  the  U.S.-Mexico  border. 

Cooperative  models  visited 

The  visitation  was  designed  to 


show  the  bishops  and  other  observ¬ 
ers  some  cooperative  fhodels  for 
Hispanic  ministries — most  of 
which  centered  on  greater  local- 
church  leadership  by  laypeople — 
that  could  help  implement  the 
churchwide  1993-96  National  Plan 
for  Hispanic  Ministries. 

Co-hosts  for  the  event  were  Bishop 
Raymond  L.  Owen  (San  Antonio 
Area);  the  Rev.  Warren  Homung, 
McAllen  District  superintendent  for 
the  Southwest  Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence;  and  the  Rev.  Eubaldo  Ponce, 
Southern  District  superintendent  for 
the  Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference. 

Bishop  Owen  presides  over  both 
conferences,  which  overlap  one  an- 
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McALLEN,  Texas — Youngsters  wave  rainbow-colored  ribbons  to  the 
singing  in  Spanish  of  "De  Colores"  during  the  opening  of  the  "Val¬ 
ley  Celebration  of  Hispanic  Ministries"  Jan.  8.  The  event  highlight¬ 
ed  the  visit  of  the  United  Methodist  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
College  of  Bishops  to  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  to  observe  possible 
models  for  the  National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministries. 


other  along  the  Rio  Grande  Valley. 

Also  leading  the  event  were  Bish¬ 
op  Joel  Martinez  (Nebraska  Area) 
and  the  Rev.  Jose  Palos,  staff  for 
the  National  Plan  for  Hispanic 
Ministries. 

Alternating  between  Spanish  and 
English,  Bishop  Martinez  was  the 
keynote  speaker  at  a  “Valley  Cele¬ 
bration  of  Hispanic  Ministries” 
that  drew  nearly  500  participants. 

The  visit  also  gave  the  Rio  Gran¬ 
de  conference — the  Spanish-speak¬ 
ing  regional  body  which  runs  along 
the  river  that  separates  Mexico  and 
the  U.S. — and  the  predominantly 
white,  English-speaking  Southwest 
Texas  conference  opportunity  to 
demonstrate  their  progress  in  coop¬ 
erative  ministry. 

That  cooperation  has  developed 
over  the  past  decade  and  a  half  un¬ 
der  the  administration  of  now-re¬ 


tired  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  and 
his  successor,  Bishop  Owen. 

Mission  churches  thriving 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  bish¬ 
ops,  coming  from  the  eight  states 
which  make  up  one  of  the  church’s 
five  major  regional  units  in  the 
U.S.,  visited  a  series  of  thriving 
mission  churches  headed  by  laypeo¬ 
ple  in  the  colonias  ringing  McAllen. 
(Colonias  are  unincorporated  His¬ 
panic  communities,  often  lacking 
utilities,  found  throughout  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley). 

An  indication  of  how  the  churches 
are  thriving  was  seen  at  one  site,  El 
Paraiso.  Led  by  layman  Sylvestre 
Acevedo  in  cooperation  with  the 
Rev.  Eradio  Valverde,  its  member¬ 
ship  includes  all  but  seven  families  in 
the  50-family  neighborhood. 

During  their  closing  session,  the 


bishops  and  other  observers  spoke 
frankly  about  whether  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley  model  of  clergy-laity 
cooperation  in  ministry  can  be  rep¬ 
licated  in  other  Hispanic  contexts. 

Blocked  by  attitudes 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon  (Oklahoma 
Area)  pointed  out  that  one  road¬ 
block  to  more  cooperative  clergy-la¬ 
ity  ministry  has  been  attitude. 

“Sometimes  clergy,  in  collusion 
with  United  Methodist  polity,  have 
left  local  pastors  and  lay  missioners 
with  the  feeling  that  their  ministry  is 
unappreciated  or  unwanted,”  he  said. 

“A  part  of  what  we  as  bishops  can 
do  is  to  create  the  climate  where  lay 
ministries  are  recognized  for  the 
fruits  of  the  kingdom  they  bear.” 

Retired  Bishop  John  Wesley 
Hardt,  bishop-in-residence  at 
Southern  Methodist  University, 


Four  'walls  of  resistance'  cited 
as  targets  for  'winds  of  change' 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

McALLEN,  Texas — God  can 
turn  walls  of  resistance  into  wind¬ 
mills  that  convert  the  late  20th  Cen¬ 
tury’s  “winds  of  change”  into  power 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

That  vividly  symbolic  message 
came  to  the  church’s  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  College  of  Bishops 
from  the  Rev.  Eradio  Valverde,  pas¬ 
tor  of  El  Mesias  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Mission,  Texas. 

Mr.  Valverde  was  part  of  a  panel 
speaking  on  factors  affecting  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  Hispanic  ministries  during 
the  bishops’  recent  visit  to  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley  (see  related  story 
above). 

Others  on  the  panel  included  Ar¬ 
turo  Madrid,  a  college  professor 
who  spoke  on  economics;  Arturo 


Perez,  who  spoke  on  education,  and 
Andy  Hernandez,  a  political  activist 
who  spoke  on  the  electoral  power  of 
the  Hispanic  population. 

Mr.  Valverde,  however,  put  the 
potential  impacts  on  Hispanic  min¬ 
istries  into  a  faith  context. 

“The  changes  that  are  coming  are 
going  to  be  a  blessing  for  the 
church,”  he  said. 

The  pastor,  a  clergy  member  of  the 
Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference,  list¬ 
ed  four  “walls  of  resistance”  that  the 
church,  with  God’s  help,  needs  to 
convert  to  “windmills:” 

v'  The  “stranger  in  the  elevator” 
mentality  of  most  congregations  to¬ 
ward  “those  we  don’t  know,  who 
don’t  look  like  us. 

“Down  here  in  the  Valley  the 
North  American  Free  Trade  Agree¬ 
ment  is  bringing  us  opportunity,” 


added:  “I  see  the  model  that  has 
been  developed  here  [in  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley]  as  a  gift  to  the 
whole  church.  The  day  of  opportu¬ 
nity  is  here;  let’s  use  it.” 


Mr.  Valverde  said.  “We  joke  that 
NAFTA  means  ‘Not  All  Folks  Take 
Advantage.’  We  should  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  our  opportunities.” 

v'  Secularization  that  produces  a 
sense  of  hopelessness,  especially 
among  young  people. 

“Share  Jesus  as  the  hope  for  the 
future,”  Mr.  Valverde  said. 

•f  Inflexibility  that  resists 
change. 

•f  Lay  inactivity. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church 
needs  more  lay  missioners,  more  lay 
volunteers,”  Mr.  Valverde  asserted. 
“The  layperson  will  have  to  take  se¬ 
riously  the  call  of  Christ  to  be  in 
service  to  the  world. 

“Christ  is  depending  on  us  to  be 
the  church  of  the  future  today.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Ethnic  emphasis  is 
in  the  numbers... 


Today... 

the  population  of  the 
United  States  is  about 


260  million^ 

- 


10% 

are 

Hispanics. 


In  2010... 

the  population  of  the 
United  States  will  be  about 


By  201G.  a 
majority  of  the 
projected  U.S. 


15% 

will  be 
Hispanics. 


population  of  301  million  will  be 
of  racial  or  ethnic  heritage  other 
than  white  Euro-American.  These 
figures  are  behind  the  new  United 
Methodist  emphasis  on  Hispanic 
ministries. 

UMR  ILLUSTRATION 
BY  DEBRA  McKNIGHT 
Source:  U.S.  Census  Bureau 
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HARD  WORKERS'  GIFT:  A  husband- 

and-wife  team  described  as  “hard  working” 
left  their  $1.5  million  estate  in  equal  halves  to 
two  United  Methodist-related  institutions  in 
Louisiana — Centenary  College  in  Shreveport 
and  the  Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Rus- 
ton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  "Rudy”  Linco,  active 
United  Methodists,  operated  a  Dairy  Queen  in 
Shreveport. 

MINISTERS'  WEEK:  Ministers’  Week  at 
Southern  Methodist  University  Feb.  7-9  will 
focus  on  nuts  and  bolts  of  contemporary  min¬ 
istry.  Featured  speakers  will  be  the  Rev.  Neill 
Q.  Hamilton,  professor  of  New  Testament  at 
Drew  Theological  School,  Madison,  N.J.;  the 
Rev.  Eugene  Lowry,  professor  of  preaching  at 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  and  the  Rev.  Loren  B.  Mead,  founder 
and  president  of  the  Washington-based  Alban 
Institute. 

'DISMANTLING  RACISM':  The  Rev 

James  Lawson,  pastor  of  Holman  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Los  Angeles,  and  Sharon 
Welch,  director  of  women’s  studies  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Missouri,  Columbia,  will  be  the  fea¬ 
tured  speakers  for  a  teleconference  on  “Doing 
the  Gospel:  Dismantling  Racism,”  Feb.  5. 

The  event  will  include  worship,  addresses,  and 
interactive  response  via  satellite  in  1 2  loca¬ 
tions  in  the  New  England  Annual  Conference. 

DISTRICTS  RENAMED:  The  Eastern 

Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference’s  restructur¬ 
ing  program,  to  be  implemented  in  July,  in¬ 
cludes  renaming  its  seven  remaining  districts. 
Districts  will  be  named  for  historical  figures — 
Jacob  Albright,  Francis  Asbury,  Mary  McLeod 
Bethune,  Georgia  Harkness,  Harry  Hosier, 
Philip  William  Otterbein  and  Anna  Howard 
Shaw — and  reflect  various  heritages  that  have 
contributed  to  the  conference.  Presently  eight 
districts,  including  the  Philadelphia  Northwest 
District  that  is  being  absorbed  into  two  neigh¬ 
boring  districts,  are  named  geographically. 

WITH  APPRECIATION:  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  the  New  England  Annual  Conference 
scheduled  a  farewell  party  on  Jan.  16  in  honor 
of  Sandra  Kelly  Lackore.  Ms.  Lackore  served  as 
treasurer  and  director  of  administration  for  the 
former  Southern  New  England  conference  for 
10  years.  She  will  move  to  Mesa,  Ariz.,  to  join 
her  husband,  the  Rev.  Cecil  Lackore,  a  pastor 
there. 

DIRECTOR  DIES:  G.  Alan  Dunlap,  68,  a 

banker  who  served  as  a  director  of  numerous 
United  Methodist  agencies  and  institutions, 
died  of  cancer  Jan.  9  at  his  home  in  Milford, 
Neb.  A  governing  member  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  since  1989,  Mr.  Dunlap  had 
also  served  on  two  other  churchwide  agencies, 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  and  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

YOUTH  '95:  Plans  are  underway  for  an 
international  gathering  of  United  Methodist 
youth  in  the  summer  of  1995.  The  executive 
committee  of  the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship — the  sponsoring  agency — has  given  final 
approval  for  the  youth  gathering.  Although 
plans  are  in  initial  stages,  a  Youth  ’95  design 
team  will  meet  in  February  to  determine  the 
date,  location,  and  program.  Focus  of  the 
event  will  be  youth  leadership  development. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Dancing  side  by  side  on  Holy  Ground 

Congregation  celebrates  additional  church  site  it  gained  amid  dreams  and  fears 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BV  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

HOUSTON — Hats  in  hand,  two  members  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Houston,  join  in  singing  as  part  of  first  anniver¬ 
sary  festivities  for  the  new  First  Church  West  congregation  (see 
accompanying  story). 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON — “If  you  wanna 
play  in  Texas,  ya  gotta  have  a  fid¬ 
dle  in  the  band,”  the  popular 
Country  song  goes. 

And  so  they  did.  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston 
had  the  fiddles  and  the  band. 

And  on  a  windswept  country 
field  on  land  the  church  owns 
some  40  miles  northwest  of  down¬ 
town  Houston,  the  chic  and  the 
homeless  danced  side  by  side,  and 
old  men  in  western  hats  wept  as 
they  sang  “The  Old  Rugged 
Cross.” 

With  a  chili  cookoff,  bonfire 
and  hayride,  the  congregation — 
the  denomination’s  largest  with 
some  14,000  members — was 
closing  a  day  of  celebrating  the 
first  anniversary  of  holding  ser¬ 
vices  on  its  First  Church  West 
site  23  miles  back  toward  town. 

The  site  consists  of  27  acres  at 
a  major  highway  “loop”  intersec¬ 
tion  1 7  miles  west  of  the  venera¬ 
ble  downtown  First  Church. 

Anniversary  Sunday  began 
with  balloons  and  birthday  cake 
and  two  worship  services  at  Paul 
Revere  Middle  School  where  the 
new  congregation  of  some  300  to 
500  people  is  temporarily 
worshipping. 

The  school  is  less  than  two 
miles  from  the  West  site. 

Everything  is  trucked  in 

Long  before  sunrise,  volun¬ 
teers  unloaded  trucks  full  of 
items  necessary  to  turn  a  school 
into  a  church. 

Everything  is  brought  in — 
cribs,  easels,  flowers,  keyboard, 
Sunday  school  supplies,  pro¬ 


grams,  and  so  on.  At  the  end  of 
the  day,  it’s  all  trucked  out  again 
and  stored  in  rented  space. 

“We  pitch  our  tent  and  we 
pick  it  up  every  Sunday,”  said 
administrative  board  chair  Mary 
Daffin,  a  Houston  attorney. 

“You  don’t  have  to  be  in  the 
temple  to  worship  God.  Wherev¬ 
er  God  is  is  holy  ground,”  she 
said,  echoing  the  new  West  site 
theme  song,  “Holy  ground,  we’re 
standing  on  holy  ground.” 

Ms.  Daffin  is  one  of  several 
leaders  in  essence  transferring 
their  time  and  energies  from  the 
downtown  site  to  help  First 
Church  West  get  started. 

Had  a  price 

The  change  from  the  sole  down¬ 
town  location  to  dual  locations  for 
one  congregation,  successful  as 
measured  by  continuing  growth 
particularly  at  the  new  site,  has 
not  come  without  a  price,  howev¬ 
er,  several  members  said. 

Members  who  came  west  have 
a  “pioneering  spirit”  but  “we  all 
left  the  security  of  our  spiritual 
home  and  we  left  the  small 
groups  and  Sunday  School  class¬ 
es  that  were  hard  to  leave,”  sev¬ 
eral  leaders  agreed. 

In  addition,  some  First  Church 
members  were  distressed  at  the 
idea  of  a  second  site.  They  were 
experiencing  a  “sense  of  aban¬ 
donment,”  one  longtime  member 
said. 

Still,  it  was  necessary,  said 
board  of  trustees  chair  Steve 
Pouns.  Houston  has  grown  to  en¬ 
compass  2,500  square  miles,  he 
said,  and  First  Church  has  mem¬ 
bers  in  every  ZIP  code. 

“Our  dream  was  to  expand 
downtown,”  said  Louis  Spaw,  a 


"Our  dream  was  to 
expand  downtown.  But 
downtown  kept  drying 
up  on  us." 

— Louis  Spaw 


member  of  First  Church  for 
some  50  years. 

“But  downtown  kept  drying  up 
on  us.  For  instance,  it  was  diffi¬ 
cult  for  the  mothers  to  get  the 
children  to  the  church  for  after¬ 
school  activities. 

“We  had  to  get  closer  to  the 
families,  closer  to  children  and 
youths,”  he  said. 

At  first  a  wholesale  move  of 
the  entire  church  was  considered, 
but  that  idea  met  with  an  outcry 
from  within  the  congregation 
and  without,  said  the  Rev. 
William  Hinson,  the  church’s  se¬ 
nior  minister. 

Criticism  from  outside  the 
congregation  included  some 
from  other  United  Methodist 
congregations  near  the  West  site. 

Another  argument  for  not 
moving,  Dr.  Hinson  said,  was 
that  the  downtown  church  still 
had  vital  ministries  to  perform 
for  members  who  would  never 
consider  any  other  church  home 
and  for  the  urban  poor  on  the 
downtown  church’s  doorstep. 

Leaders  of  the  First  Church 
West  congregation  envision  a 
multi-million  dollar  complex  of 
some  350,000  square  feet.  They 
plan  a  5,000-seat  sanctuary,  Bi¬ 
ble  teaching  theatre  with  the  lat¬ 
est  technology,  an  activities 
center  with  gymnasium,  swim¬ 
ming  pool  and  workout  facilities, 
crafts  and  senior  adult  activities. 


HOUSTON — What's  an  outdoor  church  celebration,  'way  out  in  the  country,  without  a  hay- 
ride?  The  ride,  chili  cookoff,  fiddle-band  music  and  dancing  were  all  part  of  first  anniversary 
celebrations  for  First  United  Methodist  Church  West,  Houston  (see  accompanying  story). 


Church  is  'multiplying, 
not  dividing /  says  cleric 


HOUSTON— "We’re  not  di¬ 
viding,  we’re  multiplying,”  says 
the  Rev.  David  Capehart,  an  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston. 

“There’s  a  big  difference!” 

Dr.  Capehart  made  it  clear 
that  the  West  site  of  the  nation’s 
largest  United  Methodist  church 
is  not  a  second  church  but  part  of 
an  extended  family. 

“We  have  one  membership, 
one  administrative  board,  one 
budget  ($3.7  million),  one  staff 
and  one  set  of  committees  oper¬ 
ating  at  two  sites,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  William  Hinson,  se¬ 
nior  pastor,  preaches  at  both 
sites  each  Sunday — at  First 
Church  West  at  the  early  service 
and  later  at  the  Church  Downtown. 

The  Rev.  Tim  Bruster  is  the 
pastor  assigned  to  coordinate  ac¬ 
tivities  at  the  new  site. 

When  people  join  the  church 


at  either  site,  Dr.  Capehart  said, 
they  are  simply  members  of  First 
Church  and  may  attend  where 
they  wish. 

The  Vivian  L.  Smith  Founda¬ 
tion,  established  by  longtime 
First  Church  members,  the  late 
Bob  and  Vivian  Smith,  granted 
$5  million  to  help  finance  the 
new  location. 

However,  said  Dr.  Capehart, 
after  only  one  year  the  West  site 
is  rapidly  moving  toward  finan¬ 
cial  self-sufficiency. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si. 35  per  word.  Figure  or  initial  per  in* 

.  sertion,  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  $10.80  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad¬ 
vance. 

WANT  TO  BUY:  MAMMOUTH  AMOUNTS 
of  old  religious  books.  Write  or  call  with  de¬ 
scription,  number  and  price.  Kimball  Pease, 
309  Beauregard,  Rotan,  lX  79546.  (915)  735- 
3115. 

CROSSTIES  PUBLISHING  SEEKS  creative 
resources  for  effective  use  in  the  local  church  to 

'  YOUTH  MINISTER/C.E.  DIRECTOR  needed. 

J  300-member  church.  Fantastic  youth  pro¬ 
gram.  Degree  and  experience  preferred.  Posi¬ 
tion  available  January  1 .  Negotiable  salary/job 
description.  Send  resume:  Dr.  Tommy  Dunbar, 

.  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  849,  Marshall,  TX  75670. 
(903)  938-6622. 

publish.  Extend  your  ministry  through  Cros¬ 
sties  Publishing,  P.O.  Box  862121,  Marietta, 
GA  30062.  j 

WANT  TO  BUY:  ANY  ISSUES  OF  THE  old 
“Christian  Advocate”  magazine.  James  Harris, 
1502  W.  Locust,  Durant,  OK  74701-3442. 
(405)924-3925. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Seek¬ 

ing  full-time  Director  of  Youth  for  ongoing 
youth  program  in  church  of  2200  members. 
Contact:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Drawer  628,  Lake  Jackson,  TX  77566.  (409) 
297-3046. 

ATTENTION  PASTORS:  $16,000  or  more 
could  be  donated  to  your  church  if  you  sell  400 
Christian  publications  in  one  month!  Welstar 
Publications:  (212)  928-7528. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac- 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES. 

Full-time  position  in  a  growing  church  of  2100 
members.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate 
with  education  and  experience.  Seeking  la y 
member  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  or  di- 
aconal  minister.  Send  resume  and/or  request 
for  job  description  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  4669,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37831- 
4669.  Attention:  Kenneth  H.  Henderlight. 
Deadline:  March  1,  1994. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym¬ 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  ship¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/Organist 
position,  Trinity-First  United  Methodist 
Church,  810  North  Oregon,  El  Paso,  Texas 
79902,  (915)  533-2674.  1500-member  congre¬ 
gation.  Requires  formal  organ/choral  training, 
advanced  degree  in  organ  performance,  choral 
conducting.  Graded  choral  and  handbell  pro¬ 
gram.  35  rank,  3  manual,  Moller.  Salary  and 
benefits  commensurate  with  experience.  Re¬ 
sume/references  to:  Rev.  Charles  Crutchfield  at 
above  address. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  Specialist. 

Buses,  vans,!  Also  church  van  rentals.  Distribu¬ 
tor  for  Goshen  buses.  15-33  passenger  vans 
with  center  aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call 
Trinity  Transportation,  (800)  330-3622. 

PART-TIME  (20  HOURS)  DIRECTOR  OF 

Children’s  Ministry  position  open.  3400-mem- 
ber  multi-staff  in  DFW  metro.  Background  with 
children  plus  organizational  skills  required. 
Send  resume  to:  FUMC  530  Elm,  Hurst,  TX 
76053  or  FAX  (817)  282-5867. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  700- 

member  church.  Salary  dependent  on  experi¬ 
ence.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Vernon, 
Texas.  Send  resume  to:  Derrell  Patterson,  Box 
1602,  Vernon,  TX  76385,  or  call  (817)  552- 
6281. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC:  1000-MEMBER  cpn- 

gregation  in  East  Texas.  All  age  level  choirs, 
handbells,  orf.  Salary  negotiated  according  to 
experience.  Send  resumes  to:  Rev.  Matt  Idom, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  416  S.  Bonner, 
Jacksonville,  TX  75766. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week, 
$625  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627- 
9507. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  ASSOCIATE  Man¬ 

ager.  Year  round  Associate  Manager  position 
available  with  Outdoor  and  Retreat  Ministries, 
Northern  Illinois  Conference  UMC.  Position 
focus:  site  management,  guest  hosting,  hospital¬ 
ity,  site  promotion  and  25%  maintenance.  Sala¬ 
ry  $18,000,  medical  (full  single,  %  family), 
travel,  continuing  education,  and  house.  Con¬ 
tact:  Bruce  Nelson,  Executive  Director,  200 
Siam  Street.  Williams  Bay,  WI  53191,  1-800- 
NIC-CAMP.  j 

CONFIRMATION  TIMES  involves  youth  in 
discovering  the  meaning  of  personal  faith  and 
church  membership.  Make  Confirmation  a  life- 

view  Set  is  $16  prepaid.  Crossties  Publishing, 
P.O.  Box  862121,  Marietta,  GA  30062  or  (404) 
561-3451. 

LUFKIN,  TEXAS,  6740  i  t  sq.  foot  church 

with  3  acres,  great  acoustic.  East  Texas  Land 
Exchange (Lynn) (409) 639-1987. 

Evangelism  speaker  puts  Great 
Commission  back  in  laps  of  laity 


"/  think  it  would  be  a  drag  to  be  a  Sunday-only 
church  member.  The  big  thrill  comes  when  we  take 
risks  [to  lead  others  into  a  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ]." 

— Jean  Henderson 


By  STEPHEN  L  SWECKER 

MYRTLE  BEACH,  S.C.— Many 
lay  people  “are  guilty  of  being  con¬ 
sumers  of  ministry”  rather  than  ac¬ 
tive  participants  in  ministry. 

So  said  Jean  Henderson,  a  United 
Methodist  lay  person,  at  the  Jan.  3- 
6  Congress  on  Evangelism. 

Ms.  Henderson  of  Cleveland, 
Tenn.,  made  her  observation  during 
a  workshop  she  led  on  methods  for 
practicing  evangelism. 

“The  Great  Commission  was  giv¬ 
en  to  lay  people,”  Ms.  Henderson 
reminded  her  audience. 

“We  need  to  encourage  pastors  to 
see  equipping  the  laity  as  ‘preaching 
the  word.’  Until  laity  become  in¬ 
volved  in  evangelism,  not  much  is 
going  to  happen.” 

To  support  her  point  about  lay 
people  being  evangelists,  Ms.  Hen¬ 
derson  pointed  to  Paragraphs  211- 
215  in  the  1992  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Discipline.  This  section  of 
the  denomination’s  book  of  laws 
and  teachings  outlines  the  meaning 
of  church  membership. 

Ms.  Henderson  emphasized 
words  that  introduce  Paragraph 
215:  “All  members  are  to  be  held 
accountable  for  their  faithfulness 

“I  think  it  would  be  a  drag  to  be  a 
Sunday-only  church  member,”  Ms. 


Henderson  said.  “The  big  thrill 
comes  when  we  take  risks”  to  lead 
others  into  a  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ. 

More  than  1,000  lay  and  or¬ 
dained  members  from  across  the 
church  were  present  at  the  spirited 
gathering  to  hear  Ms.  Henderson 
and  1  7  other  workshop  leaders 
speak. 

Their  topics  included  starting 
new  churches,  membership  visita¬ 
tion,  helping  youths  tell  their  faith, 
dynamic  worship  and  “Jesus  as 
transformational  leader.” 

A  centerpiece  of  the  gathering 
was  a  three-part  series  of  lectures  by 
retired  Bishop  Earl  Hunt  named  in 
honor  of  the  late  Harry  Denman,  a 
Methodist  lay  evangelist  (see  UMR, 
Jan.  14).  Bishop  Hunt  addressed 
the  theme,  “Evangelism  for  a  New 
Century.” 

“No  one  anywhere,  anytime  is 
getting  along  very  well  without  Je¬ 
sus  Christ,”  Bishop  Hunt  declared, 


offering  a  succinct  rationale  for  all 
Christians  to  engage  in  evangelism. 

In  his  concluding  lecture,  Bishop 
Hunt  said  that  “Christian  evange¬ 
lism  can  have  a  resurgence  [if  Chris¬ 
tians]  are  willing  to  pay  the  price.” 

As  part  of  the  price,  he  said, 
United  Methodism  in  particular 
“needs  to  experience  deep  and 
sweeping  changes”  if  it  is  to  be  ef¬ 
fectively  engaged  in  bringing  people 
to  Christ. 

Among  those  changes,  he  said, 
are  the  recovery  of  a  belief  in  the 
supernatural  and  eternal  life,  a  con¬ 
viction  that  the  Bible  is  authorita¬ 
tive  and  the  linking  of  evangelism 
and  social  awareness. 

The  Congress  on  Evangelism  is  a 
biennial  event  sponsored  by  the 
Council  for  Evangelism,  an  affiliate 
of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Mr.  Swecker  is  a  former  staff  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Reporter. 


Bishops 
plan  talks 
on  ministry 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Bishops  across 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
will  call  together  small,  represen¬ 
tative  groups  of  clergy  and  lay¬ 
persons  in  early  1994  to  talk 
about  issues  related  to  ministry. 

Proposed  questions  for  the 
discussion  groups  were  devel¬ 
oped  recently  by  the  12  bishops 
leading  the  study  of  ministry 
being  conducted  by  the  entire 
Council  of  Bishops. 

Input  from  the  area  response 
groups  will  be  presented  to  all 
bishops  when  they  meet  April 
30-May  6  in  Rochester,  N.Y. 

There  they  will  consider  the 
second  draft  of  a  foundation 
document  being  written  for 
them  by  the  Rev.  Robin  Lovin, 
dean  of  Drew  University  Theo¬ 
logical  School  in  Madison,  N.J. 

The  bishops  have  defined 
their  challenge  as  helping  the 
church  order  “a  faithful  minis¬ 
try  for  a  global  church  in  a 
changing  world.” 

The  denomination  and  its 
predecessor  bodies  have  sought 
to  redefine  and  restructure  min- 
istry  since  1944. _ 
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Singing  and  liturgical  dancing  were  part  of  beginning  ceremonies  at 
the  VISION  2000  training  sessions  on  Serving,  Nurturing,  Inviting 
and  Celebrating. 


Local  church  leaders  'get  pumped  up' 
at  VISION  2000  training  in  two  cities 


aise 

in  Apportionments! 


Across  the  Louisiana  Conference,  with  holidays 
and  holy  events  behind  us,  frenzied  activity  has 
turned  to  apportionments. 


A  pastor  came  into  the  Conference  office  on  January  4  with  his 
church's  final  apportionment  payment  and  said,  “First  time  in  recent 
history  we  have  paid  in  full  —  100  per  cent.”  Other  pastors  and  con¬ 
gregations  work sd  until  the  final  day,  hand  carrying  their  checks  to  the 
office.  One  of  our  largest  churches  decided  to  pay  in  full  even  if  it 
meant  taking  the  final  portion  from  “undesignated  reserve.”  As  a  rep¬ 
resentative  of  that  congregation  said,  “This  is  as  important  as  anything 
else  our  church  can  do  with  its  money.”  This  story  can  be  multiplied 
many  times. 


It  is  a  joy  to  watch  churches  celebrate  their  con¬ 
nectedness  by  cheerfully  “paying  in  full.”  There 
are  truly  heroic  stories  in  many  of  our  congrega¬ 
tions. 


Bishop  William  Oden 


It  is  sad  to  see  apportionments  in  some  churches  treated  this  way: 
“We  send  in  what  is  left  over  after  everything  else  is  paid.”  That  is 
poor  stewardship  for  giving  to  the  local  church  and  to  our  connectional 
mission.  It  erodes  the  very  essence  of  Methodism. 

If  we  cannot  recover  the  joy  and  missional  unity  of  our  connectional 
giving,  our  denomination  will  continue  to  lose  its  vitality. 

As  I  listen  to  laity  and  pastors  across  Methodism,  I  do  not  sense  a 
withholding  of  apportionments  to  make  a  point  or  send  a  message. 
There  is  only  a  lowering  of  priorities  —  local  church  needs  come  first. 
The  truth  is  that  spreading  the  gospel  should  take  priority  over  the  gas 
bill. 

I  am  aware  that  churches  often  “hold”  their  apportionments  to  see 
how  the  year  will  end.  That  is  very  hurtful  to  many  of  our  institutions 
and  causes  that  depend  on  monthly  checks  from  the  Conference. 

Each  local  church  is  urged  to  take  seriously  a  procedural  suggestion: 
Send  apportionments  in  10  monthly  payments,  beginning  in  January. 
Then  skip  a  summer  month  and  December.  You  will  be  surprised  how 
much  more  the  congregation  will  celebrate  a  holiday  season  of  joy  and 
mutual  sharing  of  the  birth  event.  They  will  not  tie  Christmas  to  appor¬ 
tionments. 


Representatives  from  the  Celebrating  congregations  participated  in 
vital  worship  services  they  could  duplicate  in  their  home  churches. 
Picturgdjd?ovf'  are  Rev.  Ted  Standley  and  Laura  Augustine. 


We  have  so  much  to  be  thankful  for  as  a  church  family.  We  are  grow¬ 
ing  in  our  sense  of  unity  and  connectedness.  Let  1994  be  a  year  of  even 
deeper  growth  and  missional  witness. 


Around  the  Conference 


An  Advent 
Peace  Study  was 
conducted  dur¬ 
ing  the  weeks  be¬ 
fore  Christmas  at 
First  UMC, 
Hammond,  where  the  pastor  is  Rev. 
Charles  Humphreys.  Among  the  de¬ 
cisions  made  were  the  following: 
support  work  of  the  Crisis  Pregnan¬ 
cy  Center  and  Restoration  House, 
join  with  a  “sister”  black  church  to 
share  covered-dish  suppers,  ‘swap’ 
choirs  and  work  together  on  com¬ 
munity  projects  such  as  substan¬ 
dard  housing.  They  also  plan  to 
support  parents’  participation  in 
their  children’s  education  by  help¬ 
ing  with  transportation  and  child 
care. 

... 

During  Ministers’  Week  at  SMU 
there  will  be  a  special  time  to  honor 
Dr.  Albert  Outler,  the  distinguished 
theologian  and  teacher.  On  the  20th 
anniversary  of  his  retirement  from 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  ex-stu- 
dents  and  other  friends  of  Outler 
will  meet.  They  will  talk  about 
“what  Outler  meant  to  them  and 
share  stories,"  Dr.  Bob  Parrott,  gen¬ 
eral  editor.  The  Albert  Outler  Li¬ 
brary,  reports.  The  meeting  will  be 
from  2  to  4  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  Feb. 
8,  at  Parkins  (the  designated  room 
number  will  be  posted  at  McFarlin 
Auditorium). 

... 

A  Sermon  Response  Group  at  St. 
Luke’s  UMC,  Shreveport  meets  pe¬ 
riodically  during  the  year  but  when 
they  do,  they  gather  four  times  in  a 
month.  They  give  feedback  to  the 
pastor,  Rev.  A.  Wayne  Evans  about 
the  previous  week’s  sermon.  The 
group  also  explores  the  meaning  of 
the  Scripture  for  the  upcoming 
week.  The  group  will  meet  again  in 
the  spring. 


... 

Aldersgate  UMC,  Slidell,  where 
Rev.  Cliff  Wright  Jr.  is  pastor  is  en¬ 


gaged  in  a  two-month  Care  Team 
Training  workshop  with  such  titles 
as  “Hospital  Environments,  There’s 
No  Place  Like  Home,”  “Care  to  the 
Care  Giver”  and  “What  Do  I  Do 
With  Mom  and  Dad?” 

New  York  minister 
to  lead  workshop 
about  small  groups 

Rev.  Lynn  Westfield,  pastor  of 
the  well-known  Riverside  Church, 
New  York  City,  will  lead  a  work¬ 
shop  on  small  group  leadership  at 
Bethany  UMC,  4533  Mendez,  New 
Orleans,  where  the  pastor  is  Rev. 
Kenneth  M.  Fisher. 

Members  of  other  congregations 
are  invited  to  participate.  The  event 
will  be  held  Saturday,  Feb.  26,  be¬ 
ginning  with  registration  at  8:45 
a.m.  and  continuing  until  3  p.m. 

The  program  will  emphasize  skill- 
development  in  organizing  and 
leading  Sunday  school  classes,  Va¬ 
cation  Bible  School  events,  youth 
programs  and  mid-week  classes  for 
personal  and  spiritual  development. 

Westfield  has  been  a  leader  in  the 
development  of  small  groups  in 
churches  in  New  York  and  has  been 
instrumental  in  revitalizing  inner- 
city  ministries.  Participants  will  be 
taught  techniques  of  using  the  small 
group  process  to  extend  the  out¬ 
reach  and  service  of  the  local 
church. 

Discussion  leaders,  in  addition  to 
Westfield,  will  be  Betsy  White  of 
Munholland  UMC;  Carol  Starke  of 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC;  Linda  Berg 
of  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  and  Dolores 
Giles  ofMt.  Zion  UMC. 

Dr.  Anita  Crump  is  in  charge  of 
arrangements. 

Persons  desiring  additional  infor¬ 
mation  may  call  Bethany  UMC, 
504-282-7238. 


The  session  in  the  Cajun  Dome, 
Lafayette,  attracted  over  1,200 
participants  from  the  southern 
part  of  the  states. 

In  Memoriam 

Rev.  Talmadge  E.  McElroy,  89. 
of  Morgan  City,  retired  minister 
who  joined  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  in  1932,  died  Jan.  8.  He  served 
a  number  of  churches  and  was  su¬ 
perintendent  of  three  districts  in  the 
Central  Jurisdiction. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Eloise; 
a  daughter,  Mattie  Louise  Brown  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  six  grandchil¬ 
dren. 

Visitation  was  at  Walmsley 
UMC,  Morgan  City,  and  funeral 
services  were  held  in  Brooks  UMC, 
New  Orleans,  on  Jan.  14. 

*  *  ♦ 

Funeral  services  for  the  Rev.  Jay 
V.  Daigle  Sr.,  67,  were  held  Dec.  1 1 
in  Faithful  UMC,  St.  Amant,  and 
he  was  buried  in  the  church  ceme¬ 
tery.  He  had  been  minister  of  the 
Faithful  and  New  River  UM 
Charge  since  1980. 

Daigle,  a  native  of  New  Orleans, 
died  Dec.  9  in  Baton  Rouge. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Muriel 
Faciane  Daigle;  two  daughters, 
Cherie  Edmonston  of  Prairieville 
and  Janice  Beck  of  Gonzales;  two 
sons,  Jay  V.  Daigle  Jr.  of  Kenne¬ 
wick,  Wash.,  and  Darren  Daigle  of 
Baton  Rouge;  a  sister,  brother  and 
10  grandchildren. 


Materials  were  available  to  help 
VISION  2000  committees  do 
their  jobs  of  leading  churches  in 
new  areas. 


Posters  illustrated  ways  to  make 
Sunday  school  and  other  nurtur¬ 
ing  activities  more  interesting. 
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Women  will  lead  services 
to  observe  UMW  Sunday 


Continuing  with  the  theme,  “Car¬ 
rying  Out  God’s  Promises:  Count 
Me  In,”  the  United  Methodist 
Women  around  the  state  will  be  in 
charge  of  worship  services  as  UMW 
Sunday  is  observed.  Some  churches 
celebrated  the  special  day  on  Sun¬ 
day,  Jan.  23,  while  others  will  have 
designated  Sundays  appropriate  to 
their  local  church  schedules.  The 
work  of  the  UMW  is  highlighted 
and  women  of  the  congregation 
who  are  not  affiliated  with  the  orga¬ 
nization  invited  to  join. 

Pat  Cobb  of 
New  Orleans, 

Conference 
UMW  president, 
spoke  at  the 
morning  worship 
service  on  Jan. 

23  in  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memo¬ 
rial  UMC,  Boga- 
lusa.  “Count  Me 
In”  was  her 
theme. 

Sharon  Mullings  presided  and 
other  UMW  members  assisted  in 
the  service  as  ushers,  acolytes, 
greeters  and  choir  members,  Imo- 
gene  Barrios,  local  UMW  president, 
reports. 

In  Monroe 

In  Monroe  District,  Marie 
Young,  a  former  district  president, 
will  address  Memorial  UMC  in  Bas¬ 
trop  on  Sunday,  Jan.  30,  at  the  1 1 
a.m.  service. 

Mabel  Eppinette,  district  officer, 
said  Memorial  will  carry  out  the 
UMW  theme  in  hymns  including 
“Standing  on  the  Promises,”  “Spirit 
Song”  and  “O  Jesus  I  Have  Prom¬ 
ised.” 

Life  membership  pins  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  and  the  Second  Mile  Award 
will  be  given  to  a  member. 

“Women  will  usher  and  do  every¬ 
thing  that  morning,"  Eppinette 
said.  “The  preacher  has-  the  day  off 
or  he  might  join  us  in  the  choir. 


Since  people  are  broke  after  the 
holidays,  we  plan  a  'poor  man’s’ 
(and  woman’s)  lunch  for  everybody 
in  the  congregation  after  the  ser¬ 
vice.  We’ll  serve  vegetable  soup, 
combread  and  cake.” 

In  Mandeville 

Alice  Story,  former  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District  UMW  presi¬ 
dent,  spoke  at  St.  Timothy-on- 
the-North  Shore  UMC,  Mandeville, 
at  the  two  morning  worship  services 
on  Jan.  23. 

She  also  will  be  the  speaker  at 
three  morning  worship  services  in 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  on 
Jan.  30,  for  the  observance.  An  ac¬ 
tive  member  of  Broadmoor  and  its 
UMW,  Story  heads  the  Administra¬ 
tive  Board. 

Women  of  the  UMW  will  serve  as 
liturgists,  ushers  and  other  leaders 
of  worship  for  the  services. 

In  Lake  Charles 

When  Warren  UMC,  Lake 
Charles,  observed  UMW  Sunday 
Jan.  23  at  the  1 1  a.m.  service,  Dr. 
Anita  Crump  of  New  Orleans,  was 
the  speaker,  Rev.  Macky  Giles,  pas¬ 
tor,  and  Lenora  Johnson  report. 

An  active  member  of  Bethany 
UMC  in  New  Orleans  and  the 
UMW  of  the  church,  Crump  is  a 
certified  lay  speaker.  She  also  is  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  Conference  and  district 
and  was  a  delegate  to  the  1992  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  and  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdictional  Conference. 

Kathleen  Conrad,  Conference 
UMW  secretary  of  public  relations, 
spoke  in  Calvary  UMC,  Thibodaux, 
on  Jan.  23.  She  also  will  be  guest 
speaker  at  Northwood  UMC,  La¬ 
fayette,  for  the  congregation’s  ob¬ 
servance  of  UMW  Sunday  on  Jan. 
30.  Conrad  selected  the  Conference 
theme  as  the  title  of  her  talks. 

Similar  services,  led  by  UMW 
members,  are  being  held  in 
churches  in  all  nine  districts  of  the 
Conference. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  lames  |.  Caraway  spent  the  Christmas  holidays  on  a 
southern  Caribbean  cruise  which  included  stops  in  South  America. 
Pictured  above  are  Caraway,  RIGHT,  Louisiana  Conference  clergy, 
and  Rev.  Dennis  W.  Cleary  of  Houston,  Catholic  priest,  as  they  offi¬ 
ciated  at  a  joint  Christmas  Eve  Midnight  Mass  and  Holy  Communion 
service  on  the  ship.  Over  200  passengers  attended  the  ecumenical 
service.  Cleary  spoke  some  of  the  ritual  in  Spanish. 


February  Conference  Calendar 

4-6  CCYM  Senior  High  Retreat,  9th-12th  Grade,  Tall  Timbers 
5  Clergy  Housing  Committee  Meeting,  First  UMC,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  10  a.m. 

5  Shreveport  District  Lay  Speaking  School  for  Certification, 
Basic  and  Advanced  Courses,  Centenary  College 
5  Baton  Rouge  District  Confirmation  Training,  Wesley 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

7-9  Ministers’  Week,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU 
10-13  Cursillo  No.  38,  Tall  Timbers 

17  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Budget  Review  Com¬ 
mittee,  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

17- 19  Cabinet  Retreat/Total  Quality  Management  Seminar, 

Natchez,  Miss. 

18- 19  Conference-wide  Sexuality  Certification  Workshop,  Caney 

Lake  Camp,  Minden  (noon  on  18th  to  4  p.m.  on  19th) 
18-20  Confirmation  Lab,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  6:30 
p.m. 

18- 20  National  Association  of  Annual  Conference  Lay  Leaders, 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

19- 20  Lab  School,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  8:30  a.m. 

21-25  “Stewardship  University”  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 

25-27  “Celebrating  Marriage”  Retreat,  TraveLodge,  Alexandria 
(7  p.m.  on  25th  to  1  p.m.  on  27th) 

26  Lay  Speaking  School  for  Alexandria  District,  First  UMC, 
Alexandria,  8:30  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

27  Conference  Center  Sunday 
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Editorials 


The  recent  eruption 
over  Sophia — whose 
name  and  imagery 
were  invoiced  during 
an  ecumenically  backed  theological 
conference  in  Minneapolis — carries 
significant  implications. 

Indeed,  the  event  itself  is  a  “straw” 
in  a  mounting  theological  hurricane 
that  blows  toward  Christians  hazards 
we  should  avoid  and  opportunities 
from  which  we  may  benefit. 

The  hazards:  Sophia’s  apologists 
may  contend  that  she’s  a  new  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  Christian  faith. 
In  reality,  she’s  a  centuries-old  idol 
with  a  fresh  coat  of  paint  (see  relat¬ 
ed  interpretive  analysis  at  right). 

The  greatest  danger  to  Christian¬ 
ity  comes  not  from  Sophia’s  femi¬ 
nine  imagery  but  from  the  teaching 
that  salvation  comes  through  super- 
naturally  imparted  knowledge  rath¬ 
er  than  through  God’s  action  in  the 
incarnation  of  Jesus  Christ. 

This  reality  makes  the  use  of  Sophia 
liturgies — which  in  effect  displaced 
Christ — during  the  recent  Minneapolis 
conference  all  the  more  insidious. 

Under  the  cloak  of  participating  in 
a  worthy  observance,  namely  the  Ec¬ 
umenical  Decade  of  Churches  in  Sol¬ 
idarity  with  Women,  conference 
organizers  propagated  this  old  heresy 
in  such  a  way  that  it  may  well  have 
deluded  some  unwary  Christians. 

The  opportunities:  Heresies  such 
as  those  built  around  Sophia  some¬ 
times  can  show  us  where  we’ve 
failed  to  proclaim  and  live  out  the 
Gospel  sufficiently. 

For  instance,  a  primary  appeal  of 
Sophia’s  feminine  imagery  can  be 
traced  to  mainstream  Christianity’s 
failure  to  employ  fully  the  Bible’s 
authentic  feminine  models.  Two 
such  examples  are  Jesus’  parable  of 
God  being  like  the  woman  who 


sweeps  her  house 
looking  for  a  lost 
coin  and  the  story 
of  the  woman  at  the 
well  who  brought 
her  entire  village  to 
Christ. 

Most  of  all,  how¬ 
ever,  the  Sophia 
theology  challenges 
us  to  witness  more 
effectively  to  the 
equality  of  women 
in  church  and  soci¬ 
ety. 

The  attempt  to  reconfigure  the 
Godhead  to  include  a  distinctly  femi¬ 
nine  personage  indicates  more  than  a 
bid  for  ecclesiastical  power.  At  its  core 
the  effort  undeiscores  a  painful  world¬ 
wide  reality: 

Devaluation  and  debasement  of 
women — often  in  the  name  of  God- 
are  so  rampant  that  some  find  the 
only  appropriate  response  to  be  radi- 
,cally  re-imagining  the  ultimate  au¬ 
thority,  the  God  in  whose  name 
these  evils  are  committed. 

Consequently,  we  Christians  must 
bear  some  responsibility  for  the 
growing  appeal  of  Sophia  theology.  If 
we  had  proclaimed  and  demonstrat¬ 
ed  how  Christ  transforms  us  from 
oppressors  and  victims  into  loving 
sisters  and  brothers,  such  a  heresy 
could  have  gained  no  foothold,  let 
alone  a  radicalized  following. 

Ultimately  that  may  be  how  God 
will  use  Sophia  theology  for  good. 
In  our  efforts  to  counter  the  distor¬ 
tions  of  Sophia,  we  will  clarify  for 
ourselves  and  the  world  the  Truth 
that  is  Christ. 


sophfd: 


new  uofsdom  oh 
oldbeHesy? 


What  do  we  make  of  Sophia? 


Who  is  Sophia 
and  what  does  she 
(or  her  supporters) 
want? 

Furthermore, 
why  should  any 
Christian  care? 

These  are  fitting 
questions  to  ask  in 
light  of  recent  vig¬ 
orous  and  compet¬ 
ing  efforts  to: 

1 )  Promote  wor¬ 
ship  of  Sophia  as 
the  long-sup- 
pressed  feminine 
side  of  God,  and 

2)  Denounce 
Sophia  as  an  in¬ 
sidious  departure 
from  Christian 
truth. 

Don't  feel  left 
out  if  you  have 
never  heard  of  So¬ 
phia.  The  fact  is, 
she  simply  hasn’t  been  one  of  us  throughout 
most  of  Christian  history.  It  took  a  chance  dis¬ 
covery  of  ancient  texts  dating  from  the  earliest 
days  of  Christianity  to  bring  Sophia  onto  the 
contemporary  theological  scene. 

These  texts  came  to  light  in  1945  near  Nag 
Hammadi  in  Upper  Egypt.  The  discovery  there 
of  1 3  papyrus  books  containing  writings  of  early 
Christians  known  as  “Gnostics”  revealed  a  vir¬ 
tually  unknown  side  of  the  ancient  church. 
(“Gnostic”  means  knowledge  or  insight.) 

Electrifying  impact 

The  impact  of  the  Nag  Hammadi  findings  on 
church  scholarship  and  liturgical  reform  has  been 
electrifying.  No  part  of  those  findings  has  been 
more  dramatic  than  those  describing  the  leader¬ 
ship  role  of  women  and  the  diverse  images  of 
God  among  early  Christians.  The  latter  included 
the  belief  among  Gnostic  Christians  that  God,  or 
a  major  dimension  of  God,  is  female. 

The  name  given  to  that  female  dimension  was 
Sophia,  which  is  a  Greek  word  meaning  “wis¬ 
dom.” 

Gnosticism  generally  and  worship  of  Sophia 
particularly  were  branded  as  heresies  by  Chris¬ 
tians  who,  by  the  year  200,  emerged  as  the  dom¬ 
inant  segment  of  the  church.  Sophia  wasn’t 
heard  from  again  until  publication  of  findings 
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from  Nag  Hammadi  began  in  the  1970s. 

As  word  spread  among  feminist  church  cir¬ 
cles  about  the  Gnostics’  favorable  attitude  to¬ 
ward  women  and  about  an  early  Christian 
goddess,  efforts  to  pull  Sophia  into  the  20th 
Century  began. 

For  example,  a  controversial  1988  book  titled 
“Wisdom’s  Feast,”  co-authored  by  two  United 
Methodist  ministers,  proposed  the  inclusion  of 
Sophia  in  liturgies  for  worship. 

Not  surprisingly,  the  book  produced  a  fire¬ 
storm  of  criticism. 

Today,  a  similar  firestorm  is  raging  over  the 
prominence  given  to  Sophia  during  the  recent 
ecumenical  “Re-Imagining  Conference”  in 
Minneapolis. 

Suspicion  and  alarm 

Growing  availability  of  information  about 
Gnosticism  and  mounting  interest  in  Gnostic 
texts  have  fueled  suspicion  and  alarm  among 
church  leaders  about  the  conference’s  emphasis 
on  Sophia. 

A  United  Methodist  bishop  recently  denounced 
Sophia  worship  as  “dangerous”  and  needing  to  be 
“eliminated  as  soon  as  possible”  from  consider¬ 
ation  as  acceptable  Christian  practice. 

What’s  a  typical  church  member  and  non-So¬ 
phia  worshiper  to  make  of  all  this? 

First,  interest  in  Sophia  is  not  a  passing  theo¬ 
logical  fad. 

In  Sophia,  female  theologians,  clergy,  and 
feminist  advocates  believe  they  have  found  a 
buried  treasure.  Derived  from  an  ancient  Chris¬ 
tianity  that  predates  orthodoxy-heresy  distinc¬ 
tions,  Sophia  symbolizes  and  validates  women’s 
growing  convictions  about  their  place  in  the 
church. 

Hence,  it  would  be  short-sighted  to  write  off 
Sophia  and  her  supporters  as  a  theological  side¬ 
show.  To  the  contrary,  as  both  an  object  of  wor¬ 
ship  and  a  source  of  reassurance  that  it’s  OK  to 
be  female,  she  provides  a  formidable  ally  for  re¬ 
forming  Christianity’s  traditionally  male-domi¬ 
nated  authority  structure. 


Second,  the  use,  shocking  to  some,  of  sensu¬ 
ous  and  erotic  Sophia  imagery  at  the  Re-Imag¬ 
ining  Conference  is  a  reminder  that  Christians 
have  been  particularly,  even  peculiarly,  re¬ 
pressed  in  their  ability  to  affirm  matters  dealing 
with  the  body  and/or  sex. 

It  is  nearly  inevitable  that  the  repression  of  ele¬ 
ments  so  basic  to  human  life  would  result  in  ef¬ 
forts  to  express  those  elements,  as  happens  in 
some  Sophia  liturgies.  Since  acknowledging  body/ 
sex  is  essential  to  being  truly  human,  raising  eye¬ 
brows  at  the  earthiness  of  Sophia  worship  while 
muttering  “heresy”  won’t  make  it  go  away.  What 
might  counteract  such  expression,  however,  is 
some  serious  discussion  by  Protestant  Christians 
about  what  it  means  to  have  bodies. 

Critics  are  right 

Third,  the  above  notwithstanding,  Sophia,  as 
a  carrier  of  Gnosticism,  is  perceived  by  her  crit¬ 
ics  as  heretical  precisely  because,  in  some  ex¬ 
pressions,  she  displaces  from  the  Godhead  a 
flesh-and-blood  human  being,  Jesus.  In  this  re¬ 
spect,  she  is  consistent  with  much  of  early 
Gnosticism  which  minimized  the  importance  of 
the  actual  historical  Jesus. 

Critics  are  right  on  this  one.  Any  attempt  to 
dilute  or  eliminate  Jesus  from  the  core  of  our 
faith  is,  by  definition,  anti-Christian.  That 
places  the  burden  on  church  groups  that  spon¬ 
sor  events  promoting  Sophia  to  justify  doing  so. 
Christians  in  the  pew  shouldn’t  be  expected  to 
support  anti-Christianity. 

Finally,  it  is  possible,  as  some  observers  have 
suggested,  that  Sophia  worship  is  the  makings 
of  a  new  religion,  one  that  is  not  necessarily 
anti-Christian  but  definitely  nonChristian.  Sup¬ 
porting  this  possibility  is  the  heavy  (but  not  ex¬ 
clusive)  reliance  on  noncanonical  texts  (the  Nag 
Hammadi  papyri)  as  the  authority  for  beliefs 
and  practices  not  warranted  by  the  Bible. 

The  warning  here  should  be  clear: 

Uncritical  appropriation  of  a  heresy  can  re¬ 
sult  not  merely  in  reshaping  faith  but  in  replac¬ 
ing  it,  perhaps  with  something  unexpected  and 
unwanted. 

Hence,  use  of  Sophia  imagery  by  Christians 
who  intend  to  remain  Christian  should  not 
automatically  be  rejected.  However,  it  should 
be  subjected  to  the  same  test  as  any  other  inno¬ 
vative  expression  of  faith:  Does  it  glorify  God 
as  revealed  to  us  in  Jesus  of  Nazareth? 

If  the  answer  is  no,  consider  the  possibility  that 
Sophia  may  be  an  interesting  acquaintance  but  not 
the  type  you’d  want  to  be  caught  with  in  church. 


Confession  of  error  needed 


It’s  unfortunate  that  the  event 
which  ignited  the  latest  controversy 
over  the  Sophia  heresy  (see  related 
editorial  above)  had  apparently  un¬ 
critical  participation  by  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

It  is  likewise  unfortunate  that 
Women’s  Division  representatives 
failed  to  recognize  the  likely  contro¬ 
versy  from  some  of  the  conference’s 
content  immediately,  rather  than 
waiting  until  criticism  emerged. 

Finally,  doubletalk  by  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  staff  (“No,  we  were 
not  a  funder  of  the  conference,  but, 
yes,  we  did  pay  expenses  of  56 
women  to  attend”)  in  response  to 


criticism  only  serves  to  compound 
the  original  error. 

We  encourage  Women’s  Division 
staff  and  directors  to  own  up  pub¬ 
licly  to  what  seems  at  the  very  least 
to  have  been  a  misjudgment  over 
how  people  across  the  church  would 
react  to  the  division’s  participation 
in  the  Minneapolis  event. 

We  also  encourage  the  rest  of  the 
church  to  accept  whatever  state¬ 
ment  of  error  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  may  provide  but  not  to 
attempt  to  punish  this  invaluable 
mission-minded  unit  by  withhold¬ 
ing  support  from  it,  financial  or 
otherwise.  Such  punishment  is  not 
the  way  for  Christians  to  behave 
when  one  of  us  errs. 


I  suspect  letter-writer  was  right  about  heresy,  but . . . 


I  admit  that  there  is  much  that  I 
don’t  understand  about  the  Bible 
and  have  to  leave  open  many  ques¬ 
tions  about  what  the  Bible  teaches.  I 
find  myself  frequently  saying,  “I 
wonder  what  that  means.” 

I,  therefore,  often  take  note  when 
someone  confidently  pontificates 
about  the  Bible  as  did  Kathy  Mitch¬ 
ell  (see  UMR,  Dec.  3)  responding  to 
the  article  about  the  statements 
made  by  Dr.  Rosemary  Ruether: 
“Jews  have  a  saving  relation  to  God 
through  the  Torah,”  and  “their  cov¬ 
enant  with  God  is  sufficient  and 
does  not  need  to  be  perfected  by 
conversion  to  Jesus  as  the  Christ.” 

Ms.  Mitchell’s  passionate  re¬ 
sponse  was  “Hogwash!  This  is  her¬ 
esy  and  would  have  been  deemed  as 
such  by  every  one  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  writers.” 

I  suspect  that  Ms.  Mitchell  is 
right  that  Dr.  Ruether’s  position 
constitutes  heresy.  I’m  not  so  sure 
that  Dr.  Ruether’s  position  would 
be  opposed  by  every  one  of  the  New 
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Testament  writers. 

The  author  of  Matthew’s  Gospel 
wrote  “Then  Jesus  said  to  the 
crowds  and  to  his  disciples,  ‘The 
scribes  and  Pharisees  sit  on  Moses’ 
seat;  therefore,  do  whatever  they 
teach  you  and  follow  if,  but  do  not 
do  as  they  do,  for  they  do  not  prac¬ 
tice  what  they  teach.’  ”  (Matthew 
23:1-3,  NR$V). 

That  sounds  to  me  as  if  Jesus  was 
advocating  a  “relation  to  God  through 
the  Torah.”  Jesus’  condemnation 
seemed  to  be  for  those  who  don’t  fol¬ 
low  the  Torah.  If  that  is  so,  and  if  the 
author  of  Matthew’s  Gospel  was  agree¬ 
ing  with  Jesus,  then  there  is  one  New 
Testament  author  who  might  not  con¬ 
demn  Dr.  Ruether’s  statement. 

Daniel  W.  Wanders 
Helena,  Montana 


Training  or  transport? 

In  rural  America  of  the  late  1 8th 
Century,  Bishop  Francis  Asbury  is 
reputed  to  have  said  that  it  was 
more  important  for  his  itinerant 
preachers  to  get  a  horse  than  to  get 
an  education. 

Is  there  still  a  bit  of  Asbury’s  tac¬ 
tic  alive  in  the  late  20th  Century? 

In  an  attempt  to  fill  the  vast  num¬ 
ber  of  pulpits  in  marginal  United 
Methodist  churches,  it  sometimes 
appears  that  denominational  offi¬ 
cials  feel  that  it  is  more  important 
for  preachers  to  have  an  automobile 
than  to  have  an  education. 

Unlike  those  served  by  the  circuit 
riders,  today’s  congregations  don’t 
consist  of  near-illiterates  struggling 
to  eke  out  an  existence  from  the 
soil.  Rather,  church  members  are 
well  educated,  sophisticated  people 
who  are  kept  abreast  of  social,  polit¬ 
ical  and  religious  matters  by  an  om¬ 
nipresent  mass  media.  Today’s 
preacher  had  better  “know  his  or 
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her  stuff”  well  enough  to  connect 
with  a  well-informed  congregation. 

Could  it  be  that  today’s  United 
Methodism  is  suffering  loss  because 
of  the  same  outlook  which  once 
brought  it  growth:  the  proposition 
that  transportation  to  fill  a  pulpit  is 
more  important  than  the  prepara¬ 
tion  necessary  to  fill  it  well? 

Gordon  W.  Knapp 
Utica,  New  York 

Best  for  whom? 

The  recent  article  on  the  secrecy  of 
the  committee’s  search  for  a  new  site 
for  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
notes  that  one  factor  under  consider¬ 
ation  would  be  the  availability  of 
jobs  for  spouses  on  the  board. 

Since  when  should  such  personal 
consideration  enter  into  a  decision 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“The  heavens  are  telling  the  glory 
of  God;  and  the  firmament  pro¬ 
claims  his  handiwork.” 


for  what  is  best  for  the  board  and  the 
church?  Committee  members,  who¬ 
ever  they  are,  are  self-serving  and  can 
hardly  make  an  objective  decision. 

Personal  consideration  has  long 
ruled  in  the  local  church,  the  annual 
conference,  and  the  general  church, 
but  it’s  often  shrouded  in  secrecy 
and  specious  reasonings. 

Richard  Appel 
Lebanon,  Ohio 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  7S266-0275, 
or  lax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 


What  others 
are  saying 

“What’s  our  mission?  Our  mis¬ 
sion  is  to  disciple  the  world  into  a: 
likeness  of  Christ.  What’s  our  vi¬ 
sion?  That  all  nations  get  discipled? 
And  what’s  the  process?  A  committ¬ 
ment  to  servant  leadership.” 

— The  Rev.  Cordon  C.  Goodgame, 
executive  director  of  the  Southeast¬ 
ern  Jurisdiction  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

*  *  * 

“God  chose  the  supreme  form  of 
communication.  In  a  manner  be¬ 
yond  explanation,  God  came 
among  us  in  our  own  human  form, 
in  Jesus  Christ.  Through  the  life 
and  teachings  of  Jesus,  God  was 
making  plain  the  graceful  relation¬ 
ship  being  offered,  God’s  own  vi¬ 
sion  of  Shalom  in  life.” 

— Bishop  David  J.  Lawson  (Illinois 
Area). 

*  *  * 

“I  have  noticed  that  in  the  United 
States,  parents  seem  to  have  a  diffi¬ 
cult  time  getting  their  children  to  at¬ 
tend  church,  once  they  are  18.  It  is'; 
difficult  for  parents  to  say  to  their 
children,  ‘Why  aren’t  you  going  to. 
church  any  more?’  We  believe  that- 
the  basics  of  building  a  strong  family 
relationship  is  building  your  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  church.” 

— Soledad  V.  Ganaden,  president. 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Society- 
for  Christian  Service  of  the  Philip¬ 
pines. 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Romans  14:8) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  30 

Sunday:  Psalms  111:1-3 
Monday:  Psalms  1 1 1:6-10 
Tuesday:  Deuteronomy  18:15-16 
Wednesday:  Deuteronomy  18:1 7-20 
Thursday:  1  Corinthians  8:1-8 
Friday:  1  Corinthians  8:9-13 
Saturday:  Mark  1 :2 1-28 


Christian 

Education 

For  enhanced  Christian  education  the  Reporter 
makes  Sunday  school  at  all  levels  vibrant  and  con¬ 
temporary.  Faith  Forum  and  national  news  create 
contemporary  issues  classes. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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Missionaries  respond 


by  Linda  Bloom,  United 

The  Norwalk  (Conn.)  Cooperative 
Ministries,  a  group  of  five  ethnically 
diverse  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions,  hosted  a  missionary-commis¬ 
sioning  service  for  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  Oct.  20,  1 993. 

Four  deaconesses  —  an  office  for 
lay  women  —  and  12  National  Divi¬ 
sion  missionaries,  who  serve  across 
the  United  States  in  a  variety  of  rural 
and  urban  ministry  settings,  received 
the  traditional  “laying  on  of  hands” 
and  anchor  cross  necklaces  during  the 
service. 

The  deaconesses,  their  home  annual 
conferences  and  their  assignments  are: 
Shay  Blackwell,  Missouri  East,  to 
Child  Advocacy  Project,  St.  Louis; 
Yvonne  Chase,  Memphis,  to  commu¬ 
nity-relations  facilitator,  Bolivar, 
Tenn.;  Pamela  Poison,  Missouri  West, 
to  Grace  United  Outreach,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.;  and  Joanne  Reich,  North¬ 
ern  New  Jersey,  to  Omega  House, 
Houston. 

The  National  Division  missionaries 
are  Allison  Blount,  New  York,  assign¬ 
ment  to  be  determined;  Lonnie  Cha- 
fin,  Virginia,  to  Frankford  Group 
Ministry,  Philadelphia;  the  Rev.  John 
Conklin  and  Jacqueline  Conklin,  Min- 

What  is  the 
Advance? 

by  Barbara  Dunlap-Berg 

The  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church  is  a  46-year-old  program 
through  which  United  Methodists 
send  money  for  specific  items  and  ser¬ 
vices  needed  around  the  world.  A  key 
feature  of  the  popular,  voluntary  pro¬ 
gram  is  that  100  percent  of  the  dona¬ 
tion  goes  to  the  chosen  project. 
Administrative  expenses  are  paid 
from  other  sources. 

Because  it  involves  giving  beyond 
World  Service  and  other  apportioned 
funds  raised  through  the  local  church, 
the  Advance  often  is  referred  to  as 
“second-mile  giving.” 

Individuals,  local  churches,  organi¬ 
zations,  districts,  conferences  and  oth¬ 
er  groups  may  designate  their 
t  contributions  for  approved  projects 
related  to  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Gifts  also  may  go  toward 
district  and  annual  conference  Ad¬ 
vance  Specials. 

At  the  close  of  most  articles  are  the 
project  name  and  code  number  in 
boldface  type.  Giving  to  the  General 
Advance  is  easy.  Simply  write  a  check 
to  help  the  ministry  of  your  choice. 
Make  your  check  payable  to  your  local 
church  or  to  “Advance  GCFA.”  Be 
sure  to  write  the  Advance  project 
name  and  code  number  in  the  lower- 
left  corner  of  the  check. 
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nesota,  to  Jack’s  Creek-Bowen’s  Creek 
United  Methodist  Charge,  Roark,  Ky.; 
Taleah  Edmonds,  Pacific  Northwest, 
to  Greater  Okanogan  Group  Ministry, 
Omak,  Wash.;  and  Bert  Garner,  North 
Carolina,  to  AIDS  Pastoral  Care  Net¬ 
work,  Chicago. 

Also,  the  Rev.  Eli  Maldonado, 
Northern  New  Jersey,  to  the  Robinson 
School,  Santurce,  Puerto  Rico;  Mari- 
bel  Mojica,  Puerto  Rico,  to  La  Mujer 
Obrera  Program,  El  Paso,  Texas;  Hel¬ 
en  Pinder,  Troy,  to  Henderson  Settle¬ 
ment,  Frakes,  Ky.;  the  Rev.  John 
Pinder,  Troy,  to  Hope  and  Stony  Fork 
Charge,  Red  Bird  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ence,  Frakes,  Ky.;  the  Rev.  Rachel 
Lieder  Simeon,  Yellowstone,  to  Chu- 
giak  (Alaska)  United  Methodist 
Church;  and  the  Rev.  Mark  Haines 
Simeon,  North  Texas,  to  Alaska  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference,  Chugiak,  Alaska. 

In  addition,  a  class  of  World  Divi¬ 
sion  (outside  the  United  States)  mis¬ 
sionary  candidates  recently  concluded 
14  weeks  of  preparation  and  training 
at  the  mission  resource  center. 

Along  with  their  home  conferences 
and  assignments,  they  include:  Dakin 
Cook,  North  Georgia,  promotion  and 
public  relations,  Bolivia;  Margaret 
“Peggy”  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Han- 
num,  New  England,  liaison  ministries, 
Jerusalem,  Israel;  the  Rev.  Carlos 
Otero  and  Esther  Otero,  Florida, 
church  development,  Bulgaria;  Joan 
Pattison,  North  Indiana,  teacher, 
Murewa  Mission,  Zimbabwe;  Scott 
Pattison,  North  Indiana,  teacher,  Nya- 
dire,  Zimbabwe. 

If  you  are  interested  in  missionary 
service,  please  call  the  Mission  Per¬ 
sonnel  Resources  Program  Depart¬ 
ment,  (800)  654-5929;  New  York 
residents  dial  (212)  870-3659.  The  ad¬ 
dress  is  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1470, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Church  and  Community  Workers, 
Code  No.  982147-1. 

Missionaries,  Code  No.  000779-6  H- 
Z. 

National  and  International  Persons 
in  Mission,  Code  No.  007685-2  H-T. 

National  Division  Mission  Workers, 
Basic  Support,  Code  No.  982597-0. 


>\ 


Zigbuo  family 


Zigbuos  share  God’s  love 
with  refugees  in  Africa 

by  Herbert  and  Mary  Zigbuo 


World  Division  missionaries  Herbert 
Sei  Lami  Zigbuo  and  Mary  Randal! 
Zigbuo  have  served  in  Danane,  Cote 
D'Ivoire  (Ivory  Coast)  since  October 
1992.  They  were  previously  assigned  to 
Liberia.  Herbert  and  Mary  hail  from 
Nengbehn  Town,  Liberia,  and  White- 
ville,  N.C.,  respectively.  Here  they 
share  news  from  the  mission  field. 

The  Liberian  refugee  population  in 
Danane  has  grown  to  an  estimated 
65,000  people.  The  refugees  face  nu¬ 
merous  problems.  The  monthly  food 
allowance  per  refugee  consists  of  nine 
kilograms  (19.8  pounds)  of  rice  and 
one  liter  (1.06  quarts)  of  vegetable  oil. 
It  is  the  refugee’s  responsibility  to  find 
additional  food. 

Medical  assistance  is  limited  to 
emergency  cases  which  require  hospi¬ 
talization.  Refugees  are  expected  to  lo¬ 
cate  their  own  housing;  Danane  has  no 
permanent  refugee  camp,  only  a  tran¬ 
sit  center  where  refugees  are  allowed 
to  stay  six  weeks. 

At  the  junior/senior  high  school  for 
refugees,  two  full-time  sessions  (morn¬ 
ing  and  afternoon)  cater  to  approxi¬ 
mately  850  students.  Much  has  been 
done  in  terms  of  buildings.  City  offi¬ 
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cials  gave  a  plot  of  land  to  the  Protes¬ 
tant  Methodist  Church  in  Danane.  A 
work  team  from  North  Carolina, 
North  Indiana  and  South  Indiana  con¬ 
ferences  built  a  concrete  structure 
which  doubles  as  a  church  edifice  on 
Sundays  and  classrooms/reading 
room/teachers’  lounge  during  the 
week.  The  team  also  pitched  two  tents 
which  serve  as  additional  classrooms. 

Since  the  team’s  departure  a  year 
ago,  a  regular  campus  has  been  estab¬ 
lished!  Additional  buildings  were  con¬ 
structed  fjrom  a  combination  of 
concrete  and  mud  blocks,  papoe 
(braided  swamp  grass)  for  roofing  and 
packed  earth  for  floors.  These  build¬ 
ings  include  two  classrooms,  an  ad¬ 
ministrative  office,  a  school  nurse/ 
counselor  office,  and  a  huge  structure 
for  large  gatherings. 

Operation  Classroom  Crisis  Care 
sent  two  containers  of  much-needed 
educational  and  personal  supplies  for 
students.  Surplus  supplies  were  shared 
with  two  local  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  and  the  community. 

Our  schedules  are  hectic.  Herbert 
was  ordained  a  deacon  during  the 
1993  annual  conference  sessions  in 
Monrovia,  Liberia.  The  girls  —  Yei, 
17;  Dale,  13;  Yah,  10  —  are  growing 
in  all  ways. 

With  two  teen-agers  in  the  house, 
many  interesting,  tense,  funny  and 
awkward  times  occur  in  the  life  of  our 
family.  Yei  took  a  course  in  “Personal 
Adjustment,  Marriage  and  the  Fam¬ 
ily.”  One  night  at  the  supper  table  she 
very  earnestly  said  she  had  “found 
herself’  during  the  course.  She  added 
that  she  had  gained  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  who  she  really  is.  Mary, 
being  very  Western  in  attitude,  was 
pleased  with  Yei’s  progress  in  and  ap- 

Continued  on  page  2 
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Hispanic 
missionaries 
begin  tasks 

Compiled  from  news  services 

The  first  five  official  missionaries 
for  United  Methodism’s  new  National 
Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministries  were 
among  1 4  missionaries  commissioned 
Nov.  28,  1993.  Bishop  Joel  Martinez, 
Nebraska  Area,  who  chairs  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  national  Hispanic  ministries 
committee,  preached  during  the  ser¬ 
vice. 

Delegates  to  the  1992  General  Con¬ 
ference  adopted  the  plan  to  enable 
grass-roots  ministry  with  Hispanics  in 
the  United  States.  The  plan  calls  for 
25  missionary  candidates  to  be  re¬ 
cruited,  trained  and  commissioned  for 
full-time  service  by  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  by  1996. 

“We  are  planning  to  recruit  up  to 
2,000  [volunteer]  lay  ‘missioners’  to  be 
trained  in  annual  conferences  and 
wherever  conferences  and  seminaries 
are  available  to  help  us,"  Bishop  Mar¬ 
tinez  said. 

The  missionaries,  their  home  con¬ 
ferences  and  their  assignments  in¬ 
clude: 

*  The  Rev.  Aida  Beltran-Gaetan, 
North  Georgia,  Hispanic  congrega¬ 
tional  developer,  North  Georgia  Con¬ 
ference. 

*  The  Rev.  Augusto  Enrique  Giron 
Palacios,  North  Texas,  coordinator  of 
Hispanic  ministries,  Oklahoma  Con¬ 
ference. 

*  The  Rev.  Mario  B.  Rodriguez,  Rio 
Grande,  coordinator  of  Hispanic  min¬ 
istries,  Nebraska  Conference. 

*  Jeannie  Trevino-Teddlie,  Central 
Texas,  church  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  missionary  for  Hispanic  minis¬ 
tries,  Central  Texas  Conference. 

*  The  Rev.  Aida  Barrera  Walker,  Al¬ 
abama-West  Florida,  director  of  His¬ 
panic  ministry,  Alabama-West  Florida 
Conference. 

National  Hispanic  Ministries  Chal¬ 
lenge  Fund,  Code  No.  982620-1.  Please 
specify  “Missionaries”  on  your  check. 

Zigbuos  share  God’s  love 

Continued  from  page  1 

preciation  of  the  course.  Herbert,  be¬ 
ing  very  African  in  attitude,  thought  it 
hilarious  that  Yei  did  not  know  that 
she  was,  in  fact,  Yei  Zigbuo.  Yei  pa¬ 
tiently  reminded  her  father  that  par¬ 
ents  aren’t  supposed  to  laugh  at  such 
frank  and  sincere  statements  from 
their  children.  Talk  about  culture 
shock  within  the  family! 

We  appreciate  the  prayerful  and  fi¬ 
nancial  support  of  God’s  work  in  West 

Missionaries,  Code  No.  000779-6  H- 
Z. 

Herbert  and  Mary  Zigbuo,  Code  No. 
010721-4. 
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Advance  tops  my  list! 


by  Bishop  Woodie  W.  White,  chair. 
General  Council  on  Ministries 
Advance  Committee 

The  Advance 
for  Christ  and  His 
Church,  generally 
referred  to  as  the 
Advance,  is  one  of 
the  most  critical 
and  successful 
mission  efforts  of 
The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  In¬ 
deed,  it  would 
rival  any  other  de-  Bishop  White 
nominational  effort  of  its  kind. 

This  program  enables  congrega¬ 
tions,  individuals,  districts  and  annual 
conferences  to  make  financial  contri¬ 
butions  to  projects  worldwide.  These 
projects,  approved  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  Advance  Com¬ 
mittee,  are  as  varied  as  their  settings. 
The  Advance  also  provides  partial 
support  for  our  missionaries  serving  at 
home  and  abroad  through  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

How  do  Christian  disciples  make 
Christ  more  real  in  the  world?  This  is 
a  perennial  question.  To  be  sure,  the 
Christian  must  always  testify  to  God’s 
saving  and  redeeming  power.  Howev¬ 
er,  it  is  also  important  to  demonstrate 
how  a  person,  changed  and  redeemed, 
bears  witness  to  discipleship.  To  share 
with  others  is  one  such  response.  How 
United  Methodists  have  responded 
through  the  Advance! 

During  the  1989-92  quadrennium, 
United  Methodists  gave  a  record 
$117,170,545  through  the  Advance. 
What  a  difference  these  gifts  made  in 
the  lives  of  people,  institutions  and 
congregations  far  and  near!  Yet  the 
needs  are  still  great. 

With  economic  uncertainty  around 
the  world,  the  impact  of  natural  disas¬ 
ters,  wars  and  increasingly  unsettling 
political  conditions,  the  lives  of  literal¬ 
ly  millions  are  threatened.  Floods, 


fires  and  wars  leave  communities  dev¬ 
astated.  Rebuilding  and  redevelop¬ 
ment  are  necessary.  United 
Methodists  continue  to  respond  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  to  those  with  great 
needs. 

In  a  day  when  congregations  and  in¬ 
dividuals  seek  ways  in  which  they  can 


contribute  to  specific  needs  at  home 
and  abroad,  the  Advance  provides  the 
opportunity  to  give  to  more  than 
1,500  projects  worldwide. 

Many  ministries  rightfully  bring 
pride  to  United  Methodists.  The  Ad¬ 
vance  for  Christ  and  His  Church  be¬ 
longs  at  the  top  of  the  list! 


Ministry  effects  change 
in  name  of  Jesus  Christ 


by  Pamela  H.  Poison 

In  June  1993  I  became  a  United 
Methodist  church  and  community 
worker.  As  a  national  missionary,  I 
reach  out  to  urban  and  rural  poor  who 
daily  struggle  with  poverty,  racial  in¬ 
justice  and  domestic  violence. 

I  am  also  a  deaconess,  a  person  who 
has  been  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  de¬ 
vote  my  life  to  Christlike  service.  Both 
programs  are  related  to  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

My  work  is  based  at  Grace  United 
Outreach,  a  United  Methodist  and 
Presbyterian  congregation  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  This  racially  diverse  area  is 
marked  by  poverty  and  violence. 

Grace  United  is  in  active  ministry 
with  the  community.  We  have  the 
largest  food  pantry  in  the  area  as  well 
as  a  clothing  closet.  During  the  winter 
our  welcome  center  provides  compan¬ 
ionship,  warmth  and  coffee. 

I  coordinate  programs  for  persons  of 
all  ages,  write  a  monthly  newsletter, 
contact  denominational  media  about 
activities,  speak  to  groups  and  present 
workshops. 

During  the  summer  we  sponsored 
an  eight-week  peacemaking  academy. 
Forty  first-  through  eighth-graders  at¬ 
tended.  We  emphasized  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  building  self-esteem  and 
learning  non-violent  methods  of  con¬ 
flict  resolution.  We  hired  area  teen¬ 
agers  to  assist  us. 


Each  child  read  15  library  books  to 
earn  tickets  for  a  day  at  the  Worlds  of 
Fun  theme  park.  Participants  also  en¬ 
joyed  art  projects,  field  trips,  music 
activities,  roller  skating,  storytelling 
and  swimming. 

The  highlight  of  the  summer  for  the 
youth  was  a  trip  to  Colorado.  To  be  el¬ 
igible,  each  teen-ager  earned  100 
points  in  community  service.  The 
much-coveted  annual  trip  is  especially 
exciting  for  inner-city  youth,  many  of 
whom  have  never  heard  a  coyote  howl, 
hiked  in  the  mountains,  slept  beneath 
the  stars  or  enjoyed  carefree  days  sim¬ 
ply  being  a  teen-ager. 

As  a  child,  I  was  encouraged  to  get 
married  and  have  a  family,  not  be¬ 
come  a  missionary!  For  24  years  I 
taught  persons  with  learning  disabil¬ 
ities.  God  persisted.  Finally  1  decided 
to  enter  seminary  to  help  me  under¬ 
stand  God’s  call,  and  in  October  1993 
I  was  commissioned  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary. 

We  all  belong  to  the  priesthood  of 
believers,  doing  God’s  work  in  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  settings.  When  human  and  fi¬ 
nancial  resources  are  combined, 
changes  occur  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Please  support  the  work  of 
church  and  community  workers  by 
giving  through  the  Advance!  Your  gift 
will  make  a  difference! 

Church  and  Community  Ministries, 
Code  No.  982147-1. 


For  church  presence  in  Unalaska 

Campbell  family  expresses  gratitude 


But  politeness  wouldn’t  communi¬ 
cate  the  great  debt  of  gratitude  our 
congregation  and  community  feel  for 
what  is  taking  place.  Politeness 
wouldn’t  let  you  know  how  your  par¬ 
ticipation  in  this  project  by  your  gifts, 
prayers,  time  and  enthusiasm  is  help¬ 
ing  to  establish  a  much-needed  church 
presence  in  our  community. 

Politeness  wouldn’t  let  you  know  we 
understand  many  of  you  have  gone  the 
“second  mile”  for  us,  even  when  you 
weren’t  sure  it  was  the  “correct”  thing 
to  do.  And  politeness  wouldn’t  reflect 
the  thing  that  motivates  all  of  us  to 
some  extent:  our  love  of  God  that 
reaches  far  beyond  miles,  time  and  re¬ 
lationships. 


The  Campbell  family  —  John,  (ill,  Katie  and  Bonnie  - 
of  the  new  church  in  Unalaska. 


stands  on  the  site 


by  John  Campbell 

When  I  was  a  child,  my  parents 
taught  me  to  say  “thank  you.”  It  was 
the  polite  thing  to  do.  But  there  is  a 
difference  between  being  polite  and 
being  genuine.  It  would  be  polite  for 
me  to  say  “thank  you”  to  everyone 
who  is  making  the  church  building  in 
Unalaska  a  reality. 


The  project  isn’t  done  yet,  though 
by  the  time  many  of  you  read  this,  we 
will  be  laying  the  carpet  and  unpack¬ 
ing  chairs.  And  I  know  we  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  say  “thanks”  —  to  all  of  you  who 


have  shared  a  part  of  yourself  with  us 
and,  especially,  to  God  who  has  made 
it  all  possible. 

John  and  Bonnie  Campbell,  Code 
No.  931853-2. 
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‘New’  field 
challenges 


Mr.  Pascua  lectures  in  a  Christian  education  class. 


Students  participate  in  Bible  study. 


As  national  persons  in  mission 

Filipinos  serve  homeland 


Jesus  “came  to  his  hometown  and 
began  to  teach  the  people  in  their  syn¬ 
agogue,  so  that  they  were  astounded 
and  said,  ‘Where  did  this  man  get  this 
wisdom  and  these  deeds  of  power?  Is 
not  this  the  carpenter’s  son?’  ”  (Mat¬ 
thew  13:54-55a,  NRSV) 

The  seeds  that  United  Methodist 
missionaries  have  planted  around  the 
world  are  bearing  fruit  today.  Just  as 
Jesus  ministered  in  his  own  country, 
national  persons  in  mission  serve  their 
homeland  of  the  Philippines. 

In  exciting  new  models  of  Christian 
witness,  our  colleague  churches  call 
persons  to  serve  either  in  their  own 
countries  or  across  international 
boundaries  —  and  well-trained  people 
are  ready  to  answer  the  call.  Our  Ad¬ 
vance  gifts  to  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  persons  in  mission  help 
Methodist  churches  in  other  lands  fill 
positions  with  their  own  members 


and,  in  the  process,  develop  indige¬ 
nous  leadership  and  unique  models  for 
mission. 

The  Philippine  Central  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  as¬ 
signed  seven  Filipinos  to  serve  as  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  their  own  country.  Among 
them  are  two  physicians,  two  persons 
involved  in  campus  ministry,  a  Chris¬ 
tian  educator,  a  medical-ministries 
program  coordinator  and  a  social 
worker/pharmacist/nurse. 

One  Filipino  national  person  in  mis¬ 
sion  is  Dr.  Edilberto  Calipayan,  an  Or- 
moc  City  physician  with  the  Min¬ 
danao  Medical  Program.  A  vital 
health-care  ministry  of  the  church,  the 
program  provides  basic  medical  care 
to  persons  who  desperately  need  it. 

Franelli  Pableo  works  with  student 
leaders  and  church  employees  to  initi¬ 
ate  campus  ministry  on  14  islands  in 
the  southern  Philippines.  The  program 


Chilean  pastor  thrives 
as  person  in  mission 

“I  was  feeling  unloved,  lonely  and 
angry.  I  was  1 2  years  old,  a  poor  child 
of  the  streets  when  I  saw  the  open 
doors  of  a  Methodist  church.  I  walked 
in  and  dared  their  hospitality.” 

Today  the  Rev.  Flor  Rodriguez  re¬ 
flects  on  her  life  in  the  church  as  one 
of  struggle  and  of  grace. 

“Through  the  church  I’ve  been  ac¬ 
cepted  into  an  extended  family,”  she 
says.  “Through  it  all,  my  faith  has 
grown  and  deepened.” 

After  studying  theology  in  Chile  and 
at  Scarritt  College  (now  Scarritt-Ben- 
nett  Center)  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Ms. 

Rodriguez  became  the  first  ordained 
clergywoman  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Chile.  While  serving  as  a  local 
church  pastor  in  Chile,  she  also  was  a 
member  of  the  first  executive  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Latin  America  Council  of 
Churches  and  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  Program  to  Combat  Rac¬ 
ism.  Now  Ms.  Rodriguez  is  a  person  in 
mission,  a  missionary  from  Chile  serv¬ 
ing  in  Ecuador. 

Local  church  people  in  Chile  could 
tell  their  Ecuadorean  counterparts 
some  “Flor  stories.”  How  they  picket¬ 
ed  her  arrival  as  pastor,  then  a  year 
later  begged  the  bishop  to  reappoint 
her  there.  How  the  men  of  the  church 
began  cooking  and  serving  hot  break- 


Ms.  Rodriguez 

fasts  to  street  children.  How  Flor  — 
with  proper  clergy  collar  —  greeted 
the  pope,  reminding  him  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  women  awaiting  ordina¬ 
tion. 

Now  Ecuadoreans  can  join  in  telling 
of  Ms.  Rodriguez’s  strong,  capable 
leadership  and  lively  sense  of  humor. 
She  is  a  person  of  many  talents:  as  a 
pastor,  a  lay-training  program  teacher 
and  a  vigorous  witness  through  her 
life. 

“The  most  critical  moment  for  me,” 
she  says,  “came  when  I  had  to  decide 
between  a  safe  and  easy  life  and  a  life 
committed  to  following  Jesus  Christ.” 

National  and  International  Persons 
in  Mission,  Code  No.  007685-2  H-T. 


organizes  local  United  Methodist 
youth  to  become  campus  missionaries. 

A  third  Filipino  national  person  in 
mission  is  the  Rev.  David  Pascua,  a 
Christian  educator  in  the  Davao  Epis¬ 
copal  Area.  He  helps  conference  coun¬ 
cils  on  ministries  and  boards  of 
discipleship  to  recruit  pastors,  plan 
mission  programs  and  develop  nurtur¬ 
ing  programs  in  every  district. 

Dr.  Leo  Soriano  and  Dania  Soriano 
are  a  physician  and  a  social  worker/ 
pharmacist/nurse  respectively  at  the 
Mindanao  Mobile  Medical  Clinic.  The 
staff  —  who  travel  by  jeep,  barge, 
horseback,  motorcycle  and  foot  —  en¬ 
dure  strenuous,  sometimes  dangerous, 
journeys  to  deliver  basic  medical  care 
in  rugged,  remote  areas. 

A  sixth  Filipino  national  person  in 
mission  is  Elizabeth  Tacadena.  She  or¬ 
ganizes  and  trains  youth  leaders  to 
shape  ministries  with  students  on  80 
campuses  on  14  islands  in  the  south¬ 
ern  Philippines. 

Tim  Valderama,  working  with  the 
Mindanao  Medical  Program,  coordi¬ 
nates  medical  ministries  with  local 
church  mission-evangelism  programs 
and  develops  and  implements  primary 
health-care  curricula. 

The  apostle  Paul  wrote  to  the 
church  at  Rome:  “I  am  longing  to  see 
you  so  that  I  may  share  with  you  some 
spiritual  gift  to  strengthen  you  —  or 
rather  so  that  we  may  be  mutually  en¬ 
couraged  by  each  other’s  faith,  . . .” 
(Romans  l:ll-12a,  NRSV)  Indeed, 
sharing  spiritual  gifts  and  encouraging 
one  another  are  vital  to  the  success  of 
national  and  international  persons  in 
mission. 

National  and  International  Persons 
in  Mission,  Code  No.  007685-2  H-T. 


missionary 

by  Marilyn  Beecher 

“We  expect  you 
to  make  up  for  all 
the  work  that  was 
missed  during 
these  years.”  With 
these  words  I  was 
welcomed  as  the 
first  Methodist 
missionary  [to 
Bulgaria]  in  45 
years.  Expecta¬ 
tions  are  very  Ms.  Beecher 
high,  but  people  are  ready  to  work. 

I  was  invited  to  speak  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  women.  The  talk  was  about 
women  of  faith,  and  I  asked  people  to 
share  stories  of  women  who  have  in¬ 
fluenced  them.  One  story  was  about 
Vasela  Velichkova,  a  teacher  who  has 
devoted  her  life  to  others.  Now  that 
she  is  80  years  old,  her  students  visit 
her,  but  in  her  poverty  she  has  “noth¬ 
ing”  to  give  them. 

But  each  time  someone  comes,  she 
says:  “You  have  taken  time  to  visit 
me;  now  take  10  minutes  for  your¬ 
self.”  She  has  them  sit  by  the  window, 
and  she  reads  Scripture  to  them:  10 
minutes  of  rest  and  renewal  for  the 
soul.  Perhaps  she  now  gives  the  great¬ 
est  gift  of  all. 

It  is  a  wonder  for  me  to  be  serving 
God  here  in  Bulgaria.  It  took  a  great 
deal  of  time  to  find  an  apartment,  be¬ 
gin  language  training  and  find  my  way 
around  town.  But  at  every  turn  the 
people  of  the  church  have  been  gra¬ 
cious  and  supportive.  Their  love  for 
Christ  and  their  commitment  to  their 
church  move  me  deeply. 

Marilyn  Beecher,  Sofia,  Bulgaria, 
Code  No.  01 1885-5  A-Z. 

For  more  information 

If  you  are  interested  in  missionary 
service,  please  call  the  Mission  Per¬ 
sonnel  Resources  Program  Depart¬ 
ment,  (800)  654-5929;  New  York 
residents  dial  (212)  870-3659. 


Contact  us! 


The  following  are  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  jurisdictional  repre¬ 
sentatives: 

North  Central:  Sally  Chipman,  10  E.  School  Ave.,  Naperville,  1L  60540, 
(708)  357-0170,  FAX  (708)  357-5987. 

Northeastern:  Alice  Trost,  1580  Central  Ave.,  Albany,  NY  12205-2403, 
(518)  869-5479. 

South  Central:  Kenneth  McIntosh,  4024  Caruth  Blvd.,  Suite  251,  Dallas, 
TX  75225,  (214)  373-1554. 

Southeastern:  Camille  Funk,  159  Ralph  McGill  Blvd.  N.E.,  Room  404,  At¬ 
lanta,  GA  30308,  (404)  659-0002,  Ext.  3242,  FAX  (404)  577-0131. 

Western:  Roy  Katayama,  1675  Jay  St.,  No.  6,  Lakewood,  CO  80214,  (303) 
234-0636. 

In  addition,  your  conference  secretary  of  global  ministries  is  a  valuable 
source  of  information  about  the  Advance  and  related  ministries.  If  you  do 
not  know  who  he  or  she  is,  contact  your  conference  headquarters. 
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Kihwa  Jin 
relates  news 
from  Manila 

by  Kihwa  jin 

This  summer  [1993]  has  been  diffi¬ 
cult  because  of  the  electrical  shortage 
in  Manila.  Almost  every  day  the  elec¬ 
tricity  is  turned  off  six  to  eight  hours. 
Despite  this,  1  continue  to  know  the 
joy  of  the  Lord  and  God’s  blessings, 
thanks  to  your  prayers  and  encourage¬ 
ment. 

In  June  the  Rev.  Kathryn  T.  Adams 
from  Garfield  Heights  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Cleveland,  led  a  medical 
mission  group  to  the  Philippines  to 
conduct  medical,  dental  and  optical 
clinics.  At  Cardona  Bethel  United 
Methodist  Church  they  offered  free 
health  services.  More  than  200  people 
were  treated,  and  40  patients  received 
new  glasses.  Many  non-church  people 
came  to  the  clinic.  I  am  thankful  to 
this  group  for  their  dedication  and  sac¬ 
rificial  service. 

Cardona  Bethel  Church  opened  a 
kindergarten  in  June.  We  selected  40 
poor  families  who  fish  for  a  living  and 
allowed  one  child  from  each  family  to 
attend  a  free  Christian  school.  With¬ 
out  this  school,  many  of  these  5-  and 
6-year-olds  would  be  forced  to  beg  or 
to  work  in  the  market.  The  purpose  of 
this  school  is  to  protect  these  children 
and  allow  them  to  learn  of  God.  We 
will  continue  to  support  them  until 
they  complete  elementary  school. 

Kihwa  Jin,  Manila,  Philippines, 
Code  No.  010765-7. 


From  California  to  Russia 

Kents  continue  ‘work  of  love’ 


by  Brian  and  Lorena  Kent 

In  December  1992  we  got  a  call 
from  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  asking  us  to  go  to  Ulya¬ 
novsk  (also  known  as  “Simbirsk”), 
Russia,  to  help  form  a  new  United 
Methodist  church  and  to  develop  so¬ 
cial  services.  Ulyanovsk  is  600  miles 
east  of  Moscow,  on  the  Volga  River. 

We  —  all  four  of  us  —  said  “yes,” 
and  a  few  weeks  later  we  left  Brian’s 
pastorate  in  San  Diego  and  began  our 
training  at  the  mission  resource  center 
in  Atlanta.  Our  courses  included  bibli¬ 
cal  studies,  Christianity  and  culture, 
mission,  overseas  health  care  and  Rus¬ 
sian  language.  We  packed  our  belong¬ 
ings  into  barrels;  bought  boots  and 
wool  sweaters;  sold  our  car,  said  our 
“goodbyes”  to  family  and  friends;  and 
visited  sponsoring  churches  across  the 
United  States. 

By  July  1993  we  were  on  our  way  to 
Russia.  We  were  excited  and  a  bit 
scared  as  we  looked  forward  to  new 
friends,  a  new  home  and  a  new  lan¬ 
guage. 

During  our  first  few  months  in  Rus¬ 
sia  we  took  additional  language 
courses,  met  the  people,  began  work¬ 
ing  with  students  at  the  Ulyanovsk 
branch  of  Moscow  University  and 
started  informal  worship  services.  In 
the  not-too-distant  future,  we  hope  the 
worship  services  will  be  planned  and 
conducted  —  not  by  us  —  but  by  a 
new  formal  congregation  of  United 
Methodists. 

Our  children,  Jeremiah  and 
Jennifer,  began  school  in  the  fall.  They 
study  in  Russian  schools,  so  their  lan¬ 
guage  training  was  essential.  As  we 
prepared  for  our  new  responsibilities, 
1 0-year-old  Jennifer  wrote;  “I  am  very 
excited.  I  think  every  child  should 
have  the  opportunity  to  move  to  an¬ 
other  country  to  learn  how  [others] 
live.” 

Our  family  is  supported  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  which 
United  Methodists  fund  through  their 
World  Service  Fund  apportionment. 


Mr.  Kent  Ms.  Kent 

Churches  can  also  enter  into  a  cove¬ 
nant  relationship  with  us,  which  in¬ 
volves  a  commitment  to  prayer, 
communication,  financial  support 


through  the  Advance  and  personal  in¬ 
volvement. 

As  Christians,  we  are  already  in  cov¬ 
enant  with  God  and  with  one  another. 
This  is  a  work  of  love  —  both  for  the 
people  we  already  know  in  the  United 
States  and  for  our  new  Russian 
friends. 

We  go  about  our  task,  certain  that 
God  will  continue  to  provide  an  out¬ 
pouring  of  mutual  love  we  all  cele¬ 
brate!  Please  continue  to  keep  us  in 
your  prayers. 

Missionaries,  Code  No.  000779-6  H- 
Z. 

Brian  Kent,  Code  No.  011887-7  A-Z. 

Lorena  Kent,  Code  No.  011888-8. 


Opportunities  abound 
for  mission  in  Russia 


by  Linda  Bloom 

Volunteer  opportunities  for  building 
projects  in  Russian  are  seemingly  end¬ 
less,  according  to  the  coordinator  of 
United  Methodist  Volunteers  in  Mis¬ 
sion  for  Russia. 

“We  have  unlimited  needs,”  said 
the  Rev.  Stephen  Darr,  a  minister  in 
the  Virginia  Annual  Conference.  “The 
only  thing  holding  us  back  in  any  area 
is  making  sure  local  partners  are  ready 
and  prepared  to  receive  groups." 

Russian  groups  have  invited  United 
Methodists  to  assist  with  housing  proj¬ 
ects  at  several  sites  and  to  do  recon¬ 
struction  and  renovation  work  in 
Siberia  and  other  regions  that  were 
once  part  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

Already  under  construction  in  Rus¬ 
sia  is  Blagovest  —  known  in  English  as 
“Good  News”  village  —  located  about 
25  miles  from  Moscow.  Planned  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church,  the  village  eventually  will  in¬ 
clude  50  houses  for  older  adults  and 
persons  with  disabling  conditions,  a 
working  farm,  a  crafts  workshop,  a 


school,  a  cafeteria  and  an  administra¬ 
tive  building.  A  local  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  church  also  is  being  renovated. 

Other  requests  have  come  for  assis¬ 
tance  on  a  rehabilitation  center  for 
children  in  the  town  of  Sychi,  general 
repair  of  an  orphanage  in  Vladimir 
and  reconstruction  of  a  small  Russian 
Orthodox  monastery  in  Mozhisck. 

Indoor  renovations  can  take  place 
year-round,  but  outdoor  work  is 
scheduled  only  from  April  to  Septem¬ 
ber,  said  Mr.  Darr. 

The  cost  is  $1,500-$  1,600  per  indi¬ 
vidual  for  about  a  17-day  trip.  Volun¬ 
teer  groups  are  expected  to  donate 
$2,500-$3,000  for  building  materials. 

More  information  is  available 
through  Volunteer  in  Mission  coordi¬ 
nators  in  each  of  the  five  United 
Methodist  jurisdictions  in  the  United 
States.  The  Volunteers  in  Mission  Ad¬ 
vance  program  supports  volunteers 
who  work  on  church  buildings  and  re¬ 
pairs  related  to  approved  General  Ad¬ 
vance  projects. 

Volunteers  in  Mission,  New  York 
City,  Code  No.  011802-4  R-A. 


What  the  ivorld  needs  now .  . . 
...  is  the  story  of  Jesus9  love! 


And  Jesus  said  to  them,  “Go  into  all  the  world  and  pro¬ 
claim  the  good  news  to  the  whole  creation”  (Mark 
16:15,  NRSV). 

United  Methodist  missionaries  are  answering  Jesus’ 
call  to  tell  the  story.  But  tight  budgets  and  rising  costs 
make  it  difficult. 


Without  your  financial  support,  many  people  won’t 
hear  the  story  —  when  the  world  needs  it  more  than 
ever.  Support  our  missionaries  through  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church! 

Call  the  Missionary  Support  Office,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  (212)  870-3797. 
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WESLEY  BOWL  MISSING:  Officials 

of  Wesley’s  Chapel  and  Leysian  Centre  in  Lon¬ 
don  say  a  large  Chinese  bowl  has  been  missing 
from  the  premises  since  Jan.  11.  According  to 
curator  Alison  Taylor,  the  bowl  was  used  by 
John  Wesley  when  performing  his  last  chris¬ 
tening. 

REACH  BEYOND  CHURCH:  The 

youngest  daughter  of  slain  civil-rights  leader 
the  Rev.  Martin  L.  King  Jr.  told  United  Meth¬ 
odist  adult  workers  with  youth  to  reach  be¬ 
yond  the  walls  of  the  church.  The  Rev.  Bernice 
King  urged  the  400  participants  at  Forum  ’94 
in  Atlanta  to  listen  more  and  talk  less,  to  mod¬ 
el  the  Christian  life  and  to  give  youths  respon¬ 
sibility.  Ms.  King  is  a  staff  member  of  Active 
Ministers  Engaged  in  Nurturance  (AMEN). 

WARNING  ON  HAITI:  The  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
U.S.A.  has  warned  the  U.S.  State  Department 
that  Haiti  could  erupt  in  revolution  if  leading 
democratic  nations  fail  to  take  decisive  steps 
to  enforce  accords  restoring  democracy  to  the 
nation.  In  a  letter  to  Secretary  of  State  Warren 
Christopher,  the  Rev.  Joan  Brown  Campbell, 
NCC  general  secretary,  said  churches  and 
Christians  in  Haiti  believe  the  international 
community  is  experiencing  “a  loss  of  credibil¬ 
ity  in  regard  to  the  restoration  of  Haitian  de¬ 
mocracy.” 

PHONE  LINE  POPULAR:  a  toll-free 

Southern  Baptist  phone  line  dedicated  to  ex¬ 
posing  the  purported  evils  of  Jehovah's  Wit¬ 
ness  beliefs  has  proved  so  popular  that,  from 
now  on,  people  will  have  to  pay  to  hear  the 
Witnesses  denounced.  The  phone  ministry, 
called  “Watching  the  Watchtower,”  logged 
more  than  20,000  calls  from  across  the  country 
since  its  inception  in  1991.  But  it  also  left  un¬ 
paid  phone  bills  amounting  to  more  than 
$6,000.  Now  callers  have  to  pay  their  own 
long-distance  fees  to  hear  the  weekly  anti-Wit- 
nesses  messages. 

TORTURE  IN  MEXICO:  Stories  of  tor¬ 
ture  and  disappearance  were  among  reports 
heard  by  a  Canadian  delegation  of  church  and 
human  rights  activists  during  a  recent  visit  to 
the  southern  Mexican  state  of  Chiapas.  The 
five-member  observer  team  was  in  Chiapas 
shortly  after  Mexican  President  Carlos  Salinas 
declared  a  cease-fire  in  the  battle  with  Zapa¬ 
tista  guerrillas. 

CHURCHES  RESPOND:  Churches  in 

southern  California  quickly  opened  their  doors 
as  shelters,  assessed  damage  to  their  buildings 
and  rallied  congregations  in  response  to  the 
deadly  Jan.  17  earthquake.  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  relief  arm  of  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  issued  an 
initial  $500,000  appeal  and  is  working  closely 
with  the  Southern  California  Ecumenical 
Council,  the  San  Fernando  Valley  Interfaith 
Coalition,  the  American  Red  Cross  and  Feder¬ 
al  Emergency  Management  Agency  to  deter¬ 
mine  how  churches  and  other  faith  groups  can 
contribute  to  the  relief  effort.  The  World 
Council  of  Churches  sent  $10,000  for  earth¬ 
quake  relief. 

HARVEST'  OPPOSED:  In  response  to 
reports  that  eggs  harvested  from  aborted  fetus¬ 
es  could  be  used  to  impregnate  infertile  wom¬ 
en,  top  Catholic  and  Anglican  leaders  in 
England  have  voiced  strong  opposition  to 
medically  assisted  forms  of  conception.  Using 
aborted  fetuses  to  help  infertile  women  be¬ 
come  pregnant  is  a  “chilling  reminder”  that 
abortion  means  the  destruction  of  life,  Cardi¬ 
nal  Basil  Hume  told  The  Universe,  a  British 
Catholic  weekly.  Meanwhile,  in  a  letter  to  The 
Times  of  London,  Anglican  Archbishop  of 
York  John  Habgood  said  the  intrusion  of  third 
and  fourth  parties  in  the. reproductive  process 
breaks  the  continuum  of  love,  sexual  inter¬ 
course,  gestation,  and  parental  care. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Quake-area  pastor:  'So  much  to  be  done' 

1^5  Earthquake! 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  day  after  the  “big  quake” 
hit  southern  California,  the  Rev. 
David  Richardson  was  dividing 
his  time  between  preparing  por¬ 
table  toilets  for  displaced  neigh¬ 
bors  and  assessing  “major” 
damage  to  the  newly  renovated 
sanctuary  at  Northridge  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“There’s  just  so  much  to  be 
done.  Everyone  is  feeling  the  ef¬ 
fects,”  said  Mr.  Richardson,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  suburban  Los  Angeles 
church  200  yards  from  the  col¬ 
lapsed  apartment  building  where 
16  people  died  after  the  earth¬ 
quake  hit  Jan.  17. 

While  none  of  the  700  church 
members — including  some  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  doomed  apartment 
building — died  as  a  result  of  the 
earthquake,  several  sustained  bro¬ 
ken  legs,  cuts  and  bruises,  he  said. 

Major  cracks  in  walls,  floor 

The  sanctuary,  which  the  con¬ 
gregation  just  had  moved  back 
into  after  a  $3  million  renovation 
in  September,  has  “major  cracks 
in  the  walls  and  across  the  floor, 


Mr.  Richardson  said. 

Surrounded  by  apartment 
buildings  “that  are  closed  and 
that  probably  will  be  con¬ 
demned,”  Northridge  United 
Methodist  Church  opened  its 
doors  to  nearly  two  dozen  people 
left  homeless  in  the  community. 

While  his  wife  dealt  with  “the 
big  mess”  at  their  home  about 
eight  miles  from  the  church,  Mr. 
Richardson  spent  the  first  day  af¬ 
ter  the  earthquake  collecting  bot¬ 
tled  water,  checking  on  elderly 
parishioners,  lending  camping 
equipment  to  homeless  neigh¬ 
bors  and  even  digging  holes  for 
portable  toilets. 

Other  churches  damaged 

The  Rev.  Brandon  Cho,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  district  superinten¬ 
dent,  found  earthquake  damage 
at  Northridge  and  a  number  of 
churches  in  the  hard-hit  Santa 
Barbara  district  he  serves. 

At  Valley  Korean  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Granada 
Hills,  “the  whole  church  was 
really  a  shambles,”  he  said.  “I 
think  there  is  serious  structural 
damage." 


When  California  started  shaking,  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
moved  into  action.  Here  are  the  details. 


To  volunteer  for  UMCOR 
rebuilding  efforts  call: 
1-800-918-3100 


U \L*'Lvrr}  Mark  financial  gifts: 
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Who  is  on  UMCOR's  disaster  relief  team? 


UMB  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


Mr.  Larry  Powell:  field  consultant  from  Las  Vegas  and 

lay  leader  in  the  California-Nevada  Annual  Conf.  He  will  head  the  team. 

Rev.  Jesus  Bermudes:  from  El  Paso,  Texas.  He  will  set  up 
a  program  to  assist  non-English-speaking  people  affected  by 
the  earthquake. 

Rev.  Larry  Castillo-Wilson:  from  El  Paso.  Texas.  He  will 
coordinate  counseling  for  the  children. 

Rev.  Donald  Weaver:  from  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  He  wifi  assess 
needs  and  match  persons  with  existing  programs  in  the  area. 

Rev.  Craig  Paterson:  from  Vallejo,  Calif.  He  will  organize 
a  computer  information  program. 


Valley  Korean  is  across  the 
street  from  the  Kaiser  Perman- 
ente  medical  building  that  was 
destroyed. 

Damage  at  Reseda  United 
Methodist  Church  includes  a 
“stained-glass  window  that  just 
cracked  wide  open.” 

At  Chatsworth  church,  “virtu¬ 
ally  all  the  windows”  are  fallen. 
Dr.  Cho  reported,  with  pews  top¬ 
pled  like  dominoes. 


Structural  damage  also  is  a  con¬ 
cern  at  Woodland  Hills  church, 
which  has  a  sanctuary  shaped  like 
an  “upside-down  Noah’s  ark," 
and  at  Knollwood  church  in  Gra¬ 
nada  Hills,  he  added. 

Sherman  Oaks  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  held  up  better  than 
might  have  been  expected,  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Kathleen  Binder. 

“The  ground  moved  about  4 


inches  to  the  south  and  the  church 
remained  steady,”  she  said. 

United  Methodist  churches  as¬ 
sisting  the  community  include 
Northridge,  which  has  housed 
people  from  nearby  apartment 
buildings  in  its  nursery  and  Sun¬ 
day  school  rooms;  Santa  Clarita, 
which  has  worked  with  Red 
Cross  units;  and  First  Church, 
San  Fernando,  which  has  distrib¬ 
uted  food  and  water. 


Philippine  UM  leaders  challenge 
U.S.  church's  world  commitment 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

MANILA,  Philippines — Are 
United  Methodists  in  the  U.S. 
really  acknowledging  the  ideas 
and  contributions  of  their  coun¬ 
terparts  around  the  world? 

That  remains  to  be  seen,  say 
United  Methodist  leaders  in  the 
Philippines. 


They  gave  that  assessment  re¬ 
cently  to  officials  of  the  church’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 
That  council,  the  church's  central 
coordinating  agency,  is  conduct¬ 
ing  a  four-year  (1993-96)  study 
of  what  is  known  as  the  United 
Methodist  connection.  One  com¬ 
ponent  of  the  study  includes  in¬ 
terviewing  United  Methodists 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  |OHNSON  STOVALL 

MANILA,  Philippines— A  United  Methodist  laywoman  per¬ 
forms  a  traditional  Filipino  folk  dance  during  a  "barrio  fiesta" 
for  members  of  the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 


outside  the  United  States. 

The  first  of  such  “listening 
events”  outside  the  U.S.  was  held 
in  conjunction  with  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church  in  Manila 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  21).  Other  listen¬ 
ing  experiences  are  planned  for 
African  and  European  United 
Methodists. 

Led  by  the  Rev.  Reginald  Pon¬ 
der  of  Charlotte,  N.C.,  five  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  coordinating  council 
met  with  about  10  Filipino  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists. 

Topics  of  discussion  and  ques¬ 
tions  included: 

Z  Why  is  there  not  a  uniformi¬ 
ty  of  salaries  for  international 
bishops  within  the  denomination? 

•/  How  can  we  achieve  more  re¬ 
spect  for  the  ideas  of  international 
church  leaders? 

/  Is  the  church  ready  for  a  pos¬ 
itive  dialogue  concerning  self-de¬ 
termination  and  autonomy  for 
churches  outside  the  U.S.? 

•/  How  can  we  give  recognition 
to  international  models  for  mis¬ 
sion  evangelism? 

One  issue  that  prompted 
lengthy  discussion  was  the  need 
to  consult  international  United 
Methodists  when  decisions  are 
made  for  the  denomination. 

Lydia  Aherrera  of  Manila,  an 
elected  member  of  the  church's 
New  York-based  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  said,  “As 
Central  Conference  directors  (re¬ 
gional  church  units  outside  the 
U.S.),  we  don’t  feel  as  connected 
to  the  church. 

“We  don’t  feel  that  we  really 
belong.” 

'Feels  like  a  kid' 

Mrs.  Aherrera,  who  chairs  her 
annual  conference’s  council  on 
finance  and  administration,  said 
when  she  leaves  her  country  for 
United  Methodist  meetings  in 
the  U.S.,  she  feels  assured  and 
confident  as  an  international  rep¬ 
resentative. 


But  when  she  returns  to  Ma¬ 
nila.  she  said,  she  “feels  just  like 
a  kid,  left  out  of  the  decision¬ 
making  process”  of  the  church¬ 
wide  mission  agency. 

Bishop  Emerito  P.  Nacpil  of 
the  Manila  Episcopal  Area  ech¬ 
oed  her  sentiments,  saying  that 
Philippine  United  Methodist 
churches  are  “not  in  the  core  of 
the  work  and  mission  of  all  the 
general  agencies.” 

Dr.  Ponder  reassured  the 
group  that  Advance  projects, 
such  as  those  considered  by  the 
committee  meeting  in  Manila, 
are  approved  based  on  priorities 
of  church  leaders  in  local  areas. 

Bishop  Nacpil  countered  “that’s 
not  true”  concerning  all  United 
Methodist  general  agencies. 

“When  something  is  called 
‘general’,  that  means  the  whole 
church,"  said  Bishop  Nacpil. 
“But  I  don’t  think  all  the  general 
agencies  do  the  research  and  fu- 
turing  concerning  the  Central 
Conferences." 

Meet  outside  U.S.? 

Rodolfo  Beltran,  a  member  of 
the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  from  the  Philippine  Central 
Conference,  asked  if  there  will 
ever  be  a  time  when  the  church’s 
highest  legislative  body,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  will  be  held  out¬ 
side  the  U.S. 

“Some  people  say  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  an  Ameri¬ 
can  church  because  decisions  are 
always  made  in  America,”  said 
Mr.  Beltran,  a  nine-time  delegate 
to  the  legislative  sessions  held  ev¬ 
ery  four  years. 

On  another  note.  Bishop  Jose 
C.  Gamboa  Jr.  of  the  Davoa 
Episcopal  Area  in  the  Philippines 
said  it  is  good  to  have  missionar¬ 
ies  from  the  U.S.  sent  to  Central 
Conferences.  However,  he  said, 
Philippine  bishops  remind  their 
members  that  each  United  Meth¬ 
odist  must  also  be  a  missionary 
wherever  they  go — with  or  with¬ 
out  American  leadership. 


Two  terms 
defined 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

DALLAS — “A  self-avowed 
practicing  homosexual  is  a  per¬ 
son  who  engages  in  sexual  acts 
with  a  person  or  persons  of  the 
same  sex.  which  are  either  wit¬ 
nessed  or  openly  acknowledged.” 

That’s  one  of  two  “model  defi¬ 
nitions”  for  controversial  terms 
released  recently  by  the  executive 
committee  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops. 

Church  policy  bars  “self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexuals’ 
from  candidacy,  ordination  or 
appointment  as  clergy,  but  the 
denomination's  Judicial  Council 
ruled  Oct.  30  that  the  term  must 
be  defined  before  it  can  be  used 
to  exclude  anyone. 

After  that  ruling,  the  Council 
of  Bishops  appointed  a  subcom¬ 
mittee  to  come  up  with  a  defini¬ 
tion  that  could  be  offered  as  a 
“model”  to  annual  conferences. 

The  subcommittee,  headed 
by  Bishop  Robert  E.  Fannin  of 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  was  also 
asked  to  define  the  word  “sta¬ 
tus.”  That  word  was  recently 
added  to  a  list  of  attributes  (sex, 
race,  etc.)  that  cannot  be  used 
to  bar  persons  from  church 
membership  and  participation. 

The  General  Conference,  the 
church’s  top  legislative  body, 
approved  the  amendment  to 
Article  IV  of  the  church’s  con¬ 
stitution  in  1992.  It  was  subse¬ 
quently  ratified  by  a  sufficient 
number  of  votes  in  1993  ses¬ 
sions  of  the  church’s  regional 
annual  conferences. 

Controversy  quickly  arose 
about  what  is  meant  by  “sta¬ 
tus.”  Although  proposers  of  the 
amendment  said  it  refers  to 
marital  status,  others  expressed 
concern  that  it  could  refer  to 
sexual  orientation. 

“Status,”  according  to  the 
second  model  definition  re¬ 
leased  by  the  bishops  recently, 
is  "a  legal  relationship  or  legal 
condition  of  a  group  of  persons 
based  on  race,  gender  or  nation¬ 
al  origin.’’ 


Participant  explains,  defends  content  of  controversial  conference 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

For  at  least  one  United  Methodist 
laywoman,  the  events  at  the  Novem¬ 
ber  ecumenical  “Re-Imagining”  con¬ 
ference  in  Minneapolis  (see  related 
editorial  and  interpretive  analysis  on 
Page  2  of  this  issue)  were  not  hereti¬ 
cal,  as  some  people  have  charged,  but 
“a  definite  opportunity  for  the  spirit 
of  God  to  enter  our  lives.” 

Mary  Edlund  is  the  editor  of  the 
Minnesota  Annual  Conference 
Leader — an  edition  of  the  biweekly 
United  Methodist  Review ,  a  sister 
publication  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter. 

She  was  one  of  some  1,700  wom¬ 
en  and  80  men  who  attended  the 
conference.  In  a  telephone  inter¬ 
view  with  the  Reporter,  she  made  it 
clear  that  she  was  speaking  as  a  par¬ 
ticipant  and  not  as  editor  of  the 


Minnesota  United  Methodist  news¬ 
paper. 

Of  particular  concern  to  some 
critics  of  the  conference  were  fre¬ 
quent  blessings,  chants  and  a  spe¬ 
cial  worship  service  of  milk  and 
honey  to  Sophia  (Wisdom),  whom 
some  consider  a  goddess. 

“[Conference  leaders]  never  said, 
‘Goddess,’  ”  Ms.  Edlund  said. 
“They  said  it  was  that  part  of  God 
who  was  with  us  at  creation. 

“Sophia,  to  me,”  she  continued, 
“is  that  part  of  the  Holy  Spirit — 
that  creative,  powerful  force — that 
brings  new  life,  new  birth.” 

It  is  the  part  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
she  said,  that,  as  a  woman,  she  can 
best  understand. 

“We  named  that  part  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  ‘Sophia’  for  that  week  of  the 
Re-Imagining  conference.  We  have 
got  to  grow  in  our  vision  of  who 
God  is.  God  is  more  than  Father, 
Son  and  Holy  Spirit.” 


Although  the  conference  was  a  re¬ 
gional  event  sponsored  by  state  and 
local  councils  of  churches  in  Minne¬ 
sota,  it  was  attended  by  people  from 
27  countries.  The  conference  was 
held  in  support  of  “The  Ecumenical 
Decade:  Churches  in  Solidarity 
with  Women,"  an  emphasis  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

Ms.  Edlund  said  participants  were 
divided  into  “talking  circles”  of  10 
people  per  table.  Each  group  repre¬ 
sented  a  variety  of  cultures  and/or 
faith  traditions. 

“The  whole  event  was  about  how 
each  of  us  comes  to  God  through 
our  own  culture,  through  our  own 
family  environment  which  has 
made  us  as  we  are. 

"Too  often,”  she  continued,  “the 
environment  women  have  grown  up 
in  has  caused  them  to  have  a  loss  of 
self  esteem,  to  have  the  feeling  that 
we  are  not  worthy  of  God’s  attention. 

We  need  to  feel  God’s  accep- 


"Sophia,  to  me,  is  that  part  of  the 
Holy  Spirit — that  creative,  powerful 
force — that  brings  new  life,  new 
birth." 

 — Mary  Edlund 


f 


tance  of  us  as  worthy,  because  we 
feel  so  unworthy.” 

She  said  that,  for  her,  the  experi¬ 
ences  at  the  conference  pointed  to¬ 
ward  God. 

“Some  speakers  said  some  things 
I  didn’t  agree  with,”  Ms.  Edfynd 
continued,  “but  I  realized  they  Were 
speaking  out  of  their  own  culture 
and  experience.” 

The  ideas  pul  forth  at  the  confer- 
ence  were  not  something  partici¬ 
pants  had  to  believe,”  she  said. 

Some  women  experienced  healing 
by  attending  the  conference,  she 
said.  At  the  end,  “people  were  on  a 


high,”  she  said.  “They  felt  loved, 
felt  accepted.  I  was  really  thrilled.” 

But  some  people  were  not 
thrilled.  Besides  the  highly  contro¬ 
versial  liturgy  of  milk  and  honey  to 
Sophia,  a  “ritual  moment”  added  to 
the  Saturday  morning  events  has 
outraged  the  evangelical  press  in  at 
least  two  denominations:  United 
Methodist  and  Presbyterian. 

In  this  “moment,”  according  to  the 
conference  s  “Re-Imagining  Newslet¬ 
ter,”  Melanie  Morrison,  the  co-con¬ 
venor  of  CLOUT  (Christian 
Lesbians  OUT  Together),  invited  ev¬ 
ery  lesbian,  bisexual  and  transsexual 


woman  who  is  willing”  to  come  for¬ 
ward  and  join  hands  in  a  circle 
around  the  speakers’  platform. 

Some  100  women  reportedly  did 
so  while  those  who  were  “in  solidar¬ 
ity”  with  them  were  invited  to 
stand  in  place  and  sing. 

This  moment  was  described  in 
some  news  reports  as  a  “celebration 
of  lesbianism.” 

Ms.  Edlund  said  she  did  not  agree 
with  the  reports. 

“Basically,  it  was  a  celebration 
that  these  women  were  able  to  ad¬ 
mit  who  they  were,  who  they  were 
created  to  be.  The  mode  of  the  con¬ 
ference  was  not  to  judge." 

The  conference  was  about 
churches  in  solidarity  with  women, 
she  continued,  but  if  the  churches 
can’t  be,  then  women  can  be  in  soli¬ 
darity  with  women. 

“We  don’t  have  to  agree,"  she 
said,  “but  we  can  love  them  for  who 
they  are  and  where  they  are.” 


Faith  at  work 
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RACISM  TELECAST:  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  campus  ministry  unit  will  try  to  help  col¬ 
lege  students  confront  campus  racism  and 
racial  separation  via  a  Feb.  2  telecast.  A  multi¬ 
cultural  panel  of  students  and  the  Rev.  Cain 
Hope  Felder  of  Howard  University  in  Wash¬ 
ington  will  be  featured  on  “Beyond  Racism: 

The  Things  That  Make  for  Peace.”  The  na¬ 
tional  teleconference,  to  include  a  toll-free 
number  for  viewers’  call-in  questions,  will  air 
8-9:30  p.m.  Feb.  2. 

SHALOM  ZONE  TRAINING:  Train¬ 
ing  for  participants  in  United  Methodist-creat¬ 
ed  “Shalom  Zones”  in  Los  Angeles  will  begin 
in  February.  An  outgrowth  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  response  to  the  1 992  riots  there,  the 
Shalom  Zone  concept  is  designed  to  help  con¬ 
gregations  and  neighborhoods  address  the  pres¬ 
sures  of  poverty,  racism,  lack  of  vision,  lack  of 
resources  and  spiritual  conflict.  The  training 
series  will  last  four  months. 

HOOSIERS  IN  THE  HOLY  LAND: 

Some  950  United  Methodists  from  Indiana  are 
expected  to  converge  on  Jerusalem  Jan.  3 1 

during  a  10-day  Holy  Land 
tour  led  by  Bishop  Woodie 
White  (Indiana  Area).  Ac¬ 
cording  to  spokeswoman 
Lynne  De  Michele,  this  is 
one  of  the  largest  United 
Methodist  study  tours  to 
that  region.  The  group  in¬ 
cludes  16  district  superin- 
Woodie  White  tendents,  147  pastors  and 
at  least  7  50  laypeople  from  the  North  and 
South  Indiana  conferences. 

NEW  WORLD  MISSION:  Clergy  and 

laypersons  from  Australia,  England,  South  Af¬ 
rica,  Ireland,  Liberia,  the  Philippines,  Tonga, 
and  other  countries  will  be  proclaiming  the 
gospel  throughout  the  U.S.  this  spring  as  part 
of  the  “New  World  Mission.”  Sponsored  by 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  some  25 
persons  will  preach  and  lead  Bible  studies  in 
75  U.S.  churches  during  April  and  May.  The 
congregation’s  cost  to  host  a  New  World  Mis¬ 
sion  person  is  $1,500.  More  information  is 
available  from  Shirley  F.  Clement,  P.O.  Box 
840,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202-0840. 

AFRICA  TELECONFERENCE:  when 

UniJ^fi  Methodism’s  first  universityjp  Africa 
celebrates  its  formal  inaugural  ceremonies 
April  24,  any  U.S.  church  with  access  to  a  sat¬ 
ellite  dish  and  monitor  can  watch  and  share  in 
the  events.  A  teleconference  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings,  slated  for  5-6  p.m.  EDT,  will  air  with 
Hilly  Hicks,  co-host  of  the  denomination’s  TV 
program  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  as  host.  The  uni¬ 
versity  opened  in  March  1992  and  has  65  stu¬ 
dents  in  theology  or  agriculture. 

NYMO  SCHOLARSHIPS:  United 

Methodist  undergraduate  recipients  of  the 
1993-94  David  W.  Self  Scholarship  are  Philip 
A.  Greenwald  of  Messiah  College  and  Deborah 
M.  Wilcock  of  Clarion  University;  of  the  Rich¬ 
ard  S.  Smith  Scholarship,  Mia  F.  Mends  of 
Wellesley  College  and  Sue  J.  Nahm  of  Yale. 
The  awards  given  by  the  United  Methodist 
National  Youth  Ministry  Organization  honor 
longtime  leaders  in  United  Methodist  laity 
work. 


'Cultural  crossfires'  explored  at  Candler 

Professor  blasts  Christian  worship 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA — He  had  been  in¬ 
vited  to  speak  on  cultural  cross¬ 
fire.  Instead,  he  almost  caused 
one. 

The  Rev.  Theodore  Jennings,  a 
United  Methodist  author  and  the¬ 
ology  professor  at  Chicago  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  blasted 
Christian  worship  and  “meddled” 
in  the  offering  plate  during  a  re¬ 
cent  Ministers'  Week  lecture  at 
United  Methodist-related  Candler 
School  of  Theology  on  the  campus 
of  Emory  University  in  Atlanta. 

"Being  a  Christian  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  worship  and 
what  is  now  called  liturgy,”  he 
said. 

'Worship  is  dangerous' 

In  fact.  Dr.  Jennings  told  some 
200  ministers  and  guests,  worship 
is  often  “positively  dangerous  to 
the  health  of  faithful  discipleship. 

“The  idea  that  by  going  to 
church,  by  attending  worship,  we 
have  thereby  done  something 
that  places  us  in  relation  to  the 
God  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  most 
catastrophic  delusion  that  infects 
the  life  of  faith.” 

Nevertheless,  Dr.  Jennings 
continued,  because  worship 
seems  to  be  central  and  essential 
to  most  followers  of  Christ,  he 
has  hope  for  it. 

Among  sharper  points  of  his 
lecture: 

■  The  Gospel — “inherently 
anti-liturgical,  anti-religious." 


■  Politics — “That  Jesus  seeks 
to  overthrow  the  power  arrange¬ 
ments  of  this  world  is  quite 
clear.”  However,  Jesus  calls  his 
followers  to  do  this  through  non¬ 
violent  means  through  the  path 
of  martyrdom. 

■  Family — “Jesus  can  be  re¬ 
membered  as  saying  that  anyone 
who  does  not  hate  mother  and  fa¬ 
ther  and  brother  and  sister  and 
spouse  and  child  is  not  worthy  of 
the  reign  of  God.”  It  is  through 
collaborating  in  the  cause  of  God 
that  people  become  brothers  and 
sisters,  he  cites  Jesus  as  saying. 

■  Church  attendance — "How 
seldom  do  we  remark  that  Jesus 
only  enters  the  sphere  of  syna¬ 
gogue  and  temple  in  order  to 
cause  a  riot?” 

■  Prayer — “Jesus  explicitly 
forbids  his  followers  to  pray  in 
public.  If  you  must  be  religious, 
he  seems  to  say,  then  hide  it 
away;  never  admit  it  in  public.” 

■  Religion — “The  death  of  Je¬ 
sus  is  the  end  of  religion,  the  un¬ 
veiling  of  all  religion  as  an 
offense  against  God.” 

God  rejects  religion,  Dr.  Jen¬ 
nings  said,  because  it  distracts 
people  from  what  God  is  really 
interested  in:  Justice  and  mercy 
for  the  weak,  despised,  vulnera¬ 
ble  and  marginalized. 

These  statements  should  not 
surprise  anyone,  he  said,  because 
they  are  all  found  in  the  Bible. 

However,  Christians  should 


not  abandon  religion,  he  said,  be¬ 
cause  the  Gospel  message  must 
be  told  in  every  culture. 

After  all  of  this,  Dr.  Jennings 
“got  personal,”  as  one  partici¬ 
pant  put  it.  He  discussed  the 
church  offering. 

Pastors  use  “bait  and  switch” 
tactics,  he  charged,  for  getting 
congregations  to  donate  money. 
That  is,  stories  are  told  about  the 
good  the  money  does  such  as 
providing  shelter  for  the  home¬ 
less  or  food  for  the  hungry  when 
in  fact  only  a  very  small  percent¬ 
age  of  the  money  is  used  for  any 
such  purpose. 

Instead,  most  of  the  money 
goes  to  pay  the  bills  and  the  sala¬ 
ries  and  benefits  of  clergy,  staff 
and  church  bureaucrats,  he  said. 

A  ''modest  proposal" 

Dr.  Jennings  then  gave  this 
“modest  proposal”:  that  money 
collected  for  institutional  pur¬ 
poses  should  not  be  brought  to 
the  altar.  Only  money  “which  is 
destined  immediately  and  direct¬ 
ed  to  the  poor  and  the  destitute” 
should  be  brought  to  the  altar. 

Participants’  reaction  to  Dr. 
Jennings'  lecture  was  mixed.  Sev¬ 
eral  rose  to  challenge  him.  How¬ 
ever,  when  Dr.  Jennings  settled 
into  his  seat,  pulled  the  micro¬ 
phone  close  and  growled,  “Now, 
let’s  fight,”  he  got  no  takers. 

Some  participants  were  favor¬ 
ably  impressed  by  Dr.  Jennings’ 
words.  They  could  be  heard 
speaking  wistful  “What  ifs?”  as 
they  left. 


Theodore  Jennings 

. . .  "Being  a  Christian  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  worship . . . ' 


Soul  music,  black  or  white,  must  be  authentic,  speakers  say 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA — Country  music  is 
the  soul  music  of  millions  and  mil¬ 
lions  of  people,  the  Rev.  Tex  Sam¬ 
ple  recently  told  a  Ministers’  Week 
audience  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Candler  School  of  Theology. 

Dr.  Sample  talked  about  Coun¬ 
try  music  as  “white  soul”  and 
about  how  mainline  churches 
seem  to  have  little  relevance  to 
the  sometimes  "hard-living” 
people  who  listen  to  it. 

Dr.  Sample  is  a  professor  of 
church  and  society  at  United 
Methodist-related  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  He  also  is  the  author  of 
Hard  Living  People  and  Main¬ 
stream  Christians  and  other 
books  based  on  his  studies  of 
blue  collar  and  poor  people. 

These  people  are,  for  the  most 
part,  “oral”  people  who  leam  pri¬ 
marily  through  stories  and  prov¬ 
erbs  as  opposed  to  “literate” 
people  who  learn  primarily 
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"We  have  appropriated  the 
faith  traditions  and  practices  of 
many  cultures." 

— Melva  Costen 

" Without  a  vision  of  the  way 
the  world  is  meant  to  be,  people 
shrivel  and  die." 

— Tex  Sample 


through  reading,  he  said. 

Mainline  churches,  Dr.  Sample 
is  quick  to  point  out,  appeal  to 
literate  people. 

Theology  found  in  lyrics 

But  people  who  are  barely  get¬ 
ting  by,  particularly  single  moth¬ 
ers  and  working  class  men  and 
women,  understand  the  “want 
and  the  lack  and  the  nothin’  ”  re¬ 
flected  in  Country  music,  he 


said.  They  find  their  theology  in 
the  lyrics  of  a  Country  song. 

When  Country  music  talks 
about  heaven,  Dr.  Sample  said,  it 
is  talking  about  the  way  the 
world  ought  to  be. 

“Without  heaven,  the  people 
perish,”  he  said.  “Without  a  vi¬ 
sion  of  the  way  the  world  is  meant 
to  be,  people  shrivel  and  die.” 

In  a  scheduled  response  to  Dr. 
Sample’s  lecture,  the  Rev.  Rebec¬ 


ca  Chopp,  a  faculty  member  at 
Candler,  said  that  he  was  remind¬ 
ing  the  listener  that  “When  we  lis¬ 
ten  for  the  truth  that  is  in  people, 
we  see  God  in  their  midst.” 

The  basic  challenge,  she  said, 
is  to  meet  people  where  they  are 
without  romanticizing  them  or 
putting  them  down.  Meet  them 
as  real  people,  she  said,  and  take 
them  seriously. 

Dr.  Sample  was  one  of  several 
speakers  invited  to  address  Min¬ 
isters’  Week  on  “Christian  Wor¬ 
ship  in  the  Cultural  Crossfire” 
(see  additional  story  above). 

Another  lecturer,  Melva  Wilson 
Costen,  a  Presbyterian  and  a  pro¬ 
fessor  of  music  and  worship  at  At¬ 
lanta’s  Interdenominational 
Theological  Center,  discussed  how 
Christianity  had  always  been  in  a 
cultural  crossfire.  Specifically  she 
deplored  the  use  of  black  choirs  to 
“loosen  up”  white  congregations. 

“Some  people  don’t  want  to  be 
loosened  up,”  she  said.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  there  is  something  of  the 


“minstrel”  in  such  pefor- 
mances,”  she  said. 

"Authenticity  important" 

“Authenticity  (in  music  and 
worship)  is  important  from  what¬ 
ever  the  tradition,”  she  said. 

“Cultural  infusions  are  as  old 
as  Christianity,”  she  continued, 
giving  an  overview  of  some  2,000 
years  of  influence  on  Christian 
worship  practices.  “We  have  ap¬ 
propriated  the  faith  traditions 
and  practices  of  many  cultures.” 

But  attempts  at  introducing  faith 
traditions  and  practices  from  one 
culture  into  a  worship  setting  of  an¬ 
other  culture  should  be  handled 
with  extreme  care,  she  said.  There 
is  danger,  she  warned,  that  it  could 
backfire  and  produce  the  opposite 
effect  from  what  was  intended. 

Dr.  Costen  advised  that  a  great 
deal  of  preparation  on  the  part  of 
the  pastor  is  essential  before  a  new 
cultural  element  is  introduced  into 
any  worshipping  community. 


Elizabeth  Dole:  A  case  of  spirituality  regained 


By  CAREY  KINSOLVING 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— United  Meth¬ 
odist  laywoman  Elizabeth  Dole, 
who  as  president  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  was  personally  involved 
in  the  agency’s  recent  California 
Earthquake  relief,  was  cited  in  a 
1988  Gallup  poll  as  one  of  the  10 
most  admired  women  in  the  world. 

But  the  lady  who  combined  Har¬ 
vard  Law  School  brains,  Southern 
grace  and  a  perfectionist  passion  for 
public  service  says  her  life  was  once 
missing  something  essential — spiri¬ 
tuality. 

Mrs.  Dole  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
Dole,  the  Senate  minority  leader. 
The  Doles  attend  Foundry  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Washington. 

“I  was  blessed  with  a  beautiful 
marriage  and  a  challenging  career,” 
Mrs.  Dole  regularly  tells  prayer 
breakfast  groups  across  the  country. 

"Gradually,  over  many  years,  I  re¬ 
alized  what  was  missing.  My  life  was 
threatened  with  spiritual  starvation.” 

Mrs.  Dole  said  she  realized  that 
'  her  public  service  commitment  had 
crowded  out  the  spiritual  lessons 
she  learned  in  Salisbury,  N.C.,  at 
the  knee  of  her  grandmother,  Mom 
Cathey. 

Journey  begins 

Mrs.  Dole  began  her  journey  to 
spiritual  renewal  by  meeting  with  a 
group  of  Senate  wives  for  weekly 
Bibie  study,  discussion  and  prayer. 

“I  had  built  up  my  little  self-suffi- 


" Christianity  is  more  than  faith,  more  than 
believing,  more  than  trying  to  have  a  mission  field. 
The  essence  of  it  is  having  that  personal  relationship 
with  the  Lord." 

— Elizabeth  Dole 


cient  world,”  Mrs.  Dole  recalled  in 
a  recent  interview  at  American  Red 
Cross  headquarters,  where  she  has 
served  as  president  since  1991. 

“I  had  God  neatly  compartmen¬ 
talized,  crammed  into  a  crowded 
file  drawer  of  my  life,  somewhere 
between  ‘gardening’  and  ‘govern¬ 
ment.’  ” 

In  Monday  night  Bible  studies, 
Mrs.  Dole  said,  she  shared  feelings 
with  the  group  that  she  never  would 
have  expressed  to  her  White  House 
colleagues  during  her  years  as  trans¬ 
portation  secretary  in  the  Reagan 
administration  and  secretary  of  la¬ 
bor  under  Bush. 

In  this  safe  confine,  Mrs.  Dole 
came  face-to-face  with  her  perfec¬ 
tionist  tendencies  and  compulsion 
to  constantly  please. 

Mrs.  Dole  said  she  learned  that 
real  inner  strength  comes  from  a  de¬ 
pendent  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ,  not  from  independence  and 
self-reliance. 

Although  she  encourages  young 
people  to  strive  for  excellence, 
which  she  believes  is  a  Christian 
virtue,  she  cautioned,  “I  think  there 
is  a  point  of  diminishing  returns.” 

Mrs.  Dole  sees  Washington  as  a 


city  of  workaholics  striving  to  make 
a  difference.  But  even  the  greatest 
public  service  initiatives  cannot 
meet  one’s  deepest  needs,  she  feels. 

“Christianity  is  more  than  faith, 
more  than  believing,  more  than  try¬ 
ing  to  have  a  mission  field,”  she  said. 
“The  essence  of  it  is  having  that  per¬ 
sonal  relationship  with  the  Lord.” 

Bible  scholar  Art  Lindsley  of  the 
C.S.  Lewis  Institute  in  Arlington, 
Va.,  meets  regularly  with  Mrs.  Dole 
for  Bible-related  discussions  and 
prayer.  He  attributes  her  success  to 
a  larger  perspective  that  goes  be¬ 
yond  job  titles  and  income. 

Mrs.  Dole’s  relationship  with  God 
enables  her  to  see  life  before  “the  au¬ 
dience  of  One — the  ultimate  audi¬ 
ence,”  Dr.  Lindsley  said. 

After  five  years  of  weekly  meet¬ 
ings  with  Mrs.  Dole,  Dr.  Lindsley 
remains  impressed  with  Mrs.  Dole’s 
desire  to  know  God. 

“I  think  it  all  ends  up  profoundly 
affecting  her  desire  to  serve  peo¬ 
ple,”  Dr.  Lindsley  said.  “She  has  a 
real  passion,  desire  and  care  for 
people  in  need,  and  I  think  that 
comes  from  her  faith.” 

Elizabeth  Dole  spends  at  least  30 
minutes  a  day  in  Bible  study  and 


Elizabeth  Dole 
. . .  caring  comes  from  her  faith 

prayer — a  time  of  spiritual  renewal 
that  she  feels  gives  her  the  energy 
and  passion  to  sustain  a  schedule 
she  says  is  sometimes  a  “blur.” 

Sunday  is  sacrosanct 

Sunday  has  become  sacrosanct  in 
the  Dole  household  as  a  time  to  re¬ 
charge  the  batteries — physical,  emo¬ 
tional  and  spiritual.  It’s  a  time  for 
church,  friends  and  no  appointments, 
except  for  an  occasional  appearance 
on  a  Sunday  morning  news  show. 

The  Doles  have  worked  together  on 
projects  to  help  inner-city  children, 
the  homeless,  senior  citizens  and  the 
Dole  Foundation,  established  by  the 
senator  to  aid  disabled  people. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $27.00  minimum  charae  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  $10.80  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  adver¬ 
tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

HIGHLAND  PARK  UNITED  METHODIST 

Church,  3300  Mockingbird  Lane,  Dallas,  TX 
75205.  (214)  521-3111.  Full-time  Director  of 
Music  Ministries  for  10,000+  member  church. 
Three  Sunday  morning  services.  Breadth  and  di¬ 
versity  of  experience  with  graded  choral  ano 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Seeking 

full-time  Director  of  Youth  for  ongoing  youth 
program  in  church  of  2200  members.  Contact: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Drawer 
628.  Lake  Jackson,  TX  77566.  (409)  297-3046. 

ducting  experience,  strong  administrative  skills 
and  experience  in  working  with  multiple  staff  re¬ 
quired.  Opportunity  to  develop  a  new  music  min¬ 
istry.  Send  application  and  resume  by  April  11, 
1994  to  Dr.  Leighton  Farrell  at  the  church  ad- 

YOUTH  MIN1STER/C.E.  DIRECTOR  needed. 

dress. 

Degree  and  experience  preferred.  Position  avail¬ 
able  January  1 .  Negotiable  salary/job  description. 
Send  resume:  Dr.  Tommy  Dunbar,  First  UMC, 
P.O.  Box  849,  Marshall,  TX  75670.  (903)  938- 
6622. 

FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Direc¬ 

tor  for  evangelical  urban  church  of  1 500.  Coordi¬ 
nate  infants  through  adults.  Resume  to:  Park 
Avenue  UMC,  3400  Park  Ave.,  Minneapolis, 
MN  55407. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES. 

Full-time  position  in  a  growing  church  of  2100 
members.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate 
with  education  and  experience.  Seeking  lay  mem¬ 
ber  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  or  diaconal 
minister.  Send  resume  and/or  reauest  for  job  de- 
scription  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  4669,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37831-4669.  At¬ 
tention:  Kenneth  H.  Henderlight.  Deadline: 
March  1,  1994. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  WITH  EMPHASIS  in 

children  and  family  ministries.  Experience  re¬ 
quired.  Prefer  a  certified  Director  of  Christian 
Education  or  a  diaconal  minister.  Full  salary/ben¬ 
efit  package.  First  United  Methodist,  419  NE 
First  Street,  Gainesville,  FL  32601. 

AVON  PARK,  FLORIDA  FIRST  UNITED 

Methodist  is  seeking  an  experienced  full-time  Di¬ 
rector  of  Family  Ministries  to  handle  the  over¬ 
sight  and  development  of  the  educational, 
children's  and  youth’s  programs  of  a  growing 
500-mcmber  church  in  the  lakes  region  of  central 
Florida.  We  seek  a  spiritual  leader  who  is  both 
well  organized  and  versatile.  Salary  commensu¬ 
rate  with  experience,  housing  and  benefits  pro¬ 
vided.  Send  resume  to:  Staff/Parish,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  200  S.  Lake  Ave.,  Avon  Park, 

FL  33825.  ! 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/Orgamst 

position,  Trinity-First  United  Methodist  Church, 
810  North  Oregon,  El  Paso,  Texas  79902,  (915) 
533-2674.  1500-mcmber  congregation.  Requires 
formal  organ/choral  training,  advanced  degree  in 
organ  performance,  choral  conducting.  Graded 
choral  and  handbell  program.  35  rank,  3  manual, 
Moller.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with 
experience.  Resume/references  to:  Rev.  Charles 
Crutchfield  at  above  address. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com- 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  700- 

member  church.  Salary  dependent  on  experience. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Vernon,  Texas. 
Send  resume  to:  Derrell  Patterson,  Box  1602, 
Vernon,  TX  76385,  or  call  (817)  552-6281. 

PART-TIME  (20  HOURS)  DIRECTOR  OF 

Children’s  Ministry  position  open.  3400-member 
multi-staff  in  DFW  metro.  Background  with  chil¬ 
dren  plus  organizational  skills  required.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  FUMC  530  Elm,  Hurst,  TX  76053  or 
FAX  (817)  282-5867. 

time  for  great  youth  program.  Seeking  spiritually 
mature  person.  Desire  balance  in  spiritual 
growth,  outreach,  and  excitement  for  youth.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  Search  Committee,  Ashford  UMC, 
2201  S.  Dairy  Ashford  Rd.,  Houston,  TX  77077. 
Call  (713)  497-1 146  for  more  information. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  FOR 

Galloway  United  Methodist  Church’s  new  Early 
Childhood  Development  Center  in  Jackson,  MS. 
Bachelor's  degree  in  related  field  required.  Mas¬ 
ters  preferred.  Five  years  child  care  teaching  ex¬ 
perience,  including  two  in  administration, 
required.  For  application  call  (601)  360-1791  ex¬ 
tension  309.  Deadline  for  completed  application: 
February  1 5. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  EDUCATION 

Ministry  for  1 100-member  church.  Send  resume 
(with  salary  requirements  and  professional  refer¬ 
ences)  to:  Rev.  Phillip  A.  Tarman,  FUMC,  533 
Grant,  Loveland,  CO  80537. 

ATTENTION  PASTORS:  $  1 6,000  or  more  could 

be  donated  to  your  church  if  you  sell  400  Chris¬ 
tian  publications  in  one  month!  Welstar  Publica¬ 
tions:  (212) 928-7528. 

PART-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED 

East  Houston  700-member  congregation.  Prefer 
25  +  with  experience.  Resume:  Beverly  Giacone, 
Holy  Trinity  UMC,  1 3207  Orleans,  Houston,  TX 
77015.(713)453-7203. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 
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UMCOR  Earthquake  Relief 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  through  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief,  is  in  southern  California  helping  victims  of  the  earthquake.  If  we  re¬ 
member  the  aid  Louisiana  received  after  Hurricane  Andrew,  we  will  be  gener¬ 
ous  in  our  contributions  to  help  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Los  Angeles 
area. 

Give  through  your  local  church.  Make  the  check  to  the  local  church  and  put 
on  the  check  stub:  “For  earthquake  relief.”  The  local  churches  will  in  return  re¬ 
mit  to  the  Conference  treasurer  all  funds  collected  with  the  Earthquake  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  No  901 330-8. 

To  keep  in  touch  about  needs  of  the  people  in  the  earthquake  area  call  the 
UM  Disaster  Response  number  operated  14  hours  a  day:  1-800-554-8583 


A  Quiet 
Revitalization 

By  Bishop  William  Oden 

There  is  a  quiet  revitalization  going  on  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  specifically  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Signs  are  evi¬ 
dent  throughout  our  state: 

★  Around  2,000  persons  attended  the  recent  VISION  2000  meetings 
in  Lafayette  and  Shreveport. 

★  Giving  is  up  in  our  churches. 

★  Mission  is  becoming  more  important  in  our  congregations. 

★  The  Cabinet  anticipates  fewer  moves  this  conference  year  than  aver¬ 
age  for  the  second  year  in  a  row. 

★  Plans  for  the  Conference  Center  continue  to  move  ahead. 

★  Our  new  congregations  lead  us  in  our  evangelism. 

★  More  and  more  congregations  are  calling  on  our  Conference  staff 
for  assistance. 

★  New  churches  are  being  planned. 

Signs  are  important.  They  are  glimpses  and  hints  about  our  life  to¬ 
gether. 

But  the  true  renewal  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana 
will  come  as  each  member  and  pastor  truly  is  convinced  that  it  does 
make  a  difference  in  life  —  in  this  life  and  the  next  —  whether  a  person 
believes  in  Jesus  Christ  and  is  a  member  of  His  church. 

Let  us  all  pray  and  work  for  such  renewal. 


Some  of  the  members  of  St.  Mark,  Alexandria,  United  Methodist 
Women  are  pictured  as  they  prepared  gift  baskets  of  general  and 
personal  items.  The  baskets  were  given  to  women  and  children  of 
Turning  Point,  a  shelter  for  battered  women  and  their  children. 
FROM  LEFT,  are  Daisy  Larry,  Pearline  Gott,  Jacqueline  Green,  Shar¬ 
on  Antoine  and  Betty  Rainey. 


|udy  Gattis  Smith,  Nurturing  speaker,  and  Rev.  William  Robinson 
Jr.,  Serving  speaker,  make  points  about  their  subjects  at  the  recent 
VISION  2000  training  sessions  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 


Wrong  on  all  three  points!  Nurturing  Congregations  were  informed 
about  three  myths  of  Christian  education.  In  reality,  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  is  for  all  ages  not  just  for  children.  Small  churches  can  have 
vital  education  programs  just  as  large  ones  can.  Christian  education 
can  happen  throughout  the  week  at  the  church  and  in  the  homes  of 
members,  not  just  one  hour  on  Sunday  morning.  Participating  in  a 
skit  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Linda  Pox,  Carolyn  Dove  and  Rev.  Tim  Smith. 


/Iddresc 
Line  ) 


800-874-3211 

FOR  LOCAL  CHURCH  AND 
CLERGY  ADDRESSES 

In  Nashville  742-5455 


Conference  newspaper  kicks-off  annual 
subscription  campaign  in  February 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
Louisiana  United  Methodist,  Con¬ 
ference  newspaper,  begins  its  annu¬ 
al  subscription  drive  the  second 
week  in  February  and  it  will  contin¬ 
ue  into  March.  During  the  cam¬ 
paign,  local  churches  are  asked  to 
encourage  and  accept  new  subscrip¬ 
tions.  Persons  whose  subscriptions 
are  due  are  given  opportunities  to 
renew. 

The  theme,  “We  Love  (with 
hearts  as  the  symbol  for  love)  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist"  is  be¬ 
ing  used.  That  theme  was  chosen 
because  clergy  and  laity  throughout 
the  state  tell  us  they  love  the  paper 
and  are  better  informed  when  they 
read  it  regularly.  Last  year,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  thousands  of  renewals,  the 
paper  had  600  new  subscribers! 

Each  local 
church  is 
asked  to 
have  a  spe¬ 
cial  Louisi¬ 
ana  United 
Methodist  Sunday,  at  their  conve¬ 
nience,  during  February  or  March 
to  inform  prospective,  new  sub¬ 
scribers  about  how  to  get  their  is¬ 
sues  of  the  Conference  newspaper 
started.  Persons  who  subscribe  will 
receive  cards  about  one  month  be¬ 
fore  their  subscriptions  expire  re¬ 
minding  them  to  renew.  If  they 
have  questions,  subscribers  should 
call  the  Conference  office. 

Bulletin  inserts  are  being  mailed  to 
each  clergy  for  use  on  the  special  day. 

$12  per  year 

For  only  $  1 2  per  year,  the  news¬ 
paper  will  be  mailed  to  your  home 


Dr.  Don  Cottrill  Dotty  Bagbey 


or  local  church  each  week!  (It  is  a 
great  deal  for  52  issues  per  year.) 

Our  goal  and  a  desire  expressed 
by  Bishop  William  Oden  is  for  ev¬ 
ery  United  Methodist  household  in 
the  state  to  receive  the  newspaper. 

The  Conference  news  is  on  the 
front  page  except  in  those  churches 
who  have  their  own  local  news  on 
the  front  page.  In  those  cases,  the 
Conference  page  is  the  back  sheet  of 
the  broadsheet  newspaper. 

News  for  the  Conference  page, 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  is  re¬ 
ceived  from  throughout  the  state 
from  United  Methodists,  written 
and  edited  in  Baton  Rouge  at  the 
headquarters  building.  Photos  also 
are  sent  in  from  local  churches. 

Newspaper  personnel 

Dotty  Bagbey,  associate  editor, 
does  the  day-to-day  reporting,  writ¬ 
ing,  editing  and  photography  for  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist.  She 
also  makes  up  the  pages  in  her  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  office  and  sends  the 
news  by  modem  to  Dallas  where  it 
is  printed  and  mailed  out  to  homes 
and  local  churches. 

All  Louisiana  news  and  photos 
should  be  mailed  or  taken  to  Dotty 


Bishop  William  Oden  ludy  Brewer 


Bagbey,  Louisiana  United  Method¬ 
ist,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802;  phone  (504)  346- 
1646,  FAX:  (504)  383-2652. 

Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  as  editor  has  the  final  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  paper’s  content. 
He  also  frequently  writes  articles.  He 
and  Bagbey  confer  weekly  on  forth¬ 
coming  issues,  with  emphasis  on  up¬ 
coming  special  events  or  initiatives 
of  the  church  and  the  Conference. 

Dr.  Cottrill  is  also  a  member  of 
the  executive  board  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

Bishop  William  Oden  is  our  regu¬ 
lar,  featured  columnist  for  the  Con¬ 
ference  edition.  He  inspires, 
encourages,  teaches  and  entertains 
with  his  column.  Frequently  he  asks 
others  in  the  Conference  to  take  his 
spot  in  the  paper  to  promote  some 
of  their  own  special  projects. 

Supplemental  pages 

Judy  Brewer  edits  all  supplemental 
pages  that  appear  inside  the  paper 
concerning  Louisiana  Conference  in¬ 
stitutions.  Because  of  her  promotion 
of  these  pages,  Louisiana  has  more  of 
these  inserts  throughout  the  year  than 


any  other  Conference. 

Brewer  also  handles  subscriptions 
for  the  Conference  newspaper.  Di¬ 
rect  all  questions  about  subscrip¬ 
tions  to  her.  Mail  all  subscriptions 
to:  Judy  Brewer,  Louisiana  United 
Methodist,  ill  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802;  phone, 
504-346-1646. 

Churches  interested  in  having 
their  own  local  church  news  edition 
published  on  the  front  page,  may 
contact  Cottrill  or  Bagbey  who  will 
put  them  in  touch  with  the  persons 
in  Dallas  who  can  advise  them 
about  costs  and  other  details. 
(Many  churches  sell  advertisements 
in  order  to  help  finance  the  page). 

Institutions  or  agencies  desiring 
to  inquire  about  purchasing  supple¬ 
mental  pages  for  news  or  promo¬ 
tions  should  contact  Brewer. 


Inside  pages 

On  the  inside  pages  of  the  news¬ 
paper  each  week  are  national  and 
international  United  Methodist 
news,  ecumenical  religious  articles, 
features  which  often  include  movie 
and  book  reviews. 

Faith  Forum  is  an  editorial  com¬ 
mentary  page  which  includes  the 
three  columns  “Here  I  Stand,”  My 
Witness”  and  “Letters  to  the  Edi¬ 
tor,”  in  which  individuals  through¬ 
out  United  Methodism  can  express 
their  own  opinions  about  issues. 

Although  subscriptions  are  en¬ 
couraged  during  the  special  newspa¬ 
per  campaign,  they  will  be  accepted 
at  any  time  during  the  year. 


Contributions  of  African-Americans 
celebrated  during  black  history  month 


Black  History  Month  is  being  ob¬ 
served  during  February  to  celebrate 
the  historical  contributions  of  Afri¬ 
can-Americans  to  the  worship  life, 
mission  and  ministry  of  the  church. 
Around  the  Louisiana  Conference 
churches  are  observing  the  month 
in  various  ways. 

In  Harvey  UMC  where  Rev.  Mc¬ 
Kinley  Franklin  is  pastor,  a  month¬ 
long  series  will  focus  on  contribu¬ 
tors  to  the  Underground  Railroad 
and  persons  in  the  community  and 
the  churches  who  have  been  active 
in  the  Civil  Rights  Movement. 
Guest  speakers  will  participate. 
“Last  month  we  dealt  with  African- 
American  History  as  part  of  Euro¬ 
pean  and  American  History, 
“Franklin  said.  “We  brought  in  the 
Native  Americans.” 

Last  month  the  church  was  pre¬ 
sented  with  a  general  view  and  this 
month  the  focus  is  to  be  more  spe¬ 
cific. 

“We  know  about  Martin  Luther 
King  and  Booker  T.  Washington, 
but  we  don’t  know  about  those  who 
nurtured  King  and  Washington,” 
Franklin  said. 

Bethany,  New  Orleans 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Fisher,  pastor 
of  Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans, 
said,  “We  have  a  myriad  of  things 
planned.  We  are  going  to  celebrate 
Black  History  Month  in  music, 
preaching  and  activities.  To  inspire 
the  children  and  youth,  we  will 
highlight  prominent,  historic  and 
living  persons  who  have  made  great 
accomplishments.” 

Imaging  in  Black  History  will  be 
done  throughout  the  month  with 
displays.  Members  will  bring  old, 
familiar  artifacts  that  mean  some¬ 
thing  to  them  and  that  are  a  part  of 
black  history. 

Acquanetta  Reiss,  chair  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries  at  Bethany 
and  principal  of  Mahalia  Jackson 
School,  said  several  persons  will  be 
remembered  with  special  music, 
skits,  articles  in  the  newsletters  and 
with  essays.  Children  and  youth  will 
research  the  personalities  to  learn 
more  about  them. 

To  be  highlighted  are  Mahalia 


Jackson,  famous  New  Orleans  gos¬ 
pel  singer  for  whom  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  school  is  named  and  the 
Theater  for  the  Performing  Arts  in 
New  Orleans  was  recently  renamed; 
General  Colin  Powell,  immediate 
past  chairman,  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff; 
Dr.  Mae  C.  Jemison,  first  female 
African-American  astronaut;  Toni 
Morrison,  who  won  the  Nobel  Prize 
for  Literature,  and  Maya  Angelou, 
renowned  poet  whose  poem  was 
presented  at  President  Clinton’s  In¬ 
auguration. 

Also  to  be  highlighted  are  the  Af¬ 
rican-American  Buffalo  Soldiers  of 
World  War  1.  The  Post  Office  De¬ 
partment  has  recently  released 
stamps  to  honor  the  memory  of  the 
soldiers.  Reiss  said. 

On  Feb.  27,  the  Sanctuary  Choir, 
led  by  Barbara  Murray,  directress/ 
musician,  is  to  present  a  program  ti¬ 
tled,  “The  Black  Experience 
Through  Music.” 

In  Welsh 

Rev.  Darlene  Moore-James  is 
planning  an  ecumenical  celebration 
in  Jones  UMC,  Welsh,  on  Friday, 
Feb.  18,  at  7  p.m.  Theme  will  be. 


“Don’t  Sit  Down  and  Wait,  Get  Up 

and  Make  It  Happen.”  A  communi¬ 
ty  choir  will  sing  and  there  will  be 
soul  food  and  fellowship. 

Junior  high  and  senior  highs  will 
compete  in  a  quiz  bowl  about  black 
personalities. 

“The  idea  is  to  give  kids  a  sense  of 
identity  and  self-esteem,”  Moore- 
James  said.  Highlighted  will  be  black 
persons  who  have  played  a  signifi¬ 
cant  part  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Bible. 

“The  Saturday  morning  Bible 
study  will  center  on  black  people 
from  the  Bible,”  she  said. 

“We  emphasize  black  history  all 
year,  not  just  one  month,”  she  add¬ 
ed.  Last  month  the  ecumenical 
Martin  Luther  King  birthday  obser¬ 
vance  was  held  in  St.  Joseph’s  Cath¬ 
olic  Church. 

Emphasized  were  "Understanding 
One’s  Past  to  Plan  for  Our  Future,” 
honoring  men  and  women  of  the 
past,  unifying  not  only  blacks  and 
whites  but  also  Asians  and  other  eth¬ 
nic  Americans.  Also  underscored  was 
the  goal  of  bringing  together  school, 
church  and  business  and  moving 


“Forward  in  Faith." 

Speaker  was  Dr.  Theodore  Pike, 
assistant  professor  at  the  University 
of  New  Orleans,  the  first  person  to 
receive  a  doctorate  degree  from 
Southern.  University. 

On  the  first  day  of  Black  History 
Month,  Moore-James  spoke  at  the 
District  Council  on  Ministries  meet¬ 
ing  in  First  UMC.  Lake  Charles.  She 
emphasized  the  idea  of  celebrating 
who  you  are,  whether  your 
heritage  is  German.  Native  Ameri¬ 
can,  African-American  or  other. 

In  Slidell 

At  Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC  in  Sli¬ 
dell,  the  youth  of  the  church  will  con¬ 
duct  the  morning  worship  service  on 
Feb.  27  when  the  church  will  observe 
Black  JListory  Month,  Rev.  Alonzo 
Campbell,  pastor,  reports. 

They  will  relate  stories  about 
blacks  who  have  made  contribu¬ 
tions  to  society.  The  youths  also 
will  discuss  issues  such  as  the  crime 
problem  in  America,  drug  and  alco¬ 
hol  addiction  and  school  drop-outs. 
Members  will  be  asked  to  sign  com¬ 
mitment  forms  agreeing  to  take  one 
of  the  problems  and  work  on  solv¬ 
ing  it  during  the  coming  year. 


Celebrate  marriage  and  grow  in  love 
enrichment  retreat  set  for  couples 


By  EVELYN  DEICH 

This  February  why  not  give  one 
another  a  lasting  Valentine  —  attend 
the  Celebrating  Marriage  Week¬ 
end  Feb.  25- 
27. 

You  and 
your  spouse 
may  travel  to 
the  romantic 
TraveLodge  on  scenic  Mac  Arthur 
Drive  in  beautiful  Alexandria,  the 
heart  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

There  you  will  meet  with  14  other 
lucky  couples.  You’ll  be  led  by  two 
dynamic  duos  —  clergy  and  spouses 
—  Henry  and  Marilyn  Blount  and 
Jack  and  Mandy  O’Dell.  They  plan 
romance  enhancement  exercises 
and  other  fun  activities  plus  wor¬ 


ship  experiences. 

The  weekend  activities  hold  the 
promise  of  helping  to  make  good 
marriages  even  better. 

Free  evening  out 
Highlights  of  the  weekend  in¬ 
clude  a  special  banquet,  free  eve¬ 
ning  out  for  the  two  of  you  and  a 
celebration  of  the  Holy  Commu¬ 
nion  that  you’ll  never  forget. 

All  this  can  be  yours  for  the  low 
cost  of  $  1 40  per  couple,  thanks  to  a 
grant  from  the  Conference  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  Family  Ministries. 
Fees  cover  the  cost  of  lodging,  note¬ 
books,  meals  and  snacks.  (There 
will  be  no  Friday  night  supper, 
please  eat  before  you  come). 

Hurry,  there  is  limited  registra¬ 
tion  on  a  first-come,  first-served  ba¬ 


sis.  A  non-refundable  $20  deposit  is 
due  along  with  your  registration 
form  by  Feb.  10. 

The  event  will  begin  at  6:30  p.m. 
on  Friday,  Feb.  25,  and  continue 
through  lunch  on  Sunday,  Feb.  27. 

To  register 

Send  $20  registration  checks  pay¬ 
able  to  Grace  UMC,  along  with 
names  of  both  persons,  address, 
home  and  business  phones  and 
number  of  years  married  to:  Rev. 
Jack  O’Dell,  3401  N.  Trenton,  Rus- 
ton,  LA  71270-6918.  The  remaining 
$120  is  due  upon  arrival.  (CEU 
credits  will  be  available). 

For  additional  information  contact 
Dr.  O’Dell  (318)  255-221  1;  Dr. 
Blount,  (318)  473-2203,  or  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Bob  Deich  (318)  235-28 1 4. 
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Asian  Christians'  gift:  a  look  at  ourselves 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

MANILA,  Philippines — Edita  Gamboa,  wife  of  United  Methodist 
Bishop  lose  Gamboa,  presents  a  gift  to  Martha  Page  of  Etters,  Pa., 
during  a  "barrio  fiesta."  Other  Filipinos  gave  U.S.  United  Meth¬ 
odists  a  greater  gift,  however,  by  asking  us  to  see  ourselves  as 
they  see  us  (see  related  editorial  at  left). 


Oh  wad  some  power  the  giftie  gie 

us 

To  see  oursels  as  others  see  us! 

It  wad  frae  monie  a  blunder  free 

us. 

An' foolish  notion. 

— Robert  Burns,  1786 

The  poet’s  familiar  verse  pro¬ 
vides  an  always-timely  reminder 
of  how  difficult  yet  necessary  is 
healthy  self-awareness.  That  goes 
for  groups  as  well  as  individuals. 

For  example,  take  the  recent  as¬ 
sessment  by  United  Methodist 
leaders  in  the  Philippines  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  the  U.S.  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  28).  They  asked: 

Do  U.S.  Christians  uniformly 
treat  us  (that  is,  Christians  outside 
the  U.S.)  as  equal  partners? 

To  which  we  must  honestly  an¬ 
swer:  Probably  not. 

During  a  “listening  event”  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  denomination’s 
ministry  coordinating  agency,  one 
Filipino  member  of  the  church's 
mission  board  put  the  matter  suc¬ 
cinctly: 

“We  don’t  feel  that  we  really  be¬ 
long.” 

We  believe,  as  Robert  Bums  sug¬ 
gested,  that  when  such  poignant 
words  are  spoken  by  one  part  of 
God’s  household  to  another,  some¬ 
body  had  better  be  listening! 

Not  that  we  in  the  U.S.  auto¬ 
matically  need  to  regard  the  Filipi¬ 
no  critique  as  a  blanket 
indictment.  Nothing  says  that,  just 
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because  one  is  from  the  U.S.,  she 
or  he  cannot  have  relationships 
with  non-U.S.  Christians  rooted  in 
mutuality  and  equal  respect. 
Countless  missionaries  and  other 
U.S.  church  workers  around  the 
globe  have  shown  otherwise. 

Two  realities  support  the  idea 
that  we  in  the  U.S.  sometimes  ex¬ 
hibit  attitudes  and  actions  that  be¬ 
tray  less-than-equal  regard  for 
non-U.S.  Christians. 

First  is  our  heritage  as  a  coloniz¬ 
ing  nation.  Ours  is  a  history  of  be¬ 
ing  “in  charge,”  that  is,  of 
expectations  when  on  foreign  soil 
that  we  represent  both  authority 
and  superior  power. 

Second  is  our  deep-seated  self- 
image  of  being  culturally  advanced. 
Consciously  or  unconsciously,  we 
tend  to  measure  all  other  cultures 
against  the  norms  of  Western  civili¬ 
zation,  particularly  the  U.S.  version 
thereof. 

As  we  look  in  the  mirror  our  Fili¬ 
pino  siblings  have  given  us,  we 
should  ask  ourselves  if  the  way  we 
treat  others  reflects  some  sub-Chris¬ 
tian  vestiges  of  our  American  histo¬ 
ry  and  culture  rather  than  the 
Golden  Rule  of  our  faith  (Matthew 
7:12). 

Such  introspection,  by  the  way, 
applies  to  all  of  our  relationships, 


not  just  those  that  cross  interna¬ 
tional  borders. 

Insights  gained  from  the  Philip¬ 
pines  are  a  direct  result  of  inten¬ 
tional  efforts  by  our  denomination 
to  listen  to  what  sisters  and  broth¬ 
ers  around  the  world  are  saying. 


In  these  efforts  to  listen  and  in 
candid  responses  like  those  of¬ 
fered  in  Christian  love  by  the  Fili¬ 
pinos  lies  hope  for  realizing  both 
the  poet’s  dream  and  a  greater 
measure  of  our  faith’s  vision  that 
we  “may  all  be  one”  (John  17:21). 


'This  little  church' 
showed  me  God's  love 


By  SANDY  PECK 

When  I  was  bom,  this  little  church 
was  here.  As  1  was  growing  up,  this 
little  church  was  here.  I  rode  by  it  all 
the  time.  But,  it  wasn’t  my  church. 

The  little  church  was  here,  looking 
out  on  a  two  lane  street  and  a  very 
flat  bridge.  Mr.  Dangler  was  post¬ 
master.  (He  knew  everybody).  Mrs. 
Curry  had  the  only  supermarket  and 
you  could  charge  your  groceries — not 
with  MasterCard  or  Visa,  but  by 
signing  on  a  tablet  that  she  bought  at 
the  5-  and  10-cent  store. 

I  would  come  to  services  when  1 
could  spend  the  night  with  some¬ 
body  who  belonged.  But,  this  wasn’t 
my  church. 

As  I  grew,  the  town  grew  too.  We 
got  a  wider  street  and  a  higher 
bridge  that  opened  up  all  the  time 
and  kept  cars  backed  up  on  Sundays 
in  front  of  this  little  church. 

The  church  had  grown,  too. 

I  came  to  this  little  church  for 
weddings  and  funerals,  but  it  wasn’t 
my  church. 

I  graduated  from  college,  got  a 
house  in  town,  and  had  a  little  girl 
named  Wendi.  Wendi  grew,  the 
town  grew,  and  the  little  church 
grew  too.  But,  it  wasn’t  my  church. 

One  day  Wendi  said  she  wanted 
to  go  to  that  little  church  because  all 
her  friends  were  there.  And  so,  we 
came.  We  came  every  Sunday  and 
every  Sunday  night.  But,  it  wasn’t 
my  church. 

I  made  friends  here.  When  Wendi 
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and  I  came,  we  always  found  some 
body  to  sit  with  and  somebody  whi 
was  glad  we  came.  Wendi  said  i 
wasn’t  like  those  big  churches.  Yo\ 
were  a  name  and  not  a  number.  Sb 
said  she  knew  they  wanted  her  here 
She  said  it  was  her  church. 

And  then  I  realized,  it  was  m; 
church,  too.  It  was  a  close-knit  fam 
ily  where  everybody  helped  ani 
really  cared  for  everybody  else,  no 
just  on  Sundays,  but  every  day. 

Someday  I  hope  Wendi  will  b 
married  in  this  little  church.  Some 
day  I  guess  I’ll  be  buried  from  this  hi 
tie  church — because  it’s  my  church. 

Chapman’s  Dry  Goods  is  gon 
now.  So  are  Mrs.  Curry’s  store  an 
the  Texaco  station,  Mrs.  Sayer’ 
Drug  Store,  and  the  bait  store.  Eve 
the  drawbridge  is  gone  now.  But  thi 
little  church  is  still  here. 

Wendi  says  it’s  because  we  don 
just  leam  the  Bible  here.  We’re  livin 
it  by  sharing  God’s  love  with  th 
friends  we  have  in  this  little  church. 


I'm  amazed  at  the  'not  secret'  closed  church  meeting 


I  read  in  the  Jan.  14  issue  of  the 
Reporter  that  an  “ad  hoc”  meeting 
titled  “Consulta¬ 
tion  on  the  Future 
of  the  United 
Methodist  Church” 
is  slated  April  5-6 
in  Atlanta. 

Of  peculiar  inter¬ 
est  is  the  fact  that 
the  Rev.  Maxie  MaxieDunnam 
Dunnam  and  other  organizers: 

1)  Decline  to  give  names  of  par¬ 
ticipants; 

2)  Desire  invitation-only  atten¬ 
dance; 

3)  Wouldn’t  offer  the  names  of 
the  meeting’s  keynote  speakers; 

4)  Will  not  be  promoting  the 
event  through  advance  publicity  or 
any  press  statements;  and 

5)  Would  not  name  the  specific 
issues  to  be  discussed. 

In  the  same  breath,  Dr.  Dunnam 
declared  the  meeting  “could  be  one  of 
the  most  important  gatherings  this 
century  in  the  life  of  our  denomina¬ 
tion,”  and  that  no  secrecy  is  involved. 

I  am  both  amazed  and  amused  that 
such  a  meeting  so  obviously  designed 
to  be  a  selective,  closed-door  affair 
could  be  anything  but  secretive. 

If  Dr.  Dunnam  and  others  are  seri- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Pontius'  Puddle 


ous  about  reforming  our  denomina¬ 
tion  from  within,  they  must  realize 
such  a  meeting  is  by  its  nature 
counterproductive  in  that  it  breeds 
more  distrust. 

I  can  only  speculate  as  to  how  the 
co-leaders  pick  and  choose  who  is  in 
and  who  is  not.  Who  will  represent 
women  and  ethnic  minority  leaders 
at  this  “ungathering?”  Will  there  be 
people  who  hold  various  views  on 
relevant  topics,  or  is  this  to  be  only 
for  those  who  “think  like  us?” 

Oh,  I’m  sorry.  I  forget.  I  am  not 
supposed  to  know.  I  was  not  invit¬ 
ed.  Better  check  my  mailbox  one 
more  time! 

J.  Van  Dickens 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 


HI,  PONTIUS. 
HOW'D  YOUR 

SUNDAY  School 
DISCUSSION 

CrO  T 


GPEfVT1.  r  EXPOSED  THREE 
MISCONCEPTIONS,  SCUTTLED  TWO 
SHALLOW  CONVICTIONS, 

AND  CRUSHED  ONE 
INDIVIDUALS  ENTIRE 
BELIEF  SVSTEM.  p, 

//ii 


I  can  hardly  wait 

1  can  hardly  wait  anymore  for 
Fridays  to  come  round.  That’s  De¬ 
livery  Day  for  the  Reporter! 

The  paper  grows  ever  better,  par¬ 
ticularly  with  the  Jan.  14  issue: 
< f  Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  draws 


a  false  analogy  concerning  the 
Klan’s  right  to  expound  its  “truth” 
(the  Klan  only  spreads  disease,  nev¬ 
er  the  truth); 

/  Retired  bishop  Earl  Hunt 
shrieks  “heresy!”  at  the  Re-Imagin- 
ing  conclave,  and 

/  Good  News — the  Right  Wing 
of  the  Republican  Party  at  prayer — 
denounces  the  whole  matter  as  a 
dreadful  errancy. 

Certainly  these  happenings  and 
the  controversy  surrounding  them 
prove  the  falsity  of  the  old  claim 
that  “God  is  dead.”  Quite  the  con¬ 
trary,  dynamics  are  truly  at  work  in 


the  church! 


William  A.  Weinrich 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 


Much  to  ponder 

The  letter  titled  “Pernicious  PC” 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  7)  gave  me  much  to 
ponder.  1,  too  “seek  a  church  which 
focuses  on  a  personal  relationship 
with  God  . . .” 

In  that  search,  the  Bible  gives  me 
many  examples  of  Jesus’  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  God’s  will  for  us.  Jesus  al¬ 
ways  called  us  to  love  and  care  for 
our  neighbor,  which  includes  all 
people,  regardless  of  economic  con- 


UMC's  renewal  rests  on  our  forebears'  legacy 


By  MARK  TOOLEY 


Recently  I  attended  a  family  re¬ 
union  set  amid  the  rolling  hills  and 
bluegrass  of  southwest  Virginia,  in  a 
small  town  called  Lebanon. 

More  than  200  descendants  of 
William  Gilmore,  an  18th  century 
Scotch-Irish  pioneer,  gathered  along 
Little  Cedar  Creek,  where  Gilmore 
fathered  11  of  his  21  children  in  a 
log  cabin.  Eating  hamburgers  and 
hot  dogs,  my  cousins  recalled  more 
than  two  centuries  of  family  history 
in  America. 

Although  a  myriad  of  regions,  dia¬ 
lects,  occupations,  and  educational 
backgrounds  were  represented,  near¬ 
ly  everyone  at  the  reunion  was  a 
Methodist,  largely  thanks  to  Gil¬ 
more’s  legacy. 

Gilmore  had  been  Presbyterian 
but  lacked  a  local  place  of  worship 
in  his  then  remote,  mountainous  re- 


Here  I  Stand 


Mark  Tooley 
attends  Pender 
United  Methodist 
Church,  Fairfax , 
Virginia  (Virginia 
Annual 
Conference). 


gion.  Like  so  many  others  on  the 
edge  of  the  wilderness,  he  was 
reached  with  the  Gospel  by  daring 
Wesleyan  circuit  riders  in  the  late 
1700’s.  Francis  Asbury,  Method¬ 
ism’s  first  American  bishop,  record¬ 
ed  in  his  journal  that  he  travelled 
through  Gilmore’s  area.  Although  a 
farmer  with  more  than  4,000  acres, 


Gilmore  became  a  Methodist  pastor 
sometime  after  1 800. 

Thanks  to  Methodist  circuit  rid¬ 
ers  and  their  appeal  for  frontiers¬ 
men  like  Gilmore,  American 
Methodists  between  1800  and  1825 
increased  five  fold,  from  almost 
64,000  to  more  than  335,000.  Presi¬ 
dent  William  Henry  Harrison,  him¬ 
self  a  Virginian,  wrote  of  these 
circuit  riders:  “I  have  been  a  wit¬ 
ness  of  their  conduct  in  the  western 
country  for  nearly  40  years.  They 
are  men  whom  no  labor  tires,  no 
scene  disgusts,  no  danger  frightens 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duty.” 

American  Methodism  during 
these  early  years,  even  in  the  South, 
opposed  slavery.  In  obedience  to  his 
faith,  William  Gilmore  freed  his 
slaves,  said  to  be  worth  $40,000.  He 
escorted  them  to  the  free  state  of 
Ohio  and  supplied  each  with  a  wag¬ 
on  load  of  provisions. 


William  named  a  son  Wesley  and 
three  of  his  sons  became  Methodist 
ministers.  Believing  in  public  ser¬ 
vice,  William  served  as  presiding 
justice  of  the  county,  sheriff  and 
surveyor.  He  remained  active  in 
both  his  church  and  his  community 
until  his  death  at  age  74  in  1841. 

On  his  tombstone  is  inscribed 
Revelation  14:13:  “And  I  heard  a 
voice  from  Heaven  say  unto  me, 
Write  blessed  are  the  dead  which 
died  in  the  Lord,  from  henceforth; 
yea  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may 
rest  from  their  labours,  and  their 
works  do  follow  them.” 
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If  we  as  a  church  are  to  be  re¬ 
newed,  we  should  reflect  on  the  zeal 
and  success  of  our  Methodist  fore- 
bearers,  whose  faith,  sacrifices  and 
sense  of  duty  spawned  a  great  church 
and  profoundly  shaped  our  nation. 


FOR  SOtAE  PEOPLE, 
RkLlOrlOM  VS  A 
CONTACT  SPORT1. 


dition,  geographic  location,  sexual 
orientation  or  racial  identity. 

In  other  words,  unconditional 
love  and  care  is  the  theme  of  Jesus’ 
teachings,  especially  in  the  parable 
of  the  Good  Samaritan,  and  we  are 
mandated  to  “go  and  do  likewise.” 

Because  we,  as  Christians,  need 
to  work  on  these  issues,  we  must 
stand  up  and  labor  to  bring  to  pass 
these  concerns  for  all  God’s  people. 

Sheila  Burris 
Deerfield,  Illinois 


When  William  was  bom  shortly 
before  the  American  Revolution, 
Methodism,  had  been  an  obscure 
sect.  By  his  death,  it  was  becoming 
America’s  largest  church. 


President  Ulysses  Grant  30  years 
later  would  comment  that  Ameri¬ 
cans  were  divided  into  three  groups: 
Republicans,  Democrats  and  Meth¬ 
odists.  For  decades  to  come,  Meth¬ 
odism  was  America’s  leading  force 
for  Christ  and  for  social  renewal. 


Shame  on  the  bishop! 

Shame  on  Bishop  Earl  Hunt  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  14)! 

What’s  he  going  to  do — get  out 
his  guillotine?  And  just  when  1 
thought  that  United  Methodism 
was  becoming  a  little  relevant! 

Poor  gentle  Jesus.  Bishop  Hunt’s 
hate-filled  rhetoric  and  intolerance 
violate  every  word  that  Jesus  taught. 

Unless  United  Methodism  can 
broaden  its  appeal  to  a  more  en¬ 
lightened  and  educated  populace  by 
including  the  feminine,  it  will  fail. 

Anne  Wheeler 
Houston,  Texas 


Superb  job! 

I  am  writing  to  acknowledge  the 
superb  reporting  job  Cynthia  B.  As¬ 
tle  did  on  the  Class  Leader  stories 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  24). 

Her  articles  stated  soundly  and 
with  the  grace  of  the  storyteller  the 
importance  of  the  office  of  Class 
Leader.  Polly  and  Ernie  Teagle  are 
truly  an  example  of  the  best  of 
United  Methodist  laity  and  she  cap¬ 
tured  that  essence. 

Ms.  Astle’s  stories  must  have  spo¬ 
ken  to  many  others  as  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  more  than  50  letters  of  inquiry 
and  interest  as  a  result  of  them. 

Phyllis  Tyler-Wayman 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


Today,  American  Methodism  is 
losing  more  than  1,000  members  a 
week.  I  am  a  United  Methodist  to¬ 
day  largely  because  of  the  powerful 
legacy  of  a  Methodist  convert  of 
200  years  ago. 


What  others 
are  saying 


“If  we  reduce  the  concepts  and 
images  of  God  to  fit  the  size  ol 
our  shriveling  language  skills,  we 
will  abet  that  semi-literate  but  to¬ 
tally  reckless  sequel,  ‘Honey,  1 
Shrunk  the  Lord.’  ” 

— The  Rev.  Robert  John  Ver- 
steeg,  writing  in  “Worship  Arts’’ 
magazine. 


“We  Christians  can’t  afford  to 
waste  time  and  energy  attacking 
the  Christians  who  disagree  with 
us.  We  need  to  be  ministering  to 
the  world  instead.” 

— Barbara  Wendland  in  hei 
newsletter,  “Connections.” 


“Without  the  Spirit,  formal  pi' 
ety  is  sterile  and  frustrating,  foi 
none  of  us  can  achieve  authentii 
happiness  by  our  own  efforts 
But  if  we  live  in  the  Spirit,  wt 
surpass  the  requirements  of  th( 
law  through  the  free  grace  Got 
offers  us  in  the  death  and  resur 
rection  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

— Canadian  Anglican  laymai 
Stuart  Brown  in  “One  World,’ 
the  magazine  of  the  World  Coun 
cil  of  Churches. 


“There  is  a  time  and  a  seasoi 
for  everything:  a  time  to  give  mon 
ey  and  a  time  to  cease  giving  mon 
ey.  The  last  time  I  was  asked  fo 
money  by  a  street  panhandler, 
instinctively  bought  him  luncl 
and  listened  to  his  story.  I  felt  thi 
was  the  most  loving  thing  1  couli 
do. ...  I  suspect  that  it  is  our  pei 
sonal  involvement,  often  at  som 
emotional  risk,  that  gives  us  ; 
greater  glimpse  into  the  heart  o 
God  for  these  people.” 

— Keith  Wasserman,  executiv 
director.  Good  Works  Inc.,  Ath 
ens  Ohio. 


Know  your  Bible 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — be 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 


“Jesus  Christ  is  the  same  yest 
day  and  today  and  forever.” 


Book 


Chapter 


Vi 


Editor’s  Note:  Dr.  Tyler-Wayman 
oversees  the  Class  Leaders  program 
for  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 


(Last  week's  answer  Psalms  19:1) 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Address  letters  for 
publication  to  ", Letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
I'.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275,  or  fax  letters  to  214- 
6 30-0079. 


Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  6 

Sunday:  Psalms  147:1-6 
Monday:  Psalms  147:7-1 1, 20c 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  40:2 1-26 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  40:27-3 1 
Thursday:  1  Corinthians  9:16-18 
Friday:  1  Corinthians  9:19-23 
Saturday:  Mark  1:29-39 
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HEADED  FOR  'BIBLE  AREA':  The 

World  Council  of  Churches  has  set  the  next 
meeting  of  its  policymaking  Central  Commit¬ 
tee  for  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  late  September 
1995.  Committee  member  Maxine  Garrett  of 
The  Moravian  Church  based  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  said  the  WCC  will  be  coming  to  a  “Bible- 
based”  area,  unlike  New  York,  California  “or 
what  most  people  overseas  think  of  when  they 
think  of  America.” 


HELP  WITH  ELECTIONS:  The  World 

Council  of  Churches  is  urging  its  member 
churches  to  help  South  Africa  in  its  historic  ef¬ 
fort  to  hold  its  first  non-racial  elections  “un¬ 
hampered  by  violence”  April  27-29.  Churches 
are  being  challenged  to  provide  the  bulk  of  the 
30,000  international  election  and  peacekeeping 
monitors. 


GERMANS  HELP  L.A  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  Berlin,  Germany,  sister  city  to  Los  An¬ 
geles,  took  a  special  offering  during  worship 
services  Jan.  30  to  assist  with  earthquake  relief 
efforts  in  the  California  city.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Berlin  has  1 5  churches 
and  operates  two  senior  city  hospitals,  five  re¬ 
tirement  homes  and  a  preschool. 


QUAKE  HELP:  Leaders  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA 
sent  a  pastoral  letter  last  week  to  express  their 
concern  to  earthquake  victims  in  southern  Cal¬ 
ifornia.  In  addition  to  offering  prayers,  the  let¬ 
ter  from  the  Rev.  Gordon  Sommers,  NCC 
president,  and  the  Rev.  Joan  Brown  Campbell, 
chief  executive,  pledged  $500,000  in  aid  and 
appealed  to  the  NCC’s  33  member  denomina¬ 
tions  to  contribute  toward  the  effort.  A  Church 
World  Service  Disaster  Response  Team  has 
been  dispatched  to  assess  how  churches  can  re¬ 
spond  to  effects  of  the  Jan.  1 7  quake. 

CELEBRATION:  The  World  Council  of 
Churches’  1 50-member  policymaking  Central 
Committee  opened  its  recent  meeting  in  Jo¬ 
hannesburg,  South  Africa,  in  a  joyful  service  at 
the  Central  Methodist  Mission.  The  service, 
the  committee’s  first  in  South  Africa,  celebrat¬ 
ed  the  role  of  churches  in  ending  the  apartheid 
system  in  South  Africa. 


WORLD  METHODIST  COUNCIL  PHOTO 

Treasurer  elected 

BOMBAY,  India — Dr.  lames  W.  Holsinger 
Jr.,  a  well-known  United  Methodist  layman 
and  author,  receives  his  badge  of  office  from 
the  Rev.  Donald  English,  president,  after  Dr. 
Holsinger's  election  as  treasurer  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council.  Dr.  Holsinger  suc¬ 
ceeds  U.S.  District  Court  Judge  Ewing  Wer- 
lein  of  Houston,  who  resigned  because  of  the 
press  of  his  judicial  duties.  Dr.  Holsinger,  a 
physician,  was  Undersecretary  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Veterans'  Affairs  until  Sep¬ 
tember,  when  he  became  administrator  of 
the  Veterans'  Hospital  in  Lexington,  Ky. 


WCC  conclave  hails,  decries  bishop's  words 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

JOHANNESBURG— United 
Methodist  Bishop  Melvin  Tal¬ 
bert  (San  Francisco  Area)  drew 
praise  and  criticism  for  remarks 
he  made  regarding  women,  sexu¬ 
al  ethics  and  condoms  during  the 
45th  Central  Committee  meeting 
of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  Jan.  20-28. 

Many  of  his  150  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  colleagues  cheered  when 
Bishop  Talbert  told  a  plenary  on 
women’s  issues  that  it  was  his  job 
to  “confront  heterosexuals  who 
abuse  their  positions  of  authority 
in  the  church  against  women.” 

Sexual  misconduct  in  the 
churches  is  a  form  of  violence 
against  women,  he  said. 

Set  out  morality 

In  a  later  plenary.  Bishop  Tal¬ 
bert  urged  church  leaders  not  to 
be  judgmental  about  people’s 
sexual  behavior  or  use  of  con¬ 
doms  but  to  talk  with  them  and 
set  out  the  church’s  moral  teach- 


Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert 
. . .  spoke  to  WCC  gathering 

ing  on  sexuality.  He  said  he  does 
just  that  when  he  spends  a  week¬ 
end  each  year  with  youths  about 
to  be  confirmed. 

But,  he  added,  ”1  also  need  to 


walk  with  them  in  the  realities  of 
life.  I  tell  them  if  they  find  them¬ 
selves  in  impossible  situations  in 
which  they  can’t  live  up  to  the 
church’s  ideals,  use  the  condom.” 

Anglican  Bishop  Drexel  Go¬ 
mez  of  Nassau,  Bahamas,  said  he 
was  pained  to  hear  Christian 
leaders  calling  for  a  suspension 
of  moral  judgement  for  fear  of 
the  transmission  of  HIV/AIDS. 

He  said  he  hoped  churches 
would  transmit  a  better  moral  vi¬ 
sion  to  youth,  noting  that  "there 
are  instances  when  we  adults  in 
our  efforts  to  help  young  people, 
can  do  them  a  lot  of  harm.” 

Bishop  Gomez  said  that  the 
Third  World  is  dominated  by 
North  American  culture,  espe¬ 
cially  soap  operas  in  which  “im¬ 
moral  conduct”  is  the  thread. 

United  Methodist  Janice  Love, 
a  professor  at  the  University  of 
South  Carolina  and  a  WCC  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee  member,  said 
churches  have  to  face  issues  that 
divide  them — “like  sex” — if  they 


are  ever  to  achieve  unity. 

Topic  played  role 

Indeed  the  topic  played  a  larg¬ 
er  role  at  the  Johannesburg  meet¬ 
ing  than  veterans  recalled  from 
any  prior  WCC  gathering. 

Youth  adviser  Simon  Moglia, 
27,  of  Australia’s  Uniting 
Church,  dared  to  raise  the  sub¬ 
ject  and  asked  his  colleagues  to 
face  it  even  though  it  “leaves  us 
vulnerable.” 

He  said  the  WCC  must  “dia¬ 
logue,  theologize  and  do  our  soci¬ 
ology  together  with  youths,  with 
gays  and  lesbians,  with  people 
whose  cultures  practice  polyga¬ 
my,  with  those  who  visit  prosti¬ 
tutes,  with  the  vast  users  and 
abusers  of  sex.” 

Press  reports  about  harassment 
of  gays  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe, 
reached  the  meeting  the  day  be¬ 
fore  the  WCC  chose  that  city  as 
the  sight  of  its  eighth  Assembly 
in  1998. 

The  gathering  will  mark  the 


council’s  50th  anniversary.  The 
Zimbabwe  capital  won  over  Am¬ 
sterdam,  where  the  council  was 
organized  in  1948,  by  a  vote  of 
70  to  41. 

A  Jan.  24  article  in  the  inde¬ 
pendent  Daily  Gazette  of  Harare 
reported  that  Zimbabwe  police 
have  decided  to  suppress  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  that  Interior  Minis¬ 
ter  Dumiso  Dabengwa  considers 
it  a  crime. 

Journalists  covering  the  WCC 
gathering  in  Johannesburg  asked 
Zimbabwe  Council  of  Churches 
officials  how  the  church  there  felt 
about  reported  repression  of  gays. 

“The  church  in  Zimbabwe  is 
very  clear  on  this,”  said  the  Rev. 
Jonath  Siyachitema,  Zimbabwe 
Council  of  Churches  president. 
“Homosexuality  is  a  sin,  and  the 
government  is  acting  in  accord 
with  the  law.” 

Ms.  Lefevere,  a  freelance  writ¬ 
er  from  Tenafly,  NJ.,  writes  fre¬ 
quently  for  the  Reporter. 


Methodist  bishop  works  for  peace  in  South  Africa 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

JOHANNESBURG— Though 
they  hail  from  different  centuries 
and  different  continents  and  their 
skin  colors  are  different,  John 
Wesley  and  the  Rev.  M.  Stanley 
Mogoba  have  pointed  their  com¬ 
pass  at  the  same  star:  poor  and 
forgotten  people. 

Like  Wesley,  the  presiding  bish¬ 
op  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa  tries  to  keep  his 
focus  on  salvation  and  to  move 
the  Gospel  message  to  the  working 
poor  of  South  Africa’s  bursting  ur¬ 
ban  areas,  the  unemployed  of  its 


settlements  and  townships,  the  ru¬ 
ral  poor  of  Natal  and  KwaZulu- 
land  who  exist  without  running 
water,  sanitation  or  electricity. 

When  he  visits  his  sprawling 
conference — which  includes  1 3  di¬ 
oceses  with  1 3  bishops  in  South  Af¬ 
rica,  Mozambique,  Lesotho, 
Botswana,  Namibia  and  Swazi¬ 
land — his  reputation  precedes  him. 

He  has  not  won  the  Nobel 
Peace  Prize — not  yet — but  he 
was  the  first  to  suggest  a  national 
peace-keeping  force  to  which 
10,000  persons  are  being  trained 
to  help  cope  with  South  Africa’s 
escalating  violence  and  crime. 


With  the  help  of  Nobel  Peace 
Laureate  Desmond  Tutu,  Bishop 
Mogoba  was  able  to  broker  a 
meeting  between  African  Nation¬ 
al  Congress  President  Nelson 
Mandela  and  Zulu  Chief  Mango- 
suthu  Buthelezi,  head  of  the  rival 
Inkatha  Freedom  Party. 

At  the  recent  opening  worship 
of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  Central  Committee 
meeting,  Bishop  Mogoba  credit¬ 
ed  the  WCC’s  25-year-old  Pro¬ 
gram  to  Combat  Racism  with 
waging  “a  relentless  campaign” 
that  has  cajoled  South  Africa 
into  holding  its  first  free  non-ra¬ 


cial,  multi-party  elections  in  late 
April. 


Ever  the 

peace  prelate. 
Bishop  Mogoba 
delivered  a 
homily  before 
some  300 

at  Johan¬ 
nesburg’s  Cen- 
Stanley  Mogoba  tral  Methodist 
Mission,  urging  the  WCC  to 
launch  a  new  campaign  to  com¬ 
bat  war  and  violence. 

It  was  reported  that  recent  ra¬ 
cial  violence  in  Durban  has 
caused  destruction  of  two  Meth¬ 


odist  churches  there. 

At  Durban’s  Guga  Congrega¬ 
tion  the  pastor  does  not  know 
where  his  people  are  or  where  his 
steward  and  lay  leaders  have 
gone,  but  he  suspects  they’ve  fled 
because  of  terror  and  fear  in  the 
city.  Durban  is  said  to  be  experi¬ 
encing  the  fastest  urbanization  in 
the  world  save  for  Los  Angeles. 

But  with  so  few  churches  for 
some  2  million  South  African 
members,  many  Methodists  drift 
away  from  the  church  when  they 
are  forced  to  move  to  other  areas 
and  discover  no  church  there. 


Los  Angeles  churches  regroup  after  quake  damage 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO  BY  DON  SMAU 

NORTHRIDGE,  Calif. — Under  the  eye  Joan  Coston,  center,  a  member  of  Northridge  United 
Methodist  Church,  Los  Angeles  County  building  safety  inspectors  issue  passes  to  residents  of 
Northridge  Meadows  apartments  so  they  can  retrieve  their  belongings  from  collapsed  build¬ 
ings.  Residents  of  several  nearby  apartment  buildings  damaged  by  the  )an.  17  earthquake  were 
able  to  receive  information  and  assistance  at  the  church. 


By  DON  SMALL 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

LOS  ANGELES— At  St. 
John’s  in  the  Valley  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Canoga 
Park,  Calif.,  15  members  “lost 
just  about  everything  they  had” 
during  the  Jan.  17  earthquake, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Richard  Augustine,  pastor. 

The  church  itself  lost  a  glass 
front  and  a  lot  of  plaster.  But 
that  didn’t  slow  down  the  congre¬ 
gation. 

“We  had  a  great  Spirit-filled 
service  Sunday  in  the  fellowship 
hall,  and  we’re  going  to  build  ev¬ 
erything  up  again,”  Mr.  Augus¬ 
tine  said. 

Tales  of  damage,  loss,  recovery 
and  rededication  abounded  when 
35  clergy  of  the  Santa  Barbara 
District  gathered  Jan.  25  at 
Northridge  church.  The  district, 
hardest  hit  in  the  California-Pa¬ 
cific  Annual  (regional)  Confer¬ 
ence,  includes  the  stricken  San 
Fernando  Valley  north  of  down¬ 
town  Los  Angeles. 

“This  is  a  time  to  come  togeth¬ 
er  as  a  family,”  said  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  the  Rev.  Brandon 
Cho  as  he  convened  the  gather¬ 
ing.  “We  belong  to  each  other.” 

The  best  news  was  that  no  one 
among  the  congregations  was  se¬ 
riously  injured  in  the  earthquake. 

“Five  families  were  forced  out 
of  their  homes;  none  hurt,”  said 
the  Rev.  Gary  Alan  Dickey  of 
Canoga  Park  First.  “My  John 


United  Methodists  church¬ 
wide — including  a  six  member  di¬ 
saster  response  team — have  been 
mobilized  into  action.  Gifts  to  as¬ 
sist  earthquake  victims  can  be 
made  to  Advance  No.  901330-8. 


Wesley  bust  fell  over  and  broke 
off  his  nose  and  an  ear.  I  set  him 
back  up  with  a  sign  that  says, 
‘Survived  the  ’94  earthquake.’  ” 

Three  families  at  Pacoima 
church  in  El  Mesias  lost  their 
homes,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Castro.  The  parsonage  of 
Knollwood  church  in  Granada 
Hills  lost  a  chimney  and  a  wall. 
The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Anne  M. 
Rosebrock,  is  living  in  a  mobile 
home. 

"Some  of  our  neighborhoods 
look  like  bombs  went  off,”  she 
said. 

The  friendship  hall  at  First 
church  in  San  Fernando  is  being 
used  as  Red  Cross  regional  head¬ 
quarters,  according  to  the  Rev. 
James  Wesley  Beebee. 

“The  typical  family  in  our 
church  found  that  its  whole 
house  got  dumped  on  the  floor 
and  had  to  be  shoveled  in  the 
trash  can,”  said  the  Rev.  Emma 
Moore-Kochlacs  of  First  church. 
Reseda.  “So  just  helping  people 
put  lives  back  together  is  going  to 
be  our  focus  right  now." 

The  church  itself  has  a  dam¬ 
aged  south  wall  and  will  need  re¬ 
plastering,  she  added. 

At  the  church  in  Chatsworth, 
one  family  lost  everything.  “The 


church  is  ‘yellow-tagged’  (limited 
entry).  The  stained-glass  win¬ 
dows  are  gone;  part  of  the  ceiling 
is  down;  and  every  pew  but  one 
was  turned  over,"  said  the  Rev. 
Marvin  L.  Kennon.  “We  had 


worship  Sunday  in  the  social 
hall." 

Dr.  Cho  emphasized  that  the 
pastors  must  care  for  themselves 
and  their  families  even  as  they  deal 
with  church  repairs  and  the  needs 


of  parishioners  and  neighbors. 

Mr.  Small  is  a  field  staff  coor¬ 
dinator  for  United  Methodist 
Communications,  for  the  West¬ 
ern  lurisdiction,  based  in  Phoe¬ 
nix,  Ariz. 


Newhouse  acquires  Religious  News  Service  from  UMR 


"We  concluded  that  we  need  what 
Religious  News  Service  provides  but 
that  we  do  not  need  to  own  the 
service.  Newhouse  has  a  vision  for 
the  service  consistent  with  ours  and 
the  resources  to  expand  it  far  more 
than  we  ever  could." 

—Publisher  Ronald  P.  Patterson 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

DALLAS — The  New  York-based 
Religious  News  Service  (RNS),  a 
60-year-old  interfaith  news  service, 
is  being  sold  by  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter  to  Newhouse  News  Ser¬ 
vice,  a  subsidiary  of  Advance 
Publications. 

The  sale  was  announced  Jan.  26 
by  officials  of  the  Reporter,  which 
has  owned  RNS  since  1983.  Terms 
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were  not  disclosed. 

The  Rev.  Judy  Weidman,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  who  has  headed  Reli¬ 
gious  News  Service  since  1984,  will 
remain  with  the  service,  according 
to  the  announcement. 

By  July  3 1  Newhouse  will  assume 
control  of  Religious  News  Service 
and  move  operations  from  New 
York  City’s  Interchurch  Center  to 
Washington. 

Established  in  1934,  Religious 


News  Service  provides  stories  and 
photos  of  religious  events  and  de¬ 
velopments  around  the  world,  along 
with  reports  on  the  spiritual  ele¬ 
ment  of  many  secular  news  stories. 
These  stories  and  photos  are  dis¬ 
tributed  to  more  than  200  clients 
five  days  a  week.  The  client  list  in¬ 
cludes  both  religious  and  secular 
publications  and  news  outlets. 

Religious  News  Service  dispatches 
and  features  are  also  sold  and  elec¬ 
tronically  distributed  to  secular  news 
organizations  by  The  New  York 
Times  Syndicate.  Under  the  new 
ownership,  the  Dallas-based  Report¬ 
er  will  continue  to  print  and  distrib¬ 
ute  Religious  News  Service  releases 
by  mail  to  other  subscribers. 

“Religious  News  Service  has  a 
sterling  reputation  for  indepen¬ 
dence  and  integrity  in  reporting, 
and  we  plan  to  continue  that  tradi¬ 
tion  and  enhance  it,"  said  New¬ 
house  executive  Deborah  Howell. 

“The  historic  mission  of  Reli¬ 


gious  News  Service  has  been  to 
serve  the  religious  press,  and  we 
have  every  intention  of  continuing 
that  mission,”  she  added. 

As  the  Reporter  looked  at  future 
strategies,  Publisher  Ronald  P. 
Patterson  said,  “We  concluded  that 
we  need  what  Religious  News  Ser¬ 
vice  provides  but  that  we  do  not 
need  to  own  the  service.  Newhouse 
has  a  vision  for  the  service  consis¬ 
tent  with  ours  and  the  resources  to 
expand  it  far  more  than  we  ever 


could." 

The  Reporter,  owned  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications 
Council  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico, 
took  ownership  of  Religious  News 
Service  in  1983  from  the  National 
Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews. 
That  interfaith  body  had  started 
Religious  News  Service  and  subsi¬ 
dized  it  for  49  years. 

“During  the  past  10  years,  Judy 
Weidman  has  led  an  outstanding  ef¬ 
fort  to  build  Religious  News  Service 


into  a  modem,  highly  respected 
news  organization,"  Dr.  Patterson 
said.  “She  deserves  the  credit  for 
making  Religious  News  Service 
what  it  is  today.” 

In  November,  communications 
council  directors  authorized  the  sale 
of  Religious  News  Service  and  stipu¬ 
lated  that  income  from  the  transac¬ 
tion  would  help  finance  construction 
of  a  new  home  for  the  Reporter.  Dr. 
Patterson  explained  that  this  in  ef¬ 
fect  replenishes  Reporter  reserves, 
which  provided  funds  to  buy  Reli¬ 
gious  News  Service  in  1983. 

The  Reporter  publishes  four  na¬ 
tionally  circulated  religious  newspa¬ 
pers  with  a  combined  circulation  of 
more  than  400,000.  It  also  prints 
newspapers  for  several  other  denomi¬ 
nations  and  provides  special  creative 
and  printing  services  to  religious  insti¬ 
tutions  and  agencies  nationwide. 

Newhouse  News  Service  serves  26 
Newhouse  newspapers  in  10  states 
and  has  about  30  other  clients. 
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ON  WCC  PANEL:  United  Methodist 

Kathryn  Bannister  of  Denver  was  named  re¬ 
cently  to  the  committee  planning  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  50th  anniversary  assembly 
in  1998  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe.  She  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  council’s  policymaking  1 50-member 
Central  Committee. 

GOOD  NEWS  GATHERING:  The 

Rev.  William  H.  Hinson,  pastor  of  14,000- 
member  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Houston,  will  be  the  keynote  speaker  at  a 
“Summer  Celebration”  July  21-23  in  Dallas.  It 
is  sponsored  by  Good  News,  a  caucus  of  con¬ 
servative,  evangelical-minded  United  Method¬ 
ists.  The  gathering  will  focus  on  evangelism, 
church  growth  and  renewal,  according  to  an  an¬ 
nouncement  from  the  Good  News  organization 
in  Wilmore,  Ky. 

STUDY  TOUR  CHANGED:  officials 

of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  have  changed  the  itinerary 
for  the  1994  East/Central  Africa  “Study  Tour” 
Feb.  7-27.  Local  church  mission  leaders  will 
travel  to  Uganda  instead  of  Burundi,  due  to 
instability  following  an  attempted  coup  in  the 
latter  country.  No  changes  will  be  made,  how¬ 
ever,  in  the  group’s  scheduled  visit  to  Kenya. 
The  study  tour  kicks  off  the  1994  ecumenical 
mission  study,  “Africa  Churches  Speak.” 

HISPANIC  COUNCIL:  The  Rev  Eli  s. 

Rivera,  former  congregational  development  ex¬ 
ecutive  for  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  New  York,  was  elected 
chairman  of  a  newly  formed  ecumenical  com¬ 
mittee  on  Hispanic  ministries  affiliated  with 
the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  USA.  The  new  committee,  which  will 
advocate  and  monitor  church-sponsored  proj¬ 
ects  with  Hispanic  people,  is  a  part  of  the 
NCC’s  Office  of  Prophetic  Justice.  Other  offi¬ 
cers  include  laywoman  Virginia  Natera,  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  staff,  elect¬ 
ed  committee  treasurer. 

CAMPING  RALLY:  The  National  Camp¬ 
ing  Methodist  organization  will  sponsor  a  rally 
July  1 1-17  at  the  Fryeburg  (Maine)  Fair 
Grounds.  The  theme  is  “Of  Rocks  and  Trees, 
of  Skies  and  Seas;  His  hands  the  wonders 
wrought.”  Contact  the  Rev.  Earl  H.  Bell,  R.R. 
#1,  Box  2490,  North  Waterford,  Maine  04267. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Christians,  Muslims  learn  to  'love  one  another' 

Filipino  United  Methodist  pre-school  sets  pace  in  cooperation  despite  terrorists'  scare  tactics 

IT 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

MANILA,  Philippines — At  the 
Family  Center  for  Early  Child¬ 
hood  Education  in  the  Philippine 
province  of  North  Cotabato,  be¬ 
tween  reciting  “ABC's”  and  “1- 
2-3s,”  pre-school  children  are 
taught  by  concerned  teachers  to 
“love  one  another.” 

This  new  program  on  the  Phil¬ 
ippine  island  of  Mindanao,  about 
600  miles  south  of  Manila,  may 
sound  like  a  typical  government- 
sponsored  education  program. 

However,  it’s  a  mission  pro¬ 
gram  of  Central  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  program  is  assisted 
with  $1,500  in  donations  from  the 
Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church — the  denomination’s  sec¬ 
ond-mile  giving  program. 

A  special  school 

What’s  so  special  about  this 
school  is  that  the  congregation  is 
taking  a  risk  just  by  opening  its 
doors  to  its  clients.  At  Central 
United  Methodist  Church,  the 
teachers  are  Christian;  most  of 
the  children  are  Muslim. 

According  to  Joyce  Subillaga 
of  that  church’s  Women’s  Society 
for  Christian  Service,  the  center’s 
goal  is  “to  provide  for  dialogue 
and  cooperation  among  Muslim 
and  Christian  parents  for  the 
promotion  of  mutual  respect  and 
peaceful  co-existence  as  an  inte¬ 
grated  people.” 

Mindanao,  with  its  towering 
mosques  and  Muslim  culture,  is 
known  throughout  the  Philip¬ 
pines  as  “the  Islam  Center  of  the 
South.” 

Members  of  Central  United 
Methodist  Church  show  the  love  of 
Christ  through  this  program  for  lo¬ 
cal  children  despite  the  scare  tac¬ 
tics  of  terrorists  who  have  bombed 
Christian  and  Muslim  houses  of 
worship  in  nearby  Davao  City. 

Filipinos  say  this  has  created 
an  environment  of  distrust 
among  faith  groups  throughout 
Mindanao  Island. 

In  late  December,  seven  peo¬ 


ple  were  killed  in  the  bombing  of 
San  Pedro  Catholic  Cathedral  in 
Davao  City.  In  January,  several 
Muslim  mosques  were  bombed 
by  Christian  extremists. 

“There  is  an  impression  around 
the  world  that  these  bombings 
meant  there  will  be  a  Holy  War,” 
said  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Jose  Gamboa  Jr.,  head  of  the 
church’s  Davao  Area.  “But  United 
Methodists  are  living  harmonious¬ 
ly  with  our  neighbors  of  other 
faith  groups.” 

To  show  the  world  the  “solidari¬ 
ty  of  Christians  and  Muslims  in 
our  country,”  Bishop  Gamboa 
helped  initiate  a  peace  march  Jan. 
10  in  Davao  City.  The  march  was 
sponsored  by  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  in  the  Philippines, 
which  he  chairs. 

20,000  march  to  city  hall 

At  least  20,000  converged  on  a 
park  in  front  of  city  hall  and  San 
Pedro  Cathedral.  Participants  in¬ 
cluded  members  of  both  Obrero 
and  Davao  Central  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches. 

Leading  the  march  were  mem- 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  MINDANAO  (PHILIPPINES)  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

Some  20,000  Christians  (many  of  them  United  Methodist)  and  Muslims  demonstrated  for  peace 
in  the  Philippines  recently  following  terrorist  attacks  which  threatened  to  cause  tensions  be¬ 
tween  the  faith  groups. 

rash  of  bombings  in  our  own  city 
and  most  of  all,  disturbed  by  the 
frequent  calls  of  bomb  threats  to 
some  public  and  private  schools. 

‘‘But  more  than  that  and 
knowing  so  well  its  conse¬ 
quences,  we  are  scared  by  ‘point¬ 
ing  of  the  finger  and  speaking 


bers  of  the  Mindanao  Annual 
Conference  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship. 

In  a  statement  concerning  the 
bombings,  Bishop  Gamboa  and 
other  officers  of  the  ecumenical 
council  said: 

“We  are  deeply  saddened  by  the 


wickedness’  which  followed  the 
bombings,  casting  a  deep,  dark 
spell  of  a  religious  war  in  our 
midst. 

“We  call  to  all  peoples  to  come 
to  a  deep  reflection  in  the  light  of 
our  faiths  ...  so  our  people  will 
dwell  in  the  land  securely.” 


JOIN 

Will  Willimon 


the  most  important  search  you'll  ever  face. 


Meaning 


Thomas  H. 'Naylor 

William  H.  WiUinion 


“Why  am  1  here?”  “Where  am  I  going?”  In 
The  Search  for  Meaning,  an  economist,  a  pas¬ 
tor,  and  a  psychiatrist  join  forces  to  encour¬ 
age  us  to  examine  our  lives  intellectually, 
emotionally,  and  spiritually,  and  to  examine 
seriously  the  why  of  our  existence.  This 
mind-expanding,  soul-stretching  work  guides 
|  us  on  perhaps  the  most  important  quest 
faced  by  human  beings  —  the  need  for  our 
lives  to  have  enduring  meaning. 

|  This  book  will  give  you  the  tools  and 
1  processes  for  finding  meaning  in  life.  It  is 
[  not  a  matter-of-fact  presentation  saying, 

|  “This  is  the  answer.”  It’s  the  most  impor- 
[  tant  guidebook  you’ll  ever  buy! 

I  Coming  in  April  1994 
1  0-687-02586-9,  hardcover,  $18.95 


A  strong  sense  of  Kertainty- 

eaChm0'n:SitroJof»nadvtn.».E.hanat».c 


1  A  good  job.  ...  A  quest  for  meaning  .  .  . 
1  cannot  be  conducted  without  some  refer- 
I  ence  to  an  ultimate  concern. 

I  — *  James  M.  Wall,  Christian  Century 


©Cokesbury 

Book*  •  BlBtM  •  Church  R«»ourc*»  • 


Call  or  visit  your  Cokesbury  store. 

Order  toll  free:  1-800-672-1789.  Fax:  1-800-445-8189. 

Mail  orders  to  201  Eighth  Ave.  South,  P.O.  Box  801,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0801. 


'Seminaries  need  more  than  academics' 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

GREENSBORO,  N.C.— Any 
theological  school  deemed  qualified 
to  train  United  Methodist  pastors 
needs  more  than  an  outstanding  ac¬ 
ademic  reputation. 

Its  faculty  and  program  also  must 
provide  students  an  opportunity  for 
growth  in  the  United  Methodist  tra¬ 
ditions  and  “ethos.” 


Such  was  the  conclusion  stated  re¬ 
cently  by  the  25-member  panel  that 
reviews  and  approves  schools,  col¬ 
leges  and  theological  schools  related 
to  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Lengthy  discussion  included  re¬ 
view  of  previous  actions  in  which  a 
few  academically  sound,  non-Unit- 
ed  Methodist-related  seminaries 
were  dropped  from  the  list  of  those 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  SI. 35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $27.00  minimtim  charge  for  up  to  20  words. 
Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  $10.80  for  the  8  words  to  in¬ 
sert  our  contact  information.  Cash  must  accompa¬ 
ny  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when 
otherwise  approved  in  advance. 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  MUSIC  Min¬ 

istry  wanted  for  a  1000-member  congregation  in 
East  Texas.  Needs  to  have  experience  in  youth  and 
children’s  ministries  and  the  ability  to  direct  the 
chancel  choir.  Salary  will  be  negotiated  according 
to  experience  level.  Send  resumes  to:  Rev.  Richard 
Hume,  Hardy  Memorial  UMC,  1401  W.  7th  St., 
“  ’  ina,  TX . 


Texarkana,  1 


(75501. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Seeking 

full-time  Director  of  Youth  for  ongoing  youth  pro¬ 
gram  in  church  of  2200  members.  Contact:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Drawer  628,  Lake 
Jackson,  TX  77566.  (409)  297-3046. 


YOUTH  MINISTER/C.E.  DIRECTOR  needed. 

1300-member  church.  Fantastic  youth  program. 
Degree  and  experience  preferred.  Position  available 
January  1 .  Negotiable  salary/job  description.  Send 
resume:  Dr.  Tommy  Dunbar,  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box 
849,  Marshall,  TX  75670.  (903)  938-6622. 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES.  Full¬ 

time  position  in  a  growing  church  of  2100  mem¬ 
bers.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with 
education  and  experience.  Seeking  lay  member  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  or  diaconal  minis¬ 
ter.  Send  resume  and/or  request  for  job  description 
to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  4669, 
Oak  Ridge,  TN  37831-4669.  Attention:  Kenneth 
H.  Henderlight.  Deadline:  March  1,  1994. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/Organist 

position,  Trinity-First  United  Methodist  Church, 
810  North  Oregon,  El  Paso,  Texas  79902,  (915) 
533-2674.  1506-member  congregation.  Requires 
formal  organ/choral  training,  advanced  degree  in 
organ  performance,  choral  conducting.  Graded 
choral  and  handbell  program.  35  rank,  3  manual, 
Moller.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  ex¬ 
perience.  Resume/references  to:  Rev.  Charles 
Crutchfield  at  above  address. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  700- 

member  church.  Salary  dependent  on  experience. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Vernon,  Texas. 
Send  resume  to:  Derrell  Patterson,  Box  1602,  Ver- 
non,  TX  76385,  or  call  (8 1 7)  552-628 1 


PART-TIME  (20  HOURS)  DIRECTOR  OF  Chil¬ 

dren’s  Ministry  position  open.  3400-member 
multi-stafr  in  DFW  metro.  Background  with  chil¬ 
dren  plus  organizational  skills  required.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  FUMC  530  Elm,  Hurst,  TX  76053  or 
FAX  (817)  282-5867. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  FOR  Gal¬ 

loway  United  Methodist  Church’s  new  Early  Child¬ 
hood  Development  Center  in  Jackson,  MS. 
Bachelor's  degree  in  related  field  required.  Masters 
preferred.  Five  years  child  care  teaching  experi¬ 
ence,  including  two  in  administration,  required. 
For  application  call  (601)  360-1791  extension  309. 
Deadline  for  completed  application:  February  15. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  EDUCATION 

Ministry  for  1100-member  church.  Send  resume 
(with  salary  requirements  and  professional  refer¬ 
ences)  to:  Rev.  Phillip  A  Tarman,  FUMC,  533 
Grant,  Loveland,  CO  80537. 


NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym¬ 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  ship¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 


SEEKING  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 

for  urban  congregation  of  2000  with  multiple 
choirs  and  varied  program.  For  job  description 
and  application,  contact:  White  Rock  United 
Methodist,  1450  Old  Gate,  Dallas,  TX  75218. 
(214)  324-3661. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR:  FULL-TIME  Posi¬ 

tion  with  camp  in  NM  mountains.  Skills  in  ad¬ 
ministration,  marketing  and  development, 
willing  to  leam  and  travel.  Job  description  and 
salary/benefits  package  available  upon  request. 
Send  resume  and  references  by  March  15th,  1994 
to:  Craig  C.  Cockrell,  Sacramento  Methodist  As¬ 
sembly,  P.O.  Box  8,  Sacramento,  NM  88345- 
0008.  (505)  687-3414. 

EVIDENCES:  THE  RECORD  AND  THE  Flood. 
This  40-minute  video  offers  surprising  new  geo¬ 
logic  evidence  that  supports  the  Genesis  story. 
Additional  information  write:  Lanford  Education 
&  Development,  Box  292768,  Dept.  C,  Dayton, 
OH  45429. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625  four 
weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clay- 
ton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesvifle,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?"  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  accepting 
applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call 
(210)696-7021  for  information. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Accu¬ 

mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negoti¬ 
ate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box 
808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 

$$$.  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-1211.  (Accredited). 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 

First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 

Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a  2 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyurethane 
paint  on  '/i  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes  available. 
Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire:  Cross  and 
Flame  Insigne,  5208  Piedmont  Drive,  Santa  Rosa, 
CA  95405,  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  large  ur¬ 

ban  UMC  committed  to  youth  ministry.  Responsi- 
ble  for  planning  and  executing  a  Qiristian  program 
for  grades  6  through  12.  Dynamic  program,  many 
active  adult  volunteers,  excellent  facilities.  College 
or  equivalent  experience.  Submit  references  with 
resume  to:  Youth  Director  Search  Committee,  P.O. 
Box  6631,  Shreveport,  LA  7 1 1 36. 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM/SINGLES  for 

growing,  urban  church  in  exciting  suncoast  city. 
Requires  energy,  vision  and  ability  to  relate  to  baby 
boomers.  Send  resume:  Rev.  James  Hamish,  Hyde 
Park  UMC,  500  W.  Platt  St.,  Tampa,  FL  33606.  j 

SUMMER  YOUTH  WORKER,  PART-TIME,  en¬ 

ergetic,  dedicated  UMYF  of  about  40.  Prefer  col- 
lege  JrVSr.  or  seminary,  music  background  helpful. 
Responsibilities:  weekly  evening  program,  creative 
bible  study,  special  weekend  event,  lead  Sunday 
youth  service,  possible  work  camp  service  project, 
assist  Bible  school  staff  Boca  W.  Community 
UMC  adult  leaders  will  assist.  9087  Glades  Rd., 
Boca  Raton,  FL  33434.  (407)  482-7335. 

institutions  approved  to  train  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  clergy. 

The  University  Senate  then  reaf¬ 
firmed  the  following  criteria  for 
non-United  Methodist  seminaries: 

✓  Freedom  of  academic  inquiry 
for  faculty  and  students,  including  a 
provision  that  a  school’s  require¬ 
ment  that  faculty  pledge  allegiance 
to  principles  and  doctrine  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  denomination  “neither  in¬ 
hibit  nor  abrogate”  study  of  and 
allegiance  to  United  Methodist  tra¬ 
ditions; 

/  Opportunity  for  growth  in  the 
United  Methodist  tradition; 

✓  Compatibility  with  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  Social  Principles; 

/  Racial  and  gender  inclusive¬ 
ness  on  the  faculty  and  in  the  stu¬ 
dent  body; 

✓  Academic  quality. 

University  Senate  President  Fred¬ 
erick  E.  Blumer  of  Berea,  Ohio,  said 
the  senate  has  continually  grappled 
with  the  question  of  how  non-United 
Methodist-related  seminaries  can 
provide  United  Methodist  clergy 
with  the  skills  and  experiences  they 
need  to  serve  the  denomination. 

According  to  Dr.  Blumer,  the  more 
than  35  non-United  Methodist  semi¬ 
naries  approved  by  the  University 
Senate  provide  a  “United  Methodist 
ethos,”  even  in  settings  where  the 
majority  of  faculty  and  students  are 
of  other  denominations. 

However,  Dr.  Blumer  said,  some 
highly  regarded  seminaries  “remove 
themselves  from  our  approved  list” 
when  they  fail  to  “give  United  Meth¬ 
odist  clergy-in-training  what  they 
need.” 

In  addition  to  discussions  about 
non-United  Methodist  seminaries, 
the  University  Senate  also  heard 
updates  on  two  legal  actions  in 
which  it  is  involved. 

A  lawsuit  alleging  wrongful  death 
of  a  student  at  Huston-Tillotson  Col¬ 
lege  in  Austin,  Texas,  names  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate,  along  with  the  school, 
a  campus  fraternity,  the  school’s  top 
administrators  and  campus  security 
officials  as  defendants.  The  Universi¬ 
ty  Senate  has  asked  for  a  ruling  on 
whether  it  is  liable  and  therefore  can 
be  named  in  the  suit. 

Meanwhile,  depositions  are  still 
being  filed  in  the  case  of  the  former 
Hawaii  Loa  College  in  Kaneohe, 
Oahu,  which  merged  with  another  in¬ 
stitution  and  is  no  longer  affiliated 
with  the  denomination. 
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Teacher  says  faith  keeps  her  going 


By  MARIANNE  DORAN 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas — If  you 
tuned  in  the  Disney  Channel  re¬ 
cently,  you  might  have  caught  a 
glimpse  of  one  of  the  Methodist 
Mission  Home’s  very  own — Linda 
Pruski,  an  adoptive  mom  and  a 
middle  school  science  teacher  in 
San  Antonio. 

Mrs.  Pruski  is  one  of  60  teachers 
nationwide  being  honored  as  part  of 
The  Disney  Channel’s  “Salute  to 
the  American  Teacher”  program. 
Televised  profiles  of  each  of  the  60 
teachers  began  airing  in  December. 

The  program  recognizes  out¬ 
standing  individual  achievement  in 
the  teaching  profession  and  honors 
teachers  who  “will  be  remembered 
with  admiration  and  respect  by 
their  students  for  having  made  a 
significant  contribution  to  their 
education.” 

“Mrs.  Pruski,”  of  Anson  Jones 
Middle  School,  certainly  fills  the 
bill. 

As  a  seventh-grade  science  teach¬ 
er  at  an  inner-city  school,  she  touch¬ 
es  young  people's  lives  at  a  crucial 
stage. 

Teaching  against  the  backdrop  of 
poverty,  broken  homes,  drugs  and 
gangs,  Mrs.  Pruski  strives  to  make 
her  students  feel  safe  and  special. 

Faith  keeps  her  working 

When  asked  about  the  part  her 
faith  plays  in  her  teaching,  she 
states  that  her  faith  is  what  keeps 
her  working  with  these  children. 

She  is  a  member  of  Oak  Hills 
Church  of  Christ  in  San  Antonio. 
But  because  of  her  ongoing  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  programs  at  Method¬ 
ist  Mission  Home — she  is  an 
adoptive  mom — she  says  she  is  a 
Methodist  at  heart. 

Her  church  members  lend  a  hand 
through  prayer  and  emotional  sup¬ 
port  when  she  is  feeling  down  and 
things  aren’t  going  well. 

Even  more  important,  she  tries  to 
help  them  focus  less  on  their  prob¬ 
lems  and  more  on  what  the  future 
might  hold. 

“I  encourage  my  students  to  look 
beyond  themselves,”  she  says.  “I 
want  them  to  know  that  the  deci¬ 
sions  they  make  today  will  affect 


Secretaries' 
group  targets 
harassment 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

When  church  secretaries  from 
United  Methodist  congregations 
and  offices  across  the  denomina¬ 
tion  gather  in  Overland  Park, 
Kans.,  April  14-17,  they  will  fo¬ 
cus  on  coping  with  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  and  dealing  with  grief. 

The  annual  National  Secretar¬ 
ies  Conference  is  sponsored  by 
the  400-member  Professional  As¬ 
sociation  of  United  Methodist 
Church  Secretaries. 

The  Rev.  Stephanie  Anna 
Hixon  of  Evanston,  Ill.,  one  of  two 
executive  leaders  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Commission  on  the  Sta¬ 
tus  and  Role  of  Women,  will  lead 
sessions  on  sexual  harassment — 
“how  to  recognize  it,  how  to  un¬ 
derstand  it  and  how  to  deal  with 
it.” 

Presenting  workshops  on  grief 
will  be  the  Rev.  Bob  Deits,  senior 
minister  of  Velda  Rose  United 
Methodist  Church,  Mesa,  Ariz.; 
and  his  wife,  June  Deits,  co-au¬ 
thor  of  The  United  Methodist 
Engaged  Encounter  Program,  a 
resource  designed  to  help  prepare 
couples  for  marriage. 

Mr.  Deits  is  the  author  of  Life 
After  Loss,  a  guide  for  dealing 
with  death,  divorce,  job  change 
and  relocation. 

The  couple  will  address  “The 
Use  and  Abuse  of  Religion,” 
“Children  and  Grief,"  “Coping 
with  Divorce,”  “When  Your  Min¬ 
ister  Leaves”  and  other  topics. 

The  Rev.  Eugene  Lowry,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  preaching  at  United 
Methodist-related  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  who  plays  jazz  piano,  will 
give  a  program  on  “The  Theol¬ 
ogy  of  the  Blues." 

The  church  secretaries'  group 
is  sponsored  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  in 
Evanston,  Ill. 

The  association  publishes  a 
quarterly  newsletter  and  spon¬ 
sors  regional  chapters. 


Teaching  against  the  backdrop  of  poverty,  broken 
homes,  drugs  and  gangs,  Linda  Pruski  strives  to 
make  her  students  feel  safe  and  special.  When  asked 
about  the  part  her  faith  plays  in  her  teachirig,  she 
states  that  her  faith  is  what  keeps  her  working  with 
these  children. 


their  entire  lives.” 

She  says  she  believes  that  God 
wants  us  to  use  our  brains.  Mrs. 
Pruski  tries  to  use  that  premise  with 
these  inner  city  kids  who  are  her 
students.  Working  with  these  kids  is 
part  of  God’s  bigger  picture  for  her 
life,  she  says. 

“It’s  important  for  teenagers  to 
believe  that  there  is  a  future  for 
them — and  that  they  may  have 
some  power  to  shape  that  future.” 

Loud  and  clear 

That  message  has  come  through 
loud  and  clear  for  hundreds  of  her 
students,  many  of  whom  have  gone 
on  to  careers  in  science  and  medicine. 

Mrs.  Pruski  says  she  is  proud  of  her 
highest-achieving  former  stu¬ 
dents — the  girl  who  now  is  a  Har¬ 
vard  graduate  and  attorney,  for 
example — but  she  insists  that  her 
greatest  satisfaction  is  in  helping 
many  other  students  simply  envi¬ 
sion  a  future  for  themselves. 


How  does  a  teacher — or  any 
adult — gain  the  trust  and  respect  of 
today’s  young  people? 

“Kids  need  someone  to  listen  to 
them — to  listen  to  their  hearts,” 
Mrs.  Pruski  says.  “Kids  want  to  be 
heard.” 

“But  that  doesn’t  mean  they  want 
you  to  be  their  friend,”  she  contin¬ 
ues.  “Children  want  you  to  be  friend¬ 
ly,  but  also  to  be  a  firm  authority 
figure.  It  makes  them  feel  safe.” 

Mrs.  Pruski  emphasizes  the  im¬ 
portance  of  not  “keeping  score.” 

Every  child,  she  says,  “needs  to 
start  each  day  with  a  clean  slate.” 

Finally,  she  stresses  the  value  of 
play  and  of  having  fun. 

“There’s  so  much  pressure  on 
children  to  grow  up,”  she  says,  “but 
kids  need  to  be  kids.  They  need  to 
be  allowed  to  play.” 

That  philosophy  is  readily  appar¬ 
ent  in  Mrs.  Pruski’s  classroom, 
where  students  learn  science  in  cre¬ 
ative  and  playful  ways. 


On  any  given  day,  you  might  find 
her  class  exercising  to  a  song  about 
the  human  skeleton,  dancing  a  con¬ 
ga  line  across  a  huge  diagram  of  the 
heart,  tangled  in  a  room-sized  web 
of  string  to  learn  about  spiders,  de¬ 
signing  their  own  “Wanted”  poster 
for  an  endangered  species  or  depict¬ 
ing  the  functions  of  a  cell  inside  a 
gigantic  plastic  bag. 

Impacting  kids 

Mrs.  Pruski  says  she  measures 
her  success  with  a  given  student  or 
class  in  “little  moments” — those 
times  when  a  struggling  student  fi¬ 
nally  “gets  it”  or  when  a  student  has 
tried  a  technique  at  home  or  shared 
what  they’ve  learned  with  a  parent. 

It’s  especially  gratifying,  she  says, 
’to  see  a  cynical,  rough  kid — a  really 
“tough  nut” — break  into  a  grin  and 
finally  start  laughing  and  playing  in 
her  classroom. 

What  has  becoming  a  parent 
'  brought  to  her  role  as  a  teacher? 

"Being  a  parent  has  made  me 
more  aware  of  a  teacher’s  impact  on 
a  child,”  she  notes.  “I  didn’t  realize 
that  I  really  ‘touched  a  life’  before  I 
had  children  of  my  own.” 

Ms.  Doran,  another  Methodist 
Mission  Home  adoptive  mom,  is  a 
volunteer  at  the  Methodist  Mission 
Home  in  San  Antonio,  Texas. 


Hymn  takes  gospel  across  the  world 


Jesus  shall  reign  where'er  the  sun 
Does  its  successive  journeys  run ; 

His  kingdom  spread  from  shore  to 
shore. 

Till  moons  shall  wax  and  wane  no 
more. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  Independent  congregation 
that  met  on  Mark  Lane  Street  in 
London  in  1701  had  a  new  pastor. 
Only  5  feet  tall,  with  a  head  that 
seemed  much  too  large  for  his  body 
and  a  prominent  nose,  Isaac  Watts 
was  not  impressive  looking. 

His  keen  mind,  literary  skills  and 
radiant  personality  more  than  made 
up  for  his  physical  appearance.  Al¬ 
ways  suffering  poor  health,  he  kept 


History 
of  Hymns 


an  assistant  standing  by  in  case  he 
could  not  preach  in  his  pulpit. 

When  he  was  seriously  ill  in 
1712,  Sir  Thomas  Abney,  onetime 
Lord  Mayor  of  London,  invited  him 
to  spend  a  week  at  his  country  man¬ 
sion.  The  week’s  stay  extended  to 
36  years,  for  Watts  spent  the  rest  of 
his  life  with  the  Abney  family. 

Watts  began  writing  hymns  as  a 
teenager  and  later  made  new  poetic- 
versions  of  the  Old  Testament 
psalms.  He  was  convinced  that  the 


New  Testament  church  should  sing 
in  the  spirit  and  language  of  the 
New  Testament. 

In  1719  he  published  The  Psalms 
of  David  Imitated  in  the  Language 
of  the  New  Testament,  which  in¬ 
cluded  his  version  of  Psalm  72,  “Je¬ 
sus  shall  reign  where’er  the  sun.” 

Watts’s  vivid  imagination  envi¬ 
sioned  the  gospel  being  preached 
around  the  world.  Sixty  years  before 
William  Carey  became  the  champion 
of  world  missions,  Watts  reminded 
Christians  of  his  day  of  the  urgent 
need  to  take  the  gospel  to  every  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  world,  “where’er  the  sun 
does  his  successive  journeys  run.” 
NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Jesus  Calls  Us" 


African  United  Methodist  updates 
conference  on  university's  impact 


By  TOM  HUGHES 

LAKELAND,  Ha.— Africa  Uni¬ 
versity  will  help  “bring  dreams  of  a 
better  world — the  new  Africa  to  re¬ 
ality,”  Ezekiel  C.  Makunike,  of  Old 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  said  during  an 
interview  recently. 

Mr.  Makunike,  an  African  layper¬ 
son  who  recently  itinerated  in  the 
Horida  annual  (regional)  confer¬ 
ence,  thanked  the  conference  for 
helping  supply  the  “bricks  and  mor¬ 
tar  for  the  new  dormitory.” 

The  Horida  conference  is  raising 
$250,000  to  provide  Africa  Universi¬ 
ty,  which  will  have  its  formal  opening 
April  24,  with  its  third  dormitory. 

A  former  journalist,  he  had 
served  as  director  of  communica¬ 
tions  of  the  former  Rhodesia  Con¬ 
ference  of  The  Methodist  Church 
and  editor  of  its  monthly  newspa¬ 
per,  Umbowo. 

He  also  served  as  a  communica¬ 
tor  in  the  Zimbabwe  government. 

Real  life  learning 

Speaking  about  the  educational 
thrust  of  the  university,  Mr.  Ma¬ 
kunike  said,  “Students  at  the  uni¬ 
versity  will  receive  real  learning 
about  real  problems  that  they  face 
in  their  lives.” 

Students  coming  to  the  university 
will  come  from  experiences  of  wars, 
divisions  and  refugees  “and  the  uni¬ 
versity  will  address  those  problems 
in  a  very  real  way,”  he  said. 

He  noted  that 
in  some  institu¬ 
tions  of  higher 
learning  “not  all 
subjects  are  on 
the  practical  lev¬ 
el.  Sometimes  we 
receive  only 
about  70  percent 
practical  life 
learning.  But  at  Ezekiel  Makunike 
the  Africa  University  we  hope  to 
address  life  situations  100  percent.” 

Recently  he  interviewed  four  stu¬ 
dents  about  what  the  new  university 
will  mean  to  them. 

“One,  from  the  foothills  of 
Mount  Kilimanjaro,  told  me  that  he 
misses  a  soccer  field  but  said  that 
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MUTARE,  Zimbabwe — The  third  dormitory  at  Africa  University, 
left,  is  going  up  at  the  Mutare  campus.  United  Methodists  in  Florida 
are  pledging  money  for  a  fourth  dormitory,  scheduled  for  comple¬ 
tion  this  year. 


pales  in  comparison  to  how  he 
views  the  possibilities  of  the  univer¬ 
sity  becoming  the  spiritual  and  aca¬ 
demic  giant  in  Africa,”  he  said. 

Momentum  is  building  toward 
the  grand  opening,  he  said. 

“There  is  much  excitement  and 
enthusiasm  for  the  university.  In 
fact  the  day  that  I  arrive  back  in  Af¬ 
rica  will  be  the  opening  of  our  an¬ 
nual  conference  on  the  campus  of 
Africa  University,”  he  said. 

Originally  the  annual  conference 
had  been  scheduled  in  another 
place  but,  because  of  the  enthusi¬ 
asm,  it  was  changed,  he  said. 

Another  in  the  many  steps  of  prep¬ 
aration  for  the  grand  opening,  he 
said,  is  “all  the  old  chiefs  have  been 
invited  to  the  campus  to  preview 
what  is  happening  on  their  soil.” 

He  said  “these  will  be  mostly  illit¬ 
erate  chiefs,  very  old,  who  will  bring 
the  past  with  them  and  will  see  the 
opportunities  of  the  future.  We 
hope  the  children  of  these  chiefs 
will  become  students  at  the  Africa 
University.” 

He  also  sees  the  first  students  go¬ 
ing  back  home  and  telling  other  stu¬ 
dents  about  the  university. 

“They  will  become  ambassadors, 
for  they  will  tell  what  they  have 


Baby  Boomers  &  The  Church 


Religious  giants'  work 
had  much  in  common 


seen.  From  there  others  will  spread 
the  word.” 

Mr.  Makunike,  64  and  retired,  said 
about  his  journalism  career,  “I  feel  a 
little  like  a  boxer  who  has  hung  up 
his  gloves.  I  do  miss  journalism.” 

God  uses  him 

He  said  “God  has  blessed  me  in 
so  many  ways  and  now  in  retire¬ 
ment  God  is  allowing  me  to  do 
some  things  I  always  wanted  to  do 
but  I  just  didn’t  have  time.” 

A  naturalist,  Mr.  Makunike  is  de¬ 
voting  his  time  to  horticulture.  Afri¬ 
ca  has  a  serious  problem  with  food 
supplies. 

“I  am  growing  many  plants  and 
this  has  given  me  the  opportunity  to 
replenish  what  I  and  many  of  my 
countrymen  have  destroyed.  I  am 
praying  that  we  do  not  become  an¬ 
other  Somalia  with  which  you 
(Americans)  became  so  involved.” 

And  that’s  his  main  message 
about  Jesus  Christ.  “That  to  know 
about  Jesus  is  not  enough.  To  hear 
about  Jesus  is  not  enough.  We  must 
really  know  Jesus.” 

Mr.  Hughes  is  communications 
director  for  the  church's  Florida  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 


By  A.  JAMES  RUDIN 

Religious  News  Service 

Two  religious  giants,  Norman 
Vincent  Peale  and  Marshall  Meyer, 
died  recently. 

At  first  glance  the  minister  and 
the  rabbi  appear  to  have  little  in 
common,  but  there  is  a  common 
thread  that  links  them  together: 
their  extraordinary  ability  to  in¬ 
spire,  challenge,  and  ultimately 
transform  the  lives  of  the  many 
people  they  touched. 

Peale,  the  son  of  a  Methodist 
preacher,  was  born  in  Ohio  at  the 
end  of  the  19th  century,  and  he 
epitomized  many  pre-World  War  I 
American  values.' 

As  a  young  minister,  Peale  came  to 
the  historic  but  dormant  Marble  Col¬ 
legiate  Church  in  New  York  City, 
giving  it  new  energy  and  vitality. 

During  the 
Great  Depres¬ 
sion  and  World 
War  II,  Peale 
provided  hope  to 
both  his  congre¬ 
gation  and  his 
large  radio  audi¬ 
ence. 

But  it  was  in 
the  1950s  that  Norman  Vincent  Peale 
Peale’s  name  and  message  became 
universally  known. 

His  book  “The  Power  of  Positive 
Thinking,”  while  read  enthusiasti¬ 
cally  by  millions  of  people,  was  sav¬ 
agely  criticized  by  many  of  his 
Protestant  colleagues.  They  called 
Peale’s  writings  shallow  and  trivial. 

As  a  rabbinical  student,  I  attended 
several  of  his  services.  Peale’s  congre¬ 
gation  loved  his  sermons  even 
though  he  was  severely  criticized  by 
conservative  Christian  theologians 
for  minimizing  the  reality  of  evil,  di¬ 
vine  punishment,  and  sin. 

But  Peale  emphasized  something 
else.  He  taught  generations  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  not  to  hate  themselves  and  to 
believe  that  God  loves  them  deeply. 

'Contradiction  in  terms' 

Marshall  Meyer,  bom  in  Brook¬ 
lyn  in  1930,  was  a  rabbi  who  made 
a  real  difference  in  two  very  differ¬ 
ent  countries — his  native  America 
and  Argentina. 


if* 


Commentary 

As  a  young  rabbi,  he  went  to  Bue¬ 
nos  Aires,  where  he  established  Ar¬ 
gentina’s  largest  synagogue  as  well 
as  Latin  America’s  first  rabbinical 
school. 

Because  Meyer  strongly  believed 
a  “Judaism  that’s  not  involved  in 
social  action  is  a  contradiction  in 
terms,”  it  was  unsurprising  that  he 
became  a  fierce  opponent  of  the  Ar¬ 
gentinean  military  junta  that  seized 
power  in  1976. 

His  family  was  physically  threat¬ 
ened  when  he  repeatedly  visited 
and  brought  hope  to  many  political 
prisoners. 

Meyer  was  vindicated  in  1983 
when  Raul  Aifonsin  was  elected 
president  and  the  military  dictator¬ 
ship  was  removed  from  power. 

In  1985,  Meyer  left  Buenos  Aires 
and,  like  Peale  many  years  earlier, 
took  over  an  historic  but  inactive 
Manhattan  congregation. 

Never  neutral 

Like  Norman  Vincent  Peale,  peo¬ 
ple  were  never  neutral  about  Mar¬ 
shall  Meyer.  He  was  relentlessly 
attacked  by  politically  conservative 
Jews  who  scorned  his  views  on  a 
host  of  issues. 

In  the  fall  of  1992,  Marshall  and  I 
participated  in  an  interreligious 
convocation  for  world  peace  at  the 
Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Divine  in 
Manhattan.  The  service  ended  with 
Marshall  sounding  the  Shofar,  the 
ram’s  horn. 

The  Shofar’s  piercing  sound  is  a 
perfect  metaphor  for  Marshall  Mey¬ 
er.  One  could  not  be  indifferent  to 
him.  He  always  demanded  a  re¬ 
sponse  from  us. 

As  he  faced  the  cancer  that  finally 
killed  him,  Meyer  told  his  wife,  “If  I 
can’t  show  my  family  and  congrega¬ 
tion  how  to  face  death,  what  kind  of 
rabbi  am  I?”  But  Marshall  Meyer 
didn’t  really  have  to  ask  that  question 
because  everyone  knew  the  answer. 

Rabbi  Rudin  is  national  interreli¬ 
gious  affairs  director  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Jewish  Committee. 


Company  says  this  isn't 
your  ordinary  calendar 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  Lenten  season  can  be  more 
than  40  days  of  swearing  off  french 
fries,  chocolate,  cigarettes  or  soap 
operas. 

It  also  offers  a  chance  to  experi¬ 
ence  the  joy  of  simpler,  more 
Christ-centered  living,  say  develop¬ 
ers  of  a  new  Easter-season  devo¬ 
tional  guide  and  calendar. 

“Alternatives,”  a  United  Method¬ 
ist-supported  organization  that  was 
started  to  counter  the  commercializa¬ 
tion  of  Christmas,  has  developed  a 
new  set  of  resources  on  discipleship 
for  use  during  Lent  1 994. 

According  to  staffer  Glory  Jime¬ 
nez,  the  goal  is  to  encourage  Chris¬ 
tians  to  broaden  their  understanding 
of  Lent  and  Easter  to  include  a  life¬ 
long  quest  for  simpler  life  styles  and 
finding  ways  to  serve  humanity. 

The  Lenten  calendar,  “The  Joy  of 


Discipleship,”  includes  daily  Bible 
readings,  meditations  and  activities 
for  individuals  or  groups. 

Instead  of  encouraging  people  only 
to  give  up  something  for  Lent,  the 
calendar  suggests  such  long-term  ac¬ 
tivities  as  incorporating  a  day  of  si¬ 
lence  in  one’s  work  week,  reducing 
time  spent  watching  television,  and 
launching  public-service  projects. 

In  addition,  “Learning  the  Cost 
of  Discipleship”  is  an  eight-session 
study  guide  for  families,  church- 
school  classes  and  other  small 
groups.  The  course  is  based  on  The 
Cost  of  Discipleship  by  theologian 
Dietrich  Bonhoeffer. 

The  cost  of  the  calendar  is  $1.50: 
the  study  guide  is  $2. 

The  calendar  is  available  by  con¬ 
tacting  Alternatives,  P.O.  Box  429, 
Ellenwood,  GA  30049;  telephone 
(404)  961-0102. 
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”  A  WORD  FROM  HOME  " 

Just  a  note  to  thank  a  11  of  tire 
morNte  lous  jp  e  o  tp  1  e  who  supported  the 
children  ,  youth  and.  families  who 
wo  xr  e  sl  part  of  tiro  ministry  of  Tiro 
Methodist  Homo  of  New  Orleans  d.u.rinor 
1  9  9  3  - 

Our  eg  o  e  1  for  1994  will  t>o  to 
irroTreo.se  our  services  to  eeclr  child, 
young  person  and  to  eeclr  f  ami  lYT  who 

comes  into  our  f  ooilitv'  -  Your  gif  ts 
have  made  this  ministry  p>o  s  sible  and 
we  rremairr  confident  that  Y°ur  gifts 
will  help  us  reach  our  new  olrjeotive 

For  oil  tiro  t  you  do  on  tire  l>on  t  o: 
those  less  f  or  trine  te  ,  we  thank  You  • 
May  you  be  Ijlessed  with  goood  health 
and  eg o o d  fortune  in  tire  New  Year  - 

Most  sincerely 


.iolrard  E 


Dr’."'  Richard  E  /  tyodge  s 
Chief  EKeout i Of f ioer 
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Conference  Center 

Financial  Campaign  Up-date 


Total  pledges  $6. 1 5  million 

Received  through  Nov.  $  870,242 

Church  gifts  received  in  Dec.  $  98, 1 48 

Clergy  gifts  received  in  Dec.  $  9,886 

Challenge  gifts  received  in  Dec.  $  10,210 

Total  gifts  in  1993  .  $988,486 


Clergy  and  laity  at  Convocation  of  Boards 
explore  church's  great  potential  for  future 


Creeting  Bishop  William  W.  Dew  Jr.  SEATED,  episcopal  leader  of 
the  Oregon-ldaho  Conference  and  president,  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  the  guest  speaker,  are  a  group  of  Louisiana  United  Meth¬ 
odists.  They  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Rev.  William  Nolan,  pastor  Nolley 
Memorial,  Jena-Belah;  Walter  Parker  of  Pontchatoula;  Amy  Ward 
of  New  Orleans  and  Marilyn  Oden  of  Baton  Rouge. 


The  Convocation  Banquet  is  a  wonderful  time  of  fellowship. 
Friends  greet  friends  from  around  the  state. 


Some  youthful  representatives  enjoying  the  Convocation  are:  |ason 
Powell  and  Patrick  Anderson,  both  of  Farmerville;  Will  Bridges  of 
|ena  and  Matt  O'Dell  of  Alexandria. 


Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  will  sponsor 
Toughlove  against  violence,  public  forum 


In  response  to  the  epidemic  of  vi¬ 
olence  in  communities  throughout 
the  country,  including  Shreveport, 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  that  city  will 
host  a  free  public  forum,  Tough- 
love’s  Programs  Against  Violence. 

The  event  will  be  Saturday,  Feb. 
12,  from  8  a.m.  to  noon  at  the 
church,  3715  Youree  Dr.,  where  the 
senior  minister  is  Rev.  William 
Peeples. 

Toughlove  is  a  non-profit  organi¬ 
zation  aimed  at  helping  individuals 
and  communities  join  together  to 
combat  the  “virus  of  violence  run¬ 
ning  rampant  today,”  Suzanne  Ma- 
Gee,  Broadmoor’s  director  of 
communications,  said. 

United  States  Representative  Jim 
McCrery  will  speak.  Other  partici¬ 
pants  will  include  representatives 
from  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Youth  Services,  Guardians  for 
American  Neighborhood  Gangs, 
Shreveport  Police  Department, 
Caddo  Parish  “Drop  the  Guns,” 
Family  Crisis  Center  Caddo  Parish 


Juvenile  Services,  National  Guard, 
Alternative  to  Violence  Project, 
Caddo  and  Bossier  School  Board, 
Louisiana  Department  of  Youth 
Services  and  Caddo/Bossier  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Child  Abuse. 

“Members  of  the  community  are 
urged  to  attend  the  forum  to  find 
out  what  resources  are  available  in 
the  community  to  help  cut  the  vio¬ 
lence  in  our  neighborhoods,”  Ma- 
Gee  said. 

For  more  information  on  the  fo¬ 
rum  contact  MaGee  at  the  church 
office,  318-861-0586. 

In  Memoriam 

Eleanor  K.  Douglas,  83,  surviving 
spouse  of  Rev.  Luman  E.  Douglas 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  died 
Feb.  1.  Visitation  was  held  in  Baton 
Rouge  Feb.  2.  Funeral  service  was 
in  First  UMC,  Arcadia,  Feb.  3  and 
burial  was  in  Arcadia. 

Surviving  is  a  daughter,  Carolyn 
Fulmer  of  Baton  Rouge. 


Tiffany  Fiincks,  a  member  of 
Cornerstone  UMC,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  was  among  youths  who 
attended  the  annual  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  Boards  (an.  27-28  at  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 


Becca  Cottrill,  ABOVE,  member 
of  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  who 
headed  the  decorations  commit¬ 
tee  again  this  year,  lights  can¬ 
dles  for  the  Convocation  of 
Boards  Banquet.  She  and  com¬ 
mittee  clipped  dozens  of  camel¬ 
lias  in  the  rain  for  the  lovely 
table  arrangements. 


Monroe  attorney,  GA.  "Hap"  Mar¬ 
tin,  chair,  Louisiana  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  presided  at 
the  Convocation  banquet  and  at 
the  large  CCOM  meeting. 


You're  gonna  love  it! 

What’s  Love  Got  to  Do  With  It? 
Everything,  for  those  who  will  share 
talents  in  the  Valentines  Variety 
Show  Saturday,  Feb.  12  at  First 
UMC,  Shreveport.  Acts  must  have 
a  theme  related  to  love  as  St.  Valen¬ 
tine's  Day  is  celebrated.  Proceeds 
will  benefit  the  Human  Resources 
Center. 

Lake  Charles  District  Clergy  and 
spouses  will  gather  for  a  Valentine 
Dinner  Feb.  1 1  at  First  UMC,  De- 
Quincy.  Dr.  Ralph  Milligan  of  Sa¬ 
maritan  Counseling  Center  will 
speak  on  “Intimacy.” 


Louisiana  empathizes  with  California 


The  California-Pacific  Confer¬ 
ence  is  working  amid  the  destruc¬ 
tion  and  chaos  of  the  earthquake  in 
the  Los  Angeles  area.  Working  with 
them  is  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  with  funds 
coming  in  (and  more  needed)  from 
all  of  United  Methodism.  Louisian¬ 
ians  are  acutely  aware  of  disaster 
needs  since  Hurricane  Andrew. 

Rev.  Andrew  R.  Hurst,  campus 
minister  at  Louisiana  Tech  Univer¬ 
sity’s  Wesley  Foundation  in  Rus- 
ton,  reports  that  a  group  of  about 


20  students  will  go  to  Los  Angeles 
during  the  quarter  break,  Feb.  26- 
March  6.  Coordinating  the  project 
will  be  Alan  Johnson,  interne. 

“We  had  planned  to  go  to  work  at 
Harambe,  an  ecumenical  ministry 
to  Hispanics  and  Blacks  in  the  inner 
city  even  before  the  earthquake,”  he 
said.  “Now  we  will  go  to  clean  de¬ 
bris  or  do  whatever  is  needed.” 

Last  UMCOR  report 

The  last  UMCOR  report  was  that 
57  people  have  died,  9,158  were  in- 


Now  comes  Lent  penitential  time 


Lent  begins  with  Ash  Wednesday 
on  Feb.  16.  In  Louisiana,  it  comes 
the  day  after  Mardi  Gras,  a  day  of 
revelry  that  leads  us  to  a  time  of 
quiet,  spiritual  reflection  and  study 
in  preparation  for  Easter. 

Rev.  George  A.  McVay,  pastor  of 
Palestine  UMC,  describes  Lent  as 
“a  penitential  season  with  special 
services  to  commemorate  the  suf¬ 
fering  and  death  of  Jesus.” 

Although  Ash  Wednesday  is  a 
movable  date,  Lent  begins  that  day 
and  continues  for  40  days  until  Eas¬ 
ter.  The  liturgical  color  is  purple  ex¬ 
cept  on  Good  Friday  when  it  is 
black. 

Sunday,  Feb.  20  is  the  first  Sunday 
in  Lent.  Holy  Week  begins  March  27, 
with  Good  Friday  on  April  1  and 
Easter  Sunday  on  April  3. 

Many  of  our  local  churches  are 
engaged  in  special  Lenten  studies, 
services  and  activities. 


Beginning  Feb.  20,  a  6  p.m.  study 
session  will  be  held  each  Sunday 
during  Lent  at  First  UMC,  Berwick. 

“Follow  Me”  is 
the  title  of  the 
study  to  be  led 
by  the  pastor. 
Rev.  Barbara 
Duke.  She  said, 
“It  is  necessary 
to  pray  and  wor¬ 
ship  so  that  we 
will  continue  to 
feel  God’s  pres¬ 
ence  and  the  strength  that  God  pro¬ 
vides.” 

Rev.  Jose’  Garcia  and  Lesa  Miller 
report  that  churches  of  the  area 
north  of  Shreveport  will  get  togeth¬ 
er  for  a  series  of  interdenomination¬ 
al  Wednesday  Lenten  soup  lunches. 
A  Lenten  message  will  be  given  by 
the  host  pastor  and  the  entire  event 
will  last  from  noon  to  1  p.m.  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  the  area  are 
Belfiher,  Gilliam,  Hos^gfi  and  Ida. 


Around  the  Conference 


St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Shreveport,  cel¬ 
ebrated  its  35th  year  on  Jan.  23. 
Rev.  James  Poole,  superintendent 
of  Ruston  District  and  pastor  of  St. 
Luke’s  from  1968-77,  was  speaker 
at  the  morning  worship  service. 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Poole  and  Rev.  Bill 
Willis,  UM  hospital  chaplain  who 
grew  up  in  the  church,  were  greeted 
at  a  reception  after  the  service.  Su¬ 
san  Cooke  coordinated  “A  Wall  of 
Memories,”  of  photos  from  the 
church’s  past  years.  Virgil  Hilbura 
led  a  “A  Time  of  Remembrance,”  a 
sharing  of  interesting  and  humor¬ 
ous  events. 

•  *  * 

Rev.  Juliet  P.  Deschner,  associate 
pastor  of  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette, 
taught  “People  Called  Methodists” 
for  new  members,  prospective 
members  and  interested  members 
each  Sunday  last  month. 

Acolytes  add  much  to  worship 
services  and  their  fresh,  young  faces 
are  a  joy  to  see  as  they  light  the  can¬ 
dles  and  attend  to  other  duties.  The 
second  Sunday  was  Acolyte  Recog¬ 
nition  Sunday  at  Asbury. 

*  •  * 

A  group  of  acolytes  who  received 
special  training  was  installed  Jan. 
30  at  First  UMC,  Alexandria.  The 
acolytes  received  crosses  during  a 
morning  worship  service.  Judy  Run- 
dell,  who  was  instrumental  in  orga¬ 
nizing  the  Acolyte  Program  and 
worked  with  it  for  five  years  passed 
on  her  responsibilities  to  the  Youth 
Parent  Council. 

•  •  * 

The  Methodist  Men  of  St.  Fran- 
cisville  UMC  know  how  to  attract  a 
crowd  for  a  banquet.  They  had  Bob¬ 
by  Oliveaux  cook  cochon  de  lait  and 
they  served  the  roast  pig  with  all  the 
trimmings.  They  invited  guest 
speakers,  State  Representative  Don¬ 
ald  Ray  Kennard  and  Steve  Carter, 
both  of  whom  are  assistant  athletic 
directors  at  LSU.  They  asked  the 
Men’s  Folk  Choir  to  present  music. 
Joe  Kelley  and  Harold  Babin  were 
in  charge  of  the  event  held  Jan.  31 
in  the  Fellowship  Hall. 

•  •  * 

Worship  services  for  February  at 
Lakeview  UMC,  Shreveport,  will 
have  as  the  central  theme  “Praying 
at  Mealtime.”  Rev.  Conrad  P. 
Edwards,  the  minister,  said,  “Jesus 
told  us  that  every  time  we  eat  some¬ 
thing,  we  should  do  it  in  remem¬ 
brance  of  him.  So  every  meal 
should  be  Communion  with  God. 


Crowned  at  the  recent  JOY  (Just 
Over  Youth)  Club's  Mardi  Gras 
Ball  were  King  Herbert  J.  Este  Jr. 
and  Queen  Rebecca  C.  Este.  The 
club  is  sponsored  by  Algiers 
UMC  of  which  Rev.  L.  Andy 
Foreman  is  pastor. 


Sarah  Schoeffler,  LEFT,  Adminis¬ 
trative  Board  chair  of  First  UMC, 
Lafayette,  and  Bettye  Paris  are 
pictured  at  a  recent  Open  House 
in  the  Paris  home.  The  United 
Methodist  Women  of  the  church 
sponsored  the  event  for  all 
women  of  the  church,  visitors 
and  women  of  the  community 
not  affiliated  with  a  church. 

Praying  at  mealtime  also  helps  us 
remember  that  God  blesses  us.” 

Some  members  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  will  share  memories  of  mean¬ 
ingful  mealtime  prayers. 

The  Krewe  of  Grace  of  Lakeview 
will  sponsor  a  children’s  parade 
during  a  Congregational  Family 
Night  on  Mardi  Gras,  Feb.  15.  A 
meal  and  King’s  Cake  will  be 
served.  Barry  Hughes  and  Clay 
Eaves  will  provide  entertainment. 

*  *  * 

After  attending  the  VISION  2000 
training  session  and  the  Laity 
Training,  Bemadine  Johnson,  lay 


jured  with  1,400  of  those  hospital¬ 
ized.  About  40,000  buildings  have 
been  damaged  including  43  United 
Methodist  churches. 

Rev.  Debbie  Drash,  pastor  of 
First,  Thibodaux-Vacherie  UM 
Charge,  has  been  in  touch  with 
friends,  Santa  Barbara  UM  District 
Superintendent  Dr.  Brandon  Cho 
and  his  family.  They  had  to  flee  for 
their  lives  from  their  Northridge, 
Calif.,  parsonage  and  spent  a  night 
in  their  car  after  the  earthquake. 

Cho  found  that  his  car  phone  was 
working  so  he  phoned  and  then  vis¬ 
ited  as  many  clergy  and  laity  in  his 
district  that  he  could  reach. 

Cho  reported  that  28  out  of  63 
churches  in  his  district  and  many 
parsonages  suffered  great  damage. 
Many  were  very  hard  hit.  Five 
churches  in  the  epi-center  received 
the  greatest  damage. 

Aid  at  churches 

In  some  Fellowship  Halls  and 
churches  still  standing,  according  to 
a  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  satellite  teleconference, 
viewed  by  our  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  news  staff,  homeless  per¬ 
sons  are  being  helped.  Many  are 
sleeping  in  the  church  buildings, 
bathing  there  and/or  being  fed.  A 
group  from  Mississippi  has  set  up  a 
portable  food  facility. 

As  it  did  in  Louisiana,  UMCOR 
was  on  the  scene  early  assessing  the 
situation.  UMCOR  is  now  cooper¬ 
ating  with  the  Red  Cross,  Salvation 
Army  and  federal  agencies  to  assist 
the  people  of  Southern  California. 

Dr.  Cho,  who  was  also  inter¬ 
viewed  on  the  satellite  teleconfer¬ 
ence,  agrees  with  UMCOR  that  the 
best  thing  people  who  want  to  help 
can  do  is  to  send  monetary  dona¬ 
tions  at  this  time. 

Money  needed 

United  Methodists  may  give 
through  their  local  churches,  mak¬ 
ing  checks  payable  to  the  church 
and  designating  them:  “For  earth¬ 
quake  relief’  or  “Bishop’s  Earth¬ 
quake  Appeal.” 

The  local  churches  will  then  re¬ 
mit  to  the  Conference  treasurer  all 
funds  collected  with  the  Earthquake 
Advance  Special  No.  901330-  8. 

Current  needs,  in  addition  to 
money,  are  non-perishable  foods, 
blankets  and  baby  things  such  as  di¬ 
apers  and  formula. 

To  keep  in  touch  about  needs  of 
the  people  in  the  earthquake  area 
and/or  before  sending  material 
goods  call  the  UM  Disaster  Re¬ 
sponse  number  1-800-554-8583  to 
speak  with  a  volunteer  between  7 
a.m.  and  4  p.m.  To  volunteer  to  go 
to  California  call  1-800-918-  3100. 
To  hear  a  tape-recorded  message 
with  an  up-date  from  the  earth¬ 
quake  area,  call  (24  hours  a  day)  1- 
800-841-1235. 


leader,  and  Acquanetta  Reiss,  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  chair  at  Bethany 
UMC,  New  Orleans  invited  the  en¬ 
tire  church  to  a  Summit  Confer¬ 
ence.  “We  will  be  a  Serving 
Congregation  and  we  want  the 
whole  church  to  get  involved,”  Rev. 
Kenneth  M.  Fisher,  pastor,  said. 

Members  were  asked  to,  “Voice 
your  concerns,  leant  about  your 
Christian  responsibility,  develop  fo¬ 
cus  on  VISION  2000,  the  ‘94  em¬ 
phasis,  and  move  Bethany  onward 
and  upward.” 

When  Bethany  held  a  Candidates 
Forum  this  past  month,  all  of  the 
candidates  for  mayor  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  participated 

•  •  • 

Children  of  First  UMC,  Ham¬ 
mond,  have  received  thank-yous  for 
donating  25  Christmas  stockings  to 
the  Youth  Service  Bureau  for  distri¬ 
bution  during  the  holiday  season. 
Jeanne  Voorhees  a  member  of  the 
church  is  director  of  the  bureau. 

Small  toys  will  be  collected  all 
year  and  placed  in  a  “Treasure 
Chest”  for  children  who  go  to  the 
bureau  for  counseling  or  other  ser¬ 
vices.  The  project  was  organized  by 
Connie  Wet,  Commission  on  Edu¬ 
cation  chair,  Dewey  Sharkey,  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Ministries  coordinator,  and 
Glenda  Humphreys,  director  of 
Christian  Education. 


Faith  forum 
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'Winning'  idol  warps  moral  compass 


Only  Tonya  Harding  and  her  as¬ 
sociates  know  for  sure  what,  if  any¬ 
thing,  she  had  to  do  with  the  widely 
publicized  attack  on  Olympic  team¬ 
mate  Nancy  Kerrigan. 

As  the  Winter  Olympics  begin 
this  week  in  Lillehammer,  Norway, 
however,  the  Harding-Kerrigan 
saga  has  taken  on  a  life  that  goes  be¬ 
yond  the  fates  of  those  two  people. 

The  heart  of  the  matter  is  a  pierc¬ 
ing  question:  Has  “winning”  in  our 
culture  become  a  god — a  particular¬ 
ly  cruel  and  jealous  god  at  that?  We 
believe  that  it  has. 

As  evidence,  consider  what  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  utter  disgrace  of  the 
opposite  of  winning,  that  is,  losing. 

Superior  achievement  does  not 
shield  one  from  a  “loser”  label.  Pro¬ 
fessional  football’s  Buffalo  Bills 
have  had  the  best  won-lost  record  in 
the  sport  for  four  straight  years  and 
have  gone  to  four  consecutive  Super 
Bowls,  an  unparalleled  record  of 
sports  success.  Yet,  because  they’ve 
lost  all  four  Super  Bowls,  they  are 
branded  as  losers. 

Similar  examples  can  be  found  in 
other  arenas:  The  honors  student 
who  regards  herself  or  himself  as  a 
failure  for  not  winning  a  coveted 
scholarship  or  the  successful  mid¬ 
career  pastor  (or  lawyer  or  business 
executive  and  so  on)  who  sinks  into 
depression  when  he  doesn’t  win  a 
prized  advancement. 

What  appears  to  be  the  case  for 
associates  of  Tonya  Harding — and 
time  may  prove  for  Ms.  Harding 
herself — might  be  said  of  countless 


Editorials 


others:  On  the  way  to  the  heights 
(the  Olympics,  in  this  case),  they 
fell  and  lost  their  moral  compass. 

A  plausible  explanation  for  those 
seduced  by  the  god  of  winning  is  sim¬ 
ply  this:  The  compass  was  wrongly 
oriented  to  begin  with,  pointing  not 
toward  a  noble  ideal  such  as  excel¬ 
lence  (or  service  or  compassion,  to 
name  other  possibilities)  but  toward 
an  all-consuming,  morality-perverting 
obsession  with  being  Number  One. 

Such  a  compass  setting  obviously 
“misses  the  mark,”  which  the  Bible 
defines  as  sin. 

From  a  Christian  perspective,  win¬ 
ning  is  not  inherently  bad.  A  healthy 
desire  to  excel  is  compatible  with  us¬ 
ing  one’s  God-given  talents  to  their 
fullest.  That  desire  becomes  god-like 
and  demonic,  however,  when  “being 
first”  overrides  all  else,  including  a 
capacity  to  honor  such  authentic  val¬ 
ues  as  honesty,  fairness  and  respect. 

We  lament  the  Tonya  Harding  de¬ 
bacle,  both  for  the  sadness  that  it  has 
caused  in  many  lives  and  for  the  idol¬ 
atry  of  winning  that  it  symbolizes. 

On  a  positive  note,  however,  we 
welcome  the  opening  of  the  1994 
Winter  Olympics  as  an  opportunity 
to  be  inspired  by  athletes  striving  to 
be  the  best  that  they  can  be. 

Whatever  the  outcome,  no  one 
who  pursues  that  ideal,  in  sports  or 
in  life,  is  ever  a  loser  in  the  eyes  of 
the  only  Judge  who  counts. 
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SYMBOL  COURTESY  OF  U.S.  OLYMPIC  COMMITTEE 


The  symbol  for  the  1994  Winter  Olympics  in  Lillehammer,  Norway, 
represents  the  best  that  athletics  can  be.  But  the  worthy  goal  of  ath¬ 
letic  competition  can  be  warped  when  one's  moral  compass  is 
wrongly  oriented  (see  related  editorial  at  left). 


Are  we  to  pretend  that  'Sophia'  is  Christian? 


Reading  the  coverage  in  the  Jan. 
28  Reporter  on  the  so-called  “Re- 
Imagining”  conference,  I  am  moved 
to  reflect  that  the 
Nag  Hammadi 
texts  have  been 
available  to  the 
Christian  commu¬ 
nity  since  the  late 
’40s.  Every  first- 
year  seminarian 
knows  of  the  strug- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


con!  I  for  one  would  like  a  woman’s 
opinion  for  a  change. 

Anne  Y.  Hollis 
Electra,  Texas 


gles  of  the  canoni¬ 


cal  community  with  Gnosticism. 

None  of  this  is  new,  nor  are  these 
ideas  of  any  more  authority  today 
than  they  were  30  years  ago.  Their 
Sole  creative  function  has  been  to 
throw  light  occasionally  on  canoni¬ 
cal  Scripture  and  to  enhance  our 
knowledge  of  history. 

Are  we  to  pretend  then  that  be¬ 
cause  it  suits  some  folks’  needs 
now,  such  materials  can  be  picked 
up,  cobbled  together  and  used  in 
any  sense  authentically  Christian? 

We  have  an  authenticating  touch¬ 
stone  in  the  theology/theologies  of 
Scripture.  What  doesn’t  accord,  at 
least  broadly,  with  that  can  have  no 
more  claim  to  authority  within  the 
■Christian  community  than  any  of 
the  other  philosophies  with  which 
the  history  of  ideas  is  replete. 

Philip  M.  Niblack 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 


Seek  more  balance 

What  hyperbolae  (see  UMR,  Jan. 
28). 

Prayers  using  ‘Sophia’  as  a  way  to 
address  God,”  ...  are  sending  shock 
waves  across  the  UMC.”  Neither 
Good  News  nor  RENEW  represent 
the  whole  of  United  Methodism. 

You  would  do  your  readers  more 
service  by  attempting  to  help  folks 
understand  issues  rather  than,  “tab¬ 
loid  sensationalism.”  You  might 
seek  a  more  balanced  perspective. 
Floyd  McKeithen 
Independence,  California 


Editor’s  Note:  Unsigned  editorials 
which  appear  on  the  Faith  Forum 
page  are  the  corporate  voice  of  the 
newspaper  and  the  cooperative  prod¬ 
uct  of  UMR’s  editorial  board.  The 
board,  which  concurred  unanimously 
in  the  content  of  the  Jan.  28  editori¬ 
als,  is  composed  of  four  laywomen, 
one  layman  and  one  clergyman,  all  of 
whom  are  United  Methodists. 


the  worship  of  Sophia. 

You  don’t  even  come  close  to 
what  needs  to  be  done. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  staff  and 
directors  need  to  publicly  repent 
and  resign  their  positions  so  that 
the  Women’s  Division  might  be  re¬ 
turned  to  its  original  vision  and 
purpose — “sharing  Jesus  Christ 
with  the  world!” 

Wayne  L.  Norman 
Seminole,  Texas 


I  want  a  woman's  opinion 

It  appears  from  the  Reporter’s  Jan. 
28  editorials  on  the  “Re-Imagining” 
conference  that  it  is  the  men  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  who  are 
in  an  uproar  over  this  event. 

There  has  been  only  one  article  of 
significance  from  a  woman’s  per¬ 
spective  about  the  conference.  The 
article  featuring  Mary  Edlund  as  an 
attendee  of  the  Conference  was 
well-written  and  informative.  But 
where  are  the  other  articles  from 
the  woman’s  perspective — pro  or 


It's  a  witch  hunt 

Bishop  Earl  Hunt  and  others  are 
worried  about  the  emergency  of  a 
Sophia  cult  (see  UMR,  Jan.  21  and 
28).  If  today  this  is  taking  some¬ 
times  strange  forms,  we  have  only 
ourselves  to  blame. 

We  have  almost  totally  failed  to  ap¬ 
propriate  the  rich  and  inspiring  bibli¬ 
cal  teaching  about  Lady  Wisdom 
(Sophia)  to  be  found  in  Proverbs  8 
and  elsewhere.  The  same  goes  for  the 
erotic  Song  of  Sonp  which  also— no 
doubt  to  the  surprise  of  some — is  in 
the  Bible,  waiting  to  be  appreciated 
and  incorporated  into  a  well-rounded 
biblical  view  of  life. 

Brian  Rice  McCarthy 
Phillips,  Wisconsin 


We  don't  need  her 

There  has  always  been  a  feminine 
side  to  God!  God  is  responsible  for 
“that  creative,  powerful  force — that 
brings  new  life,  new  birth”  which 
Mary  Edlund  speaks  of  (see  UMR, 
Jan.  28). 

We  don’t  need  to  change  the  image 
of  God,  not  if  we  are  truly  looking  to¬ 
wards  God.  We  need  to  change  our 
own  self  image.  God  has  remained 
the  same — a  loving,  nurturing,  all 
caring  God,  filled  with  mercy  and 
grace — both  male  and  female. 

I  say,  We  don’t  need  Sophia!  We 
simply  need  to  understand,  know, 
and  accept  God  for  who  God  is! 

Marti  Middleton 
San  Antonio,  Texas 


I'm  astounded 

I  am  an  ordained  woman  minister, 
now  retired.  Never  once  did  a  “male 
dominated  church”  show  me  any¬ 
thing  other  than  God’s  love,  strong 
support  and  mercy  coupled  with  un¬ 
derstanding  for  my  many  foibles  and 
errors  because  of  my  naivete’. 

Since  retirement,  and  even  be¬ 
fore,  I  have  seen  my  sisters  in  the 
church  advocate  many  strange 
things,  much  of  which  seemed  to 
me  to  grow  out  of  a  self-glorifica¬ 
tion  desire.  1  refused  to  join  them  in 
their  numerous  meetings  with  plans 
I  could  not  accept  as  ways  or  means 
of  glorifying  a  feminine  God. 

I  am  astounded  at  some  of  their 
proposals.  1  most  certainly  do  not 
want  Sophia  or  prayers  to  her 
brought  into  the  church  into  which 
I  was  bom,  nor  to  become  a  part  of 
that  church  today. 

God  has  been  and  always  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  my  great  and  wonderful 
heavenly  Father.  Any  wisdom  1  may 
have  is  from  him,  not  Sophia. 

Elizabeth  S.  Nau 
Rolla,  Missouri 


You  don't  come  close 

Your  Jan.  28  editorial  suggests 
that  the  Women’s  Division  needs  to 
“own  up  publicly”  to  its  “misjudg- 
ment”  regarding  its  participation  in 


Our  hearts  decide 
if  we  bless  or  curse 


By  SUZANNE  BRANTLEY 


Last  summer  1  was  visiting  my 
82-year-old  mother  in  her  home. 
We  sat  at  the  kitchen  table  and 
spoke  of  many  things  and  then  she 
gave  me  a  great  gif).  She  said,  “1 
am  so  proud  of  you.”  I  left  her 
house  renewed  in  strength  and 
purpose,  happy  and  ready  to  tack¬ 
le  new  things. 

Since  then  I  have  been  thinking 
of  the  voices  in  my  life. 

My  grandmother,  Mama,  with 
whom  I  stayed  a  lot,  would  give 
me  a  Cokesbury  Hymnal  upon  ris¬ 
ing  and  say,  “Pet,  sing  a  song  be¬ 
fore  you  get  up.”  I  loved  for  her  to 
call  me  “Pet”  and  so  would  sing 
enthusiastically  one  of  the  faster 
songs  in  the  hymnal.  At  that  age 
the  slow  ones  held  no  interest  for 


My  Witness 


Suzanne  Brantley 
is  a  member  of  Fan¬ 
nin  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Victoria, 
Texas  (Southwest 
Texas  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 


apart.  Sometimes  my  words  have 
been  generous  and  life-giving  but 
at  other  times  I  have  intended  for 
them  to  hurt  and  do  harm. 


me. 

Later  on,  when  I  was  12  and 
awkward,  a  Sunday  School  teacher 
said,  “Suzanne,  you  read  this  for 
us.  You  read  so  well.”  It  has  been 
45  years  since  she  said  those  words 
and  I  still  remember  them. 

Not  all  the  words  have  been 
good.  Some  were  useless  and  de¬ 
structive,  like  the  harsh  voice  that 
said,  “You’re  no  good,  you  act  like 
a  — ”  and  called  called  me  a  filthy 
name.  It  took  a  long  time  for  me  to 
find  myself  after  that. 

Now  I  think  of  my  voice  in  oth¬ 
er  people’s  lives. 

In  the  Bible  James  says  that  we 
bless  and  curse  with  the  same 
tongue.  We  can  certainly  do  that, 
can’t  we?  We  can  build  someone 
up  with  our  words  or  rip  them 


What  makes  us  speak  as  we  do? 
Jesus  says,  “For  out  of  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  the  heart,  the  mouth 
speaks.”  There  it  is.  What  we  say 
comes  out  of  what  we  really  are  in 
our  hearts. 


So  I  am  looking  carefully  at 
what  I  have  allowed  to  become  a 
part  of  me  and  know  that  I  must 
pray  for  a  good  and  generous 
heart.  And  then,  with  God’s  help, 
my  voice,  my  words,  can  encour¬ 
age  and  lift  up  others. 


"My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Any  reader  may  submit  an  ar¬ 
ticle  for  consideration  (one  typed, 
double-spaced  page  maximum  length) 
to  "My  Witness,"  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas. 
Texas  75266-0275.  Include  a  stamped, 
self-addressed  envelope  for  return  of 
manuscripts. 


What  others  are  saying 


“It’s  no  wonder  that  we  don’t  all 
come  to  the  same  conclusions  when 
we  try  to  apply  the 
Bible’s  contents  to 
current  issues,  be¬ 
cause  the  Bible 
doesn’t  furnish 
specific,  all-pur¬ 
pose  rules.  The  Bi¬ 
ble  reveals  God’s 
laws,  like  the  com¬ 


mand  to  love,  and  shows  us  some 
ways  in  which  they  apply,  but  it 
doesn’t  tell  us  how  they  will  apply 
in  every  possible  setting.  Thus  when 
we  try  to  figure  out  how  to  apply 
them  to  a  particular  set  of  circum¬ 
stances,  we  often  come  to  different 
conclusions.” 


— Barbara  Wendland  in  her  newslet¬ 
ter,  “Connections.” 


“All  creation  with  its  endless  va¬ 
riety  of  forms,  shapes,  sizes  and  col¬ 
ors  is  good.  We  have  been  created 
with  an  infinitude  of  differences, 
yet  no  one  is  superior  or  inferior  to 
another.” 

— Dr.  Myong  Gul  Son,  writing  in 
the  newsletter  of  the  National  Feder¬ 
ation  of  Asian-American  United 
Methodists. 

*  *  * 

“Tobacco  is  the  leading  cause  o: 
death  in  the  United  States.  Yet  w< 
continue  to  advertise  and  sell  tobac 
co  because  of  two  simple  factors 
one  is  greed,  the  other  is  addiction 
Tobacco  companies  are,  in  fact 
willing  to  kill  people  for  profit 
That’s  what’s  happening.” 

— William  H.  Foege,  M.D.,  Execu 
tive  Director,  Interfaith  Health  Pro 
gram.  The  Carter  Center  of  Emor 
University. 


I  cringe  in  pain 

I’ve  had  it!  Enough  is  enough!  My 
whole  being  reeks  with  anguish, 
shame,  anger  and  betrayal.  They 
speak  of  Wisdom,  of  “Sophia”  the 
Greek  goddess  with  whom  they 
would  like  to  replace  Jesus  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  28). 

I  am  appalled!  It’s  rubbish,  pure 
garbage!  Somewhere  a  voice  calls  out, 
“Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  be¬ 
fore  Me,”  and  I  cringe  in  pain. 

Mary  Ball 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


watch 


HAITI  CALLED  'CRITICAL':  Officials 

of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Haiti  report  that 
conditions  are  so  critical  in  their  country  that 
people  are  eating  clay  and  water  in  an  effort  to 
fill  their  stomachs  and  fight  extreme  hunger, 
says  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 
The  agency  has  been  supplying  food  for  Haitian 
children  through  a  School  Hot  Lunch  program. 
To  join  UMCOR  in  providing  food  to  the  starv¬ 
ing  population  in  Haiti,  gifts  can  be  sent  to 
Haiti  Emergency,  Advance  No.  418325-4. 

'THEOLOGICAL  CRISIS':  Continuing 

its  sharp  attacks  on  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Women’s  Division,  which 
sent  56  women  to  a  controversial  ecumenical 
conference  last  November,  the  conservative 
Good  News  caucus  is  urging  the  church's  bish¬ 
ops  to  tackle  a  “theological  crisis”  facing  the 
denomination.  In  other  action,  the  Good  News 
board  reported  that  it  has  received  more  than 
43,000  signatures  on  petitions  asking  the 
Council  of  Bishops  to  reject  United  Methodist 
participation  in  same-sex  covenant  services 
and  to  uphold  “historic,  biblical  standards”  on 
homosexuality. 

SEXUAL  HARASSMENT:  A  Denver 
jury  has  awarded  $164,000  to  Dianne  R. 
Winkler  of  Aurora,  Colo.,  who  sued  the  Rev. 
Glenn  Chambers,  former  pastor  of  Denver’s 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  for  sexual  ha¬ 
rassment.  Mr.  Chambers,  64,  was  ordered  to 
pay  $58,000  in  damages.  The  church’s  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference  was  ordered  to 
pay  $  1 06,000  for  negligence  and  breach  of  fi¬ 
duciary  duty. 

INROADS  IN  RUSSIA:  A  massive 

evangelization  project  sponsored  by  a  wide 
range  of  U.S.  Protestant  groups — including  the 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists — con¬ 
tinues  to  make  inroads  in  Russia,  despite  po¬ 
litical  turmoil  and  efforts  to  place  curbs  on 
proselytizing  by  foreign  religious  groups.  The 
CoMission  Project  is  described  as  a  joint  un¬ 
dertaking  of  more  than  80  evangelical  Chris¬ 
tian  groups  in  an  effort  to  send  12,000 
missionaries  to  Russia  over  the  next  four  years. 

INCREASED  OVERSIGHT:  Increasing 
federal  control  was  a  topic  for  presidents  of 
United  Methodist-related  schools  and  colleges 
as  they  met  in  Washington  Feb.  1-2.  David  L. 
Warren,  head  of  the  National  Association  of 
Independent  Colleges  and  Universities,  told 
the  administrators’  semi-annual  gathering  that 
government  efforts  to  write  regulations  govern¬ 
ing  financial  aid  have  resulted  in  “intrusion” 
into  colleges’  determination  of  curriculum,  fac¬ 
ulty  and  standards.  Dr.  Warren  was  president 
of  United  Methodist-related  Ohio  Wesleyan 
University  in  Delaware,  Ohio,  until  taking  his 
new  post  last  August. 

INTERNATIONAL  APPEAL:  An  inter¬ 
national  appeal  has  been  made  for  at  least 
$500,000  for  humanitarian  assistance  following 
last  month’s  Los  Angeles  earthquake.  Church 
World  Service  and  Witness — the  ecumenical 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  USA — has  been  working  close¬ 
ly  with  ecumenical  and  interfaith  councils  in 
California. 
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UMW  videotape  responds  to  criticism 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

A  “video  letter”  mailed  last 
week  from  the  top  two  leaders  of 
United  Methodist  Women  de¬ 
fends  the  right  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  to  send  representa¬ 
tives  to  ecumenical  meetings. 

This,  the  letter  makes  clear,  in¬ 
cludes  the  recent  “Re-Imagining 
conference"  with  prayers,  chants 
and  a  worship  service  dedicated 
to  “Sophia”  (see  UMR,  Jan.  14 
and  28). 

'A  message' 

The  video-letter  effort  to  ad¬ 
dress  concerns  among  1.2  million 
United  Methodist  Women  was 
considered  unprecedented  in 
Women’s  Division  history.  Some 
600  copies  of  the  10-minute  vid¬ 
eotape  were  mailed  Feb.  2  to 
UMW  presidents — 70  at  annual 
conference  levels  and  530  at  dis¬ 
trict  levels. 

The  tape,  titled  “A  message  to 
United  Methodist  Women  from 


The  video-letter  effort  to  address  concerns 
among  1.2  million  United  Methodist  Women  was 
considered  unprecedented  in  Women's  Division 
history.  Some  600  copies  of  the  10-minute 
videotape  were  mailed. 


the  Women’s  Division,”  features 
UMW  national  president  Carolyn 
Johnson  of  West  Lafayette,  Ind., 
and  Joyce  Sohl,  the  Women's  Di¬ 
vision  chief  executive  officer. 

The  church’s  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  identifies  the  Women's  Di¬ 
vision  as  the  national  official 
policymaking  body  of  United 
Methodist  Women  and  desig¬ 
nates  the  division’s  officers  as 
the  UMW’s  national  officers. 

November  meeting 

According  to  Global  Ministries 
spokeswoman  Betty  Thompson, 
the  video  letter  was  produced  by 
the  mission  board  to  respond  to 
growing  criticism  by  United 


Methodists — men  as  well  as 
women — of  Women’s  Division 
attendance  at  the  "Re-Imagin¬ 
ing”  meeting  last  November  in 
Minnesota. 

The  meeting  was  held  in  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  midpoint  of  the 
“Ecumenical  Decade:  Churches 
in  Solidarity  with  Women.”  The 
international  observance  is  a  pro- 
grammatic  emphasis  by  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  Minnesota  gathering 
prompted  accusations  of  blasphe¬ 
my  and  heresy  from  Good  News 
magazine,  published  by  the  Ken¬ 
tucky-based  Forum  for  Scriptural 
Christianity,  and  from  RENEW, 
a  newsletter  of  the  Georgia-based 


Evangelical  Coalition  for  United 
Methodist  Women. 

The  Women’s  Division  paid  reg¬ 
istration  fees  and  travel  to  the  con¬ 
ference  for  36  elected  directors  and 
nine  staff  members.  The  division 
also  awarded  grants  to  11  United 
Methodist  Women’s  conference 
vice-presidents.  Total  division  ex¬ 
penses  related  to  the  Minnesota 
gathering  were  $22,000. 

'Key'  questions 

In  the  video  letter,  Dr.  John¬ 
son  identifies  key  questions  she 
says  United  Methodist  Women 
must  ask: 

f  Should  women  attend  ecu¬ 
menical  gatherings? 

/  Aren’t  our  faith  and  our 
God  strong  enough  that  they 
won’t  break  in  the  midst  of  dif¬ 
ferences? 

“I  think  the  answer  is  ‘Yes,’  ” 
she  said. 

“Four  days  in  November,  96 
hours,  is  not  something  that  will 
totally  change,  eradicate,  re¬ 
shape,  transform,  throw  away 


United  Methodist  Women  as  we 
know  it.” 

In  addressing  the  particular 
area  of  “wisdom  literature” 
called  Sophia  and  concerns  about 
United  Methodist  Women  who 
attended  the  event.  Dr.  Johnson 
said  she  trusts  their  ability  to  dis¬ 
cern  this  diverse  theology  for 
themselves. 

“But  more  than  that,”  she  con¬ 
tinued,  “I  trust  that  their  in¬ 
volvement  in  United  Methodist 
Women  over  the  years  and  over 
the  decades  [will  cause  them  not] 
to  totally  embrace  something 
new  without  inquiry.” 

Besides  producing  and  distrib¬ 
uting  the  video  letter,  Women’s 
Division  staff  have  responded  to 
some  120  letters  from  members 
of  local  units.  The  division  has 
also  received  at  least  1,000  pre¬ 
printed  postcards  taken  from 
Good  News  magazine.  The  pres 
print  asks  for  a  public  apology 
from  the  Women’s  Division  for 
its  participation  in  the  “Re- 
Imagining”  event. 


Burundi  civil  war 
strains  resources  of 
United  Methodists 


UNITED  NATIONS  PHOTO 

BURUNDI — Refugees  cross  the  Akanyaru  River,  which  forms  the  border  between  the  African 
countries  of  Rwanda  and  Burundi,  fleeing  months  of  tribal  fighting.  The  civil  war's  fallout  is 
straining  the  resources  of  United  Methodists  there. 


The  African  pastor  said  the 
new  task  of  Burundi  United 
Methodists  will  be  “to  begin 
again  all  that  we  were  doing”  in 
mission. 

In  the  town  of  Kayero,  staff 
have  abandoned  a  hospital  and 
seminary  supported  by  United 
Methodist  funds.  In  Gitega,  the 
conference  printing  press  was 
destroyed,  and  the  conference 


office  was  looted. 

Home  stripped 

Last  Fall  the  home  of  United 
Methodist  Bishop  J.  Alfred 
Ndoricimpa  in  Gitega  was 
stripped  of  everything,  includ¬ 
ing  the  toilet.  The  bishop  was 
on  his  way  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops  meeting.  He  is  still  in 
the  U.S.,  relaying  human  rights 


abuses  for  the  Burundi  Chris¬ 
tian  Council,  of  which  he  is 
president. 

Following  the  coup  attempt, 
most  annual  conference  leaders, 
including  the  bishop,  district 
superintendents  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies,  fled  to  Rwanda,  Tanzania 
and  Kenya.  However,  two  cler¬ 
gy  and  two  laypeople  were 
killed. 


By  DENISE  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 


Four  months’  tribal  fighting 
in  the  Central  African  country 
of  Burundi,  particularly  in  the 
capital  of  Bujumbura,  has 
forced  50  people — including  24 
children — to  stay  at  the  United 
Methodist  Burundi  Annual 
Conference  guest  house. 

That  and  j jw 
other  emer- 
gency  mea¬ 
sures  were 
described  last 
week  during  a 
telephone 
briefing  be¬ 
tween  the 
Rev.  Julius 
Jefferson  of  Amos  Niyizigama 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  Af¬ 
rica  Office  and  the  Rev.  Amos 
Niyizigama. 

Mr.  Niyizigama’s  duties  with 
the  Burundi  conference  include 
managing  the  guest  house. 

“We  have  about  eight  or  nine 
families  in  each  room,”  said 
Mr.  Niyizigama.  “People  are 
sleeping  in  each  room.  So  all 
the  rooms  are  very  full.” 

Nightly  clashes  between  Hutu 
and  Tutsi  tribal  members  last 
week  followed  appointment  of 


the  nation’s  agriculture  minis¬ 
ter,  Cyprien  Ntaryamira,  as  a 
successor  to  the  late  President 
Melchior  Ndadaye. 


First  president  murdered 

A  member  of  the  Hutu  tribe, 
Mr.  Ndadaye  was  Burundi’s 
first  democratically  elected 
president.  He  was  murdered  by 
renegade  soldiers  of  the  Tutsi 
tribe  on  Oct.  21  during  an  at¬ 
tempted  coup. 

Mr.  Ntaryamira,  also 
was  appointed  by  the 
parliament  for  the  post 
expected  to  take  the 
fice  Feb.  5. 

Ethnic  fighting 
months  ago.  Some  estimate  that 
deaths  could  exceed  the 
150,000  killed  by  the  majority 
Tutsi  tribe  in  1972. 

Since  October  about  800,000 
have  fled  from  Burundi  to  over¬ 
crowded  refugee  camps  in 
Rwanda,  Tanzania  and  Zaire, 
where  people  are  dying  of  hun¬ 
ger  and  disease. 

Mr.  Niyizigama  said  that  at 
the  Bujumbura  parish,  where  he 
is  the  pastor,  he  has  been  able 
to  hold  regular  prayer  services. 
Despite  spurts  of  fighting,  some 
80  people  showed  up  for  church 
one  Sunday  in  January. 


California  quake  means  'new  beginning/  not  ending,  says  pastor 


By  DON  SMALL 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

LOS  ANGELES — For  those  who 
experienced  firsthand  the  recent 
earthquake  in  Los  Angeles,  “business 
as  usual  is  no  longer  possible,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Gordon  Knuckey, 
a  pastoral  counseling  specialist. 

Mr.  Knuckey — pastor  of  Den¬ 
ver’s  Lakewood  United  Methodist 
Church  and  part  of  the  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  team  deployed  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief — said  children  and  the  elder¬ 


ly  are  most  vulnerable  to  the  effects 
of  the  disaster. 

Children  are  hurting,  but  are  un¬ 
able  to  verbalize  their  feelings,  he 
observed,  and  “the  elderly  have  lost 
a  lifetime  and  have  no  hope  of  re¬ 
placing  the  things  they’ve  lost.” 

Judge  the  needs 

However,  he  said,  local  churches 
can  offer  a  positive,  creative  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  tragedy,  by  taking  “a 
hard  look  at  the  needs  in  the  com¬ 
munity  and  (beginning)  to  minister 


to  those  needs.’ 

The  main  purpose  of  Mr.  Knuck- 
ey’s  presence  on  the  UMCOR  team 
is  to  provide  care  for  caregivers — 
pastors  and  others  on  the  front 
lines. 

“One  of  the  biggest  problems  we 
have  as  caregivers — and  we’re  all 
guilty  of  it — is  that  we  don’t  know 
when  to  quit,”  he  explained.  “We’re 
so  busy  giving  to  others  that  we  don’t 
know  how  to  receive  and  we  don’t 
know  how  to  take  care  of  ourselves." 

Mr.  Knuckey  calls  this  problem 


Korean  United 
Methodist  women 
prepare  meals  for 
earthquake  vic¬ 
tims  in  Califor¬ 
nia.  The  Rev. 
Gordon  Knuckey, 
a  member  of  the 
disaster  response 
team  deployed  by 
the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee 
on  Relief,  is 
charged  with 
providing  care 
for  these  and 
other  care¬ 
givers — the 
pastors  and  lay- 
people  on  the 
front  lines  of 
earthquake  relief 
(see  accompany¬ 
ing  story). 
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the  pit-bull  syndrome.  “A  pit  bull 
will  bite  onto  something  and  you  al¬ 
most  have  to  pry  its  jaws  loose,”  he 
said.  “We  caregivers  tend  to  be  like 
that.  We  are  so  busy  trying  to  save 
the  world. 

“I  try  to  remind  caregivers  that 
salvation  has  already  been  given  to 
the  world,  that  we  don’t  need  an¬ 
other  Christ,”  he  added. 

Good  turns  to  bad 

In  Mr.  Knuckey’s  handout  on 
stress,  “I  list  all  the  wonderful  qual¬ 
ities  that  we  have  as  caregivers.  But 
over  time,  as  we  get  stressed,  all 
these  wonderful  qualities  turn  into 
pretty  bad  qualities  and  we  begin  to 
feel  people  are  out  to  get  us.” 

Under  these  conditions,  he  said, 
people  tend  to  get  suspicious,  even 
paranoid,  thinking  whatever  agency 
they’re  working  for  is  “setting  them 
up.” 

Mr.  Knuckey  is  working  with  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  denomination’s  California- 
Pacific  Annual  (regional)  Conference 
to  move  some  pastors  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies  out  of  the  most  heavily  affected 
areas,  where  they're  working  almost 
around  the  clock. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  for 
other  pastors  to  be  brought  in  to  re¬ 
lieve  them  for  a  few  days  at  a  time. 

“When  they  come  back,  they  have 
a  better  perspective  and  experience 
real  affirmation,”  Mr.  Knuckey  said. 
“They  feel  supported  by  their  superi¬ 
ors,  by  their  congregations,  and  by 
the  whole  connectional  system." 

While  some  people  will  heal  more 
quickly  than  others  from  the  earth¬ 
quake’s  psychological  consequences, 
Mr.  Knuckey  predicts  it  will  be  at 


least  a  year  “for  people  to  begin  to 
feel  all  right.” 

But  that  period  also  can  be  a  learn¬ 
ing  period.  “You  leam  about  com¬ 
munity  and  people  caring  for  other 
people,”  he  explained.  “You  leam 
about  the  resiliency  of  the  human 


spirit.  You  leam  about  the  fact  that 
God  is  still  creating. 

"Some  people  are  saying  this  is  a 
sign  of  the  end,"  Mr.  Knuckey  said. 
“But  it  really  is  the  sign  of  a  new  be¬ 
ginning.  In  fact,  this  is  a  new  creation 
. . .  truly  an  opportunity.” 


CLASSIFIED 

LARGE  MEMBERSHIP  OF  THE  United  Methodist 

Church  in  central  Arkansas  is  now  accepting  resumes 
for  Youth  Director.  Deadline  for  resumes  is  February 
20,  1994.  Mail  resumes  to:  SPR  Committee,  P.O.  Box 
15183,  Little  Rock.  AR  72231. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  Ministries.  FuD-dme  po¬ 
sition  in  a  growing  church  of  2100  members  Salary  and 
benefits  commensurate  with  education  and  experience. 
Seeking  lay  member  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
or  diaconal  minister.  Send  resume  and/or  request  for  job 
description  ta  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
4669,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37831^669.  Attention:  Kenneth 
H.  HenderhghL  Deadline:  March  1, 1994. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/Organist  posi¬ 

tion,  Trinity-First  United  Methodist  Church.  810 
North  Oregon.  B  Paso.  Texas  79902,  (915)  533-2674. 
1500-member  congregation.  Requires  formal  organ/ 
choral  training,  advanced  degree  in  organ  performance, 
choral  conducting  Graded  choral  and  handbell  pro¬ 
gram.  35  rank,  3  manual  MoLlcr.  Salary  and  benefits 
commensurate  with  experience.  Resume/references  to: 
Rev.  Charles  Crutchfield  at  above  address. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR:  Full-time  position  with 
camp  in  NM  mountains  Skills  in  administration,  mar¬ 
keting  and  development,  willing  to  leam  and  travel  Job 
description  and  salary/benefits  package  available  upon 
request  Send  resume  and  references  by  March  15th, 
1994  to:  Craig  G  Cockrefl,  Sacramento  Methodist  As- 
sembty,  P.O.  Box  8,  Sacramento,  NM  88345-0008. 
(505)687-3414. 

PART-TIME  (20  HOURS)  DIRECTOR  OF  Chil¬ 

dren's  Ministry  position  open  3400-member  multi-staff 
in  DFW  metro.  Background  with  children  plus  organi¬ 
sational  skills  required.  Send  resume  to:  FUMC  530 
Elm,  Hurst,  TX  76053  or  FAX  (8 1 7)  282-5867. 

METHODIST  THEOLOGICAL  SCHOOL  IN  Ohio, 
a  fully  accredited  seminary  ,  invites  nominations  and 
applications  for  the  position  of  .Academic  Dean.  The 
Academic  Dean  has  primary  responsibility  for  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  school's  academic  program  and  su¬ 
pervision  of  academic  personnel  Qualifications  for  this 
position  indude  l)  earned  PhD.  in  relevant  field,  2) 
strong  commitment  to  the  heritage  of  the  United  Mctb- 
odist  Church,  3)  demonstrated  administrative  abilities, 
and  4)  leadership  in  theological  education.  Application 
materials  include  a  vita  and  three  letters  of  reference. 
Review  of  applicants  will  begin  March  1,  1994.  Send, 
materials  to:  Dr.  Norman  E  Dewire,  President,  P.O. 
Box  1204,  Delaware,  OH  4301 5093 1 . 

SEEKING  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries  for  ur¬ 

ban  congregation  of  2000  with  multiple  choirs  and  var¬ 
ied  program.  For  job  description  and  application, 
contact  White  Rock  United  Methodist,  1450  Old 
Gate,  Dallas,  TX  752 1 8.  (2 1 4)  324-366 1 . 

MINIS  1  tK  OF  EVANGBJSM/SINGLES  for  grow¬ 

ing  urban  church  in  exciting  suncoast  ah’.  Requires  en¬ 
ergy.  vision  and  ability  to  relate  to  baby  boomers.  Send 
resume:  Rex  James  Hamish,  Hyde  Park  UMC.  500 
W.  Platt  St.  Tampa.  FL  33606. 

MINIS  IfcK  OF  MUSIC.  1000-MEMBER  congrega¬ 

tion  in  East  Texas.  All  age  level  choirs,  handbells,  orf. 
Salary  negotiated  according  to  experience.  Send  re¬ 
sumes  to:  Rex  .  Matt  Idom,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  416  S.  Bonner.  Jacksonville,  TX  75766. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junahiska.  Incomparable  view  Completdy 
furnished  efficiencies  S 1 85.  week,  S625  four  weeks  Sun¬ 
day  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun, 
Drawer  1138,  Waynesx-flle,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 
627-9507. 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  NANNY/Housckeepcr. 

Mature,  energetic,  loving.  Non-smoker.  Newborn  and 
toddler.  Arlington,  Texas.  References  required.  Call 
Sandra:  (214)  373-1844.  (817)  548-9784. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY.  3200-member 
church  seeking  experienced  person  to  direct  ministry  of 
over  300  ycxith.  Salary/benefits  negotiable.  Please  send 
resume/references  to:  Search  Committee,  Portenfidd 
United  Methodist  Church,  2200  Dawson  Road,  Alba¬ 
ny,  GA  31707. 

DEAF  MINIS'  IKY  SPIRTTUAL  FORMATION  Di¬ 

rector.  Seeking  ordained,  diaconal  or  Christian  lay  per¬ 
son  proficient  in  ASL  and  open  to  working  with 
minimally  language  skilled  deaf  persons.  Position  will 
serve  residents  of  the  Southwest  Center  for  Hearing  Im¬ 
paired  at  Methodist  Mission  Home  and  persons  and 
churches  throughout  the  SWTC  of  UMC  Send  re¬ 
sumes  to:  Search  Committee,  c/o  13227  Hunter  View 
SL,  San  Antonio,  TX  78230. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUNG  ADULT  Ministries  to  join 
our  13-member  professional  staff  Prefer  a  young  adult 
with  a  degree  in  Christian  Education  who  can  work 
with  baby  boomers  and  their  families.  Send  resume  to: 
Rev.  Ray  Robinson,  Fust-Centenary  UMC  P.O.  Box 
208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABYT  Method¬ 

ist  Mission  Homc/San  .Antonio  now  accepting  apphea- 
^r^Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call  (210) 
696-7021  for  information. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  EDUCATION  Minis- 
try  for  1 100-member  church.  Send  resume  (with  salary 
requirements  and  professional  references)  to:  Rev.  Phillip 

A  Tarman.  FUMC  533  Grant,  Lovdand.  CO  80537. 

Faith  at  work 
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ALDERSGATE  '94:  A  fellowship  of  char¬ 
ismatic  United  Methodists  will  gather  in 
Washington  Aug.  3-7  for  “Aldersgate  ’94,”  an 
annual  National  Conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit 
sponsored  by  United  Methodist  Renewal  Ser¬ 
vices  Fellowship.  The  four-day  meeting  with 
the  theme  “Empowered  to  Live  for  Jesus”  will 
include  worship,  preaching  and  teaching,  20 
workshops  and  programs  for  children  and 
youth,  fellowship  officials  said.  Call  (615)  851- 
9192  to  register. 

RESURRECTION  '94:  A  record-setting 

6,855  youths  and  youth  workers  gathered  in 
Gatlinburg,  Tenn.,  over  two  weekends  in  Janu¬ 
ary  for  Resurrection  ’94,  an  evangelistic  retreat 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  Holston 
Annual  Conference.  Angela  Gay  Kinkead,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  National  Youth  Minis¬ 
tries  Organization,  said,  “I  believe  this  is  the 
largest  event  of  this  kind  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion.”  This  was  its  ninth  annual  observance. 

COMMUNICATOR  DIES:  The  Rev 

Gene  W.  Carter,  retired  staff  member  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications  (UMCom), 
died  in  Concord,  Calif.,  Jan.  28  on  his  78th 
birthday.  Mr.  Carter  retired  in  December  1981 
^fter  20  years  as  a  staff  member  of  UMCom, 
headquartered  in  Nashville,  and  one  of  its  pre¬ 
decessor  agencies,  the  Television,  Radio  and 
Film  Commission.  He  was  one  of  the  church’s 
early  specialists  in  field  work,  conference  rela¬ 
tions  and  communications  education.  In  1991 
he  was  inducted  into  the  United  Methodist  As¬ 
sociation  of  Communicators  Hall  of  Fame. 

BMCR  ANNUAL  MEETING:  “The 

Renaissance  of  Empowerment”  is  the  theme 
for  the  27th  annual  meeting  of  Black  Method¬ 
ists  for  Church  Renewal  March  23-26  in  Phila¬ 
delphia.  The  event  will  include  a  black  pastors’ 
institute  and  a  black  youth  convocation.  A 
meeting  highlight  will  be  the  bicentennial  cele¬ 
bration  of  Zoar  United  Methodist  Church — 
said  to  be  the  oldest  African-American  congre¬ 
gation  in  continuous  service  within  United 
Methodism. 

CONCERN  FOR  KOREA:  Some  38 

prominent  Americans  including  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops  and  pastors  have  formed  a  na¬ 
tional  organization  called  The  American 
Committee  on  Korea.  The  group  was  orga¬ 
nized  to  propose  an  end  to  what  is  described 
as  the  continuing  Cold  War  mentality  toward 
North  Korea  and  to  seek  diplomatic  solutions 
to  differences  between  the  U.S.  and  North  Ko¬ 
rea.  The  executive  director  is  the  Rev.  John 
M.  Swomley,  professor  emeritus  at  United 
Methodist-related  Saint  Paul  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Missionary  brings  God's  joy  through  music 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

CARDONA,  Rizal,  Philippines — Kihwa 
Jin  says  her  friends  back  home  in  New 
York  City  think  she’s  crazy  to  give  up  a 
budding  opera  career  to  be  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary. 

Ms.  Jin  contends  she  still  has  a  music 
career.  But  this  time,  it’s  teaching  others 
to  “claim  God’s  victory  through  song.” 

“I  want  to  show  God’s  concern  for  the 
poor  and  the  homeless  by  bringing  joy  to 
them  through  music,”  she  said. 

Choir  director  since  1989 

Ms.  Jin  has  been  serving  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines  since  1989  as  choir  director  and  teach¬ 
er  of  voice  and  music  at  United 
Methodist-related  Harris  Memorial  College, 
in  the  Philippine  town  of  Taytay,  Rizal. 

Harris  College  trains  United  Methodist 
deaconesses  for  ministries  in  education  and 
music. 

A  native  of  Seoul,  Korea,  Ms.  Jin  is  an 
alumna  of  that  country’s  Methodist-related 
Ehwa  University.  She  studied  at  the  Juil- 
liard  School  of  Music  in  New  York  City  and 


CARDONA,  Philippines  —  United 
Methodist  missionary  Kihwa  Jin  intro¬ 
duces  a  children's  choir  which  sang 
for  visitors  (see  related  stories  at  left 
and  below). 

was  offered  a  chance  to  audition  for  the 
Metropolitan  Opera.  Ms.  Jin  also  performed 
at  Carnegie  Hall  in  New  York. 

But  a  diagnosis  of  possible  breast  cancer 


soon  gave  her  a  detour  on  a  road  that  would 
change  her  career  destination  and  outlook 
on  life. 

“At  first,  I  was  angry  with  God,”  said  Ms. 
Jin.  “I  said,  ‘God,  you  are  so  cruel.  I  want  to 
sing.  Why  did  you  do  this  to  me?’  But  then  I 
remembered  that  it  was  God  who  made  me, 
and  he  wanted  me  not  just  to  sing  on  stage 
but  for  Him. 

“So  while  I  was  in  the  hospital,  I  prayed 
to  God  and  said,  ‘God,  I’m  only  29  years 
old.  Please  give  me  another  10  years,  and  1 
will  work  for  you." 

'A  new  song  each  day  for  the  Lord' 

That  was  15  years  ago.  Today,  Ms.  Jin 
says  she’s  in  terrific  health  and  “sings  a  new 
song  each  day  for  the  Lord,”  cramming  as 
much  music  ministry  as  she  can  for  impov¬ 
erished  people  of  the  Philippines. 

Her  voluntary  work  schedule  includes: 

•  Worship  services  at  Cardona  Bethel 
United  Methodist  Church  early  Sunday 
morning. 

•  Choir  director  later  that  day  at  Manila 
Korean  Union  Church  in  the  Manila  sub¬ 
urb  of  Makati. 


•  Teaching  voice  classes  at  Harris  Me¬ 
morial  College  in  Taytay  Monday  through 
Friday. 

•Bible  study  classes  at  the  new  Bethel 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Cardona. 

•  Community  Bible  study  in  the  fishing 
village  called  “Cardona  for  Christ.” 

•  Private  piano  music  lessons  in  the  eve¬ 
ning  for  United  Methodist  ministerial  can¬ 
didates. 

•Monthly  Bethel  Missionary  training 
seminars  in  a  non-formal  setting  in  Que¬ 
zon  City  for  church  music  leaders,  conduc¬ 
tors,  soloists  and  pianists  seeking  careers 
in  music  ministry. 

“When  people  back  in  the  States  hear 
about  all  the  things  I’m  doing  in  the  Phil¬ 
ippines — and  all  of  the  personal  money 
I’m  spending  on  these  programs — they 
say,  ‘Oh,  my  goodness!  Kihwa  is  crazy! 
She’ll  get  tired  of  all  that.  Now  that  she  has 
her  health,  she  will  come  back  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  and  sing  for  the  opera  again.’ 

“But  I  say  to  them,  ‘If  the  Holy  Spirit 
can  change  you  like  that,  you  can  still  sing. 
You  can  sing  for  the  Lord  and  still  have 
peace  and  joy.’  ” 


Filipino  Bethels  truly 
two  ' houses  of  God ' 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

CARDONA,  Rizal,  Philip¬ 
pines — When  United  Methodist 
missionary  Kihwa  Jin  selected  a 
name  for  the  two  mission  churches 
she  helped  start  in  the  Philippines, 
she  quickly  chose  “Bethel.” 

Both  congregations  broke 
ground  for  new  buildings,  thanks 
to  grants  from  her  home  church, 
Bethel  United  Methodist  Church 
in  the  New  York  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

However,  members  of  both  Fili¬ 
pino  Bethels  quickly  admit  that 
the  name  suits  their  congregations. 
“Bethel”  means  “house  of  God.” 

The  story  of  the  new  Bethel 
churches  begins  with  Angono 
United  Methodist  Church  about 
25  miles  southeast  of  Manila.  An¬ 
gono  had  an  outreach  ministry  to 
residents  of  Cardona,  10  miles 
from  there.  Cardona  is  a  fishing 
village  near  Laguna  De  Bay  in  the 
Philippine  province  of  Rizal. 

When  Ms.  Jin  began  attending 
Bible  study  at  the  Angono 
church,  she  offered  to  coordinate 
literacy  and  Bible  study  pro¬ 


grams  in  Cardona  along  with 
other  church  members. 

The  missionary  became  so  in¬ 
volved  in  the  program  that  she  en¬ 
listed  her  students  at  United 
Methodist-related  Harris  Memori¬ 
al  College,  1 5  miles  southeast  from 
Manila  in  Taytay,  Rizal,  to  help. 

Small  groups  of  people  young 
and  old  met  in  homes  for  study 
and  worship.  Vocational  training 
programs  like  sewing  classes  were 
developed  so  the  women  could 
earn  money  to  feed  their  families. 

The  outreach  ministry  flour¬ 
ished,  and  in  March  1991  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Emerito  P. 
Nacpil  (Manila  Area)  came  to 
Cardona  to  baptize  54  adults  and 
38  children.  Two  months  later, 
another  Cardona  group  was  bap¬ 
tized  by  the  Rev.  Som  Jong  Park 
of  the  “mother”  Bethel  church  in 
New  York. 

plot  of  land  was  chosen  as  the 
site  for  a  church  and  community 
center.  On  that  site,  one  year  af¬ 
ter  the  first  Cardona  group  was 
baptized,  Bishop  Nacpil  led  a 
ground-breaking  ceremony  for 
Cardona  Bethel,  with  only  18 
percent  of  the  money  needed  for 
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CARDONA,  Philippines — A  children's  choir  directed  by  United  Methodist  missionary  Kihwa  Jin 
sings  for  visitors  at  Cardona  Bethel  United  Methodist  Church. 


completion  on  hand. 

Writing  in  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  “Prayer  Calen¬ 
dar,”  Ms.  Jin  explained,  “We  be¬ 
gan  construction  just  the  same. 
After  all,  Jesus  fed  the  5,000  with 
only  two  fishes  and  five  loaves  of 
bread.  I  trust  Him.” 

With  gifts  channeled  to  the  Ad¬ 
vance  for  Christ  and  His  Church 
and  other  gifts  from  Methodists  in 


Korea,  that  trust  paid  off.  Now  the 
church  is  nearly  finished,  with  a 
children’s  Center  in  the  back  and  a 
parsonage  on  the  second  floor. 

Cardona  Bethel  members  took 
seriously  the  “great  commission” 
taught  by  their  mother  church  and 
began  an  evangelism  program  in 
the  barrio  of  Morong.  The  Mor- 
ong  fellowship  caught  the  “Bethel 
vision”  and  held  its  first  official 


worship  service  Jan.  23  in  a  rented 
building.  ....  ■  .... 

“You  come  back  to  visit  us  in 
the  Philippines,”  said  Ato  Malic- 
dem,  charter  member  of  the  Mor¬ 
ong  Bethel,  to  members  of  the 
church’s  Advance  Committee  as 
they  visited  the  mission  site. 

“You  see  what  Cardona  has 
done?  Next  time,  we’ll  be  doing 
the  same  thing.” 


SUMMER 
SCHOOL  IN 
RELIGIOUS 
STUDIES 

Tuesday  9  August  - 
Monday  22  August  1994 

UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE 
OXFORD 

Lecturers: 

Professor  John  Macquarrie 
Bishop  Kallistos  T.  Ware 
Bishop  Richard  Holloway 
Bishop  Kenneth  Cragg 
Dr.  F.W.  Dillistone 
Canon  John  Fenton 
Dr.  N.T.  (Tom)  Wright 
Dr.  Sue  Gillingham 
Dr.  Benedicta  Ward,  S.L.G. 
Dr.  Peter  Hodgson 

A  unique  opportunity  to  join 
a  small  ecumenical  group 
and  study  with  these 
distinguished  scholars  in 
the  intimate  setting  of 
Oxford's  oldest  college. 

For  brochure  contact: 
Norma  Christensen 
820  Park  Avenue,  Box  K 
Worland,  Wyoming  82401 
Phone:  (307)  347-3836 
Fax: (307)  347-2133 
or 

Fernand  Beck,  Box  K 
Fordham  Preparatory  School 
The  Bronx,  New  York  10458 
Phone/Fax:  (718)  884-6261 


United  Methodist  giving  hits  a  record  $130.6  million 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  the  United  States  gave 
$130.6  million  to  churchwide 
causes  in  1993 — a  record  high, 
slightly  exceeding  the  previous 
year’s  $  1 30.2  million. 

Announcing  last  year’s  receipts, 
the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  head  of 
the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  finance 
agency  here,  said 
local  church  ex¬ 
penditures  for  all 
causes — including 
congregational 
budgets  and  local, 
district,  confer-  Clifford  Droke 
ence  and  jurisdictional  mission  and 
ministry — totaled  $3.3  billion. 

“It’s  a  somewhat  remarkable  lev¬ 
el  of  giving  for  a  tough  year,  when 
many  of  our  churches  were  flooded 
out  and  had  to  suspend  regular  wor¬ 
ship  services  and  other  activities,” 
said  Dr.  Droke,  the  church’s  trea¬ 
surer  and  chief  executive  of  the 


General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration. 

In  fact,  total  contributions  were 
swelled  by  the  response  to  natural 
disasters.  Members  gave  almost 
$10.3  million  to  a  special  bishops’ 
appeal  for  flood  relief  and  $9.3  mil¬ 
lion  to  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief,  the  mission  arm 
that  supplies  aid  to  areas  and  resi¬ 
dents  affected  by  disasters. 

Dr.  Droke  said  it  is  impossible  to 
measure  other  funds,  materials  and 
volunteer  time  that  individuals  and 
congregations  donated  directly  to 
churches  and  communities  in  need. 

At  the  same  time,  giving  to  church- 
wide  “apportioned”  funds — those  for 
which  every  congregation  is  assessed  a 
“fair  share'' — rose  slightly  while  con¬ 
tinuing  a  several  years’  trend  by  fall¬ 
ing  short  of  budgeted  amounts. 

Receipts  for  all  apportioned  funds 
totaled  almost  $90.7  million — 84.32 
percent  of  the  more  than  $107.5  mil¬ 
lion  requested.  That  represents  a  1 .64 
percent  increase  over  the  previous 
year’s  $89.2  million. 


World  Service,  the  fund  that  pro¬ 
vides  key  support  for  worldwide  mis¬ 
sion  and  churchwide  agencies, 
received  $48.4  million  (85.67  percent 
of  the  apportioned  amount),  down 
slightly  from  the  preceding  year’s 
$48.5  million. 

In  addition  to  World  Service,  giv¬ 
ing  to  benevolence  funds  included: 

S  $  1 5  million  for  Ministerial 
Education  (79.39  percent  of  ask¬ 
ing); 

/  $7.8  million  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  historically  black  colleges 
(77.86  percent  of  asking); 

•f  $2  million  for  Africa  Universi¬ 
ty,  the  newly  launched  United 
Methodist  institution  in  Zimbabwe 
(83.6  percent  of  asking);  and 

f  $689,000  for  a  new  Mission 
Initiatives  Fund  established  by  the 
church’s  1992  General  Conference 
(81  percent). 

Giving  to  administrative  funds 
included: 

/$1.1  million  for  interdenomi¬ 
national  cooperation  (80.19  percent 


Church's  'high  court'  refuses  request 
to  reconsider  controversial  rulings 


of  asking); 

f  $3.2  million  for  general  ad¬ 
ministration  (82.88  percent  of  ask¬ 
ing);  and 

y  $12.2  million  for  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Fund,  which  pays  bishops’  com¬ 
pensation  and  provides  them  with 
offices  (91.7  percent). 


Stimulate  Your 
Thought  Life  at 
Asbury  Seminary 

ie  cutting-edge  theology 
of  Wolthart  Pannenberg. 

The  wit  and  wisdom  of  Thomas 
Morris.  The  doctrinal  distinctives  of 
Jurgen  Moltmann.  Asbury  Seminaty 
students  are  challenged  to  think. 

Year-in  and  year-out,  world-class 
lecturers  stimulate  the  Asbury 
community.  Elizabeth  Achtemeier 
(Union),  C.K.  Barrett  (Durham), 
Patrick  Miller  (Princeton)  and 
Donald  English  (World  Metho¬ 
dist  Council)  have  each  spoken 
in  recent  years. 


Offerings  for  special  Sundays  in¬ 
cluded  Human  Relations  Day, 
$499,000;  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing, 
$3  million;  Peace  with  Justice/World 
Order,  $175,000;  Native  American 
Awareness,  $267,000;  World  Commu¬ 
nion  Sunday,  $956,000,  and  United 
Methodist  Student  Day,  $453,000. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Declining  a  request  from  denomi¬ 
national  bishops,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Judicial  Council  has  said  it 
will  not  reconsider  this  spring  three 
rulings  it  issued  last  October. 

In  a  November  closed  session,  the 
Council  of  Bishops  decided  to  ask 
the  church’s  “high  court”  to  rehear 
cases  involving  services  of  blessing 
for  same-sex  couples  and  church 
grievance  and  discipline  procedures. 

Bishops  said  several  pending  cler¬ 
gy  sexual  misconduct  trials  would 
be  delayed  by  a  judicial  decision 
stating  that  church  officials  cannot 
impose  retroactively  new  church 
laws  defining  “chargeable  offenses” 
or  changes  in  statutes  of  limitations. 


Some  bishops  deemed  unclear  the 
court’s  response  on  same-sex  cove¬ 
nant  services. 

The  justices  said,  in  part,  that  an 
annual  (regional)  conference  of  the 
church  “has  no  authority  to  estab¬ 
lish  or  alter”  official  church  rituals, 
and  that  pastors  are  responsible  to 
“preach  the  word”  and  “oversee  the 
worship  life  of  the  congregation,” 
performing  their  duties  “in  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  Discipline”  and  in 
obedience  to  “the  order  and  disci¬ 
pline  of  the  church.” 

In  a  Jan.  3 1  telephone  interview, 
the  Rev.  Wayne  Coffin  of  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City,  Judicial  Council  secretary, 
didn’t  rule  out  the  possibility  that 
the  justices  may  reconsider  the  rul¬ 
ings  at  a  later  date,  “but  we  will  not 


be  rehearing  these  cases  at  this 
(spring)  meeting." 

Tom  Matheny,  the  Hammond, 
La.,  attorney  who  heads  the  council, 
polled  the  nine-member  court  on 
whether  to  grant  a  rehearing,  Mr. 
Coffin  said. 

Bishop  C.P.  Minnick  Jr.  of  Ra¬ 
leigh,  N.C.,  president  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service  that  as  of  Jan.  31  he 
had  received  no  direct  word  from 
the  Judicial  Council  on  the  rehear¬ 
ing  sought  by  the  bishops. 

He  said  if  the  justices  had  indeed 
turned  down  the  request,  “I  regret  it 
very  much.  It’s  disappointing.  We 
felt  it  was  important  that  they  re¬ 
consider  these  cases.” 


These  High-caliber  lecture¬ 
ships  complement  a  scholarly 
faculty.  With  doctorates  from  the 
world's  leading  institutions,  professors 
teach  students  to  think  clearly  and 
biblically.  Asburians  develop  a 
thoroughly  Christian  worldview. 

So  if  you  want  a  stimulating 
thought  life,  study  at  Asbuiy.  Call 
the  director  of  admissions  today  at 
1-800-2-ASBURY  to  learn  more 
about  degree  programs  and  future 
lectureships, 

A  Asbury 

Theological 
ft  Seminary 

204  N.  Lexingion  Avenue  •  Wllmore,  KY  40390-1 199 


Jurgen  Moltmann 

University  of  Tubingen 
1992 Ryan  Lecturer 
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Turn  about 
is  Christian  love 
in  action 

Bishop  William  Oden 

Who  can  forget  the  tremendous  response  through¬ 
out  the  church  to  the  disaster  of  Hurricane  Andrew? 

Florida  and  Louisiana  were  overwhelmed  with 
funds  through  UMCOR  and  volunteers  through 
VIM  in  the  fall  of  1992. 

Now  it’s  our  turn  to  give  even  as  we  have  received. 


More  than  100  United  Methodist  churches  and  a  number  of  parson¬ 
ages  were  damaged  by  the  California  earthquake. 


A  20-person  UMCOR  initial  assessment  team  was  on  site  immedi¬ 
ately  and  a  Bishops’  Appeal  has  been  set  out  to  all  United  Methodist 
churches. 


This  disaster  has  been  called  the  most  costly  in  our  nation’s  history. 
Over  60  persons  have  died.  The  cost  estimate  is  in  the  billions. 

Churches  should  be  receiving  offerings  now  with  contributions  sent  in 
to  the  Conference  office  marked  “Earthquake  Advance  No.  90133-8” 
or  “Bishops’  Earthquake  Appeal.” 


Conference  Center  Sunday 
will  highlight  progress 


A  special  Conference  Center  Sun¬ 
day  on  Feb.  27  will  highlight  the 
progress  of  the  center  and  will  be  a 
time  of  rededication  to  the  state¬ 
wide  project.  The  receiving  of  bids 
for  phase  one  is  scheduled  for  May 
with  a  tentative  date  of  May  28  for 
groundbreaking 
ceremonies,  Dr. 

Harvey  William¬ 
son,  project  co¬ 
ordinator, 
announces. 

Bright,  gold 
bulletin  inserts 
have  been  sent 
out  to  local 
churches.  Minis-  Dr-  Harv'v 

ters  are  asked  to  Williamson 

mention  the  center  from  the  pulpit 
and  elsewhere. 

The  fund-raising  campaign,  so 
well-received  and  supported  last 
year  throughout  the  Conference, 
brought  together  United  Methodists 
of  the  state  in  a  common  project. 

When  it  was  successfully  com¬ 
pleted  with  over  $6  million  in  cash 
and  pledges  raised  in  an  almost  un¬ 
believable  six-month  period,  mem¬ 


bers  were  pleased.  All  began  to  look 
forward  to  the  center’s  completion 
and  its  enhancement  of  the  lives  of 
persons  who  will  participate  in 
events  there. 

The  Conference  Center  will  be 
constructed  on  400  beautiful  acres 
in  the  center  of  the  state,  five  miles 
south  of  Alexandria  between  Inter¬ 
state  49  and  Highway  165. 

To  be  built  are  roads  and  parking 
areas,  lake  and  dam,  multi-purpose 
main  building  with  30,000  square 
feet,  three  lodges,  swimming  pool, 
caretaker’s  home  and  maintenance 
building. 

Williamson  said,  “The  new  facili¬ 
ty  will  provide  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  with  a  place  for  a  uni¬ 
fied,  inclusive  fellowship  among 
members,  an  answer  in  part  to  our 
need  as  an  Annual  Conference  for  a 
gathering  spot  and  facilities  large 
enough  for  Conference  program¬ 
ming. 

“It  is  to  be  a  place  for  shared  ex¬ 
periences  of  worship,  study,  spiritu¬ 
al  renewal  and  fellowship  and  a 
holy  place  for  people  to  gather  to 
center  their  faith.” 


Around  the  Conference 


PHOTO  BV  AUCE  DOWTV 

Mary  Landrieu,  state  treasurer, 
visits  with  Rev.Wilbur  G.  C.  Da¬ 
vis  Sr.  at  the  Martin  Luther  King 
birthday  celebration  in  Roberts 
UMC,  Denham  Springs. 

Martin  Luther  King’s  birthday 
was  celebrated  in  Roberts,  UMC, 
Denham  Springs.  Local  and  state 
officials,  including  State  Treasurer 
Mary  Landrieu  joined  1 7  ministers 
of  varied  denominations  and  hun¬ 
dreds  of  persons  from  around  the 
parish  for  the  program  of  singing 
and  speeches. 

State  Representative  Kip  Holden 

said  King’s  dream  was  being  jeopar¬ 
dized  by  isolated  families,  isolated 
individuals  and  schools  and 
churches  isolated  from  the  everyday 
life  of  the  people.  He  spoke  about 
some  of  today’s  problems  —  drug 
dealers,  teen  pregnancy,  dropouts, 
gang  violence  and  broken  families. 

“It  sometimes  looks  like  the  sur¬ 
vival  of  the  slickest,”  Holden  said, 
“Will  we  turn  the  dream  into  a 
nightmare?” 

He  said  it  is  true  today  as  it  was  in 
communities  hundreds  of  years  ago 
that  “it  takes  a  whole  village  to  raise  a 
child.  Everyone  wants  to  blame  some¬ 
one  else,  but  the  bottom  line  is  that  it 
is  everyone’s  responsibility.” 

Educators  spoke  about  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  education  “when  more 
young  black  men  are  in  prison  than 
in  college.” 

With  a  note  of  optimism,  the 
church’s  pastor,  Rev.  Wilbur  G.  C. 
Davis  Sr.  said  the  annual  MLK  Day 
program  could  become  a  format  for 
other  common  goals,  with  students, 
officials,  community  residents  and 
church  leaders  coming  together  to 
affirm  a  common  belief  in  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  improvements. 

•  *  • 


*  •  * 

Ellen  Blue  and  Charlotte  Brent, 

Louisiana  Conference  masters  of 
divinity  students  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  SMU,  both  were  recip¬ 
ients  of  Nicholson  Scholar  Awards 
this  year,  Linn  M.  Caraway,  asso¬ 
ciate  dean  of  students,  reports. 


Ellen  Blue  Charlotte  Brent 

*  *  * 


First  UMC,  Alexandria,  included 
the  Imposition  of  Ashes  (which  is 
optional  in  the  UMC)  at  Ash 
Wednesday  services.  Distributed 
were  Lenten  Devotional  Books  pre¬ 
pared  by  members. 

*  •  * 

The  VISION  2000  Committee 
and  the  Worship  Committee  of  Oak 
Park  UMC  where  Rev.  Mickey 
Stringfield  is  pastor,  distributed  a 
Worship  Service  Questionnaire. 
The  purpose  was  to  offer  members 
an  opportunity  to  express  opinions 
about  how  to  make  worship  services 
celebrating  experiences. 

Questions  included,  “Would  you 
like  more  upbeat  and  moving  music 
in  our  services?”  and  “Would  you 
like  more  opportunities  for  personal 
testimony?”  Members  were  asked 
to  rate  (on  a  scale  of  1  to  10)  the  sig¬ 
nificance  in  the  service  (to  them)  of 
music,  sermon,  scripture,  prayer, 
personal  testimony,  responsive 
reading,  special  lay  speakers,  special 


Rev.  Weldon  Bares,  pastor,  First 
UMC,  Plaquemine  and  Grand  River 

UMC,  was  re¬ 
cently  named 
“Citizen  of  the 
Year”  by  the  Pla¬ 
quemine  Kiwa- 
nis  Club.  The 
presentation  was 
made  at  a  prayer 
breakfast  attend¬ 
ed  by  over  300 

persons.  Rev.  WeWon  Blrel 
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Church  members  concerned  about  violence  in  state 


Governor  Edwards  asks  help  of  religious  leaders 


Governor  Edwin  Edwards  presents  a  proclamation  to  Bishop  Mar¬ 
shall  Gilmore,  RIGHT,  of  the  Christian,  Methodist,  Episcopal 
Church,  retiring  president  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference. 
At  the  annual  meeting  in  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  the  Governor 
called  on  religious  leaders  and  churches  to  help  curb  crime  and  vio¬ 
lence.  He  proclaimed  February  as  Brotherhood/Sisterhood  Month. 


Governor  Edwin  Edwards,  dur-, 
ing  the  recent  Louisiana  Inter- 
church  Conference  at  First  UMC, 
Alexandria,  appealed  to  religious 
leaders  throughout  the  state  to  help 
curb  violent  crime.  He  proclaimed 
February  as  Brotherhood-Sister¬ 
hood  Month,  a  time  for  prayer  and 
the  promotion  of  anti-violent  pro¬ 
grams  throughout  the  state. 

“This  problem  of  violent  crime 
and  the  continuous  loss  of  life  in 
this  state  is  larger  than  each  of  us 
individually,  but  collectively  we  can 
make  a  difference,”  Edwards  said. 

He  spoke  about  the  “innocent 
victims  of  crime,”  and  declared, 
“Children  are  dying,  and  children 
are  doing  the  killing.  We  have  got  to 
dig  our  heels  in  and  say  enough  is 
enough.” 

The  Louisiana  Interfaith  Confer¬ 
ence  represents  14  different  reli¬ 
gious  denominations  including  the 
UMC.  Attending  the  annual  session 
were  student  leaders  from  area 
schools. 

Edwards  also  asked  the  students 
to  get  involved.  He  said  they  could 
organize  anti-crime  groups  in  their 
schools.  He  urged  them  to  talk  with 
their  parents  and  religious  leaders 
when  they  know  of  guns  or  drugs  in 
their  schools. 

The  Governor’s  suggested  action 


plan  for  religious  leaders  is: 

/  Pray  for  peace 
y  Organize  Neighborhood  Watch 
/  Organize  forums  within  your 
community 

/  Back  drug-education  programs 
/  Develop  church-based  programs 
y  Support  Crimestoppers 


y  Invite  law-enforcement  to 
organize  anti-crime  seminars 
y  Sponsor  anti-crime  media 
messages  in  your  community 
y  Contact  the  Governor’s  office 
with  your  ideas 

y  Get  involved  in  the  legislative 
process. 


Hope  UM  Church  consecrated  in  Monroe 


Bishop  Alfred  Norris,  episcopal 
leader  of  the  Northwest  Texas-New 
Mexico  Area,  along  with  clergy  and' 
officials  of  Louisiana  UM  Church, 
participated  in  the  consecration  of 
Hope  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe  on  Jan.  23.  A  facility  pur¬ 
chased  from  another  denomination, 
Hope  was  consecrated  anew  “for 
the  worship  of  God  and  the  service 
of  all  people.” 

The  pastor,  Rev.  Larry  Martin 
and  superintendent  of  the  Monroe 
District,  Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland 
participated  in  the  service  along 
with  Johnny  Marshall  Sr.,  chair  of 
the  church’s  steering  committee. 

A  choir  made  up  of  30  young  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  church  presented  music. 

Dr.  Jack  O’Dell  and  Dr.  Donald 
Cottrill  were  among  those  repre¬ 
senting  the  Conference  Board  of 
Church  Extension  which  paid 
$50,000  toward  the  purchase  of  the 
$100,000  church  facility.  During 
the  first  year,  Martin’s  salary  has 
also  been  paid  by  the  extension 
board  which  will  continue  to  pay  a 
portion  of  it. 

The  district  has  also  assisted  finan¬ 
cially.  Dr.  Woodland  said  $40,000 
would  be  spent  for  major  renovations 
to  the  building  valued  at  about 
$400,000.  The  1000  Qub  has  desig¬ 
nated  offerings  from  June  1994  to 
May  1 995  to  go  to  Hope  Church. 

The  u-shaped  structure  includes  a 
sanctuary  that  seats  300,  a  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall,  12  classrooms  and  two 
offices. 

Woodland  said  “Martin  has  a  go¬ 
ing  program  and  the  church  will  for¬ 
mally  organize  in  September.” 


A  choir  of  30  young  people  from  the  church  participated  in  the  re¬ 
cent  consecration  services  in  the  sanctuary  of  Hope  UMC,  Monroe. 


ministerial  speakers  and  children’s 
participation. 


IN  THE  FOREGROUND  are  Bishop  Alfred  Norris,  LEFT,  and  Rev. 
Larry  Martin,  pastor,  of  the  Hope  UMC,  Monroe,  who  participated 
in  the  consecration.  Other  lay  and  clergy  gather  for  the  service. 


“The  Wizard  of  Oz  in  the  Land  of 
Apportionments”  is  the  theme  of 
the  North  Shore  District  Apportion- 
Meant-for-Missions  Fair  at  First 
UMC,  Slidell,  Sunday,  Feb.  20, 
from  3  to  5  p.m.  Twenty  booths  are 
planned  and  each  will  emphasize 
one  of  the  apportionment  askings. 

•  *  * 

The  Rev.  Ted  Freeland,  pastor  of 
Walker  UMC,  is  examining  the 
question,  “Where  Is  Your  Heart”  in 
sermons  during  February.  The 
question  is  being  explored  in  terms 
of  the  vows  members  take  when 
they  join  the  church.  He  said,  “What 
make  the  question  so  important  to 
our  journey  together  as  Christian  pil¬ 
grims?  Because  ...  the  author  and  fin¬ 
isher  of  our  faith  said,  ‘Where  your 
treasure  is,  there  your  heart  will  be 
also.’  ”  Matthew  6:21.” 


Dr.  Jack  O'Dell,  LEFT,  chair  of  Conference  Church  Extension,  and 
Dr.  Phil  Woodland,  CENTER,  superintendent  Monroe  District,  join 
Bishop  Alfred  Norris  and  a  prospective  church  member. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Conference  churches  and  individ¬ 
uals  are  seriously  concerned  about 
the  state’s  violent  crime  problem 
and  the  tag  Louisiana  has  received 
as  the  “most  dangerous  state.” 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport, 
held  a  public  forum  ToughLove’s 
Programs  Against  Violence  Feb.  12 
and  invited  law-enforcement  per¬ 
sonnel,  a  congressman  and  others 
concerned  with  crime  and  violence 
to  participate.  Those  attending 
sought  answers  and  ways  individ¬ 
uals  and  churches  could  help  curb 
the  violence. 

“Youth  and  Violence”  was  the 
theme  for  the  CCYM  Senior  High 
Retreat  for  9th  through  12th  grad¬ 
ers  Feb.  4-6  at  Tall  Timbers  Center. 
“Living  Nonviolently”  was  among 
programs  for  the  weekend  event. 

Teen  victims 

Teens  frequently  are  victims  of 
violent  crimes,  three  times  more  of¬ 
ten  than  are  adults.  Teens  also  are 
involved  in  violence  and  witness  it 
in  their  schools. 

Youth  violence  is  linked  to  other 
risky  teen  behavior  including  alco¬ 
hol  use,  binge  drinking,  cigarette 
smoking,  sexual  activity,  drinking 
and  driving  and  skipping  school, 
the  youths  were  told. 

Prisoners  in  the  Angola  Drama 
Club  presented  skits  they  had  writ¬ 
ten.  Donald,  a  man  who  had  served 
time  in  Angola  and  who  is  now  re¬ 
habilitated  and  studying  at  LSU, 
spoke.  The  gist  of  their  messages 
was  that  a  persons  has  to  take  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  his  or  her  own  ac¬ 
tions.  They  told  the  teens  to  “quit 
blaming  someone  else  for  the  way 
you  are.”  The  prisoners  and  ex-in- 
mate  cautioned  the  teens  about 
drugs  and  alcohol  referring  to  their 
use  as  “downhill.” 

Anger  Quiz 

“Controlling  One’s  Own  Anger” 
was  a  subject  for  discussion.  The 
teens  were  given  an  Anger  Quiz  and 
a  Color  Personality  Test  to  find  out 
things  about  their  own  anger.  They 
were  told  normal  anger  can  be  posi¬ 
tive  but  extreme  anger  can  rule  and 
wreck  lives. 

Ministers  are  speaking  out  about 
violence. 

Dr.  Charles  Simmons,  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  on 
Feb.  6  spoke  in  that  church  about 
violence  and  crime  “and  the  lack  of 
regard  for  human  life”  in  a  sermon 
titled, ’’Walk  Easy  on  the  Earth.” 

He  said,”We  are  killing  ourselves. 
There  is  a  better  way.  We  are  capa¬ 
ble  of  respecting  one  another  and 
restoring  the  dignity  and  hope  of  all 
...  It  is  our  call  as  Christians.  You 
just  have  to  start  somewhere.  When 
you  find  you  are  unjustly  mistreat¬ 
ed,  you  have  to  choose  to  respond 
in  the  spirit  of  Christ  rather  than  in 
anger." 

He  said  a  man  (a  spectator) 
poured  beer  in  the  face  of  the  fam¬ 
ous  golfer,  Gary  Player  as  Player 
was  engaged  in  a  tournament.  Play¬ 
er  could  have  responded  with  anger 
but  instead  he  calmly  said  to  the 
man,  “If  1  ever  did  anything  to  you, 
sir,  I  am  deeply  sorry." 

The  closing  hymn  was  “Let  There 
Be  Peace  on  Earth  and  Let  It  Begin 
With  Me.” 

Dr.  William  Hinson 
minister  and  author 
to  be  in  Leesville 

Dr.  William  H.  Hinson,  noted  au¬ 
thor  and  minister  of  the  world’s 
largest  United  Methodist  Church, 
First  UMC,  Houston,  will  conduct 
revival  sendees  Feb.  20-22  at  6  p.m. 
daily  in  First  UMC,  Leesville,  Rev. 
Ryan  Horton  Jr.,  pastor,  reports. 

Hinson  is  seen  weekly  on  the 
Faith  and  Values  Channel. 

His  books  include  Triumphant 
Living  in  Turbulent  Times,  Faith, 
Lies  and  Opinion  Polls,  Solid  Living 
in  a  Shattered  World,  A  Place  to  Dig 
In:  Doing  Evangelism  in  the  Local 
Church,  Reshaping  the  Inner  You: 
Being  Transformed  by  the  Power  of 
God’s  Love  and  The  Power  of  Holy 
Habits. 
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Freedom  to  go  to  church  IS  a  big  deal 


REPORTER  Fill  PHOTO 


“House  church"  meetings  like  this  Chinese  gathering  are  among  religious  expressions  threatened  by 
new  government  policies  in  China.  American  Christians  who  take  their  freedom  of  religion  for  granted 
should  note  how  many  places  worldwide  restrict  the  practice  of  faith  (see  editorial  at  left). 


It’s  Sunday  morning. 

You  roll  over  in  bed  and  look  at 
the  clock.  Church  worship  service 
begins  in  an  hour.  But  the  chance  to 
sleep  in  feels  SO  good.  Why  not  just 
take  a  walk  in  the  woods  later  in¬ 
stead  of  dressing  up  for  church?  De¬ 
ciding,  you  go  back  to  sleep. 

No  big  deal,  right? 

Don’t  be  so  sure. 

A  clue  about  why  it  is  a  big  deal 
comes  from  China. 

An  obscure  news  report  stated  re¬ 
cently  that  the  Chinese  government 

Editorials 

'cracked  down — again— on  religious 
freedom  in  that  country.  The  aim: 
Stop  outsiders  from  converting  Chi¬ 
nese  people  and  starting  religious 
education. 

The  report  pointed  out  that  the  new 
restrictions  are  part  of  an  ongoing  pat¬ 
tern  of  limiting  religious  freedom 
even  among  indigenous  religious 
groups,  Christian  and  non-Christian. 
The  government  “has  cracked  down 
harshly  on  all  unofficial  religious  ac¬ 
tivities” — that  is,  all  activities  that  the 
government  doesn’t  approve. 

1  Any  such  news  about  restrictions 
ion  religious  freedom  should  con¬ 
cern  all  Christians. 

What  happened  recently  in  China 
:  is  far  from  isolated.  In  fundamen¬ 
talist  Islamic  countries  such  as  Iran, 
■non-Muslims  are  actively  persecut¬ 
ed.  In  countries  with  recent  totali¬ 
tarian  histories,  such  as  the  former 
f  Russian  republics  and  eastern  Euro¬ 
pean  nations,  newly  acquired  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  remains  fragile. 

In  short,  when  viewed  from  a 
■■global  perspective,  spiritual  free- 
jdoms  that  we  in  the  U.S.  take  for 
;  granted — open  worship  of  God,  un¬ 
fettered  participation  in  religious 
communities,  and  critique  of  secu- 
■lar  society  on  religious  grounds — 
;  are  seen  to  be  far  from  universal, 
f  Furthermore,  where  a  measure  of 
:  religious  freedom  has  been  gained 
'under  conditions  of  repression,  it 
tends  to  be  valued  more  highly  than 
typically  is  the  case  in  the  U.S.  de¬ 
spite  (and  _  maybe  because  of)  our 


200-plus  years’  history  of  constitu¬ 
tionally  protected  religious  freedom. 

The  message:  Your  opportunity 
to  roll  out  of  bed  on  any  given  Sun¬ 
day  and  go  to  church  is  a  big  deal.  It 
is  a  chance  to  do  what  countless 
people  throughout  the  world  would 
love  to  do  but  cannot:  Freely  engage 
in  open  expressions  of  their  reli¬ 
gious  faith. 

Those  include  expressions  that 
may,  and  occasionally  must,  pro¬ 


phetically  challenge  the  temporal 
“principalities  and  powers”  which 
powerfully  shape  our  daily  lives. 

Hence,  as  you  consider  sleeping 
in  some  Sunday,  remind  yourself 
that  sisters  and  brothers  in  China 
and  elsewhere  regularly  get  out  of 
bed  and  risk  their  daily  lives  to  ex¬ 
press  their  religious  beliefs. 

As  a  wake-up  exercise  for  Sunday 
school  and  other  church  study  groups 
on  this  issue,  try  this:  Over  a  period 


of  several  weeks  or  months,  monitor 
and  discuss  news  related  to  religious 
freedom  around  the  world,  such  as 
recent  developments  in  China. 

Doing  so  can  be  an  effective  re¬ 
minder  of  our  own  precious  freedom. 
At  the  same  time,  it  can  provide  an 
informed  basis  for  opposing  religious 
repression  and  supporting  religious 
liberty  worldwide — all  in  the  name 
of  the  One  who  “for  freedom  has  set 
us  free”  (Galatians  5:1). 


Your  stories  show  why  the  church 


-  -  i 

What  others 
are  saying 

“Worship  is  never  self-serving. 
It  is  an  expression  of  adoration 
of  God.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  Ken¬ 
neth  L.  Carder  (Nashville  Area). 

*  *  * 

“When  I  attended  seminary,  I 
thought  my 
church  was  pre¬ 
paring  me  to 
serve  any  con¬ 
gregation,  but 
that’s  not  the 
case.” 

— The  Rev. 
Joseph  L.  Ro- 
Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal,  encouraging  pas¬ 
toral  appointment  based  on  “gifts 
and  graces”  rather  than  race. 

*  *  * 

“The  music  that  we  employ  in 
worship  should  be  both  appropri¬ 
ate  and  meaningful,  just  as  each 
element  in  the  worship  experi¬ 
ence  must  also  be  appropriate 
and  meaningful.  . . .  Let’s  keep 
one  foot  in  the  cathedral  and  the 
other  in  the  prayer  meeting.” 

— The  Rev.  William  K.  Quick,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  Metropolitan  UMC 
in  Detroit,  writing  in  “Worship 
Arts.” 

*  *  * 

“We  Christians  can’t  afford  to 
reject  prickly  new  ideas  too  hasti¬ 
ly.  Some  of  them  may  be  nutri¬ 
tious  food  that  God  is  offering 
us.  They  may  be  part  of  God’s 
‘new  thing.’  ” 

— Barbara  Wendland  in  her 
newsletter,  “Connections.” 


After  reading  the  Jan.  28  Reporter 
I  am  beginning  to  understand  what 
the  lay  person  meant  when  he  said 
“The  church  I  love  drives  me  crazy.” 

One  page  carries  the  report  of  a 
leader  trying  to  explain  why  it  was 
OK  to  participate  in  an  ancient  heresy 
(worship  of  Sophia)  and  another  page 
gives  us  a  “theologian”  proclaiming 
“being  a  Christian  has  nothing  to  do 
with  worship”  who  ends  his  lecture 
growling  “Now  let’s  fight.” 

Perhaps  next  week  we  shall  be  fa¬ 
vored  with  a  review  of  Stanley  Hauer- 
haus’s  new  book  decrying  the  practice 
of  reading  the  Bible  in  America. 

Thanks,  however  for  printing  the 
testimony  of  Elizabeth  Dole  re¬ 
minding  us  that  “having  a  personal 
relationship  with  the  Lord  is  what 
really  counts.” 

If  the  history  of  Christianity  is  a 
chain  of  resurrections  (John  Calvin'’) 
a  resurrection  time  must  be  nearing. 
After  all,  how  dead  can  we  get? 

Robert  A.  Mulligan 
Savoy,  Illinois 


I  nearly  laughed 

I  read  your  account  of  the  “So¬ 
phia”  cult  (see  UMR,  Jan.  28)  and 
then  remembered  my  mythology.  Lo, 
the  Great  Goddess,  the  Mother  God¬ 
dess,  the  Earth  Goddess,  Ceres,  and 
Cybele  retumeth.  She  is  worshipped 
with  libations  as  of  old.  Will  the  next 
General  Conference  be  opened  by  a 
study  of  chicken  entrails? 

I  nearly  laughed  at  all  this,  but  I 
didn’t.  Instead,  I  thought  of  how 
our  church  for  decades  has  permit¬ 
ted  its  paid  employees  to  disregard 
the  Articles  of  Religion  and  the  de¬ 
cisions  of  the  General  Conference. 
And  I  thought  of  my  own  attempts 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

to  increase  giving  to  my  church,  and 
it  hurt. 

I  hope  I  will  live  long  enough  to 
see  the  General  Conference  set  up 
an  executive  committee,  made  up 
of  bishops  and  lay  persons,  to  over¬ 
see  the  church’s  work  between  ses¬ 
sions  of  the  General  Conference. 
Give  the  committee  the  right  to  fire 
or  pull  the  credentials  of  those  who 
embarrass  us  and  maybe  God  by 
their  social  hang-ups.  This  must  be 
fixed,  once  and  for  all. 

Homer  T.  Fort 
Midland,  Texas 

It's  symbolic 

Language  is  symbolic  representa¬ 
tion  of  our  individual  perceptions 
of  reality.  Language,  therefore,  also 
shapes  our  perceptions  of  reality 
and  can  be  uplifting  or  damaging  to 
the  self-respect  or  sensibilities  of 
the  hearer. 

We  must  not,  however,  equate 
language  with  reality  itself.  The  out¬ 
rage  expressed  by  the  Good  News 
folks  over  the  use  of  the  name  So¬ 
phia  for  God  (see  UMR,  Jan.  21) 
indicates  to  me  they  fear  their  God 
is  too  weak  to  survive  being  called 
by  a  different  name. 

If,  by  using  the  name  Sophia,  a 
person  can  come  to  understand  the 
One  clearer  or  more  deeply  then  no 
harm  is  done  to  me  or  to  Christian¬ 
ity  and  certainly  not  to  God. 

Edward  C.  Martin 
Atascadero,  California 


It's  open 

1  have  for  many  years  considered 
myself  a  “moderate”  feminist.  In 
regards  to  the  Sophia  issue  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  28),  I  find  that  I  belong, 
at  least  according  to  your  editorial, 
in  the  “radical”  group. 

I  find  myself  a  bit  hot-under-the- 
collar  when  I  read  that  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  should  “own  up 
publicly  to  their  misjudgment”  in 
participating  in  the  ecumenical 
“Re-Imagining  Conference”  in 
Minneapolis  which  drew  heavily 
upon  the  Sophia  image  of  God. 

I  will  accept  the  legend  that  Jesus 
Christ  in  human  form  was  a  male, 
but  beyond  that  (if  you’re  talking 
about  God  or  about  the  Holy  Spirit) 
I  feel  it  is  an  open  question,  if  for 
no  other  reason  than  that  placing  a 
gender  label  on  a  god-figure  is  a  par¬ 
ticularly  human  thing  to  do.  In  so 
doing,  we  attempt  to  couch  the  un¬ 
fathomable  entity  that  is  God  in  hu¬ 
manly  understandable  terms. 

As  a  Christian,  I  will  not  allow 
myself  to  be  roped  in,  but  will  do 
my  best  to  remain  a  receptive  ves¬ 
sel,  with  Jesus  Christ’s  teachings  be¬ 
ing  my  only  guide. 

Deborah  A.  Vardiman 
Waco,  Texas 

I  object  to  'niggling' 

Religious  News  Service  commen¬ 
tator  Abigail  McCarthy  makes  an 
appealing  case  for  the  power  of 
movies  to  become  a  worship  experi¬ 
ence  (see  UMR,  Jan.  21).  Then  she 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Hebrew  13:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  13 

Sunday:  Psalms  50:1-2 
Monday:  Psalms  50:3-6 
Tuesday:  2  Kings  2:1-8 
Wednesday:  2  Kings  2:9-12 
Thursday:  2  Corinthians  4:3-4 
Friday:  2  Corinthians  4:5-6 
Saturday:  Mark  9:2-9 
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We  chose  redemption 
after  church  vandalism 


By  ED  DeWEESE 

Imagine  my  surprise  when  I  en¬ 
tered  the  church  office  one  morn¬ 
ing  to  behold  a  glorious  mess. 

Black  toner  from  the  copy  ma¬ 
chine  was  on  the  floor  and  all  over 
the  tables  and  furniture.  The  copy 
machine  was  open,  pieces  on  the 
floor.  Graffiti  covered  the  walls. 

I  entered  my  adjacent  office. 
The  desk  drawer  was  open,  pa¬ 
pers  scattered  over  the  floor. 
Some  jewelry  that  had  belonged 
to  my  late  father  was  missing. 

Faced  with  this  disappointing 
development,  I  reflected  and 
prayed  before  acting.  But  when  I 
discovered  my  late  father’s  watch 
and  lapel  pin  were  gone,  I  wept. 

No  clues  found 

The  law  officers  found  no  clues 
at  first.  Our  youth  director  found 
a  sheet  of  paper  with  two  names 
written  on  it.  The  sheriff’s  office 
ran  a  check  and  discovered  they 
were  two  male  youths,  ages  12 
and  14  from  a  neighboring  town 
about  30  miles  away. 

The  law  officers  asked,  “What 
do  you  want  us  to  do?” 

“What  are  the  options?”  I  re¬ 
sponded. 

“We  can  arrest  them,”  he  re¬ 
plied. 

I  sought  other  options  from  our 
youth  director,  who  is  a  law  stu¬ 
dent  and  from  the  chairman  of 
our  board,  who  is  a  doctor.  Some¬ 
one  suggested  we  meet  with  the 
boys,  their  parents,  the  law  officer, 
and  officials  of  the  church. 

We  agreed  and  met  with  the 
boys,  their  mothers,  police  offi¬ 
cers  and  church  officials. 

Everyone  'on  edge' 

As  the  meeting  started,  every¬ 
one  was  “on  edge.”  The  boys 
were  shy  and  nervous. 

We  began  with  a  prayer  for  the 
Holy  Spirit’s  guidance.  I  began  to 
realize  the  chief  purpose  of  the 
meeting  was  not  just  repairing 
the  church  equipment  or  recover- 


My  Witness 


The  Rev.  Ed  DeWeese  is  pastor  of 
Creensburg  (La.)  United  Methodist 
Church  (Louisiana  Annual 
Conference). 


ing  the  stolen  goods,  but  assisting 
these  two  boys  to  come  to  know 
Christ  and  to  re-direct  their  lives. 

It  was  quite  painful  for  them, 
but  each  of  the  boys  admitted  the 
vandalism  and  theft. 

After  much  discussion  it  was  de¬ 
cided  that  they  would  come  to  the 
church  on  six  consecutive  Satur¬ 
day  mornings  and  rake  leaves, 
wash  windows,  etc.  Their  parents 
agreed  to  reimburse  the  church  for 
damages.  My  father’s  watch  had 
been  destroyed;  I  forgave  that. 

One  boy  came 

How  has  it  turned  out?  Four 
straight  Saturdays  one  of  the 
boys  has  come  and  fulfilled  his 
agreement.  The  other  has  not. 

We  are  now  inviting  the  re¬ 
sponsive  boy  to  youth  fellowship 
and  our  active  youth  program. 

We  have  now  turned  the  other 
boy  back  over  to  the  law.  After 
prayer  and  thought  we  reasoned 
it  would  be  unfair  to  the  respond¬ 
ing  family  to  ignore  the  lack  of 
response  by  the  other  family. 

But  even  more  importantly,  as 
a  church,  we  recognize  the  Chris¬ 
tian  principle  of  taking  responsi¬ 
bility  for  our  actions.  We  believe 
that  in  the  long  run  a  better  op¬ 
portunity  exists  for  reclamation 
and  redemption  if  accountability 
is  exercised  than  if  it  is  ignored. 

Out  of  this  experience  we  have 
learned  there  are  no  winners  in 
crime.  But  we  hope  that  even  in 
this  difficult  experience  the 
church  has  been  an  agent  of 
God’s  redemptive  process. 

What  would  you  do? 


I  love  drives  me  crazy 


raises  such  experiences  above  what 
is,  in  my  view,  an  equally  valid 
faith  journey  of  some  contemporary 
biblical  scholars. 

What  I  object  to  is  the  fact  that 
she  calls  “niggling”  what  some  of  us 
find  quite  important  in  our  journey 
of  faith.  She  derides  our  mentors. 

I  am  not  quite  sure  what  she 
means  by  the  statement,  “All  of 
them  (the  scholars)  cast  doubt  on 
the  accuracy  of  the  gospels  as  to  the 
historicity  of  Jesus.” 

If  this  means  that  the  scholars  are 
looking  at  the  possible  inaccuracies 


and  contradictions  in  the  accounts, 
I  was  under  the  impression  that  few 
have  problems  with  that  anymore. 

If  she  means  that  the  scholars  are 
casting  doubt  that  Jesus  ever  exist¬ 
ed  then  she  is  mistaken.  They  have 
stated  no  such  intention. 

I  suggest  she  read  the  scholars’ 
publications  rather  than  “Time” 
magazine’s  comments  bout  them. 

Gary  G.  Fritz 
Belleville,  Wisconsin 

Beware  big-church  moves 

In  response  to  the  article  on  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Hous¬ 
ton  setting  up  a  second  church  out 
of  Houston  (see  UMR,  Jan.  21)  let 
the  existing  churches  who  criticized 
this  plan  be  warned. 

A  big  church  here  moved  to  an 
area  that  had  four  other  United 
Methodist  churches  within  a  1  '/2-mile 
radius  and  another  2  miles  away. 
They  spent  their  millions  to  build  a 
big  plant  and  then  enlarged  it. 

Now  one  of  the  five  churches  has 
closed  its  doors  and  the  other  four 
are  in  bad  shape,  and  the  United 
Methodist  church  hierarchy  doesn’t 
seem  to  care.  Beware. 

E.  C.  Badger 
Port  Arthur,  Texas 


Nurturing 


Your  newspaper  provides  a  constant,  in  home, 
spiritual  nurture  tool  to  your  entire  congregation 
beyond  the  worship  experience. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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BISHOPS'  APPEALS:  United  Method¬ 
ists  are  urged  not  to  get  “compassion  fatigue” 
following  the  announcement  of  another 
churchwide-appeal  by  the  Council  of  Bishops 
for  financial  gifts  to  emergency  ministries. 

Rena  Yocum,  top  executive  for  mission  culti¬ 
vation  at  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  said  the  appeals  include:  Earthquake, 
California-Pacific  Conference,  (Advance  No. 
90133-8);  Midwest  Flooding  and  Rain  Damage, 
(Advance  No.  901690-5);  Shalom  Zones,  (Ad¬ 
vance  No.  901375-2);  and  Hurricane  Andrew 
(Advance  No.  901185-6). 

LITTLE  ATTENTION  BY  MEDIA: 

Media  reports  on  the  effects  of  last  month’s 
earthquake  neglected  damage  to  homes  and 
businesses  in  South  Central  Los  Angeles — ex¬ 
cept  for  the  collapse  of  the  Santa  Monica  Free¬ 
way — said  the  Rev.  Cherrye  Cunnigan,  pastor 
of  Calvary  United  Methodist  Church.  She  said 
when  South  Central  coverage  began  almost  a 
week  after  the  Jan.  17  earthquake,  “the  focus 
was  on  people  in  line  for  food  stamps  . . .  The 
only  reporting  that  we  had  was  negative.”  Ms. 
Cunnigan  attributed  the  difference  to  percep¬ 
tions  stemming  from  the  1992  riots. 

EARTHQUAKE  WAREHOUSE:  a  re¬ 
lief  warehouse  has  been  established  for  United 
Methodists  to  send  emergency  goods  for  vic¬ 
tims  of  the  California  earthquake.  Most  need¬ 
ed  are  baby  items,  disposable  diapers,  infant 
formula  and  infant  clothing.  Send  all  goods  to 
Warehouse-California,  7305  Ephel,  North  Hol¬ 
lywood,  Calif.,  91605. 

RELIEF  TO  BOSNIA:  United  Methodist 

mission  programs  in  Bosnia  and  Croatia  have 
not  been  damaged,  despite  more  outbreaks  of 
fighting  in  the  Eastern  European  country.  Con¬ 
struction  on  a  hospital  wing  is  being  super¬ 
vised  by  Dirk  Van  Gorp,  a  United  Methodist 
layman  from  Albany,  N.Y.  He  recently  re¬ 
placed  Robert  and  Virginia  Babcock  from 
Danville,  Ind.  F.  Lloyd  Rollins  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  New  York 
staff  said  the  agency  will  provide  housing  and 
medical  assistance  as  long  as  U.N.  representa¬ 
tives  are  close  by.  “Our  big  question  now  is 
whether  the  snipers  will  target  relief  organiza¬ 
tions,”  added  Mr.  Rollins.  “But  most  of  our 
construction  workers  are  indigenous  people 
and  are  watching  out  for  our  missionaries. 
They  are  helping  us  monitor  the  situation.” 


DIED  TO  MAKE  A  LIVING:  “Nobody 
ought  to  have  to  die  to  make  a  living!”  declared 
Mark  Harrison,  staff  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  social  action  agency,  in  a  press  con¬ 
ference  Feb.  9.  The  phrase  was  coined  by 
United  Methodist  Sandi  Davis,  whose  husband 
was  one  of  the  40  workers  killed  in  petrochem¬ 
ical  industry  explosions  in  1989  and  1990.  Mr. 
Harrison,  in  urging  passage  of  the  Occupation¬ 
al  Safety  and  Health  reforms  act,  said,  “Un¬ 
safe  and  health-threatening  working  conditions 
are  a  concern  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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United  Methodist  community 
worker  Donna  Kay  Campbell 
comforts  a  child  following 
Hurricane  Andrew. 

His  name 
was  Jesus 

HOMESTEAD,  Fla.— The 
Hispanic  boy  was  smaller  than 
the  others.  He  was  dirty,  seemed 
to  have  worn  the  same  clothes  for 
a  week  and  was  very  shy,  perhaps 
not  understanding  English. 

He  hung  back  as  the  other  trail¬ 
er-park  children  played  hide  and 
seek  among  dirt  mounds  that 
made  up  part  of  the  play  area.  No 
one  seemed  to  know  his  name. 

Yet  he  watched  as  others  partic¬ 
ipated  in  activities  organized  by 
the  United  Methodist  volunteers. 

One  day,  he  pulled  at  the  volun¬ 
teer  until  she  realized  that  he  want¬ 
ed  to  help  make  paper  crowns. 

When  the  small  boy  finished 
the  crown,  the  volunteer  put  it  on 
his  head.  His  face  glowed. 

Then  she  took  him  into  a  rest 
room  so  he  could  see  himself  in 
the  mirror  with  the  crown  on  his 
head.  His  beaming  face  told  her 
how  pleased  he  was. 

“What  is  your  name?”  she 
asked. 

“Jesus,”  he  answered.  "My 
name  is  Jesus.” 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Andrew: 

HOMESTEAD,  Ha.— Lynette 
Fields  stood  facing  the  passen¬ 
gers  as  the  tour  bus  crawled 
through  South  Dade  County,  the 
scene  of  catastrophic  destruction 
by  Hurricane  Andrew  more  than 
a  year  earlier. 

Speaking  over  the  bus  micro¬ 
phone,  the  young  disaster  coordi¬ 
nator  told  directors  and  staff  of 
the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief,  “What  you  don’t 
see  is  important.  What  you  don’t 


Months  later,  trauma  for  kids 


"The  spiritual  lives  of  children 
are  often  ignored  in  a  disaster. 
Either  they  turn  toward  God  or 
away  from  God.  It  often  depends 
on  where  the  church  is." 

— Linda  Pittard  Vigil 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

HOMESTEAD,  Ha.— Children 
whose  lives  are  severely  disrupted 
by  massive  disasters  suffer  psychic 
trauma  that  is  still  in  evidence 
more  than  a  year  later. 

That  is  the  case  in  South  Hon¬ 
da,  where  children  hit  by  Hurri¬ 
cane  Andrew  some  18  months 
ago  still  have  substantial  fears, 
anger  and  grief. 

So  says  Linda  Pittard  Vigil, 
who  heads  the  children  and 
youth  program  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  hurricane  relief  operations 
in  the  church’s  Miami  District. 

Immediate  response 

Immediately  after  the -storm, 
the  United  Methodist  laywoman, 
who  holds  a  master’s  degree  in 
school  psychology,  started  setting 
up  child  care  operations  in  food 
distribution  centers. 

Later  she  initiated  child  recov¬ 
ery  care  in  which  play  therapy 
helps  children  work  through  their 
fears  of  death  and  additional  loss. 

“I  think  most  parents  had  pre¬ 
pared  their  children  to  die,"  she 
said.  “There  was  a  sense  that 
they  were  ail  going  to  die  togeth¬ 
er.  Now  the  children  are  afraid  of 
all  kinds  of  things,  demonstrating 
regressive  behavior  in  a  number 
of  ways:  Forgetting  things  like 
potty  training,  long  division  and 
how  to  read.” 

Some  children  seemed  fine  for 
six  months,  she  said,  then  started 
having  panic  attacks. 

High  school  students  speak  of 
losing  a  year,  of  being  “be¬ 
trayed,”  she  said. 

Kids  killing  themselves 

Family  life  deteriorated  after 
the  storm.  Domestic  violence, 
crime  and  substance  abuse  rates 
went  up.  And  an  estimated  one 
dozen  suicides  by  elementary 
children — one  7-year-old  hanged 
himself  with  an  electrical  wire — 
shocked  many  people  into  realiz¬ 


ing  how  severely  the  children’s 
lives  were  disrupted. 

Churches  were  not  immediate¬ 
ly  able  to  put  together  programs 
for  their  children  and  youths,  so 
the  hurricane  disaster  response 
team  took  on  that  responsibility. 
By  the  end  of  last  summer — one 
year  after  the  hurricane — Ms. 
Vigil  had  20  volunteers  working 
with  children  and  youths. 

Children  literally  had  no  place 
to  play,  Ms.  Vigil  continued. 
Usual  places  such  as  parks  and 
ball  fields  were  destroyed. 

“We  tried  to  give  them  safe 
places  where  they  could  play 
free.” 


Part  of  the  play  therapy  helped 
children  whose  families  had  lost 
control  of  their  lives  gain  a  little 
bit  of  power. 

She  said  she  used  toy  mobile 
phones  and  hard  hats — which  the 
children  saw  adults  using — to  give 
them  the  sense  of  having  some 
control  over  events  in  their  fives. 

Ms.  Vigil  said  several  “Kids 
Kits”  developed  for  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
by  Barbara  Weaver,  a  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  specialist  from  Buffalo, 
N.Y.,  and  shipped  to  Horida 
were  a  big  help. 


arts  and  crafts  supplies  such  as 
dolls,  scarves,  paper  plates,  paints 
and  rope  which  could  be  used  by 
volunteers  in  play  therapy. 

“The  important  thing  about 
disaster  response  therapy  with 
children  is  they  need  a  process  to 
deal  with  the  really  hard  stuff,” 
Ms.  Vigil  said. 

“Their  parents  weren’t  always 
able  to.  They  would  often  deny 
the  problem  or  say  ‘Let’s  not  talk 
about  it.’  ” 

'Make  or  break'  a  child 

Ms.  Vigil  said  the  ninth  or 
tenth  month  after  a  disaster  is 
the  point  at  which  intervention 
can  "make  or  break”  a  child. 

“That’s  when  anger  or  other 
negative  responses  are  integrated 
into  the  personality,”  she  said. 
“Loving  care  at  that  vital  time  is 
essential. 

“The  spiritual  fives  of  children 
are  often  ignored  in  a  disaster. 
Either  they  turn  toward  God  or 
away  from  God.  It  often  depends 
on  where  the  church  is.” 


The  “kits”  were  suitcases  full  of 


A  suitcase  full  of  toys  and 
art  supplies  may  not  be 
what  one  expects  as  a 
primary  tool  for  church 
relief  work.  But  Linda 
Pittard  Vigil  says  that  play 
therapy  Is  exactly  what 
children  traumatized  by 
Florida's  1992  hurricane 
need  to  work  through  their 
fears  of  death  and 
additional  loss.  See 
accompanying  stories. 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


' What  you  don't  see '  is  important ,  too 


see  are  the  missing  homes,  miss¬ 
ing  jobs  and  missing  stores.  The 
trash  removal  lends  a  deceptive 
note  of  normality.” 

Many  houses  and  businesses 
are  newly  restored  and  freshly 
painted.  Many  are  not.  Some, 
like  base  housing  at  Homestead 
Air  Force  Base,  fie  battered  and 
derelict.  Others  are  ghostly  shells 
that  are  still  inhabited. 

Many  volunteer  groups  and 
agencies  who  pulled  into  South 


Dade  after  the  hurricane  have 
pulled  out  or  are  now  pulling  out, 
Ms.  Fields  said.  The  Federal 
Emergency  Management  Agency 
trailer  parks  will  soon  close. 

But  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  and  the  Mi¬ 
ami  District  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  are  still  there,  she 
pointed  out. 

And  some  100  United  Meth¬ 
odist  volunteers  a  week  are  still 
coming  from  around  the  country 


to  help,  she  continued. 

Volunteer  teams  rough  it  in 
tents  in  a  converted  campground, 
she  said,  at  a  cost  of  $2  a  night  or 
$10  a  week. 

Immediately  after  the  storm, 
the  credibility  of  the  mainline 
Protestants,  who  are  not  the  ma¬ 
jority  faith  group  in  the  region, 
was  nonexistent  with  county  offi¬ 
cials,  she  said.  Now  their  credi¬ 
bility  is  very  high. 

In  fact,  county  officials  have 


asked  church  volunteers  to  “pick 
up  the  pieces”  in  instances  where 
some  dishonest  contractors  have 
demanded  $20,000  from  home- 
owners  “up  front”  then  never 
made  the  repairs,  she  said. 

“A  year  ago  they  didn’t  want 
the  church  groups,”  she  said. 
“Now  they  are  asking  us  to  take 
over  the  fraud  houses.” 

In  spite  of  the  improved  situa¬ 
tion,  the  bureaucratic  system  is 
still  very  difficult,  she  said. 


In  South  African  city,  a  haven  and  a  herald 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

JOHANNESBURG— Central 
Methodist  Mission  (church)  is  al¬ 
most  perfectly  placed  to  be  a  sign  of 
Christ’s  hospitality  and  hope  in  the 
crowded,  turbulent  world  of  down¬ 
town  Johannesburg. 

South  Africa’s  largest  city  is 
changing  rapidly  as  more  unem¬ 
ployed  blacks — younger  ones, 
too — approach  the  city  for  work,  as 
foreign  business  and  banking  com¬ 
munities  arrive  to  cut  deals  and  as 
courts  and  commercial  enterprises 
move  next  door  to  the  church. 

In  fact,  city  statistics  show  that 
Small  Street,  a  pedestrian  mall  in 
front  of  the  church,  is  the  busiest 
thoroughfare  downtown. 

Begins  education  program 

To  take  advantage  of  its  urban 
site,  the  church  has  begun  an  educa¬ 


tion  campaign  to  prepare  voters  for 
the  nation’s  first  free,  non-racial, 
multi-party  elections  in  late  April. 

“We’ll  try  to  challenge  people  as 
they  go  up  the  street,  asking  them: 
‘Have  you  thought  about  what  your 
vote  means?’  ”  said  the  Rev.  H. 
Muyme  Dandala.  Two  years  ago  he 
replaced  Bishop  Peter  Storey,  who 
had  been  pastor  for  1 4  years. 

Dr.  Dandala,  42,  arrived  at  the 
church  with  a  reputation  for  commu¬ 
nity  development  and  evangelism. 

As  the  World  Methodist  Evange¬ 
lism  program’s  regional  secretary  for 
Southern  Africa  he  has  twice  lectured 
at  United  Methodist-related  Candler 
School  of  Theology  in  Atlanta. 

Dr.  Dandala  inherited  a  church 
that  throughout  Bishop  Storey’s 
tenure  has  been  both  herald  and  ha¬ 
ven  in  the  anti-apartheid  struggle. 

In  1978  it  turned  a  blind  eye  to  the 


To  take  advantage  of 
its  urban  site,  the  church 
has  begun  an  education 
campaign  to  prepare 
voters  for  the  nation's 
first  free,  non-racial, 
multi-party  elections. 

white  regime’s  racial  segregation  laws 
and  opened  a  multi-racial  restaurant 
known  as  “The  People  Centre.” 

The  centre  closed  last  year  be¬ 
cause  it  could  not  pay  its  electric 
and  water  bills.  In  an  interview  at 
the  church,  Dr.  Dandala  told  the 
Reporter  he  needed  about  $30,000 
a  year  to  keep  it  running. 

Joan  Rudolph,  a  pastoral  minis¬ 
ter  at  the  church  since  1974,  man¬ 
aged  the  restaurant.  She  recalled 


JOHANNES¬ 
BURG — Hosting 
the  opening  wor¬ 
ship  service  of 
the  recent  World 
Council  of 
Churches'  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee 
meeting  was  in 
character  for  Jo¬ 
hannesburg's 
Central  Method¬ 
ist  Mission  (see 
accompanying 
story).  Special 
music  came  from 
the  Imilomji 
Kantu  Choir  of 
Soweto. 


WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  PHOTO  BY  PETER  WILLIAMS 


that  not  only  did  it  serve  120  to  150 
people  twice  a  day,  six  days  a  week, 
but  it  was  also  a  venue  where  law¬ 
yers,  their  poor  and  often  anxious 
clients,  the  homeless  and  city  work¬ 
ers  could  rub  shoulders. 

Membership  changes 

In  the  nearly  two  decades  that 
Ms.  Rudolph  has  served  the  church, 
she  has  seen  it  change  from  a  basi¬ 
cally  middle-class,  older  congrega¬ 
tion  whose  parents  and 
grandparents  had  helped  found  it  in 
1917  and  then  built  the  current 
structure  40  years  ago  to  what  it  is 
today — an  inner-city  parish  with  a 
98  percent  black  and  “coloured" 
(mixed-race)  membership. 

Most  recently  the  church,  its  or¬ 
ganization  known  as  the  Methodist 
Order  of  Peacemakers,  and  Pastor 
Dandala  have  helped  mediate  dis¬ 
putes  among  some  of  the  city’s  hos¬ 
tels  and  those  in  its  nearby 
townships. 

Most  hostels  provide  cramped  and 
inadequate  accommodations  for  men 
who  come  to  this  city  from  other  ar¬ 
eas,  some  of  them  rural,  to  find  work. 

In  the  past  two  years,  hostels 
have  begun  to  do  battle  with  one 
another,  instigated  by  members  of 
rival  tribes  and/or  political  groups. 

Pastor  Dandala  said  that  what 
has  happened  among  the  hostels 
can  contribute  to  a  South  African 
theology  of  reconciliation  so  impor¬ 
tant  to  a  nation  closing  the  wound 
of  apartheid. 

Now  the  greatest  work  of  recon¬ 
ciliation  across  the  land  and  among 
the  races  and  political  parties  re¬ 
quires  working  together  to  stop  the 
violence  and  creating  a  government 
of  national  unity,  he  said. 

Ms.  Lefevere,  a  freelancer  from 
Tenafly,  NJ.,  writes  frequently  for 
the  Reporter. 


Celebrate  the 
Official  Opening  of 


AFRICA 


UNIVERSITY 

A  United  Methodist-Related  Institution 


You  an?  invited  to  attend  a 
national  teleconference  that 
will  feature  the  ( ipening  of  Africa 
University.  Hosted  by  Hilly  Hicks,  it  will 
provide  a  two-way  link  with  churches  all 
around  the  country.  The  teleconference  will 
include  scenes  of  the  inaugural  ceremonies 
from  Zimbabwe,  participation  in  an  authen¬ 
tic  African  worship  service,  and  the  latest 
footage  of  the  Africa  University  campus. 


The  teleconference  will  air 

April  24, 1994.  at  5-6  p.m. 

(Eastern). 


Encourage  your  church  or 
community  group  to  set  up  a 
downlink  site  in  your 
community  fic >r  the  teleconference. 


To  organize  and  publicize  a  video 
teleconference  in  your  area, 
contact  Judith  Smith.  Gener.il 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  P.O. 
Box  871,  Nashville.  TN  37202-0871;  (615) 
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Faith - 

-connections 


PAID  IN  FULL  The  regional  annual  con¬ 
ferences  that  paid  100  percent  of  their  United 
Methodist  assessed  apportionments  for  1993 
were  Wisconsin,  Peninsula-Delaware  and  Cen¬ 
tral  Texas,  plus  three  small  missionary  confer¬ 
ences — Oklahoma  Indian,  Red  Bird  and 
Alaska. 

LAITY  MAGAZINE:  Communications 

staff  representing  United  Methodist  general 
agencies  and  annual  conferences  say  the 
church  needs  a  new  magazine  for  the  laity. 
Members  of  the  advisory  committee  to  United 
Methodist  Communications  said  they  will  ask 
the  agency  to  propose  such  a  publication  to  the 
1996  General  Conference — the  church’s  high¬ 
est  legislative  body — for  assignment  to  an  ap¬ 
propriate  agency. 


PUBLIC  FORUM:  The  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Pensions  and  Health  Bene¬ 
fits  will  hold  a  public  forum  Tuesday,  March 
22,  5:30-6:30  p.m.,  at  the  Radisson  Hotel  in 
St.  Paul,  Minn.  The  purpose  of  the  forum  is  to 
allow  board  members  and  staff  to  hear  concerns 
of  interested  constituents  from  across  the 
church.  For  a  place  on  the  agenda,  call  Vidette 
Bullock,  1201  Davis  Street,  Evanston,  Ill. 
60201,(708)  869-4550. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  RESOURCES: 

United  Methodists  can  get  a  sneak  preview  of 
new  and  revised  Cokesbury  curriculum  re¬ 
sources  March  8  through  a  telecast  over  the 
United  Methodist  Teleconference  Connection. 
The  audience  will  hear  from  and  telephone 
questions  to  curriculum  planners.  Viewers  will 
also  get  an  advance  look  at  a  1 5-minute  video 
that  will  be  sent  to  all  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  as  part  of  the  Cokesbury  preview  ’94. 


'EXPLORATION  '94;:  That’s  the  name 

of  the  third  national  gathering  for  700  youths 
and  young  adults  considering  the  ordained  min¬ 
istry.  The  meeting  will  be  Nov.  11-13  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.  For  registration  materials,  contact 
the  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry,  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  P.O. 
Box  871,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202-0871. 


BISHOP'S  SCHOLARSHIP:  United 

Methodist-related  Lon  Morris  College,  a  two- 
year  institution  in  Jacksonville,  Texas,  is  offer¬ 
ing  a  full-tuition  scholarship  to  one  student 
from  each  annual  conference  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion  for  the  1993-94  academic  year  on  nomina¬ 
tion  by  his  or  her  bishop.  The  student  will  be 
responsible  for  the  cost  of  room,  board,  fees  and 
books,  but  financial  aid  is  available  to  defray 
these  costs.  Students  interested  in  applying  for 
the  scholarship  should  contact  their  conference 
bishop’s  office.  Deadline  is  May  1 5. 


EVANGELISM  STAFF:  The  Rev.  Craig 
Miller,  formerly  pastor  of  Santiago  Hills  Com¬ 
munity  Church  in  Orange,  Calif.,  has  joined 
the  evangelism  staff  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  Mr.  Miller  is  the  author 
of  “Baby  Boomers’  Spirituality”  and  “Encoun¬ 
ters  with  Jesus.” 


Faith  at  work 


New  books  on  legal  risks  can  aid  churches 


By  PAUL  CHAFFEE 

The  legal  realities  of  religious 
counseling  raise  a  more  complex 
set  of  issues  than  most  church  li¬ 
abilities. 

Two  new  books  have  been  pub¬ 
lished  on  the  subject,  “Legal  Issues 
and  Religious  Counseling,”  by 
Ronald  Bullis  and  Cynthia  Mazur, 
and  “Law  for  the  Christian  Coun¬ 
selor,”  by  George  Ohlschlager  and 
Peter  Mosgofian.  Each  team 
brings  to  the  task  impressive  pro¬ 
fessional  credentials  from  law, 
counseling,  and  the  church. 

Mr.  Bullis  and  Ms.  Mazur’s 
handbook  focuses  precisely  on  the 
threat  of  litigation  to  counselors 
working  under  the  church’s  um¬ 
brella.  For  those  uninitiated  to  ju¬ 
risprudence,  the  book  offers  a 
useful  introduction  before  tackling 
specific  issues.  It  is  well-written, 
fiill  of  good  advice,  and  includes 
several  comparative  charts  of  rele¬ 
vant  state  law,  reason  enough  to 
buy  this  inexpensive  book. 

“Law  for  the  Christian  Counsel¬ 
or”  is  much  more  ambitious. 
Three  times  as  long  as  the  compe¬ 
tition,  Messrs.  Ohlschlager  and 
Mosgofian  set  out  “to  reveal  cur- 


Reviews 


rent  and  developing  law  that  im¬ 
pacts  counseling  practice, 
instructing  you  how  to  keep  the 
law,  prevent  client  harm,  and 
avoid  lawsuits.”  The  book  is  re¬ 
markably  comprehensive.  Instead 
of  a  single  page  about  working 


By  PAUL  CHAFFEE 

The  flood  of  litigation  in  our 
country,  increasingly  sweeping 
church  leaders  into  its  rough  and 
tumble,  brings  to  mind  Jesus’  ac¬ 
cusation  against  lawyers:  “You 
load  people  with  burdens  hard  to 
hear,  and  you  yourselves  do  not 
lift  a  finger  to  ease  them.”  (Luke 
1 1 :46,  NRSV). 

We  can  be  thankful  that  a 
handful  of  attorneys,  all  people 
of  faith,  now  “lift  a  finger.” 
Their  excellent  books  can  edu¬ 
cate  church  leaders  about  their 
vulnerability  and  reasonable 
measures  to  reduce  the  risk. 


with  suicidal  counselees,  it  devotes 
an  entire  chapter,  all  of  it  useful. 

What  sets  “Law  for  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Counselor”  apart  from  the 
rest  of  this  library  is  its  frankly 
theological  point  of  view.  As  un- 
apologetic  evangelical  Christians, 
the  authors  bring  faith  issues  into 
the  discussion.  Readers  not  shar¬ 
ing  their  conservative  theology 
may  be  put  off  at  times,  as  will 


“Ministry  and  the  American 
Legal  System”  by  Richard  B. 
Couser  and  “Pastor,  Church  & 
Law”  by  Richard  R.  Hammar 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  10)  are  the  pri¬ 
mary  texts  in  this  small  library. 
Adding  to  these,  a  burst  of  1993 
publications  focus  on  particular 
areas  of  church  and  the  law. 

Of  these  new  resources,  per¬ 
haps  the  most  important  is  also 
the  shortest. 

“Managing  Risks:  First  Steps 
in  Identifying  Congregational  Li¬ 
ability”  by  Richard  Couser,  is  a 
companion  workbook  to  his  ma¬ 
jor  text  mentioned  above.  In  48 


professionals  uncomfortable  with 
scriptural  proof-texting  and,  they 
note,  “reactionaries”  who  object 
to  any  legal  intrusion  in  the  pasto¬ 
ral  office. 

To  their  credit,  Messrs.  Ohlsch¬ 
lager  and  Mosgofian  can  be  as  crit¬ 
ical  of  evangelical  legalism  as  of 
legal  ambiguity  in  the  courts. 
Their  willingness  to  bring  faith  to 
bear  on  legal,  professional  issues 


print-rich  pages,  the  book  sur¬ 
veys  nine  areas  where  uneducat¬ 
ed  church  leaders  run  high  risks. 

Each  section  contains  a  con¬ 
cise  discussion  of  applicable  law 
followed  by  a  legal  audit  or 
checklist.  Churches  which  com¬ 
mit  the  time  to  work  through 
these  lists,  taking  advantage  of 
what  they  learn,  can  significant¬ 
ly  reduce  their  contribution  to 
the  hundreds  of  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars  being  lost  by  congregations 
to  litigation.  Couser  concludes  by 
examining  dispute  resolution,  an 
arena  which  can  reduce  risk 
across  the  board. 


offers  the  reader  the  same  oppor¬ 
tunity.  And  their  genuine  respect 
and  insight  into  the  law  serves  to 
raise  the  interests  of  the  counselee 
to  the  same  importance  as  protect¬ 
ing  the  counselor  and  church  from 
litigation’s  ruins. 

Mr.  Chaffee,  of  San  Francisco, 
is  an  author  and  publisher  of 
church-related  books. 


Despite  the  depth  and  breadth 
of  the  texts  by  these  two  Rich¬ 
ards,  specialties  have  already  de¬ 
veloped  in  church  and  the  law. 
Mr.  Couser’s  workbook  devotes 
nine  pages  to  “the  church  as  em¬ 
ployer,”  an  excellent  starting 
point.  But  any  church  leader: 
sued  by  a  disgruntled  employee: 
will  be  happy  to  have  read  “The: 
Church  Guide  to  Employment 
Law”  by  Julie  Bloss. 

Ms.  Bloss  easily  leads  the  reader 
through  various  legal  thickets  with¬ 
out  resorting  to  legalese.  Discrimi¬ 
nation,  disabilities,  harassment, 
fair  standards,  and  using  references 
wisely  all  receive  their  due. 


Religious  counseling  raises  complex  legal  issues 


Deaconesses  are  key  to  Philippines'  UM  churches 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENI5E  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

TAYTAY,  Philippines— Two  students  at  United  Methodist-related  Harris  Memorial  College  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  Bible  drill.  They  and  their  classmates  are  studying  to  become  United  Methodist 
deaconesses,  a  key  ministry  position  in  their  country. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

TAYTAY,  Rizal,  Philip- 
pines — The  title  “deaconess” 
may  not  be  common  in  most 
United  Methodist  local  churches. 

In  the  Philippines,  however, 
the  name  creates  an  image  of 
strong  laywomen  who  have  given 
more  than  a  century  of  service  to 
the  mission  of  Jesus  Christ. 

“In  our  country,  a  deaconess  is 
just  as  common  in  nearly  every  lo¬ 
cal  church  as  the  pastor,”  says  Dr. 
Zenaida  P.  Lumba,  president  of 
United  Methodist-related  Harris 
Memorial  College,  which  trains 
deaconesses  for  the  ministry. 

“In  fact,  along  with  candidates 
for  the  ordained  ministry,  Filipi¬ 
no  deaconesses  are  appointed  to 
local  churches  by  a  bishop  to 
preach,  lead  Bible  study,  conduct 
choirs  and  work  with  children 
and  adults.” 

Presently,  there  are  some  350 
active  deaconesses  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines  Central  (international) 
Conference. 

In  her  office  in  the  Manila  sub¬ 
urb  of  Taytay  some  10  miles 
southeast  of  the  capital  city,  Dr. 
Lumba  described  how  deaconess¬ 
es  have  become  synonymous 


with  Methodist  missions. 

At  the  tum  of  the  century  these 
women  were  sent  by  their  par¬ 
ents  to  Harris  Memorial  College, 
then  in  inner-city  Manila,  to  ded¬ 
icate  their  lives  to  full-time  ser¬ 
vice  to  mission  work. 

They  knew  that  when  they 
graduated  they  would  become 
Christian  education  workers,  di¬ 
rectors  of  student  centers,  dormi¬ 
tory  deans,  church-sponsored 
kindergarten  teachers  and  com¬ 
munity  service  workers. 

“However,  if  the  deaconesses 
wanted  to  marry,  their  church 
appointments  and  careers  were 
taken  away,”  said  the  college 
president. 

Policies  for  deaconess  service 
have  changed,  along  with  train¬ 
ing  requirements  at  Harris  Col¬ 
lege.  Deaconesses  are  allowed  to 
marry  and  have  families  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  fulfilling  their  call  to  lay 
ministry. 

To  adapt  to  new  challenges  for 
deaconess  careers,  Harris  College 
plans  to  update  its  traditional 
majors  in  Christian  education, 
church  music  and  kindergarten 
administration  by  adding  curric¬ 
ula  in  computer  education  and 
social  work. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  S  1.35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 

insertion,  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  $10.80  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad¬ 
vance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  full¬ 

time  position  for  2400-member  church  with 
new  Family  Life  Center.  Full  benefits.  Bache¬ 
lor’s  degree  required.  Send  resume  to:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  1126  E.  Silver 
Springs  Blvd.,  Ocala,  FL  34470  before  March 

14,  1994. 

CHAPLAIN.  Allegheny  College  invites  appli¬ 

cations  and  nominations  for  the  position  of 
College  Chaplain.  A  co-educational  liberal  arts 

WANTED  TO  BUY:  Three-octave  handbells. 

Asbury  UMC,  3200  Airline.  Bossier  City,  LA 
71111.(318) 746-5349. 

1700,  Allegheny  College  is  affiliated  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Applicants  should 
be  ordained,  or  candidates  for  ordination,  in  a 
Protestant  denomination.  Ecumenical  and  in¬ 
terfaith  work  experience,  preferably  on  a  col¬ 
lege  campus,  is  strongly  desired.  The 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries  needed  for  church  of  2500  members.  Po¬ 
sition  is  open  this  summer.  Resumes  may  be 
sent  to:  Harold  Sassman,  Senior  Pastor,  Coker 
United  Methodist  Church,  231  E.  North  Loop 
Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  75266-0275. 

successful  candidate  shoufd  be  committed  to 
and  capable  of  fostering  a  sense  of  community 
among  a  student  body,  faculty,  and  staff  of  di¬ 
verse  interests.  The  ability  to  communicate  ef¬ 
fectively  and  truthfully  on  intellectual, 
spiritual,  and  emotional  levels  is  essential.  Re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  the  Chaplain  include  planning 
and  leading  ecumenical  worship  services;  ad¬ 
ministering  the  sacraments  to  members  of  the 
college  community;  coordination  of  interfaith 
religious  activities;  counseling,  pastoral  care, 
and  support  for  spiritual  exploration  across 
the  community;  and  advocacy  for  issues  of  eth¬ 
ics,  justice,  and  peace.  The  Chaplain  leads  an 
ecumenical  campus  ministry  team.  She/he  re¬ 
ports  to  the  President  of  the  College  and  works 
closely  with  the  Student  Affairs  Division  and 
the  College's  Community  Service  Program. 
Allegheny  College  is  an  equal  opportunity  em¬ 
ployer  and  encourages  applications  from  wom¬ 
en  and  ethnic  minority  candidates.  Priority 
will  be  given  to  applications  received  before 
February  25.  1994.  Please  send  a  resume,  cov¬ 
er  letter,  and  three  letters  of  recommendation 
to:  Chaplaincy  Search  Committee,  Box  19, 
Allegheny  College,  Meadville,  PA  16335. 

HIGHLAND  PARK  UNITED  METHODIST 

Church,  3300  Mockingbird  Lane,  Dallas,  TX 
75205.  (214)  521-3111.  Full-time  Director  of 
Music  Ministries  for  10,000  +  member 
church.  Three  Sunday  morning  services. 
Breadth  and  diversity  of  experience  with  grad¬ 
ed  choral  and  handbell  choirs,  choral  conduct¬ 
ing  training,  conducting  experience,  strong 
administrative  skills  and  experience  in  work¬ 
ing  with  multiple  staff  required.  Opportunity 
to  develop  a  new  music  ministry.  Send  applica¬ 
tion  and  resume  by  April  11,  1994  to  Dr. 
Leighton  Farrell  at  the  church  address. 

CHURCH  PIANIST  NEEDED.  Wesley  United 

Methodist  Church,  McKinney,  Texas.  (214) 
542-2228.  Sunday  mornings  and  Wednesday 
evenings. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smo¬ 

kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week, 
$625  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627- 
9507. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (2 10)  696-7021  for  information. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  MUSIC 
Ministry  wanted  for  a  1000-member  congrega¬ 
tion  in  East  Texas.  Needs  to  have  experience  in 
youth  and  children’s  ministries  and  the  ability 
to  direct  the  chancel  choir.  Salary  will  be  nego¬ 
tiated  according  to  experience  level.  Send  re¬ 
sumes  to:  Rev.  Richard  Hume,  Hardy 
Memorial  UMC,  1401  W.  7th  St.,  Texarkana, 
TX  75501. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ. 
Word  book  included,  but  can  be  used  with 

SEEKING  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 

for  urban  congregation  of  2000  with  multiple 
choirs  and  varied  program.  For  job  description 
and  application,  contact:  White  Rock  United 
Methodist,  1450  Old  Gate,  Dallas,  TX  75218. 
(214)324-3661. 

plus  shipping.  1-800-728-0573.  j 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  Specialist. 
Buses,  vans,!  Also  church  van  rentals.  Distrib¬ 
utor  for  Goshen  buses.  15-33  passenger  vans 
with  center  aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM/SINGLES  for 

growing,  urban  church  in  exciting  suncoast 
city.  Requires  energy,  vision  and  ability  to  re¬ 
late  to  baby  boomers.  Send  resume:  Rev. 
James  Harnish,  Hyde  Park  UMC,  500  W.  Platt 
St.,  Tampa,  FL  33606. 

USED  PADDED  PEWS  AND  COMMUNION 

rail  for  sale.  Call  (205)  626-2287  for  informa¬ 
tion.  Write  Daphne  UMC,  P.O.  Box  609, 
Daphne,  AL  36526.  1 

WANTED:  OLD  UNUSED,  UNREAD,  reli- 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUNG  ADULT  Ministries 

to  join  our  1 3-member  professional  staff.  Pre¬ 
fer  a  young  adult  with  a  degree  in  Christian 

Kimball  Pease,  Rotan,  T*  79546,  (915)  735- 
3115  with  particulars.  J 

Education  who  can  work  with  baby  boomers 
and  their  families.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Ray 
Robinson,  First-Centenary  UMC,  P.O.  Box 
208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401. 

DEAF  MINISTRY  SPIRITUAL  Formation 

Director.  Seeking  ordained,  diaconal  or  Chris¬ 
tian  lay  person  proficient  in  ASL  and  open  to 
working  with  minimally  language  skilled  deaf 

POSITION  OPEN:  BUSINESS-FINANCIAL 

Administrator  for  a  1  500-member  United 
Methodist  congregation.  If  interested,  send  re¬ 
sumes  to:  Moody  Memorial  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  2803  53rd  Street,  Galves¬ 
ton,  TX  77551-5999. 

persons.  Position  will  serve  residents  of  the 
Southwest  Center  for  Hearing  Impaired  at 
Methodist  Mission  Home  and  persons  and 
churches  throughout  the  SWTC  of  UMC.  Send 
resumes  to:  Search  Committee,  c/o  13227 
Hunter  View  St.,  San  Antonio,  TX  78230. 

Church's  'high  court'  to  decide  eight  cases 


A  case  from  the  denomination's  California-Pacific 
Annual  Conference  again  brings  before  the  court 
recurring  questions  about  the  church's  ban  on  ordaining 
or  appointing  "self-avowed  practicing  homosexuals." 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Eight  cases  are  on  the  docket  for 
the  United  Methodist  Judicial 
Council’s  April  27-30  session  in 
Lexington,  Ky. 

A  case  from  the  denomination’s 
California-Pacific  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  again  brings  before  the  court 
recurring  questions  about  the 
church’s  ban  on  ordaining  or  ap¬ 
pointing  as  clergy  “self-avowed 
practicing  homosexuals.” 

Justices  will  review  a  decision  by 
Los  Angeles  Area  Bishop  Roy  Sano, 
who  last  year  determined  that  a  rec¬ 
ommendation  from  the  conference’s 
board  of  ordained  ministry  did  not 
explicitly  violate  church  law. 

Asked  to  provide  a  definition  of 
“self-avowed  practicing  homosex¬ 
ual,”  the  ministry  board  declined  to 
do  so  “after  careful  thought  and  dis¬ 
cussion.”  If  clergy  or  candidates  for 
ordination  so  identify  themselves, 
“appropriate  church  bodies”  should 
make  recommendations  based  on 
standards  for  ordained  ministry  set 


GENERAL  SECRETARY 
General  Board  of  Pensions 
and  Health  Benefits 

Experienced  financial  service  executive 
sought  to  lead  this  organization  with  250 
employees,  managing  assets  of  approxi¬ 
mately  $6  billion.  Experience  working  with 
a  Board  of  Directors  in  the  investment 
management  or  pension  industries  would 
be  meaningful  for  this  position.  MBA  or 
equivalent  experience  required  as  well  as 
outstanding  interpersonal  and  communica¬ 
tions  skills.  Please  send  resume  to: 

Research 
P.O.  Box  061023 
Chicago,  IL  60606-1023 

Deadline:  3/4/94. 


forth  in  the  church’s  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline,  the  board  report  said. 

The  court  will  also  consider  two 
cases  from  the  Philippines,  asking 
whether  Bishop  Emerito  P.  Nacpil 
of  Manila  was  elected  bishop  for 
life  and  raising  questions  about  the 
division  of  the  Philippines  into 
three  episcopal  areas. 


In  a  North  Carolina  conference 
case,  justices  will  review  Bishop  C. 
P.  Minnick’s  ruling  that  a  local 
church  administrative  board  has 
authority  to  refuse  to  channel 
through  official  church  treasuries 
members’  designated  contributions 
to  non-United  Methodist  causes. 

A  North  Arkansas  petition  re¬ 


quests  interpretation  of  church  law 
prohibiting  annual  conference  staff 
and  immediate  family  members 
from  serving  on  a  conference  com¬ 
mittee  on  episcopacy. 

Also  on  the  docket: 

'f  A  decision  by  Bishop  William 
Boyd  Grove  (Albany,  N.Y.,  Area) 
that  direct  billing  to  local  churches 
for  clergy  health  insurance  premi¬ 
ums  is  legal; 

/  A  review  of  the  legality  of  the 
process  by  which  three  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  New  England  were 
merged  into  one; 

v  A  review  of  a  procedural  deci¬ 
sion  by  Bishop  R.  Sheldon  Duecker 
(Chicago  Area). 


^UMC  Money  Matters 


The  General  Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  plans  for  and  provides  support  for  retired  clergy 
and  their  beneficiaries.  Monthy  contributions  from  the  local  church 
and  the  dergyperson  are  added  to  a  pool  of  assets  managed  by 
the  board  to  produce  returns  to  be  distributed  during  retirement. 


The  pensions  board 
managed  assets 
reaching  $5.8  billion 
at  the  end  of  1993, 
up  18.85%  from  1992. 


Earnings  on  assets  allowed 
the  board  to  credit  a  10% 
increase  in  1993  to  individual 
accounts  for  future 
retirement  funds. 


I  The  board  wrote  24,163  monthly  checks  to  retirees  and 
I  beneficiaries  for  a  total  distribution  of  $189  million  last  year. 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 
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\ FAITH 


Conference  Center 

Financial  Campaign  Update 


Total  pledges  . . . $6. 15  million 

Received  in  1992  and  1993 .  $  998,286 

Church  Gifts  received  in  Jan .  $  27,386 

Clergy  Gifts  received  in  Jan . $  6,746 

Challenge  Gifts  received  in  Jan . . .  $  1 ,350 

Total  gifts  received  as  of  Jan.  94 .  $  1,033,768 


Conference  Center  Sunday,  Feb.  27 


Bearing  the  cross 
wearing  the  crown! 

It  happens  to  all  of  us.  We  reach  that  time  of  transition  when  it’s 
time  to  retire,  to  enter  a  new  relationship  to  life  itself. 

This  happens  each  year  to  those  UM  pastors  who  reach  the  agepf 
70.  While  pastors  can  retire  at  age  62,  they  must  retire  at  three  score 
and  ten. 

Each  year  about  this  time,  I  begin  receiving  letters  announcing  re¬ 
tirements.  The  following  letter  came  recently.  It  is  typical  but  also  a 
great  witness,  sharing  the  joy  and  thanksgiving  of  a  life  of  commitment 
to  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Dear  Bishop  Oden: 

Paragraph  452.1  of  The  Book  of  Discipline  states,  “Every  cler¬ 
gy  member  of  an  Annual  Conference  who  will  have  attained  age  of 
70  on  or  before  July  1  in  the  year  which  the  conference  is  held 
shall  automatically  be  retired.” 

On  June  4,  1994,  I  will  have  attained  age  70.  Therefore,  I  re¬ 
quest  to  be  retired  from  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of  the 
UM  Church  during  the  Annual  Conference. 

I  am  thankful  to  God  for  being  active  in  his  ministry. 

I  am  also  thankful  to  The  UM  Church  and  to  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  for  allowing  me  to  serve  in  the  ordained  min¬ 
istry  of  the  church.  With  best  wishes. 

I  am, 

Respectfully  yours, 

Fulton  A.  Raymond  Sr. 

I  pray  that  if  the  Lord  allows  me  the  time  and  work  to  reach  that 
stage,  my  witness  will  be  as  faithful  as  is  Rev.  Raymond’s.  Truly,  along 
with  the  other  retiring  pastors,  he  has  bora  the  cross  and  deserves  to 
wear  the  crown. 


Some  of  the  task  force  members,  Peoples  Community  Center,  New 
Orleans,  at  a  meeting  are,  FROM  LEFT,  CLOCKWISE,  Dr.  George 
Calvin,  Rev.  Abraham  Davis,  Rev.  Marva  Mitchell,  Dr.  Sarah  Kreut- 
ziger,  Chester  Horn,  Celina  Johnson  and  Annie  Lincoln. 

Peoples  Center  names  task  force 
launches  five-year  campaign 


Gifts  Discovery  Workshop 
set  to  aid  ethnic  members 
find  their  niche  in  the  church 


Allan  Martin,  SECOND  FROM  LEFT,  son  of  Diane  and  Hap  Martin 
of  Monroe  and  grandson  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  Caraway  and  Col 
and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Martin,  holds  the  National  Medal  of  Merit  Award  he 
received.  With  him  are  his  parents,  his  brother,  Wesley,  and  Dr. 
Warren  Blakeman,  senior  minister  at  St.  Paul's  UMC,  Monroe.  The 
rare  and  prestigious  tribute  was  presented  during  Boy  Scout  Sunday 
observed  Jan.  30  in  the  church.  The  medal  was  given  because  Allan 
exhibited  outstanding  scouting  skills  in  a  health  crisis  situation  of 
his  mother. 

Missionary  to  Cuba  set 
to  visit  in  Louisiana 


The  Rev.  Marva  Mitchell,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  Peoples  UM  Com¬ 
munity  Center,  and  Rev.  Abraham 
Davis,  chair  of  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  announce  the  formation  of  a 
task  force  to  launch  a  five-year 
planned  giving  program  to  net 
$10,000  each  year  for  resource  de¬ 
velopment  for  the  center  and  to  es¬ 
tablish  an  endowment  plan  for  the 
future. 

Dr.  George  Calvin  Sr.,  director 
Conference  Special  Ministries/Insti- 
tutional  Development,  is  spear¬ 
heading  the  campaign. 

Peoples  provides  quality,  afford¬ 
able  child  care  to  low-income  fam¬ 
ilies  in  the  heart  of  New  Orleans.  A 
child  care/leaming  center,  operated 
daily,  provides  a  nursery,  tutorial 
latchkey  programs,  other  after¬ 


school  care  and  summer  camp. 

A  non-profit  community  child 
care  institution  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  UMC,  it  also  is  an  agen¬ 
cy  of  United  Way.  It  has  provided 
services  for  over  70  years.  During 
the  past  two  years,  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Social  Services  has 
awarded  the  center  the  A  Certifica¬ 
tion. 

Mitchell  said,  “Peoples  has  been 
struggling  financially  for  years  in  its 
ministry  to  children  and  families.” 

Church,  community  and  political 
leaders  make  up  the  task  force.  The 
Planned  Giving  Program  is  open  to 
all  local  UM  churches,  organiza¬ 
tions  and  individuals  whose  assis¬ 
tance  is  welcomed. 

For  additional  information  call 
the  center,  504-524-1041. 


Many  people  have  talents  or  abil¬ 
ities  they  would  like  to  use  to  carry 
out  the  mission  and  ministry  of  the 


Kenner  United 
Methodist  Church 

10fh  &  Molsonr  •  Kenner 
(2  Blochs  off  Airline  •  2  Blocks  off  Williams) 

_ 469-4796 

Welcome  one  anolher,  therefore, 

just  as  Christ  has  welcomed  wit. 

Roman.  15.7 


Beginning  Saturday  Feb.  19th 
We  Invite  You  to  our 

NEW  SATURDAY  SERVICE 
“Saturday  Night  Alive" 

crt  6:00  p.m. 

ftev.  Darryl  Tate  Pas  ten 


Kenner  First  UMC  distributed  door 
hangers  with  the  message  ABOVE 
to  residents  in  a  10-square  block 
area  around  the  church  and  adver¬ 
tised  in  others,  ways,  their  new,  con¬ 
temporary  “Saturday  Night  Alive” 
service. 

Kenner  UMC 
advertises 
new  service 

Kenner  First  UMC,  where  Rev. 
Darryl  Tate  is  pastor,  determined  to 
be  an  Inviting  Congregation  in  1994 
and  thereafter,  advertised  their  new 
“Saturday  Night  Alive”  worship  ser¬ 
vice  throughout  the  community  sur¬ 
rounding  the  church. 

Door  hangers  inviting  people  to 
the  services  and  giving  the  time,  ad¬ 
dress  and  phone  number  of  the 
church  were  distributed  in  a  ten- 
square  block  area  around  the  church. 

The  new  service  started  Saturday, 
Feb.  19,  at  6  p.m. 

Information  disseminated  in  a 
variety  of  ways  said,  “Please  join  us 
for  this  contemporary  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  All  are  invited  to  attend  as  you 
are,  no  formal  attire,  as  we  join  to¬ 
gether  in  worship.” 

The  church  also  plans  a  pie  min¬ 
istry  to  visitors  and  will  have  greet¬ 
ers  for  Sunday  school  and  worship 
services. 

New  signs  are  to  be  placed 
around  the  church  and  at  major 
highways  directing  persons  to  the 
church. 

In  Memoriam 

Rev.  William  B.  Shaw,  77,  retired 
clergy  in  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
died  Feb.  7.  Funeral  services  were 
held  Feb.  9  in  Eros  UMC  and  burial 
was  in  Chatham  Cemetery. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mar¬ 
gie,  of  Belcher,  and  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters,  Doug  Shaw,  Paul  Shaw,  Jackie 
Cartee  and  Mary  Simons. 

*  ♦  * 

Rev.  Eddie  Carter,  84,  retired 
minister  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  died  Feb.  5.  Funeral  services 
were  held  Feb.  12  in  Wesley  UMC. 
New  Orleans. 

Carter  was  preceded  in  death  by 
his  wife,  Bessie.  He  is  survived  by  a 
brother,  George  Carter. 

*  *  * 

Buried  in  Clarksville,  Ark.,  on 
Jan.  1 5  was  Rev.  William  G.  Stegall, 
86,  retired  minister  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference.  He  died  Jan.  13. 
Memorial  services  were  held  Jan. 

1 4  in  Monroe. 

He  is  survived  by  two  daughters 
and  a  son,  Norma  Jean  Bruno,  Pat¬ 
sy  Stegall  and  William  Stegall. 


church  but  they  don’t  know  how.  A 
workshop  is  planned  to  help  identi¬ 
fy  the  service  opportunities  within 
the  church  and  beyond,  through 
which  they  may  touch  life  in  a  posi¬ 
tive  way. 

Participants  will  explore  the 
whole  area  of  giftedness  as  it  relates 
to  the  Biblical,  theological  and  spir¬ 
itual  core  of  Christian  stewardship, 
Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr.,  said. 

They  will  participate  in  small  and 
large  group  activity  which  will  aid 
in  identifying,  accepting,  affirming 
and  offering  the  individual  gifts, 
abilities  and  interests  of  themselves 
and  others. 

Special  Ministries 

The  Conference  Committee  on 
Special  Ministries  will  sponsor  the 
Conference-wide  Gifts  Discovery 
Workshop  for  African-American 
and  other  ethnic  United  Methodists 
on  March  11  and  12  in  Wesley 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

Leaders  are  to  be  Helen  Davis 
Bell  and  Marilyn  Magee,  staff  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship  in  Nashville. 

The  event  will  begin  with  regis¬ 
tration  and  refreshments  Friday  at 
5  p.m.  Activities  and  a  time  of  fel¬ 
lowship  is  planned  for  5:30  p.m. 
The  workshop  will  end  at  2  p.m. 
Saturday. 

Who  should  attend 

The  following  persons  from  each 
of  the  131  ethnic  churches  are  urged 
to  attend:  Pasto'r,  lay  leader,  admin¬ 
istrative  board  and/or  Council  on 
Ministries  chair,  all  work  areas 
chairs,  young  adults  (ages  19-30  sin¬ 
gle  and  married),  young  adult  coor¬ 
dinators,  other  persons  designated 
by  the  pastor  (formal  and  informal 
leaders  in  the  local  church)  and 
members  of  the  Conference  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Special  Ministries. 

Calvin,  as  Conference  director  of 
Special  Ministries,  is  the  staff  per¬ 
son  that  relates  to  that  committee. 

He  emphasized  that  in  addition 
to  ethnic  persons,  others  in  the 
Conference  also  are  welcome  to  at¬ 
tend.  Local  churches  will  cover  ex¬ 
penses  of  participants.  Contact  Dr. 
Calvin  (504)  346-1646  as  soon  as 
possible  with  the  number  of  persons 
expected  to  attend  from  each  local 
congregation. 

Deadline  nears  for  filing 
1993  insurance  claims 

All  1993  insurance  claims 
must  in  the  office  of  Employee 
Benefit  Services  in  Shreveport 
by  March  31,  1994. 

Claims  postmarked  March  31 
or  after  will  be  denied. 


An  all-church  healing  service  was 
held  at  St.  Matthew’s  UMC,  Me¬ 
tairie,  on  a  recent  Sunday  evening. 
The  service  was  led  by  Rev.  Judy 
Nelson,  chaplain  at  Pendleton  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Hospital.  The 
Rev.  William  I.  Eubanks,  pastor,  in 
announcing  the  service  said,  “We 
all  need  healing  in  some  way  — 
physically,  mentally,  emotionally, 
spiritually.” 

*  *  * 

“FRANgelism  Sunday”  was  held 
Feb.  13  in  First  UMC,  Minden 
where  Rev.  Mike  McLaurin  is  pas¬ 
tor.  “FRANgelism  is  a  prayer  and 
evangelism  program  that  is  so  easy 
it  is  shocking,”  he  explained  to  the 
congregation.  “Everyone  knows  at 
least  four  people  who  are  un¬ 
churched  (that  is,  anyone  who  can¬ 
not  recall  the  pastor’s  first  name  or 
who  hasn’t  been  in  church  in  the 
last  six  months.)  It  may  be  a  friend, 
relative,  acquaintance  or  neighbor 
(see  where  “FRAN”  comes  from?) 
Think  of  those  four  persons  (or 
families).  PRAY  about  them  daily.” 

Their  names,  addresses  and 
phone  numbers  were  written  and 
placed  on  the  alter  with  prayer  on 


Philip  Wingeier-Rayo,  mission¬ 
ary  to  Cuba,  will  be  in  Louisiana 
the  first  week  in  March  when  he 
will  speak  at  district  meetings  and 
in  local  churches.  Rev.  Tom  Howe 
and  Dr.  Jack  O’Dell  report.  The 
country  that  Hemingway  loved  and 
other  Americans  visited  on  vaca¬ 
tion  before  1959,  Cuba  now  seems 
mysterious  although  it  is  so  close. 

Neither  tourists  nor  missionaries 
from  the  United  States  have  been 
there  in  the  last  three  decades. 

A  lay  person,  Wingeier-Rayo 
went  to  Cuba  in  1991.  He  was  the 
first  United  Methodist  missionary 
there  since  the  revolution  in  1959- 
60.  Prior  to  that  he  served  in  Nica¬ 
ragua  and  Southwest  Texas. 

His  Louisiana  speaking  schedule 
is  as  follows:  Wednesday,  March  2, 
7  p.m..  Cornerstone  UMC,  New  Or¬ 
leans;  Thursday,  March  3,  Horse¬ 
shoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria; 
Friday,  March  4,  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict  at  Mooringsport  UMC;  Ruston 
District  dinner  at  Grace  UMC 
where  the  United  Methodist  Men 
will  be  hosts,  and  Sunday,  March  6, 
8:30  a.m.  and  1 1  a.m.  services  in 


The  Rex  Squyres  Town  and  Coun¬ 
try  Spring  Retreat  this  year  will  focus 
on  the  VISION  2000  themes  —  Nur¬ 
turing  and  Witnessing. 

Dr.  Jim  Pledger,  superintendent 
of  the  Sherman-McKinney  District 


“FRANgelism  Sunday.”  Then  on 
“Invite  Your  FRAN  Sunday”  Feb. 
27  the  members  will  welcome  their 
visitors. 

*  *  * 

Dillard  University  Division  of 
Nursing  Faculty  Organization  and 
Brooks  UMC,  New  Orleans,  will 
sponsor  a  Community  Health 
Screening  Project.  The  free  screen¬ 
ing  will  be  held  at  Brooks  UMC, 
4000  Buchanan  St.,  Saturday, 
March  5,  from  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 
Health  services  to  be  provided  are 
blood  pressure  screening,  nutrition¬ 
al  services,  dental  screening,  pre¬ 
ventive  AIDS  education  and  other 
vital  services.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  504-286-4717  or  504-282- 
3733. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Kenneth  Reed,  executive  di¬ 
rector,  UM  Foundation  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  is  constantly  invited  to  visit 
churches  around  the  state.  On  Sun¬ 
day,  Feb.  27,  he  will  preach  at  the 
10  a.m.  worship  service  in  Abbe¬ 
ville  UMC.  During  the  Sunday 
school  hour  he  will  talk  to  adults 
about  how  the  foundation  can  help 
local  churches  and  individuals. 


Grace  UMC. 

His  hosts  in  Louisiana,  along 
with  Rev.  Howe  and  Dr.  O'Dell, 
will  be  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell,  Dr.  Hen¬ 
ry  Blount  and  Rev.  Jose’  Garcia, 
who  visited  with  Wingeier-Rayo  in 
Cuba  in  November  of  last  year. 

“He  will  talk  about  the  explosive 
growth  of  the  UM  Church  in  Cuba 
and  how  the  Spirit  of  God  is  truly 
moving  in  the  country,’’  Howe  said. 
“Those  who  hear  him  will  discover 
how  we  as  United  Methodists  might 
share  in  the  resurgence  of  the 
church  in  Cuba  and  what  impact  it 
might  have  on  our  lives.” 

He  also  will  invite  Louisiana 
churches  to  engaged  in  a  Covenant 
Relationship  for  his  work  in  Cuba. 

A  program  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  a  Covenant 
Relationship  is  an  agreement  by  a 
local  church  to  support  financially 
National  or  World  division  mis¬ 
sionaries  with  a  set  amount  for  a 
prescribed  number  of  years.  (Mini¬ 
mum  amount  of  such  a  covenant  is 
either  $1,000  or  $3  per  member  per 
year,  whichever  is  smaller.) 
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of  North  Texas  Conference,  will  be 
the  resource  leader. 

He  will  describe  a  method  of  in¬ 
creasing  Sunday  school  attendance 
called  “Climbing  Jacob's  Ladder.’’  He 
also  will  elaborate  on  a  new  idea  for 
an  evangelism  project  called  “Recov¬ 
ering  Pentecost.”  Last  year  he  was  one 
of  the  presenters  at  the  event. 

The  retreat  is  planned  for  Mon¬ 
day,  March  7,  and  Tuesday,  March 
8,  at  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  in 
LeBlanc,  La.  Activities  will  begin 
with  registration  and  fellowship  at 
1 1  a.m.  Monday  and  end  with 
lunch  at  noon  on  Tuesday. 

One  Continuing  Education  Unit 
will  be  given. 

Bishop  William  Oden  and  other 
members  of  the  Cabinet  are  sched¬ 
uled  to  attend. 

The  deadline  for  registering  is 
March  1.  Registration  is  $25  per 
person. 

Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  with  a  memo  for: 
Town  and  Country  Retreat.  Send  to: 
Rev.  Darryl  A.  Tate,  1001  Moisant 
Dr.,  Kenner,  LA  70062 


March  Conference  Calendar 

1-3  Cabinet  Meeting 

4  World  Day  of  Prayer 

5  Conference  Vacation  Bible  School  Training,  First  UMC, 
Alexandria,  10  a.m.  to  1  a.m. 

7-8  Town  and  Country  Ministries  Rural  Pastors’  Retreat, 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 
11-12  CCYM  Meeting,  Ruston  District 
1 3  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
13  United  Methodist  Foundation  Sunday 
18-19  Youth  Confirmation  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers 
20  Camping  Sunday 
22-24  Cabinet  Meeting 
27  Palm  Sunday 
27-April  2  Holy  Week 

3 1  Maundy  Thursday 


Around  the  Conference 


Dr.  Jim  Pledger  to  present 
unique  ideas  on  evangelism 
at  Town  and  Country  Retreat 


Faith  forum 
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Take  on  technology 
that  glorifies  God 


If  you’ve  ever  doubted  that  it’s 
a  “brave  new  world”  for  religion, 
consider  the  following: 

■  According  to  “One  World,” 
published  by  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  Japanese  Buddhists  re¬ 
cently  unveiled  a  “robot  priest” 
that's  computer  programmed  to 
perform  certain  rituals. 

■  Countless  Christians  com¬ 
municate  regularly  via  computer- 
connected  bulletin  boards  that 
allow  the  exchange  of  ideas  and 
information  about  their  beliefs 
and  spiritual  experiences. 

■  At  least  one  pastor  is  known 
to  have  used  video  technology  to 
tape  sermons  for  viewing  by  his 
congregation  when  he  was  on  va¬ 
cation,  eliminating  the  need  for 
guest  preachers. 

■  A  national  columnist — 
tongue  just  slightly  in  cheek — re¬ 
cently  proposed  applications  of 
technology  to  faith  that  are  only 
a  little  far-fetched:  Sermons  and 
congregational  response  traded 
by  electronic  computer  mail, 
prayers  faxed  to  ailing  parishio¬ 
ners,  interactive  televised  wor¬ 
ship  services  and  the  like. 

Ready  or  not,  even  an  institu¬ 
tion  that  historically  lags  behind 
the  times  as  organized  religion 
sometimes  does  couldn’t  remain 
untouched  by  the  technology  rev¬ 
olution. 

So  how  do  Christians,  as  peo¬ 
ple  called  to  be  “in”  but  not  “of’ 


Editorial 


the  world,  prepare  for  what’s 
hurtling  toward  them? 

As  in  all  matters  regarding  the 
interaction  between  faith  and 
works,  one’s  primary  consider¬ 
ation  should  be:  How  might  such 
changes  either  hinder  or  promote 
the  reign  of  God? 

Congregations,  church  groups 
or  individuals  considering  high- 
tech  approaches  to  ministry 
should  do  an  impact  study  of  the 
likely  effects,  pro  and  con,  of  the 
new  technology  on  their  witness 
as  Christians. 

Questions  to  ask  include  the 
following: 

•f  Will  the  application  of  this 
technology  promote  or  hinder  in¬ 
terpersonal  relationships? 

'f  How  might  others  better  see 
God  at  work  as  a  result  of  using 
this  technology? 

/  Is  this  technology  likely  to 
enhance  the  ability  to  be  in  out¬ 
reach  to  others? 

The  hopeful  news  is  that,  across 
the  ages,  Christians  have  found 
ways  to  redeem  human  inven¬ 
tions,  from  printing  presses  to  pul¬ 
pit  mikes,  to  glorify  God.  Our  age 
need  not  be  any  different 

We  may  want  to  draw  the  line, 
however,  at  robot  priests. 


UNfTHD  METHODIST  COMMUNICATIONS  PHOTO 

United  Methodist  Communications'  InfoServ  line,  made  possible 
by  telephones  and  computers,  offers  a  good  example  of  how 
technology  can  be  used  appropriately  in  the  church.  Christians 
should  be  wary,  however,  when  technology  appears  to  be  mak¬ 
ing  inroads  for  its  own  sake  rather  than  to  glorify  God. 


What  others  are  saying 


“As  citizens  we  do  not  have  the 
capacity  or  the  authority  to  judge 
the  president’s  personal  life;  that  is 
the  province  of  the  Almighty.  We 
do  have  a  responsibility  to  evaluate 
as  best  we  can  how  the  president  is 
conducting  the  public  business.  He 
is  our  public  agent  in  charge  of  the 
public  trust  and  committed  by  his 
public  oath  to  guide  the  presidency 
according  to  the  Constitution.” 

— Former  U.S.  Senator  George  Mc¬ 
Govern,  1972  presidential  candidate, 
writing  in  Christian  Century. 

it  *  * 

“I’ve  been  wondering  why  some 
people  invite  others  to  church  and 
why  some  people  do  not.  Could  it 
be  that  some  of  us  are  in  churches 
that  are  so  vital  that  we  can’t  help 


Let's  be  more  open  to  God's  surprises 


By  JANICE  LOVE 

Heresy  is  a  strong,  provocative 
word.  It  often  brings  to  mind  some 
shameful  episodes  in  church  histo¬ 
ry,  events  when  the  religious  estab¬ 
lishments  sought  to  crush  dissent, 
creativity,  spiritual  exploration  and 
theological  diversity. 

Some  of  the  most  vivid  images  of 
heresy  are:  Joan  of  Arc  burning  at 
the  stake;  the  Spanish  Inquisition; 
the  prosecution  of  Galileo;  John 
Calvin’s  reign  in  Geneva;  and  un¬ 
fortunately,  much  more. 

One's  faith,  another's  heresy 

The  negative,  even  deadly,  experi¬ 
ences  of  debate  over  particular  her¬ 
esies  overwhelm  the  few  positive, 
life-affirming  ones.  In  work  for 
Christian  unity,  we  regularly  discover 
that  too  often  a  fundamental  matter 
of  faith  for  one  group  is  a  heresy  for 
another.  Some  denominations’  offi¬ 
cial  doctrines,  for  example,  consider 
Methodism  a  heresy. 

At  my  own  expense,  for  a  person¬ 
al  retreat,  I  attended  the  now-fam¬ 
ous  conference  on  Re-Imagining: 
The  Ecumenical  Decade,  Churches 
in  Solidarity  with  Women.  There  I 
believe  I  experienced  the  Holy  Spir- 


Here  I  Stand 


Janice  Love  is  a 
member  of  Wesley 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Colum- 
bia/  S.C.  (South 
Carolina  Annual 
Conference). 


it.  Others  believe  I  experienced  a  se¬ 
ries  of  heresies. 

Participants  in  the  conference 
stand  accused  of  daring  to  imagine 
and  reconstruct  the  feminine  face  of 
God.  We  stand  accused  of  daring  to 
offer  hospitality  to  lesbians. 

We  stand  accused,  as  did  some 
slaves  in  previous  centuries,  of  dar¬ 
ing  to  question  whether  traditional 
concepts  and  symbols  in  the  church 
are  more  harmful  than  helpful  when 
they  urge  people,  particularly 
abused  women,  to  endure  suffering 
and  crucifixion,  to  sacrifice  them¬ 
selves  further,  to  forgive  without 
genuine  repentance  from  the  of¬ 
fenders,  and  to  settle  for  reconcilia¬ 


tion  without  justice. 

We  stand  accused  of  not  invoking 
Jesus  Christ  into  our  midst.  But  I 
could  feel,  touch  and  see  Christ  in 
many  encounters  that  weekend. 

Jesus  was  with  us 

Jesus  was  present  in  shared  experi¬ 
ences  of  faith  journeys.  Jesus  was 
there  when  Rita  Nakshima  Brock 
told  us  stories  of  incarnation,  im- 
manuel  and  ecclesia.  Jesus  witnessed 
our  songs  of  praise  and  thanksgiving, 
“Great  is  our  God,  ever  adored.” 

Jesus  was  with  us  when  we  em¬ 
braced  the  outcasts,  the  lesbians, 
and  created  community  with  them. 
Jesus  was  present  in  the  elderly 
woman  at  my  table  whose  wounds 
were  as  evident  as  her  joy.  Jesus 
was  present  in  the  men  also  deeply 
moved  by  the  outpouring  of  love, 
acceptance  and  challenge. 

Jesus  was  displayed  in  the  artists’ 
portraits  of  the  women  murdered  by 
those  who  claimed  to  love  them.  Je¬ 
sus  was  present  in  the  meal  where  we 
committed  ourselves  to  seek  personal 
and  institutional  transformation. 

Defining  a  heresy  can  be  a  legiti¬ 
mate  exercise  when  Christians  chal¬ 
lenge  each  other  to  live  more 


faithfully.  Most  of  us,  however,  try  to 
use  the  term  to  punish  those  with 
whom  we  disagree.  We  want  to  cre¬ 
ate  neat,  clean,  exclusive  categories 
of  who  is  right  and  wrong,  good  and 
bad,  worthy  and  unworthy. 

Thanks  be  to  God  that  little  of  the 
Methodist  tradition  and  history  is  de¬ 
voted  to  debates  over  heresy.  Rather, 
in  a  more  ecumenical  spirit,  we 
Methodists  usually  complement 
Scripture  and  tradition  with  experi¬ 
ence  and  reason. 

Across  the  years,  our  heritage  has 
taught  us  that  when  we  invite  all  who 
claim  the  name  Christian  to  converse 
and  share  with  one  another  (in  con¬ 
trast  to  excluding  those  who  seem  de¬ 
viant),  we  find  rich,  surprising  gifts 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  We  encounter  new 
forms  of  ministry,  mutual  challenge 
and  new  ways  of  building  bridges 
and  healing  communities. 

Let’s  be  open  to  God’s  surprises. 

Editor’s  Note:  Dr.  Love,  an  asso¬ 
ciate  professor  at  the  University  of 
South  Carolina,  is  a  member  of  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  and  was  among 
those  who  proposed  an  Ecumenical 
Decade:  Churches  in  Solidarity  with 
Women  (1988-1998). 


I  didn't  agree  with  everything  at  conference 


telling  people  about  our  church? 
Perhaps  others  in  less  vital  churches 
are  secretly  hoping  that  no  one  will 
ask  them  where  they  attend 
church.” 

— The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  chief 
executive  of  the  General  Board  of 

Discipleship,  Nashville. 

*  *  * 

“Our  hope  must  be,  and  be  seen 
to  be,  grounded  on  the  bedrock  of 
Gospel  truth,  rather  than  some 
passing  psychotherapeutic  craze... 
Books  and  television  are  no  substi¬ 
tute  for  living  a  life  in  which  Christ 
has  been  embodied.  This  is  because 
the  Gospel  is  a  truth  that  cannot 
simply  be  taught;  it  must  be  lived. " 
— Alister  E.  McGrath,  Christianity 
Today. 


I  was  one  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ists  who  attended  the  “Re-Imagin¬ 
ing  Conference”  in  Minneapolis.  I 
paid  my  own  way. 

As  I  learned  to  do  as  a  United 
Methodist  woman,  I  went  with  an 
open  mind  expecting  to  be  inspired, 
instructed  and  challenged.  I  took 
with  me  the  knowledge  and  strength 
I  have  gained  from  intense  study  of 
the  Book  of  Discipline’s  section  on 
“Our  Theological  Task.” 

I  wasn’t  disappointed  in  the  con¬ 
ference.  As  I  had  anticipated,  I 
wasn’t  in  total  agreement  with  ev¬ 
erything  said.  However,  I’m  not  al¬ 
ways  in  total  agreement  with 
everything  said  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Clearly,  our  Book  of  Discipline 
calls  us  to  reflect  on  God’s  action  in 
our  lives  and  to  use  this  study  and 
thinking  to  prepare  us  to  participate 
in  God’s  work  in  the  world. 

Sally  Graham  Ernst 
Bethel  Park,  Pennsylvania 

Editor’s  Note:  Ms.  Ernst  is  imme¬ 
diate  past  president  of  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

It's  'dead  theology' 

I  don’t  know  if  I  am  in  a  rage  or  a 
deep  depression  because  of  two  classic 
examples  of  “dead  theology”  recently 
offered  by  two  United  Methodist 
leaders  (see  UMR,  Jan.  21). 

The  Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger  II 
says,  “Good  News  carries  the  most 
disturbing  story 
we’ve  ever  pub¬ 
lished.”  And  he  in¬ 
sists  upon  “some 
action  of  theologi¬ 
cal  oversight  by 
our  bishops.” 

Retired  Bishop 
Earl  Hunt  says,  lames  Heidinger 
“. . .  a  heresy  that  staggers  the  reli¬ 
gious  mind  and  must  be  eliminated.” 
(The  bishop’s  last  three  words  are  ee¬ 
rily  similar  to  statements  from  the 
Third  Reich  in  the  1930s). 

Both  refer  to  reports  they  heard 
concerning  the  “Re-Imagining” 
Conference.  What  I  heard  the  con¬ 
ference  was  about  was  God,  Jesus, 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  church. 

Someone  recently  defined  for  me 
the  difference  between  “dead”  and 
“live”  theology.  “Dead”  theology 
talks  about  God  and  stops  there. 
“Live”  theology  talks  with  neighbor 
and  preaches  Good  News  to  the 
poor,  sets  free  those  in  bondage, 
heals,  loves  with  a  love  that  never 
ends  and  proclaims,  “the  Kingdom 
has  come  near  you.” 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Sophias  are  dying 

As  I  was  reading  the  articles  on 
the  “Sophia”  controversy  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  28),  I  heard  the  news  of 
the  death  of  a  16-year-old  woman. 

She  had  been  shot  for  no  appar¬ 
ent  reason  while  seated  in  a  parked 
car  at  a  site  about  a  mile  from  my 
home  and  a  mile  from  the  Re-Imag¬ 
ining  Conference  site.  Her  first 
name  was  Sophia. 

When  the  Sophias  of  the  world 
are  dying  in  parking  lots,  by  what 
right  do  we  fill  the  pages  of  our  reli¬ 
gious  press  with  this  kind  of  empty 
debate? 

I  object  to  the  pillorying  of  those 
who  were  involved  in  the  Re-Imagin- 
ing  Conference  in  your  newspaper 
and  other  publications  for  the  past 
several  weeks.  I  am  pastor  of  Wes¬ 
ley  United  Methodist  church,  next 
door  to  the  Minneapolis  Conven¬ 
tion  Center  site  of  the  Re-Imagining 
Conference  and  was  host  pastor  for 
a  number  of  its  events. 

Our  call  from  Christ  is  to  make 
sure  the  hungry  are  fed,  the  thirsty 
are  given  good  water  to  drink,  the 
naked  are  clothed,  the  sick  and  in 
prison  are  visited,  and  the  stranger 
is  welcomed.  Let  us  put  barren  rhet¬ 
oric  aside  and  join  together  in  the 
love  and  service  of  Christ. 

Larry  G-  Nielsen 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

God  bless  him 

I  refer  to  the  letter  “shaming” 
Bishop  Earl  Hunt  for  speaking  out 
against  the  Sophia  heresy  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  28). 

I  say,  God  bless  Bishop  Hunt!  At 
least  someone  in  our  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leadership  spoke  out  against 
this  perversion  of  the  apostolic  faith 
our  leaders  are  supposed  to  guard. 

The  silence  of  our  sitting  bishops 
is  deafening.  We  need  more  like 
Bishop  Hunt. 

Ron  Stelzeni 
Mondovi,  Wisconsin 

Words  on  Wisdom 

Several  of  your  recent  issues  have 
dealt  with  the  issue  of  “Sophia  wor¬ 
ship.”  One  important  perspective 


has  been  left  unspoken,  and  that  is 
the  fact  that  there  is  a  Biblical  and 
traditional  sense  in  which  Chris¬ 
tians  do  worship  Sophia. 

Consider:  the  United  Methodist 
congregation  of  which  I  am  a  mem¬ 
ber  sang  this  morning  the  words  of 
Anglican  priest  (later  bishop) 
William  W.  How: 

O  Word  of  God  incarnate, 

O  Wisdom  from  on  high. . . 

Of  course,  if  “Wisdom”  were 
transliterated  from  the  Greek,  we 
would  be  justly  accused  of 
worshipping  “Sophia.”  Moreover, 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary,  on 
whose  faculty  I  serve,  has  as  its  in¬ 
scription  this  verse: 

Christos  theou  dunamis 
kai  theou  sophia 

“Christ,  the  power  of  God  and 
the  wisdom  [sophia]  of  God”  (I  Co¬ 
rinthians  1:24).  The  same  inscrip¬ 
tion  is  etched  over  the  apse  of  the 
Greek  Orthodox  Cathedral  of  Saint 
Sophia,  just  down  Massachusetts 
Avenue  from  us.  “Saint  Sophia”  is 
not  a  reference  to  a  human  saint 


recognized  by  the  Eastern  Ortho¬ 
dox;  it  is  a  reference  to  Christ  as  the 
“Holy  Wisdom”  of  God. 

1  realize  of  course  that  this  may 
not  resolve  all  of  the  current  issues 
surrounding  the  worship  of  Sophia. 
Some  feminists  may  worship  a 
“goddess”  Sophia,  but  for  other 
feminists,  “Sophia”  is  a  scriptural 
and  historic  term  for  the  Christ 
whom  we  worship. 

This  point  should  be  bom  in 
mind  in  our  discussions:  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  Christ  as  the  Sophia  or  Wis¬ 
dom  of  God  is  part  of  the  orthodox 
tradition  of  Christian  faith.  This 
has  not  been  clearly  recognized  to 
date  in  our  discussions  of  the  mat¬ 
ter.  I’m  a  conservative  evangelical 
Christian;  I  worship  and  adore  So¬ 
phia,  the  Wisdom  of  God  incarnate 
in  our  Savior. 

Ted  A.  Campbell 
Washington,  D.C. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275, 
or  fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 


Bruce  K.  Quinn 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 
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Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse— of  the  following: 

“Let  justice  roll  down  like  waters, 
and  righteousness  like  an  everyflow- 
ing  stream.” 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


Ronald  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
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(Last  week's  answer  Mark  3 35) 

Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  27 

Sunday:  Psalms  22:23-26 
Monday:  Psalms  22:24-3 1 
Tuesday:  Genesis  17:1-7 
Wednesday:  Genesis  17:15-16 
Thursday:  Romans  4:13-15 
Friday:  Romans  4: 1 6-25 
_ o.ni.ro 


Nurturing 


Your  newspaper  provides  a  constant,  in  home, 
spiritual  nurture  tool  to  your  entire  congregation 
beyond  the  worship  experience. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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WAREHOUSE  ADDRESS:  a  news 

item  last  week  incorrectly  listed  the  address  for 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
Warehouse  established  for  victims  of  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  earthquake.  The  address  should  be: 
Warehouse-California,  7305  Ethel,  North  Hol¬ 
lywood,  Calif.,  91605.  Priority  items  include 
baby  items,  disposable  diapers,  infant  formula 
and  infant  clothing. 


RETURN  TO  BURUNDI:  The  head  of 

the  United  Methodist  Church  of  Burundi  re¬ 
turns  to  his  native  land  this  month,  with  no  as¬ 
surance  of  his  personal 
safety  or  the  status  of  his 
church.  Bishop  J.  Alfred 
Ndoricimpa  has  been  in  ex¬ 
ile  for  five  months,  follow¬ 
ing  the  overthrow  of 
Burundi’s  government  in 
October.  “I  know  it  is  risky 
to  go  back  to  Burundi,  but  1  , 

have  to  go  to  help  my  Alfred  Ndoncmpa 

church,”  said  the  bishop.  “My  church  leaders  will 
return  if  they  know  I  am  there.”  Although  a  new 
Burundi  president  took  office  on  Feb.  5,  revenge 
attacks  by  the  majority  Tutsi  tribe  are  still  made 
on  Hutu  people.  However,  the  bishop  said  he  be¬ 
lieves  that  “it’s  only  been  a  small  band  of  extrem¬ 
ists  that  have  led  these  killings.”  He  added  that 
United  Methodists  should  contact  their  congres- 
sperson  to  ask  for  support  of  the  new  Burundi 
government,  and  for  a  United  Nations  peace¬ 
keeping  force  immediately. 


RECORD  CUBAN  REFUGEES:  Last 

year  saw  the  arrival  of  more  Cuban  refugees  to 
South  Florida  than  at  any  other  time  since  the 
Mariel  boat  lift  14  years  ago,  reports  Church 
World  Service  and  Witness,  the  relief  arm  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  Christ.  In 
1 980,  at  least  250,000  Cubans  were  resettled  in 
the  U.S.  Included  in  that  number  were  5,000 
Cuban  "rafters”  who  made  the  precarious  90- 
mile  trip  from  Cuba  to  Florida.  However,  3,656 
“rafters”  were  picked  up  by  the  U.S.  Coast 
Guard.  Denominational  agencies  such  as  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  assist 
Church  World  Service  in  resettling  these  refugees. 


PEACE  SUMMIT:  The  major  churches 
and  Christian  denominations  within  the  for¬ 
mer  Soviet  Union  have  agreed  to  hold  a  reli¬ 
gious  summit  in  Moscow  in  June,  to  discuss 
ways  to  resolve  the  conflicts  which  threaten 
their  newfound  freedoms.  The  conference, 
called  to  address  the  issue  of  "Christian  faith 
and  human  amity”  will  be  the  first  major  in¬ 
terdenominational  event  since  the  collapse  of 
communism  in  the  region.  The  conference  is 
the  result  of  planning  by  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church  and  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 


'COMING  OUT  SUNDAY':  Presby¬ 
terian  “More  Light”  churches  will  be  marking 
March  6  as  “Coming  Out  Sunday,”  with  liturgy 
calling  the  wider  church  to  accept  gay  men  and 
lesbians  as  full  partners  in  ministry,  said  the 
Rev.  Lindsay  Louis  Biddle  of  Minneapolis. 
March  6  is  the  anniversary  of  the  commission¬ 
ing  of  the  Rev.  Jane  Adams  Spahr  as  a  lesbian 
evangelist  by  the  Downtown  United  Presbyteri¬ 
an  Church  in  Rochester,  Minn.  The  idea  for  the 
Sunday  began  when  four  denominations — in¬ 
cluding  The  United  Methodist  Church — named 
Jan.  23  as  “Welcoming  Sundav.” 


Bishop's  visit  is  sign  of  hope  for  Mexico 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

A  recent  anniversary  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Methodism  in  Latin  Amer¬ 
ica  has  become  a  “sign  of  hope” 


for  peace  between  Protestants  and 
Catholics  in  Mexico  and  through¬ 
out  the  Spanish-speaking  world. 

That’s  the  assessment  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  attending  the  25th 


anniversary  celebration  of  the 
Council  of  the  Evangelical  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Latin  America 
(CIEMAL).  The  celebration  was 
in  Mexico  City  Jan.  30-Feb.  3. 


'  CIEMAL,  founded  in  Santia¬ 
go,  Chile,  on  Feb.  2,  1969,  is  an 
association  of  autonomous  Latin 
American  Methodist  churches 
that  provides  a  forum  for  dis¬ 
cussing  problems,  common  goals 
and  mission  evangelism  pro¬ 
grams. 

Worship  a  highlight 

One  highlight  of  the  anniversa¬ 
ry  program  was  a  service  of  wor¬ 
ship  at  Gante  Methodist  Church. 

During  the  service,  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  Samuel  Ruiz,  pre¬ 
late  of  Chiapas  Mexican  State,  qui¬ 
etly  entered  the  sanctuary  with  his 
assistants  and  sat  with  the  congre¬ 
gation. 

One  view  of  the  impact  was 
provided  by  the  Rev.  Wilson  T. 
Boots,  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Bolivia. 

'We  were  speechless!' 

“Bishop  Aldo  Etchegoyen  of 
Argentina  had  shared  the  169- 
year  history  of  Methodism  in 
Latin  America  and  the  Caribbe¬ 
an,  and  Bishop  Isaias  Gutierrez 
of  Chile,  president  of  CIEMAL, 
was  preaching  on  ‘Sewing  the 
seeds  of  justice’  when  Bishop 
Ruiz  walked  in,”  Mr.  Boots  said. 

“We  were  speechless! 

“At  the  end  of  the  sermon, 
Bishop  Etchegoyen  stood  to  wel¬ 
come  Bishop  Ruiz  to  the  pulpit. 
Given  the  long  years  of  hostility 
and  conflict,  I  doubt  if  a  Catholic 
bishop  has  ever  been  officially  in 
a  Protestant  church  in  Mexico.” 

Dr.  Boots  said  the  Catholic 
bishop  came  to  the  meeting  to 
thank  Methodists  who  had  made 


public  statements  in  solidarity 
with  the  Catholic  community  in 
Chiapas  in  its  crisis  of  armed 
revolution  (see  related  story  be¬ 
low  right). 

Long  history  of  conflict 

Mexico  has  long  been  beset  by 
conflicts  between  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  and  Protestants,  but  Method¬ 
ists  there  say  Bishop  Ruiz  has 
been  a  strong  advocate  for  an  ec¬ 
umenical  approach. 

After  the  service.  Bishop  Ruiz 
spoke  to  some  150  Methodist 
leaders  including  bishops,  clergy 
and  laity  from  17  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  countries. 

He  said  racial  discrimination, 
marginalization  and  economic  in¬ 
justices  were  at  the  center  of  the 
struggle  in  Chiapas  state.  But  he 
contended  that  genuine  reform 
and  justice  with  dignity  will  bring 
peace. 

A  moment  of  grace 

Bishop  Ruiz  also  affirmed  this 
“moment  of  grace  in  Mexico” 
and  indicated  his  belief  that  the 
crisis  has  also  opened  a  window 
of  opportunity  for  evangelism 
and  ecumenical  spirit. 

“The  presence  of  Bishop  Ruiz 
was  a  gift  of  the  spirit,"  said  Dr. 
Boots.  “It  was  a  sign  of  affirma¬ 
tion  for  the  Methodist  Church’s 
great  Wesleyan  tradition  for  so¬ 
cial  justice  and  personal  piety. 

“Bishop  Etchegoyen  said,  ‘The 
conscience  of  Latin  America  has 
been  awakened  by  Chiapas.’  Bish¬ 
op  Ruiz  gave  CIEMAL  a  new  en¬ 
ergy  for  witness  and  mission  in  all 
of  their  countries.” 
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Roman  Catholic  Bishop  Samuel  Ruiz,  right,  prelate  of  the  Mexican  state  of  Chiapas,  surprised  a 
25th  anniversary  celebration  of  the  Evangelical  Methodist  Church  of  Latin  America  (CIEMAL)  by 
attending  the  event.  Behind  the  bishop  is  Francisco  Mendoza  of  Venezuela. 


Minister  helping  reconcile  Protestant ,  Catholic  Mexicans 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

A  Methodist  minister  is  giving 
key  leadership  in  reconciliation 
efforts  to  stop  the  violence  in 
Chiapas  State,  Mexico. 

The  Rev.  Cesar  Perez  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  has 
been  named  to  the  new  Christian 
Commission  for  Peace  and  Rec¬ 
onciliation.  Mr.  Perez  is  in 
charge  of  refugee  ministries  for 
his  church. 

Recommended  by  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  Samuel  Ruiz  of 
San  Cristobal  de  Las  Casas  in  Chi¬ 
apas,  the  commission  is  to  be  a 
permanent  body  that  intends  to 
resolve  problems  of  indigenous 
peoples  of  Mexico.  Under  armed 
attack,  these  people  were  forced 
recently  to  leave  Chiapas  primari¬ 
ly  because  of  their  religious  beliefs. 

Listen  to  the  people 

In  a  press  statement  signed  by 
Mr.  Perez  and  the  Rev.  Adner 
Lopez  Perez  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Mexico,  the  two  min¬ 
isters  said  painful  events  in  Chia¬ 


pas  have  forced  church  leaders  to 
listen  to  demands  of  indigenous 
peoples  of  Mexico — especially 
non-Catholics. 

“It  is  with  embarrassment  that 
we  confess  our  sin  of  omission  and 
lack  of  interest  in  our  indigenous 
brothers  who,  in  many  cases,  we 
only  see  as  objects,”  said  the  min¬ 
isters.  “In  very  few  cases,  we  join 
in  their  struggles  for  a  better  world 
and  dignified  lives  with  respect  for 
them  as  people,  families  and  a 
community  and  culture. 

“The  problem  has  existed  for  27 
years.  Thirty-three  thousand 
Evangelicals  [Protestants]  have 
been  expelled  from  their  lands  and 
have  formed  36  colonies  around 
the  outskirts  of  San  Cristobal  de 
las  Casas  and  Teopisca.  . . .  We 
have  been  asking  for  justice,  and 
no  one  has  paid  attention. 

“We  are  all  guilty,  and  be¬ 
tween  us  all  we  should  find  a  so¬ 
lution.” 

Last  month  the  new  commis¬ 
sion  for  peace  and  reconciliation 
met  with  Bishop  Ruiz  and  with 
Manuel  Camacho  Solis,  former 


mayor  of  Mexico  City  who  was 
appointed  commissioner  of  peace 
and  reconciliation.  They  went  to 
the  heart  of  the  war  zone  to  help 
end  the  fighting  between  the  Zapa¬ 
tista  Army  of  National  Liberation 
and  the  Mexican  army. 

'Caravan  of  peace' 

While  visiting  the  36  refugee 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

An  ecumenical  delegation  that 
visited  the  Mexican  state  of  Chi¬ 
apas  Feb.  9-14  is  requesting  in¬ 
ternational  Christian  support  for 
the  struggling  indigenous  popula¬ 
tion  in  that  region. 

Genuine  dialogue  between  the 
Mexican  government  and  the  Za¬ 
patista  Army  for  National  Liber¬ 
ation — which  began  an  armed 
rebellion  Jan.  1 — is  needed  to 
negotiate  a  just  peace,  according 
to  Joyce  Hill. 


camps  during  a  “caravan  of 
peace,”  Mr.  Perez  and  others  in 
the  group  learned  that  the  issue  is 
not  a  question  of  religious  perse¬ 
cution  but  one  of  exploitation  of 
peasants  by  a  handful  of  large 
landowners. 

Following  the  visit,  the  two 
ministers  proposed  an  immediate 
end  to  the  expulsion  of  indigenous 


Ms.  Hill,  an  executive  with  the 
World  Division,  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  was  part  of  the  12-member 
delegation  organized  by  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 

The  group  met  with  Protestant 
and  Catholic  leaders  in  Chiapas 
and  shared  in  a  specially  ar¬ 
ranged  ecumenical  celebration  at 
the  Roman  Catholic  Cathedral  in 
San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  where 
Bishop  Samuel  Ruiz  Garcia  pre¬ 
sides. 

Manuel  Camacho  Solis,  the  ap¬ 
pointed  mediator  between  the 


peoples  for  their  religious  beliefs 
and  compensation  for  their  loss  of 
crops. 

In  the  meantime,  Methodist 
and  Presbyterian  leaders  in  Mex¬ 
ico  say  they  will  continue  to  sup¬ 
port  these  people  with  donations 
of  blankets,  non-perishable  food 
items  and  medicine. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


government  and  the  rebels,  told 
the  delegation  about  the  difficulty 
of  finding  an  immediate  solution 
to  troubles  in  Chiapas  because  of 
the  many  years  of  injustice. 

Members  of  the  two  Presby¬ 
terian  churches  in  Chiapas  have 
taken  in  more  than  700  Protes¬ 
tants  who  fled  rural  areas  during 
the  violence,  which  ended  in  a 
ceasefire  in  mid-January.  The 
town  also  has  a  large  Catholic 
shelter  for  displaced  persons. 

With  an  80  percent  indigenous 
population,  Chiapas  also  is  one 
of  the  poorest  Mexican  states. 


Methodists  visit  Mexican  rebellion  site 


Stimulate  Your 
Thought  Life  at 
Asbury  Seminary 

cutting-edge  theology 
ofWolfhart  Pannenberg. 

\  The  wit  and  wisdom  ol  Thomas 
Morris.  The  doctrinal  distinctives  of 
Jurgen  Moltmann.  Asbuiy  Seminaiy 
students  are  challenged  to  think. 

Year-in  and  year-out,  world-class 
lecturers  stimulate  the  Asbuiy 
community.  Elizabeth  Achtemeier 
(Union),  C.K.  Barrett  (Durham), 
Patrick  Miller  fPrinceton)  and 
Donald  English  (World  Metho¬ 
dist  Council)  have  each  spoken 
in  recent  years. 


“I  don't  know  of  another 
seminaiy  that  combines 
sound  learning  and  vital 
piety  like  /Asbury  Seminaiy'.”  v,  T 
—  Dr.  Maxie  Dunnam 
World  MetbodiA  Council 


These  high-caliber  lecture¬ 
ships  complement  a  scholarly 
faculty.  With  doctorates  from  the 
world’s  leading  institutions,  professors 
teach  students  to  think  clearly  and 
biblically'.  Asburians  develop  a 
thoroughly  Christian  worldview. 

So  if you  want  a  stimulating 
thought  life,  study  at  Asbury.  Call 
the  director  ol  admissions  today  at 
1-800-2- AS  BURY  to  learn  more 
about  degree  programs  and  future 
lectureships. 

A  Asbury 

Theological 
fft  Seminary 

204  N.  Lexington  Avenue  •  Wilmorc,  (O’  40390-1199 


J  Hr  gen  Moltmann 
University  of  Tubingen 
1992  Ryan  Lecturer 


Church-funded  mission  soothes  refugees'  losses 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

MIAMI — It  was  a  poignant  mo¬ 
ment  for  UMCOR  directors. 

While  on  a  tour  of  ministries  sup¬ 
ported  in  part  by  UMCOR,  some  35 
directors,  staff  and  guests  piled  into  a 
small  storefront  mission  called  CHI- 
SPA,  which  means  “spark”  in  Span¬ 
ish. 

The  letters  stand  for  words  which, 
roughly  translated,  mean  Hispanic 
Christians  serving  others  with  love. 

The  mission  addresses  the  needs 
of  predominantly  Central  American 
refugees  in  the  Miami  area.  Besides 
UMCOR,  the  mission  is  supported 
by  Hispanic  congregations  and  Cor¬ 
al  Way  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  Mayda  Mora,  the  mis¬ 
sion  pastor,  introduced  a  young  ref¬ 
ugee  from  Nicaragua  who  had  come 
to  the  mission  shortly  before  the  di¬ 
rectors  arrived. 

He  spoke  no  English 

The  small  man,  about  30  years 
old,  was  dirty,  and  his  eyes  were  full 
of  tears.  He  spoke  no  English. 

Understandably  ill  at  ease,  he  told 
his  story  while  Lilia  Fernandez,  who 
heads  refugee  services  for  UMCOR, 
interpreted  what  he  was  saying. 

He  and  his  1 2-year-old  son  had  im¬ 
migrated  to  the  United  States,  he  said, 
but  while  they  were  in  Texas  they 
were  picked  up  by  authorities  and 
“dropped  off’  in  Miami.  They  knew 
no  one  in  Miami,  had  no  job,  no 
money  and  no  place  to  live,  he  said. 

Father  and  son  were  living  under  a 
bridge  until  the  day  before,  when  Mi¬ 


ami  authorities  picked  up  the  son 
and  placed  him  with  child  protective 
services  until  the  father  could  get  a 
job  and  get  established.  Someone 
brought  the  father  to  CHISPA. 

The  man  opened  his  billfold  and 
pulled  out  papers.  Ms.  Fernandez 
looked  at  them  and  said  with  sur¬ 
prise,  “He’s  got  papers  and  a  green 
card.”  This  meant  that  he  was  in 
the  country  legally  and  could  be 
hired  legally — if  he  could  find  a  job. 

Pastor  Mora  sighed  with  frustra¬ 
tion.  What  could  she  do?  she  asked. 
This  was  the  kind  of  situation  that 
she  runs  into  all  of  the  time,  she 
said,  and  there  was  so  little  money 
to  help. 

“Let’s  take  up  a  collection  right 
now,”  someone  suggested. 

“Praise  God,”  the  pastor  said. 

More  than  $300  was  raised  for 
the  mission  on  the  spot.  It  was  giv¬ 
en  to  Ms.  Mora,  who  said  she  would 
arrange  for  lodging  and  food  for  the 
refugee. 

UMCOR  directors  visited  several 
other  projects  supported  in  part  by 
the  church’s  relief  agency.  They 
were  led  by  the  Rev.  Anne  Burk¬ 
holder,  head  of  United  Methodist 
Miami  Urban  Ministries. 

'Operation  Survival' 

The  tour  included  the  Church 
World  Service  office,  the  center  for 
resettlement  of  refugees  and  politi¬ 
cal  asylum  applicants;  and  “Opera¬ 
tion  Survival”  which  operates  out 
of  Grace  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Little  Haiti. 

“Operation  Survival”  is  a  food 
distribution  program  and  a  sewing 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

MIAMI — Poto  Shutsha,  a  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  di¬ 


rector  from  Kananga,  Zaire,  tries 
used  to  train  Haitian  immigrant 
Survival." 

program  which  teaches  Haitian  ref¬ 
ugee  women,  who  have  few  if  any 
job  skills,  to  use  electric  sewing  ma¬ 
chines,  particularly  the  type  used  in 
factories. 

Also  at  Grace  United  (Methodist 
church  is  a  preschool  sponsored  by 


out  an  industrial  sewing  machine 
women  job  skills  at  "Operation 

Miami  Urban  Ministries  which 
serves  78  children  and  has  a  waiting 
list  as  long  as  the  number  of  children 
it  now  serves.  The  preschool  was  fea¬ 
tured  in  a  recent  video  “Children  of 
Promise”  produced  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications. 
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Technology  reaches  out  to  touch  somebody 

Bishop  sends  audiotaped  message  Electronics  seen  forming  a  global 


to  church  members  in  two  conferences 


community  for  gospel  communication 


Faith 

connections 

SUPPORT  FOR  SCHOLAR:  The  Rev 

C.  Eric  Lincoln,  an  ordained  United  Methodist 
minister  and  author  of  2 1  books,  many  on  the 
black  church,  is  receiving  words  of  encourage¬ 
ment  from  high-profile  religious  leaders  despite 
his  recent  conviction  on  charges  of  assault  and 
battery  brought  by  a  female  graduate  student 
at  Harvard  University.  The  Rev.  James  A. 
Forbes  Jr.,  senior  minister  of  Riverside 
Church  in  Manhattan,  and  the  Rev.  William 
Howard,  president  of  New  York  Theological 
Seminary,  both  had  words  of  praise  for  the 
scholar  in  recent  interviews.  They  were  among 
a  group  of  supporters — including  clergy,  semi¬ 
nary  presidents,  professors,  denominational 
heads  and  community  leaders — which  pub¬ 
lished  a  statement  in  support  of  Dr.  Lincoln 
before  his  trial. 

EDUCATORS  PLAN  MEETING:  The 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship,  one  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  largest  associa¬ 
tions — 1,450  members — will  host  its  biennial 
meeting  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  Oct.  10-14.  Organiz¬ 
ers  say  attendees  will  be  invited  to  “march  to¬ 
gether  from  the  institutions  of  the  past  onto 
new  and  sacred  ground.”  The  theme  will  be  “A 
Call  to  Shalom,  Becoming  All  That  God  In¬ 
tends.” 

STUDY  GUIDES  ISSUED:  Resolutions 

of  the  United  Methodist  Church  on  nine  social 
issues  have  been  assembled  into  booklets  with 
study  guides  for  use  by  discussion  groups.  Each 
booklet  deals  with  one  of  the  following  topics: 
Agricultural  and  rural  life,  criminal  justice, 
drug  and  alcohol  concerns,  economic  justice, 
environmental  justice,  human  rights  and  re¬ 
gional  struggles,  human  sexuality,  peace  with 
justice  and  rights  of  women.  The  resolutions, 
essentially  position  statements  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation,  have  been  passed  by  sessions  of  the 
General  Conference,  the  church’s  top  legisla¬ 
tive  body.  Booklet  costs  vary  from  90  cents  to 
$1.50  and  are  available  from  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  Service  Department  at 
(800)  967-0880. 

IF  SO,  HOW  SO?  How,  if  at  all,  would 

official  United  Methodist  support  for  the 
United  Nations  change  if  the  United  Nations 
should  decide  to  bomb  Serbian  strongholds. 

That  was  among  questions  pondered  recently 
by  approximately  30  United  Methodists — 
most  of  them  from  the  denomination’s  General 
Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety — attending  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the 
church’s  Joint  Panel  on  International  Affairs. 
They  reached  no  consensus. 

FAMISH  FOR  A  CAUSE:  More  than 
100,000  American  teenagers  plan  to  fast  for  30 
hours  beginning  Feb.  25  to  help  fight  world 
hunger.  The  fast,  called  the  “30  Hour  Fam¬ 
ine,”  is  sponsored  by  World  Vision,  the  inter¬ 
national  Christian  humanitarian  organization 
based  in  Monrovia,  Calif.  Teenagers  represent¬ 
ing  churches,  youth  groups,  schools  and  civic 
organizations  will  go  without  food,  consuming 
only  water  and  fruit  juices.  Participants  are  re¬ 
cruiting  sponsors  to  pledge  donations  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  fasts.  Organizers  hope  to  raise 
$850,000  in  sponsor  pledges  . 


By  WIUIAM  H.  MOYER  Jr. 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ALBANY,  N.Y. — How  can  a  bishop 
talk  at  one  time  with  members  of  all  670 
congregations  in  a  three-state  episcopal 
area? 

United  Methodist  Bishop  William  Boyd 
Bishop  Grove  of  Albany  found  an  effec¬ 
tive  method  in  an  audio  studio  in  Vestal, 
N.Y.,  in  December,  recording  a  brief  mes¬ 
sage  inviting  all  parishioners  to  pray  daily 
in  1994  for  renewal  of  the  church. 

Bishop  Grove  taped  two  versions  of  the 
message,  one  for  the  denomination’s  Wyo¬ 
ming  Annual  Conference — covering 
northeastern  Pennsylvania  and  southern 
New  York — and  one  for  the  Troy  Annual 
Conference — covering  Vermont  and 
northeastern  New  York. 

With  assistance  from  Wyoming  Annual 
Conference  Communications,  each  mes¬ 
sage  was  duplicated  onto  audio  cassettes, 
packaged,  custom  labeled  and  mailed  by 


both  conference  offices  to  pastors. 

The  bishop  previously  had  written  each 
of  the  pastors,  asking  them  to  play  the 
message  the  first  Sunday  of  January. 

“1  believe  that  prayer  changes  things,” 
Bishop  Grove  said  in  his  message.  “In 
fact,  our  father  John  Wesley  once  said  that 
God  does  nothing  except  in  response  to 
prayer.” 

Church  members  were  asked  to  pray 
daily  for  a  host  of  people,  ranging  from 
church  workers  to  new  Christians,  as  well 
as  for  needs  in  their  communities. 

The  written  response  to  Grove’s  invita¬ 
tion  to  respond  has  been  overwhelming, 
according  to  the  bishop.  Many  letters 
asked  Bishop  Grove  himself  to  pray  for 
specific  family  and  church  concerns. 

A  teen-ager  wrote,  “I  sometimes  find 
myself  doubting  and  ashamed,  but  I  want 
to  mature  spiritually  and  will  pray  for  a 
deepened  faith  in  1 994.” 


By  DON  SMALL 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ORLANDO,  Fla. — The  church  has  two 
choices  as  it  faces  the  new  culture  of  the 
electronic  age,  a  seminary  professor  told 
managers  of  church-related  media  re¬ 
source  centers  meeting  recently. 

One  option  is  to  “withdraw  and  separate 
ourselves  from  electronic  media  and  its  cul¬ 
ture,”  said  the  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Boomer- 
shine,  professor  of  New  Testament  at  United 
Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

The  other  is  to  “transform  the  culture  of 
the  electronic  age  by  the  power  of  God  made 
present  in  Jesus  Christ.” 

The  Bible  scholar  addressed  180  persons 
attending  the  International  Resource  Center 
Gathering,  a  biennial  event  sponsored  by 
five  mainline  Protestant  denominations,  in¬ 
cluding  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Church  has  chosen  to  withdraw 

Dr.  Boomershine  said  the  church  has 


chosen  to  withdraw  into  “a  fortress  de¬ 
fending  our  (print-oriented)  tradition 
against  the  onslaught  of  electronic  cul¬ 
ture.” 

“We  keep  writing  more  and  more  books, 
(which  are)  read  by  fewer  and  fewer  people 
(and  which  have)  less  and  less  impact  on 
culture,”  he  said. 

Never  without  a  video 

He  challenged  resource  center  managers  to 
take  the  lead  in  developing  an  electronic  net¬ 
work  through  which  videos  could  be  ex¬ 
changed  among  congregations  around  the 
world.  Every  sanctuary  should  have  a  video 
projection  screen  and  leaders  should  never 
preach  or  teach  without  a  video,  he  said. 

“Can  you  imagine  the  explosion  of  cre¬ 
ativity  and  energy  that  will  be  set  loose 
when  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  formed 
as  a  global  community  for  the  communica¬ 
tion  of  the  gospel  through  electronic  sys¬ 
tems?”  he  asked. 


Haitian  Methodist  says 
his  government  is  slowly 
killing  his  countrymen 


PHOTO  BY  FOOO  FOB  THE  POOR 


Living  conditions  are  bad,  but,  of  greater  import,  food  is  scarce  and  very  expensive  in  his 
country,  a  Haitian  Methodist  reported  recently  to  United  Methodist  relief  officials.  He  said 
that  adults  and  children  are  feeding  themselves  with  clay  and  water  in  a  desperate  attempt 
to  stay  alive. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

MIAMI,  Ha. — The  poor  of 
Haiti  are  “pleading,  crying  for 
justice,”  says  a  Haitian  Meth¬ 
odist  leader. 

Wishing  to  remain  anony¬ 
mous  for  security  reason,  the 
leader  told  directors  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  at  their  recent  Winter 
meeting  in  Miami  that  the  pres¬ 
ent  system  of  government  in 
Haiti  is  a  failure. 

“We  are  talking  about  heart¬ 
less  rulers,”  he  said.  “They  have 
attempted  to  kill  the  hopes  and 
dreams  of  the  people.” 

Some  seen  as  'not  human' 

The  Methodist  leader  said 
Haiti’s  problems  are  rooted  in 
classism  in  which  the  elite  see 
the  majority  as  “not  human.” 

“They  fight  education  [for 
the  poor]  because  they  know  it 
is  a  tool  for  social  transforma¬ 
tion,”  he  continued. 

Haiti,  some  60  miles  off  the 
southeast  coast  of  Cuba,  is  con¬ 
sidered  the  most  impoverished 
country  in  the  Western  Hemi¬ 
sphere. 

“We  have  been  living  too 
long  with  leadership  which 


"We  are  talking 
about  heartless  rulers. 
They  have  attempted  to 
kill  the  hopes  and 
dreams  of  the  people." 

— Haitian  Methodist 


drains  the  people  without  pro¬ 
viding  services,”  the  Haitian 
Methodist  leader  said. 

Since  1986,  he  said,  eight 
Haitian  heads  of  state  have 
been  assassinated  or  left  office 
under  suspicion  of  corruption, 
waste,  mismanagement  and 
misappropriation  of  funds. 

$360  million  stolen 

The  speaker,  who  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  committee  by 
name  but  requested  that  neither 
his  name  nor  his  picture  be 
published,  said  dictator  Jean- 
Claude  “Baby  Doc”  Duvalier 
absconded  in  1986  with  some 
$360  million  from  the  Haitian 
treasury. 

A  great  deal  of  that  money  is 
widely  believed  to  have  come 
from  misappropriated  U.S.  aid. 
Duvalier  was  later  deposed  in  a 
massive  uprising. 


U.S.  policies  regarding  Haiti 
have  not  made  matters  easier, 
the  speaker  continued.  He 
claimed  that  in  spite  of  President 
Clinton’s  verbal  support  of 
ousted  Haitian  President  Jean- 
Bertrand  Aristide,  the  American 
Central  Intelligence  Agency  is 
backing  elite,  pro-Duvalier  fac¬ 
tions  who  prospered  under  the 
dictatorship  and  who  use  the 
military  to  suppress  the  poor. 

“Every  day  (pro-Aristide) 
people  are  being  killed  and  are 
disappearing,”  he  said. 

The  controversial  U.S.-backed 


embargo  against  Haiti  is  severely 
hurting  the  poorest  people,  he 
said,  but  it  is  finally  also  hurting 
businesses  of  the  elite. 

“Food  is  scarce  and  very  ex¬ 
pensive,”  he  said.  “Adults  and 
children  are  feeding  themselves 
with  clay  and  water. 

“If  there  is  only  one  bag  of 
rice  or  one  gallon  of  gas,”  he 
continued,  “the  army  will  get  it. 

“Had  it  not  been  for  the 
churches,  I  don’t  know  what  the 
situation  would  be.  Churches — 
the  Methodist  church  in  partic¬ 
ular — are  providing  beyond 


their  resources,  and  the  younger 
generation  is  at  the  forefront,” 
the  Methodist  leader  said. 

“Haitians  are  good  people,” 
he  said.  “I  cannot  understand 
why  they  have  suffered  so 
much.” 

The  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  is  helping  Hai¬ 
tians  on  two  fronts,  said  the 
Rev.  Ken  Lutgen,  head  of  the 
organization:  In  Haiti  through 
reforestation  projects  and 
churchwide  through  Church 
World  Service  refugee  advocacy 
and  relocation  services- 


Congregation  marches  against 
gangs,  violence  in  neighborhood 


FORT  WOfcTH,  Texas  — The 
Rev.  Brooks  Harrington  shows  a 
spent  bullet  casing  found  near  a 
home  that  was  the  target  of  a 
gang-related  shooting  spree. 


By  CAROLYN  STEPHENS 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas — “Armed” 
with  big  sticks,  protesters  marched 
through  a  four-block  residential  area 
on  a  recent  Sunday  morning  to  op¬ 
pose  the  encroachment  of  warring 
gangs  in  north  Fort  Worth’s  Diamond 
Hill  neighborhood. 

Their  sticks  carried  the  message 
to  “Pray  for  Peace”  and  “Stop  the 
Shooting.” 

Led  by  the  Rev.  Brooks  Harring¬ 
ton  and  Raul  Gutierrez,  co-pastors 
of  Diamond  Hill  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  group  of  about  30  be¬ 
gan  their  march  in  opposition  to  re¬ 
cent  gang-related  shootings  that  had 
claimed  the  lives  of  several  neigh¬ 


borhood  youths  and  a  mother 
whose  sons  had  also  been  the  target 
of  a  drive-by  shooting  Feb.  2. 

“This  is  not  what  neighborhoods 
are  about,”  Mr.  Harrington  told  the 
assembled  group. 

“Neighborhoods  are  for  raising 
families,  for  children  to  play  in  and 
for  supporting  one  another.” 

Neighborhood  children  and  their 
parents  were  drawn  to  the  spectacle 
of  support  by  the  marchers. 

They  came  out  from  behind 
barred  doors  to  join  the  group 
which  had  tripled  in  size  by  the 
time  they  stopped  at  the  home  of 
Rosa  Ocura  who,  at  the  time  of  her 
drive-by  shooting  death,  had  begun 
a  campaign  to  rid  her  neighborhood 


of  gangs. 

Her  husband,  Lupe,  and  three  of 
their  six  children  came  out  of  their 
modest,  bullet-riddled  home  to  accept 
the  group’s  prayers  and  condolences. 

Nearby  neighbors,  previously  fear¬ 
ing  retribution,  took  this  opportunity 
to  embrace  their  friend.  Noticeably 
missing  were  the  two  sons  Mrs.  Ocura 
had  fought  unsuccessfully  to  keep 
from  gang  involvement. 

Pointing  to  the  bullet  holes  that 
still  bore  the  identifying  numbers 
made  by  law  officials,  Mr.  Harring¬ 
ton  said,  “In  my  mind  these  are  the 
marks  of  the  crucifixion,  like  the 
nails  in  the  hands  of  Christ.” 

His  words  were  repeated  in  Span¬ 
ish  by  Mr.  Gutierrez  for  the  pre¬ 
dominately  Hispanic  neighborhood 
residents. 

“We  want  gang  members  to  know 
that  the  community  does  not  sup¬ 
port  their  killing  ways,”  Mr.  Gutier¬ 
rez  said  in  support  of  residents  who 
are  vowing  to  enlist  other  area 
churches  to  help  Diamond  Hill 
United  Methodist  Church  in  future 
marches. 

Ms.  Stephens  is  editor  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Texas  edition  of  the  Reporter. 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas— "We 
want  gang  members  to  know 
that  the  community  does  not 
support  their  killing  ways,"  said 
members  of  Diamond  Hill  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Fort 
Worth  during  a  recent  protest 
march  through  their  neighbor¬ 
hood. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  $10.80  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad¬ 
vance. 

DIRECTOR/MANAGER  JENSEN  WOODS 
CAMP.  4  months  at  550  acre  rustic  site.  8 
months  assisting  with  Central  Illinois  Conference 
Camp  and  Retreat  Ministries  throughout  confer¬ 
ence.  Position  opens  May  1,  1994.  Skills  in  ad¬ 
ministration,  marketing,  and  programming.  Send 
resume  and  references  to:  Rev.  Rex  Hendrix, 
Camping  Coordinator,  P.O.  Box  515,  Blooming¬ 
ton,  IL  61 702.  (309)  828-5092. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  PASTOR  for  Team  Min¬ 
istry  in  large,  active  church  with  multi-faceted 
youth  program  including  youth  fellowship,  work 
camps,  retreats,  Sunday  school  and  choir  that 
performs  weekly.  Excellent  program  and  leaders 
in  place.  Ready  for  new  initiatives.  Excellent  pay 
and  benefits.  Resume  by  April  1:  Grove  Church, 
490  W.  Boot  Road,  West  Chester,  PA  19380  or 
call  (610)  696-2663. 

WANTED:  PASTORAL  ASSISTANT,  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church,  65  Needles  Blvd., 
Merritt  Island,  FL  32953.  Salary  $18K  to  $25K. 
Contact  Rev.  Baldridge  (407)  452-2420. 

FULL-TIME  POSITION:  DIRECTOR  OF 
Christian  Education,  Age  Level  Ministries,  and 
Evangelism.  900-member  reconciling  congrega- 
tion  in  a  university  community.  Contact:  Julie 
Willis,  Search  Committee  Coordinator,  (503) 
753-1046,  or  write  to:  Search  Committee,  Corval¬ 
lis  First  UMC,  1 165  NW  Monroe,  Corvallis,  OR 
97330.  | 

SEEKING  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 
for.  urban  congregation  of  2000  with  multiple 
choirs  and  varied  program.  For  job  description 
and  application,  contact:  White  Rock  United 
Methodist,  1450  Old  Gate,  Dallas,  TX  75218. 
(214) 324-3661. 

MINISTER  TO  ATHLETES.  The  Coalition  for 
Christian  Outreach,  an  organization  ministering 
on  campuses  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  Eastern 
Ohio  and  Northern  West  Virginia,  is  looking  for 
someone  to  work  with  the  athletes  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Pittsburgh.  This  person  should  come  out 
of  an  athletic  background  and  have  a  keen  inter¬ 
est  in  working  with  athletes  and  coaches.  The  in- 
dividual  needs  to  be  a  strong  initiator  and  skilled 
in  personal  evangelism  and  discipleship.  Other 
areas  of  importance  are  program  development 
and  organizational  ability.  If  interested,  please 
send  a  resume  to:  Mr.  Robert  R.  Long,  Coalition 
for  Christian  Outreach,  6740  Fifth  Avenue,  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  PA  15208. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUNG  ADULT  Ministries  to 
join  our  13-member  professional  staff.  Prefer  a 
young  adult  with  a  degree  in  Christian  Education 
who  can  work  with  baby  boomers  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Ray  Robinson,  First- 
Centenary  UMC,  P.O.  Box  208,  Chattanooga, 
TN  37401. 

POSITION  OPEN:  BUSINESS-FINANCIAL 

Administrator  for  a  1500-member  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation.  If  interested,  send  resumes  to: 
Moody  Memorial  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  2803  53rd  Street,  Galveston,  TX  77551- 
5999. 

HIGHLAND  PARK  UNITED  METHODIST 

Church,  3300  Mockingbird  Lane,  Dallas,  TX 
75205.  (214)  521-3111.  Full-time  Director  of 
Music  Ministries  for  10,000+  member  church. 
Three  Sunday  morning  services.  Breadth  and  di¬ 
versity  of  experience  with  graded  choral  and 
handbell  choirs,  choral  conducting  training,  con¬ 
ducting  experience,  strong  administrative  skills 
and  experience  in  working  with  multiple  staff  re¬ 
quired.  Opportunity  to  develop  a  new  music  min¬ 
istry.  Send  application  and  resume  by  April  1 1 , 
1994  to  Dr.  Leighton  Farrell  at  the  church  ad¬ 
dress. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC,  10-15  hours/week. 
Church  Organist,  5-7  hours/week.  Both  positions 
require  3  years  experience  and  BA  degree.  Send 
resume:  Personnel,  Wesley  UMC,  21  E.  Franklin 
Ave.,  Naperville,  IL  60540. 

SEEKING  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  1200  + 
member  UMC  seeks  Youth  Director  to  contin¬ 
ue  and  expand  established  program.  Position 
available  Summer,  1994.  City  of  26,000  across 
from  Evansville,  IN.  Degree  in  related  field  re¬ 
quired.  Send  confidential  resume  and  salary  re¬ 
quirements  to:  Search  Committee,  First  UMC, 
Box  492,  Henderson,  KY  42420.  (502)  827- 
9831.  All  resumes  will  be  promptly  acknowl¬ 
edged. 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST/MUSIC  ASSISTANT 

needed  for  church  with  active  music  program. 
Will  move  to  new  facilities  in  September  1994 
with  new  pipe  organ.  Mail  resumes  to:  Ruth  Ann 
Lind,  Alamo  Heights  UMC,  5101  Broadway,  San 
Antonio,  TX  78209. 

WANTED:  OLD  UNUSED,  UNREAD,  religious 
books  for  special  lay  ministry.  Contact:  Kimball 
Pease,  Rotan,  TX  79546,  (915)  735-3115  with 
particulars. 

SINGLES  MINISTRY  DIRECTOR.  Seeking 

individual  to  begin  program.  MCE  or  MDIV 
preferred.  Experience  in  singles  ministry  re¬ 
quired.  Forward  resume  to:  W.  J.  Boyer,  P.O. 
Box  819,  Winter  Park,  FL  32790  by  March  15. 
1994. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

RESTORATION  MANUAL!  Revolutionary, 

practical  guidelines.  “How  to  Restore  Fallen 
Ministers  and  Religious  Leaders.”  Free  valuable 
information.  Mended  Nets  Plus,  4583  Winter- 
green  South,  Saginaw,  MI  48603.  | 

PART-TIME  CHOIR  DIRECTOR  needed  for 

small  but  dynamic  church  with  tradition  of  good 
music.  St.  John's  United  Methodist  Church,  501 

S.  Alexander  Drive,  Baytown,  TX  77520.  (713) 
422-3684. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynes ville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. 

FOR  BEST  SEATS  AT  THE  GREAT  PASSION 

PLAY  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.,  preserve  now  at 
Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (fof  groups  of  12  or 
more)!  Just  $30  each  includes  lodpng,  meals,  tax¬ 
is,  and  best  ($12.50)  tickets!  Call  (501)  253-8418. 
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Olympics  rooted  in  ancient  Greek  religion 


By  CHERYL  HECKLER-FELTZ 

Religious  News  Service 


When  we  think  of  the  Olympics 
these  days,  it  is  difficult  to  get  past 
curiosity  about  commercial  en¬ 
dorsements  for  the  winners,  an 
overwhelming  sense  of  nationalism 
and,  perhaps  most  of  all  in  recent 
weeks,  the  Tonya  Harding  figure- 
skating  scandal. 

But  trickery  was  also  a  part  of  the 
ancient  games,  and  back  then  it  was 
believed  that  any  form  of  cheating 
could  put  you  in  dire  straits. 

“If  you  were  caught  cheating  it’s 
presumed  you  would  be  shunned  by 
the  gods,”  said  David  Gilman 
Romano,  an  expert  in  ancient 
Olympic  games  and  instructor  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

Foundation  of  life 

Indeed,  classical  archaeologists 
and  Hellenistic  historians  say  the 
ancient  games  were  undeniably 
steeped  in  religion  for  the  entire 
millennium  of  their  existence  until, 
ironically,  Christianity  snuffed  out 
the  games  in  393  A.D. 

“Religion  was  the  underlying  ele¬ 
ment  of  life  in  general.  In  politics 
and  in  laws,  the  gods  always  were 
invoked,”  said  Stella  Miller-Collett, 
professor  of  classical  archaeology  at 
the  University  of  Cincinnati  De¬ 
partment  of  Classics. 

“Certainly  it  was  a  primary  ele¬ 
ment  in  the  games  also.” 

In  the  earliest  Olympic  days,  the 
god  Zeus  was  the  preoccupation  of 
everyone  from  spectators  and  train¬ 
ers  to  the  athletes  and  Olympic  co¬ 
ordinators.  He  was  the  gods’  god, 
the  patron  of  the  games,  the  one 
who  reigned  supreme  in  Olympus, 
the  home  of  all  Greek  gods. 

At  best  guess,  the  games  began  in 
Olympus  in  the  eighth  century  B.C., 
according  to  Stephen  Miller,  profes¬ 
sor  of  classical  archaeology  at  the 
University  of  California  at  Berkeley. 

Formal,  recurring  games  surface 
consistently  in  Greek  history  and 
archaeology,  according  to  Dr. 
Miller.  Sometimes  they  were  simple 
competitions  started  among  friends. 
On  other  occasions  they  were  orga¬ 
nized  as  a  celebration  of  life  or  to 
honor  the  death  of  someone  consid¬ 
ered  important  to  the  community. 

Though  scholars  debate  the  origi¬ 
nal  date,  it’s  generally  believed  that 
between  500  and  600  B.C.  the 


LILLEHAMMER,  Norway — The  top  three  winners  of  the  women's  1994  Winter  Olympic  "Super  G" 
event,  Russia's  silver  medalist  Svetlana  Gladisheva  (left),  United  States'  gold  medalist  Diann  Roffe  and 
Italy's  bronze  medalist  Isolde  Kostner,  wave  after  receiving  their  medals.  If  they  had  been  sixth-century 
Olympians,  the  three  women  would  have  been  skiing  in  honor  of  the  Greek  god  Zeus  (see  accompany¬ 
ing  story). 


games  were  incorporated  in  a  festi¬ 
val  of  celebration  and  honor  for 
Zeus,  Dr.  Miller  said. 

And,  while  television  networks 
pay  millions  for  the  right  to  carry 
the  Olympics  today,  the  games  were 
hot  even  the  highlight  of  those  early 
festivals,  according  to  historians. 

Olympic  altars 

The  truly  great  moment  took 
place  on  the  evening  of  the  full 
moon,  when  Olympus  offered  its 
sacrifices  to  Zeus  by  pouring  wine 
out  before  a  statue  of  the  god  and 
slaughtering  and  burning  up  to  100 
head  of  cattle.  An  altar  was  then 
built  with  the  ashes  and  bones. 

One  third  century  writer  boasted 
of  an  altar  that  reached  24  feet  in 
height,  according  to  Dr.  Miller. 

Eventually,  Olympic-type  games 
sprang  up  throughout  Greece,  but 


the  four  major  sites  included  Olym¬ 
pus;  Nemea,  which  also  honored 
Zeus;  Delphi,  which  honored  Apol¬ 
lo,  the  handsome  and  wise  sun-god 
of  poetry  and  music;  and  a  site  near 
Corinth,  which  honored  Poseidon, 
the  sea-god. 

Over  time  the  Greeks  added  oth¬ 
er  events  like  chariot-racing  and 
boxing  alongside  foot  races.  Del¬ 
phic  game  coordinators  also  includ¬ 
ed  a  musical  competition  because  of 
the  city’s  association  with  Apollo. 

The  polytheistic  Greeks  typically 
built  their  stadiums  next  to  temples, 
another  sign  of  the  games’  religious 
nature. 

The  temple,  they  believed,  literal¬ 
ly  was  home  to  a  major  god.  Instead 
of  worshiping  inside  the  structure, 
Greeks  stopped  at  the  many  altars 
outside  the  temple  to  leave  gifts  for 
the  gods. 


The  absolute  popularity  of  the 
games  in  the  face  of  Christianity’s 
growing  strength  in  the  first,  second 
and  third  centuries  eventually 
forced  a  showdown  between  the  two 
religions. 

Early  in  the  fourth  century  Greek 
emperor  Constantine,  bom  a  pagan, 
converted  to  Christianity,  and  by 
393  A.D.  Greek  emperor  Theodosi¬ 
us  I,  also  a  Christian,  banned  all 
Olympic  games. 

“He  banned  all  pagan  festivals 
because  of  his  espousal  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,”  said  Mr.  Romano.  “He 
sought  to  eliminate  the  most  public¬ 
ly  attractive  and  therefore  competi¬ 
tive  component  of  paganism — the 
Olympic  games. 

“Then,  15  years  later,  in  the  early 
fifth  century,  Theodosius  II  called  for 
the  destruction  of  all  pagan  temples.” 


Supreme  Court  to  review  church-state  rulings 


The  Kiryas  Joel  case  involves  establishment  by  the 
New  York  state  legislature  of  a  special  public  school 
district  in  Kiryas  Joel,  a  tightly-knit  community  of 
Hasidic  Jews. 


By  JIM  CASTELLI 

Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— The  Supreme 
Court’s  decision  to  review  a  hotly 
contested  lower  court  ruling  involv¬ 
ing  a  Hasidic  school  in  New  York 
will  mean  a  revisitation  of  the 
court’s  two-decade-old  guidelines 
on  church-state  separation. 

At  the  same  time,  the  decision  to 
review  the  case  of  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  of  Kiryas  Joel  v.  Grumet  creates 
a  slim  possibility  that  the  court  might 
reverse  its  1985  ruling  barring  the 
provision  of  government-funded  re¬ 
medial  education  programs  on  paro¬ 
chial  school  grounds. 

The  Kiryas  Joel  case  involves  es¬ 
tablishment  by  the  New  York  state 
legislature  of  a  special  public  school 
district  in  Kiryas  Joel,  a  tightly-knit 
community  of  Hasidic  Jews  in  Or¬ 
ange  County. 

200  kids  get  state  aid 

Once  the  district  was  established, 
200  learning-disabled  Hasidic  chil¬ 
dren  were  allowed  to  receive  govern¬ 
ment-funded  aid  as  public  school 
students,  prompting  claims  by  critics 
of  a  church-state  violation. 


There  is  a  balm  in  Gilead  to  make 
the  wounded  whole; 

There  is  a  balm  in  Gilead  to  heal  the 
sinsick  soul. 

Sometimes  /  feel  discouraged, 

And  think  my  work's  in  vain, 

But  then  the  Holy  Spirit 
Revives  my  soul  again. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Here  is  one  of  the  finest  African 
American  spirituals,  songs  bom  in 
the  hearts  of  slaves  who  found  that 
their  singing  eased  the  burden  of 
their  labor. 

In  the  writings  of  Jeremiah,  the 
Old  Testament  prophet,  after  the 
prophet  voices  his  grief  to  God  in 
the  8th  chapter,  he  inquires,  “Is 
there  no  balm  in  Gilead;  is  there  no 
physician  there?”  (v.  22). 


But  the  New  York  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals  ruled  that  the  special  school 
district  advances  religion,  creating 
the  impression  that  the  government 
endorses  the  Satmarer  Hasidim  reli¬ 
gious  beliefs. 

In  deciding  to  consider  the  Kiryas 
Joel  case,  the  court  indicated  it 
would  also  revisit  the  so-called 
“Lemon  test”  it  has  used  since  a 
1971  ruling  to  determine  whether  a 
law  violates  the  constitutional  ban  on 
the  state  establishment  of  religion. 

In  the  1971  ruling,  Lemon  v. 
Kurzman,  the  court  struck  down 
state  aid  to  parochial  schools  and 
established  a  three-part  test  that  a 
law  must  pass  in  order  to  be  consti¬ 
tutional: 

/  The  law  must  have  a  secular 
purpose; 

v  It  must  not  have  the  primary 
effect  of  either  advancing  or  inhib¬ 
iting  religion;  and 


History 
of  Hymns 


In  Old  Testament  days,  Gilead 
was  the  name  of  the  mountainous 
country  east  of  the  Jordan  River. 
The  tribes  of  Gad,  Manasseh,  and 
Reuben  occupied  this  area. 

Gilead  was  famous  for  having 
skillful  physicians,  and  for  an  oint¬ 
ment  with  special  qualities  made 
from  the  gum  of  a  tree  peculiar  to 
that  area. 

The  balm,  a  fragrant,  transparent, 
pale  yellow  ointment,  was  known 
far  beyond  the  boundaries  of  Gile¬ 
ad.  Many  believed  in  its  mysteri¬ 
ous,  miraculous  powers  to  heal  the 


•f  It  must  not  create  an  excessive 
entanglement  between  church  and 
state. 

The  Lemon  test  has  been  contro¬ 
versial,  partly  because  of  its  vague¬ 
ness,  and  the  court  has  been 
criticized  for  its  inconsistency  in 
church-state  issues. 

Decision  created  conflict 

The  1985  case,  Aguilar  v.  Felton, 
created  the  situation  the  court  now 
faces  in  Kiryas  Joel. 

Before  the  Aguilar  decision, 
learning-disabled  students  from 
Kiryas  Joel  received  help  under  Ti¬ 
tle  I  of  the  federal  Elementary  and 
Secondary  Education  Act  on  paro¬ 
chial  school  grounds. 

The  1985  decision,  however, 
ruled  it  unconstitutional  for  tax- 
funded  teachers  to  work  in  parochi¬ 
al  schools. 

After  the  decision,  Kiryas  Joel 


human  body. 

In  strong  affirmation,  the  spiritu¬ 
al  answers  Jeremiah’s  question  with 
the  assurance  that  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  makes  the  wounded 
whole,  and  heals  the  sinsick  soul. 

The  version  of  the  spiritual  most 
commonly  found  is  adapted  from 
Folk  Songs  of  the  American  Negro. 
published  in  Nashville  in  1907. 
John  W.  Work,  Jr.,  and  his  brother 
Frederick  J.  Work,  both  graduates 
of  Fisk  University,  compiled  this 
collection. 

John  W.  Work,  Jr.,  taught  Latin 
and  Greek  at  Fisk,  and  became  a 
full  professor  and  chairman  of  the 
Latin  and  history  departments  in 
1906. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" Sing  With  All  the  Saints  in  Glory" 


leaders  objected  to  sending  their 
children  to  public  schools  with  non- 
Hasidic  students. 

In  a  compromise,  the  New  York 
Legislature  created  a  new  public 
school  district  and  school  for  Kiryas 
Joel.  Only  the  learning  disabled  Ha¬ 
sidic  children,  along  with  some 
non-Hasidic  students  from  outside 
the  district,  attend  the  school. 

Other  Hasidic  children  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  attend  parochial  schools. 

Ruling  challenged 

The  director  and  president  of  the 
state  School  Boards  Association, 
acting  as  private  citizens,  chal¬ 
lenged  the  creation  of  the  new  dis¬ 
trict  on  constitutional  grounds. 

The  New  York  Court  of  Appeals 
agreed,  saying  the  district  is  uncon¬ 
stitutional  because  it  provides  aid 
to  a  religion.  It  is  that  ruling  the 
High  Court  will  review. 

The  dramatic  turnover  in  Su¬ 
preme  Court  membership  since  the 
1985  Aguilar  ruling  could  be  a  criti¬ 
cal  factor  in  the  court’s  decision. 
Only  four  justices  now  on  the  court 
took  part  in  the  Aguilar  decision. 

Justices  Harry  Blackmun  and 
John  Paul  Stevens  voted  in  the  ma¬ 
jority,  and  Chief  Justice  William 
Rehnquist  and  Justice  Sandra  Day 
O’Connor  voted  in  the  minority  in 
the  5-4  decision. 

The  Rehnquist-O’Connor  pairing 
is  significant  because  the  two  are  of¬ 
ten  at  odds  on  church-state  issues. 
In  recent  years,  when  they  vote  to¬ 
gether,  they  usually  win,  often  in  a 
unanimous  ruling. 

If  the  court  ruled  on  Aguilar  to¬ 
day,  it  is  likely  that  the  justices 
would  give  a  6-3  approval  to  allow¬ 
ing  Title  I  programs  on  parochial 
school  grounds. 

Critics  of  the  Aguilar  decision  ar¬ 
gue  that  the  constitutionality  of  re¬ 
medial  programs  should  be  based 
on  the  programs  themselves — not 
whether  they  are  provided  on  pub¬ 
lic  or  church  property. 

The  court  generally  shies  away 
from  directly  overturning  its  own 
decisions,  but  it  has  done  so  on  sev¬ 
eral  occasions. 


Hymn:  Gilead's  balm  soothes  souls 


Religious  liberties  agency 
cuds  sterilization  resisters 


Religious  News  Service 

A  federal  judge  in  Washington 
has  issued  a  “freeze  order”  to  pre¬ 
vent  $40  million  in  U.S.  funds  from 
being  used  toward  coercive  abor¬ 
tions  and  forced  sterilization  in 
China,  the  result  of  a  lawsuit  filed 
by  a  conservative  religious  liberties 
group. 

Judge  Stanley  Sporkin  issued  the 
order  during  a  recent  trial  initiated 
by  the  Rutherford  Institute  of  Char¬ 
lottesville,  Va. 

Because  of  the  order,  the  multi- 
million-dollar  pledge  made  by  the 
Clinton  administration  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Nations  Population  Fund  cannot 
be  passed  on  to  the  agency. 

The  lawsuit  claims  that  U.S. 


funding  of  the  UN  organization 
would  violate  congressional  restric¬ 
tions  because  the  fund  assists  China 
in  its  policies  of  coercive  abortions 
and  forced  sterilization  of  citizens. 

According  to  the  Rutherford  In¬ 
stitute,  the  Chinese  government  has 
stepped  up  efforts  to  control  its 
population  boom  by  imposing 
death  sentences  on  hospital  officials 
who  had  assisted  women  in  avoid¬ 
ing  coercive  family  planning  rules. 

“It  is  astounding  that  the  Clinton 
Administration  continues  to  turn  a 
blind  eye  toward  the  clear  and 
mounting  evidence  of  China’s  abor¬ 
tion  abuses,”  said  Craig  Parshall, 
the  Rutherford  Institute  attorney 
handling  the  case,  in  a  prepared 
statement. 


World  Christians  seek 
to  revive  student  group 

By  YVONNE  SAMUEL 

Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — It  was  a  reunion 
of  sorts  as  people  of  faith  from 
around  the  globe  gathered  in  New 
York  to  celebrate  nearly  a  century 
of  interchurch  fellowship  under 
the  umbrella  of  the  World  Student 
Christian  Federation. 

For  much  of  the  20th  Century 
the  federation  was  on  the  cutting 
edge  of  church  and  campus  life, 
situated  at  the  sometimes  volatile 
intersection  of  religion  and  poli¬ 
tics  and  closely  aligned  with  the 
worldwide  ecumenical  movement. 

German  theologian  Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer,  killed  by  the  Nazis, 
was  one  of  the  movement’s  most 
famous  members,  and  in  the 
1960s  the  organization  was  caught 
up  in  the  drama  of  the  radical  po¬ 
litical  movements  of  the  day. 

Federation  aged 

But  the  graying  audience  of 
about  75  at  the  recent  meeting, 
most  of  them  over  50,  told  the 
tale  of  the  federation. 

By  the  1970s  the  federation  fell 
upon  hard  times,  losing  most  of 
its  student  base  as  the  younger 
generation  turned  more  conser¬ 
vative  and  began  leaning  toward 
evangelical  groups  like  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ  and  the  Inter- 
Varsity  Christian  Fellowship. 

However,  participants  mingled 
reminiscences  of  times  past  with 
talk  of  the  future,  and  promises 
of  an  effort  to  revive  the  ecu¬ 
menical  student  Christian  move¬ 
ment  became  a  major  part  of  the 
meeting. 

“This  is  the  first  time  in  20 
years  in  this  country  that  the  stu¬ 
dent  Christian  movement  is 
emerging  again,”  said  Verlyn 
Barker,  president  of  the  World 
Student  Christian  Federation  of 
the  U.S.A.  “We  are  here  to  devel¬ 
op  strong  ties  so  that  we  can  re¬ 
late  to  generations  to  come.” 

“We  are  here  to  remember  the 
past  so  that  we  can  serve  the  fu- 


Christian  Federation  see  a  revival  of  the  Christian  student 
movement  being  ushered  in  by  college  students  like  this  one 
putting  his  faith  into  action.  Mr.  Barker,  a  member  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Church  of  Christ,  said,  "There  is  no  question  about  whether 
God  will  have  witnesses  in  the  next  decade." 


ture,”  said  Dodie  Younger,  co¬ 
chair  of  the  event  and  former 
general  director  of  Church  Wom¬ 
en  United.  “This  involves  all  of 
us  as  supportive  partners.” 

The  federation  recently 
launched  a  campaign  to  raise  $  1 
million  by  1995  as  part  of  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  bolster  the  movement  in 
the  United  States  alone. 

Founded  in  1895,  the  federa¬ 
tion  is  one  of  the  first  and  oldest 
international 
student  organi¬ 
zations.  A  pio¬ 
neer  in  the 
modern  ecu¬ 
menical  move¬ 
ment,  the 
federation 
helped  establish 
the  World 
Council  of 


Bonhoeffer 


Churches  in  1948. 

Jean-Francois  Delteil,  co-sec¬ 
retary  general  of  the  World  Stu¬ 
dent  Christian  Federation,  told 
the  gathering,  “God  calls  stu¬ 
dents  into  fellowship  with  one 
another  across  barriers  of  race  to 
work  for  peace  and  justice.  It  is 
because  of  this  calling  that  we  are 
gathered  today. 

“We  should  examine  our  role  as 
a  student  organization  and  what 
kind  of  witness  of  presence  we 
should  have,”  he  recommended. 
“How  can  we  build  a  community 
where  students  feel  welcome?” 

'Growing  and  booming' 

Sonia  Strawn,  a  professor  at 
Methodist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Seoul,  South  Korea,  reported  that 
the  student  Christian  movement 
there  is  “growing  and  booming.” 

“It  is  important  to  remind  the 
church  that  students  are  a  part  of  it 
and  need  to  be  included  in  its  total¬ 
ity,”  said  Berlin  Barker,  from  the 
United  Church  of  Christ.  “There  is 
no  question  about  whether  God  will 
have  witnesses  in  the  next  decade.” 

The  question,  Mr.  Barker  said, 
is  “what  part  the  church  will  play 
in  that  witness.” 
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The  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  has  an  endowment  of  $15,000,000. 

This  money  was  donated  to  the  Children’s  Home  during  the  past  92  years  by  supporters  of  the  Children’s  Home 
in  a  will  or  other  bequest.  At  present,  100%  of  the  interest  and  dividend  income  is  used  to  pay  the  daily  living  ex¬ 
penses  for  the  children.  This  income  is  enough  to  cover  30%  of  that  cost. 

In  other  words,  if  it  wasn’t  for  the  endowment  we  would  serve  30%  fewer  children  who  need  help. 


During  1 993  the  following  persons  remembered  us  in  their  will. 
Myrtle  Baker 
Media  Corley 
Mrs.  V.  C.  Larance 
A.  J.  Linco 
J.  Kern  Matthews 
Nanetta  C.  Richardson 
Ruth  Richardson 
A.  P.  White 
Total: 


$  85,610.92 

$  112,464.84 
$  5,000.00 

$  725.000.00 
$  1,113.03 

$  2,000.00 
$  39,965.09 

$  398,189.85 
$1,369,343.73 


For  more  information  write  Rev.  Augie  Aamodt,  Director  of  Development,  P.O.  Box  929,  Ruston,  LA  71273- 
0929  or  call  (318)  255-5020. 
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Telephone  (318)  255-5020 


The  following  is  a  brief  explanation 
of  some  planned  gifts: 


1.  THE  CHARITABLE  REMAINDER  UNITRUST.  The  donor  transfers  irrevocably  farm,  resi¬ 
dence,  securities,  cash  to  a  trustee,  preferably  a  local  bank.  The  donor  receives  an  amount  each  year 
(or  quarterly)  determined  by  multiplying  a  fixed  percentage  by  the  fair  market  value  of  the  trust  as¬ 
sets,  reevaluated  each  year.  If  the  income  is  insufficient  to  make  up  the  required  payment,  principal 
can  be  used  to  make  up  any  deficit.  There  are  three  basic  types  of  unitrust:  (1)  Standard  —  beneficia¬ 
ry  is  paid  a  fixed  amount,  never  less  than  5%  of  the  fair  market  value  each  year.  (2)  Net  Income  With 
Makeup  —  if  the  trust  income  is  less  than  the  stated  percentage  the  deficit  can  be  made  up  from  the 
income  in  years  when  it  is  greater  than  the  stipulated  amount.  (3)  Net  Income  With  No  Makeup  — 
Net  annual  income  goes  to  the  beneficiary(s).  Corpus  of  the  trust  cannot  be  tapped  for  makeup. 

There  are  substantial  income  tax  savings  to  the  member  entering  the  CRUT.  A  sizeable  income 
tax  deduction  is  available  for  the  year  that  you  enter  this  trust.  This  gift  qualifies  for  the  5  year  carry¬ 
over. 

2  THE  CHARITABLE  REMAINDER  ANNUITY  TRUST.  A  donor  irrevocably  transfers  prop¬ 
erty  (to  be  sold  to  fund  trusts),  money,  securities,  etc.,  to  a  trustee,  preferably  a  local  bank,  who  will 
serve  as  trustee.  The  beneficiary  receives  a  fixed  amount  each  year.  Amount  cannot  be  less  that  5/o. 
This  income  never  varies.  A  large  charitable  income  tax  deduction  determined  by  Treasury  Tables  is 
available  to  the  donor.  The  donor  usually  avoids  capital  gains  tax  when  entering  this  plan. 

3.  THE  POOLED  INCOME  FUND.  This  is  a  type  of  trust.  This  PIF  can  be  for  members  who  do 
not  have  large  amounts  to  place  in  trust.  Methodist  Children’s  Home  can  maintain  at  a  designated 
local  bank  a  Pooled  Fund  that  can  commingle  the  gifts  of  many  members,  from  which  income  each 
member  receives  his  or  her  share  of  income.  Income  is  taxed  as  ordinary  income.  The  year  the  donor 
enters  this  Fund  he  is  entitled  to  a  contribution  deduction  determined  by  the  Treasury  Table,  lhis 
gift  qualifies  for  the  five  year  carry-over.  There  are  no  capital  gains  taxes  when  one  funds  this  PIF 
with  securities.  The  full  amount  is  removed  from  your  taxable  estate,  reducing  estate  taxes. 

4.  THE  CHARITABLE  GIFT  ANNUITY.  The  donor  transfers  irrevocably  an  amount  of  cash  or 
securities  to  MCH  and  MCH  promises  to  pay  him  or  her  a  fixed  amount  of  returns  for  life.  A  portion 
of  donor’s  income  is  tax-free,  depending  on  donor’s  age  when  he/she  enters  this  plan.  Here,  also  the 
Gift  Annuity  gift  amount  qualifies  for  the  5  year  carry-over.  When  appreciated,  property  is  trans¬ 
ferred  into  the  Gift  Annuity;  it  is  treated  as  a  bargain  sale  and  there  are  capital  gains  tax  implica¬ 
tions.  The  capital  gains  taxis  not  due  and  payable  in  the  year  you  enter  the  Gift  Annuity  but  is  rather 
pro-rated  over  the  annuitant’s  life  expectancy.  Should  the  annuitant  die,  the  remaining  taxes  are  for¬ 
given.  There  are  estate  tax  benefits  for  the  Gift  Annuity.  Most  charities,  churches,  etc.,  follow  the 
Committee  on  Gift  Annuities’  Rate  Charts.  These  rates  are  determined  so  that  approximately  50%  of 
the  amount  transferred  will  stay  with  the  church.  It  is  recommended  that  100%  reserves  be  kept  until 
proof  of  ownership  can  be  made,  such  as  obtaining  a  death  certificate  in  the  case  of  a  single-life  gift 
annuity  and  both  death  certificates  be  obtained  in  the  case  of  a  survivor-life  gift  annuity. 

5  THE  DEFERRED  PAYMENT  GIFT  ANNUITY.  In  this  plan  the  donor  makes  an  initial  de¬ 
posit  at  a  certain  age  knowing  that  he  does  not  expect  to  receive  payments  until  retirement.  This 
makes  available  to  our  younger  membership  a  deeper  involvement  in  the  church.  This  means  that  for 
the  younger  member  when  they  are  in  a  higher  tax  bracket,  they  obtain  a  tax  deduction  for  part  of 
that  gift  each  year  made  to  this  DPGA,  and  depending  on  the  donor’s  age  when  he  begins  to  receive 
payments,  part  of  the  payment  is  tax-free.  This  could  also  be  used  for  our  ministerial  staff’s  retire¬ 
ment  program. 

6.  GIFTS  OF  LIFE  ESTATE.  Gifts  of  personal  residences  or  farms  can  be  made  to  MCH  now 
while  the  member  retains  a  lifetime  interest  in  living  there,  or  in  receiving  the  income  generated  from 
that  residence  or  farm.  The  donor  gets  a  contribution  deduction  in  the  year  the  property  is  deeded 
over.  One  life  or  two  lives  can  enjoy  this  plan.  All  charitable  gifts  are  determined  by  Treasury  Tables 
and  qualify  for  the  5  year  carry-over. 

7.  LIFE  INSURANCE  GIFTS.  Usually  any  policy  can  be  assigned  to  MCH.  MCH  may  want  to 
cash  in  some  policies,  and  keep  others.  The  contribution  deduction  available  to  the  donor  is  usually 
the  cash  value  of  the  policy.  By  making  MCH  the  owner  and  beneficiary  of  that  policy,  each  of  the 
premium  payments  is  a  tax  deductible  item. 

8.  Revocable  Living  Trust,  Charitable  Lead  Trusts,  Revocable  Charitable  Remainder  Trusts,  and 
Savings  Accounts  can  all  be  held  in  trust  for  MCH. 

9.  Life  Income  Plans  for  other  than  the  donor  can  be  created  via  donor’s  will,  husband,  wife,  child, 
friend,  etc. 

10.  Gifts  of  property  —  securities,  real  estate,  etc. 
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We 

United 

Methodists 


Bishop  William  Oden 

I  recently  noticed  a  pastor’s  column  that  I  thought  needed  to  be 
shared.  I  must  have  missed  this  analysis  when  it  was  first  released.  I 
found  the  following  information,  compiled  by  our  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  both  informative  and  interesting.  While  I  am  uncertain 
as  to  the  date  of  this  material,  I  think  it  points  to  our  tremendous  diver¬ 
sity  as  a  denomination.  It  also  points  to  our  need  to  be  more  racially  in¬ 
clusive! 

Research  has  determined  that  the  nine  million  United  Methodists 
are: 

14  %  of  the  national  population 
53  %  female  —  47%  male;  91  %  white 

20  %  college  graduates;  54  %  high  school  graduates 
26  %  grade  school  graduates 

36  %  manual  laborers;  24  %  professionals 

21  %  white  collar  workers;  8  %  farm  workers 
45  %  50  years  of  age  or  older 

37  %  are  30  to  49;  16  %  are  21  to  29 

38  %  Democrats;  36  %  Republicans 

24  %  Independent  (2  %  don’t  have  a  clue!) 

United  Methodists  live  in  the  following  places: 

35  %  in  rural  areas 

22  %  in  cities  of  50,000  to  500,000 
21  %  in  cities  over  500,000 

19  %  in  cities  from  2,500  to  50,000 
30  %  in  the  Midwest;  30  %  in  the  South 

23  %  in  the  East;  17  %  in  the  West 

In  39,000  local  United  Methodist  churches: 

35  %  worship  weekly  (national  average:  43  %) 

36,000  ordained  ministers  lead  us 

We  have: 

120  colleges,  universities  and  seminaries 

272  hospitals,  retirement  homes  and  health  facilities 

700  missionaries  _______ 

I  am  not  an  expert  in  reading  statistics.  But  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  two-thirds  of  all  of  us  live  in  cities  and  one  third  in  rural  areas.  We 
worship  less  often  than  the  national  average.  It  is  interesting  that  al¬ 
most  one-fourth  of  us  consider  ourselves  independent  while  there  is  al¬ 
most  an  even  split  between  Democrats  and  Republicans. 

The  call  to  unity  is  clear  for  such  a  mixture  of  humanity.  Our  Book  of 
Discipline  reminds  us,  “As  a  diverse  people  of  God  who  bring  special 
gifts  and  graces  to  the  unity  of  the  church  and  to  society,  we  are  called 
to  be  faithful  to  the  example  of  Jesus’s  ministry  to  all  persons.” 


A  quilters  group  was  organized  19  years  ago  at 
Cedar  Grove  UMC,  Shreveport  and  is  still  going 
strong.  Some  members  are  pictured  above. 


Quilters  use  talents  for  local  churches 

Quilting  is  among  skills  and  talents  used  for  the 
church.  At  a  number  of  churches  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  quilt  makers  meet  frequently  to  sew  and  have  fel¬ 
lowship.  Proceeds  from  sales  go  to  church  projects. 

Nineteen  years  ago,  a  tradition  began  at  Cedar 
Grove  UMC  in  Shreveport.  Women  of  the  church  or¬ 
ganized  a  quilting  club  that  is  still  meeting  today. 

Through  the  years,  the  group  has  continued  to  meet 
and  use  their  talents  as  a  ministry. 

Materials  needed 

Members  have  been  accused  of  “cleaning  out  every 
closet  and  cedar  chest  in  Shreveport”  to  get  scrap  ma¬ 
terials.  They  have  pieced,  stitched  and  sewed  hundreds 
of  quilts. 

Some  are  made  to  order  and  sold  for  church  projects 
and  others  are  sold  at  the  church’s  annual  bazaar.  Last 
year  the  quilters  donated  $2,885  to  missions. 

Others  use  their  talents  in  woodworking  and  assort¬ 
ed  handmade  crafts  sold  at  the  bazaar. 

Morning  Call 

In  another  part  of  the  state,  at  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC  in 
Bogalusa,  quilters  meet  during  Morn¬ 
ing  Call  each  Tuesday. 

Though  the  nucleus  of  the  quilt¬ 
ing  group  is  made  up  of  members, 
the  church  invites  others  in  the 
community  to  join  them. 

“They  have  a  marvelous  time  and 
enjoy  each  other,"  the  pastor,  Rev. 

Vernon  Fairley,  said.  Sometimes 
Fairley  presents  a  devotional  during 
the  time  of  work  and  sharing. 

Groups  doing  ceramics,  hand¬ 
work  and  other  crafts  also  meet 
when  the  quilters  get  together. 

“Men  gather  to  fire  the  kilns  for 
the  ceramics  and  to  enjoy  some 
good  stories,”  Fairley  mentioned. 

The  quilts  and  other  items  are  sold  „  ...  .  ...  ,  .  , 

at  the  church’s  Super  Sale.  Quilters  at  Elizabeth  Sullivan  UMC  in  Bogalusa  include  FROM  LEFT, 

The  craft  and  sewing  groups  also  CLOCKWISE,  Lucille  Seal,  Edna  Gatzman,  Genevieve  Branch  and 
take  trips  and  have  a  variety  of  fel-  Nellie  Traylor,  who  meet  each  Tuesday  morning.  Another  regular  is 
lowship  events.  Beryl  Henderson,  not  pictured. 

Two  Lenten  booklets  are  now  available  from  Abingdon  Press 

Two  Lenten  selections  from  Ab-  various  writers.  There  is  a  Maundy  ($5.25)  was  written  by  Darcv 

Thursday  Last  Supper  Reenactment  ' - -  -  •  ■ 

which  could  be  quickly  memorized. 

In  the  same  booklet  “An  Easter 
Story,”  a  drama  includes  children 
in  the  production.  In  addition  there 
are  poetry  and  recitations. 

Another  booklet,  Easter  is  Jesus, 


Rayne  Memorial  and  Mount  Zion  UM  Churches 
form  partnership  for  activities  and  programs 


An  idea  for  a  special  service 
suggested  at  the  VISION  2000 
training  is  one  in  which  mem¬ 
bers  bring  tools  of  their  voca¬ 
tions  to  church.  During  the  ser¬ 
vice  these  are  taken  forward 
and  placed  on  the  altar  as  a 
symbol  of  offering  a  person's 
everyday  life  to  God. 

TV  and  radio  spots 
direct  mail  cards 
available  for  Lent 

For  Lenten  advertising,  Confer¬ 
ence  Communications  Committee 
has  30-second  TV  and  radio  spots 
available  to  purchase  at  nominal 
fees.  A  local  church’s  name  address 
and  pertinent  information  may  be 
added  without  additional  cost.  Di¬ 
rect  inquiries  to:  Conference  Ads, 
12162  Mendenhal  Ave,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70814;  phone,  504-273- 
4564;  FAX,  504-273-4599. 

Also  available  are  four  colorful 
cards  to  be  used  for  direct  mail-outs 
from  local  churches.  For  additional 
information  call  Mike  Wade,  504- 
925-0991.  Although  Lenten  adver¬ 
tising  is  encouraged,  these  spots  and 
cards  will  continue  to  be  available 
to  local  churches. 


ingdon  Press  make  seasonal  pro¬ 
gram,  devotions  and  activity 
planning  easier. 

Abingdon’s  Easter  Drama  and 
Program  Collection  ($6.75)  includes 
Lenten  and  Pentecost  selections  by 


James.  It  includes  Lenten  devotions 
and  activities  for  families  —  all 
with  Christian  messages  relating  to 
the  activity. 


Members  of  Mount  Zion  UMC  and  Rayne  Memori¬ 
al  UMC  in  New  Orleans  have  established  a  partner¬ 
ship  and  get  together  for  a  variety  of  activities  and 
programs. 

The  two  churches  are  close  in  proximity  and  in  spir¬ 
it.  Rev.  George  A.  Duerson  is  pastor  of  Rayne  and 
Jeanne  Gaudin  is  Religion  and  Race  chair.  Rev.  Leslie 
P.  Norris  is  pastor  of  Mount  Zion  and  Delphenie  But¬ 
ler  is  Religion  and  Race  chair.  Carol  Starkes,  director 
of  Christian  education  at  Rayne,  also  has  been  instru¬ 
mental  in  getting  the  churches  together. 

A  Partnership  Committee  is  made  up  of  members  of 
both  congregations  which  combine  strengths  to  be¬ 
come  closer  as  they  join  together  for  activities  and  pro¬ 
grams. 

The  two  congregations  jointly  sponsored  a  Mayoral 
Forum  this  past  month.  They  exchanged  choirs  and 
ministers  as  they  observed  Black  History  Month. 
Norris  preached  at  Rayne  Memorial  on  Feb.  20  and 
Duerson  is  to  preach  at  Mount  Zion  on  March  20. 

Groups  from  both  churches  got  together  to  watch 
Mardi  Gras  parades. 

Later  in  the  year  the  churches 
plan  musical  programs.  Rayne  has  a 
handbell  choir  and  Mount  Zion  has 
liturgical  dancers.  These  groups  will 
visit  the  other’s  church  to  share 
their  talents. 

The  churches  plan  joint  teacher 
training  for  Vacation  Bible  School 
and  combined  projects  such  as  pic¬ 
nics  at  The  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans  and  Lafon  Home. 

At  Christmas,  Mount  Zion  was 
invited  to  share  Rayne’s  annual 
dinner.  The  response  was  so  great 
that  members  of  the  two  churches 
filled  three  streetcars  when  they 
went  Christmas  carolling  after  the 
children’s  Christmas  pageant. 

“Our  churches  and  the  members 
are  very  much  alike,  “  Starkes  said. 

’Mount  Zion  is  larger  than  Rayne. 

Our  activities  together  have  been 
wonderful.” 

She  said  the  churches  leant  from 
each  other  and  are  inspired  by  dedicat¬ 
ed  lay  and  clergy  in  both  congregations. 


Pictured  are  some  members  of  the  Mount  Zion 
and  Rayne  Memorial  UM  churches  Partnership 
Committee  comprised  of  members  of  both 
churches  in  New  Orleans.  FROM  LEFT,  are  Alan 
and  Jackie  Bartlett,  Carol  Starkes,  Delphenie  and 
Joshua  Butler  and  Rob  Sherer. 


Judge  Stewart,  our  lay  leader 
is  tapped  by  President  Clinton 
for  federal  appeals  judgeship 


President  Bill  Clinton  nominated 
state  appellate  Judge  Carl  E.  Stew¬ 
art  of  Shreveport  to  the  U.S.  5th 
Circuit  Court  of 


Donaldsonville 
UMC  to  note 
1 50  years 

First  UMC,  Donaldsonville  was 
established  in  1844  and  has  re¬ 
mained  active  for  150  years.  An  an¬ 
niversary  service  celebrating  the 
150  years  is  planned  for  Sunday, 
March  6,  when  Bishop  William  B. 
Oden  will  participate. 

The  original  building  has  been 
well  maintained  and  is  listed  in  the 
National  Register  of  Historical 
Places. 

Located  in  the  Historic  District 
of  Donaldsonville,  the  church  is  fre¬ 
quently  open  for  tours. 

Between  1940  and  1950  Shell  Oil 
Co.  built  a  group  of  houses  for  em¬ 
ployees. 

This  brought  many  United  Meth¬ 
odist  families  to  the  town.  During 
that  time  Sunday  school  rooms  and 
a  Fellowship  Hall  were  constructed. 

The  Rev.  Stephen  Fleming  is  the 
minister  and  David  Price  is  lay 
leader  and  treasurer. 

LUM  newspaper 
subscription  drive 
is  in  full  swing 

Subscriptions  are  pouring  in  for 
the  Louisiana  United  Methodist, 
your  Conference  newspaper.  The 
annual  drive  continues  through 
March. 

What  a  bargain  —  only  $12  for 
52  issues  delivered  to  your  mailbox! 
To  subscribe,  send  a  check  made 
out  to  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  designated  “newspaper  sub¬ 
scription.”  Mail  to:  Louisiana 
United  Methodist,  527  North  Bou¬ 
levard,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 


Appeals,  making 
him  the  first 
black  judge  to 
serve  on  that 
panel.  Judge 
Stewart  is  the 
Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  United 
Methodist  Lay 
Leader 

Stewart  said  he  ludge  Carl  E’  s,e""rt 
expects  a  smooth  confirmation.  The 
appeals  court,  based  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  hears  appeals  from  Louisi¬ 
ana,  Texas  and  Mississippi. 


Praise  from  papers 

Newspaper  editorials  have 
praised  the  choice  of  Judge  Stewart. 
Members  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  have  also  been  loud  in  their 
praise  of  the  selection. 

The  Shreveport  Times  said  Stew¬ 
art  “has  proven  himself  a  distin¬ 


guished  judge  and  an  active 
community  servant.  He  comple¬ 
ments  his  work  on  the  bench  with 
time  for  his  neighbors.  His  work  for 
community  organizations,  especial¬ 
ly  the  Boy  Scouts,  his  church  and 
his  family  are  exemplary. 

“He  has  become  a  frequent 
speaker  on  personal  values,  civil 
rights  and  leadership.  He  particu¬ 
larly  encourages  youth,  minorities 
and  women  to  step  forward  and  en¬ 
ter  the  public  arena  either  as  public 
servants  or  elected  officials. 

Judicial  star 

The  Journal  editorial  page  in  The 
Shreveport  Times  said  “Carl  Stew¬ 
art  is  an  exemplary  choice  for  the 
5th  Circuit  . .  .  and  while  the  5th 
Circuit  is  an  admirable  destination 
for  any  jurist,  at  age  44  Judge  Stew¬ 
art’s  star  may  still  be  on  the  rise. 
We  urge  him  to  follow  it  as  high  as 
it  goes.” 

His  friends  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  look  forward  to  receiving 
the  news  of  Judge  Stewart’s  confir¬ 
mation. 


Around  the  Conference 


o 

il 


Rev.  Scott  Adams,  pastor  David 
Haas  Memorial-Evergreen-White’s 
Chapel  UM  Charge  and  Conference 
coordinator  for 
Disaster  Pre¬ 
paredness  and 
Relief,  was  re¬ 
cently  elected  to 
a  statewide  of¬ 
fice.  He  is  one  of 
the  six-member 
executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  Volunteer  Or¬ 
ganizations  Ac-  Rev.  ScoU  Adams 
tive  in  Disasters  (LA  VOAD).  The 
organization  unites  churches,  Red 
Cross  and  others  who  respond  to  di¬ 
sasters  in  a  networking  body  uniting 
to  make  their  response  in  communi¬ 
ties  of  the  state.  It  is  affiliated  with 
the  national  VOAD. 


With  the  return  of  Lent,  Centena¬ 
ry-Fisher  UMC,  Franklinton,  again 
is  having  its  Lenten  Study  Series 
and  brown  bag  lunch  each  Monday 
from  noon  to  1  p.m.  Rev.  W.  Spiller 
Milton  is  pastor.  The  study,  led  by 
church  members,  Bruce  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Bickham,  centers  around  the 
issue  of  healing  through  joy,  focus¬ 
ing  on  “Joy  in  Christ." 


When  Sharon  Mullings  became 


worship 
chair  at  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Sulli¬ 
van  Memor¬ 
ial  UMC  in 
Bogalusa  she 
took  the  job 
seriously.”  1 
gave  her  a 
copy  of  the 

new  Book  of  Worship  and  she  has 
planned  some  fine  and  unusual  ser¬ 
vices,”  the  pastor,  Rev.  Vernon 
Fairley  said. 

An  example  is  the  Ash  Wednes¬ 
day  service  for  which  Presbyterians 
joined  them.  Participants  were 
asked  to  give  up  something,  starting 
during  Lent.  These  "self-denial 
gifts”  were  written  on  paper  which 
was  burned  to  produce  the  ashes 
used  in  the  service. 

The  worshippers  also  were  asked 
to  “take  up  something”  new  and 
positive  during  the  Lenten  Season. 
A  Communion  service  was  held. 

Sanctuary,  the  Lenten  devotion- 
als,  were  distributed. 

During  a  fellowship  time,  a  cup 
of  soup  was  served.  The  Soup 
Kitchen  in  Ekaterinburg  was  men¬ 
tioned  and  those  attending  were 
asked  to  leave  an  offering  for  it.  The 
church  is  collecting  pennies  for 
Russian  missionaries  and  has  thus 
far  donated  $500. 


$1,000  scholarships  to  be  awarded  in  Louisiana 


To  place  an  order  call:  Cokes- 
bury,  1-800-672-1789. 


Two  scholarships  of  $1,000  each 
will  be  awarded  by  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  Board  of  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Campus  Ministry, 
Dr.  Ted  Standley,  scholarship  chair, 
announces. 

Eligible  are  high  school  seniors 
who  will  enroll  in  an  accredited  UM 
college  or  university  or  students 
currently  enrolled  in  one. 


Students  should  have  academic 
excellence  and  be  actively  involved 
in  church,  school  and  community 
activities. 

Each  must  submit  a  letter  of 
nomination  from  his  or  her  pastor 
and/or  the  local  chair  of  Higher 
Education  and  Campus  Ministry. 

Students  interested  in  applying 
may  see  local  pastors  for  applica¬ 


tion  forms.  The  deadline  for  apply¬ 
ing  is  April  1 5. 

“We  want  to  make  these  two 
scholarships  available  to  deserving 
United  Methodist  students,”  Stand- 
ley  said.  For  further  information 
contact:  Dr.  Ted  Standley,  Louisi¬ 
ana  Memorial  UMC,  532  E.  Belle¬ 
vue,  Opelousas,  LA  70570  (318) 
942-3163. 
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A  holy  season  'out  of  step' 


A  time  of  self-examination,  confession  and  repen¬ 
tance  won’t  win  many  popularity  contests.  Life’s 
too  short,  we  say.  Why  use  any  of  it  in  somber  intro¬ 
spection? 

Traditionally,  of  course,  the  Christian  season  of 
Lent  is  just  such  a  period.  That  fact  automatically 
distinguishes  it  as  a  season  out  of  step  with  our 
times.  It  gets  low  marks  in  a  microwave  world  that 

- exalts  action,  speed,  results 

Editorial  and,  most  of  all,  “having 


For  precisely  that  reason, 
though.  Lent  is  the  season  that  we  as  Christians 
need  most  to  emphasize.  If  liturgical  seasons  could 
be  personified  as  prophets,  Lent  would  be  a  holy 
troublemaker,  like  say  a  Joel  or  an  Amos,  who  dis¬ 
concertingly  challenges  the  modem  “Gimme  more, 
and  now!”  Zeitgeist. 

With  its  focus  on  “giving  up”  something — a  thing,  a 
habit,  an  attitude — Lent  calls  into  question  all  of  our 
wordly  attachments.  As  such,  it  does  not  deny  the 
goodness  of  Creation  and  the  blessings,  indeed  the  ne¬ 
cessity,  of  the  material  world. 

But  it  does  compel  one  to  think  potentially  dis¬ 
turbing  thoughts: 

Exactly  what  is  most  important  in  my  life?  What 
actually  does  come  first  for  me?  Money?  Pleasure? 
Power?  The  Self  in  its  many  guises?  If  impartial  wit¬ 
nesses  observed  me  for  a  day,  what  priorities  would 
they  see? 

Few  of  us  desire  such  honest  encounters  with  our¬ 
selves,  of  course.  It’s  far  easier  and  less  disruptive  to 
conduct  our  lives’  business  “as  usual.”  What  we  for¬ 
get,  though,  is  how  “business  as  usual,”  practiced  on 
a  wide  scale,  imperils  our  world,  not  to  mention  our 
individual  lives. 

■  Business  as  usual — nearly  500  years  of  “usual,” 
in  fact — has  led  to  the  bloody  tragedy  being  played 
out  in  Bosnia.  While  a  ceasefire  there  has  brought  a 
breather  in  the  war,  the  underlying  causes — ethnic 
and  religious  bigotry  among  them — remain  unre¬ 
solved. 

■  Business  as  usual  keeps  illegal  drug  traffic  flow¬ 
ing  through  the  streets  and  into  the  homes  of  even 
good,  upstanding  families,  who,  not  daring  to  look 
inward,  fail  to  see  its  dangers. 

■  Business  as  usual  grinds  too  many  congrega¬ 
tions  into  ordinariness,  extracting  the  “salt”  that 
gives  them  flavor  and  staying  power  in  a  world  seek- 
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To  the  bustle  of  our  "business  as  usual"  lives, 
the  contemplative  season  of  Lent,  that  holy 
troublemaker,  says:  "Be  still  and  know  God" 
(see  related  editorial  at  left). 

ing  signs  of  hope  and  permanence. 

■  Business  as  usual  keeps  countless  families  on  a 
relational  treadmill  of  taking  each  other  for  granted, 
their  members  rarely  looking  up  to  see  the  hurts  and 
hopes  of  their  kin. 

To  all  of  this.  Lent,  that  holy  troublemaker,  says: 
“Be  still  and  know  God.” 

In  short,  slow  down,  give  up,  look  inward,  con¬ 
front  the  truth  of  your  life — and  allow  yourself  to  be 
confronted  by  the  One  who  is  life  itself. 

Such  honoring  of  the  holy  season  of  Lent  may  be,  in 
fact,  the  only  hope  we  have  in  an  “as  usual”  world 
amid  “as  usual”  lives  of  truly  staying  in  business. 


Journaling  helps  me  encounter  God 


By  WALLACE  EDWIN  CHAPPELL 

For  more  than  a  score  of  years  I 
have  been  aware  of  the  difference 
between  our  language-of-religion 
and  the  reality  on  which  it  is  based, 
that  is,  the  underlying  experiences 
to  which  our  language  points. 

I’ve  searched  for  ways  that  Chris¬ 
tians  can  get  in  touch  with  the  God 
behind  the  words  of  faith,  and  live 
effectively  out  of  that  dynamic, 
mysterious  relationship. 

Not  unique  search 

This  search  on  my  part  is  not 
unique  nor  new  to  the  Christian 
Way.  It  was  “pioneered”  (to  use 
Paul’s  term)  by  Jesus,  picked  up  by 
the  early  church,  elaborated  by  the 
Desert  Fathers  and  Mothers  of  the 
4th  Century,  developed  further  in 
the  monastic  movement  and 
brought  into  our  time  by  Quakers, 
the  retreat  movement,  mystics  and 
giants  of  prayer  and  devotion. 

But  there  also  have  been  20th 
Century  developments,  especially 
those  deriving  from  the  modem 
language  of  the  “unconscious”  side 
of  mental  activity.  These  new  words 
and  concepts  can  be  used  in  the 
context  of  Christian  prayer. 

In  my  opinion,  no  effort  in  this 
search  for  clarity  is  superior  to  the 
work  done  by  Dr.  Ira  Progoff,  a 
New  York  psychologist,  researcher, 
professor,  psychotherapist  and  one 
of  the  premier  interpreters  of  the 
work  of  psychotherapy  pioneer  C. 
G.  Jung.  Dr.  ProgofPs  work  is  pop¬ 
ularly  known  as  “The  Intensive 
Journal.” 

Let  me  be  clear  about  it:  Dr.  Pro- 
gofFs  work  is  primarily  psychologi¬ 
cally  based,  but  in  the  hands  of  a 
person  of  faith,  opens  the  arena  of 
psychological  depths  in  which  we  en¬ 
counter  the  Holy  most  profoundly. 

That  is,  the  basic  method  of  in¬ 
tensive  journaling  leads  a  Christian 
to  encounter  God. 


My  Witness 


The  Rev.  Wallace 
Edwin  Chappell  of 
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Dr.  ProgofT  has  brought  us  a 
method,  not  a  theology,  nor  a  psy¬ 
chology,  philosophical  system,  nor 
any  other  external  system  of  beliefs. 
The  content  of  our  work  in  such  a 
journal  is  the  content  of  our  indi¬ 
vidual  lives,  and  if  those  lives  are 
lives  lived  close  to  the  God  of  Jesus 
of  Nazareth,  then  what  comes  from 
the  work  is,  simply  put,  a  “closer 
walk  with  God.” 

From  intensive  journal  work 
there  emerges  a  steady  stream  of 
fresh  re-crystallizations  of  the  data 
of  one’s  life  in  the  past,  an  in¬ 
creased  feeling  of  congruence  and 
consistency  between  inner  states  of 
being  and  outer  circumstances  of 
life,  and  a  surging  of  deep  energy 
for  the  living  of  a  more  fulfilled  ser¬ 
vant  life. 

To  use  modem  terms  of  the  youn¬ 
ger  generation,  “you  feel  synched,” 
i.e.,  synchronized,  “together,”  on 
target,  appropriate,  in  your  relation 
with  God. 

I  do  not  mean  that  this  implies 
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sinlessness.  Far  from  it. 

Where  the  past  calls  for  reconcil¬ 
ing  action,  the  journal  process 
makes  that  need  apparent.  Where 
the  present  calls  for  new  disciplines 
of  worship,  prayer  and  service,  one 
finds  a  deep  source  of  energy  driv¬ 
ing  us  toward  these  portions  of  life. 
And  where  the  future  is  to  be  lived 
as  an  outpouring  of  a  God-given 
destiny  at  work  across  the  years  of 
your  life,  one  can  see  the  way  clear¬ 
ly,  and  walk  with  power  and  confi¬ 
dence  in  that  path. 

No  static  perfection 

A  static  perfection  isn’t  the  goal  for 
a  Christian  who  is  skilled  at  The  In¬ 
tensive  Journal,  but  rather  that  one 
discovers  a  steady  stream  of  fresh 
and  new  answers  to  the  question, 
“Where  is  God  leading  me  today?” 

Nor  do  we  ever  come  to  a  time 
when  we  feel  we  have  it  all  together, 
for  life  is  dynamic,  a  process,  and 
God  is  forever  intervening  in  our 
specific  personal  existence  to  work 
God’s  loving  will  in  our  lives. 

You  “know”  on  whom  you  have 
believed,  to  borrow  from  Paul  again. 
And  that  immediate  knowledge, 
gained  through  taking  stock  in  a  jour¬ 
nal,  brings  a  confidence,  a  certainty, 
an  assurance,  that  God  is  with  you, 
and  that  you  are  continually  discern¬ 
ing  God’s  will  for  your  life. 

Information  on  workshops  for  'The 
Intensive  Journal"  may  be  obtained  by 
writing  Mr.  Chappell  at  1600  Viceroy, 
Dallas,  TX  75235. 


"How's  come  I  prayed  this 
morning,  and  my  Mom  still 
says  we’re  having  liver  for 
supper 7" 


Church  offerings  help  pay  seminary  professors,  too 


C  1994  Billustrations 


Professor  Theodore  Jennings  says 
that  most  of  the  money  given  in 
church  offerings  doesn’t  go  to  help 
the  poor,  but  rather  goes  to  pay  the 
church’s  bills,  and  the  salary  and 
benefits  of  clergy,  staff,  and  bureau¬ 
crats  (see  UMR,  Jan.  28). 

Yes,  and  some  of  it — along  with 
the  good-faith  gifts  of  other  church 
folk — goes  to  pay  the  generous  sala¬ 
ries  and  benefits  of  seminary  pro¬ 
fessors!  And  some  of  these 
professors,  like  Dr.  Jennings,  repay 
this  faithful  generosity  by  acting 
like  spoiled  and  petulant  children, 
going  on  lavish  expense-paid  jun¬ 
kets  where  they  delight  in  offending 
their  audiences,  and  take  relish  in 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

biting  the  hand  that  feeds  them. 

Marc  Rogers 
Evant,  Texas 

Why  such  notice? 

Having  been  to  many  meetings  of 
far  more  than  60  United  Method¬ 
ists  which  did  not  rate  a  full  column 
of  UMR  reportage,  I  can  only  con¬ 
clude  that  the  difference  between 
meetings  of  United  Methodists  is 
that  a  few  of  them  have  publicists! 
Your  story  headlined  “Ad  Hoc 


group  sets  closed  meeting  on 
church’s  future”  (see  UMR,  Jan. 
28)  is  a  case  in  point.  Someone  had 
to  go  to  some  lengths  to  get  infor¬ 
mation  to  UMR  that  a  group  of  self- 
appointed  United  Methodists  were 
going  to  have  a  closed  door  meeting 
to  which  neither  the  press,  nor  other 
interested  United  Methodists, 
would  be  invited.  Otherwise,  why 
would  such  a  notice  even  make  it 
into  the  pages  of  UMR? 

Our  meetings  are  open  to  all,  un¬ 
less  we  are  dealing  with  matters  of 
personnel  or  litigation.  In  a  true  com¬ 
munity,  we  don’t  have  anything  to 
hide.  Given  that  tradition,  “closed 
meetings,”  (even  announced  in  ad¬ 
vance  “closed  meetings”)  should  be 


considered  as  non-events — even 
when  information  about  the  “closed 
meeting”  is  apparently  shared  by  a 
publicist  of  some  sort. 

Thomas  H.  Griffith 
West  Hollywood,  California 

A  bishop's  correction 

Please  allow  me  to  correct  a  mis¬ 
taken  impression. 

In  one  of  my  lectures  at  the  Con¬ 
gress  on  Evangelism  in  early  Janu¬ 
ary,  I  included  a  paragraph  about 
the  Sophia  issue.  What  I  said  was 
correctly  quoted  by  the  religious 
press. 

I  made  no  mention  whatsoever  of 


the  “Re-Imagining  Conference” 
which  was  held  in  Minneapolis.  The 
particular  lecture  in  which  I  dealt 
with  the  Sophia  matter  was  written 
before  I  was  even  aware  that  the 
conference  had  occurred.  Had  I 
known  about  it,  I  still  would  not 
have  commented  upon  it  in  the  lec¬ 
ture,  because  I  myself  did  not  at¬ 
tend  its  sessions,  and  to  make  a 
public  statement  about  a  meeting  of 
whose  program  I  had  no  firsthand 
knowledge  would  have  been  con¬ 
trary  to  my  sense  of  accuracy  and 
fairness.  Earl  G  Hunt  Jr 

Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina 


We  must  search  for  our  calling 


By  MICHAEL  KROTH 

Everyone  wants  to  lead  a  mean¬ 
ingful  life.  One  of  the  hardest  jour¬ 
neys  to  take  is  down  the  road  into 
our  heart  to  find  that  elusive  mean¬ 
ing.  When  we  find  meaning  we  vali¬ 
date  our  existence. 

^.United  Methodists  have  under- 
einphasized  the  need  to  discover  a 
“balling”  for  our  lives. 

We  are  trained  to  serve  others,  to 
love  our  neighbors,  and  to  be  good 
Stewards  of  what  God  has  given  us 
but  we  don’t  search  long  enough  or 
hard  enough  to  find  that  special 
task  God  asks  of  each  of  us.  There¬ 
fore,  we  miss  the  powerful,  personal 
relationship  with  our  Creator  which 
we  have  the  potential  to  develop, 
and  the  intensely  important  life  we 
strive  for. 

Unwavering  quest 

:  To  live,  as  most  of  us  do,  a 
“good”  life  may  be  satisfactory.  But 
to  live  a  passionate  one,  as  John 
Wesley  did,  requires  the  same  un¬ 
wavering  quest  to  find  God’s  plan 
for  us  that  Wesley  relentlessly  pur- 
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sued  for  himself. 

Who  could  doubt  that  Gandhi, 
Mother  Theresa,  Moses,  and  Mar¬ 
tin  Luther  King  had  special  callings 
from  God?  In  the  same  way  we  are 
called  to  make  a  special  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  Kingdom. 

How  will  we  know  when  we’ve 
found  our  special  vocation?  We 
won’t  know,  intellectually,  but  we 
will  know  in  our  hearts.  How  we 
perceive  it  will  be  different  for  each 
of  us,  but  it  will  always  give  us  that 
special,  individual,  spiritual  feeling 
we  have  when  we  know  what  God  is 
asking  us  personally  to  do. 


God  calls  in  unexpected  ways  and 
the  best  way  to  discover  that  call  is 
to  listen  to  ourselves.  To  trust  that 
inner  voice. 

What  work  do  you  love? 

Start  by  asking  what  you  care 
about  and  enjoy  doing.  What  do 
you  love  to  do? 

Next,  ask  yourself  what  your  spe¬ 
cial  talents  are.  What  are  you  good 
at?  What  could  you  be  good  at? 

Third,  what  is  the  need?  Is  there  a 
special  need  in  the  world  you  are 
drawn  to,  either  by  circumstance  or 
your  own  interests? 

Last,  in  your  innermost  heart,  in 
your  deepest  prayer,  what  do  you  feel 
God  wants  you  to  do  with  your  life? 
Listen  to  yourself  and  listen  to  God. 

If  we  can  answer  the  first  three 
questions  we  are  on  our  way  to  dis¬ 
covering  the  answer  to  the  fourth — 
which  is  the  real  calling  for  our  life. 

Live  with  meaning,  passion,  and 
purpose.  Search  for  your  special 
calling.  Each  one  of  God’s  children 
is  extraordinary,  and  called  to  a 
unique  mission  here  on  earth.  Dis¬ 
cover  it.  Live  it. 
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What  others 
are  saying 

“To  sing  and  laugh  in  festival  be¬ 
fore  the  awesome  threats  of  worldly 
power  can  never  be  tolerated.  The 
world  always  solemnly  attempts  to 
silence  those  who  laugh  at  its  sinis¬ 
ter  self-centeredness.  But  the  first 
sound  on  Easter  mom  is  always  the 
great  laugh  of  God!” 

— The  Rev.  Robert  Layne,  Topeka, 
Kan.,  quoted  in  the  The  Joyful 
Noiseletter.  .  .  . 

“We  can’t  arbitrarily  choose  just 
any  picture  to  convey  a  certain 
meaning  symbolically.  A  symbol’s 
meaning  comes  from  our  individual 
and  cultural  experience  with  the 
pictured  thing,  person,  or  action, 
and  also  from  the  experience  of  all 
people  throughout  history.  And  a 
true  symbol  carries  many  levels  of 
meaning  simultaneously.” 

— United  Methodist  commentator 
Barbara  Wendland,  Temple,  Texas. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

Ask,  and  it  will  be  given  you; 
seek,  and  you  will  find;  knock,  and 
it  will  be  opened  to  you.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Amos  5:24) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  6 

Sunday:  Psalms  19:1-6 
Monday:  Psalms  19:7-14 
Tuesday:  Exodus  20: 1-7 
Wednesday:  Exodus  20:8-1 7 
Thursday:  1  Corinthians  1:18-21 
Friday:  I  Corinthians  1:22-25 
Saturday:  John  2:13-22 


WHEN  IT 
COMES  TO 
CATALOGS... 
THIS  ONE  HAS 
IT  ALL! 


All  about  mission,  that  is.  Let  the 
Service  Center  Catalog  1994-95 
# 5210  be  your  guide  to  choosing 
videos,  brochures,  maps,  posters, 
books  and  many,  many  more  items 
to  enliven,  enrich  and  educate  your 
church  about  past  and  present 
mission  work. 

Order  your  free  copy  of  the 
Service  Center  Catalog  today,  from 
the  Service  Center,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  7820  Reading 
Road,  Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio  45222-1800  or  FAX:  513- 
761-3722. 
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VIOLENCE  DEPLORED:  A  United 

Methodist  minister  who  heads  the  World 
Methodist  Council  called  for  “swift  resolu¬ 
tion”  to  the  ongoing  Israeli/Palestinian  im¬ 
passe  in  the  Middle  East 
following  the  massacre  of 
dozens  of  Muslims  Feb.  25 
allegedly  by  an  Israeli. 

"When  a  country’s  citizens, 
and,  in  the  case  of  the 
West  Bank,  its  occupiers, 
are  led  to  believe  that 
some  are  better  than  others 
. .  the  strong  take  what 
they  choose  for  themselves  because  they  have 
the  power  to  do  it,”  said  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale. 
“The  result,  however,  is  ongoing  violence,  ven¬ 
geance  and  death.”  Dr.  Hale  added  that  the 
presentation  of  the  World  Methodist  Peace 
Award  on  March  10  to  Father  Elias  Chacour— 
a  citizen  of  Israel  who  is  also  a  Palestinian 
Catholic  priest — sends  a  timely  message.  “Fa¬ 
ther  Chacour  says,  ‘I  have  learned  to  see  the 
image  of  my  own  God  in  the  face  of  every  hu¬ 
man  being.’  ”  (see  related  picture  and  story  at 
right). 

'WE  ARE  AMERICANS':  Leaders  from 
across  The  United  Methodist  Church  joined  at 
least  250  other  people  last  week  in  denouncing 
verbal  attacks  made  by  selected  leaders  of  the 
Nation  of  Islam.  In  a  full-page  ad  in  the  Feb. 

24  New  York  Times,  the  statement,  in  part, 
reads,  “We  the  undersigned  believe  the  best  re¬ 
sponse  we  can  give  to  those  who  teach  hate  is 
to  join  our  voices,  as  we  have  so  often  joined 
forces,  in  a  better  message — of  faith  in  each 
other,  of  shared  devotion  to  America’s  highest 
ideals  of  freedom  and  equality.”  Among  sign¬ 
ers  are  Bishop  Roy  Sano  (Los  Angeles  Area); 
the  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  church’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  and  the  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver, 
pastor  of  St.  James-Paseo  UMC  and  mayor  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

CONTAIN  YOUR  JOY':  The  United 

Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  continues  to 
provide  much-needed  supplies  such  as  food, 
medicines,  medical  equipment,  seeds,  agricultur¬ 
al  tools  and  clothing  to  churches  overseas 
through  its  program  of  container  shipments.  A 
container  shipment  of  supplies  recently  went 
to  Senegal  with  shipping  costs  made  possible 
through  gifts  from  UMCOR’s  mission  project 
called  “Contain  Your  Joy.”  Gifts  to  continue 
that  program  can  be  made  through  Advance 
No.  982730-7. 

THEOLOGY  OF  HEALTH  CARE: 

When  people  are  in  need,  whether  physical, 
emotional  or  spiritual,  the  first  place  they  turn 
is  the  church,  says  Pamela  Couture,  assistant 
professor  of  pastoral  care  at  Emory  Universi¬ 
ty’s  Candler  School  of  Theology.  “Yet,  no  sys¬ 
tematic  attempt  has  been  made  to  develop 
cooperation  between  local  congregations  and 
pastors  and  the  state  public  health  departments 
who  might  be  able  to  provide  basic  services,” 
she  says.  Dr.  Couture  contends  that  there 
should  be  a  relationship  between  congregations 
and  public  health  organizations.  “Public  health 
can  help  churches  predict  the  kinds  of  situa¬ 
tions  that  pastors  will  face,”  she  said.  “It  can 
set  an  agenda  for  the  kinds  of  subjects  we 
should  teach  in  seminaries  and  the  kinds  of 
subjects  pastors  should  pursue  as  part  of  their 
continuing  education.” 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


United  Methodists  visiting  Holy  Land  hear  call 
for  justice  for  Palestinians,  security  for  Israelis 


INDIANA  AREA  PHOTO  BY  LYNNE  DeMICHELE 

OCCUPIED  WEST  BANK,  Israel — Ziad  Sharia  stands  before  one  of  the  barbed-wire  barricades 
in  the  Deheisha  Palestinian  refugee  camp.  Mr.  Sharia,  a  vocational  school  teacher  who  lives  in 
the  camp  with  his  family,  served  as  guide  to  United  Methodist  Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  (Indi¬ 
ana  Area)  during  his  visit  to  the  camp.  The  bishop  led  a  group  of  900  United  Methodists  from 
three  states  to  Israel  (see  related  story  at  right). 

Liberian  United  Methodists  are 
hoping  civil  war's  storm  is  over 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Still  unable  to  assess  total 
church  damage  or  account  for 
some  pastors,  Liberian  United 
Methodists  are  hoping  the 
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“storm”  of  civil  war  is  over  and 
that  rebuilding  can  soon  begin. 

That  sense  of  optimism  was 
evident  at  the  Liberian  Annual 
Conference  Feb.  10-13,  accord¬ 
ing  to  United  Methodist  Bishop 
William  W.  Dew  Jr.  (Portland, 
Ore.,  Area),  who  was  guest 
preacher. 

“The  church  is  still  living  in  a 
divided  situation  where  people 
are  cut  off  from  one  another  by 
rebel  factions,”  Bishop  Dew 
said  in  an  interview  with  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  News  Service. 

People  are  “afraid  but  very 
hopeful  that  an  agreement  can 
be  reached  soon  on  disarma¬ 
ment  and  democratic  elec¬ 
tions,”  he  added. 

Nearly  four  years  of  civil  war 
have  claimed  150,000  lives  and 
forced  at  least  700,000  people — 
nearly  a  third  of  the  popula¬ 
tion — to  flee.  Tens  of  thousands 


A  Liberian  woman  claims  a 
bag  of  relief  supplies  pro¬ 
vided  by  church  workers. 
One-third  of  her  country’s 
population  has  fled  because 
of  civil  war. 


of  others  have  been  displaced. 

Bishop  Dew  said  the  capital 
city  of  Monrovia,  where,  for  se¬ 
curity  reasons,  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  was  held,  is  overrun 
with  refugees  from  outlying  ar¬ 
eas  that  remain  under  rebel 
control.  A  peacekeeping  force 
representing  several  African  na¬ 
tions  is  maintaining  some  de¬ 
gree  of  calm  in  Monrovia  and 
its  immediate  surroundings. 

Bishop  Dew  said  the  city’s 
basic  infrastructure  is  de¬ 
stroyed.  Monrovia  has  “no  run¬ 
ning  water  and  most  buildings 
have  been  gutted. 

Liberian  Bishop  Arthur  Kulah 
preached  at  the  closing  four-hour 
service  of  the  conference  Feb.  1 3. 
Among  guests  were  members  of 
Liberia’s  interim  government,  in¬ 
cluding  President  Amos  Sawyer. 

Annual  conference  atten¬ 
dance  was  down  by  about  50 
percent,  Bishop  Dew  said. 

“Several  district  superinten¬ 
dents  were  unable  to  be  there  to 
give  reports,  and  at  least  one 
came  from  behind  rebel  lines. 
There  were  reports  that  many 
churches  have  been  completely 
or  partially  destroyed.” 


By  LYNNE  DeMICHELE 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

JERUSALEM — As  fine-tuning 
of  the  Israeli-Palestinian  peace  set¬ 
tlement  continued  recently  in  Cai¬ 
ro,  Egypt,  United  Methodists 
visiting  Israel  on  a  nine-day  pil¬ 
grimage  heard  perspectives  from 
both  sides  of  the  negotiating  table. 

Led  by  Bishop  Woodie  W. 
White  (Indiana  Area),  the  group 
included  more  than  900  United 
Methodists  from  Indiana,  Ohio 
and  Illinois. 

The  group  visited  the  region 
prior  to  the  Feb.  24  shooting  of 
Muslims  praying  at  the  Tomb  of 
the  Patriarch,  the  site  where 
Abraham  is  believed  to  be  buried 
on  the  occupied  West  Bank  (see 
map  below).  An  Israeli  West 
Bank  settler  was  believed  to  have 
been  the  attacker. 

Sacred  to  both 

The  site  at  which  the  shooting 
occurred  is  sacred  to  both  Mus¬ 
lims  and  Jews.  Muslims  claim 
Abraham  as  their  ancestor 
through  his  son  Ishmael,  whose 
mother  was  Hagar.  Jews  claim 
Abraham  as  their  ancestor 
through  his  son  Isaac,  whose 
mother  was  Sarah. 

Circumstances  around  the  at¬ 
tack  had  been  eerily  foreshad¬ 
owed  in  talks  given  earlier  to  the 
United  Methodist  tour  group. 

One  speaker,  the  Rev.  Naim 
Ateek,  a  Palestinian  and  canon  of 
St.  George’s  Episcopal  Cathedral, 
spoke  of  the  need  to  provide  jus¬ 
tice  for  Palestinians  and  security 
for  Israelis. 

In  a  later  lecture.  Rabbi  Ehud 
Bandel,  executive  director  of 
Rabbis  for  Human  Rights,  talked 
about  the  Israeli  desire  for  peace 
but  fear  of  possible  consequences 
of  withdrawal  from  the  Occupied 
Territories. 

Mr.  Ateek  reminded  his  listen- 


The  Rev.  Naim  Ateek 
said  that  peace 
wouldn't  come  until 
there  was  justice  and 
forgiveness  in  what  is 
now  an  unbalanced 
relationship. 


ers  that  the  Israelis  had  forcibly 
banished  Palestinian  landowners 
when  their  part  of  northeast  Isra¬ 
el  became  spoils  of  the  Six-Day 
War  in  1968. 

He  said  peace  won’t  come  until 
there  is  justice  and  forgiveness  in 
what  is  now  an  unbalanced  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  Israelis. 

Justice  for  the  Palestinians,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Ateek,  means  re¬ 
turning  a  portion  of  Palestine  to 
its  Palestinian  occupants. 

Security  for  Israelis,  he  added, 
means  protection  for  the  800,000 
Israelis  who  occupy  parts  of  the 
Golan  Heights  and  West  Bank. 

While  many  Israelis  there  are: 
ready  to  move  out  of  the  area, : 
Mr.  Ateek  acknowledged  that 
some  would  refuse  to  go  or  would 
“put  up  a  fight.” 

Rabbi  Bandel,  describing  the 
current  Israeli  mood  as  “para¬ 
noid,”  pointed  out  that  the  fear  1 
is  not  of  a  tiny  Palestinian  state 
but  of  other  Arab  nations — such 
as  Iraq — which  might  use  it  “as  a 
beachhead  for  troops.” 

The  rabbi,  who  identified  him¬ 
self  as  “the  second  generation 
from  the  Holocaust,”  said  the 
conflict  over  the  Occupied  Terri¬ 
tories  is  complicated. 

“There  are  no  easy  solutions,” 
he  explained.  “No  good  guys,  no 
bad  guys  ...  the  tragedy  is  every¬ 
one  is  right.  Both  Palestinians 
and  Israelis  are  the  victims.” 

Evoking  several  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  stories  of  familial  conflict, 
Mr.  Bandel  added,  “Abraham 
tells  [his  nephew]  Lot,  ’The  land 
is  big.  You  take  the  right.  I’ll  take 
the  left,  but  let’s  not  fight.’ 

“We  are  all  sons  of  Abraham," 
he  said. 

'We  can  bring  peace' 

The  rabbi  emphasized  the 
need  for  religious  leaders  on  both 
sides  to  plant  hope  for  a  peaceful 
resolution. 

"If  we  can  share  our  blessings 
under  a  common  father,  we  can 
bring  peace,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Ateek  said  he  sees  signifi¬ 
cant  signs  of  progress  in  the 
peace  negotiations. 

“We  are  no  longer  negating, 
each  other,”  he  said.  “We  are  be! 
ginning  to  accept  each  other  . .  . 
(and)  are  open  now  to  recogniz¬ 
ing  each  other’s  rights.” 

Ms.  DeMichele  is  director  of 
communications  for  the  United 
Methodist  Indiana  Area. 
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Leading  pastor  elected  seminary  president 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

One  of  United  Methodism’s  best 
known  international  leaders,  the 
Rev.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam  of  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tenn.,  has  been  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary  in  Wilmore,  Ky. 

He  will  take  office  July  1,  suc¬ 
ceeding  the  Rev.  David  L.  McKen¬ 
na.  Dr.  McKenna  retires  June  30 
from  the  presidency  he  has  held  for 
the  past  12  years. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Ken¬ 
neth  L.  Carder  (Nashville  Area),  in 
making  the  appointment,  said,  “Dr. 
Dunnam’s  experience  as  a  pastor, 
writer,  teacher  and  respected  leader 
in  Methodism  throughout  the  world 
uniquely  equips  him  to  serve  as 
president  at  Asbury  Seminary. 

“He  exhibits  the  Wesleyan  bal¬ 
ance  of  knowledge  and  vital  piety; 
personal  salvation  and  social  wit¬ 
ness.  His  professional  skills,  experi¬ 
ence  and  personal  commitment  to 
the  Christian  gospel  serve  as  a  mod¬ 
el  for  the  leadership  needed  in  the 
church.” 

Developing  lay  leadership 

Dr.  Dunnam,  59,  has  been  senior 
pastor  of  the  5,800-member  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Mem¬ 
phis  since  1982. 

His  tenure  there  has  been  marked 
by  emphases  on  developing  lay 


leadership,  on  evangelism  and  on 
innovative  inner-city  ministries  and 
ministries  to  the  unemployed. 

His  daily  one-minute  inspiration¬ 
al  message,  Perceptions,  is  broad¬ 
cast  on  radio  and  television  in  the 
greater  Memphis  area. 

Announcing 
the  news  to  his 
congregation 
Feb.  20,  Dr. 

Dunnam  ex¬ 
plained,  “(It)  all 
boils  down  to 
this:  I  have  pos¬ 
sibly  10  years 
left  for  active 
ministry.  I  be-  Maxie  D.  Dunnam 
lieve  God  is  giving  me  an  opportunity 
to  help  renew  a  church  which  I  be¬ 
lieve  desperately  needs  renewing,  to 
shape  the  church  of  the  21st  century 
by  helping  shape  theological  educa¬ 
tion.  . . .  Our  hope  for  the  future  is  in 
the  places  where  clergy  are  trained.” 

Asbury  is  not  one  of  the  1 3  semi¬ 
naries  officially  related  to  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  although  its 
current  enrollment  of  910  students 
includes  about  365  United  Method¬ 
ists,  said  Robert  L.  Bridges,  the  se¬ 
minary’s  vice  president. 

The  seminary  is  known  for  its 
evangelical  theology  and  tradition 
and  for  ties  of  some  of  its  faculty 
with  the  unofficial  United  Method¬ 
ist  caucus,  Good  News. 


Dr.  Dunnam  received  an  honor¬ 
ary  doctorate  from  Asbury  in  1977, 
has  been  a  trustee  for  the  past  12 
years  and  serves  this  year  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  serves  as  chair  of  the  World 
Methodist  Evangelism  Committee 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic-Methodist  International  Dialogue 
Commission.  In  1992  Dr.  Dunnam 
was  given  the  council’s  highest  honor 
in  recognition  of  his  longtime  service. 

Helped  lead  'declarations' 

Dr.  Dunnam  also  has  been 
known  as  a  leader  of  the  more  con¬ 
servative  political  factions  within 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Preceding  both  the  1988  and 
1992  General  Conferences,  the 
church’s  highest  legislative  bodies. 
Dr.  Dunnam  was  among  leaders  of 
groups  which  produced  documents 
known  as  the  Houston  Declaration 
(1988)  and  the  Memphis  Declara¬ 
tion  (1992). 

Both  documents  opposed  chang¬ 
ing  the  church’s  stance  barring  ho¬ 
mosexual  people  from  ordained 
ministry.  Additionally  the  Memphis 
Declaration  also  opposed  God  lan¬ 
guage  other  than  the  traditional 
Trinitarian  formula  of  Father.  Son, 
and  Holy  Spirit. 

Additionally,  Dr.  Dunnam  is  one 


of  three  leaders  of  a  closed-door,  in¬ 
vitation-only  meeting,  “Consulta¬ 
tion  on  the  Future  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,”  to  be  held 
April  5-6  in  Atlanta. 

Cathy  Farmer,  editor  of  the  Mem¬ 
phis  Conference  edition  of  the  Re¬ 
porter,  and  United  Methodist  News 
Service  contributed  to  this  story. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith  ~~ - 

connections 

HERITAGE  SUNDAY:  The  concept  of 
Christian  perfection  based  in  the  love  of  God 
and  neighbor  will  provide  the  central  theme  of 
the  1994  observance  of  Heritage  Sunday  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  church’s  Gener¬ 
al  Commission  on  Archives  and  History  has 
produced  a  booklet  of  suggestions  for  the  April 
24  observance  this  year.  It  includes  an  order  of 
worship  and  ideas  for  developing  a  children's 
message  and  a  sermon,  as  well  as  a  list  of  re¬ 
sources. 

CHOICES  LISTED:  The  church  has  two 

choices  as  it  faces  the  new  culture  of  the  elec¬ 
tronic  age,  a  seminary  professor  told  managers 
of  church-related  media  resource  centers  re¬ 
cently.  One  option  is  to  “withdraw”  and  “sepa¬ 
rate  ourselves  from  electronic  media  and  its 
culture,”  said  the  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Boomer- 
shine,  professor  of  New  Testament  at  United 
Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  The 
other  is  to  "transform  the  culture  of  the  elec¬ 
tronic  age  by  the  power  of  God  made  present 
in  Jesus  Christ.”  The  Bible  scholar  addressed 
1 80  persons  at  the  International  Resource  Cen¬ 
ter  Gathering,  a  biennial  event  sponsored  by 
five  mainline  Protestant  denominations,  in¬ 
cluding  United  Methodists. 

RLADY  IN  RUSSIA:  The  coordinator  of 
United  Methodist  V  olunteers  in  Mission  for 
Russia,  the  Rev.  Stephen  Darr,  a  minister  in 
the  church  s  Virginia  Annual  Conference,  says. 
The  only  thing  holding  us  back  in  any  area  is 
making  sure  local  partners  are  ready  and  pre¬ 
pared  to  receive  groups.”  The  cost  is  $1,500- 
$1,600  per  individual  for  about  a  17-day  trip, 
which  also  can  include  cultural  and  fellowship 
experiences.  Volunteer  groups  are  expected  to 
donate  $2,500-$3,000  for  building  materials. 

PENCILS  READY?  For  20  minutes  or  so, 
leaders  of  United  Methodism’s  chief  coordi¬ 
nating  agency  recently  took  No.  2  pencils  in 
hand,  scrutinized  63  multiple-choice  questions 
and  filled  in  boxes  on  computer-ready  answer 
cards.  About  25  members  of  the  church’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries  field-tested  a  ques¬ 
tionnaire  they  hope  each  lay  and  clergy  member 
of  the  denomination's  annual  (regional)  confer¬ 
ences  will  fill  out  at  sessions  this  spring  and 
summer.  The  survey  on  mission  and  structure 
is  one  element  in  a  major  study  of  the  United 
Methodist  “connection.”  The  project  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  culminate  in  proposals  for  structural 
change. 

NEW  PRESIDENT:  Thomas  L.  Reuschl- 
ing  has  been  named  president  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Florida  Southern  College  in 

Lakeland,  Fla.,  effective  Aug.  1 .  He  succeeds 
Robert  A.  Davis,  who  is  retiring  after  1 8  years 
in  the  post.  Dr.  Reuschling  has  been  president 
of  St.  Andrews  Presbyterian  College  in  Laurin- 
burg,  N.C.,  eight  years.  His  teaching  back¬ 
ground  is  in  business  and  marketing. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


West  German  pays 
personal  price  in 
East  German  church 


By  KATHLEEN  LaCAMERA 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

BERLIN — Nearly  four  years 
after  the  reunification  of  East 
and  West  Germany  only  one 
United  Methodist  minister  from 
former  West  Germany  has  vol¬ 
unteered  to  serve  a  congregation 
in  former  East  Germany,  despite 
a  shortage  of  clergy  there. 

Since  fall  1991,  the  Rev.  Jur¬ 
gen  Blum  has  been  pastor  of  the 
86-year-old  Friedenskirche  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  the  East 
Berlin  neighborhood  of  Obers- 
choeneweide. 

We  share  and  grow 

“We  can  only  begin  to  grow  to¬ 
gether  when  we  share  lives,  so  I 
decided  I  must  go  to  the  East,” 
explained  the  33-year-old  bank- 
clerk-tumed-pastor. 

The  grandson  of  an  East  Ger¬ 
man  preacher,  Mr.  Blum  grew  up 
in  the  western  half  of  a  divided 
Germany.  Before  he  took  his  cur¬ 
rent  pastorate,  his  only  personal 
contact  with  easterners  had  oc¬ 
curred  through  international 
Methodist  youth  exchanges  and 
visits  with  family  members. 

Shortly  after  reunification  in 
April  1990,  he  and  his  clergy  col¬ 
leagues  received  requests  from  their 
district  superintendent  to  help  alle¬ 
viate  a  clergy  shortage  in  East  Ger¬ 
many  by  taking  pulpits  there. 

Mr.  Blum  agreed  to  go,  “if  it  is 
really  necessary  and  urgent.” 

Serving  in  the  former  East 
Germany,  however,  came  at  a 
high  cost.  Mr.  Blum  took  a  60 
percent  salary  cut  when  he  was 
appointed  to  the  105-member 
Friedenskirche  church. 

United  Methodist  Bishop 
Walter  Klaiber  of  Germany  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  hardship  of  living 
“on  an  eastern  pastor's  salary.” 

Hard  to  go  back 

“Of  course  families  in  the  east 
must  do  it,  but  it  is  difficult  to  go 
back  once  you’ve  been  used  to 
having  a  western  salary  level,” 
the  bishop  said. 

This  year  Mr.  Blum  and  other 
pastors  in  the  east  will  receive  ap¬ 
proximately  $1 1,000  annually  plus 
housing — only  80  percent  of  what 
their  western  counterparts  earn. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Germany  expects  to  have  a  sala¬ 
ry  equalization  plan  in  place  by 
1996,  according  to  Bishop  Klaiber. 


"They  tell  me,  'It's 
good  that  you're  here, 
that  you  have  made  the 
effort  to  work  with  us.' " 

— Jurgen  Blum 

The  plan  is  funded  by  increased 
giving  from  former  East  German 
churches;  “actions  of  solidarity” 
from  individual  donations,  primar¬ 
ily  from  former  western  congrega¬ 
tions,  and  additional  contributions 
from  western  churches  through 
their  apportionments. 

Because  of  Germany’s  unfore¬ 
seen  economic  decline  and  an 
overall  global  recession,  howev¬ 
er,  Bishop  Klaiber  said  it  is  un¬ 
likely  that  equality  will  be 
reached  by  1996. 

Even  though  he  does  not  have 
a  family  to  support,  Mr.  Blum 
admitted  that  the  pay  cut  was 
difficult.  However,  he  quickly 
pointed  out  that  East  German 
pastors  and  their  families  have 
always  made  do  with  less. 

Reunification  has  had  its  eco¬ 
nomic  consequences. 

In  Mr.  Blum’s  small  communi¬ 
ty  of  Oberschoeneweide,  20,000 
of  the  26,000  workers  at  the  tex¬ 
tile,  electrical  cable  and  televi¬ 
sion  factories  along  the  Spree 
River  have  been  laid  off. 

During  the  past  two  years,  con¬ 
sumer  prices  have  increased  by 
700  percent. 

“For  people  here  everything 
has  changed,”  he  said.  “They 
have  lost  their  work,  their  social 
structure,  everything.  Even  the 
toilet  paper  is  different. 

Alcoholism  increases 

“Alcoholism  has  increased, 
rents  increased,  there’s  more 
homelessness.  Salaries  are  not 
keeping  pace  with  costs  ...  re¬ 
unification  has  been  a  political 
but  not  a  social  reality.” 

United  Methodists  in  former 
East  Germany  look  to  the  church 
for  stability  and  familiarity,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Blum.  But  he  add¬ 
ed  that  his  congregation  has 
welcomed  its  western  pastor. 

"They  tell  me,  ‘It’s  good  that 
you’re  here,  that  you  have  made  the 
effort  to  work  with  us,’  ”  he  said. 

Mr.  Blum  said  he  believes  it  will 
take  at  least  two  generations  “be¬ 
fore  we  no  longer  can  distinguish 
between  East  and  West  Germans.” 


^  Reporter  Snapshot 


Officials  of  the  church's  Women's  Division  anticipate  receiving 
more  than  $205  million  for  their  work  in  1994.  Sixty-five  directors 
on  the  division's  appropriations  and  finance  committees  decided 
that  the  money  will  be  divided  as  follows: 


$1 3i 

Service  Center  1 

$74,456  I 

J 

1 

Y 

Women's  Division  1994  Appropriations 


World  Division-  ministries  in  more  than  KX)  countries. 

National  Division- 

mhistries  h  the  United  States.  Puerto  Rico,  and  Vrgh  Islands. 
Mission  Education-  print,  audiovisual  and  other  resources. 
Division-wide  programing- 

qjadrennial  Assembly.  National  Semnar.  contrtmtions  to  World 
Federation  of  Methodat  Women,  dvision  operating  expenses. 
Christian  Social  Relations- 
programs  of  womens  concerns,  public  matters. 

Mission  &  Membership  Development- 

leadership  development  the  Reading  Prog ran  spiritual  end 
theological  concerns,  other  resources. 


Retired  personnel-  care  of  former  division  mission  persorvjet 
Response  magazine-  procXjction  of  Response  magazine 
Salaries  and  Benefits- 

executive  and  general  staff  in  New  York.  Wastngton.  Gncrnati  end 
regional  offices. 

Service  Center- 

tfvision's  portion  of  maintenance  of  the  center  in  Gncrnati,  Okx 
Joint  Board  Operating  Expenses- 
dvision  s  portion  of  shared  General  Board  of  Global  Mirtstries 
expenses,  such  as  acccxntrig  and  legal  services. 

Fmance- 

fnandal  interpretation,  property  management  other  fiscal  matters. 
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Church's 

difficulty 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

MIAMI — United  Methodists 
have  a  habit  of  responding  gen¬ 
erously  to  disaster  emergency 
projects  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM- 
COR),  so  much  so  that  they 
gave  some  $10  million  in  1993 
for  Midwest  flood  relief  alone. 

Yet  United  Methodists  have 
not  been  so  generous  in  their 
support  of  the  staff  that  helps 
UMCOR  run,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  staff  has  helped  co¬ 
ordinate  massive  relief  efforts 
in  three  catastrophic  disasters 
in  the  United  States  in  the  past 
18  months — Hurricane  An¬ 
drew,  the  Midwest  floods  and 
the  California  earthquake — and 
some  400  relief  projects  around 
the  world. 

UMCOR  head  Ken  Lutgen 
told  the  UMCOR  directors’ 
meeting  in  Miami  recently  that 
stagnant  giving  for  administra¬ 
tive  purposes  and  increased  taxes 
and  health  insurance  have  made 
it  necessary  to  eliminate  two  po¬ 
sitions  from  the  10-member  ex¬ 
ecutive  staff.  In  addition, 
UMCOR  has  a  support  staff  of 


relief  agency  faces 
in  its  own  financing 


eight. 

Assistant  General  Secretary 
Kelly  Miller  and  Project  Officer 
Roberta  Jones  are  the  two  exec¬ 
utive  staff  members  whose  posi¬ 
tions  were  eliminated. 

In  addition,  a  reorganized 
UMCOR  will  share  space,  tech¬ 
nology  and  administrative  re¬ 
sponsibilities  with  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Division  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  Mr.  Lutgen 
said. 

According  to  Mr.  Lutgen,  the 
reorganization  will  save 
$300,000  in  administrative 
costs. 

Why  would  a  relief  organiza¬ 
tion  whose  efforts  command  a 
generous  outpouring  of  dona¬ 
tions  find  itself  in  economic 
straits? 

In  an  interview  with  the  Re¬ 
porter,  Mr.  Lutgen  said  that  all 
money  donated  for  specific  re¬ 
lief  projects  such  as  the  Califor¬ 
nia  earthquake  go  directly  for 
that  project.  No  project  monies 
are  used  for  administration. 

Administrative  funds  for  UM¬ 
COR  are  raised  through  undesig¬ 
nated  giving  and  through  the 


United  Methodist  portion  of  the 
annual,  interdenominational 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing,  he 
said. 

In  addition,  UMCOR  earns 
interest  on  its  cash  flow. 

“Undesignated  dollars  are  dry¬ 
ing  up,”  he  said.  “These  are  the 
dollars  that  help  the  project  dol¬ 
lars  get  where  they’re  intended  to 
go. 

“One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
is  the  main  place  we  get  admin¬ 
istrative  funding,  but  those  do¬ 
nations  have  actually  dropped 
in  the  last  few  years  at  a  time 
when  expenses  are  rising.” 

In  1990,  he  said,  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing,  which  is  devot¬ 
ed  entirely  to  UMCOR,  garnered 
$3.34  million.  In  1 99 1 ,  he  said,  it 
dropped  to  $2.88  million  but 
rose  slightly  in  the  next  two 
years,  hitting  some  $3  million  in 
1993. 

Mr.  Lutgen  said  there  is  a 
misconception  that  World  Ser¬ 
vice  dollars  support  UMCOR 
but,  in  fact,  UMCOR  gets  no 
money  from  World  Service. 
World  Service  is  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  basic  general  program 
fund. 


CLASSIFIED 


words.  Blind  ads  S20.00  plus 


7e  fo 
10.81 


tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 


call  (610)  696-2663. 
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ministry.  Send  application  and  resume  by  April  1 1, 
1994  to  Dr.  Leighton  Farrell  at  the  church  address. 


conference.  Position  opens  May  1,  199' 
in  administration,  marketing,  and  programming. 
Send  resume  and  references  to:  Rev.  Rex  Hen¬ 
drix,  Camping  Coordinator,  P.O.  Box  515,  Bloo- 
mington,  LL61702-  (309)  828-5092. 


FULL-TIME  POSITION:  DIRECTOR  OF 
Christian  Education,  Age  Level  Ministries,  and 
Evangelism.  900-member  reconciling  congrega¬ 
tion  in  a  university  community.  Contact:  Julie 
Willis,  Search  Committee  Coordinator,  (503) 
753-1046,  or  write  to:  Search  Committee,  Cor¬ 
vallis  First  UMC,  1165  NW  Monroe,  Corvallis, 
OR  97330. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  10-15  hours/week. 
Church  Organist,  5-7  hours/week.  Both  posi¬ 
tions  require  3  years  experience  and  BA  degree. 
Send  resume:  Personnel,  Wesley  UMC,  21  E. 
Franklin  Ave.,  Naperville,  IL  60540. 


SEEKING  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  1200+  mem¬ 
ber  UMC  seeks  Youth  Director  to  continue  and 
expand  established  program.  Position  available 
Summer,  1994.  City  of  26, 000  across  from  Ev¬ 
ansville,  IN.  Degree  in  related  field  required. 
Send  confidential  resume  and  salary  require¬ 
ments  to:  Search  Committee,  First  UMC.  Box 
492,  Henderson.  KY  42420.  (502)  827-9831.  All 
resumes  will  be  promptly  acknowledged. 


ACCEPTING  RESUMES  FOR  DIRECTOR 
Youth  Minister.  950-member  congregation.  Sal¬ 
ary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  First  United 
Methodist,  1001  W.  7th  St.,  Plainview,  TX 
79072,  attention:  Debbie  Price. 


BOOKKEEPER  WANTED.  Computer  experi¬ 

ence  required.  Salary  $18,540  plus  benefits.  Be¬ 
gin  April  1,  1994.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  George 
W.  McCoy,  Lakewood  United  Methodist 
Church.  1922  Topf  Road,  North  Little  Rock,  AR 
72116.  (501)  753-6186  or  fax  (501)  753-9009. 


EVIDENCES:  THE  RECORD  AND  THE 

Flood.  This  40-minute  video  offers  surprising 
new  geologic  evidence  that  supports  the  Genesis 
story.  Additional  information  write:  Lanford 
Education  &  Development,  Box  292768,  Dept. 
C,  Dayton,  OH  45429. 


SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Music 

1  Ministries  who  can  provide  musical  and  spiritu¬ 
al  leadership  for  an  active  1 300-member  congre- 
gation.  Responsibilities:  supervision  and 
direction  of  a  broad  music  program.  Salary:  ne¬ 
gotiable  to  high  S30’s.  Send  resume,  tape,  and 
references  to:  Search  Committee,  Western  Hills 
United  Methodist  Church,  524  Thunderbird,  El 
Paso,  TX  79912.(915)584-2133. 

BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR.  1300-member 
church.  Salary  negotiable.  Must  be  available  by 
May  1.  Send  resume:  St.  Paul  UMC,  4317  1-40 
West,  Amarillo,  TX  79 1 06.  (806)  352-56 1 5. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF 
Youth  Ministries  and/or  full-time  Director  of 
Youth/Children’s  Ministries.  Salary/benefits 
commensurate  with  education  and  experience. 
Seeking  lay  or  clergy  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Send  resume  and/or  request 
for  job  description  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  1126,  Atlanta,  TX  75551  or 
call  (903)  797-8247.  Attention:  Rev.  Tommy 
Lyles. 

LARGE  MEMBERSHIP  UMC  IN  SOUTH  Mis¬ 
sissippi  university  city  of  50,000  seeking  full¬ 
time  Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  Salary 
-  negotiable  depending  on  experience.  Contact: 
Rev.  James  Price  (601 )  582-5557. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  a 
vibrant,  growing,  1000-member  congregation. 
Full  or  part-time  position  working  with  youth 
and  their  families.  Ministry  and  volunteer  coor¬ 
dination  for  Sunday  School,  youth  group  and 
special  programs.  Prefer  BA  with  related  major 
and  2  years  youth  experience  on  a  church  staff. 

-  Please  send  a  resume  to:  Trinity  United  Method- 
ist  Church,  Youth  Ministry  Search  Committee, 

90 1  E.  Neal,  Salina,  KS  6740 1 . 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smo- 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week, 
$625  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627- 
9507. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym¬ 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  ship¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573.  J 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac- 

cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358.- 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 

First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  1 1:00 
a.m.  (504)488-0856. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 

$$$.  Catalog  $1 .  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt„  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-121 1.  (Accredited). 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY.  Begin¬ 

ning  June  1,  full-time  position  in  growing  church 
of  1 500  members,  on  eastern  edge  of  Houston. 

Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Bryan  Brown.  1 300  E.  1 3th, 

Deer  Park.  TX  77536.  ! 

Top-level  delegation  supporting 
Burundi  bishop's  return  home 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

A  delegation  of  top-level  United 
Methodists  was  scheduled  to  visit 
Burundi  this  week  to  show  denomi¬ 
national  support  for  Bishop  J.  Al¬ 
fred  Ndoricimpa. 

As  head  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Burundi  and  president  of 
the  Burundi  Christian  Council, 
Bishop  Ndoricimpa  has  been  in  ex¬ 
ile  in  this  country  since  October, 
following  the  overthrow  of  the  Bu¬ 
rundi  government. 

United  Methodist  Bishops  David 
J.  Lawson  (Illinois  Area)  and 
Walter  Kaliber  (Germany  Area) 
were  scheduled  to  meet  in  Central 
Africa  Feb.  27,  then  travel  together 
to  Bujumbura,  Burundi. 

Scheduled  to  accompany  them 
was  Doreen  Tilghman,  head  of  Afri¬ 
ca,  Europe  and  Middle  East  mis¬ 
sions  for  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
delegation  is  expected  to  return 
home  (U.S.  and  Germany)  around 
March  5. 

According  to  Mrs.  Tilghman,  the 
emergency  trip  is  being  made  at  the 
request  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  to  provide  pro¬ 
tection  for  their  African  colleague. 

“Members  of  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  had  planned  to  travel  with  Bish¬ 
op  Ndoricimpa  when  he  left  the 
country  in  February,”  said  Ms. 
Tilghman,  “but  the  bishops  decided 
that  it  will  show  a  bigger  statement 
of  support  if  we  came  after  he  ar¬ 
rives  back  home.  They  wanted  to 
show  that  they  were  checking  to  see 
that  the  bishop  arrived  safely  and  to 
show  that  the  eyes  of  the  world¬ 
wide  United  Methodist  Church  are 


on  that  country.” 

Ms.  Tilghman  added  that  Global 
Ministries  officials  were  worried 
about  the  safety  of  the  African  bishop 
when  he  returned  to  his  home  coun¬ 
try.  Open  attacks  by  members  of  the 
majority  Tutsi  tribes  were  being  made 
on  members  of  the  Hutu  tribe,  even 
in  the  capital  city  of  Bujumbura. 

Subsequently,  Global  Ministries 
staff  contacted  the  U.S.  State  De¬ 
partment  and  advocacy  groups  such 
as  Amnesty  International  and  Afri¬ 
ca  Watch  to  insure  that  the  church 
leader  would  come  to  no  harm. 

Ms.  Tilghman  told  the  Reporter 
that  an  international  peacekeeping 


force  from  the  Organization  of  Afri¬ 
can  Unity  was  reported  to  have  ar¬ 
rived  in  Burundi  at  the  end  of 
February  to  curb  some  violence. 
However,  the  streets  of  the  country 
were  still  reported  as  very  dangerous. 

She  speculated  that  Bishop  Ndor¬ 
icimpa  would  not  be  able  to  go  back 
safely  to  his  hometown  of  Gitega 
for  some  time. 

“I’ve  traveled  to  the  Middle  East, 
to  Cambodia,  all  over  the  world,” 
said  Ms.  Tilghman.  “But  this  is  one 
time  that  I’m  really  concerned 
about  visiting  a  foreign  country. 

“Continue  to  pray  for  the  bishop 
and  Burundi.” 


Repubiic  ffTBurundi  | — 
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Churchwide  periodical  explored 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.— Staff  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
chief  coordinating  agency  got  the 
go-ahead  recently  to  initiate  talks 
on  starting  a  new  churchwide  pe¬ 
riodical. 

Also  authorized  at  a  meeting  of 
the  denomination’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries  executive 
committee  were  interagency  con¬ 
sultations  on  the  financial  woes 
of  an  existing  program  journal 
and  on  a  proposed  youth  devo¬ 
tional  magazine. 

An  advisory  committee  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications 
(UMCom)  recently  proposed  that 
three  agencies— UMCom,  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  and 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing 


United  Methodism's  monthly  Together  magazine, 
which  thrived  in  the  1950s  and  60s,  folded  in  1973. 
A  short-lived,  smaller-format  successor,  United 
Methodists  Today,  closed  in  1975. 


House — explore  the  feasibility  of 
starting  a  general  periodical  “tar¬ 
geted  to  all  members  of  the 
church.” 

Church  rules  require  church¬ 
wide  agencies  planning  to  start 
new  periodicals  to  secure  approval 
of  the  council  or  of  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  church’s  quadrennial 
legislative  assembly. 

United  Methodism’s  monthly 
Together  magazine,  which 
thrived  in  the  1950s  and  60s, 
folded  in  1973.  A  short-lived, 


smaller-format  successor,  United 
Methodists  Today,  closed  in 
1975.  Since  then,  the  denomina¬ 
tion  has  had  no  churchwide  gen¬ 
eral-interest  periodical. 

The  most  widely  circulated 
news  publication  in  the  church  is 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter , 
owned  by  the  church’s  seven  re¬ 
gional  annual  conferences  in 
Texas  and  New  Mexico. 

With  a  combined  circulation 
of  more  than  400,000,  it  publish¬ 
es  weekly,  biweekly  and  monthly 
newspapers. 
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Countering  society's  consumerism  is 
the  goal  of  group's  new  worship  book 


United  Methodist  News  Service 


Prayers  and  litanies,  stories  and 
sermon  illustrations,  and  original  songs 
are  being  sought  for  a  new  worship 
book  produced  by  "Alternatives." 


A  group  that  has  outlined  steps  to  A-, 
simpler,  less  commercial  Christmas 
celebrations  is  compiling  a  supple¬ 
mental  worship  book  for  Christians 
who  are  seeking  to  overcome  “the 
power  of  television  and  the  con¬ 
sumer  society”  throughout  the  rest 
of  the  year. 

Prayers  and  litanies,  stories  and 
sermon  illustrations  and  original 
songs  are  being  sought  for  a  new 
worship  book  produced  by  “Alter¬ 
natives.” 

The  Georgia-based  group  of  that 
name  develops  resources  intended 
to  teach  Christians  to  live  more 
simply  and  meaningfully. 

Slated  for  release  in  late  1 994,  the 


worship  book  will  include  prayers 
and  liturgies  for  standard  Christian 
observances  such  as  Christmas, 
Lent  and  Easter. 

Editors  at  “Alternatives”  are  also 
soliciting  resources  from  ethnic-mi¬ 
nority  and  international  perspec¬ 
tives  and  inspirational  stories  in 


which  people  demonstrate  their 
Christian  commitment  by  reaching 
out  to  others  in  need.  Deadline  for 
submissions  is  April  1 . 

Heidi  Roy,  the  project’s  editor, 
said  planners  hope  to  use  gender-in¬ 
clusive  language  throughout  the 
book. 


Project  director  Karl  D.  Lehman 
said  this  resource  is  intended  to  be 
used  by  worship  leaders,  pastors 
and  small  groups  to  help  bring  the 
philosophy  of  more  simple  living 
and  giving  to  others  into  the  wor¬ 
ship  arena. 

Mr.  Lehman  suggests  that,  rather 
than  competing  with  denomination¬ 
al  books  like  the  United  Methodist 
Hymnal,  the  “Alternatives”  piece 
be  used  as  a  supplement. 

Like  the  “Alternative”  resource, 
“Whose  Birthday  Is  It,  Anyway?” 
on  taking  commercialism  out  of 
Christmas,  the  new  worship  book 
will  draw  on  biblical  themes,  per¬ 
sonal  stories  of  faith  and  creative 
liturgies  and  worship  activities. 


Monks'  CD  of  Gregorian  chants 
makes  charts  on  the  way  to  platinum 

The  CD  captured  the  No.  1  spot  on  the  Spanish 
album  charts  for  five  weeks  in  a  row  and  sold  over 
250,000  copies — earning  the  monks  a  platinum 
record  in  the  classical  category. 


By  MICHAEL  J.  PAQUETTE 

Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Forget  the  “Fab 
Four.”  Move  over  Michael  Jackson! 
Madonna  who?  This  spring,  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  hottest  music  sensation  could 
be  a  Spanish  order  of  Benedictine 
monks. 

Following  their  astonishing  climb 
to  the  top  of  Spain’s  pop  charts  this 
winter,  the  monks  of  Santo  Domin¬ 
go  De  Silos  are  set  to  release  a  re¬ 
packaged  version  of  their  CD  in  the 
United  States  this  March  with  An¬ 
gel  Records. 

And  just  what  is  the  monks’  mu¬ 
sical  forte?  Gregorian  Chant,  of 
course — the  traditional  music  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  liturgy,  sung  in 
Latin. 

The  20-monk  choir  has  released 
four  recordings  since  1972.  But  no 
one  anticipated  the  huge  success  of 
their  latest  venture,  “The  Best  Works 
of  Gregorian  Chant  By  The  Monks 
of  Santo  Domingo  De  Silos  Abbey.” 

Went  platinum 

Released  in  December,  the  dou¬ 
ble  CD  captured  the  No.  1  spot  on 
the  Spanish  album  charts  for  five 
weeks  in  a  row  and  sold  over 
250,000  copies — earning  the  monks 
a  platinum  record  in  the  classical 
category. 

Gregorian  Chant,  also  known  as 
plainsong,  consists  of  a  single  melo¬ 
dy  without  accompaniment  or  har¬ 
monizing  parts.  The  name  is  a 
reference  to  Pope  Gregory  I  (590- 
604),  who  is  believed  to  have  en¬ 
couraged  development  of  the  chant 
in  its  early  years. 

Steve  Murphy,  president  of  Angel 
Records,  predicted  in  a  recent  inter¬ 
view  that  the  repackaged  U.S.  single 
CD,  “Chant,”  will  also  become  an 
enormous  success  and  even  outsell 
the  Spanish  release. 

And,  thanks  to  Angel,  a  slick  Mad¬ 
ison  Avenue  marketing  strategy 
could  mold  the  monastics  into  the 
most  popular  religious  musicians 
since  the  Singing  Nun  in  the  1960s. 

During  a  recent  music  industry 


promotional  campaign,  Mr.  Mur¬ 
phy  said  Angel  will  send  reviewers 
complimentary  copies  of  “Chant” 
along  with  brown-hooded  sweat¬ 
shirts — spoofing  a  monk’s  cowl. 

In  April  Angel  plans  to  unleash  a 
massive  national  advertising  cam¬ 
paign  including  a  blitz  of  30-second 
cable  TV  ads. 

The  record  company  has  yet  to 
determine  which  cable  networks 
will  carry  the  ads.  But  Mr.  Murphy 
mentioned  VH-1,  an  all-music  vid¬ 
eo  network  which  caters  to  youths, 
as  a  strong  possibility. 

Defining  a  target  audience  has 
been  difficult  for  Angel  because  the 
monks’  appeal  seems  to  defy  age  de¬ 
mographics.  But,  since  60  percent 
of  Spain’s  CD  sales  came  from  the 
16-25  age  group,  American  market¬ 
ing  efforts  will  be  geared  primarily 
to  a  younger  crowd. 

One  upcoming  ad  depicts  a  major 
world  conflict.  Abruptly,  the  brutal 
image  is  replaced  with  the  tranquil¬ 
lity  of  the  monks’  remote  1 1  th-cen- 
tury  monastery  located  high  atop 
the  plains  of  north  central  Spain. 
Then  the  chanting  begins. 

“In  a  world  full  of  natural  and 
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human  disasters,  this  album  seems 
to  give  people  a  little  peace,  a  little 
hope,  something  to  grab  on  to  and 
help  them  through  the  day,”  Mr. 
Murphy  said 

Young  people's  needs 

He  theorized  that  the  monks’ 
chanting  taps  into  young  peoples’ 
spiritual  need,  a  need  unmet  any¬ 
where  else  in  contemporary  music. 

“I  think  that  with  most  people, 
especially  young  people,  there  has 
always  been  an  interest  in  and  a 
need  for  uplifting  music — religious 
in  source  and  ethereal  in  presenta¬ 
tion.  Happenstance  has  provided  us 
with  this  record,  and  the  youths  are 
just  waiting  for  it.” 

But  Angel  is  not  counting  solely 
on  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
young  to  make  “Chant”  their  num¬ 
ber  one  best-seller. 

“Everyone  feels  good  about  this 
CD  succeeding,”  Mr.  Murphy  said. 

After  all,  this  is  not  just  another 
bunch  of  highly  paid,  self-centered, 
self-promoting,  spoiled  pop  stars. 

Mr.  Murphy  puts  it  simply:  “The 
monks  are  such  good  people.” 


Radio  ministry 
is  new  heart 
of  Christian 
broadcasting 

By  MARK  O'KEEFE 

Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON — Operation  Res¬ 
cue  founder  Randall  Terry  and  doz¬ 
ens  of  other  Bible-quoting  Rush 
Limbaugh  wannabes  may  be  giving  a 
big  “amen”  to  President  Bill  Clinton. 

As  about  20  people  recently 
watched  Terry’s  radio  show,  “Ran¬ 
dall  Terry  Live,”  from  the  conven¬ 
tion  floor  of  the  National  Religious 
Broadcasters  Association  meeting  in 
Washington,  one  man  stepped  up  to 
a  hand-held  microphone  and  said  of 
President  Clinton: 

“He  created  more  interest  in  na¬ 
tional  Christian  radio  than  any  other 
president  in  history.” 

The  conservative  backlash  against 
President  Clinton’s  liberal  social 
agenda  is  one  reason  Christian  radio 
is  hot. 

Radio  is  also  inexpensive,  immedi¬ 
ate  and  influential,  able  to  light  up 
Capitol  Hill  and  statehouse  switch¬ 
boards  within  minutes. 

Christian  radio  is  the  third  most 
common  radio  format  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  trailing  only  country  and  adult 
contemporary  music,  according  to 
the  M  Street  Journal,  which  moni¬ 
tors  the  radio  industry. 

Since  President  Clinton  took  of¬ 
fice,  the  number  of  religious  televi¬ 
sion  stations  has  dropped  2  percent, 
to  274.  But  religious  radio  has 
shown  an  1 1  percent  increase,  to 
1,566  stations,  according  to  the  Di¬ 
rectory  of  Religious  Media. 

Since  1980,  it  has  grown  33  per¬ 
cent.  Since  1970,  it’s  up  422  percent. 

Not  all  stations  and  their  pro¬ 
grams  are  political.  Many  try  to  in¬ 
spire  with  music  and  traditional 
Bible  teachings. 

The  king  of  Christian  talk  radio  is 
psychologist  James  Dobson  of  “Fo¬ 
cus  on  the  Family.”  His  daily  show 
is  carried  around  the  world  by  more 
than  4,000  stations. 

When  his  show  began  in  1977,  Dr. 
Dobson  was  like  a  Christian  Dr.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Spock,  concentrating  almost 
exclusively  on  child-rearing  issues. 

While  he  still  deals  with  those  is¬ 
sues,  he  has  increasingly  added  po¬ 
litical  causes  to  his  agenda. 

For  example,  in  recent  weeks  Dr. 
Dobson  has  devoted  five  shows  to 
toughening  child  pornography  laws. 
He  has  alleged  that  Attorney  General 
Janet  Reno’s  proposed  modification 
of  the  laws  would  allow  sexually  sug¬ 
gestive  poses  of  clothed  children. 

“God  will  not  hold  blameless  a 
nation  that  abuses  its  children  that 
way,”  Dr.  Dobson  said  recently  in 
an  hour-long  speech  to  his  fellow 
broadcasters. 

Dr.  Dobson  receives  up  to  50,000 
letters  a  week,  and  millions  hear  his 
message. 
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Jesuits  in  Ireland  long  thought  that  this  painting  was  created  by  the 
Dutch  painter  Gerrit  van  Honthorst  and  called  “The  Beheading  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist."  Much  to  their  happy  surprise,  they  were 
wrong  (see  accopanying  story). 


Religious  painting's  recent 
discovery  solves  a  mystery 


By  JOHN  J.  DUNNE 

The  recent  discovery  and  identifi¬ 
cation  of  Caravaggio’s  long-lost  “The 
Taking  of  Christ”  in  Dublin  is  one  of 
the  most  fascinating  accounts  of 
painstaking  and  imaginative  detec¬ 
tive  work  to  gladden  the  internation¬ 
al  art  world  in  many  decades. 

It  is  an  artistic  triumph  set  to  an 
Agatha  Christie  scenario. 

It  began  on  an  August  day  in 
1990  when  the  assistant  director  of 
Ireland’s  National  Gallery,  Brian 
Kennedy,  accompanied  by  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  art  expert,  Sergio  Bene- 
detti,  walked  a  couple  of  blocks 
from  the  gallery  to  inspect  some 
paintings  in  a  Jesuit  House  of  Stud¬ 
ies  in  nearby  Leeson  Street. 

Prominent  among  these  was  a 
picture  ascribed  to  the  Dutch  paint¬ 
er  Gerrit  van  Honthorst,  famous  for 
his  “The  Beheading  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist.” 

Growing  suspicion 

Mr.  Benedetti  had  not  studied  the 
so-called  Honthorst  painting  for 
long  before  he  had  a  growing  suspi¬ 
cion  of  its  true  identity. 

Beneath  the  dirt  and  grime  of  years 
he  suspected  from  the  composition 
that,  incredible  though  it  seemed,  the 
artist  might  be  Caravaggio  and  that 
the  work  might  be  his  long-lost  “The 
Taking  of  Christ.” 

Caravaggio  got  his  name  from  the 
village  near  Milan  where  he  was 
bom  in  1573. 

His  real  name  was  Michaelangelo 
Merisi,  and  he  was  acknowledged 
for  his  high  sense  of  realism.  His 
“Supper  at  Emmaus”  is  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gallery  in  London,  his 
“Death  of  the  Virgin”  in  the  Louvre 
in  Paris. 

Many  copies  of  his  “Taking  of 
Christ”  are  known  to  exist,  and  Ser¬ 
gio  Benedetti  realized  that  one  of 
these  possibly  could  have  found  its 
way  to  Dublin.  Yet,  the  wildly  ex¬ 
citing  alternative  spurred  his  quest. 

Mr.  Benedetti’s  first  suspicions 
were  encouraged  when  early  careful 
repairs  and  cleaning  revealed  the 
canvas  to  be  the  work  of  a  major 
artist,  not  a  copy. 

For  instance,  the  cleaning  process 
revealed  smudges  that  showed  that 
the  painter  was  thinking  it  out  as  he 
went  along  and,  on  occasion,  chang¬ 
ing  his  mind  by  perhaps  altering  the 
length  of  a  finger  or  altering  the  fold 
of  a  robe.  The  copyist  would  simply 
repeat  what  was  there. 

Where  had  “The  Taking  of 
Christ”  come  from?  The  first  step 
was  easy.  The  painting  had  been 
presented  to  the  Jesuit  Fathers  at 
Leeson  Street  by  a  well-known  Dub¬ 
lin  pediatrician,  Lee  Wilson.  She 


Mr.  Benedetti  had  not 
studied  the  so-called 
Honthorst  painting  for 
long  before  he  had  a 
growing  suspicion  of  its 
true  identity. 


died  in  1971  at  age  93. 

That  avenue  of  investigation  pre-  - 
sented  Mr.  Benedetti  with  a  stone 
wall.  His  alternative  field  of  investi¬ 
gation  was  to  find  out  how  it  got  to 
Dublin.  He  decided  to  begin  his 
search  at  the  other  end  of  the  trail. 

In  Italy,  he  followed  the  painter’s 
own  pathway.  Caravaggio  moved 
from  his  native  village  to  Rome  in 
1592  when  he  was  19.  By  the  turn 
of  the  century  he  had  many  patrons, 
including  the  influential  Cardinal  £ 
del  Monte. 

A  family  of  three  wealthy  broth¬ 
ers  also  commissioned  work  from 
him  and  soon  became  his  principal 
patrons.  He  was  given  a  studio  in 
their  palace  on  the  outskirts  of 
Rome,  and  it  was  there  that  he 
painted  “The  Last  Supper,”  “Saint 
John  the  Baptist” — and  “The  Tak¬ 
ing.  of  ChrisL”  Towards  the  end  of 
the  18th  century,  however,  the  fam¬ 
ily  fortunes  declined  and  their  art 
collection  was  auctioned. 

At  this  stage  there  was  some  con¬ 
fusion  of  labels  on  the  paintings  and 
“The  Taking  of  Christ,”  with  other 
canvases  from  the  collection,  was 
sold  under  a  different  artist’s  name 
to  a  Scot,  William  Hamilton  Nisbet. 

The  paintings  were  duly  brought 
to  Scotland  and  installed  in  Nisbet’s 
home,  Biel  House,  north  of  Edin¬ 
burgh. 

Eight  guineas 

When  the  contents  of  Biel  House  - 
were  auctioned  in  1920  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  the  unrecognized  Caravaggio 
was  sold  to  the  highest  bidder — for  - 
eight  guineas! 

It  was  now  Mr.  Benedetti’s  task 
to  trace  the  Edinburgh-Dublin  link. 

A  diligent  and  lengthy  search 
through  the  archives  of  the  Nisbet 
family  and  the  files  of  the  Scottish 
Office  in  Edinburgh  revealed  the 
fact  that  the  nameplate  on  the  Dub¬ 
lin  painting  bears  identical  mis¬ 
spellings  to  those  on  the  Edinburgh 
nameplates. 

When  it  appeared  that  “The  Tak¬ 
ing  of  Christ”  frame  was  identical, 
too,  to  the  frames  on  the  rest  of  the 
Nisbet  pictures,  which  were  fitted 
specially  by  the  Nisbet  family  short¬ 
ly  after  they  purchased  the  collec¬ 
tion  at  the  Rome  auction,  the  circle 
was  closed. 


Sing  this  hymn  with  gusto! 


Sing  with  all  the  saints  in  glory. 

Sing  the  resurrection  song ! 

Death  and  sorrow,  earth ’s  dark 
story, 

To  the  former  days  belong. 

All  around  the  clouds  are  breaking, 
Soon  the  storms  of  time  shall  cease; 
In  God  s  likeness  we,  awaking. 

Know  the  everlasting  peace. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Based  on  1  Corinthians  15:20; 
the  hymn  sings  of  the  reality  of  eter¬ 
nal  life  provided  by  Christ’s  death 
and  resurrection. 

Educated  at  Queen’s  College  Ox¬ 
ford,  William  J.  Irons,  Anglican  cler¬ 
gyman,  began  writing  hymns  as  a 
young  man  and  continued  throughout 
his  life.  Many  were  first  published  as 
leaflets  and,  later,  were  included  in 
one  of  his  several  collections. 

He  was  ordained  in  the  Church  of 
England  in  1835  and  served  several 
churches,  including  St.  Mary-Wool- 
noth  and  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  At 


History 
of  Hymns 

St.  Mary-Woolnoth  he  followed  : 
John  Newton,  a  close  friend  of  • 
Irons’s  father. 

“Sing  with  all  the  saints  in  glory”  . 
was  included  in  Irons’s  Psalms  and  : 
Hymns  of  the  Church.  1873.  He 
sought  in  this  collection  to  provide 
special  hymns  on  the  Collects,  Epis¬ 
tles  and  Gospels  for  Advent,  Lent 
and  church  festivals. 

The  hymn  has  appeared  in  Meth-  ; 
odist  hymnals  in  the  United  States 
since  1878,  but,  strangely,  has  not  j 
been  used  in  other  hymnals  in  the  i 
United  States. 

The  association  of  the  hymn  with 
Beethoven’s  “Hymn  to  Joy”  may 
explain  the  longevity  of  the  hymn.  . 
Singing  the  hymn  with  this  tune  can 
be  a  thrilling  experience  for  any 
congregation.  Sing  it  with  gusto! 
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CAMP  DAY 

March  20,  1994 


THE  EXPERIENCE 
THE  TRADITION 

The  camping  program  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  has  been 
touching  hearts  and  lives  for  more  than  50  years.  Do  you  remember 
your  times  at  camp?  Today,  our  camps  (Caney  Centre  at  Minden, 
Istrouma  at  Greenwell  Springs  and  Uskichitto  at  LeBlanc)  are  alive  and 
well;  a  refuge  from  the  world  where  lasting  friendships  and  memories 
are  made.  And  while  the  history  of  our  camping  program  brings  glory 
and  honor  to  our  Lord,  God  is  inspiring  a  vision  for  our  future. 

With  God's  help,  it  is  our  hope  that  the  camping  program  and 
facilities  in  our  conference  will  be  expanded  and  enhanced  to  more 
effectively  accommodate  the  needs  of  the  people  of  our  conference. 
The  goal  is  to  provide  a  natural  setting  where  groups  can  retreat  from 
the  routine  of  everyday  life  with  a  variety  of  activities  at  all  of  our 
camps,  and  offer  an  environment  for  Christian  spiritual  enrichment. 
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USKICHITTO 
Retreat  Center 


1994  LOUISIANA  SUMMER  CAMPING  AT  A  GLANCE 

June  17-19  First  Timers  (Caney  -  completed  grade  2  or  3) 

June  19-24  Camp  Meeting  (Uskichitto  -  for  all  ages) 


June  20-24  Senior  High  (Istrouma  -  completed  grade  9-12) 

Junior  High  I  (Caney  -  completed  grade  6-8) 


June  27  -  July  1  Older  Elementary  I  (Caney  -  completed  grade  4  or  5) 

Middle  Elementary  I  (Istrouma  -  completed  grade  2  or  3) 
Elementary  (Uskichitto  -  completed  4  or  5) 


July  6-10  LAMP  (Louisiana  Local  Aid  Mission  Project) 

(Uskichitto  -  completed  grades  7-12) 


July  7-10  Senior  High  (Caney  -  completed  grade  9-12) 


July  11-13  First  Timers  (Uskichitto  -  completed  grade  3  only) 


July  11-15  Junior  High  I  (Istrouma  -  completed  grade  6-8) 

Junior  High  II  (Caney  -  completed  grade  6-8) 


July  18-22  Junior  High  (Uskichitto  -  completed  grade  6-8) 

Older  Elementary  II  (Istrouma  -  completed  grade  4  or  5) 


July  25-29  Middle  Elementary  II  (Istrouma  -  completed  grade  2  or  3) 


August  1-5  Junior  High  II  (Istrouma  -  completed  grade  6-8) 

Older  Elementary  II  (Caney-completed  grade  4  or  5) 


August  8-12  Older  Elementary  II  (Istrouma  -  completed  grade  4  or  5) 
September  2-5  Labor  Day  Family  Camp  (Uskichitto  -  for  all  ages) 
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'Words' 


I  recently  visited  with  a  lay  person  about  her  pas¬ 
tor.  Because  I  know  this  lay  person  well  and  know 
her  to  be  a  sensitive,  caring  and  mature  Christian,  I 
was  especially  interested  in  her  statement. 

She  said  after  a  moment  of  reflection,  “Bishop, 
thank  you  for  our  preacher.  He  visits  regularly, 
has  a  gift  for  administration  and  our  church  is  well 
organized.”  Bishop  oden 

Then  there  was  a  pause,  “But  Bishop,  we  must  be  doing  something 
wrong,  because  he  simply  does  not  have  time  to  prepare  his  sermons.  In 
fact,  he  not  only  reads  them  but  sometimes  even  leaves  the  printed  pam¬ 
phlet  or  copied  pages  from  the  book  that  he  reads  from  as  his  sermon.” 

“Without  even  knowing  this,  you  soon  become  aware  that  what  he 
says  in  his  sermons  does  not  come  from  the  inner  fire  of  his  life.” 

I  reflected  on  those  words  long  and  hard.  Preaching,  if  nothing  else, 
should  be  an  outgrowth  of  the  inner  fire  of  faith.  Whether  the  preacher 
uses  a  manuscript  (which  many  use  effectively)  or  preaches  without 
notes  is  not  the  issue. 

There  is  no  doubt.  Most  worshippers  (including  myself)  would  rather 
hear  a  briefer  sermon  in  which  the  pastor  wrestles  with  a  scripture  as  it 
relates  to  her  or  his  life  than  to  hear  a  well-polished  reading  that  has 
not  come  from  the  deep  well  of  ones  own  struggle  with  faith  and  disci- 
pleship. 

More  and  more  I  am  convinced  that  ministry  has  as  its  foundation  a 
personal  faith  which  is  lived  out  before  it  is  witnessed  to.  This  means 
that  a  pastor’s  preaching  is  an  extension  of  the  pastor’s  personal  faith. 

I  would  encourage  all  our  pastors  to  see  their  basic  function  being  to 
lead  the  congregation  in  celebrative,  meaningful,  alive  worship  and  to 
lead  the  small  groups  in  the  church  which  wrestle  with  the  relationship 
of  scripture  to  our  faith  in  a  fast-changing  world.  Beyond  that,  all  else, 
while  important,  is  add-on. 

David  Buttrick,  in  his  classic  book  on  preaching,  HOMILETIC, 
says  preaching  is  not  just  ABOUT  Christ  but  also  IN  Christ.  Precise¬ 
ly!  If  our  preaching  is  not  grounded  in  everyday  faith-journey,  then  our 
congregation  will  sing  with  Eliza  Doolittle,  in  MY  FAIR  LADY, 
“Words!  Words!  Words!  I’m  so  sick  of  words.” 


One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
facilitates  UMCOR  response 
in  Louisiana  and  elsewhere 


The  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

offering  to  be  collected  in  local 
churches  Sunday,  March  13,  pro¬ 
vides  major  support  for  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR).  It  helps  United  Meth¬ 
odists  share  the  goodness  of  life 
with  persons 


lam 
about  io 
do  a 

new  tiling: 
now  it 

springs  forth, 
do  gou  not 
perceive  it? 


who  hurt. 

Anyone  who 
has  visited  Clan¬ 
ton  Chapel  and 
Dulac  Commu¬ 
nity  Center  in 
Terrebone  Parish 
or  Sager-Brown 
Center  for  En¬ 
abling  Ministries 
in  St.  Mary  Par¬ 
ish  since  Hurri¬ 
cane  Andrew  has 
Isaiah  43:19  NRSV  seen  UMCOR 

funds  and  per¬ 
sonnel  at  work  in 
disaster  relief. 
This  work  is 
partly  supported 
by  funds  from  the  offering. 

The  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
offering  provides  funds  to  UMCOR 
so  it  can  respond  immediately  to 
needs  anywhere  in  the  world. 

Whether  the  need  results  from  an 
earthquake  in  California  or  Afghan¬ 
istan,  hurricane  in  Louisiana  or 
Florida,  political  strife  in  Armenia 
or  Bosnia,  hunger  in  the  United 


States  or  in  Africa,  or  floods  in  the 
Midwest  or  Bangladesh,  UMCOR  is 
prepared  to  respond. 

The  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
dollars  are  used  for  relief,  rehabili¬ 
tation  and  service;  refugee  resettle¬ 
ment;  to  aid  persons  suffering  from 
root  causes  of  hunger  and  to  those 
caught  in  other  distress  situations. 
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PHARR  CHAPEL  UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH 
517  FEDERAL  AVE. 
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Pharr  Chapel  UMC  of  Morgan  City,  an  Inviting  and  Nurturing  Con-  Some  southern  parish  residents  are  living  better  since  Hurricane 
gregation,  is  placing  new  signs  like  these,  ABOVE,  around  town  to  Andrew.  This  wheel-chair  accessible  home  was  built  almost  entirely 
H!3..!.11  m°re  Vlslble  to  ,hc  Public.  Rev.  Tommy  R.  Bergeron  is  with  funds  and  labor  from  volunteers.  The  couple  who  live  here 

house  and  care  for  their  grandchild  who  has  muscular  dystrophy. 


pastor. 


Rev.  Alonzo 
Campbell  and  his 
wife,  Jacqueline, 
who  adopted 
their  nine-year- 
old  son,  Kevin,  in 
June  1993,  were 
named  St.  Tam¬ 
many’s  Adoptive 
Family  of  the 
Year.  The  Camp¬ 
bells  work  with 
the  Department 
of  Social  Ser¬ 
vices  and  other 
agencies  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  adop-  „  .  ... 

tion  of  black  Kevin  with 

children.  The  Campbells  lead  by 
example. 

The  couple  is  now  involved  in 
Kevin’s  activities  including  his  soc¬ 
cer  team  and  Cub  Scout  troop.  The 
family  also  enjoys  camping,  hiking 
and  fishing  and  watching  other 
sports. 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  of 
which  Campbell  is  pastor,  is  a  meet¬ 
ing  place  to  train  prospective  adop¬ 
tion  candidates.  Another  member 
of  the  congregation,  Cheryl  Troul- 
lier,  a  single  mother  with  one  son, 
completed  the  program  recently 
and  became  certified. 

*  *  * 

Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert,  episco¬ 
pal  leader  of  the  San  Francisco/Ne¬ 
vada  Area  of  the  UMC,  along  with 
clergy  and  officials  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  participated  in  a  mort¬ 
gage-burning  on  Feb.  13.  The  cele¬ 
bration  was  held  at  historic  St. 
Peter  UMC  in  Clinton. 

Other  participants  included  Rev. 
Laurence  E.  Hall,  the  pastor;  Rev. 


Around  the  Conference 


Rev.,  Mrs.  Alonzo  Campbell 

C.  Richard  Hoffpauir,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District; 
Rev.  Wilbur  Davis,  pastor  of  St. 
Luke-Roberts  UMC,  Denham 
Springs;  Mattie  Smith,  lay  leader; 
Lenora  Pitts,  lay  speaker,  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

The  church’s  t-shaped  structure 
includes  a  sanctuary  that  seats  250 
persons,  Fellowship  Hall,  kitchen, 
pastor’s  study  and  office. 

*  *  * 

Bishop  William  Oden  preached 
during  the  morning  worship  and 
conducted  the  Consecration  Service 
for  the  new  Family  Life  Center  and 
newly  renovated  Fellowship  Hall  at 
First  UMC,  DeRidder,  on  Feb.  27. 
A  covered-dish  meal  was  part  of  the 
celebration.  The  Revs.  John  and 
Marie  Williams  are  pastors. 

*  ♦  * 

Rev.  Larry  Norman,  pastor  of 
Westlake  UMC,  will  be  director  for 
Springtime  on  the  Mountain  at  Mt. 
Sequoyah  May  2-5. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Hubbard,  superinten¬ 
dent  in  the  Mississippi  Conference 


UMC,  is  to  be  speaker.  There  will 
be  a  special  guest  appearance  by 
“Bartles  and  James,”  Rev.  Doug 
McGuire  and  Rev.  Bob  Peyton.  Reg¬ 
istration  forms  are  available  from 
district  offices.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  Norman,  318-433-8424. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Ed  DeWeese,  pastor  of 
Greensburg  UMC,  announces  that 
the  congregation  voted  to  build  a 
Fellowship  Hall.  The  2200-square 
foot  structure  will  be  connected  to 
the  Education  Building  by  a  cov¬ 
ered  walkway.  The  new  structure 
will  accommodate  the  growing 
youth  program  and  serve  as  an  all¬ 
purpose  facility  for  the  church. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Charles  Langford  is  looking 
for  a  few  good  story-tellers.  “Mis¬ 
sions  come  alive  when  they  are  per¬ 
sonalized,”  he  said.”  He  wants 
persons  with  stories  to  tell  about 
Volunteers  in  Mission  through  the 
use  of  letters,  videos,  displays  and 
personal  testimony,  to  inspire  and 
motivate  others. 

Some  of  these  are  needed  for  the 
Volunteers  in  Mission  training 
event  at  Sager-Brown  Center  for  En¬ 
abling  Ministries  April  8-10.  By 
March  23,  persons  willing  to  share 
their  stories  should  contact:  Sue 
Pugh,  Sager-Brown  Center  for  En¬ 
abling  Ministries,  P.  O.  Box  239, 
Baldwin,  LA  70514;  phone,  318- 
923-6238. 

Persons  are  also  needed  to  relate 
stories  about  supporting  missionar¬ 
ies  through  Covenant  Relation¬ 
ships.  How  has  a  church  been 
changed  by  this  ministry?  How  did 
the  congregation  get  involved?  Send 
to  or  contact:  Rev.  Charles  R.  Lang¬ 


ford,  Conference  Secretary  of  Global 
Ministries,  2727  Jackson  St.,  Alex¬ 
andria,  LA  71301;  phone,  318-443- 
5696. 

*  *  * 

Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris,  episco¬ 
pal  leader  of  the  Northwest  Texas/ 
New  Mexico  Area,  will  be  guest 
preacher  at  the  105th  anniversary 
celebration  at  St.  Mark  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  March  11-13.  He  is  to 
speak  Sunday  at  5  p.m.  The  concert 
choir  of  Southern  University  will 
perform  Friday  at  7  p.m.  at  the 
church  and  a  picnic  is  planned  for 
Saturday.  Rev.  Randall  Campbell  is 
pastor. 

Clergy  golf  tourney 
dinner  with  spouses 
slated  for  April  12 

The  10th  Annual  Clergy  Golf 
Tournament  will  be  held  Tuesday, 
April  12,  at  Santa  Maria  Golf  Club 
in  Baton  Rouge,  Dr.  H.  A  “Peter” 
Harrington  reports. 

He  invites  all  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  clergy  to  participate. 
“Prizes  will  be  offered  in  every  cat¬ 
egory,”  he  said. 

The  participating  ministers  and 
their  spouses  are  invited  to  a  dinner 
to  be  held  at  6:30  p.m.,  after  the 
tournament. 

Registration  fee  for  the  tourna¬ 
ment  is  $38  and  includes  the  eve¬ 
ning  meal  for  one.  An  additional  $8 
should  be  added  for  spouses. 

Registrations  will  be  accepted  up 
to  a  week  before  the  event.  Send  to: 
Rev.  Larry  O’Dell,  1600  Horseshoe 
Drive,  Alexandria,  LA  71301. 


Work  teams  like  this  one  from  United  Methodist  churches  in  Beau¬ 
mont,  Texas,  have  rebuilt  homes  in  the  areas  around  Dulac  Com¬ 
munity  Center/Clanton  Chapel  and  Sager-Brown  Center  for 
Enabling  Ministries.  UMCOR  funds  help  to  house  and  feed  volun¬ 
teer  workers  who  have  come  from  many  states  and  denominations. 

Sager-Brown,  Dulac  centers 
work  with  UMCOR  in  ministry 

Sager-Brown 
Center  for  En¬ 
abling  Ministries 
in  Baldwin  and 
Dulac  Commu¬ 
nity  Center  and 
Clanton  UM 
Chapel  in  Dulac, 
with  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  have 
worked  hand-in- 
hand  with  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist 
Committee  on 
Relief  (UM¬ 
COR)  in  disaster 
relief  since  the 
1992  Hurricane 
Andrew.  In  both 
areas  many  of 

the  disadvantaged  residents  now 
have  a  brighter  future. 

Sager-Brown  Center  has  directed 
volunteers  who  have  totally  rebuilt 


Shrimp  and  fishing  boats  like  those  ABOVE,  are 
seen  on  Bayou  Grand  Caillou  in  Dulac  and  on 
Bayou  Teche  in  Baldwin. 

providing  food  and  supplies  and  as¬ 
sisting  in  many  ways. 

During  a  recent  visit  there.  Con¬ 
ference  newspaper  editors  from 


-viu.uw.is  mm  ndvc  luLaiiy  reount  ierence  newspaper  euuors  irom 
14  homes,  replaced  1  1  mobile  four  states  found  a  large  UMCOR 
homes  and  restored  465  homes/  mobile  home  filled  with  volunteers 
roofs.  Other  assistance  has  also  enjoying  gumbo  and  other  food 
been  given  to  area  persons  who  during  a  lunchtime  break  from  their 
were  hurting.  The  Center  has  been  work  in  building  and  repairing. 


the  starting  point  for  4,000  volun¬ 
teers  including  305  Volunteers  in 
Mission  teams  working  on  disaster 
relief. 

Poverty,  illiteracy 

As  the  immediate  relief  needs  were 
being  met,  Sager-Brown  Center 
moved  into  Phase  II,  Refocusing. 

“We  began  to  see  certain  com¬ 
mon  elements  in  the  intense  devas¬ 
tation  of  lives  and  property  in  the 
area,”  Sarah  Schoeffler,  director, 
said.  “The  common  elements  in¬ 
cluded  severe  poverty  and  wide¬ 
spread  illiteracy  combined  to  create 
sub-standard  housing.” 

The  Center  is  now  in  Phase  III, 
Ministering.  A  result  of  the  Refo¬ 
cusing  is  a  desire  to  improve  the  un¬ 
derlying  conditions  of  residents. 
Some  of  the  future  plans  include  the 
following:  Volunteer  in  Mission 
Training  sessions,  one  of  which  is 
scheduled  for  April  8-10;  Construc¬ 
tion  Skills  Training  Program;  con¬ 
tinued  housing  rehabilitation;  Teen 
Pregnancy  Task  Force;  a  working 
farm  and  market  to  teach  agricul¬ 
tural  skills;  cooking  and  carpentry 
classes. 

Other  ministries 

To  take  volunteers  to  Sager 


In  one  of  the  church’s  buildings 
food  commodities  were  being  dis¬ 
tributed  while  Head  Start  and  day¬ 
care  classes  were  underway  in  other 
buildings. 

Volunteer  support 

Rev.  Eldon  L.  Reed,  brother  of 
Dr.  Kenneth  Reed,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  United  Methodist  Foun¬ 
dation  of  Louisiana,  was  there  with 
about  20  volunteers  from  his  Wild¬ 
wood  UMC  near  Beaumont,  Texas, 
along  with  other  clergy  from  that 
area.  Students  from  Michigan  were 
working  on  rooms  at  the  center  dur¬ 
ing  their  break  from  college.  A 
group  called  UM  Nomads  were  liv¬ 
ing  in  their  recreational  vehicles 
while  volunteering. 

A  library  is  being  established  in 
the  south  wing  of  the  center  for  the 
use  of  the  local  residents.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  being  a  place  where  students 
can  do  research,  the  library  will  be  a 
place  for  an  adult  literacy  program. 
One  is  currently  being  conducted  by 
Mrs.  Rothrock. 

College  classes 

Nichols  State  University  has  sur¬ 
veyed  the  Dulac  area  to  determine 
the  feasibility  of  conducting  college 
classes  at  the  center.  Space  is  being 


„  .  _  *  _  viasscs  ai  me  center,  space  is  being 

92.jTl39  ‘he  °ffiCe’  318'  PrePare.d  m  hopes  of  starting  college 

classes  in  the  fall,  Morgan  said. 
Volunteers  recently  constructed  a 


Dulac  ministries 

In  Dulac,  Clanton  UM  Chapel, 
whose  pastor  is  Rev.  Kirby  Verret, 
Dulac  Community  Center,  whose 
acting  director  is  Rev.  Donald  Mor¬ 
gan,  and  UMCOR,  whose  long-term 
volunteers  are  Alice  and  Rock 
Rothrock  of  Nederland,  Texas,  are 
cooperating  in  disaster  relief  in  Ter¬ 
rebonne  Parish.  The  Community 
Center  is  a  long-term  project  of  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  the  General 
Board. 

Like  Sager-Brown,  the  Dulac  coop¬ 
erative  has  identified  long-term  needs 
of  the  Houma  Indians  and  other  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  area.  Volunteer  work 
teams  from  many  states  continue  to 
pour  into  Dulac  to  assist  the  residents 
in  rebuilding  and  repairing  homes, 


high  chain-link  fence  around  the 
day-care  playground  in  back  of  the 
chapel  which  is  near  a  street.  Lu¬ 
theran  visitors  built  beautiful, 
wooden  furnishings  for  the  chancel 
area  of  the  chapel,  Verret  said. 

Drug  and  alcoholism  is  a  problem 
at  Dulac  as  in  many  other  areas. 
Rock  Rothrock  and  Clanton  Chapel 
members  have  been  vigilant  in 
keeping  out  drug  dealers  and  mak¬ 
ing  the  area  a  Drug-Free  Zone. 

Persons  desiring  to  take  work 
teams  to  Dulac  should  contact  Alice 
Rothrock,  504-563-7479. 

The  disaster  relief  work  at  the 
two  centers  was  financed  in  part  by 
UMCOR  from  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  offerings. 
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Faith  doesn't 
begin  where 
science  ends 

Given  the  growing  mutual  respect  between 
:  science  and  religion,  we’re  reluctant  to  inject  a 
:  word  of  caution. 

Ironically,  the  occasion  for  such  an  injection 
|  arises  out  of  well-meaning  remarks  by  a  world- 
;  renowned  scientist. 

Speaking  to  the  recent  annual  gathering  of  the 
:  American  Assocation  for  the  Advancement  of 
:  Science,  astronomer  . ,  '  “  I 

|  Robert  Jastrow  not-  Ecilioricll 
:  ed  that  researchers 

:  can  build  a  convincing  case  for  the  origin  of  the 
:  universe  in  a  fireball  called  the  "Big  Bang.”  But, 
he  added,  they  cannot  see  beyond  that  event 
and  “into  the  province  of  theologians.” 

“Science  cannot  penetrate  the  mystery  of  the 
first  creation,”  Dr.  jastrow  said. 

We  affirm  Dr.  Jastrow’s  remarks.  His  impli¬ 
cation  that  religion  has  a  valid  role  to  play  in 
construing  the  universe  is  on  target. 

Disturbing,  however,  is  a  further  implication  of 
Dr.  Jastrow’s  comments  regarding  that  role,  name¬ 
ly,  that  religion  kicks  in  only  where  science  ends. 

We  disagree.  To  the  contrary,  we  believe  that 
science  itself  is  an  expression  of  religious  faith, 
albeit  a  faith  not  always  recognized  as  such. 

At  the  core  of  the  faith  out  of  which  Western 
science  has  flourished  are  assumptions  such  as  the 
'  following:  that  the  human  senses  are  trustworthy 
receptacles  of  information,  that  cause-and-effect 
relationships  exist  and  can  be  discovered  and  that 
order  is  discernible  in  the  universe. 

These  and  other  assumptions  on  which  modem 
science  is  built  do  not  specify  a  deity.  But  if  one 
were  to  be  identified,  the  most  obvious  candidate 
is  Reason:  the  ability  to  think  and  objectively 
evaluate  the  world  around  us. 

A  god  of  Reason,  however,  is  another  way  of 
placing  humankind  and  not  God  at  the  center  of 
life.  We  have  no  reason  to  think  such  was  Dr.  Jas¬ 
trow’s  intent.  But  the  distinction  is  crucial:  When 
God  is  reduced  to  being  merely  an  extension  of 
humanity,  the  way  is  paved  for  the  kind  of  meg¬ 
alomania  that  breeds  Hitlers  and  a  dangerous 
arrogance  in  the  human  spirit,  professes  a  God 
who  is  “in  the  beginning,”  that  is,  who  is  at  work 
not  merely  in  human  faculties  such  as  reason  but 
[  in  all  of  creation.  For  that  reason,  our  reflections 
about  God — what  we  call  theology — do  not  begin 
where  science  and  reason  end  but,  rather,  where 
they  and  life  itself  begin:  as  gifts  of  God. 

Simply  knowing  that  life  is  a  gift,  something  that 
comes  to  us  from  Beyond,  is  the  surest  basis  we 
know  for  the  intellectual  and  spiritual  humility  re¬ 
quired  if  we  are  to  treat  the  universe  and  its  inhab¬ 
itants  with  life-preserving  respect  and  compassion. 

Hence,  what  we  as  Christians  should  chal¬ 
lenge  Dr.  Jastrow  and  other  scientists  to  consid¬ 
er  is  this:  Their  god  is  too  small.  Even  when 
they  concede  that  another  “god”  may  be  at 
work  beyond  the  Big  Bang,  it  clearly  is  a  god 
separate  from  and  not  inclusive  of  Reason. 

The  world  about  to  enter  the  21st  Century 
needs  a  bigger  God.  At  stake  is  how  life  itself 
will  be  lived  and  whether  it  will  end  in  another 
Big  Bang  that  neither  reason  nor  God  desires. 


Your  editorial 


misread  China's  religion  laws 


New  Chinese  laws  on  religion  are  meant  to  protect,  not  re¬ 
strict,  religious  practice,  contends  a  church  mission  executive 
(see  letter  at  left). 


keeps  China  within  its  reporting 
sphere  (see  editorial,  Feb.  18), 
but  I  am  concerned  about  how 
you  report  events  and  from  what 
news  sources  they  come. 

The  “crackdown  on  religion” 
to  which  your  editorial  referred 
perhaps  comes  from  a  misunder¬ 
standing  of  Documents  144  and 
145,  promulgated  into  law  by  the 
State  Council  of  the  People’s  Re¬ 
public  of  China  on  Jan.  3 1 . 

The  contents  are  really  nothing 
new.  But  their  enactment  repre¬ 
sents  China’s  welcomed  move  to¬ 
ward  a  rule  of  law,  making  it 
difficult  for  local  cadres  who  do 
not  understand  religious  policies 
to  implement  them  in  arbitrary 
and  illegal  ways. 

basically,  these  documents 
give  a  greater  latitude  for  reli¬ 
gious  believers  in  China  to  ma¬ 
neuver  in  an  atheist  society. 

At  this  time  in  history,  Chris¬ 
tians  in  China  consider  it  their 
responsibility  to  share  the  Gospel 
among  their  people.  To  preserve 
their  independence  and  selfhood, 
Chinese  Christian  leaders  dis¬ 
courage  evangelistic  activities 
carried  out  by  foreigners  or  for¬ 
eign  organizations  in  China. 

Out  of  respect  for  both  Chris¬ 
tians  in  China  and  for  the  law  of 
their  land,  we  outside  China  are 
not  expected  to  act  as  if  only  we 
are  called  to  mission  or  have  a 
better  way  to  proclaim  the  faith. 
We  must  learn  to  trust  Chinese 
Christians  and  in  doing  so,  we 
trust  the  Holy  Spirit  who  can  do 
mighty  works  without  our  inter¬ 
fering. 

Since  1979,  churches  have  re¬ 
opened  or  are  newly  opening  at  a 
rate  of  50  per  month — more  than 
one  a  day.  There  are  now  at  least 
8,000  churches  and  over  20,000 
meeting  points,  some  household 
congregations,  some  possessing 
sanctuaries  with  seating  capaci¬ 
ties  nearing  1,500. 

The  13  theological  seminaries 
are  producing  pastors,  church  ad¬ 
ministrators  and  theological  edu¬ 
cators.  Nine  million  copies  of  the 
Holy  Bible  have  been  printed  in 
China — 1.6  million  in  1993  alone, 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  in  mi¬ 
nority  languages.  Thanks  be  to 
God. 

Diane  J.  Allen 
New  York,  New  York 

Editor's  Note:  Ms.  Allen  is  China 
Program  Associate  for  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

A  poignant  picture 

Mark  Tooley  of  Fairfax,  Va. 


paints  a  poignant  picture  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  4).  I  appreciated  his 
discernment  concerning  the  de¬ 
cline  of  the  denomination. 

My  husband  comes  from  a 
similar  heritage.  His  maternal 
grandfather  was  the  tune-heister 
at  brush  arbor  meetings  near 
Bauxite,  Sardis,  and  Bryant,  Ark. 
Being  from  such  faithful  forbear- 
ers,  hearing  of  the  improprieties 
of  today’s  church  was  a  blasphe¬ 
my  to  my  mother-in-law. 

The  fellowship  of  Christians 
sustained  my  mother-in-law  and 
her  family  for  more  than  90 
years.  The  morals  she  taught  her 
own  were  learned  from  the  cir¬ 
cuit  riders  of  whom  Mr.  Tooley 
speaks.  My  husband  often  refers 
to  godly  men  who  preached  to 
him.  Their  influence  was  pro¬ 
found  and  taught  the  biblical 
truths  now  lacking. 

Dorothy  Yamell  Warden 

El  Paso,  Arkansas 


Cartoon  offended  me 

I  was  very  much  offended  by 
the  Feb.  18  cartoon  that  poked 
fun  at  altar  calls.  If  you  feel  altar 
calls  are  something  to  poke  fun  at 
I  feel  sorry  for  you. 

What  are  our  young  people  to 
think  when  we  adults  act  like 
this? 


In  the  future  I  hope  you’ll  be 
more  sensitive  to  true  Christian 
values. 

Ruth  L.  Hoffman 
Elizabethtown,  Pennsylvania 

We're  not  there  yet 

In  the  Jan.  28  issue  of  the  Re¬ 
porter,  I  read  five  articles  con¬ 
cerning  the  United  Methodist 
Women  and  a  ritual  to  Sophia. 
Such  fire  and  brimstone!  Every¬ 
thing  from  heresy  to  blasphemy 
to  a  call  for  a  “statement  of  er¬ 
ror”  which  we  are  then  encour¬ 
aged  to  accept  and  under  no 
circumstances  withhold  money. 

In  the  midst  of  this  brouhaha,  I 
read  Diane  Huie  Balay’s  piece 
about  the  Rev. 

Theodore  Jen¬ 
nings,  a  theol¬ 
ogy  professor  at 
Chicago  Theo¬ 
logical  Semi¬ 
nary.  Professor 
Jennings  stating 
that  the  Gospel 
is  “inherently  anti-liturgical  and 
anti-religious,”  and  that  Jesus 
“explicitly  forbids  us  to  pray  in 
public”  among  other  amazing 
statements.  I’ll  be  very  interested 
to  see  if  the  same  fury  and  con¬ 
demnation  erupts  around  Profes¬ 
sor  Jennings,  and,  if  so,  from 
what  sources. 

If  I  were  allowed  to  wager,  I’d 


bet  you  will  not  hear  a  peep  about 
him  or  his  statements  from  “left” 
or  “right”  in  the  church  body. 

When  women  are  allowed  to 
pull  the  same  silly  stunts  and  say 
the  same  preposterous  things 
equally  with  men  in  the  church 
and  face  an  equal  response,  then 
we’ll  be  getting  somewhere. 

We’re  not  at  that  “somewhere” 
yet. 

Laura  H.  Diviney 
Newton,  Massachusetts 

Hate  anyone? 

Professor  Ted  Jennings  is 
quoted  as  saying,  “Anyone  who 
does  not  hate  mother,  father, 
spouse,  brother,  and  sister  is  not 
worthy  of  the  reign  of  God"  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  28). 

I  don’t  pretend  to  be  a  Bible 
scholar,  but  in  my  reading  of  the 
Bible  I  have  never  found  where 
Christ  said  we  should  “hate” 
anyone.  I  would  like  to  know  the 
verse  that  he  is  quoting  and  the 
translation  from  which  it  comes. 

In  my  opinion  this  man  is  a 
“wolf  in  sheep’s  clothing.”  When 
he  asked  the  audience  if  they 
were  ready  to  fight  they  should 
have  tarred  and  feathered  him 
and  hauled  him  out  of  town  on  a 
rail.  Such  people  take  a  little 
truth,  twist  it  and  are  able  to  lead 
some  astray. 

Roberta  Stanaland 
Rankin,  Texas 

Review  the  book 

I  would  like  to  answer  the  face¬ 
tious,  “Perhaps  . . .”  of  reader 
Robert  A.  Mulligan  of  Savoy,  111., 
who  suggested  in  his  letter  in  the 
Feb.  1 8  issue  of  the  Reporter  that 
your  readers  might  be  favored  in 
the  next  issue  with  a  review  of 
Stanley  Hauerwas’  new  book. 

The  book  he  meant  is  “Un¬ 
leashing  the  Scripture:  Freeing 
the  Bible  from  Captivity  to 
America.”  It  is  unfortunate  that 
he  uses  one  sentence  to  define 
the  book’s  content.  Therefore,  a 
fair  review  would  be  welcome  be¬ 
cause  it  would  allow  your  readers 
to  make  up  their  minds  as  to 
whether  the  issue  Professor 
Hauerwas  addresses  is  important 
enough  to  read  and  study  the 
book  itself. 

Wesley  F.  Stevens 
Houston,  Texas 

Not  legitimate 

I  am  responding  to  your  edito¬ 
rial  and  the  accompanying  analy¬ 
sis  piece  relating  to  Sophia 
theology  (see  UMR,  Jan.  28). 

Sophia  worship  is  not  in  any 
way  a  legitimate  response  to  the 
church’s  alleged  oppression  of 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

women,  nor  did  it  arise  because 
Christians  are  too  uptight  about 
sex. 

Committed  Christiaris,  for  the 
most  part,  have  a  wholesome  ap¬ 
preciation  of  sexuality.  Recent 
surveys  indicate  that  married 
couples  who  attend  church  regu¬ 
larly  have  a  more  satisfying  sex 
life  than  any  other  segment  of  so¬ 
ciety.  Christian  teenagers  in  im¬ 
pressive  numbers  are  making  a 
commitment  to  reserve  sexual  in¬ 
timacy  for  marriage,  not  because 
they  don’t  appreciate  sexuality 
but  because  they  want  to  make 
that  intimacy  the  beautiful  expe¬ 
rience  it  can  be. 

Just  tell  the  truth  and  state  the 
obvious.  Sophia  theology  is  heresy 
and  should  be  soundly  rejected! 
Russell  C.  Wentling 
Allentown,  Pennsylvania 

Let's  listen 

After  reading  the  letter  in  the 
Reporter  by  the  man  who 
thought  God  might  be  embar¬ 
rassed  by  the  recent  manifesta¬ 
tions  of  Wisdom  theology,  I 
wondered  what  might  really  em¬ 
barrass  God! 

Could  it  be  that  religious  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  complacent  and  sat¬ 
isfied  with  their  concepts  of  God, 
and  not  recognizing  another’s 
need  for  a  different  path,  might 
also  be  unpleasing  to  God? 

The  Good  News  is  for  us  all, 
and  it  may  come  in  various  ways; 
compassion  and  understanding 
should  be  part  of  the  sharing.  Let 
us  listen  to  each  other. 


Florence  Isaacs 
Medina,  Texas 


Who  have  you  grown  up  with ? 


Shaking  hands  as  we  left  her  of¬ 
fice,  the  young  mission  director  said, 
“I’m  so  glad  to  put  a  face  with  your 
name.  I’ve  grown  up  with  you.” 

To  illustrate  her  point,  she  ex¬ 
tended  her  other  hand  palm  down, 
waist  high.  About  the  height  of  a 
6-year-old,  I  figured. 

A  stammering  “thanks"  was  the 
best  I  could  respond.  But  on  re¬ 
flection,  I  realized  how  humbling 
and  challenging  her  comment  was. 

A  name  from  a  newspaper 

She  said  she  “grew  up  with” 
someone  whose  name  she  could 
have  known  only  through  church 
newspapers  and  magazines.  Could 
I  have  been  responsible  in  even 
the  most  tangential  way  for  her 
having  gone  to  seminary?  Having 
been  ordained?  Having  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  direct  an  unusual  recy¬ 
cling  project  in  an  economically 
struggling  Mississippi  coastal 
town?  Having  strong  feelings 
about  justice  and  civil  rights? 


Letter 

from 

the 

Editor 

John  A.  Lovelace 


That’s  an  egoistic  mental 
stretch,  I  reminded  myself.  Obvi¬ 
ously  she  literally  grew  up  with 
people  far  more  influential  on  her 
life — parents,  siblings,  classmates, 
professors,  bishops,  senior  minis¬ 
ters,  coworkers,  friends,  custom¬ 
ers,  fellow  environmentalists,  etc. 

But  her  words  hung  in  the  memo¬ 
ry  bank:  “I’ve  grown  up  with  you.” 

It  was  an  easy  thought  stream, 
then,  to  self  examination:  Who  did 
I  grow  up  with? 

When  I  was  “about  waist  high”  I 
knew  about  Shirley  Temple,  Buck 
Rogers,  Gene  Autry,  Jack  Benny, 
Little  Orphan  Annie,  the  funny  pa¬ 
pers,  school,  friends,  parents,  grand¬ 


parents,  and  a  Sunday  school  Jesus 
who  was  white  and  spoke  English. 

Almost  gone 

Except  for  Shirley  Temple,  who 
added  a  distinguished  public  ser¬ 
vice  career  to  her  entertainment 
successes,  and  Gene  Autry,  the 
owner  of  the  California  Angels 
baseball  team,  they’re  pretty  well 
gone  from  all  but  memory. 

That  includes  the  Sunday  school 
Jesus.  The  Christ  I’ve  grown  up 
with  isn’t  white,  doesn’t  speak  En¬ 
glish  and  doesn’t  spend  most  of  his 
time  patting  children  on  the  head. 

He  is  from  a  time  and  place  that 
is  both  definable  historically  and 
inexhaustible  experientially.  We 
grow  up  in  Him  as  we  leant  to  ap¬ 
preciate  the  transcendent  values  of 
the  simple  truths  He  taught  and 
lived.  And  each  of  us  can  “put  a 
face”  with  His  name  as  that  “face” 
appears  to  us  at  any  given  time. 

Surely  my  new  friend  in  Missis¬ 
sippi  grew  up  with  Jesus,  too. 

While  we’re  on  the  subject,  who 
did  you  grow  up  with? 


Ronald  P.  Patterson 
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What  others 
are  saying 

“Do  you  belong  to  the  ‘They  Had 
It  All  Wrong  ’Til  We  Came  Along 
Christian  Church’?” 

— The  Rev.  Denny  Brake,  Raleigh, 
N.C.,  quoted  in  The  Joyful  Noiselet- 
ter. 

*  *  * 

“The  call  of  the  Christ  is  always 
good,  and  wholesome;  thrilling,  chal¬ 
lenging  and  mind-stretching — it  is 
never  away  from  life,  it  is  never  away 
from  people,  it  is  never  away  from 
suffering  and  loneliness,  it  is  never 
away  from  rejection.  It  is  always  a 
call  to  ministry  and  fulfillment  ...  It 
is  always  a  call  to  trust  Him." 

— The  Rev.  Milton  R.  Chester, 
council  on  ministries  director.  New 
Mexico  Annual  Conference. 

*  *  * 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Cast  all  your  anxieties  on  him, 
for  he  cares  about  you.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Matthew  7:7) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  13 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  Sunday 
Sunday:  Psalms  107:1-3 
Monday:  Psalms  107:17-22 
Tuesday:  Numbers  2 1 :4-6 
Wednesday:  Numbers  21:7-9 
Thursday:  Ephesians  2:1-7 
Friday:  Ephesians  2:8-10 
Saturday:  John  3:14-21 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 


The  United 
Methodist 


Development 

Fund 

Helping  to  Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note  Minimum  Investment  Rate* 

4  year  term _ $100 _ 5.25% 

1  year  term  $100  3.50% 

Flexible  $100  2.50% 

I.R.A.  $100  5.25% 


Effective  date  4/1/94  *Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862  863 3. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Tin-  United  Methodist 
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*  San  Fernando  Valley 
■land  epicenter  of  quake) 
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region  had  significant  damage 
following  the  quake;  many  more 
had  cosmetic  damage. 

Adding  insult  to  injury,  some 
4,000  aftershocks  rumbling 
through  the  region  have  further 
weakened  damaged  structures. 

Damage  in  the  millions 

It  is  too  early  to  tell  what  the 
renovation  cost  will  be,  confer¬ 
ence  officials  say.  but  it  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  run  into  millions. 

Damage  at  First  Church,  Santa 
Monica,  for  example,  is  estimat¬ 
ed  at  1750,000;  at  First  Church, 
Glendale,  $500,000. 


'RE-IMAGINING'  AFFIRMED:  The 

United  Methodist  General  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  (COSROW)  has 
come  to  the  defense  of  a  de¬ 
nominational  agency  that 
had  drawn  fire  from  con¬ 
servatives  for  taking  part 
in  an  ecumenical  confer¬ 
ence  last  November.  The 
48-member  commission  af¬ 
firmed  a  statement  drafted 
by  COSROW  members 
who  attended  the  Re-Imag¬ 
ining  Conference  in  Minneapolis,  describing 
the  event  in  laudatory  terms,  and  appended  a 
statement  of  support  for  the  Women's  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries.  Bishop  Ann  Sherer  (Missouri  Area), 
COSROW  president,  alluding  to  the  Novem¬ 
ber  event's  emphasis  on  Sophia  in  theology 
and  liturgy,  told  the  commission,  "If  it  is  of 
God,  it  will  continue  no  matter  what  we  do.  If 
not,  it  will  wither  of  itself." 


'It's  more  difficult  to  talk  about  emotional  damage' 


PASADENA,  Calif. — "It's  real  odist  and 
easy  to  talk  about  structural  damage 
of  a  building,  but  it's  more  difficult 
to  talk  about  the  emotional  damage." 

That's  the  assessment  of  Don  In- 
loes,  recently  selected  to  coordinate  and  thei 
emergency  operations  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  California-Pacific  An¬ 
nual  Conference.  , 

Mr.  Inloes,  an  active  United  Meth-  people' 


former  president  of  the 


. „  ...  r~: - —  Several  church  members  described  and  crashing  glass  were  terrifvine 

Mental  Health  Association  of  Califor-  their  experience  in  horror-film  terms.  "At  first  I  thought  it  was  the  rap- 
ma.  has  worked  extensively  m  disaster  A  clergy  woman  said  she  was  lure,"  she  said  Tcalledmv  Sit 
nSr™lrf-lraUmaKre“V^-  'os5cd  violently  back  and  forth  band's  name,  but  he  didn't 
Congregation  members  clergy  from  the  head  to  the  foot  of  her  bed  When  I  felt  on  the  other  side  of  the 
™  ,  wel!f.  no1  ,m‘  “  shc  hung  on  for  dear  life,  yelling  bed.  he  wasn't  there.  I  thought  he'd 
Showin/  ihU^Un  ^h,C'“  f?r  hcr  chiidrcn  to  stay  in  bed  until  been  raptured  without  me!" 
fhli  Tn  shaking  stopped.  (|t  tumcd  out  he  was  in  the  next 

,  '  '  'aywoman  said  the  loud  sounds  room  and  couldn't  hear  her  calls  for 

imbling  earth,  creaking  house  all  of  the  noise). 


Bear  hugs: 

ByCYNTHtA  B.  ASTLE 

Those  "bear  hugs”  to  Russia  are 
still  spreading  love  from  American 
United  Methodists. 

In  what  he  termed  the  "wrap  up" 
on  the  1 992-93  “teddy  bear"  project, 
the  Rev.  Melvin  E.  West  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  effort  succeeded  far 
beyond  anyone's  initial  expectations. 

In  May  1993,  Mr.  West  reported 
that  contributions  of  soft  dolls  and 
huggable  teddy  bears  for  Russian 
children's  hospitals  had  reached 
1 1 ,000 — more  than  double  the  orig¬ 
inal  goal  of  5,000  toys. 

Contributors  were  asked  to  send 
$2  per  toy  to  cover  the  cost  of  ship¬ 
ping. 

However,  because  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  al¬ 
lowed  the  gifts  to  “piggy-back" 
without  charge  onto  one  of  its  ship¬ 
ments,  the  teddy  bear  shipping 
money  was  freed  for  other  needs, 
Mr.  West  said. 


'UMCoup' 

As  of  Feb.  22,  Mr.  West  reported 
these  results: 

✓  I  5,000  stuffed  toys — three 
times  the  original  5,000  goal— were 
sent  to  Russian  children's  hospitals, 
infant  homes,  orphanages  and  simi¬ 
lar  institutions. 

✓  Some  55,500  worth  of  cloth, 
scissors  and  sewing  notions  accom¬ 
panied  sewing  machines  from  UM- 
COR.  This  aid  went  to  a  small 
group  of  impoverished  Moscow 
women  trying  to  support  their  fam¬ 
ilies  through  their  sewing. 

✓  $1,500  worth  of  educational 
toys  were  sent  to  children's  hospi¬ 
tals. 

✓  The  remaining  $15,000  from 
contributors  bought  educational 
toys  and  "early  stimulation"  equip¬ 
ment  for  a  Russian  home  for  infants 
in  Semipalatinsk,  Kazakhstan. 

The  home  cares  for  “the  third 
generation  of  infants  born  retarded 
because  of  their  parents'  long-term 
exposure  to  ionizing  radiation  dur¬ 
ing  the  Soviet  Union's  40  years  of 


Stimulate  Your 
Thought  Life  at 
Asbury  Seminary 


APPROACH  FAVORED:  Retired 
:  United  Methodist  Bishop  Lcontine  T.C.  Kelly 
:  issued  a  statement  recently  saying  that  polls 
show  the  general  public  favors  “a  publicly  fi¬ 
nanced  approach"  such  as  Medicare  to  meet 
;  the  nation’s  health  care  crisis.  The  bishop 
:  spoke  as  president  of  the  Interreligious  Health 
:  Care  Access  Campaign,  a  joint  effort  of  78  re- 


VIGIL  OF  CONSCIENCE:  while  Na- 

'  lion  of  Islam  leader  Khalid  Abdul  Muhammad 
was  speaking  recently  to  students  at  Trenton 
(N.J.)  State  College,  an  opposing  “vigil  of  con- 
seience"  was  in  process  across  the  street  at 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church.  Some  600 
Christians,  Jews  and  Muslims  attending  the 
vigil  denounced  the  kind  of  disparaging  name¬ 
calling  spoken  three  months  ago  by  Mr.  Mu¬ 
hammad  that  set  off  a  wave  of  protest  against 
him  across  the  country.  Leading  the  vigil  was 
the  Trinity  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ernie  Williams,  a 
native  of  South  Africa,  Last  November  Mr. 
Muhammad  had  urged  all  black  South  Afri¬ 
cans  to  kill  whites  following  that  nation's  elec¬ 
tions  next  month. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


beyond  expectations 


nuclear  testing  in  the  Semipalatinsk 
region."  according  to  Cathie  Lyons. 

Ms.  Lyons  heads  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Department  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  Her  agency 
helped  with  the  teddy  bear  project. 

Terming  the  year-long  effort  a 
"delightful  project”  for  himself  and 
his  wife,  Barbara,  Mr.  West  noted: 
"Thousands  of  United  Methodists 
across  the  country,  many  of  them 
children,  witnessed  to  their  love  in 
Christ  in  a  tangible  way  by  sending 
a  stuffed  animal  to  a  Russia  child. 

"Now  there  are  thousands  of  chil¬ 
dren  in  Russia  who  have  huggable 
evidence  of  the  love  of  people  they've 
never  seen.  Each  toy  is  a  sermon  that 
stays  with  a  child  all  day.” 

Mr.  West  added  that  the  teddy 
bear  project  informed  his  organiza¬ 
tion  about  additional  needs  of  Rus¬ 
sian  infant  homes,  children's 
hospitals  and  orphanages. 

As  a  result,  the  rural  fellowship  is 
collecting  money  to  buy  non-lan- 


11,000 
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guage-spccific  educational  toys  and 
equipment  for  Russian  children's 
institutions. 

Contributions  may  be  sent  to: 
Melvin  E.  West,  United  Methodist 
Rural  Fellowship,  108  Balow 
Wynd,  Columbia,  Mo,  65203. 
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No  advance  planning 


PASADENA,  Calif.— Although 
United  Methodism's  California- 
Pacific  Annual  Conference  exists 
for  the  most  part  on  earthquake- 
prone  ground — more  than  10,000 
earthquakes  a  year  in  the  Los  An¬ 
geles  area  alone — no  viable,  com¬ 
prehensive  disaster  plan  was  in 
place  at  the  lime  of  the  Jan.  17 
earthquake,  according  to  Peg 
Parker,  editor  of  the  Circuit  West 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist 
Review,  sister  publication  of  the 
Reporter. 

"Thank  God  for  UMCOR," 
she  said,  referring  to  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 
The  churchwide  unit  had  volun¬ 
teer  catastrophic  disaster  special¬ 
ists  on  the  ground  in  Los  Angeles 
within  hours  after  the  quake. 

"They  were  cool,  calm  and 
knowledgeable,"  she  said. 

UMCOR  volunteers  move 
from  one  disaster  to  another,  on 
call  constantly,  she  said. 

“They  come  in  and  bring  their 


special  skills  and  assess  the  situa¬ 
tion.  They  are  constantly  evalu¬ 
ating  and  moving  forward,”  she 

"But  it's  the  support  that  comes 
from  other  congregations  through 
UMCOR  that  is  so  important." 

In  a  taped  interview  which  will 
be  aired  on  a  March  22  national 
interdenominational  teleconfer¬ 
ence  on  disaster  readiness,  Ms. 
Parker  said  it  is  important  for  lo¬ 
cal  churches,  districts  and  annual 
conferences  to  have  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  plan  for  crisis  and  disasters. 

She  said  it  is  important  to  bold 
ongoing  training  for  personnel 
with  routine  refresher  sessions  so 
people  will  remember  what  to  do 
when  a  crisis  strikes. 

The  middle  of  a  crisis  is  not  the 
time  to  develop  the  plan,  she  said 

The  March  22  teleconference 
will  be  co-sponsored  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  and 
the  Religious  Public  Relations 
Council.  — DIANE  HUH  BALAY 


MESSAGE  ON  HEALTH  CARE:  At 

least  50  people  have  signed  "A  Pastoral  Mes¬ 
sage  on  the  Health  Care  Crisis  Addressed  to 
All  Americans,"  issued  by  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA.  The 
message  decries  applying  the  term  Christian  to 
“blatantly  partisan  political  tactics  and  ideo¬ 
logical  positions."  Among  signers  are  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  (San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Area)  and  the  Rev,  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett,  general  secretary  of  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society. 


Churches  bear 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Auoditr  editor 


yellow  tag  of  danger 


Few,  if  any,  churches  have 
earthquake  insurance  because  of 
the  prohibitive  cost  in  a  region 
which  logs  some  10,000  earth¬ 
quakes  a  year. 

"We  desperately  need  hard 
cash,"  the  Rev,  Brandon  Cho,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  church's 
Santa  Barbara  District,  said  in  an 
interview  with  the  Reporter. 

The  Rev.  Allyn  Axelton,  cam¬ 
pus  minister  at  the  heavily  dam¬ 
aged  California  State  University 
at  Northridge,  said  that  congre¬ 
gations  in  the  San  Fernando  Val¬ 
ley,  hardest  hit  by  the  quake, 
were  already  strained  as  prob¬ 


lems  of  inner  city  Los  Angeles 
spread  up  into  the  valley  in  the 
wake  of  massive  economic  and 
ethnic  changes. 

For  example,  he  said,  the  Rod¬ 
ney  King  beating  and  some  trial- 
related  rioting  took  place  not  far 
from  the  epicenter  of  the  quake. 
As  one  result  of  the  rioting.  Val¬ 
ley  Korean  United  Methodist 
Church  (about  five  miles  north 
of  the  epicenter)  was  selected  as  a 
United  Methodist  Shalom  Zone 
(urban  peace)  project. 

In  addition,  he  said,  churches 
suffered  financial  and  member¬ 
ship  losses  as  middle  manage¬ 


ment  people  who  had  settled  in 
the  valley  lost  their  jobs  due  to 
industry  downsizing  or  closure. 

"The  earthquake  cracked  a 
whip  over  the  back  of  already 
strained  congregations,"  Mr.  Ax¬ 
elton  said. 

Nevertheless  when  the  quake 
hit,  members  of  most  churches 
responded  immediately  to  help 
their  stricken  neighbors. 

Valley  Korean,  for  example, 
opened  its  kitchen  to  the  com¬ 
munity  and  helped  prepare  sev¬ 
eral  hundred  meals  a  day  for 
several  days  because  many 
homes  were  without  utilities. 


United  Methodist  churches  with  earthquake  damage  I 

•n  Los  Angeles  and  vicinity _ i  *" 


More  than  40  United  Methodist 
churches  were  damaged  in 
the  recent  California 
earthquake.  Few, 
if  any,  buildings 
re  protected 
by  earthquake  , 
insurance.  The 
coverage  was  too 
expensive,  say 
church  officials. 

Property  damage 
ranges  from  major 
structural  damage 
minor  cosmetic 


INDONESIA  EARTHQUAKE:  A  Feb¬ 
ruary  earthquake  in  Indonesia  killed  1 34  peo¬ 
ple,  injured  at  least  1,000,  destroyed  buildings 
and  cut  off  communication  and  transportation 
for  two  days.  The  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  sent  the  Methodist  Church  of  In¬ 
donesia  a  grant  to  assist  with  emergency 
response  to  earthquake  victims.  Gifts  to  assist 
this  response  should  go  to  Advance  No. 

'  al  Emergency  Response. 


Hard-learned  lesson: 


CHATSWORTH,  Calif.— The  yellow  ribbon  across  the  entrance  to  Chatsworth  United  Method- 
ist  Church  means  it  is  dangerous  to  enter  the  building  which  was  severely  damaged  by  the  re- 
cent  Northridge  earthquake.  The  epicenter  was  some  five  miles  away.  The  San  Fernando  Valley, 
which  Chatsworth  is  part  of,  was  the  area  hardest  hit  by  the  quake. 


Faith  at  work 
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connections 

CONFERENCE  EDITOR  RETIRES: 

California-Pacific  Annual  Conference  editor 
Peg  Parker  has  announced 
her  retirement,  effective 
July  I.  Working  under  four 
bishops.  Ms.  Parker  has 
been  editor  of  the  Circuit- 
West  edition  of  the  weekly 
United  Methodist  Reporter 
and  later  the  biweekly 
United  Methodist  Review 
for  1 5  years.  She  was  also  the  founding  editor 
of  the  Desert  Southwest  Annual  Conference 
newspaper. 

ASSEMBLY  SPEAKERS:  a  specialist  on 
sexual  and  domestic  violence,  a  state  legislator, 
and  church  activists  from  Africa  and  the  Phil¬ 
ippines  will  be  among  speakers  at  the  United 
Methodist  Women's  (UMW)  Assembly  April 
28-May  1  in  Cincinnati.  More  than  10,000 
women  have  registered  for  the  quadrennial 
event,  which  will  focus  on  concerns  of  women, 
youth  and  children.  Keynote  speaker  April  29 
will  be  Omega  Chilufya  Bula,  who  staffs  the 
women's  desk  of  the  All-Africa  Conference  of 
Churches  in  Nairobi,  Kenya.  Joy  Jessica  To- 
lentino,  youth  leader  in  the  Philippines,  will 

'QUEST  FOR  QUALITY':  The  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  has  received  a  level  11 
Tennessee  Quality  Award.  The  award  signifies 
that  the  United  Methodist-agency  is  fully  com¬ 
mitted  to  total  quality  improvement.  The  disci¬ 
pleship  board  began  the  quality  improvement 
program  in  1990. 

POWERFUL  GIFT:  Two-time  world 
heavyweight  boxing  champion  Evander  Holy- 
field  has  made  a  SI  million  gift  to  Windsor 
Village  United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston 
to  fund  a  prayer  chapel,  to  be  named  The  Ho- 
lyfield  Chapel.  According  to  The  Houston  Post, 
the  chapel  will  be  the  central  focus  of  a 
100,000-square  foot  community  center  known 
as  the  Power  Center.  “It  is  so  easy  for  me  to 
give  back  [the  money]  because  I  know  how 
much  the  Lord  has  given  me,"  said  the  boxer. 
The  24-hour  prayer  chapel  is  planned  to  be  the 
center  of  a  southwest  Houston  development 

NEW  ADMINISTRATOR:  The  Rev. 

Dwight  Judy,  a  nationally-known  educator,  has 
been  named  program  director  and  administrator 
of  the  42-acre  Oakwood  Center  in  Syracuse. 
Ind.  He  has  been  adjunct  faculty  member  of 
the  Academy  of  Spiritual  Formation,  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  The  Upper  Room  in  Nashville.  Dr. 
Judy  will  assume  the  post  in  September. 

NOMINATED:  Shirley  A.  R.  Lewis,  exec¬ 
utive  director  of  the  United  Methodist  Black 
College  Fund,  has  been  nominated  president 
of  historically  black  Paine  College  in  Augusta, 
Ga.  If  elected,  Dr.  Lewis  will  be  the  second 
black  woman  to  take  the  helm  of  a  United 
Methodist-related  college.  She  is  expected  to 
succeed  the  Rev.  Julius  S.  Scott,  Jr.,  who  re¬ 
tires  this  summer. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Music  masters  mix  media  to  help  children 


By  CATHY  FARMER 

Rock  and  roll  legend  Carl  Per¬ 
kins  shook  in  his  blue  suede 
boots  as  he  perched  on  a  stool, 
fingers  drawing  courage  from  the 
familiar  feel  of  his  electric  guitar. 

Lorin  Hollander,  an  interna¬ 
tionally  renowned  classical  pia¬ 
nist,  seated  in  front  of  a  shiny 
black  grand  piano,  looked  uneas¬ 
ily  over  music  written  in  chords, 
Nashville-style. 

The  famous  pair  was  about  to 
make  music  together  in  front  of  a 
crowd  gathered  in  the  sanctuary 


of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Jackson,  Tenn.  Nei¬ 
ther  man  was  comfortable. 

Mr,  Perkins,  a  member  of  the 
Rock  and  Roll  Hall  of  Fame  and 
the  Songwriters'  Hall  of  Fame,  is 
a  self-taught  musician  who 
doesn’t  read  music. 

Mr.  Hollander,  a  recognized 
piano  virtuoso  who  astonished 
people  with  his  playing  even  at 
1 8  months  of  age,  typically  plays 
from  memory  or  from  a  densely 

But  neither  man  had  any  in¬ 


tention  of  backing  away  from  the 
unusual  challenge. 

"We're  here  to  help  the  chil¬ 
dren."  both  declared. 

The  men  were  drawn  to  First 
UMC-Jackson  by  the  church’s 
unusual  program  designed  by  lay 
member  Henry  Harrison. 

The  program  uses  music  to 
raise  the  self-esteem  of  at-risk 
youngsters  by  teaching  them  to 
play  the  piano  (see  accompany¬ 
ing  story  below). 

Mr.  Hollander,  through  his 
connection  with  the  Rockefeller 


Foundation  for  Fine  Arts,  came 
to  Jackson  from  New  York  to  re¬ 
view  the  program  for  possible  de- 
velopment  throughout  the 
United  States. 

Shortly,  however,  the  audience 
learned  that  he  also  came  for  a 
more  personal  reason. 

"1  was  a  battered  child,”  Mr. 
Hollander  told  the  crowd,  a  se¬ 
cret  he  had  kept  from  the  world. 

“My  father  cruelly  hurt  my  sis¬ 
ter,  my  brother  and  me.  He  hit  me, 
he  punched  me,  he  spat  on  me. 

“Forgiveness  takes  place,"  he 
said  quietly,  "but  there  is  in  me  a 
human  being  who  never  grew  to 
be  what  he  could  have  been." 

Epidemic  of  battering 

Mr.  Hollander  said  the  nation  is 
reeling  from  an  epidemic  of  chil¬ 
dren  battered  physically,  emotion¬ 
ally,  spiritually,  creatively. 

"They’re  mortally  wounded  in 
the  soul,"  Mr.  Hollander  said, 
“but  music  can  bring  the  spirit  of 
love  into  the  lives  of  these  chil¬ 
dren  who  have  become  lost.  By  al¬ 
lowing  them  to  discover  creativity 
in  music,  they  can  begin  to  express 
the  divine  love  of  God. 

"When  I  was  a  little  child  and 
first  heard  Bach,  1  told  my  sister  we 
didn't  have  to  be  afraid  of  the  dark 
anymore;  someone  is  watching 

Carl  Perkins  didn't  mention 
having  been  a  battered  child,  but 
his  reason  for  taking  part  in  the  im¬ 
promptu  concert  to  raise  money 
for  the  program  was  equally  touch- 

"I  grew  up  the  son  of  a  share¬ 
cropper,"  Mr.  Perkins  said,  “but  I 
didn't  know  I  was  a  poor  boy 
though  I  guess  I  realized  other  boys 
didn't  stand  in  the  welfare  line 
with  their  dads. 

"From  the  time  I  was  7  or  8  I 
knew  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
it’s  the  sweetest  sounding  name 
you  can  say,"  Mr.  Perkins  contin¬ 
ued,  looking  down  at  his  guitar. 


Pianos  prove  key  to  raising  kids'  self-esteem 


By  CATHY  FARMER 

JACKSON,  Tenn.— Music  for 
Self  Esteem  is  a  mission  program 
at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  that  uses  music  to  raise 
the  self-esteem  of  underprivi¬ 
leged  children  in  the  area. 

Music  Director  Margaret  Har¬ 
rison  and  many  volunteers  im¬ 
plement  the  program  conceived 
and  introduced  by  her  husband, 
Henry  Harrison. 

According  to  Mrs.  Harrison,  the 
success  of  Music  for  Self  Esteem 
depends  on  people  willing  to  vol¬ 
unteer  their  time  and  talents. 

The  basic  idea  is  to  give  pri¬ 


vate  piano  lessons  to  each  child. 
Many  volunteers  know  enough 
music  to  be  able  to  teach  the  chil¬ 
dren,  but  some  have  only  a  small 
amount  of  musical  knowledge. 
Those  volunteers  use  instruction 
tapes  prepared  by  Mrs.  Harrison, 

The  program  began  in  the  fall  of 
1 992  with  four  piano  teachers  and 
12  students.  A  13th  student  was 
added  after  Christmas.  When  the 
children  weren't  actually  playing 
the  piano  they  were  in  a  group  ei¬ 
ther  doing  arts  and  crafts,  partici¬ 
pating  in  Bible  study  or  other 
educational  activities. 

During  the  nine-month  pro¬ 
gram,  all  13  children  learned  how 


to  read  music,  how  to  play  vari¬ 
ous  songs  and  how  to  perform  in 

At  the  year-end  recital,  they 
also  performed  as  a  vocal  choir. 

After  a  year  in  the  program, 
many  of  the  children  reported  im¬ 
proved  grades  in  school  and  pride 
at  being  able  to  play  a  piano. 

All  the  original  students  re¬ 
turned  to  the  program  in  October 
1993,  and  enrollment  increased  to 
1 8.  Many  more  church  members 
volunteered  to  work  with  them  as 
drivers,  arts  and  crafts  teachers, 
teachers  of  piano,  storytellers, 
health  educators  and  leaders  of 
roleplaying,  organized  gym  activi¬ 


ties,  Bible  Study  and  choir. 

Many  children  in  the  program 
have  advanced  quickly.  Plans  in¬ 
clude  attempting  to  establish  a 
scholarship  program  to  help  pro¬ 
vide  private  piano  lessons  with 
professional  teachers  for  the 
more  advanced  pupils. 

"When  these  children  first 
came  to  us.  they  didn't  trust  us,” 
Ruth  Ann  Smith,  a  volunteer,  re¬ 
membered.  “Now  they  come 
with  their  little  arms  open!" 

More  information  shout  Music  for 
Self-Esteem  mey  be  obtained  by  call- 

ed  Methodist  Church  in  fackson, 
Tenn.,  at  901-422-4002. 


“but  I  never  really  turned  my  life 
completely  over  to  Him  until  1  had 
throat  cancer  in  1991, 

“I  said  then,  'God,  if  you'll  let 
me  stay  on  awhile,  I  promise  I'll 
never  walk  off  another  stage  with¬ 
out  calling  Your  name' — and  I 
haven't  failed." 

Mr.  Perkins  has  devoted  the 
past  few  years  to  support  of  his 
Foundation  for  Child  Abuse  Pre- 

"When  Henry  Harrison  told 
me  about  this  program,  chill 
bumps  came  over  me,”  Mr.  Per- 

"Music  was  meant  to  be  on 
this  earth  by  the  Creator.  If  these 
children  can  learn  music,  wheth¬ 
er  it’s  the  harmonica  or  piano  or 
spoons,  they  can  be  somebody 
wherever  they  are. 

"This  is  one  of  the  greatest 
ideas  I  ever  heard." 

Mr.  Hollander  and  Mr.  Per¬ 
kins  played  two  of  Mr.  Perkins' 
songs  together:  "Walking  Mir¬ 
acle"  and  “Silver  and  Gold." 

The  audience  included  chil¬ 
dren  enrolled  in  First  UMC- 
Jackson’s  Music  for  Self  Esteem 
program.  The  program  was  re¬ 
corded  for  local  radio  stations 
and  for  National  Public  Radio. 

Lester  Beeson,  a  former  educa¬ 
tor  now  an  executive  with  Bal¬ 
dwin  Piano  and  Organ,  cited 
studies  and  programs  he  has 
headed  in  various  school  systems 
which  show  that  teaching  music 
raises  IQ  and  heightens  coordi¬ 
nation  and  confidence. 

Power  in  the  program 

Dr.  Beeson  said,  “There's  a 
power  in  this  [Music  for  Self  Es¬ 
teem]  program  that  can't  be  dupli¬ 
cated  in  any  other  ways  we  know." 

Baldwin  donated  electric  pianos 
and  headphones  worth  about 
S20.000  to  First  UMC-Jackson  for 
a  piano  lab.  The  donation  will  al¬ 
low  the  program  room  to  expand 
to  40-50  students. 

"Music  can  heal  our  social 
problems,"  Mr.  Hollander  said  as 
he  closed  the  concert. 

"Of  the  nearly  5,000  human  cul¬ 
tures  that  have  been  studied,  near¬ 
ly  every  one  placed  the  arts  at  the 
center  and  made  the  teaching  of 
the  arts  to  children  a  foremost  pri¬ 
ority.  Our  society  is  one  of  the  few 
exceptions.  Creativity  is  all  but  sti¬ 
fled  here. 

”1  just  came  from  California," 
he  said,  "where  the  dumpsters  be¬ 
hind  the  schools  are  full  of  musical 
instruments— flutes  and  clarinets 
and  drums  and  violins.  They  were 
tossed  there  because  there's  no 
money  for  music  programs.” 

Ms.  Farmer  is  editor  of  the 
Memphis  Conference  edition  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
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'Roast'  leads  to  fund  boost  for  UMR  center 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Initiation  of  a  fund  to  honor  the 
30-year  religious  communications 
career  of  Editor  John  A.  Lovelace 
has  helped  bring  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  Foundation  within 
$300,000  of  starting  a  new  UMR 
Communications  Center. 

The  new  fund  was  announced 
March  3  during  a  "roast"  of  Mr. 
Lovelace  at  the  conclusion  of  his  two 
years  as  chairman  of  the  administra¬ 
tive  board  of  Oak  Lawn  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas. 

The  Rev.  Milton  Guttierrez,  Oak 
Lawn  UMC's  senior  pastor,  and  the 
Rev.  Richard  P.  Stark,  associate 
publisher  of  the  UMR  Communica¬ 
tions  Group,  made  the  announce¬ 
ment  on  behalf  of  Oak  Lawn 
members  and  UMR  staff  who  have 
pledged  the  fund's  first  $6,000. 


_ Guttierrez  said  that  the  ii 

tial  goal  is  to  raise  $25,000  to  build 
and  equip  the  editor's  office  in  the 
communications  center. 

The  center  will  be  built  on  a  6Vi- 
acre  tract  about  one-quarter  mile 
south  of  the  current  UMR  office  in 
Dallas. 

May  underwrite  wing 

"What  we  hope,  though,  is  that 
friends  of  John  who  want  to  honor 
his  service  to  the  church  in  commu¬ 
nications  will  contribute  enough  that 
we  can  underwrite  construction  of 
the  entire  editorial  wing  of  the  new 
building,"  Mr.  Guttierrez  added. 

Mr.  Guttierrez  later  said  that  the 
Lovelace  Fund  was  proposed  by  the 
late  James  H.  "Jimmy"  Davis,  a 
member  of  the  Oak  Lawn  church. 
Mr.  Davis,  who  died  Jan.  3,  was  a 
longtime  supporter  of  UMR,  of  the 


The  Rev.  Milton  Guttierrez  (right)  and  UMR  Associate  Publisher 
Richard  P.  Stark  (center)  announce  a  gift  to  the  UMR  Foundation  in 
honor  of  Editor  John  A.  Lovelace  (see  related  story  above). 


World  Methodist  Council,  Alaska 
Pacific  University  and  many  other 
United  Methodist-related  interests. 

Mr.  Lovelace  said  the  announce¬ 
ment  of  the  fund  in  his  honor  was  a 
"staggering  surprise." 

Mr.  Lovelace  began  his  religious 
communications  career  in  1964  as 
an  associate  editor  with  All-Church 
Press  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

In  1973  be  was  the  founding  edi¬ 
tor  of  Newscope,  a  newsletter  for 
United  Methodist  leaders  still  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  He  was  also 
news  editor  of  four  churchwide 
magazines,  Together,  The  Christian 
Advocate,  United  Methodists  Today 
and  Today's  Ministry.  All  ceased 
publication  in  the  1970s. 

Joined  UMR  in  1982 

He  joined  UMR  in  1982  as  an  as¬ 
sociate  editor,  became  managing 
editor  in  1984  and  editor  in  1992. 

His  work  has  won  numerous 
awards  of  excellence  from  the  Asso¬ 
ciated  Church  Press  and  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Commu¬ 
nicators.  He  is  also  co-winner  of  an 
award  in  investigative  journalism 
from  the  Dallas  Press  Club. 

Mr.  Stark,  who  serves  as  staff  liai¬ 
son  for  the  UMR  Foundation,  said 
that  the  foundation's  board  of  trust¬ 
ees  recently  approved  proceeding 
with  plans  for  the  communications 

Construction  of  a  new  home  for 
the  church-related  news  and  informa¬ 
tion  ministry  of  UMR  Communica- 
tiuus  Group,  as  die  organization  was 
restructured  Jan.  I,  has  been  identi¬ 
fied  as  a  priority  by  the  Rev,  Ronald 
P.  Patterson,  UMR  Publisher. 

Construction  cost  for  the  commu- 


ns  center  is  estimated  at  $3.2 

The  Lovelace  Fund,  receipt  of 
$32,400  from  the  B.  B.  Owen  Trust 
of  Dallas  and  proceeds  from  the  re¬ 
cent  sale  of  Religious  News  Service 
have  brought  the  UMR  Foundation 
within  $300,000  of  the  amount 
needed  to  sign  a  construction  con¬ 
tract,  Mr.  Stark  said. 

UMR  Foundation  trustees  hope 
to  sign  a  building  contract  this 
spring,  he  added. 


Stop  spending  valuable 
time  on  the  phone! 

You  need  to  call  the  entire  choir, 
youth  group,  or  a  committee  with 
last  minute  change,  rehearsal 
reminder,  or...  well,  you  get  the  idea. 
Why  not  let  the  affordable  ne' 
PhoneTree®  notification  system  make 
all  those  calls  for  you? 

Contact  AGC.  your  church  software 
company  or  call  PCS  at  800-951-8733 
for  your  FREE  special  report  entitled 
"Improving  Church  Communicat 
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Financial  Campaign  Update 

final  pledges . . .  $6  15  million 

Total  gifts  through  Jan.  '94 .  Si  .0’  1  '68 

Church  Gifts  received  in  Feb .  $  '*0,830 

Clergy  Gifts  received  in  Feb  .  $  9,31 1 

Challenge  Gifts  iece;ved  in  Feb .  S  20.183 

Total  Gifts  as  of  Feb  '94  .  $1,094,092 

140  NUMBER  43  018000  Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275  MARCH  18, 1994 

Tentative  groundbreaking  May  28 

In  the 
praise 
of  Cursillo 
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Every  Conference  of  Methodism  has  a  unique 
personality  —  a  “spiritual"  character  of  its  own. 

Louisiana  is  no  exception.  Our  spiritual  strength, 
our  lay  empowerment,  our  clergy  renewal  comes  Bishop  William  Oden 
from  many  sources,  but  the  most  visible  and  vital  is  Cursillo. 

Let  me  be  forthright.  Some  conferences  have  reported  that  Cursillo 
and  its  General  Board  of  Discipleship  counterpart.  Walk  to  Emmueus, 
have  been  less  than  unifying;  that  an  elitism  can  develop  where  the 
Cursillo  participants  become  a  tightly  knit  network.  This  has  not  hap¬ 
pened  in  Louisiana.  In  fact,  I  applaud  Cursillo  for  its  continuing  em¬ 
phasis  on  Wesleyan  theology  and  doctrine  of  grace,  firm  commitment 
to  the  local  church  and  the  Annual  Conference,  and  above  all,  a  sweet 
spirit  of  unity.  It  is  truly  a  quality  renewal  experience.  When  lay  per¬ 
sons  or  pastors  ask  what  one  spiritual  renewal  retreat  or  event  they 
should  attend,  without  hesitation.  I  say,  “Cursillo!” 

Cursillo  exists  only  with  the  bishops'  permission.  The  Secretariat  re¬ 
ports  annually  to  the  bishop  and  the  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship. 
The  following  report  for  1993  is  very  exciting. 

December  31, 1993 

DeColores  Bishop  Oden, 

As  co-chairpersons  of  the  Secretariat  for  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  Cursillo  for  1993,  we  are  pleased  to  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report  to  you  on  the  status  of  the  Cursillo  activities. 

Six  weekend  retreats  were  held  at  Tall  Timbers  Baptist  Confer¬ 
ence  Center  this  year.  A  total  of  242  pilgrims  including  17  minis¬ 
ters  attended  this  year,  bringing  the  number  who  have  attended  in 
our  Conference  to  approximately  1,250,  including  95  ministers. 

We  still  have  over  400  applications  on  a  waiting  list. 

The  Secretariat  met  five  times  during  the  year  to  conduct  busi¬ 
ness  and  to  elect  officers  for  the  coming  year.  The  leaders  for 
each  Cursillo  weekend  for  1994  were  appointed  as  were  the  spiri¬ 
tual  directors  for  1994.  - 

The  Cursillo  Community  was  heavily  involved  in  promoting  the 
Conference  Center  campaign  fund  drive  and  the  round-up  and  ral¬ 
ly  that  started  the  campaign.  We  also  started  a  pledge  campaign 
to  underwrite  the  cost  of  adding  a  chapel  to  the  first  phase  of  con¬ 
struction.  By  the  end  of  December  we  had  a  total  of  $144,000 
pledged  for  the  chapel.  About  $43,000  of  the  first-year  pledge  has 
been  collected  to  date. 

We  want  to  express  our  personal  appreciation  to  you  for  your 
strong  support  for  the  Cursillo  efforts  in  our  Conference.  We  be¬ 
lieve  almost  all  who  experience  this  weekend  of  sharing  God's 
love  and  grace  become  even  more  aware  of  what  it  means  to  be  the 
Body  of  Christ  in  the  world.  We  believe  we  (Cursillo)  will  be  a 
positive  influence  on  the  spiritual  life  of  our  churches. 

We  stand  ready  to  support  you  and  the  cabinet  in  promoting  the 
mission  of  our  church.  Please  call  on  us  for  assistance  anytime  we 
can  help  you  with  Conference  projects. 


Cathy  and  Walt  Parker 
190  S.  Second  St. 
Ponchatoula.  LA  70454 


Participants  in  Blackwater  United  Methodist  Women's  Prayer  and 
Self  Denial  Service  include,  FROM  LEFT,  Merrelle  McGehee,  Carol 
Forman,  Effie  Downey,  Bernice  Thompson,  Wanda  Robinson  and 
Willie  Petty. 

Three-day  Scout  Fest  '94  set 


Istrouma  Area  Council  of  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  will  sponsor  Scout 
Fest  ‘94,  a  three-day  camporee 
March  1 8-20  at  Hammond  Airport. 

About  1,500  Scouts  and  their 
leaders  from  13  parishes  in  South¬ 
east  Louisiana  arc  expected  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  Many  of  the  troops  are 
sponsored  by  local  United  Method¬ 
ist  churches  and  hold  their  meetings 


UM  missionaries  begin  assignment  in  Louisiana 

'People,  not  things,  important' 
Delaine,  Ray  DeHainaut  say 
after  seeing  extreme  poverty 


Delaine  and  Ray  DeHainaut,  who  were  most  recently  United  Methodist 
missionaries  to  the  Dominican  Republic,  now  on  leave  in  the  United 
States,  have  joined  the  UM  Peace  With  Justice  Educators  Program  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

They  have  arrived  in  Louisiana,  are  residing  in  Baton  Rouge  and  are 
available  for  programs  and  services. 

Their  ministry  in  Louisiana  is  sponsored  by  the  General  Boards  of 
Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  and  Global 
Ministries  and  the 
Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of 
Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety.  Rev.  Dick 
Humphries  is 
chair  of  the  latter. 

He  said,  "Be¬ 
cause  of  the  posi¬ 
tive  impact  made 
in  our  Conference 
in  1993  by  Dr. 

Carol  Walker,  the 
General  Board  has 
made  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  DeHainaut 
available  to  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference 
for  about  16 
months,  from 


Marc 


1994  t, 


..  1995."  Delaine  and  Ray  DeHainaut 

The  couple  will  present  mission  in-  for  all  ages  —  United  Methodist 
terpretation  and  Peace  With  Justice  Women,  United  Methodist  Men, 
topics  including  crime  and  domestic  youth  and  young  adults  and  college 
violence.  students.  Churches  are  asked  to 

They  plan  to  assist  churches,  in-  contribute  gas  mileage 


,  .  churches,  in¬ 

dividuals  and  secular  community 
organizations  to  understand  the  their  locations, 
links  between  the  world  as  God-: 
creation,  mission  outreach  anc 
hand-on  efforts  which  seek  whole¬ 
ness  and  well-being  for  all  persons. 

Possible  topics  for  program* 
might  be  Mission  Experiences,  Bib- 


by  tl 


couple  U 


mestic  Violence.  They  can 
workshops/seminars  i 
churches  or  districts,  lead 
or  discussion  groups,  mi 
congregations  or  groups  t 
storm  on  local  mission  i 
speak  to  community  organi 


The  missionaries  met  with  the 
Conference  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  executive  committee  and 
the  District  Church  and  Society 
mu-  representatives  on  March  5  at  First 
ind  Do-  UMC'  Alexandria, 
conduct  Rev-  Ellen  Alston,  Conference 
a  local  Peace  With  Justice  Coordinator, 
worship  will  assist  the  DeHainauts  with 
:et  with  their  itineration  around  the  Confer- 
o  brain-  cnee,  Humphries  said, 
ssues  or  To  schedule  events  write  or  call 
Delaine  DeHainaut,  10390 


They  are  available  for  weekends,  Jefferson  Highway,  #239,  Baton 
Sunday  or  week-day  services  or  pro-  Rouge,  LA  70809;  504-293-2440,  or 
grams,  Sunday  school,  evening  Rev.  Ellen  Alston.  Broadmoor 
studies  or  seminars.  UMC,  3715  Youree  Dr.,  Shreveport 

Their  programs  are  appropriate  LA  71 105-2131;  318-861-0586. 

'Given  in  Christian  love' 


Delaine  and  Ray  DeHainaut  have 
seen  people  living  in  extreme  pover¬ 
ty  on  their  assignments  in  the  UM 
mission  field  in  Latin  and  South 
America. 

She  coordinated  a  program  for 
street  children  in  the  Dominican 
Republic  and  he  helped  people  get 

"People  in  the  United  States  have 
so  much,"  she  said.  “When  1  see 
pretty  things  decorating  people's 
homes,  I  think,’  the  cost  of  just  one 
vase  would  feed  30  children  a 
healthy  meal.’  " 

Street  people 

The  couple  earlier  worked  with 
street  people  and  low-income  work¬ 
ers  in  Bogota,  Columbia.  Children 
there  often  slept  on  dirt  floors  and 
lacked  adequate  food. 

In  the  Dominican  Republic,  the 
children  sold  peanuts  and  shined 
shoes  and  did  some  begging  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  families  of  up  to  1 1  mem¬ 
bers.  “Their  mothers  demanded 
that  they  bring  all  the  money 
home,”  she  said. 

Spread  of  disease 

In  teaching  nutrition  and  health, 
they  found  that  people  lacked 
knowledge  about  germs.  Everybody 
in  a  family  might  share  the  same 
toothbrush  or  in  a  school  children 
might  share  the  same  bowls  and 
cups.  “Diseases  were  spread  that 
way,"  she  said. 

When  epidemics  broke  out,  the 
heat  and  the  lack  of  fresh  water  in 
many  of  the  homes  made  it  hard  to 
get  rid  of  diseases.  "Seeing  all  of 
that  has  made  us  aware  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  people,  not  things,"  she 
said.  “Some  of  the  people  in  many 
of  the  areas  where  we  served  have 
nothing." 

He  was  a  regional  superintendent 
of  the  Dominican  Evangelical 
Church  and  worked  with  youth  and 


adults  in  the  city  of  Barahona. 

"I  helped  the  underpaid  pastors 
in  the  villages  who  had  no  medical 
benefits  and  no  expenses  accounts." 
he  said.  “We  saw  such  poverty 
there.  United  Methodists  in  Florida 
and  North  Carolina  helped  by  buy¬ 
ing  a  van  which  we  used  to  take 
people  to  hospitals." 

Dr.  DeHainaut  has  35  years  of 
service  in  ministry,  particularly  on 
college  campuses  including  LSU  in 
1954-58,  and  in  the  mission  field. 

From  1963-68  he  served  with  the 
Argentine  Evangelical  Methodist 
Church  as  a  faculty  member  of  a 
college  and  as  pastor  of  two 
churches.  She  was  a  missionary 
from  the  UMC  in  Argentina  and 
Costa  Rica  during  the  1 960’s. 

She  helped  start  kindergartens 
and  the  YWCA  in  Cordoba,  Argen¬ 
tina,  where  she  was  a  social  worker 
and  school  teacher. 

Rich  and  poor 

"We  worked  with  the  needy  in 
Cordoba,"  she  said.  "We  began  to 
meet  the  affluent,  also.  We  had 
church  groups  meet  in  the  barrio 
where  people  could  talk  on  a  one- 
to-one  basis.  This  led  to  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  volunteer  dental  clinic  and 
eventually  a  church  was  started." 

In  the  ‘70s  they  started  a  child 
care  center  in  Bogota  where  the 
couple  served  three  years.  It  has 
since  grown  into  a  city-wide  project 
to  help  the  poor  and  needy. 

During  their  three  years  in  the 
Dominican  Republic  they  have  no¬ 
ticed  changes.  "Those  people  who 
get  jobs  do  well  with  what  they 

There,  as  in  other  places,  “the 
very  wealthy  people  and  the  less 
fortunate  need  to  be  aware  of  help¬ 
ing  each  other,"  they  said.  "We  all 
have  something  to  give.  It’s  a  two- 


Blackwater  launches  mission 
to  feed  homeless  on  roadside 


United  Methodist  Women  of 
Blackwater  UMC  in  Baker, 
launched  a  new  local  mission  “Feed 
the  Hungry"  project  recently,  enlist¬ 
ing  participation  of  the  entire  con¬ 
gregation,  Willie  Petty  or  the 
UMW,  reports. 

The  women  prepared  sack  meals 
to  be  given  out  to  the  homeless  who 
beg  along  the  roadsides.  Each  sack 
contains  a  non-perishable  meal, 
napkin,  utensils,  a  daily  devotional 
booklet  and  a  note  saying,  “given  in 
Christian  love  by  Blackwater  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women,” 

Committee's  strategy 

Merrelle  McGehee,  chair  of  the 
UMW’s  Christian  Global  Concerns, 


said,  "We  believe  by  giv 
lieu  of  money,  ‘a  con-art 
for  money  will  become  d 


ng  food  i 
'  begging 
scouraged, 


but  a  hungry  person  will  be  glad  t( 
get  a  meal." 

A  group  of  UMW  members  who 
gave  out  a  meal  said,  “We  were 
blessed,  ourselves,  to  see  someone 
genuinely  hungry  and  grateful  sit 
down  on  the  side  of  the  road  and 

Insurance  program 
savings  reported 


m  the  l 


The  1993  re 


at  the  churches. 

At  the  Scout  Fest  ‘94,  exhibits 
and  food  booths  will  be  open  to  the 
public  on  Saturday,  March  19,  from 
9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  at  the  airport. 

The  camporee  is  expected  to  be 
the  largest  Scout  gathering  since 
1985. 

For  additional  information  call 
John  Erickson  504-926-2697. 


self-funded 
program. 

ills  have  been  reported 
led  by  using  the  South- 
easi  medical  Alliance  discount  services. 
Without  the  discount,  services  from 
SMA  physicians  and  hospitals  provided 
to  Conference  participants  in  ‘93  would 
have  cost  $291,795.67.  With  the  dis- 


15.33  per  o 


$217,878.7: 

“These  s 
selves,"  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  admini 
lor,  said.  “When  we  use  SMA  w 
benefit.  Thanks  for  taking  the  i 


immediately  begin  eating  the 

Each  person  participating  in  the 
project  carries  at  least  one  sack  in 
the  car.  The  sacks  are  to  be  given  as 
the  need  arises. 

A  basket  of  the  sack  meals  has 
been  placed  in  the  church  vestibule 
for  church-wide  distribution.  Dr. 
Kirby  Vining  is  senior  pastor  and 
Rev.  Tom  Dolph  is  associate. 

Members  reflect  on  the  following 
scriptures  that  relate  to  their  proj¬ 
ect,  “As  we  have  opportunity,  let  us 
do  good  to  all  people”  (Galatians 
6: 10)  and  as  it  is  written  in  the  story 
of  the  Good  Samaritan,  “Love  they 
neighbor  as  thyself."  (Luke  10:27). 

'Fast  food'  denial 

The  Blackwater  UMW  was  in¬ 
spired  by  a  recent  Call  to  Prayer 
and  Self-Denial  program.  Those  at¬ 
tending  will  never  again  be  able  to 
eat  fast  foods  without  remembering 
the  homeless  and  hungry  people 

A  lace  tablecloth  and  praying 
hands  were  placed  on  the  church  al¬ 
tar  along  with  "refreshments." 

When  the  hostesses  announced 
refreshments  would  be  served,  "fast 
foods"  were  quietly  and  solemnly 

An  example  of  the  menu  included 
a  picture  of  a  china  coffee  cup  with 
the  message,  "As  you  deny  yourself 
this  coffee,  remember,  breakfast  is 
almost  unheard  of  in  many  areas  of 
the  world." 

Remember  homeless 

An  empty  Happy  Meal  box  from 
McDonald's  contained  a  drawing  of 
a  juicy  burger  and  the  words,  “Re¬ 
member  that  80  million  children 
arc  homeless  worldwide.” 

In  closing,  the  women  placed 
their  offerings  on  the  altar  and  took 
prayer  cards  home. 


Merrelle  McGehee,  LEFT,  and  Estelle  Smilie,  United  Methodist 
Women,  place  sacks  for  the  homeless  in  the  vestibule  of  Blackwater 
UMC,  Baker. 

Gifts  are  collected  for  Cubans 
during  Philip  Wingeier's  visit 


United  Methodist  missionary  to 
Cuba.  Philip  Wingeier,  was  well-re¬ 
ceived  in  the  Louisiana  UM 
churches  he  visited  the  first  week  in 
March.  In  the  churches  he  was  giv¬ 
en  money  or  supplies  for  his  mis¬ 
sion  work  in  Cuba. 

He  also  received  encouragement 
and  pledges  toward  his  work.  Many 
of  the  churches  are  considering 
Covenant  Relationships  (an  agree¬ 
ment  to  support  financially  with  a 
set  amount  and  number  of  years). 

The  five  ministers  who  visited 
him  in  Cuba  last  November  have  a 
Covenant  Relationship  with  him 
and  his  work  in  the  country.  Their 
monetary  pledge  helps  pay  his  sala¬ 
ry.  They  are  Dr.  Jack  O'Dell,  Dr. 
Henry  Blount.  Rev.  Jose’  Garcia, 
Rev.  Larry  O’Dell  and  Rev.  Tom 
Howe. 

Grace  UMC  where  Dr.  O'Dell  is 
pastor  raised  $550  and  presented 
the  monetary  offerings  to  Wingeier 
when  he  visited  their  church.  A 
member  also  donated  a  copy  ma¬ 
chine  for  the  work  in  Cuba. 

"Members  of  our  congregation 


signed  50  Bibles  with  personal  notes," 
Dr.  O’Dell  said.  “The  Bibles  are  to  be 
distributed  by  Wingeier  (pronounced 
Win-gar)  to  the  people." 

At  Cornerstone  UMC,  in  New 
Orleans,  where  Howe  is  pastor  the 
members  provided  a  bicycle,  im¬ 
portant  for  transportation  in  Cuba. 

Members  of  Cornerstone  and 
others  from  across  the  Conference 
will  join  with  Howe,  at  their  own 
expense,  to  go  to  Cuba  Nov.  10-18. 
They  will  work  with  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  related  to  Vacation  Bible 
School.  Among  the  entourage  will 
be  evangelistic  musical  groups. 

Dr.  Blount  held  an  art  show  in 
Alexandria  with  proceeds  given  for 
mission  work  in  Cuba. 

Members  of  Horseshoe  Drive 
UMC  where  Rev.  Larry  O'Dell  is 
pastor  provided  funds  for  an  over¬ 
night  stay  in  Miami  for  Wingeier  on 
his  return  trip.  He  visited  elsewhere 
while  in  the  United  States. 

(See  inside  pages  for  an  interview 
with  Wingeier  about  the  impact  of 
the  United  States  embargo  on  mis¬ 
sions  in  Cuba). 
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Jewell  created  this  portrait, 
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Sea"  (see  related  commentary  at  right). 


The  Risen  Christ  by  the 


What  happened  to  Resurrection  art? 


By  CAL  SAMRA 

My  wife  Rose  and  I  have  pored  over  many 
collections  of  religious  art,  and  we  have  been  as¬ 
tonished  by  the  lack  of  representations  of  the 
most  joyful  event  in  Christian  history:  the  resur¬ 
rection  of  Jesus. 

Although  a  few  artists,  like  Raphael,  have  put  a 
trace  of  a  smile  on  the  infant  Jesus,  we  searched 
in  vain  for  a  painting  of  a  joyful  adult  Christ  prior 
to  the  mid-20th-century. 

And  we  cannot  even  find  him  in  the  depic¬ 
tions  of  the  most  joyous  occasions  in  his  life— 
the  Transfiguration,  when  "his  face  shone  like 
the  sun”  (Matthew  17:1-3),  the  joyous  entry 
into  Jerusalem  on  Palm  Sunday,  and  the  resur¬ 
rection,  with  its  victory  over  death. 

God's  great  last  laugh 

Much  of  the  artwork  of  churches  of  all  de¬ 
nominations  has  focused  on  the  passion  and 
crucifixion  of  Jesus.  Artists  have  tended  to  shy 
away  from  representations  of  the  Resurrection, 
and  those  few  who  have  attempted  it  have  cap¬ 
tured  none  of  its  dazzling  beauty,  glory  and 
joy — God’s  great  last  laugh  on  the  devil. 

A  Fellowship  of  Merry  Christians  “playshop” 
leader,  Sister  Mary  Christelle  Macaluso,  of  the 
College  of  St.  Mary  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  has  said 
that  she  believes  our  sense  of  God  has  been  mis¬ 
shaped  by  joyless  depictions  of  God. 

Sister  Mary  Christelle,  also  known  as  “The 
Fun  Nun,”  observes  that  in  much  religious  art, 
“God  looks  like  He’s  going  to  bite  you.” 

Many  representations  of  Jesus,  past  and  pres¬ 
ent,  depict  Jesus — the  Messiah  whose  message 
was  “Be  of  good  cheer" — as  a  tormented  de¬ 
pressive.  The  Gospels,  however,  tell  us  very 
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clearly  that  Jesus,  far  from  being  a  depressive, 
was  a  healer  of  depressives.  Jesus’  awesome 
presence,  both  in  his  earthly  body  and  in  his  res¬ 
urrected  body,  brought  great  joy  to  multitudes. 

If  so  many  passages  in  the  New  Testament  are 
filled  with  references  to  joy,  gladness,  and  re¬ 
joicing,  why  until  recently  were  there  no  repre¬ 
sentations  of  a  joyful  Christ — especially  a  joyful 
risen  Christ?  It  is  a  mystery. 

Lack  of  images 

Amos  Wilder  wrote:  “It  could  well  be  that  the 
lack  of  images  to  shape  and  motivate  contem¬ 
plation  of  the  Resurrection  has  stopped  many 
from  celebrating  that  mystery  profoundly  in 
their  prayers  and  from  becoming  fully  engaged 
in  it.” 

It  also  may  be  another  reason  why  Easter  cele¬ 
brations  have  faded  away  in  many  denomina¬ 
tions.  Christmas,  enriched  by  its  vast  and  lovely 
artwork,  is  celebrated  extensively,  while  Easter, 
comparatively  poor  in  resurrection  artwork,  is 
barely  noticed  in  much  of  modem  society. 

Since  we  were  organized  in  April,  1986,  the 
Fellowship  of  Merry  Christians  has  been  striv¬ 
ing  to  give  Christians  some  symbols  of  the  res¬ 
urrection  to  help  them  renew  their  faith  in  the 
resurrection. 

One  of  them  is  Jack  Jewell’s  painting,  “The 
Risen  Christ  by  the  Sea,”  which  graces  the 
masthead  of  our  publication,  The  Joyful  Noiselet- 
ter.  Artist  Jewell,  83,  of  Scituate,  Mass.,  ordi¬ 
narily  does  landscapes  and  seascapes.  He 
painted  his  joyful  risen  Christ  seven  years  ago. 


We  have  been  amazed  at  the  great  and  grow¬ 
ing  popularity  of  Mr.  Jewell’s  painting. 

Innovative  use 

Consider,  for  instance,  this  innovative  use: 

Fellowship  of  Merry  Christians  member  Dr. 
Donald  M.  Byrnes  is  pastor  of  a  parish  of  fish¬ 
ing  families  called  San  Pedro  Pescador  Church 
in  St.  Bernard,  La. 

Each  year  in  early  June,  at  the  start  of  the 
shrimp  season,  Fr.  Byrnes  follows  an  old  tradi¬ 
tion  of  blessing  the  fishing  boats. 

This  year  the  church  ordered  600  postcard- 
size  prints  of  “The  Risen  Christ  by  the  Sea”  and 
laminated  them  to  make  them  waterproof.  In 
June,  Fr.  Byrnes  plans  to  give  each  of  the  fisher¬ 
men  a  gift  of  the  print  of  the  joyful  “Risen 
Christ  by  the  Sea,”  who  is  grasping  a  fishing  net. 

In  our  collection  of  contemporary  paintings 
of  a  joyful  Christ  by  various  artists,  “The  Risen 
Christ  by  the  Sea”  (see  illustration  at  left)  is,  by 
far,  the  most  sought-after  print,  appealing,  in¬ 
terestingly,  to  mainliners,  conservatives,  and 
liberals  in  all  denominations. 

Here  is  a  smiling,  triumphant,  joyful  Risen 
Christ  surprising  his  disciples  at  the  sea  of  Tibe¬ 
rias.  Might  he  be  suggesting,  playfully,  that  his 
friends  cast  their  nets  on  the  right  side  of  their 
boat?  That’s  where  the  fish  were  (John  21:5-6). 

Might  he  be  inviting  us  to  share  in  his  laugh¬ 
ter — the  “Easter  laugh"? 

Might  he  be  sending  us  an  Easter  message: 
that  joy  can  be  found  on  both  sides  of  the  cross? 

This  article  is  adapted  with  permission  from  The 
Joyful  Noiselelter.  More  information  may  be  obtained 
by  writing  the  fellowship  at  P.O.  Box  895,  Portage, 
Ml  49081. 


Vision  2000  prompted  me  to  ask: 
'Why  count  bodies  and  not  souls? 


As  we  approach  the  turning  of  the 
century  with  our  Vision  2000  team 
firmly  in  place,  I  cannot  help  but 
wonder  about  the  future  of  Method¬ 
ism. 

In  the  past  6  months  I  have  read 
statistics  regarding  the  growth  and 
decline  of  church  members  in  both 
religious  and  secular  publications. 
All  agree  that  numbers  in  United 
Methodist  membership  have  been 
steadily  dropping  since  the  ’60s 
along  with  those  of  the  Presbyteri¬ 
an,  Disciples  of  Christ  and  Episco¬ 
pal  denominations. 

More  interesting  to  note  is  the 
even  more  dramatic  increase  in 
membership  numbers  among 
“evangelical”  denominations  and 
churches. 

Over  the  past  few  months  as  I 
have  attempted  to  assimilate  this 
information,  our  local  Vision  2000 
team  has  asked  how  many  new 
members  we  think  we  can  add  by 
the  year  2000.  At  the  risk  of  sound¬ 
ing  Baptist,  I  must  ask:  “Why  are 
we  counting  bodies  and  not  souls?” 

A  Methodist  from  the  cradle,  I 
must  admit  that  what  I  long  for 
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most  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  spiritual  feeding.  Nothing 
new  or  radical,  but  a  more  complete 
Christian  education  similar  to  what 
I  remember  being  offered  as  a  child. 
I  need  a  spiritual  challenge  to  deep¬ 
en  my  relationship  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  serve  the  Lord. 

As  a  Sunday  school  teacher  and 
youth  worker,  it  has  been  a  chal¬ 
lenge  to  find  United  Methodist 
publications  that  help  me  to  teach 
about  spiritual  growth  and  maturi¬ 
ty,  enhancing  prayer  life  and  Bible 
study,  and  the  victory  of  walking 
with  God  in  the  “real  world.” 

I  have  spent  hours  in  Christian 
book  stores  poring  over  publica¬ 
tions  to  find  texts  to  meet  the  needs 
of  our  youth.  This  is  difficult  to  do 
while  holding  the  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Discipline  and  trying  not  to 
sound  too  “evangelical." 

When  using  United  Methodist 


materials,  I  typically  find  that  they 
stop  short  of  asking  probing  self¬ 
searching  spiritual  questions,  and  as 
I  dig  deeper  I  wonder,  “What  are 
they  afraid  of?” 

It  has  recently  occurred  to  me 
that  in  our  quest  to  remain  “pure” 
in  our  Methodism,  we  have  effec¬ 
tively  placed  the  Holy  Spirit  in  a 
box  and  locked  it  along  with  God 
and  Jesus  in  a  holy  closet,  saying  to 
ourselves  in  effect,  “Don’t  feel  too 
much,  don’t  share  too  passionately 
and  please,  don’t  talk  about  living  a 
Spirit-led  life.” 

I  believe  that  in  order  to  reach 
our  goals  in  Vision  2000,  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  must  re-eval¬ 
uate  its  spiritual  position.  We  must 
stop  sending  away  people  who  are 
looking  for  deeper  spiritual  com¬ 
mitment  to  a  more  “evangelical” 
church. 

How  many  more  members  will 
we  gain  by  feeding  the  spiritually 
hungry?  How  many  can  we  afford 
to  lose  by  simply  “counting  heads?” 

Melanie  Harris  Johnston 
Kingwood,  Texas 


Sharing  memories 

Cunningham  Children’s  Home  in 
Urbana,  a  project  of  Central  Illinois 
Annual  Conference  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women,  will  be  100  years  old 
in  1995. 

Many  United  Methodists,  United 
Methodist  Women,  their  friends  or 
families  formerly  lived,  worked, 
were  board  members,  or  otherwise 
part  of  the  activities  at  the  home. 

If  anyone  has  memories  or  trivia 
to  share,  or  memorabilia  to  share  or 
loan  I  urge  you  to  contact:  Cloydia 
Hill  Larimore,  Cunningham  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home,  P.O.  Box  878,  Ur¬ 
bana,  IL  61801. 

You  are  needed  as  an  important 
part  of  the  100th  Anniversary  cele¬ 
bration. 

Ann  King 
Urbana,  Illinois 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,  "  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275, 
or  fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 
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In  God's  eyes ,  we're  a  lot  more 
than  computer's  'noughts  and  ones' 


By  MURIEL  E.  GENZER 

There  recently  was  a  program 
on  public  television  titled  “The 
Machine  that  Changed  the 
World.”  That  machine,  of  course, 
is  the  computer. 

Being  well  over  70  years  old,  I 
can  remember  seeing  a  film  of  one 
of  the  first  computers  made  in  the 
early  ’40’s. 

It  was  huge  . . .  filled  up  a  large 
room,  was  full  of  flashing  lights 
and  was  monstrously  expensive.  I 
never  dreamed  I  would  ever  come 
into  contact  with  one. 

Magic  box  reduced 

This  magic  box  which  is  now  re¬ 
duced  to  a  mere  16  inches  square 
and  6  inches  high  ...  the  comput¬ 
er  memory  . . .  contains  electron¬ 
ics  that  are  programed  to  do  one 
thing  . . .  recognize  the  difference 
between  1  and  0.  That’s  it! 

The  really  clever  stuff  is  in  the 
“software”  which  tells  the  com¬ 
puter  what  to  do. 

Take  the  letter  H  for  example. 
The  computer  reads  01001000,  and 
reports  that  as  H.  Eight  figures  in¬ 
stead  of  3  small  strokes.  And  that  is 
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progress?  Surprisingly,  yes! 

1  and  0.  On  or  off.  In  or  out. 
Alive  or  dead.  Two  figures  that 
can  stand  for  a  lot  of  things,  in¬ 
cluding  humans.  We  are  either  1 
or  0.  Here  or  gone! 

Looking  at  a  sheet  of  binary 
numbers  for  computer  analysis, 
you  see  a  dazzle  of  noughts  and 
ones.  It  makes  me  wonder  . . . 
when  God  sees  a  crowd  of  people 
together  does  He  see  them  as 
noughts  or  ones?  If  so  I  hope  I  reg¬ 
ister  with  Him  as  a  1.  I’d  really 
hate  to  be  a  nothing! 

Jesus  says  that  every  hair  of  our 
heads  i$  counted,  but  I  wonder  if 
God  sometimes  places  us  in  cate¬ 
gories.  He  can’t  just  look  at  a 
crowd  of  people  and  liken  them  to 


shelled  peas  or  a  school  of  fish  or  a 
cloud  of  birds  heading  north  or 
south.  We  do  all  have  differences, 
and,  being  as  He  made  us,  He 
surely  knows  us. 

He  knows  our  abilities  . . .  our 
inattention  . . .  our  carelessness 
. . .  our  dislike  for  getting  out  of 
bed  in  the  morning  and  our  con¬ 
stant  desire  for  more  money  than 
we  have  in  our  pockets. 

Sent  Jesus  for  us 

So  He  sent  Jesus  to  die  for  us. 
God  loves  us  a  lot  and  conse¬ 
quently  must  be  pleased  whenever 
we  do  a  decent  action  ...  or  try  to. 
Every  time  we  smile  when  we  feel 
a  snarl  coming  on  . . .  when  we 
take  the  church  offering  out  of  our 
pay  packets  first  . . .  and  restrain 
ourselves  from  “borrowing”  it 
back  by  the  end  of  the  week!. 

Yes,  it  is  worth  while  being  a 
“1.”  A  “1”  stands  for  being 
straight  and  fearless  and  doing 
your  fair  share.  An  ‘0’  is  sagging  all 
over  and  rolls  every  which  way. 

To  be  honest,  I  really  feel  more 
of  an  “0”  than  a  “1.”  Just  occa¬ 
sionally  I  stand  straight  and  tall 
...  I  hope  God  takes  note  of  those 
times! 

There  should  be  another  catego¬ 
ry,  an  S  or  a  /.  Something  with  a 
wiggle  or  a  slant.  A  lot  of  us  would 
fit  into  such  a  category  . . . 

But  that  would  really  mess  up 
the  computer! 

"My  Witness  ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the 
Christian  life.  Any  reader  may  submit 
an  article  for  consideration  (one 
typed,  double-s paced  page  maximum 
length)  to  "My  Witness, "  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed 
envelope  for  return  of  manuscripts. 
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Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“And  he  took  bread,  and  when  he 
had  given  thanks  he  broke  it  and 
gave  it  to  them,  saying,  ‘This  is  my 
body  which  is  given  for  you.  Do  this 
in  remembrance  of  me.’  ” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


Christian 

Education 

For  enhanced  Christian  education  the  Reporter 
makes  Sunday  school  at  all  levels  vibrant  and  con¬ 
temporary.  Faith  Forum  and  national  news  create 
contemporary  issues  classes. 


(Last  week’s  answer  1  Peter  5:7) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  20 

Sunday:  Psalms  51:1-9 
Monday:  Psalms  51:10-12 
Tuesday:  Jeremiah  31:31-34 
Wednesday:  Hebrews  5:5-6 
Thursday:  Hebrews  5:7-10 
Friday:  John  12:20-26 
Saturday:  John  12:27-33 


This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 

Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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Resources  for  the  Church  and  Community 


Announcing!  Spring/ Summer  1994 
Study  Resources  Now  Available  at  Cokesbury 


Resources  that  have  relevance  to  your  life 

These  high  quality  resources  are  available  now  for  use  by  individuals, 
study  groups,  or  church  school  classes.  These  resources  cover  a  wide 
range  of  interests,  from  personal  reflection  to  social  transformation. 
You'll  find  books  that  help  you  explore  Christian  living,  the  church, 
social  issues,  Bible  study,  parenting,  and  prayer. 

Bibles  that  are  helpful  and  easy  to  use 

You'll  find  a  selection  of  the  best  Bibles  available  for  personal  or 
group  use. 

Good  values 

These  great  resources  are  also  great  values.  We  offer  special  prices  on 
quantity  orders.  Order  six  or  more  copies  of  a  single  title  and  receive 
a  10%  discount  off  the  single  copy  price!  Order  thirteen  or  more  and 
receive  a  20%  discount! 

For  each  item  shown,  the  first  price  is  for  one  copy,  the  second  price  is 
for  she  or  more  copies  each,  and  the  third  price  is  for  thirteen  or  more 
copies  each. 

How  to  order  these  resources 

Ordering  resources  from  Cokesbury  is  easy!  You  can  use  our  toll-free 
order  line  (1-800-672-1789)  or  call  or  visit  a  Cokesbury  store  near  you. 

Our  Guarantee 

Cokesbury  offers  a  100%  guarantee  of  your  satisfaction  with  our  prod¬ 
ucts  and  services.  If  for  any  reason  you  are  not  satisfied,  you  may 
return  your  order  within  30  days  and  your  money  will  be  cheerfully 
refunded  or  your  account  credited.  It’s  as  simple  as  that 


I  Want  To  Be  Ready 

Meditations  Based  on  Quotes 
From  Famous  Black  Persons 
by  Sheron  C.  Patterson 
Written  for  use  in  either  personal  enrichment 
or  for  family  or  group  experiences,  I  Want  to 
Be  Ready  provides  more  than  fifty  short  medi¬ 
tations  based  on  quotations  from  famous 
black  persons.  Themes  include:  self-image, 
generosity,  courage,  friendship,  caring,  and 
concern  for  others.  The  volume  will  appeal 
especially  to  African  American  pastors  and 
other  church  leaders,  and  to  laypersons. 
UR4-24 1332,  paper,  $5.95/85.35/84.75 


Singing  the  Lord’s  Song 

Isaiah  40-55 

by  Bruce  C.  Birch 

Writing  in  easy-to-understand  language  for 
general  Bible  students,  Birch  illuminates 
Isaiah  40-55  by  revealing  five  important 
themes  running  through  this  Scripture. 
UR4-3855 12,  paper  $6.95/$6.25/$5.55 


Pocket  Guide  to  ...  The  Bible 

edited  by  John  O.  Gooch  and 
Jack  A.  Keller,  Jr. 

Many  people  have  difficulty  understanding  the 
Bible  because  it  seems  so  complex  and  intimi¬ 
dating.  This  Pocket  Guide  helps  readers  over¬ 
come  common  obstacles  to  understanding  the 
Bible.  To  provide  the  reader  with  background 
information,  it  offers  a  short  history  of  the 
Bible  and  its  formulation.  It  also  helps  readers 
understand  the  authority  of  the  Bible,  the  cen¬ 
trality  of  Scripture  in  the  Christian  life,  and 
the  differences  between  the  various  English 
versions  of  the  Bible. 

UR4-316804,  paper  $3.95/83.55/83.15 


You  Can  Get  Bitter  or  Better! 

by  James  W.  Moore 

Moore  shows  that  when  we  face  sorrow,  grief, 
or  pain,  we  can  become  bitter  or  we  can  ask 
for  God’s  help  to  grow  into  better  people. 
“[Moore  has]  the  genius  of  clarity  and  practi¬ 
cality  and  has  sustained  interest  from  page  1 
to  page  139.  ”  -  Norman  Vincent  Peale 
UR4-467810,  paper  $  10.95/$9.85/$8.75 


LifeSearch  Series 

LifeSearch  studies  offer  adults  specific,  con¬ 
crete  help  on  a  variety  of  issues.  Each  volume 
examines  an  important  topic  from  a  Christian 
perspective.  Each  book  contains  leader  helps 
and  marginal  notes  for  leaders.  A  section  for 
leaders  with  limited  preparation  time  is  also 
included. 

February  1994  7'klO"  64  pages 

Series  Titles: 

Spiritual  Gifts 

by  Dr.  Kent  Millard 

UR4-778662  $4.95/$4.45/$3.95 

Health  and  Wholeness 

by  Bart  Resta,  M.D. 

UR4-778697  S4.95/S4.45/S3.95 

Juggling  Demands 
by  Dr.  Aleeta  Christian 
UR4-778670  $4.95/$4.45/$3.95 

Stress 

by  Mary  Dell  Miles 

UR4-77876X  $4.95/$4.45/$3.95 

Parenting 

by  Cheryl  Reames 

UR4-778689  $4.95/$4.45/$3.95 

The  Environment 
by  Rev.  Larry  Duniap-Berg 
UR4-778786,  paper  $4.95/$4.45/$3.95 

Troublesome  Bible  Passages 

by  Douglas  E.  Wingeier  and 
David  Lowes  Watson 

A  Bible  study  with  23  sessions,  covering 
passages  which  are  difficult  to  apply,  yet 
which  are  significant  to  Christian  growth  and 
discipleship. 

Student  Book 

UR4-783771,  paper  $2.95/$2.65/$2.35 

Leader’s  Guide 

UR4-78378X,  paper  $4.95 

The  Great  Physician 

Luke:  The  Healing  Stories 

by  Lindsey  P.  Pherigo 

This  book  reaches  beyond  the  study  of  Luke’s 
healing  stories,  into  the  present  world  of  spiri¬ 
tual  healing.  The  intent  is  to  reconsider  the 
realm  of  spiritual  wholeness  in  light  of  Jesus' 
ministry  as  found  in  the  Gospel  of  Luke. 

UR4- 157889,  paper  $6.95/$6.25/$5.55 


Violence 

To  the  Point: 

Confronting  Youth  Issues 

by  various  writers 

Volume  Two  in  the  To  the  Point:  Confronting 
Youth  Issues  series  focuses  on  a  topic  of  high 
interest  violence.  The  authors  examine  the 
facets  and  fallout  of  violence  -  including  vio¬ 
lence  in  the  Bible,  in  the  media,  within  the 
family,  at  school,  as  a  public  health  issue,  on 
dates,  and  by  gangs.  This  volume  provides  a 
variety  of  approaches,  including  teaching  arti¬ 
cles,  group  programs,  reflection  questions,  and 
vignettes  from  teens. 

UR4-437695,  paper  $7.95/$7.15/$6.35 


Confessing  Conscience: 

Churched  Women  on  Abortion 

A  collection  of  essays  by  women  of  various 
theological  backgrounds,  pro-life  and  pro- 
choice,  about  living  with  the  abortion  debate. 
Includes  an  essay  by  Phyllis  Tickle  and  an 
essay  by  Judy  Mathe  Foley,  former  managing 
editor  of  The  Episcopalian. 

139  pages 

UR4-093880,  paper  $3.98/$3.50/$3.20 

Handle  with  Care 

A  Handbook  for  Care  Teams 
Serving  People  with  AIDS 

by  Ronald  H.  Sunderland  and 
Earl  E.  Sbelp 

A  sensitive,  step-by-step  instruction  manual 
for  congregations  that  wish  to  organize  care 
teams  to  serve  people  with  AIDS.  A  care 
team  is  a  group  of  people  from  a  church 
who  are  trained  to  meet  the  many  social, 
emotional,  and  spiritual  needs  of  people  with 
AIDS. 

UR4-165768,  paper  $7.95/$7. 15/86.35 


Of  Sacred  Worth 

by  Paul  A.  Mickey 

This  objective,  conservative  treatment  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  looks  at  the  issue  from  three  perspec¬ 
tives:  theological,  biblical,  and  contemporary. 
UR4-284058,  paper  $7.95/87. 15/86.35 

What  People  Expect  from  Church: 

Why  Meeting  the  Needs  of  People  is 
More  Important  than  Church  Meetings 

People  come  to  your  church  with  four  basic 
needs:  to  understand,  to  be  understood,  to 
belong,  and  to  hope.  Randall  shows  how  you 
can  shift  the  focus  from  maintaining  struc¬ 
tures  and  programs  to  meeting  the  relational 
yearnings  of  your  congregation. 

UR4- 133874,  paper  811.95/810.75/89.55 
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Letters  to  Graduates 

compiled  by  Myrna  Reid  Grant 

Enrich  a  graduate's  life  with  a  gift  that  sup¬ 
ports  strong  values.  Contributors  include  Alan 
Paton,  Madeleine  L’Engle,  Jacques  Ellul, 
Elisabeth  Elliott,  Billy  Graham,  Charles  Colson 
and  Pope  John  Paul  II.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-2 15633  $7.95/55.95 

The  Samaritan’s  Imperative: 

Compassionate  Ministry 
to  People  With  AIDS 
by  Michael  J.  Christensen 

Shows  how  to  be  there  for  people  in  need. 
Presents  a  biblical  model  for  working  with 
people  who  have  AIDS.  Includes  guidelines  for 
pastoral  care,  basic  caregiving,  and  saying 
goodbye.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-367905,  paper  $9.95/$8.95/$7.95 


The  Church  Confident 

by  Leander  E.  Keck 

What  is  the  proper  nature  and  mission  of  the 
Church  in  today’s  world?  In  this  penetrating 
analysis.  Keck  offers  a  vision  of  renewal  and  a 
challenge  for  genuine  reform  that  can  only  be 
carried  out  by  individuals  like  you  and  me. 
Abingdon.  A01 

UR4-081513,  paper  $9.95/$8.95/$7.95 


Is  There  Life  After  Stress? 

by  James  W.  Moore 

Job  pressures,  financial  woes,  family  troubles: 
We  all  face  stress.  Moore  shows  how  we  can 
deal  with  it  creatively  and  make  it  work  for 
us  rather  than  against  us.  Dimensions  for 
Living.  DG8 

UR4-197082,  paper  $9.00/$8.10/$7.20 


Working  Parent,  Happy  Child  You 
Can  Balance  Job  and  Family 

by  Caryl  Waller  Krueger 

Your  career  doesn’t  have  to  rob  your  family  of 
its  happiness.  This  book  gives  you  specific 
methods  for  keeping  work  and  family  in  bal¬ 
ance.  Abingdon.  A01 

UR446191X,  paper  $13.95/$12.55/$11.15 

How  to  Raise  Good  Children 
Encouraging  Moral  Growth 

by  Laurel  Hughes 

Don’t  rely  on  the  school  system  to  teach  your 
children  good  moral  behavior.  Use  these  spe¬ 
cific  suggestions  to  nurture  children’s  emo¬ 
tional,  moral,  and  physical  well-being. 
Abingdon.  A01 

UR4-179262,  paper  $6.95/$6.25/$5.55 


1001  Things  to  Do  With  Your  Kids 

by  Caryl  Waller  Krueger 

Make  your  child  feel  special.  Just  a  few  min¬ 
utes  together  doing  one  of  these  activities  can 
make  a  world  of  difference.  Abindon.  A01 

UR4-291925,  paper  $  1 4 .95/$  1 3.45/$  1 1 .95 


Smoke  Screen: 

How  a  Good  Kid  Got  Hooked 
on  Drugs  and  What  He  and 
His  Family  Did  About  It 

by  Betsy  Tice  White 

White  explores  effective  ways  to  cope  with  the 
nightmare  and  encourages  parents  to  have 
hope.  “Frightening,  compelling,  and  heart¬ 
warming.  Ought  to  be  required  reading  for 
every  parent  in  America.”  -  John  Killinger, 
author  and  pastor.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-38740X,  paper  $10.95/$9.85/$8.75 


Let  Me  Do  It! 

by  Anne  Rogovin 

Your  kids  will  enjoy  hours  of  fun!  Rogovin 
offers  more  than  300  activities  for  every  child 
-  regardless  of  ability!  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-2 13762,  paper  $10.95/$9.85/$8.75 

1001  Wonderful  Wonders 
Activities  for  All  Children 

by  Anne  Rogovin 

No  duds  here!  Every  activity  is  fun,  education¬ 
al,  and  character-building!  And  no  one  is  ex¬ 
cluded  by  virtue  of  capability.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-291933,  paper  $12.95/$11.65/$10.35 


How  to  Raise  a  Healthy  Achiever 

Escaping  the  Type  A  Treadmill 

by  Laurel  Hughes 

How  can  you  teach  your  children  to  value 
achievement,  without  causing  them  to  “go 
overboard"?  Laurel  Hughes  shows  how  to 
instill  a  healthy,  balanced  attitude  toward  per¬ 
sonal  achievement  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-179297,  paper  $9.95/$8.95/$7.95 


Why  Did  God  Make  Zits  &  Other 
Disgusting  Stuff? 

Questions  Preteens  Ask 

by  Kel  Groseclose 

Don’t  be  stumped  when  your  child  starts  ask¬ 
ing  teenage  questions.  For  young  and  old 
alike,  Kel  Crosedose  answers  preteen  ques¬ 
tions  with  wit  and  uncanny  insight 
Dimensions  for  Living.  DC8 
UR4465869,  paper  $7.00/$6.30/$5.60 


Why  Did  God  Make  Bugs  & 

Other  Icky  Things? 

Questions  Kids  Ask 

by  Kel  Groseclose 

Do  cats  go  to  heaven?  Do  you  still  love  me 
when  I  spill  my  milk?  Groseclose  tackles  ques¬ 
tions  that  may  seem  silly  to  adults  but  express 
real  concerns  of  the  kids  who  ask  them. 
Dimensions  for  Living.  DC8 
UR4-465834,  paper  $7.00/$6.30/$5.60 


Healing  Where  It  Hurts 

by  James  W.  Moore 

When  life  breaks  your  heart  when  you  have 
"spiritual  cataracts,”  when  you  develop 
“hearing  problems,”  here’s  help.  Stories 
from  the  Bible  and  from  everyday  life  pro¬ 
vide  help  for  those  times  in  life  when  we 
need  healing  where  it  hurts.  Dimensions  for 
Living.  DG8 

UR4-167434,  paper  $9.00/$8.10/$7.20 


The  Power  That  Heals 

Love,  Healing,  &  The  Trinity 

by  David  James  Randolph 

This  groundbreaking  book  relates  faith  in 
the  Trinity  to  current  medical  discoveries. 
Randolph  draws  on  personal  experience, 
case  studies,  and  medical  research  to  show 
how  faith  contributes  to  healing.  Abingdon. 
A01 

UR4-332079,  paper  $10.95/$9.85/$8.75 

You  the  Graduate 

Revised  Edition  by  Harold  J.  Drown 

Making  the  transition  into  adulthood  isn’t 
easy.  These  60  thought-provoking  essays  offer 
guidance  on  using  talents,  assuming  responsi¬ 
bility,  and  dealing  with  other  aspects  of  daily 
living.  Abingdon.  A01 

UR4-46854X  $7.95/$5.95 


Good-bye  High  School, 

Hello  College 

by  William  H.  Willimon 

Drawing  on  his  experience  as  a  college  chap¬ 
lain,  Willimon  offers  reflections  on  the  new 
beginnings  awaiting  high  school  graduates 
as  they  enter  college.  Dimensions  for 
Living.  DG8 

UR4-155274,  paper  $9.00/$6.75 

Roots  and  Wings 

Revised  Edition  by  James  W.  Angell 

Where  can  graduates  find  courage  for  the 
journey  ahead?  James  W.  Angell  strengthens 
high  school  graduates'  love  for  their  heritage 
and  helps  direct  their  thoughts  for  the  future 
into  positive  action.  Abingdon  A01 
UR4-365821  $7.95/85.95 


When  You  Graduate 

Revised  Edition  by  Charles  L.  Allen 
and  Mouzon  Biggs 

This  classic  volume  provides  practical  wisdom 
and  down-to-earth  advice  for  those  about  to 
confront  a  world  of  difficult  decisions. 
Abingdon.  A01 

UR4-450438,  paper  $7.95/$5.95 


Can  You  Remember  to  Forget? 

And  32  Other  Questions  for 
Tomorrow’s  Leaders 

by  James  W.  Moore 

Here’s  a  treasury  of  spiritual  wisdom  gradu¬ 
ates  can  carry  throughout  life!  “This  is  the 
way  we  grow  and  mature,"  writes  the  author. 
"By  raising  questions  and  struggling  with 
them.”  James  Moore  responds  to  questions 
that  every  graduate  must  deal  with  in  order 
to  develop  a  talent  of  leadership.  Abingdon. 
A01 

UR4-046289  $8.95/$6.70 

365  Meditations  for  Mothers  of 
Young  Children 

Then  bedtime  comes  and  they  are  tucked 
in,  quiet,  and  so  peaceful.  And  there  I 
stand,  tired  and  frazzled  yet  thinking,  “This 
is  good;  this  is  very  good!’’  I  know  how  God 
felt  after  creating  the  world,  -from  the 
month  of  September.  Dimensions  for 
Living.  DC8 

UR4-4 18909,  paper  $  12.00/$  10.80/89.55 


365  Meditations  for  Women 

For  each  day  of  the  year,  you  will  find  a  medi¬ 
tation  or  devotion  to  meet  your  spiritual 
needs.  Written  by  women  and  for  women. 
Abingdon.  A01 

UR4-4 18860,  paper  $11.95/$10.80/$9.55 


365  More  Meditations 
for  Women 

Spend  some  time  getting  to  know  a  few  sisters 
in  faith.  Experience  a  year  long  journey  with 
12  Christian  women  who  share  their  faith  - 
openly,  honestly,  and  compassionately. 
Dimensions  for  Living.  DG8 
UR4-418887,  paper  $12.00/$10.80/$9.55 


Secrets  for  Successful  Living 

by  John  E.  Fellers 

This  jewel  of  a  book  is  packed  with  faith-filled 
tactics  for  handling  life’s  everyday  concerns. 
Ideal  for  graduates  and  anyone  who  is  tack¬ 
ling  new  challenges.  Dimensions  for  Living. 
DC8 

UR4-371333,  paper  $7.00/$6.25/$5.60 


Men  at  Mid-Life 
Steering  Through  the  Detours 

by  James  A.  Hamish 

Mid-life  crises  were  not  meant  to  be  dealt 
with  alone.  James  Harnish  offers  inspiration 
and  practical  ideas  for  handling  men's  mid¬ 
life  concerns  such  as  personal  identity,  fear, 
forgiveness,  sex  and  sensuality,  spirituality, 
friendship,  and  more.  Both  you  and  your 
spouse  will  find  comfort,  reassurance,  and 
advice  for  the  difficult  times.  Dimensions  for 
Living.  DC8 

UR4-247748,  paper  $9.00/$8. 10/87.20 


Yes,  Lord,  I  Have  Sinned  But  I 
Have  Several  Excellent  Excuses 

by  James  W.  Moore 

Discouraged?  Draw  new  strength  from  the 
powerful  insights  of  pastor  and  bestselling 
author  James  Moore.  Each  chapter  offers  for¬ 
giveness  and  grace  to  those  who  will  believe. 
Suitable  for  group  study.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR44666 IX,  paper  $6.95/$6.25/$5.60 

Leader's  Guide 

UR4O02613  $3.95 


Triumphant  Living  in 
Turbulent  Times 

by  William  H.  Hinson 

Here’s  a  sure-fire  way  to  beat  the  blues. 

Hinson  reveals  the  characteristics  that  result 
in  a  positive,  power-filled  life  and  helps  us  gain 
the  strength  to  face  tomorrow  triumphantly. 
Dimensions  for  Living.  DG8 
UR4-4264 13,  paper  $9.00/$8. 10/$7.20 

Don’t  Put  a  Period  Where  God 
Put  a  Comma 

Self-Esteem  for  Christians 

by  Nell  W.  Mohney 

Gain  a  renewed  confidence  for  navigating 
the  rapids  of  life.  Nell  Mohney’s  biblically- 
based  suggestions  will  help  you  -  or  some¬ 
one  you  love  -  overcome  fears  and  develop 
a  positive  self-image.  Dimensions  for  Living. 
DG8 

UR4-1 10610,  paper  $7.50/$6.75/$6.00 


When  All  Else  Fails, 

Read  the  Instructions 

by  James  W.  Moore 

Take  a  fresh  look  at  the  original  “instruction 
book”  -  the  Bible.  Award-winning  author 
Moore  gives  emphasis  to  the  Beatitudes,  the 
Ten  Commandments,  and  the  bottom-line 
instruction:  “Love  one  another.”  Dimensions 
for  Living.  DG8 

UR4-449189,  paper  $9.00/88.10/87.20 

Room  in  the  Inn 

Ways  Your  Congregation  Can 
Help  Homeless  People 

by  Charles  F.  Strobel 

What  one  person  can’t  do,  a  group  of  caring 
people  can!  Strobel  shows  how  your  church 
can  provide  help  for  homeless  people. 
Abingdon.  A01 

UR4-365880,  paper  $7.95/87. 15/$6.35 


March  18,  1994 


A  Supplement  to  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 


3 


Higher  Than  the  Top 

Here’s  one  for  present  and  future  entrepre¬ 
neurs  on  your  gift  list!  These  accounts  from 
Guideposts  tell  how  the  lives  and  careers  of 
Dave  Thomas  of  Wendy’s,  Orville  Reden- 
bacher,  and  other  successful  business  people 
have  been  influenced  by  their  faith. 
Dimensions  for  Living.  DG8 
UR4-170028,  paper  $7.00/$6.00/$5.00 


Everyday  Prayers  for  Women 

The  dimensions  of  a  woman’s  life  are  many. 
These  far-reaching  prayers  cover  all  the  bases: 
keeping  the  adventure  in  everyday  living,  a 
child’s  first  day  at  school,  self-control,  depen¬ 
dent  parents,  a  child’s  marriage,  the  office, 
Christmas  shopping,  vacations,  and  more. 
Dimensions  for  Living.  DG8 
UR4-3 16928,  paper  $5.00/$4.50/$4.00 


Everyday  Prayers  for  Men 

Men  will  appreciate  not  only  the  value  of  pra¬ 
yer,  but  also  the  value  of  life.  They  will  find  a 
prayer  of  thanks  for  a  job,  a  prayer  for  car 
trouble,  prayers  to  say  for  a  wife,  children,  in¬ 
laws,  the  holidays,  and  even  for  the  visit  of  un¬ 
welcome  relatives.  Dimensions  for  Living.  DC8 
UR4-31691X,  paper  $5.00/$4.50/$4.00 


Everyday  Prayers  for  Teens 

Suggested  by  a  group  of  teens,  the  prayer  top¬ 
ics  offer  support  for  both  exciting  and  trou¬ 
bling  times.  Occasions  include  times  of  cele¬ 
bration,  after  the  break-up  of  romance,  when 
struggling  with  drug  or  alcohol  abuse,  for  a 
parent,  and  more. 

UR4-3 16944  $5.00/54.50/54.00 


Everyday  Prayers  for  Children 

Help  your  children  become  better  acquainted 
with  the  concept  of  having  a  prayer  life.  This 
preparatory  volume  includes  tips  on  how  to 
pray  as  well  as  prayers  for  morning,  bedtime, 
meals,  and  other  occasions.  Dimensions  for 
Living.  DG8 

UR4-316936,  paper  $5.00/54.50/54.00 

How  to  Stay  Alive 
Everyday  Prayers  for  Teachers 

Encourage  your  favorite  teacher  with  a  special 
gift  Selections  include  prayers  for  the  first 
and  last  days  of  school,  conferences  with  par¬ 
ents,  exams,  report  cards,  troubled  students, 
chaperoning  trips,  and  more.  Dimensions  for 
Living.  DC8 

UR4-3 16952,  paper  $5.00/$4.50/$4.00 

Can  Homophobia  Be  Cured? 

Wrestling  with  Questions 
that  Challenge  the  Church 

by  Bruce  Hilton 

Sooner  or  later  the  homosexuality  question 
will  hit  home.  Hilton’s  book  offers  a  candid 
examination  for  people  who  aren’t  satisfied 
with  easy  answers.  Abingdon.  A01 

UR4-0463 19,  paper  $  10.95/S9.85/S8.75 


Talking  With  God 

A  Guide  to  Prayer 

by  Mack  B.  Stokes 

If  you  have  questions  about  prayer,  you’ll 
probably  find  the  answers  here.  This  valu¬ 
able  sourcebook  containing  essential 
answers  about  prayer.  Bishop  Stokes 
explores  the  nature  of  prayer  and  offers 
some  good  ideas  for  developing  a  meaningful 
prayer  life.  It’s  ideal  for  personal  or  group 
study.  Abingdon.  AO  1 

UR4-409993,  paper  $8.95/$8.05/$7.15 


The  Joy  Ride:  Everyday  Ways  to 
Lasting  Happiness 

by  Robert  H.  and  Jeanette  C.  Lauer 

Do  you  sometimes  feel  as  if  you  spend  more 
time  doing  battle  with  gloom  than  rejoicing  in 
the  life  that  Cod  has  given?  In  The  Joy  Ride, 
popular  authors  Robert  and  Jeanette  Lauer 
offer  a  fresh  perspective  on  the  Christian’s 
search  for  joy.  Specific  examples,  paired  with 
relevant  biblical  teachings,  will  help  you  recog¬ 
nize  unlimited  opportunities  for  experiencing 
joy  more  fully  and  more  frequently  -  even  in 
difficult  circumstances. 

UR4-130530  $9.00/58.10/57.20 


Everyday  Prayers  for 
Grandmothers 

Faith,  imagination,  communication,  memories, 
God’s  grace,  reassurance:  Prayers  on  these 
topics  and  others  touch  the  concerns  and 
emotions  of  all  grandmothers. 

UR4-121795  55.00/S4.50/54.00 


As  Long  As  You  Live 

Practical  Guides  for  Christian  Living 

by  Robert  Spain 

The  next  time  you  feel  half  dead,  try  this  pick- 
me-up.  With  sensitivity  and  warmth  Bob  Spain 
helps  us  order  our  priorities  and  lead  fulfilled 
lives  in  today’s  fast-paced,  materialistic,  high- 
tech  world.  Dimensions  for  Living.  DG8 
UR4-179424,  paper  59.00/58.10/57.20 


Breaking  the  Code 

Understanding  the  Book  of 
Revelation 

by  Bruce  M.  Metzger 

This  is  not  your  typical  book  on  Revelation.  It 
is  neither  a  sensationalized  interpretation,  nor 
is  it  so  academic  that  only  the  highly-educated 
can  understand  it  Metzger  presents  a  scholar¬ 
ly  interpretation  that  is  both  theologically  mod¬ 
erate  and  accessible  for  all.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-428076,  paper  $6.95/56.25/55.55 

UR4-769736,  Leader's  Guide  $3.95 

UR4-762421,  Video  Set  (Video,  Book, 
and  Leader's  Guide),  $39.95 

The  Greatest  Teachings  of  Jesus 

by  John  Killinger 

Come  sit  at  the  feet  of  Jesus  and  examine 
twelve  themes  that  surface  again  and  again  in 
his  teachings  including:  love,  faith,  forgive¬ 
ness,  prayer,  sacrifice,  eternal  life,  and  the 
Second  Coming.  Contemporary  illustrations 
prove  the  timeless  nature  of  Jesus’  teachings. 
Abingdon.  A01 

UR4-158230,  paper  59.95/58.95/57.95 


365  Days  from  Genesis  Through 
Revelation 

by  J.  Ellsworth  Kalas 

Every  Christian  wants  to  read  the  Bible 
through,  cover  to  cover,  but  actually  doing  so 
can  be  intimidating.  This  inspiring  and  encour¬ 
aging  guide  will  help  you  reach  that  goal. 

You  can  start  at  any  time  and  read  a  selection 
each  day,  with  a  brief  commentary  to  help  you 
apply  what  you’ve  read.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-466261,  paper  511.95/510.80/59.55 


Acts  For  Our  Times 

by  Charles  Yrigoyen,  Jr. 

Taking  a  thematic  approach  to  the  Book  of 
Acts,  this  volume  deals  with  the  beginnings, 
background,  and  cultural  situation  of  the  New 
Testament  church,  and  explores  the  Book’s 
meaning  for  today.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-007712,  paper  $6.95/56.25/55.55 


Parables  From  the  Back  Side 

Bible  Stories  with  a  Twist 
by  J.  Ellsworth  Kalas 
Step  backwards  into  the  parables.  By  present¬ 
ing  them  through  the  eyes  of  a  minor  or 
unsympathetic  character,  Kalas  provides 
refreshingly  creative  insights  into  12  of  Jesus’ 
parables.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR 4-300622,  paper  59.95/58.95/57.95 

Leader's  Guide 

UR4-002621  $3.95 

Sister  Images 

Guided  Meditations  from  the 
Stories  of  Biblical  Women 

by  Mary  Zimmer 

Now  at  last  there  is  a  book  which  ...  offers  us 
membership  in  the  company  of  scriptural 
women  ...  Evoked  by  Zimmer’s  words  and 
gathered  into  our  imaginations  by  means  of 
her  suggestions,  the  women  become  for  us 
twenty  spirits  reflective  as  well  as  instructive 
of  our  own.  -  Phyllis  Tickle,  Religion  Editor, 
Publishers  Weekly,  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-385563,  paper  57.95/57.15/56.35 

UR4-008 158,  Audiotape  $  10.95/59.85/58.75 


Becoming  a  Thinking  Christian 

by  John  B.  Cobb,  Jr. 

Real  Christian  theology  is  not  a  matter  for 
professionals.  It  is  for  Christians  who  think. 
That  means  us  -  committed  lay  Christians 
who  realize  that  to  have  spiritual  renewal,  we 
must  engage  in  serious  thinking.  This  volume 
helps  us  learn  how  to  sharpen  our  beliefs  and 
offers  ways  to  apply  thinking  to  being  and  act¬ 
ing.  Abingdon.  A01 

UR4-287529,  paper  $9.95/58.95/57.95 


Encountering  Jesus 

by  Zan  W.  Holmes 

Helps  laypersons  encounter  Jesus  and  live  as 
his  disciples.  Jesus  is  sought  as  healer,  com¬ 
forter,  friend,  justifier,  sanctifier,  liberator,  and 
seeker  of  justice.  Abingdon.  A01 

UR4-1 161 12,  paper  $4.95/54.50/54.00 

UR4-00263X,  Leaders  Guide  53.95 


The  Will  Of  God 

by  Leslie  D.  Weatherhead 

Excellent  for  anyone  ministering  to  those  in 
grief.  A  classic.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4456010,  paper  $3.95/53.55/53.15 

New!  Church  Leadership:  Vision, 
Team,  Culture,  and  Integrity 

by  Lovett  H.  Weems,  Jr. 

Presents  an  overview  and  digest  of  the  explo¬ 
sion  in  secular  literature  about  leadership  and 
management,  and  translates  the  best  of  such 
material  to  the  church.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-133416,  paper  510.95/59.85/58.75 

New!  Biblical  Perspectives  On 
Evangelism:  Living  in  a  Three- 
Storied  Universe 

by  Walter  Brueggemann 

In  this  important  work,  Brueggemann 
explores  categories  of  "evangelism’’  in  the 
Bible.  He  describes  evangelism  as  a  drama  in 
three  scenes:  God's  victory  over  the  forces  of 
chaos  and  death,  the  announcement  of  that 
victory,  and  its  appropriation  by  those  who 
hear.  An  evangelism  which  is  faithful  to  the 
biblical  models,  he  asserts,  will  require  the 
Church  to  reconsider  its  current  practices  and 
methods.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4412331,  paper  $12.95/511.65/510.35 


Strategies  For  Change 

Focuses  on  the  institutional  context  for 
change  and  sources  of  authority  for  making 
changes.  Offers  a  checklist  of  strategies  and 
tactics.  Abingdon.  A01 

UR4-396735,  paper  $  1 1.95/510.75/59.55 


The  Land  And  The  Book:  An 
Introduction  to  the  World 
of  the  Bible 

by  Charles  R.  Page  II  and  Carl  A.  Volz 

A  fascinating  exploration  of  the  history,  cul¬ 
ture,  and  geography  of  the  Ancient  Near  East 
Abingdon.  A01 

UR4462894,  paper  5 15.95/5 14.35/5 12.75 


Letting  God  Bless  You:  The 
Beatitudes  for  Today 

by  John  Killinger 

Asserts  that  the  Beatitudes  are  not  a  set  of 
rules  for  living  or  a  ladder  to  moral  success 
but  a  description  of  living  within  the  common¬ 
wealth  of  God  and  seeing  life  from  that  per¬ 
spective.  The  author  examines  the  Beatitudes 
verse  by  verse  and,  through  inspirational  sto¬ 
ries  and  examples,  relates  their  meanings  to 
modern-day  Christians.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-2 15692,  paper  $7.95/57.15/56.35 

New!  Unleashing  The  Scripture: 
Freeing  the  Bible  from  Captivity 
to  America 

by  Stanley  Hauerwas 

This  provocative  critique  of  biblical  studies 
argues  that  both  the  liberal  (historical-critical) 
and  fundamentalist  (literal)  approaches  to  bib¬ 
lical  scholarship  have  corrupted  our  use  of  the 
Bible,  especially  in  preaching,  in  the  American 
church.  Hauerwas  asserts  that  the  Bible  can 
be  understood  only  in  the  midst  of  a  disci¬ 
plined  community  of  people.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-3 16782,  paper  $12.95/511.65/510.35 


Get  Acquainted  With  Your  Bible 

by  Gary  Ball-Kilbourne 

An  introduction  to  the  Bible  in  an  easy-to- 
use,  nontechnical  format!  Full-color  and 
“user  friendly,"  the  Study  Book  is  perfect  for 
personal  reading  and  group  study.  The 
Leader’s  Guide  provides  complete  plans  for 
an  eight-session  class  or  group  study. 
Abingdon.  A01 
Study  Book: 

UR4-140463,  paper  $3.95/5350/53.15 

Leader’s  Guide: 

UR4-140471,  paper  54.25/53.85/53.40 

The  Church  And  Abortion:  In 
Search  of  New  Ground  for  Response 

by  Paul  T.  Stallsworth,  General  Editor; 
with  contributions  by  Ruth  S.  Brown, 
Michael  J.  Gorman,  Stanley  Hauerwas,  and 
William  H.  Willimon 

Attempts  to  move  the  abortion  debate  from 
the  framework  and  language  of  American  poli¬ 
tics  to  that  of  the  church  and  theology. 
Abingdon.  A01 

UR4-078520,  paper  $10.95/59.85/58.75 

Vision  At  Patmos:  A  Study  of  the 
Book  of  Revelation 

by  Justo  L.  Gonzalez  and  Catherine 
Gonzalez 

Vision  at  Patmos  guides  the  reader 
through  the  Book  of  Revelation  in  six 
down-to-earth,  easy-to-understand  sessions. 
Abingdon.  A01 

UR4-437741,  paper  56.95/56.25/55.55 
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New!  Breaking  The  Code:  Under¬ 

standing  the  Book  of  Revelation 

by  Bruce  M.  Metzger 

Many  books  offer  sensationalized  explanations 
of  and  predictions  drawn  from  the  Book  of 
Revelation.  Many  scholarly  commentaries  are 
also  available.  However,  few  books  present  a 
scholarly  interpretation  in  a  style  accessible 
for  a  popular  audience.  Breaking  the  Code 
overcomes  these  limitations.  Available 
November  1993.  Abingdon.  A01 

UR4-428076,  paper  $6.95/$6.25/$5.55 

UR4-769736,  Leader's  Guide,  $3.95 

UR4762421,  Video  Set  (VHS  Video, 

Book,  and  Leader's  Guide)  $39.95 


Bibles 

New!  The  Harpercollins  Study 
Bible:  NRSV 

Wayne  A.  Meeks,  general  editor 

This  all-new,  authoritative  study  Bible  with 
Apocrypha  is  60%  Bible  text  and  40%  notes. 
Includes  introductions  to  each  book,  16  pages 
of  color  maps,  plus  50  additional  maps  and 
tables,  and  authoritative  yet  readable  notes 
and  annotations.  Harper.  H06 
UR4-440622,  Hardcover  $40.00/$27.95 

UR4-485948,  Black  leather  $75.00/$49.95 
UR4-486008,  Burgundy  leather  $75.00/$49.95 


New!  The  God  We  Worship 

by  Sondra  Higgins  Matthaei 

This  volume  helps  United  Methodists  use  the 
sources  and  criteria  of  Scripture,  tradition, 
experience,  and  reason  to  reflect  on  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Cod.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-152038,  paper  $8.95/$8.05/$7.15 


God  Made  Known 


Cokesbury  NRSV  Gift  And  Award 
Bible 


Regular  Edition.  Leatherflex  Binding.  Bound 
in  imitation  leather  with  gold  page  edges. 

Red  letter: 


UR4-277236,  Burgundy 
UR4-277247,  Black 
UR4-277258,  Blue 
Black  letter: 
UR4-294149,  Black 


$  10.95/$9.95/$8.95 
$  10.95/$9.95/$8.95 
$  10.95/$9.95/$8.95 

$  10.95/$9.95/$8.95 


by  Thomas  A.  Langford;  Charles  W. 
Brockwell,  general  editor 

Lays  the  groundwork  for  the  understanding  of 
God  from  a  Wesleyan/United  Methodist  per¬ 
spective.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-179769,  paper  $8.95/$8.05/$7.15 

What  United  Methodists  Believe 
About  The  Church 

by  Henry  Young 

Explores  baptism,  connectionalism,  inclusive¬ 
ness,  ecumenism,  and  social  justice.  Abingdon. 
A01 

UR4-449146,  Paper,  $8.95/$8.05/$7.15 


New!  To  The  Point:  AIDS 

by  Mary  Earheart  Brown,  Jeff  Buck, 
Yvonne  Billingsley  Howze,  Fritz  and  Etta 
Mae  Mutti,  Traci  Denean  Patton,  Anne 
Van  Dillen  Roth,  and  others 

This  new  volume  in  the  series  To  the  Point 
Confronting  Youth  Issues  discusses  AIDS  in  a 
sound  biblical  and  theological  context 
Contains  teaching  articles,  ready-to-go  pro¬ 
grams,  worship  resources,  facts  and  figures, 
where  to  go  for  help,  and  more.  Much  of  this 
information  is  printed  both  in  English  and  in 
Spanish.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-782201,  paper  $7.95/$7.15/$6.35 


Bonded  Leather  Binding.  Footnote  refer¬ 
ences,  words  of  Christ  in  red,  presentation 
page,  and  full-color  endsheets. 

UR4-277260.  Burgundy  $21.95/$19.75/$17.50 
UR4-277271.  Black  $21.95/$19.75/$17.50 


With  Apocrypha.  Leatherflex  Binding. 

Contains  the  complete  text  of  the  Apocrypha. 

Red  letter: 

UR4-277282,  Burgundy  $  12.95/$  1  X.95/$9.95 
UR4-277305,  Black  $12.95/$11.95/$9.95 
UR4-277293,  Blue  $12.95/$  1 1.95/$9.95 
Black  letter 


UR4-294264,  Black  $  12.95/$  1 1.95/S9.95 


The  New  Oxford  Annotated  Bible  - 
NRSV 

An  Ecumenical  Study  Bible  Completely 
Revised  and  Enlarged.  Oxford  N05 


Gospel  Of  Grace:  The  Way  of 
Salvation  in  the  Wesleyan 
Tradition 

by  Kenneth  C.  Kinghorn 

Focuses  on  Christian  experience  -  in 
Wesleyan  theology  the  most  important  aspect 
of  biblical  religion.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-156548,  paper  $7.95/$7.15/$6.35 


Cloth  Editions: 

UR4-303201.  Reg  Edition  $37.95/$27.95 

UR4-303267.  With  Apocrypha  $39.95/$26.95 


The  Student  Bible  -  NRSV 

Expanded  and  Updated.  Highlight  and  Insight 
sections  for  reading  enrichment;  14  full-color 
maps;  overview  and  more.  Perfect  for  youth 
and  Bible  students  of  all  ages.  6'/k"x9Vi".  X01 
UR4-495548,  paper  $17.99/$  13.95/$  13.95 


Cokesbury  NIV  Gift  And  Award 
Bible 

Red  letter  edition  bound  in  your  choice  of 
three  colors  of  imitation  leather  with  gold 
page  edges.  Big  library  of  study  helps;  28-page 
dictionary/concordance  and  full-color  maps. 
Includes  family/presentation  section. 
53/i»"x8!4".  Cokesbury.  C08. 

UR4-232455,  Blue  $  1 2.95/$  1 1 .95/$9.95 
UR4-232466,  Black  $  12.95/$  1 1.95/S9.95 
UR4-232477,  Burgundy  $  12.95/$1 1.95/$9.95 


The  Student  Bible  -  NIV 

New  International  Version.  The  most  accessi¬ 
ble  Bible  yet  for  the  budding  scholar.  Special 
features  add  important  background  for  each 
book  of  the  Bible.  Zondervan.  X01 
UR4-187988,  paper  $17.99/$13.95/$13.95 
UR4-357783,  Cloth  $26.99/$  19.95 


The  NIV  Study  Bible 

The  most  complete  NIV  Reference  Bible  avail¬ 
able!  Extensive  study  notes,  introductions  & 
outlines  for  every  book,  in-text  maps,  charts, 
diagrams,  illustrations.  &Wx9Vt".  Zondervan. 
X01 

Tan  Hardcover 

UR4-149594  $37.99/$24.95/$24.95 

Bonded  Leather.  Burgundy 
UR4-149834.  Red  letter  $64.99/$47.95/$47.95 
Bonded  Leather.  Blue 

UR4-227870.  Red  letter  $64.99/$47.95/$47.95 


Single  With  Children 

by  Caryl  Waller  Krueger 

Providing  help  and  support  for  the  single 
parent,  this  book  contains  practical  ideas, 
true  stories  of  single  parents,  and  how-to- 
suggestions  for  getting  it  all  done. 

Abingdon.  A01 

UR4385555,  paper  $7.95/$7.15/$6.35 


New!  Dear  Lord,  They  Want  Me 
To  Give  The  Devotions! 

by  Shane  M.  Croth  and  John  D.  Schroeder 

Other  books  are  collections  of  “canned”  devo¬ 
tions;  this  book  tells  how  to  prepare  a  devo¬ 
tion  and  how  to  use  “canned”  devotions  by 
making  them  uniquely  one’s  own.  Abingdon. 
A01 

UR4-292115,  paper  $7.95/$7.15/$6.35 

How  Do  Our  Children  Grow? 

Introducing  Children  to  God,  Jesus, 
the  Bible,  Prayer,  and  Church 
by  Delia  Halverson 

Practical,  effective  directions  for  parents  who 
want  to  build  a  foundation  for  faithfulness  as 
their  children  grow.  Abingdon.  A01 
UR4-175216,  paper  $8.95/$8.05/$7.15 

Caught  in  the  Crossfire 

Helping  Christians  Debate 
Homosexuality 

edited  by  Sally  B.  Geis  and  Donald  E. 
Messer 

In  this  volume,  writers  with  divergent  points 
of  view  deal  with  questions  such  as: 

•  What  does  the  Bible  say  about  homo¬ 
sexuality?  (Richard  and  Catherine 
Clark  Kroeger;  Victor  Paul  Furnish) 

•  Are  Christianity  and  homosexuality 
incompatible?  (Marva  J.  Dawn;  James 
B.  Nelson) 

•  Should  gays  and  lesbians  be  ordained? 
(Richard  C.  Looney;  Tex  Sample) 

•  Are  gay  unions  legitimate  Christian 
covenants?  (Catherine  Clark  Kroeger 

.  .  Chris  Glaser) 

UR4-095247,  paper  $  1 2.95/$  1 1.65/$  1 0.35 

Seizing  The  Moments 

Making  the  Most  of  Life's 
Opportunities 

by  James  W.  Moore 

Seizing  the  Moments  shows  how  to  avoid  a 
life  full  of  “might  have  beens.”  It  is  for  those 
who  desire  the  courage  to  act  quickly  and 
effectively,  when  the  moment  is  right 
James  W.  Moore  shows  how  to  tum  golden 
opportunities  -  crucial  moments  -  into  real¬ 
ized  dreams.  Instead  of  letting  them  slip  away. 
Abingdon.  A01 

UR4-371511,  paper  $9.95/$8.95/$7.95 


Cokesbury 


CALL  OR  VISIT 
YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 

ORDER  FROM  YOUR 
COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTER 

201  Eighth  Avenue  South  •  P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202-0801 

ORDER  TOLL  FREE:  1  800  672  1789 

FAX  ANYTIME:  1-800-445-8189 


Use  your  Cokesbury  account,  Discover, 
Visa,  American  Express,  or  MasterCard 

TDD/TT  Toll-Free  Service 

1-800-227-4091 

(Telecommunications  Device  for  the  Deaf/Telex  Telephone) 

•  •  • 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed!  Please  add  your  state's  sales  tax. 
Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Shipping  and  handling  extra. 


FOR  PERSONAL  SERVICE,  SHOP  AT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 

Atlanta  •  Baltimore  •  Birmingham  •  Blackstone,  VA  •  Canton  •  Charleston,  WV  •  Charlotte  •  Cincinnati  •  Clearwater 
Columbia  •  Columbus  •  Dallas  •  Dayton  •  Denver  •  Des  Moines  •  Detroit  •  Fort  Worth  •  Harrisburg  •  Houston  •  Indianapolis 
Jackson,  MS  •  Kansas  City  •  Knoxville  •  Lake  Junaluska,  NC  •  Lexington,  KY  •  Little  Rock  •  Lubbock  •  Memphis  •  Minneapolis 
Mount  Sequoyah,  AR  •  Nashville  •  Park  Ridge  •  Pasadena  •  Philadelphia  •  Phoenix  •  Pittsburgh  •  Raleigh  •  Richmond 
San  Antonio  •  San  Francisco  •  Sl  Louis  •  Syracuse  •  Teaneck  •  Tulsa 
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23  CITIES  CONSIDERED:  An  initial 

list  of  23  cities  being  considered  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  new 
location  was  released  by  the  Site  Selection 
Task  Force  after  its  March  3-4  meeting  in  In¬ 
dianapolis.  Created  by  the  denomination’s 
1992  General  Conference,  the  task  force  is 
charged  with  recommending  a  new  location  for 
the  board’s  headquarters,  now  in  New  York. 
Criteria  for  consideration  includes  “an  inclu¬ 
sive,  cosmopolitan  community’’  with  access  to 
cost-effective  international  and  domestic  air 
travel.  The  cities — all  with  metropolitan  areas 
of  a  million  or  more  population — are  Atlanta; 
Boston;  Charlotte,  N.C.;  Chicago;  Cincinnati, 
Ohio;  Dallas-Fort  Worth;  Denver;  Detroit; 
Houston;  Los  Angeles;  Miami;  Minneapolis-St. 
Paul;  Nashville,  Tenn.;  New  Orleans;  Orlando, 
Fla.;  Philadelphia;  Pittsburgh;  Portland,  Ore.; 
San  Francisco;  Seattle;  St.  Louis;  Tampa,  Fla.; 
and  Washington,  D.C. 

MONITORING  TEAM  NAMED: 

Two  United  Methodists  have  been  selected  to 
represent  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  of  Christ  in 
the  U.S.A.  in  an  ecumenical 
team  which  will  monitor  the 
first  free,  non-racial  elections 
in  the  Republic  of  South  Afri¬ 
ca,  April  26-28.  Wayne  H. 
Cowan  of  New  York,  and  the 
Rev.  Leonard  Charles  Stovall 
of  Dallas,  will  join  in  an  11- 
member  international  moni¬ 
toring  team  coordinated  by 
the  South  African  Council  of 
Churches,  and  live  in  South 
Africa,  April  5-May  7.  Mr. 
Cowan  is  director  of  interpre¬ 
tive  service  for  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
New  York.  He  was  also  for¬ 
mer  editor  of  "Christianity 
and  Crisis  Magazine. "  Mr.  Stovall  is  pastor  of 
Camp  Wisdom  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Dallas,  and  is  a  member  of  the  national  board 
of  the  Southern  Christian  Leadership  Confer¬ 
ence. 

SUPPORT  FOR  PEACE  EFFORTS:  a 

March  6  letter  of  support  has  been  sent  by 
United  Methodist  Hispanic  officials  in  the  U.S. 
to  church  leaders  involved  in  peace  efforts  in 
the  Mexican  state  of  Chiapas.  "The  crisis  [in 
Chiapas]  was  already  there,  and  it  was  about 
the  extreme  poverty,  racism  and  injustices  that 
were  being  confronted  by  the  indigenous  com¬ 
munity  of  Chiapas.”  Signing  the  letter  were 
Bishop  Joel  N.  Martinez  (Nebraska  Area); 
Bishop  Elias  Galvan  (Phoenix  Area);  and  three 
representatives  of  MARCHA  (Methodists  Rep¬ 
resenting  the  Cause  of  Hispanic  Americans): 
Jose  M.  Fernandez,  Los  Angeles,  president; 
Magda  E.  Morales,  Long  Island,  N.Y.,  secre¬ 
tary;  and  the  Rev.  German  Acevedo  Delgado, 
Perth  Amboy,  N.J.,  executive  director. 


L.  Charles  Stovall 


PROTECT  CHINESE  CHRISTIANS: 

Any  Christian  group  “engaging  in  normal  reli¬ 
gious  activities”  in  China  should  be  protected 
and  recognized  by  the  government,  according 
to  Bishop  K.H.  Ting,  president  of  the  China 
Christian  Council.  Bishop  Ting  made  the  state¬ 
ment  during  a  Jan.  29  speech  that  became 
public  in  the  U.S.  March  3  in  a  report  from 
the  council’s  Amity  News  Service. 


Bishop's  escort 


By  BETTIE  W.  STORY 

SPRINGFIELD,  Ill.— United 
Methodist  Bishop  J.  Alfred 
Ndoricimpa  returned  to  his  war- 
tom  country  of  Burundi  Feb.  18 
after  several  months  of  exile  in 
the  United  States. 

Ongoing  threats  against  the 
Burundi  bishop — who  has  spo¬ 
ken  out  against  the  recent  vio¬ 
lence  in  the  small  central  African 
country — prompted  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  to 
send  a  special  team  to  accompa¬ 
ny  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Ndoricimpa 
as  they  returned  home. 

The  team  included  Bishop 
Walter  Klaiber  (Germany  Area), 
Bishop  David  J.  Lawson  (Illinois 
Area)  and  Doreen  Tilghman, 
who  heads  the  African,  Europe, 
and  Middle  East  missions  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  headquartered  in  New  York. 

They  arrived  in  Burundi  one 
week  after  Bishop  Ndoricimpa’s 


arrival  and  brought  with  them 
Mrs.  Ndoricimpa.  A  fourth  team 
member,  Bishop  Forrest  C.  Stith 
(New  York  Area),  will  make  a 
follow-up  visit  in  the  near  future. 

The  Council  of  Bishops'  team 
met  for  two  hours  with  the  new 
Burundian  president,  Cyprien 
Ntaryamira. 

President  is  a  Hutu 

A  Hutu,  the  president  explained 
the  precarious  position  of  the 
democratically  elected  govern¬ 
ment,  reported  Bishop  Lawson. 

The  president  told  the  bishops 
and  Ms.  Tilghman  that  certain 
powerful  and  wealthy  Burundians 
continue  to  seek  the  government’s 
overthrow.  The  army  is  essentially 
made  up  of  a  single  clan  of  the 
Tutsi  ethnic  group  and  is  opposed 
to  a  new  government. 

“Burundi  needs  the  church  to 
encourage  reconciliation  among 


returns 

citizens,”  the 
president  said. 
“Many  govern¬ 
mental  efforts 
are  being  initi¬ 
ated  to  assist  in 
this  process.” 

He  added, 
however,  that 
Alfred  Ndoricimpa  “we  WU1  not 
succeed  without  the  direct  in¬ 
volvement  and  encouragement  of 
the  church.  We  need  the  church 
to  speak  to  the  international 
community.  The  church  will  be 
believed  even  if  political  leaders 
are  not.” 

The  visiting  team,  to  give  inter¬ 
national  support  and  visibility  to 
the  return  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  bishop,  also  met  with  the  new 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  the  Vice- 
President  of  Parliament,  and  offi¬ 
cials  of  several  embassies. 

Burundian  political  leadership 
consistently  addressed  four  ur- 


Women  church  leaders  issue 


reply  to  'Re-Imagining'  critics 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

NEW  YORK — Asserting  that 
they  stand  foursquare  in  a  tradi¬ 
tion  that  honors  theological  di¬ 
versity,  nine  United  Methodist 
women  drafted  a  statement  re¬ 
sponding  to  what  they  called 
“public  attacks  on  the  leadership, 
theology  and  funding”  of  the 
controversial  Re-Imagining  Con¬ 
ference  held  in  Minneapolis  in 
November. 

Four  of  the  nine  drafters  pre¬ 
sented  their  two-page  rebuttal  at 
a  press  conference  held  March 
8  —  International  Women’s 
Day — at  the  Interchurch  Center. 
About  60  people  attended. 

800  women  signed 

During  the  week  preceding  the 
conference,  about  800  United 
Methodist  women  signed  a  state¬ 
ment,  “A  Time  of  Hope — A  Time 
of  Threat,”  which  was  presented 
at  the  conference. 

Signers  included  United  Meth¬ 
odist  women  bishops,  seminary 
professors,  church  agency  execu¬ 
tives,  clergywomen,  district  su¬ 
perintendents,  missionaries, 
deaconesses  and  laywomen  from 
40  states,  Japan  and  Korea.  Sign¬ 
ers  ranged  in  age  from  1 2  to  80. 

In  the  three  months  since  2,100 
women  and  83  men  attended  the 
Re-Imagining  Conference — in¬ 
tended  to  mark  the  midpoint  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches' 
observance  known  as  the  Ecu¬ 
menical  Decade:  Churches  in  Soli¬ 
darity  with  Women — a  firestorm 
of  criticism  has  erupted  from 


evangelical  and  middle-of-the- 
road  United  Methodists  (see  relat¬ 
ed  time  line  below). 

However,  at  the  press  confer¬ 
ence  March  8,  Drew  University 
theologian  Catherine  Keller  in¬ 
sisted  that  Sophia  is  not  a  god¬ 
dess  but  rather  “an  attribute  of 
God”  symbolized  by  feminine 
imagery. 

The  pagan  goddess  Sophia  so 
much  discussed  since  the  Minne¬ 
apolis  conclave  is  “nothing  but 
an  invention  of  the  ultraconser¬ 
vatives,”  Professor  Keller  assert¬ 
ed.  “She  is  their  Mediterranean 
fertility  fantasy." 

Christian  feminists  aren’t  in¬ 
terested  in  “erecting  some  literal 
female  divinity,”  Professor  Kel¬ 
ler  continued.  “We  don’t  think 
anyone  needs  to  wear  the  pants 
in  heaven.” 

'Empowers  women' 

The  reason  Sophia  has  proved  so 
threatening,  she  noted,  is  “precisely 
because  she’s  so  biblical.  Many  feel 
their  power  diminished  by  wom¬ 
en’s  growing  leadership  in  the 
church  and  theology.  They  recog¬ 
nize  that  female  imagery  of  the  di¬ 
vine — even  used  along  with  male 
imagery — empowers  women,”  she 
said. 

Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison 
(Philadelphia  Area)  said  the  de¬ 
bate  is  not  about  Sophia,  but 
about  theological  dialogue,  about 
women,  about  feminism,  racism 
and  about  power  and  control. 

The  key  question,  the  bishop  as¬ 
serted,  is  “Will  there  be  space  for 
others  to  speak,  lead  and  theolo¬ 


gize  out  of  their  own  context?” 

At  the  news  conference  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Forrest  C.  Stith 
(New  York  Area)  became  the  first 
man  to  sign  the  women’s  state¬ 
ment.  He  co-chairs  the  U.S.  com¬ 
mittee  overseeing  observance  of 
the  Ecumenical  Decade. 

Bishop  Stith  told  the  Reporter 
that  he  didn’t  think  a  denomina¬ 
tional  “litmus  test”  is  necessary 
before  United  Methodists  can 
participate  or  even  attend  a  glob¬ 
al  ecumenical  meeting. 

“That  is  a  dangerous  approach 
if  we  are  to  grow  in  our  faith,”  he 
said. 

Wasn't  involved 

Bishop  Stith  added  that  his 
committee  wasn’t  involved  in  the 
planning  of  the  Minneapolis  con¬ 
ference  and  that  he  had  no  idea 
that  there  would  be  a  worship 
service  related  to  Sophia.  He  said 
his  committee  backed  the  confer¬ 
ence  because  it  agreed  with  the 
principles  of  the  10-year  ecu¬ 
menical  observance — the  em¬ 
powerment  and  justice  of  women 
in  our  congregations. 

Bishop  Stith  also  took  issue  with 
what  he  termed  “negative”  report¬ 
ing  of  the  meeting  by  Good  News 
magazine. 

Bishop  Morrison  said  that  she 
believed  the  best  way  to  heal  the 
divisions  arising  since  the  confer¬ 
ence  is  “to  love  our  critics  through 
it.” 

Ms.  Lefevere  is  a  free-lance 
writer  in  Tenafly,  NJ.,  and  a  fre¬ 
quent  contributor  to  the  Reporter. 


from  Burundi 


gent  needs,  said  Bishop  Lawson. 

■  The  president  and  all  his  min¬ 
isters  requested  the  international 
community  to  support  the  elected 
and  democratic  government. 

■  The  government  strongly  de¬ 
sires  to  restructure  the  army  to 
make  it  less  a  tool  of  certain  eco¬ 
nomic  and  criminal  elements. 

■  There  is  an  urgent  request 
for  an  inquiry  team  from  the  in¬ 
ternational  community  to  make  a 
further  study  of  the  causes  of  the 
recent  outbreak;  to  help  identify 
the  criminals  that  assassinated 
the  democratically  elected  presi¬ 
dent  last  October;  and  to  assist  in 
a  study  of  the  place  and  presence 
of  armed  weapons  in  Burundi. 

■  There  is  general  agreement  in 
government  and  church  that  the 
primary  problem  in  Burundi  is 
not  an  ethnic  one.  Rather,  the  is¬ 
sue  is  the  retention  of  power  and 
wealth  by  small  groups  of  Burun¬ 
dians  using  the  army  to  protect 


their  interests. 

The  United  Methodist  team 
spent  time  with  Bishop  Ndori¬ 
cimpa  in  the  capital  city,  Bujum¬ 
bura,  and  visited  two  outlying 
districts.  Memorial  services  were 
held  to  encourage  people  to 
grieve  the  deaths  of  thousands  of 
United  Methodists  in  the  unrest. 

Urged  not  to  travel  farther 

"United  Methodist  leaders 
pled  with  the  bishop  not  to  travel 
any  farther  into  the  country,” 
Bishop  Lawson  said.  "It  was  un¬ 
derstood  that  he  was  still  target¬ 
ed  for  death  by  the  army.” 

According  to  Bishop  Lawson, 
the  Council  of  Bishops’  team  left 
Burundi  March  5  aware  that  Bish¬ 
op  Ndoricimpa  remained  in  great 
danger. 

Ms.  Story  is  editor  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  Annual  Conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter. 
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NEW  YORK — United  Methodist  Bishop  Forrest  Stith  (New  York 
Area)  (right)  signs  a  two-page  rebuttal  prepared  by  nine  wom¬ 
en  theologians  in  response  critics  of  the  now-famous  Re-imag¬ 
ining  conference.  Bishop  Stith  is  the  first  man  to  sign  the 
document.  From  left  are  the  Rev.  Beryl  Ingram-Ward,  Cather¬ 
ine  Keller  and  the  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers. 


November  4-7,  1993 — 

Re-Imagining  Conference  in  Minneapolis:  2000  attendees  of  the  ecumeni¬ 
cal  event  include  400  UMs  of  whom  56  are  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Women's 
Division  directors  and  staff  and  United  Methodist  Women  regional  officers. 
Content  included: 

•workshops,  music  and  worship  on  the  theme  of  ‘'Re-Imagining  God.  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  Church." 

•daily  prayers  invoking  "Sophia" 

•“Milk  and  Honey"  liturgy  which  began  "Our  maker,  Sophia,  we  are  women  in 
your  image"  and  included  responses  of  "Sophia,  Creator  God,  let  your  milk  and 
honey  flow. . 


December  1993 — 

Jan/Feb  issue  of  Good  News  Magazine  says  the  conference  “rejects 
historic  Christianity."  The  magazine  also  includes  a  postcard  protesting 
Women's  Division  participation  and  urges  its  readers  to  "rethink  their 
financial  pledge"  to  Women's  Division. 

The  unofficial  Evangelical  Coalition  for  United  Methodist  Women 
calls  conference  "heresy,"  "neo-paganism,"  and  "blasphemy." 
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January  1994 — 

Women's  Division  Chief  Executive 
Joyce  Sohl  issues  a  fact  sheet  on  the 
conference  saying  that  the  division  wasn’t 
an  official  funder  and  didn’t  participate  in 
the  planning  of  the  conference. 

Participants  of  the  conference  begin 
to  publicly  defend  the  event. 
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January  3-6,  1994 — 

During  United  Methodist 
Congress  of  Evangelism, 
Retired  Bishop  Earl 
Hunt  calls  Sophia  worship 
"worst  heresy  in  1 500 
years." 


O 


January  28,  1 994 — 

Good  News  asks  United 
Methodist  bishops  to  address 
"the  current  theological  crisis" 
and  describe  the  conference  as 
an  "attack  on  essential  Christian 
doctrine." 
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February — 
Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  College  of 
Bishops  forms  a  panel  to 
study  the  issue  and  recom¬ 
mend  action. 


February  I,  1994 — 

Women’s  Division  distributes  600  videotape  letters  featuring  Joyce  Sohl 
and  president  Carolyn  Johnson  defending  right  of  women  to  attend  ecumenical 
gatherings.  Regarding  Sophia  liturgies.  Dr.  Johnson  says  she  trusts  the  ability  of 
United  Methodist  Women  "not  to  totally  embrace  something  new  without 
inquiry."  Women’s  Division  receives  120  letters,  and  1000  postcards  protest¬ 
ing  the  conference. 


£ 


February  4,  1 994 — Associated  Press  picks  up  controversy. 


£ 


February  24,  1 994 — 

United  Methodists  for  Faith  and  Freedom,  a  committee  of  the 
ecumenical  Institute  on  Religion  &  Democracy,  calls  for  bishops  to 
"analyze  the  conference’s  theology  in  light  of  doctrinal  statements 
and  social  principles  of  the  United  Methodist  Church"  (see  related 
story  above). 
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January  28,  1994 — 

United  Methodist  Reporter  editorial  cautions  that  Sophia  theology  is  a  "centuries 
old  idol  with  a  fresh  coat  of  paint,”  and  also  says  that  the  theology  challenges  the  church 
to  witness  more  effectively  to  the  equality  of  women  in  church  and  society.  Also  urges 
continued  financial  support  for  Women’s  Division. 


O 


February  24-27 — 

United  Methodist  General 

March  8 — 

Nine  United 

Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  affirms  the  confer¬ 
ence  and  issued  a  statement  of  sup¬ 
port  for  the  Women's  Division. 

3^ 

Methodist  women 
church  leaders  reply 
to  criticism  (see  relat¬ 
ed  story  above). 

Reporter  Timeline  by  Debra  McKnight 


Committee  asks  bishops 
to  investigate  conference 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

A  group  of  evangelical  United 
Methodists  is  calling  on  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
to  investigate  the  ecumenical  Re- 
Imagining  conference  held  in 
November  1993  in  Minneapolis. 

The  newly  formed  committee, 
known  as  United  Methodists  for 
Faith  and  Freedom,  is  one  of  three 
denominational  committees  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Washington-based 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democ¬ 
racy  (IRD),  an  interdenomination¬ 
al,  conservative  think-tank. 

The  committee  is  not  a  part  of 
the  official  structure  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Committee  members  include, 
among  others,  John  and  Helen 
Rhea  Stumbo,  the  Rev.  Edmund 
W.  Robb  Jr.,  the  Rev.  Ira 
Gallaway,  Faye  Short  and  Steve 
Beard,  editor  of  Good  News  maga¬ 
zine.  All  of  them  are  active  in  the 
evangelical  wing  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

In  an  open  letter  the  commit¬ 
tee  asks  the  bishops  to: 

■  Investigate  funding  and  per¬ 
sonnel  commitments  made  at  all 
levels  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  the  Re-Imagining 
Conference; 

■  Analyze  the  event’s  theologi¬ 
cal  and  ideological  messages  in 
light  of  the  doctrinal  statements 
and  Social  Principles  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  as  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Book  of  Discipline; 


■  Take  disciplinary  action  to¬ 
ward  bishops,  agency  staff,  agen¬ 
cy  directors  or  clergy  who 
organized,  endorsed,  participat¬ 
ed  in  or  encouraged  attendance 
at  the  conference. 

The  committee  charges  that 
“in  speech  and  in  worship,  those 
who  participated  in  the  Re-Imag¬ 
ining  conference  denied  and  den¬ 
igrated  the  incarnation  and  the 
atonement"  of  Jesus  Christ. 

What  critics  of  the  conference 
strongly  object  to,  they  say,  is 
“support  offered  by  Christian 
churches  to  the  blatantly  non- 
Christian  teachings  of  the  event. 

“We  believe  genuine  religious 
freedom  must  include  the  right  of 
religious  groups  to  define  them¬ 
selves  and  exclude  those  who  do 
not  share  essential  elements  of 
that  definition,”  the  letter  stated. 

In  addition,  the  committee 
said  the  defenders’  claim  that  the 
event’s  theologizing  was  appro¬ 
priate  in  its  ecumenical  context 
“demeans  the  urgent  quest  for 
Christian  unity. . . . 

“What  was  proclaimed  in  Min¬ 
neapolis  was  indeed  another  gos¬ 
pel,  another  faith.  The  way  of 
true  ecumenism  is  to  lift  high  the 
cross  of  Christ.” 

The  ecumenical  aspect  figures 
in  the  controversy  because  the  Re- 
Imagining  conference  was  held  in 
support  of  the  Ecumenical  De¬ 
cade:  Churches  in  Solidarity  with 
Women,  a  1988-1998  program  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 
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BENEFACTOR  DIES:  United  Methodist 
laywoman  Dr.  Polly  Teagle  of  Belleville,  III., 
died  March  7  from  liver  cancer. 

Dr.  Teagle,  an  internist,  was  a 
longtime  member  of  Union 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Belleville  and  a  leader  at  all 
levels  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  In  December  1993, 
she  and  her  husband,  Dr.  Er-  Polly  Teagle 
nest  Teagle,  announced  their  gift  of  several 
thousand  dollars  to  endow  a  permanent  annual 
convocation  for  the  Class  Leaders  program  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  (see  UMR, 
Dec.  31).  The  gift  is  being  housed  at  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington. 


BISHOP  MORRISON  HONORED: 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison 
(Philadelphia  Area)  was  honored  Feb.  28  with 
the  second  Pioneer  Woman  Award  from  the 
Anna  Howard  Shaw  Center  at  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity  School  of  Theology.  Speakers  cited  the 
bishop  for  qualities  such  as  “courage  born  out 
of  Christian  faith,  dedication  to  increasing  op¬ 
portunities  for  women,  devotion  to  social  jus¬ 
tice,  persistence  in  difficult  circumstances, 
service  for  the  common  good  and  a  vision  of  a 
better  world.”  The  award  is  given  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  pioneering  women  who  embody  the 
values  expressed  in  the  life  of  Shaw,  one  of  the 
first  women  ordained  in  the  Methodist  tradi¬ 
tion. 

COLLEGE  PRESIDENT  DIES:  The 

Rev.  I.  Lynd  Esch,  88,  president  of  what  is 
now  United  Methodist-related  University  of 
Indianapolis  in  1945-70,  and  a  former  member 
of  the  denomination's  Judicial  Council,  died 
unexpectedly  Feb.  11  at  his  home  in  Franklin, 
Ind. 

UM  EXEC  DIES:  Carolyn  Dickerson  Mi¬ 
nus,  52,  former  staff  member  of  the  United 
Methodism’s  General  Boards  of  Church  and 
Society  and  also  Global  Ministries’  Women’s 
Division,  died  March  7  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  of 
cancer.  Survivors  include  her  husband  Paul 
Minus  and  son  Andrew  McIntyre  of  Worthing¬ 
ton,  Ohio. 

CLARIFICATION:  Two  book  reviews  by 
Paul  Chaffee  in  the  Feb.  25  issue  inadvertently 
left  out  publishers’  information.  It  is  as  fol¬ 
lows:  The  Church  Guide  to  Employment  Law 
by  Julie  Bloss  (Matthews,  N.C.,  Christian  Min¬ 
istry  Resources);  Legal  Issues  and  Religious 
Counseling  by  Ronald  K.  Bulbs  and  Cynthia  S. 
Masur  (Louisville,  Ky.,  Westminster/John 
Knox  Press);  Managing  Risks:  First  Steps  in 
Identifying  Congregational  Liability  by  Richard 
B.  Couser  (Minneapolis,  Augsburg  Fortress); 
and  Law  for  the  Christian  Counselor  by  George 
Ohlschlager  and  Peter  Mosgofian  (Waco,  Tex¬ 
as;  Word).  The  Reporter  regrets  the  error. 


Faith  at  work 


'Pilgrim  and  prophet'  honored  in  Israel 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

IBILINN,  Israel — In  this  hilly 
Galilean  village  less  than  an 
hour’s  drive  from  armed  road¬ 
blocks,  a  “pilgrim,  a  true  saint 
and  a  prophet”  received  the  1994 
World  Methodist  Peace  Award 
March  10. 

Two  World  Methodist  Council 
officials — President  Donald  En¬ 
glish  from  Great  Britain  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Secretary,  Joe  Hale  from  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C. — draped  the  gold 
medallion  around  the  neck  of  Mel- 
kite  Catholic  priest,  the  Rev.  Elias 
Chacour,  only  the  16th  person  to 
receive  the  award  since  its  found¬ 
ing  in  1 977. 

2,000  witnesses 

Most  of  the  2,000  witnesses 
were  students  at  the  Prophet 
Elias  College  (grades  9-14)  that 
he  established  in  1981  for  Pales¬ 
tinian  Christian,  Moslem  and  Is¬ 
raeli  Jewish  children. 

The  children  cheered  as  Father 
Chacour  led  the  procession  into 
the  modem  (1993)  gymnasium. 


They  applauded  his  dynamic  ac¬ 
ceptance  speech  given  first  in  Ara¬ 
bic,  then  in  English.  Then  they  sat 
respectfully  through  other  speech¬ 
es  commending  the  man  they  call 
“Abuna”  (Father). 

“Out  of  sincere  concern  and 
committed  love  for  the  children 
of  God  in  this  country,  Palestin¬ 
ians  and  Jews  alike,”  he  de¬ 
clared,  “I  took  the  risk  to  build 
this  school  with  sand,  cement, 
steel,  cinder  blocks  and  without  a 
building  permit  ...  I  dared  act 
around  the  law  out  of  sincere 
love  and  deep  concern  for  the 
Jews  and  for  the  Palestinians.” 

'God  does  not  kill' 

His  upraised  right  arm  and  ex¬ 
tended  index  finger  punctuated 
the  air  as  he  repeated  the  mes¬ 
sage  he  has  delivered  through 
books,  world  travels  and  person¬ 
al  testimony:  “My  beloved  broth¬ 
ers,  none  of  us  owns  the  land. 
Rather,  we  belong  to  the  Land. 
God  does  not  kill.” 

Dr.  Engbsh,  in  his  presentation 
address,  acknowledged  Father 


Chacour’s  tireless  fight  against 
both  pohtical  and  religious  powers. 

“I  discern  in  you  many  charac¬ 
teristics  of  the  Old  Testament 
prophets,”  he  said.  “Like  them, 
you  cannot  rest  if  you  perceive 
an  injustice  being  done  in  world 
or  deed.  You  speak  your  mind  to 
the  high  and  mighty,  as  well  as  to 
your  equals  and  those  of  lower 
status.  The  prophet  knows  that 
the  way  to  genuine  peace  is  not 
likely  to  be  found  simply  by 
agreeing  with  everyone  about  ev¬ 
erything.” 

Father  Chacour,  54,  began  his 
ministry  as  a  priest  in  nearby 
Nazareth,  but  when  he  became 
convinced  that  his  church  was 
not  standing  for  the  right  in  this 
region’s  historic  political  battles, 
he  surrendered  his  parish. 

In  1981  Prophet  Elias  Com¬ 
munity  College  opened  its  doors 
to  82  students  in  the  community 
center  he  had  helped  build.  En¬ 
rollment  now  is  1,500,  and  he 
foresees  3,000  within  a  few  years. 

From  the  gymnasium,  the 
crowd  followed  Father  Chacour, 


Elias  Chacour 


his  family  and  honored  guests,  to 
the  new  library — so  new,  in  fact, 
that  workers  had  been  there  only 
the  night  before. 

Tirelessly  shook  hands 

Abuna  Chacour  tirelessly 
shook  every  hand  held  out  to 
him  as  the  library  served  its  first 


public  function  as  a  reception 
area. 

This  was  the  first  World 
Methodist  Peace  Award  present¬ 
ed  to  an  Israeli.  The  only  award 
presented  in  the  Middle  East,  the 
second  one,  went  in  1978  to 
Egyptian  President  Anwar  Sadat. 
He  received  his  award  in  Cairo. 

Among  greetings  brought  to 
Father  Chacour  was  one  on  be¬ 
half  of  former  U.S.  President 
Jimmy  Carter.  President  Carter 
received  the  award  in  1985  in  At¬ 
lanta. 

The  only  United  Methodist  to 
have  received  the  award  was  the 
late  Woodrow  Seals.  In  1987 
U.S.  Judge  Seals  was  a  co-winner 
with  British  Methodist  layman 
Bert  Bissell. 

Dr.  Hale  said  Father  Chacour 
was  the  unanimous  choice  for  the 
1994  award.  The  selection  is 
made  by  the  World  Methodist 
Council’s  executive  committee. 

Additional  reports  from  Mr. 
Lovelace's  Israel  assignment  will 
be  published  soon  in  the  Reporter. 


Caribbean  Sea 


200  miles 


Phil  Wingeier-Rayo,  the  only  United  Methodist  missionary 
in  Cuba,  is  in  the  country  at  the  invitation  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Cuba  to  coordinate  mission  teams  from  the 
United  States.  The  ministry  in  Cuba  needs  medicines, 
bicycles,  sister-church  relationships,  theological  exchanges 
and  more  pastors,  he  says. 

Today  the  Methodist  Church  in  Cuba  has  90  pastors 
serving  220  house  congregations  and  approximately  10,000 
members.  The  priority  of  the  church  is  the  evangelism  of 
rural  areas.  From  his  base  near  the  Punta  Brava  congregation, 
Mr.  Wingeier-Rayo  travels  the  island  on  a  bicycle  donated  by 
U.S.  United  Methodists. 

REPORTER  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


UMC's  missionary  to  Cuba  says 
'window  of  opportunity'  is  open 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

The  lone  United  Methodist 
missionary  to  Cuba  says,  “there’s 
an  open  window  of  opportunity” 
for  mission  evangelism  by  Chris¬ 
tians  from  the  U.S. 

“There  are  so  many  people  in 
Cuba  that  have  not  heard  the 
Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  that 
Cuban  Methodists  are  inviting 
you  to  help  them,”  said  Phil 
Wingeier-Rayo,  of  Evanston,  Ill. 

“And  now  that  it’s  possible  for 
Cubans  openly  to  be  Christian, 
people  are  very  enthusiastic 
about  just  being  able  to  walk  into 
a  church.  We  want  you  to  help  us 
in  our  evangelism  efforts.” 

Mr.  Wingeier-Rayo  was  back 
in  the  U.S.  this  month  to  inter¬ 
pret  the  work  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Cuba. 

Following  an  initial  three-year 
stint  as  the  first  United  Methodist 
missionary  to  the  island  country 
since  the  1959  Cuban  revolution, 
Mr.  Wingeier-Rayo  was  encourag¬ 
ing  “sister”  relationships  with  Cu¬ 
ban  Methodists. 

Although  Cuba  lies  only  90 
miles  from  the  U.S.  shores,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  hear  very  little 


about  partner  Methodists  in  that 
country.  That’s 
because  of  our 
country’s  longest 
and  severest 
trade  embargo — 
the  economic 
blockade  of 
Cuba. 

The  embargo, 
strengthened  in 
1992  by  the  Torricelli  Bill, 
caused  widespread  shortages  of 
fuel,  food  and  medicine  in  the  is¬ 
land  nation.  Since  that  time,  sev¬ 
eral  U.S.  church  groups  have 
called  for  an  immediate  end  to 
the  embargo  and  normalization 
of  relations  between  Cuba  and 
the  U.S.  (see  related  story  below). 

Despite  the  33-year  ban  on  Cu¬ 
ban  trade  and  travel,  Mr.  Win¬ 
geier-Rayo  said  Cuban 
Methodists  have  placed  an  em¬ 
phasis  on: 

•  Sister  church  relationships, 

•  Volunteers  in  Mission  teams, 

•  Bicycles  to  provide  transpor¬ 
tation  for  pastors, 

•Vitamins  and  medicines  for 
children. 

But  this  request  to  United 
Methodists  is  easier  said  than 


done,  noted  the  missionary.  U.S. 
churches  interested  in  these  mis¬ 
sion  efforts  may  become  frustrat¬ 
ed  in  attempting  to  make  these 
programs  work. 

“Our  communication  system 
is  poor,”  explained  Mr.  Win¬ 
geier-Rayo.  “Fidel  (Castro)  has 
only  allowed  two  international 
telephone  lines  to  the  U.S.  So 
you  literally  have  to  book  a  call 
to  talk  to  me  or  other  church 
leaders  if  you  are  planning  to 
take  a  mission  trip  to  Cuba.” 

By  1959,  there  were  108  con¬ 
gregations  and  70  native  pastors. 

Then,  when  the  revolution  hit 
in  1959,  the  mood  of  the  country 
was  against  religion,  and  the  pas¬ 
tors  left  the  country.  By  1961,  the 
U.S.  government  broke  off  rela¬ 
tions  with  Cuba. 

With  harassments  and  arrests, 
only  nine  remained  in  Cuba  out 
of  70  Methodist  pastors. 

“Some  of  the  pastors  who 
stayed — including  our  current 
Bishop  Joel  Ajo — were  placed  in 
a  work  camp  as  punishment  for 
being  Christian,”  he  said. 

Over  three  decades  later,  the 
church  is  now  bursting  at  the 
seams. 


Wingeier-Rayo 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  St. 35  per  word.  Figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion.  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  $10.80  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  adver¬ 
tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance.  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES,  grow¬ 
ing  church  in  one  of  fastest-growing  areas  of  Tex¬ 
as.  at  the  north  of  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Airport. 
Full-time  position  with  energetic  staff.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  422 
Church  Street,  Grapevine,  TX  76051,  attn:  Dr. 
Tim  Walker.  Fax:  (817)  421-6373.  ) 

YOUTH  PASTOR  FOR  A  LARGE  evangelical 

United  Methodist  Church  in  South  Florida.  Must 
have  an  authentic  spiritual  life  with  a  passion  to 
reach  youth  for  Jesus  Christ.  Must  be  willing  to 
empower,  enable  and  train  laypersons  to  do  min¬ 
istry.  Must  be  a  team  player  on  a  large  staff.  Sala¬ 
ry  based  on  experience.  Send  resume  and  other 
pertinent  information  to:  Rev.  Jorge  Acevedo, 
Christ  Church.  4845  Northeast  25th  Avenue, 
Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33308. 

SEEKING  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION/ 

Youth  for  mid-size  congregation  in  West  Texas. 
Responsibilities:  Education  program  develop¬ 
ment,  teacher  recruitment,  youth  ministry,  and 
church  school  supervision.  Compensation  nego¬ 
tiable.  Resume  to:  Rev.  David  Weyant,  1808  N. 
Dixie.  Odessa,  TX  79761. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  position 

available  immediately.  2100-member  church  lo¬ 
cated  in  growing  community.  Salary  negotiable 
with  experience.  Position  will  be  filled  by  begin¬ 
ning  of  June.  (713)  487-8787.  First  UMC,  1062 
Fairmont  Parkway,  Pasadena,  TX  77504. 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Education 
and  Youth  for  800-member  church.  Experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resumes  to:  Rev.  Jim 
Kannon,  Crievewood  United  Methodist  Church, 
45 1  Hogan  Road,  Nashville,  TN  37220. 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Music 

Ministries  for  suburban  congregation  of  1200.  All 
age  level  choirs,  handbells.  Salary  $27,500  in¬ 
cluding  insurance.  Send  resumes  to:  Rev.  Earnest 
Walt,  First  UMC,  300  N.  Galloway,  Mesquite. 
TX  75149 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  PASTOR  for  Team  Min¬ 

istry  in  large,  active  church  with  multi-faceted 
youth  program  including  youth  fellowship,  work 
camps,  retreats,  Sunday  school  and  choir  that 
performs  weekly.  Excellent  program  and  leaders 
in  place.  Ready  for  new  initiatives.  Excellent  pay 
and  benefits.  Resume  by  April  1:  Grove  Church, 
490  W  Boot  Road.  West  Chester,  PA  19380  or 
call  (610)  696-2663. 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  WANTED.  Ortega  UMC. 

Jacksonville.  FL  is  seeking  an  Associate  Pastor 
for  responsibilities  in  evangelism  and  pastoral 
care.  1 100-member  church;  excellent  salary. 

HIGHLAND  PARK  UNITED  METHODIST 

Church,  3300  Mockingbird  Lane,  Dallas,  TX 
75205.  (214)  521-31 1 1.  Full-time  Director  of  Mu¬ 
sic  Ministries  for  10,000  +  member  church.  Three 
Sunday  morning  services.  Breadth  and  diversity  of 
experience  with  graded  choral  and  handbell 
choirs,  choral  conducting  training,  conducting  ex¬ 
perience,  strong  administrative  skills  and  experi¬ 
ence  in  working  with  multiple  staff  required. 
Opportunity  to  develop  a  new  music  ministry. 
Send  application  and  resume  by  April  1 1,  1994  to 
Dr.  Leighton  Farrell  at  the  church  address. 

families.  Contact:  Rev.  Robert  Bruce,  Ortega 
UMC,  4807  Roosevelt  Blvd.,  Jacksonville,  FL 
32210.  Phone:  (904)  389-5556.  Fax:  (904)  389- 
2874. 

FULL-TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE.  Director 

of  Programming/Youth,  1300+  church  near 
UM-related  university.  Desire  3-5  years  Christian 
education  experience  for  expanding/developing 
programming/youth  ministry.  Resume  before 
April  15:  Rev.  Bob  Ford,  Aldersgate  UMC,  1741 
Sayles.  Abilene.  TX  79605.  (915)  672-7893. 

BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR.  1300-member 
church.  Salary  negotiable.  Must  be  available  by 
May  1.  Send  resume:  St.  Paul  UMC,  4317  1-40 
West.  Amarillo,  TX  79106.  (806)  352-5615. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  EXPERIENCE  leading/ 

teaching/counseling  youth  required.  Methodist 
background.  30  hours/month  with  youth.  Musical 
ability  a  plus.  Smithfield  UMC  (817)  281-0314. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 

Ministries  and/or  full-time  Director  of  Youth/ 
Children's  Ministries.  Salary /benefits  commensu¬ 
rate  with  education  and  experience.  Seeking  lay 
or  clergy  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Send  resume  and/or  request  for  job  de¬ 
scription  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.0  Box  1126,  Atlanta,  TX  75551  or  call  (903) 
796-8247.  Attention:  Rev.  Tommy  Lyles. 

DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  bedroom,  2  bath 

condo  for  lease,  weekly,  winter,  spring,  summer, 
or  fall.  Call  (214)  239-5061 .  Sleeps  8.  No  smokers! 

FOR  SALE  1987  DODGE  15  PASSENGER  van. 

Also  1970  56  passenger  church  bus.  Both  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  Contact:  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  P.O.  Box  127,  Jasper,  TX  75951. 
(409)  384-5735. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  a  vi¬ 

brant.  growing,  1000-member  congregation.  Full 
or  part-time  position  working  with  youth  and 
their  families.  Ministry  and  volunteer  coordina¬ 
tion  for  Sunday  School,  youth  group  and  special 
programs.  Prefer  BA  with  related  major  and  2 
years  youth  experience  on  a  church  staff-  Please 
send  a  resume  to:  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  Youth  Ministry  Search  Committee,  901 
E.  Neal.  Salina.KS  67401. 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- tape 
cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal. 
Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1- 
800-728-0573.  } 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications._Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi- 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  Begin¬ 
ning  June  1,  full-time  position  in  growing  church 
of  1500  members,  on  eastern  edge  of  Houston. 
Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Bryan  Brown,  1 300  E.  1 3th, 
Deer  Park.  TX  77536. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Wmler  availabil- 

GROWING  1000-MEMBER  CHURCH  HAS 
openings  in  youth  and  children's  ministry,  evan¬ 
gelism.  and  Christian  education.  Strong  support 
from  deeply  committed,  visionary  congregation. 
Full-time  or  part-time.  Send  resumes  to  Dr.  Ja¬ 
mie  Jenkins,  Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church.  3185  Wheeler  Rd.,  Augusta,  GA  30909. 

NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  Specialist.  Bus¬ 
es,  vans,!  Also  church  van  rentals.  Distributor  for 
Goshen  buses.  15-33  passenger  vans  with  center 
aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Trans¬ 
portation,  (800)  330-3622. 

'Pastors  for 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Five  United  Methodist  lay  people 
put  “feet”  to  their  belief  that  Cuban 
Christians  should  be  not  penalized 
by  a  U.S.  embargo  when  they  ac¬ 
companied  a  shipment  of  100  tons 
of  humanitarian  aid  to  Cuba. 

Members  of  Washington  Square 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Brook¬ 
lyn,  N.Y.,  participated  in  the  “Pas¬ 
tors  for  Peace  Caravan”  sponsored 
by  the  Interreligious  Foundation  for 
Community  Organization. 

Led  by  the  Rev.  Lucius  Walker, 
pastor  of  Salvation  Baptist  Church  in 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  the  caravan  chal¬ 
lenged  the  33  year-old  U.S.  embargo 
of  Cuba  by  delivering  medicines, 
school  supplies,  powdered  milk, 
school  buses,  bicycles,  and  other  aid 
from  1 40  U.S.  cities  to  Cuba. 

The  aid  will  be  received  by  the 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Memorial 
Center  in  Cuba.  The  goods  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  distributed  among  ecu¬ 
menical  groups  throughout  the 
island. 

Scheduled  to  arrive  in  Cuba  this 
week  are  Mark  and  Lisliisa  Gran- 
fors-Hunt,  Franklin  Velazquez, 
Courtney  Angermeier  and  Christa 
Edwards.  The  group  will  fly  out  of 
Cuba  March  19. 

Caravans  of  buses  delivered  the 
goods  to  Laredo,  Texas,  in  early 
March  then  crossed  the  border  into 
Mexico.  The  aid  then  was  loaded 
onto  a  freighter  in  Tampico,  Mexi¬ 
co,  and  shipped  to  Cuba.  Mean¬ 
while,  the  volunteers  flew  to  the 
island  to  assist  with  the  distribu¬ 
tion. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Schuyler 
Rhodes,  pastor  of  the  Washington 
Square  church,  this  is  the  second 
delegation  from  his  congregation 
that  has  delivered  supplies  to  Cuba. 
He  contends  that  “the  embargo  is 
immoral  from  a  faith  perspective.” 

“Our  hope  is  just  to  build  bridges 


Peace'  confronts  embargo  of  Cuba 


to  stop  the  hurt  and  the  pain,”  said 
Mr.  Rhodes.  “They  need  medical 
supplies.  The  kids  are  going  blind 
because  they  don’t  have  vitamins.” 

“What  ever  side  of  the  political 
fence  you’re  on,  you’ve  got  to  help 
people  if  they  are  starving.  We’d 
also  like  to  think  that  we’re  building 
bridges  with  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Cuba.” 

Washington  Square  church  is  one 
of  the  many  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  in  this  country  that  has  a 
“sister”  church  relationship  with 
Methodist  Churches  in  Cuba.  (See 
related  story  above.) 

For  example,  members  of  Wash¬ 
ington  Square  have  hand-made  new 


Stop  spending  valuable 
time  on  the  phone! 


You  need  to  call  the  entire  choir, 
youth  group,  or  a  committee  with  a 
last  minute  change,  rehearsal 
reminder,  or...  well,  you  get  the  idea. 


Why  not  let  the  affordable  new 
PhoneTree®  notification  system  make 
all  those  calls  for  you? 

Contact  AGC,  your  church  software 
company  or  call  PCS  at  800-951-8733 
for  your  FREE  special  report  entitled 
“Improving  Church  Communications”. 


PhoneTree  by  PCS 


altar  cloths  for  La  Trinidad  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  and  sent  assorted 
medicines  and  vitamins  for  the  con¬ 
gregation’s  children. 


This  year,  church  members  left 
the  U.S.  bearing  a  special  gift  from 
Bishop  Forrest  C.  Stith  (New  York 
Area)  to  Methodist  Bishop  Joel  Ajo. 


For  more  information  contact:  UMCOR  Disaster  Response  Office,  Rm  1374,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Dr..  New  York,  NY  101 15,  212/870-3809  (fax  212/870-3624). 


Make  your  check  payable  to  your  local  church  Be  sure  to  write  the  Advance  code  number 
on  the  check.  For  local  church  and  annual  conference  credit,  give  your  gift  to  you r  local 
church  treasurer.  Gifts  are  forwarded  to.  Advance  GCFA,  PO  Box  9068,  GPO,  New  York,  NY 
10087-9068. 


Bosnia 

There  is  something  you  can  do 


"DearJulika, 

7  must  be  strong  and 
help  my  family  as  much  as 
I  can,  but  in  this  crazy  time 
it  is  difficult.  It  is  difficult  to 
struggle  when  you  have 
no  water,  no  electricity,  no 
food,  and  [little]  telephone 
service  ...We  live  through 
each  and  every  day,  and 
always  you  think  that  it  will 
be  better,  but  it  always 
gets  worse..."  writes  Raza. 
a  Bosnian  Muslim  woman  in 
Bosnia-Hercegovina,  to  her 
long-time  Bosnian  Serbian 
friend  who  recently  was  forced 
to  flee  Bosnia. 


Refugees  near  Mostar  wait  for  food. 


You  can  help!  UMCOR  is  serving  the  people  of  Bosnia-Hercegovina 
by  building  a  desperately  needed  hospital  and  shelter  for  refugees 
and  by  providing  medical  supplies. 

UMCOR  ADVANCE  #333350-1,  former  Yugoslavia  emergency 


Oskar  Schindler,  portrayed  by  Liam  Neeson  in  the  current  popu 
lar  film  "Schindler's  List,"  was  a  morally  flawed  hero,  said  an  ob¬ 
server  (see  related  story  below). 

Oskar  Schindler — a 
morally  flawed  savior 


By  A.  JAMES  RUDIN 

Religious  News  Service 

Steven  Spielberg’s  acclaimed 
film  “Schindler’s  List”  has  been 
nominated  for  a  dozen  Academy 
Awards  and  is  attracting  huge  au¬ 
diences.  But  the  movie,  based  on 
Thomas  Keneally’s  book,  is  more 
than  an  artistic  box  office  suc¬ 
cess. 

When  the  stunning  three-hour 
15-minute  film  ends,  people  re¬ 
main  silently  in  their  seats. 

It  is  a  devastating  experience 
to  observe  Spielberg’s  brilliant 
screen  treatment  of  Oskar 
Schindler,  an  engineer  and  Nazi 
party  member,  who  personally 
saved  1,100  Jews  from  certain 
death  in  Poland  during  the  Holo¬ 
caust  through  ruses  and  bravura. 

Enigma  at  the  core 

The  enigmatic  Schindler  char¬ 
acter  is  at  the  core  of  the  film. 
While  Spielberg’s  extraordinary 
cinematic  talent  brings  Schindler 
to  life,  it  does  not  explain  why  in 
the  midst  of  the  radically  evil 
Nazi  cesspool  a  morally  flawed 
person  like  Schindler  protected 
Jews  from  extermination. 

Fortunately,  my  friend  Avi 
Granot,  whose  parents  were  on 
Schindler’s  list,  has  provided  a 
vivid  description  of  the  real  Os¬ 
kar  Schindler.  Mr.  Granot,  bom 
in  1950,  is  the  representative  to 
the  American  Christian  commu¬ 
nity  at  the  Embassy  of  Israel  in 
Washington. 

At  a  recent  American  Jewish 
Committee  meeting,  Mr.  Granot 
spoke  about  his  memories  of 
Schindler,  whom  he  described  as 
“a  smuggler,  gambler,  womanizer, 
drunk,  a  Catholic  who  never  went 
to  church,  someone  who  was  al¬ 
ways  looking  for  big  money  and 
the  good  life ...  a  highly  confusing 
man.” 

Mr.  Granot  first  met  Schindler 
in  1962,  and  the  Mr.  Granot 
family  remained  in  contact  with 
him  until  his  death  in  1974. 

Many  'nice'  people  didn't 

Mr.  Granot  said,  “Give  justice 
to  the  man.  With  all  his  defects, 
he  did  what  many  ‘nice’  people 
never  did  during  the  Holo¬ 
caust  ....  He  saved  lives,  includ- 
ing  my  mother  and  father. 
“Schindler  never  went  through  a 
spiritual  transformation. 

“When  he  first  came  to  Kra- 


"Look  at  the  girl's 
tiny  hands.  Only 
someone  like  her  can 
climb  into  a  bomb  and 
polish  it  from  the 
inside.  The  girl  is 
desperately  needed  in 
my  factory." 

— Oskar  Schindler 


kow,  Poland  in  1939,  the  Nazis 
had  expropriated  Jewish  proper¬ 
ty.  My  great  uncle.  Dr.  Nuss- 
baum,  who  was  later  murdered  at 
Auschwitz,  had  a  beautiful  apart¬ 
ment  that  was  handed  over  to 
Schindler. 

But  this  man  did  something 
the  Nazis  never  did  at  that  time. 
He  told  Dr.  Nussbaum,  ‘Don’t 
worry.  I  intend  to  take  good  care 
of  this  apartment.’  He  even  gave 
money  to  my  great  uncle.” 

Schindler  used  many  ploys 
along  with  his  gold,  diamonds, 
and  silver  to  save  Jews  from  cer¬ 
tain  death.  Near  the  war’s  end, 
he  established  a  false  “munitions 
factory”  that  employed  his  pro¬ 
tected  Jewish  workers — the  peo¬ 
ple  on  Schindler’s  list. 

One  Auschwitz  commandant 
demanded  to  know  why  a  9- year- 
old  Jewish  girl  was  so  “essential” 
to  the  Nazi  war  effort.  Why  was 
she  needed  in  Schindler’s  fac¬ 
tory? 

'Look  at  the  tiny  hands' 

Schindler’s  answer  was  inge¬ 
nious:  “Look  at  the  girl’s  tiny 
hands.  Only  someone  like  her 
can  climb  into  a  bomb  and  polish 
it  from  the  inside.  The  girl  is  des¬ 
perately  needed  in  my  factory. 
She  must  leave  Auschwitz  to¬ 
day.”  And  she  did  leave  with 
Schindler. 

When  Schindler  died  at  age  66, 
he  was  alone,  estranged  from  his 
wife,  and  without  children.  For 
60  years  of  his  life,  Schindler 
failed  as  an  ethical  person. 

But  from  1939  to  1945  he  per¬ 
formed  God’s  greatest  com¬ 
mandment  ...  he  saved  human 
lives.  And  because  of  those  six 
years  Oskar  Schindler  achieved 
immortality. 

Rabbi  Rudin  is  national  inter¬ 
religious  aflairs  director  ol  the 
American  Jewish  Committee. 


Devout  mystic  pens  hymn 

Jesus,  the  very  thought  of  thee 
With  sweetness  fills  my  breast; 

But  sweeter  far  thy  face  to  see. 

And  in  thy  presence  rest. 


History 
of  Hymns 


Christian  media  group  honors  year's  top  films 


Baby  boomers  create  their  own  religious  shock  wave 
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Faith  dimensions 


The  Lfnited  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Requiem  for  a  beloved  brother 

®  - onto  consumers’  porches. 


By  A.  JAMES  RUDIN 

Religious  News  Service 

My  older  brother  and  only  sibling, 
Dr.  Berton  Rudin,  died  of  cancer  20 
years  ago  this  month.  At  age  44  he 
left  behind  our  parents,  his  wife, 
Nan,  their  four  children,  Emily,  Jon¬ 
athan,  Andrew,  and  Elizabeth,  and 
myself.  His  death  remains  as  painful 
today  as  it  was  back  in  1974. 

Bond  most  formative 

Of  all  human  relationships,  the 
bond  between  siblings  may  be  the 
most  formative.  Children  perceive 
their  parents  as  the  older  generation 
that  must  earn  a  living  outside  the 
home  or  run  the  family  household. 

In  both  cases,  parents  have  a  lim¬ 
ited  amount  of  time  to  spend  with 
children.  Husbands  and  wives  share 
their  intimacies  with  one  another, 
but  rarely  with  their  children.  And 
while  grandparents  are  generally  be¬ 
loved  by  their  grandchildren,  they 
are  generationally  twice  removed 
from  youngsters. 

Ah,  but  our  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  .  .  .  that’s  a  different  story. 
They  are  our  generation,  and  we 
spent  enormous  time  with  them 
during  our  early  years.  We  were 
condemned  to  share  bedrooms, 
bathrooms,  closets,  toys,  food,  and 
friends  with  our  siblings. 


If  we  had  older  siblings,  we  wore 
their  used  clothing  and  shoes.  Our 
older  siblings  were  usually  our  role 
models,  and  our  younger  brothers 
and  sisters  were  our  pets.  We  told 
“sibs”  our  secrets,  and  they  told  us 
theirs. 

Allies  against  authority 

Our  siblings  were  readily  available 
allies  in  the  endless  battles  against 
parental  authority.  Siblings  are  per¬ 
manent  pals  and  co-conspirators  in 
the  many  struggles  of  childhood. 
And,  of  course,  as  psychiatrists  love 
to  constantly  remind  us,  we  also  de¬ 
velop  strong  sibling  rivalries  that 
sometimes  remain  unresolved  for  the 
duration  of  our  lives. 

As  youngsters  growing  up  in  a 
small  house  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  my 
brother  and  I  often  fought  violently 
with  each  other.  Because  Bert  was 
older  and  bigger  than  I,  he  almost  al¬ 
ways  won  such  fights.  Sharing  a  tiny 
bedroom  with  him  meant  no  privacy 
for  either  of  us,  and  we  had  endless 
turf  battles  over  our  closet,  bath¬ 
room,  and  little  chest  of  drawers. 

I  bitterly  complained  many  times 
to  our  parents  about  Bert’s  “unfair” 
behavior  towards  me.  Sometimes 
the  paternal  supreme  court  ruled  in 
my  favor.  Most  times  it  did  not. 

But  my  brother  and  I  also  vigor¬ 
ously  defended  each  other  when 


Commentary 


Rabbi  A.  lames 
Rudin  is 
interreligious 
affairs  director  for 
the  American 
Jewish  Committee. 


someone  outside  the  family  criti¬ 
cized  one  of  us.  And  when  I  was  as¬ 
sailed  by  playground  bullies  in 
grade  school,  I  always  turned,  usu¬ 
ally  with  success,  to  my  older  broth¬ 
er  for  protection.  Like  most 
siblings,  we  were  proud  of  each  oth¬ 
er’s  accomplishments,  and  upset  by 
each  other’s  failures,  whether  in 
school,  love,  or  sports. 

My  brother,  Bert,  taught  me  how 
to  drive  a  car,  how  to  fish,  and  how 
to  play  baseball.  He  gave  me  useful 
tips  when  asking  a  girl  out  on  a 
“date”  (is  the  term  even  used  to¬ 
day?),  and  how  to  pass  difficult  high 
school  courses. 

Most  important  of  all,  he  taught 
me  card  tricks  that  still  amaze  my 
friends,  the  HOMES  acronym  to  re¬ 
member  the  names  of  the  Great 
Lakes,  and  how  to  correctly  fold  50 
newspapers  so  they  could  be  accu¬ 
rately  tossed  from  a  moving  bicycle 


Envy  never  lasted 

Sometimes  I  envied  my  friends 
who  had  no  brothers  or  sisters  be¬ 
cause  an  only  child  receives  total 
parental  attention.  But  such  envy 
never  lasted  long,  and  I  was  happy 
to  have  an  older  brother  like  Bert. 
He  could  do  so  many  things  so  well, 
and  it  was  he,  not  I,  who  inherited 
our  father’s  superb  manual  dexter¬ 
ity.  Like  our  father,  Bert  became  an 
excellent  dentist. 

Bert  Rudin  is  mourned  by  his 
many  friends  who  remember  my 
gentle  and  sweet  brother.  He  is 
mourned  by  his  wife  and  children 
who  lost  Bert  as  a  husband  and  fa¬ 
ther  in  the  prime  of  his  life. 

Although  the  Bible  teaches  us  not 
to  covet  the  possessions  of  our 
neighbors,  I  always  feel  a  deep 
twinge  of  envy  when  my  friends  talk 
about  their  current  relationships 
with  their  siblings.  Sometimes  those 
associations  are  tranquil,  some¬ 
times  stormy,  but  at  least  they  still 
have  each  other. 

But  for  those  ,  who  knew  and 
loved  Bert  Rudin,  we  will  always 
have  our  memories.  And  about 
him,  the  Jewish  tradition  has  it  ex¬ 
actly  right: 

Bert’s  memory  will  always  be  for 
a  blessing! 


Religious  News  Service 

The  Christian-oriented  bi-weekly 
magazine  Movieguide  enumerates 
the  obscenities,  profanities  and  sex¬ 
ual  scenes  in  each  new  film,  grades 
down  for  violence  and  evaluates  the 
movie’s  religious  worldview  or  lack 
thereof. 

In  that  context,  the  magazine 
didn’t  much  care  in  1993  for  “The 
Adventures  of  Huck  Finn,”  “The 
Piano”  and  “Mrs.  Doubtfire,”  not¬ 
ing  that  the  last,  among  other 
things,  flaunts  the  admonition  in 
Deuteronomy  22:5  that  men  not 
wear  women’s  clothes. 

Does  that  mean  Movieguide  pub¬ 
lisher-editor  Ted  Baehr,  who  in¬ 
curred  the  wrath  of  filmmakers  in 
1992  by  pushing  for  a  revived  mor¬ 
al  code  for  movies,  came  to  his 
magazine's  recent  awards  event  in 
Hollywood  with  a  chip  on  his  shoul¬ 
der  and  a  ready  polemic  against 
Tinseltown  immorality? 

Spirits  uplifted 

Not  quite.  A  smiling  Mr.  Baehr 
said  his  spirits  were  uplifted  by  the 
fact  that  his  Atlanta-based  Chris¬ 
tian  Film  and  Television  Commis¬ 
sion  found  72  percent  of  the  top  25 
box  office  movies  to  be  acceptable 
for  the  second  year  in  a  row.  This 
year,  16,  or  64  percent,  had  morally 
redeeming  themes,  he  announced. 

Mr.  Baehr’s  contention  is  that  a 
mostly  Christian  country  will  at¬ 
tend  clean  movies,  making  it  finan¬ 
cially  prudent  for  Hollywood  to 
produce  such  films. 

“We’re  here  to  help  you  reach 
that  family  audience,”  Mr.  Baehr 
!  told  about  75  representatives  of  the 
i  entertainment  media  March  3  at  his 
;  second  annual  Movieguide  awards 
;  luncheon. 

Actor  Charlton  Heston,  who  re¬ 
ceived  a  special  plaque  for  narrating 
a  video  series  on  the  Bible,  claimed 
during  a  lengthy  response  that  more 
people  go  to  church  or  temple  regu¬ 
larly  than  go  to  the  movies. 


COLUMBIA  PICTURES  PHOTO  BY  DERRICK  SANTINI 

Horses,  riders  and  hounds  ready  for  the  hunt  in  the  forecohrt  of  Darlington  Hall  in  "The  Remains  of 
the  Day."  The  film  was  recommended  by  the  Christian  Film  and  Television  Commission  as  the  best  film 
for  mature  audiences  (see  related  story  at  left). 


“I  think  filmmakers  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  respond  to  this,”  Mr.  Hes¬ 
ton  said. 

Many  such  award  shows 

Hollywood  is  replete  with  special- 
interest  award  shows  before  the 
Academy  Awards  showdown  in 
March,  but  Mr.  Baehr  got  a  fair 
share  of  studio  representatives  and 
directors  to  pick  up  awards  for  the 
10  best  family  films  and  the  10  best 
movies  for  mature  audiences. 

Two  directors  cited  for  their  “fam¬ 
ily-friendly”  movies  downplayed  vio¬ 


lence  in  their  films:  Robert 
Townsend  and  Ronald  Maxwell. 

Mr.  Baehr  praised  actor-writer-di¬ 
rector  Robert  Townsend  for  the  val¬ 
ues  that  come  through  his  comedy, 
“The  Meteor  Man.”  Mr.  Townsend, 
who  said  he  grew  up  on  Frank  Capra 
films,  in  turn  made  a  point  of  saying 
that  the  only  violence  present  in  the 
film  is  comedic  and  cartoon-like. 

Barry  Reardon,  president  of  dis¬ 
tribution  for  Warner  Brothers’  fam¬ 
ily  films,  accepted  awards  for  “Free 
Willy”  and  “Dennis  the  Menace.” 

Disney’s  “Homeward  Bound:  The 


Incredible  Journey”  was  named  the 
best  family  film,  and  Columbia’s 
“The  Remains  of  the  Day,”  starring 
Anthony  Hopkins  and  Emma 
Thompson,  was  deemed  the  best  film 
for  mature  audiences.  “The  Age  of 
Innocence”  and  “Much  Ado  About 
Nothing”  were  runners-up  in  the  ma¬ 
ture  category. 

“Shadowlands,”  in  which  Hop¬ 
kins  portrays  author  C.  S.  Lewis, 
did  not  make  the  top  10  because, 
Mr.  Baehr  said,  the  drama  suggest¬ 
ed  incorrectly  that  Lewis  rejected 
God  after  his  wife's  death. 


Life  story  of  the  Baby  Boomers 


By  GEORGE  H.  GALLUP,  |R. 
and  ROBERT  BEZILLA 

They’re  not  babies  any  more.  But 
we  still  call  them  the  “baby  boom¬ 
ers”  because  ever  since  they  first 
appeared  on  the  scene  after  World 
War  II  they  created  their  own  shock 
wave  that  has  had  a  major  impact 
on  this  country  and  the  world  on 
just  about  everything,  including  re¬ 
ligious  practice. 

If  you  were  bom  between  1946 
and  1962  you  are  one  of  them,  and 
you  are  by  no  means  alone  because 
baby  boomers  now  account  for  four 
adults  in  10. 

Why  the  baby  boom?  Because 
most  people  were  too  poor  or  too 
scared  during  the  Great  Depression 
to  consider  having  children,  and 
then  World  War  II  came  along  and 
further  postponed  family  plans  for 
many. 

Following  the  war,  however,  the 
economy  exploded,  and  so  did  the 
birth  rate  in  this  country.  The  baby 
boom  assured  America’s  role  as  not 


only  the  major  producer  in  the  post¬ 
war  world  but  also  created  a  mega 
market  such  as  had  never  been  seen 
before. 

Despite  experimentation  with 
drugs,  Eastern  religions  and  life¬ 
styles  that  outraged  their  parents  in 
the  1960s  and  ’70s,  Gallup  Youth 
Surveys  found  only  insignificant  in¬ 
terest  in  cults  and  eastern  religions. 
As  those  decades  unfolded,  baby 
boomers  may  have  seemed  to  have 
been  noticeably  absent  from 
church,  and  doomsayers  were  quick 
to  prophesy  that  they  had  aban¬ 
doned  traditional  religion. 

But  there  was  nothing  new  to  that, 
because  young  people  while  busily 
burning  the  candle  at  both  ends  his¬ 
torically  have  almost  always  absented 
themselves  from  church,  only  to  re¬ 
turn  later  in  life.  The  only  thing  dif¬ 
ferent  about  the  baby  boomers  in  this 
respect  was  that  there  were  more  of 
them  to  stay  away. 

Further  studies  in  the  1 980s  found 
religious  beliefs  among  the  boomers 


1950s:  So  many  parents  bring 
their  boomer  toddlers  to  church  to 
give  them  a  religious  upbringing, 
that  new  religious  records  are  estab¬ 
lished. 

1960s:  Teen-age  boomers  are  fas¬ 
cinated  by  eastern  religion  cults  and 
New  Age  ideas,  but  stick  to  basic 
Judeo-Christian  beliefs. 

1970s:  As  college  students  and 
young  adults,  boomers  are  too  busy 
burning  the  candle  at  both  ends  to 
have  much  time  for  church. 

1980s:  The  flower  children  sud¬ 
denly  transform  the  decade  into  an 


constantly  true  to  the  traditional  lev¬ 
els  of  American  participation. 

Many  boomers  have  been  post¬ 
poning  parenthood  until  later  in  life 
so  that  women  can  combine  careers 
with  families,  but  this  simply  means 
that  another  cycle  of  expanding 
populations  in  public  schools  and 


age  of  greed  as  they  go  establish¬ 
ment,  including  renewed  interest  in 
the  church. 

1990s:  Late-marrying  and  child¬ 
bearing  boomers  wait  until  the  last 
minute  to  have  children  to  start 
their  own  latter-day  boom  and  gen¬ 
erate  gradual  increases  in  religious 
participation. 

Forecast  2000:  Graying  and  long- 
lived  boomers  create  unprecedent¬ 
ed  demand  for  expanded  senior 
citizen  programs  at  church. 


Sunday  schools  has  come  a  bit  later 
than  has  traditionally  been  the  case. 

When  we  look  at  where  the  baby 
boomers  are  now,  they  are  statistical¬ 
ly  unremarkable,  mirroring  the  reli¬ 
gious  characteristics  of  the  general 
population  church  membership  and 
attendance  and  religious  preference. 


By  WILLIAM  |.  REYNOLDS 

No  one  knows  who  wrote  the 
700-year-old  Latin  hymn  on  which 
this  translation  is  based. 

Bernard  of  Clairvaux,  a  devout 
mystic  who  lived  in  the  i  2th  centu¬ 
ry,  is  usually  credited  with  being  the 
author  of  the  Latin  text. 

This  is  questioned  by  some  who 
point  out  that  the  best  manuscripts 
of  the  hymn  were  found  in  England 
and  seemed  to  be  the  work  of  an 
Englishman  writing  in  Latjn.  We 
know  the  hymn  is  from  the  12th 
century,  however,  and  is  one  of  our 
oldest  hymns. 

Edward  Caswall  made  this  En¬ 
glish  translation  in  1849,  two  years 
after  he  left  the  Church  of  England 
and  joined  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  A  skillful  translator  of  Lat¬ 
in  hymns,  Caswall  produced  almost 
200  English  translations  for  use  by 
the  church. 

The  hymn  is  quiet,  devotional, 
and  abounding  in  adoration  and 


love  for  Jesus  Christ.  One  can  imag¬ 
ine  a  monk  in  his  private  predawn 
devotions,  quietly  expressing  his 
love  for  the  Lord.  For  those  who 
know  him,  hope  and  joy  are  to  be 
found  in  Jesus. 

“St.  Agnes,”  the  name  of  the  tune 
we  sing  with  this  hymn,  was  com¬ 
posed  for  it  in  1866  by  John  B. 
Dykes.  He  named  the  tune  for  a  13- 
year-old  Christian  girl  in  Rome  who 
was  martyred  on  January  21,  A.D. 
304. 

A  beautiful  girl,  Agnes  refused 
marriage,  saying  that  she  could 
have  no  spouse  but  Jesus  Christ. 

Her  suitors  exposed  her  as  a 
Christian  and  she  was  eventually 
murdered  during  the  persecution  of 
Christians  by  the  Roman  emperor 
Diocletian.  She  is  venerated  as  the 
patron  saint  of  young  girls  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"At  the  Name  of  lesus " 


—GEORGE  H.  GALLUP,  JR. 


Spring  1994 

Legacies 

A  Quarterly  Publication  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation 


From  the 
Director 


It  has  been  a  busy  and  fulfilling  three 
and  a  half  years  as  Executive  Director  of 
your  United  Methodist  Foundation.  I  have 
had  the  privilege  of  preaching  in  142 
different  United  Methodist  churches  in 
Louisiana,  assisting  in  about  thirty 
financial  drives  and  in  numerous  Sunday  school  classes.  Administrative  Boards, 
Finance  Committees,  Endowment  Committees  and  other  local  chureh  meetings 
representing  the  Foundation. 


My  sense  is  that  the  Foundation  is  establishing  itself  to  be  a  key  asset  to  United 
Methodism  in  Louisiana.  I'm  pleased  about  that  and  know  that  if  that  is  true,  it  has 
only  been  possible  because  of  effective  leadership  from  our  Board,  a  dedicated  staff, 
absolute  support  of  our  Bishop,  but  most  importantly  the  acceptance  and 
encouragement  of  laity  and  ministers  all  over  our  conference.  We  all  share  the 
same  goal —  to  proclaim  Christ  and  to  be  good  stewards  of  all  the  blessings  with 
which  we’ve  been  entrusted. 


Your  church  and  our  other  service  institutions  have  the  opportunity  to  tap  into 
an  enormous  financial  potential.  It  won't  be  done,  though,  by  the  old  methods  and 
expectations.  That  pool  of  resources  is  not  from  current  but  accumulated  assets. 
Our  people  want  to  be  good  stewards  of  those  blessings,  too.  Let  us  help  you  to 
help  them!  Give  us  a  call. 


Grace  &  Peace 

j  Cj-  --  .  -  /s. 


IN 

MEMORIAM 


Max  Pace  a  long  time  trustee 
and  advocate  of  the  Foundation 
died  February  10, 1994.  Services 
were  conducted  at  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Our  appreciation  to  him 
and  our  prayers  for  his  family 
are  sincerely  offered. 


LOT  FOR 
SALE 


Would  you  like  to  own  a 
beautiful  home-site  in 
beautiful  Hot  Springs  Village, 
Arkansas???  The  Foundation, 
through  a  generous  donation 
owns  a  beautiful  lot  which 
originally  sold  for  $8,000.  We 
need  to  sell!  Call  Kenneth  R. 
Reed  at  (504)346-1535  for  more 
information. 


FOUNDATION  AWARENESS  SUNDAY 
OBSERVED  MARCH  13,  1994 


Sunday,  March  13, 1994  was  designated  by 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  as 
FOUNDATION  AWARENESS  SUNDAY. 
No  special  offering  is  collected  and  we  hope 
all  churches  remembered  the  Foundation  on 
this  day.  This  was  the  third  observance  of 
Foundation  Sunday  for  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

The  Foundation  is  happy  to  announce  that 
we  had  another  spectacular  year  in  1993. 
Due  to  the  faith  of  Methodists  all  over 
Louisiana,  we  continue  to  flourish.  Total 
assets  of  the  Foundation  stand  at  $28  million. 
We  have  almost  two  hundred  endowment, 


investment  and  trust  funds.  It  has  been  a 
very  exciting  time  for  the  staff  and  trustees  of 
the  Foundation. 

Your  Foundation  has  forged  ahead  to 
bring  new  services  to  the  churches  and 
agencies  of  the  annual  conference  by  setting 
up  a  loan  committee  and  establishing  a  loan 
policy.  The  Foundation  is  now  accepting 
applications  for  loans.  General  guidelines  for 
Foundation  loans  are  total  loan  amount 
$300,000,  security  for  most  loans  will  be  a 
first  mortgage  and  loans  will  be  considered 
for  those  churches  whose  total  church  debt 
payment  is  no  more  than  33%  of  their 


budget.  The  Trustees  of  the  Foundation  see 
this  loan  program  as  a  way  to  keep 
investment  earnings  higher  for  our  investors 
while  offering  another  service  to  our 
conference. 

We  look  forward  to  another  exciting  year 
serving  the  United  Methodists  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  If  you  have  questions 
about  the  Foundation  or  would  like  to  meet 
with  Dr.  Reed  please  call  or  send  in  the  clip 
and  mail  form  at  the  right  bottom  comer  of 
this  page. 


Alberta 

Jackson  Parker 
sets  up  Annuity 

Alberta  Jackson  Parker  of 
Shreveport,  recently  set  up  at  gift 
annuity  which  will  ultimately 
benefit  two  special  causes:  St. 
James  United  MethodistChurch, 
Shreveport  and  The  Women's 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Mrs.  Parker  will  receive  a 
generous  income  on  this  annuity 
for  the  rest  of  her  life. 


tf*.  ^  ^  ^  ^ 


Dr.  Reed  Assists  in  Budget  Campaigns 

Our  Executive  Director,  Kenneth  Reed,  assists  in  several  budget  and  capital  funds 
campaigns  each  year.  Give  him  a  call  at  (504)346-1535  if  you  need  help.  He  is 


ANNUAL,  MEETING 

April  7, 1994 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  has  been  set  for  April  7,  1994,  12:00  noon,  at  the  Camelot 
Club  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  outgoing  President,  Marcus  Wren  of 
Minden,  will  preside. 

Guest  speaker  for  the  occasion  will  be  Dr.  Charles  Laing,  the  former 
President  of  the  Texas  Methodist  Foundation  in  Austin,  Texas. 
Highlights  of  the  meeting  include:  election  of  officers,  approval  of 
appropriations,  review  of  the  year’s  work,  greetings  from  our  Bishop, 
reports  from  the  Executive  Director  and  other  items  of  business. 


LONG  TERM  POOL 
FUND  THREE  YEAR 
RETURN  IS  11% 


The  main  investment  accounts  managed  by  the  Foundation  is 
the  Long  Term  Pool  Fund.  This  large  pool  of  money  is  handled 
by  the  Trust  Department  of  Premier  Bank  in  Baton  Rouge.  As  you 
noticed  from  the  returns  shown  left,  we  have  experienced  a  good 
rate  of  return  over  the  last  three  years.  We  are  pleased  about  that 
and  know  you  are  also.  Investors  should  note  that  the  investment 
results  of  the  Long  Term  Fund  are  based  on  historical 
performance  and  will  fluctuate  over  time.  Any  presentation  of 
the  fund's  yield,  effective  yield,  or  total  return  for  any  prior  period 
should  not  be  considered  a  representation  of  what  the  fund's  yield 
or  total  return  may  be  in  any  future  period. 


Pictured  above  is  Rev.  Mark  Strickland  of  St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe,  with  several  of  the  members  of  the  churches  stewardship  committee.  Dr. 
Reed  recently  helped  SL  Mark’s  in  their  Stewardship  Drive. 


Fellowship  luncheons  are  a  part  of  the  Executive  Director’s  job  which  he  really 
enjoys.  Pictured  above  is  a  luncheon  at  Golden  Meadow  United  MethodistChurch 
which  followed  the  service  that  Dr.  Reed  preached.  He  hopes  to  see  you  soon! 


The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 
(504)346-1535 

[  am  interested  in  receiving,  without  obligation,  information  on: 


_ Gift  Annuity 

_ Giving  through  Life  Insurance 

_ Managing  Church  Funds 


_ Wills 

_ Giving  Real  Estate 

_ Memorial  Gifts 

_ Giving  Securities 

Assistance  with:  _ Budget  or  Capital  Fund  Campaign 

_ Wills,  Estate  Planning  and  Financial  Management  Seminars 

_ Setting  up  a  Permanent  Endowment  Fund  Committee 

_ Planned  Giving  Handbook 

Name _ 


E  Address _ _ 

:  City _ State _ Zip. 

EPhone _ 

EChurch _ 


This  fund  is  structured  by  the  Foundation's  Investment 
Committee  for  balanced  growth  and  income.  The  fund  is  invested 
in  Equities  and  U.  S.  Treasury  and  Government  Agency  Bonds. 
Up  to  45%  of  the  fund  is  invested  in  equities  with  the  remainder 
of  the  portfolio  invested  in  bonds.  The  bonds  return  most  of  the 
cash  income  while  the  stocks  are  responsible  for  most  of  the 
portfolio's  growth.  The  Foundation  has  set  limits  for  the  types  of  “ 
stocks  which  it  will  acquire  and  our  investors  can  be  assured  of 
high  quality  investments  for  this  portfolio. 

We  do  not  guarantee  any  particular  return  and  encourage  our 
investors  to  leave  funds  for  3  to  5  years  to  realize  both  growth  and 
earnings.  Accounts  placed  with  this  fund  can  experience  a  decline 
in  market  value  but  investors  should  take  a  longer  view  —  that 
earnings  experience  and  reinvestment  in  corpus  will  eventually 
gain  the  return  that  was  hoped  for  when  entering  this  fund.  If  you 
have  questions  about  your  account  call  us. 


Legacies,  a  special  page  to  the  Reporter  provided  by  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana,  is  available  to  individuals  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  information  provided  in  this 
publication  in  not  intended  to  be  legal  advice  on  specific  issues.  Always 
consult  your  attorney  when  considering  these  and  other  matters.  For  your 
copy  of  this  page.  Write  the  Foundation  today  at:  527  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802-5720  or  call  (504)346-1535. 


Executive  Director  Kenneth  R.  Reed 

Administrative  Assistant  Stacie  R.  Schneider 
Fund  Administrator  Martha  C.  Diehl 
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April  Conference  Calendar 

3  Easter  Sunday-Good  Samaritan  Observance 
6-7  Cabinet  Meeting 

7  Louisiana  United  Foundation  Annual  Board  of  Trustees 
Meeting,  Baton  Rouge,  noon 

7  Conference  Center  Board  of  Trustees,  Headquarters  Building, 

3  p.m. 

8-10  Volunteer  in  Mission  Training,  Sager-Brown  Center 
9  Conference  Board  of  Laity  Meeting,  Newman  UMC, 
Alexandria,  9  a.m. 

9  Christian  Motivation  Assembly,  Conference  United 

Methodist  Men,  University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  8  a.m. -3:30 
p.m. 

12  Conference  Clergy  Golf  Tournament,  Santa  Maria  Golf 
Course,  Baton  Rouge,  noon 

13- 14  Cabinet  Meeting 

14- 15  Christian  Education  Fellowship  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers 
16  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Spring  Meeting, 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  10  a.m-2  p.m. 

16  Basic  Lay  Speaking  Course,  First  UMC,  Houma,  9  a.m-4  p.m. 

1 7  Native  American  Awareness  Sunday 

18  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Spring  Interviews  for  Associate 
Members  and  Local  Pastors,  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston,  9:30  a.m. 
to  noon. 

18-20  COTO,  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  Spring  Retreat,  Tall 
Timbers 

19  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  Spring  Interviews  for  Associate 
Members  and  Local  Pastors,  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  9:30 
a.m-noon 

20  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  Spring  Interviews  for  Associate 
Members  and  Local  Pastors,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  9:30 
a.m-noon 

20  Tri-District  Evangelism  Workshop:  Monroe,  Ruston  and 
Shreveport  Districts,  Arcadia  UMC,  9  a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

21  Tri-District  Evangelism  Workshop:  Acadiana,  Alexandria 
and  Lake  Charles  Districts,  Louisiana  Memorial,  Opelousas, 

9  a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

22  Tri-District  Evangelism  Workshop:  Baton  Rouge,  New 
Orleans  and  North  Shore  Districts,  St.  Mark,  Baton  Rouge, 

9  a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

23  Conference  Youth  Serving  Ministries,  First  UMC, 

Alexandria,  10  a.m. 

23  Advanced  Lay  Speaking  Course,  Pharr  Chapel,  Morgan  City, 

9  a.m. -4  p.m. 

24  Youth  Service  Fund  Sunday 

30  Advanced  Lay  Speaking  Course,  Asbury,  Lafayette,  9  a.m.- 

4  p.m. 
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Holy  Week  calls  us  to  reverence 


LOUISIANA 

CONFERENCE 


A 

Lenten 


message 


Bishop  William  Oden 

Each  Monday  at  8:15  a.m.  our  Headquarters  staff  gathers  for  wor¬ 
ship  in  the  chapel.  Sometimes  the  room  overflows;  other  days  just  a  few 
are  available.  The  leadership  is  shared  among  those  who  work  at  the 
Conference  Headquarters  Building,  and  who  volunteer  for  this  task. 

I  have  just  returned  from  our  Monday  morning  worship.  It  was  led 
by  Nanci  Youngblood  who  works  in  the  finance  office.  Her  theme  was 
from  Luke  9:23: 

If  any  want  to  become  my  followers,  let  them  deny  themselves 
and  take  up  their  cross  daily  and  follow  me. 

Nanci  reminded  us  that  “daily”  is  the  operative  word;  that  the 
church  has  struggled  with  what  it  means  to  take  up  the  cross  since  the 
resurrection;  that  while  for  some,  this  means  the  sacrifice  of  even  life 
itself,  for  most  of  us,  taking  up  a  cross  involves  the  many  daily  small 
decisions  about  serving  others  instead  of  ourselves.  She  gave  examples: 

A  couple  who  greatly  enjoyed  Sunday  family  brunches  after 
church  giving  up  that  time  to  lead  a  college  class  in  their  con¬ 
gregation. 

Seeing  interruptions  as  ways  to  serve  rather  than  keeping  one 
from  “busy  work.” 

Choosing  to  become  involved  when  it  would  be  more  convenient 
to  stay  out  of  the  fray. 

There  are  two  movies  I  would  urge  you  to  see  during  Lent.  Both  are 
about  giving  up  prejudices  and  lifestyles  in  order  to  be  servants. 

“Schindler’s  List”  is  the  story  of  a  man  who  risked  his  life  to  save 
Jews  during  the  Holocaust.  This  was  done  not  by  a  conscious  decision 
to  be  “a  better  person”  but  by  responding  as  a  servant  to  the  evil  and 
pain  he  saw. 

“Philadelphia”  is  about  a  lawyer  with  AIDS  who  needs  legal  council 
and  is  turned  down  by  a  number  of  prestigious  attorneys.  As  a  last  re¬ 
sort,  he  goes  to  an  acquaintance  who  happened  to  be  very  prejudiced 
against  gays,  but  who  assumed  the  servant  role  in  spite  of  his  preju¬ 
dices. 

My  guess  is,  this  is  the  way  most  of  us  carry  our  cross  daily  —  not  by 
sweeping  dramatic  decisions;  not  by  blinding  conversions  that  change 
us  into  cross-bearers;  but  by  the  responses  we  make  to  the  hurt  and 
need  around  us  by  consciously  deciding  the  priorities  that  shape  our 
lives. 


s  Crace  -  Witness 


tot'*' 


william  B.  Oden,  blihop 
Donald  C.  Cottrill,  council  director-editor 
Dotty  Bagbey,  associate  editor 
Judy  Brewer,  assistant  editor  of  supplements 
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Russian  visit: 
cold  weather 


Pictured  at  the  airport  in  Moscow,  ready  for  the  return  flight  to  Lou¬ 
isiana,  is  the  delegation  that  recently  went  to  Ekaterinburg. 


Holy  Week  begins  with  Palm 
Sunday  on  March  27  commemorat¬ 
ing  Jesus’  triumphal  entry  into  Jeru¬ 
salem.  United  Methodists  will 
observe  Maundy  Thursday  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  institution  of  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  and  then  observe  Good 
Friday  on  April  1  as  the  crucifixion 
of  Christ  is.  remembered.  Churches 
will  celebrate  the  glory  of  Easter 
and  Christ’s  resurrection  on  April  3. 
These  special  days  will  be  observed 
in  many  different  ways  in  our  Loui¬ 
siana  churches. 

Several  Baton  Rouge  UM  congre¬ 
gations  will  join  together  for  a 
Good  Friday  worship  on  the  “Seven 
I  ,ast  Word  of  Christ.”  The  event 
will  be  held  in  Scotlandville  Magnet 
High  School,  Baton  Rouge,  on  Fri¬ 
day,  April  1,  from  9  a.m.  to  noon, 
reports  Marion  Jones,  lay  leader  at 
Camphor  UMC. 

Mass  choir 

A  mass  choir  from  all  of  the 
churches  will  blend  their  voices. 
Wesley  UMC,  where  Rev.  Freddie 
Henderson  is  pastor  will  provide  a 
musical  team  to  direct  the  choir  and 
provide  musical  accompaniment. 
Ushers  will  be  from  each  of  the 
churches. 

Ministers  and  their  congregations 
who  will  participate  are  as  follows: 

Rev.  Arnold  Brown,  Neely  UMC, 
first  word;  Rev.  Roger  Lathan,  Cam¬ 
phor  UMC,  second;  Rev.  William  J. 
Miller,  Hughes  UMC  and  Andrew 
Chapel,  third;  Rev.  Louis  H.  Jones, 
Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul  UMC,  fourth; 
Rev.  Robert  Williams,  Scott  and 
Shiloh  UMC,  fifth;  Rev.  Clarence 
Hillard,  Jordan-St.  Peter  UMC, 
sixth,  and  Rev.  Carolyn  Stokes, 
Hartzell  UMC  and  Southern  Uni¬ 
versity  campus  ministry,  seventh. 

The  Lenten  Cross  is  displayed 
during  services  at  Grace  UMC, 
Ruston.  The  pastor.  Dr.  Jack 
O’Dell,  said. 

“The  Lenten  cross  is  not  pretty  at 
all.  It  has  rough  edges.  Some  places 
in  it  are  covered  with  bark  and  oth¬ 
ers  are  not.  It  is  crooked  and  un¬ 
even  and  awkward  to  carry.” 

Nel  Henley,  worship  area  chair, 
saved  the  Chrismon  tree  from  the 
Advent  season  and  transformed  it 
into  the  Lenten  cross. 

“The  cross  reminds  us  of  Jesus’ 
life  in  its  fullness,”  O’Dell  said. 
“The  Christmas  baby  becomes  the 
man  of  the  cross.  The  beauty  of 
Christmas  and  Advent  must  always 
be  seen  in  the  darkness  of  Maundy 
Thursday  and  Good  Friday.  Only 
then  are  we  ready  for  Easter  morn¬ 
ing.” 

Members  of  the  Grace  congrega¬ 
tion  are  invited  to  take  freshly  cut 
flowers  to  church  with  them  on  Eas¬ 
ter  morning  to  adorn  the  cross. 

Silent  Breakfast 

On  Good  Friday  Cedar  Grove 
UMC  and  Morningside  UMC, 
Shreveport  will  gather  for  a  Silent 
Breakfast  in  Morningside  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall.  The  pastor,  Dr.  J.  Van 
Dickens  said,  “This  is  a  time  to 
meditate  on  the  goodness  of  God’s 
sacrificial  love  that  we  be  recon¬ 
ciled  to  God,  our  neighbor,  and  find 
new  life  in  him.” 

Each  Sunday  evening  during 
Lent,  Rev.  Ricky  Willis,  pastor  of 
Faith  UMC,  West  Monroe,  is  con¬ 
ducting  a  Lenten  Bible  study, 
“Walking  With  Jesus  During  His 
Last  Week.”  The  church  will  have  a 
"come  as  you  are”  Maundy  Thurs¬ 
day  Communion.  On  Good  Friday 
at  7  p.m.  they  will  have  a  special 
service  commemorating  the  cruci¬ 
fixion.  At  the  end  of  the  service,  all 
members  of  the  congregation  will 
participate  in  erecting  a  cross  out¬ 
side  the  church. 

The  youth,  adult  choirs  and  the 
wind  ensemble  of  Asbury  UMC, 
Lafayette,  will  present  a  program  of 
music  on  Sunday  evening,  March 
27,  Lee  Cooke,  reports.  Over  100 
singers  and  40  instrumentalists  will 
participate  in  the  presentation  of 
the  cantata,  “The  Seven  Last 
Words.” 

The  Rev.  Bob  Burgess  is  senior 
pastor. 


warm  friends 

Cold  Siberian  temperatures  of 
minus  28  degrees  Fahrenheit 
caused  a  delegation  of  1 1  from  Lou¬ 
isiana  to  shiver  last  month  in  Ekate¬ 
rinburg,  Russia.  But  they  felt  the 
warmth  of  the  partnership  among 
Christian  friends  there  and  the 
strengthening  ties  between  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  and  the  Ural 
Mountain  region  United  Method¬ 
ists.  Construction  is  scheduled  to 
begin  this  summer  on  a  church 
building  for  the  congregation  of 
which  Lydia  Istomina  is  lay  pastor. 

Rev.  Douglas  E.  Milliron,  pastor, 
Hosston-Gilliam  UMC,  Shreveport, 
who  is  a  members  of  the  Russian 
Initiative  Advisory  Committee,  re¬ 
ported  on  the  mission  trip.  The 
Conference  Russian  Initiative 
Committee,  chaired  by  Marilyn 
Brown  Oden,  assisted  in  the  ar¬ 
rangements  for  the  visit. 

Methodist  Park 

Jim  Waddle,  a  lay  member  of 
Broadmoor  UMC,  and  Bill  Smith,  a 
lay  member  of  First  UMC,  Tulsa, 
and  Milliron  coordinated  the  re¬ 
commitment  of  property  at  Meth¬ 
odist  Park  in  Ekaterinburg.  This 
will  be  the  site  of  the  new  church  fa¬ 
cility.  They  also  met  with  officials 
of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church  in 
Ekaterinburg  and  of  the  city  and  the 
Sverdlosk  Region  to  clear  the  way 
for  the  building  construction. 

“Much  work  needs  to  be  done 
and  financial  support  is  being  de¬ 
veloped  for  the  first-phase  of 
construction,"  Milliron  said. 

The  components  of  the  work 
team  that  went  to  Russia  consisted 
of  seven  educators  from  Centenary 
College  and  Caddo  Parish  Public 
Schools,  two  surgeons  and  two  busi¬ 
ness  and  professional  people  from 
Louisiana  plus  an  engineer  from 
Tulsa. 

Led  by  Dr.  John  Turner  and  Dr. 
James  Gillespie,  the  educators  con¬ 
ducted  a  seminar  on  early  child¬ 
hood  development  in  a  private 
school.  Others  participating  were 
Margaret  Holt,  Vickie  Lefevers, 
Mary  Kay  Singleton,  Kathy  Turner 
and  Vickie  Whitner-Lepanto. 

Dr.  Laurence  Hiller,  a  cardiolo¬ 
gist  who  is  a  veteran  of  two  previ¬ 
ous  missions  to  the  country  with  the 
Conference’s  Russian  Food  Lift, 
visited  the  Ural  Regional  Hospital 
No. 2  and  lectured  on  heart  disease. 
Surgeries  were  postponed  due  to  the 
low  temperatures.  The  available 
heating  could  only  bring  the  rooms 
to  a  cool  57  degrees. 

Spinal  surgery 

Dr.  Lewis  Jones,  an  orthopedist 
on  his  first  visit  to  Russia,  partici¬ 
pated  in  spinal  surgery  at  the  Ural 
Scientific  Research  Institute  of 
Traumatology  and  Orthopedics. 
Both  surgeons  plan  continued  help 
to  Russian  physicians’  development 
of  a  church-based  clinic. 

The  delegation  visited  with  the 
Russian  Archbishop  Melchezidek. 

Their  time  with  the  Ekaterinburg 
congregation  was  inspiring.  “We 
worshipped  together  and  searched 
the  scriptures  together  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  called  Methodists  in  the  Ekate¬ 
rinburg  church,"  Milliron  said.  He 
spoke  to  confirmation  classes. 

Church  Ministries 

“We  visited  four  soup  kitchens 
operated  by  the  church,  took  part  in 
prison  ministry,  heard  detailed  re¬ 
ports  from  their  Administrative 
Board,  and  more,”  he  said.  “We 
wept  and  prayed  with  them  over  the 
challenges  facing  their  church  in  a 
post-Communistic  community  and 
nation.” 

He  concluded,  “The  work  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  the 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  “sis¬ 
ter-church"  to  Ekaterinburg  contin¬ 
ues  in  the  blessing  of  God.  Let  us 
remember  this  mission  in  our 
prayers  daily  and  give  ourselves  to 
this  work  where  we  also  see  God  at 
work.” 


Members  of  the  Ekaterinburg  UM  Church  serve  at  one  of  the  soup 
kitchens  operated  by  the  congregation. 


Some  members  of  the  delegation  meet  with  the  Russian  Orthodox 
archbishop. 


A  group  of  members  engage  in  Bible  study  at  the  Ekaterinburg 
church. 


Around  the  Conference 


Dr.  R.  Pat  Day,  pastor.  First  UMC, 
Shreveport  was  keynote  speaker  at 
the  Alexandria 
District  Board  of 
Laity  Banquet 
March  17  in  First 
UMC,  Natchito¬ 
ches,  Winderlean 
-  S.  Lewis,  reports. 
Day,  who  holds  a 
doctor  of  minis¬ 
try  degree  from 
Perkins  School 
of  Theology  at 
SMU,  was  formerly  VISION  2000 
Task  Force  chair  in  the  Texas  Con¬ 
ference.  A  native  of  Elkhart,  Texas, 
he  has  served  as  pastor  of  a  number 
of  Texas  churches.  His  book,  Grow¬ 
ing  Into  Greatness,  was  published  in 
1  988  by  Everette  Publishing  of 
Bossier  City.  Day  is  heard  weekly 
on  the  CBS  affiliate,  KSLA. 


Dr.  Pat  Day 


Daylight  Savings 
to  begin  on  Easter 

Daylight  Savings  Time  begins 
on  Easter  Sunday,  April  3,  this 
year.  Clocks  will  be  set  forward 
one  hour.  Remember  to  set 
them  ahead  to  be  on  time  for 
Easter  services  and  activities. 


During  a  February  ice  storm, 
farmers  in  the  Bemice-Spearville- 
Marion,  Louisiana,  area  who  raised 
chickens,  suffered  great  loses  of 
chicken  houses  and  chickens  that 
were  only  insured  at  80  per  cent  of 
value.  Many  of  the  churches  in  the 
Ruston  District  have  taken  offerings 
during  March  communion  to  aid 
the  farmers. 

Rev.  James  M.  Poole,  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  has  been  di¬ 
recting  the  project  to  assist  the 
Louisiana  farmers.  Collections  are 
to  be  completed  by  March  3 1  when 
the  district  finance  committee  will 
disburse  the  funds,  he  said. 


The  Sanctuary  Choir  of  St.  Mark 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  will  present  the 
cantata,  “How  Great  Thou  Art,"  on 
Sunday,  March  27,  at  5  p.m.  The 
choir  is  directed  by  Ethel  R.  Blaze. 
Featured  soloists  will  be  Carolyn  G. 
Clark,  Barbara  Eames,  Sonya  R. 
Etienne,  Daniel  L.  Heath,  Allen  F. 
Martin,  Everett  G.  Parker  and  the 
pastor.  Rev.  Randall  E.  Campbell. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  New  Orleans  District, 

was  speaker  in  the  Great  Preacher 
Series  March  13  and  14  at  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  where  se¬ 
nior  pastor  is  Dr.  Charles  Simmons. 
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How  do  we 
relate  to  our 
seminaries? 

Historically,  seminaries  train  the  pastors, 
musicians,  religious  educators  and  other  pro- 
_ _  fessionals 

FaithLine  churches. 

Thus  some¬ 
thing  like  the  latest  in  a  series  of  firings  and 
dismissals  of  presidents  and  faculty  at  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  seminaries  raises  questions  of  de¬ 
nominational  accountability  versus  academic 
freedom  for  all  Protestant  denominations  (see 
related  story  on  Page  3). 

What  relationship  should  denominations 
have  with  the  seminaries  they  help  support? 

What's  an  appropriate  balance  between  de¬ 
nominational  accountability  and  academic 
freedom? 

How  should  such  a  balance  be  accom¬ 
plished? 

How  should  that  balance  be  monitored  and, 
as  necessary,  corrected? 

Mail  your  responses  to  “FaithLine,”  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
TX  75266-0275  or  send  by  facsimile  to  214- 
630-0079.  Responses  must  be  received  by 
midnight  April  5  to  be  considered  for  publica¬ 
tion.  Selected  responses  will  be  published  in  a 
future  issue. 


Advice  to  churches:  Message  before  media 


By  RANDALL  BALMER 

Religious  News  Service 

What  do  you  do  when  you’re 
down  in  the  polls,  when  your  ap¬ 
proval  rating  has  hit  rock  bottom? 

As  any  politician  knows  very 
well,  the  solution  is  to  advertise, 
produce  some  fuzzy  soft-focus 
commercials  with  plenty  of  back 
light  to  convince  the  general  pub¬ 
lic  of  your  warmth,  your  sincerity 
and  your  genuine  interest  in  their 
well-being. 

That’s  the  strategy  being  advo¬ 
cated  in  some  rather  unlikely 
quarters:  mainline  and  even  estab- 
lished  churches. 

Urged  to  advertise 

At  a  recent  meeting  in  Virginia 
Beach,  Va.  a  communications  ex¬ 
pert  from  Penn  State  University, 
Cathy  Sargent  Mester,  urged  main¬ 
line  Protestant  denominations  to 
advertise  in  order  to  improve  their 
image  and,  presumably,  to  boost 
membership  and  contributions. 

In  terms  of  both  membership 
and  contributions,  mainline  Prot¬ 
estantism  has  been  on  the  skids 
since  the  mid-1960s,  and  Ms.  Mes¬ 
ter  thinks  that  a  few  commercials 
could  help.  She  cited  the  example 
of  the  Mormons,  whose  ads,  she 
said,  are  “well-crafted  and  stimu¬ 
lating  and  they  bring  a  ‘we-can- 
help’  message  in  a  non-threatening 
manner.” 

Just  across  the  Atlantic,  the  re¬ 
doubtable  Church  of  England 
heard  a  similar  plea. 

The  church’s  communications 
committee  recommended  that 
advertising  be  adopted  to  convey 
the  church’s  message  to  the  larger 
public. 

“We  believe  that  the  Church 
gives  far  too  low  a  priority  to  its 
thinking  and  budgeting  on  reach¬ 
ing  those  who  do  not  hear  its 
message,"  the  report  concluded. 

Canon  Colin  Semper,  head  of 
the  committee  and  a  former  head 
of  religious  broadcasting  at  the 
BBC,  then  chimed  in  with  his  en¬ 
try  in  the  understatement  of  the 
year  sweepstakes. 

“I  think  the  church  is  in  grave 


Commentary 


Randall  Balmer  is 
associate 
professor  of 
religion  at  Barnard 
College/Columbia 
University. 


danger  of  being  marginalized," 
he  said. 

The  most  recent  study  I’m  aware 
of  suggests  that  less  than  three  per¬ 
cent  of  the  British  population  at¬ 
tends  the  Church  of  England  on  a 
given  Sunday,  despite  the  fact  that 
Anglicanism  is  the  established  reli¬ 
gion  in  Great  Britain.  Yes,  “mar¬ 
ginalized’’  may  be  the  right  word. 

How  is  it  that  both  mainline 
Protestants  in  the  United  States 
and  the  established  church  in  the 
United  Kingdom  have  come  to 
this — that  they  now  look  to  ad¬ 
vertising  to  overcome  a  poor 
public  image? 

No  single  answer 

There  is  no  single,  succinct  an¬ 
swer  to  that  question,  but  one  of 
the  more  compelling  hypotheses  is 
that  mainline  Protestants  and  An¬ 
glicans  simply  grew  complacent 
over  the  years,  and  in  so  doing  lost 
touch  with  their  constituents. 

On  the  other  hand,  evangeli¬ 
cals  throughout  history,  have 
been  relentless  about  seeking  out 
the  public,  even  to  the  point  of 
compromising  their  theology  in 
order  to  appeal  to  the  populace. 

Contrary  to  popular  concep¬ 
tions,  moreover,  evangelicals  have 
also  been  leaders  in  the  use  of  com¬ 
munications  technology.  Consider. 

■  In  the  18th  century  George 
Whitefield  used  mass  meetings  and 
persuasive  rhetoric  to  advance 
evangelical  Christianity,  tech¬ 
niques  that  would  be  copied  by  Pa¬ 
triots  during  the  American 
Revolution. 

■  Methodist  circuit  riders 


Christians  have  long 
made  use  of  the 
media  of  their  eras, 
from  the  Methodist 
circuit  rider  of  the 
American  frontier  to 
the  control  booth  of 
20th  Century 
television.  But 
today's  established 
churches  need  to 
decide  what  message 
they  will  send  before 
they  seek  to  use  a 
medium,  contends 
commentator  Randall 
Balmer  (see  related 
commentary  at  left). 


brought  religion  to  the  people  and 
organized  the  grass  roots,  thereby 
anticipating  the  grass-roots  organi¬ 
zation  of  political  parties. 

■  In  the  20th  Century  radio 
preachers  like  Charles  Fuller  and 
Aimee  Semple  McPherson  used 
the  airwaves  to  propagate  their 
evangelical  messages  before  other 
religious  leaders  caught  on  and  be¬ 
fore  Franklin  Roosevelt  discovered 
the  political  utility  of  radio. 

■  The  televangelists  of  the 
1970s  prefigured  Ronald  Rea¬ 
gan’s  masterful  use  of  television 
a  decade  later. 

Larger  question  remains 

Now,  it  seems,  mainline  Prot¬ 
estants  in  the  U.S.  and  even  the 
Church  of  England  are  trying  to 
catch  up  to  the  evangelicals,  pro¬ 


posing  to  advertise  themselves 
like  detergent  and  lite  beer. 

There’s  nothing  inherently 
wrong  with  such  a  strategy,  of 
course,  nothing  in  the  Bible  that 
prohibits  the  use  of  electronic 
media.  But  the  larger  question  re¬ 
mains: 

What  will  commercials  say? 

This  is  the  issue  that  bedevils 
mainline  Protestants  constantly. 
What  do  they  have  to  say  to  the 
larger  culture?  Ever  since  the  ear¬ 
ly  1960s  mainline  Protestantism 
has  seemed  confused  and  unsure 
of  itself. 

Throughout  the  middle  decades 
of  the  20th  Century,  the  mainline 
grew  to  be  so  identified  with  the 
cultural  establishment  that  it  be¬ 


came  indistinguishable  from  it, 
just  as  the  Church  of  England  be¬ 
came  a  kind  of  museum  for  En¬ 
glish  culture.  Both  churches  lost 
touch  with  the  people. 

Now,  it  seems,  advertising  is  the 
panacea.  If  only  we  can  come  off 
well  on  television,  these  churches 
are  telling  themselves,  then  we  can 
somehow  revive  our  fortunes. 

But  the  soft-focus,  back-lit 
commercials  of  political  candi¬ 
dates,  or  even  of  the  Mormons, 
are  no  substitute  for  substance. 

The  larger  task  facing  Protes¬ 
tants  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  is  finding  a  message  that  is 
consonant  with  the  traditions  of 
the  faith.  Then,  and  only  then, 
can  that  message  be  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  larger  public. 


Science  may  have  no  answers, 
but  you  can  bet  theology  has 


Your  thought-provoking  edito¬ 
rials  are  always  awaited  with 
much  anticipation.  Your  March 
1 1  essay  concerning  Dr.  Robert 
Jastrow’s  comments  about  “the 
Big  Bang  and  beyond”  is  espe¬ 
cially  piquant. 

Dr.  Jastrow’s  remark  that  “sci¬ 
ence  cannot  penetrate  the  mys¬ 
tery  of  the  first  creation”  implies 
that  theology  can.  This  implica¬ 
tion  is  supported  by  his  state¬ 
ment  that  science  cannot  see 
beyond  the  Big  Bang  and  “into 
the  province  of  theologians.” 
You  say  you  affirm  his  remarks. 
So  do  I;  but  from  a  different  per¬ 
spective. 

What  is  the  province  of  theol¬ 
ogy?  You  say  correctly  that  it  is 
our  reflections  about  God.  Re¬ 
flection  is  calm,  quiet  throught 
resulting  in  opinion,  belief,  or 
speculation.  But  not  knowledge, 
as  distinguished  from  ignorance 
or  misunderstanding. 

For  almost  2,000  years,  our 
Mother  Church  embraced  the  te¬ 
net  of  a  geocentric  universe.  Only 
recently  has  the  church  admitted 
(however  half-heartedly)  that  Ga¬ 
lileo  was  right  in  rejecting  this  te¬ 
net,  a  belief  established  by 
contemplating  the  apparent 
movement  of  the  heavenly 
“gods.” 

No  amount  of  reflection  and 
contemplation  can  “penetrate 
the  mystery  of  the  first  creation,” 
and  Dr.  Jastrow  knows  that  for 
Sure.  But  he  also  knows  that  the- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

ology  has  historically  provided 
answers  to  the  unanswerable, 
however  inconsistent  and  errone¬ 
ous  those  answers  might  be. 

So  what  he  is  really  saying,  I 
think,  is  that  science  has  no  an¬ 
swer,  but  you  can  bet  theology  has. 

Sam  Miller 

Tullahoma,  Tennessee 

What  about  salvation? 

I  am  a  United  Methodist  and 
plan  to  stay  one. 

But  in  recent  years  some  of  the 
ministers  I’ve  heard  don’t  preach 
salvation  every  Sunday.  When 
some  of  them  end  their  sermons, 
they  ask  if  anyone  wants  to  be¬ 
come  one  of  us  and  become 
members.  Some  people  believe 
they  will  go  to  heaven  if  they  are 
a  member  of  a  church. 

Lately  I  have  been  concerned 
that  there  needs  to  be  more  ex¬ 
planation  about  salvation  to 
someone  who  comes  in  off  the 
street.  Also  some  wouldn’t  know 
what  the  word  “repent”  means. 

A.  Y.  Johnson 
Abilene,  Texas 

Use  skilled  labor 

Recently  the  South  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction  Volunteers  in  Mission 
solicited  seven  people  to  go  to 


Bratislava,  Slovakia,  to  spend  a 
week  renovating  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  solicitation  stated  no  re¬ 
quirements  for  skills,  experience, 
gender,  or  other  qualifications, 
other  than  paying  the  cost  of 
$1,400  per  person. 

The  latest  economic  informa¬ 
tion  I  could  find  on  Slovakia  lists 
an  average  wage  there  equivalent 
to  about  $3  per  hour  in  the  U.S. 
Average  family  income  in  Slova¬ 
kia  is  the  equivalent  of  less  than 
$6,000  per  year. 

I  submit  that  Volunteers  in 
Mission  would  accomplish  more 
by  soliciting  contributions  to  hire 
local  skilled  workmen  to  reno¬ 
vate  the  Bratislava  church. 

A  donation  of  $500  would  pay 
a  month’s  wages  of  a  Slovakian 
craftsman.  Of  course,  the  indi¬ 
vidual  would  miss  out  on  the 
two-day  trip  into  the  Austrian 
Alps,  but  $900  would  be  saved 
for  other  good  works. 

David  H.  Bell 
Sycamore  Hills,  Missouri 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief \  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address 
of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication 
to  "Letters  to  the  Editor United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  752 66- 
0275,  or  fax  letters  to  214-630- 
0079. 
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What  others  are  saying 


“Even  while  religion  is  being  deval¬ 
ued,  the  world  cries  out  for  credible 
demonstrations  of 
hope,  for  a  compe¬ 
tent  and  compas¬ 
sionate  future.  The 
answer  is  not  less 
faith,  but  more. 
Those  of  us  who 
are  part  of  a  faith 
community  must 
demonstrate  that 
faith  leads  toward  the  service  of 
others.” 

— Former  President  Jimmy  Carter 
in  the  Carter  Center's  newsletter. 
Faith  &  Health. 

*  *  * 

“In  congregations-as-clubs, 
growth  and  change  (indeed  the 
Great  Commission  itself)  are  seen 
not  as  opportunities  but  as  threats. 
Moreover,  while  a  church  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  conversion  and  com¬ 
mitment,  a  club  is  primarily 
concerned  with  fellowship  and 
making  people  feel  good.  Newness 
and  difference  threaten  the  club's 
primary  reason  for  being.” 

— Michael  Smith  (a  pseudonym), 
writing  on  pastors  as  targets  in  con¬ 
gregations  in  Christian  Century. 

*  *  * 

“It  is  inevitably  the  human  desire 
to  place  ourselves  at  the  center  of  the 
conversation.  We  want  to  talk  about 
God  purely  on  our  own  terms,  make 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  i he  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“This  is  love:  not  that  we  loved 
God,  but  that  He  loved  us  and  sent 
His  son  as  an  atoning  sacrifice  for 
our  sins.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Luke  22:19) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  27 
Holy  Week 
Palm/ Passion  Sunday: 

Mark  11:1-11 
Monday:  John  12:1-11 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  49:1-7 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  50:4-9a 
Holy  Thursday: 

John  13:1-17,  31-35b 
Good  Friday: 

John  18:1-19:42 
Saturday:  Isaiah  50: 1 3-53: 1 2 


God  into  just  one  more  thing  that 
must  revolve  around  our  own  de¬ 
mands.  Thus,  we  imagine  that  we  are 
speaking  of  God  when  we  are  only 
talking  endlessly  about  ourselves.” 

— The  Rev.  Sally  Nelson,  Lutheran 
pastor  in  Lancaster,  Minn.,  writing 
in  Good  News  magazine. 

*  *  * 

“God  gives  it  all:  commandments 
to  give  shape  to  human  life  and  for¬ 
giveness  to  bring  healing  to  human 
life.” 

— The  Rev.  Patrick  J.  Willson, 
Presbyterian  pastor  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  writing  in  Christian  Century. 
*  *  * 


“One  of  our  pastors  said,  ‘Our 
pews  are  full  of  people  who  don’t 
know  what  they 
believe.’  Perhaps 
the  biblical  de¬ 
scription  of  per¬ 
sons  who  have  the 
“outward  form  of 
godliness  but  deny 
its  power”  applies 
to  our  time.  .  .  . 
We  must  catch 
hold  of  the  fire  of  the  faith  in  our 
very  souls  if  we  are  to  be  faithful.” 

— Bishop  R.  Sheldon  Duecker,  Chi¬ 
cago  Area. 

*  *  * 


Armenia-Georgia 


In  a  region  about  the  size  of  Indiana, 
war,  economic  breakdown,  and  earthquake  have 
caused  one  of  the  largest  uprooting  of  families 
since  the  close  of  World  War  II. 

Out  of  a  population  the  size  of  that  in  Louisiana, 
more  than  a  quarter  is  seriously  at  risk.  Today, 
95%  of  the  people  in  the  region  are  below  the 
poverty  line. 


Russia  ]  Caspian 
Sea 


Turkey 


You  can  help! 

UMCOR's  medical  relief  opera¬ 
tion  is  helping  to  avert  epidemics 
among  refugees,  displaced 
persons,  and  the  general  popula¬ 
tion.  In  addition  to  delivering 
medical  supplies,  UMCOR  is 
serving  the  people  of  Armenia 
and  Georgia  by  training  medical 


professionals  there  and  by  en¬ 
abling  Georgians  to  produce  their 
own  medicines.  Through  dona¬ 
tions,  UMCOR  has  supplied  over 
127,000  winter  coats  in  Armenia 
and,  through  staff  efforts  in 
Armenia,  continues  to  promote 
the  entire  humanitarian  effort. 


UMCOR  ADVANCE  #250225-8,  Armenia-Georgia  emergency 


For  more  information  contact:  UMCOR  Disaster  Response  Office.  Room  1374,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive.  New  York,  NY  10115,  212/870-3809  (fax  212/870-3624). 


Make  your  check  payable  to  your  local  church.  Be  sure  to  write  the  Advance  code  number  on  the 
check.  For  local  church  and  annual  conference  credit,  give  your  gift  to  your  local  church  treasurer. 
Gifts  are  forwarded  to  Advance  GCFA,  PO  Box  9068,  GPO,  New  York,  NY  10087-9068. 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


BISHOP  LEAVES  BURUNDI:  Less 

than  a  month  after  returning  to  Burundi  for 
the  first  time  since  October,  United  Methodist 
Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndori- 
cimpa  and  his  wife,  Sabine, 
have  left  that  Central  Afri¬ 
can  nation  in  the  wake  of 
new  violence.  The  couple 
is  said  to  be  in  an  undis¬ 
closed  location.  Doreen 
Tilghman,  executive  of  the 
church’s  World  Division, 
said  the  bishop  encoun- 


Alfred  Ndoricimpa 
tered  dead  bodies  as  he  traveled  the  road  from 
Bujumbura,  the  capital,  to  Gitega,  where  the 
country’s  largest  United  Methodist  church,  St. 
Peter’s,  and  the  conference  offices  are  located. 
Despite  threats  to  his  life,  the  bishop  had  re¬ 
turned  to  Burundi  in  February.  Earlier  this 
month,  Ms.  Tilghman,  Bishop  David  Lawson 
(Springfield,  Ill.  Area),  and  Bishop  Walter 
Klaiber  (Germany  Area)  visited  Bishop  Ndori¬ 
cimpa  and  talked  with  government  leaders 
there  (see  UMR,  March  1 8). 


EMMY  NOMINEE:  “Catch  the  Spirit,"  pro¬ 
duced  by  United  Methodist  Communications, 
has  been  nominated  for  three  Emmy  Awards  in 
the  outstanding  religious  programming  category. 
Winners  are  to  be  announced  April  10.  Nomi¬ 
nated  were  a  segment  on  Africa  and  profiles  of 
cartoonist  Doug  Marlette  (“Kudzu”)  and  of 
folk  artist  Howard  Finster.  Also  nominated 
was  “Heroes  of  Conscience,”  produced  by  the 
Faith  and  Values  Network  (formerly  VISN) 
and  Union  Theological  Seminary.  United 
Methodist  Communications  is  a  major  partici¬ 
pant  in  the  Faith  and  Values  Network. 


HUNGER  FAST:  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  is  supporting 
a  nationwide  “fast  for  hunger”  March  23-25  led 
by  Congressman  Tony  Hall  (D-Ohio)  to  join  in 
solidarity  with  the  world’s  hungry.  According 
to  Ginena  Dulley  Wills,  who  coordinates  UM- 
COR’s  hunger/poverty  network,  the  fast  is  in 
honor  of  some  4  million  senior  citizens  and  12 
million  children  “who  suffer  in  silence.” 


BLESSING  IN  DISGUISE:  A  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Pension  and  Health 
Benefits  official  says  last  year’s  ruling  of  UM- 
Care  as  unconstitutional  may  turn  out  to  be  a 
blessing  in  disguise.  Speaking  at  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist  Association  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries,  Donald  A. 
Smith,  senior  associate  general  secretary,  said 
the  demise  of  UMCare  was  a  blessing  because 
it  required  retooling  of  the  health  plan  to  meet 
needs  in  specific  regional  annual  conferences 
rather  than  offering  a  single  churchwide  plan. 
The  resulting  HealthFlex  plan  replaced  UM¬ 
Care  in  response  to  calls  from  annual  confer¬ 
ences  who  were  depending  on  UMCare  for 
their  health  benefits  packages  with  clergy  and 
lay  employees.  The  church’s  highest  court,  the 
Judicial  Council,  ruled  the  earlier  plan  uncon¬ 
stitutional. 


DEAR  MR.  PRESIDENT:  A  retired  United 
Methodist  missionary  has  written  President 
Clinton  requesting  a  strong  United  Nations  res¬ 
olution  condemning  the  Israeli  government. 
Mary  Sue  Robinson  of  Oxford,  Miss.,  former 
staff  executive  with  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Middle  East  office,  has  also 
called  for  sanctions  against  Israel  and  the  re¬ 
lease  of  all  Palestinian  political  prisoners  in 
that  country. 


SURGERY  RECOVERY:  South  Carolina 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Joseph  B.  Bethea, 

61,  is  recovering  from  what  doctors  hope  will  be 
the  final  medical  operation  related  to  a  Novem¬ 
ber  1992  knife  attack  against  him.  Hazel  Col- 
cock,  administrative  secretary  to  the  bishop, 
said  he  is  in  good  condition  at  a  Columbia 
hospital  and  is  expected  to  return  to  work  in 
six  weeks.  Doctors  have  requested  no  visitors, 
calls  or  flowers. 


The  United  Methodist 
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watch 


Leaders:  UM  seminary  takeovers  unlikely 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 


The  recent  firing  of  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  nation’s  largest  semi¬ 
nary  may  have  angered  many 
Southern  Baptists  but  it  was 
hardly  felt  in  most  United  Meth¬ 
odist  circles. 

That’s  the  assessment  of  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  1 3  United  Methodist- 
related  seminaries. 

The  Rev.  Russell  H.  Dilday,  63, 
was  fired  March  9  as  president  of 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
He  and  his  wife,  Betty,  were  told 
to  leave  the  on-campus  presiden¬ 
tial  home  immediately.  The  ouster 
vote  was  26-7. 

The  firing  was  widely  seen  as 
one  of  the  final  “plums”  for  the 
fundamentalist  takeover  of 
Southern  Baptist  agencies  and  in¬ 
stitutions. 

Although  officials  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
had  no  direct  comment  regarding 
Dr.  Dilday’s  dismissal,  they  said 
the  school’s  change  in  adminis- 


When  Russell  H.  Dilday  was 
fired  as  president  of  Southwestern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  he 
and  his  wife,  Betty,  were  told  to 
leave  the  on-campus  presidential 
home  immediately. 


tration  would  have  no  effect  on 
United  Methodist  students. 


Not  approved 

“The  school  has  not  been  on 
the  United  Methodist  approved 
seminary  list  since  1981,”  said 
the  Rev.  John  Hamish,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  board’s 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

“That’s  because  they  have  cho¬ 
sen  not  to  be  reviewed  by  the 
[United  Methodist]  University 
Senate.” 

Under  United  Methodist 
church  law,  approval  by  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  is  necessary  for  a 
school  to  be  considered  “related” 
to  the  denomination. 

Chief  executives  of  three  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  seminaries  agreed 
that  the  issue  of  academic  free¬ 
dom  versus  denominational  ac¬ 
countability,  an  issue  raised  in 
relation  to  several  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  schools,  is  not  a  big  issue 
within  United  Methodism. 

The  Rev.  Robin  Lovin,  dean  of 
the  Theological  School  at  Drew 
University  in  Madison,  N.J.,  said 
he  was  very  disappointed  upon 
learning  about  the  Dilday  dismissal. 

“Russell  Dilday  has  been  a  very 
faithful  steward  of  that  seminary,” 
said  Dr.  Lovin.  “It  was  unfortu¬ 
nate  that  the  trustees  did  not  rec¬ 
ognize  that  and  based  their  actions 
on  narrow  theological  issues.” 

“Certainly  the  seminaries  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  have  al¬ 


ways  been  seen  as  places  that  pro¬ 
vided  centers  of  learning,  reflection 
and  even  criticism  in  the  life  of  the 
church,”  Dr.  Lovin  continued. 

“However,  I  think  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  always  un¬ 
derstood  that  people  have  to 
have  a  certain  freedom  to  have 
that  function.  We  don’t  control 
our  seminaries  as  tightly  as  the 
Baptists  have  done.” 


Funding  essential 

Regarding  the  issue  of  account¬ 
ability  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  Dr.  Lovin  agreed  that 
none  of  the  13  seminaries  could 
operate  without  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  based  on  appor¬ 
tioned  denomination-wide  giving. 

“MEF  is  20  percent  of  our  to¬ 
tal  budget,”  Dr.  Lovin  contin¬ 
ued.  “But  it  isn’t  quite  as  simple 
as  people  saying,  ‘We  are  paying 
for  everything  a  seminary  does.' 

“I  am  concerned  about  what 
people  think  about  seminaries 
but  not  just  because  they  are  pay¬ 
ing  the  bill.  The  churches  are 
central  to  the  students  because 


they  are  where  the  students  come 
from  and  where  the  students  go 
after  graduation.” 

The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Edgar, 
president  of  the  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  Claremont  (Calif.),  told 
the  Reporter  that  United  Meth¬ 
odist  seminaries  have  fewer 
problems  concerning  academic 
freedom  than  Southern  Baptist 
seminaries  do  “because  we  are 
less  doctrinal.” 

"Most  United  Methodist  semi¬ 
naries  are  governed  by  boards  that 
understand  our  schools,”  he  said. 

“It’s  not  a  big  issue  for  us.  We 
hold  academic  freedom  very  high.” 

The  Rev.  Lovett  H.  Weems  Jr., 
president  of  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
noted  that  one  reason  academic 
freedom  is  not  a  problem  at 
United  Methodist  seminaries  is 
due  to  “a  proper  independence 
which  fosters  intellectual  free¬ 
dom  and  growth.” 

“But  our  seminaries  also  rec¬ 
ognize  that  there  can  be  proper 
accountability  within  that  frame¬ 
work,”  he  said. 


Churches  key  to 


agency  exec's 
' back  to  land '  plan 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 


Picture  this: 

Across  rural  America, 
churches,  schools  and  businesses 
are  closing.  Houses  and  fertile 
land  lie  deserted. 

Schools  that  remain  open  des¬ 
perately  need  more  children. 
Small  rural  churches  desperately 
need  more  members. 

In  cities  in  the  meantime, 
homeless,  jobless  or  underem¬ 
ployed  people  live  in  overcrowd¬ 
ed,  dangerous  conditions. 
Children  in  many  neighborhoods 
are  in  danger  of  getting  shot 
crossing  the  street. 

“The  problems  of  the  cities 
and  the  rural  communities  are 
related,”  says 
United  Meth¬ 
odist  laywoman 
Jo  Luck  Car- 


gile,  chief  exec-  i 
utive  of  Heifer 
Project  Interna¬ 
tional. 

“Many  of  the 


!o  Luck  Cargile 

urban  poor  came  from  the  coun¬ 
tryside  in  search  of  jobs  and  a 
better  life  they  never  found.” 


Relocating  families 

As  a  solution,  she  is  calling  on 
churches,  government  agencies 
and  charitable  organizations  to 
work  together  to  help  revitalize 
rural  America  by  relocating  vol¬ 
unteer  families  from  the  cities. 

Ms.  Cargile’s  proposal  envisions 
a  modem  version  of  the  home¬ 
steading  concept  that  originally 
settled  the  western  United  States. 
The  voluntary  back-to-the-land 
program  is  “an  idea  whose  time 
has  come,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Cargile  proposes  that 
through  such  organizations  as 


Heifer  Project  International, 
Habitat  for  Humanity,  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  and 
church  groups,  that  idea  can  be¬ 
come  a  reality. 

In  brief,  the  proposal  as  out¬ 
lined  to  Bob  Nash,  undersecre¬ 
tary  of  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  but  subject  to  revi¬ 
sion  suggests  that: 

■  A  consortium  of  private  and 
public  agencies  would  provide 
each  resettled  family  with  a 
home,  some  land  where  they 
could  grow  their  own  food  and 
perhaps  find  some  special  niche 
in  the  production  of  fruit,  ani¬ 
mals,  vegetables  etc.; 

■  If  necessary,  they  would  be 
given  practical  advice  on  rural  liv¬ 
ing,  gardening  and  keeping  of 
backyard  animals  such  as  chick¬ 
ens,  pigs  or  a  cow; 

■  The  families  would  continue 
to  receive  some  form  of  financial 
assistance  until  they  were  com¬ 
pletely  self-supporting; 

■  Heifer  Project  could  provide 
high  quality  animals  for  use  in  in¬ 
tegrated,  sustainable  agriculture 
that  is  environmentally  sound; 

■  Families  could  be  resettled 
in  small  groups  so  that  they  could 
support  each  other  during  the 
transition.  Rural  and  urban 
church  and  civic  groups  could  be 
involved  in  helping  identify  fam¬ 
ilies  to  be  resettled  and  also  iden¬ 
tify  families  who  could  “spon¬ 
sor”  those  entering  their  rural 
community. 


Many  small  country  churches  are  in  danger  of 
closing  their  doors  as  the  rural  population  con¬ 
tinues  to  decline  across  America.  At  the  same 
time,  cities  are  jammed  with  urban  poor  in  over¬ 
crowded,  dangerous  conditions.  Heifer  Project 
chief  executive  Jo  Luck  Cargile  proposes  a  pos¬ 
sible  solution  to  both  problems — and  needs  help 
from  church  members  to  make  it  happen  (see 
related  story  at  left). 


She  said  he  stopped,  wrote  his 
name  and  address  on  a  card  and 
said,  “My  family  will  be  the  first. 
We’ll  do  anything  anywhere  so 
we  can  breathe  fresh  air  and  see 


Tried  idea  out 

She  said  she  tried  the  home¬ 
steading  idea  out  on,  among  oth¬ 
ers,  a  New  York  cabbie  driving 
her  through  some  of  the  city’s 
worst  ghettos. 


grass.’ 

“Like  the  taxi  driver,”  Ms. 
Cargile  continued,  “others  are 
hungry  for  the  simpler  life  they 
see  only  on  television  or  in  the 
movies.” 

Ms.  Cargile  attends  Pulaski 
Heights  United  Methodist 


Church  in  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
home  city  to  Heifer  Project  Inter¬ 
national  headquarters.  She  de¬ 
scribes  herself  as  someone  who 
will  work  her  heart  out  for  things 
she  believes  in. 

“But  if  you  don’t  have  faith,” 
she  said,  “you  don’t  have  any¬ 
thing  inside  that  makes  you 
strong  enough  to  move  forward." 

Ms.  Cargile  said  she  hopes  to 
be  moving  forward  on  the  home- 
steading  plan  with  a  coalition  of 


like-minded  organizations  by 
early  1995. 

It  will  be  hard  work  and  risky, 
she  continued. 

"But  it’s  worth  the  risk,”  she 
said.  “We  need  to  explore  alter¬ 
natives  to  building  more  shelters, 
hiring  more  police  and  locking 
up  more  people.  We  have  to  offer 
people  an  alternative  that  can  re¬ 
build  their  self-esteem  and  nur¬ 
ture  basic  values  common  to 
rural  areas.” 


Need  HELP? 


Social-action  head  defends  board's  role  in  church 

Bv  IORFTTA  PI  JRnilF  Li oro  in  m  i  si  \  J ■ ■ . I  ® 


By  JORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 


Stop  spending  valuable 
time  on  the  phone! 


ALEXANDRIA,  Va.— United 
Methodism  is  a  “dysfunctional 
family”  experiencing  increasing  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  “maintaining  unity  in  the 
midst  of  diversity,’’  governing 
members  of  the  churchwide  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  were  told 


You  need  to  call  the  entire  choir, 
youth  group,  or  a  committee  with  a 
last  minute  change,  rehearsal 
reminder,  or...  well,  you  get  the  idea. 


Why  not  let  the  affordable  new 
PhoneTree®  notification  system  make 
all  those  calls  for  you? 


Contact  AGC,  your  church  software 
company  or  call  PCS  at  800-951-8733 
for  your  FREE  special  report  entitled 
‘Improving  Church  Communications”. 


PhoneTree  by  PCS 


Want  to  change  a  life? 

Want  to  change 
YOUR  LIFE?? 

Be  a  part  of  a  Christian  Teaching  Mission 
in 


UKRAINE 

June  20  to  July  18,  1994 


Make  a  difference  in  the  lives 
of  needy  children— 


THERE  IS  A  PLACE  FOR  YOU!! 


K.U.R.E.  FOUNDATION 

PO  Box  701948 
Tulsa,  OK  74170-1948 
Phone:  918-1919494 


kids  •  Ukraine  *  russia  *  eastern  curope 


here  in  mid-March. 

The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fas- 
sett,  the  agency’s  top  executive,  at¬ 
tributed  the  lack  of  unity  to  changes 
in  what  people  expect  of  the  church 
and  what  people  think  God  expects 
from  them  as  Christ’s  church. 

He  said  the  board’s  “credibility  is 
questioned  when  we  speak  on  soci¬ 
ety’s  issues  out  of  the  depths  of  the 
policy  positions  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

“We  have  been  told  that  we  have 
no  right  to  engage  in  the  criticism  of 
decisions  enacted  through  the  polit¬ 
ical  process  when,  in  fact,  we  are 
enjoined  so  to  do  by  the  very  man¬ 
dates  of  our  church  and  the  New 
Testament,"  Dr.  Fassett  said. 

“Our  position  on  maintaining  full 
reproductive  health  care  in  any  new 
national  health-care  policy  has  been 
used  to  falsely  accuse  the  church  of 
supporting  abortion,”  he  added. 


See  additional  stories  on  the  re¬ 
cent  meeting  of  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  on  Page  4. 


Published  letters  and  editorials 
have  held  the  board’s  Christian  so¬ 
cial-action  initiatives  responsible 
for  a  decline  in  church  membership, 
he  said.  But  such  loss  could  be  “the 
result  of  our  church’s  inability  to 
maintain  a  prophetic  ministry  with 
a  clear  and  visible  mission,”  Dr. 
Fassett  countered. 


streets,  “did  not  advocate  privatis- 
tic  piety,”  Dr.  Fassett  declared. 

"Ultimately  the  church  must  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  no  discussion  of  po¬ 
litical  hopes  and  no  commitment  to 
social  change  can  occur  without 
conflict,”  within  the  church  and  be¬ 
tween  the  church  and  other  social 
groups,  he  warned. 


Dr.  Fassett  said  the  board  is  per¬ 
haps  one  of  “the  most  highly  regu¬ 
lated,  most  thoroughly  accountable, 
most  credible  and  most  visible  of  all 
the  church’s  program  boards.” 


'Must  be  included' 

The  board  must  be  included  in 
discussions  about  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  future,  he  continued,  not  to 
preserve  its  structure  but  to  contin¬ 
ue  the  “Christian/Wesleyan  im¬ 
pulse  to  live  out  justice  ministries.” 

One  conflict  in  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  today,  Dr.  Fassett 
said,  is  related  to  confusion  over  the 
Wesleyan  tradition  of  scriptural  ho¬ 
liness. 

John  Wesley,  Methodism’s 
founder,  who  preached  in  the 


Mandate  'revolutionary' 

Citing  the  denomination’s  Book 
of  Discipline,  where  the  board’s 
purpose  and  responsibilities  are  de¬ 
fined,  Dr.  Fassett  said  the  mandate 
is  “disturbing,  revolutionary.” 

But,  he  said,  it  is  also  “the  very 
substance  of  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  empowering  us  to  share 
God’s  gracious  love  ...  in  order  to 
honor  life  and  heighten  human  dig¬ 
nity,  love,  justice  and  freedom.” 

Terming  the  church  “an  arena  for 
moral  reflection  on  the  way  secular 
society  operates,”  Dr.  Fassett  said 
the  board  takes  great  pains  to  in¬ 
form  communities  of  conscience  of 
the  startling  and  disturbing  condi¬ 
tions  faced  by  the  world. 


Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett 


...  says  membership  loss  could  be 
"result  of  church's  inability  to  maintain 
a  prophetic  ministry" 


MARCH  25,  1994 


4 _ 

The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith  at  work 


Faith 

.connections 

AFRICAN  SYMPOSIUM:  African 

women  from  eight  nations  will  explore  the  in¬ 
creasing  role  of  higher  education  in  their  lives 
during  two  events  in  late  April.  At  least  100 
women  are  expected  to  attend  a  symposium  on 
African  women  and  higher  education  April  21- 
22  on  the  campus  of  United  Methodism’s  Afri¬ 
ca  University  in  Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe.  That 
event,  and  the  third  quadrennial  gathering  of 
African  United  Methodist  clergywomen,  will 
coincide  with  the  university’s  formal  opening 
and  inauguration  ceremonies  April  22-24.  The 
conferences  are  sponsored  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  Women’s  Division 
and  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  respectively. 

'CHRISTY'  TO  DEBUT:  Producer  Ken 
Wales,  a  United  Methodist  layman,  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  world  pre¬ 
miere  of  the  movie  version 
of  "Christy,”  based  on  the 
best-selling  novel  by  Cath¬ 
erine  Marshall,  will  air  at  8 
p.m.  (Eastern  Time)  April  3 
(Easter  Sunday)  on  CBS 
immediately  following 
“Sixty  Minutes.”  Seven 
episodes  will  follow  on 
Thursday  evenings.  The  movie  stars  Kellie 
Martin  and  Tyne  Daly. 


Ken  Wales 


Bishop: 

Crimea 

By  JORETTA  PURDUE 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

ALEXANDRIA,  Va.— United 
Methodist  Bishop  Ruediger  R. 
Minor  of  Moscow  found  recent 
conditions  in  the  Crimea  much 
worse  than  last  summer,  he  re¬ 
ported  recently. 

Some  problems  of  residents  of 
the  peninsula  in  southern 
Ukraine  are  the  heritage  of  the 
former  Soviet  system  and  some 
are  new,  he  remarked  during  a 
meeting  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

Less  than  a  week  earlier,  the 
bishop  and  his  wife  had  returned 
to  Moscow  from  Sevastopol  and 
Kerch,  Black  Sea  port  cities. 
Their  pastoral  visit  to  two  strug¬ 
gling  congregations  of  ethnic 
Russians  had  necessitated  a  28- 
to  30-hour  train  ride. 

“Because  of  tensions  with  Rus¬ 
sia  and  lack  of  some  resources  in 
Ukraine,  people  have  been  living 
without  heat”  this  winter.  Bishop 


Conditions  in 
growing  worse 


Minor  said.  “Inflation  is  much 
higher  there  than  in  Russia.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Sevastopol,  historic  home  port 
for  the  Soviet  Navy  and  “a  major 
focal  point  for  present  tensions,” 
is  “a  group  of  young  families  that 
come  together  to  help  each  other 
find  orientation  for  their  own  lives 
and  provide  a  more  holistic  educa¬ 
tion  for  their  children,”  he  said. 

“We  were  struck  by  how  many 
were  unemployed,”  Bishop  Mi¬ 
nor  said,  explaining  that  industry 
has  shut  down.  Sometimes  peo¬ 
ple  had  worked  for  months  with¬ 
out  being  paid,  he  added. 

Despite  problems,  Sevastopol 
church  members  look  for  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  serve  their  city  and 
their  society,  he  said. 

With  assistance  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  (UMCOR)  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Germany, 
the  Sevastopol  congregation 
works  with  other  area  churches 
to  provide  one  hot  meal  a  day  for 


destitute  Russian  pensioners. 

The  congregation  is  also  ex¬ 
ploring  work  with  children,  as  so¬ 
cial  services  in  the  country  have 
fallen  apart,  Bishop  Minor  re¬ 
ported. 

“The  government  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  everything;  now  it’s  im¬ 
portant  for  groups  and  indivi¬ 
duals  to  try  to  get  some  motiva¬ 
tion”  by  identifying  and  address¬ 
ing  their  own  needs  with  support 
from  the  rest  of  the  church,  he 
stressed. 

The  congregation  in  Kerch,  an 
intergenerational  group,  came  into 
contact  with  Christianity  very  re¬ 
cently,  unlike  those  in  under¬ 
ground  churches.  Members  are 
exploring  the  Christian  faith  as  a 
source  of  strength  and  hope  in  a 
time  when  the  economic  situation 
is  hopeless,  Bishop  Minor  said. 

Two  other  United  Methodist 
congregations  are  in  the  western 
part  of  Ukraine  about  1,200  miles 
from  Sevastopol  and  Kerch. 


Harvest  of  labels 
leads  the  nation 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodist  Red  Bird 
Mission  School  of  Beverly,  Ky., 
leads  the  nation  in  the  number 
of  food  labels  redeemed,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Campbell’s  Soup 
Co. — enough  to  obtain  seven 
vans  in  seven  years. 

During  1993  the  school, 
with  332  students  in  grades  K- 
12,  exchanged  more  than  2 
million  labels  for  226  items  in¬ 
cluding  a  refrigerator,  a  cam¬ 
corder,  electric  ranges,  sewing 
machines  and  a  multitude  of 
teaching  aids. 

The  mission  school  is  an 
agency  of  the  denomination’s 
Red  Bird  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ence. 

United  Methodist  Women 
across  the  United  States  are 
“the  strength  of  our  label  collec¬ 
tion,”  avowed  the  Rev.  Joseph 
C.  Evers,  interim  director  of  the 
mission  and  medical  center. 

Participation  in  Campbell’s 


In  1993,  Red  Bird 
Mission  exchanged 
more  than  2  million 
labels  for  226  items. 


Labels  for  Education  program 
helps  students  learn  that  they 
are  part  of  a  giving  organiza¬ 
tion,  he  said. 

“The  United  Methodist 
Church  cares  about  this  area 
and  its  kids,”  he  added. 

Although  the  school  is  locat¬ 
ed  in  the  congressional  district 
with  the  highest  school-drop¬ 
out  rate  in  the  country,  Mr. 
Evers  said,  18  of  the  25  se¬ 
niors  entered  college  this  year. 

The  bounty  of  labels  also 
helps  other  programs  of  the 
Red  Bird  Conference.  One  of 
these,  Henderson  Settlement, 
has  received  two  vans  and  oth¬ 
er  needed  equipment. 


SEXUAL  MISCONDUCT:  a  May  10 

nationwide  video  teleconference  on  sexual  mis¬ 
conduct  by  church  leaders  will  focus  on  preven¬ 
tion  and  healing.  The  teleconference  on 
"Healing  Broken  Lives  and  Communities”  is 
“geared  for  laity  as  well  as  clergy,”  said  Cece¬ 
lia  Long  of  Evanston,  Ill.,  an  executive  with 
the  denomination’s  General  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women.  The  confer¬ 
ence  will  run  1 1:30  a.m.-5:30  p.m.  (Eastern 
Time).  Participants  at  downlink  sites  will  be 
able  to  call  in  questions  during  the  event. 

NOMINATED:  The  Rev.  Robin  W.  Lovin 
has  been  unanimously  recommended  as  the  next 
dean  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University.  Dr.  Lovin  is  dean 
and  professor  of  ethics  and  society  at  the 
Theological  School  at  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  Drew  University  in  Madison,  N.J. 

TRAVELING  EXHIBIT:  The  debut  of  an 

innovative  traveling  exhibit  on  the  brain  and 
four  mental  disorders  provided  an  opportunity 
recently  for  two  United  Methodist  executives 
to  highlight  agency  work  to  develop  a  network 
focusing  on  mental  illness.  The  Rev.  Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett  of  the  denomination’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  the 
Rev.  Charles  Carnahan  of  the  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Department  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  spoke  at  the  debut  of  “The 
Brain  Matters,”  a  multimedia  exhibit  aimed  at 
faith  groups.  The  agencies  are  developing  a 
network  of  resources  to  help  churches  minister 
to  those  with  mental  illness,  their  families  and 
their  communities. 


Israel  school  features  reconciliation 

IBILLIN,  Israel — With  the  Mediterranean  Sea  in  the  background, 
the  1994  World  Methodist  Peace  Award  winner  Father  Elias  Cha- 
cour,  54,  gazes  across  the  Galilean  hills  from  the  balcony  of  the 
school  he  started  in  1981  for  Palestinian  Christian,  Moslem  and  Is¬ 
raeli  Jewish  children. 

Upper  right,  the  first  Palestinian  to  win  the  award  given  by  the 
World  Methodist  Council  paused  to  shake  hands  with  a  student 
while  showing  visitors  around  the  campus. 

Lower  left,  one  campus  feature  is  a  mosaic  wall  bearing  the  fa¬ 
miliar  Christian  loaf-and-fishes  symbol. 

Lower  right,  the  school's  1,500  students  assemble  in  a  courtyard 
between  classroom  and  administration  buildings.  Classical  music  is 
broadcast  along  with  school  announcements. 


CLASSIFIED_ 1 

RATES:  S 1  -35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20  words. 
Blind  ads  S20.00  plus  Si 0.80  for  the  8  words  to  insert 
our  contact  information.  Cash  must  accompany  or¬ 
der  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 
approved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR/MINISTER  for  1 

1 800  +  members.  Excellent  facilities  located  in  col¬ 
lege  town.  Experienced  person,  leadership,  organized, 
strong  faith,  love  for  young  people.  Please  contact: 
Search  Committee,  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church.  1000  West  Woodward  Ave.,  Ruston,  LA 

YOUTH  PASTOR  TOR  A  LARGE  evangelical 

71270.  Call:  (318)  251-0750. 

United  Methodist  Church  in  South  Florida.  Must 
have  an  authentic  spiritual  life  with  a  passion  to 
reach  youth  for  Jesus  Christ.  Must  be  willing  to  em¬ 
power’  enable  and  train  laypersons  to  do  ministry. 
Must  be  a  team  player  on  a  large  staff.  Salary  based 
on  experience.  Send  resume  and  other  pertinent  in¬ 
formation  to:  Rev.  Jorge  Acevedo,  Christ  Church, 
4845  Northeast  25th  Avenue.  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL 
33308. 

WALNUT  HILL  UNITED  METHODIST  Church, 
10066  Marsh  Lane,  Dallas,  TX  75229,  seeking  part- 
time  Music  Director.  Primary  responsibility  for  di¬ 
recting  chancel  choir.  Degree  in  music,  choral 
conducting  training  and  experience,  effective  organi¬ 
zational  and  leadership  skills,  and  interest  in  present¬ 
ing  broad  diversity  of  music  required.  Send  resume 
to  church  address,  attention:  Search  Committee. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  ADULT 
Ministries.  Seeking  a  full-time  director  for  ongoing 
program  in  a  suburban  church  of  2000  members. 
Contact  Fust  United  Methodist  Church,  1903  East 
Euclid,  Arlington  Heights,  IL  60004.  (708)  255-51 12. 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Education 
and  Youth  for  800-member  church.  Experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resumes  to:  Rev.  Jim 
Karin  on.  Crievewood  United  Methodist  Church,  451 
Hogan  Road,  Nashville,  TN  37220. 

HIGHLAND  PARK  UNITED  METHODIST 

Church,  3300  Mockingbird  Lane,  Dallas,  TX  75205. 
(214)  521-31 1 1.  Full-time  Director  of  Music  Minis¬ 
tries  for  10,000+  member  church.  Three  Sunday 
morning  services.  Breadth  and  diversity  of  experience 
with  graded  choral  and  handbell  choirs,  choral  con¬ 
ducting  training,  conducting  experience,  strong  ad¬ 
ministrative  skills  and  experience  in  working  with 
multiple  staff  required.  Opportunity  to  develop  a  new 
music  ministry  Send  application  and  resume  by 
April  11.  1994  to  Dr.  Leighton  Farrell  at  the  church 
address. 

churches,  minor  maintenance,  set  up  meetings.  De¬ 
pendable.  Rides  bus.  Salary  open.  James  Wilson. 
4315  Woodhead.  Apt.  7,  Houston,  TX  77098.  (713) 
222-6843. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CQMM  UNICATIONS:  Responsi¬ 
ble  for  initiating  and  carrying  out  a  comprehensive, 
intentional,  and  creative  program  of  internal  and  ex¬ 
ternal  communications  required  of  a  2600-member 
church,  which  desires  to  be  a  vital  presence  in  the 
community  and  in  the  lives  of  its  members.  Qualities, 
skills,  and  experience  needed:  Excellent  writing  and 
editing  gifts,  knowledge  of  printing  and  desktop  pub¬ 
lishing.  layout  and  design,  organization  and  manage¬ 
ment  ability,  awareness  of  print  and  broadcast 
resources,  initiative,  creativity,  tactfulness,  collegial 
approach  to  ministry.  Knowledge  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  structure  preferred.  Send  resumes  to:  Rick 
Isbell.  Minister  of  Program,  Church  Street  United 
Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  1303,  Knoxville,  TN 
37901.  Applications  will  be  accepted  until  May  1, 

1 994  or  until  position  is  filled. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 

Ministries  and/or  full-time  Director  of  Youth/Chil¬ 
dren's  Ministries.  Salary/benefits  commensurate  with 
education  and  experience.  Seeking  lay  or  clergy  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Send  resume 
and/or  request  for  job  description  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  1 126,  Atlanta,  TX 
75551  or  call  (903)  796^247.  Attention;  Rev.  Tom¬ 
my  Lyles. 

GROWING  1000- MEMBER  CHURCH  HAS  open¬ 

ings  in  youth  and  children’s  ministry,  evangelism, 
and  Christian  education.  Strong  support  from  deeply 
committed,  visionary  congregation.  Full-time  or  part- 
ume.  Send  resumes  to  Dr.  Jamie  Jenkins,  Aldersgate 
United  Methodist  Church,  3185  Wheeler  Rd.,  Au- 
gusta,  GA  30909. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  AND  FAMILY  Min¬ 
istries.  Full-time.  3800-member  church.  Experience 
preferred.  Salary/benefits  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Submit  resume  (with  salary  history  and  refer¬ 
ences)  to:  Rev.  Charlene  Zuill,  First  United  Church, 
2111  Camino  dd  Rio  South.  San  Diego,  CA  92108. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES,  growing 
church  in  one  of  fastest-growing  areas  of  Texas,  at  the 
north  of  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Airport.  Full-time  posi¬ 
tion  with  energetic  staff.  Send  resume  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  422  Church  Street,  Grapevine. 
TX  76051.  attn:  Dr.  Tun  Walker.  Fax:  (817)  421- 
6373. 

Jacksonville,  FL  is  seeking  an  Associate  Pastor  for  re¬ 
sponsibilities  in  evangelism  and  pastoral  care.  1 100- 
member  church;  excellent  salary,  bousing  benefits; 
active  program,  many  young  families.  Contact:  Rev. 
Robert  Bruce,  Ortega  UMC.  4807  Roosevelt  Blvd., 
Jacksonville,  FL  32210.  Phone:  (904)  389-5556.  Fax: 
(904)  389-2874. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  position  avail¬ 

able  immediately.  2100-member  church  located  in 
growing  community.  Salary  negotiable  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Position  will  be  filled  by  beginning  of  June. 
(713)  487-8787.  Fust  UMC  1062  Fairmont  Park¬ 
way.  Pasadena,  TX  77504. 

FULDTIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE,  Director  of 
Programming/Youth,  1 300  +  church  near  UM-relat- 
ed  university.  Desire  3-5  years  Christian  education 
experience  for  expanding/dcveloping  programming/ 
youth  ministry.  Resume  before  Apnl  15:  Rev.  Bob 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Music 
Ministries  for  suburban  congregation  of  1200.  All  age 
level  choirs,  handbells.  Salary  $27,500  including  in¬ 
surance.  Send  resumes  to:  Rev.  Earnest  Walt,  Fust 
UMC,  300  N.  Galloway.  Mesquite,  TX  75149. 

79605.  (915)672-7893. 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Music 
Ministries  who  can  provide  musical  and  spiritual 
leadership  for  an  active  1 300-member  congregation. 

EXCEPTIONAL  GROUP  OF  TEENAGERS  in 
America's  10th  largest  city  seeking  dynamic  Youth 
Director  who  has  a  love  for  Christ  and  a  heart  for 
teens.  Colonial  Hills,  led  by  a  visionary  team,  offers 
contemporary  worship  and  a  highly  developed  lay 
ministry.  Mail  or  fax  your  story  to  the  search  team, 
Shirley  Hill  and  Harry  Stoorza,  Colonial  Hills  UMC, 
5247  Vance  Jackson,  San  Antonio,  TX  78230.  (210) 
342-7592. 

music  program.  Salary,  negotiable  to  high  S30's.  Send 
resume,  tape,  and  references  to:  Search  Committee. 
Western  Hills  United  Methodist  Church,  524  Th un¬ 
derbird,  El  Paso.  TX  7991 2.  (915)  584-2133. 

BRANSON/EUREKA  SPRINGS  May  5-9.  Six 
shows,  8  meals,  accommodations,  transportation, 

S  395.00  double.  Ellen  Lcevy.  10443  Heather  Lane. 
Dallas.  TX  75229.  (2 1 4)  352-7960  (after  6:00). 

Church  agency  endorses  health-care  reform 


By  JORETTA  PURDUE 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

ALEXANDRIA,  Va.— The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  social-action 
agency  recently  endorsed  a  health¬ 
care  reform  effort  and  authorized 
staff  to  act  on  crime  bills. 

Governing  members  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Church  and  Society  en¬ 
dorsed  the  Single  Payer  Across  the 
Nation  (SPAN)  health-plan  effort. 

SPAN  seeks  a  state-level  adminis¬ 
tered  system,  retaining  private  phy¬ 
sicians  and  hospitals  but  replacing 
“  1 ,500  private  insurers  with  a  single 
publicly  accountable  insurance 
fund.” 

The  board  authorized  staff  to  en¬ 
dorse  crime  bills  in  keeping  with  the 
denomination’s  Book  of  Discipline 
and  Book  of  Resolutions  and  with 
previously  expressed  positions  of 
the  board  and  to  oppose  bills  not  in 
keeping  with  those  stances. 

Mental-illness  network  needed 

In  other  action,  the  board  asked 
the  church’s  Council  of  Bishops  for 
support  in  developing  a  mental-ill¬ 
ness  network  sought  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  top  legislative  body. 

Other  health-related  actions  in¬ 
cluded  adopting  a  resolution  urging 
the  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
to  reconsider  its  approval  of  the  sale 
of  milk  from  cows  that  have  re¬ 
ceived  a  bovine-growth  hormone. 

Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  of  San  Mateo, 
Calif.,  president  of  the  Interreli¬ 
gious  Health  Care  Access  Cam¬ 
paign,  told  Church  and  Society 
board  members  and  staff  that  uni¬ 
versal  health  care  is  not  a  market  is¬ 
sue  but  a  justice  issue. 

“This  nation  cannot  afford  not  to 
have  comprehensive  health  care,” 
she  asserted. 

“We  have  a  commitment  as  people 


of  faith  to  the  care  of  all  people,” 
Bishop  Kelly  said, 
adding  that  the 
campaign  she 
heads  seeks  a  sim¬ 
ple,  easily  under¬ 
standable  plan 
without  the  inequi¬ 
ty  of  tiers. 

Speaker  at  the 
opening  worship 
service  was  the  Rev.  Margaret  Hodg¬ 
es,  chaplain  at  Gallaudet  University 
in  Washington,  a  school  specializing  ’ 
in  educating  the  hearing  impaired. 

She  urged  churches  to  push  for 
sign-language  interpreters  in 
churches,  hospitals,  legal  offices  and 
other  facilities. 

Observe  World  AIDS  Day 

The  board  called  on  the  church  to 
observe  World  AIDS  Day  Dec.  1; 
the  25th  anniversary  of  Earth  Day, 
April  22,  1995,  with  the  inclusion 
of  environmental  racism  and  class- 
ism  issues;  and  Earth  Sunday,  April 
23,  1995. 

t— One  theme  for  Earth  Week  in 
1995  is  to  focus  on  how  each  con¬ 
gregation  can  become  a  sustainable 
community,  “living  in  an  economi¬ 
cally  and  ecologically  sound  way 
that  preserves  the  future  of  life  on 
the  planet,”  according  to  further 
board  action. 

The  board  endorsed  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  hearings  on 
racism  to  be  held  throughout  the 
United  States  during  the  next  year, 
affirmed  the  U.N.  Declaration  on 
the  Elimination  of  All  Forms  of  Ra¬ 
cial  Discrimination  and  called  on 
the  U.S.  government  to  ratify  this 
declaration. 

Focusing  on  the  international 
scene,  the  board  adopted  resolutions 
calling  for  prayer  vigils  during  the 
upcoming  elections  in  El  Salvador 


and  South  Africa,  a  restoration  of 
rights  for  the  people  of  Haiti,  and  the 
protection  of  human  rights  of  Chi¬ 
nese  refugees  in  U.S.  prisons. 

In  other  actions,  the  board  af¬ 
firmed  the  “Call  for  Fair  Employ¬ 
ment  and  Investment  in  Northern 
Ireland”  and  began  reviewing  mate¬ 
rials  for  General  Conference  con¬ 


sideration  in  1996. 

Church  and  Society  directors  also 
authorized  planning  for  the  United 
Methodist  Building’s  75th  anniver¬ 
sary  and  asked  trustees  to  continue 
looking  into  environmentally  sound 
options  in  maintaining  or  replacing 
the  building’s  aging  systems  and  in¬ 
terior. 
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WHAT  CAN  YOU  DO  TO  HELP?  Hundreds  of  youngsters  like  these  are  crying 
out  for  help  every  day.  There  is  no  hope  for  them  unless  you  respond  with  a 
loving  heart. 

Wouldn't  you  like  to  be  a  blessing  to  a  child  by  becoming  a  sponsor?  Your  tax- 
deductible  donation  of  $15  per  month  provides  the  child  with  food  for  body  and 
spirit  and  an  education.  WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC.  will  send  "your”  child’s 
name,  address,  picture  and  life  history  to  you.  You  can  write  to  the  child,  if  you 
wish.  WCI  is  a  Christian,  non-profit  organization  founded  by  a  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  in  1965.  WCI  is  U.S.  government  approved  and  is  listed  with  the  National 
Charities  Information  Bureau. 

88%  of  all  funds  received  were  sent  overseas  in  1993.  We  ll  send  you  a 
copy  of  the  WCI  audit. 

Sunday  School  classes,  church  groups,  families  and  individuals  sponsor 
children.  Sponsorship  means  life  to  a  destitute  youngster  overseas. 

A  CHILD  CRIES  OUT  FOR  HELP.  WHAT  ARE  YOU  GOING  TO  DO? 
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□  Send  Information  on  WCI's  Sponsorship 
program. 

or: 

□  Yes,  I  wish  lo  sponsor  a  child. 

□  I  prefer  a  child  In _ 


a.  Carol  Ivey,  Director 
P.O.  Box  2979 
Winter  Haven,  FL  33880 
(813)  293-0774 


□  Enclosed  Is  payment  tor: 

llrst  month  (S15) _ _ 

lu«  year  ($180) _ 

Name _ 


City. 


zip 


Leontine  Kelly 
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insights  on  urban  crisis 
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Church  expresses  children's 
dreams  on  new  peace  poster 


By  W.  MATT  TOMLIN 

In  his  latest  of  many  books, 
“Using  God’s  Resources  Wisely, 
Isaiah  and  Urban  Possibility,” 
Walter  Brueggeman,  an  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  scholar  and  professor, 
gives  a  fresh,  simple  yet  pro¬ 
found  insight  into  a  hope  and 
faith  for  urban  possibilities. 

He  assumes  and  asserts  a  link¬ 
age  between  our  social-environ¬ 
mental  crises  and  the  book  of 
Isaiah. 

In  six  studies,  originally  given 
as  lectures.  Dr.  Brueggeman  ap¬ 
proaches  his  subject  from  the 
viewpoint  of  the  history  of  the 
city  of  Jerusalem. 

As  time  progressed,  Jerusalem 
lost  its  sense  of  covenantal  neigh¬ 
borliness,  which  resulted  in  so- 
cio-environmental  crises. 


Is  your  PC 
King  James 
or  NRSV? 


Review 


" Using  Cod's  Resources 
Wisely,  Isaiah  and  Urban  Possi¬ 
bility"  by  Walter  Brueggeman 
(Louisville:  Westminster/)ohn 
Knox  Press,  1993). 


AKRON,  Pa.— “i  want  to  live  when 
i  get  BIG.  Violence  destroys  the 
dreams  of  children.  Let’s  spread  peace 
for  the  next  generation!” 

This  text  is  featured  on  Mennonite 
Central  Committee’s  newest  peace 
poster. 

The  poster  depicts  children  express¬ 
ing  wishes  for  the  future. 

The  children  are  printed  in  red, 
blue,  yellow  and  green  “because  chil¬ 
dren  identify  strongly  with  rainbow 
colors,”  says  Ron  Tinsley,  the  Menno¬ 
nite  graphic  artist  who  designed  the 
poster. 

“The  rainbow  is  also  a  biblical  sym¬ 
bol  of  hope,”  he  adds. 

The  children’s  dreams  are  placed 
around  them  like  rays  of  sunshine,  in 
contrast  with  the  poster’s  gray  back¬ 
ground  suggestive  of  the  tension  and 
conflict  prevalent  in  the  world  of  to¬ 
day’s  children. 

The  poster  caught  the  attention  of 
Michio  Ohno,  secretary  of  the  Japan 
Mennonite  Emergency  Relief  Com¬ 
mittee. 

He  sent  copies  of  it  to  all  Menno¬ 
nite,  Mennonite  Brethren  and  Breth¬ 
ren  in  Christ  churches  in  Japan  along 
with  a  Japanese  translation  of  the  text 
that  can  be  attached  to  the  poster. 

Ed  Epp,  Mennonite  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  secretary  for  Middle  East  pro¬ 
grams,  wrote  the  text. 

The  1 1  by  1 7  inch  poster  is  available 
at  no  charge  from  the  Mennonite  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee,  P.O.  Box  500,  Akron, 
PA  17501-0500,  phone  (717)  859-1  151. 


By  ADON  TAFT 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  most  frequent  use  of  com¬ 
puters  in  a  religious  context  is  for 
personal  Bible  study,  with  about 
250,000  Bible  study  programs  sold 
last  year  and  expected  to  double 
this  year,  says  John  Bryant,  mar¬ 
keting  manager  for  Biblesoft. 

Such  programs  cost  between 
$70  and  $250;  with  add-ons,  the 
price  can  go  as  high  as  $500. 

And  the  New  York-based 
American  Bible  Society  soon  will 
market  a  CD-read-only-memory 


cio-environmen-tal  crises  of  to¬ 
day. 

But  a  careful  reading  of  this  ex¬ 
cellent  little  resource  belies  that 
first  impression.  There  is  a  close 
parallel  to  Jerusalem  of  Isaiah’s 
day  and  the  crises  of  contempo¬ 
rary  society. 

Isaiah's  poems 

The  author  very  ably  and  suc¬ 
cinctly  relates  the  city  of  Jerusa¬ 
lem  through  Isaiah’s  poems  to 
the  socio-environmental  crises  of 
today. 

His  treatment  of  the  various 
passages  from  the  great  Jerusa¬ 
lem  prophet  tells  us  of  the  renew- 
ing  of  a  concept  of  God’s 
awareness  and  leadership  bring¬ 
ing  the  city  back  to  self-giving  in¬ 
terest  in  others.  It  is  a  turn  from 
self  interest  to  self  denial. 

Dr.  Bruggemann’s  text  points 
out  that  our  management  of 
God’s  resources  must  have  our 
resolve  to  manage  well.  This  is 
God’s  will  for  us.  Even  though 
God’s  own  self  will  certainly  re¬ 
order  and  remanage,  we  replicate 
God’s  own  initiative  when  we 
manage  well. 

Anyone  who  wishes  to  gain  in¬ 
sight  into  God’s  plan  for  reliev¬ 
ing  the  urban  and 
socio-environmental  crises  of  to¬ 
day  would  do  well  to  study  this 
book  carefully. 

Dr.  Brueggeman  writes  in  a 
style  that  is  more  oral  than  writ¬ 
ten,  thus  making  the  book  easier 
to  read,  easy  to  follow  and  easy 
to  understand.  ! 


Three  parts 

The  book  is  divided  into  three 
parts.  It  speaks  of  Jerusalem  and 
talks  about  its  failure,  demise 
and  future  prospect.  In  so  doing 
the  author  discovers  some  alarm¬ 
ing  parallels  with  present-day  so¬ 
ciety’s  urban  crises.  He  then 
offers  to  us  a  demanding  but 
hopeful  challenge  to  faith. 

First  he  explores  the  theme  of 
human  beings  trying  to  manage 
without  God.  He  speaks  elo¬ 
quently  of  a  need  for  renewal, 
specifically  to  recover  serving  the 
needs  of  others. 

There  must  be  a  movement 
from  self-serving  to  genuine  self¬ 
giving,  says  Dr.  Brueggemann. 
The  future  hangs  not  on  vested 
self  interest  but  on  giving  “a  slice 
of  bread,  a  welcoming  bed,  a 
shared  coat,”  in  his  words. 


color  version  including  religious 
music  and  art,  maps,  graphs,  en¬ 
cyclopedic  histories  of  biblical 
nations  and  their  cultures,  the 
writings  of  Josephus  and  the  ap¬ 
ostolic  fathers,  Bible  translations, 
and  reference  helps. 

The  floppy  disks,  which  can  re¬ 
place  two  or  three  shelves  of  books, 
will  cost  in  the  range  of  $350  each 
and  up — maybe  way  up. 

The  society  already  has  out  an 
MTV-like  video  “translation”  of 
Mark  5:1-20  for  young  people. 


The  9  1/2-minute  tape  incorpo¬ 
rates  the  reading  of  text  with  ac¬ 
tion  by  a  cast  telling  the  story  of 
the  healing  of  the  demon-pos¬ 
sessed  man.  It  is  set  to  contempo¬ 
rary  music  with  graphics  and 
special  effects. 

Studies  once  a  week 

For  people  like  Richard  R.  Mc¬ 
Cormack,  an  aviation  and  ma¬ 
rine  lawyer  from  Miami, 
developments  in  electronics  help 
with  a  better  understanding  of 
the  message  of  the  Bible. 

He  likes  to  spend  at  least  one 
evening  weekly  with  “PC  Study 


This  poster  produced  by  the 
Mennonite  church  features  kids 
and  their  hopes  for  the 
future — "i  want  to  live  when  i 
get  BIG  .  . ." 


PHOTO  8Y  LORIN  BEIDLER 


Bible,  Reference  Library  Edi¬ 
tion,”  a  computer  program  pro¬ 
duced  by  Seattle-based  Biblesoft. 
The  exercise  “helps  my  own  spir¬ 
itual  growth,”  he  said,  and  pre¬ 
pares  the  member  of  St.  Richard 
Catholic  parish  to  participate  in 
a  Bible  study  group. 

Such  computer  programs  may 
include  the  Bible  in  the  original 
languages,  as  many  as  six  English 
versions,  translations  in  Spanish 
and  German,  commentaries,  a 
concordance,  a  Bible  dictionary 


Protest  shuts  down  border  crossing 
for  some  lumber  and  a  Bible  study 


By  IRVING  L.  SMITH 

Traffic  on  the  Rio  Grande  bridge 
was  stalled  for  nearly  two  hours.  Cars 
and  trucks  were  backed  up  for  more 
than  two  miles.  Mexican 


the  border  for  two  days,  but  this 
year  we  were  told  it  was  absolutely 
impossible  to  get  the  lumber  across 
without  paying  a  38  percent  tax. 

Ms.  Claire  had  never  paid  the  tax. 
Since  we  were  paying  $2,000  for  the 
lumber  and  also  providing  the  labor 
we  felt  it  was  not  right  to  have  to 
pay  the  tax.  After  all  we  were  help¬ 
ing  the  Mexican  people. 

Our  plan  was  to  build  the  three 
houses  and  conduct  a  Bible  school 
for  the  children.  Last  year  we  had 
15  children  the  first  day  and  over 
100  the  fourth  day! 

Ms.  Claire  knew  a  very  influential 
young  lady  in  Rio  Bravo, i30  miles 
south  of  Progresso,  so  we  went  to 
see  her.  She  heads  the  region’s  De¬ 
partment  of  Human  Welfare.  A 
young,  attractive,  bright  person,  she 
assured  us  that  we  would  get  the 
lumber  across  the  river. 

That  night  Ms.  Claire  called  at  9 
asking  us  to  take  her  to  Mexico.  Our 
team  leader  and  I  took  her  to  the  bor¬ 
der  and  there  met  the  mayor,  chief  of 
police,  a  senator  and  an  attorney  who 
escorted  us  to  the  police  station. 

Before  long  the  young  woman 
from  Rio  Bravo,  her  husband  and  a 
friend  joined  us— 14  of  us  standing 
in  a  small  room  listening  to  an  in¬ 
tense  discussion  in  Spanish. 

We  finally  decided  to  go  at  10 


people,  so  nine  of  us  boarded  a  van, 
the  weight  causing  the  tires  to 
squeal  as  we  made  our  way  through 
extremely  rough  and  muddy  streets 
to  the  slums. 

Led  by  the  fiery  young  woman, 
the  people  were  awakened  and 
asked  to  meet  us  at  the  bridge  the 
next  morning  at  7:45. 

But  the  next  morning  when  our 
team  of  22  took  Ms.  Claire  to  the 
bridge  there  were  only  a  half  dozen 
Mexicans  there.  I  thought  our 
scheme  had  failed.  My  faith  hit  a 
low  ebb. 

As  time  passed  the  Mexicans  kept 
coming  until  about  600  were  block¬ 
ing  the  bridge. 

No  cars,  none  of  the  huge  trucks, 
were  allowed  to  pass.  A  teacher  with 
50  school  children  joined  the  pro¬ 
test  group.  When  the  border  offi¬ 
cials  ordered  the  police  to  move  the 
people  they  just  shrugged  their 
shoulders. 

When  the  word  came  that  we 
could  pass  through,  a  great  shout 
went  up  from  the  crowd,  from  the 
balconies  and  especially  from  us. 

We  climbed  onto  the  trucks,  our 
team  and  the  Mexicans,  and  drove 
through  the  streets  singing,  “Praise 
God  from  whom  all  blessings  flow.” 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  clergy  member  of 
the  Oklahoma  Conference  of  the 


JERUSALEM— 
A  pilgrimage 
of  monks 
makes  its  way 
down  the  Via 
Dolorosa  in 
the  Old  City  of 
lerusalem.  The 
crises  that  be¬ 
set  the  city  in 
ancient  times 
mirror  what's 
happening  in 
American  cities 
today,  con¬ 
tends  Walter 
Bruggemann 
(see  related 
book  review 
above). 


newspapers 
estimated  the  crowd  at  600. 

And  all  of  this  happened  because 
22  Oklahoma  VoIunteers-in-Mis- 
sion  planned  to  build  three  little 
houses  in  the  slums  of  Nuevo 
Progresso,  Mexico. 

It  was  the  United  Methodist 
team’s  third  mission  trip  to  Mexico 
in  as  many  years. 

Mable  Claire,  90,  heads  the  build¬ 
ing  project  which  has  erected  40 
small  houses  in  the  “colonias”  since 


since  she  started  the  program  years 
ago  when  an  auto  accident  ended 
her  musical  career. 

Ms.  Claire,  a  former  concert  pia¬ 
nist  in  the  Rome  symphony  orches¬ 
tra,  and  her  older  sister,  Elizabeth, 
recruit  Volunteers-in-Mission 
teams  from  the  United  States  and 
Canada  to  build  the  houses. 

Ms.  Claire  is  the  “Sister  Teresa” 
of  the  Valley.  Mexicans  adore  her, 
follow  her  down  the  street,  cluster 
around  her  just  to  touch  her.  She 


In  at  least  three  sessions  a 
week,  the  Lutheran  pastor  and 
nine  other  students  from  Texas 
to  New  York  submit  study  pa¬ 
pers  and  discuss  their  responses 
with  one  another  and  with  Dr. 
Roberson — all  by  computer. 
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has  a  dental  clinic,  a  school  with 
175  children  and  a  social  center  in 
Nuevo  Progresso,  besides  the  house 
building  project. 

Last  year  our  team  was  delayed  at 


Her  faith  burned  brightly 
in  spite  of  her  suffering 


p.m.  to  the  “colonias”  to  rouse  the 


United  Methodist  Church. 


At  the  name  of  Jesus 
Every  knee  shall  bow. 

Every  longue  confess  him 
King  of  glory  now; 

’Tis  the  Father’s  pleasure 
We  should  call  him  Lord. 

Who  from  the  beginning 
Was  the  mighty  Word. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Women  hymn  writers  have  added 
a  rich  dimension  to  the  songs  we 
sing.  Their  hymns  frequently  reflect 
a  spirit  of  sensitivity  and  under¬ 
standing  not  always  found  in  mas¬ 
culine  writing. 

Charlotte  Elliott,  who  wrote  “Just 
as  I  am,  without  one  plea;’’  Sarah 
Adams,  “Nearer,  my  God,  to  thee;’’ 
Cecil  Frances  Alexander.  “All  things 
bright  and  beautiful;”  Elizabeth  Cle- 
phane,  “Beneath  the  cross  of  Jesus;” 
Katherine  Hankey,  “I  love  to  rell  the 
story;”  and  Fanny  Crosby,  “To  God 
be  the  glory,”  stand  tall  in  this  com¬ 
pany  of  writers. 

A  lesser  known  writer  is  Caroline 
Noel,  daughter  of  a  Church  of  En¬ 
gland  minister.  Bom  in  1817,  she 
was  reared  in  London  and  was  well 
educated.  In  her  teens  she  displayed 


Spring  break  or 
Spring  service? 

APPALACHIAN  MOUNTAINS, 
Eastern  Kentucky— Kevin 
Pease,  a  student  at  the  College 
of  Mount  St.  Joseph  in  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio,  helps  install  a 
door  frame  during  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Appalachian  Project's 


History 
of  Hymns 


a  gut  ot  poetic  expression  and  wrote 
a  dozen  poems. 

Other  interests  claimed  her  atten¬ 
tion,  however,  and  it  was  not  until 
she  reached  age  40  that  she  was  in¬ 
spired  to  resume  writing. 

By  this  time  she  had  been  an  in¬ 
valid  for  five  years,  but  in  her  suf¬ 
fering  her  faith  burned  brightly. 
Through  her  writings  she  sought  to 
encourage  and  comfort  others  simi¬ 
larly  afflicted. 

“At  the  name  of  Jesus,”  written 
in  1870,  is  based  on  Philippians 
2:5-11.  The  four  stanzas  provide  a 
magnificent  description  of  Jesus — 
his  presence  at  creation,  his  coming 
into  the  world  in  human  flesh,  his 
suffering  and  death,  his  resurrection 
and  ascension,  his  desire  that  our 
lives  be  submissive  to  his  will,  and 
the  certainty  of  his  return. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Christ  Is  Alive" 


Workfest  1993.  This  year,  360 
students  from  31  colleges  and 
universities  will  spend  their 
spring  break  helping  repair 
homes  of  the  elderly,  handi¬ 
capped  and  impoverished  liv¬ 
ing  in  eastern  Kentucky. 
"Alternative"  spring  breaks — 
those  in  which  students  per¬ 
form  volunteer  work — have 
become  increasingly  popular 
because  they  are  viewed  by 
students  as  an  opportunity  to 
dovetail  service  with  experi¬ 
ence  and  education — and  to 
make  a  difference  in  people's 
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Let’s  spread  peace  for  the  next  generation! 
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Good  Samaritan  Ministries 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
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Peoples  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munity  Center  was  founded  in  1918 
and  organized  in  1 922  by  a  group  of 
dedicated  clergy  and  laity  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to 
serve  the  Central  City  Area  of  New 
Orleans.  Originally  it  was  estab¬ 
lished  as  a  skills  center  to  train  la¬ 
borers.  It  later  developed,  out  of  a 
growing  need,  into  a  Day  Care  Cen¬ 
ter  offering  services  to  reach  out  to 
the  community.  Today  Peoples  has 
become  a  vital  institution  in  the  in¬ 
ner  city  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church .  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  It  continues  to  keep  in  the 
forefront  its  historic  heritage  and 
legacy. 

Peoples  is  a  non-profit  institution 
that  maintains  its  primary  focus  on 
quality  care,  nurturing  and  early 
childhood  development  techniques. 
The  learning  concepts  currently  in 
place  will  enable  our  children  to  be 
better  prepared  for  entry  into  the 
mainstream  of  grade  school.  The 
outreach  ministry  not  only  touches 
the  lives  of  children  ages  0-5,  but 


also  includes  parental  guidance,  an 
active  PTA,  staff  and  parent  in¬ 
volvement,  as  well  as  an  after 
school  program  called  “Tutorial 
Latchkey”  and  Summer  Camp  for 
older  children. 

The  move  towards  People’s  fu¬ 
ture  is  the  primary  concern  of  those 
who  strive  to  keep  Peoples  alive 
during  the  changing  and  difficult 
times  for  many  people  in  the  inner 
City  of  New  Orleans.  Today  more 
than  ever  before  statistics  show  the 
increase  of  teenage  parents,  the  high 
rate  of  unemployment  among  fam¬ 
ilies,  struggling  single  working  par¬ 
ents,  persons  being  added  to  the 
Family  Support  Services  rolls,  a  de¬ 
mand  for  affordable  Child  Care,  Af¬ 
ter  School,  and  Summer  programs. 
It  is  the  drive  of  Peoples  to  continue 
to  minister  to  the  needs  of  the  New 
Orleans  Community  and  to  pursue 
the  dreams  of  dedicated  laity  and 
clergy  who,  for  over  seventy  years 
ago,  wanted  tomake  a  difference  in 
the  lives  of  children  and  their  fam¬ 


ilies,  and  today  those  dreams  still 
exist. 

Peoples  joins  the  local  churches 
in  its  emphasis  on  the  year  2000. 
Our  goal  will  lead  us  with  pride  and 
fulfillment  into  the  twenty  first  cen¬ 
tury  as  we  prepare  to  expand  in 
many  areas  of  Early  Childhood  De- 
velopment,  Programming,  the 
Physical  Plant,  Operations  and 
Staffing.  This  vision  can  only  be  ac¬ 
companied  however,  by  the  contin¬ 
ued  support  of  the  statewide  United 
Methodist  Churches  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  to  Peoples  Center, 
an  institution  that  belongs  to  all 
United  Methodists. 

1993  brought  about  noticeable 
improvements  and  a  change  of  di¬ 
rection  that  reflected  a  positive 
transition  into  1994.  We  thank  ev¬ 
eryone  who  made  last  year  one  of 
the  most  outstanding  years  in  re¬ 
cent  times. 

For  the  second  consecutive  year 
we  were  awarded  a  Class  A  classifi¬ 
cation  by  the  State  of  Louisiana 


Board  of  Education.  In  1993  we  in¬ 
stalled  and  dedicated  outdoor  play¬ 
ground  equipment  at  a  cost  of 
$22,000.00  made  possible  from  a 
New  Orleans  Community  Develop¬ 
ment  Block  Grant  and  from  a  pri¬ 
vate  donation. 

In  January  of  this  year  Peoples 
held  its  "Kick  Off  Campaign”  to  in¬ 
troduce  a  Planned  Giving  Program 
under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  George 
W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr.,  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Institutional  Development 
for  Peoples  Center. 

We  are  encouraged  by  this  new 
program  that  will  aid  in  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  cash  reserve  to  im¬ 
prove  our  cash  flow  which  is  critical 
at  this  time.  Our  goal  is  to  raise 
through  pledges,  legacies  and  en¬ 
dowments  totalling  $50,000  over 
the  next  five  years.  Our  hope  is  to 
involve  more  persons  in  this  vital 
ministry  of  mission  and  service. 

Peoples  is  not  yet  self  supporting 
and  relies  heavily  on  fees  (set  for  af¬ 
fordable  child  care),  grants,  contri¬ 
butions  from  the  Louisiana  Annual 
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Conference,  private  donations, 
Louisiana  Family  Services,  organi¬ 
zations,  the  Ruth  B.  Carter  Auxili¬ 
ary,  United  Methodist  Women  and 
Men,  World  Federation  of  Method¬ 
ist  Women,  and  the  United  Way  for 
Greater  New  Orleans,  of  which  Peo¬ 
ples  has  been  an  agency  of  for  over 
fifty  years.  Additionally,  three  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches  have  offi¬ 
cially  adopted  Peoples  as  one  of 
their  Mission  Projects.  They  are 
Napoleon  UMC,  Munholland 
UMC  and  Felicity  UMC.  We  invite 
more  local  churches  to  consider  the 
work  of  this  vital  ministry  for  Good 
Samaritan  giving  and  the  needed 
ministries  for  this  area. 

We  ask  you  to  invite  us  to  come 
and  speak  to  your  congregations  on 
“Mission  Awareness.” 

Peoples  is  a  member  of  (LAMM) 
Louisiana  Affiliation  of  Methodist 
Ministries  and  the  Conference 
Committee  on  Health  and  Welfare. 

The  Board  of  Directors  consists 
of  17  members  which  are  listed 
above: 
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LOUISIANA  70113 
524-9495 

Dr.  Alvin  Aubry 

Mrs.  Pam  Casey 

Rev.  Abraham  Davis,  President 

Rev.  Dr.  George  Duerson 

Mrs.  Maude  Harris 

Mrs.  Celina  Johnson, 

Secretary  &  Chairperson 
Nominations 
Dr.  Sarah  Kreutziger 
Mrs.  Irene  Reed,  Vice  President 
Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
Ex  officio 

Mrs.  Connie  Breaux 
Rev.  Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn, 
District  Superintendent 
Mr.  John  Davis,  Treasurer 
Mrs.  Mildred  Washington 
Mr.  Chester  Hom,  Building  and 
Grounds 

Ms.  Annie  Lincoln,  Chairperson 
Personnel 

Rev.  Dr.  George  W.C.  Calvin,  Sr. 
Institutional  Development 
Director 

The  Center  has  a  staff  of  12  indi¬ 
viduals.  The  Executive  is  Rev 
Marva  L.  Mitchell. 


Good  Samaritan  Fund  Assists  Patients  At  Methodist  Hospital 


Helping  people  in  times  of  dis¬ 
tress  is  an  important  part  of  the 
ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  Methodist  Hospital  in 
New  Orleans.  As  the  only  Method¬ 
ist  healthcare  facility  in  the  state, 
Methodist  Hospital,  through  the 
Department  of  Pastoral  Care,  car¬ 
ries  the  ministry  of  caring  to  those 
in  need  through  your  donation  to 
the  Good  Samaritan  Fund. 

In  the  next  few  weeks,  members 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
will  be  asked  to  share  their  blessings 
with  those  who  are  less  fortunate. 
The  Good  Samaritan  Offering  will 
provide  an  opportunity  to  assist  the 
sick  and  the  suffering  who  require 
the  services  of  Methodist  Hospital. 

Your  contribution  to  the  Good 
Samaritan  Fund  offers  financial  as¬ 
sistance  to  those  in  need.“I  wish  to 
specially  thank  everyone  who  has 
contributed  to  the  Good  Samaritan 
Fund.  Through  your  increasing  do¬ 
nations,  we  have  been  able  to  assist 


more  patients  who  are  in  need  of 
healthcare,”  says  Chaplain  Paul 
Durbin,  Director  of  Pastoral  Care. , 

“Every  penny  goes  to  financial 
assistance,”  says  Chaplain  Durbin, 
“for  those  eligible  for  aid  —  even 
residents  outside  the  New  Orleans 
area.  However,  the  Good  Samaritan 
Fund  offers  partial  assistance  only, 
and  rarely  pays  the  total  amount  of 
charges  for  medical  services.” 

Chaplain  Durbin  recalls  an  elder¬ 
ly  man  who  needed  assistance.  “He 
was  like  one  of  the  ten  lepers  in  the 
Bible,”  he  said.  “When  the  man  was 
able,  he  expressed  his  gratitude  to 
Jesus  by  donating  to  the  Fund  so 
that  others  would  be  helped.” 

Through  meeting  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  patient,  it  has  been 
found  that  a  patient’s  length  of  stay 
has  been  reduced. 

Each  patient  at  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  is  a  trinity  within  himself,  made 
up  of  body,  mind  and  spirit.  What¬ 
ever  affects  one  area  would  impact 


the  other  two.  At  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal,  this  philosophy  of  “holistic 
medicine,”  which  is  concerned  with 
the  physical,  emotional  and  spiritu¬ 
al  needs  of  each  patient,  is  vital  to 


ophy,  the  Chaplain  is  a  member  of 
the  healthcare  team.  Patients  come 
to  the  Hospital  with  many  feelings, 
concerns  and  fears.  Only  when 
these  are  properly  addressed  can 


mal  level.  Chaplains  provide  coun¬ 
seling  for  patients  and  family 
members.  Probably,  the  most  diffi¬ 
cult  barrier  in  pastoring  to  individ¬ 
uals  is  the  image  of  what  a  Chaplain 
is  or  ought  to  be. 

The  title  “Chaplain”  began  with 
Martin  of  Tours,  the  fourth  century 
Saint.  Legend  dictates  that  Martin 
shared  his  cloak  with  a  beggar, 
keeping  the  smaller  part  of  himself. 
Thus,  little  “cape”  or  “capella"  be¬ 
came  a  relic.  The  custodian  of  the 
capella  was  a  priest,  and  eventually 
the  keeper  of  the  capella  became 
known  as  Chaplain.  Today,  the  title 
is  used  by  hospitals  and  other 
healthcare  institutional  ministers, 
priests  and  rabbis. 

“My  spiritual  well-being  has  been 
a  significant  factor  in  my  overall  re¬ 
covery  and  general  health,”  stated  a 
patient  who  was  aided  by  the  Good 
Samaritan  Fund.  “Chaplain  Durbin 
and  Chaplain  Nelson  have  helped 
me  —  and  my  family  —  get 


through  a  very  difficult  period.  I 
will  never  forget  what  they  have 
done  for  us  through  the  assistance 
of  Good  Samaritan  Fund.” 

There  are  other  stories,  equally 
moving,  about  people  who  had  no¬ 
where  to  turn,  until  they  found  the 
Good  Samaritan  Fund,  evidence  of 
Christ’s  love  on  earth  —  an  adoles¬ 
cent  girl  could  not  have  had  an  ap¬ 
pendectomy  without  assistance. 
Without  surgery,  many  complica¬ 
tions  could  have  risen.  Or  the  elder¬ 
ly  woman  whose  health  prohibited 
her  from  working.  Being  55,  she  did 
not  quality  for  Medicare.  She 
turned  for  help  to  the  Good  Samari¬ 
tan  Fund  at  Methodist  Hospital. 

Chaplain  Durbin  said,  “Your  gift 
to  the  Fund,  whether  large  or  small, 
will  enable  Methodist  Hospital  to 
fulfill  its  mission  to  help  those  in 
need.  Your  gift  will  touch  lives  of 
many,  and  thanks  to  the  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  Fund,  we  are  able  to  help 
them." 


Chaplain  Paul  Durbin,  Director  of  Pastoral  Care  at  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital,  visits  with  a  patient  and  family  member  assisted  by  the  Good 
Samaritan  Fund. 


Mardi  Gras'  Came  Early  At  Lafon 


Mardi  Gras,  for  the  residents  of 
Lafon,  came  a  week  early.  Lafon’s 
9th  Annual  Mardi  Gras  Ball  was 
held  on  Tuesday,  February  8th. 
Residents  were  presented  their  Roy¬ 
al  Court  by  WWL-TV-4  Anchor 
Person,  Ms.  Sally  Ann  Roberts.  La¬ 
fon’s  court  consisted  of:  Queen, 
Mrs.  Gladys  B.  Gable,  escorted  by 
former  Saints  Football  Player,  Bu¬ 
ford  Jordan;  King,  Mr.  Willie 
Poole,  escorted  by  Saints’  Saintsa- 
tion,  Ms.  Erica  Spruille.  Serving  as 
maids  were:  Ms.  Wille  Mae  Lewis 
and  Ms.  Joan  Brooks.  Dapper 
Dukes  were:  Mr.  George  Montegut 
and  Mr.  Gabriel  Vicknair.  The 
Royal  Court,  residents,  and  guests 
were  entertained  by  the  sultry  song 
stylings  of  Ms.  Lisa  Brumfield,  and 
the  upbeat  tempo  of  the  Rebirth 
Brass  Band. 

In  keeping  with  the  Ball’s  theme, 
“An  Oriental  Mardi  Gras,”  Viet¬ 


namese  youth  from  the  St.  Thomas 
CCD  School  performed  an  authen¬ 
tic  Vietnamese  dance.  Acting  as  em¬ 
cee  for  the  festivities  was 
WDSU-TV-6  Anchor  Gary  Mat¬ 
tingly.  Activity  Director,  Jill  Boyd, 
did  a  wonderful  job  in  decorating 
the  royal  garments  of  the  Court  and 
turning  the  Dining  Room  into  an 
“Oriental”  Palace.  Meanwhile, 
“Friends  of  Lafon”  are  busy  plan¬ 
ning  for  this  year’s  gala  Dinner/ 
Dance/Show.  Jazzy  Night  in  June 
’94  will  be  held  on  June  10th,  in  the 
Grand  Ballroom  of  the  Marriott 
Hotel.  Some  of  the  featured  enter¬ 
tainers  for  this  year’s  gala  include: 
Tony  and  Grammy  Award  winner, 
Ms.  Melba  Moore;  composer/musi¬ 
cian,  Allen  Toussaint;  singer,  Phil¬ 
lip  Manuel;  and  jazz  impresario, 
Ellis  Marsalis.  All  funds  generated 
by  this  event  will  go  to  the  general 
upkeep  of  Lafon  Nursing  Home. 


QUEEN  MEETS  QUEEN  CROSS  CULTURES 


Queen  Lafon  '94  and  Queen  Zulu  '94  exchange  greetings  at  Lafon's  Vietnamese  youth  perform  authentic  dance  for  Lafon  residents  at 
Mardi  Gras  Ball  (L-R)  Queen  Lafon,  Mrs.  Gladys  Buggage  Gable,  Mardi  Gras  Ball 
Queen  Zulu,  Ms.  Angela  Adams,  looking  on,  former  New  Orleans 
Saint,  Buford  Jordan. 
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celebrating  The  Joy  Of  Easter! 


Q 


Only 

a  suffering  God 
can  help 

As  Easter  Sunday  approaches,  a  sense  of  joy  be¬ 
gins  to  invade  my  weary  and  sometimes  discouraged 
spirit  and  slowly  transform  my  existence. 

Bishop  William  Oden 

The  Journey  of  Holy  Week  is  a  journey  through  loneliness,  darkness, 
betrayal,  agony,  death  and  finally  the  dawning  resurrection. 

It  is  important  to  my  spirit  not  to  leap  from  Palm  Sunday  directly  to 
Easter.  The  resurrection  can  have  only  limited  meaning  and  healing 
power  for  me  unless  I  walk  along  the  VIA  DOLOROSA  with  Jesus. 

The  significance  of  the  cross  of  suffering  remains  with  us  after  all  the 
Easter  sermons  have  been  preached  and  all  the  hallelujahs  sung.  Pain 
and  hurt  have  not  disappeared.  Easter  affirms  that  suffering  does  not 
have  the  last  word,  but  it  also  acknowledges  that  the  cross  is  real. 

It  was  Bonhoeffer  who  said  “Only  a  suffering  God  can  help.” 


Around  the  Conference 


Rev.  James  Stovall 


Rev.  James  L.  Stovall,  a  retired 
Louisiana  Conference  minister  who  is 
founder  of  Louisiana  Coalition 
Against  Racism  and  Nazism,  and  Al¬ 
bert  Fraenkel  II,  businessman  who 
founded  the  Fraenkel  Co.  of  Baton 
Rouge,  will  receive  the  1 994  Brother¬ 
hood  Awards  April  5  at  a  dinner  in 
the  Great  Hall  at  the  Bellemont. 

The  awards 
are  presented  an¬ 
nually  by  the  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge 

I  Chapter  of  the 
National  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Jews. 
The  recipients 
were  selected 
based  upon  their 
activities  and 
dedication  to  brotherhood  by  fight¬ 
ing  bias,  bigotry  and  racism. 

Stovall,  who  for  1 6  years  was  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Louisiana  In¬ 
terchurch  Conference,  has  received 
numerous  honors  including  the, 
Outstanding  Service  to  Humankind 
Award  given  by  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  National  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Colored  Peo¬ 
ple  and  the  Human  and  Civil 
Rights  Award  presented  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Educators  in 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Stovall  said,  “It’s  important  tor 
us  to  remember  that  we  are  all 
God’s  children  and  we  must  learn 
to  work  together.” 

*  *  * 

Members  of  the  Conference  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Meeting  the  Needs  of  Per¬ 
sons  with  Handicapping  Conditions 
are  urged  to  attend  an  important 
meeting  to  plan  the  October  Dis¬ 
abilities  Seminar,  Sarabeth  Atkins 
said. 

The  planning  session  will  be  held 
at  10  a.m.  Saturday,  April  16,  in 
Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria. 

As  soon  as  possible,  committee 
members  who  cannot  attend  are 
asked  to  notify  Atkins. 

*  *  * 

Mason  UMC,  Berwick,  where 
Rev.  Dan  Washington  Jr.  is  pastor, 
celebrated  the  94th  anniversary  on 
March  20,  Cynthia  Ballet,  church 
reporter,  said.  Guest  speaker  was 
Rev.  James  Kirk  of  Thibodaux,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Wesley-Mt.  Vernon. 

*  *  * 

“Circle  Up  Sunday,  every  mem¬ 
ber  in  place,  serving  our  church  and 
community,”  was  held  March  20  in 
Grace  UMC,  New  Orleans  where 
Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington  is  pastor. 
Guest  speaker  was  Dr.  Carole  Cot- 
ton-Winn,  superintendent  of  New 
Orleans  District. 

*  *  * 

A  Progressive  Prayer  Meeting 
was  held  in  Lacombe,  La.,  last 
month  on  World  Day  of  Prayer. 
Participating  in  the  first-time  event 
were  Lacombe  UMC,  where  Rev.  Bo 
Horne  is  pastor;  Living  Word  As¬ 
sembly,  First  Baptist,  Village  Lu- 


Sager-Brown 
will  host 
VIM  seminar 

Volunteers  in  Mission 
Seminar  will  be  held  April  8-10 
at  Sager-Brown  Center  for  En¬ 
abling  Ministries  in  Baldwin, 
Rev.  James  Poole,  VIM  coordi¬ 
nator,  said. 

Participants  are  to  arrive  for 
supper  at  6  p.m.  Friday  and  a 
session  will  be  held  that  eve¬ 
ning.  A  full  schedule  is  planned 
for  Saturday.  Ten  persons  — 
both  lay  and  clergy  —  will  be 
leaders. 

Sessions  will  be  on  "The  Spir¬ 
it  of  Mission,”  “Building  the 
Team,”  “Tool  and  Equipment 
Safety  and  Management.”  VIM 
Conferences  procedures  and 
youth  participation  in  VIM  also 
will  be  discussed. 

After  worship  services  in  area 
churches  on  Sunday,  a  VIM 
Camp  Meeting  with  dinner  on 
the  grounds  will  be  held  at 
Sager-Brown. 

Hosts  for  the  seminar  will  be 
Sarah  Schoeffler  and  the  Sager- 
Brown  Center,  Poole  said. 

Mail  registration  information 
to  Sager-Brown  Center,  P.O. 
Box  239,  Baldwin  LA  70514. 
Send  name,  address,  phone;  in¬ 
dicate  male  or  female  and  cou¬ 
ples  or  family  groups;  home 
church  and  any  dietary  or 
handicapping  conditions. 


theran  and  Sacred  Heart  Catholic 
churches. 

Each  church  had  one  area  on 
which  to  focus.  These  included 
community,  schools,  family,  local 
leaders  and  the  world.  Persons  with 
expertise  in  each  area  spoke  at  the 
various  locations.  Each  stop  of  the 
prayer  caravan  ended  with  prayer. 

“Attendance  exceeded  everyone’s 
expectation,”  Horne  said.  "We  plan 
to  make  this  an  annual  event.” 

*  *  * 

As  a  mission  project  Louisiana 
Memorial  UMC  where  Dr.  Ted 
Standley  is  pastor  is  collecting  soap, 
toothpaste  and  toothbrushes  to  as¬ 
sist  in  the  UM  efforts  in  Cuba. 

*  *  * 

During  March,  Asbury  UMC,  La¬ 
fayette,  where  Rev.  Bob  Burgess  is 
pastor,  has  provided  special  help  to 
families.  John  K.  Rosemond,  family 
psychologist  and  nationally  syndi¬ 
cated  columnist  in  more  than  100 


Easter  Sunday  is  a  joyous  time  to 
be  worshipping  in  our  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Churches.  Many 
of  the  altars,  including  Jefferson 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  First  UMC 
in  Hammond  and  Lakeview  UMC  in 
Shreveport,  will  be  banked  with 
Easter  lilies,  those  radiant  symbols 
of  the  resurrection,  given  in  memo¬ 
ry  or  in  honor  of  loved  ones.  At 
Centenary-Fisher  in  Franklinton, 
the  cross  will  be  covered  with  live 
Easter  lily  blooms. 

Choirs  will  present  Easter  joyful 
music.  “Praise  to  the  Lamb!,”  an 
Easter  cantata,  will  be  sung  by  the 
choir  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port  at  the  10:45  a.m.  worship  ser¬ 
vice. 

Sunrise  services 

In  many  areas,  worshippers  will 
get  up  early  for  Easter  sunrise  ser¬ 
vices.  Mount  Zion  UMC  in  Calhoun 
will  join  with  other  denominations 
for  a  community  service  at  7  a.m.  in 
Roselawn  Cemetery  on  Highway 
151.  Rev.  Martin  W.  Corie  will  par¬ 
ticipate  as  will  musicians  and  vocal¬ 
ists  from  the  church. 

Asbury  UMC,  Bossier  City, 
where  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun  is  pastor, 
will  have  a  sunrise  service  at  the 
Moore  Farm  near  Benton  at  6:30 
a.m.  on  Easter.  After  Easter  Cele¬ 
brations  at  the  two  morning  wor¬ 
ship  services,  a  church  family  picnic 
will  be  held  on  the  grounds. 

To  get  to  all  services,  clocks 
should  be  set  forward  one  hour 
since  Daylight  Savings  Time  begins 
on  Easter  Sunday  this  year. 

Liturgical  banners 

Hanging  on  each  outside  wall  of 
the  sanctuary  of  Oak  Park  UMC, 
Lake  Charles  will  be  banners  repre¬ 
senting  the  seven  last  words  of 
Christ  (beginning  with  Luke  23:34 
and  ending  with  Luke  23:46).  The 
liturgical  banners  were  prepared  by 
Theresa  Powell  and  Arlene  Ware 
and  hung  by  Bart  Powell. 

On  Easter  Sunday  morning  for 
each  of  the  three  worship  services  at 
Munholland  UMC,  Metairie,  the 
sanctuary  will  be  dark  as  it  was  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  Good  Friday 
service.  The  congregation  will  enter 
the  sanctuary  in  silence. 

The  service  will  begin  with  the 
entry  of  the  Christ  Candle,  the  re¬ 
placing  of  the  cross  and  other  sym¬ 
bols  stripped  from  the  altar  at  the 
Good  Friday  service  and  a  progres¬ 
sion  of  light. 

“Easter  will  be  a  high  time  of  the 
Christian  year  as  we  celebrate  the 
risen  Christ,”  Rev.  Barry  Hoekstra, 
pastor  of  Abbeville  and  Pecan  Island 
UMC,  said.  “We  will  have  a  glori¬ 
ous  Easter  celebration  in  our 
churches.  Why  can’t  every  Sunday 
be  Easter  Sunday  ? 

“If  we  know  the  risen  Christ,  we 
ought  to  celebrate  Easter  every  time 
we  gather  for  worship.  That  is  what 
the  good  news  or  gospel  is  all  about. 
Every  Sunday  ought  to  be  Easter 
Sunday.  We  are  Easter  people.” 


ness.  The  people  shall  gather  out¬ 
side  the  church  where  a  bonfire, 
symbolizing  the 
Resurrection,  is 
to  be  kindled. 
The  central  sign 
will  be  the  pas¬ 
chal  candle,  a 
large  freestand¬ 
ing  white  candle 
signifying  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  the  Res¬ 
urrection  over  the  darkness  of 
death,  Kennedy  said. 

“Each  of  those  attending  will 
light  a  candle  from  the  paschal  can¬ 
dle  and  process  into  the  sanctuary. 
On  that  Holy  Saturday,  we  will 
have  the  Proclamation  of  Light, 
symbolic  of  the  wait  for  the  Resur¬ 
rection.  The  Easter  Proclamation 
will  be  made  in  scripture  and  mu¬ 
sic.” 

At  the  end  of  the  service,  the  pas¬ 
chal  candle  remains  burning  and  is 
lighted  at  all  services  from  Easter 
Day  through  the  Day  of  Pentecost. 
The  service  is  found  in  The  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Worship. 


UMM  to  hear  Chris  Andrews 
and  memorialize  Boyd  Baun 
during  Motivation  Assembly 


The  Conference  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men  will  honor  the  memory  of  a 
former  president,  the  late  Boyd  E. 
Baun,  when  they  hold  the  annual 
meeting  and 
Christian  Moti¬ 
vation  Assembly. 

The  event  will  be 
held  Saturday. 

April  9,  at  the 
church  in  which 
Baun  was  an  ac¬ 
tive  member, 

University 
UMC,  Baton 
Rouge. 

Leader  will  be 

drews,  pastor  of  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge. 

“You  Can  Make  A  Difference”  is 
the  theme  of  the  assembly  sched- 


The  late  Boyd  Baun 

Dr.  Chris  An- 


'It's  A  ONEderFULL  Life' 
weekend  for  singles  slated 
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Easter  Vigil 

As  part  of  the  Easter  Vigil,  St. 
Andrew’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
where  Dr.  Rod  Kennedy  is  pastor, 
will  have  the  Service  of  Light  on 
Saturday,  April  2,  at  7  p.m. 

The  service  will  begin  in  dark- 


newspapers,  conducted  a  parenting 
workshop  for  the  community  on 
March  26  at  the  church. 

On  March  1 9,  Asbury  held  a  Semi¬ 
nar  on  Depression  in  which  partici¬ 
pants  could  learn  to  recognize  and 
deal  with  depression  “in  yourself  or 
in  a  friend  or  family  member.” 
Speakers  were  Dr.  Lynn  W.  Aurich, 
a  clinical  psychologist  who  gave  the 
Christian  approach  to  depression, 
and  Patricia  C.  Andrus,  a  profes¬ 
sional  whose  specialty  is  family  and 
grief  education. 
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During  the  weekend  of  April  8- 
10,  the  1994  Regional  Singles  Con¬ 
ference  for  all  ages  —  divorced, 
widowed  and  never  married  —  will 
be  held  at  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge. 
Theme  is  to  be 
It’s  A  ONEder¬ 
FULL  Life,  Build¬ 
ing  a  Home  of 
Hearts.” 

Keynote  speak¬ 
er  is  Charles 

„  ,  _  .  Gaby,  a  former 

ares  ay  United  Methodist 

singles  minister  who  now  has  a  coun¬ 
seling  practice.  A  published  songwrit¬ 
er,  he  will  include  music  as  part  of  his 
presentation.  His  subjects  will  be 
“Letting  Go  of  the  Guilt  that  Binds 
Us,”  “The  Call  of  Faith  in  the  Throes 
of  Chaos,”  “Loving  Enemies,  Finding 
Gifts,  Teaching  Love”  and  “Intimacy 
Versus  Harmony.” 

Richard  Evans,  one  of  the  plan¬ 
ners,  said,  “Fun.  music  and  other 
entertainment  will  be  part  of  the 
weekend.” 

A  live  band  will  play  for  dancing 
Saturday  evening  in  the  church 
gym.  Workshops,  crafts,  movies 
and  recreation  are  planned  for  par¬ 
ticipating  singles’  children  and 
teens.  Child  care  and  youth  activi¬ 
ties  will  be  available  throughout  the 
conference,  except  for  Saturday 
evening. 

For  the  adults,  there  will  be  work¬ 
shops  on  a  variety  of  subjects  in¬ 
cluding  budgeting,  credit,  investing, 
job  interview  preparation,  physical 
fitness  and  nutrition,  parenting,  re¬ 
lationships  and  leadership  training. 
Workshops  will  be  presented  by 
professionals,  counselors,  ministers 
and  lay  persons.  Persons  attending 
may  select  from  a  variety  of  work¬ 
shops. 


New  paradigm  to  be  explored 
at  Tri-District  Evangelism 
meetings  with  Roger  Swanson 

An  emerging  strategy  for  local  church  evangelism  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  be  the  focus  of  the  Tri-District  Evangelism  Meet¬ 
ings  to  be  held  in  three  areas  of  the  state.  The  style  of  lay  and  pastoral  lead¬ 
ership  needed  to  implement  the  new  methods  are  to  be  outlined.  “New 
Paradigm  for  a  New  Century”  is  to  be  the  subject  of  Dr.  Roger  K.  Swan¬ 
son,  director  of  evangelism  ministries,  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  Leadership  for  Evangelism  meetings  will  be  day-long  seminars  in 
different  regions  of  the  Conference  April  20-22.  All  three  sessions  will  be 
held  from  8:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

“Evangelism  that  is  true  to  our  Biblical  and  Wesleyan  roots  is  not  one 
elective  emphasis  among  many,  but  is  a  major  part  of  the  primary  task  of 

any  church  seeking  to  be  a  vital 
congregation  of  faithful  disciples,” 
Dr.  Larry  Robertson  said.  He  is 
chairperson  of  the  Conference 
Evangelism  Task  Force,  Board  of 
Discipleship,  which  is  sponsoring 
the  meetings. 

New  approaches 

Another  Evangelism  Area  Task 
Force  member,  Rev.  Jon  Tellifero, 
said,  “We  all  know  the  world  we 
live  in  has  changed  but  we  still  have 
a  church  model  that  is  100  years 
old.  At  the  meeting,  we  will  explore 
new  approaches  for  evangelism. 
We’re  no  longer  just  the  Methodist 
church  on  the  comer.  We’re  a  part  of 
a  greater  concern  that  must  examine 
how  we  affect  the  world  we  live  in 
and  how  we  can  reach  that  world." 

Tellifero  encourages  all  lay 
church  leaders  and  prospective 
leaders  and  all  clergy  to  hear  Dr. 
Swanson,  who  was  a  favorite  speak¬ 
er  at  the  VISION  2000  training  ses¬ 
sions  last  year. 

“Roger  does  a  great  job,”  he  said. 
“He’s  down  to  earth  and  you  don’t 
have  to  be  a  seminary  graduate  to 
understand  him.  People  are  always 
impressed  with  his  presentation.” 

Changing  paradigm 

In  a  session  titled, "Can  You  Par-a- 
Dime?”  Swanson  will  reflect  on  the 
changing  paradigm  —  from  Apostolic 
Church  to  Christendom  to  whatever- 
it-is-to-become.  He  will  talk  about  the 
primary  task  of  the  congregation. 

Participants  will  reflect  on  “the 
congregation  as  evangelist”  during 
the  session  titled,  “A  Strategy  for 
Evangelism  in  the  UMC.”  After 
lunch,  a  session  on  “Who’s  Who  in 
the  Congregation:  Leadership  and 
Ministry”  will  concern  the  roles  of 
clergy  and  laity  in  the  congregation. 

The  final  section  will  be  “Grow¬ 
ing  Pastors  Grow  Churches,”  a  re¬ 
flection  on  spirituality  as  the 
“driver"  for  effective  leadership. 

Three  meetings 

Coffee  and  conversation  from 
8:30  a.m.  to  9:00  a.m.  will  open  the 
seminars. 

The  North  Area,  Monroe,  Ruston 
and  Shreveport  districts,  will  meet 
Wednesday,  April  20,  at  Arcadia 
UMC,  in  Arcadia. 

The  Southwest  Area,  Acadiana,  Alex¬ 
andria  and  Lake  Charles  districts,  will 
convene  Thursday,  April  21,  at  Louisi¬ 
ana  Memorial  UMC.  Opelousas. 

Meeting  Friday/ April  227  aTSt. 
Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  will  be  the 
Southeast  Area,  Baton  Rouge,  New 
Orleans  and  North  Shore  districts. 

Registration  forms  are  available 
at  local  churches.  Or  just  send  $10 
along  with  name,  address,  phone 
number  and  church  name  and  ad¬ 
dress  to:  First  UMC,  101  College 
Boulevard,  Pineville,  LA  71360,  at¬ 
tention:  Mrs.  Ann  Parvin.  Add 
$2.50  for  .5  CEU  credits. 


Dr.  Roger  Swanson,  pictured  at 
a  VISION  2000  training  meeting 
last  year,  will  lead  Tri-District 
Evangelism  Meetings  later  this 
month. 


uled  for  8  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

In  addition  to  a  large  assembly, 
the  meeting  will  include  small 
group  discussions  designed  to  help 
all  men  become 
more  effective  in 
their  ministry 
with  UMM,  Ron 
Sarver,  Confer¬ 
ence  president, 
said. 

Registration  is 
$20  and  should 
be  sent  to:  Unit- 
„  „  .  .  .  ed  Methodist 

Rev,  Chris  Andrews  Men  p  Q  Bqx 

51333,  Lafayette  LA  70505. 

For  additional  information  call 
Sarver,  318-981-9401,  or  318-233- 
7696. 


Registration  fee  is  $30,  with  a  $4 
enrollment  for  each  child.  Satur¬ 
day’s  lunch  is  included  in  the  fee. 
To  register  contact:  Richard  Evans, 
504-751-5181:  Lynda  Schilf,  504- 
272-0007  or  Karen  Bailey,  504-355- 
8816. 


Good  Samaritan  Offering 
to  aid  three  UM  agencies 


In  addition  to  baskets  and 
bunnies,  Easter  giving  may  in- 
■  elude  contributions  to  the  Good 
Samaritan  Offering  to  be  taken 
on  Easter  Sunday  in  most  local 
churches  of  the  Conference. 

Three  UM  agencies  that  do  im¬ 
portant  work  will  be  helped  by 
the  gift. 

Peoples  Community  Center, 

New  Orleans,  serves  the  inner 
city  with  a  day  school  for  chil¬ 
dren.  The  center  also  provides 
parental  guidance,  a  tutorial 
latchkey  program  and  summer 
camping  for  older  children.  Rev. 
Marva  Mitchell,  executive  direc¬ 
tor,  said,  “We  are  prepared  to  ex¬ 
pand  in  many  areas  of  early 
childhood  development,  pro¬ 
gramming,  the  physical  plant, 
operations  and  staffing.” 

Lafon  Home  in  New  Orleans 
serves  both  blacks  and  whites 
and  has  a  staff  comprised  of  the 
same  mixture.  Currently  95  per¬ 
sons  are  residents  of  the  nursing 
home. 

“Our  residents  need  long-term 
care  because  they  are  mentally  or 
physically  incapacitated  and 
can’t  live  alone,”  Edward  J. 
Lang,  administrator,  said.  Many 
of  the  residents  pay  the  amount 
of  income  that  they  have  (Social 


Security  or  other  retirement 
benefits)  and  the  state  pays  the 
remainder. 

“They  get  the  finest  patient 
care,”  he  said.  “And  because  we 
are  a  church  project,  our  resi¬ 
dents  get  more  than  just  physical 
care.  Entertainment  is  planned; 
all  holidays  are  celebrated.” 

“Lafon  is  not  a  place  just  to 
warehouse  people,  “  Lang  em¬ 
phasized.  “There’s  always  some¬ 
thinggoing  on.” 

The  Good  Samaritan  Offering 
makes  a  difference  in  the  quality 
of  life  provided  for  residents. 

The  ministry  of  the  UM 
church  and  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  is  one  of  helping  people  in 
times  of  distress. 

Through  Good  Samaritan  of¬ 
ferings.  patients  in  need  of  health 
care  are  partially  assisted  with 
fees  for  medical  services. 

Rev.  Paul  G.  Durbin,  chaplain 
and  director  of  pastoral  care, 
said,  “When  the  spiritual  needs 
of  the  patients  are  met,  this  fre¬ 
quently  reduces  the  length  of 
their  stay.  Ours  is  a  holistic  ap¬ 
proach  —  a  concern  for  the  phys¬ 
ical,  emotional  and  spiritual 
needs  of  each  patient.” 


Faith  forum 
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The  I’nited  Methodist 
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Who,  where  are 
the  guides  when 
we  need  them? 

The  LORD  is  my  Sherpa.  I  shall  not  want. 

He  makes  me  climb  tall  mountains,  he  leads 
me  beside  rushing  waters. 

He  carries  my  backpack. 

He  leads  me  along  the  right  trails  for  the  sake 
of  my  body  and  soul. 

Even  though  I  trek  through  the  most  treacher¬ 
ous  hills  and  valleys, 

1  fear  nothing,  for  my  Sherpa  is  with  me;  his 
strength  and  his  songs,  they  comfort  me. 

He  prepares  my  campsite  for  me  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  wild  dogs  and  water  buffalo. 

He  brings  me  hot  tea  to  drink  and  warm  water 
to  bathe.  My  cup  overflows. 

Surely  memories  of  my  Sherpa  will  follow  me 
all  the  days  of  my  life. 

And  part  of  my  spirit  shall  dwell  in  the  land  of 
the  Sherpa  forever .* 

Our  writing  colleague  shared  the  above  para¬ 
phrase  following  his  recent  journey  to  Nepal, 
which  included  a  ten-day  trek  with  Sherpa 
guides  through  the  Himalayan  foothills. 

We  regard  his  imagery  as  a  fresh  reminder  of 
how  God's  presence  can  be  felt  and  expressed  in 
ways  that  connect  ,,  .  . 

with  contemporary  f-?(l|TOri£ll 
hearts  and  minds, 

Anyone  who  has  needed  a  guide  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness  or  relied  on  others  through  a  trying  time 
can  identify  with  the  paraphrase. 

But  it  also  is  a  vivid  reminder  that  “God"  is 
not  a  spiritual  abstraction  but  is,  rather,  One 
who  comes  to  us  through  the  tough-minded  ser¬ 
vice  and  selflessness  of  others. 

Just  as  the  example  of  shepherds  conveyed  a 
spirit  of  devoted  caretaking  suited  to  the  pasto¬ 
ral  life  of  biblical  days,  a  gentle  but  demanding 
Sherpa  guide  conveys  an  image  of  the  divine 
suited  to  hard  realities  of  the  approaching  21st 
century. 

For  example: 

■  We  could  use  fearless  Sherpa  guides  to  help 
us  find  our  way,  spiritually  and  otherwise, 
through  the  drugs-and-violence  wilderness  of 
modem  urban  life.  Congregations  or  individ¬ 
uals  who  can  provide  moral  and  spiritual  lead¬ 
ership  surely  qualify  for  honorary  Sherpa  status. 

■  We  could  use  determined  Sherpa  climbers 
to  help  would-be  peacemakers  scale  mountains 
of  deep-seated  hostilities  worldwide.  More  than 
a  few  such  expressions  of  the  divine  presence 
will  be  needed  to  conquer  conflicts  in  Bosnia, 
Israel,  Ireland,  Tibet  and  elsewhere. 

■  And  who  among  us  couldn't  use  a  Sherpa  of 
the  soul  for  courage  in  traversing  the  mysteries 
of  our  lives  as  we  cope  with  the  pain  and  prom¬ 
ise  that  reside  in  each  of  us? 

Literally,  of  course,  the  “land  of  the  Sherpa” 
can  be  precisely  located  on  a  map.  Just  locate 
Nepal.  More  challenging,  though,  is  identifying 
places  and  ways  in  which  figurative  Sherpas — 
embodiments  of  a  gentle-tough  God  for  our 
time — can  arise  among  us. 

It  was  such  a  Sherpa-like  One  who  was  exe¬ 
cuted  on  a  cross  long  ago  for  trying  to  guide  us 
all  to  life’s  mountaintop.  Being  a  Sherpa  has 
never  been  easy.  Nor  is  it  easy  to  trek  with  one. 

But  if  we  know  what’s  good  for  us,  we’ll  be  on 
the  lookout  for  the  Sherpas  among  us— and  ac¬ 
cept  their  gifts  to  us.  The  “treacherous  hills  and 
valleys”  through  which  they  are  ready  to  take  us 
are  the  ways  to  life  itself. 

•Pmphrw  by  Contributing  Editor  Stephen  Swedier 


'The  stranger  touched  every  one' 


By  BETTIE  W.  STORY 

They  poured  into  the  church 
until  its  sides  ached.  It  wasn’t 
Christmas  Eve  or  Easter,  but  they 
had  gotten  wind  of  a  celebration. 

The  regulars  felt  ill  at  ease,  and 
the  strangers  looked  expectant. 

The  crowd,  frankly,  was  gutsy 
America.  Some  smelled  of  sweat, 
others  of  cheap  perfume  and 
horse  bams.  In  widowed  black, 
Mrs.  Johnson  wore  her  best  Sun¬ 
day  go-to-meetin’  dress.  On  her 
gray  hat  was  pinned  a  rose. 

A  bunch  of  teens  from  a  youth 
farm  in  the  next  county  was 
dressed  for  a  masquerade  party. 
Two  had  purple  hair  that  stood 
straight  like  porcupine  quills; 
five  boys  sported  ponytails. 

Others  wore  jeans  with  the 
knees  cut  off  or  worn  out,  cow¬ 
boy  boots,  leather  jackets,  bead¬ 
ed  headbands.  There  were  dress 
suits  from  Penney’s  and  Saks 
Fifth  Avenue. 

Brenda  blew  bubbles  with  her 
gum  that  smelled  suspiciously  like 
gin.  Carlota,  with  castanets  click¬ 
ing,  began  to  dance  in  one  comer, 
and  those  nearby  crushed  against 
the  crowd  to  give  her  room. 

Jimmy,  with  steel  taps  on  his 


My  Witness 


Ms.  Story  is  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Central 
Illinois  Confer¬ 
ence  edition  of 
the  Reporter. 


soles,  took  up  the  dance,  and  the 
crowd  swayed  to  the  rhythm. 

When  would  the  leader  come 
to  break  up  this  sacrilege?  Mr. 
Kokotek  thought,  casting  guilty 
glances  at  the  cross  on  the  altar. 

An  African  drummer  accom¬ 
panied  Carlota  as  a  whole  section 
of  zealots  along  the  oak  commu¬ 
nion  rail  raised  their  voices  sev¬ 
eral  decibels.  But  they  were  not 
angry  and  violent;  they  actually 
listened  to  one  another. 

There  were  the  pro-choicers 
and  pro-lifers,  the  teachers  and 
prostitutes,  warriors  and  peace¬ 
makers  and  farmers  and  AIDS 
patients,  and  Miss  Lucy  who 
called  next  door  every  morning  if 
her  neighbor  did  not  bring  in  the 


paper  by  7:30. 

A  stranger  passed  in  and  out 
among  the  waiting  crowd.  As  he 
moved  they  began  to  clap  to  Car- 
lota’s  rhythm  and  the  beat  of  the 
dram.  They  hugged  one  another 
and  cheered.  They  danced  around 
the  benches  and  wondered  who 
had  made  them  act  so  crazy. 

They  actually  were  loving  one 
another — not  that  cheap  stuff 
here  today  and  gone  tomorrow. 
It  felt  like  forever. 

The  bearded  stranger  made 
sure  he  touched  every  single  one. 
He  waved  to  Carlota. 

“Join  the  lord  of  the  dance,” 
said  he  in  a  whisper,  but  she  heard 
him  from  across  the  sanctuary. 

He  smiled  as  he  listened  to  a 
pro-choicer  invite  a  pro-lifer 
home  for  dinner. 

“Ah,  yes!”  he  exclaimed  as  a 
prostitute  and  a  preacher  poured 
wine  into  the  communion  cup  and 
the  do-gooders  and  cynics  broke 
bread  together.  Then  he  slipped 
out  the  choir  exit  unnoticed. 

Jimmy,  not  missing  a  tap, 
cried,  “The  celebration  has 
come!  Let  us  begin!” 

And  Mrs.  Johnson  gave  her 
rose  to  Carlota. 


What  others  are  saying 


“What  is  the  potential  for  faith 
groups  in  the  field  of  health? 
What  if  your  congregation  mere¬ 
ly  linked  with  the  church, 
mosque  or  temple  down  fhe 
street  to  make  sure  your  neigh¬ 
borhood  had  adequate  medical 
care  and  that  every  person  went 
to  bed  adequately  fed?  Is  this  vi¬ 
sion  out  of  reach?” 

— Former  President  Jimmy  Car¬ 
ter,  Atlanta. 

*  *  * 

“You’re  supposed  to  treat  your 
body  as  a  vehicle  which  is  a 
gift  from  God  and  therefore  is  to 
be  nurtured  and  treasured. 
You’re  supposed  to  eat  properly, 
avoid  things  that  harm  the  body 
and  seek  medical  attention  when 
needed.” 

— Rabbi  Peter  Knobel,  Evanston, 
III. 

*  *  * 


“Christianity  rests  upon  God’s 
own  disclosure  to  us.  It  cannot 
tolerate  our  projection  of  our 
selves  onto  God.” 

—  Retired  United  Methodist 
Bishop  William  R.  Cannon,  writ¬ 
ing  in  Good  News  magazine. 

*  *  * 

“Somewhere  beneath  the  anger 
swirling  through  contemporary 
society  is  a  palpable  sense  of  grief 
and  betrayal  as  an  old  order 
passes  and  a  seemingly  more  in¬ 
secure  new  world  emerges.  Since 
the  Christian  church  generally  re¬ 
flects  the  surrounding  culture  far 
more  than  it  resists  or  transforms 
it,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the 
stress  and  anger  of  these  chang¬ 
ing  times  should  seep  into  the  life 
of  local  congregations.” 

— Michael  Smith  (a  pseudonym), 
writing  in  Christian  Century  on 
pastors  as  targets. 
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Symbol  of  unity 

This  cross  on  a  hilltop  in  Garrison,  N.Y.,  north  of  New 
York  City,  symbolizes  not  only  another  empty  cross  half¬ 
way  around  the  world  but  also  Christian  unity.  Near  this 
New  York  site  some  90  years  ago  began  what  has  become 
known  as  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity. 


For  flood  relief,  try  Wendy's 


By  TOM  SLACK 

The  boy  and  the  bishop  went 
to  lunch  at  Wendy’s. 

Thousands  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  nationwide  have  by  now 
heard  the  story  of  6-year-old 
Andy  Smoot  who,  with  the  help 
of  Bishop  Judith  Craig  (Ohio 
West  Area),  turned  a  Wendy’s 
gift  certificate  into  $536  for  flood 
relief  in  the  Midwest. 

Andy  received  a  $1  gift  certifi¬ 
cate  for  his  birthday  last  summer, 
then  donated  it  to  flood  relief 
through  the  conference  office. 

To  turn  the  certificate  into 
cash,  Bishop  Craig  offered  to 
take  the  winning  bidder  in  a  si¬ 
lent  auction  to  lunch  at  the  origi¬ 
nal  Wendy’s  restaurant  in 
downtown  Columbus.  Also  invit¬ 
ed  was  Wendy’s  founder  Dave 
Thomas. 

The  winners  were  Dayton 
North  District  Superintendent 
John  Dunham  and  his  wife,  Do¬ 
lores. 

Getting  Andy,  his  parents,  Ka¬ 
ren  and  Fred  Smoot,  and  the 
winning  bidders  to  agree  on  a 
date  was  not  easy.  And  audiences 
with  Dave  Thomas  take  a  half- 
year  to  arrange. 

Finally,  all  participants  except 
one  (in  California  promoting  a 
new  sandwich  on  TV)  agreed  to 
meet  and  eat  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  8. 

The  day  dawned  overcast  and 
icy,  with  hazardous  driving  condi¬ 
tions  and  worse  weather  predicat¬ 
ed  as  the  day  wore  on,  so  the 


My  Witness 


Mr.  Slack  is  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  West 
Ohio  United 
Methodist  Re¬ 
view,  a  sister 
publication  of 
the  Reporter. 


lunch  party  was  three  Smoots,  one 
bishop  and  one  photographer. 

We  met  at  the  bishop’s  office 
where  the  staff  who  helped  put 
the  auction  together  got  to  meet 
Andy,  by  now  a  small-scale  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  celebrity. 

Then  we  walked  the  four 
blocks  in  the  ice  and  snow  to 
Wendy’s. 

At  the  festive  meal  we  learned 
Andy’s  thinking:  He  had  heard 
on  television  that  people  had  to 
leave  their  homes  as  flood  waters 
rose.  He  knew  that  if  they  lost 
their  kitchens,  they  would  still 
need  to  eat.  And  “there  are 
Wendy’s  every  place.” 

Bishop  Craig  told  Andy’s  mom 
that  she  realized  how  widely  his 
story  had  been  shared  when  she 
arrived  to  preach  at  a  distant 
congregation  and  the  “Mission 
Minute”  was  the  story  of  the  lit¬ 
tle  boy  who  gave  his  gift  certifi¬ 
cate  for  flood  relief. 

Unawed  by  his  fame,  the  celeb¬ 
rity  of  the  gathering  carefully 
cleaned  the  bottom  of  a  Frosty 


cup  and  mugged  incessantly  for 
the  photographer. 

The  photo  opportunity  over, 
Andy  left,  holding  his  mom’s 
hand,  heading  for  home  and  a 
fireplace  on  a  stormy  winter  day, 
trailing  the  melted  hearts  of  two 
dozen  new  friends,  on  the  way 
the  next  morning  to  bemuse  a 
kindergarten  teacher  who  got 
Andy’s  excuse  for  a  school  ab¬ 
sence  signed  by  ...  a  bishop? 

Off  he  went,  a  little  child  show¬ 
ing  the  way  to  the  Kingdom. 


Bishop  (udith  Craig  and  Andy 
Smoot  after  lunch  at  Wendy's. 


This  native  son  of  Palestine  exhibits  love 


Bosnia 


It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  John 
Lovelace’s  failure  to  note  that  Fa¬ 
ther  Elias  Chacour  is  a  Palestinian 
was  an  oversight  (see  Reporter, 
March  18). 

To  refer  to  this  native  son  of  Pales¬ 
tine  as  an  Israeli  is  technically  correct 
but  enormously  misleading.  He  lives 
in  Israel  because  his  homeland  was 
occupied  by  foreign  invaders. 

As  a  child  he  uncovered  the  bodies 
of  Palestinians  from  a  neighboring 
village  of  Gish,  killed  by  Zionist  oc¬ 
cupiers.  In  Chacour’s  “Blood  Broth¬ 
ers”  he  relates  how  his  family  moved 
to  Gish,  left  empty  by  the  murder  of 
its  defenseless  inhabitants. 

United  Methodists  do  not  need 
sanitized  articles  of  this  kind.  Rath¬ 
er  we  need  the  unvarnished  truth  to 
break  the  stereotypes  and  to  under¬ 
stand  how  truly  exemplary  is  Father 
Chacour’s  love  for  all  people — 
Christian,  Moslem  or  Jewish— in 
light  of  Israel’s  treatment  of  him 


and  his  fellow  Palestinians. 

Margaret  Hamra 
Chesterfield,  Missouri 

Set  examples 

Regarding  a  “Faith  Watch”  item 
headlined  “Coming  Out  Sunday”  in 
the  Feb.  25  Reporter: 

The  item  says  that  the  idea  for 
“the  Sunday”  began  with  four  de¬ 
nominations  including  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  I  wasn’t  aware 
that  The  United  Methodist  Church 
sanctions  lesbians  and  gay  men  as 
full  partners  in  ministry. 

All  of  us  are  sinners,  but  our 
preachers  should  set  examples  that 
are  taught  in  the  Bible. 

Alton  Holt 
Chireno,  Texas 

Editor's  note:  The  observance 
isn't  sanctioned  officially  by  The 
United  Methodist  Church  but  is 
supported  by  local  congregations  as 
they  choose.  Some  of  those  congre- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

gations  participate  in  the  Reconcil¬ 
ing  Congregations  program,  in 
which  local  congregations  may  de¬ 
cide  publicly  to  welcome  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  all  people  regardless  of 
sexual  orientation. 

It's  very  sad 

In  1861  a  young  couple  from  the 
Deer  Creek  community  and  their 
families  were  on  their  way  to  San 
Saba  to  get  married  by  a  Methodist 
preacher,  but  the  bride  to  be  was 
killed  by  the  Indians. 

They  got  a  Methodist  preacher  to 
come  out  and  have  the  funeral. 
There  were  so  many  people  he  de¬ 
cided  to  start  a  church  and  come 
out  once  a  month: 


Sometimes  the  people  would  take 
food  and  sleep  in  their  wagons  and 
stay  a  week  or  two.  Later  it  moved 
to  Fredonia,  a  thriving  little  town 
those  days. 

In  June  the  Fredonia  United 
Methodist  Church  will  have  its  last 
service.  To  me,  that’s  very  sad. 

No  street  names, 

No  street  gangs. 

No  street  lights, 

No  street  fights 

17  miles  to  a  loaf  of  bread. 

Milton  Dendy 
Fredonia,  Texas 

Perpetual  membership? 

I  eagerly  read  the  article  about 
the  two  Presbyterian  churches  co¬ 
operating  by  loaning  members  from 
an  established  church  to  assist  a 
smaller,  struggling  church  (see 
UMR,  March  4).  So  often  we  tend 
to  focus  on  our  own  local  congrega¬ 
tion  and  fail  to  work  together. 

But  I  was  grieved  to  read  that  the 


There  is  something  you  can  do 


"Dear  Julika, 

"I  must  be  strong  and 
help  my  family  as  much  as 
I  can,  but  in  this  crazy  time 
it  is  difficult.  It  is  difficult  to 
struggle  when  you  have 
no  water,  no  electricity,  no 
food,  and  [little]  telephone 
service  ...We  live  through 
each  and  every  day,  and 
always  you  think  that  it  will 
be  better,  but  it  always 
gets  worse..."  writes  Raza. 
a  Bosnian  Muslim  woman  in 
Bosnia-Hercegovina.  to  her 
long-time  Bosnian  Serbian 
friend  who  recently  was  forced 
to  flee  Bosnia. 


Refugees  near  Mostar  wait  for  food. 
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Ronald  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace 
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volunteers  had  to  “sign  an  agree¬ 
ment  promising  they  will  return  to 
their  own  flock  at  the  end  of  the 
loan  period.” 

We  spend  so  much  energy  worry¬ 
ing  that  people  will  be  stolen  away 
from  our  congregation  that  we  are 
unable  to  give  our  blessings  to  peo¬ 
ple  who  feel  called  to  serve  in  an¬ 
other  place. 

We  are  charged  to  bring  people 
into  a  full  life  in  Christ  and  not  nec¬ 
essarily  into  perpetual  membership 
in  one  congregation. 

Nancy  Thurston 
Fargo,  North  Dakota 


You  can  help!  UMCOR  is  serving  the  people  of  Bosnia-Hercegovina 
by  building  a  desperately  needed  hospital  and  shelter  for  refugees 
and  by  providing  medical  supplies. 

UMCOR  ADVANCE  #333350-1,  former  Yugoslavia  emergency 


For  more  information  contact:  UMCOR  Disaster  Response  Office,  Rm  1374.  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  475  Riverside  Dr.,  New  York.  NY  10115.  212/870-3809  (fax  212/870-3624). 


Make  your  check  payable  to  your  local  church.  Be  sure  to  write  the  Advance  code  number 
on  the  check.  For  local  church  and  annual  conference  credit,  give  your  gift  to  your  local 
church  treasurer  Gifts  are  forwarded  to:  Advance  GCFA,  PO  Box  9068.  GPO.  New  York,  NY 
10087-9068. 
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TIGHTER  SECURITY  MEASURES: 

Trustees  of  the  United  Methodist  South  Caro¬ 
lina  Annual  Conference  have  approved  a 
$7,5000  security  system  following  a  recent  at¬ 
tack  on  staff  members  of  the  South  Carolina 
Christian  Advocate.  The  Rev.  Willie  Teague, 
editor,  was  assaulted  and  robbed,  and  Allison 
Askins,  managing  editor,  was  robbed,  both  in 
the  conference  parking  lot  where  Bishop 
Joseph  B.  Bethea  (South  Carolina  Area)  was 
assaulted  in  1992.  A  car  belonging  to  Carolyn 
Briscoe,  council  chairperson,  was  vandalized. 
Police  recovered  Ms.  Askins’  car  two  days  lat¬ 
er  and  arrested  three  men  in  connection  with 
the  incident. 

TALKS  CONTINUE:  Representatives  of 

a  United  Methodist-Roman  Catholic  dialogue 
team  in  the  United  States  have  recommended 
continued  communications  between  the  two  de¬ 
nominations.  That  recommendation  will  be 
considered  by  the  United  Methodist  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns  when  it  meets  April  7-10  in 
Atlanta.  The  commission  co-sponsored  the  dia¬ 
logue  with  the  Catholic  Bishops’  Committee 
on  Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Affairs. 

CORRECTION:  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter  erroneously  reported  March  25  that 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  Dilday  had  been  told  to 
leave  the  on-campus  presidential  home  immedi¬ 
ately  following  his  firing  from  Southwestern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas.  They  were  allowed  three  months.  The 
Reporter  regrets  the  error. 

EL  SALVADOR  ELECTS:  A  United 

Methodist  missionary  who  observed  the  March 
20  elections  in  El  Salvador  has  reported  some 
problems  with  voter  registration  and  intimida¬ 
tion.  Peggy  Heiner,  a  peace  with  justice  educa¬ 
tor  for  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  was  part  of  a  10-member 
team  sponsored  by  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA.  The  NCC 
team  joined  30  other  teams  of  observers  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Latin  American  Council  of 
Churches,  Lutheran  World  Federation  and 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

'RE-IMAGINING'  DENOUNCED: 

Individuals  representing  conservative  renewal 
groups  from  several  U.S.  and  Canadian  main¬ 
line  Protestant  denominations  released  a  state¬ 
ment  March  23  denouncing  a  Re-Imagining 
conference  in  Minneapolis  Nov.  4-7.  Affirming 
contributions  and  roles  of  women  throughout 
Christendom,  the  renewal  leaders  called  on 
their  denominations  to  “renounce  the  idolatrous 
worship,  false  teaching  and  syncretism”  of  the 
ecumenically  sponsored  conference. 

COOPERATION  URGED:  Legislative 
bodies  of  three  historically  black  Methodist  de¬ 
nominations  and  The  United  Methodist 
Church  are  being  asked  to  create  study  com¬ 
missions  on  Pan-Methodist  cooperation.  The 
commissions  will  implement  local  cooperative 
ventures  and  “heal  the  history  of  hurt”  that 
created  the  black  denominations.  The  proposal, 
made  by  the  Commission  on  Pan-Methodist 
Cooperation  in  mid-March,  will  go  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  of  the  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  (CME)  Church  in  June  and  to  other 
legislative  bodies  in  1996.  Organized  in  1985, 
the  commission  includes  representatives  from 
the  CME,  United  Methodist,  African  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  and  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Zion  denominations. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Gleanings  of  hope  in  a  tortured  land 


He  watching  over  Israel  slumbers 
not  nor  sleeps. 

Psalm  121:4 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

JERUSALEM— At  2:30  a.m., 
as  a  traveler  awaits  a  taxi  to  the 
airport,  Jerusalem  seems  at 
peace. 

Gone  from  the  ancient  Walled 
City’s  narrow  walkways  are  the 
Christian  pilgrims  with  their 
icons  and  prayer  books;  the  Arab 
shopkeepers  and  their  clients/ 
kinsmen  in  flowing  robes  and 
shawled  heads;  the  Jewish  schol¬ 
ars  and  believers  in  their  distinc¬ 
tive  black  suits  and  tall  hats. 

Even  the  commercial  streets  in 
the  modem  city  are  relatively 
quiet. 

Comes  the  dawn,  though,  and 
all  of  these  return  to  a  unique, 
uneasy  coexistence  in  a  place 
Christians,  Muslims  and  Jews 
claim  as  holy. 

By  day,  soldiers  carry  guns 

By  day,  two  other  groups  join 
them:  Tourists,  carrying  maps, 
cameras  and  travelers’  checks, 
and  Israeli  soldiers  carrying  sub¬ 
machine  guns. 

On  this  day  no  shots  are  fired, 
no  stones  thrown.  This,  by  Jeru¬ 
salem’s  terms,  is  peace. 

At  Hebron,  however,  some  20 
miles  away,  the  peace  is  far  more 
tenuous.  Here  only  days  earlier  a 
U.S.-bom  physician  and  Jewish 
settler,  Baruch  Goldstein,  has 
opened  fire  in  a  mosque  sacred 
to  both  Muslims  and  Jews.  His 
automatic  gun  kills  at  least  29 
Palestinian  worshipers  and 
wounds  90  others  before  he  him¬ 
self  is  killed. 

Arabs  resent  settlements 

One  quickly  learns  that  the 
Jewish  settlements,  like  the  one 
where  Dr.  Goldstein  lived,  are  a 
particularly  sore  spot.  The  Arabs 
resent  these  modem  medium-rise 
campus-like  buildings  built  on 
prime  hilltop  (scenic)  or  grazing 
(economic)  land.  Further,  the  set¬ 
tlements’  high-density  popula¬ 
tion  gives  the  Jews  ballot-box 
control  of  the  area. 

After  the  massacre,  peace  talks 
between  Israel  and  the  Palestine 
Liberation  Organization  stop  im¬ 
mediately.  An  Israeli  commis¬ 
sion  begins  the  most  probing 
inquiry  of  that  government’s  pol¬ 
icies  since  the  Jewish-occupied 
territories  were  seized  by  Israel 
in  the  1967  Arab-Israeli  war. 

Israel  outlaws  members  of  two 
radical  clans.  Jewish  settlers  arm 
themselves.  Arab  clans  vow  ven¬ 
geance. 

'One  HAS  to  be  hopeful' 

One  leader  of  Israel’s  Christian 
minority  (about  2  percent  of  the 
population)  tells  a  visiting  journal¬ 
ist,  “There  is  only  one  Christian 
response.  One  has  to  be  hopeful 
that  the  God  of  love  and  hope  is 
actually  in  this  situation.” 

Following  are  gleanings  of 
hope  sifted  from  hours  of  talking 
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Top,  young  Israeli  soldiers  armed  with  submachine  guns  guard  the  walls  and  gates  of  Old 
Jerusalem.  Tensions  were  especially  high  this  day  as  the  Muslim  holy  season  of  Ramadan 
neared  its  end  and  crowds  of  worshipers  were  larger  than  usual. 

Lower  left,  boys  enjoy  volleyball  on  the  grounds  of  Hope  Secondary  School  in  the  Beth¬ 
lehem  suburb  of  Beit  jala.  United  Methodists  help  "sponsor”  students  at  the  school. 

Lower  right,  Palestinian  physician  Salim  Anati  displays  the  identification  card  without 
which  he,  like  other  Palestinians  in  Israel,  is  subject  to  questioning  and  possible  arrest. 


with  people  who  call  this  land 
home. 

The  Rev.  Frans 
Bouwen,  director,  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Justice 
and  Peace  Center,  Je¬ 
rusalem 

Fatigued  from  having  arrived 
only  the  night  before  from  two 
weeks  in  Ethiopia,  this  priest 
nonetheless  quickly  applies  his 
28  years’  experience  in  Jerusalem 
to  the  journalist’s  questions. 

“The  Jewish  attitude  is  com¬ 
plex,”  he  begins.  “They  fear  that 
they  are  endangered.  The  holo¬ 
caust  plays  an  important  role  in 
that  fear.  Survivors  come  here 
bringing  souvenirs  to  keep  that 
fear  alive  on  purpose. 

“They  are  convinced  that  this 
land  belongs  to  them,  so  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  for  them  to  see  that  their 
coming  here  creates  an  injustice 


against  the  Palestinians.  They 
think  the  Palestinians  are  re¬ 
pulsed  by  them,  and  they  feel 
threatened  by  people  who,  they 
think,  refuse  to  live  with  them. 

“The  Jews  rarely  question  the 
conditions  under  which  they 
came  here.  In  the  early  years  and 
even  now  they  will  come  upon 
land  or  a  home  from  which  the 
Arabs  have  been  driven  or  which 
the  Arabs  have  abandoned  and 
they  will  say,  ‘I  did  not  see  the 
other  people  here,  thus  this  place 
must  be  mine.’  ” 

Father  Bouwen  switches  to  an¬ 
other  ages-old  topic. 

“The  average 
Jew  would  not 
say  that  he  is 
from  the  same 
Semitic  race  as 
the  Arabs.  An 
intellectual  Jew 
might,  but  not 
the  average. 

“There  is  an  Frans  Bouwen 


immense  cultural  gap  among  the 
Jews.  Western  Jews,  particularly 
European  and  North  and  South 
American,  consider  themselves 
intellectually  superior  even  to 
other  Jews,  particularly  Oriental 
Jews.  They  question  the  others’ 
religious  orthodoxy  and  are  re¬ 
luctant  to  allow  the  others’  rabbis 
to  function.” 

What  advice  would  he  have  for 
American  Christians  planning  to 
visit  Israel? 

“First  the  Christian  pilgrim 
should  see  the  beginnings  of  our 
faith  so  that  the  Old  Testament 
becomes  a  personal  sabbatical 
and  the  land  is  seen  as  the  geog¬ 
raphy  of  salvation. 

“But  the  true  pilgrim  must  not 
separate  the  sites  from  the  living 
Christian  community.  There  has 
always  been  a  witness  to  the  gospel 
in  this  place.  It  is  good  to  spend 
two  evenings  listening  to  some¬ 
one — one  from  each  side — answer 
questions.  The  Christian  presence 


here  cannot  be  separated  from  the 
Jewish  and  Muslim  presence.  We 
have  to  live  together.” 

Referring  to  the  tiny  Christian 
minority  in  Israel,  Father 
Bouwen  says,  “If  anyone  wants 
to  build  bridges  they  have  to  start 
on  one  side  or  the  other.  When 
that  side  is  firmly  rooted  then 
they  can  reach  out  to  the  other 
side.  But  the  Christian  communi¬ 
ty  is  too  small  to  be  the  center 
link.  The  church  must  be  active 
but  it  must  also  be  humble.” 

Palestinian  refugee 

Dr.  Salim  Anati,  a  Palestinian 
Muslim,  is  the  only  medical  doc¬ 
tor  living  in  this  camp  of  10,000 
just  outside  Jerusalem.  A  United 
Nations-run  clinic  operates  six 
hours  per  day.  After  hours,  he’s  it. 

The  general  practitioner  wel¬ 
comes  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  Bob  and  Peggy 
Hannum,  veteran  travelers  in 
this  area  who  moved  here  last  fall 
from  the  New  England  confer¬ 
ence,  and  two  other  visitors  to 
his  home.  The  cramped  three- 
level  structure  took  him  and  his 
brothers  10  years  to  build.  Eigh¬ 
teen  people,  including  his  moth¬ 
er,  his  wife,  their  four  sons  and 
some  of  his  1 1  siblings  and  their 
families,  live  here. 

His  salary  of  $700  per  month 
from  a  hospital  in  Jerusalem 
makes  him  better  off  than  many, 
he  admits,  and  conditions  at  this 
camp  are  far  from  the  worst 
among  the  28  refugee  camps 
housing  1.2  million  Palestinians 
under  Israeli  military  rule. 

His  wife,  a  native  of  Hebron’, 
lost  two  relatives  in  the  massa¬ 
cre.  On  that  day,  Feb.  25,  so 
much  violence  broke  out  be¬ 
tween  refugees  and  Jewish  sol¬ 
diers  guarding  this  camp  that  Dr. 
Anati  treated  70  injured  Pales¬ 
tinians  in  his  home  “clinic.”  1 

“Everything  here  is  expensive 
except  human  beings,”  says  the 
doctor  whose  family  has  been  herb 
since  the  camp  opened  in  1966. 
The  family  farm  outside  Tel  Aviy 
was  confiscated  to  make  room  for 
the  David  Ben  Gurion  Airport,, 

“There’s  no  comparison  be¬ 
tween  us  and  poor  people  in  the 
United  States,”  he  insists'. 
“There  you  are  free  to  move 
about.  Here  we  have  no  citizen¬ 
ship.  We  must  carry  our  identifi¬ 
cation  card  at  all  times.  We  can 
be  jailed  if  we  don’t  have  it. 

“We  live  like  sardines,  rich 
and  poor  from  57  towns  and  vil¬ 
lages.  We’re  not  allowed  to  have 
any  government.  If  we’re  sus¬ 
pected  of  doing  anything  wrong, 
they  can  bring  in  tanks  and  barri¬ 
cade  or  demolish  our  house.” 

His  voice  takes  on  a  sharp  edge 
as  he  adds,  “We  get  no  U.S.  moh- 
ey.  What  we  do  get  from  the  U.S. 
are  tear  gas  and  bullets.”  (He  re¬ 
fers  to  U.S.-made  arms  sold  to  the 
Israelis  and  sometimes  used  to 
quell  refugee  uprisings.) 

What  can  we  do?  he  was  asked. 

Without  missing  a  beat,  he  an¬ 
swers,  “Tell  your  people.  Just  tell 
your  people.” 


They  don't  mind  hearing  about  Jesus  Christ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BETHLEHEM— United  Method¬ 
ists  help  support  projects  which  aid 
the  young  and  old  in  Beit  Jala,  a 
suburb  of  Bethlehem  less  than  10 
miles  from  Jerusalem. 

Two  of  these  are  the  Hope  Sec¬ 
ondary  School  and  the  Beit-Jala 
Charitable  Society  for  the  Aged. 

Hope  Secondary  School 

Mennonites  started  this  school 
for  boys  in  1962.  They  ran  it  until 
1976,  then  handed  it  over  to  the 
Arab  Charitable  Society. 

Headmaster  Solomon  Nour,  a 
Palestinian  Christian,  points  to  a 
brass  plaque  in  the  foyer  acknowl¬ 
edging  United  Methodist  financial 
support— primarily,  he  says, 
through  “sponsorships”  of  $100  or 
so  per  year  of  individual  students. 

With  an  enrollment  40  percent 
Muslim,  60  percent  Christian,  the 
school  is  well  known  throughout  the 
West  Bank,  says  Mr.  Nour.  Girls 
began  being  allowed  to  attend  three 
years  ago,  and  this  year’s  enroll¬ 
ment  of  1 10  includes  18  girls. 

Each  school  day  begins  with  30 
minutes  of  Bible  reading.  One  Mus¬ 
lim  parent  told  Mr.  Nour,  “I  don’t 
mind  my  children  hearing  about  Je¬ 
sus  Christ.” 

Christians  and  Muslims  eat  at  the 


same  table,  and  Mr:  Nour  said  he  is 
convinced  that  Muslim  students’ 
behavior  changes  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  Christian  students  and  fac¬ 
ulty  and  morning  prayers. 

Students  in  grades  7-12  study 
economics,  marketing,  English,  Ar¬ 
abic  and  other  subjects  in  what  the 
headmaster  described  as  a  business 
sequence.  The  school  hopes  to  add 
a  science  sequence  and  to  expand  to 
grades  13  and  14,  similar  to  junior- 
college  level.  Graduates  have  good 
records  in  securing  jobs,  he  adds. 

How  did  the  Feb.  25  massacre  at 
Hebron  affect  the  school? 

Mr.  Nour’s  face  darkens  as  he 
says,  “We  have  some  boys  from 
there,  but  we  didn’t  get  any  news. 
They  have  gone  home  for  Ramadan 
(Muslim  holy  days).  They  may  have 
learned  bad  news  there.  We  will 
find  out  when  they  return.” 

Beit-Jala  Charitable 
Society  for  the  Aged 

A  $5,000  grant  last  year  from  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  helped  renovate 
and  equip  a  modem  office  at  this 
two-story  former  school  building 
which  can  house  up  to  30  elderly 
people. 

A  kerosene  stove  provides  sparse 
heat  in  an  otherwise  unheated  down- 
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BEIT  JALA,  Israel — This  old  man 
cheerily  welcomed  visitors  to 
the  home  for  the  elderly  which 
United  Methodists  have  sup¬ 
ported  financially.  And,  in  good 
Middle  Eastern  hospitality,  he 
strongly  bid  the  visitors  return. 

stairs.  Ambulatory  residents  cheerily 
greet  visitors  in  the  hallway. 

Upstairs  a  vivacious  woman,  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  former  professional  sing¬ 
er  and  dancer,  extends  her  hand  in 
greeting  from  her  rumpled  bed  where 
she  is  confined  with  a  broken  hip. 

A  Palestinian  Christian,  Issa  Naj¬ 


jar,  started  this  home  in  1976.  A 
board  of  directors  helps  establish 
policies  and  a  budget,  but  it  runs 
mainly  on  the  charm  and  strength 
of  this  75-year-old  man  who  has  a 
canny  sense  of  public  relations. 

In  addition  to  providing  food, 
lodging  and  medical  care  for  resi¬ 
dents — currently  at  about  half  ca¬ 
pacity — the  charitable  society 
distributes  just  over  100  food  pack¬ 
ages  (sugar,  rice,  tea,  canned  goods) 
to  needy  elderly  in  the  area. 

It  also  distributes  30  hot  meals 
twice  a  week  to  elderly  people  able 
otherwise  to  live  in  their  own 
homes.  During  1993,  the  society 
distributed  2,060  hot  meals. 

Economic  conditions  deteriorated 
following  the  Persian  Gulf  War  in 
1991,  Mr.  Najjar  says.  Highest  on  the 
society’s  needs  list  are  a  second-hand 
station  wagon  to  deliver  hot  meals,  a 
television  for  residents,  a  computer 
and  printer  for  the  society’s  social 
worker  and  medical  supplies. 

In  addition  to  the  above  projects, 
United  Methodists  may  support  the 
following  Advance-approved  proj¬ 
ects  in  Israel:  Bethlehem  Bible  Col¬ 
lege  (#0 1 0824-2  AS),  Galilee 
Community  Center  (#01  1543- 
1DN),  Jerusalem  Infant  Welfare 
Center  (#01  1  544-2RA)  and  mis¬ 
sionary  vehicle  and  office  equip¬ 
ment  (#010792-1AS). 


A  new  name... 
the  same 
great  television! 

The  VISN/ACTS  Channel  is  now  the 

Faith®  Values 

CHANNEL 

Making  faith  visibleon  television 

United  Methodist  programming  figures  prominently  in  the 
Faith  &  Values  Channel  schedule.  It’s  a  great  opportunity  to 
share  our  message  with  our  own  members  and  the  general  public! 

To  find  out  how  to  get  the  Faith  &  Values  Channel 
in  your  area,  contact  Beverly  Judge  at 

74  Trinity  Place,  Suite  1810,  New  York,  NY  10006 
Phone  (212)  602-9622 
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Faith 

-connections 

SEMINARY  DEAN:  The  Rev.  Robin  W. 
Lovin,  dean  of  the  Theological  School  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Drew 
University  in  Madison, 

N.J.,  has  been  named  dean 
of  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  Southern  Methodist 
University.  Dr.  Lovin,  who 
will  hold  the  rank  of  pro¬ 
fessor  of  ethics,  has  been 
dean  at  Drew  since  1991. 

He  previously  held  faculty 
appointments  at  the  University  of  Chicago  Di¬ 
vinity  School  and  at  Emory  University’s  Can  - 
dler  School  of  Theology  in  Atlanta.  He 
succeeds  the  Rev.  James  E.  Kirby,  who  will  re¬ 
turn  to  full-time  teaching  at  Perkins. 

STUDY  GUIDE  FOR  YOUTH:  Edi¬ 
tors  of  the  international  devotional  guide,  The 
Upper  Room,  are  studying  creating  an  upbeat 
devotional  publication  for  youths.  Plans  for  the 
feasibility  study  and  for  tests  of  different  for¬ 
mats  for  the  new  guide  for  youth  in  grades  7- 
12  were  unveiled  recently  to  voting  members 
of  United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship.  The  board  approved  the  idea,  which 
had  been  referred  to  it  by  the  denomination’s 
legislative  body  in  1992. 

SEXUAL  ABUSE  SUPPORT:  About 

200  United  Methodists  at  a  national  “Victims/ 
Survivors  Advocates”  event  this  fall  will  be 
trained  to  support  victims  of  clergy  sexual  mis¬ 
conduct.  According  to  planners,  the  Oct.  5-9 
event  will  equip  advocates,  primarily  laywom- 
en,  to  help  individuals  who  bring  sexual  abuse 
or  harassment  complaints  against  United 
Methodist  clergy  or  other  church  professionals. 
The  event  will  be  co-sponsored  by  the  church’s 
General  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women  and  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Churches  band  together, 
fight  neighborhood  slump 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Editor 

Culturally  rich  but  economi¬ 
cally  impoverished. 

Those  five  words  describe 
much  of  life  along  the  bays,  bay¬ 
ous  and  backwaters  of  the  Gulf 
Coast,  where  United  Methodists 
help  celebrate  the  culture  and 
buoy  the  bereft. 

The  linchpin  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists  there  is  our  national  mis¬ 
sion  arm — technically  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  National  Program  Division. 

On  a  recent  week,  mission 
board  staffer  Wayne  Cowan 
guided  four  journalists  along  out- 
of-the-way  paths  to  see  Christian 
love  surviving  in  mission  out¬ 
posts  where  precious  little  other 
love  may  live. 

This  article  and  three  to  follow 
provide  snapshot  views  from 
Florida  to  Missisippi. 

PENSACOLA,  Florida 

People  like  Vivian  are  the  rea¬ 
son  why  Richards  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  voted 
not  to  move  from  its  changing 
neighborhood. 

“I  raised  eight  children  here 
and  I  can’t  afford  to  move,”  she 
told  the  visitors.  “We’ve  got  to 
clean  up  our  neighborhood.  God 
wants  us  to  be  clean.” 

The  difference  is  that  Richards 
UMC  isn’t  alone.  It’s  one  of  eight 
churches  making  up  the  Greater 
Pensacola  Community  Organiza¬ 
tions  (GPCO). 

Dating  to  1986,  GPCO  fights 


crime,  drugs,  rundown  property 
(much  of  it  owned  by  absentee 
landlords),  second-rate  schools 
and  other  issues  as  determined 
by  member  organizations. 

Peter  Phillips,  the  group’s  part- 
time  director,  describes  the  work 
as  laying  down  two  footsteps:  (1) 
meeting  immediate  needs  of  food, 
clothing  and  housing  and  (2)  con¬ 
fronting  Pensacola  city  and  Es¬ 
cambia  County  leaders  with  a 
unified  force  for  law  enforcement 
and  community  improvement. 

The  job’s  never  done,  GPCO 
leaders  admitted,  as  they  divided 
the  visiting  journalists  into  small 
groups  and  drove  them  to  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  community. 

A  corner  liquor  store  still 
draws  a  crowd,  but  the  loitering 
and  lewd  behavior  are  “80  per¬ 
cent  better  than  three  years  ago 
because  we  refused  to  give  up,” 
says  one  GPCO  activist.  “The 
police  department  got  tired  of  us 
and  we  got  some  better  laws  and 
better  law  enforcement.” 

Junk  cars  pile  up  in  some  resi¬ 
dential  yards,  far  beyond  the  le¬ 
gal  limit  of  one  per  property 
owner.  A  GPCO  volunteer  leader 
patrols  the  area  nightly  in  his  car, 
staring  at  neighbors  who  know 
he’s  keeping  an  eye  on  them.  His 
head  tilts  to  the  left  as  he  indi¬ 
cates  an  abandoned  house  he 
says  is  a  drug  center. 

Have  you  ever  been  threat¬ 
ened?  he  is  asked.  Yes,  answers 
the  black  Baptist  deacon,  “but 
you  just  do  the  right  thing  and  let 
God  lead  you.” 

The  job’s  never  done  at  the 


“official”  end,  either,  because 
about  the  time  GPCO  gets  the 
ear  of  one  city  or  county  official, 
that  person  leaves  office  “and  we 
have  to  start  over  with  new 
ones.” 

They  do  everything  through  a 
four-step  plan: 

y  Reach  out — what  are  the  is¬ 
sues? 

y  Research — what  can  we  do 
about  it? 

y  Action  meeting — how 
many  people  can  we  get  behind 
this? 

y  Evaluation — how’d  we  do? 

The  third  step — action  meet¬ 
ing — proves  especially  effective. 
A  publicity  committee  works 
hard  in  advance,  making  sure  to 
get  the  attention  of  city,  county 
or  other  appropriate  officials  and 
to  help  draw  a  crowd. 

One  action  meeting  backed  by 
Richards  UMC  and  three  Baptist 
churches  drew  more  than  400 
people.  Result:  The  state  attor¬ 
ney’s  office  formed  a  task  force 
to  reduce  prostitution  in  the 
community,  more  than  100  ar¬ 
rests  were  made,  two  hotels  were 
closed  for  criminal  activity,  and 
the  sheriff  set  up  a  substation  in 
the  area. 

Why  should  the  church  be  do¬ 
ing  this? 

Mr.  Phillips  answers,  “Other 
organizations  don’t  have  faith 
and  values  to  sustain  their  work. 
We  do.” 

The  Baptist  deacon  adds,  “It’s 
best  to  work  together  because 
there’s  just  one  heaven.” 


On  the  Road  with  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

Missions  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 


Florida 


UMR  MAP  BY  DfflRA  MCXMGHT 


Reporter  Editor  John  A.  Lovelace  recently 
returned  from  a  tour  of  United  Methodist 
ministries  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The 
map  above  identifies  cities  where  these 
ministries  are  located.  All  are  related  to 
the  church's  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 
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PENSACOLA,  Fla. — Loitering  and  lewd  behavior  at  this  liquor 
store  are  ”80  percent  better  than  three  years  ago  because  we 
refused  to  give  up,"  says  one  activist  in  the  Greater  Pensacola 
Community  Organizations.  United  Methodists  are  among  eight 
churches  making  up  the  coalition  (see  accompanying  story). 


Kellie  Martin  stars  as  a  young  missionary  school  teacher  in  "Chris¬ 
ty,"  a  new  drama  series  premiering  with  a  two-hour  episode  Sun¬ 
day,  April  3,  8-10  p.m.  EST  on  CBS.  The  series  is  based  on  the 
best-selling  book  by  the  late  Catherine  Marshall  about  her  mother 
(see  accompanying  review). 


'Christy'  has 
unusual  ring 
of  reality 

By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

The  success  of  “Dr.  Quinn,  Medi¬ 
cine  Woman”  seems  to  have  con¬ 
vinced  the  television  network 
officials  that  there  is  an  audience 
for  high-minded  dramas  which  hon¬ 
estly  portray  both  our  nation’s  past 
and  people  of  faith. 

Having  scored  with  “Dr.  Quinn” 
on  Saturday  nights,  CBS  is  trying 
similar  fare  with  “Christy.” 

Not  only  is  “Christy”  set  in  a 
mission  school,  its  most  sympathet¬ 
ically-portrayed  characters  are  a 
Christian  teacher,  an  attractive 
young  preacher  and  a  missionary. 

Hard  to  be  a  Christian 

Adapted  from  Catherine  Mar¬ 
shall’s  best-selling  novel  based  on  her 
mother’s  years  of  teaching  in  Appala¬ 
chia,  “Christy”  shows  us  how  hard — 
and  how  good — it  can  be  to  lead  a 
Christian  life. 

Set  in  Tennessee  in  1912  and 
filmed  entirely  on  location  in  the 
Smoky  Mountains,  “Christy”  opens 
with  the  arrival  of  a  spirited  young 
woman  fresh  from  a  sheltered  life  in 
the  refined  and  confining  society  of 
Asheville,  N.C.  Christy  Huddleston 
(played  by  Kellie  Martin)  has  come 
to  teach  at  a  mission  school  and  to 
get  away  from  home. 

Little  more  than  a  naive  teenager 
herself,  Christy  soon  faces  a  class¬ 
room  full  of  barefoot,  hungry  chil¬ 
dren  ranging  in  age  from  5  through 
high  school. 

Christy  has  been  drawn  to  the 
school  by  a  speech  given  by  a  Quaker 
missionary,  Alice  Henderson  (Tyne 
Daly),  at  her  church  in  Asheville.  Be¬ 
fore  long,  however,  Christy’s  faith 
and  calling  will  be  tested  by  the  prob¬ 
lems  she  encounters  there. 

Almost  immediately,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  she  and  the  preacher  who  start¬ 
ed  the  mission,  David  Grantland 
(Randall  Batinkoff)  are  drawn  into 


Reporter  staff  special 

The  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Bene¬ 
fits  has  declined  to  comment  pub¬ 
licly  on  the  latest  ruling  in  an 
Illinois  Department  of  Employment 
Security  case  in  which  the  board  is 
involved. 

The  board,  based  in  Evanston, 
Ill.,  has  30  days  from  the  March  10 
ruling  to  file  an  appeal.  An  attorney 
for  the  board  indicated  that  an  ap- 


a  dangerous  conflict  with  moon- 
shining  and  a  local  moonshiner. 

With  time  and  timely  guidance 
from  Alice,  though,  Christy  begins 
to  develop  a  rugged,  realistic  set  of 
beliefs,  one  she  will  ultimately  hand 
down  to  Catherine  Marshall. 

Has  depth  potential 

“Christy”  has  the  potential  for  a 
theological  depth  rarely  seen  on  the 
small  screen.  Director  Michael 
Rhodes  was  a  Lutheran  youth  min¬ 
ister.  Tyne  Daly’s  grandfather  was  a 
Methodist  preacher,  and  she  has 
studied  Quaker  philosophy  in  prep¬ 
aration  for  her  role. 

Writer  Pam  Long  met  producer 
Ken  Wales,  the  son  of  a  Disciples  of 
Christ  pastor,  at  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Pacific  Palisades, 
Calif.,  where  a  group  of  people  has 


peal  will  be  filed. 

In  the  case  filed  in  1989,  a  former 
employee,  Virginia  C.  Mackey, 
claims  that  she  did  not  receive  un¬ 
employment  insurance  benefits  to 
which  she  was  entitled. 

The  state  examiner  who  first 
heard  the  case  accepted  the  board’s 
contention  that,  as  “a  church,”  the 
board  is  exempt  from  that  portion 
of  Illinois  law,  but  the  most  recent 
examiner  ruled  otherwise. 


been  supporting  the  production  of 
“Christy”  with  prayers. 

Yet  for  all  this  religiosity,  “Chris¬ 
ty”  does  not  extol  sentimental, 
mushy  Christianity.  Alice,  Christy, 
and  David  make  plenty  of  mistakes. 

The  cast  is  rounded  out,  more¬ 
over,  by  Stewart  Finley-McLennan 
as  a  mountain-reared,  Northern- 
educated  doctor — the  only  one 
within  50  miles — who  is  suspicious 
of  religion  and  missionaries. 

Tess  Harper,  as  Fairlight  Spencer, 
helps  Christy  understand  the  cus¬ 
toms,  feuds,  superstitions  and  fears 
of  mountain  people. 

It  is  a  strength  of  this  series  that  it 
shows  a  deep  respect  both  for  these 
people  and  for  maturing  Christians. 
In  the  opening  episode,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  Christy  sees  first-hand  the  dam¬ 
age  done  by  the  production  of 
moonshine  but  she  also  learns 
about  the  history  and  desperation 
which  drive  people  to  make  it. 

“Christy”  premieres  as  a  two-hour 
movie  at  8  p.m.  (Eastern  and  Pacific 
Time)  Easter  Sunday,  April  3.  The 
seven  following  episodes  will  appear 
on  Thursdays  at  8  p.m.  beginning 
April  7.  It  is  a  series  which  Christians 
of  all  backgrounds  should  applaud. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Bay  Shore 
United  Methodist  Church  on  Long  Is¬ 
land  (N.Y.)  and  frequently  reviews 
films  and  television  for  the  Reporter. 


Board  withholds  comment 


Women's  Division  responds  to  critics 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Officers  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Women’s  Division,  which  repre¬ 
sents  United  Methodist  Women 
(UMW),  have  restated  the  divi¬ 
sion's  faithfulness  to  denomination¬ 
al  theology. 

The  division’s  1 1 -member  admin¬ 
istrative  committee  released  the 
statement  March  17  in  response  to 
criticism  about  participation  in  a 
controversial  ecumenical  conference. 

At  issue  is  the  “appropriateness 
of  attending”  the  “Re-Imagining 
Conference,”  a  November  gather¬ 
ing  in  Minneapolis. 

The  event — an  observance  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  Ecu¬ 
menical  Decade  for  Women — has 
been  criticized  by  some  Protestants 
who  claim  it  promoted  goddess 
worship. 

The  administrative  committee’s 
statement  points  to  the  purpose  of 
UMW  “to  know  God  and  experi¬ 
ence  freedom  as  whole  persons 
through  Jesus  Christ”  in  concert 
with  the  theological  mandate  of  the 
church. 

Officers  noted  the  perception  by 
some  at  the  Re-Imagining  Confer¬ 
ence  that  Sophia,  the  Greek  word  for 
wisdom,  was  being  personified  in 
worship  as  a  substitute  for  God,  rath¬ 
er  than  an  image  or  attribute  of  God. 

“Some  call  this  goddess  worship; 
others  do  not,”  the  statement  said. 
“In  any  case,  the  Women’s  Division 
has  not  engaged  in  goddess  worship 
and  will  not  do  so.  The  Women’s 
Division  believes  in  the  Triune  God 
incarnate  in  Jesus  Christ.” 


Tired  of  the  HUMP?  ; 

The  solution—  15  j 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised 
roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Tramportatlon  800-330-3622 


PEW  CUSHIONS 


custom  filled  lot  your  pews  Irom  an  excellent  selecfion 
ol  labncs  and  colors  Free  quotations' 

—  write  or  cill  - 


IVajgoners,  Inc. 

PO  Box  1054  Hutchinson  KS  6750' 

TOLL  FREE  1-800-642-3739 


In  response  to  lesbian  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  conference,  the  state¬ 
ment  declared  that  the  division 
embraces  the  church's  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples  and  has  not  supported  any 
stance  in  opposition  to  its  official 


position  on  homosexuality. 

“Importantly,  attendance  at  this 
event  should  not  be  the  sole  mea¬ 
sure  of  the  worthiness  of  participa¬ 
tion  in  future  ecumenical  events,” 
the  statement  read. 


CLASSIFIED  1 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Infant 
Care  Center  at  Marvin  United  Methodist  Chureh,  300 
West  Erwin,  Tyler,  TX  75702.  Deadline  for  applica¬ 
tions  with  resumes  is  April  1 5th.  Applicants  must  be 
able  to  be  state  certified.  We  presently  have  an  infant 
to  24  month  program  with  plans  to  expand  to  36 
month  by  September.  For  applications  write  to  the 
church  address,  attention:  Kathy  Turner  or  call  (903) 
592-7396. 

HIGHLAND  PARK  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church,  3300  Mockingbird  Lane,  Dallas,  TX  75205. 
(214)  521-3111.  Full-time  Director  of  Music  Minis¬ 
tries  for  10,000+  member  church.  Three  Sunday 
morning  services.  Breadth  and  diversity  of  experience 
with  graded  choral  and  handbell  choirs,  choral  con¬ 
ducting  training,  conducting  experience,  strong  admin¬ 
istrative  skills  and  experience  in  working  with  multiple 
staff  required.  Opportunity  to  develop  a  new  music 

SOUTH  GEORGIA  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES  is 
receiving  applications  from  clergy  and  lay  until  April 
20  for  Associate  Drector  for  age  level,  family  and  lay 
ministries,  with  special  skills  and  experience  in  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  ministries.  Contact:  William  E 
McTicr,  Director,  South  Georgia  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  P.O.  Box  20408,  St.  Simons  Island,  GA  31522. 
Phone:  (912)  638-8626;  Fax:  (912)  6344)642. 

ministry.  Send  application  and  resume  by  April  11, 

1 994  to  Dr.  Leighton  Farrell  at  the  church  address.  ! 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 
Ministries  and/or  full-time  Director  of  Youth/Chil- 
drcn’s  Ministries.  Salary /benefits  commensurate  with 
education  and  experience.  Seeking  lay  or  clergy  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Send  resume 
and/or  request  for  job  description  to:  Fust  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1126,  Atlanta,  TX  75551 
or  call  (903)  796-8247.  Attention:  Rev.  Tommy  Lyles. 

KINDERGARTEN  TEACHER  NEEDED  for  church 
day  school  program,  Fall  ’94.  Degree  required,  prcfera- 
bly  in  elementary  education.  For  information,  call  (71 3) 
453-7212,  or  send  resume  to:  Holy  Trinity  Day  School, 

1 3207  Orleans,  Houston,  TX  77015-3699. 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Music 
Ministries  who  can  provide  musical  and  spiritual  lead¬ 
ership  for  an  active  1300-member  congregation.  Re- 

ENGLAND!  A  COUNTRY  HOUSE  B  &  B.  Conve¬ 
nient  to  Cotswolds,  Warwick,  Stratford,  Oxford,  other 
scenic  and  popular  sights.  Comfort,  good  food,  reason¬ 
able  rates.  Write:  George's  Bam;  Wykham  Lane;  Bodi- 
cotc,  Banbury;  Oxfordshire  OX169UP;  England. 
Phone:  44-295-252463. 

sponsibilitics:  supervision  and  direction  of  a  broad 
music  program.  Salary:  negotiable  to  high  $30’s.  Send 
resume,  tape,  and  references  to:  Search  Committee, 
Western  Hills  United  Methodist  Church,  524  Thun- 
derbird,  El  Paso,  TX  799 1 2.  (9 1 5)  584-2 1 33. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES,  growing 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  OF  1000-MEMBER  church. 
Contact:  Reverend  Harry  C.  Baas,  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  8650  West  Sample  Road,  Coral  Springs, 
FL  33065.  (305)  752-0333.  Welcome  to  call  or  send  in 

church  in  one  of  fastest-growing  areas  of  Texas,  at  the 
north  of  Dailas-Fort  Worth  Airport.  Full-time  position 
with  energetic  staff.  Send  resume  to:  Fust  United 
Methodist  Church,  422  Church  Street,  Grapevine,  TX 
76051,  attn:  D.  Tim  Walker.  Fax:  (817)  421-6373. 

ORGANIST  POSITION:  ST.  STEPHEN’S  UMC, 
2003  West  43rd,  Houston,  TX  77018.  Pipe  organ. 
Above-average  sight  reading  skills.  Sunday  service, 
Thursday  rehearsal.  (7 1 3)  686-824 1 . 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  position  avail¬ 
able  immediately.  2100-member  church  located  in 
growing  community.  Salary  negotiable  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Position  will  be  filled  by  beginning  of  June.  (7 1 3) 
487-8787.  First  UMC,  1062  Fairmont  Parkway,  Pasa- 
dena,  TX  77504. 

FOR  SALE  ALLEN  ORGAN.  Price  is  negotiable. 
Call  (409)  637-3655,  10  A.M.-  5  P.M.,  Monday  -  Fri¬ 
day. 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Music 
Ministries  for  suburban  congregation  of  1200.  All  age 
level  choirs,  handbells.  Salary  $27,500  including  insur¬ 
ance.  Send  resumes  to:  Rev.  Earnest  Walt,  First  UMC, 
300  N.  Galloway,  Mesquite,  TX  75149. 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  Looking  for 
energetic,  enthusiastic,  talented  individual.  Program 
includes  choral,  bells,  special  productions  for  involve- 
ment  of  all  ages.  Looking  for  challenge,  fellowship  and 
accomplishment?  Send  resume  to:  Music  Director 
Search  Committee,  Fust  United  Methodist  Church, 
207  N.  Halagueno  St.,  Carlsbad,  NM  88220. 

WALNUT  HILL  UNITED  METHODIST  Church, 
10066  Marsh  Lane,  Dallas,  TX  75229,  seeking  part- 
time  Music  Director.  Primary  responsibility  for  duect- 
ing  chancel  choir.  Degree  in  music,  choral  conducting 
training  and  experience,  effective  organizational  and 
leadership  skills,  and  interest  in  presenting  broad  di¬ 
versity  of  music  required.  Send  resume  to  church  ad¬ 
dress,  attention:  Search  Committee. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/ORGANIST 
position,  Trinity-Fust  UMC,  810  N.  Oregon,  El  Paso, 
TX  79902,  (915)  533-2674.  1500-mcmbcr  congrega¬ 
tion.  Requires  formal  organ/choral  training,  advanced 
degree  in  organ  performance  and  choral  conduction. 
Graded  choral  and  handbell  program.  35  rank,  3  man¬ 
ual,  Moller.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with 
experience.  Rcsumc/refcrcnces  to:  Rev.  Charles 
Crutchfield  at  above  address. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  ADULT 
Ministries.  Seeking  a  full-time  director  for  ongoing 
program  in  a  suburban  church  of  2000  members.  Con¬ 
tact:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  1903  East  Eu- 
clid,  Arlington  Heights,  IL  60004.  (708)  255-51 12. 

Ministries,  2000-member  church,  work  on  a  large 
staff,  position  available  May  1 ,  1 994.  Position  involves 
directing  the  ministries  of  a  large,  active  youth  group, 
and  the  training  and  encouragement  of  volunteer  lay 
workers,  Send  resumes  to:  Dr.  Henry  E.  Roberts,  Pas¬ 
tor,  or  Karen  Evans,  Director  Christian  Education, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  6  East  Wright  Street, 

EXCEPTIONAL  GROUP  OF  TEENAGERS  in 
America's  10th  largest  city  seeking  dynamic  Youth  Di¬ 
rector  who  has  a  love  for  Christ  and  a  heart  for  teens. 
Colonial  Hills,  led  by  a  visionary  team,  offers  contem¬ 
porary  worship  and  a  highly  developed  lay  ministry. 
Mail  or  fax  your  story  to  the  search  team,  Shirley  Hill 
and  Harry  Stoorza,  Colonial  Hills  UMC,  5247  Vance 
Jackson,  San  Antonio,  TX  78230.  (210)  342-7592.  1 

FOR  SALE  MULTILITH  OFFSET  1250  printing 
press  with  25  TPM  tabletop  platcmakcr,  ana  photo¬ 
plate  with  vaccuum  pump.  Total  $2500.  Call:  Wylma 
Blackburn  at  Mcadowbrook  UMC,  Ft.  Worth,  TX 
(817)534-1741. 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  WANTED.  Ortega  UMC, 
Jacksonville,  FL  Ls  seeking  an  Assodatc  Pastor  for  re¬ 
sponsibilities  in  evangelism  and  pastoral  care.  1 100- 
member  church;  excellent  salary,  housing,  benefits; 
adive  program,  many  young  families.  Contact:  Rev. 
Robert  Bruce,  Ortega  UMC,  4807  Roosevelt  Blvd., 
Jacksonville,  FL  32210.  Phone:  (904)  389-5556.  Fax: 
(904)  389-2874.  | 

ASSOCIATE  COUNCIL  DIRECTOR  -  Christian 
Education,  Higher  Education/Campus  Ministry  and 

cnees  by  April  15,  1994  to:  George  Bcrquist,  Chairper¬ 
son,  Personnel  Committee,  Detroit  Conference, 
United  Methodist  Church,  21700  Northwestern  High- 

CHILD’S  MEDICAL  RECORD-  20  page  booklet 
keeps  medical  history  from  birth  -  age  18.  Great  gift 
idea!  Send  SASE  plus  $2  (3  @  $5.40):  CMR,  Box 
1771 8-UM,  Memphis.  TN  38 1 87. 

dcscription  call:  i -800-334-0544,  ext.  58. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?”  Method- 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  AND  FAMILY  Minis¬ 
tries.  Full-time.  3800-member  church.  Experience  pro- 

ist  Mission  Homc/San  Antonio  now  accepting  applica¬ 
tions.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call  (210) 
696-7021  for  information. 

Submit  resume  (with  salary  history  and  references)  to: 
Rev.  Charlene  Zuill,  First  United  Church,  2111  Ca- 
mino  del  Rio  South,  San  Dcgo,  CA  92108. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Completely 
furnished  cfficicndcs  $185.  week,  $625  four  weeks 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Education 
and  Youth  for  800-mcmbcr  church.  Experience  pro- 

Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Cal¬ 
houn,  Drawer  1138,  Wayncsvillc,  NC  28786.  (704) 
627-6067,  627-9507. 

Kannon,  Cnevewood  United  Methodist  Church,  451 
Hogan  Road,  Nashville,  TN  37220. 

DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  bedroom,  2  bath  condo 
for  lease,  weekly,  winter,  spring,  summer,  or  fall.  Call 
(2 1 4)  239-506 1 .  Sleeps  8.  No  smokers! 

Programming/Y outh,  1300+  church  near  UM-rclat- 
cd  university.  Desire  3-5  years  Christian  education  ex¬ 
perience  for  cxpanding/dcvcloping  programming/ 
youth  ministry.  Resume  before  April  15:  Rev.  Bob 
Ford,  Aldcrsgatc  UMC,  1741  Saylcs,  Abilene,  TX 
79605.  (915)672-7893. 

GENEVA  GLEN  CAMP  in  the  Colorado  Rocky 
Mountains  needs  a  Camp  Cook  for  the  1994  summer. 
June  1 3  through  August  13,  1994.  Geneva  Glen  has  an 
excellent  reputation  and  rich  heritage.  ACA  accredited. 
Contad;  Ken  and  Nancy  Atkinson,  Directors,  P.O.  Box 
248,  Indian  Hills,  CO  80454,  (303)  697-4621. 
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The  Bible 
and 

The  Gospel 


P.  T.  Forsyth,  the  English  preacher-theologian, 
was  a  remarkable  man  of  faith  and  a  great  thinker. 

His  Beecher  Lectures  at  Yale  in  1907,  “Positive  B,shop  w,lllam  oden 
Preaching  and  the  Modern  Mind”  are  still  considered  high  points  of 
preaching  theory. 

Forsyth  said:  “Biblical  preaching  preaches  the  gospel  and  uses  the 
Bible  —  it  does  not  preach  the  Bible  and  use  the  gospel!” 

I  think  I  know  what  he  means.  It’s  so  easy  to  use  the  Bible  as  a  club 
to  defend  my  own  opinions  and  prejudices.  Abraham  Lincoln  pointed 
out  in  his  second  inaugural  address  that  both  the  north  and  the  south 
“read  the  same  Bible  and  pray  to  the  same  God  and  each  invokes  His 
aid  against  the  other  ...  the  prayers  of  both  could  not  be  answered; 
that  of  neither  has  been  answered  fully.”  This  is  another  way  of  saying 
that  we  should  know  the  Bible  and  use  it  to  better  understand  and  af¬ 
firm  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Many  of  our  churches  are  using  Disciple  Bible  Study.  Many  of  our 
pastors  use  weekly  Bible  readings  (the  lectionary)  and  invite  laity  to 
read  the  same  scriptures  in  devotional  preparation  for  the  Sunday  ser¬ 
mon. 

Remember,  John  Wesley  taught  us  that  scripture  —  along  with 
prayer,  fasting,  the  Eucharist  and  Christian  conferencing  —  is  a  means 
of  grace. 

Let  the  power  of  resurrection  lead  you  to  rediscover  the  Bible  during 
this  Eastertide. 


Another  168  acres  given  for  Conference  Center 


Make  motel  reservations  by  May  1 
for  Annual  Conference  in  june 


Due  to  increased  tourism  in 
Shreveport  and  Bossier  City,  motel 
and  hotel  reservations  for  Annual 
Conference,  June  6-9,  should  be  made 
no  later  than  May  1 ,  Helen  D.  Stall  of 
First  UMC,  Shreveport,  advises. 

She  also  mentioned  some  of  the 
prices,  as  of  February.  Listed  here 
are  some  motels  in  the  area  or  ones 
convenient  to  the  Conference  loca¬ 
tions  —  Centenary  College  and 
First  UMC. 

These  are  special  rates  for  our 
Conference  session.  When  making 
reservations  members  should  ask 
for  the  special  United  Methodist 
Conference  rates. 

Only  the  single  rates  are  listed  to 
give  an  idea  of  the  range.  Doubles 
are  slightly  higher,  of  course,  and 
block  reservations  are  available  for 
church  groups.  Chateau  Suites  gives 


an  AARP  discount  and  includes 
breakfast  in  all  rates. 

Available  in  Bossier  City  are: 
Sheraton  Inn,  1-20  at  Old  Minden 
Road,  318-742-9700,  $50  single, 
Lynn  Orrell,  reservation  clerk;  Days 
Inn,  200  John  Wesley  Boulevard, 
318-742-9200,  $28.80  single,  Lisa 
Martin,  reservation  clerk;  LaQuinta 
Inn,  309  Preston  Blvd.,  1-800-531- 
5900,  single  $51,  Donna  Campbell, 
reservation  clerk. 

Available  in  Shreveport  are:  Cha¬ 
teau  Suites,  201  Lake  St.,  318-222- 
7620,  single  $59,  Michelle  Toups, 
reservation  clerk;  Holiday  Inn,  down¬ 
town  off  1-20,  102  Lake  St.,  318-222- 
7717,  single  or  double  $58,  Syd 
Crump,  reservation  clerk;  Sheraton 
Pierremont,  1419  East  70th  St.,  318- 
797-9900,  single  $78,  JoAnn  Thur¬ 
mond,  reservation  clerk. 


I  he  couples,  ABOVE,  are  among  those  who  attended  a  recent 
weekend  Celebrate  Marriage  retreat. 


Rev.  Betsy  Irvine,  director  of  Loui¬ 
siana  CrossLines,  was  named  to  the 
Governor’s  Advisory  Committee  on 
Day  Care  Licensing.  All  day  care 
centers  in  the  state  are  approved  for 
licensing  by  the  board  which  can 
also  have  licenses  revoked  if  centers 
do  no  meet  the  proper  standards. 

*  *  * 

On  May  14  Bishop  William  B. 
Oden  will  talk  to  confirmands  who 
are  involved  in  confirmation  train¬ 
ing  at  The  Church  of  the  Covenant 
UMC,  Lafayette,  where  Rev.  Jack 


Couples  gather 
to  celebrate 
marriage 

Sixteen  couples  from  throughout 
the  Louisiana  Conference  gathered 
for  a  recent  Celebrate  Marriage  re¬ 
treat  in  Alexandria. 

Leaders  were  Henry  and  Marilyn 
Blount  assisted  by  Jack  and  Mandy 
O’Dell.  The  weekend  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  Celebrate  Marriage  weekend 
is  a  program  written  and  distribut¬ 
ed  through  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  in  Nashville.  Addi¬ 
tional  weekends  will  be  held  in  Lou¬ 
isiana  at  the  request  of  a  minimum 
of  five  couples  and  must  be  led  by 
certified  couples. 

Persons  interested  in  scheduling 
or  sponsoring  a  retreat  may  contact 
Evelyn  Deich,  318-235-2814,  or  Dr. 
O’Dell,  318-255-221  1. 


Send  Louisiana  news  items  to: 
Dotty  Bagbey 
Associate  Editor 
Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 
Phone:  (504)  346-1646 
Fax:  (504)  383-2652 


Dr.  Tom  Matheny.  president  of  the  Conference  Center  Board  of  Trust¬ 
ees,  and  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  project  coordiator,  today  announced  the 
gift  of  1 68  additional  acres  to  the  Conference  Center  property. 

Given  by  an  anonymous  donor,  the  gift  provides  the  center  with  a  total 
of  560  acres  of  land  five  and  one  half  miles  south  of  Alexandria. 

“The  value  of  this  latest  additional  acreage  gives  protection  to  the  Center 
site  on  Highway  165  because  some  3,400  feet  fronts  on  the  Lake  Charles 
Highway,”  Williamson  said.  “This  would  keep  anyone  from  building  some 
undesirable  structure  or  business  near  the  Center  along  the  highway.” 

He  added,  “It  is  a  most  valuable  piece  of  property  that  can  be  used  in  the 
future  development  of  the  Conference  Center  facilities  although  no  imme¬ 
diate  plans  are  on  board  for  utilizing  this  acreage." 

The  property  will  be  annexed  into  the  Woodworth  City  Limits  as  was 
the  other  392  acres  of  land. 

A  tentative  groundbreaking  ceremony  has  been  planned  for  May  28. 


A  gift  of  168  additional  acres  of  forest  land,  ABOVE,  for  the  Con¬ 
ference  Center  includes  property  fronting  on  Lake  Charles  High¬ 
way.  An  anonymous  donor  purchased  the  land  for  the  center.  Total 
acreage  is  now  560  acres  south  of  Alexandria  at  Woodworth. 


Around  the  Conference 


Couples  from  across  the  state  participated  in  a  Celebrate  Marriage  retreat  sponsored  by  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Discipleship.  The  weekend  focused  on  the  strengths  of  marriages  relationships  and  de¬ 
veloping  better  communication  between  spouses. 


Phelps  is  pastor.  The  Baptism  ritual 
asks  the  question  of  parents  or 
sponsors,  “Will  you  endeavor  to 
keep  this  child  under  the  ministry 
and  guidance  of  the  church  until 
(he/she)  by  the  power  of  God,  shall 
accept  for  (himself/herself)  the  gift 
of  salvation,  and  be  confirmed  as  a 
full  and  responsible  member  of 
Christ’s  Holy  Church?”  The  accep¬ 
tance  is  called  confirmation.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  are 
discussing  this  important  decision 
with  their  children. 

*  *  * 

David  Alan  Einsel,  a  senior  civil 
engineering  major  at  LSU,  has  been 
awarded  a  McDermott  Scholarship. 
He  also  is  recipient  of  an  LSU  Hon¬ 
ors  Scholarship  and  has  been 
named  to  the  National  Dean’s  List. 
He  is  affiliated  with  several  honors 
societies  including  the  Golden  Key 
National  Honor  Society.  He  is  the 
son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Alan  Dee  Ein¬ 
sel  of  Houma  and  grandson  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Jerome  Cain  of  Baton 
Rouge. 

*  *  * 

For  the  150th  anniversary  of  Al¬ 
giers  UMC,  New  Orleans,  whose 
pastor  is  Rev.  L.  Andy  Foreman  the 
congregation  is  attempting  to  locate 
and  invite  former  members  and 
their  descendants  to  the  April  17 
celebration.  Pictures  and  family  his¬ 
tories  are  also  welcome.  Send  or  call 
information  to:  Judi  Robertson, 
church  historian,  236  Olivier  St., 
New  Orleans,  LA  70114;  504-366- 
3291. 

♦  *  * 

For  the  150th  anniversary  to  be 
observed  May  15,  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Houma  is  re¬ 
leasing  a  book  which  includes  the 
history  of  the  church  but  also  the 
1 50-year  history  of  the  entire  Hou¬ 
ma/Terrebonne  area.  The  church 
historian,  Timothy  Hebert,  has  re¬ 
searched  and  written  the  book.  Or¬ 
ders  were  received  for 
pre-publication  copies  but  some  ex¬ 
tra  books  were  ordered.  To  obtain 
copies  contact  the  church,  621  Bay¬ 
ou  Black  Dr.,  Houma,  LA  70360; 
504-868-7787. 

*  *  * 

Church  Women  United  members 
and  others  around  our  Conference 
will  be  interested  in  a  national 
women’s  meeting  featuring  First 
Lady  Hilary  Rodham  Clinton.  The 
forum,  to  be  held  on  Friday,  April 
15,  in  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  is  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  Church  Women  United 
and  Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Net¬ 
work  (VISN).  Focus  of  the  forum 
will  be  on  the  critical  stake  women 
have  in  improving  the  nation’s 
health  care  system  and  the  potential 
impact  of  reform  on  the  health  care 
women  receive.  The  one-hour  event 
will  be  taped  and  shown  Sunday, 
April  17,  at  6  p.m,  on  the  Faith  & 
Values  Channel. 

Many  United  Methodist  Women 

units  cooperate  with  and  have 
members  in  Church  Women  Unit¬ 
ed,  a  diverse,  multi-cultural  constit¬ 
uency  of  nearly  half  a  million 
women  in  1,600  local  chapters 
throughout  the  United  States  and 
Puerto  Rico. 


These  members  of  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston,  assisted  with  snacks  at 
Cokesbury's  '94  Vacation  Bible  School,  "Beneath  the  Storytelling 
Tree:  Parables  Jesus  Told."  They  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Janie  Sutton, 
Jackie  Sutton,  Jessica  Sutton  and  Carla  Sutton.  Pearl  cookies  illus¬ 
trated  the  Parable  of  the  Pearl  and  Trail  Mix  was  a  snack  of  the 
Good  Samaritan.  Also  served  were  grapes,  cheese  and  a  cake  cele¬ 
brating  the  100th  birthday  of  Vacation  Bible  School. 


Diane  Wilkinson,  LEFT,  Conference  Committee  of  Education  chair, 
and  Cheryl  Gillespie  participate  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  Vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  School  preview  workshop  last  month  at  Trinity  UMC  in 
Ruston. 

Palm  Sunday  storm  victims 
need  prayers,  financial  aid 


Prayers  and  financial  support  are 
needed  for  the  victims  of  the  Palm 
Sunday  Storms.  Twenty  persons  in 
Goshen  UMC,  including  the  four- 
year-old-daughter  of  the  minister. 
Rev.  Kelly  Clem  and  her  husband. 
Rev.  Dale  Clem,  were  killed  in  a 
tornado  that  hit  the  church. 

According  to  a  spokesperson  for 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  no  material  goods  are  re¬ 
quested  since  the  areas  hit  are  local¬ 
ized  and  the  supplies  are  available. 

Financial  support  is  needed,  how¬ 
ever,  and  may  be  given  through  the 
local  Louisiana  churches.  Designate 
all  giving  for  UMCOR  Advance 
#901480-4,  Palm  Sunday  Storms, 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 

Messages  of  sympathy  to  the  Go¬ 
shen  clergy  family  and  the  congre¬ 
gation  may  be  sent  by  way  of:  Rev. 
Sam  Lowery,  First  UMC,  415  N. 
Main  St.,  Piedmont,  Alabama 
36272.  The  First  UMC  also  is  han¬ 
dling  distribution  of  needed  items. 

In  Memoriam 

Alma  Milem,  surviving  spouse  of 
the  late  Rev.  Lewis  Ed  Milem  Sr., 
Louisiana  Conference  minister, 
died  March  23.  A  memorial  service 
was  held  March  25  in  First  UMC  in 
Minden.  A  funeral  and  burial  were 
held  in  West  Virginia. 

She  is  survived  by  two  sons,  Da¬ 
vid  W.  Milem  of  Nacogdoches  and 
Lewis  E.  Milem  II  of  Minden. 


especially  for  “the  very  poor.' 

In  the  storms  84  homes  wen 
damaged,  32  of  them  totally  de 
stroyed.  An  UMCOR  spokespersoi 
said,  “The  disaster  response  is  well 
organized.  Clothing  and  food  neet 
not  be  sent,  just  financial  assistanci 
“to  help  us  obtain  necessary  sup 
plies  and  materials.” 

Pastoral  care  for  the  people  ha: 
been  provided  since  immediately 
after  the  storm. 

For  an  update  on  the  disaster  re 
sponse,  call  the  UMCOR  Hotline 
1-800-841-1235. 

W.  Brian  Mercer 
to  address  Missouri 
youth  conference 

William  Brian  Mercer,  17,  vic< 
president  of  the  Louisiana  Confer 
ence  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 
will  be  the  main  motivationa 
speaker  at  the  Youth  Annual  Con 
ference  in  Missouri. 

“I  will  be  speaking  about  over 
coming  a  disability  and  turning  dis 
abilities  into  blessings,”  he  said. 

He  will  leave  April  21  and  returr 
on  April  24. 

A  member  of  the  Louisiana  Con 
ference  Council  on  Ministries,  Mer 
cer  is  a  member  of  Mangham  UMC 
He  is  a  junior  at  Mangham  High 
School  and  a  member  of  the  foot¬ 
ball  team. 
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Even  in  crisis, 
Christian  love 
is  patient 


The  following  examples  of  how  not  to  re¬ 
spond  during  times  of  crisis  should  be  instruc¬ 
tive  for  Christians: 

■  In  the  aftermath  of  the  Jan.  17  Los  Angeles 
earthquake,  the  Saugus-Santa  Clarita  (Calif.) 
United  Methodist  Church  received  a  tractor 
trailer  load  of 
used  clothing.  The 
shipment  filled 
the  church’s  edu¬ 
cational  building. 
The  city  of  Santa 
Clarita  eventually 
paid  to  remove 
the  clothing,  for 
which  there  was 
virtually  no  need. 

■  In  another 
episode  related 
to  the  Los  Ange¬ 
les  earthquake, 
some  churches, 
following  proce¬ 
dures  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief,  sent  boxes  of  relief  supplies.  Howev¬ 
er,  when  the  boxes  arrived  at  the  designated 
warehouse  in  California,  local  relief  workers 
weren’t  prepared  to  receive  them.  Consequent¬ 
ly,  the  shipment  was  returned  to  its  place  of  ori¬ 
gin  (see  related  story  on  Page  4). 


Editorial 


A  battered  hymnal  lies  in 
the  wreckage  of  a  church. 
How  should  we  help? 


We  should  learn  from  our  mistakes,  however. 
That’s  because,  as  stewards  of  God-given  re¬ 
sources,  Christians  are  called  to  use  those  re¬ 
sources  as  effectively  and  efficiently  as  possible. 

In  short,  a  desire  to  demonstrate  Christian 
love  is  not  enough  at  times  of  disaster.  In  some 
cases,  it  may  not  be  loving  at  all,  particularly  if 
the  intended  “help”  places  an  additional  un¬ 
needed  burden  on  the  recipients. 

We  believe  that,  in  times  of  crisis,  a  familiar 
New  Testament  teaching  acquires  fresh  mean¬ 
ing  for  Christians  who,  out  of  compassion,  wish 
to  help:  Love  is  patient. 

That  is.  acting  in  love,  Christians  should  take 
time  before  responding  to  a  crisis  to  find  out 
what  the  real  needs  are  and  what  is  the  best  way 
by  which  those  needs  can  be  met. 

In  the  spirit  of  “patient  love,”  here  are  a  few 
“dos”  and  “don'ts”  which  individuals  and  con¬ 
gregations  should  consider  before  sending  aid  in 
response  to  a  crisis: 

•f  Don’t  send  or  take  clothes  unless  specifi¬ 
cally  requested.  If  clothes  are  requested,  take 
the  time  to  find  out  what  types  are  most  needed. 

■/  Do  make  direct  contact,  if  possible,  with 
the  intended  recipients  of  your  aid  or  with  their 
representatives  on  the  scene. 

•f  Do  consider  the  possibility  that  financial 
aid  is  often  the  best  possible  response  when  it  is 
given  through  accountable  channels  such  as 
UMCOR,  our  church’s  top  relief  agency. 

•f  Don’t  fail  to  offer  prayers  of  petition  and 
intercession  for  the  victims  of  a  crisis  along 
with  material  aid  that  you  give.  It  is  hard  to  go 
wrong  with  help  that  is  given  prayerfully. 


Resurrection  art  is  more  than  a  toothy  grin 


The  real  value  of 
Christian  work 
camps  such  as  this 
spring  break  effort 
in  Kentucky  isn't 
the  actual  labor  or 
construction,  say 
three  readers,  but 
in  the  personal 
witness  of  the 
participants  (see 
related  letters  at 
left). 


I  write  in  response  to  the  re¬ 
cent  commentary  by  Cal  Samra, 
“What  Happened  to  Resurrec¬ 
tion  art?”  (see  UMR,  March  25). 

This  article  doesn’t  reflect  an 
understanding  of  Christian  art  in 
the  Western  tradition.  It  further 
reinforces  unfortunate  stereo¬ 
types,  discouraging  people  from 
discovering  the  rich  treasures  of 
faith  available  in  that  tradition. 

While  depictions  of  the  actual 
act  of  resurrection  in  Western  art 
are  rare,  they  do  exist.  One  ex¬ 
ample  is  the  “Resurrection”  pan¬ 
el  from  the  Isenheim  Altarpiece 
(second  opening)  by  Matthias 
Grunewald,  c.  1 5 1 5.  It  is  brilliant 
in  color  and  filled  with  energy. 

Before  being  critical  of  the  small 
number  of  such  images,  we  should 
remember  that  Scripture  itself 
does  not  describe  the  actual  event, 
only  the  events  following.  Western 
art  is  replete  with  representations 
of  the  “Resurrected  Christ.”  These 
are  paintings  of  victory  (and  joy) 
despite  the  lack  of  a  toothy  grin  on 
the  part  of  Jesus. 

Sharon  I.  Gouwens 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Both  sides  should  talk 

As  the  “Sophia”  controversy 
continues  with  its  depressing  se¬ 
ries  of  proclamations  and  counter¬ 
proclamations  (see  UMR,  March 
25),  it  is  disheartening  to  see  how 
little  the  various  sides  are  really 
listening  to  each  other,  or  trying  to 
address  the  real  theological  issues 
that  separate  them. 

On  the  one  side,  I  believe,  are 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

those  for  whom  the  primary 
theological  task  age  is  locating 
those  symbols  that  resonate  in  a 
modern  consciousness  and  so 
make  God  real  to  today’s  people. 

For  them,  any  commitment  to 
addressing  problems  of  racism, 
sexism,  and  oppression  must  be 
met  by  the  search  for  new  or  dif¬ 
ferent  symbols.  This  explains  their 
attraction  to  Sophia,  an  ancient 
word  whose  feminine  overtones 
make  it  an  accessible  symbol  for 
women  and  men  concerned  with 
sexual  oppression. 

On  the  other  side,  I  believe,  are 
those  for  whom  the  primary 
theological  task  is  describing  the 
true  nature  of  God,  whatever 
that  may  be. 

This  group  is  much  more  opti¬ 
mistic  about  the  ability  of  human 
language  to  say  meaningful 
things  about  God,  and  so  are 
much  more  reluctant  to  abandon 
language  that  has  proved  ade¬ 
quate  in  the  past.  For  this  group 
it  doesn’t  matter  that  having  a 
word  for  the  feminine  aspects  of 
God’s  nature  is  helpful  to  some  if 
it  somehow  misstates  or  causes 
misunderstanding  of  God’s  real 
nature,  which  is  neither  mascu¬ 
line  nor  feminine. 

Of  course,  we  are  all  tempted 
in  the  place  closest  to  our  heart. 

The  temptation  for  the  Sophia 
camp  is  that  their  concern  for 
symbols  helpful  to  women  will 


make  them  forget  that  in  Christ 
there  is  neither  male  nor  female. 

The  temptation  for  more  tradi¬ 
tional  believers  is  that  they  will 
use  their  legitimate  theological 
position  as  an  excuse  for  illegiti¬ 
mate  attempts  to  maintain  a 
male-dominated  status  quo.  In 
other  words,  they  too  may  forget 
we  are  all  one  in  Christ. 

For  all,  there  is  the  eternal  temp¬ 
tation  to  dig  in,  shut  out,  and  cut 
off  communication  with  all  those 
in  disagreement  with  them. 

Instead  of  launching  press  re¬ 
leases  at  each  other,  the  leaders 
of  these  movements  should  be 
meeting,  talking  with,  and  most 
importantly  listening  to  each  oth¬ 
er’s  effort  to  preserve  the  harmo¬ 
ny  and  unity  of  God’s  people. 

Richard  Hunt 
Richardson,  Texas 

It's  more  than  money 

I  write  in  response  to  David 
Bell’s  letter  (see  UMR,  March 
25)  concerning  the  cost  of  going 
overseas  as  a  part  of  a  work 
group,  as1  compared  to  sending 
overseas  the  amount  of  money 
the  trip  would  cost. 

This  is  a  logical  question,  often 
asked.  I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
leading  some  200  work  camps, 
including  some  overseas,  and  I 
believe  I  have  an  answer. 

Work  camps  of  any  kind  aren’t 
really  about  building  houses, 
churches,  or  anything  physical. 
They  are  about  building  spiritual 
bridges  of  love,  trust,  under¬ 
standing,  and  appreciation. 

When  we  go  to  our  sisters  and 
brothers  with  love  on  our  hearts, 
live  where  they  live,  eat  what  they 
eat,  worship  with  them,  play  with 
them,  sing  with  them,  and  work 
with  them  to  build  something  of 
importance  to  them- — then  com¬ 
munity  develops,  and  both  groups 
are  changed.  I’ve  been  a  part  of 
that  time  after  time. 

For  those  who  prefer  to  send 
the  money,  the  offer  is  always 
open.  But  for  those  who  want  to 
build  the  Shalom  for  which  -God 
pleads  the  work  trip  is  a  most 
valuable  investment  in  the  King¬ 
dom.  We  need  both. 

Mel  West 

Columbia,  Missouri 

We  might  agree  but . . . 

We  are  writing  in  regard  to  the 
letter  of  David  A.  Bell  (see  UMR, 
March  25),  concerning  the  Vol¬ 
unteers  in  Mission  to  Bratislava. 

We  might  have  agreed  with 
Mr.  Bell  before  we  made  a  simi- 
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lar  trip  to  the  Philippines  in 
1986.  For  three  weeks  we  lived 
with  our  Filipino  hosts.  We  ate 
with  them,  worshiped  with  them, 
attended  their  birthday  parties, 
weddings,  reunions  and  funerals. 
When  we  left,  they  cried;  and  we 
did,  too.  We  still  write  to  them, 
and  they  write  to  us. 

We  found  that  there  is  no 
amount  of  money  that  can  begin 
to  equal  this  type  of  experience. 
Money,  skills  and  even  experi¬ 
ence,  are  very  secondary. 

>  We  are  no  longer  able  to  un¬ 
dergo  the  physical  and  emotional 
demands  of  such  trips,  but  our 
friendships  continue.  Now  we 
send  money  for  Christian  work 
in  the  Philippines.  We  also  help 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  others  in¬ 
volved  in  such  work  there  and  in 
our  own  country. 

Harry  and  Mary  Farrell 
Temple,  Texas 

Thanks  for  editorial 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial 
March  25.  I  agree  that  “science 
itself.is  qn, expression  of  religious 
faith.” 

A  faith  that  appreciates  God’s 
handiwork  recognizes  that  science 
has  unveiled  the  secrets  of  its  op¬ 
eration.  Now  it  is  up  to  the  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  to  be  zealous  in 
applying  our  knowledge  to  the 
problems  of  human  relationships. 

My  study  indicates  that  theo¬ 
retical  scientists  usually  have  an 
appreciation  for  a  spiritual  meta¬ 
physics  which  they  admit  is  out¬ 
side  of  their  data.  It  was  the 
amateur  scientists  who  put  their 


ideas  above  religion. 

Science  can  learn  from  religion 
to  stand  in  awe  of  God’s  gracious 
influence  on  our  concern  for  peo¬ 
ple.  Religion  can  learn  from  sci¬ 
ence  the  caution  required  in 
comparing  new  ideas  with  old 
and  being  honest  with  the  results. 

Charles  W.  T ryon 
Columbus,  Ohio 

'Untruth'  in  giving? 

I’m  concerned  about  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  “untruth 
in  advertising”  on  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing. 

On  March  13  I  stood  before 
the  congregation  that  I  serve  and 
issued  an  earnest  invitation  to 
help  support  the  relief  work  of 
the  larger  church  through  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing. 

Then  I  read  in  the  church 
newspaper  that  One  Great  Hour 
of  Sharing  “is  devoted  entirely  to 
UMCOR  administration  . . .” 

I  am  astounded  that  all  the  litur¬ 
gical  and  study  materials  provided 
to  ‘  me  '  for  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  failed  to  mention  that  we 
United  Methodists  use  that  offer¬ 
ing  solely  for  administration.  The 
resources  provided  give  a  clear 
and  misleading  impression  that 
the  offering  goes  directly  to  world¬ 
wide  victims  of  disaster. 

I  continue  to  support  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing.  But  the  church, 
above  all  other  institutions  of  soci¬ 
ety,  must  practice  truth  in  adver¬ 
tising.  We  must  tell  givers  exactly 
how  their  money  is  spent. 

Susan  Spencer-Smith 
Xenia,  Ohio 


God's  love  came  through  a  special  dress 


By  SHIRLEY  GUPTON  LYNN 

When  I  saw  it  on  the  rack  in 
Memphis,  I  knew  she  had  to  have  it. 

The  dress  was  bright  with  jewel 
tones  of  blue,  green,  and  purple,  a 
size  four.  She  had  been  a  robust 
woman,  but  Parkinson’s  disease 
was  swiftly  taking  her  body  away. 

The  first  time  she  wore  the  dress 
was  in  the  fall.  I  stayed  with  her  in 
Paducah  while  I  preached  a  revival 
at  her  home  church  25  miles  away. 
She  could  barely  walk  unassisted.  I 
helped  her  put  on  the  jewel-colored 
dress  for  she  couldn’t  always  get  her 
arms  into  the  sleeves  now. 

The  ride  was  difficult  for  her.  But 
I  was  preaching;  she  had  to  go.  She 
sat  attentively  in  the  pew  before  me, 
her  beautiful  face  set  off  by  the  jewel- 
colored  dress.  Her  eyes  were  full  of 
pride  in  me,  and  my  heart  was  full  of 
gratitude  for  her.  Who  could  love 
you  like  that  except  your  mother? 

The  next  time  she  wore  the  jewel- 
colored  dress  was  at  Easter.  We 
brought  her  from  the  nursing  home 
to  my  house  for  the  day. 

By  December  she  had  become  too 
frail  to  live  alone,  and  I  moved  her  to 
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Memphis.  Having  to  uproot  her  at  82 
was  almost  more  than  I  could  bear. 
But  she  bore  it  like  a  soldier,  just  as 
she  had  borne  the  suicide  of  her  42- 
year-old  daughter,  the  death  of  her 
only  son  at  39,  five  years  of  nursing 
Daddy  through  terminal  cancer. 

But  now  it  was  Easter  Sunday, 
and  she  had  asked  to  wear  the  jew¬ 
el-colored  dress.  She  had  tolerated 
the  tugging  as  nursing  home  atten¬ 
dants  dressed  her,  gamely  tried  to 
walk  while  her  grandson  carried  her 
into  the  house. 

Inside,  we  gave  her  kisses  and 
gifts,  one  a  plastic  Easter  pin  for 
fun.  When  the  string  was  pulled,  a 
bright  yellow  chick  popped  out  of 


the  pink  egg.  She  was  delighted  and 
wanted  me  to  pin  it  on  the  jewel- 
colored  dress.  I  did. 

The  next  time  she  wore  the  jewel- 
colored  dress  was  for  her  burial  in 
November. 

I  took  it  from  the  closet  for  the  last 
time  the  night  she  died.  I  caressed  the 
tiny  dress,  the  jewel  colors  dimming 
through  my  tears.  How  lonely  I  will 
be  without  her,  I  told  God.  How  can 
I  go  on  without  her  love? 

And  then  I  saw  it. 

Still  pinned  to  the  dress  was  the 
plastic  Easter  egg.  I  pulled  the 
string.  The  little  chick  popped 
brightly  out  of  the  egg. 

Of  course,  I  am  not  without  her! 
Easter  is  permanent.  Even  now  she 
sits  among  her  loved  ones,  adorned 
forever  in  the  jewel-colored  dress  of 
God’s  love. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Any  reader  may  submil  an  article  for 
consideration  (one  typed,  double-spaced 
page  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  manuscripts. 


What  others 
are  saying 

“Somewhere  beneath  the  anger 
swirling  through  contemporary  so¬ 
ciety  is  a  palpable  sense  of  grief  and 
betrayal  as  an  old  order  passes  and 
a  seemingly  more  insecure  new 
world  emerges.  Since  the  Christian 
church  generally  reflects  the  sur¬ 
rounding  culture  far  more  than  it 
resists  or  transforms  it,  it  is  not  sur¬ 
prising  that  the  stress  and  anger  of 
these  changing  times  should  seep 
into  the  life  of  local  congregations.” 
— Michael  Smith  (a  pseudonym), 
writing  on  pastors  as  targets  in  con¬ 
gregations  in  Christian  Century. 

*  *  * 

“Faith  gives  us  a  lens  that  puts 
the  world  in  focus.  Faith  lets  us  see 
the  link  between  the  incremental 
and  the  ultimate,  between  the  sim¬ 
ple  and  the  profound.” 

— Former  President  Jimmy  Carter, 
Atlanta. 

*  *  * 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Come  to  him,  to  that  living 
stone,  rejected  by  men  but  in  God’s 
sight  chosen  and  precious.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Previous  answer  1  John  4:10) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  10 

Sunday:  Psalms  1 33 
Monday:  Acts  4:32 
Tuesday:  Acts  4:33-35 
Wednesday:  1  John  1:1-4 
Thursday:  1  John  l:5-2:2 
Friday:  John  20: 1 9-23 
Saturday:  John  20:24-31 
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Development 

Fund 


Helping  to  Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Investment 

Rate* 

4  year  term 

$100 

5.25% 

1  year  term 

$100 

3.50% 

Flexible 

$100 

2.50% 

I.RA. 

Effective  date  4/1/94 

$100 

5.25% 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 
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EVANGEUCALS  RESPOND:  Four 

leaders  in  United  Methodism’s  unofficial 
Good  News  organization  issued  a  4‘/i-page  re¬ 
sponse  last  week  to  a  statement  signed  by  some 
800  United  Methodists  defending  last  Novem¬ 
ber’s  “Re-Imagining”  conference  (see  UMR, 
March  1 8).  The  response  criticized  “strident 
language”  in  the  earlier  statement  and  assert¬ 
ed,  “The  responsiblility  for  division  in  the  UM 
Church  over  this  issue  rests  solely  with  those 
who  offered  milk  and  honey  to  ‘Sophia.’  ” 

BOSTON  APOLOGIZES:  The  Rev 

Accelyne  Williams,  75,  a  minister  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  the  Caribbean  and  the  Ameri¬ 
cas  who  had  retired  to  Boston,  died  March  27 
after  Boston  police,  acting  on  inaccurate  infor¬ 
mation,  carried  out  a  “no-knock”  raid  on  his 
apartment.  Shortly  after  they  subdued  and 
handcuffed  him,  he  died  from  heart  failure. 

The  Boston  police  commissioner  issued  a  for¬ 
mal  apology  to  Mr.  Williams’  family.  Boston 
Area  United  Methodist  Bishop  F.  Herbert 
Skeete  was  among  an  estimated  100  United 
Methodists  who  attended  Mr.  Williams’  ser¬ 
vices  March  30. 

MORE  OBSERVERS:  Two  United  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  added  to  the  20  United  States 
church  persons  named  through  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA 
to  act  as  election  observers  in  South  Africa. 
They  are  Barbara  and  Victor  Ulmer  from  Sara¬ 
toga,  Calif.  Named  earlier  were  the  Rev.  L. 
Charles  Stovall  from  Dallas  and  Wayne  Cowan 
from  New  York.  Observers  will  spend  April  5- 
May  7  in  South  Africa;  that  nation’s  first  non- 
racial  national  elections  will  be  April  26-28. 

CHANGE  IN  TV  FORMAT:  First 

United  Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Worth,  Tex¬ 
as,  a  national  pioneer  in  televising  hour-long 
live  Sunday-morning  worship  services,  is 
changing  its  approach.  Beginning  April  10,  ser¬ 
vices  will  be  edited  to  30  minutes  for  week-later 
broadcast  over  some  300  stations  and  cable  sys¬ 
tems  in  27  states.  The  Faith  &  Values  Channel 
began  editing  services  into  this  format  last  fall, 
but  the  church  had  continued  live  broadcasts 
through  Easter  Sunday.  Senior  Minister  Barry 
Bailey  said  the  church  “wants  to  stay  on  TV 
indefinitely.”  Annual  cost  of  the  live  format 
was  $400,000. 

BOOKS  TO  HILLARY:  Two  leaders  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society — its  president,  Bishop 
Joseph  Yeakel,  and  its  chief  executive,  the 
Rev.  Thomas  White  Wolf  Fassett — recently 
presented  four  United  Methodist-related  books 
to  Hillary  Rodham  Clinton.  Books  presented 
were  the  denomination’s  Book  of  Resolutions, 
Book  of  Discipline,  Book  of  Worship,  hymnal 
and  the  New  Revised  Standard  Version  of  the 
Bible.  In  the  private  White  House  presenta¬ 
tion,  the  two  churchmen  commended  Ms. 
Clinton's  “spiritual  witness  and  moral  leader¬ 
ship”  as  a  United  Methodist  laywoman. 

AUTHOR  DIES:  William  Arthur  (Bill) 

Ward,  72,  administrator  at  Texas  Wesleyan 
University  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  from  1955  to 
1993  and  author  of  “Think  It  Over”  columns 
syndicated  nationally  to  newspapers,  died 
March  30.  He  wrote  or  compiled  and  edited 
17  books,  including  “Thoughts  of  a  Christian 
Optimist.” 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


A  SERVICE  OF  DEATH  AND  RESURRECTION 


Hannah  Kathryn  Clem 
July  21, 1989  -  March  27, 1994 


" Fuzzy  Bear  with  Balloon" 
by  Hannah 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
Anniston,  Alabama 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

PIEDMONT,  Ala. — Early  on 
the  day  they  buried  their  daugh¬ 
ter,  Hannah,  the  Revs.  Kelly  and 
Dale  Clem  had  a  visit  with  Vice 
President  A1  Gore  who  handed 
them  a  letter  of  sympathy  from 
President  Clinton. 

Mr.  Gore  was  touring  neigh¬ 
borhoods  of  Piedmont  hit  hard¬ 
est  by  a  tornado  on  Palm 
Sunday.  A  National  Weather  Ser¬ 
vice  meteorologist  in  the  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.,  office,  said  the 
tornado  apparently  reached 
winds  of  200-260  mph. 

Ms.  Clem  was  leading  the  wor¬ 
ship  service  at  Goshen  United 
Methodist  Church  when  their 
daughter  was  killed,  but  Mr.  Clem, 
head  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
nearby  Jacksonville  (Ala.)  State 
University,  was  in  Lawton,  Okla., 
leading  a  work  camp  at  a  Native 
American  mission. 

Ms.  Clem,  whose  eyes  and 
forehead  were  red  and  purple 
with  bruises  from  being  hit  by 
falling  brick,  told  the  vice  presi¬ 
dent  that  the  farm  communities 
around  Piedmont  had  no  torna¬ 
do  warning  system.  Mr.  Gore  as¬ 
sured  her  that  the  area  would  get 


Pastor's  daughter  among 
tornado's  young  victims 


ANNISTON,  Ala. — A  drawing  by  Hannah  Clem,  4,  was  the 
cover  art  for  her  funeral  program.  Some  of  her  paintings  were 
used  as  part  of  the  chancel  decoration.  Miss  Clem  was  one  of 
six  children  killed  when  a  tornado  slammed  into  Goshen  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Piedmont,  Ala.,  on  Palm  Sunday. 

Vice  president  offers 
pastor's  family  sympathy 


Mr.  Gore  was 
touring  neighborhoods 
of  Piedmont  hit  hardest 
by  a  tornado  on  Palm 
Sunday. 

one.  By  that  afternoon,  U.S. 
Weather  Service  personnel  were 
at  the  Goshen  church. 

The  church  is  two  miles  north 
of  Piedmont,  a  community  of 
about  5,500  residents,  not  far 
from  the  Georgia  border  and 
about  80  miles  from  Birmingham. 

Ms.  Clem  told  reporters  that  a 
memorial  service  will  be  planned 
as  a  “pulling  together  time”  once 
the  dead  are  buried  and  the  in¬ 
jured  are  stabilized  or  out  of  hos¬ 
pitals. 

The  Goshen  United  Methodist 
congregation  was  not  ready  for 
that,  she  said. 

“We’ve  got  to  have  the  funer¬ 
als  first,”  she  said. 

When  questioned  about  how 
the  Palm  Sunday  tragedy  had  af¬ 
fected  her  faith,  she  said,  “My 
faith  is  not  shaken.  It  is  my  faith 
that  gives  me  strength.” 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

PIEDMONT,  Ala.— Four- 
year-old  Hannah  Clem’s  casket 
was  pink,  the  same  color  as  the 
tights  she  wore  to  church  Palm 
Sunday  morning  where  she 
waved  palm  branches  and  sang 
with  the  other  children. 

It  was  by  her  pink  tights  that 
her  mother,  the  Rev.  Kelly  Clem, 
recognized  her  inert  body  under 
bricks  and  rubble  just  seconds  af¬ 
ter  a  tornado  slammed  into  Go¬ 
shen  United  Methodist  Church 
and  destroyed  it. 

Ms.  Clem,  pastor  of  the  church, 
and  church  members  hurriedly 
dug  Hannah  and  other  victims 
and  survivors  out  of  the  rubble. 

'No  life  in  her' 

“But  there  was  no  life  in  her,” 
Ms.  Clem  later  said. 

Hannah  was  one  of  six  chil¬ 
dren  killed  in  the  Palm  Sunday 
tragedy  that  killed  20  and 
wounded  90  of  the  1 40  people  at¬ 
tending  the  worship  service.  Two 
others  were  killed  in  the  Pied¬ 
mont,  Ala.,  community. 

The  children  had  just  finished 
singing  “Jehovah  Jireh,  ”  part  of  a 
children’s  musical,  when  a  wall  of 
brick  crashed  on  the  congregation. 

“There  wasn’t  any  getting 
out,”  said  Carol  Scroggin,  45, 
one  of  those  who  escaped  un¬ 
harmed.  “I  started  hollering  for 
people  to  get  down.  It  took  all  of 
20  seconds.” 

Within  minutes  those  who  were 
able  helped  uncover  the  wounded 
and  the  dead  and  scrambled  out  of 
the  damaged  building. 

The  wounded  were  carried  to 
some  half-dozen  area  hospitals. 

Three  days  later,  a  middle- 
aged  member  of  the  congrega- 


ANNISTON, 
Ala. — The 
Revs.  Kelly 
and  Dale 
Clem,  holding 
their  surviving 
daughter 
Sarah,  2,  had 
warm  smiles 
and  hugs  for 
mourners 
who  attended 
their  daughter 
Hannah's 
funeral. 


tion,  her  forehead  tracked  with 
stitches,  searched  through  the 
rubble  for  a  gift  her  husband  had 
brought  her  from  Saudi  Arabia. 

A  neighbor’s  child  had  bor¬ 
rowed  the  Arabian  headdress  for 
the  musical,  she  explained  to  a  vis¬ 
itor.  Her  husband  was  killed,  she 
said,  and  she  hoped  she  might  find 
some  scraps  of  his  last  gift  to  her. 

Scraps  of  lives  were  scattered 
throughout  the  debris:  A  pair  of 
eyeglasses  here,  a  single  high- 
heeled  patent  leather  shoe  there. 
Pews  were  splintered  and  hymns 
books  buried  under  rubble. 

Crushed  under  bricks  and  con¬ 
crete  blocks  were  pieces  of  music 
the  children  had  sung.  Like  a  defi¬ 
ant  flag  of  hope,  a  still-green  palm 
branch  waved  gently  in  the  breeze. 

“You  can  ask,  my  God,  why 
did  it  happen,”  the  Rev.  Bobby 
R.  Green  told  nearly  700  mourn¬ 
ers  at  Hannah’s  funeral  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  An¬ 
niston,  some  25  miles  south  of 


Piedmont,  where  Ms.  Clem  had 
once  served  as  associate  pastor. 

He  asked  how  can  an  occasion 
that  began  with  celebration  and 
waving  of  palm  branches  end  in 
pain  and  death. 

Dr.  Green  reminded  them  that 
the  first  Palm  Sunday,  too,  was 
the  precursor  to  death — Jesus’ 
death  on  the  cross. 

“But  our  faith  is  not  the  faith 
of  Palm  Sunday,”  he  said.  “It  is 
the  faith  of  Easter  and  hope  and 
resurrection.” 

Kingdom  can  be  glimpsed 

It  is  through  children  like  Han¬ 
nah  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
can  be  glimpsed,  he  said. 

Surrounded  in  the  chancel  by 
Hannah’s  brightly  colored  paint¬ 
ings  of  bears,  bunnies  and  flow¬ 
ers,  he  talked  about  a  Hannah 
who  sang  and  danced  and  be¬ 
lieved  that  in  death  “your  heart 
goes  to  heaven  and  lives  and 
lives  and  lives  with  Jesus.” 


CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  AND  FAMILY  Min- 
istries.  Full-time.  3800-member  church.  Experience 
preferred.  Salary/benefits  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Submit  resume  (with  salary  history  and  refer¬ 
ences)  to:  Rev.  Charlene  Zuill,  Fust  United  Church, 
21 1 1  Camino  dd  Rio  South,  San  Diego,  CA  92108. 


WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Infant 

Care  Center  at  Marvin  United  Methodist  Church, 
300  West  Erwin,  Tyler,  TX  75702.  Deadline  for  ap¬ 
plications  with  resumes  is  April  15th.  Applicants 
must  be  able  to  be  state  certified.  We  presentry  have 
an  infant  to  24  month  program  with  pans  to  expand 
to  36  month  by  September.  For  applications  write  to 
the  church  address,  attention:  Kathy  Turner  or  call 
(903)592-7396. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  position  avail¬ 

able  immediately.  2100-member  church  located  in 
growing  community.  Salary  negotiable  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Position  will  be  filled  by  beginning  of  June. 
(713)  487-8787.  Fust  UMC,  1062  Fairmont  Park- 
way,  Pasadena,  TX  77504. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  ADULT 

Ministries.  Seeking  a  full-time  director  for  ongoing 
program  in  a  suburban  church  of  2000  members. 
Contact  Fust  United  Methodist  Church,  1903  East 
Euclid,  Arlington  Heights,  IL  60004.  (708)  255-51 11 


EXCEPTIONAL  GROUP  OF  TEENAGERS  in 

America’s  10th  largest  dty  seeking  dynamic  Youth  Di¬ 
rector  who  has  a  love  for  Christ  and  a  heart  for  leers. 
Colonial  Hills,  led  by  a  visionary  team,  offers  contem¬ 
porary  worship  and  a  highly  developed  lay  ministry. 
Mail  or  fax  your  story  to  the  search  team,  Shirley  ml 
and  Harry  Stoorza,  Colonial  Hills  UMC,  5247  Van^ 
Jackson,  San  Antonio,  TX  78230.  (210)  342-7591 


WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Looking  for 

energetic,  enthusiastic,  talented  individuaL  Program 
includes  choral,  bells,  special  productions  for  involve¬ 
ment  of  all  ages.  Looking  for  challenge,  fellowship 
and  accomplishment?  Send  resume  to:  Music  Direc¬ 
tor  Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  207  N.  Halagueno  SL,  Carlsbad,  NM  88220. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/Organist  po¬ 

sition,  Trinity-Fust  UMC,  810  N.  Oregon,  H  Paso, 
"DC  79902j  (915)  533-2674.  1 500-meniber  congrega¬ 
tion.  Requires  formal  organ/choral  training,  advanced 
degree  in  organ  performance  and  choral  conduction. 
Graded  choral  and  handbell  program.  35  rank,  3 
manual,  Moller.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate 
with  experience.  Rcsume/rcfcrences  to:  Rev.  Charles 
Crutchfield  at  above  address. 


FULL-TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE,  Director  of 

Programming/Youth,  1300  +  church  near  UM-rdat- 
ed  university.  Desire  3-5  years  Christian  education 
experience  for  expanding/deveioping  programming/ 
-~',h  ministry.  Resume  before  April  15:  Rev.  Bob 
i,  Aldersgate  UMC,  1741  Sayfcs,  Abilene,  TX 
79605.(915)672-7893. 


PirnUDMT  At  AIL  .  ...  REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

j. viu L  ,.~7A  ?a  m  *,ranchi  carried  by  a  child  on  Palm  Sunday  at  Goshen  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  lies  in  the  rubble  of  the  now-destroyed  church  building.  Under  the  branch  is  a 
cover  for  part  of  the  music  the  children  were  singing  when  the  tornado  hit. 


Stricken  area  rebuilds  lives,  but  not  alone 


By  JAMES  H.  STEELE 

United  Methodist  News  Servive 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala. — In  the  af¬ 
termath  of  tragic  Palm  Sunday  tor¬ 
nadoes  across  the  Southeast, 
families  in  two  of  Alabama’s  hard¬ 
est-hit  communities  have  begun  the 
slow,  painful  process  of  rebuilding 
shatt«red  lives  and  property. 

But  they  are  not  doing  so  alone. 

In  the  best  tradition  of  United 
Methodist  connectionalism,  minis¬ 
ters  and  laypeople  joined  in  comfort¬ 


ing  the  bereaved,  planning  funerals, 
supplying  immediate  physical  neces¬ 
sities  and  laying  groundwork  for 
long-term  assistance. 

At  Piedmont,  the  Goshen  United 
Methodist  Church  sanctuary  col¬ 
lapsed  as  a  tornado  slammed  into  the 
building  during  the  1 1  a.m.  worship 
March  27  (see  related  story  above). 

A  few  minutes  earlier,  at  Spring 
Garden  10  miles  north,  the  same 
storm  system  had  hit  venerable 
Union  Grove  United  Methodist 
Church,  where  approximately  65 


PIEDMONT, 

Ala. — Bishop 
Robert  E.  Fannin 
(Birmingham 
Area) surveys 
damage  to 
Goshen  United 
Methodist 
Church  after  a 
tornado  hit  it  on 
Palm  Sunday. 
Twenty  people 
were  killed  and 
90  injured. 
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parishioners  were  gathered  for  10 
a.m.  worship. 

Miraculously,  there  were  only  mi¬ 
nor  injuries.  But  the  building  was  se¬ 
verely  damaged— possibly  beyond 
repair — and  many  church  members 
experienced  substantial  property 
damage.  Ten  families  in  the  congre¬ 
gation  were  reported  homeless. 

As  word  of  the  tragedies  spread, 
United  Methodist  ministers  from 
the  Anniston  District  and  beyond 
converged  on  the  sites  to  offer  sup¬ 
port,  counseling  and  cleanup. 

“This  tragic  event  is  one  we  feel 
in  a  very  personal  way,”  said  Bish¬ 
op  Robert  E.  Fannin  (Birmingham 
Area),  episcopal  leader  of  the  North 
Alabama  Annual  Conference. 

“Our  hearts  are  broken,  but  we 
have  our  faith  to  sustain  us,  and  it 
has  sustained  us  mightily. 

“Our  church  will  be  present  for 
the  entire  community,  not  just  for 
our  own  members.” 

On  the  Monday  after  the  tomado, 
30  ministers  met  at  nearby  Pied¬ 
mont  First  United  Methodist 
Church  to  organize  counseling 
teams.  Ministers  earlier  had  been 
assigned  to  six  hospitals  where  the 
injured  were  being  treated. 

According  to  Anniston  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  Herbert  L.  Williamson, 
each  member  of  Goshen  church  has 
been  assigned  a  clergy  volunteer.  Sev¬ 


eral  former  Goshen  pastors  were  con¬ 
tacted  for  assistance. 

The  Rev.  Steve  Sweatt,  a  hospital 
chaplain  and  a  staffer  with  the 
North  Alabama  Office  of  Pastoral 
Care  and  Counseling,  began  pasto¬ 
ral  counseling  on  the  scene  within 
hours  after  the  storm. 

The  day  after  the  tomado,  he 
phoned  every  Goshen  congregation 
family  to  offer  assistance  and  to 
compile  a  list  of  injured  persons. 

Mr.  Sweatt  was  joined  by  his  col¬ 
league,  the  Rev.  LuAnne  Wages- 
Smith.  Ms.  Wages-Smith,  also  a 
pastoral  counselor,  expected  to  re¬ 
main  on  the  scene  for  several  days. 

In  advising  clergy  volunteers  on 
counseling  techniques,  the  two  em¬ 
phasized  that  the  ultimate  need  is 
for  long-term  care  and  follow-up. 

Immediate  needs  are  emotional 
support  and  processing,  especially 
for  children. 

People  with  losses  may  bring  up 
faith  issues,  most  notably  question¬ 
ing  the  will  of  God. 

“Don’t  try  to  explore  theological 
matters  or  try  to  give  definitive  an¬ 
swers,”  Mr.  Sweatt  cautioned.  “Just 
love  and  support  them.” 

Mr.  Steele,  of  Birmingham,  for¬ 
merly  edited  United  Methodist 
newspapers  in  Missouri,  Indiana 
and  Alabama. 


How  to  help 

tornado  victims 


^Contributions: 

Send  gifts  for  tornado  relief  via 
your  annual  conference  treasurer 
to  Advance  Special  No. 
901480-4  Palm  Sunday  Storms 
—  Southeastern  Jurisdiction.  Gifts 
in  memory  of  Hannah  Clem 
may  be  sent  to  the  North  Alabama 
Annual  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry.  898  Arkadelphia 
Road.  Birmingham.  AL  3S204. 
Contributions  will  be  used  to 
develop  playgrounds  at  North 
Alabama’s  Camp  Sumatanga. 

^Volunteers: 

Church  relief  officials  are  still 
assessing  needs  for  volunteers 
and  other  materials.  Those  needs 
will  be  published  as  they  are  deter¬ 
mined,  Please  don’t  send  any  goods 
now. 


Map  used  with  permission  of  The  Tennessean. 
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HEALTH  AWARDS:  The  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Department,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  re¬ 
cently  gave  Marie  Mealiff  of  Iowa  its  1994 
Conference  Health  and  Welfare  Chairperson 
Award.  She  helped  establish  a  parish  nursing 
program  for  local  churches,  in  which  nurses 
can  provide  hands-on  medical  care  but  primar¬ 
ily  focus  on  teaching  good  health  practices. 

The  department  gave  its  1994  International 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Award  to  Har¬ 
ris  Methodist  Health  Systems  of  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  for  its  development  of  a  comprehensive 
health-care  reform  program  for  Hungary. 

MORE  HEALTH  AWARDS:  The 

United  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  recently  presented  its  distin¬ 
guished  service  award  to  the  Rev.  Robert 
Howerton  Jr.,  senior  vice  president  of  Method¬ 
ist  Health  Systems  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  Burling¬ 
ton  (W.Va.)  United  Methodist  Family  Services 
was  named  organization  of  the  year  by  the  as¬ 
sociation,  and  members  of  Roswell  (Ga.)  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  were  honored  for 
distinguished  service  by  a  local  congregation. 

WOMEN  WIN  HONORS:  Two 

young  Roman  Catholic  women  have  been  cho¬ 
sen  to  receive  1994-95  fellowship  and  scholar¬ 
ship  awards  from  United  Methodist 
Communications.  Kathleen  Murphy  of  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Va.,  won  the  $6,000  Stoody-West  Fellow¬ 
ship  for  graduate  study  toward  a  career  in 
religious  journalism.  A  1 990  graduate  of 
Northwestern  University  journalism  school, 
she  is  attending  Yale  Divinity  School.  Heather 
Buchta,  a  student  in  the  Moving  Image  Arts 
Department  of  the  College  of  Santa  Fe,  N.M., 
will  receive  the  $2,500  Leonard  M.  Perryman 
Scholarship  for  Ethnic  Minority  Students. 

HISTORY  PUBLISHED:  The  United 

Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
recently  published  a  history  of  its  Committee  to 
Eliminate  Institutional  Racism.  The  panel 
dates  to  a  1975  report  to  the  board  stating  that 
people  of  color  meant  to  break  from  being 
“objects  of  mission  to  being  participants  in 
mission.”  Agency  directors  then  adopted  rec¬ 
ommendations  that  became  the  foundation  for 
a  critical  inside  look  at  institutional  racism. 


TO  HEAD  AGENCY:  a  55-year-oid 

former  missionary  to  Brazil  has  been  named 
chief  executive  of  an  unofficial  mission-sending 
agency  supported  by  United  Methodists.  The 

Rev.  Alvern  Vom  Steeg,  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Fresno,  Calif., 
since  1980,  will  become  president  of  the  Atlan¬ 
ta-based  Mission  Society  for  United  Method¬ 
ists  July  1 .  He  succeeds  Julia  McLean 
Williams,  who  is  retiring. 

NBC-TV  AT  CHURCH:  The  pilot  for 

a  possible  NBC-TV  series  about  a  clergywoman 
serving  her  first  pastorate  will  be  filmed  shortly 
after  Easter  at  Liberty  Park  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Seattle.  Patty  Duke  is  to  play  Han¬ 
nah  Miller,  main  character  for  the  series,  ac¬ 
cording  to  NBC  Location  Manager  Bruce 
Lawhead.  Mr.  Lawhead  said  Liberty  Park, 
built  in  1912,  was  chosen  because  of  its 
“charming,  interesting  character”  and  its  “tra¬ 
ditional”  appearance. 


Faith  at  work 
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'Boomerang  boxes'  foil  quake 

To  send  earthquake  relief  supplies  to 
California,  call  Habitat  for  Humanity,  1-800-266- 
7047,  with  pertinent  shipping  information  from 
8:30  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Pacific  Time  on  weekdays. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

Call  it  the  case  of  the  “boomer¬ 
ang  boxes.” 

Members  of  about  a  dozen 
United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
Baltimore-Washington  area  band¬ 
ed  together  recently  to  send  relief 
supplies  to  earthquake-stricken 
Southern  California  only  to  have 
the  supplies  “returned  to  sender.” 

The  boxes  had  been  sent  to  a 
warehouse  at  the  address  provid¬ 
ed  by  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief.  However, 
the  United  Parcel  Service  driver 
reportedly  tried  for  five  days  to 
deliver  the  supplies  only  to  find 
the  warehouse  closed  each  time. 

“This  is  just  terrible,”  said 
UMCOR  staff  member  Lloyd 
Rollins,  clearly  distressed  as  he 


spoke  with  the  Reporter. 

“But  we  have  fixed  the  problem. 
[At  least  some  returned]  supplies 
are  being  stored  at  the  Brethren 
Service  Center  in  New  Windsor, 
Md.  They  will  be  returned  to  Cali¬ 
fornia  at  UMCOR  expense.” 

The  warehouse  spokesperson 
told  the  Baltimore  Connection,  a 
publication  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Baltimore-Washington  con¬ 
ference,  that  about  10  or  15  small 
boxes  containing  mostly  food  kits 
and  baby  supplies  were  there. 


The  Rev.  Warren  Ebinger,  head 
of  the  Baltimore-Washington  con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  told  the  Baltimore 
Connection  that  he  was  greatly 
disappointed  by  the  problems. 

“Frankly,  I  am  upset,”  he  said. 
“I  understand  that  things  like 
this  can  happen.  But  I  think  this 
one  does  need  some  study.” 

What  happened? 

UMCOR’s  standard  operating 
procedure  is  to  advise  local 
church  officials  at  the  time  of  a 
disaster.  How  the  local  officials 


carry  out  a  disaster  plan  is  ulti¬ 
mately  their  own  decision. 

California-Pacific  United  Meth¬ 
odist  spokeswoman  Peg  Parker 
said,  “We  appreciate  the  gifts  that 
were  sent.  We  just  weren’t  in  a  po¬ 
sition  to  receive  them. 

“It  was  just  awful  around  here. 
All  kinds  of  problems  obstructed 
finding  a  warehouse  in  Los  Ange¬ 
les  following  the  disaster.  Once 
we  found  one,  it  had  to  be  in¬ 
spected  before  authorities  would 
allow  anyone  inside.” 

The  California-Pacific  confer¬ 
ence  had  planned  to  find  some¬ 
one  to  run  the  warehouse,  said 
Dan  Inloes,  who  was  recently 
hired  to  direct  emergency  opera¬ 
tions  for  the  conference,  but  the 
plan  had  not  been  carried  out  by 
the  time  the  supplies  arrived. 

Now  arrangements  have  been 


relief 

made  with  Habitat  for  Humanity 
to  share  the  warehouse  and  to 
staff  it,  he  said.  Habitat  is  also 
providing  a  computer  system  to 
track  contributions  and  their  dis¬ 
tribution. 

Nan  Joesten,  who  heads  Habi¬ 
tat's  earthquake  relief  efforts, 
said  donors  should  call  1-800- 
266-7047  with  pertinent  shipping 
information  such  as  the  name  of 
the  carrier  and  the  date  and  time 
of  arrival.  Because  it  is  a  Habitat 
for  Humanity  phone  line,  she 
said  United  Methodists  should 
clearly  state  that  they  are  calling 
about  an  UMCOR  shipment. 

The  phone  is  answered  from 
8:30  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Pacific  Time 
on  weekdays,  Ms.  Joesten  said. 
An  answering  machine  will  take 
messages  when  the  office  is 
closed,  she  said. 


In  Mobile,  United  Methodists 
fight  poverty  on  many  fronts 


By  |OHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

At  Dumas  Wesley  Community 
Center,  Program  Director  Clara 
Ester  makes  no  bones  about  it: 

“We’re  trying  to  serve  what  is 
classified  as  an  unpopular  part  of 
the  population.  We  do  it  by 
showing  love  and  care  for  whole 
families.  They  need  money  and 
prayers. 

“But  we’re  not  going  to  have  a 
population  to  serve  if  we  don’t 
stop  crime.  More  laws  won’t  do 
it.  We  need  to  ‘boot  camp’  the 
community.” 

Dumas  Wesley  started  86  years 
ago  as  a  day  care  center  for  chil¬ 
dren  of  white  families  working  in 
a  cotton  mill.  But  as  the  mill 


ground  to  a  close  and  black  fam¬ 
ilies  replaced  whites,  according 
to  United  Methodist  Deaconess 
Ester,  “New  York  [Global  Minis¬ 
tries  board]  told  us  we  had  to 
change.” 

Now  the  day  care  center,  li¬ 
censed  for  157  children,  is  most¬ 
ly  black. 

“Our  pre-schoolers  learn  their 
A-B-Cs,  their  l-2-3s  and  they 
leant  their  name  and  they  see 
their  name  constantly  on  their  ta¬ 
ble,  their  chairs,  their  clothes.” 

Day-care  fees  range  from  $1  a 
week  for  the  very  poorest  to  $  1 35  a 
month  for  those  who  can  afford  it. 

“If  a  kid  needs  it,  we  clean  him 
up  when  he  gets  here.  We  fix 
their  hair  and  sometimes  put 


On  Bie  Read  with  the  General  Beard  ef  Glebal  Ministries 

Missions  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 


UM?  MAP  BY  DfflRA  MCXNCJtr 


Reporter  Editor  John  A.  Lovelace  recently 
returned  from  a  tour  of  United  Methodist 
ministries  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The 
map  above  identifies  cities  where  these 
ministries  are  located.  All  are  related  to 
the  church's  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 


them  in  clean  clothes  for  the  day, 
then  re-dress  them  before  we 
send  them  home. 

“The  majority  get  free  meals 
here — a  hot  breakfast  and  lunch 
and  an  afternoon  snack.  We’re 
open  6:30  to  6.  We  advise  them 
to  eat  here.  For  some,  it’s  the 
only  way  they’ll  get  decent  food.” 

But  Dumas  Wesley  is  much 
more  than  a  day-care  center.  At 
the  other  end  of  its  age-based  ser¬ 
vices  is  SAIL — Senior  Activities 
Independent  Living.  Anyone  un¬ 
der  age  60  need  not  apply. 

Inside  the  gymnasium/audito¬ 
rium  of  the  former  Assemblies  of 
God  church  which  Dumas  Wes¬ 
ley  bought  a  few  years  ago  for 
$500,000,  seniors  play  table 
games  and  eat  a  hot  lunch. 

In  between  the  age  extremes 
are: 

■f  A  diverse  sports  program 
for  youths, 

/  A  community-action  group 
named  Concerned  Citizens  of 
Crichton  (as  this  12,000-popula¬ 
tion  section  of  Mobile  is  known), 

•f  Adult  education  classes, 


MOBILE, 

Ala. — Clara 
Ester,  program 
director  of 
Dumas  Wesley 
Center,  talks  to 
visitors.  Behind 
her  is  a  photo 
of  one  of  the 
center's 
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S  A  low-cost  but  not  no-cost 
Christmas  toy  store, 

•f  Paralegal  counsel  for  the  el¬ 
derly  and 

S  Pregnancy-avoidance  ses¬ 
sions  for  teen-agers. 

Rather  than  fight  or  deny  the 
common  wisdom  that  poverty 
can  ensnare  generations  of  the 
same  family,  Dumas  Wesley  cele¬ 
brates  it.  Some  of  its  “graduates” 


several  years 
ago. 
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have  children  or  even  grandchil¬ 
dren  in  the  program,  and  some 
"graduates”  serve  on  the  board 
or  as  volunteers. 

Giving  from  all  levels  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to¬ 
taled  $55,000  of  the  center’s  $1.3 
million  budget  in  1992.  By  the 
center’s  charter,  all  of  its  trustees 
and  50  percent  of  its  directors 
are  United  Methodists. 


'Shalom  Zone'  sites  on  the  increase 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  United  Methodist  urban- 
ministries  project  prompted  by 
the  1992  Los  Angeles  riots  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  expand  to  40  sites  by 
the  end  of  1995. 

Project  sites — referred  to  as 
“shalom  zones” — currently  num¬ 
ber  seven  in  Los  Angeles,  with 
another  1 5  sites  in  the  works,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  John  Schol. 


project  director  from  the  Nation¬ 
al  Division,  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  cities  of  Boston,  New  York, 
Chicago  and  Miami  were  recently 
approved  for  the  denomination’s 
national  Shalom  Zone  program. 

The  current  seven  sites  are  in 
Pico  Union,  South  Central  Los  An¬ 
geles,  East  Los  Angeles,  Korea- 
town,  Centro  Shalom,  Long  Beach 
and  the  San  Fernando  Valley. 


Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Harris¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  Area)  who  leads  the 
churchwide  Shalom  Committee, 
said  increasing  interest  in  creat¬ 
ing  shalom  sites  is  because  of  the 
movement’s  successful  strategy. 

The  strategy  involves  tapping 
into  all  political,  social  and  spiri¬ 
tual  resources  available  in  a  com¬ 
munity  to  address  systemic  urban 
problems  such  as  poverty  and  un¬ 
employment,  Bishop  May  said. 
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The  Beeson  Pastor  Program 

m  )  owerful  preaching.  Visionaiy  leadership.  Vibrant  spirituality. 
f  That's  what  the  church  of  today  needs.  That’s  what  the  Beeson 
Pastor  Program  promises. 

Ifyou  desire  to  grow  as  a  preacher  and  leader,  Asbury  Seminaiy's 
newest  doctor  of  ministry  track  is  for  you.  Developed  by  pastors,  for 
pastors,  you’ll  learn  to  energize  your  sermons,  maximize  your  resources 
and  revolutionize  your  spiritual  life. 

Sharpen  your  ministry  through  on-  and  off-campus  mentoring  experi¬ 
ences  with  today  s  most  accomplished  professors  and  pastors.  Intensive 
preaching  labs,  site  visits  to  leading  churches  and  exposure  to  state-of- 
the-art  technology  will  equip  you  for  relevant,  life-changing  ministry. 

Following  the  one-year  residential  program,  funded  by  the  Beeson 
Pastor  grant,  you'll  return  to  the  pastorate  prepared  to  face  today’s 
challenges.  Call  Asbuiy  Seminary’s  director  of  admissions  today  at 
1-800-2-ASBURY  to  learn  more  about  one  of  the  most  exciting  doctoral 
opportunities  available. 


204  N.  I^exington  Ave.  •  VVilmore,  KY  40390-1 199 


Persecution  shadows 
Bulgarian  UMs'  joy 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  in  Bulgaria  re¬ 
joiced  Easter  Sunday  in  a  double 
resurrection — Christ’s  victory  over 
death  and  the  restoration  of  their 
mother  church’s  sanctuary  after  the 
dead  years  of  communism. 

Nonetheless,  persecution  of  Prot¬ 
estants  by  government  and  the  me¬ 
dia  is  growing,  prompted  in  some 
instances  by  factions  in  the  Bulgari¬ 
an  Orthodox  Church. 

That’s  the  report  from  the  office 
of  United  Methodist  Bishop  Hein¬ 
rich  Bolleter  (Central  and  Southern 
Europe  Area). 

The  mother  congregation,  Dr. 
Long  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Sofia,  Bulgaria,  rededicated  its  re¬ 
stored  sanctuary  April  3. 

The  church  is  named  for  Method¬ 
ist  missionary  Albert  Long  who 
came  to  Bulgaria  in  the  late  1800s. 
Among  his  many  accomplishments, 
he  was  the  first  person  to  translate 
the  Bible  into  Bulgarian. 

As  evidence  of  growing  persecu¬ 
tion  against  Protestants  in  Bulgaria, 
Bishop  Bolleter’s  office  provided 
the  Reporter  a  translation  of  a  state¬ 
ment  from  the  Rev.  Bedros  Altun- 
ian,  the  church’s  superintendent  in 
Bulgaria. 

“The  political  situation  in  Bulgar¬ 
ia  is  very  intricate,”  Mr.  Altunian’s 
report  stated. 

“The  democratic  forces,  which 
four  years  ago  enforced  the  ‘tender 


revolution,’  are  split  up  and  com¬ 
pete  with  one  another  in  a  destruc¬ 
tive  way. 

“. . .  The  economy  is  disastrous. 
The  State  is  bankrupt.  . . .  Almost 
everything  is  out  of  control.” 

Mr.  Altunian  said  that  a  cam¬ 
paign  began  six  months  ago  against 
the  “sects,”  meaning  Protestants,  in 
Bulgaria. 

“A  discriminating  bill  on  reli¬ 
gious  affairs  is  in  preparation,”  Mr. 
Altunian  reported.  “And  we  have  to 
confess  that  aggressive  missions 
[not  United  Methodist]  from  Swe¬ 
den  and  the  United  States  provoked 
this  campaign.” 

Bulgarian  United  Methodists 
haven’t  been  too  affected  at  the 
highest  levels  by  the  smear  cam¬ 
paign,  but  local  persecution  is  grow¬ 
ing,  Mr.  Altunian’s  report  said. 

“There  are  many  attempts  to  hin¬ 
der  church  life,  the  building  of  new 
chapels  etc.,”  Mr.  Altunian  stated. 
There  are  seven  existing  churches  in 
Bulgaria  and  three  more  are  planned. 

Mr.  Altunian  said  that  Bulgarian 
United  Methodists  most  need  pas¬ 
tors  and  lay  leadership  training. 

“We  are  grateful  for  the  diaconal 
minister  [Marilyn  Beecher]  and  the 
pastor  [the  Rev.  Carlos  Otero]  sent 
to  us  by  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries.  [Mr.  Otero’s  wife,  Es¬ 
ther,  is  also  a  commissioned 
missionary  to  Bulgaria]. 

“We  trust  in  the  Lord  that  he  will 
encourage  and  bless  his  disciples 
day  by  day.” 


Give  your  favorite  graduates  a  gift  that  will  enrich  their 
lives  and  give  them  a  brighter  future.  In  Good-bye  High  School, 
Hello  College  (0-687-15527-4,  $9.00),  Will  Willimon  draws  on 
his  experience  as  a  college  chaplain  to  provide  Bible-based 
reflections  on  the  new  beginnings  awaiting  high  school 
graduates.  No  matter  what  vocational  field  graduates  choose  to 
enter,  Higher  Than  the  Top  (0-687-17002-8,  $7.00)  is  the  ideal 
gift.  Here,  23  successful  business 
professionals  —  from  Famous  Amos  to 
Dave  Thomas 
of  Wendys  — 
share  their 
inspirational 
stories  of 
faith. 


Call  or  visit  your  Cokesbury  store, 
or  order  toll  free 
1-800-672-1789. 
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The  work 
of  appointment 
making 

Bishops  wear  many  hats.  We 
are  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
leaders  of  our  denomination,  ,s  °P  Wl,liam  Oden 
but  we  have  very  little  legislated  power  or  authority. 
Of  all  our  responsibilities,  the  one  that  affects  local 
churches  the  most  is  that  of  personnel  supervisor. 
The  bishop  and  the  district  superintendents  togeth¬ 
er  make  up  the  Appointive  Cabinet  and  have  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  placing  pastors  after  intensive 
consultation  with  local  church  Pastor-Parish  Rela¬ 
tions  committees  and  the  clergy  themselves.  This  is 
a  very  lengthy  and  complex  process  and  I  am  most  appreciative  of  the 
sensitive  leadership  and  dedicated  work  that  our  district  superinten¬ 
dents  do  in  this  area. 

In  a  survey  taken  almost  a  decade  ago,  the  bishops  named  appoint¬ 
ment-making  as  one  of  their  most  frustrating  tasks.  Every  church  cries 
out  for  “super-preach!”  In  a  by  gone  day  of  denominational  loyalty, 
there  was  a  higher  tolerance  of  mediocre  pastors.  That  day  is  gone. 
Every  local  church  wants  a  combination  of  St.  Francis,  Billy  Graham 
and  your  favorite  pastor  that  you  remember  so  well. 

Our  Cabinet,  in  time  consuming  consultation,  struggles  all  year  on 
this  matter.  I  confess  some  appointments  do  not  work.  The  miracle  is 
that  most  do!  And  when  we  compare  the  appointive  system  of  sending 
pastors  instead  of  a  congregation’s  calling  the  one  satisfying  the  lowest 
common  denominator  of  a  pulpit  committee,  we  are  at  the  essence  of 
the  strength  of  Methodist  itineracy. 

Let  me  quote  one  of  our  colleagues.  Bishop  Ensley: 

Every  church  needs  a  pastor  who  is  a  good  preacher.  Every 
church  needs  a  pastor  who  is  a  good  pastor.  The  same 
church  also  needs  a  pastor  who  is  a  good  educator.  Like¬ 
wise,  it  needs  one  who  relates  well  to  youth;  who  is  a  good 
administrator;  who  is  able  in  finance;  and  so  on  ...  To  my 
observation,  ours  is  the  only  denomination  that  provides 
each  church  with  a  pastor  who  has  all  these  abilities.  We 
send  in  succession. 

While  this  was  written  tongue  in  cheek,  it  carries  truth.  I  have  be¬ 
come  convinced  that  a  bishop  friend  is  right  when  he  says  “It  does  no 
good  to  ask  a  Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committee  what  characteristics 
they  want  in  a  pastor.  The  real  question  is  “What  needs  to  be  done?’  ” 

I  am  pleased  to  report  to  our  laity  and  clergy  that  this  year  we  will 
have  the  lowest  number  of  appointment  changes  in  the  last  six  years. 
This  means  that  our  appointment  tenures  are  becoming  longer,  which 
is  indicative  of  the  stability  of  a  mature  conference  with  effective  clergy 
and  healthy  churches.  While  there  are  exceptions  to  this,  the  appoint¬ 
ment  profile  of  1994  shows  that  we  have  competent  and  committed 
clergy  doing  tremendous  work  under  tough  conditions.  And  most  of  the 
moves  that  will  be  announced  at  Annual  Conference  will  be  because  of 
retirements,  pastors  who  deserve  to  move  after  long  tenures,  or  after  in¬ 
tensive  prayer  and  discernment  on  the  part  of  the  Cabinet  in  careful 
consultation  with  pastors  and  local  churches. 


Around  the  Conference 


April  is  Child  Abuse  Prevention 
Month.  Rev.  Betsy  Irvine,  director 
of  Louisiana  CrossLines,  will  assist 
in  presenting  the  Eighth  Annual 
Statewide  Conference  on  Child 
Abuse  and  Neglect.  The  event  will 
be  held  Monday,  April  18,  and 
Tuesday,  April  19,  at  Riverside 
Centroplex  in  Baton  Rouge.  “The 
Experiences  of  Childhood  Last  a 
Lifetime”  is  the  theme  for  the  con¬ 
ference  to  be  presented  by  Louisi¬ 
ana  Council  on  Child  Abuse. 

Subjects  will  include,  “Training 
Parents  to  Manage  Oppositional 
Behavior,”  “Medical  and  Behavior¬ 
al  Indicators  of  Child  Maltreat¬ 
ment,”  ‘‘Allegations  of  Sexual 
Abuse  Within  Custody  Battles,” 
and  many  others.  Irvine,  assisted  by 
Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell,  pastor  of 
Hartzell  Mt.  Zion,  Slidell  will  con¬ 
duct  a  session  titled,  “What  Can  the 
Church  Do?” 

*  *  * 

Church  Women  United  has  sched¬ 
uled  the  May  Fellowship  Day  obser¬ 
vance  for  Friday,  May  6,  in 
Jefferson  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  Joyce 
Reed,  CWU  state  president  and 
member  of  that  church,  said.  Regis¬ 
tration  will  be  at  10  a.m.  and  a  pro¬ 
gram  will  begin  at  10:30  a.m. 

CWU  recently  held  its  21st  Annu¬ 
al  Meeting  at  Lakeview  Presbyterian 
Church  in  New  Orleans.  “Revital¬ 
ization:  Rekindle  the  Flame”  was 
the  theme.  Rev.  Robina  Winbush  of 
New  York  was  the  speaker.  She  is  in 
charge  of  revitalization  and  ecu¬ 
menical  development  for  the  orga¬ 
nization.  4 

*  *  * 

"Seeking  Reality”  is  the  theme 
for  a  revival  to  be  held  April  17-19 
at  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  Judi 
Sarver  reports.  The  event  will  fea¬ 
ture  Edmund  W.  Robb  Jr.,  evangeli¬ 
cal  speaker  and  writer.  He  has  been 
a  church  pastor  for  over  21  years 
and  an  evangelist  for  2 1  years. 

Due  to  Robb’s  efforts,  A  Founda¬ 
tion  for  Theological  Education  was 
formed.  Committed  to  evangelical 
theological  renewal  within  the 
UMC,  the  organization  assists  stu¬ 
dents,  called  John  Wesley  Scholars, 
in  obtaining  doctorate  degrees. 

Robb  will  speak  at  three  morning 
worship  services  at  Asbury  on  April 
17  and  at  7  p.m.  April  18  and  19. 
During  the  revival  days  he  will  ad¬ 
dress  various  small  groups. 

*  *  * 

A  Youth-Parent  Communica¬ 
tions  Workshop  entitled,  Let’s 
Talk!”  is  planned  for  Sunday,  April 
1 7,  at  4:30  p.m.  at  Blanchard  UMC 
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Five  slated  to  represent  Louisiana  Conference 
at  Africa  University's  official  opening  in  Zimbabwe 


Louisiana  Conference  will  be  repre¬ 
sented  when  United  Methodists  and 
others  from  around  the  world  gather 
in  Zimbabwe,  Africa,  to  celebrate  the 
official  opening  of  Africa  University, 
the  first  UM-related  institution  of 
higher  learning  in  Africa. 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  Oden,  Dr.  Nan¬ 
cy  Carruth  of  Bunkie  and  Rev.  Don 
Avery,  superintendent  of  the  Alex¬ 
andria  District,  and  his  wife,  Judy, 
will  attend  the  ceremonies  Satur¬ 
day,  April  23,  in  the  southern  Afri¬ 
ca  country. 

Dr.  Carruth  was  an  original  trust¬ 
ee  representing  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration, 
was  on  the  university  site  selection 


committee  and  has  supported  the 
project  financially.  She  also  has 
educated  members  of  Louisiana 
Conference  through  the  showing  of 
the  video,  “Bridge  to  Dreams,”  at 
Annual  Conference  and  by  speaking 
at  other  times  about  the  university. 

Bishop  Oden,  also  a  strong  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  project,  will  represent 
the  Council  of  Bishops  of  the  UMC 
and  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

Zimbabwe’s  president,  Robert 
Mugabe,  will  address  the  more  than 
4,000  persons  expected  to  attend 
the  opening. 

Planned  are  formal  dedications 
of  buildings  and  the  inauguration  of 


Rev.  John  B.  Koelemay,  RIGHT, 
who  served  as  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  Many,  from  1955-59,  is 
congratulated  by  the  present 
pastor,  Rev.  Hulen  Warren  Jr. 
Koelemay  was  honored  with  a 
bronze  marker  placed  on  the 
Fellowship  Hall.  Special  cere¬ 
monies  were  held  last  month. 
The  hall  was  constructed  during 
Koelemay's  last  year  as  the 
church's  minister, 
where  Rev.  Ellen  B.  Montegudo  is 
pastor.  Leadership  will  be  provided 
by  Centenary  School  of  Church  Ca¬ 
reers  Resource  Team  and  Alton 
McKnight,  family  counselor  who  is 
featured  on  a  regularly  scheduled 
program  on  Radio  Station  KEEL  in 
Shreveport. 

The  church’s  second  annual 
Mother-Daughter  Tea  was  held  last 
month.  A  special  tribute  to  mothers 
was  composed  and  read  by  Kayla 
Treadway,  Emily  Heyman  and  Mary 
Lou  Lawler. 


Algiers  UMC  in  New  Orleans, 
which  is  to  observe  its  150th  anni¬ 
versary,  for  years  was  a  New  Or¬ 
leans  landmark  partly  because  of 
the  church’s  bell  tower  topped  with 
a  gilded  hand  whose  index  finger 
pointed  upward  toward  heaven. 
The  church  plans  activities  Satur¬ 
day,  April  16,  and  Sunday,  April 
17,  to  commemorate  the  anniversa¬ 
ry.  Former  members  and  pastors 
will  attend. 

A  tea  honoring  pastors’  wives  will 
be  held  in  Fellowship  Hall  Saturday 
at  2  p.m.  During  the  event,  guests 
will  tour  the  former  parsonage  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  historic  district  of  Al¬ 
giers  Point.  The  home  is  now 
owned  by  church  members,  Ron 
and  Judi  Robertson. 

Remembrance,  renewal 

A  Prayer  and  Praise  Service  of  re¬ 
membrance  and  renewal  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  Saturday  at  7:30  p.m.  Rev. 
Harvey  Delery,  pastor  of  Bethel 
Hill  UMC  in  New  Berlin,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  will  preach.  He  grew  up  in  Al¬ 
giers  UMC  and  entered  the 


Members  of  the  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship,  PICTURED 
ABOVE,  conducted  the  worship  service  at  Louisiana  Memorial 
UMC,  Opelousas,  on  March  13.  The  group  is  led  by  Bill  and  Mary 
Humphries  assisted  by  Sonja  Langlois.  Members  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  were  challenged  to  “fake  a  stand  for  the  Christian  faith  in  this 
world  of  turmoil." 


ministry  as  a  member  of  the  church. 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  will 
preach  during  the  1 50th  Anniversa¬ 
ry  Service  Sunday  at  10:15  a.m.  The 
current  pastor,  Rev.  L.  “Andy” 
Foreman,  pastor  of  Algiers  UMC, 
will  conduct  the  service.  Former 
pastors  will  be  recognized. 

After  the  service,  an  old-fash¬ 
ioned  dinner-on-the-grounds  is 
planned. 

The  beginning  of  Algiers  UMC 
was  Good  Hope  Chapel  completed 
in  April  1844  on  Delaronde  Street. 
The  superintendent  was  Rev. 
Charles  W.  Withal,  a  retired  sea 
captain. 

in  1 847,  the  little  church  official¬ 
ly  became  Algiers  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  South. 

Levee  erosion 

In  the  1850s,  when  erosion  of  the 
levee  threatened  the  original  build¬ 
ing,  the  congregation  purchased 
some  lots  four  blocks  away  on  the 
comer  of  Delaronde  and  Lavergne 
streets. 

A  large  church  was  completed  at 
this  site  in  1857.  The  building  had  a 
steeple  or  bell  tower  topped  with  a 
gilded  hand  with  the  index  finger 
pointing  heavenward.  The  hand 
stayed  for  41  years  and  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  church  being  nick¬ 
named,  “The  Finger  Up  Church.” 

The  building,  remodeled  and  en¬ 
larged  in  1898,  served  a  large  local 
congregation  until  it  was  heavily 
damaged  by  a  hurricane  in  1915.  A 
temporary  building  was  erected  on 
the  site  using  material  remaining  af¬ 
ter  the  storm. 

War  bonds 

Larger  lots  were  purchased  on 
Opelousas  Avenue  a  few  blocks 
away.  World  War  I  delayed  con¬ 
struction  but  ultimately  aided  in  fi¬ 
nancing  the  construction  when 
Methodist  Church-purchased  war 
bonds  were  donated  to  the  congre¬ 
gation. 

In  March  1922,  the  first  services 
were  held  in  the  current  sanctuary. 
The  Dr.  A.  C.  King  Educational 
Building  was  added  in  1954.  Exten¬ 
sive  remodeling  including  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  faceted  glass  windows  was 
completed  in  1979. 


Bishop  Emilio  de 
Caravalho  of  An¬ 
gola  and  Dr. 
John  Wesley  Z. 
Kurewa  of  Mu- 
tare  as  chancellor 
and  vice  chancel¬ 
lor,  respectively. 

Included  will  be 
the  dedication  of 
the  university  en¬ 
tryway  and  bridge; 
the  opening  of  an 
on-campus  Cokes- 
bury  Elook  Store 
and  performances 
by  choirs  from  Af¬ 
rica  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

Dr.  Kurewa, 
Bishop  de  Cara¬ 
valho  and  Bish¬ 
op  Arthur  Kulah 
of  Liberia  will 
also  speak  at 
opening  ceremo¬ 
nies.  The  two  Af¬ 
rican  bishops  are 
credited  with 


Africa  and  West  Africa  Central  Conferences 
and  location  of  Africa  University 


The  sanctuary  of  Algiers  UMC,  New  Orleans,  is  pictured  above  as  it 
appearmow  as  the  1 50th  anniversary  of  the  church  approaches. 

150th  anniversary  set 

Gilded  hand  atop  Algiers  UMC 
with  finger  toward  heaven 
was  a  New  Orleans  landmark 


developing  the  idea  of  Africa  Uni¬ 
versity.  The  mission  project  was  ap¬ 
proved  as  a  worldwide  UM 
initiative  by  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

Four  years  of  planning  led  to  the 
establishment  of  the  university 
which  opened  in  1992.  Now  120 
students  are  enrolled  in  colleges  of 
theology  and  agriculture,  Dr.  Roger 
Ireson,  general  secretary  of  the  UM 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  reports. 

At  Broadmoor 

In  the  United  States,  a  national 
teleconference  on  Sunday,  April  24, 
at  4  p.m.  will  feature  scenes  from 
the  ceremonies  in  Zimbabwe. 

The  production,  cosponsored  by 
UM  Communications  and  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  will  downlink  in  churches 
and  communities  across  the  United 
States  including  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport.  The  congregation  will 
hold  a  special  service  at  4  p.m.  in 
the  chapel. 

The  teleconference  will  bring 
thousands  of  person  into  contact 
with  celebrations  occurring  ten 
thousand  miles  away. 


Africa  University,  whose  official  opening  is  set 
for  April  23,  is  located  in  Zimbabwe  in  the  south¬ 
ern  part  of  Africa.  West  Africa  Central  and  the 
Africa  Central  conferences  of  the  Methodist 
Church  are  shown. 

Broadmoor  will  have  materials 
that  will  allow  the  congregation  to 
participate  in  the  event,  Rev.  Ellen 
Alston  said. 


Women's  Meetings 

A  leadership  conference  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  university  faculty  of 
theology,  the  church’s  Division  on 
Ordained  Ministry  and  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  will  be  held  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  opening. 

On  April  24,  United  Methodists 
will  observe  Heritage  Sunday. 
Prayers  of  Thanksgiving  will  be  of¬ 
fered  and  determination  renewed  in 
support  of  Africa  University,  a  “pay 
as  you  grow”  missional  enterprise. 

A  District-wide  Heritage  Sunday 
Celebration  will  be  held  that  day  at 
First  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  begin¬ 
ning  at  3  p.m.  in  Paxton  Hall. 

Because  it  coincides  with  the 
opening  of  Africa  University,  the 
worship  will  be  an  African-Ameri¬ 
can  Service  led  by  Rev.  Darlene 
Moore-James,  Rev.  Macky  Giles 
and  members  of  the  Warren,  Jones, 
Mallalieu  and  Trinity  UMC  choirs. 
The  teleconference  from  Africa  will 
be  seen  by  those  attending. 


With  Clanton  UM  Chapel  of  Dulac  and  its  adjoining  building  in  the 
background,  some  of  Louisiana  Conference's  Native  American 
United  Methodists  are  pictured.  FROM  LEFT,  are  Rev.  Kirby  Verret, 
the  pastor;  his  wife,  Zoeanna,  and  Lona  Verdin. 

Native  American  Sunday  Set 


To  observe  Native  American 
Awareness  Sunday,  the  Mission 
Work  Camp  Team  of  St.  Luke’s 
UMC,  Shreveport,  will  prepare  and 
serve  a  southwestern  taco  salad  lun¬ 
cheon  after  the  10:45  a.m.  worship 
service  on  Sunday,  April  17. 

Proceeds  will  benefit  the  Mission 
Work  Camp  scheduled  for  July  in 
Farmington,  New  Mexico,  at  the 
Navajo  UM  Center. 

In  Louisiana  where  we  have  our 
own  Houma  Indians  at  Clanton  UM 
Chapel  and  Dulac  Community  Cen¬ 
ter,  we  are  constantly  aware  of  the 
Native  Americans  and  their  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Rev.  Kirby  Verret,  the  pas¬ 
tor,  is  a  Native  American  minister. 


Louisiana  will  join  with  the  rest 
of  United  Methodism  is  observing 
the  special  Native  American  Aware¬ 
ness  Sunday  on  April  17.  Local 
churches  and  organizations  will  ob¬ 
serve  it  in  various  ways.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  day  is  to  recognize  the 
contributions  of  Native  Americans 
to  society. 

An  offering  will  be  taken  in  local 
churches.  Our  Conference  may  re¬ 
tain  up  to  50  percent  for  work  with 
Native  Americans  in  the  state.  A 
fourth  will  go  for  work  with  Native 
Americans  throughout  the  United 
States. 

The  other  25  percent  will  be  used  to 
fund  scholarships  for  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  attending  UM  seminaries. 
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'Tobacco  war'  weapon:  Compassion 


"...  We  recommend  total  abstinence! 
|  from  the  use  of  tobacco." 

—United  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline, 
Paragraph  72J 


“Caution:  Cigarette  smoking  may 
be  hazardous  to  your  health.” 

— Federally  required  warning  on 
cigarette  packages 

“Smoking  is,  as  far  as  I’m  con¬ 
cerned.  the  entire  point  of  being  an 
adult.” 

— Social  critic  Fran  Lebowitz 

“. . .  We  recommend  total  absti¬ 
nence  from  the  use  of  tobacco.” 

— United  Methodist  Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline,  Para.  72J 

“War  over  tobacco  heats  up,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  recent  headline. 

At  issue  is  whether  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  should  heavily  tax  the  tobac¬ 
co  industry  and/or  regulate  its 
products  as  “drug  (nicotine)  delivery 
systems.”  Public  opinion  favors  both. 
Powerful  tobacco  forces  favor  neither. 

Little  has  appeared  in  the  media, 
however,  regarding  the  complex 
web  of  moral  and  ethical  issues  re¬ 
lated  to  tobacco  use,  production 
and  regulation. 

We  believe  that  Christians,  out  of 
compassion  and  concern  for  all  of 
human  life,  should  see  to  it  that 
such  issues  receive  the  widest  possi¬ 
ble  airing  in  the  public  arena. 

Hence,  we  propose  the  following 
questions,  equally  suitable  for  dis¬ 
cussion  in  a  Sunday  school  class  or 
a  civic  forum,  as  pointing  the  way 
beyond  simplistic  headlines  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  moral  issues  related  to  to- 


Editorial 

bacco  and  its  complex  interaction 
with  our  lives. 

1.  Why  do  some  of  us — perhaps 
all  of  us  at  one  time  or  another — 
choose  to  do  things  that  we  know 
might  harm  ourselves  and  others? 

The  known  harmful  consequences 
of  smoking,  including  significantly 
enhanced  chances  for  heart  disease 
and  various  forms  of  cancer,  would 
seem  to  be  a  deterrent;  hence  the 
warning  label  on  all  cigarette  pack¬ 
ages.  Nevertheless,  countless  people 
not  only  continue  to  smoke  but  view 
tobacco  use.  a  la  Ms.  Lebowitz,  as  a 
right  and  a  sign  of  "adult”  freedom. 

As  Christians,  we  are  on  solid  mor¬ 
al  ground  to  discourage  the  use  or 
abuse  of  any  substance,  legal  or  not, 
that  may  harm  one’s  physical  well¬ 
being.  The  body  is  God’s  temple. 

In  humility,  though,  we  also  must 
recognize  that  each  of  us  at  times 
chooses  what  appears  to  be  “the  less¬ 
er  of  two  evils”  as  being  the  more 
moral  choice  even  if  it  harms  us. 

What  is  the  “greater  evil”  that 
smokers  may  believe  they  deter  by 
smoking:  Depression?  Overweight? 
Anxiety?  Painful  withdrawal  symp¬ 
toms?  If  Christians  would  curb  the 
“lesser  evil”  (smoking),  are  we  pre¬ 
pared  to  treat  with  compassion  the 


resulting  effects  of  the  “greater  evil”? 

2.  How  might  growing  tobacco  for 
a  living  measure  up  in  relationship 
to  a  Christian  standard  of  “right 
livelihood?” 

Tobacco  growers  presumably  see 
nothing  wrong,  and  conceivably 
much  that  is  right,  with  raising  and 
selling  a  crop  that  not  only  is  legal 
but  one  that  their  own  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  subsidizes.  After  all,  as  a 
grower  might  well  point  out,  money 
made  from  tobacco  has  helped  raise 
families,  sustain  local  economies  and 
put  kids  through  college.  In  at  least 
one  notable  case.  United  Methodist- 
related  Duke  University,  tobacco 
money  even  built  the  school!  Who’s 
to  say  it’s  not  a  “right  livelihood?” 

All  of  this  is  to  raise  a  caution 
about  “holier  than  thou”  approach¬ 
es  to  curbing  tobacco  use  that 
threaten  the  livelihood  of  large 
numbers  of  people.  It  may  be  that 
what  once  could  be  justified  as  a 
"right  livelihood”  no  longer  can  be 
justified.  That’s  because  health  re¬ 
search  has  shown  what  deleterious 
effects  the  end  product  of  that 
“right  livelihood”  causes.  In  such 
cases,  does  a  responsible  society 
have  a  moral  obligation  to  help 
such  people  acquire  the  ability  to 
engage  in  a  new  “right  livelihood?” 

3.  With  the  approach  of  Earth 
Day  (April  22)  as  a  prod,  one  might 


appropriately  ask.  Does  tobacco  pro¬ 
duction  and  use  harm  more  than  it 
helps  Planet  Earth? 

On  the  whole,  the  answer  appears 
to  be  “Yes,”  but  the  question  merits 
open  discussion. 

The  tobacco  plant  "works”  the 
soil  harder  than  many  other  crops 
by  using  disproportionate  quanti¬ 
ties  of  the  soil’s  nutrients.  Hence,  it 
wears  out  land  potentially  usable 
for  other,  more  healthful  crops  and 
yields  a  product  whose  use  emits  an 
environmental  pollutant:  smoke. 
From  an  ecological  perspective,  in 
other  words,  tobacco  appears  to  be 
a  loser,  maybe  even  a  monster. 

But  tobacco  has  been  grown  on 
the  planet  for  a  long  time,  some¬ 
times  even  for  religious  purposes. 
Might  it,  in  appropriate  quantities 
and  locales,  be  environmentally 
beneficial?  Might  nicotine  in  con¬ 
trolled  medicinal  forms  have  legiti¬ 
mate  uses  as  a  pain  reliever  or  a 
mood  modifier? 

In  short,  should  we  settle  for  easy 
answers  regarding  use  of  any  part  of 
God’s  creation? 

As  the  “tobacco  war”  rages, 
Christians  should  challenge  one  an¬ 
other  and  non-Christians  to  explore 
such  difficult  ethical  questions  re¬ 
lated  to  the  war’s  outcome.  Among 
other  things,  such  an  approach  to  a 
complex  social  issue  encourages  a 
spirit  of  civility  and  depth  in  public 


debate  that  often  is  missing,  name¬ 
ly,  a  spirit  that  embraces  moral  val¬ 
ues  yet  bears  compassion  for  others. 

In  the  meantime,  we  should  make 
it  clear  that  in  church  facilities  and 


at  church-sponsored  functions  “No 
Smoking”  is  a  compassionate  norm 
that  we  believe  best  respects  the 
body-temple  of  smokers  and  non- 
smokers  alike. 


Justice  Blackmun's 
honorable  reversal 


A  distinguished  United  Method¬ 
ist  churchman,  Harry  A.  Blackmun, 
announced  last  week  that  after  al¬ 
most  25  years  on  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court,  he  will  retire  at  the  end  of 
the  court’s  current  session  in  June. 

As  news  reports  pointed  out,  the 
85-year-old  justice  is  most  remem¬ 
bered  for  his  opinion  in  the  land¬ 
mark  1973  Roe  vs.  Wade  decision, 
which  established  women’s  consti¬ 
tutional  right  to  abortion. 

But  United  Methodists  should  be 
the  first  to  remember  and  honor 
him  for  his  recent  statement  that  he 
can  no  longer  support  the  death 
penalty. 

Why  honor?  Because  his  reversed 
position  puts  him  squarely  in  line 
with  his  church’s  official  position 
and  longtime  advocacy,  namely  op¬ 
position  to  capital  punishment. 

His  rationale  was  essentially  com¬ 
mon  sense.  He  said  that  although 
the  high  court  had  struggled  to 
make  rules  to  administer  the  death 
penalty  fairly,  it  had  failed.  In  light 
of  its  inevitable  unfairness,  he  con¬ 
tended,  the  penalty  was  wrong. 

He  also  said  he  hopes  that  the 
court  will  abolish  the  death  penalty. 
Having  offered  a  losing  dissenting 
opinion  in  the  case  most  recently  at 
hand,  he  knew  such  abolition  would 
not  occur  soon — perhaps  not  in  his 
lifetime.  But  since  when  it  is  bad  to 
be  a  visionary? 

Justice  Blackmun’s  service  to  the 
church  as  cited  by  United  Method- 


(ustice  Harry  Blackmun 


ist  News  Service — to  his  home  con¬ 
gregation  back  in  Minnesota,  to 
Metropolitan  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Washington, 
to  the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Publication — contains  far 
too  many  entries  to  be  listed  here. 

One  could  wish  that  he  had  re¬ 
versed  his  opposition  to  the  death 
penalty  sooner,  perhaps  when  he 
was  young  enough  and  surrounded 
by  enough  jurists  of  like  mind  to 
eliminate  that  irrevokable  sentence 
from  the  American  criminal  justice 
system. 

But  even  a  distinguished  jurist 
and  churchman  might  be  allowed  a 
“death  row”  confession.  That’s  the 
important  and  lasting  gift  Harry 
Blackmun  has  left  to  his  nation. 


What  others  are  saying 


“The  refusal  to  acknowledge  that 
we  are  sinners  is  clear  evidence  of 
the  presence  of  sin.  Failure  to  re¬ 
pent  and  confess  only  covers  the 
deadly  presence  of  evil  within  us.” 
— Bishop  Kenneth  L.  Carder,  Nash¬ 
ville. 


“Jesus’  problem  was  not  commu¬ 
nication.  He  was  not  crucified  be¬ 
cause  he  was  misunderstood;  he  was 
crucified  because  his  message  pene¬ 
trated  the  facade  of  the  people  and 
they  felt  threatened.  . . .  Our  misun¬ 
derstanding  [of  the  Gospel]  occurs 
when  ...  his  call  to  discipleship  is  not 
viewed  as  a  summons  to  confront  the 
dehumanizing  forces  in  our  society, 
as  well  as  empathy  with  those  who 


have  been  marginalized.” 

— The  Rev.  David  Myers,  Berwyn,  Pa. 
*  *  * 

“The  ‘good  old  days’  have  faded 
into  the  past  and  we  are  living  in  a 
new  day.  It’s  time  for  us  to  let  the 
past  be  the  past  and  begin  getting 
about  the  business  of  being  the 
church  God  needs  us  to  be  today.” 
— The  Rev.  Wayne  D.  Findlay  Sr., 
council  on  ministries  director,  Kan¬ 
sas  West  Annual  Conference. 

*  *  * 

“Faith  gives  us  a  lens  that  puts 
the  world  in  focus.  Faith  lets  us  see 
the  link  between  the  incremental 
and  the  ultimate,  between  the  sim¬ 
ple  and  the  profound.” 

— Former  President  Jimmy  Carter, 
Atlanta. 
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I'll  bridge  the  gap  between  faith,  media 


By  KATHLEEN  MURPHY 

"Bridging  the  Gap:  Religion  and 
the  News  Media,”  a  recent  report 
sponsored  by  the  Freedom  Forum 
First  Amendment  Center,  called  for 
scholarship  money  to  be  allocated 
to  journalists  studying  religion.  Re¬ 
porters  covering  religion  can  benefit 
from  a  seminary  education. 

That’s  why  I’m  a  student  at  Yale 
Divinity  School.  Many  of  my  class¬ 
mates  here  are  on  the  ordination 
track.  They  talk  about  when  they 
got  the  “call”  to  come  to  Yale;  I  got 
a  letter  in  the  mail  telling  me  when 
classes  started. 

That’s  not  to  say  I’m  not  religious. 
I’m  a  practicing  Roman  Catholic,  a 
religious  education  teacher,  a  lector 
in  my  parish.  But  my  motivation  for 
seeking  a  master’s  in  religion  is  secu¬ 
lar.  I  plan  to  be  a  religion  reporter  in 
the  “mainstream”  print  media  after 
graduation. 


Here  I  Stand 

Kathleen  Murphy ,  the  1994  Stoody- 
West  Fellow,  wrote 
this  statement  as 
required  in  apply¬ 
ing  for  the  fellow¬ 
ship  awarded  by 
United  Methodist 
Communications 
for  graduate  study 
in  religious  jour¬ 
nalism. 


Like  murmurless  deep  waters 
that  give  the  tide  its  course,  reli¬ 
gion  in  this  country  is  too  often 
overlooked  as  news  unless  the 
pope  visits  or  a  cult  goes  up  in 
flames.  But  there’s  a  load  of  sto¬ 
ries  out  there  based  on  basic  ques¬ 
tions  such  as,  what  do  you  believe? 
Few  people  can  go  through  life 
without  at  least  once  pondering 


these  issues. 

I  will  tell  those  stories,  help  peo¬ 
ple  make  sense  of  their  own  expe¬ 
riences,  feed  their  imaginations, 
arouse  their  desires.  I  will  debunk 
the  notion  that  there  isn’t  any 
“good  news”  in  the  newspaper. 

Working  as  Marco  Island  bu¬ 
reau  chief  of  The  Naples  (Fla.) 
Daily  News,  I  found  that  the  best 
stories  had  their  roots  in  island 
houses  of  worship. 

Before  concerns  found  their  way 
to  local  governments,  islanders 
brought  them  to  church.  Acts  of 
generosity,  like  helping  hurricane 
victims,  often  were  bom  at  reli¬ 
gious  gatherings.  The  agenda  for 
civic  life  was  first  articulated  at 
meetings  of  the  (ecumenical)  cler¬ 
gy  association.  I  began  to  see,  in  a 
local  setting,  the  thread  that  holds 
together  the  tapestry  of  national 
and  international  life.  I  set  out  to 


leam  more  about  religion. 

My  graduate  degree  offers  me  the 
best  chance  to  broaden  my  knowl¬ 
edge  of  a  wide  variety  of  religious 
traditions.  I  am  benefiting  from 
Yale’s  magnificent  resources,  di¬ 
verse  student  population  and  com¬ 
mitment  to  ecumenical  studies.  I 
am  gaining  an  appreciation  for  the 
training  ministers  go  through,  and 
when  I’m  finished,  I  will  be  able  to 
say  I  feel  just  as  comfortable  in  the 
newsroom  as  in  a  house  of  worship. 
I’ll  be  able  to  write  a  lead  and  exe¬ 
gesis.  I’ll  be  well-equipped  to  com¬ 
municate  what’s  happening  in 
pews  and  priories,  in  academia 
and  on  the  street. 

With  my  training  and  five  years’ 
experience  as  a  journalist  com¬ 
bined  with  my  seminary  educa¬ 
tion,  I  will  help  bridge  the  gap  of 
misunderstanding  between  the 
news  media  and  religious  leaders. 


The  church  should  support  English  instruction 


When  I  recently  registered  for  the 
United  Methodist  Women  Assem¬ 
bly  coming  next  week  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  I  discovered  that  the  work¬ 
shops  were  offered  in  English, 
Spanish  and  Korean! 

I  am  a  German  immigrant  and 
English  is  my  second  language.  I, 
with  many  others,  think  we  should 
be  thankful  for  having  only  one  lan¬ 
guage  in  which  to  communicate. 

Why  does  the  leadership  of  our 
Methodist  Church  work  so  hard  to 
establish  separation  in  our  ranks? 

Are  the  Spanish-  and  Korean- 
speaking  people  less  intelligent  than 
all  the  other  ethnic  groups  who 
came  to  this  country  and  learned  to 
speak  English?  Germans,  Poles, 
French,  Irish,  Vietnamese,  Chinese, 
Japanese  etc. — including  the  Afri¬ 
can  peoples  who  were  brought  as 
slaves  to  this  country — learned  to 
speak  English. 

I  believe  the  church  should  help 
all  immigrants  leam  English  and  in¬ 
tegrate  them  in  our  society  and 
church,  instead  of  separating  them. 

Hildegard  K.  Veigel 
Phoenixville,  Pennsylvania 

New  name,  same  idea 

I  read  recently  in  UMR  that  the 


Cynthia  B.  Astle 

Faith  Forum  Editor 


qKK  Pontius'  Puddle 

MOSODy  IN  1AY  CONGrRE.- 
&ATION  LIKES  (AC.  THE/ 
CRlflCVZ-E  ME,  IGNORE 
MY  SUGGESTIONS,  AND 
TALK  BEHIND  MY  SACK1. 


GIVE.  ME  ONE  GOOD 
REASON  WHYX  SHOULD 
EVEN  CrO  TO  C.HORC.H 
NEXT  SUNDAY. 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Religious  Coalition  for  Abortion 
Rights  has  “expanded  its  focus  be¬ 
yond  abortion  to  full  reproductive 
choice,"  prompting  its  name  change 
to  Religious  Coalition  for  Repro¬ 
ductive  Choice.  The  item  explained 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“The  grace  of  God  has  appeared, 
bringing  salvation  to  all.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


that  “the  new  mission  and  name 
change  are  the  culmination  of  a 
two-year  planning  process.” 

I  enclose  an  article  titled  “What’s 
in  a  name?”  by  Jean  Berg,  director 
of  Missouri  RCAR,  printed  in  the 
RCAR  Summer  1993  newsletter. 


Ms.  Berg’s  article  states  that  since 
its  founding  in  1973  the  RCAR 
mission  remains  unchanged. 

RCAR  by  any  other  name  is  just 
as  objectionable. 

Jayne  Robbins 
Milan,  Missouri 


Evangelism  and 
Membership 

You  will  connect  with  members  and  constituents 
within  your  immediate  parish,  also  those  beyond 
your  immediate  geographical  limits,  with  a  j 

nationally  published  newspaper  with  you  as 
front  page  news! 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500),  owned  by  the  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  Ihe  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council,  2520  W.  Commerce  SL,  Dallas,  Texas  75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  145-year  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  new  spaper. 
The  Reporter  has  no  official  ties  to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination's  general  boards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does  pro¬ 
duce  official  regional  editions  for  39  annual  conferences. 

This  newspaper  maintains  an  editorial  policy  of  assuring  the  truth,  accuracy,  readability,  relevance  and  significance  of  all  materials  published.  It  aims  to  pro¬ 
vide  readers  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the  diversity  of  Christians.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  represent  the  opin¬ 
ions  of  the  newspaper’s  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  this  newspaper  are  the  views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  staff. 

Send  Correspondence  and  Address  Changes  (include  mailing  label)  To:  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Telephone:  (214)  630-6495.  Subscription  rates:  524  per  year  for  national  edition;  rates  for  editions  available  upon  request.  Second  Class  Postage 
paid  at  Dallas,  TX  and  additional  post  offices. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address  changes  to  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


(Last  week’s  answer  1  Peter  2:4) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  1 7 

Sunday:  Psalms  4: 1  -3 
Monday:  Psalms  4:4-8 
Tuesday:  Acts  3:12-16 
Wednesday:  Acts  3:17-19 
Thursday:  1  John  3:1-3 
Friday:  1  John  3:4-7 
Saturday:  Luke  24:36b-48 


This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 

Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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What  you  can  do  to  aid 
United  Methodists  in  Bur 


un 


PRAY  for  the  safety  of  Bishop  Alfred 
Ndoricimpa,  his  wife,  Sabine,  and 
United  Methodists  in  Burundi. 

GIVE  through  your  annual  conference 
treasurers  to  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  Advance 

Special  No.  110265-1,  Burundi 
Emergency.  This  will  fund  aid 
to  Burundi  refugees  who  have  fled 
to  other  African  countries. 

WRITE  your  Congressional 
representatives  urging  U.S.  support 
for  an  international  peacekeeping 
force  in  Burundi. 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  CYNTHIA  B  ASTLE 


about  the  probability  of  his  own 
death,”  Bishop  Lawson  said. 

“His  government  had  no  con¬ 
trol  of  the  army,  and  the  army 
was  openly  hostile  to  all  officials 
of  the  new  democratically  elected 
government.” 

Bishop  Lawson  continued: 
“Our  team  was  very  much  aware 
that  this  man  [Mr.  Ntaryamira] 
had  knowingly  taken  on  a  dan¬ 
gerous  and  what  turned  out  to  be 
an  heroic  responsibility.” 

Bishop  Lawson  said  he  spoke 
with  Bishop  Ndoricimpa  by  tele¬ 
phone  the  morning  after  President 
Ntaryamira’s  assassination.  Bish¬ 
op  Ndoricimpa  said  he  was  aware 
that  he  was  being  stalked  by  assas¬ 
sins,  Bishop  Lawson  said. 


Ms.  Tilghman,  the  missions  ex¬ 
ecutive,  said  she  was  “astonished” 
that  within  six  months  two  demo¬ 
cratically  elected  presidents  of  Bu¬ 
rundi  had  been  murdered. 

Ms.  Tilghman  said  that  the 
Global  Ministries  Board’s  World 
Division  and  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  are  pro¬ 
viding  funds  for  aid  to  Burundian 
refugees  (see  related  box  above). 

Both  Burundi  and  Rwanda  be¬ 
came  independent  from  Belgium 
in  1962.  The  Hutu  ethnic  group 
makes  up  more  than  85  percent 
of  each  country’s  population. 

Bettie  W.  Story,  editor  of  the 
Central  Illinois  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  edition  of  the  Reporter, 
contributed  to  this  report. 


Faith 


watch 


ILLINOIS  CHURCH  BURNS:  st. 

Matthew’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  Belle¬ 
ville,  III.,  worshiped  in  a  borrowed  tent  and  a 
Masonic  auditorium  Easter  Sunday  after  a 
Good  Friday  blaze  destroyed  their  three-year- 
old  sanctuary.  Close  to  1 ,000  people  had  taken 
their  seats  to  witness  an  Easter  cantata  and 
drama  when  fire  broke  out  at  6:40  p.m.  April 
1.  The  timing  was  fortunate,  said  the  Rev. 
Robert  E.  Souders,  pastor  of  the  1,250-mem¬ 
ber  congregation.  Had  it  occurred  half  an  hour 
later,  “175  people — choir,  orchestra  and 
cast — would  have  been  above  that  area”  where 
the  fire  started  and  would  have  been  prevented 
from  reaching  exits,  he  added.  Reflecting  on 
the  congregation’s  blessings,  the  pastor  said, 
“On  Sunday,  we  thought  about  our  sister 
churches  in  the  South,”  the  Alabama  congrega¬ 
tions  struck  by  tornadoes  on  Palm  Sunday. 
“We  had  no  injuries,  but  they  suffered  losses 
of  life”  (see  related  story  below). 

FIGHTING  VIOLENCE:  One  of  United 

Methodism’s  prominent  African-American 
congregations,  Downs  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Oakland,  Calif.,  held  an  inter- 
generational  “speakout”  against  violence  April 
4  as  one  of  seven  U.S.  sites  for  a  “National 
Day  of  Action  Against  Violence.”  The  event, 
sponsored  by  the  Children’s  Defense  Fund’s 
Black  Student  Leadership  Network,  marked 
the  26th  anniversary  of  the  assassination  of  the 
Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  (see  related  pho¬ 
tos  below). 

CORRECTION:  South  Carolina  Annual 
Conference  trustees  have  approved  $7,500  for 
a  security  system  after  recent  attacks  on  staff 
members.  An  item  in  the  April  1  Reporter  con¬ 
tained  a  typographical  error  in  the  amount. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Christian  leaders  buy  back  guns 


Money  buys  guns — and  perhaps  hope  as  well — at  one  of  several  buy-back  sites  spon¬ 
sored  nationwide  April  4  by  the  Southern  Christian  Leadership  Conference.  The  organiza¬ 
tion  used  the  26th  anniversary  of  the  assassination  of  one  of  its  founders,  the  Rev.  Martin 
Luther  King  |r.,  to  witness  against  violent  crime.  At  right  with  some  guns  purchased  at  the 
Dallas  event  are  the  Rev.  Marshall  E.  Hodge,  pastor  of  Lambuth  United  Methodist  Church 
and  chairman  of  the  Dallas  SCLC  board;  (ohnie  Simons,  an  SCLC  board  member,  and  Vic¬ 
tor  Smith,  president  of  the  Dallas  chapter  of  the  National  Association  for  the  Advance¬ 
ment  of  Colored  People. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BV  MIKE  CLEMENTS 


Tornado-struck  church 
is  focus  of  TV  special 


Bishops:  Burundi  unrest 
bears  down  on  church 


From  news  reports 

“Winds  of  Terror,  Spirit  of  Hope,” 
a  half-hour  television  report  on  Go¬ 
shen  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Piedmont,  Ala.,  will  air  at  2:30  a.m. 
Eastern  Time  on  Saturday,  April  16. 
on  the  Faith  and  Values  channel. 

The  program  reports  on  how  the 
congregation  found  the  hope  of  Eas¬ 
ter  in  the  wake  of  a  Palm  Sunday 
tornado  that  killed  20  members  of 
the  congregation,  including  six  chil¬ 
dren,  and  wounded  90. 

“Winds  of  Terror.  Spirit  of  Hope” 
is  produced  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Producer  Bill  Turpie  spent  the 
latter  part  of  Holy  Week  and  Easter 
Sunday  with  the  pastor  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Piedmont  church  to 
bring  this  special  report. 

At  the  chilly  Easter  sunrise  service, 
the  parishioners  huddled  in  the  park¬ 
ing  lot  beside  the  wreckage  of  the 
church.  Some  were  on  crutches,  some 
wore  slings,  many  were  bandaged. 


During  the  service,  led  by  their 
pastor  the  Rev.  Kelly  Clem,  parish¬ 
ioners  hugged, 
held  hands,  cried 
and  affirmed  their 
faith  in  God. 

Ms.  Clem  lost 
her  4-year-old 
daughter  Hannah 
in  the  twister.  In 
Kelly  Clem,  in-  the  days  that  fol- 
jured  by  twister,  lowed,  Ms.  Clem 
won  wide  praise  for  her  calm  courage 
and  perseverance  in  a  time  of  great 
personal  tragedy  suffered  under  the 
glare  of  national  media  coverage. 

Despite  her  own  pain,  she  contin¬ 
ued  to  talk  to  the  members  of  her 
congregation  by  phone  and  to  be 
their  pastor. 

Easter  morning,  Ms.  Clem  was 
still  badly  bruised  from  the  flying 
debris.  Her  swollen  eyes  were  red 
and  purple. 

“There’s  no  place  I’d  rather  be  to¬ 
day.”  she  told  the  gathered  survi¬ 
vors,  families  and  friends. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  leaders  in  the 
U.S.  are  pushing  for  international 
peacekeeping  efforts  to  stop  the 
bloodbath  in  Burundi  following 
the  apparent  assassinations  last 
week  of  the  presidents  of  Burundi 
and  Rwanda  in  a  plane  crash. 

Denominational  leaders  also  are 
urging  United  Methodists  to  “sur¬ 
round  with  prayer”  Burundi’s 
United  Methodist  Bishop  J.  Al¬ 
fred  Ndoricimpa  and  his  wife,  Sa¬ 
bine.  They  reportedly  remain  in 
critical  danger  despite  being  shel¬ 
tered  in  an  undisclosed  location. 

Three  United  Methodist  lead¬ 
ers — Bishops  Forrest  C.  Stith 
(New  York  Area)  and  David  J. 
Lawson  (Illinois  Area)  and  Do¬ 
reen  Tilghman,  head  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Africa  desk — expressed  shock, 
dismay  and  grave  concern  for 
Burundian  United  Methodists 
following  this  latest  violence. 

Had  met  president 

All  three  United  Methodist  lead¬ 
ers  had  met  Burundi’s  president, 
Cyprien  Ntaryamira,  who  was 
killed  last  week  when  the  plane  car¬ 
rying  him  and  Rwandan  President 
Juvenal  Habyarimana  crashed  near 
the  airport  in  Rwanda’s  capital. 
Reports  from  Rwanda  said  the 
plane  was  struck  by  a  rocket. 

The  two  men  had  been  in  Dar¬ 
es  Salaam,  Tanzania,  to  seek  the 


Forrest  Stith 


Lawson 


help  of  other  East  and  Central 
African  presidents  in  ending  an¬ 
cient  hostilities  between  Hutu 
and  Tutsi  ethnic  groups  in  their 
neighboring  countries.  Both  pres¬ 
idents  were  Hutu. 

So  far,  nearly  300,000  Burun¬ 
dians  have  been  killed,  including 
dozens  of  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tors  and  laypeople. 

Bishop  Stith  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  violence  continues  to 
threaten  Burundian  United  Meth¬ 
odists. 

He  explained  that  in  the  com¬ 
plex  political  situation  in  Burundi, 
church  members  are  endangered 
because: 

•/  Most  United  Methodists  are 
part  of  the  majority  Hutu  ethnic 
group,  which  the  rival  Tutsi  group 
is  seeking  to  dominate. 

■/  Much  of  the  Burundi 
church’s  mission  work  has  been  in 
education,  especially  of  Burundian 
women.  Educating  Hutus  threat¬ 
ens  the  Tutsis’  hold  on  power,  be¬ 
cause  education  had  been  limited 
to  the  ruling  faction. 

“Each  trained  Hutu  eliminated 


is  one  less  person  able  to  bring 
development  to  the  country,  and 
we’re  talking  [Hutu]  leaders  who 
number  in  the  10s,”  said  Bishop 
Stith. 

Intermittent  violence  since  last 
fall  has  decimated  the  ranks  of  col¬ 
lege-educated  Burundian  United 
Methodists,  Bishop  Stith  added. 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Ndoricimpa,  who 
also  are  Hutu,  may  be  the  sole  col¬ 
lege-educated  church  leaders  left. 

That  status  and  Bishop  Ndori- 
cimpa’s  longtime  efforts  to  bring 
peace  and  democracy  to  Burundi 
make  him  doubly  a  target.  Bish¬ 
op  Stith  added. 

“My  information  is  that  it’s  a 
depressing  circumstance  but  that 
the  church  in  Burundi  is  alive, 
hopeful  and  faithful,”  Bishop 
Stith  asserted.  “The  American 
church  must  pray  and  advocate 
for  them  as  never  before!” 

The  bishop  added  that  he  and 
other  United  Methodist  leaders 
plan  to  write  letters  to  U.S.  and 
U.N.  officials  to  urge  peacekeep¬ 
ing  efforts  in  Burundi. 

Meanwhile,  Bishop  Lawson 
called  the  killing  of  President 
Ntaryamira  “doubly  tragic.” 

Talked  openly  of  death 

“The  president,  knowing  he  was 
following  an  assassinated  presi¬ 
dent  [Melchior  Ndadaye,  killed  in 
a  coup  attempt  last  October], 
talked  openly  to  me  [in  February] 


Armenia-Georgia 

In  a  region  about  the  size  of  Indiana, 
war,  economic  breakdown,  and  earthquake  have 
caused  one  of  the  largest  uprooting  of  families 
since  the  close  of  World  War  II. 

Out  of  a  population  the  size  of  that  in  Louisiana, 
more  than  a  quarter  is  seriously  at  risk.  Today, 
95%  of  the  people  in  the  region  are  below  the 
poverty  line. 


You  can  help! 

UMCOR's  medical  relief  opera¬ 
tion  is  helping  to  avert  epidemics 
among  refugees,  displaced 
persons,  and  the  general  popula¬ 
tion.  In  addition  to  delivering 
medical  supplies,  UMCOR  is 
serving  the  people  of  Armenia 
and  Georgia  by  training  medical 


professionals  there  and  by  en¬ 
abling  Georgians  to  produce  their 
own  medicines.  Through  dona¬ 
tions,  UMCOR  has  supplied  over 
127,000  winter  coats  in  Armenia 
and,  through  staff  efforts  in 
Armenia,  continues  to  promote 
the  entire  humanitarian  effort. 


UMCOR  ADVANCE  #250225-8,  Armenia-Georgia  emergency 


For  more  information  contact:  UMCOR  Disaster  Response  Office.  Room  1374,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115,  212/870-3809  (fax  212/870-3624). 
Make  your  check  payable  to  your  local  church  Be  sure  to  write  the  Advance  code  number  on  the 
check.  For  local  church  and  annual  conference  credit,  give  your  gift  to  your  local  church  treasurer. 
Gifts  are  forwarded  to  Advance  GCFA,  PO  Box  9068,  GPO,  New  York,  NY  10087-9068. 


UMs  face  gangs,  radiation  in  'new  Russia' 


By  CATHY  FARMER 

The  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey  was  tell¬ 
ing  some  Tennessee  United  Method¬ 
ists  recently  about  how  he  had 
huddled  with  a  frightened  group  of 
Russians  under  the  only  street  light 
for  several  dark  blocto  as  a  car 
cruised  slowly  past  them.  He  had 
come  to  talk  with  the  Russians  about 
starting  a  United  Methodist  church. 

“I  could  feel  the  people  with  me 
shaking;  they  were  fearful,”  Mr.  Ram¬ 
sey  said.  “The  gangs  in  Fhishma  had 
been  fighting,  and  there  had  been  sev¬ 
eral  drive-by  machine-gunnings. 

“I  was  on  the'front  row,  so  I  could 
see  the  six  men  in  the  car  who  looked 
at  us  closely  as  they  drove  by.” 

The  approximately  500  people 
gathered  in  the  Paris  (Tenn.)  First 
Christian  Life  Center  for  the  Paris 
Laity  Banquet  held  their  breath  as 
Mr.  Ramsey  continued. 

“And  then  a  strange  thing  hap¬ 
pened,”  he  said  in  amazement. 

“A  young  woman  stepped  out  and 
stood  in  front  of  me,  placing  her 
body  between  me  and  the  men  in 
that  car.  She  was  willing  to  give  her 
life  to  save  mine  because  she  felt  the 
message  I  was  bringing  about  Jesus 
Christ  was  so  important.” 

Welcome  to  the  new  Russia! 

To  survive  is  success 

Only  two  years  ago,  Mr.  Ramsey 
had  told  a  fascinated  crowd  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Rip¬ 
ley,  Tenn.,  about  organizing  the 
first  new  United  Methodist  church 
in  Russia  in  70  years  in  the  city  of 


Ekaterinburg. 

The  Russia  he  painted  then  was 
one  of  hope  as  the  walls  came  tum¬ 
bling  down  after  years  of  oppression 
by  a  communist  regime. 

But  the  Russia  of  today,  the  Rus¬ 
sia  he  described  to  the  people  of  the 
United  Methodist  Paris  District  re¬ 
cently,  is  a  Russia  caught  in  politi¬ 
cal  and  economic  turmoil. 

“Just  to  survive  (in  this  new  Rus¬ 
sia)  is  success,”  Mr.  Ramsey  said. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
doing  more  than  surviving,  it’s 
growing,  he  indicated. 

Since  the  spring  of  1990  when  the 
mayor  and  city  council  of  Ekaterin¬ 
burg  allowed  Mr.  Ramsey  to  orga¬ 
nize  a  “Methodist  Society,”  seven 
United  Methodist  churches,  six  po¬ 
tential  congregations  and  four  affili¬ 
ated  ministries  have  emerged. 

Surviving  and  thriving 

The  Ekaterinburg  church,  led  by 
Lydia  Istomina,  has  more  than  1 ,000 
members  busily  planning  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  church  building  on  20  acres 
deeded  to  them  in  the  center  of  the 
city  by  the  government. 

Meanwhile  they  run  two  soup 
kitchens  and  a  school  .for  handi¬ 
capped  children. 

According  to  Mr.  Ramsey,  three 
out  of  four  babies  in  that  area  are 
bom  with  some  type  of  birth  defect 
because  of  environmental  pollution. 

A  chrome  factory  in  Ekaterinburg 
releases  huge  amounts  of  toxic 
waste  into  ponds  which  overflow 
into  streets,  rivers  and  the  under¬ 
ground  water  supply  when  it  rains. 


Dwight  Ramsey 

.  .  .  faced  dangers  in  Russia 


“Nuclear  waste  can  be  found  any¬ 
where,  even  near  school  yards,”  Mr. 
Ramsey  said.  “I  carry  a  dosimeter 
(small  geiger  counter)  on  me  when 
I’m  there;  one  day,  it  registered 
1,873  [units  of  absorbed  doses  of 
ionized  radiation].  Fifty  a  day  is  the 
[maximum  recommended]  dosage. 

I  turned  to  the  people  with  me  and 
asked,  ‘Am  I  glowing?’  ” 

Mr.  Ramsey  shook  his  head. 

“I  had  to  leave  my  Russian  friends 
there.  They  have  to  live  there.  We’ve 
started  some  churches,”  he  cried,  “but 
will  anyone  be  around  to  go  to  them?” 

Mr.  Ramsey  told  the  Tennessee 
crowd  that  Ms.  Istomina  began  a 
prison  ministry  last  year.  At  the 
first  worship  service,  600  prisoners 
stepped  forward  to  accept  Christ. 
She  stopped  the  service  and  called 
Mr.  Ramsey  long  distance  to  ask  if 
it  would  be  all  right  for  her,  a  lay 
pastor,  to  baptize  them. 


The  Tennesseeans  chuckled  sympa¬ 
thetically  as  Mr.  Ramsey  smiled  and 
said  he  told  her  it  would  be  all  right. 

Now  the  prison  has  a  chapel,  the 
first  chapel  in  any  Russian  prison, 
and  the  United  Methodist  prisoners 
send  the  rubles  they  eam  in  prison 
industries  to  orphans  in  the  city. 

Gangs  fight  it  out 

But  unwelcome  changes  have  ap¬ 
peared  as  well.  Mr.  Ramsey  esti¬ 
mates  that  organized  crime  controls 
60  percent  of  all  business. 

“Gangs  fight  it  out  on  the 
streets,”  he  said.  “On  Easter  week 
in  1992,  in  Ekaterinburg,  there  were 
73  murders.  You  hear  gunshots  all 
night  long.” 

Ms.  Istomina  has  been  threatened 
repeatedly  by  gang  members,  he 
said.  Although  she  is  not  afraid  for 
herself,  telling  the  gangs  that  God  is 
with  her,  they  threatened  her  chil¬ 
dren  as  well,  following  her  17-year- 
old  daughter.  Julia,  for  weeks. 

“To  give  Lydia  some  peace  of 
mind,  1  brought  Julia  to  Shreveport 
to  go  to  school  at  Louisiana  State 
University,”  Mr.  Ramsey  said. 

Lifting  his  hands  from  the  podi¬ 
um  and  holding  them  out  to  the 
people  of  the  Paris  District,  Mr. 
Ramsey  made  one  last  plea. 

“Don’t  forget  these  brave  people 
who  continue  to  believe  in  God. 
They’re  gracious,  loving,  compas¬ 
sionate  people  who  ask  only  for  the 
chance  to  spread  the  Good  News.” 

Ms.  Farmer  is  editor  of  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Annual  Conference  edition 
of  the  Reporter. 
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ALEGRIA  NAMED  TREASURER:  The 

Rev.  Raul  B.  Alegria  has  been  elected  associate 
general  secretary  of  admin¬ 
istration  for  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  Mr.  Alegria  will 
succeed  Clarke  McClendon 
who  retires  Aug.  3 1  after 
five  years  with  the  agency. 

Mr.  Alegria  has  been  trea¬ 
surer  and  director  of  ad-  Raul  Alegria 

ministrative  services  for  the  church's 
Califomia-Nevada  Annual  Conference  since 
1988.  He  has  also  chaired  the  pension  board  of 
the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  USA  since  1984. 


PASTOR  HONORED:  The  Rev.  Jim 

Chandler,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Round  Rock.  Texas,  was  named 
“Citizen  of  the  Year"  at  that  community's  an¬ 
nual  Chamber  of  Commerce  banquet.  Mr. 
Chandler  recently  played  a  behind-the-scenes 
role  in  resolving  the  conflict  between  William¬ 
son  County  commissioners  and  Apple  Com¬ 
puter  over  the  company's  personnel  policy  that 
confers  health  benefits  to  unmarried  partners 
of  employees,  including  partners  of  the  same 
sex  as  the  employee.  Apple  Computer  plans  to 
locate  a  multimillion  dollar  facility  in  the 
county. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  SUPPORT:  Kel¬ 
vin  Sauls,  a  South  African  student  at  United 
Methodist-related  United  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  has  organized  what  he 
calls  “The  Prayer  and  Pen  Campaign."  He  asks 
United  Methodists  to  pray  for  the  people  of 
South  Africa  and  to  fax  them  messages  of  sup¬ 
port  amid  the  troubled  anticipation  of  the 
country's  first  multiracial  elections  April  26- 
28.  Messages  should  be  faxed  to  Christian  Citi¬ 
zenship  Department,  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa,  01 1-27-1 1-339-3526. 


HOLD  THE  DATE:  A  national  anti-gam¬ 
bling  conference  sponsored  by  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  is  sched¬ 
uled  May  13-15  in  Chicago.  The  theme  is 
“Enough  is  Enough:  Churches  and  Communi¬ 
ties  Can  Turn  the  Tide.”  Registration  is  $35. 
For  more  information  call  Mark  W.  Harrison 
at  202-488-5645. 


PLANNED  GIVING:  A  planned  giving 

school  for  church  fundraisers  has  been  set  July 
25-29  in  Nashville.  The  event  will  teach  partici¬ 
pants  how  to  begin,  manage,  market  and  devel¬ 
op  planned  giving  programs.  It  is  designed 
especially  for  those  involved  in  fund  raising  in 
churches,  church-related  institutions  and  col¬ 
leges.  Information  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Rev.  Donald  W.  Joiner,  Stewardship  Unit, 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840, 
Nashville,  TN  37202-0840. 

BIBLE  CONFERENCE  SET:  a  Ceie- 
brative  Life  in  Christ”  is  the  theme  for  a 

Prayer,  Bible  and  Evangelism  Conference 
scheduled  July  17-21  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 
The  conference  is  sponsored  by  The  Upper 
Room  and  the  church’s  nine-state  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction.  For  more  information  write  the 
Rev.  Danny  Morris,  P.O.  Box  189,  Nashville, 
TN  37202. 


U.S.  Christians 


Editor's  note:  This  is  the  final  re¬ 
port  based  on  a  recent  trip  to  Is¬ 
rael. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Editor 

JERUSALEM— Down  a  long 
hallway  in  the  historic  Roman 
Catholic  administrative  head¬ 
quarters  inside  the  Walled  City, 
one  finds  the  private  offices  of 
the  Rev.  Michel  Sabbah,  the  Lat¬ 
in  Patriarch  of  Jerusalem. 

The  patriarch  is  one  of  two 
Christian  leaders — one  Catholic, 
the  other  Protestant — who  readi¬ 
ly  give  their  perceptions  of  how 
American  Christians  can  help  the 
Middle  East. 


The  patriarch,  a  genial,  re¬ 
served  man  in  purple  clerical 
robe,  said,  “We 
are  two  peoples 
here  who  must 
live  together 
and  equally. 
Any  help  or 
support  must 
be  given  to  both 
to  help  them 
co-exist.  If  help 
is  partial  for  ei- 
Ulther,  both  will 
Michel  Sabbah  be  harmed. 


“The  best  protection  for  the  Is¬ 
raelis,"  he  says,  cutting  to  the 
heart  of  the  ages-old  political 
struggle,  “is  justice  for  the  Pales- 


can  help  in  Middle  East 


tinians.  Their  rights  are  violated. 
Independence  is  the  main  thing.” 

The  Hebron  massacre,  he  says, 
may  prove  to  have  a  positive  in¬ 
fluence  by  opening  Israeli  eyes  to 
the  dogmatic  authority  that  has 
been  allowed  to  exist  within  the 
Jewish  settlements. 

“The  whole  system  of  the  Jewish 
settlements  should  be  reviewed,” 
he  adds.  “If  the  settlements  were 
not  there,  a  solution  would  be 
much  more  simple.” 

A  1 5-minute  walk  away,  outside 
of  the  Walled  City,  is  the  cluttered, 
western-style  office  of  the  Rev. 
John  Tidy,  a  youthful  Briton 
whose  casual  style  seems  at  odds 
with  his  imposing  title:  Dean,  St. 


George  [Anglican]  College. 

“Living  here  is  a  lesson  in  what 
it  means  to  be  a  Christian  in  a  plu¬ 
ralistic  society.  Ninety-five  percent 
of  the  Christians  here  are  Middle 
Eastern  Arabs,"  he  said.  “We  en¬ 
counter  Jews  primarily  in  the  secu¬ 
lar  society. 

“And  we  are  part  of  a  diminish¬ 
ing  Christian  presence.  The  politi¬ 
cal  situation,  particularly  since 
1948  (Israeli  independence),  has 
caused  many  Palestinians  to  leave, 
mainly  to  seek  employment. 

“Bethlehem,  for  instance,  was 
once  entirely  Christian.  Now  it’s  6 
percent. 

What  can  U.S.  Christians  do  to 
improve  the  situation  in  Israel? 


“You  have  to  speak  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress.  There  has  to  be 
greater  equity  in  the  way  the  U.S. 
handles  the  situation  here. 

“Israel  has  an  appalling  human 
rights  record,  paid  for,  to  a  large 
extent,  by  U.S.  taxpayers.  That’s 
harsh  but  that’s  a  fact. 

“Israel  appears  to  the  western 
world  to  be  highly  civilized,  and 
it  is  in  many  ways.  But  much  of 
that  has  been  achieved  at  the  Ar¬ 
abs’  expense. 

“Still,  the  peace  accord  signing 
last  Sept.  13  was  a  rabbit  pulled 
out  of  the  hat.  One  has  to  be 
hopeful.  That’s  the  only  Chris¬ 
tian  response.” 


Biloxi  community  house  teaches  children,  adults 


the  bad  things  about  your  neigh¬ 
borhood?  Have  you  ever  seen  a 
Neighborhood  Watch  Area  sign 
in  your  neighborhood?  What  do 
suspicious  activities  look  like  in 
your  neighborhood?  What  are 
the  valuables  that  you  would 
want  to  protect?  What  do  you  do 
if  you  can’t  pay  your  bills? 

Ms.  Bumett,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  preacher’s  kid  from  Mississip¬ 
pi,  knows  her  home  state  well. 
She  knows,  for  instance,  that  the 
state  is  essentially  sparsely  popu¬ 
lated  and  rural. 

This  means,  she  says,  that  if  a 
state  legislator  hears  the  same 
call  to  action  from  10  people, 
that  legislator  pays  attention. 

On  the  day  the  five  journalists 
visited  Moore  Community  House, 
the  staffs  two  mission  interns — 
both  of  whom  are  registered  lob¬ 
byists  on  behalf  of  children — were 
in  the  state  capital,  Jackson,  pur¬ 
suing  Moore’s  legislative  agenda. 

Four  steps  are  necessary 

Ms.  Bumett  says  there  are  four 
steps  to  develop  the  kind  of  Con¬ 
gregation  for  Children  advocated 
by  Moore  Community  House: 

1.  Hold  an  annual  child  advo¬ 
cacy  day  in  church. 

2.  Hold  an  annual  children’s 
sabbath. 

3.  Set  up  a  children’s  advocacy 
information  center. 

4.  Meet  with  your  state  legisla¬ 
tor  either  at  the  church  or  at  that 
person’s  office  in  the  capital. 

Moore  Community  House  ex¬ 
pects  to  award  certificates  soon 
to  five  churches  who  completed 
the  four-step  program  this  year. 

Ms.  Burnett  acknowledges 
strong  support  from  Mississippi 
Bishop  Jack  Meadors  and  his  wife, 
Hannah.  Both,  she  said,  have  been 
particularly  supportive  in  legisla¬ 
tive  matters  in  Jackson. 

The  1993  annual  report  from 
Moore  Community  House  sug¬ 
gests  something  of  the  work  to  be 
done: 

■  34  percent  of  the  state's  chil- 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  |OHN  A.  LOVELACE 

BILOXI,  Miss. — It's  afternoon  snack  time  at  United  Methodist- 
suported  Moore  Community  House  for  this  little  boy  and  oth¬ 
ers.  Next  come  closely  supervised  play  activities  and,  for 
selected  students,  special  tutoring. 


dren  live  in  poverty; 

■  more  than  95  percent  of 
families  served  by  Moore  are 
headed  by  single  mothers; 

■  more  than  50  percent  are 
headed  by  a  parent  who  has  not 


completed  high  school. 

United  Methodists  directly 
supported  $72,000  of  Moore’s 
$857,000  budget  for  1993-94. 
Government  support  totaled 
$587,000. 


Editor's  note:  This  is  third  in  a  se¬ 
ries  of  articles  about  United 
Methodist  work  on  the  Culf 
coast. 

By  |OHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Editor 

This  Carol  Bumett  doesn't  tug 
at  her  ear  or  do  pratfalls  on  TV. 

The  Rev.  Carol  Bumett  directs 
Moore  Community  House  in  an 
area  surrounded  by  five  Biloxi, 
Miss.,  public  housing  projects. 
The  average  family  there,  she 
says,  gets  by  on  $6,000  a  year. 

The  137  day-care  children, 
ages  4  months  to  4-5  years,  are 
Moore’s  biggest  population.  But 
they  don’t  necessarily  give  the 
petite  director  more  pleasure 
than  the  adult  literacy  students 
who  learn  how  to  read  to  their 
own  grandchildren. 

Federal  assistance  keeps  Moore 
afloat  financially  but  brings  stiff 
regulation  with  it. 

All  parents  of  day-care  chil¬ 
dren,  for  instance,  must  be  either 


working  or  in  school. 

For  older  black,  white  and  Viet¬ 
namese  children  there  are  after¬ 
school  tutoring — all  on  teacher 
referrals — and  sports  activities. 

Internalize  self-discipline 

“We  try  to  help  them  internal¬ 
ize  self-discipline  and  begin 
thinking  about  their  behavior,” 
Ms.  Bumett  says. 

Adult  literacy  enrolls  75-80  at 
a  time.  Each  is  interviewed  to 
find  out  what  he  or  she  specifi¬ 
cally  wants  to  leam  about. 

“We  teach  them  how  to  pre¬ 
pare  Sunday  school  lessons,  read 
to  their  grandchildren,  prepare 
for  a  driver’s  license  exam,  etc. 
We’re  very  goal  oriented.” 

To  emphasize  its  “communi¬ 
ty"  role,  Moore  published  a 
learner-centered  curriculum  for 
its  adult  literacy  program. 

The  booklet,  titled  “My  Com¬ 
munity,”  asks  the  new  reader: 
What  are  the  good  things  about 
your  neighborhood?  What  are 


On  the  Road  with  the  General  Beard  ef  Global  Ministries  _ 

Missions  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 


|  Mississippi 
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Biloxi,  Miss. 


Alabama 


Mobile 


Gulf  of  Mexico 


Pensacola,  Florlda 
Fla. 
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Reporter  Editor  John  A.  Lovelace  recently 
returned  from  a  tour  of  United  Methodist 
ministries  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The 
map  above  identifies  cities  where  these 
ministries  are  located.  All  are  related  to 
the  church's  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 


Pastor  to  church:  'Quit  your  fussing' 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

PHILADELPHIA — The  trouble 
with  church  folks  is  that  they  meet 
too  much,  squabble  too  much  about 
who’s  in  and  who’s  out  of  inner  cir¬ 
cles  and  risk  too  little  in  true  minis¬ 
tries  of  compassion  with  people  in 
need. 

Such  was  the  message — some¬ 
times  relayed  with  humor  or  bibli¬ 
cal  illustrations — given  repeatedly 
to  500  black  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tors  and  laypeople  recently  during 
the  27th  annual  meeting  of  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
(BMCR),  the  denomination’s  black 
caucus. 

Repeating  the  call 

From  a  flamboyant  preacher 
from  San  Francisco  to  a  laid-back 
retired  bishop  from  Chicago,  speak¬ 
er  after  speaker  reiterated  a  call  for 
black  church  leaders  to: 

✓  Reclaim  a  concern  for  the 
black  community,  especially  in  light 
of  youth  violence,  drug  abuse  and 
broken  families; 

/  Cease  and  desist  internal  bat¬ 
tles  for  power  between  clergy  and 
laity,  between  men  and  women,  and 
between  perceived  socioeconomic 
classes  in  the  black  community; 

✓  Fend  off  apathy  and  a  tendency 
in  the  black  church  to  rest  on  the 
accomplishments  of  the  past — such 
as  the  civil  rights  movement — while 
ignoring  contemporary  needs. 

A  first  line  of  defense  against  apa¬ 
thy  is  to  recover  an  open-door  poli¬ 
cy,  instead  of  quibbling  about  such 
issues  as  whether  or  not  to  invite 


homosexuals  into  the  church,  said 


nowned  pastor 
Glide  Memorial 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  San 
Francisco. 

“We  ought  to 
stop  lying  about 
how  great  the 
church  is  and  stop 
fussing  about  gays 
and  lesbians,”  he  said,  referring  to  a 
20-year-old  debate  in  the  church 
over  ordination  of  homosexuals. 

“We  as  black  people  ought  to 
reach  out  to  people  and  say,  ‘I  don’t 
care  who  you  are;  I  know  what  it’s 
like  to  be  cast  out,’  ”  said  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams,  who  has  been  criticized  for 
affirming  the  rights  of  homosexuals. 

“If  we’re  a  church  of  love,  we 
should  love  everybody!” 

Mr.  Williams  said  his  prescrip¬ 
tion  for  church  growth  (Glide, 
where  he  has  been  for  30  years,  has 
15,000  members  and  an  average 
Sunday  worship  attendance  of 
2,500,  he  said)  is  to  show  people 
that  you  welcome  them  no  matter 
who  they  are  and  where  they  are  in 
terms  of  faith. 

“We  feed  3,600  people  every  day 
through  our  outreach  to  street  peo¬ 
ple — people  of  all  races  and  colors. 
And  we  invite  them  to  be  a  part  of 
our  fellowship,  no  matter  if  they’re 
Muslim  or  Buddhist. 

“The  problem  with  Christians  is 
that  we’re  always  worrying  if  some¬ 


body  is  going  to  convert  to  Chris¬ 
tianity,”  Mr.  Williams  added.  “But 
you  can’t  write  folks  off  and  give  up 
on  them  just  because  they’re  not 
like  you.  Don’t  give  up  on  them — 
God  will  work  it  out!” 

The  Rev.  Joyce  Harris-Scott  ech¬ 
oed  the  theme  of  embracing  people 
in  need. 

“Unless  the  black  church  recov¬ 
ers  its  passion  for  ministry  and  its 
commitment  to  the  community,  it 
is  not  truly  the  church  God  in¬ 
tends,”  she  said. 

'Called  to  share' 

“You  are  called  to  share  what 
God  has  shared  with  you.  If  some¬ 
body  hadn’t  taken  you  to  Sunday 
school,  you’d  be  out  there  with  the 
drug  dealers  and  the  drive-by  shoot¬ 
ers  today!”  she  said. 

Ms.  Harris-Scott  also  indicted 
black  church  leaders’  preoccupation 
with  sexism  and  with  keeping  wom¬ 
en  out  of  leadership  positions. 

“Black  children  are  dying  in  the 
streets,  and  we’re  sitting  around  in 
our  churches,  talking  about  (how) 
women  shouldn’t  preach.  . . .  With 
all  we’ve  got  to  do,  we  need  every¬ 
one,”  she  added. 

Retired  Bishop  Edsel  Ammons  of 
Evanston,  Ill.,  agreed  with  his  col¬ 
leagues  but  offered  words  of  en¬ 
couragement. 

He  dismissed  the  church’s 
“gnashing  of  teeth  and  wringing  of 
hands,”  adding  that  “our  salvation 
is  not  in  our  hands  but  in  the  hands 
of  God  who  has  paid  the  price.” 


Cecil  Williams 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  add  $10.80  Lor  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  adver¬ 
tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  Adult 
Ministries.  Seeking  a  full-time  director  for  ongo¬ 
ing  program  in  a  suburban  church  of  2000  mem¬ 
bers.  Contact:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
1903  East  Euclid,  Arlington  Heights,  IL  60004. 
(708)255-5112. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Wayncsville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  position 
available  immediately.  2100-member  church  lo¬ 
cated  in  growing  community.  Salary  negotiable 
with  experience.  Position  will  be  filled  by  begin¬ 
ning  of  June.  (713)  487-8787.  First  UMC,  1062 
Fairmont  Parkway,  Pasadena,  TX  77504. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/Organist 
position,  Trinity-First  UMC.  810  N.  Oregon,  El 
Paso.  TX  79902,  (915)  533-2674.  1500-member 
congregation.  Requires  formal  organ/choral 
training,  advanced  degree  in  organ  performance 
and  choral  conduction.  Graded  choral  and  hand- 

DILLON.  COLORADO:  2  bedroom,  2  bath 
condo  for  lease,  weekly,  winter,  spring,  summer, 
or  fall.  Call  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8.  No  smok¬ 
ers! 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac- 

GENEVA  GLEN  CAMP  in  the  Colorado  Rocky 
Mountains  needs  a  Camp  Cook  for  the  1994 
summer  June  13  through  August  13,  1994.  Gene¬ 
va  Glen  has  an  excellent  reputation  and  rich  heri¬ 
tage.  ACA  accredited.  Contact:  Ken  and  Nancy 
Atkinson,  Directors,  P.O.  Box  248,  Indian  Hills, 
CO  80454.(303)  697-4621. 

and  benefits  commensurate  with  experience.  Re¬ 
sume/references  to:  Rev.  Charles  Crutchfield  at 
above  address. 

companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tapc 
cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal. 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  WANTED.  Ortega  UMC. 

800-728-0573.  [ 

Jacksonville,  FL  is  seeking  an  Associate  Pastor 
for  responsibilities  in  evangelism  and  pastoral 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  Specialist.  Bus¬ 
es,  vans,!  Also  church  van  rentals.  Distributor  for 
Goshen  buses.  15-33  passenger  vans  with  center 
aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Trans¬ 
portation,  (800) 330-3622.  \ 

FIRST  UMC,  BEEVILLE,  TEXAS  is  seeking  a 
full-time  Director  of  Christian  Education.  Re¬ 
sponsibilities  include  full  range  of  C.E.  work.  Job 
descriptions  and  compensation  information  arc 
available  from:  First  UMC,  106  E.  Cleveland, 
Beeville,  TX  78102,  (512)  358-3350,  Attn:  Jarrell 

V.  Sharp. 

housing,  benefits;  active  program,  many  young 
families.  Contact:  Rev.  Robert  Bruce,  Ortega 
UMC,  4807  Roosevelt  Blvd.,  Jacksonville,  FL 
32210.  Phone:  (904)  389-5556.  Fax:  (904)  389- 
2874. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 
cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 

FULL-TIME  SUMMER  ASSISTANT  to  the  Di- 

negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer- 

CHAPLAIN  NEEDED  FOR  ADULT  AND  ado- 

years  of  age  or  older.  Send  resume  to:  Don  Kena- 
Icy.  Director  of  Youth  Ministries,  Kingwood 
United  Methodist  Church,  1799  Woodland  Hills 
Blvd.,  Kingwood.  TX  77339. 

ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

lescent  substance  abuse  treatment  facilities.  Ex¬ 
perience  in  counseling  persons  with  substance 
abuse  problems  preferred.  Excellent  salary  and 
benefits.  For  consideration,  send  resume  to:  Di¬ 
rector  of  Human  Resources,  Rosecrancc  Health 
Network,  1 505  North  Alpine  Road,  Rockford,  IL 
61107. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
$$$.  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College.  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt..  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-121 1.  (Accredited). 

MANAGEMENT  POSITION  NEEDED.  Execu- 
tive  Director,  Ed  White  Youth  Center  in  Sea- 
brook.  Requires  degree  or  equivalent  experience 

FOR  BEST  SEATS  AT  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
Play  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.,  reserve  now  at  Kel¬ 
ler’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)!  Just  530  each  includes  lodging,  meals,  tax¬ 
es,  and  best  ($  1 2.50)  tickets!  Call  (501 )  253-84 1 8. 

DEAF  MINISTRY  SPIRITUAL  FORMATION 
Director.  Seeking  ordained,  diaconal  or  Christian 
lay  person  proficient  in  ASL  and  open  to  working 
with  minimally  language  skilled  deaf  persons.  Po¬ 
sition  will  serve  residents  of  the  Southwest  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Hearing  Impaired  at  Methodist  Mission 
Home  and  persons  and  churches  throughout  the 
SWTC  of  UMC.  Send  resumes  to:  Search  com¬ 
mittee,  C/O  13227  Hunter  View  St.,  San  Anto¬ 
nio,  TX  78230. 

tion  management.  Must  be  motivated  and  willing 
to  work  additional  hours,  fund  raising  experi- 

cnce,  grant  research  and  development  preferred, 
EEOC  employer.  Mail  resumes  to:  Chairman  of 
Board,  Ed  White  Youth  Center.  Box  992,  Sea- 
brook.  TX  77586.  closing  date  4/22/94. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries  for  1200-member  congregation  near  Dallas. 
Seeking  individual  with  experience,  leadership, 
organization,  vital  faith,  and  a  heart  for  youth. 
Salary  negotiable.  Resume  by  May  8  to:  First 
UMC  Rockwall,  Box  158,  Rockwall,  TX  75087, 
Attn:  Emilic  Sasser. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a 

2  inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  '/»  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes 
available.  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire: 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  5208  Piedmont  Drive, 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405,  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 

CONFERENCE  NEWSPAPER  EDITOR.  Three 
days  per  week.  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
California-Pacific  Annual  Conference  has  an 

lation  is  8,000.  This  position  offers  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  take  an  outstanding  newspaper  in  a  new 
direction.  You  will  be  interpreting  events  for  over 
400  churches  and  120,000  members  in  Southern 
California,  Hawaii  and  Guam.  Position  requires 

FOR  SALE  MULTILITH  OFFSET  1250  printing 

press  with  25  TPM  tabletop  platemakcr,  and  pho¬ 
toplate  with  vaccuum  pump.  Total  $2500.  Call: 
Wylma  Blackburn  at  Meadowbrook  UMC,  Ft. 
Worth.  TX  (8 17)  534- 1741. 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  and  Youth  Ministries  for  670- 
member  church.  Send  resumes  to:  Charles  R. 
Tanner,  P.O.  Box  505,  Dayton.  TX  77535. 

bachelor’s  degree.  Clear  understanding  of  United 
Methodist  beliefs  and  structure  very  important. 
Must  have  five  years  experience  in  newspaper 
writing  and  editing.  Should  be  familiar  with  lay- 

THE  STEWARDSHIP  REPORT,  new  creative, 
bimonthly  stewardship  newsletter.  Yearly  sub¬ 
scription  is  $18.  Sample  copy;  Bell  Press,  504  W. 
Mohawk  Trail,  De  Forest,  WI  53532. 

ST.  JOHN’S  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
is  searching  for  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth  and 
Young  Adult  Ministries.  Church  is  located  in 
Central  Florida  with  a  membership  of  1 500.  Sala- 

own  transportation.  Will  also  supervise  circula¬ 
tion  management,  budget  and  promotion  opera¬ 
tions.  Salary  plus  benefits.  Closing  date  for 

CHILD’S  MEDICAL  RECORD-  20  page  booklet 
keeps  medical  history  from  birth  -  age  18.  Great 
gift  idea!  Send  SASE  plus  $2  (3  @  $5.40):  CMR. 

ry  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  The  Reverend 
George  A.  Buie,  1800  Cypress  Gardens  Boule¬ 
vard,  S.E.,  Winter  Haven,  FL  33884. 

Box  1 77 1 8-UM,  Memphis.  TN  381 87. 

WANTED:  LAYMAN  WANTS  BOOKS  for  min- 

resume  to:  Rev.  Fred  Overby,  Search  Committee 
Chairperson.  United  Methodist  Center,  P.O.  Box 
6006,  Pasadena,  CA  91102.  An  equal  opportuni¬ 
ty  employer. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (210)696-7021  for  information.  j 

istry  of  providing  religious  books  to  first-year 
ministers.  "Pass-It-On  Ministries",  Kimball 
Pease.  Drawer  A,  Rotan,  TX  79546.  (915)  735- 
2562. 
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Church  foes  rally  against  gambling 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

When  Virginia  United  Method¬ 
ists  joined  a  successful  campaign 
against  riverboat  gambling  in  the 
commonwealth's  House  of  Dele¬ 
gates  earlier  this  year,  they  need 
have  looked  no  further  for  inspira¬ 
tion  than  one  of  the  Old  Domin¬ 
ion's  many  patriots  and  historic 
political  giants. 

“Gaming,”  declared  Thomas 
Jefferson,  “corrupts  our  dispositions.” 
(Conversely,  George  Washington  is 
said  to  have  enjoyed  wagerinp  a  few 


pounds  at  whist  during  many  eve¬ 
nings  at  Mount  Vernon,  overlooking 
the  Potomac  River.) 

Victories  come  hard 

Victories  such  as  the  one  involv¬ 
ing  today’s  Potomac  come  hard. 

The  proliferation  of  casinos,  lot¬ 
teries,  off-track  horse  parlors  and 
other  games  of  chance  has  led  a 
writer  in  Newsweek  magazine  to 
say  “legal  gambling  may  be  one  of 
the  most  significant  social  develop¬ 
ments  of  the  1980s.” 

Bishop  R.  Sheldon  Duecker  of 


Chicago,  arguably  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  highest  profile  leader  against 
gambling,  says  it  gets  harder  and 
harder  for  a  community  to  main¬ 
tain  momentum. 

“You  must  be  prepared  for  a 
long-term  battle,”  Bishop  Duecker 
told  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice  in  a  telephone  interview. 

In  addition  to  being  prepared  for 
the  long  haul,  foes  of  gaming  must 
organize  at  the  grass-roots  level  to 
hold  politicians  accountable,  and 
they  must  do  their  homework. 

“Our  United  Methodist  Social 
Principles  is  an  excellent  statement,” 
the  bishop  said,  “but  we  must  un¬ 
pack  it  to  find  what  is  behind  it.” 

Bishop  Duecker  characterizes 
gambling  "as  a  black  hole  that  sucks 
up  money,”  accompanied  by  an  in¬ 
crease  in  crime  and  addiction.  He 
believes  the  present  “feeding  fren¬ 
zy”  to  “get  in  on  the  action”  will 
run  its  course  in  about  25-30  years, 
as  have  two  other  waves  of  gam¬ 
bling  in  the  country’s  history. 

Second  thoughts 

Calling  for  referendums  to  test  the 
public  will,  the  bishop  told  a  Chicago 
Tribune  writer  of  “a  growing  rest¬ 
lessness  among  people  that  deals  are 
being  made  on  gambling  and  they 
are  not  being  consulted.  ...  A  lot  of 
people  are  having  second  thoughts 
about  gambling,  and  we  want  to 
give  voice  to  those  people.” 

Bishop  David  J.  Lawson  of 
Springfield,  Ill.,  has  asserted  that 
more  than  “easy  money”  is  in¬ 
volved.  “Only  those  who  are  delib¬ 
erately  blind  will  not  see  the 


societal  harm  that  comes  with  the 
further  presence  of  casinos.” 

Writing  in  support  of  riverboat 
gaming  referendums  in  Indiana, 
Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  of  India¬ 
napolis  said,  “We  have  carefully 
studied  (the  promises)  of  economic 
salvation  and  have  seen  them  bro¬ 
ken  time  and  again  in  the  river 
communities  of  Illinois.”  Four  In¬ 
diana  counties  denied  the  floating 
casinos  a  berth,  and  five  more  gave 
narrow  approval. 

In  Tennessee,  Bishops  Kenneth  L. 
Carder  of  Nashville,  and  Clay  F.  Lee 
of  Knoxville,  called  gambling  a 
“predatory  evil”  that  “most  adverse¬ 
ly”  affects  and  exploits  the  poor. 

“We  are  distressed  by  what  seems 
to  be  the  growing  acceptance  of  and 
support  for  gambling  as  a  form  of 
recreation  and  a  promised  solution 
to  fiscal  problems  of  local  and  state 
governments,”  the  bishops  said  in 
opposing  a  proposed  change  in  the 
state’s  constitution. 

In  Wichita,  Kan.,  United  Meth¬ 
odists  were  among  the  most  vocal 
opponents  of  building  a  casino  in 
the  city.  The  effort  had  broad  com¬ 
munity  support,  observers  say,  be¬ 
yond  churches’  rallying  around  a 
moral  flag. 

As  state  legislatures  work  through 
their  dockets,  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences  take  up  the  issue,  the  months 
ahead  will  provide  United  Method¬ 
ists  ample  opportunity  to  confront 
what  their  church  calls  “a  menace 
to  society,  deadly  to  the  best  inter¬ 
ests  of  moral,  social  economic  and 
spiritual  life,  and  destructive  of 
good  government.” 


UMs  prepare  for  Africa  U.  dedication 


Student-housing  builders  sought 


By  ALICE  SMITH 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodist  volunteer 
teams  with  expertise  in  construc¬ 
tion  are  once  again  needed  in  Zim¬ 
babwe  to  build  houses  for  Africa 
University  faculty. 

The  request  comes  from  the  Rev. 
John  W.  Z.  Kurewa,  vice  chancellor 
of  the  university,  the  first  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church  on  the  continent. 

The  Rev.  Tom  Curtis,  executive 
director  of  Volunteers  in  Mission 


for  the  denomination’s  Southeast¬ 
ern  Jurisdiction,  will  coordinate  the 
project  from  Atlanta.  The  goal  is  to 
involve  teams  from  across  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

Earlier  Volunteers  in  Mission  ef¬ 
forts  in  1991-92  involved  teams 
from  all  five  U.S.  jurisdictions  of 
the  church  in  renovating  existing 
buildings  at  Old  Mutare  for  univer¬ 
sity  use. 

Dr.  Kurewa  referred  to  that  proj¬ 


ect  as  “an  affirming  word  from 
God,”  adding  that  “the  drama  con¬ 
tinues  unfolding;  we  need  housing 
for  our  staff.” 

It  is  expected  that  housing  re¬ 
quirements  will  become  more  criti¬ 
cal  as  the  university  expands  its 
curriculum  in  1995-96  to  offer 
classes  in  management  and  admin¬ 
istration  and  in  education.  It  now 
offers  degrees  in  theology  and  agri¬ 
culture. 


The  cost  of  each  three-bedroom 
house,  including  labor  and  materials, 
is  $50,000.  Each  six-  to  10-member 
volunteer  team  will  be  asked  to  con¬ 
tribute  toward  that  cost — the  goal  is 
$5,000  per  team — in  addition  to  pay¬ 
ing  travel  expenses. 

More  information  on  volunteer¬ 
ing  is  available  from  Mr.  Curtis  at 
(404)  659-5060. 

Ms.  Smith  is  executive  director ; 
Georgia  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications  Council \  based  in  Atlanta. 


Satellite  sites  to  bring 
Africa  worship  to  U.S. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Groups  in  nearly  70  churches, 
colleges  and  regional  church  head¬ 
quarters  in  the  United  States  will 
join  United  Methodists  in  Zimba¬ 
bwe  via  satellite  April  24  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  official  opening  of  Africa 
University. 

Those  with  access  to  a  broadcast 
satellite  are  organizing  to  watch 
highlights  of  the  three-day  ceremo¬ 
nies  and  share  in  the  liturgy  and 
music  as  the  church’s  first  universi¬ 
ty  in  sub-Sahara  Africa  inaugurates 
its  top  officers  and  dedicates  its 
buildings. 

Hilly  Hicks,  co-host  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  TV  program  “Catch 
the  Spirit,”  will  host  the  free  satel¬ 
lite  teleconference,  scheduled  for  5- 
6  p.m.  EDT,  April  24. 

Judy  Smith,  interpretation  officer 
at  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry,  asks  that  groups 
planning  to  view  the  broadcast  con¬ 
tact  her  at  (615)  340-7383  to  receive 
liturgy  and  other  materials. 

Africa  University,  which  opened 


in  March  1992  with  faculties  (col¬ 
leges)  of  theology  and  agriculture, 
now  has  65  students  and  teaching, 
student  union  and  dormitory  build¬ 
ings.  The  first  graduation  exercises 
are  set  for  December  1 994. 

Registered  viewing  sites  so  far 
are: 

Churches:  First  UMC,  Kirkville, 
Mo.;  First  UMC,  Omaha,  Neb.;  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Building,  Richmond, 
Va.;  Trinity  UMC,  Gainesville,  Fla.; 
Crown  Point  (Ind.)  UMC;  First 
UMC,  Pueblo,  Colo.;  Langley  (Wash.) 
UMC;  Central  UMC,  Monroe,  N.C.; 
Clearwater  (Kan.)  UMC;  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Church,  Detroit,  Mich.;  Nevada 
City  (Calif.)  UMC. 

Annual  Conferences:  Florida, 
North  Carolina,  Ohio  East,  North 
Indiana,  Minnesota,  Baltimore- 
Washington. 

Colleges:  Millersville  (Pa.)  State 
University;  California  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  Fresno;  Jacksonville  (Ala.) 
State  University;  Michigan  Tech 
University,  Houghton;  Dickinson 
College,  Carlisle,  Pa.;  Goshen  (Ind.) 
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College;  Columbia  Basin  College, 
Paseo,  Wash.;  Iowa  State  Universi¬ 
ty,  Ames;  Emory  &  Henry,  Emory, 
Va.;  Interfaith  Student  Center, 
Martin,  Tenn.;  Kansas  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  Salina;  Virginia  Wesleyan 
University,  Norfolk;  Hastings 
(Neb.)  College;  Fort  Hays  Universi¬ 
ty,  Hays,  Kan.;  Ball  State  Universi¬ 


ty,  Muncie,  Ind.;  Spartanburg  (S.C.) 
Methodist  College;  Bethune-Cook- 
man  College,  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.; 
Willamette  University,  Salem,  Ore.; 
Union  College,  Barbourville,  Ky.; 
.  Philander  Smith  College,  Little 
Rock,  Ark.;  Batdwin-Wallace  Col¬ 
lege,  Berea,  Ohio;  Iowa  Wesleyan 
College,  Mt.  Pleasant. 


MUTARE, 

Zimbabwe — Israel 
Kamudzandu,  a 
theology  student  at 
The  United 
Methodist  Church's 
Africa  University, 
enjoys  a  break  from 
classes  at  the  open- 
air  student  center. 
Between  his  studies 
he  serves  as  pastor 
of  Hilltop  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Mutare.  He  is  typical 
of  young  African 
men  and  women 
who  will  be 
educated  at  the 
university,  which  the 
church  will  dedicate 
April  24-25. 


Pastors  learn  how  to  use  radio  in  ministry 


By  LYNNE  DE  MICHELE 

The  voices  came  from  all  parts  of 
Indiana. 

Ranging  from  crisp  tenors  to  rich 
baritones  to  decidedly  profundo 
basses,  this  special  “chorus”  of  pas¬ 
tors  convened  in  Indianapolis  early 
in  1994,  not  for  a  music  festival  but 
for  a  two-day  radio  training  work¬ 
shop  sponsored  by  Indiana  Area 
Communications,  a  pilot  project. 

The  Hoosier  pastors  see  radio  as  a 
tool  for  outreach,  ministry  and  evan¬ 
gelism.  The  event,  planned  by  a  spe¬ 
cial  task  force  guided  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  (UM- 
Com)  Director  of  Radio  Ministries 
Bill  Richards,  examined  the  various 
way  radio  can  be  used  in  ministry. 
The  attending  pastors  practiced  re¬ 


cording  30-  and  60-second  radio 
messages  from  scripts  provided  by 
UMCom. 

The  scripts  dealt  with  a  wide 
range  of  Christian  values  topics. 

Participating  pastors  also  listened 
to  pre-recorded  community  service 
spots,  including  a  series  aimed  at 
teens  which  was  aired  on  rock-for¬ 
mat  stations  in  central  Indiana. 

For  many  of  the  18  pastors,  the 
workshop  was  a  first  experience  in 
working  in  radio.  For  others  it  was 
a  refresher  course. 

During  the  workshop,  one  radio 
newcomer,  the  Rev.  Kevin  Arm¬ 
strong,  pastor  of  Roberts  Park  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Indianapolis, 
shared  his  church’s  plans  for  a 
$60,000  radio  campaign  which  was 


launched  in  Indianapolis  in  March. 

Church  members  who  were  eager 
to  help  the  church  expand  its  wit¬ 
ness  in  downtown  Indianapolis  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  radio  ministry. 
Church  members  with  professional 
radio  experience  prepared  scripts 
and  purchased  radio  time. 

After  being  on  the  air  every  week, 
the  spots  are  being  noticed  not  only 
by  the  community  but  by  the  Roberts 
Park  members  themselves  who  say 
they  have  been  inspired  by  the  new 
radio  presence  of  their  congregation. 

After  completing  the  workshop, 
one  pastor  has  reported  going  on 
the  air:  the  Rev.  Evan  Lash  of  Trin¬ 
ity  United  Methodist  Church  in  La¬ 
pel.  Mr.  Lash  made  an  appeal  from 
the  pulpit  and  resulting  contribu- 


After  being  on  the  air 
every  week,  the  spots  are 
being  noticed  not  only  by 
the  community  but  by 
church  members  who  say 
they  have  been  inspired  by 
the  new  radio  presence  of 
their  congregation. 


tions  have  been  enough  for  six 
weeks  of  daily  “Faith  Breaks”  radio 
exposure,  he  said. 

Ms.  DeMichele  is  director  of 
communications  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church's  Indiana  Area 
and  editor  of  the  "Hoosier  United 
Methodist." 


What's  the  Good  Word? 


By  Robert  E.  Parker 


Mercy 


Mercy  is  closely  linked  to  compassion,  and  it  often  seems  to  come 
to  bear  on  a  question  of  justice.  A  judge  may  have  the  opportunity  to 
show  mercy  to  a  convicted  law-breaker,  if.  in  his  judgment,  it  is  war¬ 
ranted.  But  we  also  pray  for  God's  mercy  during  natural  disasters,  or 
when  our  personal  suffering  becomes  too  much  to  bear.  That  mercy 
may  take  the  form  of  relief  or  forgetfulness. 

Mercy  seems  to  have  descended  from  the  Latin  merx,  meaning  mer¬ 
chandise.  This  was  related  to  the  Oscan  amiricadut ,  meaning  without 
remuneration.  It  would  seem  that  mercy  is  to  be  freely  given,  not 
bought.  At  that  price,  we  can  all  afford  to  be  merciful. 


New  feature  begins 

This  week  the  Reporter  unveils  a  new  feature  designed  to  help 
readers  get  deeper  meanings  of  many  words  of  the  Christian  faith. 
"What's  the  Good  Word?"  is  prepared  by  word  expert  Robert  E. 
Parker  of  Brownwood,  Texas,  and  will  appear  frequently  on  this 
page.  Readers  are  invited  to  send  their  responses  to  this  new  fea¬ 
ture  to  "Good  Word,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


Book  answers  how 
to  tell  stories  of  faith 

By  CAROLYN  ROSS  TOMLIN  - 


Almost  everyone  writes  every 
day.  It  may  take  the  form  of  checks, 
notes,  memos,  diaries,  or  home¬ 
work. 

Of  course,  some  dream  of  being  a 
writer.  Others  want  help  as  a  com¬ 
municator.  What’s  the  answer  for  be¬ 
coming  a  better  speaker  or  writer? 

For  years,  Robert  J.  Hastings  has 
been  teaching  others  to  write  and  be¬ 
come  storytellers.  Now,  he  has  put 
these  techniques  into  a  source  book. 

Editor  and  teacher 

The  author’s  experience  comes 
from  serving  as  editor  of  The  Illi¬ 
nois  Baptist,  teaching  at  several 
seminaries  and  colleges,  and  leading 
writing  workshops.  His  weekly  ra¬ 
dio  show,  “Tinyburg  Tales,”  is 
heard  in  1 4  states. 

The  answer  book  consists  of  three 
interesting  parts. 

The  first,  the  part  for  writers,  gives 
advice  on  writing  concisely,  forceful¬ 
ly,  with  feeling  and  emotions.  If 
you’re  curious  about  geneaology, 
keeping  a  diary,  or  publishing  a  fam¬ 
ily  memoir,  this  book  can  answer 
questions  about  how  to  start.  It  can 
help  you  realize  that  dream  of  pub¬ 
lishing  your  first  book. 

Even  if  no  one  reads  what  you 
write,  you  have  enriched  your  own 
life.  And  in  the  process,  you  have 
developed  your  God-given  talents. 

Writing  for  the  Christian  market  is 
a  ministry.  Mr.  Hastings  encourages 
writers  to  attend  denominational 
writers  conferences.  Here,  potential 
writers  meet  editors,  study  the  mar¬ 
kets,  and  develop  a  network  with 
others  showing  a  similar  interest. 

The  second  section,  slanted  to- 


Review 

"The  Answer  Book  for  Writers  and 
Storytellers"  by  Robert  J.  Hastings 
(Johnson,  Illinois,  Austin  Periodical 
Services,  1991).  Paperback,  159 
pages,  8.95.  Call  217-529-1086  for 
ordering  information. 


ward  speakers,  explains  how  to  tell 
a  story — a  tale  to  which  others  will 
listen. 

The  material  offers  suggestions 
for  storytellers  and  public  speakers 
and  tips  for  reading  to  children. 
Some  storytellers  dress  up  in  cos¬ 
tume  and  entertain  an  audience, 
others  visit  classrooms  and  schools, 
while  others  are  ministers  who,  like 
Jesus,  use  parables  and  allegories. 

Reprints  of  best  work 

The  third  section  is  for  all  read¬ 
ers.  This  part  contains  reprints  of 
Mr.  Hastings’  best  work.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  you’ll  find  two  short  stories, 
“The  Station”  and  “The  Harbor,” 
plus  a  chapter  from  A  Nickel’s 
Worth  of  Skim  Milk  about  his  fa¬ 
vorite  uncle,  Marshall  Johns,  a 
farmer  in  the  1930s  when  the  crops 
dried  up  and  the  jobless  stood  in 
line  for  handouts. 

Consider  these  thoughts:  Do  you 
wonder  if  some  people  are  “bom” 
to  write?  Or  is  one  taught  to  write? 
How  do  you  become  a  storyteller? 
Is  there  a  story  in  me? 

If  these  are  questions  you  have, 
this  book  is  for  you. 

Ms.  Tomlin,  of  Jackson,  Tenn., 
frequently  reviews  books  for  the 
Reporter. 


Musical  evangelist 
died  in  train  wreck 


Man  oj  sorrows:  wnai  a  name 
For  the  Son  of  God  who  came 
Ruined  sinners  to  reclaim! 

Hallelujah!  What  a  Savior! 

By  WILLIAM  ).  REYNOLDS 

Philip  P.  Bliss  wrote  words  and 
music  of  the  hymn  in  1875,  while 
he  was  actively  engaged  in  music 
evangelism.  He  was  associated  with 
Major  D.  W.  Whittle,  a  highly  re¬ 
spected  evangelist  of  the  last  half  of 
the  19th  century. 

The  first  appearance  of  the  hymn 
was  in  a  Sunday  school  publication 
The  International  Lessons  Monthly. 
1875.  The  use  of  the  hymn  by  Ira  D. 
Sankey  caused  it  to  become  widely 
known. 

Sankey  recalled  that  he  sang  it  in 
Paris  where  he  and  the  evangelist 
Moody  were  holding  meetings  “in 
the  old  church  which  Napoleon  had 
granted  to  the  Evangelicals.” 

He  would  sing  it  as  a  solo  with  the 
congregation  joining  in  on  the  final 
line  “Hallelujah!  What  a  Savior.” 

In  the  early  months  of  1876,  Bliss 
led  music  in  revival  meetings  in 
Wisconsin,  then  spent  more  than  a 
month  in  St.  Louis,  singing  in  jails, 

Poem  of  the 

AN  UNDERSTANDING  EAR 
Being  the  saddest  of  sad  sinners 
my  mouth  breathes  out 
the  smoke  of  despair  continually 
being  the  loneliest  of  reeds 
in  the  wind  I  can  sing  louder 
than  all  the  mockingbirds  of  time 
creeping  amid  the  shadows  I  can 
understand  the  secrets  of  your  heart 
come  weep  with  me  and  be  comforted 
—TOM  MOYE 


History 
of  Hymns 


reform  schools,  and  reformatories. 

Later  Bliss  and  his  wife  were  in 
Mississippi  and  took  a  steamboat 
down  the  Mississippi  from  Vicks¬ 
burg  to  New  Orleans.  Each  evening 
he  would  sing  to  the  passengers, 
give  his  testimony,  and  invited  peo¬ 
ple  to  accept  Christ. 

Three  days  after  Christmas  that 
year,  Bliss  and  his  wife  left  their 
home  in  Rome,  Pennsylvania,  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Chicago  to  rejoin  Major 
Whittle. 

As  their  train  crossed  a  ravine  ap¬ 
proaching  Astabula,  Ohio,  the  cast 
iron  bridge  gave  way,  seven  cars 
plunged  into  the  icy  river  bed,  and 
the  wreckage  burst  into  flames. 

Bliss  survived  the  fall  and  es¬ 
caped  through  a  window.  But  he  re¬ 
turned  to  the  wreckage  to  rescue  his 
wife,  and  both  perished  in  the  fire. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Of  the  Father's  Love  Begotten" 

week 

Eden  b.f. 

Where  we  worked 
this  April  weekend 
deer  grazed  contentedly 
seldom  out  of  sight; 

We  feared  them  naught, 
they  feared  us  naught. 

We  were  in  Eden 
before  the  fall. 

— POLLYANNA  SEDZIOL 
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Moments 
In  Louisiana 


Community  children  meet  at  Napoleon  Avenue  UMC  as  part  of  the 
church's  S.T.A.I.R.  project  (Start  Adventures  in  Reading).  Louisiana 
CrossLines  facilitated  the  S.T.A.I.R.  project  in  two  New  Orleans 
churches. 


Rev.  |eff  Conner  visits  with  a  young  S.T.A.I.R.  participant  at  the 
project's  Christmas  party. 


Donald  Haynes,  former  inmate  from  Angola  and  current  manager 
of  loseph  Homes  in  Baton  Rouge,  speaks  to  CCYM  on  issues  of 
crime  and  violence. 


Rev.  Bill  Robinson  (above)  and  Regina  Wren  (below)  address  VI¬ 
SION  2000  Serving  Church  participants  in  Shreveport.  CrossLines 
staffs  the  “Serving  Church"  section  of  VISION  2000,  helping 
churches  develop  mission  and  outreach  in  their  local  communities. 


Louisiana  CrossLines  Director,  Betsy  Irvine,  addresses  the  CCYM  re¬ 
treat  opening  plenary.  Louisiana  CrossLines  helped  organize  the  re¬ 
treat  centered  on  the  theme  of  "Youth  and  Violence." 


•  Every  23  MINUTES  an  infant  is  bom  into  poverty 

•  Every  11  HOURS  an  infant  dies 

•  every  103  MINUTES  an  infant  is  bom  to  a  mother  who 
received  late  or  no  prenatal  care. 

EVERY  DAY,  every  fifth  child  is  at  risk  of  going  hungry 

*  *  * 

•  12,736  babies  were  bom  to  teenagers  in  1993  —  18.1%  of  all 
births 

•  12,877  children  were  in  custody  or  under  supervision  of  the 

Department  of  Safety  and  Corrections,  Office  of  Youth 
Development  for  crimes  such  as  burglary  (2,056),  assault  and 
battery  (1,414),  weapons  (564)  and  homicide  (160) 

•  9,258  cases  of  child  abuse  were  validated 

•  31.2%  of  all  children  under  18  live  in  poverty 

•  56.5%  of  African  American  children  under  1 8  live  in  poverty 


Louisiana  CrossLines  is  a  conference  wide  resource  to  help  local 
churches  mobilize  for  mission  and  meet  the  needs  of  poor  families 
in  their  midst.  There  are  many  sides  to  poverty;  thus  the  church  in 
its  mission  can  minister  to  and  with  poor  families  in  a  number  of 
ways. 


*  Tutoring  and  latch-key  programs  provide  youngsters  with  safe, 
supervised  surroundings. 


*  Church-based  summer  programs  provide  teens  with  a  healthy, 
happy  place  to  congregate. 


*  Emergency  service  —  food,  clothing  and  rental  assistance  — 
provide  much-needed  assistance  to  families  living  in  poverty. 


Louisiana  CrossLines,  through  consultation  with  local  churches, 
training  workshops,  and  education,  helps  congregations  explore 
mission  possibilities  in  their  immediate  community.  CrossLines 
helps  churches  design  programs,  train  volunteers,  establish  budgets 
and  evaluate  the  impact  of  their  mission  efforts.  Through  the  “Serv¬ 
ing  Church,”  portion  of  the  conference  VISION  2000  initiative, 
Louisiana  CrossLines  identifies  churches  interested  and  committed 
to  community  outreach. 


Teens  from  Nicholls  High  School  Leadership  Council  talk  with  stu¬ 
dents  at  UNO  during  a  tour  of  the  campus. 


Members  of  the  Angola  Drama  Club  perform  a  series  play  written 
and  directed  by  the  inmates. 


These  are  just  a  few  of  the  startling  statistics  which  give  all  of  us 
cause  for  great  concern.  Statistics  are  important,  however,  because 
they  help  to  move  us  to  action  in  our  churches  and  communities. 


*  Volunteer  care  projects  reach  out  to  isolated  low-income  and 
disabled  persons  providing  them  with  food,  transportation  and 
other  services. 

*  Mentors  support  homeless  families  as  they  move  from  shelters  to 

independent  living. 

*  Counseling,  referral  and  shelter  services  can  help  protect 

vulnerable  women  and  children  from  crippling  domestic  abuse. 


New  Orleans. 


r  w.  -.V, 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  Allen  Interfaith  Caregivers  meets  in  Oak¬ 
dale.  The  project  is  one  of  several  caregiving  programs  begun  by 
Louisiana  CrossLines. 


Louisiana  CrossLines  also  works  with  the  Conference  Boards  of 
Church  and  Society,  Health  and  Welfare  and  the  Legislative  Liaison 
Committee  to  develop  conference-wide  education  and  training 
events  around  social  policy  issues  affecting  Louisiana’s  poor  chil¬ 
dren.  This  year’s  Senior  High  Retreat  at  Tall  Timbers  was  yet  an¬ 
other  way  that  CrossLines  educated  conference  youth  on  issues  of 
social  and  interpersonal  violence. 


Volunteers  prepare  meals  for  low-income  home-bound  elderly  as 
part  of  the  Allen  parish  care  givers  project. 


Nicholls  High  School  Leadership  Council  is  a  creation  of  IMPACT;  a 
community  development  project  of  Thompson  UMC  and  the  New 
Orleans  Urban  Ministries. 


Louisiana  Crosslines 

And 

The  Legislative  Liaison 
Committee 

Invite  You  To  The 
Bishop's  Seminar 
May  11,  1994 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

Please  call  or  write  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  First  UMC,  930 
North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  70802,  by  May  1,  1994  to 
reserve  a  place.  Cost  is  $10.00  per  person. 

Speakers  will  address  critical  legislation  of  the  1994  ses¬ 
sion  including  gambling,  child  care  and  other  issues  of  con¬ 
cern  to  United  Methodists. 
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FORWARD  IN 

'FAITH 


APRIL  22,  1994 


Bishop  William  Oden 

I  am  still  reflecting  on  the  movie  "Schindler’s  List.”  If  you  have  not 
seen  this  film,  I  urge  you  with  all  my  episcopal  authority  to  do  so  im¬ 
mediately.  (And  you  know  how  much  weight  episcopal  authority  car¬ 
ries  these  days!) 

Questions  are  asked  by  those  who  have  seen  the  film,  “how  could 
so  many  people  throughout  Germany  stand  by  and  watch  the  atroc¬ 
ities  occur  during  World  War  II?  Where  was  the  Christian  church?” 

The  answer  is  painful.  I  am  reminded  of  a  quote  from  a  Methodist 
theologian  of  the  last  generation,  Franklin  Littell.  He  wrote  in  the 
book  German  Phoenix  these  words  in  an  attempt  to  answer  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  why  the  churches  lost  their  moral  authority  during  the  Nazi 
regime: 

“They  persisted  in  verbalizing  ideals  which  were  not  really 

commitments  and  in  resolving  high  intentions  which  were  not 

made  matters  of  witness.” 

His  words  haunt  me  as  I  think  about  what  it  means  for  the  church 
and  its  leadership  to  be  faithful  to  the  gospel  during  the  current  diffi¬ 
cult  times  of  violence,  ethnic  cleansing,  racial  polarization  and  the 
many  inhuman  acts  now  being  committed  across  the  globe. 

The  love  of  Jesus  Christ  is  still  translated  through  the  witness  of  the 
church  and  its  members. 


When 

words 

do  not  count 


PHOTOS  BY  BEV  ED  DEWEESE 

Representative  of  this  year's  confirmation  classes  is  this  one  at 
Greensburg  UMC  confirmed  on  Palm  Sunday  by  Rev.  Ed  DeWeese, 
pastor,  and  Rev.  Carl  Rhoads,  superintendent  of  North  Shore  Dis¬ 
trict.  FRONT  ROW,  FROM  LEFT,  are  Caleb  Easley,  Amanda  Burge 
and  Lacey  Ficklin.  SECOND  ROW,  FROM  LEFT,  are  Rhoads,  Jerry 
Allen,  Cassie  Gillis,  Julie  Meadows,  Corey  Easley  and  Adam 
Hartner.  Nine  youths  also  were  confirmed  at  Wesley  Chapel. 


Youth  Service  Fund  Sunday  is  April  24  in  many  local  churches.  Oth¬ 
ers  will  take  the  special  offering  on  other*  Sundays.  The  logo, 
ABOVE,  was  designed  by  a  North  Carolina  senior.  YSF  is  money 
“raised  by  youth,  distributed  by  youth,  to  projects  which  benefit 
youth,  —  service  beyond  the  local  church."  A  recent  mailing  went 
to  church  pastors  and  youth  leaders  with  information  on  YSF  fund¬ 
raising  and  procedures  for  applying  for  grants. 


Rev.  Ken  Fisher,  pastor  of  Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans,  presents  a 
$1,000  check  to  Emma  Graham,  committee  on  finance  chair,  to  help 
with  replacement  of  the  air  conditioning  system.  The  grant  is  from 
the  Louisiana  Conference  through  the  Special  Ministries. 


concerning  sexual  misconduct 

“Healing  Broken  Lives  and  Communities,”  a  video-teleconference  about 
Sexual  Misconduct  by  Church  Leaders,  will  be  shown  Tuesday,  May  10, 
from  10  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  at  four  sites  around  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

The  church,  like  other  institutions,  organizations  and  companies,  some¬ 
times  has  problems  with  sexual  harassment  and  other  instances  of  sexual 
misconduct. 

The  video-teleconference,  sponsored  by  the  Conference  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women,  is)  designed  to  prevent  problems  and  to 
promote  healing. 

Christian  approach 

A  Christian  perspective  will  help 
identify  inappropriate  behavior  and 
understand  ways  to  take  steps  to¬ 
ward  prevention/intervention.  In 
addition  to  the  personal  tragedy  for 
those  involved,  misconduct  by 
church  laity  and  clergy  often  has  re¬ 
percussions  throughout  the  church 
and  the  community. 

The  live  teleconference  is  de¬ 
signed  for  both  laity  and  clergy.  The 
presenters  are  professionals  who 
will  receive  questions  from  the  vari¬ 
ous  sites. 

Teleconference  sites  are:  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  10230  Mollylea  Dr.  (at 
Sharp  Lane)  Baton  Rouge;  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  3715  Youree  Dr., 
Shreveport;  First  UMC,  812  Kirk- 
man  St.,  Lake  Charles,  and  North¬ 
east  University  Campus  Ministry, 
112  Delano  Dr.,  Monroe. 


*Mea* 
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BROKEN 

LIVES?. 


COMMUNmES 


May  10,  1994 


A  video-teleconference  on 

Sexual  Misconduct  by 
Church  Leaders 

•  focused  on  prevention  and 
healing 

•  designed  for  laity,  clergy  and  other 

church  leaders 

•  featuring  professionals  such  as  Dr. 
Marie  Fortune  and  Dr.  Larry  Graham 

with  presentations,  questions  and 
answers 


Hilda  Arndt 


Deadline  May  3 

The  deadline  for  reservations  is 
May  3. 

To  attend  one  of  the  three  show¬ 
ings  at  churches,  send  a  check,  pay¬ 
able  to  COSROW,  for  $  1 0  to:  Mary 
Louise  Cassingham,  COSROW 
chairperson,  2450  Hudson  Place, 
New  Orleans,  LA  70131.  For  infor¬ 
mation  phone  her,  504-392-3986. 

Persons  planning  to  attend  the 
viewing  at  Northeast  University, 
should  make  checks  payable  to: 
Northeast  Campus  Ministry  and 
mail  to:  Rev.  James  Wilson,  112 
Delano  Dr.,  Monroe,  LA  71203. 
For  additional  information  call 
him,  318-343-2944. 

Take  a  brown  bag  lunch  to  any  of 
the  locations. 


Some  members  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans  are  pictured  as  they  plan  for  the  open  house  sched¬ 
uled  for  Sunday,  May  1.  FROM  LEFT,  CLOCKWISE,  are  Gail 
McGlothin,  Eddie  Clark,  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch,  Dr.  Jack  Cassingham, 
Barbara  Bush,  Dr.  George  Calvin,  Lydia  Heard  and  Virginia  L.  Stew¬ 
art. 

Methodist  Home,  New  Orleans 
invites  public  to  open  house 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans, 
815  Washington  St.,  will  host  en 
open  house  for  the  public  on  Sun¬ 
day,  May  1,  from  3  to  5  p.m.  Tours 
of  the  facility  will  be  offered  and  re¬ 
freshments  will  be  served. 

Greeting  guests  will  be  members 
of  the  board  including  the  presi¬ 
dent,  Dr.  Elton  Harrison  of  Baton 
Rouge  and  the  president-elect,  Gail 
McGlothin;  the  executive  director, 
Dr.  Richard  E.  Hodges,  and  Dr. 

In  Memoriam 

Helen  Henderson  Brown,  wife  of 
Allan  L.  Brown,  died  April  5.  Fu¬ 
neral  services  were  held  April  9  in 
her  home  church,  First  Street 
UMC,  New  Orleans. 

Brown,  a  member  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  has  for  the  past 
several  years  been  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Men’s  office. 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 


George  Calvin,  director  of  special 
ministries/institutional  develop¬ 
ment  for  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries. 

In  charge  of  arrangements  are 
Virginia  L.  Stewart  and  McGlothin. 

Security  will  be  provided. 

The  Methodist  Home  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1886  and  originally  served 
unwed  mothers  and  their  infants. 
Care  is  now  provided  for  200 
abused,  neglected  and  abandoned 
children  each  year.  The  home  offers 
both  residential  and  Therapeutic 
Foster  Home  programs. 

The  Therapeutic  Foster  Home 
program  is  the  largest  in  Louisiana 
and  has  been  commended  for  the 
excellent  care  given  to  the  children. 

The  Methodist  Home  offers  criti¬ 
cally  needed  services  because  84  per 
cent  of  all  reported  abuse  cases  in 
Louisiana  occur  in  or  within  a  90- 
mile  radius  of  New  Orleans.  That 
region  is  the  largest  urban  popula¬ 
tion  area  of  the  state. 


COSROW  selects  four  sites 
for  video-teleconference 


to  receive 


peace  award 

Dr.  Hilda  C.  M.  Arndt,  who 
until  last  year  was  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  coordinator  for  the  Peace 
with  Justice  program,  has  been  se¬ 
lected  to  receive  the  Wade  Mackie 
Annual  Peace¬ 
making  Award 
given  by  Bien¬ 
ville  House  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Peace  and 
Justice  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

The  award  will 
be  presented  at  a 
dinner  in  her 
honor  Thursday, 

April  28,  at  7  Dr.  Hilda  Arndt 
p.m.  at  University  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge,  her  home  church. 

Advance  tickets  are  required  and 
may  be  reserved  by  calling,  344- 


Historic  1 840  hymnal  given  to  Conference 


A  valuable,  diminutive  Method¬ 
ist  hymnal  from  the  1 800s  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Louisiana  Conference 
at  Greensburg  UMC  on  Palm  Sun¬ 
day. 

The  historic  hymnal  was  given  to 
Leslie  Dunn,  lay  leader,  by  a 
Greensburg  resident,  Elvin  Ray 
Clark. 

Receiving  the  hymnal  was  the 
Rev.  Carl  Rhoads  III,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  North  Shore  District.  Also 
participating  in  the  presentation 
was  Rev.  Ed  DeWeese,  pastor  of 
Greensburg. 

The  tiny  hymnal,  copyrighted  in 
1840,  will  be  placed  in  the  United 
Methodist  Archives  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport. 

The  book  has  no  notes  and  was 
published  and  used  for  congrega¬ 
tional  singing. 


Rev.  Carl  Rhoads,  RIGHT,  and  Rev.  Ed  DeWeese,  LEFT,  receive  a 
valuable  and  historic  1840  Methodist  hymnal  from  Leslie  Dunn, 
Greensburg  UMC  lay  leader. 


0405. 

Arndt  is  professor  emerita  at  LSU 
where  she  was  in  the  School  of  So¬ 
cial  Work  from  1947  to  1978. 

At  University  UMC  she  chairs 
the  Peace  Education  Committee,  is 
the  church’s  representative  to  the 
Greater  Baton  Rouge  Federation  of 
Churches  and  Synagogues,  serves 
on  the  Administrative  Board  and 
teaches  English  language  classes  to 
international  students. 

She  is  on  the  board  of  Habitat  for 
Humanity,  volunteers  at  the  Holy 
Grill,  where  low-income  persons  are 
fed,  and  at  the  UM  Mission  Center. 

The  peace  award  is  named  for  the 
late  Wade  Mackie,  opponent  of  ra¬ 
cial  segregation  in  Baton  Rouge 
during  the  50s  and  60s. 

Bienville  House  Center  for  Peace 
and  Justice  is  a  non-profit  organiza¬ 
tion  that  offers  education  and  infor¬ 
mation  about  local,  national  and 
international  issues  and  encourages 
action  for  social  and  political 
change.  Bienville  House  specifically 
targets  situations  which  deny  uni¬ 
versal  respect  for  human  rights,  fair 
sharing  of  resources  and  non-vio¬ 
lent  solutions  to  conflict. 


Around  the  Conference 


Marilyn  Brown  Oden,  author  and 
lecturer,  was  keynote  speaker  for 
the  107th  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  Women  April  1 5- 
16  at  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge.  Her  theme  was  “Unite 
Us  in  Christ.” 

*  *  * 

After  worship  at  St.  Mark’s 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  on  Sunday, 
April  10,  the  Rev.  Randall  Camp¬ 
bell,  the  pastor,  along  with  the  choir 
and  some  other  members  left  by  bus 
for  Clanton  UM  Chapel  in  Dulac. 
About  45  St.  Mark’s  members  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  evening  services  in 
Dulac. 

The  choir  sang  and  Campbell 
preached  the  sermon.  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Kirby  Verret  and  the  Clanton  Cha¬ 
pel  members  welcomed  the  visitors 
and  fed  them  a  gumbo  meal  as  the 
two  congregations  had  fellowship 
together.  The  event  was  part  of  St. 
Mark’s  Native  American  Awareness 
celebration.  The  visitors  made  a 
monetary  donation  to  projects  at 


Dulac. 

St.  Mark  also  recently  gave 
$1,000  for  music  scholarships  to 
Southern  University.  “We  gave 
them  half  of  the  funds  derived  from 
a  presentation  they  did  for  us,” 
Dollene  Sims,  a  church  leader,  said. 
“We  sold  tickets  to  it.  The  other 
$1,000  we  made  goes  toward  our 
new  sanctuary.” 

*  *  * 

A  Citizens’  Town  Meeting  con¬ 
cerning  racial  and  cultural  divisions 
in  the  community  is  set  for  Tues¬ 
day,  April  26,  at  7  p.m.  (registration 
6:30  p.m.)  in  Exhibition  Hall  at 
Riverside  Centroplex,  Baton 
Rouge.  Among  participants  will  be 
Dr.  Chris  Andrews,  pastor.  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge;  lay  person, 
Bubba  Henry,  president  of  the  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Churches  and  Synagogues 
and  Rev.  Jeff  Day,  the  federation’s 
executive  director. 

V  *  * 

Members  of  the  confirmation 


class  of  Jefferson  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  toured  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Headquarters  Building  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  recently  to  learn  more 
about  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Each  of  the  youths  has  a 
mentor  in  the  congregation.  Some 
of  their  mentors  and  other  adult 
leaders,  in  addition  to  the  pastor, 
Rev.  John  Johns,  accompanied 
them  on  the  field  trip.  The  class  will 
be  confirmed  and  become  members 
of  the  church  on  Pentecost  Sunday, 
May  22. 


Volunteers  in  Mission  teams  who 
want  to  travel  to  Alabama  to  assist 
victims  of  the  Palm  Sunday  torna¬ 
does  are  asked  to  contact  Don  and 
Lulu  Stewart  in  Anniston,  Alabama, 
Rev.  James  Poole,  VIM  coordinator 
and  superintendent  of  the  Ruston 
District,  said.  Call  the  couple  direct¬ 
ly  to  schedule  work  team  visits  to 
the  area,  205-237-9891  (home)  or 
205-237-9311  (office). 
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Leap  with  faith 
into  our  future 

If  Boeing  can  do  it,  why  not  your  congregation? 

The  background  to  “it”  was  the  recent  unveil¬ 
ing  by  the  aircraft  manufacturing  company  of  a 
new  airplane,  the  777,  billed  as  the  world’s  larg¬ 
est  twin-engine  jet.  It’s  the  company’s  first  all- 
new  model  in  more  than  a  decade. 

Now,  here’s  the  “it”: 

Although  the  airline  industry  is  in  the  midst 
of  an  economic  downturn,  Boeing  executives 
- . -  said  they  see  the 

C'Hitrki'iial  777  as  the  bes*n' 
LjUIiUI  ICll  ning  of  a  family  of 

airplanes  that  will 

meet  airline  needs  for  the  next  30-50  years. 

“Our  job,”  according  to  company  president 
Phil  Condit,  “is  to  make  sure  when  we  come  out 
of  this  economic  cycle  we  have  an  airplane 
ready  for  the  customers  to  be  in." 

In  other  words,  Boeing’s  new  airplane  is  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  major  company  that  has  1)  “looked 
ahead” — as  much  as  50  years! — and  2)  taken 
concrete  steps  to  “act  ahead” — that  is,  to  devel¬ 
op  a  product  that  will  meet  the  needs  of  antici¬ 
pated  future  customers. 

We  see  lessons  for  the  church,  including  local 
congregations,  in  Boeing’s  example. 

First,  instead  of  retrenching  and  retreating 
during  hard  times,  Boeing’s  ambitious  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  new  product  is  proactive.  This  is  an¬ 
other  way  of  saying  that  Boeing  “moved  out  on 
faith.”  It  took  positive  steps  forward  even  when 
times  are  tough  and  results  uncertain. 

If  Boeing  can  do  it.  why  not  your  congregation? 

Second,  Boeing  planned  for  a  long-term  payoff. 
In  other  words,  it  did  not  restrict  itself  to  product 
development  aimed  solely  at  short-term  profits 
and  quick  fixes,  always  a  temptation  in  trying 
times.  Instead,  it  looked  beyond  immediate  sur¬ 
vival  to  where  it  needs  to  be  in  50  years. 

If  Boeing  can  do  it,  why  not  your  congregation? 

Third,  the  company  based  both  its  projec¬ 
tions  and  current  actions  on  its  customers’  an¬ 
ticipated  needs.  Call  it  imagination,  empathy  or 
“walking  in  the  customers’  shoes.”  Whatever, 
Boeing  cared  about  its  customers  via  a  needs- 
based  approach  to  envisioning  the  future. 

If  Boeing  can  do  it,  why  not  your  congregation? 

We  believe  local  congregations  should  take 
heart  from  the  boldness  of  a  corporate  giant  such 
as  Boeing.  Long-range  planning,  “futuring,”  “vi¬ 
sioning”  or  however  one  labels  existing  efforts 
across  the  church  to  “look  ahead”  are  so  much 
hot  air  unless  matched  by  concrete  action. 

Needed  are  Christians — lay,  clergy  and  semi¬ 
narians — who,  in  the  words  of  management  ex¬ 
pert  Warren  Bennis,  “have  the  future  in  their 
bones,”  that  is,  both  the  willingness  and  the 
ability  to  take  leaps  of  faith  and  imagination  to 
''advance  the  church’s  witness. 

The  new  777  indicates  that  the  Boeing  Com¬ 
pany  has  the  future  in  its  bones. 

And  if  Boeing  can  do  it . . . 


Seminaries  are  upholding  their  UMC  ties 


By  JOHN  E.  HARNISH 

If  one  is  uncertain  of  where  to 
stand  in  the  “tug  of  war"  between 
academic  freedom  and  denomina¬ 
tional  control,  the  sad  experience 
of  the  Southern  Baptists  should 
erase  any  question.  I  doubt  even 
the  most  conservative  of  the  “peo¬ 
ple  called  Methodist”  would  sup¬ 
port  the  kind  of  heavy-handed 
control  we  have  seen  in  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  seminaries. 

However,  the  other  extreme  is 
just  as  dangerous.  If  our  seminar¬ 
ies  bear  the  name  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  then  that  identity  should  be 
evident  in  the  ethos,  the  life,  the 
fabric  of  the  school.  This  identity 
should  be  lived  out  in  the  way  the 
seminary  serves  the  church.  So 
how  are  we  doing? 

United  Methodist  ethos 

In  the  nine  months  I  have  been 
head  of  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  I  have  already  heard  ex¬ 
tensive  conversations  by  our  semi¬ 
nary  deans  and  presidents  about 
this  very  topic.  They  are  intention¬ 
ally  working  to  discern  what  it 
means  to  be  ecumenical,  global 
and  creative,  yet  still  maintain 
their  identity  as  United  Methodist 
schools.  The  discussion  of  “Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  ethos”  is  always  on 
the  agenda. 

In  meetings  of  the  Commission 


If  our  seminaries  bear  the  name  of 
United  Methodist,  then  that 
identity  should  be  evident  in  the 
ethos,  the  life,  the  fabric  of  the 
school.  This  identity  should  be 
lived  out  in  the  way  the  seminary 
serves  the  church. 


on  Theological  Education,  the  As¬ 
sociation  of  United  Methodist 
Theological  Schools,  the  Division 
of  Ordained  Ministry  and  the 
Council  of  Bishops  the  question 
about  United  Methodist  ethos 
keeps  coming  up.  I  have  been  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  efforts  of  our  semi¬ 
naries  to  deal  with  that  question. 
Clearly,  everyone  will  not  agree  on 
exactly  what  it  means  to  be  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  but  the  leaders  of 
our  seminaries  are  engaged  in  an 
ongoing  dialogue  on  this  matter. 

Accountability 

Over  recent  years,  the  seminar¬ 
ies  have  been  actively  working 
through  their  boards  of  trustees, 
alumni  and  faculty  to  build 
bridges  to  the  annual  conferences 
and  the  local  church. 

One  of  the  most  significant  at¬ 
tempts  in  this  regard  is  the  current 
"Agenda  21”  project,  a  plan  fund¬ 
ed  by  the  seminaries  and  the  Divi¬ 


sion  of  Ordained  Ministry  to  hear 
the  voices  of  the  local  church — la¬ 
ity  and  clergy  alike.  Across  the 
country  people  are  coming  on 
campus,  many  for  the  first  time,  to 
share  their  ideas  about  clergy  lead¬ 
ership  and  the  needs  of  seminary 
education. 

Another  point  of  accountabil¬ 
ity  is  the  Ministerial  Education 
Fund.  Through  this  fund  the 
church  demonstrates  its  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  work  of  theological 
education  and  the  preparation  of 
people  for  ordained  and  diaconal 
ministry.  It  is  also  a  point  of 
clear  accountability. 

Each  year  the  seminaries  sub¬ 
mit  detailed  information  which 
contributes  to  the  formula  for  the 
distribution  of  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund.  That  review  in¬ 
cludes  everything  from  library 
acquisitions  to  faculty  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  local  church. 

In  addition,  once  every  10  years, 


the  University  Senate  conducts  an 
extensive  study  of  each  school,  in¬ 
cluding  on-site  interviews  with  fac¬ 
ulty,  alumni  and  students. 

Every  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  seminary  relates  also  to  a 
number  of  annual  conference 
boards  of  ordained  ministry.  As 
board  members  visit  on  campus, 
interview  students  and  review 
candidates  for  ordination,  they 
often  provide  feedback  to  the 
seminaries. 

Finally,  there  are  the  many  in¬ 
formal  ways  in  which  our  semi¬ 
naries  remain  accountable  to  the 
denomination. 

District  superintendents,  bish¬ 
ops  and  local  church  pastors  visit 
on  campuses  and  talk  with  facul¬ 
ty  and  staff.  Students,  faculty 
and  administration  alike  are  in¬ 
volved  in  local  church  and  annu¬ 
al  conferences  where  they  hear 
the  voice  of  the  church. 

Showing  'relatedness' 

But  just  as  important  as  the 
seminaries’  accountability  to  the 
church  is  the  other  side  of  the 
covenant,  the  commitment  of  the 
church  to  the  seminaries.  It  is  in¬ 
deed  regrettable  that  our  direct 
support  of  our  seminaries  contin¬ 
ues  to  decline  every  year. 

As  that  percentage  decreases, 
the  voice  of  the  church  in  the  op¬ 
erating  of  the  seminaries  be- 
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Editor's  note:  The  Reporter  re¬ 
cently  asked  readers  how  the 
church  should  relate  to  its  semi¬ 
naries.  We  found  this  article  to 
be  the  most  informative  re¬ 
sponse  received.  Therefore  we 
run  it  in  its  entirety. 

comes  weaker  and  the  seminaries 
are  forced  to  find  other  sources 
of  funding.  (Usually  that  means 
more  dependence  on  tuition  and 
higher  costs  for  students.) 

If  we  are  serious  about  the  re¬ 
lationship  between  the  seminar¬ 
ies  and  the  church,  frankly,  we 
need  to  put  our  money  where  our 
mouth  is. 

If  the  church  is  unwilling  to  in¬ 
vest  in  our  seminaries,  we  should 
be  careful  about  what  we  de¬ 
mand  of  them.  Currently  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  pro¬ 
vides  less  than  20  percent  of  the 
income  of  our  seminaries.  Our 
voice  as  a  church  is  weakened  be¬ 
cause  of  our  failure  to  adequately 
fund  our  schools. 

These  are  our  schools.  If  we 
want  to  have  influence  in  the  en¬ 
terprise  of  theological  education, 
we  should  begin  by  demonstrat¬ 
ing  our  “relatedness”  through 
our  giving. 


Patriarch's  prescription  best  idea  for  Middle  East 


About  the  time  you  feel  hope¬ 
ful  for  peace  in  one  of  the  world’s 
chronic  trouble  spots,  a  para¬ 
graph  like  this  jumps  out  of  the 
newspaper  at  you: 

"The  new  ban  on  Palestinians' 
entry  into  Israel . . .  makes  it  ille¬ 
gal  for  the  1.8  million  Palestin¬ 
ians  from  the  occupied  West 
Bank  and  Gaza  Strip  to  be  inside 
Israel.  It  includes  lens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  low-paid  workers  who 
normally  enter  each  day. " 

Last  week’s  ban  is  a  response  to 
the  ongoing  eye-for-an-eye  carnage 
that  some  Palestinians  wreak  on 
some  Israelis  and  vice  versa.  As 
such  it  can’t  be  condoned  but  it 
can  at  least  be  understood.  But 
look  at  it,  as  one  Israeli  govern¬ 
ment  minister  did,  from  the  sim¬ 
plest  human  perspective: 

"They  are  human  beings,"  said 
Communications  Minister  Shulamit 


Letter 

from 

the 

Editor 

John  A.  Lovelace 


Aloni.  "They  have  families.  They 
have  to  work.  They  have  to  feed  their 
children.  And  we  know  that  the  ter¬ 
rorists  are  people  who  can  come  in 
even  if  we  will  have  a  closure.  ” 

This  Israeli  government  official 
gets  our  early  nomination  for  the 
Nobel  Peace  Prize.  She  makes  sense. 

Many  Palestinians  live  in  areas 
under  Jewish  military  occupation. 
Unemployment  is  high.  Faced  with 
working  inside  Israel  or  not  being 
able  to  feed  their  children,  an  esti¬ 


mated  60,000  do  daily  what  any 
rational  human  would  do — they 
work  where  they  can  fmd  work. 

When  they  are  barred  from 
work  as  they  are  now,  some  de¬ 
vise  ways  to  evade  the  blockade, 
slipping  workers  across  the  line 
via  back  roads  or  under  cover  of 
darkness — all  at  a  high  risk,  of 
course. 

Terrorists  on  both  sides  make  it 
*  virtually  impossible  for  life  to  go  on 
as  it  should.  Twenty-nine  Muslims 
are  slain  in  a  mosque;  seven  Israelis 
die  in  a  suicide  car-bombing,  and 
the  death  count  lunges  upward. 

Israel,  seeking  self-protection, 
tightens  its  borders.  But  it  pays  an 
internal  price.  Palestinians  ready 
and  able  to  work  are  barred  from 
entry.  Replacements  are  brought  in 
from  places  like  Romania,  Bulgar¬ 
ia,  Thailand  and  Turkey.  It’s  crazy. 

Despite  these  setbacks,  Pales- 
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JERUSALEM — Armed  Israeli  soldiers  stand  guard  on  a  wall. 


tinian  and  Israeli  peace  negotia¬ 
tors  seem  to  be  going  forward, 
albeit  it  sometimes  two  steps  for¬ 
ward,  one  step  backward.  In  the 
meantime,  in  the  same  common- 
sense  approach  that  Israel’s  com- 
munications  minister  rec¬ 
ommended,  one  commends  this 


analysis  prescribed  by  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Latin  Patriarch  of 
Jerusalem: 

"The  best  protection  for  the  Israe¬ 
lis  is  justice  for  the  Palestinians. " 

No  justice,  no  protection.  No 
protection,  no  peace.  It’s  that 
simple. 


Commission  calls  for  unity 

Editor's  note:  We  publish  as  a  service  to  our  readers  the  following  statement  issued 
recently  by  the  United  Methodist  General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  In¬ 
terreligious  Concerns.  This  statement  is  the  commission's  response  to  churchwide 
debate  over  United  Methodist  participation  in  an  ecumenical  women's  gathering, 
the  "Re-Imagining  Conference held  Nov.  4-7,  1993  in  Minneapolis. 

Our  Yearning  for  the  Unity  of  the  Church 

We  are  deeply  concerned  about  the  growing  disunity  within  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  In  the  face  of  this  disunity  the  Commission  is  re¬ 
sponding  out  of  our  charge  to  create  space  for  ecumenical  and  interfaith 
dialogue,  as  well  as  our  commitment  to  this  dialogue  and  to  the  unity  of 
the  Church  that  we  love. 

In  the  Commission’s  own  life  and  work  we  experience  mutual  trust 
and  respect  among  directors  and  staff  who  hold  widely  diverse  view¬ 
points.  We  believe  that  fruitful  dialogue  requires  and  can  only  be  possi¬ 
ble  in  a  context  of  trust  and  respect.  Such  dialogue  must  include  an 
openness  to  one  another  and  a  confidence  in  the  presence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  our  midst.  The  Commission  calls  upon  all  United  Methodists 
to  hold  one  another  to  the  highest  standards  of  truth-telling  and  honesty 
in  all  that  is  said,  done,  printed,  and  distributed  within  the  Body.  We 
must  commit  ourselves  to  not  bearing  false  witness  against  one  another. 
We  encourage  the  establishment  of  ongoing,  dialogue  throughout  our 
Church  so  that  when  controversy  arises,  as  in  response  to  the  Re-Imag¬ 
ining  Conference,  the  dialogue  can  be  utilized  creatively  rather  than  to 
foster  polarization. 

As  a  Commission  that  remains  committed  to  The  Ecumenical  Decade  of 
Churches  in  Solidarity  with  Women,  we  have  listened  to  a  panel  of  persons 
who  attended  the  Re-Imagining  Conference.  Together  we  have  studied  a 
broad  range  of  material  from  and  about  this  Conference.  We  find  no  rea¬ 
son  for  disciplinary  action  as  demanded  by  United  Methodists  for  Faith 
and  Freedom.  Rather,  we  sense  a  deep  need  for  conversation  to  address 
our  disunity  and  affirm  the  common  foundation  that  unites  us. 

As  Commission  member,,  we  commit  ourselves  to  an  ongoing  dialogue 
within  the  Commission  and  our  Church.  We  call  upon  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  all  levels  to  create  opportunities  for  authentic  dialogue 
among  diverse  theological  viewpoints.  As  we  prepare  our  hearts  and  spirits 
anew  for  Pentecost,  we  pray  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  move  within  and  among 
us  in  the  Church:  uniting,  empowering,  interpreting  one  another’s  lan¬ 
guage,  removing  fear,  and  bringing  forth  new  life. 


One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  use  is  clarified 


An  April  8  letter  to  the  editor 
from  Susan  Spencer-Smith  of  Xe¬ 
nia,  Ohio,  has  resulted  in  some  mis¬ 
understanding.  In  the  letter,  she 
quoted  her  church 
newspaper  which 
inaccurately  stat¬ 
ed  that  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing 
funds  are  devoted 
entirely  to  UM- 
COR  administra- 

Kenneth  Lutgen 

It  is  true  that  ® 

UMCOR  administers  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  funds.  It  is  not  true 
that  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
funds  pay  for  UMCOR  administra¬ 
tive  costs.  UMCOR  administrative 
costs  are  covered  almost  exclusively 
by  investment  income.  If  that 
source  is  depleted,  UMCOR  may 
draw  the  balance  from  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing.  However,  it  has 
not  been  necessary  to  draw  admin¬ 
istrative  funds  from  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  in  recent  years. 
UMCOR  administrative  costs  are 
less  than  10  percent  of  the  total 
budget.  No  money  designated  for 
specific  projects  is  spent  on  admin¬ 
istration. 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  re¬ 
ceipts  are  used  exactly  as  the  promo¬ 
tional  material  reports:  First  monies 
used  in  disaster  response;  refugee 
programs;  to  support  our  ecumenical 
partner.  Church  World  Service;  for 
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the  work  of  hunger  ministries  and  de¬ 
velopment  projects  around  the 
world;  and  to  assure  funding  for  UM¬ 
COR  projects  in  the  event  designated 
contributions  fall  short. 

Kenneth  Lutgen  Jr. 

New  York,  New  York 
Editor’s  note:  Mr.  Lutgen  heads  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief. 

Most  sensible  idea 

Jo  Luck  Cargile’s  “back  to  the 
land”  plan  (see  UMR,  March  25)  is 
the  most  sensible  idea  I  have  heard 
for  a  long  time.  I  think  if  everyone 
pushes  the  idea  it  will  bring  self-es¬ 
teem  and  comfort  to  many  people. 

May  O.  Beiler 
Shabbona,  Illinois 

A  note  from  history 

May  I  add  a  historical  footnote  to 
Denise  Johnson  Stovall’s  article  on 
United  Methodist  seminaries  and  aca¬ 
demic  freedom  (see  UMR,  March  18)? 

Readers  should  know  that  academ¬ 
ic  freedom  was  once  a  “hot"  issue  at 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“I  shall  not  die,  but  I  shall  live, 
and  recount  the  deeds  of  the  Lord.” 


United  Methodist  seminaries.  The 
matter  was  settled  at  General  Confer¬ 
ences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  first  quarter  of  this 
century  and  those  decisions  were  car¬ 
ried  over  into  the  church  unions  of 
1939  and  1968. 

In  1883  Dr.  Hinckley  G.  Mitchell 
began  teaching  Old  Testament  studies 
at  Boston  University  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  the  oldest  of  our  1 3  church-relat¬ 
ed  seminaries.  Having  studied  in 
Germany,  he  was  enthusiastic  about 
the  new  Wellhausen  School  of  biblical 
interpretation  including  the  documen¬ 
tary  hypothesis. 

Some  of  Mitchell’s  students 
brought  a  complaint  to  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity’s  president  and  board  of  trust¬ 
ees  that  his  teachings  were  heretical. 
This  began  more  than  20  years  of  con¬ 
troversy  over  academic  freedom. 

At  that  time  it  was  necessary  to  get 
the  approval  of  the  bishops  in  order 
to  continue  professors  at  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  theological  schools.  In  1 905, 
after  long  deliberation^,  the  bishops 
refused  to  confirm  Dr.  Mitchell’s  ap¬ 


pointment  and  he  was  “fired.” 

In  1912  the  bishops  were  relieved 
of  investigation  responsibility  con¬ 
cerning  theological  teachings  and 
after  1928  they  no  longer  had  to 
confirm  theological  faculty  mem¬ 
bers.  Boston  University’s  then-pres¬ 
ident,  Daniel  L.  Marsh,  then  said: 
“Our  school  of  theology  is  limited 
only  by  its  own  sense  of  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  freedom.” 

Let’s  remember  our  heritage! 

C.  Faith  Richardson 
Newtonville,  Massachusetts 
Editor’s  note:  Dr.  Richardson  is 
president  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  lo 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275, 
or  fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Titus  2:11) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  24 

Sunday:  Psalms  23 
Monday:  Acts  4:5-10 
Tuesday:  Acts  4:11-12 
Wednesday:  Acts  3:17-19 
Thursday:  1  John  3:16-17 
Friday:  1  John  3:18-24 
Saturday:  John  1 0: 1 1  - 1 8 


Evangelism  and 
Membership 

You  will  connect  with  members  and  constituents 
within  your  immediate  parish,  also  those  beyond 
your  immediate  geographical  limits,  with  a 
nationally  published  newspaper  with  you  as 
front  page  news! 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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CALL  FOR  UNITY:  A  call  for  unity  and 
“truth-telling”  within  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  been  issued  by  the  denomination’s 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns.  In  a  unanimous  state¬ 
ment,  members  voiced  deep  concern  about 
growing  disunity  and  charges  of  false  witness, 
particularly  in  reference  to  a  controversial  ecu¬ 
menical  event — the  “Re-Imagining”  Confer¬ 
ence.  The  November  1 993  event  was 
sponsored  by  the  U.S.  committee  of  the  “Ecu¬ 
menical  Decade:  Churches  in  Solidarity  with 
Women,”  a  World  Council  of  Churches  pro¬ 
gram  (see  Page  2  of  this  issue  for  the  state¬ 
ment’s  text). 


PARSONAGE  FIRE  FATAL:  Easter 

Sunday  services  at  Mount  Moriah  United 
Methodist  Church  near  Corinth,  Miss.,  includ¬ 
ed  a  remembrance  of  its  pastor,  the  Rev.  Saint 
Joseph  Richard,  45,  who  died  with  four  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  family  in  a  predawn  fire  in  the  par¬ 
sonage  that  morning.  The  fire,  caused  by  a 
candle  being  used  during  a  power  outage, 
killed  Mr.  Richard’s  wife,  Clara,  42;  their 
daughters,  Tonia,  19,  and  Mable,  12;  and  a 
nephew,  Durell  Nunnally,  12.  The  Richards’ 
son,  James,  11,;  and  their  nephew  and  niece, 
Hubert  Nunnally,  16,  and  Angela  Nunnally, 

10,  escaped  the  fire. 

'GLOBAL  AWARENESS':  United 

Methodist  Bishop  for  Northern  Europe,  Hans 
Vaxby,  has  asked  the  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  to 
“build  up  a  global  awareness”  in  the  course  of 
its  work.  Bishop  Vaxby,  a  commission  mem¬ 
ber — said  during  the  April  7-10  meeting  in  At¬ 
lanta  that  he  realizes  the  group  cannot  keep 
track  of  all  worldwide  ecumenical  efforts,  but 
hopes  for  improved  relations  with  Central 
Conferences,  which  represent  United  Method¬ 
ists  outside  the  United  States.  The  bishop  rep¬ 
resents  about  35,000  United  Methodists  in 
annual  conferences  in  Denmark,  Norway,  Swe¬ 
den,  Estonia-Latvia  and  Finland  (both  Swedish 
and  Finnish). 


Chunnelling  for  charity 


A  jubilant  Methodist  clergyman,  the  Rev.  Mi¬ 
chael  Begg,  emerges  from  the  channel  tunnel 
connecting  France  and  England  after  a  suc¬ 
cessful  31 -mile  walk  for  charity.  Mr.  Begg 
who  made  the  walk  to  raise  $30, (MM)  for  water 
projects  in  Zimbabwe,  Somalia  and  Mali,  said 
“It  was  an  exciting  day,  but  the  scenery  got  a 
bit  grim."  He  compared  the  distance  to  that 
which  many  African  women  regularly  travel 
weekly  to  find  water. 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas — The  Rev.  joan  Brown  Campbell,  head 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA,  was 
recently  optimistic  on  the  present  and  future  of  ecumenism. 
“The  ecumenical  movement,"  said  Ms.  Campbell,  "will  survive 
if  more  people  like  Billy  Graham  guide  its  future." 


Appeal  may  be  sought 
in  sexual  assault  case 


Religious  News  Service 

DENVER — A  ruling  which 
awarded  a  Colorado  woman 
more  than  $700,000  in  a  recent 
civil  suit  may  be  appealed,  says 
the  Rev.  Ed  Paup,‘  assistant  to 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Mary 
Ann  Swenson  (Denver  Area). 

Christy  Bohrer,  23,  was  award¬ 
ed  damages  in  the  suit  brought 
against  a  former  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  who  pressured  her 
into  a  sexual  relationship  that  be¬ 
gan  when  she  was  12  years  old. 

Daniel  DeHart,  39,  who  was  a 
youth  minister  at  the  Greeley, 
Colo.,  First  United  Methodist 
Church  at  the  time,  pleaded 
guilty  last  May  to  two  charges  of 
sexual  assault  of  a  minor.  He  was 
sentenced  to  six  years  probation 
and  16  months  of  work  release. 
He  is  serving  nights  in  jail. 

The  Greeley  congregation  was 
assessed  $37,500.  The  jury  found 
that  the  church  was  negligent  in 
the  hiring  and  supervision  of  Mr. 
DeHart  and  had  breached  its  Fi¬ 
duciary  duty  with  Ms.  Bohrer,  a 
church  member. 

The  conference  was  assessed 
$300,000.  Jurors  found  that  the 
conference  breached  its  fiduciary 
duty  to  Ms.  Bohrer. 

The  ruling  in  Denver  District 
Court  was  the  second  sexual  mis- 


Damages  were 
awarded  in  a  suit 
brought  against  a 
former  minister  who 
plead  guilty  to  two 
charges  of  sexual 
assault  of  a  minor. 

conduct  verdict  this  year  against 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference. 

In  January  a  jury  awarded 
more  than  $163,000  to  Dianne 
Winkler,  an  Aurora,  Colo.,  wom¬ 
an  who  sued  the  Rev.  Glenn 
Chambers  for  sexual  harassment. 

Mr.  Paup  said  conference  offi¬ 
cials  are  limited  in  what  they  are 
able  to  say  about  the  case  be¬ 
cause  of  the  possible  appeal. 

He  did  maintain,  however,  that 
the  conference  was  not  guilty  of 
negligence  in  its  supervision  of 
Mr.  DeHart  and  that  there  was  no 
attempt  by  the  conference  to  cover 
up  the  the  situation. 

“We  do  not  condone  the  kind 
of  behavior,”  he  continued,  “that 
is  harmful  to  people.” 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Confer¬ 
ence  has  instituted  a  conference- 
wide  training  program  designed 
to  elminiate  or  drastically  reduce 
such  situations,  he  said. 


National  ecumenical  leader 
commends  Graham  model 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— The 
nation’s  number  one  professional 
ecumenist  made  a  prediction  last 
week  which  her  lecture  audience 
at  Texas  Christian  University 
could  hardly  have  expected. 

“The  ecumenical  movement,” 
said  the  Rev.  Joan  Brown  Camp¬ 
bell,  “will  survive  if  more  people 
like  Billy  Graham  guide  its  future.” 

No,  the  chief  executive  of  the 
National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA 
was  not  proposing  or  predicting  a 
“sellout”  to  so-called  evangeli¬ 
cals  like  Mr.  Graham. 

Rather  she  was  speaking  in  the 
context  of  his  historic  visit  to 
NCC  offices  in  August  1991, 
soon  after  she  took  the  council’s 
highest  office. 

Billy  Graham's  visit 

“I  asked  Billy  Graham  why  he 
had  decided  to  visit  the  National 
Council.  He  answered,  ‘I  don’t 
want  to  go  to  my  Lord  without 
having  visited  here.’ 

“He  thanked  the  National 
Council  for  the  integrity  of  its 
ministry,”  she  went  on.  “And  he 
expressed  special  appreciation 
for  the  life  of  Jesse  Bader  [a  Dis¬ 
ciples  of  Christ  minister  who  led 


the  council’s  evangelism  section 
for  many  years].  Mr.  Graham 
said  Jesse  Bader  helped  convert 
him  to  ecumenism. 

“Billy  Graham  also  in  my  of¬ 
fice  quoted  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  decree  on  ecumenism, 
with  emphasis  on  its  recognition 
of ‘interior  conversion.’  ” 

Ms.  Campbell  was  speaking  at 
TCU  as  the  annual  lecturer  in 
Brite  Divinity  School’s  series  on 
Disciples  heritage.  She  is  an  or¬ 
dained  elder  with  standing  in 
both  the  Christian  Church  (Dis¬ 
ciples  of  Christ)  and  American 
Baptist  Churches. 

'Whither'  not  'whether' 

Her  topic,  “Whither  Ecume¬ 
nism:  Claiming  the  High  Call¬ 
ing,"  had  been  mislabeled  in  a 
campus  publication  as  “Whether 
. . She  confided  that,  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  fact,  she  is  more  often 
asked  about  the  latter  than  about 
the  former. 

But  the  “whither”  assignment 
led  to  her  comment  about  Mr. 
Graham  and  other  facets  of  the 
American  ecumenical  landscape  as 
she  sees  them.  Among  her  points: 
Among  her  points: 

■  “The  typical  church  member 
lives  ecumenically  in  neighbor¬ 
hoods,  in  the  workplace,  mili¬ 
tary,  marriage  and  family  life.” 


■  “A  child’s  baptism  can  be¬ 
come  an  ecumenical  experience 
through  the  grandparents  and 
Godparents,  frequently  coming 
from  different  religious  faiths 
and  backgrounds.” 

■  “One  church  historian  says 
that  ecumenism  is  one  of  the  great 
movements  in  the  history  of  the 
Christian  church,  taking  its  place 
alongside  the  monastic  movement 
and  the  Reformation.” 

■  "Local  congregations  are  be¬ 
coming  stronger  while  denomi¬ 
nations  are  struggling  . . .  This 
creates  new  roles  for  denomina¬ 
tions  as  they  seek  new  partner¬ 
ships  with  congregations. 

This  may  be  our  door  to  a  new 
understanding  of  what  it  means 
to  be  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

There  is  no  way  to  turn  back;  in 
fact,  there  is  no  will  to  turn  back. 

■  “Seminaries  need  new  ways 
to  teach  ecumenism.  Anyone  who 
has  heard  a  child  scream  ‘That’s 
mine!’  knows  we’re  not  bom  ecu¬ 
menically.  It  has  to  be  taught.” 

With  that  personal  witness  from 
a  grandmother  of  five  who  said 
she  hadn’t  even  heard  the  word 
ecumenism  until  she  was  in  her 
20s,  she  stepped  down  from  the 
pulpit  and  joined  her  audience  in 
lunch  at  the  nearby  student  center. 
She  seemed  right  at  home. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

Russian  UMs  feed  the  hungry 

EKATERINBURG,  Russia— United  Methodists  in  this  industrial  city  in  the  Ural  Mountains 
feed  dozens  of  hungry  Russians  every  day  through  two  soup  kitchens  operated  by  the 
church.  Sights  like  this  recently  greeted  several  Louisiana  United  Methodists  who  traveled 
to  Russia  to  visit  firsthand  the  congregations  and  mission  projects  supported  by  the  annual 
conference. 


UM  group  calls  church  to  'historic  faith'  and  accountability 

Another  concern  of  the  Atlanta  group,  said 
Bishop  Richard  C.  Looney  of  Macon,  Ga.,  is  "how 
we  hold  ourselves  accountable  for  what  we've 
already  decided  in  the  Discipline  (United  Methodist 
law).  We  work  hard  at  coming  to  positions  we  feel 
good  about,  and  then  people  go  their  own  route." 


Reporter 

Snapshot 


How  you  can  help 

Rwanda 

As  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
people  flee  the  violence  and 
chaos  in  Rwanda,  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  is  focusing  on  refugee 
assistance.  Refugee  aid  will 
be  centered  in  Nairobi,  Kenya. 
From  that  location,  food  aid 
for  refugees  will  be  procured 
and  delivered. 

In  addition,  UMCOR  is  currently 
arranging  a  shipment  of  food 
for  Uvira,  Zaire. 


Donations  for  refugees 
may  be  made  through  local 
United  Methodist  churches 
and  designated  for  Advance 
#110265-1  Rwanda. 

UMR  GRAPHIC 


By  ALICE  M.  SMITH 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA — An  ad  hoc  group  of 
nearly  100  self-described  “tradi¬ 
tionalist”  and  “moderate”  United 
Methodists  mounted  an  aggressive 
movement  recently  to  halt  what 
they  said  they  feel  is  a  liberal  trend 
that  could  split  the  denomination. 

“We’re  calling  the  church  to  re¬ 
new  itself  through  adherence  to  the 
standard  teachings  of  Christianity 
and  the  basic  doctrines  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,”  said  retired 
Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  of  At¬ 
lanta,  one  of  three  organizers  of  the 
meeting. 

Other  organizers  were  the  Rev. 
Maxie  Dunnam,  pastor  of  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Mem¬ 
phis  and  president-elect  of  Asbury 
Theology  in  Wilmore,  Ky.,  and  the 
Rev.  Thomas  C.  Oden,  professor  of 
theology  at  Drew  Theological 
School  in  Madison,  N.J. 

The  92  participants,  who  came 
on  an  invitation-only  basis  from  a 
list  drawn  up  by  the  three  organiz¬ 
ers,  included  bishops,  seminary  pro¬ 
fessors,  pastors,  some  members  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council  and 
prominent  laity  from  all  five  U.S. 
geographical  jurisdictions  of  the 
church. 

Call  for  'historic  faith' 

They  issued  a  statement,  called 
“An  Invitation  to  the  Church,” 


which  says,  in  part,  that  only  by  re¬ 
covering  a  biblically  based  historic 
faith  that  emphasizes  the  centrality 
of  Christ  can  the  church  “avoid 
schism  and  prevent  mass  exodus.” 

Planners  say  they  plan  to  go  be¬ 
yond  written  documents  to  plan¬ 
ning  and  implementing  a 
grass-roots  strategy  to  affect  the 
church  directly. 

Dr.  Dunnam  told  the  Reporter 
that  a  steering  committee  is  being 
established  “which  will  be  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  three  of  us  who  initi¬ 
ated  the  meeting.” 

Follow-up,  he  added,  probably 
will  include  additional  meetings. 

“And,”  he  said,  “before  it  is  over, 
issues  coming  before  the  1 996  Gen- 
eral  Conference  will  be  consid¬ 
ered.” 

Dr.  Oden,  decrying  what  he 
termed  “already  a  profound  divi¬ 
sion"  in  the  church,  said  members 
of  the  Atlanta  gathering  want  to  “go 
beyond  divisions.” 

The  group  wants  to  develop  a 
broad  coalition  of  “traditionalists 
and  centrists  who  are  unwilling  to 


see  the  confession  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
Lord  and  Savior  become  neglected 
in  our  Christian  teaching,”  Dr. 
Oden  said  during  a  press  conference 
after  the  meeting. 

The  statement  contains  strong 
language  about  what  the  group  per¬ 
ceives  as  a  crisis  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  “peril  of 
abandoning  the  Christian  faith.” 

Although  the  document  does  not 
refer  to  a  specific  example,  both 
Dr.  Dunnam  and  Dr.  Oden  referred 
in  the  press  conference  to  recent 
controversy  surrounding  a  "Re- 
Imagining”  conference. 

That  November  1993  event  on 
women  and  theology,  where  prayers 
were  offered  to  “Sophia”  (translat¬ 
ed  in  biblical  Greek  as  “wisdom”) 
has  touched  off  wide  debate  about 
feminist  Christian  theology. 

Seeking  accountability 

Another  concern  of  the  Atlanta 
group,  said  Bishop  Richard  C.  Loo¬ 
ney  of  Macon,  Ga.,  is  “how  we  hold 
ourselves  accountable  for  what 
we’ve  already  decided  in  the  Disci¬ 


pline  (United  Methodist  law).  We 
work  hard  at  coming  to  positions 
we  feel  good  about,  and  then  people 
go  their  own  route.” 

One  example,  he  said,  is  the  ho¬ 
mosexuality  issue  in  the  church.  Al¬ 
though  the  Discipline  prohibits 
ordination  of  “self-avowed  practic¬ 
ing  homosexuals,”  the  ban  and  its 
implementation  are  widely  debated. 
Bishop  Looney  pointed  out. 

Organizers  of  the  conference 
called  on  the  United  Methodist 
worldwide  Council  of  Bishops  to 
exert  more  strongly  its  “teaching 
authority”  in  the  areas  of  faith  and 
theological  issues. 

In  addition  to  Bishops  Looney 
and  Cannon,  four  other  bishops  at¬ 
tended  the  meeting:  Mack  B. 
Stokes,  retired,  of  Atlanta;  Earl  G. 
Hunt,  retired,  of  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.C.;  Felton  M.  May  of  Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  and  William  Morris  of  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Ala. 

The  statement  produced  in  Atlan¬ 
ta  will  be  distributed  first  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  to  the  church’s 
general  agencies  and  then  to  the 
church  at  large.  United  Methodists 
across  the  church  will  be  invited  to 
sign  it. 

Some  participants  here  were  pres¬ 
ent  at  two  earlier  meetings  of  which 
Bishop  Cannon  and  Dr.  Dunnam 
were  a  part — the  Houston  and  Mem¬ 
phis  declarations  issued  prior  to  the 
1988  and  1 992  General  Conferences, 


respectively.  Leaders  of  the  Atlanta 
gathering  deny  that  theirs  is  a  follow¬ 
up  to  those  actions,  however. 

Participants  at  the  Atlanta  sessions 
heard  five  papers,  then  broke  into 
discussion  groups.  Ten  men,  includ¬ 
ing  Dr.  Oden,  drafted  the  first  re¬ 
sponse  statement  subsequently 
perfected  in  plenary  session. 


NEUMANN 

COLLEGE 

The  Graduate  Program  in  Pastoral 
Counseling  offers  options  for  the  stu¬ 
dent  looking  for  specialized  educa¬ 
tion  in  Pastoral  Counseling  and/or 
Spiritual  Direction.  Neumann  offers: 

•  M.S.  in  Pastoral  Counseling 

•  Certificate  in  Spiritual  Direction 

•  Certificate  in  Pastoral  Counseling 

For  more  information 
call  (610)  558-5616 

Or  return  below  to: 

Neumann  College,  Admissions,  Aston,  PA  19014 
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Q  M.S.  in  Pastoral  Counseling 
Q  Certificate  in  Spiritual  Direction 
Q  Certificate  in  Pastoral  Counseling 
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MISSING  PERSONS:  If  you  worked  for 

a  United  Methodist  general  church  agency  be¬ 
fore  1985,  you  may  be  one  of  some  250  people 
the  church’s  General  Board  of  Pension  and 
Health  Benefits  is  trying  to  locate.  Each  person 
is  vested  to  receive  a  retirement  benefit,  but 
the  board  has  lost  contact  with  them.  Anyone 
fitting  that  description  or  knowing  someone 
who  does  should  call  1-800-851-4401.  A  list  of 
all  persons  being  sought  is  available  from  the 
board  at  1201  Davis  Street,  Evanston,  IL 
60201. 

SPIRITUAL  RETREAT:  Retired  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job  and  Weav¬ 
ings  Editor  John  S.  Mogabgab  will  lead  a  spiri¬ 
tual  retreat  at  the  Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in 
Nashville  May  26-29.  The  $250  cost  includes 
meals.  A  Scarritt-Bennett  announcement  said 
the  retreat  is  designed  for  all  who  seek  to  deep¬ 
en  their  life  with  God  so  that  God’s  vision  for 
the  world  more  fully  informs  their  life. 

FAITH  AND  FINE  ARTS:  A  new  quar¬ 
terly  magazine  that  focuses  on  Christian  ex¬ 
pressions  in  fine  arts  in  the  Midwest  debuted 
recently  in  Chicago.  Christianity  and  the  Arts 
explores  diverse  expressions  in  Catholic,  Prot¬ 
estant  and  Orthodox  faiths,  said  publisher  and 
editor  Marci  Whitney-Schenck.  The  publica¬ 
tion’s  editorial  advisory  board  includes  the 
Rev.  Gerald  Forshey,  a  clergy  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Northern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference  and  a  longtime  contributor  to  The 
Christian  Century  on  religion,  media  and  arts. 

JOINT  PROPOSAL:  A  bit  of  United 

Methodist  history  was  made  recently  in  Myrtle 
Beach,  S.C.,  when  governing  members  of  the 
divisions  of  ordained  ministry  and  of  diaconal 
ministry  met  together.  Both  divisions  consid¬ 
ered  a  proposal  dealing  primarily  with  an  ex¬ 
ploration  of  the  call  to  the  ministry.  The 
proposal  includes  working  with  a  vocational 
and  spiritual  guide  to  "bring  the  individual  to 
a  decision  point  regarding  diaconal,  ordained, 
or  general  (lay)  ministry.”  A  task  force  on  the 
proposal  is  scheduled  to  meet  again  in  the  fall. 


PROFITS  DOWN:  Severe  winter  weath¬ 
er  and  a  string  of  natural  disasters  were  partly 
to  blame  for  reduced  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  sales  during  the  six  months  end¬ 
ing  Jan.  31,  according  to  President  and 
Publisher  Robert  K.  Eeaster.  TotaLzexenues 
for  the  period  of  almost  $48.3  million,  repre¬ 
sent  a  fall  of  about  $2  million  (4  percent)  be¬ 
low  budget  projections.  Dr.  Feaster  told  the 
Board  of  Publication  at  its  April  8-9  meeting 
in  Houston.  Revenues  stayed  virtually  even 
with  the  same  period  of  the  previous  fiscal 
year,  he  said. 

PRAYER  RESPONSE:  An  “overwhelm¬ 
ing  number”  of  United  Methodists  in  the  Wyo¬ 
ming  and  Troy  annual  conferences  are  praying 
daily  for  the  renewal  of  the  church.  Their 
prayers  are  in  response  to  a  January  invitation 
by  their  episcopal  leader.  Bishop  William  Boyd 
Grove  (Albany,  N.Y.,  Area).  “I  believe  that 
prayer  changes  things.  In  fact,  our  father  John 
Wesley  once  said  that  God  does  nothing  ex¬ 
cept  in  response  to  prayer,”  the  bishop  said  in 
a  taped  message  to  all  congregations  played  on 
the  first  Sunday  of  1994.  Bishop’s  office  staff 
said  covenant  responses  have  come  from  all 
districts  in  both  conferences,  from  laity  and 
clergy,  from  people  of  all  ages  and  churches  of 
all  sizes. 


Faith  at  work 
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Speaker:  faith  groups  must  live  together 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

PROVIDENCE,  R. I  — Chris¬ 
tians  must  overcome  their  anger 
and  fear  toward  people  of  non- 
Christian  faiths  so  that  all  can 
live  together  in  an  increasingly 
multicultural  America. 

That  interfaith  message  came 
to  the  National  Workshop  on 
Christian  Unity  last  from  United 
Methodist  laywoman  Diana  Eck, 
professor  of  comparative  reli¬ 
gions  at  Harvard  University  in 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Dr.  Eck,  who  is  active  in  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  not¬ 
ed  that  the  presence  of  4-million 
to  6  million  Muslims,  some  2 
million  Hindus  and  an  equal 
number  of  Buddhists  in  America 
has  lent  a  multireligious  patina 
to  U.S.  society. 

'Many  faiths  will  co-exist' 

That  reality  holds  out  a  future 
in  which  the  religious  institu¬ 


tions  and  values  of  these  new  im¬ 
migrant  groups — most  of  which 
have  come  here  since  immigra¬ 
tion  laws  were  relaxed  in  1965 — 
will  have  to  co-exist  alongside 
those  of  the  Judeo-Christian  tra¬ 
dition,  Dr.  Eck  said. 

Dr.  Eck  urged  Christian  ecu¬ 
menists  in  develop  “a  real,  oper¬ 
ative,  interfaith  infrastructure” 
to  meet  the  challenges  and  op¬ 
portunities  which  new  religions 
bring  to  local  communities. 

No  one  knows  how  many 

No  one  really  knows  how  many 
followers  these  faiths  have  in 
America  or  how  many  places  of 
worship  are  in  use  by  them,  said 
Dr.  Eck,  who  has  a  three-year 
grant  from  the  Lilly  Endowment 
to  research  religious  pluralism  and 
recently  was  named  a  Luce  Fellow 
for  similar  study. 

While  the  1990  census  reveals 
the  tremendous  scope  of  ethnic 
change  in  our  society,  it  tells  us 


little  about  its  religious  dimen¬ 
sions  or  its  religious  significance, 
she  said. 

However,  in  their  grant-funded 
research  Dr.  Eck’s  students  have 
discovered  a  vast  number  of  tem¬ 
ples,  schools,  ashrams,  Zen  and 
meditation  centers  right  in  their 
own  backyards.  They  anticipate 
compiling  a  data  base  listing 
names  and  locations  of  1,500  Bud¬ 
dhist  centers,  1,100  mosques  and 
800  Hindu  temples. 

Take  Houston  for  example: 

■  60,000  Muslims,  two  dozen 
mosques; 

■  50,000  Buddhists,  more 
than  25  temples; 

■  40,000  Hindus,  14  temples. 

Recent  acts  of  violence  and 

vandalism  against  non-Christian 
Asian,  African  and  Middle  East¬ 
ern  faiths  make  it  even  more  ur¬ 
gent  for  Christians  to  know  their 
non-Christian  neighbors  and  to 
be  known  by  them.  Dr.  Eck  as¬ 
serted. 


Diana  Eck 

. . .  U.S.  faith  profile  changing 

She  cited  a  major  missed  op¬ 
portunity  for  such  interchange 
which  occurred  last  summer. 


when  few  Christian  denomina¬ 
tions  sent  delegates  to  the  Second 
Parliament  of  World  Religions  in 
Chicago. 

[United  Methodists,  however, 
were  among  the  few  Christian  de¬ 
nominations  officially  represented. 
Delegates  and  participants  includ¬ 
ed  staff  members  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns,  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  the  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois  Annual  Conference  and  in¬ 
dividual  United  Methodists.] 

Major  Asian  religions,  on  the 
other  hand,  flew  in  their  top  per¬ 
sonages,  Dr.  Eck  noted.  Had 
Christian  churches  equalled  the 
status  of  those  Asian  representa¬ 
tives,  they  would  have  needed  to 
send  Pope  John  Paul  II,  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and 
the  presiding  bishops  of  the  ma¬ 
jor  Protestant  churches. 

Ms.  LeFevere  is  a  free-lance  writ¬ 
er  in  New  lersey  and  a  frequent 
contributor  to  the  Reporter. 


Mission  project  recycles  cans,  paper  and  people 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Editor 

GULFPORT,  Miss.— At  Gulf 
Coast  Recycling,  the  bales  of  re- 
cyled  paper  and  the  barrels  of 
aluminum  cans  are  obvious. 

What  isn’t  obvious  are  the  re¬ 
cycled  people  who  work  there. 

In  fact,  the  whole  program  is 
recycled. 

The  energetic  five-year-old  recy¬ 
cling  program  is  the  visible  re¬ 
mains  of  LAOS,  Inc.,  which  began 
in  1963  in  Jackson,  Miss. — four 
hours’  drive  north — as  a  justice 
agency.  A  few  years  later  LAOS  re¬ 
located  to  Washington,  where  it 
thrived  as  a  national  education 
and  action  agency  until  civil-rights 
rollbacks  of  the  mid-1980s. 

By  1988  it  was  back  at  its  Mis¬ 
sissippi  roots,  regenerated  region¬ 
ally  under  a  United  Methodist,  the 
Rev.  Penny  Penrose,  in  the  com¬ 


petitive  world  of  recycling. 

Steering  visitors  through  the 
8,000-square-foot  facility,  she  ad¬ 
mits  that  it  doesn’t  look  like  a  tra¬ 
ditional  church  mission  program. 

Serving  three  southern  Missis¬ 
sippi  coastal  counties,  it  collects, 
recycles  and  sells  aluminum, 
newspapers,  cardboard,  white  led¬ 
ger,  bond  and  computer  paper, 
glass  and  high-grade  plastics. 

What  about  people? 

But  what  about  recycling  peo¬ 
ple? 

At  the  end  of  1993,  Gulf  Coast 
Recycling  had  21  employees — 
many  chronically  unemployed  or 
formerly  incarcerated,  Ms.  Pen¬ 
rose  said. 

“We  provide  a  supportive  en¬ 
vironment  and  teach  them  mar¬ 
ketable  skills,”  she  says. 

It  worked  so  well — at  one  time 
there  were  seven  welfare  mothers 


on  the  payroll — that  by  1992 
Gulf  Coast  Recycling  was  into  its 
“second-generation”  employees. 

The  lowest-paid  person  makes 
just  over  minimum  wage.  Direc¬ 
tor  Penrose  says  it  means  a  lot 
for  a  person  to  say  he  or  she 
“makes  over  minimum.” 

When  Gulf  Coast  Recycling 
becomes  finally  self-supporting, 
she  says,  it  will  also  become  em¬ 
ployee-owned. 

Meanwhile  each  employee  has 
a  share  in  deciding  such  things  as 
what  equipment  to  buy. 

"One  way  to  empowerment  is  to 
let  people  leant  by  their  mistakes,” 
says  the  director.  She  gives  a  lot  of 
credit  to  Manager  Kay  Hoffman, 
who  says  she  left  a  Washington- 


based  career  with  National  Geo¬ 
graphic  “because  1  wanted  to  work 
outside  with  people.” 

“I’ve  watched  Kay  reward  poor 
decisions  because  they  dared  to 
make  a  decision,”  says  Ms.  Pen¬ 
rose. 

1,200  pounds  a  day 

The  program’s  rudiments  are 
fairly  obvious.  For  curbside  pick¬ 
ups,  two-person  crews  on  special¬ 
ly  designed,  recycled  (what  else?) 
$30,000  flat-bed  trucks  can  gath¬ 
er  and  sort  up  to  1,200  pounds  of 
material  per  day. 

Other  crews  collect  material  at 
colorful  countywide  drop-off  cen¬ 
ters. 

Still  other  crews,  authorized  un¬ 


der  contracts  Gulf  Coast  Recy¬ 
cling  initiated,  collect  high-grade 
paper  from  some  1 50  business  and 
military  offices  in  the  area. 

It  adds  up.  In  1993,  for  in¬ 
stance,  Gulf  Coast  Recycling  col¬ 
lected: 

/  476,000  pounds  of  white 
ledger  paper, 

✓  757,000  pounds  of  newspa¬ 
pers, 

S  126,000  pounds  of  alumi¬ 
num  cans, 

/  94,000  pounds  of  clear  glass, 

/  127,000  pounds  of  colored 
glass  and  7,000  pounds  of  auto 
batteries. 

All  recycled.  All  sold  for  in¬ 
come.  All  produced  jobs. 


On  the  Read  with  the  General  Beard  of  Global  Ministries 

Missions  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 


I  Mississippi^  #4 

,  Gulfport,  Miss. 


Mobile?  Pensacola, 
(Ala.  Fla.  . 


Alabama 

Florida 


Gulf  of  Mexico 


Reporter  Editor  John  A.  Lovelace  recently 
returned  from  a  tour  of  United  Methodist 
ministries  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The 
map  above  identifies  cities  where  these 
ministries  are  located.  All  are  related  to 
the  church's  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 
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GULFPORT  Miss _ The  Rev.  Penny  Penrose  admits  that  Gulf  Coast  Recycling  doesn  t  look  like  a 

typical  church  mission.  But  this  United  Methodist  minister  says  she  loves  this  ministry  "where 
the  church  flows  into  the  community  and  vice  versa."  Working  with  her  in  the  paper  recycling 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports  _ ™ 

'Kids  Killing  Kids'  centerpiece  of 
TV  networks'  anti-violence  week 


By  TOM  McANALLY 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

CBS  and  Fox  TV  networks  have 
joined  with  a  broad  range  of  nation¬ 
al  organizations  to  sponsor  a  week 
of  anti-violence  activities  April  25- 
May  1. 

“Kids  Killing  Kids,”  a  one-hour 
program  with  no  commercial  inter¬ 
ruptions,  will  be  the  centerpiece  for 
the  week.  To  be  broadcast  simulta¬ 
neously  on  both  networks  April  26 
(8  p.m.  ET),  the  program  will  focus 
on  youth  violence  and  its  preven¬ 
tion. 

Organizations  behind  the  week- 
long  effort  include  major  education¬ 
al  and  religious  groups,  as  well  as 
police,  business,  labor,  civil  rights, 
sports,  media  and  service  organiza¬ 
tions. 

UM  agency  urges  support 

The  staff  of  United  Methodism’s 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  based 
in  Washington,  and  the  executive 
committee  of  United  Methodist 
Communications,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
have  endorsed  the  effort  and  have 
encouraged  church  members  to  sup¬ 
port  it. 

The  U.S.  Conference  of  Mayors, 


the  primary  group  behind  the  move¬ 
ment,  has  provided  handbooks  to 
mayors  to  help  them  plan  the  week’s 
activities.  “The  week  offers  an  excel¬ 
lent  opportunity  to  focus  local  re¬ 
sources  and  media  attention  on  the 
problem  of  youth  violence  and  on  lo¬ 
cal  efforts  to  combat  it,”  said  Jerry 
Abramson,  mayor  of  Louisville  and 
president  of  the  mayors’  group. 

Schedule  for  the  week: 

■  Monday,  April  25— Physicians 
on  Violence; 

■  Tuesday,  April  26 — Families 
Talk  About  Violence,  “Kids  Killing 
Kids”  telecast,  8  p.m.  (ET); 

■  Wednesday,  April  27 — Focus 
on  Schools:  Listening  to  Kids; 

■  Thursday,  April  28 — Violence 
and  the  Law:  Enforcement  and  Pre¬ 
vention; 

■  Friday,  April  29 — Heroes; 

■  Saturday  and  Sunday,  April  30- 
May  1 — Prayers  for  Non-violence. 

The  opening  night  will  focus  on 
the  medical  and  public-health  as¬ 
pects  of  gun  violence,  especially  the 
impact  on  medical  resources,  indi¬ 
vidual  health  and  the  cost  of  gun  in¬ 
juries. 

Through  schools,  students  are  be¬ 
ing  urged  to  view  the  TV  program 
with  their  families  as  a  “homework” 


assignment.  Newspapers  have  been 
asked  to  publish  a  “Family  Viewing 
Guide”  that  includes  questions  and 
topics  for  parents  to  discuss  with 
their  children  after  viewing  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

Discussion  in  schools 

The  midweek  event  April  27  will 
be  discussion  in  schools  of  the  TV 
program  and  the  issues  it  raises. 
Available  to  teachers  are  guides  to 
help  structure  classes  and  other  ac¬ 
tivities.  Recommended  theme  of 
the  day  is  “Listening  to  Kids.” 

Police,  prosecutors  and  other 
criminal  justice  officials,  as  well  as 
lawyers  and  bar  associations,  are 
being  encouraged  to  jump  into  the 
process  April  28.  The  recommend¬ 
ed  focus  would  be  on  legal  issues  re¬ 
lated  to  gun  violence. 

Individuals  and  programs  doing 
outstanding  work  on  youth  vio¬ 
lence,  crime  prevention  and  youth 
services  would  be  honored  on  “He¬ 
roes”  day  April  29. 

Religious  leaders  and  institutions 
are  being  encouraged  to  speak  out 
and  participate  through  sermons, 
prayer  services,  issue  forums,  com¬ 
munity  projects  and  service  pro¬ 
grams  April  30-May  1. 


CLASSIFIED 


rES*  SI. 35  per  word,  figure  or  mitral  per  rn- 

ion.  S27.0O  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
ds.  Blind  ads  S20.00  plus  add  S 1 0.80  for  the  8 
ds  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
H  accompany  order  except  on  contract  adver- 
igor  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 


NTED  DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH  MUSIC 
2900-mcmbcr  church  with  lar$c  active  music 
>ram.  Strong  choral  and  directing  background 
i  experience  in  both  traditional  and  contcm- 
iry.  Salary  commensurate  with  skills  and  ex- 
ence.  Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
irch.  Attn:  Music  Search  Committee.  PO 
539,  Stuart.  FL  34995.  Deadline:  May  20. 


ST  UMC.  BEEVILLE.  TEXAS  is  seeking  a 

time  Director  of  Christian  Education.  Rc- 
nsibilitics  include  full  range  of  C.E.  work.  Job 
-riptions  and  compensation  information  arc 
liable  from:  First  UMC.  1 06  E.  Cleveland, 
ville.  TX  78102.  (512)  358-3350.  Attn:  Jarrell 


•JFERENCE  NEWSPAPER  EDITOR.  Three 

;  per  week.  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
fomia-Pacific  Annual  Conference  has  an 
ling  for  a  newspaper  editor.  Bi-wcckly  circu- 
in  is  8.000.  This  position  offers  an  opportum- 
o  take  an  outstanding  newspaper  in  a  new 
ction.  You  will  be  interpreting  events  for  over 
churches  and  1 20.000  members  in  Southern 
fomia.  Hawaii  and  Guam.  Position  requires 
lelor’s  degree.  Clear  understanding  of  United 
hodist  beliefs  and  structure  very  important. 
>t  have  five  years  experience  in  newspaper 
ing  and  editing.  Should  be  familiar  with  lay- 
production  and  photography.  Must  provide 
i  transportation.  Will  also  supervise  circula- 
i  management,  budget  and  promotion  opera- 
is.  Salary  plus  benefits.  Closing  date  for 
living  application  5/15.  Start  date  6/15.  Send 
ime  to.  Rev.  Fred  Overby,  Search  Committee 
lirperson.  United  Methodist  Center.  P.O.  Box 
6,  Pasadena.  CA  91102.  An  equal  opportum- 
mploycr. 


.-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  position 
ble  immediately.  2100-mcmbcr  church  lo¬ 
in  growing  community.  Salary  negotiable 
xpcricnce.  Position  will  be  filled  by  begin- 
>f  June.  (713)  487-8787.  First  UMC.  1062 
ont  Parkway.  Pasadena.  TX  77504. 


L-TIME  SUMMER  ASSISTANT  to  the  Di- 

r  of  Youth  Ministries.  Individual  must  be  21 
of  age  or  older.  Send  resume  to:  Don  Kcna- 
Di rector  of  Youth  Ministries.  Kingwood 
:d  Methodist  Church,  1799  Woodland  Hills 
Kingwood,  TX  77339. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries  for  1 200-mcmbcr  congregation  near  Dallas. 
Seeking  individual  with  experience,  leadership, 
organization,  vital  faith,  and  a  heart  for  youth. 
Salary  negotiable.  Resume  by  May  *.  to:  First 
UMC  Rockwall,  Box  158,  Rockwall,  TX  75087. 
Attn:  Emilie  Sasser 


ST.  JOHN'S  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

is  searching  for  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth  and 
Young  Adult  Ministries.  Church  is  located  in 
Central  Florida  with  a  membership  of  1 500.  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  The  Reverend 
George  A.  Buie,  1800  Cypress  Gardens  Boule¬ 
vard.  S.E.,  Winter  Haven.  FL  33884- 


SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Chris- 

tian  Education  and  Youth  Ministries  for  670- 
member  church.  Send  resumes  to:  Charles  R. 
Tanner.  P.O.  Box  505.  Dayton.  TX  77535 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  1200- 

member  church  in  university  town  looking  for  a 
charismatic,  energetic,  organized  person  to  give 
direction  to  thriving  youth  program  involving 
1 20  youth.  College  degree  preferred  and  experi¬ 
ence  working  with  youth  a  requirement.  Salary 
commensurate  with  experience.  Send  resume 
with  references  to:  Dr.  Jerry  Jeffords,  503  Maple 
St..  Murray.  KY  4207 1 .  Deadline  May  1 5 


MCCURDY  SCHOOL.  AN  AFFIRMATIVE  ac- 

tion/cqual  employment  opportunity  employer, 
annouhees  an  opening  for  school  chaplain/rcli- 
gion  teacher  for  the  1994-1995  school  year. 
Please  send  letter  of  interest  and  resume  to: 
William  A.  Davis.  Superintendent,  McCurdy 
School.  P.O.  Box  127,  Espanola.  NM  87532. 
Telephone  (505)  753-7221;  Fax  (505)  753-7830. 
Deadline  to  apply  is  April  29.  1 994. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/Organist 

position,  Trinity-First  UMC,  810  N.  Oregon,  El 
Paso.  TX  79902.  (915)  533-2674.  1500-member 
congregation.  Requires  formal  organ/choral 
training,  advanced  degree  in  organ  performance 
and  choral  conduction.  Graded  choral  and  hand¬ 
bell  program.  35  rank.  3  manual.  Mollcr.  Salary 
and  benefits  commensurate  with  experience.  Rc- 
sume/rcfcrenccs  to:  Rev.  Charles  Crutchfield  at 
above  address. 


DEAF  MINISTRY  SPIRITUAL  FORMATION 
Director.  Seeking  ordained,  diaconal  or  Christian 
lay  person  proficient  in  ASL  and  open  to  working 
with  minimally  language  skilled  deaf  persons.  Po¬ 
sition  will  serve  residents  of  the  Southwest  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Hearing  Impaired  at  Methodist  Mission 
Home  and  persons  and  churches  throughout  the 
SWTC  of  UMC.  Send  resumes  to:  Search  com¬ 
mittee.  C/O  13227  Hunter  View  St..  San  Anto¬ 
nio.  TX  78230. 


MCCURDY  SCHOOL,  AN  AFFIRMATIVE  ac¬ 

tion/equal  employment  opportunity  employer, 
announces  an  opening  for  a  full-time  nurse  for 
the  1994-1995  school  year.  R.N.  and  B.A.  re¬ 
quired,  psychiatric  background  preferred.  Please 
send  letter  of  interest  and  resume  to:  William  A. 
Davis.  Superintendent,  McCurdy  School.  P.O. 
Box  127,  Espanola.  NM  87532.  Telephone  (505) 
753-7221;  Fax  (505)  753-7830.  Deadline  to  apply 
is  April  29,  1994, 


TRAVIS  PARK  UMC  IN  SAN  ANTONIO  scek- 

ing  Youth  Director  beginning  summer  94.  Bache¬ 
lor's  degree  and  experience  preferred.  Salary 
negotiable.  Contact:  Linda  Montgomery  (210) 
226-8341 


POOL  TABLES,  JUKE  BOXES,  PIN  BALLS. 

video  games  for  youth  centers/homes.  Ship  or  de¬ 
liver  anywhere  USA.  Call  Ronald  Cazel:  (316) 
682-031 1.  Wichita.  Kansas. 


WANTED:  LAYMAN  WANTS  BOOKS  for  min- 

istry  of  providing  religious  books  to  first-year 
ministers.  “Pass-lt-On  Ministries”.  Kimball 
Pease,  Drawer  A,  Rotan.  TX  79546.  (915)  735- 
2562. 


FOR  SALE  MULT1LITH  OFFSET  1250  printing 

press  with  25  TPM  tabletop  platcmakcr,  and  pho¬ 
toplate  with  vaccuum  pump.  Total  $2500.  Call: 
Wylma  Blackburn  at  Mcadowbrook  UMC,  Ft. 
Worth.  TX  (8 17)  534-1741 


THE  STEWARDSHIP  REPORT,  new  creative. 

bimonthly  stewardship  newsletter.  Yearly  sub¬ 
scription  is  SI 8.  Sample  copy:  Bell  Press.  504  W. 
Mohawk  Trail,  Dc  Forest.  W1  53532. 


CHILD'S  MEDICAL  RECORD-  20  page  booklet 

keeps  medical  history  from  birth  -  age  18.  Great 
gifi  idea!  Send  SASE  plus  $2  (3  $5.40);  CMR. 

Box  17718-UM,  Memphis.  TN  38187 


••DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 

Methodist  Mission  Homc/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (210)696-7021  for  information. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week.  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1138,  Wayncsville. 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507. 


DILLON.  COLORADO:  2  bedroom.  2  bath  condo 

for  lease,  weekly,  winter,  spring,  summer,  or  fall. 
Call  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8.  No  smokers! 


DE  COLORES  GIFTS.  Stationery,  mugs,  cas¬ 

settes.  buttons,  pins,  etc.  For  a  color  brochure 
send  $1  to:  Guardian  Angel  Gifts,  Box  94172-M, 
Cleveland.  OH  44 1 0 1 . 
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Missioners:  Younger,  shorter  term 


PHOTO  BY  CONNIE  NEISON-DANIEL 


ATLANTA — United  Methodist  missionary  candidates  receive  instruction  at  the  denomination's  Mission 
Resource  Center  in  Atlanta.  Today's  mission  personnel  are  younger  and  include  more  females,  both 
single  and  married.  Long-term  missionary  service  is  on  the  decline,  leaders  say.  This  group  of  mission¬ 
ers  was  commissioned  April  10  (see  related  stories). 


Missionary  service 
demands  'are  greater' 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Diane  Allen  of  Enola,  Pa.,  was 
bom  into  a  family  so  involved  in  its 
Christian  faith  that  she  says  she  was 
“diapered  in  the  church.” 

But  it  wasn’t  until  after  she  grad¬ 
uated  from  college,  with  a  major  in 
criminal  justice  administration, 
that  she  began  to  take  an  interest  in 
mission  work  camps. 

Today,  Ms.  Allen,  35,  is  a  full- 
fledged  missionary  working  with 
the  China  Program  in  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  World  Division  offices. 

Fast-growing  age  group 

She  represents  one  of  the  fastest 
growing  age  categories  for  new  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  according  to  the  Rev.  John 
McCullough. 

Mr.  McCullough,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  board's  mission  per¬ 
sonnel  resources  department,  says 
the  younger-than-30  and  30-  to  40- 
year-old  age  groups  are  superseding 
the  40-  to  50-year-olds  who  have  long 
dominated  the  mission  field. 

Female  applicants,  both  single 
and  married,  also  are  increasing. 

At  the  same  time,  the  traditional 
pattern  of  a  missionary  career — 
serving  years  in  the  same  location — 
is  being  disrupted,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Robert  Harman,  World  Divi¬ 
sion  deputy  general  secretary. 

“The  trend  is  away  from  long¬ 
term,  self-sacrificial  service  to 
shorter-term,  immediate  self-fulfill¬ 
ment,”  he  explains.  “The  church  is 
offering  that  to  people  who  want  to 
be  engaged  in  mission.” 

Reasons  behind  the  decline  of  the 
long-term  missionary  include: 

•f  Escalating  costs  for  full-time  fi¬ 
nancial  support; 

/Training  of  indigenous  people 
to  assume  clergy  and  leadership 
roles; 

•f  Restrictions  by  some  govern¬ 
ments  that  close  the  door  to  foreign 
missionaries  or  allow  only  short¬ 
term  stays. 

The  Rev.  F.  Allan  Kirton,  direc¬ 


tor  of  the  board’s  Mission  Resource 
Center  in  Atlanta,  says  new  mis¬ 
sionaries  go  to  service  with  the  un¬ 
derstanding  that  they  are  working 
themselves  out  of  jobs. 

'Opposite  direction' 

In  fact,  missionaries  are  coming 
from  the  opposite  direction.  Part¬ 
ner  churches  now  send  representa¬ 
tives  to  other  countries  and  to  the 
United  States. 

According  to  Mr.  Harman,  the 
number  of  missionaries  sent  from  the 
southern  to  the  northern  hemisphere 
has  doubled  in  the  past  decade. 

Future  missionary  career  paths 
will  be  more  eclectic  and  flexible, 


perhaps  specifically  designed  to  use 
individual  talent. 

In  Ms.  Allen’s  case,  a  longtime 
fascination  with  China  led  to  her 
mission  intern  assignment  at  the 
China  Program  office  in  Hong 
Kong.  Her  U.S.  placement  in  cam¬ 
pus  ministry  at  California  State 
University-Northridge  involved 
work  with  international  students. 

Afterward,  she  temporarily  filled 
in  as  the  Hong  Kong  China  Pro¬ 
gram  director  for  a  year,  then  lived 
another  year  in  London  with  a 
small  Quaker  community  before  ac¬ 
cepting  a  three-year  contract  with 
the  World  Division. 


Some  mission  applicants  are 
looking  for  one-shot  or  short-term 
assignments.  People  taking  early  re¬ 
tirement  from  their  careers,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  believe  they  have  useful 
skills  or  experience  to  offer,  Mr. 
McCullough  says. 

“They’re  not  looking  to  change 
the  world,”  he  explains.  “They  have 
knowledge  they’re  willing  to  share 
and  that’s  what  they  want  to  do.” 

As  part  of  an  effort  to  recruit  more 
ethnic-minority  candidates,  the 
board  is  working  on  a  pilot  project  to 
provide  information  to  congregations 
with  sizeable  minority  memberships, 
according  to  Mr.  McCullough. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Today’s  missionary  candidates 
must  demonstrate  not  only  a  “call” 
to  the  vocation  but  also  prior  in¬ 
volvement  in  local  church  activi¬ 
ties,  mission  work  and  community 
outreach,  according  to  the  Rev. 
John  McCullough. 

“The  demands  in  mission  are 
greater,”  the  top  staff  executive  of 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Mis¬ 
sion  Personnel  Resources  Depart¬ 
ment  points  out. 

“We  really  are  looking  for  people 
who  have  a  track  record.” 

While  Alaska  and  Red  Bird  mis¬ 
sionary  conferences  remain  “strong¬ 
holds”  for  clergy  placement,  the 
demand  for  clergy  and  educators 
has  decreased  as  indigenous 
churches  have  trained  their  own, 
Mr.  McCullough  explains. 

The  new  demand  is  for  technical 
expertise. 

“Everybody  can  place  a  doctor,  a 
dentist,  an  engineer,”  he  says. 

Commitment  levels  may  range 
from  a  short-term  project  to  a  three- 
year  contract,  depending  on  the  sit¬ 
uation. 


Current  missionary  candidates 
come  to  the  Mission  Resource  Cen¬ 
ter  with  their  place  of  assignment 
already  determined  and  spend  15 
weeks  in  academic  study,  spiritual 
formation,  experimental  learning 
and  physical  conditioning. 

A  better  process,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Rev.  F.  Allan  Kirton,  direc¬ 
tor,  would  be  for  missionaries  to 
start  training  without  an  assign¬ 
ment,  “go  through  a  process  of  dis¬ 
cernment”  in  terms  of  both  the 
individual’s  own  spiritual  path  and 
the  options  for  service  available, 
and  then  have  a  “customized” 
training  in  the  country  of  assign¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  Kirton  says  he  believes  that 
partner  churches  receiving  mission¬ 
aries  should  be  able  to  participate  at 
an  earlier  point  in  the  training  pro¬ 
cess. 

The  center  also  trains  interna¬ 
tional  persons  in  mission,  even 
those  from  other  denominations. 
Participants  have  included  Korean 
Methodists,  Catholic  missionaries 
from  Canada,  a  Danish  man  as¬ 
signed  to  Zaire  by  the  Catholics  and 
a  couple  from  the  Mefhodist 
Church  in  India. 


Whereabouts  needed 


to  match  pastors'  names 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

After  World  War  II,  many  Meth¬ 
odist  pastors  from  Lithuania  and 
Latvia — forced  from  their  posi¬ 
tions  by  the  Soviet  government — 
received  appointments  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

A  United  Methodist  writing  a 
book  on  the  history  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  Methodism  in  the  Baltic 
States  and  Russia  in  1880-1994  is 
trying  to  locate  some  of  those  pas¬ 
tors  or  their  relatives. 

The  writer — the  Rev.  S.T.  Kim¬ 
brough,  Jr.,  executive  secretary  of 
mission  evangelism,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries — has  a  list  of  names 
from  a  1962  reunion  hosted  by 
Bishop  Raymond  Wade. 

Dr.  Kimbrough  is  seeking  con¬ 


tact  with  the  following  persons  or 
anyone  who  has  had  contact  with 
former  Methodist  families,  church 
members  and  pastors  of  Lithua¬ 
nia,  Latvia  and  Estonia: 

The  Revs.  Adolf  Bergman,  Emil 
Blum,  Kostas  Burbulys,  Krist  V. 
Caune,  Eduard  Eidins,  Karlis 
Emstsons,  Ludwig  Eskildsen,  Ka¬ 
lis  Iesalnieks,  Janis  Laupmanis, 
Adolfs  Majorins,  Segei  Mosienko, 
Alex  Poobus,  Richard  Skobe,  Mi- 
kelis  Svarc,  Fritz  Springis,  Vladi- 
mirs  Teravskis,  Fricis  Timbers, 
Wilhelm  Volskis,  (?)  Valdmanis, 
Konstantin  Wipp,  W.  Blum,  Al¬ 
fred  Huhn,  Oscar  Kaufmann,  Ar¬ 
thur  Leifert,  Richard  Lupp  and 
Alexander  Rohrich. 

Dr.  Kimbrough  can  be  reached 
at  475  Riverside  Dr.,  Room 
1365,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 


Churches  not  alone  in  challenging  gambling's  'payoffs' 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Faced  with  taxpayer  revolts  at  the 
local  level  and  with  drying-up  federal 
dollars  for  many  social-benefit  pro¬ 
grams,  governors  and  mayors  across 
the  nation  find  it  increasingly  diffi¬ 
cult  to  resist  the  rosy  promise  of  ex¬ 
tra  income  from  legalized  gambling. 

The  estimated  $35  billion  lost  in 
1992  by  players  in  casinos,  lotteries 
and  other  state-sanctioned  games  of 
chance  provide  what  a  mid- 1993 
story  in  Newsweek  magazine  called 
“a  revenue  godsend”  for  many 
states  and  “every  town’s  answer  to 
the  shrunken  tax  bases  of  the  ’90s.” 

However,  writes  Stephen  Si- 
murda  in  the  Columbia  Journalism 
Review,  states  have  found  that  lot¬ 
tery  funds  “have  often  just  replaced 
legislative  appropriations,  not  sup¬ 


plemented  them.” 

Newsweek  quotes  a  criminologist, 
editor  and  researcher,  Henry  Le- 
sieur,  who  asserts  that  state  govern¬ 
ments  “are  deceiving  themselves 
into  thinking  that  (gambling)  reve¬ 
nue  is  coming  out  of  nowhere.” 

In  a  drive  against  a  riverboat  ca¬ 
sino  in  West  Dundee,  Ill.,  United 
Methodist  Bishop  R.  Sheldon 
Duecker  of  Chicago  addressed  the 
economic  issue. 

“When  (gambling  supporters) 
talk  of  revenues  and  tax  relief,  they 
never  talk  about  hidden  costs  . . . 
Who  pays  for  the  expanded  police 
and  fire  departments  . . .  (and)  so¬ 
cial-service  programs  to  deal  with 
the  addiction  of  the  population?” 
he  asked. 

Expansive  predictions  on  the  eco¬ 
nomic  benefits  of  casinos  for  eco¬ 
nomically  depressed  communities 


State  governments  "are  deceiving  themselves  into 
thinking  that  (gambling)  revenue  is  coming  out  of 
nowhere." 

— Henry  Lesieur 


such  as  Atlantic  City,  N.J.,  once  a 
favorite  meeting  place  for  United 
Methodism’s  top  missions  agency, 
have  not  panned  out. 

Atlantic  City  now  glitters  at  the 
boardwalk  casinos  and  grapples 
with  crime,  decay  and  unemploy¬ 
ment  in  most  of  the  rest  of  the  city, 
despite  billions  of  dollars  casinos 
pay  in  taxes. 

A  rescue  mission  that  formerly 
housed  an  average  of  25  homeless 
people  nightly  recently  reported  a 
nightly  population  of  about  250.  An 
official  there  told  The  New  York 


Times  that  another  800  to  900  sleep 
in  doorways  and  under  the  board¬ 
walk. 

A  caustic  summation  sometimes 
heard  is  that  legalized  gambling 
changed  Atlantic  City  from  “a  sea¬ 
side  slum”  to  a  “seaside  slum  with 
casinos.” 

The  city’s  present  officials  blame 
corruption  and  mismanagement  by 
preceding  administrations  for  many 
of  today’s  woes.  A  $  1  billion  program 
is  under  way  to  link  a  new  conven¬ 
tion  center  with  the  boardwalk, 
where  most  of  the  casinos  are. 


The  Mashantucket  Pequot  Native 
American  nation  that  operates  the 
glossy  Foxwoods  gaming  complex  in 
Ledyard,  Conn.,  has  given  the  state 
more  than  $100  million  to  help  bal¬ 
ance  its  budget.  A  donation  of  $2 
million  to  the  1995  Special  Olympics 
World  Summer  Games  in  New  Ha¬ 
ven,  Conn.,  was  announced  recently. 

One  large  county  in  Pennsylvania 
in  a  recent  year  received  back  $81 
for  every  $  1 00  spent  there  on  state 
lottery  tickets,  or  about  $34  million, 
according  to  lottery  officials.  The 
money  was  used  for  programs  that 
included  benefitting  the  aging,  long¬ 
term  care,  and  tax  and  rent  rebates. 

The  1992  United  Methodist  legis¬ 
lative  General  Conference  strongly 
reaffirmed  the  church’s  long-stand¬ 
ing  opposition  to  gambling,  citing 
specifically  “the  growing  legaliza¬ 


tion  and  state  promotion”  of  lotter¬ 
ies,  casinos  and  other  gaming. 

“Dependence  on  gambling  has 
led  many  states  to  exploit  the  weak¬ 
ness  of  their  own  citizens,  neglect 
the  development  of  more  equitable 
forms  of  taxation,  and  thereby  fur¬ 
ther  erode  the  citizens’  confidence 
in  government,”  the  church’s  elect¬ 
ed  legislators  said. 

In  an  essay  on  “Betting  Our  Fu¬ 
ture,”  the  Rev.  Eugene  H.  Winkler, 
a  United  Methodist  pastor  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  says  “we  are  called  by  God  to 
use  (money)  for  important  moral 
ends. . . .  The  appeal  of  gambling  to 
the  non-affluent  suggests  a  general 
malaise  and  absence  of  belief  in  our 
capacity  and  the  capabilities  of  our 
institutions  to  create  adequate  op¬ 
portunity  and  well-being  for  large 
segments  of  our  society.” 


Students  bearing  the  cross  get 
a  new  understanding  of  Easter 


BREVARD,  N.C.— Brevard 
College  Chaplain  Ernie  Mills  re¬ 
cently  decided  it  was  time  to  go 
outdoors  with  his  religion  class 
and  celebrate  the  Christian  mean¬ 
ing  behind  the  Easter  holidays. 

So  he  convinced  his  class  to 
bear  a  huge  wooden  cross  across 


the  entire  campus,  with  students 
taking  turns  at  dragging  the 
nailed-together  railroad  ties 
down  the  road. 

Followed  and  encouraged  by 
their  peers  (and  three  cars  with 
horns  blaring  to  announce  the  pas¬ 
sage),  the  students  got  a  chance  to 


feel  what  Jesus  felt  as  he  bore  the 
weight  of  persecution. 

“Easter  weekend  was  ap¬ 
proaching,"  explained  Chaplain 
Mills,  “and  we  had  just  finished 
our  survey  of  the  four  Gospels. 
What  better  way  to  combine  the 
two  than  re-enacting  the  scene 
where  Christ  bears  the  cross?” 

The  chaplain  did  not  tell  his 
students  what  they  were  going  to 
do  before  they  came  to  class  that 
day  and  he  had  concerns  that 
many  might  be  reluctant. 

“1  was  wrong;  they  all  volun¬ 
teered  to  carry  this  huge,  rugged 
cross.  It  actually  took  two  students 
to  lift  and  carry  it.  Each  pair 
would  drag  it  about  30  yards,  and 
two  more  would  pick  it  up  and 
move  on.  They  took  turns:  black, 
white,  male  and  female.” 

"The  fact  that  we  had  women 
and  blacks  carrying  the  cross  was 
very  significant,  because  Christ’s 
bearing  the  cross  was  what  repre¬ 
sented  his  willingness  to  carry  the 
weight  of  oppression,  hatred  and 
scorn.  It  symbolizes  Christ's  will¬ 
ingness  to  ‘carry  the  shadow’  of 
those  who  project  hatred,”  he  said. 


BREVARD,  N.C. — Brevard  College  Chaplain  Ernie  Mills  (at  left 
in  tie)  walks  with  members  of  his  religion  class  as  they  bear  a 
huge  wooden  cross — two  railroad  ties— across  the  campus 
(see  related  story). 


Latin  text  dates  back  to  4th  century 


Of  the  Father’s  love  begotten 
Ere  the  worlds  began  to  be. 

He  is  Alpha  and  Omega, 

Of  the  things  that  are,  that  have 
been. 

And  the  future  years  shall  see, 
Evermore  and  evermore. 

By  WILLIAM ).  REYNOLDS 
The  original  Latin  hymn  beginning 
"Da  puer  plectrum  "  was  written  by 
Aurelius  Clemens  Prudentius,  a 
Christian  poet  of  the  4th  century. 

A  native  of  Spain,  well  educated, 
firmly  schooled  in  law,  Prudentius 
was  brought  to  Rome  by  Emperor 
Theodosius  and  appointed  to  a  high 
office  in  379. 

The  imperial  city,  the  Christian 
basilicas  and  the  tombs  of  the  apos¬ 
tles  and  martyrs  held  a  great  fasci¬ 
nation  for  him. 

He  became  disenchanted  with 
court  life,  retired  to  a  life  of  poverty 
and  seclusion  and,  at  age  57,  en¬ 
tered  a  monastery  to  spend  his  days 
in  prayer  and  meditation.  In  these 
years  he  began  to  write  sacred  poet¬ 
ry,  hymns  and  devotional  literature. 

In  his  writings  he  spoke  out  boldly 
against  heresy  and  heathen  rites.  He 
appealed  to  Emperor  Honoris  to  stop 
the  slaughter  of  animals  and  gladia¬ 
tors  in  the  Colosseum.  These  were 
stopped  in  404,  after  the  monk  Te- 
lemachus  was  killed  trying  to  stop 


History 
of  Hymns 

gladiators  from  killing  each  other. 

While  the  hymns  Prudentius  wrote 
were  devotional  in  character  and  not 
intended  for  public  worship,  some  se¬ 
lections  have  been  appropriately 


used  to  enrich  Christian  song.  The 
most  widely  used  English  translation 
was  made  by  John  Mason  Neale  and 
Henry  W.  Baker  in  1859. 

The  music  found  in  our  hymnals 
is  a  plainsong  melody  associated 
with  the  Latin  text  since  the  13th 
century.  The  setting  of  this  melody, 
"Divinum  Myslerium,"  was  made 
by  Canon  Winfred  Douglas  for  the 
Episcopal  Church’s  Hymnal  1940. 


What's  the  Good  Word? 


By  Robert  E.  Parker 


Love 

One  of  the  greatest,  and  most  essential,  words  of  faith.  And  the  quin¬ 
tessential  contradiction  of  hate  in  all  its  forms. 

Love  is  the  intense  feeling  that  binds  us  to  someone  or  something  by 
mysterious  ties,  some  of  the  heart  and  some  of  the  mind.  On  the  highest 
scale,  love  describes  the  desired  relationship  between  God  and 
humankind.  We  desire  God's  love  and  concern  for  us;  God  receives  our 
adoration  and  companionship. 

The  origin  of  the  word  is  the  Latin  lubere  or  libere  (to  please),  which 
evolved  into  the  Old  English  lufu  and  leaf  (dear).  Our  modem  form  is 
unchanged  from  the  Middle  English  love. 
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Dulac  Cooperative  Ministry 


With  a  combined  effort  of  Clan¬ 
ton  Chapel,  the  Dulac  Community 
Center,  and  local  UMCOR  staff, 
many  cooperative  programs  of  min¬ 
istry  are  taking  shape  in  Dulac, 
Louisiana.  All  the  programs/activi¬ 


ties/and  dreams  you  will  see  are  pos¬ 
sible  through  the  combined  efforts 
of  staff  and  personnel  at  Dulac  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of:  Rev.  Kirby 
Verret,  pastor  of  Clanton  Chapel 


UMC;  Rev.  Donald  Morgan,  Inter¬ 
im  Executive  Director  of  the  Dulac 
Community  Center;  and  Mrs.  Alice 
Rothrock,  Director  of  the  UMCOR 
work. 


The  Dulac  ministry  is  truly  a  pos¬ 
itive  influence  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  through  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church;  a  ministry  of  which  we, 
who  call  ourselves  “Methodist”  can 
rightly  be  proud. 


/JL' 


On  January  1st  The  housing  rehabilitation  efforts  of  UMCOR  were 
separated  from  other  UMCOR  efforts  in  the  state;  and  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  Rothrocks  is  a  beehive  of  activity.  Five  hundred  six 
volunteers  with  25  work  teams  from  16  states  have  streamed  into 
Dulac  in  1994  to  assist  local  residents  in  their  rebuilding  process. 
Requests  from  additional  volunteers  for  the  summer  are  being  post¬ 
poned  as  Dulac  is  booked  for  the  summer  through  August.  Perhaps 
there  may  be  space  for  more  volunteers  later  this  fall  or  next  year. 


All  agencies  of  the  church,  including  Dulac,  have  dreams  of  future 
programs.  Some  of  those  for  Dulac  include  a  GED  program  to  begin 
this  summer  (over  one-half  of  the  homes  surveyed  recently  ex¬ 
pressed  a  need  for  GED;  132  out  of  235). 

Vocational  Education  and  Continuing  Education  will  become  a 
reality  in  the  fall  of  1994  as  Nicholls  State  University  professors  vis¬ 
it  Dulac  to  teach  in  classrooms  provided  by  the  combined  ministry 
at  Dulac. 

Two  other  dreams  which  will  come  to  fruition  in  late  1994  or  ear¬ 
ly  1995  are  a  museum  (to  provide  and  preserve  the  cultural  history 
and  traditions  of  the  Houmas  Indians)  and  a  RV  park  with  full  hook¬ 
ups,  a  boat  launch  and  fishing  wharf  (operated  by  members  of  the 
community  which  will  provide  economic  opportunity  in  a  severely 
depressed  area.) 


When  the  Christmas  Season  rolls  around  the  people  of  Dulac  not 
only  rejoice  in  the  birth  of  our  savior,  but  they  are  blessed  with  gifts 
from  churches  in  Alabama,  Louisiana  and  Michigan.  Adults  may  re¬ 
ceive  an  article  of  clothing  while  the  children  eagerly  accept  their 
toys. 


Clanton  Chapel 


A  youth  activities  program  swings  into  full  speed  as  the  gym  is  filled 
nightly  with  area  youth  playing  basketball  and  roller-skating.  It  is  a 
common  sight  to  see  as  many  parents  as  youth  in  attendance.  The 
gym  also  becomes  the  site  for  wedding  showers  and  receptions,  a 
community  dance,  and  even  classes  being  taught  on  "Native  Ameri¬ 
can  Traditional  Dance." 


An  Emergency  Food  and  Clothing  Bank,  a  Commodity  Distribution 
Center  and  Medical  Assistance  clinic  for  childhood  vaccinations  are 
also  found  at  the  Dulac  center  as  the  church  seeks  to  serve  in  these 
ways  of  health  and  wholeness. 


UMCOR 


Community  Center 


A  new  library  for  the  community  is  in  operation  with  the  learning 
programs  (both  VCR  and  written)  to  assist  the  area  residents  as  they 
improve  their  abilities.  The  two  main  emphases  are  "Native  Ameri¬ 
can  History"  and  "Self-Help."  After  school  tutoring,  assistance  for 
College  entrance,  children's  reading  programs  and  other  activities 
are  to  be  found  in  the  library  which  is  open  daily  to  the  community. 
Mrs.  Carlene  Billiot  is  the  librarian  and  director. 


Children's  activities  are  an  integral  part  of  the  Dulac  community 
with  Head  Start,  a  thriving  Day  Care,  a  Child  Advocacy  Program, 
and  a  Christian  Pre-School  in  operation  on  a  continuous  schedule 
(all  these  programs  are  filled  to  licensed  capacity). 


Each  week  at  Dulac  begins  on  a  positive  note  with  Sunday  morning 
and  evening  worship  at  Clanton  Chapel  UMC.  Activities  continue 
through  the  week  and  are  bolstered  with  the  Wednesday  evening 
service.  Beside  its  many  services  to  the  community,  one  can  observe 
an  adult  literacy  program  in  operation  seven  nights  a  week.  (A  re¬ 
cent  survey  of  area  homes  discovered  17%  of  the  adults  wishing  to 
learn  how  to  read  and  write).  The  "Laubach  Reading  System"  and 
"Hooked  On  Phonics"  are  the  two  primary  courses  being  used. 
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Conference  Center 

Financial  Campaign  Update 

Total  pledged  $6.15  million 

Total  received  through  Jan.  ’94  $  1 ,094,092 

Church  gifts  received  in  Feb.  $  43,756 

Clergy  gifts  received  in  Feb.  $  8,086 

Challenge  gifts  received  in  Feb.  $  52,270 

Total  gifts  received  through  Feb.  ’94  $1,1 98,204 

Groundbreaking  Event  May  28 


Q 

an 

Bishop  William  Oden 


In  essentials  unity; 
in  all  else 
diversity 

There  are  many  decisions  made  in  a  congregation 
that  can  cause  conflict.  Decisions  about  building,  fi¬ 
nancial  commitments,  changes  in  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice,  and  others  cause  many  sleepless  nights  for  a  pastor. 

But  I  often  found  the  decisions  that  were  most  often  challenged  had 
to  do  with  the  weekly  selection  of  hymns  to  be  sung  in  worship. 

I  discovered  that  the  hymns  I  chose  were  always  either  too  old  or  too 
new,  too  many  or  too  few,  too  long  or  too  short,  too  high  or  too  low,  too 
fast  or  too  slow. 

There  was  simply  no  way  to  please  all  the  people  with  the  selection 
of  hymns.  Tunes  were  either  too  dull  or  too  difficult.  The  words  were  ei¬ 
ther  too  poetic  or  too  prosaic.  They  were  seen  as  either  “trendy”  or  “ir¬ 
relevant.”  Many  people  wanted  the  old  familiar  hymns  while  others 
wanted  music  that  was  fresh  and  new.  Most  people  had  their  favorites 
but  many  of  the  favorites  were  other  peoples'  dislikes. 

While  this  problem  may  appear  amusing,  it  is  really  symbolic  of  the 
diversity  in  the  church.  No  pastor  can  satisfy  100  per  cent  of  a  congre¬ 
gation.  No  sermon  can  speak  equally  to  every  worshipper.  Any  lay  per¬ 
son  who  steps  forward  and  assumes  leadership  will  be  criticized  by 
someone  else.  And,  this  will  be  no  surprise  to  you,  not  every  bishop 
pleases  every  pastor  or  lay  person! 

It  has  never  been  otherwise  in  the  church.  Even  at  the  time  of  Jesus’ 
ministry  there  were  many  differences  of  opinion  among  the  disciples. 
Every  zealot  had  to  agree  to  kill  tax  collectors.  I  wonder  what  Matthew 
the  tax  collector  thought  when  he  slept  beside  Simon  the  zealot  as  they 
roamed  the  countryside  as  Jesus’  disciples.  Remember  also  that  Paul 
and  Peter  often  had  serious  conflicts  about  the  ministry  of  the  church. 

All  of  which  is  to  say  that  to  some  persons  the  present  day  appears  to 
be  a  unique  era  of  intense  conflict  within  the  church.  Others  see  this 
era  as  a  time  of  creative  diversity  and  healthy  debate.  The  truth  may  be 
that  both  are  correct. 

The  main  issue  is  whether  each  one  of  us  can  remain  faithful  to  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  and  his  church  when  there  may  be  differing  opinions  within 
that  church.  This  is  a  time  of  sorting  out  the  essentials  of  the  Christian 
faith  in  the  Wesleyan  tradition  and  deciding  what  is  at  the  center  of  our 
church.  Remember  it  was  John  Wesley  who  said  that  we  should  agree 
on  the  core  matters  of  faith  and  on  all  else,  think  and  let  think. 

Don’t  let  your  commitment  to  Christ  and  the  church  be  clouded  by 
secondary  issues!  Which  means  —  be  clear  about  what  is  primary!  And 
remember  that  the  love  of  Christ  and  the  unity  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are 
more  powerful  than  all  our  differences. 


Remembering  Holy  Week  . . . 


UM  Foundation  of  Louisiana  continues  to  flourish 


The  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion  of  Louisiana  ended  1993  with 
approximately  $28  million  in  assets 
and  had  a  net  increase  in  assets  of 
$4.2  million  for  the  year,  Dr.  Ken¬ 
neth  R.  Reed,  Foundation  execu¬ 
tive  director,  reports.  Forty  new 
accounts  came  under  the  Founda¬ 
tion  management  in  1993. 

A  new  president  was  elected  at 
the  recent  annual  meeting  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  the  trustees  confirmed 
the  hiring  of  a  development  officer. 

A  new  program  the  Foundation 
has  for  1994  is  church  loans.  A  few 
“test”  loans  were  made  in  1993  in 
preparation  for  offering  this  pro¬ 
gram  to  the  Conference. 

“This  program  will  not  only  be 
beneficial  to  the  churches  of  our 


Conference  but  also  will  allow  the 
Foundation  to  make  a  better  return 
for  its  inves’ors,”  Reed  said. 

Bridger  Eglin 
of  Baton  Rouge 
became  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Foun- 
dation  at  the 
meeting.  Bishop 
Oden  presented 
a  plaque  of  rec¬ 
ognition  to  Mar¬ 
cus  Wren  of 
Minden,  who 
completed  a- 
three-year  term  as  president. 

The  trustees  also  confirmed  the 
hiring  of  Ray  Caraway  as  develop¬ 
ment  officer.  He  will  join  the  Foun- 


Dr.  Kenneth  Reed 


dation  June  1. 

Total  accounts  managed  by  the 
Foundation,  at  the  end  of  1993  was 
180.  The  40  new  additions  included 
33  investment  accounts,  two  en¬ 
dowments  and  five  deferred  chari¬ 
table  gifts. 

Set  up  during  1993  were  new  en¬ 
dowment  accounts  totaling 
$62,228.25  and  deferred  charitable 
gifts  of  $304,968.52. 

The  Foundation  is  available  to 
assist  local  churches  and  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  Conference  with  capital 
funds  and  stewardship  campaigns, 
permanent  endowment  committees, 
investments,  estate  planning  and 
charitable  giving  information,  Reed 
mentioned.  Computer  software  in 
the  office  is  used  to  illustrate  the 


Over  121  members  from  Louisiana 
attend  UMW  assembly  in  Cincinnati 


Over  121  United  Methodist 
Women  from  Louisiana  Conference 
were  scheduled  to  represent  the 
churches  of  the  state  and  be  a  part 
of  12,000  members  attending  the 
United  Methodist  Assembly  April 
28  to  May  1  at  the  Ohio  Conven¬ 
tion  Center  in  Cincinnati,  Kathleen 
Conrad,  Conference  UMW  secre¬ 
tary  of  publicity,  said. 

Among  those  attending  are  Pat 
Cobb  of  New  Orleans,  Conference 
president,  and  other  officers. 
Theme  is  “Count  Me  In.” 

Doris  Brown 
of  Neely  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge, 
was  selected  as 
one  of  three 
speakers  who 
will  tell  of  their 
heritage  through 
United  Method¬ 
ist  Women. 
Plenary  ses- 
Doris  Brown  s  jons  Qf  the  1994 

quadrennial  program  are  focusing 
on  the  voices  of  women,  committed 
to  the  empowerment  of  women  and 
the  welfare  of  children  on  national 
and  international  scales. 

Friday,  April  29,  is  t-shirt  day  for 
women  of  Louisiana  Conference  at¬ 
tending  the  assembly.  Colorful, 
newly-designed  shirts  with  a  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  UMW  logo  will  be 
worn. 

“Satellite  dish  owners  may  view 
the  happenings  on  Saturday,  April 
30,  by  way  of  a  teleconference," 
Conrad  said.  “Tune  to  C-Band  Gal¬ 
axy  7,  transponder  Channel  23.” 

The  teleconference  will  begin  at  6 
p.m.  with  a  special  pre-recorded 
program  of  taped  highlights  from 
the  Assembly  happenings.  Live  cov¬ 
erage  of  the  evening  events  to  be 
shown  after  that  will  conclude  at 
7:45  p.m. 


Preparing  for  t-shirt  day  and  the  wearing  of  newly-designed  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  UMW  shirts  at  the  United  Methodist  Assembly  in 
Cincinatti  are  some  of  the  Conference  officers.  They  are  FROM 
LEFT,  Pat  Cobb  of  New  Orleans,  president;  Hilda  Sills  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  supportive  community;  Mary  Quinones  of  Metairie,  secretary 
of  financial  interpretation,  and  Fannie  Reddix  of  New  Orleans,  sec¬ 
retary. 

(  Around  the  Conference 

in  Louisiana.  For  registration  or  ad¬ 
ditional  information  call  RAIN 
504-523-3755  in  New  Orleans  or 
(504)  923-0075  in  Baton  Rouge. 


“AIDS:  What  Can  Our  Congrega¬ 
tion  Do?”  will  be  the  subject  of  the 
Regional  AIDS  Interfaith  Network’s 

free  seminar  Saturday,  April  30, 
from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  at  St.  Paul’s 
Episcopal  Church,  6249  Canal 
Blvd.,  New  Orleans.  (A  $3  fee  will 
be  charged  for  optional  lunch). 

To  be  discussed  are  the  medical 
facts  about  HIV/AIDS  as  well  as  the 
spiritual  and  psychosocial  dimen¬ 
sions  of  the  disease.  There  will  be  a 
panel  of  people  living  with  AIDS, 
their  loved  ones  and  caregivers. 

Participants  will  explore  a  proven 
model  for  AIDS  ministry  used  by 
700  volunteers  on  more  than  70 
care  teams  from  15  denominations 


Maundy  Thursday  was  celebrated  at  Westlake  UMC  with  a  tableau, 
ABOVE,  of  da  Vinci's  THE  LAST  SUPPER  and  testimonies  from  mem¬ 
bers  portraying  Jesus'  disciples.  Sam  Burch  and  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Larry  Norman,  prepared  sets  including  a  26-foot  communion  table. 
After  the  disciples'  stories  were  told,  Kurt  Buchert,  as  Judas,  and 
Bruce  Jones,  as  Jesus,  reenacted  the  moment  of  betrayal  and  Jesus' 
breaking  of  the  bread  and  sharing  of  the  wine,  his  body  and  blood. 
The  congregation  shared  in  the  Eucharist  after  the  drama. 
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May  Conference  Calendar 


The  Good  Friday  "Walk  of  the  Cross"  covering  several  miles  on 
Highway  57  through  Dulac  and  Grand  Caillou  has  become  one  of 
the  main  Holy  Week  events  of  the  area,  Rev.  Don  Morgan,  director 
of  Dulac  Community  Center,  reports.  Sponsored  by  the  Dulac  Min¬ 
isterial  Association,  the  commemorative  walk  this  year  ended  at 
Clanton  UM  Chapel  where  Rev.  Kirby  Verett  is  pastor. 


Sunday  School  Teachers'  Equipping  Process  (S.S.T.E.P.) 
Retreat,  Tall  Timbers 
Children’s  Homes  Offering 

Teleconference  on  Sexual  Misconduct,  10  a.m-4:30  p.m.  at: 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport;  First  UMC,  Lake  Charles; 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Northeast  Campus 
Ministry,  Monroe 
Cabinet  Meeting 

North  Shore  District  Pre-Conference  Training  Session,  First 
UMC,  Hammond,  7  p.m. 

Cursillo  No.  39.  Tall  Timbers 

New  Orleans  District  Pre-Conference  Training  Session,  St. 
Luke’s  UMC,  New  Orleans,  10  a.m. 

Lake  Charles  District  Pre-Conference  Training  Session,  St. 

Luke  —  Simpson  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  3  p.m. 

Monroe  District  Pre-Conference  Training  Session,  Mangham 
UMC,  3  p.m. 

Ruston  District  Pre-Conference  Training  Session,  Arcadia 
UMC,  3  p.m. 

Baton  Rouge  District  Pre-Conference  Training  Session,  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  3:30  p.m. 

Alexandria  District  Pre-Conference  Training  Session,  First 
UMC,  Alexandria,  7  p.m. 

Acadiana  District  Pre-Conference  Training  Session,  First  UMC, 
Franklin,  3  p.m. 

Shreveport  District  Pre-Conference  Training  Session, 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  7  p.m. 

Retired  Ministers’  Home  Board,  First  UMC,  Pineville,  10  a.m. 
Conference  Center  Board  of  Trustees,  Alexandria,  1 1:30  a.m. 
Groundbreaking  Event,  Conference  Center,  2:30  p.m. 

Peace  With  Justice  Sunday 
(Cancellation:  The  previously  scheduled  Bishop’s  Tri-District  May  Confir¬ 
mation  Days  for  1994  have  been  canceled.  A  Bishop’s  Confirmation  Day 
is  being  planned  for  next  year). 
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First  UMC,  Berwick,  held  a 
three-day  camp  meeting/revival 
April  22-24  with  worship  services 
each  evening.  Guest  speakers  were 
Dr.  Rod  Kennedy  of  St.  Andrew’s 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge;  Rev.  Clifton 
Conrad  Sr.  of  Calvary  UMC,  Thibo- 
daux,  and  Rev.  Marie  Williams  of 
First  UMC,  DeRidder.  On  the  eve¬ 
ning  Conrad  spoke,  the  children's 
choir  of  his  church  presented  musi¬ 
cal  selections. 

Offerings  collected  at  the  services 
were  given  to  St.  Mary  Outreach 
and  the  Insight  Program  of  junior 
and  senior  high  schools  in  the  area. 
Rev.  Barbara  S.  Duke,  pastor  of  the 
Berwick  church,  said. 

*  *  * 

Members  of  First  UMC,  Minden, 
commented  favorably  about  a  new 
television  series,  which  is  “whole¬ 
some,”  “enjoyable,”  extols  Chris¬ 
tian  values  and  has  some  beautiful 
scenes  of  the  Smoky  Mountains. 
The  series,  called  “Christy,”  is 
based  on  the  best-selling  book  by 
Catherine  Marshall.  It  is  aired  on 
CBS  affiliates  at  7  p.m.  each  Thurs¬ 
day.  Members  and  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Michael  McLaurin,  who  have  seen 
it  urge  others  to  “tune  in.” 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Hulen  C.  Warren  Jr.,  pastor 
of  First  UMC,  Many  and  Bayou 
Scie  UMC,  represented  Louisiana 
Conference  at  the  31st  National 
Workshop  on  Christian  Unity  in 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  earlier 
this  month.  The  workshop  provided 
a  meeting  place  for  persons  con¬ 
cerned  with  ministry  of  Christian 
unity  and  encouraged  regional  and 
local  ecumenical  discussions  and 
projects.  Also  celebrated  was  the 
unity  that  already  exists  among 
Christians  as  ways  are  sought  to 
overcome  the  divisions  that  remain. 
Warren  is  chair  of  the  Conference 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns. 


impact  of  a  charitable  gift. 

Available  to  provide  information 
at  Annual  Conference  June  6-9  in 
Shreveport  will  be  three  of  the  Foun¬ 
dation’s  four  employees,  Stacie 
Schneider,  administrative  assistant, 
Reed  and  Caraway.  For  additional 
information  about  the  loan  program 
or  other  programs  call  the  Founda¬ 
tion  office  504-346-1535. 

Celebration 
set  to  honor 
James  Wilson 

Rev.  James  Wilson  will  be  hon¬ 
ored  at  a  reception  Sunday,  May  1, 
on  the  anniversary  of  his  25  years  of 
service  as  pastor  at  Northeast  Cam¬ 
pus  Ministry.  A  worship  service  will 
be  held  at  3  p.m.  in  a  tent  on  the 
tree-shaded  ministry  grounds,  112 
Delano  Dr.,  Monroe.  A  reception  in 
his  honor  will  be  held  in  the  build¬ 
ing  after  the  service. 

Members  of  the 
board  of  direc¬ 
tors  will  be  hosts 
for  the  “celebra¬ 
tion  to  give 
thanks  for  the 
blessings  of  his 
sustained  minis¬ 
try.”  Lou  Kinsey 
is  chair  of  the 
Silver  Anniver- 
Rev.  lames  Wilson  sary  Committee 
planning  the  events. 

Rev.  Randy  Nichols,  minister  at 
Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at  LSU, 
is  to  present  the  sermon.  A  com¬ 
bined  choir  from  several  Monroe 
District  churches  will  be  directed  by 
Roger  Foss.  Northeast  Louisiana 
University's  Interdenominational 
Ensemble  will  present  a  15-minute 
concert  at  2:45  p.m. 

In  honor  of  Wilson  and  to  assure 
that  the  university  ministry  contin¬ 
ues,  monetary  gifts  to  the  ministry 
are  requested  by  the  Silver  Anniver¬ 
sary  Committee. 

Caring  pastor 

Concerning  Wilson’s  ministry, 
Dr.  Phil  Woodland,  superintendent 
of  Monroe  District,  said,  “No  one 
can  measure  the  influence  of  Jim 
Wilson  in  a  quarter  of  a  century  of 
ministry  at  NLU.  United  Methodist 
students  from  across  the  state  and 
nation  have  found  a  caring  pastor, 
ready  to  walk  with  them  through 
hard  times  and  able  to  help  them 
grow  in  understanding  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith.” 

Coming  from  the  Kentucky  Con¬ 
ference,  Wilson  was  named  minis¬ 
ter  to  Wesley  Foundation  (as  it  was 
called)  in  1969.  The  Foundation 
merged  into  an  ecumenical  ministry 
of  United  Methodists,  Presbyterian, 
Lutheran  and  Disciples  of  Christ. 
Day  care  center 
Wilson  founded  a  co-op  day  care 
center  that  provides  affordable 
child  care  and  development  for 
children  of  students.  He  also  devel¬ 
oped  a  strong  ministry  with  interna¬ 
tional  students. 

Wilson’s  ministry  is  well-known 
for  its  inclusiveness.  Charles  Mc¬ 
Donald,  the  university’s  acting  dean 
of  student  affairs,  describes  the 
ministry  as  “the  conscience  of  the 
university.” 

AIDS  education,  justice  issues, 
global  awareness  and  ecology  are  em¬ 
phasized.  “In  all  of  the  issues  and 
programs,  the  Book  of  Holy  Scripture 
is  normative,”  Wilson  says. 

In  Memoriam 

Barbara  Jeanne  DeMoss  Nolan, 
wife  of  Rev.  William  E.  “Wishy” 
Nolan,  pastor,  Nolley  Memorial 
UMC,  Jena,  and  Belah  UMC,  was 
killed  in  an  automobile  accident 
April  1 6.  The  funeral  was  held  April 
20  in  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port,  with  burial  in  Oak  Ridge,  La. 

In  addition  to  her  husband,  she  is 
survived  by  a  daughter,  Julie  Loker 
of  Shreveport,  and  three  sons,  Walt 
Nolan  of  Shreveport,  John  Nolan  of 
Houston  and  Joel  Nolan  of  Beau¬ 
mont. 

Memorials  may  be  made  to  the 
Barbara  Nolan  Scholarship  Fund  at 
Centenary  College,  P.O.  Box  41188, 
Shreveport,  LA  71134-1188,  atten¬ 
tion:  Development  Office. 
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Our  dilemma  of  discernment:  Are 


we  'church'  or  are  we  'disciples'? 


Interpretive  Analysis 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Maybe  the  event  could  be 
interpreted  as  a  sign 
from  God. 

On  the  morning  that  the  church¬ 
wide  General  Council  on  Ministries 
began  debating  a  survey  on  the 
structure  of  the  church,  the  middle 
floor  of  a  nearby  three-story  parking 
garage  collapsed,  setting  off  round 
after  round  of  screaming  sirens. 

Some  council  members  took  the 
occurrence — which  fortunately  cost 
no  lives — as  a  metaphor  for  what’s 
happening  in  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  namely: 

Are  we  about  to  buckle  under  the 
weight  of  our  own  structure?  Is  our 
structure  supporting  or  hampering 
our  mission?  Indeed,  what  is  our 
mission? 

In  other  words,  are  we  being  called 
to  fix  the  institution  of  the  church  or 
are  we  being  called  to  do  the  will  of 
God,  which  may  involve  destroying 
the  institution  as  we’ve  known  it? 

These  tensions  lie  at  the  heart  of 
a  10-element  “connectional  issues” 
study  that  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  has  undertaken  at  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  1 992  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  church’s  highest  legislative 
body. 

The  council’s  report  to  the  1996 
General  Conference  is  expected  to 
influence  how  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  looks  and  works  as  it  en¬ 
ters  the  21st  Century  (see  related 
stories  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

The  GCOM  study  is  one  of  at 
least  seven  such  studies  on  various 
aspects  of  the  church.  Each  one 
struggles  with  the  dilemma  of  which 
comes  first:  Structure  or  mission. 
Each  alternative  has  its  advocates. 


For  instance,  if  we  don’t  in  some 
ways  “fix”  the  structure,  signs  such 
as  declining  membership  and  finan¬ 
cial  resources  foretell  that,  by  the 
early  21st  Century,  the  church  will 
imitate  the  Syracuse  garage. 

Unlike  the  garage,  however,  thou¬ 
sands  of  people  stand  to  be  hurt  by 
such  a  collapse,  starting  with  pas¬ 
tors  and  church  staff  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies  and  extending  throughout  the 
church  from  the  most  senior  bishop 
to  the  newest  member.  The  poten¬ 
tial  injuries  range  from  loss  of  live¬ 
lihood  to  loss  of  faith. 

Furthermore,  imperfect  as  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is,  it  has 
aspects  worth  carrying  forward. 

One  such  idea  is  that  of  a  “con¬ 
nection"  which 
unites  local 
congregations 
with  one  anoth¬ 
er  and  to  the 
world  as  our 
“parish,”  to 
paraphrase  our 
founder,  John 
Wesley. 

Taken  in  its 
broadest  terms 
as  a  spiritual  undergirding,  the  idea 
of  “connection”  can  greatly  benefit 
a  world  whose  sophisticated  techno¬ 
logical  links  may  dehumanize  its 
citizens. 

However,  United  Methodists  in 
many  financially-strapped  local  con¬ 
gregations  and  regional  annual  con¬ 
ferences  contend  that  the  United 
Methodist  “connection”  as  it  is  struc¬ 
tured  burdens  more  than  it  benefits. 

Does  the  financial  cost  of  “connec¬ 


tion”  necessarily  mean  that  the  idea 
has  outlived  its  usefulness?  Is  “con¬ 
nection”  as  structure  the  only  means 
to  provide  “connection”  for  mission? 

Even  more  basic  than  the  chick- 
en-or-egg  dilemma  of  structure  ver¬ 
sus  mission  is  our  understanding  of 
who  we  are:  Members  of  a  church 
or  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 

This  line  of  thinking  ultimately 
may  prove  more  crucial  to  us  than 
the  number-crunching  of  statistical 
surveys,  for  it’s  through  theological 
discourse  that  we’re  most  likely  to 
clarify  our  values  and  our  vision. 

If  we  elect  to  think  of  ourselves  as 
church  members,  then  we  will  seek 
data  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  in¬ 
stitution.  This  model  resembles  the 
“establishment 
paradigm”  of¬ 
fered  by  one  of 
the  council’s 
consultants,  the 
Rev.  Paul  Diet- 
terich  of  the 
Center  for  Parish 
Development  in 
Chicago  (see  il¬ 
lustration  at 
right). 

This  approach  appeals  to  our 
Methodist  orderliness.  It  also  offers 
our  greatest  temptation.  Amidst  an 
era  of  enormous  change,  a  society 
that  is  openly  antagonistic  to  religion 
and  a  faith  that  desperately  needs 
new  energy,  it’s  least  threatening  to 
proceed  as  if  tidying  up  the  “mess” 
will  make  everything  all  right. 

If  we  elect  to  think  of  ourselves  as 
disciples  of  Christ,  however,  then 
we  have  an  even  greater  challenge. 


We  must  discern  our  mission  and 
structure  at  all  levels  within  the 
context  of  what  Jesus  commanded 
us  to  do:  Love  God  with  all  our 
heart,  soul  and  mind  and  love  our 
neighbors  as  we  love  ourselves 
(Matthew  22:37-39,  paraphrased). 

This  task  throbs  with  risk  and 
possibility. 

It  calls  up  biblical  models:  Moses 
guides  the  Hebrews  across  the  wil¬ 
derness  to  Canaan;  Gideon  climbs 
out  of  a  hole  in  the  ground  to  lead  a 
small  army  to  a  great  victory;  Mary 
risks  her  reputation,  her  security, 
even  her  life  to  serve  God  as  the 
mother  of  the  Savior. 

This  task  requires  that  we  take 
hard  looks  at  our  foundations: 
What  we  do,  how  we  do  it,  who 
does  what  and  in  whose  name  we 
do  it — the  church  or  the  Christ  or 
some  combination  of  the  two  yet  to 
be  inspired  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Yet  it’s  at  this  most  basic  level  of 
faith  that  we — including  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  and  all  others 
charged  with  “future  studies”  for  The 
United  Methodist  Church — appro¬ 
priately  should  start. 

In  all  likelihood,  these  questions 
are  under  discussion  at  all  levels  of 
the  church  among  clergy  and  laity 
alike.  The  task  for  those  preparing 
studies  may  not  be  so  much  to  ask 
new  questions  but  to  find  out  what 
questions  are  being  asked  and  to 
discern  where  these  questions  are 
leading  us. 

The  practice  of  such  discernment 
is  more  open-ended  and  ambiguous 
than  poring  over  the  results  of  sta¬ 
tistical  surveys.  But  surely  the 
stakes  are  too  high  to  rely  solely  on 
numbers  to  chart  our  course. 


The  task  for  those 
preparing  studies  may  not 
be  so  much  to  ask  new 
questions  but  to  find  out 
what  questions  are  being 
asked  and  to  discern 
where  these  questions  are 
leading  us. 


r  The  church's 


Identity  crisis? 


_ 


f\  "paradigm"  is  the  set  of  beliefs,  attitudes  and  behaviors 
that  an  organization  expresses  about  itself  through  its  goals 
and  structures.  In  a  sense,  it  is  the  basis  of  an  organization's 
self-identity.  5ome  say  that  changes  in  society  are  forcing 
the  church  to  move  into  a  new  paradigm.  Some 
say  that  the  church  shouldn't  change. 


The  church  It  a  personal 
sanctuary.  Withdrawing 
from  the  turmoil  ot  dally  life, 
members  are  refreshed  by 
their  private  Interaction 
with  God. 


The  traditions,  doctrines  and 
practices  of  the  church  are 
useful  because  they  serve  as 
functional  guides  for  the 
development  of  individual  belief 
and  morality. 


The  clergy  are  professionals 
trained  to  facilitate  the  delivery 
of  religious  services.  Lay  people 
are  consumers  of  these 
services. 

_ $ 

The  church  can  cont 
Its  own  destiny.  It 
operates  In  a 
relatively  stable 
environment.  There¬ 
fore  It  can  take  Its 
time  making  minor. 

Incremental  changes  in 
Its  structure  and 
ministry. 

UMR  ILLUSTRATION 
BY  DEBRA  McKNICHT 


The  church  Is  "ecclesla"  -  a  public 
assembly  to  which  God  is  calling 
all  humans  to  be  transformed  Into 
the  people  ol  God.  The  church  Is 
to  proclaim  and  embody  the 
ultimate  destiny  of  all  humanity  In 
God's  perfect  society. 


The  church  cultivates  a  new 
people  whose  way  of  life 
follows  that  shown  by  the 
teachings  and  behavior 
of  Jesus  Christ. 


The  "laos"  -  lay  people  and  clergy 
together  -  are  called  to  be  a 
community  of  disciples  who 

corporately  participate  In 
the  transformed  life  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

The  church  cannot  control  its 
own  destiny  In  today's 
world.  Called  by  the 
living  God  for  mission  In 
a  turbulent  environment. 
It  doesn't  have  the  luxury 
time  to  make  the 
required  changes  Incrementally. 

Source:  " Contrasting  Theological 
Paradigms"  by  Inagrace  Dietterich 
and  Paul  Dietterich  of  The  Center 
for  Parish  Development. 


Our  job  is  to  prepare  ourselves  so  a  new  thing;  now  it  springs  forth,  do 
that  we  can  answer  affirmatively  an  you  not  perceive  it?”  (Isaiah  43:19, 
age-old  question:  “I  am  about  to  do  NRSV). 


What  others 
are  saying 

“People  say,  ‘How  can  you  be 
a  Christian  and  cover  religion 
comfortably?’  I  would  ask  them, 
‘How  can  you  be  a  political  re¬ 
porter  and  then  go  vote?’  ” 

— Peggy  Wehmeyer,  religion  re¬ 
porter  for  “ABC  World  News  To¬ 
night.”  .  .  » 

“When  I  decided  to  look  for 
work  in  televi¬ 
sion,  I  couldn’t 
«  possibly  have 
-  known  how  I 

r-\  would  be  used. 
I’ve  simply 
tried  to  be  open 
to  the  possibili¬ 
ties  God  has 
made  available  for  me.” 

—  Presbyterian  minister  Fred 
Rogers,  star  of  television’s  “Mis¬ 
ter  Rogers’  Neighborhood.” 

*  *  * 

“Real  freedom  is  not  a  condi¬ 
tion  of  govemmentally  protected 
liberty.  It  is  a  condition  of  the 
soul  which  soars  above  tyranny, 
persecution  and  death.  This  we 
celebrate  in  Christ!” 

— Jackson  Wilcox,  editor  of  Sil¬ 
ver  Wings  Christian  poetry  maga¬ 
zine,  Pearblossom,  Calif. 


We  must  open  our  hearts  to  both  Tutsis  and  Hutus 


It  was  with  a  sick  heart  that  1  read 
Cynthia  B.  Astle’s  article  “Bishops: 
Burundi  war  bears  down  on  church" 
(see  UMR,  April  15).  My  heart  goes 
out  to  Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa 
and  to  the  family  of  the  bishop’s  assis¬ 
tant  who  was  killed,  as  well  as  to  those 
of  any  other  United  Methodists  who 
have  been  killed. 

I  also  grieve  for  the  many  Tutsis 
who  have  died.  The  article  would 
lead  one  to  feel  that  the  Tutsis  are 
evil  people  who  want  to  make 
slaves  of  or  annihilate  Hutus.  My 
experience  with  Tutsis  is  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that. 

My  daughter  was  in  the  Peace 
Corps  and  is  married  to  a  Tutsi.  His 
sister,  who  was  with  the  post  office 
in  Kigali,  Rwanda,  was  married  to  a 
Hutu.  We  have  no  idea  whether  she 
and  her  husband  and  children  are 
living  or  dead. 

I  pray  that  we,  as  United  Method¬ 
ists,  can  recognize  that  there  are 
two  sides  to  this  conflict  and  that 
one  side  is  not  all  right  and  the  oth¬ 
er  all  wrong.  Both  Hutus  and  Tutsis 
are  God’s  people.  Just  because  The 
United  Methodist  Church  has  not 
reached  many  Tutsis  does  not  re¬ 
move  them  from  that  reality. 

We  hope  that  United  Methodists 
will  open  their  hearts  to  all  of  God’s 


Earlier  this  year,  refugees  fled  Burundi  for  Rwanda,  now  itself  em¬ 
broiled  in  violence.  A  reader  in  Maine  contends  that  United  Meth¬ 
odists  must  care  about  all  people  caught  in  Central  African 
violence,  even  those  who  commit  massacres  (see  letter  at  left). 


children  in  Burundi,  Rwanda  and 
Zaire — even  those  who  have  perpe¬ 
trated  the  massacres.  The  latter 
probably  need  our  prayers  even 
more  than  the  dead  and  wounded, 
especially  if  peace  is  to  come. 

I  ask  you  to  help  put  things  right 


Pontius'  Puddle 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


in  the  news  from  Burundi  and 
Rwanda:  to  recognize  that  there  are 
two  sides,  to  understand  the  Tutsi 
pain  as  well  as  the  Hutu  pain,  and 
to  realize  that  when  John  Wesley 
said,  “The  world  is  my  parish,”  he 
would  have  included  both  the  Tutsi 
and  the  Hutu  in  that  world,  just  as 
Christ  does. 

Phyllis  S.  Williams 
Bangor,  Maine 

See  related  story  about  Rwanda  on 
page  3. 

Christ-centered  theology 

In  response  to  the  statement  of 
“A  Time  of  Hope,  A  Time  of 
Threat”  (see  UMR,  March  18): 

I  am  thankful  for  the  dedicated 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Jesus  said  to  them,  “I  am  the 
bread  of  life;  he  who  comes  to  me 
shall  not  hunger;  and  he  who  be¬ 
lieves  in  me  shall  never  thirst.” 


Book 


Ronald  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Psalms  118:17) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  1 

Sunday:  Psalms  22:25-26 
Monday:  Psalms  22:27-31 
Tuesday:  Acts  8:26-31 
Wednesday:  Acts  8:32-40 
Thursday:  1  John  4:7-12 
Friday:  1  John  4:13-21 
Saturday:  John  15:1-8 


leadership  of  men  and  women  who 
through  the  Methodist  Church  nur¬ 
tured  me  from  infancy  in  New  Tes¬ 
tament  theology  and  pointed  me  to 
the  saving  grace  of  God’s  salvation 
through  Jesus  Christ. 

I  pray  that  our  present  church 
leadership,  more  equally  shared 
with  women,  can  be  under  the 
Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ,  empow¬ 
ered  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  grounded  in 
New  Testament  theology  (no  “So¬ 
phia  imagery”). 

I  believe  that  women  and  men 
recognize  the  absence  of  spiritual 
fervor  in  our  church  for  the  last  de¬ 
cade  or  two  and  want  to  correct 
what  is  lacking  in  our  spiritual  feed¬ 
ing  and  we  need  the  wind  of  the 
Spirit  to  move  us.  However,  let  us 
build  on  a  firm  foundation.  Any 
theology  other  than  that  based  on 
Jesus  will  be  “the  gospel  according 
to  you  or  me.” 

Mabel  H.  Gorman 
Ocean  City,  New  Jersey 

Spoiled  illusion 

Forty  years  of  framing  and  never 
saw  a  smiling  Christ!  Now  your 
March  18  issue  spoils  my  illusion! 
Thanks — I  guess. 

Must  the  Christian  Religion 
Always  Be  Sad? 

I’m  90  years  old  and  my  life  is 
getting  fainter. 

In  my  next  incarnation,  1  want  to 
be  a  painter! 

I  won’t  be  a  rich  man,  I  won’t  be  a 
saint. 

There’s  just  one  picture  I  want  to 
paint! 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


In  all  my  years  of  framing,  I’ve 
never  seen  it  done. 

Maybe  when  I  do  it,  it  will  be  the 
only  one! 

I’ll  get  the  finest  canvas  and 
stretch  it  very  tight, 

And  buy  some  sable  brushes  and 
paints  that  are  just  right. 

I’ll  hang  it  in  a  great  museum, 
framed  and  tightly  vised. 

Folks  will  say,  “Oh — Ward’s  warm 
and  SMILING  Christ!” 

And  every  one  who  looks  at  Him 
will  wear  a  happy  smile! 

1  think  my  incarnation  would  then 
be  worth  the  while! 

Carleton  Ward 
Winfield,  Kansas 

Editor’s  note:  Cal  Samra,  co-founder 
of  the  Fellowship  of  Merry  Christians, 
reports  that  hundreds  of  requests  have 
been  received  for  copies  of  Jack 
Jewell's  "The  Risen  Christ  by  the 
Sea"  in  response  to  the  March  18  arti¬ 
cle  to  which  the  above  letter  refers. 
More  information  may  be  obtained 
by  writing  the  fellowship,  P.O.  Box 
895,  Portage.  MI.  49081. 


Address  letters  for  publication  t 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  Unite i 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Bo 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
or  fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 


Evangelism  and 


ang 
Membership 

You  will  connect  with  members  and  constituents 
within  your  immediate  parish,  also  those  beyond 
your  immediate  geographical  limits,  with  a 
nationally  published  newspaper  with  you  as 
front  page  news! 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Chapter  Verse 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 
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ART  STOLEN:  Faith  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Los  Angeles  is  seeking  the  public’s 
help  in  recovering  over  $2,250  in  African-reli¬ 
gious  art  prints  stolen  April  12  or  13.  One 
item,  an  African  image  of  Jesus  Christ,  is  val¬ 
ued  at  $1,500.  Three  other  objects  were  stolen. 
The  church’s  motto  is  “Unashamedly  African- 
American,  Unapologetically  Christian.”  Sever¬ 
al  years  ago  the  church  began  replacing  its 
Eurocentric  art  with  African-American  art. 

HISPANIC  PLAN  IGNORED?:  Con¬ 
cern  that  some  annual  conferences  are  drag¬ 
ging  their  feet  on  implementing  the  churchwide 
Hispanic  Plan  was  expressed  during  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Hispanic  caucus,  MARCHA. 
Caucus  leaders  also  said  some  churchwide 
'  agencies  are  using  funds  from  the  General 
Conference-approved  Hispanic  Plan  to  fund 
projects,  events  or  publications  that  should  be 
funded  from  their  regular  budgets. 

UMCOR  AIDS  REFUGEES:  United 

Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  aid  for  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  refugees  fleeing  violence 
in  Rwanda  will  be  centered  in  Nairobi,  Kenya. 
Food  will  be  procured  and  delivered  from  that 
center.  In  addition,  UMCOR  is  arranging  a 
shipment  of  food  for  Uvira,  the  border  zone 
between  Zaire  and  Burundi.  Meanwhile,  the 
agency  continues  grants  to  Burundi  United 
Methodist  refugees  in  exile.  Donations  for  ref¬ 
ugees  may  be  made  through  local  United 
Methodist  churches  and  designated  for  Ad¬ 
vance  #110265-1,  Burundi/Rwanda  (see  related 
story  on  this  page). 

CHURCH  UNION  TOP  EXEC:  The 

Consultation  on  Church  Union  has  named  the 
Rev.  Daniell  Hamby  general  secretary.  Dr. 

Hamby  was  ordained  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  U.S.A.  and  is  a  postulant  for  Holy  Or¬ 
ders  in  The  Episcopal  Church.  In  its  32-year 
history,  the  consultation  has  had  four  general 
secretaries:  The  Rev.  Paul  Crow,  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ);  the  Rev.  Gerald 
Moede,  United  Methodist,  and  the  Rev.  David 
Taylor,  Presbyterian  Church  U.S.A. 

BAD  WEATHER  HURTS  SALES:  Se- 

vere  winter  weather  and  a  string  of  natural  di¬ 
sasters  were  partly  to  blame  for  reduced 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  sales  dur¬ 
ing  the  six  months  ending  Jan.  31,  according 
to  President  and  Publisher  Robert  K.  Feaster. 
Revenues  of  almost  $48.3  million  for  the  period 
were  about  $2  million  (4  percent)  below  budget 
projections  but  stayed  about  even  with  the 
same  period  of  the  previous  fiscal  year,  Mr. 
Feaster  told  the  General  Board  of  Publication 
at  its  recent  meeting  in  Houston. 

CYCLONE  CALAMITY:  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  Mozambique  “still  have  hope”  follow¬ 
ing  a  March  cyclone  that  destroyed  the 
northern  part  of  the  country.  That’s  the  report 
of  the  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day  of  Ridgefield, 

Conn.,  who  led  an  April  17-19  inspection  for 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

He  said  the  cities  of  Nacala  and  Ilha  de  Mo¬ 
zambique  were  most  severely  damaged,  along 
with  rural  areas  of  the  Nampula  province.  The 
inspection  team  included  the  Rev.  James  Fitz¬ 
gerald  of  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  and  Barbara 
Edwards,  chairperson  of  the  New  York  Annual 
Conference  global  concerns  commission. 

BONHOEFFER'S  LETTERS:  Abingdon 

Press,  a  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
imprint,  has  won  North  American  rights  to 
publish  love  letters  exchanged  by  martyred 
German  theologian  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer  and 
his  fiancee,  Maria  von  Wedemeyer.  President 
and  publisher  Robert  K.  Feaster  of  Nashville 
announced  the  acquisition  during  the  April  8-9 
meeting  of  the  denomination’s  Board  of  Publi¬ 
cation.  The  book’s  scheduled  spring  1995  pub¬ 
lication  date  coincides  with  50th-anniversary 
observances  of  Bonhoeffer’s  death. 

MAJOR  BEQUEST:  United  Methodist- 
related  Wesleyan  College  in  Macon,  Ga.,  re¬ 
cently  received  the  largest  bequest  in  its  history, 
$3.7  million.  The  gift  followed  by  weeks  an 
earlier  gift  of  $1.5  million.  The  latest  gift  is 
from  the  estate  of  Anna  Persons  Hill,  who  at¬ 
tended  the  school  in  the  1920s.  Funds  are  re¬ 
stricted  to  provide  new  scholarships. 


Pastor  in  South  Africa:  'This  killing  is  crazy' 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

The  biggest  post-election  chal¬ 
lenge  for  the  church  in  South  Af¬ 
rica  will  be  to  develop  ministries 
of  reconciliation  before  a  “pow- 
derkeg  of  violence  explodes”  fol¬ 
lowing  armed  conflicts  between 
political  parties. 

That’s  the  assessment  of  the 
Rev.  L.  Charles  Stovall,  pastor  of 
Camp  Wisdom  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas,  who  is  in  South 
Africa  as  an  official  monitor  of 
that  country’s  first  free  and  multi¬ 
racial  elections. 

Mr.  Stovall  and  Wayne 
Cowan,  a  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  executive  from 
New  York,  are  the  only  United 
Methodists  in  the  Ecumenical 
Monitoring  Program  in  South 
Africa  (EMPSA).  A  California 
couple,  Barbara  and  Victor 
Ulmer,  were  misidentified  earlier 
as  United  Methodists.  They  are 
Quakers  who  worship  with  a 
United  Methodist  congregation. 

All  are  part  of  a  20-member 
team  sponsored  by  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  USA. 

Mr.  Stovall  was  deployed  to 
the  township  of  Soweto,  some  20 
miles  west  of  Johannesburg.  Mr. 
Cowan  was  deployed  to  the  King 
Williams  town  in  the  apartheid- 
created  black  homeland  of  Cis- 
kei.  The  town  is  45  miles  off  the 


coastal  city  of  East  London. 

In  a  telephone  interview,  the 
Dallas  minister  said  there  is  great 
jubilation  that  South  African 
blacks  have 
been  allowed 
to  have  a 
voice  in 
choosing 
their  elected 
leaders. 

However, 
he  said,  there 
are  addition- 
L.  Charles  Stovall  al  anxieties 
among  the  poor — especially  resi¬ 
dents  of  migrant  worker  hos¬ 
tels — that  they  will  be  ignored 
once  a  new  president  comes  into 
power. 

Under  South  Africa’s  legalized 
segregation  system  known  as 
apartheid,  thousands  of  blacks 
were  forced  to  migrate  to  cities  to 
find  work  but  were  not  allowed 
to  live  there. 

Dormitory-like  dwellings  or 
hostels  were  created  for  men  to 
live  in  and  commute  to  and  from 
work  while  their  families  stayed 
in  villages  back  home.  An  esti¬ 
mated  55,000  men  live  in  nine 
major  hostel  communities  in 
South  Africa. 

Prior  to  the  April  26-28  elec¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Stovall  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Soweto  team  visited 
one  of  the  largest  hostels  to  listen 
to  concerns  of  members  of  the  In- 
katha  Freedom  Party  living  there. 


The  team  was  told  that  the  res¬ 
idence  was  built  for  3,000  men 
but  houses  about  7,000. 

“Our  team  was  shocked  at  the 
horrible  conditions  there,”  said 
Mr.  Stovall.  “There  were  20-40 
people  sleeping  in  a  room.  They 
hated  society  for  what  it  had 
done  to  them. 

“These  men  are  illiterate;  they 
have  no  social  services  and  no 
faith.” 

“The  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa  through  the  Rev. 
Mvume  Dandala  [of  Johannes¬ 
burg]  has  taken  the  lead  in  start¬ 
ing  ministries  with  hostel 
dwellers.  But  I  hope  all  the 
churches  look  seriously  at  the 
need  to  push  the  new  govern¬ 
ment  to  humanize  the  hostel  situ¬ 
ation.  That  will  be  the  key  to  the 
freedom  of  South  Africa.” 

Mr.  Stovall  said  problems  like 
these  are  what  unleashes  “the 
pent-up  anger”  of  the  members 
of  rival  parties  because  ultimate¬ 
ly  the  men  will  blame  an  oppos¬ 
ing  party  for  their  woes  and 
cause  more  killings. 

“We  visited  one  woman  who 
had  a  great  future  as  a  singer  in  a 
gospel  choir,”  he  said.  “A  few  days 
later  we  learned  that  she  was  killed 
in  the  midst  of  senseless  violence. 
So  a  local  minister  and  I  had  to  go 
over  to  her  house  to  tell  her 
daughters  that  she  was  dead. 

“This  killing  is  just  crazy.” 


United  Methodists  in 

South  Africa 


'  Two  United  Methodists  are  part 
of  an  ecumenical  team  asked  by 
the  South  African  government 
to  observe  the  election  process 
In  that  country.  The  320-member 
international  team  has  been 
deployed  to  three  regional  areas. 

As  part  of  that  team,  the  Rev.  L. 
Charles  Stovall  Is  In  Soweto.  Wayne 
Cowan  Is  In  King  Williams  Town. 

At  least  100  other  United 
Methodists  are  also  In  South 
Africa  to  observe  the  elections. 


JiL. 


UM  board  asks  Clinton  to  quit 
ignoring  the  bloodshed  in  Africa 


RNS  PHOTO 

NAIROBI — An  American  official  directs  western  citizens  to¬ 
ward  a  convoy  of  busses  at  Nairobi  airport  after  they  were 
evacuated  from  war-torn  Rwanda. 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Contributing  Editor 

NEW  YORK— The  United 
Methodist  churchwide  mission 
board  urged  President  Clinton 
and  Secretary  of  State  Warren 
Christopher  last  week  to  help 
halt  bloodshed  in  the  African  na¬ 
tions  of  Burundi  and  Rwanda. 

In  separate  two-page  letters  to 
Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Christopher, 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  directors  noted  the  recent 
deaths  of  Burundi  President  Cy- 
prien  Ntaryamira  and  Rwanda 
President  Juvenal  Habyarimana 
in  a  “suspicious  plane  crash.” 

The  resulting  potential,  the  let¬ 
ters  said,  "for  a  full-scale  civil 
war  with  thousands  of  others  fac¬ 
ing  death  as  well ...  is  a  grim  re¬ 
ality.  . . .  We  are  concerned  that 
the  international  community  has 
displayed  or  expressed  very  little 
concern  other  than  the  evacua¬ 
tion  of  their  own  nationals.” 

The  letters  stated  that  neglect 
of  the  deteriorating  situation  in¬ 
volving  warfare  between  the 
Tutsi  and  Hutu  tribes  is  “espe¬ 
cially  difficult  to  understand  in 
light  of  the  fact  that  our  govern¬ 
ment  has  given  so  much  time  and 
attention  to  human  carnage  in 
other  parts  of  the  world.” 


Board  of  Global 
Ministries  directors 
noted  the  recent  deaths 
of  Burundi's  and 
Rwanda's  presidents. 


“. . .  [We]  appeal  to  you  to  use 
the  power  of  your  office  to  initi¬ 
ate  action  that  will  bring  this 
senselessness  to  an  end,”  the  let¬ 
ters  said. 

Specifically,  the  letters  called 
for  the  U.S.  government  to: 

■  Insist  that  all  armed  hostil¬ 
ities  come  to  an  immediate  end; 

■  Back  an  independent  inqui¬ 
ry  into  the  deaths  of  the  Burundi¬ 
an  and  Rwandan  presidents; 

■  Work  with  the  international 
community  to  stop  military  aid 
to  both  countries; 

■  Work  with  African  countries 
of  goodwill  to  bring  peace  to  the 
area;  and 

■  Cooperate  with  African 
countries  and  the  international 
community  to  bring  about  mili¬ 
tary  reforms. 

The  two  letters  were  approved 
April  20  by  the  board’s  77-mem¬ 
ber  executive  committee,  meeting 


in  lieu  of  the  180-member  full 
board  as  a  cost-cutting  measure. 

In  other  actions,  the  executive 
committee: 

•f  Sent  letters  to  bishops  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico 
and  to  Samuel  Ruiz  Garcia, 
Archbishop  of  the  Chiapas  (Mex¬ 
ico)  Diocese  of  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church,  “in  support  and 
concern  for  the  people  of  Mexico 
in  response  to  the  recent  violence 
in  that  country”; 

y  Sent  a  letter  to  Bishop  M. 
Stanley  Mogoba,  presiding  bish¬ 
op  of  The  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa,  in  “support  and 
celebration”  on  the  eve  of  South 
Africa’s  first  multiracial  demo¬ 
cratic  elections; 

y  Authorized  further  imple¬ 
mentation  of  a  resolution  adopt¬ 
ed  at  the  board’s  October  1993 
annual  meeting  opposing  tobacco 
sales  to  third  world  countries; 

y  Heard  an  update  regarding 
the  work  of  a  task  force  seeking  a 
new  site  for  relocation  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  from  New  York  City.  The 
task  force,  authorized  by  the 
church’s  1992  legislative  General 
Conference,  has  identified  a 
“long  list”  of  23  cities  that  meet 
its  basic  criteria  for  relocation. 


Bishop  scolds  media  coverage  of  controversial  conference 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

STAMFORD,  Conn. — Prayers 
for  the  unity  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  are  mocked 
by  “abusive  and  inflammatory 
rhetoric”  over  participation  in  a 
controversial  ecumenical  confer¬ 
ence,  according  to  Bishop  Dan 
Solomon  of  Oklahoma  City. 

Bishop  Solomon — presiding 
over  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  executive 
committee — decried  the  lack  of 


real  dialogue  in  the  aftermath  of 
the  November  “RE-imagining” 
Conference  in  Minneapolis. 

“In  an  age  of  tabloid  sensa¬ 
tionalism,  United  Methodism’s 
serious  theological  discussions 
deserve  better  resolution  than  in 
a  war  of  words  fought  with 
threatening  editorials,  superficial 
news  reports,  biased  commentary 
and  malicious  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor,”  he  declared. 

He  suggested  that  before  some 
segments  of  the  church  become 


disturbed  about  an  event  “or  per¬ 
ceived  error  or  irregularity,”  they 
should  explore  reconciliation  or 
at  least  try  to  gain  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  what  actually  took 
place. 

Good  News  magazine,  which 
represents  theologically  conser¬ 
vative  United  Methodists,  has 
been  harsh  in  its  criticism  of 
women  who  participated  in  the 
RE-imagining  Conference.  It 
started  a  write-in  campaign  to 
the  board’s  Women’s  Division 


and  lodged  complaints  with  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

Bishop  Solomon  pointed  out 
that  media  and  mass  mailing 
campaigns  are  both  inadequate 
and  inconsistent  “with  long-cher¬ 
ished  Christian  principles  for  the 
discernment  of  truth  or  error.” 

According  to  the  bishop,  the 
church  has  established  channels 
to  identify  and  deal  with  “im¬ 
proper  action,  doctrinal  disobe¬ 
dience  or  violation  of  General 
Conference-adopted  standards.” 


Most  criticism  has  been  direct¬ 
ed  at  the  Women’s  Division. 
During  the  division  meeting, 
Joyce  Sohl,  chief  executive, 
shared  some  of  her  mail  about 
the  RE-imagining  Conference. 

According  to  Ms.  Sohl,  “mean- 
spirited”  letters  accused  United 
Methodist  participants  of  being 
involved  in  “rituals  of  Sophia 
worship,”  “standing  ovations  of 
lesbianism”  and  “paganism,” 
and  of  being  “mental  cases  . . . 
filthy  and  lost.” 


Mission  agency  seeking  salve  for  Russia's  long-time  radiation  ills 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

STAMFORD,  Conn. — As  part  of  its  mis¬ 
sion  work  in  the  former  Soviet  Union,  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  delivered  medicines  and 
equipment  and  established  partner  relation¬ 
ships  with  health-related  institutions  in  Ka¬ 
zakhstan,  a  now-independent  republic. 

Board  staff  and  directors  also  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  address  a  more  specific  health 
problem  there — continuing  effects  of  long¬ 
term  radiation  exposure  to  the  population 
in  the  region  surrounding  the  city  of  Semi- 
palatinsk. 

During  the  board’s  recent  executive 


committee  meeting,  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent,  general  secretary,  told  directors 
that  engaging  in  “a  serious  dialogue  about 
issues  of  (scientific)  data”  was  a  new  fron¬ 
tier  for  the  agency. 

Presiding  Bishop  Dan  Solomon  of  Okla¬ 
homa  City  noted  that  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  heritage  is  one  “that  unites  soul  and 
body”  and  includes  the  founding  of  hospi¬ 
tals  and  orphanages  as  well  as  schools  and 
churches. 

The  board  arranged  for  a  parallel  meet¬ 
ing  of  three  Kazakhstan  doctors  and  10 
U.S.  scientists  during  its  own  meeting. 

In  introducing  the  doctors  to  Global  Min¬ 
istries  directors,  Cathie  Lyons,  chief  execu¬ 


tive  of  the  board’s  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Department,  spoke  of  how  open 
they  had  been  in  sharing  their  research. 

Their  data  dealt  with  how  40  years  of  se¬ 
cret  nuclear  explosions  conducted  by  the 
Soviet  government  had  led  to  numerous 
health  problems  and  genetic  defects  of  res¬ 
idents  there. 

“We  have  been  taken  to  small  rooms 
where  mothers  have  shown  us  their  chil¬ 
dren  .  . .  and  the  effects  of  nuclear  testing 
on  their  bodies,”  Ms.  Lyons  said. 

Bakhyt  Tumenova,  co-director  of  the 
Semipalatinsk  Regional  Department  of 
Health,  told  the  board  that  1 10,000  people 
in  the  region  were  directly  exposed  to  nu¬ 


clear  explosions  and  another  300,000  have 
suffered  second-  and  third-generation  ef¬ 
fects  of  that  radiation  exposure. 

“More  and  more  children  are  bom  with 
birth  defects,”  she  said. 

Boris  Gusev,  director  of  the  Kazakh  Scien¬ 
tific  Research  Institute  of  Radiation  Medi¬ 
cine  and  Ecology,  said  he  was  one  of  the  few 
people  aware  of  the  environmental  effects  of 
the  secret  nuclear  tests  and  the  “lack  of  ele¬ 
mentary  standards  of  radioactive  safety” 
during  the  40-year  period. 

“Only  now  can  we  talk  openly  about 
part  of  those  studies,  which  were  closed 
for  years,”  he  said. 


Besides  problems  like  premature  aging 
and  the  cancers  that  began  five  to  six  years 
after  exposure,  research  has  shown  that 
people  in  the  Semipalatinsk  region  have 
chromosomal  damage  at  a  rate  10  times 
higher  than  in  other  parts  of  the  republic, 
according  to  Mr.  Gusev. 

Infant  mortality  rates  also  are  considera¬ 
bly  higher,  according  to  Zhaksibay  Zhu- 
madilov,  deputy  professor  and  head  of  the 
surgical  department  at  the  Semipalatinsk 
State  Medical  Institute. 

Stomach,  liver  and  thyroid  cancers  and 
endocrinological  diseases  also  are  more 
prevalent,  he  said. 
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SITES  SELECTED:  More  than  100  sites 
across  the  United  States  have  been  established 
for  a  satellite  uplink  with  the  April  30  evening 
program  of  the  United  Methodist  Women’s  As¬ 
sembly  in  Cincinnati.  The  live  broadcast  will 
feature  Carolyn  Johnson  of  West  Lafayette, 
Ind.,  national  president  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  and  include  performances  by  a  com¬ 
bined  choir  and  children’s  dance  group  and 
videotaped  excerpts  from  the  assembly. 

FAITH  AND  FINE  ARTS:  A  new  quar¬ 
terly  magazine  that  focuses  on  Christian  ex¬ 
pressions  in  fine  arts  in  the  Midwest  debuted 
recently  in  Chicago.  Christianity  and  the  Arts 
explores  diverse  expressions  in  Catholic,  Prot¬ 
estant  and  Orthodox  faiths,  said  publisher  and 
editor  Marci  Whitney-Schenck.  The  publica¬ 
tion’s  editorial  advisory  board  includes  the 
Rev.  Gerald  Forshey,  a  clergy  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Northern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference  and  a  longtime  contributor  to  The 
Christian  Century  on  religion,  media  and  arts. 

REGIONAL  MEETINGS:  Dates  and 
meeting  places  of  68  United  Methodist  annual 
(regional)  conferences  in  the  United  States  and 
22  of  the  conferences  in  Europe  and  Africa  have 
been  released  by  the  church’s  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration.  U.S.  sessions 
will  begin  May  1 3  when  the  Red  Bird  Mission¬ 
ary  Conference  convenes  in  Thousandsticks, 
Ky.,  and  conclude  June  26  with  adjournment 
of  the  Califomia-Nevada  conference  in  Sacra¬ 
mento,  Calif. 

19  GRANTS  GIVEN:  Ten  congregation- 
based  proposals  were  among  19  recently  ap¬ 
proved  for  funding  by  the  United  Methodist 
General  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

The  commission’s  executive  committee  ap¬ 
proved  1 9  grants  with  a  total  value  of 
$231,500  via  conference  call.  These  were  se¬ 
lected  from  1 1 6  proposals. 

PUBLICISTS  ELECT:  United  Methodists 

have  been  elected  to  the  two  top  posts  for  the 
Religious  Public  Relations  Council  (RPRC),  the 
oldest  professional  public  relations  organiza¬ 
tion  in  the  United  States.  Elected  president 
during  the  association’s  recent  annual  conven¬ 
tion  was  the  Rev.  Daniel  R.  Gangler  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  Neb.,  director  of  communications  for  the 
Nebraska  Annual  Conference.  Elected  vice- 
president  was  Shirley  Whipple  Struchen  of 
New  York,  director  of  conference. services  and 
communication  education  for  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications  (UMCom). 

GOLFER  SPEAKS:  Members  of  St. 
Mark’s  Washington  Road  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Augusta,  Ga.,  heard  Tom  Lehman, 
then  the  leader  in  the  Masters  Golf  Tourna¬ 
ment  being  held  nearby,  give  the  message  dur¬ 
ing  Sunday  worship  service  April  10.  Mr. 
Lehman,  35,  of  Scottsdale,  Ariz.,  finished  sec¬ 
ond  in  the  tournament,  his  highest  finish  in 
one  of  the  four  tournaments  considered  “ma¬ 
jors”  by  American  golfers. 


Church  leaders  seeking  laity's  vision 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.— Some 
United  Methodists  drove  three 
hours  recently  for  the  chance  to 
tell  church  leaders  what  they 


think  should  be  the  future  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Nearly  80  pastors  and  laypeo- 
ple  joined  some  members  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries 
April  17  for  a  two-hour  “Listen¬ 


ing  to  the  Church”  event. 

The  gathering  was  the  first 
such  consultation  scheduled  as 
part  of  a  study  on  the  church’s 
future  being  conducted  by  the 
council,  which  coordinates  pro- 
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SYRACUSE,  N.Y. — The  Rev.  Joan  Archambeau  (center),  pastor  of  Immanuel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Camillus,  N.Y.,  and  two  lay  members  of  the  church,  Wendy  Rhodehamel  and  Steve 
Colton,  complete  a  “Listening  to  the  Church"  survey.  The  three  were  among  nearly  80  New 
York  United  Methodists  from  five  regional  annual  conferences  who  responded  to  an  invitation 
to  share  their  views  on  the  church's  future  at  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  meeting  (see 
adjacent  story). 


grams  churchwide. 

Invited  were  representatives  of 
five  of  the  church’s  regional  units 
in  the  Northeast:  Western  New 
York,  North  Central  New  York, 
New  York  (primarily  New  York 
City  and  its  suburbs),  Troy  (eastern 
New  York  and  western  Vermont) 
and  Wyoming  (south-central  New 
York  and  north-central  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  along  the  Wyoming  River  val¬ 
ley). 

Glenda  Eoyang  of  Circle  Pines, 
Minn.,  a  specialist  in  systems 
transformation  who  is  serving  as 
a  study  consultant,  said  partici¬ 
pants  were  asked  to  identify: 

■  Challenges  facing  the 
church; 

■  Trends  in  society  to  which 
the  church  must  respond; 

■  A  vision  toward  which  the 
church  should  move  in  the  next 
10  to  15  years; 

■  Vitality  in  the  church  to  be 
celebrated; 

■  Changes  in  the  organization 
of  the  church;  and 

■  Hopes  for  the  future. 

Participants  in  12  discussion 

groups  consistently  identified  spir¬ 
itual  formation  for  individuals 
and  local  congregations  as  a  top 
priority. 

The  Rev.  Mark  L.  Dorff,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  El  Paso  Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  New  Mexico  Annual 
Conference,  said  his  group  ex¬ 
pressed  a  great  concern  about 
“the  integrity  of  the  body  of 
Christ. 

“They  found  our  approach  to 
hierarchy  in  the  church  to  be  a 
problem,”  he  said. 

In  response  to  the  business 
trend  of  corporate  “down-sizing” 
or  “right-sizing,”  Mr.  Dorff  add¬ 


ed,  his  group  had  a  vision  of  the 
church  as  a  “lean,  mean,  faith¬ 
ful”  organization  of  “people  who 
take  risks.” 

Among  other  views  expressed 
by  participants: 

■/The  church  fails  to  bring 
people  into  ongoing  relationship 
with  Jesus  Christ.  It  fails  to  train 
new  Christians  adequately.  And 
it  fails  to  go  where  people  are  in 
need. 

/  The  church  should  focus  on 
how  to  boost  the  awareness  and 
meet  the  spiritual  needs  of  a  sec¬ 
ularized  society  that  doesn’t 
know — or  doesn’t  think  it  needs 
to  know — about  God. 

/  Small-group  efforts  such  as 
Covenant  Discipleship  and  Class 
Leaders  are  benefiting  local  con¬ 
gregations. 

/  The  polarization  of  the 
church  into  political  factions  is 
splitting  the  denomination  and 
contributing  to  a  lack  of  direction. 

/  United  Methodism’s  sys¬ 
tem  of  frequently  moving  pastors 
should  be  scrapped  in  favor  of  a 
strategy  that  would  give  congre¬ 
gations  and  pastors  time  to  de¬ 
velop  long-range  ministries. 

/  Terms  of  bishops  should  be 
limited,  rather  than  life-long  as 
they  are  now. 

/  Local  church  members  per¬ 
ceive  that  the  higher  one  rises  in 
the  church  hierarchy,  the  less 
Christ-centered  one’s  faith  be¬ 
comes. 

United  Methodists  who  would 
like  to  contribute  their  views  to 
the  future  study  may  write  to  Har¬ 
old  E.  Wright,  Connectional  Issues 
Study,  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  601  W.  Riverside  Ave.,  Day- 
ton,  OH  45406. 


Secretary  in  key  position  for  ministry ,  says  speaker 


"We  have  moved  way  beyond  the  basic 
secretarial  skills  to  feeding  the  person  inside 
who  is  in  ministry." 


— Sherry  Heath 


By  CHERYL  EDWARDS 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

OVERLAND  PARK,  Kan.— 
Affirming  their  own  ministry  in 
the  church.  United  Methodist 
church  secretaries  recently 
moved  beyond  skill  development 
to  tackle  tough  issues  such  as  sex¬ 
ual  harassment  and  grief. 

Addressing  the  annual  Profes¬ 
sional  Association  of  United 
Methodist  Church  Secretaries 
meeting  were  the  Rev.  Stephanie 
Anna  Hixon  of  Evanston,  Ill.,  a 
staff  executive  for  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women; 
the  Rev.  Robert  Deits,  author  of 
Life  After  Loss  and  pastor  of 


Velda  Rose  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Mesa,  Ariz.;  and  his 
wife,  June. 

In  a  seminar  on  “Living  as  a 
Sensitive  Servant,”  Ms.  Hixon 
said  church  secretaries  are  in  key 
positions  to  help  liberate  people 
from  fear,  a  common  response  to 
sexual  harassment. 

She  stressed  the  importance  of 
establishing  boundaries  and  ad¬ 
dressing  sexual  harassment  issues 
openly,  honestly  and  with  integrity 
in  their  working  relationships. 

An  employee  is  at  a  greater 
risk  for  harassment  when  job  de¬ 
scriptions  or  personnel  policies 
and  procedures  to  address  sexual 
harassment  are  lacking,  when  ex¬ 


pectations  are  unclear,  or  when 
he  or  she  reports  to  a  single  su¬ 
pervisor  without  support  through 
a  committee,  Ms.  Hixon  said. 

Comparing  the  work  place  to  a 
playground,  she  noted  that  pa¬ 
rameters  can  be  freeing. 

Likewise,  “with  a  stated  code 
of  ethical  agreements,  you  know 
what  to  expect  in  each  other. 
You  are  freer  to  live,”  she  added. 

The  association,  affiliated  with 


the  church’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  has 
400  members  including  21  chap¬ 
ters. 

“We  have  moved  way  beyond 
the  basic  secretarial  skills  to  feed¬ 
ing  the  person  inside  who  is  in 
ministry,”  said  Sherry  Heath  of 
Piqua,  Ohio,  a  past  president  of 
the  group. 

Ms.  Hixon  and  Mr.  Deits  said 
sexual  harassment  and  grief  have 


much  in  common. 

People  tend  to  ignore  unpleas¬ 
ant  experiences,  he  said,  pretend¬ 
ing  that  nothing  has  happened 
when  someone  dies. 

“Grief  is  the  last  act  of  love 
given  to  someone  we  care 
about,”  he  said.  A  clergy  move, 
the  end  of  a  marriage  or  a  rela¬ 
tionship  or  the  loss  of  a  job  or 
even  a  limb  should  be  recognized 
as  events  when  grief  is  necessary, 
he  said. 

Mr.  Deits  stressed  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  understanding  that  ma¬ 
jor  loss  is  an  inevitable  part  of 
life.  He  said  understanding  grief 
and  related  use  and  abuse  also  is 
important. 


What  do  congregations  want  from  a  pastor? 


PHOTO  BV  LEE  A.  MEYER 

A  United  Methodist  minister  preaches  to  his  church's  congregation. 
According  to  a  retired  seminary  professor  who  has  taught  genera¬ 
tions  of  pastors,  laypersons  most  want  a  preacher  who  can  help 
them  experience  God  (see  adjoining  story). 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Ask  church  mem¬ 
bers  what  they  want  in  a  pastor  and 
you’ll  get  predictable  answers,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  retired  seminary  pro¬ 
fessor  who  has  taught  generations  of 
pastors. 

Speaking  to  more  than  400  clergy 
attending  “Proclamation  ’94”  in 
Nashville  recently,  the  Rev.  Fred  B. 
Craddock  said  laypersons  most 
want  a  pastor  who  can  “help  us  ex¬ 
perience  God.” 

Dr.  Craddock,  professor  emeritus 
of  preaching  and  New  Testament  at 
United  Methodist-related  Candler 
School  of  Theology  at  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Atlanta,  was  one  of  four 
lecturers,  five  worship  leaders  and 
dozens  of  workshop  leaders  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  conference  sponsored 
by  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  and  the  denomination’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Dr.  Craddock  said  the  conference 
theme — “Re-claiming  the  spiritual 
power  of  preaching” — “puts 
preaching  where  it  belongs — on  the 
faith  life  of  the  church  and  the  faith 
life  of  the  preacher.” 

'Deaf  and  blind' 

Pastors  can  easily  get  caught  up  in 
day-to-day  parish  responsibilities  and 
“become  deaf  and  blind  to  sights  that 
once  thrilled  us,”  he  warned. 

“Our  congregations  know  if  we 
have  a  deep  moral  and  spiritual  com¬ 
mitment  to  what  we  say,”  he  said. 

The  expressed  goal  of  Dr.  Crad¬ 
dock’s  lecture  was  to  help  pastors 
preach  “valedictory  addresses”  for 
special  occasions  in  the  lives  of 
their  congregations. 

One  characteristic  of  the  preach¬ 
ing  form,  he  said,  is  a  review  or  ret¬ 
rospective  on  history  that  activates 
memory. 

“The  Christian  faith  is  in  some 
sense  an  act  of  memory,”  he  said. 


“Anyone  who  cannot  remember 
farther  back  than  his  own  birth  is 
an  orphan.” 

To  rehearse  those  memories  for 
their  congregation,  he  urged  preach¬ 
ers  to  focus  on  real  people,  not  just 
ideas. 

“Sermons  ought  to  have  people 
...  a  cast  of  characters  . . .  the  Bible 
is  full  of  names.  Some  preaching  is 
just  too  generic.” 

He  urged  preachers  to  disclose 
their  own  faith  as  people  “created 
in  God’s  image,  re-created  in  Christ 
Jesus  and  called  to  be  an  influence 
for  making  a  difference  in  the 
world.” 

Does  behavior  match? 

At  the  same  time,  he  said,  it  is 
important  that  preaching  corre¬ 
sponds  with  behavior. 

Quoting  a  Sikh  friend,  he  said, 
“Watch  the  teacher  to  see  if  the 
teacher  has  a  right  to  teach.” 

“For  whom  do  we  preach?”  was 
the  topic  of  a  lecture  given  by  the 
Rev.  James  Forbes  Jr.,  senior  min¬ 
ister  at  The  Riverside  Church  in 
New  York. 

Pastors  are  quick  to  say  they 
“preach  for  God,”  Dr.  Forbes  said, 
when,  in  fact,  they  preach  for  a 
“conglomeration  of  influences”  in¬ 
cluding  faith  traditions,  financial 
backers,  race,  sex,  economic  class, 
nationality,  special-interest  groups, 
friends,  supporters,  age  group, 
spouse  and  financial  backers. 

He  said  pastors  select  words,  em¬ 
phases,  illustrations,  tones,  pacing, 
humor,  length  and  range  of  emo¬ 
tions  “every  time  we  preach”  to  dif¬ 
ferent  individuals  or  groups. 

Preachers  can  offer  their  best,  he 
said,  without  claiming  “purity  of 
heart,”  declaring,  “  ‘Bless  the  Lord, 
O  my  soul’ . . .  I’m  an  unlikely  can¬ 
didate  -but  let  whatever  I  do  bring 
pleasure  in  the  midst  of  this  service 
today.” 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1.35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  $10.80  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  adver¬ 
tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  LAY  MINISTRIES  WANTED 
for  mid-size  United  Methodist  Church.  Prior  ex¬ 
perience  with  United  Methodist  education  pro¬ 
gram/ministries  desired.  Contact:  Rev.  Steve 
Campbell,  3402  South  Jackson,  Amarillo,  TX 
79109.  Telephone:  (806)  376-6182.  J 

CONFERENCE  NEWSPAPER  EDITOR.  Three 
days  per  week.  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
California-Pacific  Annual  Conference  has  an 
opening  for  a  newspaper  editor.  Bi-weekly  circu¬ 
lation  is  8,000.  This  position  offers  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  take  an  outstanding  newspaper  in  a  new 
direction.  You  will  be  interpreting  events  for  over 
400  churches  and  120,000  members  in  Southern 

EXPERIENCED  CHRISTIAN  Development 
Consultant  will  work  with  you  to  design  and  im¬ 
plement  your  next  stewardship  or  capital  cam¬ 
paign.  I  will  walk  with  you  as  we  follow  Paul’s 
words  to... “Work  for  the  good  of  all,  and  espe¬ 
cially  for  those  of  the  family  of  faith.”  Travel  ex¬ 
penses  only.  Stewardship  Advocate,  891  New 
Smizer  Mill,  Fenton,  MO  63026. 

California,  Hawaii  and  Guam.  Position  requires 
bachelor’s  degree.  Clear  understanding  of  United 
Methodist  beliefs  and  structure  very  important. 
Must  have  five  years  experience  in  newspaper 
writing  and  editing.  Should  be  familiar  with  lay¬ 
out,  production  and  photography.  Must  provide 
own  transportation.  Will  also  supervise  circula¬ 
tion  management,  budget  and  promotion  opera¬ 
tions.  Salary  plus  benefits.  Closing  date  for 
receiving  application  5/15.  Start  date  6/15.  Send 
resume  to:  Rev.  Fred  Overby,  Search  Committee 
Chairperson,  United  Methodist  Center,  P.O.  Box 
6006,  Pasadena,  CA  91 102.  An  equal  opportuni¬ 
ty  employer. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries  needed  to  continue  strong  program  for  grow¬ 
ing  1350-member  multi-staff  church  located  in 
county  seat,  university  town  between  Austin  and 
San  Antonio.  Salary  negotiable  depending  upon 
experience  and  training.  Send  resume  to:  Rev. 
Bill  Henderson,  First  UMC.  129  W.  Hutchison, 
San  Marcos,  TX  78666. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  (FULLTIME)  for  large 
UMC  in  suburban  Houston.  Minimum:  BA, 
evangelical,  2  years  experience,  references.  De¬ 
sired:  music  skills.  Salary  plus  parsonage  plus 
utilities  plus  health  insurance.  Resume  to:  UMR, 

FULL-TIME  SUMMER  ASSISTANT  to  the  Di¬ 
rector  of  Youth  Ministries.  Individual  must  be  21 
years  of  age  or  older.  Send  resume  to:  Don  Kena- 
ley.  Director  of  Youth  Ministries,  Kingwood 
United  Methodist  Church,  1799  Woodland  Hills 
Blvd.,  Kingwood,  TX  77339. 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST/CHOIR  Director  for 
1100-member  church  with  a  tradition  of  out¬ 
standing  music.  Full  choir  program  of  adult, 
youth  and  children’s  choirs,  as  well  as  youth  and 
adult  bell  choirs.  Applicant  must  have  keyboard 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries  for  1 200-member  congregation  near  Dallas. 
Seeking  individual  with  experience,  leadership, 
organization,  vital  faith,  and  a  heart  for  youth. 
Salary  negotiable.  Resume  by  May  8  to:  First 
UMC  Rockwall.  Box  158,  Rockwall,  TX  75087, 
Attn:  Emilie  Sasser. 

range  of  musical  styles.  Church  equipped  with 
Reuter  pipe  organ.  Application  deadline  May  28. 
Write  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  120 
South  Broad  Street,  Middletown,  OH  45044,  do 
Rev.  Herman  Emmert. 

VISIT  THE  HEART  OF  INDIA  with  Bob  Nave, 
UM  lay-missionary  to  India  for  27  years.  For  full 
information  write  Bob  at:  8532  Emerson  Ave.  S., 
Bloomington,  MN  55420,  or  phone  (612)  884- 
8786. 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  and  Youth  Ministries  for  670- 
member  church.  Send  resumes  to:  Charles  R. 
Tanner,  P.O.  Box  505,  Dayton,  TX  77535. 

WANTED:  LAYMAN  WANTS  BOOKS  for  min- 
istry  of  providing  religious  books  to  first-year  min¬ 
isters.  “Pass-It-On  Ministries,”  Kimball  Pease, 
Drawer  A,  Rotan,  TX  79546.  (9 1 5)  735-2562.  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  1200- 
member  church  in  university  town  looking  for  a 
charismatic,  energetic,  organized  person  to  give 
direction  to  thriving  youth  program  involving 
120  youth.  College  degree  preferred  and  experi¬ 
ence  working  with  youth  a  requirement.  Salary 
commensurate  with  experience.  Send  resume 
with  references  to:  Dr.  Jerry  Jeffords,  503  Maple 

CHILD’S  MEDICAL  RECORD  —  20  page 
booklet  keeps  medical  history  from  birth  -  age  18. 
Great  gift  idea!  Send  SASE  plus  $2  (3  @  $5.40): 
CMR,  Box  17718-UM,  Memphis,  TN  38187. 

St.,  Murray,  KY  4207 1 .  Deadline  May  1 5. 

TRAVIS  PARK  UMC  IN  SAN  ANTONIO  seek¬ 
ing  Youth  Director  beginning  summer  94.  Bache¬ 
lor’s  degree  and  experience  preferred.  Salary 
negotiable.  Contact:  Linda  Montgomery  (210) 
226-8341. 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

WANTED:  COORDINATOR,  NATIVE  Ameri¬ 
can  Communications  Office,  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCom),  Nashville,  TN. 
Must  have  writing/reporting  experience  and 
knowledge  of  United  Methodist  Church.  Contact 
UMCom  Personnel  Office  (615)  742-5137. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite  hymns 
in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accompaniment 
for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape  cassette  sets. 
Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book  included,  but  can 
be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift 
$38.95  plus  shipping  1-800-728-0573.  i 

HOSPITAL  SEEKING  FULL-TIME  Chaplain  to 
work  with  healthcare  team  to  meet  spiritual 
needs  of  patients,  families,  staff.  Healthcare  expe¬ 
rience,  CPE  training  necessary.  Contact:  Person¬ 
nel  Department,  Bozeman  Deaconess  Hospital, 
915  Highland  Blvd.,  Bozeman,  MT  59715.  (406) 

YOUTH  MINISTRY/CHRISTIAN  Education- 
Full-time.  600-member  church.  Salary  and  bene¬ 
fits  negotiable.  Submit  introductory  letter  and  re¬ 
sume  to:  J.  Everitt  Morley,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  101  N.  Seacrcst  Blvd.,  Boyn¬ 
ton  Beach,  FL  33435. 

585-1046. 

DIRECTOR  LARGE  NON-PROFIT  52  week  in¬ 
fant/kindergarten  program.  Minimum  require- 
ment:  BA,  5  years  combined  teaching/ 
administration  experience.  Send  resume,  cover 
letter,  references  by  5/6/94  to:  Box  45216,  Phoe¬ 
nix,  AZ  85016. 

’DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?’’ 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (210)  696-702 1  for  information. 
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History 
of  Hymns 

Two  women 
blessed  us  with 
'Assurance' 

Blessed  assurance,  Jesus  is  mine! 

O  what  a  foretaste  of  glory  divine! 
Heir  of  salvation,  purchase  of  God, 
Born  of  his  spirit,  washed  in  his 

blood. 

This  is  my  story,  this  is  my  song, 
Praising  my  Savior  all  the  day  long. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Fanny  Crosby  was  visiting  in  the 
home  of  her  good  friend  Phoebe 
Knapp  one  afternoon  in  1873.  Mrs. 
Knapp  played  a  new  melody  she 
had  written  and  said,  “Fanny,  what 
does  that  music  say  to  you?” 

Without  a  moment’s  hesitation, 
Fanny  replied,  “Blessed  assurance, 
Jesus  is  mine.”  Her  poetic  mind 
quickly  pursued  this  thought  and 
soon  the  three  stanzas  and  refrain 
were  completed. 

Blinded  by  the  wrong  poultice 
placed  on  her  eyes  as  an  infant,  she 
lived  a  vigorous  life  and  died  in 
1915  at  the  age  of  95.  Her  total  out¬ 
put  of  gospel  song  lyrics  number 
more  than  8,000. 

A  frequent  visitor  to  the  nation’s 
capitol,  Fanny  Crosby  read  a  poem 
to  the  United  States  Senate  in  ses¬ 
sion.  Hers  was  the  first  woman’s 
voice  to  be  heard  publicly  in  the 
Senate  Chamber. 

When  she  was  16,  Phoebe  Palmer 
Knapp,  the  daughter  of  Methodist 
evangelist  Walter  Palmer,  became 
the  bride  of  Joseph  Fairchild  Knapp, 
who  became  a  successful  business 
and  political  leader.  He  was  founder 
and  first  president  of  the  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Mrs.  Knapp  was  a  talented  musi¬ 
cian,  a  composer,  and  a  singer  of  ex¬ 
traordinary  ability. 

The  hymn,  written  by  these  two 
women,  remains  a  favorite  in  our 
day. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"/  Sing  the  Almighty  Power  of  God " 


Military  radio ,  TV  now  does 
religion  with  attitude,  dude 


By  JOHN  DART 

Religious  News  Service 

SUN  VALLEY,  Calif.— Forget 
about  somber  preaching,  Bible 
teaching  and  hymns  sung  by  a  ma¬ 
jestic  choir.  These  days,  religious 
programming  on  Armed  Forces 
Radio  is  heavy  on  Christian  rock, 
talk-show  testimonials  and  reli¬ 
gious  videos  a  la  MTV. 

The  upbeat  format,  beamed  for 
the  past  year  to  Armed  Forces  Ra¬ 
dio’s  1.3  million  potential  listen¬ 
ers,  has  drawn  a  favorable 
response,  according  to  officials  at 
the  Armed  Forces  Radio  and  Tele¬ 
vision  Service  broadcast  center  in 
the  San  Fernando  Valley. 

“The  feedback  was  extremely 
positive  from  programmers  at  a 
meeting  last  December,  because 
70  percent  of  our  audience  is  be¬ 
tween  18  and  28,”  said  Army  Ma¬ 
jor  David  Smith,  the  chaplain 
serving  as  religious  program  coor¬ 
dinator. 

Revamped  schedules  were  intro¬ 
duced  last  April. 

Writing  to  fellow  chaplains 
then,  Maj.  Smith  said,  “For  the 
first  time,  both  radio  and  televi¬ 
sion  programming  .  . .  will  be  com- 
patible  with  our  audience’s 
lifestyles  and  tastes.” 

At  the  recent  National  Religious 
Broadcasters  convention,  some 
concern  was  expressed  by  the  ra¬ 
dio  broadcast  ministries  of  evan¬ 
gelist  Billy  Graham,  Southern 
Baptist  minister  Charles  Stanley 
of  Atlanta  and  The  Salvation 
Army — all  of  whom  had  programs 
dropped  from  Armed  Forces  Ra¬ 
dio. 

Yet,  a  survey  taken  a  couple  of 
years  ago  showed  that  religious 
programming  ranked  below  big 
band  and  classical  music  with  mil¬ 
itary  men  and  women  overseas. 

In  addition,  Maj.  Smith  said,  of 
the  few  religious  programs  aired, 
many  were  being  broadcast  Sun- 
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Religious  programming  for  this  young  soldier  is  heavy  on 
Christian  rock,  talk-show  testimonials  and  videos  a  la  MTV. 


day  mornings  while  most  of  the 
potential  audience  was  at  chapel. 

Religious  programming  is  only  a 
small  part  of  the  Armed  Forces 
Radio  and  Television  Network.  It 
offers  a  menu  of  news,  music, 
sports,  movies,  situation  comedies 
and  other  programs  for  broadcasts 
aired  in  128  countries  and  on 
ships  at  sea. 

Five  hours  of  religious  radio 
and  two  and  a  half  hours  of  reli¬ 
gious  television  are  made  avail¬ 
able. 

The  military  network  gets  virtu¬ 
ally  all  of  its  programs — religious 
and  secular — donated  or  supplied 


for  a  minimal  charge.  Some  broad¬ 
casters  prepare  or  reduce  the 
length  of  their  programs  just  for 
the  military  network. 

Final  approval  of  program  selec¬ 
tions  rests  with  a  three-chaplain 
committee  called  the  Audio  Visual 
1  Advisory  Group.  But  it  is  the  reli¬ 
gious  program  coordinator,  cur¬ 
rently  Maj.  Smith,  who  searches 
program  listings  and  monitors  net¬ 
work  feeds  for  new  material. 

Above  all,  Maj.  Smith  reminded 
his  fellow  chaplains  a  year  ago,  the 
young  listener  or  viewer  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  typically  has  simple  and  secu¬ 
lar  interests. 


Church  women  talk  health  reform  with  Hillary 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 

Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Hillary  Rod¬ 
ham  Clinton  told  delegates  from 
Church  Women  United  recently  she 
believed  health  coverage  is  a  basic 
right  but  defended  the  administra¬ 
tion’s  proposal  for  a  managed  care 
rather  than  single-payer  system. 

It  is  an  American  solution  to  an 
American  problem,”  she  said  of  the 
Clinton  health  plan. 

At  the  same  time,  Mrs.  Clinton 
said  the  administration  would  not 
back  down  from  its  decision  to  bar 
undocumented  workers  from  any¬ 
thing  but  emergency  health  care  ser¬ 
vices. 


Mrs.  Clinton  made  her  comments 
at  a  forum  sponsored  by  the  ecu¬ 
menical  Church  Women  United,  in 
an  appearance  taped  for  television 
distribution  by  VISN,  the  interfaith 
satellite  network.  The  program  was 
moderated  by  ABC  News  corre¬ 
spondent  Carole  Simpson. 

“Health  care  should  be  a  right, 
because  we  all  face  the  possibility  of 
being  sick,”  Mrs.  Clinton  told  the 
crowd  of  700  women  from  around 
the  country,  who  packed  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  six  blocks  from  the 
White  House. 

“When  any  of  us  is  sick,  we  are 
diminished  in  some  way,”  she  said. 

While  health  care  was  first 


viewed  as  a  commodity,  like  any 
other  to  be  purchased  in  the  mar¬ 
ket,  and  then  as  a  benefit,  to  be 
earned  through  labor,  Mrs.  Clinton 
said  there  is  a  growing  consensus 
among  the  American  people  that  it 
is  a  basic  right. 

It  is  a  right,  Mrs.  Clinton  told  the 
church  women,  that  grows  out  of 
peoples’  faiths. 

“I  share  the  belief  that  if  you  take 
your  faith  seriously,  respecting  and 
valuing  the  faith  you  learned  grow¬ 
ing  up,  health  care  is  part  of  what 
we  should  be  doing,”  she  said. 

Although  most  of  the  denomina¬ 
tions  represented  at  the  CWU  fo¬ 
rum  lean  toward  a  single-payer 


system,  such  as  the  national  health 
programs  in  Canada  or  Europe, 
Mrs.  Clinton  defended  the  adminis¬ 
tration  approach  of  purchased  pri¬ 
vate  insurance  with  universal  access 
and  a  basic  benefits  package. 

Asked  by  Church  Women  United 
President  Ann  Baker  Garvin,  a 
member  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  why  the  admin¬ 
istration  didn’t  support  a  single¬ 
payer  system,  Mrs.  Clinton  said  the 
reasons  were  both  substantive  and 
political. 

Plan  covers  everyone 

She  said  while  Ms.  Garvin  was 
“absolutely  correct”  in  arguing  that 
a  single-payer  system  would  cover 
everyone,  she  said  the  “disparities” 
in  current  American  coverage  and 
resistance  to  “the  regulatory  appa¬ 
ratus”  necessary  to  impose  a  single- 
payer  system  made  it  unattractive. 

Participants  in  the  CWU  event 
were  all  well-versed  in  the  various 
health  care  plans  before  Congress 
and  had  participated  in  workshops 
and  training  events  sponsored  by 
the  ecumenical  women's  agency. 
CWU  has  been  campaigning  for 
health  care  reform  since  1 946. 

No  to  illegal  aliens 

In  addition  to  questions  on  the 
single-payer  system,  Mrs.  Clinton 
was  also  asked  how  the  plan  would 
affect  women  who  have  to  take  time 
off  from  work,  about  caps  and  sub¬ 
sidies  for  the  poor,  about  how  the 
plan  would  regulate  insurance  com¬ 
pany  profits,  and  how  the  plan 
would  guarantee  universal  access 
and  the  same  basic  benefit  package. 

On  undocumented  workers  and 
health  benefits,  Mrs.  Clinton  an¬ 
swered  a  flat  “no”  to  whether  the 
administration  would  change  its 
mind,  as  many  in  the  church  urge, 
to  provide  the  illegal  aliens  with 
comprehensive  care. 

“I  have  wrestled  with  this  and  do 
continue  to  wrestle  with  this,”  she 
said,  adding  that  emergency  care 
and  some  forms  of  public  assistance 
would  continue  to  be  available. 

But  she  said  there  is  “a  distinc¬ 
tion  that  we  think  is  appropriate” 
between  illegal  aliens  and  citizens 
“and  we  don’t  want  to  do  anything 
that  encourages  illegal  aliens  com¬ 
ing  into  the  country.” 


Painting  buckets  for  peace 


MCC  PHOTO  BY  LORIN  BEIDLER 


AKRON,  Pa.— With  dazzling  metallic  paints,  fifth  graders  Katrina  Martin  (foreground),  Kiersten 
Heatwole  (background)  and  others  at  Forest  Hills  Mennonite  Church  in  Leola,  Pa.,  decorate  dental 
health  buckets  bound  for  Vietnam.  Then  they,  and  other  children  across  the  U.S.  and  Canada, 
crammed  1,01 1  buckets  with  toothbrushes,  toothpaste,  washcloths,  as  well  as  scissors,  pencils,  paper 
and  other  supplies. 


A  theologian  reflects 
on  wider  world  view 


By  CHRISTOPHER  HERLINGER 

Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Theologian  John 
Hick  can  still  recall  the  evangelical 
fervor  of  his  youth — a  fervor  that 
blinded  him  to  the  integrity  and 
value  of  other  religious  faiths. 

“I  remember  the  outrage  I  felt  at 
those  who  didn’t  affirm  the  divinity 
of  Christ,"  Mr.  Hick  said,  recalling 
his  student  days  in  the  1 940s. 

But  a  quarter-century  later,  while 
teaching  at  the  University  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  England,  the  British 
theologian  and  Presbyterian  clergy¬ 
man  became  involved  with  immi¬ 
grants  who  exposed  him  to  religion 
“at  the  ground  level.” 

In  the  Birmingham  of  the  late 
1 960s— a  destination  for  recent  im¬ 
migrants,  particularly  from  India  — 
that  meant  working  alongside  Hin¬ 
dus,  Sikhs  and  Muslims. 

The  experience  of  befriending 
those  of  other  faiths  forced  Mr. 
Hick  into  some  of  the  deepest  theo¬ 
logical  reflections  of  his  career. 

“As  a  Christian  theologian,  I 
wanted  a  framework  for  this,”  he 
said.  “The  traditional  Christian 
framework  of  thought  doesn’t  make 
sense  of  this  because  it  follows  that 
Christians  are  better  human  beings 
than  those  who  aren’t.  And  we’re 
not.” 

What  has  resulted  from  that  ini¬ 
tial  encounter  in  Birmingham  is,  by 
Mr.  Hick’s  own  admission,  an  un¬ 
expected  spiritual  and  theological 
journey. 

Mr.  Hick  is  now  among  the  most 
prominent  Christian  theologians 
who  argue  that  Christianity  must 
lay  aside  its  claims  that  it  is  morally 
superior  to  all  other  religions. 

“Each  of  the  world’s  great  reli¬ 
gions,”  he  said,  “constitute  an  inde¬ 
pendent  human  response  to  God.” 

As  a  result,  he  argues,  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  Christian  theology  is  in  dire 
need  of  revision. 


" Each  great  religion 
constitutes  an 
independent  human 
response  to  God." 

— Theologian  John  Hick 


“The  traditional  assumption  of 
Christian  moral  superiority,  al¬ 
though  deeply  rooted,  cannot  in  fact 
be  substantiated,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Hick,  72,  a  winner  of  the 
prestigious  Grawemeyer  Award  in 
Religion  for  his  book  “An  Interpre¬ 
tation  of  Religion:  Human  Re¬ 
sponses  to  the  Transcendent,” 
recently  retired  as  professor  at  the 
Claremont  Graduate  School  in 
Claremont,  Calif. 

He  spoke  about  his  evolution  as  a 
theologian  recently  at  a  special 
175th  anniversary  convocation  at 
Auburn  Theological  Seminary  in 
New  York  City.  Rooted  in  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  church,  Auburn  has  been  a 
leader  in  promoting  interfaith  dia¬ 
logue. 

Mr.  Hick  said  Christians  must 
approach  theology  not  in  terms  of 
absolutes  or  doctrines  but  in  how  it 
is  experienced  in  the  concrete  reali¬ 
ty  of  human  life. 

“By  coming  to  know  individuals 
and  families  of  these  various  faiths, 
it  has  become  a  fairly  common  dis¬ 
covery  that  our  Muslim  or  Jewish 
or  Hindu  or  Sikh  or  Buddhist  fellow 
citizens  are  in  general  no  less  kind¬ 
ly,  honest,  thoughtful  for  others,  no 
less  truthful,  honorable,  loving  and 
compassionate,  than  are,  in  general, 
our  Christian  fellow  citizens,"  he 
said  in  his  first  lecture  on  April  1 1. 

“People  of  other  faiths  are  not  on 
average  noticeably  better  human 
beings  than  Christians,  but  nor  are 
they  on  average  noticeably  worse,” 
he  said. 


University  names  pioneer 
preacher  to  hall  of  honor 


GEORGETOWN — He  packed  a 
brace  of  pistols  along  with  his  Bible. 
He  preached  the  gospel  in  gambling 
halls  and  saloons  to  largely  unwill¬ 
ing  audiences  back  in  the  days  when 
Texas  was  little  more  than  a  raw 
frontier. 

For  a  minister,  Robert  Alexander 
was  known  for  his  courage,  and  he 
was  responsible,  among  other 
things,  for  helping  to  found  three  of 
the  earliest  colleges  in  Texas  for  the 
Methodist  church,  Rutersville, 
Soule  and  Southwestern  University. 

Southwestern  University  honored 
this  fascinating  character  and  his 
wife  April  24,  when  Robert  and 
Eliza  Ayers  Alexander  were  induct¬ 
ed  posthumously  into  the  Mood- 
Heritage  Museum  Hall  of  Honor. 

Woven  into  Texas  history 

Alexander,  who  originally  hailed 
from  Tennessee,  answered  the  call 
at  the  age  of  26  to  become  a  Meth¬ 
odist  preacher  in  Texas.  Today,  his 
name  is  intricately  woven  into  the 
fabric  of  the  Lone  Star  State’s  pio¬ 
neering  stage  of  history. 

Bom  the  ninth  child  of  a  farming 
family  in  the  Cumberland  River  hill 
country  of  Tennessee,  Alexander 
acquired  very  little  formal  school¬ 
ing  as  a  child.  He  learned  how  to 
read  mostly  by  memorizing  verses 
from  the  Bible 
while  he  plowed 
the  family  fields. 

“Each  morning 
as  he  started  to  the 
fields,  he  tucked 
his  little  Bible  into 
the  bosom  of  his 
shirt  and  at  the 
end  of  each  furrow  Robert  Alexander 
he  would  take  it  out  and  memorize 
a  verse,  repeat  it  over  and  over  . . . 
In  this  manner,  he  not  only  learned 
his  Sunday  School  lesson,  but 
stored  up  much  Scripture  in  his  fer¬ 
tile  and  youthful  mind,  which  was 
of  great  benefit  and  use  to  him  in 
later  life,”  wrote  Anne  Ayers  Lide 
in  her  thesis,  Robert  Alexander  and 
the  Early  Methodist  Church  in  Tex¬ 
as. 

Dedicating  his  life  to  Methodist 
ministry,  he  moved  to  Texas  in 
1837,  married  Eliza  Ayers  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  and  became  a  circuit 
rider,  traveling  vast  distances  be¬ 
tween  settlements  to  preach  the  gos¬ 
pel  for  days  on  end  in  open-air 
encampments  or  wherever  people 
gathered. 

Eliza  was  quite  a  pioneer  woman 
in  her  own  right,  managing  the  cou¬ 
ple’s  large  plantation  by  herself  in 
Alexander’s  extended  absences. 
Their  home,  Cottage  Hill,  became  a 
hub  for  circuit  riders  throughout 
Texas,  and  her  graciousness  as  a 


hostess  was  largely  the  reason  for  it. 

Many  stories  have  been  written 
about  Alexander’s  persuasiveness 
and  formidable  physical  presence. 
One  such  story,  taken  from  Pleasant 
Places,  written  by  Alexander’s 
great-granddaughter,  Anne  Ayers 
Lide  McCurdy,  surrounds  a  visit  he 
made  to  Washington  on  the  Brazos. 

Alexander  learned  that  riverboat 
captains  and  gam¬ 
blers  met  in  a  lo¬ 
cal  gambling  hall 
on  Sundays  to 
play  high-stakes 
poker,  so  he  in¬ 
formed  them  he 
would  preach  in 
the  hall  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Sunday. 

The  gamblers  told  him  not  to  come, 
but  Alexander  came  anyway. 

Setting  his  Bible  down  on  the  bil¬ 
liard  table,  the  six-foot-five 
Alexander  looked  around  the 
smoke-filled  room  of  hard-core  pa¬ 
trons  and  told  them  they  could  stay 
or  leave,  but  it  was  the  Sabbath  and 
he  planned  to  preach.  All  of  them 
stayed,  determined  to  outlast  the 
minister  and  return  to  their  gam¬ 
bling. 

Alexander  picked  up  his  Bible 
and  delivered  a  blistering  fire  and 
brimstone  sermon  that  lasted  2‘A 
hours.  By  the  time  he  finished,  the 
gamblers  begrudgingly  thought 
enough  of  this  determined  minister 
to  thank  him  and  pass  around  a  hat 
for  an  extra  collection,  digging  deep 
enough  in  their  pockets  to  buy  him 
a  new  traveling  coat  before  sending 
him  on  his  way. 

Dedicated  Methodists 

In  the  course  of  his  career, 
Alexander  was  part  of  a  group  of 
dedicated  Methodist  men  who 
helped  start  higher  education  in 
Texas  and  who  were  responsible  for 
keeping  that  flame  of  knowledge 
burning  in  times  of  war,  yellow  fe¬ 
ver  and  other  major  disasters  of  the 
time;  first  at  Rutersville,  then 
Soule,  and  finally  at  Southwestern 
in  Georgetown,  which  today  is  Tex¬ 
as’  oldest  operating  university. 

Late  in  their  lives,  the  Alexanders 
bought  a  small  island  off  of  Galves¬ 
ton  and  took  up  residency.  A  hurri¬ 
cane  blew  in  in  1875,  literally 
yanking  their  house  from  its  founda¬ 
tion  and  sending  it  bobbing  across 
the  rising  waters  of  Galveston  Bay. 
The  family,  who  had  been  sleeping 
when  the  storm  struck,  along  with  a 
ranch-hand,  managed  to  climb  out 
onto  the  roof  of  the  floating  house 
and  secure  themselves  to  a  hackberry 
tree,  where  they  barely  hung  on  for 
dear  life  for  more  than  70  hours 
while  the  90  mph  storm  raged. 


Eliza  Alexander 
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Warm  Hugs  4  Home  Made  Cookies  4  Quiel  Talks 
Christmas  Traditions  ♦  Picnics  ♦  Birthday  Cake 
Scraped  Knees  4  Vegetable  Gardens  *  Little  League 
Piano  Lessons  4  Bedtime  Prayers  4  Dried  3  Tears 
Kittens  4  Back  to  School  4  Lunch  Boxes  4  Dance  Classes 
Swingsets  4  Hot  Chocolate  4  I.eniouMde^  -  ‘Stands 
Allowances  4  Easter  Dresses  4  Fairy  Tales  4  Bey  lynches 
Popcorn  Balls  4  Lullabies  4  Homework  4  Beautiful  Eyes 
Fresh  Flowers  4  Puppies  4  Playing  4  Kool-Aid 
Homemade  Ornaments  4  Hair  Ribbons  4  Sunday  School 
School  Mornings  4  Christmas  Stockings  4  Breakfast 
Birthday  Surprises  4  Summer  Vacations  4  Dinner  .  Time 
Laughing  4  Peanut  Butter  A  Jelly  4  Corsages 

There  is  no  Substitute  for  a  Good 

MOTHER 

Methodist  Children’s  Homes 
United  Methodist  Church 
Mothers’  Day  Offering 
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MOTHER 


Methodist  Children’s  Homes 
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Is 

the  church 
'Disposable?' 

While  driving  to  a  recent  appointment,  my  companion  was  National 
Public  Radio.  The  program  was  on  the  new  generation  of  computer 
games.  The  computer  marketing  expert  was  describing  this  creative 
new  format  for  these  games  and  made  an  interesting  comment. 

He  said  that  in  coming  years  many  different  forces  will  be  competing 
for  smaller  and  smaller  amounts  of  disposable  time  left  over  after  long¬ 
er  working  hours. 

He  mentioned  there  will  be  fewer  and  fewer  hours  to  be  spent  on 
more  and  more  options  such  as  shopping,  catalog  browsing,  computer 
work,  hobbies,  errands,  exercise,  taking  children  to  school  and  picking 
them  up,  and  even  video  games.  His  point  was  that  the  video  game  in¬ 
dustry  must  be  more  and  more  aggressive  to  crowd  its  way  into  these 
few  hours  by  crowding  other  concerns  out. 

As  1  listened  to  this  discussion,  1  found  myself  asking  where  the 
church  would  fit  into  these  “disposable”  hours?  Is  the  church  simply 
one  more  concern,  issue,  institution,  option,  that  will  be  competing  with 
all  these  other  matters  in  continually  reduced  time  periods? 

And  how  do  you  define  “disposable  income?”  Is  this  money  to  be 
treated  like  disposable  diapers,  silverware  or  dishes?  Some  social  sci¬ 
entists  argue  that  we  have,  in  essence,  become  a  “disposable”  society, 
even  with  “disposable”  people  who  are  unwanted  and  unneeded. 

Listening  to  this  marketing  expert  made  me  realize  that  when  the 
church  is  treated  as  one  more  option  among  many,  it  will  certainly  not 
be  able  to  compete  with  all  the  other  challenges  for  this  reduced 
amount  of  time;  nor  is  the  answer  for  the  church  to  become  more  and 
more  entertaining,  glitzy,  and  market  driven. 

The  only  hope  for  the  church  is  to  present  and  live  out  the  gospel,  to 
witness  to  its  power  to  change,  lives.  It  must  speak  to  a  society  that  Is 
increasingly  becoming  valueless  —  another  word  for  “disposable.” 


Bishop  William  Oden 
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Center 

The  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the 

Conference  Center 

Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist  Church 

cordially  invites  you  to  the 

Groundbreaking  Ceremony 

1:30  p.m. 

Saturday/  May  z8/  1994 
at  the  site 

Woodworth/  Louisiana 
Attire:  Casual  Dress 


A  special  day,  Alex  Lea  Sunday,  was  proclaimed  recently  at  St. 
Paul's  UMC,  Monroe.  Lea,  a  charter  member  and  the  only  lifetime 
member  of  the  administrative  board,  was  honored  "for  42  years  of 
commitment  to  the  church."  Pictured  above  with  Lea,  SEATED,  are 
Dr.  Warren  Blakeman,  senior  minister,  and  friends,  Janet  and  Tay¬ 
lor  Shead. 


Pre-Conference  Training  slated  in  all  nine  districts 


The  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  (CC0M)  will  recommend 
that  the  Annual  Conference  form  a 
Committee  on  Planning  and  Re¬ 
search  to  consider  future  needs  of 
ministry  within  the  scope  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  C.  A.  “Hap” 
Martin  III,  chair,  reports. 

Plans  are  underway  to  assist  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  with 
a  spiritual  retreat  and  Christian 
education  for  Russian  church  lead¬ 
ers  this  summer,  Marilyn  Oden, 
chair,  Russian  Initiative,  said. 

These  and  other  reports  and  is¬ 
sues  will  come  up  at  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  June  6-9  at  the 
Gold  Dome  of  Centenary  College 
and  First  UMC,  both  in  Shreveport. 

Review  of  issues 

To  review  some  of  the  events  and 
issues  expected  to  be  presented  at 
Annual  Conference,  a  Pre-Confer¬ 
ence  Training  Session  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  in  each  of  the  nine  districts. 
Bishop  William  B.  Oden  an¬ 
nounces. 

The  series  of  meetings  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  districts  will  begin  on  May  12 
and  the  final  one  will  be  held  May 
24.  District  superintendents  are  in 
charge  of  arrangements  for  the  ses¬ 
sions.  Each  Conference  member  is 
encouraged  to  attend. 

At  the  Annual  Conference  in 
Shreveport,  CCOM  will  again  have 
a  unified  report  of  all  its  agencies 
and  will  present  the  Ministries  Fair. 
This  will  be  reviewed  at  the  training 
session.  The  new  clergy-housing 
guidelines  will  also  be  discussed. 
These  are  outlined  in  the  Pre-Con¬ 
ference  Reports  sent  out  to  clergy 
and  lay  delegates. 

Petitions  due 

The  first  page  of  the  report  is  a 
form  which  may  be  used  for  a  peti¬ 


tion  to  be  presented  before  the  Con¬ 
ference.  Any  person  or  group  may 
petition  the  Conference.  These  are 
to  be  sent  to  Rev.  Larry  Norman  at 
the  address  listed,  on  the  page,  in 
the  report,  no  later  than  May  29. 

Ten  clergy  will  retire  at  the  Annu¬ 
al  Conference.  Nine  clergy  will  be 
ordained  deacons.  Ten  ministers 
will  be  ordained  elders  and  one  ad¬ 
ditional  pastor  will  join  them  in 
coming  into  full  connection  in  the 
UMC.  Two  lay  persons  will  be  con¬ 
secrated  as  diaconal  ministers. 

A  special  mission  emphasis  is 
planned  for  Monday  evening.  Dr. 
Stone  Caraway,  Conference  secre¬ 
tary,  said. 

The  next  few  issues  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodist  will  highlight 
the  outstanding  line-up  of  clergy 
and  lay  speakers  and  the  song  lead¬ 
er  for  Annual  Conference.  The  wor¬ 
ship  services  held  each  evening  in 
First  UMC  are  traditionally^  inspir¬ 
ing  highlights  of  the  Conference. 

District  sessions 

Dates  and  places  for  the  Pre-Con¬ 
ference  Training  Sessions  are: 
North  Shore  District,  Thursday, 
May  12,  7  p.m.,  First  UMC,  Ham¬ 
mond;  New  Orleans  District,  Satur¬ 
day,  May  14,  10  a.m.  St.  Luke’s 
UMC,  New  Orleans  District;  Lake 
p.m.,  St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC,  Lake 
Charles;  Monroe  District,  Sunday, 
May  15,  3  p.m.  Mangjiam  UMC, 
Monroe;  Ruston  District,  Sunday, 
May  15,  3  p.m.,  Arcadia  UMC;  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  District,  Sunday,  May 
15,  3:30  p.m.,  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge;  Alexandria  District,  Tues¬ 
day.  May  17,  7  p.m.  First  UMC. 
exandria;  Acadiana  District, 
Sunday,  May  22,  3  p.m.  First  UMC, 
First  UMC,  Franklin,  and  Shreve¬ 
port  District,  Tuesday,  May  24,  7 
p.m.,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport. 


GOD  IS  HERE! 


Painting  the  large,  colorful  liturgical  banner  that  will  hang  at  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Rev.  Ellen  Alston,  project  coordina¬ 
tor;  Fane  Peeples,  Bette  Tanner  and  Neecee  Blackwell. 


Around  the  Conference 


Church  women  give  time,  talents 
to  paint  banner  for  Conference 


Not  only  did  artists  from  Broad¬ 
moor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  call  on  other  United 
Methodists  to  help  design  and  paint 
the  huge  liturgical  banner  of  the 
logo  and  publication  covers  to  be 
used  at  Annual  Conference,  they 
also  recruited  from  First  Presbyteri¬ 
an  Church  in  the  city. 

Coming  with  an  ecumenical  spirit 
and  talent  was  Bette  Tanner,  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Joining  the  artistic  crew 
was  Debbie  Greenway  from  Grace 
Community  UMC. 

Rev.  Ellen  Alston,  associate  pas¬ 
tor  at  Broadmoor,  coordinated  the 
project.  Broadmoor  members  who 
worked  with  her  are  Fane  Peeples, 
the  wife  of  the  minister;  Neecee 
Blackwell  and  Janie  James. 

Much  thought  and  planning  went 
into  the  artistic  endeavors,  but  Al¬ 
ston  said  it  was  enjoyable  as  well  as 
challenging. 

“We  had  a  lot  of  fun  working  on 
the  projects,"  Alston  said. 

The  logo,  in  the  drawing  on  the 
upper  right  side  of  the  page,  was  in¬ 


spired  by  suggestions  in  a  book  on 
banner-making.  It  was  expanded 
into  a  giant  liturgical  banner  that 
will  be  a  backdrop  for  the  sessions 
in  the  Gold  Dome  of  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport. 

Greenway  sewed  big  pieces  of 
muslin  fabric  together  to  make  the 
black  background  on  which  the 
women  painted  strips  in  brilliant 
colors  —  sunburst  gold,  magenta, 
spring  green,  aqua  and  royal  blue. 
The  Gold  Dome  podium  cloth  will 
reflect  the  same  colors.  There  will 
be  a  miniature  version  of  the  ban¬ 
ner  on  an  altar  cloth  at  First  UMC. 

James  then  adapted  the  design 
using  a  pointillism  pen  and  ink 
technique  for  the  cover  of  the  Pre- 
Conference  Report  and  for  other 
publications  relating  to  Annual 
Conference. 

Blackwell,  who  owns  Crooked 
Tree  Graphics  in  Shreveport,  will 
have  t-shirts  with  the  Conference 
logo  design  on  them  for  sale  at  Confer¬ 
ence.  A  portion  of  sales  will  go  to 
Conference  mission  projects. 


Aid  two  Methodist  homes 
as  Mama  is  remembered 


Members  who  have  had  good 
mothers  can  give  thanks  and 
show  their  appreciation  by  giving 
to  two  United  Methodist  homes 
in  Louisiana  that  help  children. 
Many  of  the  children  in  those 
homes  were  abused,  neglected  or 
abandoned. 

The  offering  taken  in  local 
churches  on  Mother’s  Day  will  be 


divided  between  the  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans  where  Dr. 
Richard  Hodges  is  executive  di¬ 
rector  and  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston  where  Terrel  De- 
Ville  is  executive  director. 

Persons  making  donations 
may  designate  if  they  prefer  that 
their  donations  go  to  a  specific 
home. 


Sue  Pugh,  administrative  assis¬ 
tant,  Sager-Brown  Center  for  En¬ 
abling  Ministries  will  lead  a 
mission  trip  to  Piedmont,  Ala.,  to 
help  with  storm  recovery.  The  proj¬ 
ect  was  tentatively  set  for  May  9-15. 
Interested  persons  may  call  her  at 
the  center,  3 1 8-923-4339. 

*  *  * 

United  Methodist  Church  of  the 
Covenant  in  Lafayette  was  host  to 
the  Bentons,  musical  performers, 
for  a  “Celebration  of  Hope”  April 
29  to  May  1.  The  weekend  event 
was  “  a  celebration  of  hope  for  the 
family,  the  church,  marriage  and 
persons  through  personal  renewal, 
marriage/family  enrichment  and 
church-growth  discussion.” 

The  Bentons  have  been  in  minis¬ 
try  since  1 960  and  have  recorded  1 7 
albums  of  sacred  music,  written  16 
books  and  have  published  magazine 
articles.  Their  music  combines  tra¬ 
ditional  hymns,  sacred  songs  and 
original  material  that  celebrates  ev¬ 
ery  stage  of  the  family-life  cycle. 
Rev.  Jack  D.  Phelps  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

*  *  * 

The  Rev.  Augie  Aamodt  of  Bossier 

City,  director  of  development  for 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Rus¬ 
ton,  has  received 
national  recogni¬ 
tion.  He  was 
named  chair  of 
the  new  Editorial 
Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the 
United  Method¬ 
ist  Association  of 
Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Ministries. 

The  Committee  Rev>  Augie  Aamodt 
oversees  publications  of  the  United 
Methodist  Association  with  special 
emphasis  on  the  UMA  Journal. 

With  the  new  responsibilities,  Aa¬ 
modt  will  serve  two  additional 
years  on  the  national  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  association.  He  also 
will  serve  on  the  section  on  public 
relations,  development  and  market¬ 
ing  of  which  he  was  formerly  chair. 

Aamodt  also  is  on  the  executive 
committee  of  another  organization, 
the  National  Child  Care  Develop¬ 
ment  Association. 

»  *  * 


Allen  Brown,  national  director  of 
United  Methodist  Men,  spoke  re¬ 
cently  at  the  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice  in  Camphor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge.  Pastor  is  Rev.  Roger  Lathan. 

*  *  * 

Joanne  White 
is  honored 

Joanne  Lyles  White  (Mrs.  Paul  D. 
White  Sr.)  was  recipient  of  the  Al¬ 
exandria  District  Layperson  Award 
for  1994.  The 
award  was  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  An¬ 
nual  District 
Laity  Banquet 
held  recently  in 
First  UMC, 

Natchitoches. 

White  is  well- 
known  because 
of  the  many  lead¬ 
ership  positions 
she  has  held  in  her  church,  the  dis¬ 
trict  and  the  Conference.  A  member 
of  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  she  is 
chair  of  the  Council  on  Ministries, 
cochair  of  several  commissions  and 
on  the  board  of  United  Methodist 
Women. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  church  extension  and  retired 
ministers  boards'  and  of  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Liaison  committee. 

Also  active  in  her  community, 
she  founded  the  Shepherd  Center, 
an  ecumenical  ministry  to  the  poor. 
She  was  cofounder  of  Hope  House, 
a  homeless  shelter  for  women  and 
children,  and  was  founder  of  Christ¬ 
mas  Cheer  for  Children,  which  pro¬ 
vides  cooperative  aid  to  4,000 
children  annually. 


Bargain  books  sale 


In  Memoriam 

Nancy  Jones,  wife  of  Rev.  Russell 
L.  Jones,  pastor  of  Haven  UMC, 
New  Orleans,  died  April  23.  The  fu¬ 
neral  was  held  April  28  in  Haven 
UMC  and  burial  was  from  Hillcrest 
Baptist  Church  in  Lake  Charles. 

In  addition  to  her  husband,  she  is 
survived  by  one  son,  Russell  Jones 
Jr.,  12. 


Alexandria  Town  Talk  newspaper 
named  her  as  a  Central  Louisiana 
woman  among  "Those  Who  Make 
A  Difference”  and  she  was  the  first 
recipient  in  Central  Louisiana  of 
the  YWCA’s  “Living  and  Giving" 
Award. 

She  is  a  former  school  teacher. 
The  Whites  are  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren. 


Books  on  religion  and  religious 
topics  are  on  sale  every  Monday, 
Wednesday  and  Friday  from  10 
a.m.  to  2  p.m.  at  the  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  Book  Bazaar  House,  145  Wil¬ 
kinson,  Shreveport. 

Available  are  bibles,  daily  devo- 
tionals  and  thousands  of  books  on 
topics  such  as  prayer,  preaching, 
theology,  Christian  education  and 
church  history. 
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Out  of  Africa  come  models  for  servanthood 


Organized  religion  intersected 
with  the  body  politic  in  Africa  in 
two  significant  ways  recently. 

First,  churches  all  over  the 
world  sent  monitors  to  South  Afri¬ 
ca  to  help  assure  the  first  free  and 
open  non-racial  elections  in  that 
nation's  history. 

These  monitors  received  rela¬ 
tively  little  media  attention,  al¬ 
though  they  had  official  standing 
with  the  South  African  election 
commission. 

As  balloting  began,  stories 
cropped  up  from  all  over  South 
Africa  about  how  these  church- 
sent  monitors  were  helping  indi¬ 
viduals  on  a  one-on-one  basis. 

Most  poignant  were  the  stories 
of  the  earliest  voters — the  lame, 
the  halt  and  the  elderly — being  as¬ 
sisted  as  they  prepared  to  vote  for 
the  first  time. 

Most  frightening  were  the  in¬ 
stances  in  which  the  monitors  in¬ 
terposed  their  own  bodies  to 
prevent  violence  as  voting  pro¬ 
ceeded. 

Such  scenes  fittingly  climaxed 
two  decades  of  struggle  in  which 
people  of  faith  were  the  prime — 
and  sometimes  the  sole — mirrors 
reflecting  the  sin  of  apartheid  to 
the  world. 

Second,  north  and  east  of  South 
Africa,  in  Zimbabwe,  Christians 
responded  to  yet  another  mission 
initiated  by  African  church  lead¬ 
ers. 

On  a  squally  Saturday  after¬ 
noon,  thousands  celebrated  the 
formal  opening  of  the  new  United 
Methodist-related  Africa  Univer¬ 
sity  at  Mutare,  Zimbabwe. 

On  hand  for  the  celebration  was 
Zimbabwe’s  president,  Robert 
Mugabe.  Without  the  1991  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  president — who  was 
educated  by  Methodist  missionar¬ 
ies — the  school  could  not  have 
been  built.  With  his  blessing  and 
backing,  it  stands  as  an  open  door 
to  students  of  all  faiths  from 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

A  disabled  man  pushing  himself  toward  the  ballot  box  in  South  Africa's  first  non-racial  elections  re¬ 
flects  the  determination  of  his  people  to  participate  in  democracy.  Christians  from  around  the 
world  came  to  South  Africa  to  assure  that  voters  like  this  man  had  such  an  opportunity  (see  related 
editorial  at  left). 


across  the  continent. 

We  believe  that  as  a  conse¬ 
quence  of  these  two  events,  the 
great  continent  of  Africa — and  the 
Body  of  Christ  as  well — are  forev¬ 
er  changed. 

In  both  cases,  followers  of  the 
One  who  came  to  serve  became 


servant-companions  with  Africans 
on  the  road  to  the  future. 

It’s  a  cause  for  even  more  rejoic¬ 
ing  that  these  international  Chris¬ 
tians  came  not  as  outside  colonizers 
as  in  the  past  but  as  partners  in  the 
world  community. 

At  intersections  like  these,  we 


can  justifiably  praise  God  who  un¬ 
dergirds  such  pinnacles  of  service 
in  our  time. 

These  pinnacles  give  us  com¬ 
mendable  models  for  other  mis¬ 
sions,  whether  they  be  in  faraway 
places  or  right  in  our  own  back¬ 
yards. 


Editorials 

Make  peace 
to  defuse 
'powderkeg' 

Even  before  balloting  ended  in 
South  Africa  the  observations  of 
one  American  pastor  serving  as  a 
monitor  were  proving  true. 

Shortly  before  the  election,  he 
said  that  the  biggest  post-election 
challenge  he  saw  for  the  church  in 
South  Africa  will  be  to  develop 
ministries  of  reconciliation  before 
“a  powderkeg  of  violence  ex¬ 
plodes.” 

The  “powderkeg”  didn’t  even 
wait  until  after  the  elections,  as 
bombings  in  downtown  Johannes¬ 
burg  and  at  its  airport  showed. 

Consequently  Christians  in 
South  Africa  and  elsewhere  must 
shift  their  focus  immediately  from 
seeking  justice  to  bringing  about 
reconciliation. 

Yet  how  can  one  convince  mor¬ 
tal  enemies  to  live  in  peaceful 
community? 

For  Christians  who  care  about 
South  Africa,  there  can  be  only 
one  answer  to  this  question: 

We  must  tell  and  show  the  love 
of  God  in  Christ  to  South  Africans 
through  every  possible  means.  We 
must  be  such  clear,  compelling  ex¬ 
amples  of  peacemaking  that  South 
Africans  can  learn  to  make  peace  in 
their  own  country. 

In  so  doing,  we  may  find  our¬ 
selves  becoming  peacemakers  in 
our  own  communities.  Perhaps 
this  is  the  lesson  God  intends  us 
all  to  learn  from  South  Africa’s 
turmoil  and  triumph. 


We  women  must  reclaim  our  spiritual  depth  Know  your  Bible? 
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By  MABLE  PURVIANCE 

1  have  an  uneasy  feeling  these 
days.  I  fear  all  is  not  well  with  my  sis¬ 
ters  in  United  Methodist  Women. 

For  more  than  half  a  century  1 
have  devoted  my  loyalty  to  UMW 
and  its  predecessors.  I  have  wit¬ 
nessed,  with  pride,  the  accomplish¬ 
ments — spiritually  and  materially — 
attained  by  Methodist  women 
through  sacrifice  and  arduous  labor. 

Still,  I  find  myself  harboring  a  con¬ 
cern.  I  am  disturbed  when  I  consider 
such  questions  as  these:  Are  we  wom¬ 
en  as  dedicated  to  Christ  and  His 
Church  as  we  formerly  were?  Do  we 
aspire  to  attain  the  spiritual  depth  of 
years  past?  Is  our  Lord  foremost  in 
our  meetings  so  that  the  first  order  of 
business  is,  “Thy  will  be  done”? 

From  such  soul-searching  I  have 


Here  I  Stand 


Mable  Purviance 
is  a  member  of 
First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of 
Missoula,  Montana 
(Yellowstone  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 


drawn  these  conclusions: 

1.  As  Methodist  women  we  have 
tended  to  devalue  God’s  authority. 

From  Genesis  to  Revelation,  Scrip¬ 
ture  characterizes  Him  as  The  Al¬ 
mighty,  a  name  my  dictionary 
defines  as  “having  unlimited  pow¬ 
er.”  I  consider  it  an  affront  to  Him 
when  we  disrespectfully  refer  to 


Him  as  a  woman.  I’m  sure  it  is 
more  than  a  figment  of  my  imagina¬ 
tion  that  the  name  “Father”  ap¬ 
pears  less  and  less  frequently  in 
United  Methodist  meetings. 

2.  We  are  turning  less  often  to 
Scripture  for  guidance.  God’s  Word 
lacks  the  import  I  remember  it  hav¬ 
ing  a  generation  or  so  ago.  It  seems 
no  longer  necessary  to  seek  His 
counsel  before  attending  our  meet¬ 
ings  as  well  as  while  conducting 
them. 

3.  As  Methodist  women  we  have 
lapsed  in  our  zeal  for  the  unsaved. 

Who  among  us  these  days  inquires 
into  the  spiritual  welfare  of  a  neigh¬ 
bor?  As  UMW  how  often  do  we  visit 
in  the  Name  of  Jesus — two  or  three 
of  us  together — at  the  bedside  of  the 
terminally  ill,  offering  salvation  if 


need  be,  before  eyes  close  in  death? 

To  me,  Jesus’  admonition  to 
spread  the  Gospel  demands  top  pri¬ 
ority,  ahead  of  rummage  sales, 
church  bazaars  and  dinners,  as  noble 
as  these  projects  are.  Our  Lord's  ex¬ 
hortation  was  go  and  tell,  a  priority 
which  supersedes  “go  and  sell!” 

How  do  we  retrieve  the  spiritual 
depth  we  have  lost?  Let’s  begin  with 
each  individual  woman — in  her 
home  and  in  her  church.  True,  one 
single  thread  in  a  rope  seems  of 
small  consequence,  but  when  many 
are  banded  together  the  strength 
reaches  almost  unlimited  propor¬ 
tions. 

Let  us  dedicate  the  days  ahead  to 
great  accomplishments  as  we  place 
particular  emphasis  on  our  being 
united! 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“The  Lord  is  merciful  and  gra¬ 
cious,  slow  to  anger  and  abounding 
in  steadfast  love.” 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


A  faceless  image  led  me  to  recognize  Jesus 


SYRACUSE,  N.Y. — 
A  blank  visage  on 
this  stained  glass 
window  of  the 
Good  Shepherd 
prompts  a 
question:  How  do 
people  today  see 
the  face  of  Jesus 
(see  related 
column  at  right)? 

REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO 
BV  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTIE 


Jesus  had  no  face. 

I  was  taking  a  lunchtime  stroll 
around  downtown  Syracuse,  N.Y., 
headed  back  to  the  hotel  where  the 
churchwide  General  Council  on 
Ministries  was  to  resume  its  meet¬ 
ing,  when  1  passed  by  a  stained  glass 
window  of  the  Good  Shepherd. 

It  took  a  few  seconds  for  my 
mind  to  register  the  fact  that  part  of 
the  image  was  a  featureless  beige. 
Jesus  had  no  face. 

The  journalist  in  me  did  what 
journalists  do:  I  took  a  picture  to 
document  what  I  was  seeing.  As  I 
did,  I  could  see  faintly  through  the 
glass  that  the  details  of  his  face  were 
on  the  inside  of  the  window.  Those 
seated  inside  the  church  could  see 
the  full  picture,  but  those  outside 
could  not. 

As  an  outsider,  the  disciple  in  me 
was  haunted  by  the  sight  of  a  face¬ 
less  Jesus. 


Faithfully  yours 


Cynthia  B.  Astle 
is  Faith  Forum 
Editor  of  the 
Reporter. 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Ronald  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace  Cynthia  B.  Astle 

Publisher  Editor  Faith  Forum  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500),  owned  by  the  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council,  2520  W.  Commerce  St.,  Dallas,  Texas  75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  145-year  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper. 
The  Reporter  has  no  official  ties  to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination’s  general  boards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does  pro¬ 
duce  official  regional  editions  for  39  annual  conferences. 

This  newspaper  maintains  an  editorial  policy  of  assuring  the  truth,  accuracy,  readability,  relevance  und  significance  of  all  materials  published.  It  aims  to  pro¬ 
vide  readers  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the  diversity  of  Christians.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  represent  the  opin¬ 
ions  of  the  newspaper’s  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  this  new  spaper  are  the  views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  staff 

Send  Correspondence  and  Address  Changes  (include  mailing  label)  To:  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Telephone:  (214)  630-6495.  Subscription  rates:  $24  per  year  for  national  edition:  rates  for  editions  available  upon  request.  Second  Class  Postage 
paid  at  Dallas.  TX  and  additional  post  offices. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address  changes  to  United  Methodisl  Reporter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275. 


I  went  dutifully  back  to  the  meet¬ 
ing,  watching  the  clock  until  time  for 
the  shuttle  to  take  me  to  the  airport. 

I  turned  out  to  be  the  only  fare  on 
this  trip,  so  I  sat  up  front  with  the 
driver,  a  talkative  retired  fire  chief 
named  Bob  who  drives  the  van  three 
days  a  week.  When  he  found  out  my 
line  of  work  he  began  to  praise  the 
people  I’d  just  left  behind. 

“Boy,  this  has  been  one  of  the 
nicest  groups  we’ve  ever  had  at  the 
hotel,”  Bob  said.  “Always  a  kind 
word,  not  demanding,  never  in  a 
hurry.  One  guy,  he's  a  pastor  I 
brought  in,  he  saw  me  in  the  lobby 
and  said,  ‘Hi,  how’re  you  doing  to¬ 
day?’  He  remembered  me.” 

Then  a  revelation  struck  me:  Bob 
had  seen  the  face  of  Jesus. 

Maybe  that’s  indeed  what’s  trou¬ 
bling  our  beloved  church  these  days. 
We’ve  somehow  forgotten  that  if  oth¬ 
ers  are  to  see  the  face  of  Jesus,  we  who 
call  ourselves  his  followers  must  learn 
his  characteristics  intimately  so  that 
our  faces  openly  proclaim  his  image. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


(Last  week’s  answer  John  6:35) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  8 

Sunday:  Psalms  98: 1-4 
Monday:  Psalms  98:5-9 
Tuesday:  Acts  10:44-46 
Wednesday:  Acts  10:47-48 
Thursday:  1  John  5:1-6 
Friday:  John  15:9-12 
Saturday:  John  15:13-17 


Stimulate  Your 
Thought  Life  at 
Asbury  Seminary' 

Ire  cutting-edge  theology 
ofWolfhart  Pannenberg. 

The  wit  and  wisdom  of  Thomas 
Morris.  The  doctrinal  distinctives  of 
Jurgen  Moltmann.  Asbuiy  Seminary 
students  are  challenged  to  think. 

Year-in  and  year-out,  world-.class 
lecturers  stimulate  the  Asbury 
community.  Elizabeth  Achtemeicr 
(Union),  C.K.  Barrett  (Durham), 
Patrick  Miller  (Princeton)  and 
Donald  English  (World  Metho¬ 
dist  Council)  have  each  spoken 
in  recent  years. 


"I  don’t  know  of  another 
seminary  that  combines  'y 

sound  learning  and  vital 
piety  like  Asbury  Seminary.” 

—  Dr.  Ma.xic  Dunnam 
Work)  Mctboiii.it  Council 


These  high-caliber  lecture¬ 
ships  complement  a  scholarly 
faculty.  With  doctorates  from  the 
world's  leading  institutions,  professors 
teach  students  to  think  clearly  and 
biblically.  Asburians  develop  a 
thoroughly  Christian  worldview. 

So  ifyou  want  a  stimulating 
thought  life,  study  at  Asbury.  Call 
the  director  of  admissions  today  at 
1  -800-2- ASBURY  to  learn  more 
about  degree  programs  and  future 
lectureships. 

A  Asbury 

Theological 
it  Seminary 

204  N.  Lexington  Avenue  •  Wllmore,  KY  40390-1199 


My  Witness 

Your  note 
can  touch 
a  soul 

By  MAR)ORY  LENOX 

Touch  another  life;  write  a  note. 

That  sounds  so  simple,  almost 
mundane.  Yet  most  of  us  live  in  a 
hectic,  lonely  world  where  we  have 
much  contact  with  others  on  a  very 
“surface”  level. 

The  current  popularity  of  Thomas 
Moore’s  book  Care  of  the  Soul  at¬ 
tests  to  the  desire,  as  he  says,  to  "re¬ 
cover  a  sense  of  the  sacredness  of 
each  individual  life.”  For  our  own 
enrichment  and  for  the  blessing  of 
others,  we  need  to  find  ways  to 
touch  the  heart  and  say  “I  care.” 

As  a  part  of  my  work  with  visitors 
and  new  members  in  a  large  church, 

I  write  a  lot  of  postcards  and  short 
notes.  They  are  significant.  Some 
people  carry  these  cards  around  in 
purses  or  pockets.  Even  weeks  after 
I  write  a  note,  someone  waves  the 
card  toward  me  and  makes  a  com¬ 
ment  about  its  content  or  just 
thanks  me. 

In  keeping  track  of  visitors,  I  oc¬ 
casionally  drop  a  line  to  someone 
saying  something  like,  “We’ve 
missed  seeing  you  around  church. 
Hope  everything  is  okay.” 

I  still  remember  the  day,  years 
ago,  after  1  had  sent  a  number  of 
these  cards — more  personalized, 
yet  very  brief.  Almost  everyone  who 
had  received  a  card  appeared  in 
church  that  Sunday;  that  discovery 
quite  literally  gave  me  chills. 

While  those  examples  taught  me 
the  impact  of  reaching  out,  I  still 
missed  the  spiritual  connection.  At 
a  conference,  one  minister’s  wife 
shared  informally  with  some  others 
about  her  postcard  ministry.  It  was 
then  I  understood  that  it  is  indeed  a 
“ministry”  to  touch  the  soul  of  an¬ 
other  through  the  written  word, 
however  brief. 

A  note  says  that  I  thought  about 
you  today  or  that  I  was  moved  by 
something  that  you  did,  and  it  can 
be  kept  and  re-read.  It  is  often,  I  am 
positive,  a  prompting  from  God 
when  we  think  of  another;  there  is  a 
reason,  beyond  or  understanding, 
why  that  name  comes  to  mind. 

A  note  from  you  might  be  the 
only  affirmation  another  person  re¬ 
ceives  all  day.  It  is,  most  certainly, 
care  of  the  soul  for  both  the  writer 
and  the  recipient. 


Marjory  Lenox  is 
director  of  commu¬ 
nications  for  Christ 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bethel 
Park,  Pa.,  and  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  church's 
local  edition  of  the 
Reporter. 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


watch 


ELDERS'  TALK  CANCELED:  United 

Methodist  Bishop  Hasbrouck  Hughes  Jr.  re¬ 
cently  canceled  Surgeon  General  Joycelyn  El¬ 
ders’  engagement  to  speak  at  the  Florida 
Annual  Conference  meeting  in  June.  According 
to  press  reports,  Bishop  Hughes  canceled  Dr. 
Elders’  appearance  after  some  Florida  United 
Methodists  complained  about  the  doctor’s  po¬ 
sition  on  condoms,  abortion  and  drugs.  Dr.  El¬ 
ders  is  a  United  Methodist.  Replacing  Dr. 

Elders  at  the  “Peace  with  Justice”  service  will 
be  the  Rev.  William  K.  Quick,  pastor  of  Met¬ 
ropolitan  United  Methodist  Church  in  Detroit. 

TWISTER  HITS  CHURCH:  a  recent 

series  of  tornados  which  slammed  across  Texas, 
Oklahoma,  Arkansas  and  Indiana  severely 
damaged  at  least  one  United  Methodist  church, 

First  Church,  in  Lancaster,  Texas,  a  Dallas 
suburb.  The  church,  which  sheltered  three 
families  during  the  storm,  is  on  the  1850s-era 
town  square  which  was  demolished  in  the  di¬ 
saster.  A  United  Methodist  parsonage  in  near¬ 
by  DeSoto  was  also  damaged.  Work  teams 
may  contact  the  Rev.  Gary  Mueller,  North 
Texas  conference  office,  at  214-490-3438. 

'AFRICA  ALIVE':  A  United  Methodist- 

produced  NBC-TV  program  examines  the  im¬ 
pact  on  African  society  of  Christianity —  from 
grass-roots  churches  to  the  first  church- 
launched  university.  “The  church  is  involved 
in  the  most  important  social  issues  on  the  con¬ 
tinent,”  said  Hilly  Hicks,  who  hosts  “Africa: 
Alive  With  Faith,”  produced  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  for  NBC.  The  network 
will  transmit  the  program  to  local  network  sta¬ 
tions  around  June  2.  Affiliate  stations  in  each 
city  or  town  will  decide  if  and  when  to  air  it. 

OUTREACH  PAYS  OFF:  a  March  20 

outreach  effort  in  United  Methodism’s  North 
Texas  Annual  Conference  boosted  worship  at¬ 
tendance  about  25  percent  over  the  same  Sun¬ 
day  in  1993.  The  “Bring  a  Friend  Sunday”  was 
the  first  time  in  three  decades  that  United 
Methodists  in  the  150,000-member  region  had 
mounted  a  coordinated  campaign  to  reach  out  to 
people  who  did  not  attend  a  church.  Based  on 
attendance  reports  from  1 9 1  congregations  in 
the  20-county  area,  officials  estimated  that 
65,000  people  worshiped  March  20  in  the  re¬ 
gion’s  330  churches.  Normal  attendance  is 
about  52,000. 

'KUDZU'  PRIZE:  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  the 

TV  program  produced  by  United  Methodist 
Communications,  won  an  Emmy  recently  for  a 
segment  on  Pulitzer  prize-  winning  cartoonist 
Doug  Marlette,  creator  of  “Kudzu.” 

APPOINTED:  The  Rev.  William  R.  Bouk- 
night  III,  52,  senior  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Myrtle  Beach,  S.C.,  will 
be  the  new  pastor  of  Christ  Church,  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  effective  in  mid-June.  He  will  succeed 
the  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam,  who  is  leaving  the 
5,000-member  church  to  become  president  of 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary  in  Wilmore,  Ky. 

SENATOR'S  PRAISE:  U  S.  Sen.  Howell 

Heflin  of  Alabama  recently  praised  the  pastor 
and  congregation  of  Goshen  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Piedmont,  Ala.  Twenty  people  were 
killed  when  a  tornado  destroyed  the  building 
during  Palm  Sunday  services.  Senator  Heflin 
visited  the  area  with  Vice  President  A1  Gore. 
President  Clinton  has  declared  it  a  national  di¬ 
saster  area. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Church's  Africa  University  efforts  celebrated 

Zimbabwe  leader  praises  church _ 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

MUTARE,  Zimbabwe — A 
sudden,  chilly  rain  failed  to 
quench  a  celebratory  spirit  April 
23  as  the  president  of  Zimbabwe 
joined  more  than  6,000  people 
who  came  to  praise  The  United 
Methodist  Church  for  starting 
the  first  private  university  in 
sub-Sahara  Africa. 

Recounting  the  history  of  de¬ 
nominational  mission  schools 
and  teacher  training  in  Africa, 
President  Robert  G.  Mugabe 
said,  “Throughout  your  church’s 
history,  you  have  been  playing 
one  note — education — with  vari¬ 
ations,  vibrancy  and  resonance.” 

United  Methodist  and  other 
Christian  churches  “have  helped 
educate  politicians  and  social, 
business  and  religious  leaders  for 
the  continent,”  said  the  presi¬ 
dent,  a  Roman  Catholic.  “That  is 
a  note  we  want  to  see  you  contin¬ 
ue  to  play.” 

Government  support 

The  president,  who  approved  a 
charter  allowing  establishment  of 
Africa  University  as  Zimbabwe’s 
first  private  university,  pledged 
government  support  and  prom¬ 
ised  that  the  church-related 
school  will  receive  the  same  "ac¬ 
ademic  freedom”  and  consider¬ 
ation  as  other  universities  in 
Zimbabwe. 

“We  want  to  see  Africa  Uni¬ 
versity  grow  and  want  to  open 
the  door  for  other  private  univer¬ 
sities.  Don’t  be  afraid  to  ask  for 
our  assistance,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Mugabe  reported  that  at 
least  two  other  Christian  bodies 
have  proposed  building  universi¬ 
ties  in  Zimbabwe.  The  nation  had 
only  state-run  colleges  until  Africa 
University.  Mr.  Mugabe  said  he 
told  applicants  to  “study  how  the 
Methodists  have  done  it.”  _ 

Mr.  Mugabe’s  arrival  on  the 
campus  by  government  helicop¬ 
ter  was  a  highlight  of  a  three-day 
celebration  of  Africa  University’s 


formal  opening.  Before  address¬ 
ing  the  crowd,  Mr.  Mugabe  re¬ 
ceived  an  honorary  doctor  of 
letters — the  first  bestowed  by  the 
university. 

He  was  also  present  during  in¬ 
auguration  of  Angolan  Bishop 
Emilio  J.M.  de  Carvalho  and  the 
Rev.  John  W.Z.  Kurewa  of  Zim¬ 
babwe  as  the  new  university’s 
chancellor  and  vice  chancellor, 
respectively. 

The  daylong  festival  of  singing, 
traditional  Zimbabwean  dance 
and  dedication  of  new  buildings 
drew  church,  civic  and  political 
leaders  locally  and  from  around 
the  world,  including  hundreds  of 
Zimbabwean  citizens,  many  of 
whom  walked  miles. 

A  good  omen 

Festivities  were  interrupted 
sporadically  by  fierce  sudden 
rain  and  sleet,  an  ironic  end  to  a 
week  of  perfect,  sunny  weather. 
In  fact,  the  day  began  as  a  scorch¬ 
er  with  umbrellas  carried  for 
shade,  not  rain. 

Local  sages,  nonplussed  by  fick¬ 
le  weather,  explained  that  Zim¬ 
babwean  folklore  dictates  rain  as  a 
good  omen  for  the  university. 

With  a  contingent  of  United 
Methodist  bishops  from  Europe, 


"Throughout  your 
church's  history,  you 
have  been  playing  one 
note — education — with 
variations,  vibrancy 
and  resonance." 

—Robert  G.  Mugabe 


Africa  and  the  United  States,  at 
least  400  U.S.  United  Methodist 
clergy,  musicians,  educators  and 
laypersons  came  to  the  celebration 
near  Old  Mutare,  site  of  a  historic 
United  Methodist  mission. 

Catherine  LeBlanc,  a  United 
Methodist  laywoman  and  member 
of  U.S.  President  Bill  Clinton’s  ad¬ 
ministration,  congratulated  the  de¬ 
signers  of  the  United  Methodist 
university. 

Ms.  LeBlanc,  who  heads  the 
U.S.  education  department  ini¬ 
tiative  on  historically  black  col¬ 
leges,  greeted  participants  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  Educa¬ 
tion  Secretary  Dick  Riley,  a 
United  Methodist. 

Ms.  Burton  is  director  of  the 
Nashville  office  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service. 


Korean  Methodists  pledge 
$  1  million  to  school  chapel 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

MUTARE,  Zimbabwe — The 
highest  of  a  long  list  of  financial 
pledges  to  Africa  University — a 
promise  of$l  million. — came 
from  the  largest  church  in  the 
global  Methodist  tradition,  it  was 
announced  April  23. 

Kwang  Lim  Methodist  Church, 
a  67,000-member  church  in  Seoul, 
Korea,  will  raise  the  money  to  erect 
a  chapel  on  the  campus  of  United 
Methodism’s  first  university  in  Af¬ 
rica,  according  to  Kwang  Lim’s 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Sundo  Kim. 


United 

Methodists  at 
one  of  some 
200-plus 
downlink  sites 
in  this  country 
watch  the 
delayed 
television 
report  of  the 
Africa 
University 
dedication 
ceremonies. 
An  estimated 
8,000  people 
across  the 
country  saw 
the  program. 
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The  Korean  Methodist  Church 
is  a  sister  denomination  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  pastor,  a  personal  friend 
of  United  Methodism’s  first  Ko- 
rean-American  bishop,  Hae-Jong 
Kim  of  Rochester,  N.Y.,  said  his 
church  will  donate  the  chapel  in 
honor  of  “the  evangelical  spirit 
of  Methodist  tradition." 

The  pledge  by  the  Korean 
church  topped  a  list  of  financial 
gifts  promised  or  presented  dur¬ 
ing  the  official  opening  of  Africa 
University. 


PHOTO  BY  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

MUTARE,  Zimbabwe — Workers  erect  a  40-foot  United  Meth¬ 
odist  cross  and  flame  at  Africa  University  a  few  days  before 
the  recent  dedication  cererrfonies  at  the  school  in  Zimbabwe, 
Africa.  United  Methodists  in  the  Mississippi  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  funded  the  cross  and  also  gave  $265,000  for  student 
scholarships. 


Professor  helps  fund  scholarship 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

MUTARE.  Zimbabwe— A 
member  of  Africa  University’s 
agricultural  faculty  has  launched 
a  scholarship  in  gratitude  for 
church  support  he  received  for 
his  own  higher  education. 

Ernest  I.  Muzorewa,  director 
of  practical  agriculture  at  the 
first  United  Methodist-support¬ 
ed  university  in  southern  Africa, 
gave  $750  recently  toward  a 
scholarship  to  support  at  least 
one  student  who  otherwise  could 
not  afford  to  attend. 

Presented  on  the  occasion  of 
the  university’s  official  opening 
and  inauguration  services,  the 
gift  is  the  largest  so  far  to  the 
school  from  one  of  its  faculty. 


"I  am  a  beneficiary 
of  United  Methodist 
support." 

— Ernest  I.  Muzorewa 


Mr.  Muzorewa  and  wife  Flora 
pledged  to  add  to  it  monthly. 

The  Zimbabwean  layman  said 
his  scholarship  contribution  sym¬ 
bolizes  gratitude  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church  for  its  support 
of  his  own  education. 

“I  am  a  beneficiary  of  United 
Methodist  support,”  said  Mr. 
Muzorewa,  a  graduate  of  church- 
related  Momingside  College  in 
Sioux  City,  Iowa,  and  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Missouri. 


“I  was  enriched  by  my  educa¬ 
tion  and  feel  I  can  help  enrich 
others,”  he  added. 

Since  opening  in  1992,  Africa 
University’s  agricultural  pro¬ 
gram  has  captured  the  interest  of 
experts  in  Africa  and  the  United 
States. 

Along  with  a  fish  hatchery  and 
poultry  and  pig  projects  in  which 
students  participate,  the  agricul¬ 
ture  faculty  has  launched  a  seed 
com  project  with  Pioneer  Seed, 
and  plantings  of  an  experimental 
oil  seed  (vernonia  galamensis)  in 
cooperation  with  the  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  Agriculture. 

The  university  also  has  a  facul¬ 
ty  of  theology.  A  faculty  of  man¬ 
agement  and  administration  is 
expected  to  open  in  1995. 


Making  faith 
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CHANNEL 
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the  channel  in  your  area,  contact 

Beverlyjudge 

I  74  Trinity  Place,  Suite  1810 

U  I  UOm  New  York-  m  10006-2003 
Phone  (212)  602-9622 


united  motnodirt 


Pastor  sees  election  role  as  'a  walk  in  history' 


A  United  Methodist  pastor  who 
assisted  in  last  week’s  first  all-races 
election  in  South  Africa  told  The 
Dallas  Morning  News  he  felt  he  had 
been  given  "an  opportunity  to  walk 
in  history.”. 

The  Rev.  L.  Charles  Stovall  of 
Dallas  was  one  of  some  300  people 
selected  by  the  Ecumenical  Moni¬ 
toring  Program  of  South  Africa  to 
observe  elections  in  Soweto,  for¬ 
merly  one  of  South  Africa’s  most  vi¬ 
olent  racial  settings. 

Mr.  Stovall  told  a  Dallas  newspa¬ 
per  reporter  that  he  was  moved  as 
he  visited  six  polling  stations  on  the 
four-day  election’s  first  day. 

In  one  community  hall  he  helped 
carry  a  78-year-old  woman  to  the 
ballot  box  because  she  was  without 
crutches  and  could  not  walk. 

A  few  miles  away,  at  another  poll¬ 
ing  place  in  an  elementary  school, 
he  corrected  an  election  worker  who 
was  improperly  folding  ballots. 

“He’s  not  supposed  to  do  that,” 
said  Mr.  Stovall  as  he  watched  the 
worker.  “We’ll  have  to  report  that.” 

Mr.  Stovall  and  other  election 
monitors/observers  were  invited  to 
South  Africa  to  ensure  that  the  elec¬ 
tion  was  “free  and  fair”  (see  related 
editorials  on  Page  2  of  this  issue). 

He  was  one  of  two  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  a  20-member  group  select¬ 


ed  by  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA.  The 
other  was  Wayne  Cowan,  a  staff 
member  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Bernard  Spong,  a  staff  member 
with  the  South  African  Council  of 
Churches,  said  many  churches  were 
used  as  polling  stations.  He  also 
said  that  many  ministers  and  lay- 
people  were  involved  in  the  elector¬ 
al  process  as  officers,  monitors  or 
observers. 


Following  the  elections,  Mr. 
Spong  said,  churches  were  asked  to 
help  provide  ballot  counters.  He 
said  some  1,000  church  persons 
were  trained,  then  were  deployed 
throughout  the  country  to  assist  if 
not  form  the  core  of  skillful  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  counting  process. 

Monitors/observers  like  Mr.  Sto¬ 
vall  began  working  two  weeks  be¬ 
fore  polling  places  opened,  meeting 
with  police  officials  and  community 
groups  to  help  deter  violent  out¬ 


breaks. 

The  Dallas  Morning  News  report¬ 
ed  that  at  one  election  station,  Mr. 
Stovall  helped  volunteers  unfold  the 
gnarled  hand  of  a  quadraplegic  so  it 
could  be  placed  comfortably  in  an 
ultraviolet  light  box  to  ensure  that 
citizens  voted  only  once. 

Elections  in  South  Africa  had 
been  scheduled  for  three  days.  They 
were  extended  to  a  fourth  day  fol¬ 
lowing  allegations  of  irregularities 
and  massive  logistical  flaws. 


SOUTH 
AFRICA— 
Despite  his 
disabilities,  this 
South  African 
got  to  the 
polling  station 
to  vote  (see 
related 
editorials  on 
facing  page). 
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-  connections 

CLARIFICATION:  A  United  Methodist 
News  Service  story  in  the  April  29  Reporter 
implied  that  Bishop  Dan  Solomon  of  Oklahoma 
City  mentioned  last  November’s  “RE-Imagin- 
ing”  conference  during  a  presidential  address 
to  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee.  The  printed  text  from 
which  he  spoke  mentions  no  specific  event. 

HONORED:  The  Rev.  James  E.  Skilling- 
ton  III  won  an  award  of  excellence  recently 
from  the  Religious  Public  Relations  Council  for 

Kaleidoscope,  a  magazine  published  by  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Baltimore-Washington  confer¬ 
ence.  He  also  won  a  certificate  of  merit  for 
United  Methodist  Connection,  a  biweekly  news¬ 
paper  published  by  the  conference. 

KOREAN  PROPOSAL:  A  caucus  of 
Korean  United  Methodists  discussed  recently 
the  concept  of  a  Korean-language  missionary 
conference  for  the  denomination's  Korean¬ 
speaking  U.S.  churches.  The  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Korean-American  United  Methodist 
Churches  also  elected  a  new  president,  the 
Rev.  Lee  Surp  Park  of  Homewood,  Ill.  He  is 
director  of  the  Korean  Mission  Ministry  of  the 
denomination’s  North  Central  Jurisdiction. 

TOBACCO  BATTLE:  Directors  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  were  encouraged  during  their  recent 
meeting  to  ask  the  U.S.  Congress  to  better  reg¬ 
ulate  the  tobacco  industry,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  Directors  are  asked  to  contact  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress  to  support  legislation  requir¬ 
ing  all  regulations — such  as  labeling  and 
advertising  restrictions — for  domestic  tobacco 
sales  to  be  applied  to  exported  tobacco. 

VIDEO  PRAISED:  “Black  Methodism: 
Legacy  of  Faith,”  a  28-minute  video  released 
in  February  by  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  (UMCom),  is  the  focus  of  a  resolution 
adopted  recently  by  United  Methodism’s  black 
caucus,  Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal. 
The  resolution  commends  the  video’s  producers 
as  having  accomplished  “a  most  creditable  job 
...  of  visually  depicting  the  historical  participa¬ 
tion  and  impact  of  blacks  in  Methodism.”  The 
video  is  a  cooperative  effort  by  UMCom  and 
BMCR. 

PEACE  GRANT  GIVEN:  a  Peace  with 
Justice  grant  of  $2,500  has  been  awarded  to  the 
United  Methodist  National  Network  of  Town 
and  Country  Ministries  to  assist  network  mem¬ 
bers  in  attending  a  public-policy  forum  in  Wash¬ 
ington  in  July.  The  grant,  one  of  nine  worth  a 
total  of  $14,700  awarded  recently  by  the  Peace 
With  Justice  Program  of  the  denomination’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  strengthen  the  work  of  advocates  and  lead¬ 
ers  in  town  and  rural  ministries. 

INTERNSHIP  AIDED:  The  largest  of  12 

ethnic  local  church  grants  made  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  this  spring  was  given  to  the  denomination’s 
Native  American  International  Caucus  for  an 
internship  program.  The  $18,200  grant  will 
place  an  intern  at  the  board  for  training  and 
education;  the  intern  will  also  help  the  board 
address  Native  American  issues.  Total  funding 
of  $101,370  was  awarded  by  the  board. 


PARNU,  Estonia — Now  that  their  "Agape  Center"  is  nearing  completion,  United  Methodists  in  Parnu 
asked  their  community  what  programs  the  church  should  provide  in  the  buildings.  Construction  has 
stopped,  however,  because  the  building  needs  funds  for  windows — an  expense  of  about  $50,000.  An 
additional  $375,000  is  needed  to  complete  construction  and  equip  the  center  (see  story  below). 


Estonian  church  center  gives 
community  what  it  asked  for 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

“Possibility  to  listen  to  the 
Word  of  God”  was  the  number- 
one  preference  expressed  by  resi¬ 
dents  of  Parnu,  Estonia,  who 
were  polled  recently  by  the  devel¬ 
oping  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation  there. 

The  poll  was  conducted  late 
last  year  by  the  100-member  lo¬ 
cal  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion,  said  the  Rev.  Ullas  Tankler, 
pastor.  He  and  his  wife,  Meeli, 


PARNU,  Estonia — The  Rev. 
Ullas  Tankler  uses  a  ribbon- 
wrapped  key  to  unlock  offices 
inside  the  center  for  the  first 
time. 


are  in  the  U.$.  on  a  month-long 
mission  interpretation  tour. 

The  survey  sought  citizens’ 
opinions  about  ministries  and 
programs  for  the  congregation’s 
Agape  Center. 

The  center  is  under  construc¬ 
tion  in  a  growing  west-side  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  the  port  city  of 
53,000  about  50  miles  south  of 
Helsinki,  Finland. 

The  center  is  intended  to 
serve,  among  other  things,  as  a 
250-seat  sanctuary,  a  cultural 
and  community  hall,  site  of  min¬ 
istries  to  children  and  those  with 
disabilities  and  office  for  the  Es¬ 
tonian  Bible  Society. 

The  church  sent  one-page  sur¬ 
veys  to  each  of  the  town’s  1 5,000 
registered  mailboxes,  Mr. 
Tankler  said. 

The  survey  and  the  fact  that  it 
came  from  a  church  proved  so 
novel  to  the  Estonians  that  it  re¬ 
sulted  in  nearly  a  10  percent  re¬ 
turn  rate — respectable  even  by 
American  standards  and  impres¬ 
sive  in  a  country  where  such  in¬ 
teraction  is  still  “totally  new,”  as 
Mr.  Tankler  put  it. 

Hundreds  of  respondents 
wrote  lengthy  responses  to  an 
open-ended  question  about  com¬ 
munity  needs,  the  pastor  contin¬ 
ued.  These  were  compiled  and 
presented  to  the  33-member 
town  council  by  Mrs.  Tankler. 
She  was  elected  to  the  council 
late  last  year  to  represent  the 
Agape  Center’s  neighborhood. 

The  responses  are  now  being 
considered  by  the  council’s  social 
concerns  committee,  of  which  Mrs. 


Tankler  is  a  member,  she  said. 

Mrs.  Tangier's  election  marks 
the  first  time  a  United  Methodist 
has  held  public  office  in  Estonia, 
Mr.  Tankler  said. 

The  congregation’s  efforts  to 
discern  and  respond  to  people’s 
needs — such  as  through  the  sur¬ 
vey  and  in  community  minis¬ 
tries — continues  to  add  to  its 
ability  to  help  Pamu  recover 
from  the  effects  of  communism, 
the  Tanklers  said. 

“People  have  seen  the  congrega¬ 
tion  come  to  ask  their  opinion 
about  what’s  needed  at  the  Agape 
Center,"  Mr.  Tankler  said.  “When 
people  come  to  the  center  in  the 
future  and  they  see  what  will  be 
there,  they  will  feel  ‘This  is  my 
place.’  This  is  most  important.” 

Results  of  the  poll  have  added 
greater  urgency  to  finishing  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Agape  Center, 
Mr.  Tankler  said. 

Construction  has  stopped  be¬ 
cause  the  building  needs  win¬ 
dows — an  expense  of  about 
$50,000  in  American  money. 

An  additional  $375,000  is 
needed  to  complete  construction 
and  equip  the  center. 

“We  have  paid  as  we  built,” 
the  pastor  said,  “so  that  there 
will  be  no  debt  when  it  is  com¬ 
pleted.” 

Contributions  for  the  Agape 
Center  in  Parnu,  Estonia,  may  be 
sent  via  annual  conference  treasur¬ 
ers  to  Advance  Special  No. 
011539-5RA  or  to  Fund  Mission  in 
Europe,  c/o  Bishop  Hans  Vaxby, 
Fanrik  Stalsgata  6,  SF-00100  Hel- 
sinfors,  Finland. 


Church  factions 
overlook  differences 
to  work  in  concert 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Can  churchwide  groups  of 
United  Methodists  having  di¬ 
verse — sometimes  widely  diver¬ 
gent — viewpoints  work  together 
without  endorsing  one  anoth¬ 
er’s  interests? 

That  question  forms  the  heart 
of  a  new  call  to  unity  in  the 
church  being  circulated  among 
nine  of  United  Methodism’s  un¬ 
official  special-interest  groups. 

The  “Denver  Declaration”  has 
been  in  the  works  since  the 
church’s  1 992  legislative  General 
Conference,  said  the  Rev.  James 
G.  O’Quinn  of  Roanoke,  Va. 

Mr.  O’Quinn  and  his  wife,  the 
Rev.  Dorothy  McNeer  O’Quinn, 
are  co-convenors  for  United 
Methodist  Clergy  Couples.  Their 
group  represents  186  married 
couples  who  are  both  ordained 
Ujiited  Methodist  clergy.  There 
are  about  1,300  United  Method¬ 
ist  clergy  couples  total. 

The  declaration  refers  to  Den¬ 
ver  because  it  is  the  site  of  the 
1996  General  Conference.  The 
statement  was  drafted  at  a 
March  1  meeting  in  Washington. 

Fighting  over  scraps 

“As  legislative  coordinators  for 
various  causes  were  sharing  infor¬ 
mation  at  the  1992  General  Con¬ 
ference,  we  became  aware  that  we 
were  fighting  over  scraps  of  pow¬ 
er,”  Mr.  O'Quinn  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  in  a  telephone  interview. 

“We  began  to  ask  one  anoth¬ 
er  then,  ‘Can  we  work  together 
instead  of  against  one  another? 
Can  we  work  together  without 
endorsing  the  agenda  of  another 
group?’  ” 

Mr.  O’Quinn  said  that  rheto¬ 
ric  from  both  extremes  of  the 
church  about  the  denomination 
being  split  added  impetus  to  the 
development  of  the  declaration, 
which  was  issued  during  Holy 
Week  (see  excerpts  at  right). 

The  statement  was  timed  for 
release  eight  days  prior  to  an  in¬ 
vitation-only  two-day  meeting  of 
church  leaders  convened  in  At¬ 
lanta  by  the  Rev.  Maxie  D.  Dun- 
nam  (see  related  story  above). 

Dr.  Dunnam  is  the  newly  elect¬ 
ed  president  of  Asbury  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminaiy  in  Witmore,  Ky., 
and  a  prominent  leader  of  tradi¬ 
tionalist  United  Methodists.  He 
also  has  been  a  leader  in  the 
drafting  of  two  previous  political 
statements,  the  1988  Houston 
and  1992  Memphis  declarations, 
by  a  conservative  coalition  of 
United  Methodist  pastors. 


From  the 

"Denver  Declaration: 
Return  to  Community" 

“We  are  committed  to  heal¬ 
ing  our  denomination  instead 
of  splitting  it  into  factions  . . , 
(and)  to  celebrating  all  that 
unites  us  as  Christians. 

"We  are  committed  to  build¬ 
ing  a  world  where  all  people  are 
free  to  use  the  gifts  that  God 
has  given  them  in  worship,  and 
in  the  world. 

"We  are  committed  to  de¬ 
fending  the  human  rights  of  all 
persons  regardless  of  race,  gen¬ 
der,  sexual  orientation,  creed, 
economic  situation,  handicap¬ 
ping  condition,  national  origin, 
status  and  age. " 

Anyone  wishing  the  full  " Denver 
Declaration:  Return  to  Communi¬ 
ty"  text  may  write  lames  or  Doro¬ 
thy  McNeer  O'Quinn,  4275  Raleigh 
Road,  Roanoke,  VA  23321. 
Requests  should  include  a 
stamped,  self-addressed  envelope. 


“We  saw  [such  rhetoric]  as 
fearmongering,”  Mr.  O’Quinn 
said.  “We  want  to  show  the  de¬ 
nomination  that  we’re  people  of 
faith,  not  of  fear.” 

The  Rev.  Sandra  Lydick  of 
Fort  Worth,  Texas,  convenor  of 
the  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Caucus,  a  300-member  group  of 
lay  and  clergy  women,  echoed 
Mr.  O’Quinn. 

“We’re  concerned  that  at  past 
General  Conferences  it  has 
seemed  like  there  has  been  such 
a  battle  over  theological  agen¬ 
das,”  she  said.  “Instead  of  divi¬ 
siveness  we  need  to  be  looking 
at  the  mission  of  the  church  for 
the  21st  Century.” 

Mr.  O’Quinn  said  the  caucus¬ 
es  involved  besides  the  clergy 
couples’  and  women’s  groups 
include: 

■  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal; 

■  Federation  of  Asian-Amer- 
ican  United  Methodists; 

■  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action; 

■  Affirmation:  United  Meth¬ 
odists  for  Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bi¬ 
sexual  Concerns; 

■  Reconciling  Congregations 
(a  network  of  churches  that 
publicly  profess  to  accept  peo¬ 
ple  without  regard  to  sexual  ori¬ 
entation); 

■  United  Methodist  Rural 
Fellowship;  and 

■  A  group  of  diaconal  minis¬ 
ters. 


Disciple 


Becoming  Disciples  Throuch  Bible  Study 

Disciple  Bible  studies  are 
specifically  designed  to  develop 
strong  Christian  leaders  through 
regular  in-depth  study  of 
Scripture,  or  in  the  words  of 
Ephesians  4:12,  “to  equip  the 
saints  for  the  work  of  ministry,  for 
building  up  the  body  of  Christ.” 

Participants  gain  an  overview  of 
the  Bible  that  will  launch  them 
into  lifelong  study  of  God's  Word. 

To  register  for  a  training 

seminar,  or  for  more  ,_’J  «T 

information,  call  toll  free  /  7 

1-800-672-1789, 

fax  anytime 

1-615-749-6049, 

or  write:  , 

Cokesbury  Seminars, 

Attn:  Wini  Grizzle, 

P.0.  Box  801, 

Nashville.  TN  37202-0801. 


Summer  1994 
Leader  Training  Seminars 


May  3-5 . 

May  12-14 . 

June  16-18 . 

June  23-25 . 

June  23-25 . 

July  7-9 . 

July  7-9 . 

July  14-16 . 

July  19-21 . 

July  21-23 . 

July  28-30 . 

August  4-6 .... 

August  18-20.. 

September  6-8 

September  15-17 . Charlotte.  NC 
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CLASSIFIED 


CONFERENCE  NEWSPAPER  EDITOR.  Three 
days  per  week.  The  United  Methodist  Church,  Cali¬ 
fornia-Pacific  Annual  Conference  has  an  openingjor 
a  newspaper  editor.  Bi-weekly  circulation  is  8,000. 
This  position  offers  an  opportunity  to  take  an  out¬ 
standing  newspaper  in  a  new  direction.  You  will  be 
interpreting  events  for  over  400  churches  and 
120,000  members  in  Southern  California,  Hawaii 
and  Guam.  Position  requires  bachelor’s  degree. 
Clear  understanding  of  United  Methodist  beliefs 
and  structure  very  important.  Must  havfe  five  years 
experience  in  newspaper  writing  and  editing.  Should 
be  familiar  with  layout,  production  and  photogra¬ 
phy.  Must  provide  own  transportation.  Will  also  su¬ 
pervise  circulation  management,  budget  and 
promotion  operations.  Salary  plus  benefits.  Closing 
date  for  receiving  application  5/15.  Start  date  6/15. 
Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Fred  Overby.  Search  Commit¬ 
tee  Chairperson,  United  Methodist  Center,  P.O. 
Box  6006,  Pasadena,  CA  91 102.  An  equal  opportu- 
nity  employer. 


WANTED  COORDINATOR,  NATIVE  American 

Communications  Office,  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  (UMCom),  Nashville,  TN.  Must  have 
writing/reporting  experience  and  knowledge  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  Contact  UMCom  Personnel 
Office  (6 15)  742-5137. 


RAVIS  PARK  UMC  IN  SAN  ANTONIO  seeking 

outh  Director  beginning  summer  94.  Bachelor’s 
sree  and  experience  preferred.  Salary  negotiable, 
on  tact:  Linda  Montgomery  (210)  226-8341. 


DIRECTOR  OF  LAY  MINISTRIES  WANTED 

for  mid-size  United  Methodist  Church.  Prior  experi¬ 
ence  with  United  Methodist  education  program/ 
ministries  desired.  Contact:  Rev.  Steve  Campbell, 
3402  South  Jackson,  Amarillo,  TX  79109.  Tele¬ 
phone.  (806)  3766182. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 

needed  to  continue  strong  program  for  growing 
1350-member  multi-staff  church  located  in  county 
seat,  university  town  between  Austin  and  San  Anto¬ 
nio.  Salary  negotiable  depending  upon  experience 
and  training  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Bill  Henderson, 
First  UMC  129  W.  Hutchison,  San  Marcos,  TX 
78666. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  (FULL-TIME)  for  large 

UMC  in  suburban  Houston.  Minimum:  BA,  evan¬ 
gelical,  2  years  experience,  references.  Desired:  mu¬ 
sic  skills.  Salary  plus  parsonage  plus  utilities  plus 
health  insurance.  Resume  to:  UMR,  DepLGH,  Box 
660275,  Dallas.  TX  752660275. 


WANTED  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  Robeson 

County  Church  and  Community  Center,  Lumber- 
ton,  NC.  Person  would  administer  and  develop 
ministry  center  and  satellite  centers  with  programs 
in  housing  literacy,  emergency  assistance,  and  trans¬ 
portation.  A  FISCAL  OPERATIONS  MANAGER 
is  also  needed.  This  person  would  write  and  monitor 
grants  and  oversee  all  financial  operations.  Contact 
Brenda  Connelly.  210  E  15th  St,  Lumberton,  NC 
28348.  (910)  738-5204  by  May30. 


nONS  AVAILABLE  Christian  organization 

ianta  Fe  seeking  married  Christian  couples  to 
is  houseparents.  Compensation  indudes  room, 
salary  and  benefits.  Send  resumes  to:  House- 
,  P.O.  Box  92511,  Albuquerque,  NM  87109  or 
35)  881-3363  and  ask  for  Personnd  Dept 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  MIKE  CLEMENTS 


Tired  of  the  HUMP?  j 
The  solution—  15  | 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised  | 
roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  800-330-3622 


Contract-signing  signals  start  of  design 
phase  for  UMR  communications  center 


The  long-sought  dream  of  the  UMR  Center  for  Church  Communica¬ 
tions  came  closer  to  reality  April  26  as  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Bruce  Blake  (center)  signed  a  $177,000  contract  with  Dal-Mac  Con¬ 
struction  to  begin  a  six-month  design  phase.  Observing  are  (seated 
from  left),  Pat  Cornell  of  Dal-Mac  and  Bob  Bruce,  UMR  Foundation 
Board  chair,  both  of  Dallas;  and  (standing  from  left)  the  Rev. 
Wayne  Fesmire  of  Paducah,  Ky.,  chair  of  the  UMR  Governing 
Board;  the  Rev.  Ronald  P.  Patterson,  UMR  Publisher;  and  David 
Rooke  of  Kerrville,  Texas,  Building  Committee  chair  and  immediate 
past  chair  of  the  foundation.  UMR  leaders  expect  to  award  a  con¬ 
struction  bid  for  the  center  in  December.  Construction  is  anticipat¬ 
ed  to  begin  in  January  1995  with  occupancy  slated  for  September 
1995. 


This  scries  of  pictures  shows  the  evolution  of  the  Chrismon  Tree  at 
Grace  UMC,  Ruston.  In  the  photo  on  the  left  is  the  tree  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  during  Advent.  In  the  second  picture,  the  trunk  and  limbs 
form  a  cross  which  was  carried  to  the  altar  before  each  Lenten  wor¬ 


ship  service.  Picture  three  shows  the  cross  in  a  tree  stand  wrapped 
in  chicken  wire  before  the  Easter  sunrise  service.  Fresh  flowers  in 
buckets  are  ready  to  be  used  by  the  church  family  to  decorate  the 
tree  during  Easter  worship. 
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The  cross  "bloomed”  on  Easter  Sunday  at  Grace  UMC,  Ruston. 
ABOVE,  Cara  Cain  adds  a  flower.  Nel  Henley  is  work  area/worship 
chair  and  Dr.  lack  O'Dell  is  pastor. 


Part  of  a  sermon 
I  will 

never  forget 


Bishop  William  Oden 

Last  Annual  Conference,  our  preacher  was  Leonard  Sweet,  president 
of  United  Theological  Seminary,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Part  of  a  sermon  he  preached  still  rings  in  my  ears.  In  fact,  I  recently 
saw  a  copy  of  this  sermon,  and  since  he  preached  it  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  session.  Iam  assuming  it  can  be  shared: 

One  of  our  students  received  an  appointment  from  a  bishop,  and  the 
student  did  not  feel  the  placement  exactly  suited  his  abilities. 

I  overheard  him  complaining  about  it  to  another  student,  and  then 
the  other  student  said,  “You  know,  the  world's  a  better  place  because 
Michelangelo  did  not  say,  'I  don't  do  ceilings.' '' 

Her  comment  stopped  me  dead  in  my  tracks.  I  had  to  admit  she  was 
right. 

If  you  and  I  are  going  to  be  faithful  to  the  ministry  God  is  calling  us 
to,  then  we  had  better  understand  that.  I  reflected  on  the  attitudes  of 
key  people  throughout  the  Scriptures  and  the  history  of  the  church. 

The  world’s  a  better  place  because  a  German  monk  named  Martin 
Luther  did  not  say,  “I  don’t  do  doors.” 

The  world's  a  better  place  because  an  Oxford  don  named  John 
Wesley  didn’t  say,  “I  don’t  do  preaching  in  fields.” 

The  world’s  a  better  place  because  Moses  didn’t  say,  “I  don't  do 
Pharaohs  or  mass  migrations." 

The  world’s  a  better  place  because  Noah  didn’t  say,  “I  don’t  do 
arks  and  animals.” 

The  world’s  a  better  place  because  Rahab  didn’t  say,  “I  don't  do 
enemy  spies.” 

The  world’s  a  better  place  because  Ruth  didn’t  say,  “I  don’t  do 
mothers-in-law.” 

The  world’s  a  better  place  because  Samuel  didn’t  say,  “I  don't  do 
mornings.” 

The  world’s  a  better  place  because  David  didn’t  say,  “I  don’t  do 
giants.” 

The  world's  a  better  place  because  Peter  didn’t  say,  “I  don’t  do 
Gentiles.” 

The  world’s  a  better  place  because  John  didn’t  say,  “I  don’t  do 
deserts.” 

The  world's  a  better  place  because  Mary  didn’t  say,  “I  don’t  do 
virgin  births.” 

The  world’s  a  better  place  because  Paul  didn't  say,  “I  don't  do 
correspondence.” 

The  world's  a  better  place  because  Mary  Magdalene  didn’t  say,  “I 
don’t  do  feet.” 

The  world’s  a  better  place  because  Jesus  didn’t  say,  “I  don't  do 
crosses.” 

And  the  world  will  be  a  better  place  only  if  you  and  I  don’t  say,  “I 
don’t  do  . . .” 


Spouses  of  Cabinet  members  presented  button  barrettes  they  made 
on  a  retreat,  cross  necklaces  and  socks  to  children  at  the  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans  recently.  Pictured  with  Dr.  Richard  E.  Hodg¬ 
es,  executive  director  of  the  home,  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Gail  Maddin, 
Eleanor  Caraway,  Retta  Poole  and  Ann  Rhoads.  Rev.  Charles  B. 
Humphreys,  pastor  First  UMC,  Hammond,  made  the  crosses  for  the 
necklaces. 


Oh  Happy  day!  Conference  Center  is  on  the  way! 
Groundbreaking  ceremony  scheduled  May  28  at  site 


The  yahoos  of  the  Conference 
Center  Round-up  reverberate  from 
the  core  of  the  state  to  call  us  all  back 
for  an  even  happier  celebration  — 
the  groundbreaking  for  the  long 
dreamed-of,  new  Conference  Center. 
The  ceremony  is  set  for  Saturday, 
May  28,  at  2:30  p.m.  at  the  site. 

Observers  outside  Louisiana 
Conference  looked  on  in  awe  and 
admiration  last  year  as  $6  million 
was  pledged  in  six  months  to  assure 
that  the  Center  would  be  built  in 
Louisiana.  Minds  of  members  had 
been  made  up  —  Louisiana  would 
have  its  own  Conference  Center! 

Gifts  and  pledges 

Generous  donors  sped  the  goal 
along  with  large  gifts  of  money  and 
property  Those  gifts  combined  with 
the  equally  unselfish  smaller  gifts 
and  the  pledges  of  varying  amounts 
from  churches  of  all  sizes  all  over 
the  state  guaranteed  that  the  Center 
would  be  built. 

Now  its  time  to  celebrate,  to  give 
thanks  and  to  break  ground  at  the 
560-acre  site.  It  is  located  five  miles 


Cokesbury  Preview  ’94,  a  look  at 
the  new  curriculum  for  children, 
youth  and  adults,  is  planned  for 
Thursday,  May  19,  from  1:30  to  4:40 
p.m.  in  First  UMC,  2727  Jackson  St., 
Alexandria.  Participants  will  examine 
the  new  materials  and  each  will  re¬ 
ceive  a  free  gift  for  attending. 

Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  Conference  di¬ 
rector,  education  and  worship  minis¬ 
tries,  said,  “The  Cokesbury  materials 
have  short  preparation  time,  are  reli¬ 
ably  Bible-based,  easy  to  teach,  age 
appropriate,  include  life  applications 
and  will  make  students  want  to  go 


south  of  Alexandria  on  Coulee 
Crossing  between  1-49  and  Highway 
165  at  Woodworth,  La. 

Ceremonies 
will  include  com¬ 
ments  from  Bish¬ 
op  William  B. 

Oden;  Dr.  Tom 
Matheny  of 
Hammond,  chair 
of  the  Center’s 
board  of  directors;  David  Butler, 
mayor  of  the  Village  of  Woodworth 
and  other  special  guests. 

Country  outing 

Participants  will  enjoy  the  out¬ 


doors  at  the  country  setting,  al¬ 
though  the  entire  site  may  not  be 
accessible.  Dr.  Harvey  Williams, 
project  coordinator,  said.  “We  hope 
churches  will  bring  delegations  to 
this  service  as  we  see  a  dream  be¬ 
come  a  reality.” 

Light  refreshments  will  be  served. 
Attire  will  be  casual.  In  case  of  in¬ 
clement  weather,  the  ceremony  will 
be  moved  to  First  UMC,  2727  Jack- 
son  St.,  Alexandria. 

The  firm  of  Barron,  Heinberg  and 
Brocato  in  Alexandria  is  serving  as 
architects  for  the  project.  The  con¬ 
tract  for  construction  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  soon.  Construction  is 


The  meeting  will  be  held  June  6-9 
at  Centenary  College  and  First 
UMC,  both  in  Shreveport,  with 
Bishop  William  B.  Oden  presiding. 

Monday  worship 

Bishop  Solomon  will  speak  at  the 
worship  service  Monday,  June  6, 
7:30  p.m.  in  the  church. 

The  focus  of 
the  service  will 
be  missions.  A 
special  offering 
for  mission  work 
will  be  taken  for 
the  Russian  Ini¬ 
tiative,  Africa 
University  and 
the  Cuban  Min¬ 
istry. 

Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  Bishop  Solo- 
mon  is  chair  of  the  World  Division 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Prior  to  his  election  to  the  episco¬ 
pacy,  he  served  as  senior  minister  of 
Travis  Park  UMC  in  San  Antonio, 
of  First  UMC  and  St.  John’s  UMC, 


expected  to  begin  in  July  and  be 
completed  in  about  1 8  months. 

Lake  for  Center 

Initial  construction  will  be  the 
building  of  a  roadway  and  a  dam  to 
allow  for  a  30-acre  lake.  The  focal 
point  for  the  center  will  be  the  lake. 

Phase  I  of  the  construction  also 
will  include  a  30,000  square-foot, 
multi-purpose  conference  building, 
parking  areas,  three  lodges,  a  swim¬ 
ming  pool,  a  caretaker’s  house  and 
a  maintenance  building. 

In  the  beginning,  about  a  dozen 
persons  will  be  employed  in  the  op¬ 
eration  of  the  Conference  Center. 


both  in  Corpus  Christi,  and  was  or¬ 
ganizing  pastor  of  St.  Stephen  UMC 
in  Amarillo.  He  was  superintendent 
of  the  Kerrville  District  in  South¬ 
west  Texas  Conference. 

General  church  leader 

In  the  General  Church  he  has 
served  on  the  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women,  chair  of 
trustees  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of 
Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  and  chair  of 
the  Legislative 
Committee. 

He  has  con¬ 
ducted  lecture¬ 
ships  including 
the  Jackson  Lec¬ 
tures  at  SMU’s  Minister’s  Week 
and  has  written  articles  for  secular 
and  religious  publications. 

Bom  in  Matador,  Texas,  Bishop 
Solomon  was  reared  on  a  farm  near 
Tulia  in  that  state.  He  and  his  wife, 
Joy,  have  three  grown  children  and 
one  grandson. 


Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon,  episco¬ 
pal  leader  of  the  Oklahoma  Area, 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  will 
be  a  featured  speaker  at  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference. 


Cokesbury  Preview  '94 
to  introduce  curriculum 


back  week  after  week.” 

She  urges  teachers,  church  school 
superintendents,  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  chairs  and  directors  and  VI¬ 
SION  2000  Nurturing  chairs  to 
attend  the  preview  and  “be  a  part¬ 
ner  with  Cokesbury  in  providing  a 
strong  Christian  education  program 
in  your  church.” 

The  event  is  scheduled  and  led  by 
Cokesbury  staff  from  Nashville 
with  the  Conference  as  host. 

To  arrange  child  care  for  the 
event  call  Rev.  Charles  Langford, 
associate  pastor,  318-443-5696. 


Bishop  Dan  Solomon  of  Oklahoma  Area  to  speak 
at  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  Shreveport 
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COD  IS  HERE! 


COSROW  seeks  nominations 
for  Sojourner  Truth  Award 
and  lunch  reservations 


Do  you  know  a  lay  woman  or 
clergy  woman  in  Louisiana  who 
should  be  recognized  for  out¬ 
standing  contributions  as  a  car¬ 
ing  Christian,  working  through 
the  church  and  the  community? 

The  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  is  seeking  a 
few  good  women  from  whom  to 
choose  one  recipient  of  the  third 
annual  Sojourner  Truth  Award. 

The  award  was  established  in 
1992  to  recognize  women  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  their 
contributions. 

Rev.  Marva  Mitchell,  cochair 
of  the  award,  said  the  deadline 
for  submitting  candidates  is  May 
27.  Letters  of  nomination  should 
be  sent  to  the  COSROW  chair¬ 
person,  Mary  Louise  Cas- 
singham,  2450  Hudson  Place, 
New  Orleans,  LA  70 1 3 1. 

Presentation  of  the  award  will 
be  made  at  the  COSROW  lun¬ 
cheon  in  Broadmoor  UMC, 


Shreveport,  Tuesday,  June  7,  at 
12:30  p.m.  after  the  morning  ses¬ 
sion  of  Annual  Conference.  Dr. 
Carole  Cotton-Winn,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  New  Orleans  District, 
and  Dr.  John  Winn,  director  of 
the  Center  for  Pastoral  Effective¬ 
ness,  will  present  a  program. 

Women  ministers  who  will  be 
ordained  elders  at  the  Annual 
Conference  and  women  who  will 
be  consecrated  as  diaconal  minis¬ 
ters  are  to  be  recognized. 

The  Rev.  Karen  Davis,  pastor  of 
Ferriday-Clayton  UM  Charge,  is 
luncheon  chair.  Reservations  must 
be  made  ahead  and  are  due  May  28. 

Make  checks  ($7.50)  payable 
to  the  Louisiana  Conference  with 
a  designation  for  the  COSROW 
luncheon.  Send  to  Cassingham  at 
the  address  above. 

“Everyone  is  welcome  to  at¬ 
tend,”  Cassingham  said,  “About 
one-fourth  of  those  attending  the 
luncheons  are  men.” 


Peace  With  Justice  Sunday  approaches 


See  the  supplemental  Louisiana 
page  concerning  Peace  With  Justice 
Sunday  in  this  issue. 

Included  is  information  on  how 


funds  from  the  offering  are  used,  in¬ 
structions  on  ordering  special  mate¬ 
rials  for  the  observance  and  for 
scheduling  talks  by  the  Peace  With 
Justice  Educators. 


PHOTO  BY  DOLLENE  SIMS 

The  choir  and  other  members  of  St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  are 
pictured  as  they  sing  hymns  with  members  of  Clanton  UM  Chapel  in 
Dulac  when  they  visited  that  congregation  recently. 
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Celebrating  a  display  of  wisdom 


Sophia  wasn’t  invited. 

The  feminine  figure  whose 
very  name  touched  off  fireworks 
in  denominational  and  ecumeni¬ 
cal  circles  in  recent  months  was 
not  seen,  heard  or  even  alluded 
to  at  the  United  Methodist 
Women's  Assembly  (see  news  re¬ 
ports  on  Page  3  of  this  issue). 

Given  the  misunderstandings 
and  misrepresentations  sur¬ 
rounding  Sophia’s  name  (Greek 
for  wisdom),  her  being  omitted 
was  the  better  part  of  wisdom  on 
the  part  of  assembly  planners. 

It  was  wisdom — street  smarts, 
really — that  led  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women’s  Division  to  prove 
that  1 1 ,000-plus  women  could  and 
would  gather  for  the  better  part  of 
four  days  to  celebrate,  worship, 
share,  study,  weep  and  rejoice 
without  either  beginning  or  ending 
in  controversy. 

Even  the  theme  of  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  assembly  had  a  forward- 
looking,  positive  spirit  to  it: 
“Count  me  in!”  the  women  de¬ 
clared. 

This  assembly,  like  many  before 
it,  sprang  whole  from  the  elected 
and  staff  leadership  of  the 
church’s  own  Women's  Division. 
They  know  their  strengths,  their 
history  and  their  mission  and  they 
know  how  to  display  them  and 
claim  them  so  that  women  literally 


Editorial 


by  the  thousands  will,  in  fact,  de¬ 
clare  “Count  me  in!” 

In  a  situation  like  that,  if  dead¬ 
lines  aren’t  met,  if  speakers  don’t 
quite  square  with  the  purpose,  if 
budgets  get  bypassed,  there’s 
someone  within  the  denomina¬ 
tion  to  hold  accountable.  If 
there’s  a  “spin”  to  be  applied  to 
the  overall  program,  it’s  our  de¬ 
nominational  spin. 

This  isn’t  to  put  down  things  ec¬ 
umenical.  As  the  National  Council 
of  Churches’  chief  executive  re¬ 
minded  us  recently,  people  live  ec¬ 
umenically.  But  when  the  smooth 
sailing  of  ecumenism  founders  on 
the  rocks  of  controversy  as  it  did 
during  and  following  the  Re-Imag¬ 
ining  Conference  last  November, 
it’s  not  always  easy  to  ascertain 
who’s  accountable  for  what. 

One  United  Methodist  bishop 
who  helped  lead  the  Cincinnati 
program  described  the  assembly 
as  “a  revival,  and  we  need  more 
of  them.” 

Having  criticized  some  aspects 
of  the  Women’s  Division  partici¬ 
pation  in  and  reactions  to  the  Re- 
Imagining  Conference,  we’re  glad 
to  be  among  those  singing  post- 
Cincinnati  praises.  Count  us  in! 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO  BV  PAUL  JEFFREY 


More  than  11,000  United  Methodist  women  participated  in  a 
traditional  communion  sacramental  service  during  the  recent 
Women's  Division  Assembly  (see  accompanying  editorial  and 
news  reports  and  photos  on  Page  3  of  this  issue). 


All  Scripture  supports  death  penalty 


Thank  you  for  your  article  informing  your 
readers  of  Justice  Harry  Blackmun’s  United 
Methodist  affiliation  (see  UMR,  April  1 5).  The 
broad  spectrum  of  United  Methodist  members 
always  amazes  me. 

I  don’t  agree  with  your  praises  of  his  reversal 
on  the  death  penalty.  At  first  I  thought  it  was  an 
ironic  contradiction  for  him  to  still  believe  in 
the  rightness  of  Roe  vs.  Wade  after  some  30 
million  “legal”  abortions  and  yet  not  believe  in 
the  death  penalty  of  the  convicted  murderer. 
However,  1  soon  saw  the  philosophical  similar¬ 
ity  of  both  opinions.  Both  promote  the  killing  of 
the  innocent  and  the  justification  of  the  guilty. 

I  believe  that  all  Scripture  supports  the  con¬ 
cept  of  a  death  penalty.  The  whole  purpose  of 
death  entering  the  world  as  a  consequence  of  sin 
was  to  draw  people  back  to  the  Lord  (Romans 
8:20).  The  death  penalty  is  a  deterrent  to  further 
crime,  first  for  those  who  are  punished  and  sec¬ 
ond  for  most  others  of  similar  inclination. 

Dale  Tranberg 
Broken  Arrow,  Oklahoma 

It's  a  disservice 

Once  again  your  editorial  (see  UMR,  April 
15)  has  done  a  great  disservice  to  the  United 
Methodist  faith. 

You  call  Justice  Harry  A.  Blackmun  a  great 
United  Methodist  because  he  is  against  the 
death  penalty  for  criminals  but  you  say  nothing 
about  his  help  in  Roe  vs.  Wade  where  1  'h  mil¬ 
lion  babies  are  killed  every  year! 

Is  this  the  United  Methodist  leadership’s  idea 
of  great  United  Methodists?  Does  it  matter  to 
you  what  people  do,  as  long  as  they  are  United 
Methodists? 

1,  for  one,  am  ashamed  to  know  that  people 
such  as  Justice  Blackmun,  Hillary  Clinton  and 
Surgeon  General  Joycelyn  Elders  have  been 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

taught  in  our  churches.  None  of  them  to  me  are 
Weslevan  Methodists. 

Robert  Lankford 
Duncanville,  Texas 

You  cover  ALL  news 

I  found  an  interesting  juxtaposition  in  the 
April  22  issue: 

■  The  statement  from  the  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns  encourages  “dialogue”  and  “trust”  and 
“unity”; 

■  Meanwhile,  the  “invitation  only”  meeting 
in  Atlanta  of  92  so-called  “moderates”  makes 
noises  of  “schism”  and  “peril”  and  “mass  exo¬ 
dus”  from  our  church. 

I  found  great  irony  in  this,  reminding  me 
once  again  of  how  wonderfully  diverse  our 
church  is  and  how  difficult  your  job  must  be  to 
cover  all  the  news. 

Keep  up  the  good  work! 

David  M.  Garrett 
Collierville,  Tennessee 

A  clarification 

Thank  you  for  the  front  page  article  on  non¬ 
governmental  organizations  and  their  work  at 
the  preparatory  committee  meeting  for  the  In¬ 
ternational  Conference  on  Population  and  De¬ 
velopment  (see  UMR,  April  1 5). 

The  article  highlighted  the  work  of  the  United 
Methodist  Office  for  the  United  Nations  and  the 
ministry  of  the  Church  Center  for  the  UN. 

We  wish  to  clarify  one  statement  in  the  article 
that  is  somewhat  misleading.  It  says  “Just 
where  religious  NGOs  stand  on  the  major  issues 
in  the  document  is  not  well  known,  as  no  Prot¬ 


estant  church  or  other  world  religion  enjoys  ob¬ 
server  status  at  the  UN.” 

Actually,  religious  NGOs  are  quite  well  repre¬ 
sented,  and  many,  including  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  do  have  observer  status.  This  has  been 
so  since  the  early  days  of  the  United  Nations. 

As  the  article  covers  only  a  small  part  of  the 
debate  of  the  conference,  we  are  a  bit  concerned 
that  it  may  unfortunately  suggest  to  some  that  a 
major  position  of  the  conference  position  paper 
and  of  governments  contends  that  overpopula¬ 
tion  is  a  cause  of  poverty. 

The  opposite  is  true.  Most  governments,  in¬ 
cluding  the  U.S.,  stress  overconsumption  as  a 
major  cause  of  poverty. 

Mia  Adjali  and  Robert  McClean 
New  York,  New  York 

Editor's  note:  Ms.  Adjali  heads  United  Nations 
and  International  Affairs  concerns  for  the  Wom¬ 
en's  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Mr.  McClean  heads 
the  United  Nations  Office  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 


Helping  keep  Christ 
at  the  center  of  life 


By  DAVID  WESLEY  BROWN 

Some  critics  of  our  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church  often  use  a  tone  of  of¬ 
fended  shock  and  dismay  when 
commenting  on  even  the  existence 
of  “liberal”  thought  and  action 
within  our  denomination. 

I  wish  they’d  cut  it  out.  There  are 
plenty  of  us  so-called  “liberals” — 
and  even  some  “radicals” — who  be¬ 
lieve  that  we,  too,  are  faithful  mem¬ 
bers  of  Christ’s  body. 

Anyone  who  is  offended,  shocked 
and  dismayed  at  our  existence  and 
activity  in  the  church  is  at  best  na¬ 
ive.  They  have  a  calling  to  express 
and  act  on  their  beliefs.  So  do  we. 
But  there  is  (thank  God!)  room  in 
our  church  for  broad  diversity. 

Report  challenges  funds 

For  example,  a  recent  report  by 
the  Evangelical  Coalition  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  challenges 
the  use  of  general  church  funds  to 
support  “pro-choice”  efforts  regard¬ 
ing  abortion. 

Despite  my  strong  reservations 
about  abortion,  I  support  pro-choice 
efforts,  and  I  am  a  United  Methodist. 

The  report 
also  expressed 
concern  about 
potential  Marxist 
or  socialist  con¬ 
nections  of 
groups  receiving 
Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  funds.  My 
own  thinking  has 
Marxist  and  socialist  connections 
and  content,  and  I  am  a  United 
Methodist. 

The  report  also  didn’t  like  sup¬ 
porting  people  who  are  persistently 
critical  of  U.S.  foreign  policy.  I’ve 
been  such  a  person  for  25  years,  and 
I  am  a  United  Methodist. 

Based  on  the  report’s  findings,  I 
say  thanks  to  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  for  doing  a  fine  job  of  support¬ 
ing  exactly  what  I  and  many,  many 
other  United  Methodists  support. 
Because  I  am  a  United  Methodist. 

In  fact,  I’ve  been  part  of  this  de¬ 
nomination  and  its  predecessor 
body  since  birth  and  consider  my¬ 
self  to  be  as  Wesleyan  as  anyone.  I 
am  also  a  feminist,  a  pacifist  and,  in 
general,  a  member  of  the  “liberal- 
to-radical  left”  because,  when  I 
study  and  express  the  Gospel,  that’s 
how  it  comes  out. 

I’m  just  tired  of  people  in  my 
church  implying  that  I’m  either  not 
in  their  church  at  all  or,  if  I  am,  I 
don’t  belong  in  it. 

Unfortunately,  politically  pro- 


Here  I  Stand 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  David  Wes¬ 
ley  Brown  is  minis¬ 
ter  of  Sellers  | 

Memorial  UMC  in  Upper  Darby,  Pa. 
(Eastern  Pennsylvania  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 


gressive  social  action  for  peace  and 
justice  is  often  identified  and  criti¬ 
cized  as  part  of  the  cause  for  our 
church’s  membership  decline. 

'I  say  the  opposite' 

I  say  the  opposite.  Lack  of  such 
action  is  one  of  the  most  important 
reasons  why  my  generation  (I’m  46) 
has  stayed  out  of  the  church. 

I  recently  had  occasion  to  review  a 
local  church’s  charge  conference  re¬ 
ports  from  1960  to  the  present,  a 
church  whose  membership  has  de¬ 
clined  steadily 
throughout  those 
years.  Not  one 
word  appeared 
about  any  of  the 


"[I  am],  in  general,  a 
member  of  the  'liberal-to- 
radical  left'  because, 
when  I  study  and  express  ereat  social,  !s 
the  Gospel,  that  s  how  it  suesi 
comes  out." 


of  those 

decades. 

—  ■  Meanwhile, 

my  life  centered  on  those  issues  be¬ 
cause,  as  a  draft-age  man  during  the 
Vietnam  War,  it  had  to  be.  I’d  have 
had  no  reason  to  join  that  church 
because  it  had  nothing  to  say  about 
my  life. 

Neither  did  my  age-group  sisters 
and  brothers  have  any  reason  to 
join  such  a  church.  Basically,  the 
church  wasn’t  there  for  us,  which 
meant  that  Christ  wasn’t  there  for 
us  through  the  church. 

I  thank  God  for  those  progressive 
United  Methodists  I  did  know — the 
“radical”  clergy  so  many  are  fond 
of  lambasting.  They  helped  me  keep 
Christ  at  the  center  of  my  life. 

And  I’m  trying  to  do  the  same  for 
others,  including  gays,  feminists,  so¬ 
cialists,  critics  of  U.S.  foreign  policy 
and  pro-choice  advocates. 

Because  that’s  the  gospel  way, 
and  I’m  a  United  Methodist. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 


The  music  from  my  car  radio 
made  me  want  to  pull  off  the  road 
and  listen. 

“Thank  you  for  giving  to  the  Lord,” 
the  lyrics  said.  “I  was  a  life  that  was 
changed.  Thank  you  for  giving  to  the 
Lord.  I’m  so  glad  you  gave.” 

The  song  made  clear  that  these 
words  were  used  to  greet  a  new  en¬ 
trant  to  heaven,  one  who  had  just 
entered  the  pearly  gates  and  was  be¬ 
ing  greeted  by  the  other  citizens. 

One  by  one  they  came.  A  mis¬ 
sionary:  “I  spoke  at  your  church  — 
you  didn’t  have  much  money,  but 
you  gave  it  anyway.  . . .  Thank  you 
for  giving  to  the  Lord  . . . 

A  young  person:  “One  day  in 
your  Sunday  School,  we  bowed  our 


heads  to  pray.  When  you  said  the 
prayer,  I  asked  Jesus  into  my  heart. 
Thank  you  for  giving  to  the  Lord.  I 
was  a  life  that  was  changed.” 

Wow!  Now  there’s  a  song  the 
masses  of  tired  church  workers — 
lay  and  clergy — could  identify  with. 
“Thank  you  for  giving  to  the  Lord.  I 
was  a  life  that  was  changed.” 


“How  many  people  would  greet 
me  in  heaven?”  was  my  first  self- 
centered  thought.  Like  many  others, 
I’ve  been  in  the  trenches  of  junior 
high  Sunday  school,  church  politics 
and  arguments  over  paying  appor¬ 
tionments.  It  would  be  good  to 
know  that  the  efforts  counted — not 
just  for  something  but  for  a  lot. 
Would  someone  greet  me  by  saying 
“I  was  a  life  that  was  changed?” 

But  I  realize  that  a  better  ques¬ 
tion  is,  once  I  got  there — assuming 
that  I  did — whom  would  I  be  ready  to 
greet  on  their  final  day? 

Like  many  others,  I’ve  been  on 
the  receiving  end  of  the  gentle  gifts 
and  graces  of  lots  of  special  people 
God  has  brought  my  way.  And  a 


the  Lord' 

few  did  in  fact  change  my  life. 

You  know,  I  don’t  think  I’ll  wait 
for  the  line.  I  think  I’ll  cut  ahead 
and  tell  them  now.  They  need  to 
know.  We  all  need  to  know. 

“Thank  you  for  giving  to  the 
Lord.  There  are  lives  that  you’ve 
helped  change." 

— Debra  McKnighl 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“And  suddenly  a  sound  came 
from  heaven  like  the  rush  of  a 
mighty  wind,  and  it  filled  all  the 
house  where  they  were  sitting.  And 
there  appeared  to  them  tongues  as 
of  fire,  distributed  and  resting  on 
each  one  of  them.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Psalms  103:8) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  15 

Sunday:  Psalms  1:1-3 
Monday:  Psalms  1 :4-6 
Tuesday:  Acts  1:15-17 
Wednesday:  Acts  1 :2 1-26 
Thursday:  1  John  5:9-10 
Friday:  1  John  5:1 1-13 
Saturday:  John  17:6-19 


Ronald  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
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Development 

Fund 

Helping  to  Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Investment 

Rate* 

4  year  term 

$100 

5.25% 

1  year  term 

$100 

3.50% 

Flexible 

$100 

2.50% 

I.R.A. 

$100 

5.25% 

*Ratcs  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individu als,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Women's  assembly:  'Singing,  praying,  dancing' 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith 


watch 


OFFICERS  ELECTED:  Bishop  J.  Wood- 

row  Hearn  (Houston  Area)  and  Bishop  Roy  I. 
Sano  (Los  Angeles  Area)  have  been  elected 
president  and  president-elect,  respectively,  of 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops.  Bish¬ 
op  Hearn  will  serve  during  1994-95,  Bishop 
Sano  during  1995-96.  Continuing  as  secretary 
of  the  council  is  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert 
(San  Francisco  Area).  He  also  serves  as  “head 
of  communion”  for  ecumenical  purposes. 

STUDY  VOTED:  The  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  voted  during  its  May  1-6 
meeting  to  undertake  a  “careful  theological 
analysis”  of  the  concepts  of  “wisdom”  in  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments,  in  non-canonical 
writings  and  in  Christian  history.  Upon  com¬ 
pletion,  the  bishops  will  share  results  of  the 
study  with  the  church  as  part  of  their  teaching 
role.  The  study  comes  in  the  aftermath  of  sev¬ 
eral  months  of  controversy  among  United 
Methodists  and  other  Protestants  over  the  use 
of  a  wisdom  figure,  “Sophia,”  in  an  ecumeni¬ 
cal  women's  theological  conference  last  fall 
(see  related  editorial  on  Page  2  of  this  issue). 

LETTER  ON  VIOLENCE:  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops  voted  during  their  May  1-6 
meeting  to  produce  a  pastoral  letter  on  violence 
in  America  to  be  sent  to  all  United  Methodist 
congregations.  Although  specifics  of  the  letter 
are  to  be  determined,  the  bishops  accepted  a 
suggestion  from  Bishop  Arthur  Kulah  (Liberia 
Area)  that  the  letter  should  make  a  strong  wit¬ 
ness  against  the  sale  of  arms  that  he  said  is 
contributing  to  the  unrest  in  Africa. 

SMALL  GROUPS:  Continuing  a  devo¬ 
tional  practice  they  began  in  Spring  1993, 
United  Methodist  bishops  met  in  10-person 
“covenant  groups”  during  their  May  1-6  meet¬ 
ing  in  Rochester,  N.Y.  Modeled  after  a  long¬ 
time  Wesleyan  technique  of  uniting  disciples 
in  small  groups  for  spiritual  support,  the 
groups  keep  in  regular  contact  with  one  anoth¬ 
er,  pray  for  one  another  and  help  one  another 
maintain  the  practices  of  faith  that  sustain 
them  through  work  and  life. 

A  RECORD?  The  United  Methodist  Wis¬ 
consin  Annual  Conference  may  set  a  record  dur¬ 
ing  its  June  1-4  sessions.  In  addition  to 
Presiding  Bishop  Sharon  Zimmerman  Rader, 
episcopal  leaders  expected  there  are  Bishop 
Donald  Ott  of  Michigan,  a  conference  member 
at  the  time  of  his  election  in  1992;  Retired 
Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt,  who  formerly  headed 
the  Wisconsin  conference;  Bishop  Zacarias 
Mamani  of  the  Evangelical  Methodist  Church 
in  Bolivia  and  Bishop  Suk  Hee  Lee  of  the  Ko¬ 
rean  Methodist  Church. 

OUT  OF  SCHOOL:  a  high  school 

principal  was  again  removed  from  his  post  in 
Jackson,  Miss.,  last  week  for  allowing  a  stu¬ 
dent  to  pray  over  the  public  school’s  intercom 

last  November.  The  principal,  Bishop  Knox, 
was  suspended  last  fall  without  pay.  He  had 
been  reinstated  to  his  position  April  22  by  a 
lower  court  judge,  but  the  Mississippi  Supreme 
Court  issued  a  stay  of  that  court’s  decision  un¬ 
til  the  high  court  could  review  the  case. 


Response 
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CINCINNATI — Wanna  be  on  the  cover  of 
Response  magazine?  No  problem.  Just  do 
as  these  United  Methodist  women  did — 
stick  your  head  through  the  "cover"  dis¬ 
play  at  the  Women's  Assembly  and  ask 
someone  to  take  your  picture.  It's  a  snap! 


A  national  live  satellite  wor-  told  the  body  that  they  must  re¬ 


ship  service  celebrating  the  fruits 
of  mission  laborers  throughout 
the  church  highlighted  the  1994 
Assembly  of  United  Methodist 
Women. 

The  once-every-four-years  in¬ 
ternational  meeting  is  sponsored 
by  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Women’s  Division, 
parent  body  of  the  1.2  million- 
member  organization. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  at 
least  7,000  women  participated 
in  the  program  at  1 1 5  teleconfer¬ 
ence  sites  across  the  country. 

Singing,  praying  and  dancing 
along  with  11,300  women  repre¬ 
senting  70  countries  that  packed 
the  Cincinnati  convention  center, 
the  women  were  all  challenged  un¬ 
der  the  theme  “Count  Me  In!” 

Responding  to  spontaneous  “al¬ 
leluias”  from  the  multi-cultural, 
multi-ethnic  audience,  UMW  na¬ 
tional  president  Carolyn  Johnson 


fleet  on  what  it  means  to  be  “100 
years  and  counting,  1  million 
strong  and  growing." 

“United  Methodisf  Women 
need  to  tell  kindling  stories  to  light 
the  fires  of  mission,”  said  Dr. 
Johnson  of  West  Lafayette,  Ind. 

As  national  president  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women,  she  also 
heads  the  mission  board’s  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division. 

“We  have  to  reaffirm  that  we 
are  available  to  Christ.  One  way 
to  do  that  is  to  reaffirm  that  we 
are  available  to  be  a  presence  to 
children  and  to  youths.” 

New  ways  to  fan  the  historical 
United  Methodist  flame  of  mis¬ 
sion  were  uplifted  throughout  the 
four-day  meeting. 

Worship  services  featured: 

•/  Pulsating  drummers  from 
Korean,  Native  American  and 
West  African  traditions.  Many 
drummers  were  United  Method- 


Stories  by 
Denise 
Johnson 
Stovall 


ist  women  who  learned  these  tra¬ 
ditions  from  ancestors  and  other 
women  of  faith. 

/■  Dancers  portraying  tradi¬ 
tions  from  India,  Korea,  Senegal, 
Brazil  and  the  U.S. 

•f  Singing  from  Asian,  His¬ 
panic,  African-American,  Native 
American  and  Anglo-American 
traditions.  Music  director  was 
Cynthia  Wilson-Felder  of  Dallas. 

Stories  of  mission,  told  by 
mission  workers  from  across  the 
globe  and  by  local  women  living 
out  their  faith. 


1 1,300  'doing  lunch': 
Big  deal  for  Cincinnati 
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CINCINNATI,  Ohio— Be¬ 
tween  worship  services  and 
65  workshops.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  shopped  from 
dawn  till  dusk  at  a  5,000 
square-foot  display  featuring 
50,000  books,  brochures,  vid¬ 
eos  and  souvenirs.  Sponsored 
by  the  Global  Ministries'  Cin¬ 
cinnati-based  Service  Center, 
the  display  offered  items  in¬ 
tended  to  give  tangible  ways 
to  boost  mission  programs. 


When  United  Methodist 
Women  say  “Let’s  do  lunch”  at 
one  of  their  every-four-years  as¬ 
semblies,  you  can  be  sure  that  it 
won’t  be  a  little  social  event. 

We’re  talking  two  sit-down 
luncheons  for  some  1 1,300  wom¬ 
en  from  every  point  of  the  globe. 

This  year’s  focus  group  lun¬ 
cheons  were  held  at  the  Albert 
Sabin  Convention  Center  and  at 
five  major  hotels  in  downtown 
Cincinnati. 

Assembly  business  manager 
Brenda  Cameron  said  every 
meeting  room  in  all  six  areas  was 
used  to  serve  meals  except  the 
worship  area. 

According  to  staff  at  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Hyatt  Hotel,  the  city’s 
convention  bureau  went  to  every 
temporary  agency  in  the  city  to 
hire  hundreds  of  waiters  and 
waitresses  to  serve  the  food 

City  officials  estimated  that 
the  Women’s  Assembly  pumped 
at  least  $10  million  into  the  local 


economy. 

Women  of  the  church’s  West 
Ohio  Annual  Conference  han¬ 
dled  local  arrangements. 

Katharine  Pellett  of  Sharon- 
ville,  Ohio,  one  of  several  co- 
chairpersons,  said  400  women 
from  14  districts  volunteered 
around  the  clock  to  help  the  as¬ 
sembly  run  smoothly. 

Other  duties  ranged  from 
maintaining  headsets  for  transla¬ 
tors  in  several  languages  to  main¬ 
taining  enough  wheelchairs  for 
the  physically  challenged. 
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CINCINNATI,  Ohio — Korean  American  United  Methodist 
Women  from  the  East  and  West  Coast  beat  out  the  call  to  wor¬ 
ship  during  the  opening  of  the  1994  Women's  Assembly.  The 
group  performed  the  ancient  Korean  art  of  "Poong  Mul" — bib¬ 
lical  stories  done  with  drumming,  dancing  and  singing. 


State  legislator:  Faithful  women 
should  also  be  political  women 


Hillary  Clinton  plugs 
health  care  via  video 


Some  11,300  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  received  a  personal 
appeal  last  week  from  a  member 
of  their  ranks  who  resides  at 
1300  Pennsylvania  Avenue  in 
Washington. 

In  an  eight-minute  videotaped 
message  from  the  Oval  Office, 
First  Lady  Hillary  Rodham  Clin¬ 
ton  asked  participants  at  the 
1 994  Assembly  to  support  health 
care  reforms  “as  an  act  of  faith.” 

Mrs.  Clinton  said  United 
Methodist  Women  cannot  ignore 
problems  related  to  full  health 
care  for  all  Americans. 

She  cited  a  Camegie  Corp.  re¬ 
port  saying  that  children  from 
birth  to  age  3  are  most  at  risk  for 
lack  of  health  insurance. 

'We're  failing  our  kids' 

“We  are  failing  our  youngest 
children  when  it  comes  to  issues 
like  health  care  and  physical  safe¬ 
ty,”  she  continued.  “It  seems  ob¬ 
vious  that  investing  in  the 
wellbeing  of  infants  and  toddlers 
helps  the  nation  as  a  whole. 

“As  people  of  faith,  it  is  what 
our  witness  requires  of  us. 

“With  faith  as  our  guide,  you 


and  I  have  tried  to  heed  the  call 
of  John  Wesley  and  other  great 
Methodists  who  preceded  us  to 
act  on  behalf  of  others. 

“So  please,  write  those  post¬ 
cards  and  send  them  to  your 
members  of  Congress  and  keep 
up  the  many  good  works  you  do 
every  day  grounded  in  your 
faith.” 

Another  First  Lady 

Mrs.  Clinton  is  the  not  the  first 
Methodist  woman  to  address  her 
denomination’s  international 
mission  organization  for  women 
as  the  wife  of  a  U.S.  president. 

Lucy  Webb  Hayes,  wife  of  the 
19th  president,  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes,  addressed  the  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  as 
the  mission  organization  was  be¬ 
ing  founded  in  Cincinnati  in  1880. 
Mrs.  Hayes  was  also  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  first  national  president. 

Mrs.  Clinton  said,  “She,  like 
all  of  us,  tried  to  exemplify  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  see  the  needs  of  women, 
children  and  youth.” 


Women  must  translate  their 
passion  for  helping  children  to 
public  policies  to  insure  a  child's 
future. 

Ohio  legislator  Jane  Campbell 
made  that  plea  as  one  of  an  array 
of  speakers  during  the  1994  As¬ 
sembly  of  United  Methodist 
Women. 

Complementing  her  appeal, 
each  of  the  11,300  participants 
received  a  postcard  and  was 


asked  to  write  her  U.S.  senators 
in  support  of  universal  health 
care  for  all  Americans  (see  relat¬ 
ed  story  at  left). 

Just  as  roles  have  changed  for 
women  within  their  congrega¬ 
tions,  the  role  of  women  must 
change  in  the  political  arena  to 
confront  the  new  realities  of 
women,  children  and  youth,  the 
Ohio  legislator  said. 

“When  1  was  growing  up,  the 
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CINCINNATI — Lucille  Walker  of  Decatur,  Ga.,  (right)  and 
Cora  Glenn  of  Hogansville,  Ga.,  give  each  other  "Count  Me 
In!"  pins  as  a  symbol  of  their  commitment  to  United  Methodist 
Women.  Other  symbols  used  by  participants  during  worship 
were  heritage  cloths  that  each  woman  brought  from  home. 


only  role  that  women  had  in  the 
church  was  to  prepare  the  com¬ 
munion  and  wash  the  glasses  af¬ 
ter  it  was  over,’’  said  Ms. 
Campbell,  a  deacon  at  Heights 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  in  Cleveland. 

“Even  though  we  knew  that  it 
was  my  mother  who  wrote  the 
communion  prayer,”  she  said, 
smiling.  Her  mother  is  the  Rev. 
Joan  Brown  Campbell,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  National  Council 
of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
USA. 

The  majority  whip  of  the  Ohio 
House  of  Representatives,  Ms. 
Campbell  told  an  attentive  audi¬ 
ence  that  she  has  observed  “a 
real  and  present  danger  in  our 
children’s  lives”  as  indicated  by 
the  following  government  statis¬ 
tics: 

f  Every  1 3  seconds,  someone 
is  a  victim  of  child  abuse; 

Every  two  hours,  a  child  is 
murdered; 

S  Every  year  2,243  children 
commit  suicide; 

'/'Every  year  4941  children 
under  20  are  killed  by  guns. 

“We  may  want  to  believe  that 
these  children  in  need  are  not  our 
children  and  grandchildren,”  she 
continued,  “but  we  cannot  dis¬ 
tance  ourselves.  This  crisis  is  too 
deep  and  too  far  reaching.” 

How  can  United  Methodists 
help? 

Get  fully  engaged  in  the  politi¬ 
cal  struggle,  including  the  politics 
that  influences  resources,  she 
said. 


Bishops  aim  to  strengthen  all  that  unites  Methodists 
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By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y. — Despite  recent 
assertions  to  the  contrary,  there’s  more 
that  unites  United  Methodists  than  di¬ 
vides  them,  contend  the  denomination’s 
bishops. 

What’s  more,  the  bishops  are  setting  out 
to  strengthen  church  unity  by  concerted  ef¬ 
fort  in  two  areas:  (1)  Their  role  as  the 
church’s  ultimate  teachers  of  faith  and 
mission  and  (2)  their  study  of  United 
Methodist  ministry. 

An  unexpected  “convergence,”  as  one 
bishop  termed  it,  of  such  thoughts 
emerged  in  two  task  force  reports  deliv¬ 
ered  during  the  May  1-6  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  meeting. 

Both  reports,  from  their  respective  view¬ 
points,  focused  on  the  importance  of  in¬ 
structing,  nurturing  and  enabling  Christian 


disciples  to  be  about  God’s  mission  in  a  hurt¬ 
ing  world. 

The  task  force  report  titled  “Our  Minis¬ 
try  of  Teaching”  was  highlighted  by  a  pro¬ 
fessionally  produced  videotape  developed 
with  the  assistance  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

'Dracula'  included 

With  live  narration  by  Bishop  Edwin 
Boulton  (Ohio  East  Area)  and  the  Rev.  Ken¬ 
neth  Chalker,  pastor  of  the  Cleveland 
church,  the  videotape  used  clips  from  news 
reports  on  the  Vietnam  War  and  from  the 
films  “Indecent  Proposal"  and  “Bram  Stok¬ 
er’s  Dracula”  to  illustrate  the  kind  of  “de¬ 
monic”  messages  being  sent  to 
contemporary  society. 

“The  world  in  which  we  live  is  one 
where  Christian  faith  and  values  are  often 
seen  as  irrelevant,”  read  Dr.  Chalker. 


“Christians  themselves  are  often  pro¬ 
foundly  secularized. 

“Effective  teaching  will  help  us  reflect 
on  our  personal  lives  and  the  world 
through  the  lens  of  faith.  Effective  teach¬ 
ing  will  encourage  learners  to  ‘shun  the  de¬ 
monic  and  affirm  the  redemptive.’  ” 

The  report  further  identified  these  goals 
for  teaching  the  faith: 

■  Reach  into  communities  to  love  and 
serve  people; 

■  Encourage  people  in  their  relationship 
with  God  and  invite  them  to  commitment 
to  Jesus  Christ; 

■  Provide  opportunities  for  people  to  be 
nurtured  and  to  practice  the  disciplines  of 
the  faith; 

■  Support  people  in  living  as  Christian 
disciples  in  the  world  through  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

Bishops  will  use  the  full  report  to  aug¬ 
ment  or  establish  teaching  as  a  regular  part 


of  their  duties  in  their  respective  episcopal 
areas. 

Much  interest  generated 

Meanwhile,  an  early  report  on  the  study 
the  bishops  are  conducting  of  United 
Methodist  ministry  generated  such  inter¬ 
est  among  that  bishops  that  they  voted  to 
schedule  as  much  as  two  days  at  their  next 
meeting  to  consider  the  report  in  depth.  4 

Cornerstone  of  the  ministry  study  is  the 
understanding  that  all  Christians  must  be 
in  ministry  to  meet  the  needs  of  people  in 
this  era  of  rapid  change,  said  Bishop  Da¬ 
vid  J.  Lawson  (Illinois  Area).  He  chairs  the 
ministry  study  task  force. 

This  concept  anchors  a  theological  foun¬ 
dation  document  developed  with  the  help 
of  the  Rev.  Robin  Lovin.  He  is  the  dean  of 
Drew  University  Theologial  School  in 
Madison,  N.J.,  and  newly  chosen  dean  of 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern 


Methodist  University  in  Dallas.  Both  are 
United  Methodist-related  seminaries. 

While  the  foundation  document  identi¬ 
fies  “fragmentation  of  society”  and  “isola¬ 
tion  of  individual  lives”  as  major  signs  of 
our  times,  it  also  points  out  “stirrings  of 
the  spirit”  such  as  new  opportunities  for 
service,  new  mission  fields,  new  forms  of 
devotional  life  and  new  commitments  to 
groups  for  prayer  and  Bible  study. 

Dissatisfaction  with  conventional 
forms  of  churqh  life  often  bespeaks  a  new 
readiness  for  discipleship  that  insists  on 
active  participation  in  ministry,”  the  foun¬ 
dation  document  asserts. 

In  keeping  with  this  understanding, 
Bishop  Lawson  explained,  the  ministry 
study  report  starts  not  with  regulations  for 
ordained  and  diaconal  ministers  but  with 
the  assertion  that  the  church’s  function  is 
to  enable  all  baptized  Christians  to  func¬ 
tion  as  part  of  a  single  ministry. 
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Faith 

-  connections 

AMBASSADOR  SPEAKS:  The  Rev. 

James  T.  Laney,  ambassador  to  the  Republic 
of  Korea  and  former  dean  and  president  of 
United  Methodist-related  Emory  University, 
will  give  the  commencement  address  May  14  at 
United  Methodist-related  Alaska  Pacific  Uni¬ 
versity.  Dr.  Laney,  a  former  missionary  to  Ko¬ 
rea,  was  named  ambassador  in  1993  by 
President  Clinton. 

SEEKING  PATIENCE:  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Appalachian  Development  Committee 
has  adopted  a  statement  supporting  the 
church's  ecumenical  efforts  and  expressing  hope 
“that  our  patience  with  and  openness  to  each 
other  will  reflect  God’s  will  for  the  Church  and 
the  world.”  The  statement  also  said  that  the 
committee  finds  charges  of  heresy  made  by 
critics  of  last  fall’s  “RE-lmagining”  conference 
troubling,  "particularly  because  a  common  ex¬ 
perience  of  women  in  Appalachia  is  that  theol¬ 
ogy  has  been  used  to  silence,  limit  and  oppress 
women.”  The  committee  is  chaired  by  Bishop 
Clay  F.  Lee  Jr.  (Knoxville  Area). 

MORE  BOOKS  TO  AFRICA:  The  Af¬ 
rica  University  library  recently  dedicated  a 
$50,000  collection  of  books  donated  to  the 
school  by  United  Methodism’s  West  Ohio 
Conference.  The  more  than  1,000  books,  large¬ 
ly  works  and  bibliographies  by  African  authors 
and  other  world-renowned  authors,  was  com¬ 
piled  by  Bilha  Pfukani,  head  librarian  for  Afri¬ 
ca  University,  and  Rosalyn  Lewis  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  The  latest  collection  was  given  in  honor 
of  the  late  June  Ammons  by  her  children,  her 
husband,  retired  Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons, 
and  members  of  the  West  Ohio  conference. 
Bishop  Ammons  was  serving  that  conference 
when  he  retired  in  1992. 

PRIZES  AWARDED:  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  has  given  the  1994  John  H.  Ness 
Awards  for  historical  research  to  T.J.  Orear, 
first  prize,  and  William  M.  Fackler,  second 
prize.  Both  are  students  at  the  Divinity  School 
of  Duke  University  in  Durham,  N.C. 

PRESIDENT  NAMED:  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  McKendree  College  in  Lebanon,  Ill., 
the  oldest  college  in  the  state,  has  named  as  its 
new  president  James  M.  Dennis,  vice  president 
for  student  affairs  at  the  University  of  South¬ 
ern  California,  effective  July  1 . 


Rwandan  refugees  mourn  their  dead 

Two  United  Methodist  pastors  lead  memorial  service  at  Red  Cross  camp 


By  R.  RANDY  DAY 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NAIROBI,  Kenya — Two  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastors  led  a  memorial  communion 
service  for  Rwandan  refugees  April  29  at  a 
Red  Cross  camp  near  Nairobi’s  interna¬ 
tional  airport. 

The  Rev.  Laura  J.  Bender  of  Wappingers 
Falls,  N.Y.,  and  the  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day  of 
Ridgefield,  Conn.,  conducted  the  service.  It 
provided  refugees  the  first  opportunity  to 
memorialize  loved  ones  who  have  been 
murdered  and  buried  in  mass  graves, 
thrown  into  rivers,  or  left  on  the  streets 
where  dogs  have  ravaged  the  bodies. 

United  Nations  officials  have  estimated 
that  500,000  people  have  been  killed  in 
the  African  country  of  Rwanda  in  April, 
primarily  by  government-instigated  civil¬ 
ian  death  squads. 

The  international  Red  Cross  has  report¬ 
ed  that  the  number  of  refugees  fleeing  to 
neighboring  African  nations  is  approach¬ 
ing  600,000  in  what  the  U.N.  High  Com¬ 
mission  for  Refugees  described  as  the 
largest  and  fastest  mass  exodus  it  has  wit¬ 
nessed. 

Yvonne,  a  refugee,  saw  her  parents, 
three  brothers,  two  sisters  and  a  nephew 
massacred  along  with  nearly  60  friends 
and  neighbors  hiding  in  a  school.  She  and 
her  husband,  Francois,  escaped  and  were 
evacuated  on  a  U.N.  cargo  plane. 

"We  believed  that  we  were  going  to 
die,”  said  the  23-year-  old  Rwandan  wom¬ 
an.  “We  prayed  to  God  that  our  deaths 
would  be  quick  and  we  would  go  immedi¬ 
ately  to  heaven. 

A  child  called  'hope' 

“I’m  two  months  and  a  few  days  preg¬ 
nant,”  added  Yvonne,  who  lives  with  her 
husband  and  six  other  adults  in  a  white 
tent  lined  with  red  print  cloth. 

“I  thought  that,  with  all  the  blood  and 
death  around  me,  I  would  lose  the  baby. 
But  I  feel  strong  now.  I  must  look  ahead 
for  my  child.” 

She  said  she  will  name  the  baby  “Esper- 
ance,”  which  means  “hope,”  if  it  is  a  girl. 

Hope — along  with  a  deep  sense  of  grief 
and  mourning — was  part  of  the  worship 
service  attended  by  60  Protestants  and 
Catholics,  who  arrived  with  mats  to  cover 
the  tent  floor.  Muslims  make  up  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  camp  population. 


Above  left,  Rwandan  ref¬ 
ugees  line  up  for  dinner 
near  the  Nairobi,  Kenya, 
Airport.  Above  right,  a 
Red  Cross  worker  pre¬ 
pares  food  for  refugees. 
Below  left,  the  Rev.  Ran¬ 
dy  Day  joins  refugees  in 
a  tent  for  a  memorial 
service.  Every  person  in 
the  photo,  except  Mr. 
Day,  witnessed  the  mur¬ 
der  of  family  members  in 
Kigali,  Rwanda. 
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The  two  United  Methodist  clergy,  re¬ 
sponding  to  a  request  made  at  Red  Cross 
headquarters  in  Kenya,  arrived  with  the  ele¬ 
ments  for  Holy  Communion.  English-lan¬ 
guage  portions  of  the  service  were  translated 
into  Kinyarwanda,  the  language  spoken  by 
people  of  this  central  African  nation. 

During  intercessory  prayer,  participants 
unleashed  powerful  emotions  as  they 
named  family  members  and  neighbors 
who  had  been  killed  in  Rwanda. 

One  Kenyan  Red  Cross  worker  told  the 
visiting  pastors,  "We  are  serving  the  people 
three  meals  a  day,  but  what  they’ve  really 
been  needing  is  spiritual  food.” 

After  the  final  blessing,  Ms.  Bender  in¬ 
vited  the  refugees  to  write  messages  to  rel¬ 
atives  and  friends  in  other  nations  and 


offered  to  mail  them  from  New  York.  Sev¬ 
eral  persons  accepted  her  offer,  writing  let¬ 
ters  in  Kinyarwanda  and  in  French. 

'All  the  others  are  dead" 

"Tous  les  autres  sonl  mounts."  All  the 
others  are  dead. 

These  words,  penned  into  the  margin  of 
a  brief  letter  from  a  refugee  named  Marie 
to  a  friend  in  the  United  States,  tell  of  the 
reality  facing  those  fortunate  enough  to  es¬ 
cape  Rwanda  alive. 

Among  thousands  of  children  murdered 
or  maimed  were  several  from  a  Protestant 
family  from  Zaire  who  had  been  living  in 
Kigali. 

Through  a  translator,  Bayuki,  the  father 
of  six,  told  how  gunshots  began  shortly  after 
a  radio  announcement  about  the  deaths  of 


the  presidents  of  Rwanda  and  Burundi.  He 
and  his  family  sought  safety  at  a  hospital. 

During  a  lull  in  the  fighting,  his  wife  and 
children  went  out  in  the  courtyard  to  play. 

A  grenade  dropped  there,  instantly  kill¬ 
ing  his  9-year-old  and  4-month-old  sons — 
as  well  as  70  other  persons — and  wound¬ 
ing  his  6-year-old  son. 

Mr.  Day  and  Ms.  Bender  made  a  pastoral 
call  to  the  injured  child  at  Kenyatta  General 
Hospital.  His  father  has  remained  at  his 
bedside  for  more  than  two  weeks;  his  moth¬ 
er,  who  is  not  allowed  to  leave  the  refugee 
camp,  cares  for  other  children  there. 

Kandy  Day  is  pastor  at  Jesse  fee  Memo¬ 
rial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ridge¬ 
field,  Conn. 


Illinois  engineer  helps 


build  dreams 
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At  the  opening  celebration  of  Africa  University,  United  Methodist 
Bishop.  Woodie  W.  White  (Indiana  Area)  and  Illinois  layman  Rich¬ 
ard  Reeves  cross  the  "Bridge  of  Dreams"  which  allowed  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  school  to  continue  during  the  rainy  season. 


By  BETTIE  W.  STORY 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

MUTARE,  Zimbabwe — One  of 
the  most  significant  contributions  to 
United  Methodism’s  first  university 
in  Africa  has  come  from  a  retired  en¬ 
gineer  from  Decatur,  Ill.,  according 
to  Bishop  David  J.  Lawson. 

Richard  Reeves,  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Decatur  who  retired  nine  years  ago 
as  executive  vice  president  with 
Burks  Pumps  Inc.,  calls  himself 
simply  “an  old  pump  man.” 

But  to  John  Kurewa,  vice  chan¬ 
cellor  of  Africa  University  here,  Mr. 
Reeves’  work  on  behalf  of  the  new 
school  is  “a  tremendous  witness.” 

'Catching  the  vision' 

During  the  university’s  opening 
celebrations  in  late  April,  Dr. 
Kurewa  praised  Mr.  Reeves  for 
catching  the  vision  of  Africa  Uni¬ 
versity  and  making  it  his  own  vi¬ 
sion. 

A  member  of  Africa  University’s 
international  board  of  directors, 
Mr.  Reeves  serves  as  chairman  of 
the  school’s  building  and  grounds 
committee.  Named  to  that  position 
in  1984,  he  was  told  by  university 
planners  at  that  time  to  see  that  the 
university  was  built. 

Mr.  Reeves  makes  a  trip  to  the 
Zimbabwe  campus  at  least  four 
times  a  year  at  his  own  expense  to 
assist  and  supervise  ongoing  con¬ 
struction. 

Wells  of  living  water 

In  addition  to  this  oversight  work, 
Mr.  Reeves  has  arranged  for  installa¬ 
tion  of  two  (one  he  purchased)  of  the 
four  200-foot  water  wells  which  sup¬ 
ply  all  the  school’s  needs,  from  irriga¬ 
tion  for  agriculture  school  crops  to 
bath  water  in  dormitories. 

During  a  recent  drought  in  Zim¬ 
babwe,  the  wells  also  supplied  water 
to  people  living  in  surrounding  ru¬ 
ral  areas. 

Everyone  on  campus  knows  Mr. 
Reeves — faculty  members  and  ad¬ 
ministrators,  students  and  construc¬ 
tion  workers.  His  enthusiasm  for 
the  project  has  spilled  over  into  his 
fund-raising  efforts  on  behalf  of  Af¬ 
rica  University. 

The  church’s  Central  Illinois  con¬ 
ference,  Mr.  Reeves’  home  region, 
has  donated  nearly  $90,000  for  the 


bridge  over  the  Nyagambu  River  that 
connects  the  campus  with  the  main 
road. 

Called  “the  bridge  to  dreams,”  it 
was  dedicated  April  23  along  with 
other  buildings  at  the  university’s 
campus. 

Mr.  Reeves  said  that  the  bridge 
was  essential  to  campus  develop¬ 
ment  in  order  to  get  heavy  construc¬ 
tion  trucks  across  the  river  in  the 
rainy  season. 

The  bridge  honors  others  from 
Central  Illinois  who  have  made  sig¬ 
nificant  contributions  to  the  univer¬ 
sity,  including  the  first  to  have  the 
dream  nearly  100  years  ago  that  stu¬ 
dents  from  all  of  Africa  be  educated 
in  that  valley:  Bishop  Joseph  Crane 
Hartzell. 

Mr.  Reeves  said  he  had  “fallen  in 
love  with  the  African  people  and 
their  culture,  and  related  to  their 
dreams,  vision,  and  hope”  begin¬ 
ning  in  1988  when,  as  a  volunteer 
consultant  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief,  he  visited 
such  countries  as  Sierra  Leone,  Li¬ 
beria,  Ghana  and  Kenya. 

When  asked  the  reason  for  his 
strong  commitment  to  Africa  Uni¬ 
versity,  Mr.  Reeves  credits  his  par¬ 
ents,  both  educators,  for  his  natural 
love  of  learning. 


“As  you  get  older,  you  begin  to 
realize  that  the  future  depends  upon 
educating  children.  And  when  you 
become  acquainted  with  places  like 
Africa,  and  realize  how  unusual  it  is 
for  a  child  or  a  young  person  to 
have  an  opportunity  for  education, 
you  just  want  to  help,”  he  added. 


CLASSIFIED 


TRAVIS  PARK  UMC  IN  SAN  ANTONIO  seeking 
Youlh  Director  beginning  summer  94.  Bachelor’s 
degree  and  experience  preferred.  Salary  negotiable. 
Contact:  Linda  Montgomery  (210)  226-834 1 . _ 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 
needed  to  continue  strong  program  for  growing  1 350- 
member  multi-staff  church  located  in  county  seat, 
university  town  between  Austin  and  San  Antoruo. 
Salary  negotiable  depending  upon  experience  and 
training.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Bill  Henderson,  First 
UMC,  1 29  W,  Hutchison,  San  Marcos,  TX  78666, 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE:  UNITED  Theological 
Seminary,  Dayton,  Ohio.  (1)  Faculty  position  in 
Christian  Education  and  Communications  to  teach 
general  religious  education  courses  and  mentor  reli¬ 
gious  education  students.  (2)  Studio  Director. 
Work  with  religious  communications  students,  su¬ 
pervise  student  interns  and  assist  faculty  and 
M.Div.  students  in  media  production.  Send  appro¬ 
priate  material  to  the  Provost,  UTS,  1810  Harvard 
Blvd.,  Dayton,  OH  45406.  EOE. _ 

FULL-TIME  POSITION:  Director  of  program¬ 
ming.  800  +  well  located  UMC  in  thriving  com¬ 
munity  in  the  northeast  comer  of  Tennessee.  Our 
area  was  ranked  34th  as  one  of  the  best  places  to 
live  in  the  U.S.  by  Money  Magazine  in  September 
1993.  Seeking  candidate  to  expand,  enhance,  and 
develop  programming  in  com  work  areas.  Desire 
previous  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Task  Force, 
Mafair  United  Methodist  Church,  1409  E.  Center 
St.,  Kingsport,  TN  37664. _ 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 
sought  to  direct  and  administer  graded  choral  and 
handbell  program.  Membership  of  2,000.  Position 
open  June  1.  Send  resume  to:  Rev,  C.  Michael 
Haynes,  FUMC,  801  W.  Ave.  B.  Garland,  TX 
75040,  (214)  272-2471. _ 
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Producer  of  'Christy' 
hopes  his  miracle  will 
stay  on  television 


By  LARRY  RAMEY 

Religious  News  Service 

Despite  high  initial  ratings  on  the 
television  pilot  of  “Christy,"  the  se¬ 
ries  about  a  mission  school  in  Ap¬ 
palachia,  the  jury  is  still  out  as  to 
whether  the  series  will  continue. 

“Christy”  has  been  a  miracle  in 
the  making  for  nearly  18  years  of 
answered  prayers,  according  to  ex¬ 
ecutive  producer  Kenneth  Wales,  a 
member  of  Pacific  Paslisades  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  California. 

Buried  under  two  decades  of 
squabbles  over  film  rights,  “Chris¬ 
ty”  was  resurrected  in  a  two-hour 
show  on  CBS  on  Easter  Sunday— 
drawing  the  week’s  fifth-biggest 
television  audience. 

Based  on  the  best-selling  Cather¬ 
ine  Marshall  novel  of  the  same 
name,  “Christy”  tells  a  story  of 
love,  faith  and  struggle  in  the  midst 
of  rural  poverty. 

The  industry  is  waiting 

After  analyzing  audience  re¬ 
sponse  to  six  one-hour  follow-up 
episodes  aired  on  Thursday  nights, 
network  officials  will  decide,  proba¬ 
bly  in  May,  whether  to  make 
“Christy”  into  a  regular  weekly  se¬ 
ries. 

For  Mr.  Wales,  the  success  of 
“Christy”  is  not  only  a  test  of  the  pi¬ 
lot  series  but  a  gauge  of  whether  the 
public  wants  more  shows  about  val¬ 
ues  and  faith  alongside  the  normal 
fare  of  sex,  violence  and  sitcoms. 

“The  entire  industry  is  waiting  to 
see  what  happens  to  this  show," 
said  Mr.  Wales. 

On  its  first  Thursday  night  airing, 
“Christy”  garnered  20  percent  of 


the  viewing  audience,  beating  out 
“The  Simpsons,"  “Byrds  of  Para¬ 
dise”  and  “The  Sinbad  Show.” 

“It’s  going  incredibly  well,  while 
it’s  up  against  the  toughest  night  of 
the  week,  which  NBC  has  owned  for 
years,”  Mr.  Wales  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view. 

Ratings  have  been  highest  in  the 
South  and  Midwest,  he  said. 

Viewers  called  CBS 

Initial  reviews  have  been  mixed, 
but  CBS  spokesman  David  Poling 
reported  that  the  network  was  “be¬ 
sieged  by  callers”  praising  the  show 
the  day  after  the  pilot. 

“Impressive,”  wrote  John  J. 
O’Connor  of  the  New  York  Times 
News  Service.  “Family  drama, 
overwhelmed  by  family  sitcoms  un¬ 
til  recently,  is  alive  and  kicking.” 

Greg  Dawson  of  the  Orlando  Sen¬ 
tinel  thought  it  was  too  sweet,  “like 
being  hooked  up  to  an  intravenous 
drip  of  Karo  syrup.” 

“Christy”  is  the  story  of  19-year- 
old  Christy  Huddleston — a  character 
inspired  by  the  real-life  experience  of 
Catherine  Marshall’s  mother — who 
leaves  a  comfortable  life  in  Asheville, 
N.C.,  in  1912  to  teach  in  an  Appala¬ 
chian  mission  school. 

Kellie  Martin,  an  Emmy  nominee 
for  “Life  Goes  On,”  stars  as  Chris¬ 
ty.  Emmy  winner  Tyne  Daly  (“Cag¬ 
ney  &  Lacey”)  and  Oscar  nominee 
Tess  Harper  (“Crimes  of  the 
Heart,”  “Tender  Mercies”)  have 
major  roles. 

Mr.  Wales  has  worked  toward 
producing  “Christy”  since  he  first 
read  the  book  in  1975. 


PHOTO  BY  TONY  ESPARZA 

Kellie  Martin,  left,  stars  as  a  young  missionary  schoolteacher  in 
CBS's  "Christy."  Emmy  winner  Tyne  Daly,  right,  plays  the  young 
woman's  mentor.  The  series  is  based  on  a  best-selling  novel  of  the 
same  name  written  by  Catherine  Marshall.  The  show's  producer, 
United  Methodist  Kenneth  Wales,  says  the  series  is  a  gauge  of 
whether  the  public  wants  more  shows  about  values  and  faith. 


Mission  volunteer  program  gains  momentum 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  NeWs  Service 

•  jtuu  ’.'Vr*  ~ 

In  1993,  Larry  Acton  sent  126 
United  Methodist  teams  from  Okla¬ 
homa  to  places  as  diverse  as  Russia, 
Bolivia  and  the  flood-stricken  U.S. 
Midwest  for  mission  work  projects. 

As  the  only  full-time,  paid  Volun- 
teers-in-Mission  coordinator  for  a 
United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ence,  Mr.  Acton  may  be  better  orga¬ 
nized  than  some  others.  But  the 
popularity  of  volunteer  mission 
projects  also  has  increased  consid¬ 
erably  in  recent  years. 


The  church  will  always  have  ca¬ 
reer  missionaries,  according  to  the 
Rev.  F.  Allan  Kirton,  director  of  the 
Mission  Resource  Center  in  Atlan¬ 
ta,  but  “there  is  also  a  place  for  the 
person  who  has  only  two  weeks  but 
who  has  a  call  just  as  strong  and  just 
as  insistent  and  just  as  sincere.” 

The  Volunteers-in-Mission  move¬ 
ment,  which  began  at  the  local  church 
level,  was  officially  sanctioned  by  the 
1980  General  Conference,  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  legislative  body. 

The  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  usually 


coordinates  work  projects  outside  pand  global  projects, 
the  United  States,  while  jurisdic-  Through  dialogues  this  year  with 


tional  or  annual  conference  organiz¬ 
ers  handle  national  projects. 

Grass-roots  going  global 

The  board  is  renewing  emphasis 
on  the  program,  according  to  the 
Rev.  John  McCullough,  associate 
general  secretary,  Mission  Person¬ 
nel  Resources  Department. 

He  says  the  agency  “recognizes 
clearly  that  Volunteers-in-Mission 
is  a  grass-roots  organization  and  re¬ 
spects  that”  but  it  also  wants  to  ex¬ 


conference,  jurisdictional  and  other 
representatives,  the  board  hopes  to 
develop  a  new  vision  for  the  pro¬ 
gram,  Mr.  McCullough  adds. 

William  Rollins,  the  board’s  na¬ 
tional  Volunteers-in-Mission  coordi¬ 
nator,  points  out  that  the  program 
has  taken  off  in  new  directions. 

For  example,  instead  of  one  con¬ 
ference’s  sending  a  team  to  build  a 
school  or  church,  a  number  of  con¬ 
ferences  could  dispatch  many  teams 
to  construct  an  entire  community. 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

JUAREZ,  Mexico — From  left,  United  Methodist  Volunteers-in-Mission  Bill  Griggs,  Elvin  Wells  and  Larry 
Acton  mix  concrete  at  a  housing  site  in  Juarez.  When  this  job  is  completed,  volunteers  for  the  "Opera¬ 
tion:  Home"  project  in  Juarez  will  have  built  40  houses  for  residents  there. 


The  first  such  project  occurred 
during  the  summer  of  1991  when 
22  work  teams  recruited  by  jurisdic¬ 
tional  coordinators  rebuilt  the 
neighborhood  of  Chorillo,  a  poor 
area  of  Panama  City,  Panama. 

The  work  was  done  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Evangelical  Methodist 
Church  in  Panama,  the  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Caribbean  and  the 
Americas  and  residents  themselves. 

Forty-eight  new  homes 

“We  were  able  to  build  48  homes 
with  those  people  for  about  $6,700 
each,”  Mr.  Rollins  says.  “That’s  the 
kind  of  thing  that  can  be  accom¬ 
plished  if  we  coordinate  our  work 
across  the  country.” 

Similar  projects — involving  con¬ 
secutive  work  teams — have  been 
started  in  Russia  and  Juarez,  Mexico. 

Voluteers-in-Mission  is  working 
more  closely  with  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief,  which 
provided  seed  money  for  the  Pana¬ 
ma  and  Juarez  sites,  according  to 
Mr.  Rollins. 

The  mission  program  historically 
has  been  organized  through  work 
teams,  although  placements  are  avail¬ 
able  for  individuals  as  well,  he  says. 

People  involved  in  VIM  often  be¬ 
come  more  active  in  their  local 
churches,  according  to  Mr.  Acton. 

“These  are  people  who  come 
back  and  say  their  lives  will  never 
be  the  same,”  he  explains. 


Volunteers,  UMCOR  combine  efforts  in  mission 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

By  the  end  of  October,  United 
Methodist  Volunteers-in-Mission, 
through  a  succession  of  work  teams, 
expect  to  build  40  houses  in  Juarez, 
Mexico. 

Coordinated  by  Larry  Acton,  the 
program's  director  for  the  Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference,  the  project  in¬ 
volves  the  denomination’s  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico  and  the  United 


Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
which  has  allocated  a  $  1 00,000  grant. 

Oklahoma  United  Methodists 
were  building  an  educational  wing 
and  sanctuary  for  Bethel  Church  in 
Juarez  when  Mr.  Acton  was  ap¬ 
proached  by  the  relief  committee’s 
Lloyd  Rollins  about  the  housing 
needs  of  a  squatter  community  just 
outside  the  town. 

The  two  men  visited  the  commu¬ 
nity  in  May  1993  and  saw  how  fam¬ 


ilies  lived  in  large  crates  wrapped 
with  plastic  or  cardboard,  relying 
on  makeshift  outhouses. 

Mr.  Acton  started  recruiting  volun¬ 
teers  for  “Operation:  Home.”  Last 
October,  a  team  of  20  youth  leaders 
toured  the  area,  and  in  April  about 
50  adults  from  four  conferences  be¬ 
gin  “hands-on  opportunities.” 

Two  to  four  work  teams  a  week 
have  been  booked  for  the  entire 
summer,  he  said. 


Voluteer  teams  stay  in  dorms  con¬ 
structed  by  other  volunteers.  After 
the  housing  project  is  finished,  the 
buildings  will  be  used  as  a  hostel. 

At  a  cost  of  $2,000  each,  a  house 
will  contain  a  bedroom,  bathroom 
and  multipurpose  room  and  pro¬ 
vide  a  home  for  6  to  10  people. 

Mexican  Methodist  Bishop  Balta- 
zar  Gonzalez  has  appointed  a  mis¬ 
sionary  to  work  with  residents  of 
the  community. 


Despite  life's  troubles, 
writer's  Jesus  is  friend 


What  a  friend  we  have  in  Jesus 
All  our  sins  and  griefs  to  bear! 

What  a  privilege  to  carry 
Everything  to  God  in  prayer! 

O  what  peace  we  often  forfeit, 

O  what  needless  pain  we  bear. 

All  because  we  do  not  carry 
Everything  to  God  in  prayer. 

By  WILLIAM  ].  REYNOLDS 

In  his  small,  white  frame  cottage 
in  Port  Hope,  Canada,  Joseph  Scri- 
ven  lay  ill. 

A  friend  who  came  to  lend  a  help¬ 
ing  hand  happened  to  see  a  hand¬ 
written  poem  on  the  table.  Scriven 
told  his  friend,  “The  Lord  and  I  did 
it  between  us.” 

Born  in  Seapatrick,  County 
Down,  Ireland,  Scriven  was  educat¬ 
ed  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin.  Be¬ 
cause  his  father  was  an  officer  in  the 
Royal  Marines,  he  dreamed  of  a 
military  career. 

He  enrolled  at  Addiscombe  Mili¬ 
tary  Seminary  in  London  but,  be¬ 
cause  of  poor  health,  had  to  drop  out. 
In  1844,  at  age  25,  he  went  to  Cana¬ 
da,  where  he  taught  school  for  a 
while.  He  then  became  a  tutor  to  the 
Pengelley  family  near  Port  Hope. 

Scriven  had  experienced  great  per¬ 
sonal  tragedy  twice.  In  England,  his 
bride-to-be  had  accidentally  drowned 


History 
of  Hymns 

the  evening  before  their  wedding. 

After  he  settled  in  Canada,  anoth¬ 
er  romance  developed,  but  before 
he  and  Eliza  Roche  could  be  mar¬ 
ried,  she  died  suddenly.  In  this  time 
of  grief,  Scriven  wrote  “What  a 
Friend  We  Have  in  Jesus”  and  sent 
a  copy  to  his  mother. 

As  the  years  passed,  Scriven  de¬ 
voted  his  spare  time  to  performing 
menial  work  for  those  who  were 
physically  handicapped  and  finan¬ 
cially  destitute.  He  was  often  seen 
going  up  the  street  with  a  bucksaw 
over  his  shoulder  on  his  way  to  cut 
firewood  for  someone  in  need. 

His  death  occurred  by  drowning 
in  Rice  Lake,  north  of  Port  Hope, 
in  1 886.  A  large  monument  bearing 
the  stanzas  of  his  hymn  stands  in 
the  Pengelley  family  cemetery  as  a 
tribute  to  this  Irish-bom  immigrant 
whose  hymn  is  sung  around  the 
world  in  many  languages. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Come,  Holy  Ghost, 

Our  Hearts  Inspire" 


Gang  member  praises 
church,  takes  it  to  task 


By  JORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  New  Service 

STAMFORD,  Conn.— A  20- 
year-old  gang  member  advised 
United  Methodists  attending  a  re¬ 
cent  meeting  in  Stamford  to  “stop 
being  afraid  of  us.” 

“How  can  I  believe  God  is  with 
you  if  you  are  afraid  to  come  into  my 
neighborhood?”  Andre  Thurman  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  challenged  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
executive  committee. 

Mr.  Thurman,  who  credits  a  1993 
“gang  summit”  in  his  home  town 
with  changing  the  focus  of  his  life, 
told  of  growing  up  in  a  housing 
project  so  tough  that  police  would 
not  enter  except  in  large  groups. 

Family  of  addicts 

From  his  great-grandmother 
down,  every  adult  in  his  family  was 
addicted  to  drugs  or  alcohol.  His  fa¬ 
ther  and  older  brother  were  absent, 
so  Mr.  Thurman  hung  out  with  the 
older  boys  in  the  neighborhood. 

When  he  was  12,  he  left  home.  By 
1 3,  he  said,  he  could  do  everything 
with  drugs  from  cooking  them  to 
selling  them. 

The  older  males  from  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  were  there  for  him  when 
no  one  else  was,  and  “they  are  still 
my  family,”  he  said  of  the  gang. 

At  the  gang  summit,  which 
brought  rival  gang  leaders  from  sev¬ 
eral  cities  to  St.  Stephen’s  Baptist 
Church  through  ecumenical  spon¬ 
sorship,  Mr.  Thurman  began  to  see 
some  alternatives  for  himself  and 
for  society. 

Out  of  that  has  come  “Operation 
Break  and  Build,”  which  Mr.  Thur¬ 
man  describes  as  “a  gang  recycling 
program.” 

Its  five  foci — crisis  intervention, 
economic  development,  education, 
the  criminal  justice  system  and  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  women’s  caucus — are 
part  of  intervention  and  prevention 
of  gang  violence,  he  said. 

“The  churches  are  our  support¬ 
ers,”  Mr.  Thurman  said. 

Now  St.  Mark’s  Presbyterian 
Church,  located  near  the  housing 


"My  heart  is  in  saving 
my  people.  I  feel  like  I 
have  been  changed  by 
God  to  do  that." 

— Andre  Thurman 


project  where  Mr.  Thurman  still 
lives,  can  leave  its  doors  open  24 
hours  a  day,  he  boasted. 

United  Methodist  involvement  in¬ 
cluded  Grace  United  Church,  a  com¬ 
bined  Presbyterian  and  United 
Methodist  congregation,  whose  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  pastor,  the  Rev.  Sharon 
Garfield,  worked  at  the  summit. 

The  denomination’s  support  in¬ 
cludes  two  suburban  churches  on 
the  Kansas  side  of  the  river — V alley 
View  in  Overland  Park  and  Asbury 
in  Prairie  Village,  said  the  Rev. 
Frank  Dorsey,  Asbury’s  pastor  and 
a  Global  Ministries  board  director. 

Through  Asbury  new  avenues  of 
support  are  opening  up.  Member 
Robert  Rogers  heads  the  Kauffman 
Foundation,  from  which  a  grant  is 
being  sought  to  develop  Operation 
Break  and  Build. 

Dying  for  the  wrong  things 

Mr.  Thurman  attributes  the 
transformation  of  his  life  to  God’s 
action.  He  said  previous  to  the  sum¬ 
mit,  he  “didn’t  have  a  sense  of  spir¬ 
ituality  at  all.” 

At  the  summit,  he  said,  he  came 
to  realize  that  he  and  others  had 
been  willing  to  die  for  the  wrong 
things  such  as  territory  and  clothes. 
Now,  he  said,  he  is  not  afraid  of  dy¬ 
ing  for  peace. 

“My  heart  is  in  saving  my  people,” 
Mr.  Thurman  said.  “I  feel  like  I  have 
been  changed  by  God  to  do  that.” 

He  challenged  churches  to  stop  de¬ 
veloping  programs  for  young  people 
but  to  develop  them  with  participa¬ 
tion  by  young  people  in  the  planning 
and  every  subsequent  phase. 

Churches  have  supported  Mr. 
Thurman  and  his  efforts  to  bring 
about  peace.  Kansas  City  has  had 
only  two  killings  that  are  believed 
to  be  gang-related  since  the  summit. 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  PHOTO  BY  LEE  RANCK 

Russian  kids  show  church  their  winning  art 

WASHINGTON — Three  children  traveling  with  the  "1  Love  This 
Earth"  art  exhibit  show  their  paintings  at  the  United  Methodist 
Building  in  Washington.  Paintings  (from  left)  by  Tanya  Chukh- 
manova,  11,  from  Arzamas,  Russia;  Sergei  Safonov,  11,  from 
Tula;  and  Natasha  Kovalenko,  9,  from  Bryansk  were  among  70 
chosen  for  the  exhibition.  More  than  2,000  entries  were  submit¬ 
ted  by  children  who  live  in  areas  contaminated  by  radioactivity 
from  Chernobyl  and  other  Soviet  nuclear  accidents. 


PAGE  6 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


MAY  13,  1994 


CELEBRATE! 

PEACE  WITH  JUSTICE  SUNDAY 

May  2 9,  1994,  second  Sunday  of  Pentecost 

(Or  another  date  that  your  church  prefers) 


HUMAN  RIGHTS 


THERE  CAN  BE  NO  PEACE 
WITHOUT  JUSTICE 

Peace  With  Justice  Sunday  celebrates  our  striving  for  peace  and  the 
justice-related  ministries  of  God’s  church.  The  Peace  With  Justice  of¬ 
fering  is  one  of  six  special  offerings  designated  each  church  year  by 
the  General  Conference  to  support  specific  ministries  throughout  the 
world. 

Fifty  percent  of  your  offering  remains  within  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  to: 

□  assist  in  funding  the  statewide  tours  of  the  Peace  With  Justice 
Educators 

□  provide  seed  money  for  the  establishment  of  Louisiana  Inter- 
faith  IMPACT  and  dues  to  this  group  (IMPACT  is  an  interfaith 
coalition  which  advocates  the  public  policies  of  its  members) 

□  contribute  to  the  national  Methodists  United  for  Peace  With 
Justice  and  to  the  Louisiana  Health  Care  Coalition 

□  provide  assistance  to  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference’s 
farm  aid  program 

□  contribute  to  local  centers  for  Peace  With  Justice  which  pro¬ 
vide  lectures  and  meetings  on  current  national  and  international 
peace  issues 

The  major  amount  of  the  1994  offering  will  pay  most  of  the  expenses 
incurred  by  this  year’s  Peace  With  Justice  Educators,  Dr.  Ray  and  De¬ 
laine  DeHainaut.  Through  June  1995,  they  will  travel  to  churches 
throughout  Louisiana  to  teach  and  stimulate  United  Methodists  to  be 
obedient  to  God’s  call  for  peace.  The  couple  will  speak  about  ways 
members  can  work  toward  an  end  to  hostility,  discrimination,  ethnic 
and  religious  wars,  violence  in  homes,  communities  and  the  world.  To 
schedule  the  DeHainauts  to  come  to  a  local  church  or  district,  call 
them,  504-293-5440. 

The  other  half  of  the  offering  will  support  the  Peace  With  Justice 
program  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  This  program 
provides  leadership  training,  promotes  covenant  churches  of  Peace 
With  Justice  and  develops  resources  and  educational  materials  for 
conferences  and  local  churches. 

Please  give  generously  to  this  offering.  Increasing  social  problems 
challenge  United  Methodists  to  faithfully  follow  Jesus’  command  to 
love  others  as  he  loves  us. 

PEACE  CAN  COME  WITH  JUST-US 


Materials  Are  Available 

For  free,  undated,  colored  posters  and  bulletin  inserts 
write  or  call  the  Office  of  Peace  With  Justice,  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  100  Maryland  Ave„  N.E., 
Washington  D.C.  20002;  phone,  202-488-5647. 

For  free  leaflets,  offering  envelopes  and  posters  write  or 
call  United  Methodist  Communications,  Order  Depart¬ 
ment,  P.  O.  Box  320,  Nashville,  TN  37202;  phone  615- 
742-5110. 

From  Cokesbury  (1-800-672-1789),  order  a  publica¬ 
tion,  Special  Sundays  for  United  Methodists,  $4.95,  plus 
tax  and  shipping.  Item  391-687,  it  contains  worship  ser¬ 
vices  and  sermon  starters  on  pages  1 8-20. 
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far  and  unknown 
to  near  and  loved 


i 


A  very  poor  Filipino  woman  In  a  remote  village  gave  birth  to  a  tiny  in¬ 
fant  on  October  6,  1992.  The  little  boy  had  a  cleft  lip  and  a  den  palate  (a 
birth  defect  where  two  sides  of  palate  failed  to  join  before  birth).  He 
could  not  suck,  and  barely  survived.  At  the  age  of  four  months,  the  child 
weighed  less  than  si*  pounds.  The  worried  mother  walked  a  long  dis¬ 
tance  to  take  the  child  to  an  orphanage  knowing  he  was  near  death. 


After  some  months,  the  child  somehow  survived  and  ended  up  at  an  or¬ 
phanage  for  unwanted  and  dying  children  —  a  garbage  dump  for  human¬ 
ity. 

But  the  little  fellow  was  tenacious.  Somehow  he  clung  to  life  —  al¬ 
though  he  could  neither  suck  nor  chew.  Several  weeks  ago  a  Denver  phy¬ 
sician  was  in  the  Philippines  doing  volunteer  medical  work.  He  was 
assigned  to  this  “last  stop"  orphanage.  There  he  discovered  our  cleft  pa- 
lated  and  cleft  lipped  friend.  The  doctor  examined  the  boy.  In  spite  of  his 
poor  health,  the  doctor  saw  hope  for  the  child.  He  arranged  for  the  boy 
to  be  flown  to  Denver  where  he  suggested  to  an  adoption  agency  that  a 
family  be  found  for  him  as  soon  as  possible. 

Our  daughter  and  her  husband  had  applied  for  an  adopted  child  al¬ 
most  two  years  ago.  The  connection  was  made,  and  Marilyn  and  I  have  a 
new  grandson,  18-months-old,  Nathan  Lee  Bowen. 

In  Colorado  Springs  helping  care 


And  after  all  this  little  fellow  hi 


in  through,  1  wouldn't  bet  against 


Dr.  Tom  W.  Boyd,  '94  Louisiana  Conference  preacher 
to  focus  on  early  symbols  of  the  church  as  ship  at  sea 


Q 


Dr.  Tom  W.  Boyd,  who  holds  the 
Kingfisher  Chair  in  the  Philosophy 
of  Religion  and  Ethics  Department 
at  the  University  of  Oklahoma,  will 
preach  at  worship  services  during 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

—  Boyd's  two 
areas  of  inquiry 

among  world 
religions  and 
colloquy  be¬ 
tween  religion 
and  science. 

His  special 
academic  inter- 

of  religious, 
ethical,  social  and  personal  growth 
areas. 

He  seeks  to  apply  the  theoretical 
study  of  philosophy  and  religion  to 
the  concrete  public  and  personal  is¬ 
sues  of  the  day.  He  studies  to  inter¬ 
pret  the  traditions  of  western 
religion  in  light  of  contemporary 
conditions  and  the  emerging  plane¬ 
tary  culture. 

Four  sermons 

He  will  speak  at  the  morning  and 
evening  woiship  services  on  Tuesday, 
June  7,  and  on  Wednesday,  June  8. 
Evening  services  will  be  held  in  First 
UMC,  Shreveport,  and  the  morning 
worship  will  be  in  the  Gold  Dome  at 
Centenary  College  in  that  city. 

“As  for  my  sermons,”  he  said.  “I 
have  been  working  at  a  focus  on  the 
church  as  it  meets  the  world.  A  cou¬ 
ple  of  months  ago,  while  reflecting 


...  some  symbols  for  the  church  i 
Christian  history,  I  was  struck  by 
the  early  and  frequent  use  of  the 
ship  at  sea  as  a  symbol  of  the 
church  —  the  sea  being  the  world. 

"After  further  examination  of  this 
image,  I  decided  to  preach  on  four 
texts  dealing  with  vessels  at  sea.  The 
strongest  term  for  the  church  as  ves¬ 
sel  appears  to  be  'sanctuary.' " 

The  church  today 

Boyd  said  his  key  question  as  he 
preaches  to  the  Conference  will  be 
"What  is  it  to  be  in  the  church  in 
these  turbulent  times?” 

His  sermon  titles  and  the  Biblical 
basis  are  as  follows:  "The  Promise  of 
the  First  Sanctuary"  Genesis  7:1-5,  IT- 
24;  The  Perils  of  the  False  Sanctu¬ 
ary,"  Jonah  1:1-17;  "Possibilities 
Bcvond  the  Faltering  Sanctuary.”  Mat¬ 
thew  14:22-33  and  for  the  Service  of 
Ordination,  “Pastoring  in  the  Frac¬ 
tured  Sanctuary,"  Acts  27:  1 3-38. 

Boyd  began  his  GOD  15  HERE! 
teaching  at  the  “ 

university  in  Nor¬ 
man,  Okla.,  in 
1969  and  has 
continued 
except  for  time 
out  for  two  other 
endeavors.  In  the 
spring  of  1988  he 
was  Rockwell  Visiting  Scholar  in  Re¬ 
ligion  at  the  University  of  Houston. 

Beginning  in  the  fall  of  1988  he 
served  for  two  years  as  pastor  of 
First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Iowa 
City,  Iowa. 


He  holds  four  earned  degrees  in¬ 


cluding  a  doctorate  in  religion  from  Church  in  Norman. 


e  pastor  of  First  Presbyterian 


Vanderbilt  University. 

Clergy  couple 

Boyd  and  his  wife.  Barbara 
Griggs  Boyd,  work  together  as  a 
clergy  couple.  She  is  currently  asso- 


With  his  wife,  he  enjoys  back¬ 
packing,  mountain-biking  and  read¬ 
ing  novels. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  is  scheduled  June  6-9. 


)on  Richardson,  LEFT,  a  member  of  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  repre¬ 
senting  the  United  Methodist  youth  of  the  Conference,  presents  a 
check  from  the  Youth  Service  Fund  to  Dr.  Tom  Matheny  of  Ham¬ 
mond,  as  a  contribution  toward  the  Conference  Center.  Richardson 
is  a  member  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Trustees  of  which  Dr. 
Matheny  is  chair.  The  Center's  groundbreaking  is  set  for  May  28. 

Youth  of  Conference  receive 
recognition  for  YSF  giving 


The  youth  of  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  received  a  certificate  honoring 
their  ranking  among  the  top  20  in 
giving  to  the  Youth  Service  Fund 
this  year. 

The  certificate  was  awarded  for 
"their  outstanding  efforts,"  Lynn 
Strother  Hinkle,  YSF  project  direc¬ 
tor.  said. 

The  award  was  given  by  the  steer¬ 
ing  committee  and  staff  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Youth  Ministry  Organization 
and  the  YSF  project. 

Two  types  of  awards  are  offered 
each  year  —  one  for  the  greatest  per 
capita  giving  and  another  for  over¬ 
all  amount  contributed.  The  youth 
of  Louisiana  Conference  received 


recognition  for  both  types  of  giving. 

"Giving  of  this  caliber  manifests 
exceptional  commitment  to  mission 
by  the  youth  and  their  adult  leaders. 
They  deserve  high  commendation, 
"Hinkle  said.  "The  needs  of  youth 
both  at  home  and  around  the  world 
are  addressed  and  lives  changed  by 
these  monies." 

Tiffany  Hincks  of  New  Orleans  and 
Jon  Richardson  of  Lafayette  are  Con¬ 
ference  youth  cochairs  of  the  YSF 
project  and  Dolores  Giles  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  is  adult  YSF  representative.  Kris¬ 
tin  Hunt  of  Monroe  is  Conference 
United  Methodist  Youth  president 
and  Carolyn  Dove  of  Batcn  Rouge  is 


Two  General  Church  agencies 
make  grants  to  Louisiana 


Two  general  agencies  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  have  recently 
made  grants  toward  Louisiana  proj- 

Rev.  James  Poole,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Ruston  District,  reports 
that  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  made  a 
grant  of  $20,000  to  help  with  relief 
following  an  ice  storm  in  February. 


To  introduce  their  new  cook 
book,  "Specialties  of  His  House, 
Too!"  United  Methodist  Women  of 
St.  Timothy-on-the-North  Shore 
sponsored  a  free  tasting  of  desserts 
from  the  book’s  recipes.  The  event 
was  held  in  Fellowship  Hall  after 
services  on  Mother's  Day.  About 
800  recipes  are  included  in  the  vi¬ 
nyl-covered  books  which  were  sold, 
gift-wrapped  for  Mother's  Day. 

First  UMC,  Shreveport,  is  spon¬ 
soring  a  Habitat  for  Humanity 
House  project.  Work  started  this 
spring  and  will  continue  through 
the  fall.  Volunteers  will  work  each 
Saturday  on  the  house  at  3048 
Waco.  Other  churches  or  groups  in¬ 
terested  in  helping  may  call  the  as¬ 
sociate  pastor,  Rev.  Brian  Barron, 
318/424-7771 


Chicken  farmers 

Chicken  farmers  in  the  district 
were  hard  hit  because  the  storm  de¬ 
stroyed  their  chicken  houses,  chick¬ 
ens  (their  livelihood)  and  in  some 
cases  the  farm  families'  own  dwell¬ 
ings  were  severely  damaged. 

The  UMCOR  funds,  along  with 
those  collected  by  churches  of  the 
Ruston  District,  were  distributed 
among  the  farmers  following  the 

A  Louisiana  church,  Hope  UMC 
a  new  African-American  congrega¬ 
tion  in  South  Monroe,  was  among 
12  ethnic  local  churches  lo  receive 
grants  from  the  UM  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

Teen  theater 

The  church  was  awarded  $7,000 
for  a  teen  theater  project  that  will 
use  drama  to  focus  on  issues  of 
teenage  pregnancy,  violence  and 

The  Rev.  Larry  Martin  is  pastor 
of  Hope  UMC  and  Dr.  J  Philip 
Woodland  is  superintendent  of  the 
Monroe  District  in  which  it  is  locat- 

Funds  totaling  $101,370  were 
awarded  by  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  to  all  of  the  eth¬ 
nic  groups.  The  largest,  an  $18,200 
grant  went  to  the  denomination's 
Native  American  International 
Caucus  for  an  internship  program 
of  training  and  education. 
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HOW  we  encounter  Jesus  really  counts 


Does  it  matter  HOW  people  are 
brought  to  Christ  or  get  spiritually 
rejuvenated? 

That’s  the  provocative  question 
posed  by  Momentous,  a  Los  Ange¬ 
les-based  spiritual  growth  program 
that  combines  traditional  Chris¬ 
tianity  with  controversial  psycho¬ 
logical  methods. 

According  to  a  recent  Los  Ange¬ 
les  Times  article,  participants  pay 
$500  for  a  two-day  "encounter” 
seminar  aimed  at  "shaking  Chris¬ 
tians  from  their  complacency.” 
They  confess  sins,  wrestle  with 
past  hurts  and  engage  in  role  play 
to  better  understand  their  relation¬ 
ship  to  God. 

But  seminars  also  have  included 
the  leaders’  deliberate  use  of  profani¬ 
ty,  pelvis-to-pelvis  hugging  and  tac¬ 
tics  such  as  the  “living  mirror.”  The 
latter  is  an  exercise  in  which  individ¬ 
uals  stand  in  front  of  other  people 
and  listen  to  themselves  described  in 
harsh,  demeaning  language. 

An  unidentified  woman  said 
that  the  “harshness  and  verbal 
abuse”  of  the  experience  left  her 
depressed  for  two  months.  It 
“ripped  me  apart,”  she  said. 

Dan  Tocchini,  seminar  founder 
and  self-described  born-again 
Christian,  countered  such  criti¬ 
cism  by  explaining  that  “Jesus  is 
not  Mr.  Rogers.” 

To  which  one  might  well  reply: 
Nor  is  Jesus  Geraldo  Rivera! 

In  fairness,  it  should  be  noted 
that  controversial  methods  of  spir¬ 
itual  growth  are  sprinkled 
throughout  Christian  history.  Al¬ 
though  denounced  by  Christians 
of  their  day,  some  such  methods — 
for  example,  those  used  by  strin¬ 
gent  monastic  groups — later  be¬ 
came  accepted  practice. 

Nevertheless,  we  believe  that  a  fa¬ 
miliar  adage  applies  to  the  making 
and  renewing  of  Christian  disciples: 
The  medium  is  the  message.  In  oth¬ 
er  words,  the  means  by  which  one 
first  encounters  Jesus  shapes  how 
one  understands  his  or  her  ongoing 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Experiences  of  the  Christian  faith  can  be  intense,  as  in  this  prayer  scene  from  the  1991  "Alders- 
gate"  conference.  But  intensity  alone  can't  be  the  determining  factor  of  an  encounter  with  )esus, 
especially  when  the  practices  themselves  don't  adhere  to  his  teachings  (see  related  editorial  at  left). 


Editorial 

relationship  with  Christ. 

Viewed  in  that  light  and  in  light 
of  what  the  Bible  teaches  about 
the  character  and  teaching  style  of 
our  Lord,  it  is  highly  improbable 
that  tactics  such  as  those  used  by 
Momentous  are  promoting  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jesus  as  he  has  been 
experienced  by  centuries  of  Chris¬ 


tians. 

Hence,  a  warning:  Beware  of 
faddish  approaches  to  spiritual 
growth — particularly  those  that 
have  a  big  price  tag.  While  not  all 
such  methods  are  automatically 
discredited,  they  should  be  tested 
by  a  straightforward  standard: 
Can  one  envision  Jesus  calling  us 
by  such  means? 

Before  you  sink  either  time  or 
money  into  unproven  spiritual 
growth  programs,  we  recommend 


that  you  look  into  existing  pro¬ 
grams  known  to  be  effective  ap¬ 
proaches  to  nurturing  and 
revitalizing  Christian  experience. 
Among  those  are  intensive  experi¬ 
ences  such  as  “Walk  to  Emmaus,” 
rigorous  Bible  studies  such  as 
“Disciple”  and  retreats  sponsored 
by  your  church. 

Ask  your  pastor  for  guidance  in 
such  matters.  We’ll  be  surprised  if 
he  mentions  EITHER  Mr.  Rogers 
or  Geraldo. 


Cod's  presence  overwhelms  my  morning  walks 


By  DEBBIE  MACK 

Once  during  a  Bible  study  class, 
the  pastor  asked  where  or  when  do 
we  feel  closest  to  God.  After  various 
members’  responses,  I  said,  “Dur¬ 
ing  my  early  morning  walks.” 

This  seemed  to  surprise  the  pastor, 
which  surprised  me — 1  assumed 
God’s  presence  to  be  overwhelming 
to  anyone  taking  a  walk.  He  ex¬ 
plained  that  in  his  neighborhood, 
people  didn’t  walk  much  because  of 
pollution  and  other  things. 

I’ve  thought  a  lot  about  that  since 
then.  How  sad  not  to  be  able  to  take 
a  stroll  and  enjoy  nature — God’s 
beautiful  handiwork.  I  decided, 
maybe,  I  could  share  my  experience 
by  trying  to  put  it  into  words: 

Early,  while  the  sky  is  still  night- 
time-dark,  the  last  stars  sparkle  be¬ 
fore  closing  their  eyes  to  sleep. 
Grass  crunches  under  foot  like 
dropped  graham  crackers.  My 
breath  forms  tiny  clouds  that  moist¬ 
en  my  nostrils.  Slowly,  my  moving 
body  warms  itself,  much  like  the 
long-ago  steam  engines  grew  hotter 


My  Witness 

Debbie  Mick  it 
a  member  of  Fer¬ 
guson  United 
Methodist  Church 
in  Ferguson ,  Mis¬ 
souri  (Missouri 
Cist  Annuil  Con¬ 
ference). 


the  faster  they  went. 

Mollie  tries  to  pull  my  arm  out  of  its 
socket.  With  a  puppy’s  eagerness, 
she  enjoys  our  morning  walks.  I 
bend  down  to  scold  her  and  all  30 
pounds  of  her  jump  on  my  lap.  As 
soon  as  she’s  on  my  lap,  she’s  off; 
she  can’t  possibly  be  still.  Her  ex¬ 
citement  grows  from  the  end  of  her 
tail  until  her  whole  body  wiggles 
like  a  worm  to  be  put  on  a  fish 
hook.  1  laugh  and  try  to  take  her  in 
my  arms.  She  smells  of  puppy  and 
her  bronze,  silky  softness  rubs  my 
face. 


This  early  morning  time  lacks 
people  and  noise;  its  stillness  en¬ 
closes  and  yet  encompasses.  We  are 
one  unto  ourselves  and  yet  a  part  of 
it — just  like  each  blade  of  grass  in 
the  field. 

Soon  the  rest  of  the  world  begins 
to  join  the  day.  First,  a  few  vehicles 
pass  by — the  bakery  truck  and  the 
garbage  truck.  Very  early  signs  of 
the  sun  appear,  like  pink  baby  toes 
sticking  out  from  under  the  covers. 

The  birds  tune  up  their  orchestra, 
one  and  then  another.  The  big, 
black  crows  are  clanging  cymbals; 
the  sweet,  clear  song  of  mocking¬ 
birds  like  flutes.  Cardinals  play  clar¬ 
inets  while  woodpeckers  and  even 
chattering  squirrels  add  percussion. 

There’s  an  odd  moment  of  total 
silence,  a  waiting  expectation.  Then 
the  curtain  rises  and  the  Sun  makes 
its  grand  appearance,  amid  colors 
as  vivid  as  an  artist’s  imagination, 
commanding  the  symphony  that 
welcomes  this  new  day. 

As  it  is  in  life,  Mollie  and  I  are 
both  witnesses  and  yet  participants, 
hushed  and  still,  awed  by  this  mir¬ 


acle  we  partake  therein. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (one  typed ,  double-spaced 
page  maximum  length )  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-02  75. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  manuscripts. 

What  others 
are  saying 

“All  my  adult  life,  I  had  struggled 
unsuccessfully  to  reconcile  my  own 
understanding  of  spirituality  and 
church  with  that  of  the  established 
church.  For  me,  wherever  people  are 
struggling  to  be  Godlke  on  a  real  lev¬ 
el — not  just  superficially,  academical¬ 
ly,  theologically — that  is  the  church.” 
— Edwina  Gately,  founder  of  Gene¬ 
sis  House,  a  haven  for  women. 

*  *  * 

“What  kind  of  commitment  are 
we  prepared  to  make  this  year  that 
others  might  hear  the  Gospel  and  be 
saved?  Such  a  challenge  will  not  be 
easy.  We  live  and  work  in  a  decay¬ 
ing  society,  and  the  religious  envi¬ 
ronment  has  been  greatly  effected 
by  that  society.” 

— Billy  A.  Melvin,  executive  direc¬ 
tor,  National  Association  of  Evan¬ 
gelicals. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

"I  am  confident  of  this,  that  the 
one  who  began  a  good  work  among 
you  will  bring  it  to  completion  by 
the  day  of  Jesus  Christ”  (NRSV). 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


Pontius'  Puddle 
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(Last  week's  answer  Acts  2:2-3) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  22 
Pentecost  Sunday:  Acts  1:21 
Monday:  Psalms  104:24-30 
Tuesday:  Psalms  104:31-34,  35b 
Wednesday:  Romans  8:22-25 
Thursday:  Romans  8:26-27 
Friday:  John  15:26-27 
Saturday:  John  16:4b-15 


We  should  face  church's 
challenges  as  a  team 


In  recent  months  there  have  been 
several  reports  from  groups  of  cler¬ 
gy  telling  us  that  there  are  issues 
that  can  “split  the  church”  (see 
UMR,  April  22).  Also  they’re  telling 
us  where  the  church  should  be  in 
the  year  2000. 

This  sort  of  thing  really  bothers 
me. 

First  1  think  that  we  need  to  un¬ 
derstand  what  we  are  talking  about 
when  we  speak  of  “the  church.”  Are 
we  talking  about  a  “pious  social 
club”  OR  are  we  talking  about  a 
“fellowship  of  believers”  that  come 
together  to  form  the  Body  of 
Christ? 

Whatever  issues  that  face  us  have 
been  created  by  us  and  can  be 
solved  by  us  if  we  will  just  factor  in 
the  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  all 
should  know  what  He  would  do.  Af¬ 
ter  all  he  left  us  guidelines  to  follow. 
Our  problem  is  that  we  are  trying  to 
find  a  “right  way”  to  do  wrong. 

As  for  where  the  church  is  head¬ 
ing  that  will  be  determined  by  the 
laity  and  not  by  the  clergy  alone. 
Good  or  bad,  right  or  wrong,  this  is 
reality. 

Somehow  we  must  come  together 
as  a  team  (clergy  and  laity)  that  will 
work  to  bring  the  Kingdom  of  God 

to  all. 

Unless  we  can  do  this  we  are 
doomed  to  failure  in  our  mission 
that  Christ  gave  us. 

O.  C.  Walker 
Trenton,  Tennessee 

Dangerous  divisiveness 

There  is  an  ugly,  dangerous  and 
divisive  side  to  all  fundamentalism, 
and  it  is  making  its  move  all  over 
the  world  and  in  all  religions.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism  is  not  escaping.  1 
suggest  that  there  is  more  to  the  to¬ 
tal  agenda  of  the  Good  News  move¬ 
ment  and  the  efforts  of  Cannon/ 
Dunnam/Oden  (see  UMR,  April 
22)  than  we  may  suspect.  So  it  is 
with  fundamentalism! 

John’s  Gospel  is  more  a  Gnostic 
document  than  we  want  to  admit, 
and  Paul  is  more  tainted  with 
Greek  dualism  than  we  remember. 
Neither  are  more  reliable  interpret¬ 
ers  of  Jesus  a  priori  than  the  Jesus 
Seminar  or  the  Re-Imagining  Con¬ 
ference. 

Dear  United  Methodist  friends, 
we  ignore  all  of  this  at  our  peril.  We 
also  deny  the  new  work  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  about  in  our  age  and  midst. 

Accepting  the  divinity  of  Christ, 
et  al,  is  never  what  the  fundementa- 
lists  make  it  out  to  be.  The  work  of 
Jesus  in  our  lives  and  in  our  midst 
is  always  more  important  than  we 
acknowledge. 

The  living  Christ  is  always  with 
the  oppressed,  whether  his  people 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

and  his  church  joins  him  or  not. 
And  today’s  oppressed  definitely  in¬ 
clude  gay  men  and  lesbians  and  the 
victims  of  both  U.S.  capitalism  and 
U.S.  militarism! 

Robert  D.  Williams 
Clarinda,  Iowa 

Ten  men  did  it 

I  have  just  read  the  April  22  issue 
of  the  Reporter.  In  the  article  titled, 
“UM  Group  calls  church  to  ‘histor¬ 
ic  faith’  and  accountability,"  I  read 
the  sentence,  “Ten  men,  including 
Dr.  Oden,  drafted  the  first  response 
statement  subsequently  perfected  in 
the  plenary  session.”  This  sentence 
says  it  all. 

Bishop  Richard  Looney  (South 
Georgia  Area)  challenges  the 
church,  “How  we  hold  ourselves  ac¬ 
countable  for  what  we’ve  already 
decided  in  the  Discipline  (United 
Methodist  law)?” 

What  we  have  already  decided  is 
that  our  beloved  denomination  pur¬ 
sues  a  false  vision  unless  the  dis¬ 
cernment  of  the  wholeness  of  the 
church  family  is  a  part  of  that  vi¬ 
sion. 

A  faithful  United  Methodist  is  ac¬ 
countable  only  to  that  which  re¬ 
flects  the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
among  women  and  men,  people  of 
all  ages,  races,  economic  conditions, 
the  full  diversity  of  our  being  that  is 
God’s  human  creation. 

Ellen  A.  Brubaker 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan 


FaithLine 

Recall  D-Day  ? 

The  Reporter  would  like  to  hear 
from  any  of  our  readers  who  have 
memories  of  D-Day,  June  6,  1944. 

If  you’re  a  veteran  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Theater  during  World  War 
II,  tell  us  what  role  your  religious 
faith  played  in  your  participation 
in  the  invasion  of  Europe. 

Or,  if  you’re  not  a  veteran  of 
that  invasion,  tell  us  how  your 
faith  helped  you  cope  with  news  of 
D-Day,  especially  if  your  loved 
ones  were  involved. 

Please  limit  your  responses  to  one 
typed,  double-spaced  page.  Respons¬ 
es  must  be  received  by  May  26. 

Mail  responses  to  “D-Day,”  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275.  Or 
fax  responses  to  2 1 4-630-0079. 

Selected  excerpts  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  June  3. 


A  Must  Experience  for  Ail  Those  Who  Seek  Spiritual  Growth 

THE  ACADEMY  FOR  SPIRITUAL  FORMATION 

Burlingame,  CA  -  Starting  January  1995 
Birmingham,  AL  -  Starting  May  1995 

The  Academy  will  provide  you  with  an  in-depth  learning  experience  in  spiritual 
formation.  It  is  designed  for  both  laity  and  clergy  who  are  highly  motivated  in 
their  call  to  follow  Christ  and  to  live  a  more  disciplined  life.  Participants  gather 
in  community  for  two  years  during  5-day  sessions  each  calendar  quarter. 
During  this  time  the  group  meets  together  for  prayer,  worship  and  Eucharist 
celebrations,  curriculum  sessions,  silence,  and  covenant  groups.  Well-known 
leaders  in  spiritual  formation  will  serve  as  faculty.  Between  gatherings, 
participants  are  asked  to  journal,  read  assigned  texts,  and  work  on  a  project  for 
ministry  in  spiritual  formation.  Applications  are  now  being  accepted.  A  limited 
number  of  scholarships  are  available. 

For  a  free  20-page  prospectus,  write: 

Danny  Morris  •  The  Upper  Room  •  PO  Box  189  •  Nashville,  TN  37202. 

Or  call  (615)  340-7232 


Staff  Support 


The  use  of  the  newspaper  provides  more  staff  time 
by  relieving  your  staff  from  many  pre-production 
and  production  tasks.  We  also  provide  you  with 
mailing  list  updates  on  a  regular  basis. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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JOY  AT  ELECTION:  United  Methodist 


bishops  in  session  recently  expressed  joy  at  the 
election  of  their  “Methodist  brother”  Nelson 
Mandela  as  president  of 
South  Africa.  In  a  resolu¬ 
tion  to  church  leaders  and 
others  in  South  Africa,  the 
bishops  praised  Mr.  Man¬ 
dela  “for  the  leadership  he 
has  given  throughout  many 
years  of  oppression  and 
threats  to  his  own  safety 
Nelson  Mandela  . .  The  president  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  was  instructed  to  send  a 
greeting  to  the  new  South  African  president 
along  with  a  copy  of  the  resolution. 


BISHOPS'  GIFT:  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops  have  contributed  $55,000  toward  the 
$95,000  in  individual  gifts  they’ve  pledged  to 
United  Methodist-related  Africa  University. 
The  total  was  announced  during  the  May  1-6 
Council  of  Bishops  meeting.  Retired  Bishop 
Roy  C.  Nichols  heads  the  university  fund-rais¬ 
ing  campaign.  The  university  was  formally 
dedicated  April  23. 

NO  CHALLENGE:  The  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  has  affirmed  that  there  is  no  challenge  to 
The  United  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline ,  the 
church’s  collection  of  laws,  in  “Churches  in 
Covenant  Communion,”  a  proposal  from  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union.  The  full 
COCU  proposal  will  come  before  the  council 
for  a  vote  at  its  fall  meeting.  A  final  vote  on 
the  proposal  will  be  taken  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  church’s  highest  law-making  body, 
during  its  1996  sessions  in  Denver. 


CONSULTANTS  TRAINED:  More 

than  700  “Growth  Plus”  consultants  have  been 
trained  to  help  local  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  plan  strategies  for  the  future.  Latest 
trainees  were  78  clergy  and  two  laypeople  from 
1 8  states.  The  consultancy  program  is  related 
to  the  church’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

TEENS  TO  EXPLORE  CALLING:  Un- 

ited  Methodist-related  Candler  School  of  The¬ 
ology  in  Atlanta  will  host  the  second  year  of  its 
Youth  Theology  Institute  June  25-July  23.  The 
program,  funded  by  a  grant  from  the  Lilly  En¬ 
dowment,  challenges  young  people  to  explore 
theology  as  an  ongoing  practice  and  life-long 
pursuit,  whatever  their  vocation  turns  out  to 
be.  For  more  information  call  404-727-2281. 

PRESIDENT-DESIGNATE:  The  Rev 

Leslie  Griffiths,  a  British  Methodist  who  has 
served  United  Methodist  churches  in  West 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania  and  Florida  as  part  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council’s  World  Mis- 
sioner  program,  has  been  elected  president-des¬ 
ignate  of  his  denomination.  Mr.  Griffiths  began 
his  ministry  doing  mission  work  in  Haiti  and 
became  a  broadcaster  and  writer  in  Great  Brit¬ 
ain.  He  is  also  a  regular  contributor  to  The 
Methodist  Recorder,  the  newspaper  for  British 
Methodists. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Bishops  urge  Clinton: 
Help  gain  African  peace 


African  bishops:  'Help  us  have  peace' 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y.— All  of 
Hell’s  devils  may  be  in  bloody 
Rwanda,  as  Time  magazine  re¬ 
cently  claimed,  but  two  United 
Methodist  bishops  affirm  that 
God  is  in  Africa,  too. 

Ironically,  God’s  work  in  Afri¬ 
ca  may  depend  upon  the  extent 
to  which  United  Methodists  car¬ 
ry  out  God’s  work  in  the  U.S., 
said  Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndori- 
cimpa  of  Burundi  and  Bishop  Ar¬ 
thur  N.  Kulah  of  Liberia. 

They  offered  that  claim  as  part 
of  their  report  to  the  recent  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  church’s  Council  of 
Bishops. 

Cod  is  at  work 

Relief  supplies  to  refugees,  ongo¬ 
ing  support  from  church  officials 
and  the  prayers  of  congregations 
and  individuals  were  among  evi¬ 
dences  of  God  at  work  in  Africa 
cited  by  the  bishops. 

Both  bishops  drew  direct  con¬ 
nections  between  American  ac¬ 
tions  and  the  situations  in  their 
respective  African  regions. 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  told  the 
gathering  of  1 1 1  active  and  re¬ 
tired  bishops,  plus  spectators, 
that  the  ethnic  strife  of  the  cen¬ 
tral  African  nations  of  Burundi 
and  Rwanda  “didn’t  just  start 
last  month”  (when  presidents  of 
the  two  countries  were  assassi¬ 


nated  in  a  plane  crash). 

The  bishop  chided  American 
media  for  playing  up  the  massa¬ 
cre  of  an  estimated  200,000  in 
Rwanda  after  having  virtually  ig¬ 
nored  a  similar  massacre  of  at 
least  1 50,000  in  Burundi. 

Burundi’s  strife  both  preceded 
and  influenced  Rwanda’s  upheav¬ 
al,  he  added. 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  pointed  out 
that  the  strife  of  the  past  few 
months  can  be  traced  back  at  least 
70  years.  In  1923,  when  Burundi 
and  Rwanda  were  still  one  Belgian 
colony  known  as  Ruandaburundi, 
Belgian  officials  “played  a  trick,” 
as  the  bishop  put  it,  in  elevating 
the  minority  Tutsi  group  to  power 
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over  the  majority  Hutu  and  the 
minority  Pgymy. 

When  the  colony  split  in  1959 
into  two  independent  countries, 
Tutsis  retained  power  in  Burundi 
while  Hutus  took  over  in  Rwan¬ 
da.  Members  of  both  tribes  as 
well  as  Pygmys  continued  living 
in  both  countries. 

The  children  pay 

Tension  continues  among  the 
groups,  the  bishop  explained, 
and  those  who  pay  for  it  the  most 
are  the  “defenseless,  voiceless 
people,  the  children. 

“We  ask  you  [in  the  church]  to 
be  the  voice  of  the  defenseless 
people,  to  talk  to  your  government 


to  get  arms  dealers  in  Uganda  to 
stop  selling  guns  in  Burundi  and 
Rwanda,”  added  the  bishop,  who 
said  he  plans  to  return  to  his  coun¬ 
try  in  June  despite  being  targeted 
for  assassination. 

Bishop  Kulah  of  Liberia  also 
pointed  to  international  arms 
merchants  as  the  culprits  behind 
civil  war  four  years  ago  in  his 
West  African  nation. 

Although  now  at  peace,  Bishop 
Kulah  said,  Liberia  is  among  re¬ 
gions  where  arms  dealers  “try  to 
create  confusions  to  get  raw  ma¬ 
terials — they  give  arms  for  dia¬ 
monds,  for  logs  (of  costly  African 
woods)  and  for  gold.” 

Bishop  Kulah  also  asserted 
that  arms  dealers  introduced  ad¬ 
dictive  drugs  into  many  parts  of 
Africa  as  a  way  of  duping  young 
men  into  fighting. 

“In  Liberia,  little  boys,  10  or 
1 1  years  old,  were  fighting  the 
soldiers,”  the  bishop  recalled. 
“The  soldiers  finally  stopped 
them  and  asked  why  the  boys 
kept  fighting  them. 

“One  boy  said  that  the  arms 
dealers  gave  him  a  white  pill  to 
take.  They  told  him  that  if  he 
were  killed,  he  would  rise  up  in 
three  days. 

“Then  the  soldiers  took  the 
boys  to  show  them  the  bodies  of 
young  men  they  had  killed  three 
days  before,  to  show  them  that 
they  were  still  dead.  And  the 
boys  started  to  cry.” 

Bishop  Kulah  also  decried  the 
“selective  information”  distrib¬ 
uted  by  American  media  about 
widespread  civil  war  caused  by 
international  arms  dealers. 

“Please  be  the  mouthpiece  for 
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Africa,”  Bishop  Kulah  begged. 
“Without  your  voice  we’U  never 
be  heard. 

“Help  us  to  have  peace,  be¬ 
cause  our  peace  is  your  peace.” 

The  Council  of  Bishops  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  bishops’  pleas  for 
help  by  sending  a  letter  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Clinton  (see  related  story 
below). 


on  democratic  values  and  mutual 
respect. 

The  bishops  also  recommended 
that  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  develop  a  plan 
for  an  Africa  Refugee  Advance  "to 
respond  to  the  overwhelming  "j. 
needs  shared  by  the  bishops  of  our 
church  in  Africa  as  they  seek  to 
minister  to  the  increasing  crisis  of  ., 
over  5  million  refugees  moving 
across  the  continent.” 

Appointed  to  an  advisory  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  proposed  program  ’ 
related  to  the  Advance  were  : 
Bishops  Kulah;  Ndoricimpa;' 
Joseph  Humper  (Sierra  Leone 
Area);  Emilio  J.M.  de  Carvalho,  ' 
Western  Angola  Area);  Onema 
Fama  (Zaire  Area);  Elias  G.  Gal¬ 
van  (Phoenix,  Ariz.,  Area);  and  : 
F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Boston  Area). 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

KASURO,  Tanzania — Rwandan  women  and  children  sleep  in  a  field — (he  Kasuro  refugee  camp. 
They  are  among  the  250,000-plus  Rwandan  refugees  who  fled  civil  war  into  northwest  Tanza¬ 
nia.  International  aid  agencies  are  rushing  to  build  the  world's  largest  single  refugee  camp  at 
Kasuro  before  overcrowding  causes  a  dysentery  epidemic.  United  Methodist  bishops  of  Burundi 
and  Liberia  say  the  U.S.  should  help  block  international  arms  merchants  who  provide  weapons 
tearing  central  Africa  apart  (see  adjoining  stories). 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y.— United 
Methodist  bishops  have  appealed 
to  President  Clinton  to  help  stop 
the  fighting  in  Rwanda  and  to 
help  bring  peace  to  Central  Africa. 

The  bishops  requested  the  U.S. 
government  take  such  specific 
actions  as: 

■  Insist  that  all  armed  hostil¬ 
ities  come  to  an  immediate  end. 

■  Ensure  that  a  permanent 
arms  embargo  be  placed  on 
Rwanda  so  that  its  military  and 
resurgent  forces  will  not  be  able 
to  maim  and  murder  citizens. 

■  Censure  Uganda,  which  has 
supported  the  Rwandan  rebels 
and  equipped  them  with  guns. 

■  Work  with  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  to  bring  about  a  lasting 
peace  in  the  central  African  re¬ 
gion  through  negotiations  based 


Ministry  helps  Vietnam  vets  find 


By  ALICE  MILLER 

Something  is  missing.  We  don't 
know  what  it  is.  But  maybe  one  day 
we'll  find  out. 

They  have  found  it.  Those  Viet- 
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nam  veterans  who  gather  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning  at  Saint  Paul  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Abilene,  Tex¬ 
as,  have  found  it. 

It’s  what  they  lost  during  terrible 
days  and  nights  in  Vietnam.  It’s 
what  they  lost  when  they  came 
home  to  ridicule  and  disrespect  and 
hostility. 

Those  assorted  veterans,  of  vary¬ 
ing  faiths  and  backgrounds,  most 
with  no  church  contact  for  the  last 
25  years,  are  finding,  in  a  unique 
non-denominational  Sunday  school 
class,  that  they  are  missing  part  of 
their  lives.  They  are  finding  God. 

It  was  meant  to  happen 

It  seems  to  them  as  though  the 
class  was  meant  to  happen. 

In  1991,  a  local  newspaper  ran  a 
story  about  the  Rev.  Bill  Libby,  a  new 
associate  pastor  at  Saint  Paul  United 
Methodist.  The  story  dwelt  heavily  on 
his  experiences  in  Vietnam. 

In  one  photo  Mr.  Libby  was 
shown  holding  a  cross  pierced  by 
shrapnel.  Another  showed  a  shrap¬ 
nel-riddled  photo  of  his  children,  a 
reminder  of  a  particularly  devastat¬ 
ing  ground  attack  by  Viet  Cong 
guerrillas. 
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After  reading  the  article,  one  veter¬ 
an  said  to  another,  “Let’s  go  check 
this  guy  out  and  see  if  he’s  for  real.” 

They  did.  But  they  were  circum¬ 
spect.  Vietnam  veterans  have  learned 
to  be  careful  about  exposing  them¬ 
selves  to  feigned  interest.  They  have 
been  hurt  too  often  and  too  deeply. 
They  have  learned  to  protect  what  is 
left  of  their  sense  of  self  worth. 

When  the  veterans  heard  Mr. 
Libby  speak  at  a  veterans’  reunion, 
a  glimmer  of  the  reality  they  had 
lost  or  which  had  seemed  to  desert 
them  began  to  reappear. 

They  decided  that  the  former 
chaplain  was  for  real. 

They  decided  to  ask  this  veteran 
chaplain  to  tell  them  something 
about  whatever  it  is  that  he  knows: 
call  it  “faith”  or  call  it  “hope.” 

So  Mr.  Libby  formed  a  Sunday 
school  class.  It  was  started  at  St.  Paul. 
At  first  only  three  or  four  men 
came,  all  with  considerable  reserva¬ 
tions.  Then  the  wives  began  to 
come,  then  a  mother,  then  a  di¬ 
vorced  wife,  then  a  mother-in-law. 
These  women  were  suffering  along 
with  the  men  they  loved. 

Good  and  evil 

Mr.  Libby  started  the  class  with 
Rabbi  Harold  Kushner’s  Who 
Needs  God?  Then  they  spent  some 
time  with  the  letters  of  Paul.  Next 
they  studied  the  book  Out  of  the 
Night:  the  Spiritual  Journey  of  Viet¬ 
nam  Vets  by  William  Mahedy 
which,  along  with  a  film  based  on 
the  book,  served  as  an  emotional 
catharsis  for  several  of  the  men. 

“We  went  from  that  to  a  study  of 
Job,  of  dealing  with  good  and  evil,  of 
suffering  and  pain,”  Mr.  Libby  said. 

Many  questions  were  asked,  many 


the  faith  that  a  war  blew  away 
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doubts  expressed. 

The  Vietnam  veterans  took  on 
several  service  projects — helping 
Eagle  Scouts  paint  the  local  Dis¬ 
abled  American  Veterans’  building 
and  picking  up  elderly  nursing 
home  residents  in  the  church  van  to 
bring  them  to  church. 

The  class  has  been  meeting  for 
two  years  and  has  grown  to  a  core 
group  of  25  but  frequently  expands 
to  30  or  40.  They  call  themselves 
“The  Pathfinders.” 

The  group  enjoys  frequent  social 
functions  together  with  picnics  and 
outings.  One  veteran  recalls  a  spe¬ 
cial  class  outing  in  a  country  place. 

“The  pastor  wanted  to  walk  two  or 
three  miles,  and  I  went  with  him.  We 
were  out  in  the  open  fields  and  then 
in  thick  shrubbery,”  he  remembers. 

Walking  along  a  creek  through 
the  underbrush,  the  vet  turned  to 
the  pastor  and  said,  “This  reminds 
me  of  Vietnam.” 

The  pastor  agreed,  and  the  two 
stopped  walking  and  stood  for  a 
time  in  quietness. 

For  this  veteran,  like  others  in  the 
class,  the  hope  of  healing  was  begin¬ 
ning  to  be  felt. 

One  veteran  says,  “It’s  like  God 
sent  (the  pastor)  to  Abilene  for  a 
purpose,  and  maybe  it  was  for  us.” 

Ms.  Miller  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Abilene,  Texas. 


Army  chaplain  Bill  Libby  in  Vietnam. 
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EMORY  NAMES  PRESIDENT:  Wil¬ 
liam  M.  Chace,  president  of  Wesleyan  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Middletown,  Conn., 
has  been  named  president 
of  Emory  University  in  At¬ 
lanta.  He  succeeds  the  Rev. 
James  T.  Laney,  who  left 
the  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  institution  in  1993  to 
become  ambassador  to 
South  Korea.  The  Rev.  R. 
William  M.  Chace  Kevin  LaGre,  dean  of  Can¬ 
dler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory,  said  he  ex¬ 
pects  that  the  new  president  “will  continue — 
and  deepen — Emory’s  commitment  to  teaching 
and  scholarship  with  a  moral  purpose.” 

RETURN  ORAL  TRADITION:  A  New 

Testament  professor  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  United  Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  has  warned  that  the  church  has  lost  sight 
of  the  oral  tradition  by  which  the  earliest  Chris¬ 
tians  told  their  children  the  stories  of  the  gos¬ 
pel.  The  Rev.  Tom  Boomershine  demonstrated 
the  use  of  electronic  storytelling  at  the  recent 
United  Methodist  Women’s  assembly.  "We 
can  tell  the  stories  of  God  in  the  media  of  the 
age,"  he  told  the  Cincinnati  gathering. 

MISSION  EXECS  ELECTED:  Two  mis¬ 
sion  executives  have  been  elected  at  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

New  assistant  general  secretaries  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  board  are  the  Rev.  German  Acevedo- Del¬ 
gado,  Latin  American/Caribbean  region,  World 
Division,  and  Lois  Dauway,  Section  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Relations,  Women’s  Division.  Mr.  Ace- 
vedo-Delgado  served  as  executive  director  of 
MARCHA,  the  denomination’s  national  His¬ 
panic  Caucus.  Ms.  Dauway  was  executive  for 
inclusiveness  and  justice  in  the  general  secre¬ 
tary’s  office  for  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


SELECTED  TO  SPEAK:  United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  Judith  Craig  (Ohio  West  Area)  has 
become  the  first  woman 
chosen  to  deliver  the  tradi¬ 
tional  episcopal  address  on 
behalf  of  all  bishops  at  the 
church’s  1996  legislative 
General  Conference  in 
Denver.  Elected  in  1984, 
she  is  senior  among  the  de-| 
nomination's  six  active  _ 
women  bishops  That  is  the  Judith  Craig 
largest  number  of  female  episcopal  leaders  of 
any  Protestant  denomination. 

CORRECTION:  The  Advance  number  for 
the  United  Methodist  Center  in  Pamu,  Estonia, 
was  incorrectly  listed  in  the  May  6  Reporter.  It 
is  01 1 536-2AN.  The  Reporter  regrets  the  error. 


'Youths  need  alternatives  to  violence 


Children's  advocate 
asks  churches'  help 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

A  national  advocate  for  children’s  rights 
has  challenged  local  churches  to  organize 
“safe  corridors”  to  protect  children  from 
possible  acts  of  violence. 

"When  we  talk  to  parents  we  ask, 
“What’s  the  single  most  important  thing 
organizations  can  do  to  prevent  violence?’ 

“They  say,  ‘Find  something  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  to  do  after  school,’  ”  said  Marian 
Wright  Edelman,  founder  and  president  of 
the  Washington-based  Children’s  Defense 
Fund. 

Referring  to  young  people  who  wind  up 
in  correctional  institutions,  she  added, 
“We  need  to  have  an  ounce  of  prevention 
for  every  pound  of  punishment.” 

“More  children  have  died  from  the  kill¬ 
ing  fields  of  America  through  violent 
deaths  than  in  the  killing  fields  of  Viet¬ 
nam,”  she  said. 

“In  fact,  a  child  in  America  is  more  like¬ 
ly  to  be  killed  by  gunfire  than  a  child  in 
Northern  Ireland.  Homicide  is  the  third 
leading  cause  of  death  among  5-  to  1 4-year 
olds  and  the  leading  cause  of  death  among 
black  male  teens. 

“The  plain  truth  is  that  we  have  not  val¬ 
ued  millions  of  our  children’s  lives.” 

At  a  luncheon  to  celebrate  the  100th  anni¬ 
versary  of  a  Dallas  public  hospital  and  to 
support  its  injury  prevention  center,  Dr. 
Edelman  said  she  has  discovered  that  thou¬ 
sands  of  children  suffer  from  post  traumatic 
stress  disorder,  much  like  children  in  Bos¬ 
nia,  because  the  children  are  afraid  of  being 
killed  in  their  own  communities. 

Later,  at  a  rally  following  a  luncheon  at 
St.  Luke’s  “Community”  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Dr.  Edelman  asked,  “How 
many  churches  have  programs  to  deal  with 
this  problem?” 

Without  commenting  on  the  answer  she 
received,  she  said,  “We  leave  these  children 
to  deal  with  their  fears.  I  have  learned  that 
some  are  even  planning  their  funerals.” 

Dr.  Edelman  suggested  that  churches  ex¬ 
tend  the  concept  of  vacation  Bible  schools — 
and  not  just  in  summer  months. 

Concluding  her  message,  Dr.  Edelman 
challenged  church  leaders  to  “stop  the  hypoc¬ 
risy  in  our  spiritual  standards.” 

“I  don’t  think  we  have  a  right  to  tell  chil¬ 
dren  to  do  what  we  have  not  done,”  she 
said.  “We  have  taught  children  to  look  for 
morals  outside  and  not  inside  ourselves. 

“Being  a  parent  is  the  most  important  call¬ 
ing  you  can  have.  Adults  must  accept  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  protect  and  guide  our  young.” 


PHOTOS  BY  MIKE  CLEMENTS 


At  top,  Chelsea  Wells, 
James  Beaux  and  Kelly 
Bloxom  take  a  stand 
against  violence  in  their 
commitment  to  their 
seven-church  youth 
group,  "Joyseekers."  At 
bottom,  Sgt.  Lupe 
Fernandez  of  the  Dallas 
Police  Department  works 
with  the  church  in  its 
anti-violence  program. 


Teens  committed  to 
life  without  violence 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

When  you  first  encounter  Robin  Crouch 
you  might  think  twice  about  befriending 
the  tall,  robust  12-year-old  who  sports  an 
earring  and  a  ponytail. 

If  fact,  you  might  label  him  a  trouble¬ 
maker  and  make  no  effort  to  invite  him  to 
visit  your  congregation. 

“That’s  what’s  wrong  with  the  church,” 
says  Robin,  who  makes  himself  at  home  as 
he  relaxes  in  the  educational  building  of  Oak 
Cliff  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas. 

Wearing  his  typical  cut-off  jeans,  T-shirt 
and  high-top  basketball  shoes,  he’ll  quickly 
admit  to  you  that  he  was  known  at  his 
school  as  “a  bad  kid.” 

But  all  that  changed,  he  said,  when  he: 
joined  the  Joyseekers  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship,  a  program  of  seven 
United  Methodist  churches  within  the 
church’s  North  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

“I  was  a  bully  because  I  was  always  bigger 
than  everyone  else,”  Robin  continued.  “Now 
I  realize  that  what  I  was  doing  was  looking 
for  a  way  to  be  noticed.  Now  I  am  being  no¬ 
ticed  by  helping  other  people  feel  wanted.” 

Robin  is  one  of  several  young  people 
who  have  made  a  commitment  to  a  life  of 
non-violence  through  the  aid  of  United 
Methodist  youth  ministries. 

Under  leadership  of  the  ecumenical 
Greater  Dallas  Community  of  Churches, 
the  youth  were  speaking  this  month  during 
a  “week  without  violence.” 

For  example,  children  turned  in  their 
toy  guns  and  other  violent  toys  to  the 
church;  special  Sunday  school  lessons  were 
held;  testimonials  were  made  by  youths 
who  were  victims  of  violence,  and  a  spe¬ 
cial  rally  was  held  featuring  child  advocate 
Marian  Wright  Edelman  (see  related  story 
on  this  page). 

Dorothy  Balderson,  14,  another  Joy¬ 
seekers  member,  told  the  Reporter  that  if 
congregations  are  serious  about  curbing 
youth  crimes  in  their  communities,  “the 
church  needs  to  reach  out  to  the  thugs  who 
are  most  likely  to  be  rejected. 

“We  already  know  about  God,”  said 
Dorothy,  who  serves  as  one  of  1 8  peer  group 
mediators  for  troubled  youths  at  her  junior 
high.  “You’ve  got  to  reach  out  to  the  ones 
headed  for  gangs.  Many  kids  don’t  have 
what  we  have  in  a  Joyseekers  group.” 

Kelly  Bloxom,  14,  agrees. 

Quoting  from  one  of  the  Joyseekers’ 
mottos,  she  sang: 

"It's  never  too  late  to  clean  the  slate. 
Stop  the  violence,  stop  the  hate. " 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Veteran  editor  joins  UMR  staff 


A  veteran  religion  communicator, 
the  Rev.  Daniel  R.  Gangler,  47,  will 
join  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
staff  in  July  as  an  associate  editor. 

For  the  past  1 1  years  Dr.  Gangler 
has  directed  communications  for  the 
church’s  Nebraska  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  Before  that  he  served  churches 
in  Nebraska,  Kansas  and  Illinois. 

He  is  the  national  president  of 
two  religious  communications 
groups.  Last  November  he  assumed 
the  presidency  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Association  of  Communica¬ 
tors,  and  this  spring  he  was  elected 
to  head  the  interfaith  Religious 
Public  Relations  Council. 

On  May  2 1  he  will  receive  the  doc¬ 
tor  of  ministry  degree  from  United 
Methodist-related  Saint  Paul  School 


of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  He 
holds  the  master  of  divinity  degree 
from  Garrett-Evangelical  School  of 
Theology  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  and  a 
bachelor  of  science  degree  in  educa¬ 
tion  from  Illinois  State  University. 

Dr.  Gangler 
edits  the 
54,000-  circula¬ 
tion  monthly 
Nebraska  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist 
Messenger.  He 
fills  the  vacancy 
on  the  UMR 
editorial  staff 
created  by  the  resignation  of  the 
Rev.  Stephen  L.  Swecker. 

Mr.  Swecker,  who  serves  an  ecu¬ 
menical  congregation  in  Orchard 
Park,  N.Y.,  will  continue  as  a  con- 


Dan  Gangler 


tributing  editor. 

UMR  Publisher  Ronald  P. 
Patterson  said,  “We  consider  our¬ 
selves  fortunate  to  replace  one  veter¬ 
an  ordained  religion  communicator 
with  another.  Dan  Gangler  brings  to 
our  staff  a  rich  mixture  of  leadership 
at  the  congregational,  annual  confer¬ 
ence  and  national  levels.  His  experi¬ 
ence  as  a  newspaper  editor  and  as  a 
producer  of  both  radio  and  cable 
ministries  will  be  invaluable  as  we 
expand  our  news  and  information 
services.” 

Dr.  Gangler  and  his  wife,  Judy, 
have  three  sons:  Matt,  17;  Mark,  14. 
and  Jimmy,  10.  Mrs.  Gangler,  who 
holds  two  degrees  in  business  ad¬ 
ministration,  is  data  processing  su¬ 
pervisor  for  the  Lincoln  (Neb.) 
Public  Schools. 


Church  court  rejects  bishops'  request 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 

United  Methodist  Communications 

LEXINGTON,  Ky.— The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil  recently  unanimously  refused  re¬ 
quests  from  the  denomination’s 
Council  of  Bishops  to  reconsider 
three  cases. 

But  the  council  did  offer  “clarifi¬ 
cation”  of  rulings  in  two  of  those 
cases  on  due  process  for  clergy  fac¬ 
ing  disciplinary  proceedings  and  of 
one  on  covenant  services  for  homo¬ 
sexual  couples. 

No  retroactive  laws 

The  court  reiterated  its  declara¬ 
tion  that  a  change  in  a  statute  of 
limitations  may  not  take  effect  ret¬ 
roactively  and  that  church  laws  de¬ 
fining  chargeable  offenses  cannot  be 
made  retroactive.  The  1992  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  adopted  legislation 
exempting  charges  of  sexual  and 
child  abuse  from  a  six-year  statute 
of  limitations  that  was  to  apply  to 
other  offenses. 

The  justices  cited  a  “long-stand¬ 
ing  principle  that  legislation  must 


apply  prospectively,  not  retroac¬ 
tively.” 

They  said,  “We  know  of  no  previ¬ 
ous  instance  in  which  a  General 
Conference  passed  punitive  legisla¬ 
tion  and  sought  to  apply  it  retroac¬ 
tively.  Such  action  is  repugnant  to 
our  sense  of  justice,  which  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  informed  at  least  in  part 
by  the  constitutional  and  legislative 
history  of  democratic  societies. 

“Basic  to  our  sense  of  justice  is 
the  conviction  that  a  person  must 
not  be  placed  in  judicial  jeopardy 
by  a  law  passed  after  the  act  in 
question  was  committed.  ...  To  do 
so  would  violate  the  standards  of 
justice  by  which  (the  denomination 
has)  been  guided  for  generations,” 
the  council  said. 

The  judicial  body  also  defended 
its  ruling  that  a  verbatim  record 
must  be  kept  of  a  joint  review  pro¬ 
cess,  an  initial  step  in  dealing  with 
grievances  against  clergy. 

The  Judicial  Council  said  that 
such  a  record  ensures  the  constitu¬ 


tional  right  of  clergy  to  fair  process 
by  providing  “a  detailed,  consistent 
record”  to  administrative,  investi¬ 
gative,  trial  or  appeals  bodies.  They 
also  reaffirmed  the  need  for  respon¬ 
dents  to  have  the  option  of  legal 
counsel. 

Can  not  alter  church  rituals 

In  a  clarifying  statement  on  its 
1993  ruling  on  same-sex  covenant 
services — that  annual  conferences 
have  no  authority  to  alter  official 
church  rituals  and  that  pastors  are  re¬ 
sponsible  to  oversee  the  congrega¬ 
tion’s  worship  life  in  compliance 
with  church  law — the  council  added: 

“In  regard  to  official  rites  and  rit¬ 
uals  ...  the  pastor  who  intentional¬ 
ly  disregards  the  covenant  to  be 
obedient  to  the  Order  and  Disci¬ 
pline  of  the  Church  is  subject  to  the 
fair  process  of  grievance,  complaint 
and/or  charges  for  such  violation. 

“Further,  the  Discipline  requires 
the  district  superintendent  and 
bishop,  upon  receipt  of  written  data 
giving  specific  time,  place  and  vio¬ 
lation,  to  follow  the  fair  process.” 


RATES:  $1.35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20  words. 
Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  add  $10.80  for  the  8  words  to 
insert  our  contact  information.  Cash  must  accompa¬ 
ny  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance.  ( 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  OF  1000-MEMBER 
church.  Contact:  Reverend  Harry  C.  Baas,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  8650  West  Sample 
Road,  Coral  Springs,  FL  33065.  (305)  752-0333. 
Welcome  to  call  or  send  in  resume. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 
sought  to  direct  and  administer  graded  choral  and 
handbell  program.  Membership  of  2,000.  Position 
open  June  1.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  C.  Michael 
Haynes,  FUMC,  801  W.  Ave.  B,  Garland,  TX 
75040,(214)  272-2471. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  for  young, 

fast  growing  congregation  in  Gear  Lake  suburb  of 
Houston.  Resumes  to:  Bay  Harbour  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  Box  7 1 4,  League  City,  TX  77574.  1 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  OF  KOINONIA  Re- 
treat  Center,  a  Christian  based  retreat  center  located 
on  Lake  Sylvia  1  hour  west  of  Minneapolis  offering 
programs  and  hospitality.  Requires  prior  manage¬ 
ment  and  promotion  experience  in  a  retreat  center 
or  camp.  Competitive  compensation  and  benefits. 
Send  resume  with  prior  compensation  history  to: 
Mr.  SJ.  Martin,  Director  of  Administration,  Henne- 
pin  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church,  511  Grove- 
land  Ave.,  Minneapolis,  MN  55403. 

WEST  OHIO  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  SEEKS 
clergy  or  lay  person  as  Director  of  the  Council  on 
Development,  with  development  and  fundraising  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  conference  and  its  agencies.  Knowl- 
edge  and  experience  in  planned  giving  and  thorough 
familiarity  with  The  United  Methodist  Church  are 
essential.  Mail  resume  to:  Lloyd  E  Fisher,  Jr.,  do 
Porter,  Wright,  Morris  &  Arthur,  41  S.  High  St., 
32nd  Floor,  Columbus,  OH  43215,  or  fax  to  (614) 
227-2100.  Application  deadline  is  May  30. 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  needed  for  870- 
member  church.  Work  with  adult  and  children's  vo¬ 
cal  and  handbell  choirs.  Send  resume  to:  Search 
Committee,  do  Dr.  Terry  Anderson,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1501  Sycamore,  Govis,  NM 
88101. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT  NEEDED  for 
870-member  church.  Will  assist  pastor  and  staff 
with  oversight  of  programs  in  child  care,  Christian 
education,  small  groups,  and  building  management. 
Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  do  Dr.  Terry 
Anderson,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  1501 
Sycamore,  Govis,  NM  88101.  { 

PART-TIME  ORGANIST  NEEDED  for  2500- 
member  church  in  East  Texas.  32  rank  Moller  pipe 
organ,  three  services,  and  choir  rehearsal.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  UMR,  Dept.  LT,  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX 
752660275. 

SEEKING  DIRECTOR  OF  ADMISSIONS:  Send 
resumes  by  May  30  to:  United  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  1810  Harvard  Blvd.,  Dayton,  OH  45406- 
4599,  Attention:  The  Rev.  Timothy  J.  Forbess,  Vice 
President  for  Institutional  Advancement. 

YOUTH  MINISTER  POSITION.  An  evangelical 
United  Methodist  Church  seeking  person  with  rela¬ 
tional  skills,  previous  youth  ministry  experience  and 
an  understanding  of  spiritual  gifts,  to  direct  a  bal¬ 
anced,  spiritually  mature  youth  group  of  over  100. 
Resumes  and  references  to:  Senior  Pastor,  Carroll¬ 
ton  United  Methodist  Church,  1820  Pearl  Street, 
Carrollton,  TX  75006. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  DOWNTOWN  CHURCH, 
full-time.  Resume/reference:  Christ  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  467  First  Avenue  North,  St.  Petersburg, 

FL  33701. 

FULLTIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  for  growing  1 500-plus  church.  Send  resume  to: 
David  B.  Wilson,  1 100  Central,  Hot  Springs,  AR 
71901. 

WANTED:  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Unlimited  possi¬ 
bilities  in  rapidly  growing  congregation  in  suburban 
community  west  of  DFW  airport.  Salary  negotiable 
depending  upon  experience  and  training.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Rev.  John  McKellar,  White’s  Chapel  UMC, 

185  S.  White  Chapel  Rd..  Southlake,  TX  76092. 

CLASSIFIED 


BARTLETT  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  a 
suburban  church  of  Memphis,  TN,  (901)  386-4563. 
Full-time  Director  of  Music  Ministries  for  3000- 
member  church.  Three  Sunday  morning  services, 
breadth  and  diversity  of  experience  with  graded  cho¬ 
ral  and  handbell  choirs,  choral  conducting  training, 
conducting  experience,  strong  administrative  skills 
and  experience  in  working  with  multiple  staff  re¬ 
quired.  Send  resume  including  salary  expectation 
and  references  by  June  30,  1994  to:  Mr.  David 
Lanthier,  Search  Committee,  5676  Stage  Road, 
Bartlett,  TN  38 134-4570. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES,  ftill-time, 
experience  and  education  preferred,  competitive  sal¬ 
ary.  Resume,  references  to:  Rev.  Dean  Snapley,  Ge¬ 
neva  United  Methodist  Church,  211  Hamilton, 
Geneva,  IL  60 134. 


ORGANIST/CHOIR  DIRECTOR  Combined  or 

individual  positions.  Rodgers  electronic.  Culturally 


diversified  fellowship.  Abi] 
temporary  gospel  a  plus. 
TX  (214)  376-6404, 


ifity  to  play  and  direct  con- 
Glen  Oaks  UMC,  Dallas, 


HISTORICAL  DOWNTOWN  CHURCH  seeks 
Director  of  Music  Ministries.  Candidates  will  evi¬ 
dence  musical  competence/spiritual  depth.  Must 
give  leadership  to  a  comprehensive  program  of  wor¬ 
ship  through  music  within  a  multi-staff  ministry. 
Resume:  Music  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  571, 
Burlington,  1A  52601 


DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  2500-mem¬ 
ber  church  with  excellent,  active  youth  program.  De¬ 
gree  and  experience  preferred.  Available  July  I. 
Contact:  Search  Committee.  Germantown  United 
Methodist  Church,  2331  S.  Germantown  Rd.,  Ger- 
mantown,  TN  38 1 38. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 

Family  Ministries  for  growing,  exciting,  youthful 
United  Methodist  congregation.  Full-time.  Send  in¬ 
quiries  or  resumes  to:  Jim  McWhinnie,  13  SE  21st 
Place,  Cape  Coral,  FL  33990. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FULL-TIME  Director  of 
Jr.  and  Sr.  high  youth  ministries  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  (NW  Arkansas).  Mail  resume  to: 
Dr.  Dwight  Heathman,  Chairperson  SPR  Commit¬ 
tee,  525  Sanders,  Springdale,  AR  72764. 


COKER  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  San 

Antonio,  Texas,  a  congregation  of  2500  members  is 
seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Musk  to  begin  on 
July  18,  1994.  Call  the  church  office  at  (210)  494- 
3455  for  more  details.  Application  deadline- June  6, 
1994. 


PART-TIME  YOUTH  LEADER  needed  for  Meth¬ 
odist  church  in  Hawthorne,  FL  Must  be  believer  in 
Jesus  Christ  and  of  the  Methodist  doctrines.  Youth 
exposure  such  as  volunteer  or  paid  leader,  strong 
leadership  skills.  40  hours  per  month  includes  plan¬ 
ning  time,  weekly  and  special  youth  meeting*' 
events.  For  more  information  call:  (904)  481-3155 
or  (904)  481-3265. 


FULL-TIME  POSITION:  Director  of  program¬ 
ming,  800  +  well  located  UMC  in  thriving  commu¬ 
nity  in  the  northeast  comer  of  Tennessee.  Our  area 
was  ranked  34th  as  one  of  the  best  places  to  live  in 
the  U.S.  by  Money  Magazine  in  September  1993. 
Seeking  candidate  to  expand,  enhance,  and  develop 
programming  in  com  work  areas.  Desire  previous 
experience.  Send  resume  to:  Task  Force,  Mafair 
United  Methodist  Church,  1409  E  Center  St, 
Kingsport,  TN  37664, 


DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS  NEEDED 

for  Western  Pennsylvania  Conference,  United 
Methodist  Church.  Full-time.  EO.E  Apply  by  June 
1 5  to:  John  Ross  Thompson,  Council  Director,  1204 
Freedom  Road,  Cranberry  Township,  PA  16066. 
(412)  776-2300. 


FULL-TIME  ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER  for 

700-member  church  with  a  tradition  of  fine  music, 
liturgical  services  and  outstanding  graded  choir  pro¬ 
gram.  Musician  must  have  exceptional  choral  and 
keyboard  skills  and  serve  on  an  active  worship  plan¬ 
ning  team.  The  sanctuary  was  acoustically  remod¬ 
eled  in  1991  to  receive  a  45  rank,  three-manual 
Holtkamp  tracker  organ.  Applicant  review  is  in  pro¬ 
gress.  Send  resume  to:  Pastor  Bobby  McMillan, 
Saint  John's  United  Methodist  Church,  1501  Uni¬ 
versity  Avenue.  Lubbock,  TX  79401 . 


C  C  A  S  SEEKS  AN  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  to 
lead  the  100-member  congregations/affiliates  in  dia¬ 
logue,  action.  Programs  include  services  to  elderly, 
feeding  programs,  affordable  housing,  interfaith  en¬ 
richment.  Applicants  must  have  commitment  to  eo- 
umenkal/interfaith  understanding,  ability  to  make 
personal/publk  presentations,  experience  in  charita¬ 
ble  development/grant  writing,  fund  management, 
ability  to  manage  growing  staff.  Resume,  including 
salary  requirements:  Council  Search  Committee, 
The  Council  of  Churches  and  Synagogues,  628  Main 
Street,  Stamford,  Q.  06901-2094.  (203)  348-2800. 
Search  deadline:  June  30. 


VISIT  THE  HEART  OF  INDIA  with  Bob  Nave, 
UM  lay-missionary  to  India  for  27  years.  For  full  in¬ 
formation  write  Bob  at:  8532  Emerson  Ave.  S., 
Bloomington,  MN  55420,  or  phone  (612)  884-8786. 


GAY/LESBIAN  MINISTRIES—  explore  with 
“Open  Hands,”  quarterly  magazine  of  the  Reconcil¬ 
ing  Congregation  Program.  SI  6/year.  Free  sample. 
3801  N.  Keeler  Avenue,  Chicago,  IL  60641.  (312) 
736-5526.  Fax:  (312)  736-5475. 


FOR  SALE  TWO  STORY,  TWO  BEDROOM.  1.5 
bath,  fully  furnished,  summer  cottage  in  Des  Plains 
Methodist  Campground,  Cook  County  Illinois  (Chi¬ 
cago)  Forest  Preserve.  All  amenities  included. 
SI  4.000  obo.  (310)  209-1214. 


CAMP/BIBLE  SCHOOL  T-SHIRTS  IMPRINTED 
with  your  design.  Send  #10  SASE  for  information 
to:  m  A  j  impressions.  Box  546,  Milford,  TX  76670. 


PASTORS!  FOR  SUNDAY  BULLETINS.  One 
sentence  spiritual  thoughts.  For  26  Thoughts  (no 
charge)  send  stamped,  addressed  envelope  to: 
Thought-For-Tho-Week,  Route  1,  Box  13-61,  High 
Hill  MO  63350.  


EVENT/CAMPING  TENT  connects  to  most  mini- 
vans,  SUV's,  pickups;  great  for  youth  ministry  out¬ 
ings.  Literature  $2.00  (refundable):  Arkatents,  Box 
37-M.  Pine  Ridge,  AR  71966. 


“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?"  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  accepting  ap¬ 
plications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call 
(210)  696-702 1  for  information. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Complete¬ 
ly  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625  four 
weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability,  day- 
ton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6067. 627-9507. 


FOR  BEST  SEATS  AT  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
Play  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.,  reserve  now  at  Keller’s 
i  Resort 


NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accom¬ 
paniment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape  cas¬ 
sette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes 
an  excellent  gift  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1-800-728- 
0573.  


CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  Specialist.  Buses, 
vans,!  Also  church  van  rentals.  Distributor  for  Go¬ 
shen  buses.  15-33  passenger  vans  with  center  aisle, 
raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Transporta- 
tion,  (800)  330-3622. 


COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY.  SAVE  $$$. 
Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station  Square, 
Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804  (919)  442-1211. 
(Accredited). 


BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Accu¬ 

mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808, 
Fulton,  TX  78358. 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  Fust 

Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pas¬ 
tor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  1  IKK)  a.m.  (504) 
4884)856. 


THE  SOPHIA  HOPKEY  STORY  account  of  ro¬ 
mance  with  REV.  JOHN  WESLEY  in  Georgia. 
Booklet,  plus  book  “St  Simons  Island"  with  color 
portrait  of  Sophia  on  cover.  For  both  send  ten  dol¬ 
lars:  Edwin  Green,  100  Tolomato  Trace,  St.  Simons 
Island,  GA  3 1522. 
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"To  increase 
the  love  of  God 
and  neighbor" 
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Bishop  William  Oden 


Dudko,  a  Russian  Orthodox  priest  who  stood  against  the  So- 
g  ie  when  it  was  in  its  most  oppressive  period  was  asked  how  he 
His  answer  was  that  he  regularly  visited  his  confessor, 
i  a  confessor?”  asked  a  western  reporter.  Father  Dudko 
mougni  a  moment  and  responded  that  a  confessor  was  someone  who 
worried  about  your  salvation,  not  your  career. 

His  words  continue  to  be  meaningful  in  my  life.  Those  of  us  called  to 
ordained  ministry  often  confuse  our  career  with  our  calling.  One  s  suc¬ 
cess  in  ministry  is.  in  some  mysterious  way,  related  to  one  s  wholeness 
(salvation)  and  not  salary  packages  or  church  size. 

Ever  so  often  I  have  to  re-read  Richard  Niebuhr’s  reflections  on  the 
purpose  of  the  church  and  its  ministry  in  order  to  put  into  perspective 
my  own  ministry  within  the  church.  He  concluded  the  sole  purpose  of 
the  church  —  and  its  ministry  —  is  “the  increase  of  the  love  of  God 
and  neighbor.”  Then  Niebuhr  very  carefully  and  thoughtfully  tells  us 
what  he  means  by  love.  His  definition  —  though  written  in  1956 
still  guides  my  own  search  for  salvation  (wholeness)  through  servant- 
leadership  in  and  through  the  church.  These  words  are  still  alive  with 
meaning: 

By  love  we  mean  at  least  these  attitudes  and  actions:  rejoicing 
in  the  presence  of  the  beloved;  gratitude,  reverence  and  loyalty  to¬ 
ward  him.  Love  is  rejoicing  over  the  existence  of  the  beloved  one; 
it  is  the  desire  that  he  be  rather  than  not  be;  it  is  longing  for  his 
presence  when  he  is  absent;  it  is  happiness  in  the  thought  of  him; 
it  is  profound  satisfaction  over  everything  that  makes  him  great 
and  glorious.  Love  is  gratitude:  it  is  thankfulness  for  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  the  beloved;  it  is  the  happy  acceptance  of  everything  that 
he  gives  without  the  jealous  feeling  that  the  self  ought  to  be  able 
to  do  as  much;  it  is  a  gratitude  that  does  not  seek  equality;  it  is 
wonder  over  the  other’s  gift  of  himself  in  companionship. 

Love  is  reverence:  it  keeps  its  distance  even  as  it  draws  near,  it 
does  not  seek  to  absorb  the  other  in  the  self  or  want  to  be  ab¬ 
sorbed  by  it;  it  rejoices  in  the  otherness  of  the  other,  it  desires  the 
beloved  to  be  what  he  is  and  does  not  seek  to  refashion  him  into  a 
replica  of  the  self  or  to  make  him  a  means  to  the  seifs  advance¬ 
ment.  As  reverence  love  is  and  seeks  knowledge  of  the  other,  not 
by  way  of  curiosity  nor  for  the  sake  of  gaining  power  but  in  rejoic¬ 
ing  and  in  wonder.  In  all  such  love  there  is  an  element  of  that 
“holy  fear”  which  is  not  a  form  of  flight  but  rather  deep  respect 
for  the  otherness  of  the  beloved  and  the  profound  unwillingness  to 
violate  his  integrity.  Love  is  loyalty;  it  is  the  willingness  to  let  the 
self  be  destroyed  rather  than  that  the  other  cease  to  be;  it  is  the 
commitment  of  the  self  by  self-binding  will  to  make  the  other 
great.  It  is  loyalty,  too,  to  the  other’s  cause  —  to  his  loyalty.  As 
there  is  no  patriotism  where  only  the  country  is  loved  and  not  the 
country’s  cause  —  that  for  the  sake  of  which  the  nation  exists  — 
so  there  is  no  love  of  God  where  God’s  cause  is  not  loved,  that 
which  God  loves  and  to  which  he  has  bound  himself  in  sovereign 
freedom. 
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Conference  to  honor  1 2  ministers  who  re  une 


Ministers  who  will  retire  in  June 
will  be  honored  at  the  1994  session 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  slated  for  June  6-9  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  “God  Is  Here”  is  the  theme 
for  the  Conference  to  be  held  in 
Centenary  College  and  First  UMC, 
Shreveport. 

Retirees  are  to  address  the  Con¬ 
ference  Wednesday,  June  8,  at 
1 1:15  a. m.  in  the  Gold  Dome  on  the 
college  campus. 

A  Service  of  Retirement  is 
planned  for  7:30  p.m.  Tuesday  in 
First  UMC.  The  retirees  will  be 
honored  with  a  reception  in  Bain 
Hall  at  the  church  after  the  service. 

“Well  done,  thou  good  and  faith¬ 
ful  servants.” 

Although  they  will  officially  retire 
from  the  Conference,  many  of  the 
clergy  will  continue  to  be  employed 
by  churches  or  in  other  endeavors. 

Retiring  ministers  and  their  cur¬ 
rent  posts  are  as  follows:  Rev.  Au¬ 
gust  E.  Aamodt,  director  of 
development  at  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  in  Ruston;  Rev.  Wal¬ 
lace  Blackwood,  pastor,  Sicily 
Island-Harrisonburg  UM  Charge; 
Rev.  Howard  B.  Childs,  pastor, 
Live  Oak  UMC,  Watson;  Rev. 
Louis  M.  Coppage  Jr.,  pastor,  Oak- 
dale-Pine  Prairie  UM  Charge;  Rev. 
Robert  I.  (Bob)  Galatas,  pastor, 
Coushatta-Wesley  UM  Chapel; 
Rev.  S.  Alvin  Mayo,  whose  last  pas¬ 
torate  was  Bienville-Mill  Creek- 
Strange. 

Also  retiring  are:  Rev.  James  R. 
Mclellan,  Pastor,  North  Highland 
UMC,  Shreveport;  Rev.  Fulton  A. 
Raymond  Sr.,  pastor,  Jeanerette,  St. 
Paul-Fitzgerald.-Mt.  Zion  UM 


Fulton  A. 
Raymond  Sr. 

Charge;  Rev.  Gordon  L.  Smith,  pas¬ 
tor,  Indian  Bayou-Rayne,  Centena¬ 
ry  UM  Charge;  Rev.  Obie  J. 
Southall,  pastor,  Pointe  Coupe  UM 
Circuit  (Scott  Chapel-St.  Paul- 
Green-Wiley);  Dr.  Kirby  J.  Vining, 
pastor,  Blackwater  UMC,  Baker, 
who  was  formerly  superintendent  of 
two  districts,  and  Rev.  Karl  D. 
Wood,  pastor,  Vamado-Sun-Bush 
UM  Charge. 


Laity  talks,  activities  will  emphasize 
' Partners  in  Ministry'  with  clergy 


A  newly  appointed  federal  judge  will  preside  during 
laity  activities  at  Annual  Conference  and  a  former  en¬ 
gineer  newly  named  to  head  laity  events  of  the  UM 
Church  will  be  the  guest  laity  speaker  at  the  session. 

Timothy  E.  Moss,  a  layman  from  Highland,  Indiana, 
who  in  March  was  named  director  of  development  of 
lay  leadership  for  the  Ministry  of  the  Laity  Unit  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  will  speak  at  The  Laity 
Gathering.  That  portion  of  the  Conference  will  be  held 
during  the  Monday  afternoon  session  in  the  Gold 
Dome. 

Louisiana  Conference  lay  leader, 
who  will  conduct  the  lay  activities  is 
Judge  Carl  Stewart  of  Shreveport, 
who  this  month  was  unanimously 
confirmed  by  the  U.  S.  Senate  for  a 
judgeship  on  the  5th  U.S.  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals.  The  court  han¬ 
dles  appeals  from  federal  district 
courts  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi  and 
Texas. 

Engineer  speaker 

Moss,  an  engineer  and  metallur¬ 
gist  with  management  experience, 
had  retired  from  Inland  Steel  in 
East  Chicago,  Indiana,  where  he 
had  served  as  manager  of  the  quali¬ 
ty  department. 

While  managing  the  quality  de¬ 
partment,  he  initiated  problem¬ 
solving  teams  and  developed  and 
implemented  a  new  quality  assur¬ 
ance  organization  to  facilitate  Total 
Quality  Management. 

An  active  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
person,  Moss  has  said  he  feels  he  is 
called  into  a  second  career  in  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  UM  Church.  He  has 
taught  an  adult  Bible  school  class 
for  1 3  years,  has  been  lay  leader  and 
has  served  his  church,  district  and 
conference  in  a  variety  of  capaci¬ 
ties. 

He  holds  an  MS  degree  in  man¬ 
agement  from  Purdue  University 
and  an  MS  in  metallurgy  from  the 
University  of  Utah. 

Moss  and  his  wife,  Colleen,  have 
four  grown  children. 

Lay  activities  and  speakers  are 
announced  by  Dr.  Anita  Crump, 

Conference  director  of  Lay  Speak¬ 
ing.  She  said  the  lay  theme  will  be 
“Partners  in  Ministry.” 

Minister's  view 

Representing  the  minister’s  part 
of  the  partnership  will  be  Dr.  John 
M.  Winn  Jr.,  director.  Center  of 
Pastoral  Effectiveness,  speaker  for 
the  annual  Laity  Breakfast  at  the 
Conference  session. 


Timothy  E.  Moss  ludge  Carl  Stewart 


Dr.  lohn  M. 
Winn  |r. 


The  event,  open  to  all  lay  and 
clergy,  is  scheduled  Tuesday,  June 
7,  at  7  a.m.  in  the  South  Cafeteria  at 
Centenary.  Presiding  will  be  Leroy 
Crump  of  New  Orleans,  an  active 
UM  layperson,  and  breakfast  chair¬ 
person.  Clyde  Jordan,  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict  lay  leader,  will  give  the 
invocation  and  Ray  Owens,  Shreve¬ 
port  District  lay  leader,  is  to  wel¬ 
come  those  attending. 

Seola  Callahan,  Lake  Charles 
District  lay  leader,  will  introduce 
the  speaker.  Judge  Stewart  will 
speak  briefly  and  Jason  Owen,  Rus¬ 
ton  District  lay  leader,  will  pro¬ 
nounce  the  benediction. 

Breakfast  tickets 

Tickets  to  the  Laity  Breakfast  are 
available  from  district  lay  leaders  at 
Pre-Conference  Training  Sessions. 

Priced  at  $6,  tickets  also  will  be 
available  at  the  breakfast.  A  portion 
of  the  ticket  price  will  go  toward  the 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholar¬ 
ships.  Dr.  Crump  will  preside  dur¬ 
ing  The  Laity  Gathering  which  has 
the  theme,  “Laity  As  Partners  In 
Ministry”  and  is  set  for  3  p.m. 
Monday,  June  6.  She  said  a  number 
of  lay  persons  will  participate. 

Judge  Stewart  is  to  introduce 
Moss.  Participating  in  the  program 
will  be  Paul  White,  former  Confer¬ 
ence  lay  leader;  Connie  Breaux, 
member  lay  speaking  committee, 
New  Orleans  District;  William 
Bridges,  member,  Conference 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries;  Mar¬ 
gie  R.  Morrish,  lay  speaker,  Alexan¬ 
dria  District;  the  Cornerstone  Trio 
of  New  Orleans  and  Callahan. 

Judge  Stewart  will  also  share  with 
Conference  members  his  comments 
during  the  lay  address  at  Tuesday 
morning’s  session  after  Bishop 
Oden  gives  the  episcopal  address. 


Bishop  William  Oden,  RIGHT,  is 
greeted  by  E.  Gibson  Lanpher, 
U.S.  Ambassador  to  Zimbabwe, 
at  the  dedication  of  Africa  Uni¬ 
versity  in  that  country.  Oden 
represented  the  UM  Council  of 
Bishops  and  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try. 


Leroy  and  Anita  Crump 


Methodist  Home 
featured 

The  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans  needs  the  constant  sup¬ 
port  of  members  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  in  caring  for 
God’s  children  whose  problems 
were  caused  by  neglectful  or 
abusive  parents.  See  the  home’s 
special  page  in  this  issue. 


Around  the  Conference 


When  Louisiana  Conference  min¬ 
isters  retire,  they  often  keep  busy 
with  other  pursuits.  For  instance, 
Rev.  Ray  De- 
Laughter,  who 
retired  last  year 
has  written  a 
book  titled.  Debt 
Free  in  7  Years. 

In  the  book  he 
tells  how  to  be 
debt-free,  includ¬ 
ing  home  mort¬ 
gage,  and 
without  extra  in¬ 
come.  He  said  his  strategy  is  not 
based  on  gimmicks,  but  on  a  step- 
by-step  plan  for  budget  building, 
staying  on  a  budget,  scheduling  for 
unplanned  expenses  that  can  break 
the  budget  and  other  guidelines  to 
make  handling  of  finances  less 
stressful  and  more  successful.  The 
book  includes  instructional  teach¬ 
ings  based  on  biblical  principles. 

For  several  years  DeLaughter  has 
taught  courses  on  the  subject  of  his 
book.  He  lives  in  Houston  where  he 
has  taught  at  Foundry  UMC  and 


Rev.  Ray 
DeLaughter 


nil 

Gordon  L  Smith 

Envoys  at  Africa  U.  dedication 


Cordon  L.  Smith  obie  |.  Southall  Kirby  A.  Vining  Karl  D.  Wood 


Representing  Louisiana  Conference  at  the  recent  Africa  University 
dedication  ceremonies  in  Zimbabwe  were,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Don 
Avery,  LEFT,  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth  and  Bishop  Oden,  RIGHT,  who 
were  joined  by  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint,  CENTER. 


Dr.  Nancy  Carruth,  LEFT,  of  Bunkie,  president  of  the  Division  of 
Higher  Education  from  1984-88,  is  pictured  with  two  other  presi¬ 
dents  at  the  African  dedication,  Allen  Norris,  1992-96  and  janet 
Stephenson,  1988-92.  The  background  gives  some  idea  of  the  ter¬ 
rain  of  the  Zimbabwe  area  where  the  university  is  built. 


other  locations.  The  book  is  not 
sold  in  stores  but  is  available  from 
the  publisher.  For  information  con¬ 
tact  Rev.  DeLaughter.  6323  Alden 
St.,  Houston  TX  77084;  phone, 
713/855-1144. 

*  *  * 

Major  Kenneth  M.  Fisher,  minis¬ 
ter  of  Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans, 
received^  the  distinguished  Army 
Commendation 
Medal  on  May 
15.  Major  Gen¬ 
eral  R.  Waudby, 
commander  of 
the  377th  The¬ 
ater  Army  Area 
Command,  made 
the  presentation 

_  during  an  awards 

Major  Kenneth  ceremony. 

Fisher  Chaplain  Fish¬ 

er  was  among  those  honored  at  a  re¬ 
ception  in  the  Diamond  Reserve 
Center  after  the  ceremony.  He  has 
been  in  charge  of  Unit  Ministry 
Team  Training  for  TAACOM  in 
New  Orleans.  He  was  among  those 
in  reserve  units  who  participated  in 


June  Conference  Calendar 

5  Cabinet  Meeting 

6-9  Annual  Conference,  Centenary  College  and  First  UMC, 
Shreveport 

10-11  DCYM/CCYM  Training,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport 
10  Lafon  Nursing  Home,  UMC,  “Jazzy  Night  in  June” 
Fundraiser 

20-22  Bishops’  Week,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

24  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board,  First  UMC,  Pineville, 
10  a.m. 

22-26  UMW  West  Gulf  Regional  School  of  Christian  Mission, 
Georgetown,  Texas 

30-July  1  Clergy  Couples  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers 
30-July  3  Cursillo  No.  40,  Tall  Timbers 


the  recent  joint  military  exercise  in 
Cairo,  Egypt. 

*  •  • 

At  First  UMC,  Bastrop  where  Dr. 
Larry  Robertson  is  pastor,  Inquir- 
ers-Newcomers  Orientation  is  being 
conducted  through  June  5.  New¬ 
comers  and  prospective  members 
are  examining  the  mission,  vision, 
roots,  beliefs  and  getting  to  know 
the  lay  leaders  and  minister  of  the 
church.  They  also  may  ask  ques¬ 
tions.  make  suggestions  and  will  be 
given  opportunities  to  “  enter  into 
the  shared  life  of  the  congregation.” 
The  church  observed  Pentecost  on 
May  22  with  a  celebration.  Partici¬ 
pants  contributed  food  for  the  Cri¬ 
sis  Ministry. 

•  •  * 

United  Methodist  related  Dillard 


University,  New  Orleans  will  con¬ 
duct  its  1994  Upward  Bound  Pro¬ 
gram  June  6  to  July  15.  Upward 
Bound  is  designed  to  enhance  aca¬ 
demic  skills  and  provide  motiva¬ 
tional  tools  for  success  in  education 
beyond  high  school  for  youths  from 
low-income  families  and  first-gener¬ 
ation  college  candidates.  Partici¬ 
pants  will  have  opportunities  to  live 
and  learn  in  a  college  setting.  Stu¬ 
dents  interested  in  participating  in 
the  Upward  Bound  Program  may 
call  504/286-4783,  for  addition^ 
information. 

Also  to  be  sponsored  at  Dillard  is 
the  Summer  Food  Service  Program 
for  eligible  mentally  and  physically 
handicapped  children  and  youths 
18  years  of  age  or  younger.  Meals 
will  be  served  to  them  at  no  charge. 
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Spiritual  guides  re-weave  body  and  soul 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Contributing  Editor 

Editor's  note:  This  five- 
part  series  chronicles 
Mr.  Swecker's  experiences 
on  an  ecumenical 
spiritual  trek. 


UM«  ILLUSTRATION 


Values  and 
violence:  How 
do  we  rate? 

Journalist  Rod  Watson  may  not  be  a  house¬ 
hold  name.  But  his  disturbing  insights  into  the 
link  between  values  and  violence  in  our  society 
merit  wide  notice. 

In  a  column  recently  on  the  Buffalo  (N.Y.) 
News  op-ed  page.  Mr.  Watson  stated  that  the 
code  of  conduct  which  motivates  much  of 
American  society  is  the  same  code  that,  when 

-  taken  to  its  deadly 

■p  rwl  extreme,  motivates 

Id!  crime  in  the  streets. 

Following  are 

paraphrases  of  Mr.  Watson’s  key  points: 

■  Precepts  underlying  the  “code  of  the 
streets”  are  learned  by  a  youngster — whether 
improverished,  middle-class  or  wealthy — “ev¬ 
ery  time  he  turns  on  a  TV  . . .  and  finds  out  that 
he  is  what  he  owns,  not  what  he  does  or  what  he 
has  inside  of  him.” 

■  Ours  is  a  society  in  which  objects  deter¬ 
mine  status.  The  nation’s  role  models  and  the 
media  that  cover  them  constantly  convey  the 
message  to  young  people  that  what  matters  is 
having  objects,  not  how  one  acquires  them. 

■  The  lack  of  connections  between  wealth 
and  character  has  skewed  our  society’s  value 
system.  As  Mr.  Watson  puts  it:  “This  nation  can 
either  change  that  materialistic  code  and  what  it 
teaches  or  learn  to  live — and  die — with  it.” 

Preach  it,  Brother  Watson!  You’re  saying,  in¬ 
directly  at  least,  what  many  of  us  in  the  reli¬ 
gious  community  have  been  saying  for  years, 
starting  with  Jesus:  “Where  your  treasure  is, 
there  your  heart  will  be  also”  (Matthew  6:21). 

Put  another  way,  if  “objects”  are  our  society’s 
most  valued  form  of  treasure,  little  wonder  that 
people  from  boardroom  executives  to  sidewalk 
stick-’em-ups  will  do  almost  anything  to  acquire 
them.  After  all,  they  are  merely  following  their 
hearts’  desires. 

Unfortunately,  little  evidence  exists  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  we  in  the  community  of  faith  differ 
from  our  culture.  A  “culture  of  things”  perme¬ 
ates  the  lives  of  Christians  and  the  church  itself. 
It  is  difficult  for  us  to  be  prophetic  regarding 
that  culture  when  we  are  so  much  a  part  of  it. 

By  contrast,  Jesus  taught  that  the  most  reli¬ 
able  path  to  a  well-lived  life  is  to  “strive  first  for 
the  kingdom  of  God”  (Matthew  6:33).  To  those 
who  get  their  priorities  and  values  straight,  he 
promised,  all  “things"  essential  will  follow. 

Rod  Watson’s  dour  insight  is  the  obverse  of 
Jesus’  promise:  A  society  that  doesn’t  get  its  val¬ 
ues  straight  may  acquire  “things"  but  at  a  price 
that  sooner  or  later  makes  life  hell. 

An  implication  for  Christians  is  starkly  simple: 
Take  a  hard  look  at  how  we  as  individuals,  con¬ 
gregations  and  church  institutions  participate  in 
the  “culture  of  things.”  Based  on  what  we  value  in 
our  pursuits  and  with  our  pocketbooks,  what  do 
we  treasure?  Where  are  our  hearts? 

If  our  response  is  other  than  “the  kingdom  of 
God,”  it’s  confession  time:  “Forgive  us,  O  Lord. 
Give  us  grace  and  power  to  put  away  all  hurtful 
things  . . .  that  we  may  walk  henceforth  in  your 
holy  ways  . . .”  (prayer  of  confession,  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Conference,  England). 


First  of  five  parts 

S1KLES,  NEPAL — Although  I  had 
hoped  for  some  solitude,  I  learned  that  a 
spiritual  trek  in  the  Himalayan  mountains 
is  anything  but  a  solitary  venture. 

For  example,  when  16  of  us  Americans 
recently  backpacked  for  nine  days  in  the 
foothills  north  of  Pokhara,  we  required  the 
aid  of  36  Nepali  porters,  cooks  and  Sherpa 
guides.  We  were  part  of  a  spiritual  pilgrim¬ 
age — an  extended  spiritual  growth  retreat, 
really— led  by  Roy  Oswald  and  wife  Carol 
Roush. 

Ours  was  the  fifth  such  pilgrimage  led 
by  Roy  and  Carol.  Roy  is  known  to  count¬ 
less  pastors  and  congregations  as  a  church 
consultant  with  the  Washington-based  Al¬ 
ban  Institute  and  author  of  numerous 
books  and  articles  on  church-pastor  rela- 


SIKIES,  Nepal — Contributing  Editor 
Stephen  L.  Swecker  and  Angnima,  his 
Sherpa  guide  in  spirit  and  on  the  trail, 
mark  their  friendship  with  a  hug  at  the 
campsite. 


tions.  As  I  learned  on  the  trek,  he  and  Car¬ 
ol  also  are  skilled  spiritual  guides. 

Spiritual  guides  pop  up 

But  a  funny  thing  happened  on  our  way 
up  and  down  the  Himalayan  foothills. 
Spiritual  guides  other  than  Roy  and  Carol 
began  to  pop  up  all  over  the  place. 

One  outcome  for  me  of  such  bounty  was 
the  formulation  of  two  definitions  related 
to  the  meaning  of  spiritual  leadership. 

The  first  definition  resulted  from  the 
spiritual  guidance  of  my  trekking  compan¬ 
ions.  As  we  got  acquainted  with  each  oth¬ 
er,  it  became  apparent  that  each  person  on 
the  pilgrimage  harbored  special  gifts  of 
spirit.  This  was  so  despite  the  fact  that  half 
were  clergy,  a  condition  that  didn’t  appear 
to  be  totally  disabling. 

Example:  Three  of  us  contracted  food 
poisoning  on  the  night  before  we  left  Kath¬ 
mandu  for  Pokhara.  Fortunately,  we  recov¬ 
ered  within  a  few  days.  1  will  always 
remember,  though,  how  George,  a  Disciples 
of  Christ  pastor  from  Oklahoma,  voluntarily 
and  wordlessly  massaged  my  slumping  head 
during  the  spine-jarring  nine-hour  bus  ride 
to  Pokhara.  His  gentle  touch  helped  to  re¬ 
join  depleted  body  to  still-hopeful  soul — an 
act  of  healing  worthy  of  a  spirit  friend  and 
Christian  caregiver. 

They  link  the  two 

Body  and  soul.  After  days  of  having 
both  stretched  by  the  rigors  of  high-alti¬ 
tude  hiking  in  close  quarters  with  others, 
the  dynamic  interplay  of  these  two  dimen¬ 
sions  became  inescapable.  To  touch  one  is 
to  touch  and  energize  the  other.  Part  of  Je¬ 
sus’  genius  and  that  of  great  spiritual  lead¬ 
ers  such  as  Gandhi  surely  is  this:  They  link 
the  two  just  as  George  did  for  me. 

Hence,  Definition  #1:  A  spiritual  guide 
and  leader  is  anyone  who  helps  others  ex¬ 
perience  the  life-giving  unity  of  our  bodies 
and  our  souls.  Such  people  are  true  gifts  in 
a  culture  that  too  often  separates  the  two, 
thus  trivializing  both. 

The  second  definition  resulted  from  an 


unexpected  outcropping  of  spiritual  lead¬ 
ership,  specifically  in  the  example  of  our 
Nepali  guides. 

Without  their  physical  support  we  pam¬ 
pered  Americans  might  not  have  survived 
nine  days  and  nights  in  the  rugged  back 
country  of  Nepal.  But  the  more  acquainted 
we  became  with  these  remarkable  people, 
the  more  we  realized  that  their  impressive 
physical  stamina  was  matched  by  equally 
impressive  spiritual  depths. 

Enjoyed  the  fun 

Example:  At  the  Sikles  (pronounced 
“Siklesh”)  campsite,  we  were  treated  to  a 
night  of  folk  song  and  dance  by  local  vil¬ 
lagers.  Encircling  a  fire  under  the  stars,  all 
of  us — American  trekkers,  Nepali  guides 
and  Sikles  residents — stood  shoulder-to- 
shoulder  and  enjoyed  the  fun. 

Suddenly  I  felt  an  arm  around  my  waist; 
it  was  Angnima,  one  of  our  Sherpas.  In¬ 
stinctively,  1  put  my  arm  around  him.  As 
we  left  the  circle,  Angnima  pointed  to  me, 
then  to  himself.  He  then  said  one  of  the 
few  English  words  that  I  heard  him  speak 
during  all  our  time  together:  “Brothers.” 


It  occurred  to  me  afterwards  that  peace 
on  earth  and  harmony  in  all  human  rela¬ 
tionships  require  an  astonishingly  small 
vocabulary.  But  it  is  both  knowing  and  be¬ 
ing  willing  to  use  the  vocabulary  of 
peace — “brother,”  “sister,”  “love,” 
“friend,”  “forgive,”  to  suggest  some  of 
it — that  jumps  the  gaps  created  by  differ¬ 
ing  values,  experiences,  perceptions  and 
even  cultures  and  religious  faiths.  Angni- 
ma’s  English  vocabulary  was  limited,  but 
it  was  enough  to  bless  his  world  and  mine. 

Vocabulary  of  peace 

Hence,  Definition  #2:  Spiritual  leaders 
know  and  generously  use  the  vocabulary  of 
peace.  In  a  time  during  which  words  too 
often  are  used  to  destroy,  those  who  speak 
words  that  build  and  unify — like  “Broth¬ 
ers” — are  spirit  gifts  to  us  all. 

Did  1  need  to  go  halfway  around  the 
world  and  trek  with  50  people  to  arrive  at 
such  simple  definitions  regarding  spiritual 
leadership?  Maybe  not. 

But  definitions  that  ring  true  are  priceless 
gifts.  They  rarely  are  achieved  without  effort 
or  the  light  and  love  of  some  special  others. 


Christ  is  present  and  alive  among  us  in  worship 

My  Witness 


I  wonder  about  up- 
to-date  trinitarian 
theology. . .  which  is 
not  in  things  which  can 
be  weighed  or 
measured  nor  in  things 
visible  with  telescope 
and  microscope  but  in 
energy  always 
dependent  on  Creator 
God. 


By  R.  HYLTON  SANDERS 

As  retired  clergy,  I  worship 
with  my  wife  at  several  churches. 
We  rejoice  in  many  things.  And 
we  question  some  things. 

Many  churches  conduct  inter¬ 
esting  reviews  of  biblical  times 
and  the  Jesus  of  history — which 
is  basic  to  Christian  education 
and  important  theologically.  Yet, 
at  Holy  Communion,  the  Living 
Christ  is  hardly  mentioned — the 
saving  power  that  now  is.  An  im¬ 
portant  dimension  of  the  faith 
seems  to  be  missing. 

I  wonder  about  up-to-date 
trinitarian  theology  and  up-to- 


date  implications  of  Nature’s 
“ground  of  being,’’  which  is  not 
in  things  which  can  be  weighed 
or  measured  nor  in  things  visible 
with  telescope  and  microscope 
but  in  energy  always  dependent 
on  Creator  God. 

As  “in  the  beginning,  God,”  so 
creation  continues  now  and  our 
own  very  existence  depends  on 
this. 

As  Christ  was  and  is  the  Word 
in  God’s  act  of  creation,  the  real 
presence  with  us  at  the  altar  of 
sacrifice  is  now,  forgiving  and 
freeing  us.  Christ’s  presence  is 
not  only  “remembered.” 


Bible  classes  often  work  on 
Scripture  details  endlessly  but 
without  focus  on  the  Living 
Word,  Christ.  Our  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Hymnal  celebrates  both 
what  once  was  and  what  now  is. 

Spiritual  and  moral  authority 
need  more  than  history.  We  are 
not  only  “people  of  the  book” 
but  followers  of  the  Risen,  Living 
Christ. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Any  reader  may  submit  an 
article  for  consideration  (one  typed, 
double-spaced  page  maximum 
length)  to  "My  Witness.  "  United 
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I  don't  believe  there's  a  profound  'division'  in  the  church 


By  DAN  E.  SOLOMON 

I  write  as  an  evangelical  Christian 
who  is  convinced  that  Jesus  Christ 
is  my  Lord  and  Savior  and  that  “we 
are  accounted  righteous  before  God 
only  for  the  merit  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ,  by  faith,  and 
not  for  our  own  works  or  deserv¬ 
ings.  Wherefore,  that  we  are  justi¬ 
fied  by  faith,  only,  is  a  most 
wholesome  doctrine  and  very  full  of 
comfort”  (Article  IX — Articles  of 
Religion). 

I  further  believe  in  Article  XX 
which  states,  “The  offering  of 
Christ,  once  made,  is  the  perfect  re¬ 
demption,  propitiation,  and  satis¬ 
faction  for  all  the  sins  of  the  whole 
world,  both  original  and  actual;  and 
there  is  no  other  satisfaction  for  sin 
but  that  alone.” 

Profound  frustration 

While  reaffirming  my  own  per¬ 
sonal  commitment  to  our  Articles 
of  Religion  and  to  The  Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  their  entirety,  I  declare 
that  I  don’t  believe  that  there  is  a 
“profound  division”  in  the  church. 


Here  I  Stand 


Bishop  Dan  E. 

t  J 

Solomon  is  episco- 

pal  leader  of  the 

Oklahoma  Area  of 

The  United  Meth- 

odist  Church. 

I  lament  such  an  allegation. 

However,  I  am  convinced  that 
there  is  a  profound  frustration  with¬ 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
This  frustration  comes  from  such 
factors  as: 

•f  A  lessened  significance  of  the 
church  in  the  world. 

•f  Lessened  “results”  in  the  life 
and  work  of  the  church  and  in  the 
church’s  influence  in  society  as  a 
whole. 

•f  The  rapid  rate  of  social 
change,  a  temptation  to  assume  a 
fortress  mentality  and/or  a  “back- 
to-the-future”  nostalgia. 

•f  A  lack  of  clear  articulation  of 


the  person  and  work  of  Christ. 

v  Blunting  of  the  church’s  ef¬ 
forts  to  serve  broken  humanity. 

•f  An  appeal  to  “regulation”  with 
respect  to  theological  reflection. 

I  believe  that  this  frustration,  in 
its  many  forms,  is  behind  the  recent 
declaration,  “An  Invitation  to  the 
Church,”  published  by  an  ad  hoc 
group  of  concerned  United  Meth¬ 
odists. 

Despite  the  assertions  of  the  “in¬ 
vitation,”  I  am  convinced  that  there 
is  not  a  pervasive  lessening  of  Jesus 
Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Neither 
the  theological  position  in  our  Dis¬ 
cipline  nor  my  experience  of  current 
practices  across  United  Methodism 
would  so  indicate. 

I’ve  observed  that  contrary  to  the 
“invitation’s”  assertion  of  an 
“abandonment  to  the  truth  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  as  revealed 
in  scripture,”  the  Scriptures  have 
come  to  a  new  prominence  in  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism. 

This  prominence  has  come 
through: 

■  Disciple  Bible  Study, 

■  Unison  reading  of  Scriptures 


. . .  there  is  a  profound 
frustration  within  The 
United  Methodist 
Church. 


from  pew  Bibles  in  worship, 

■  Increasing  instances  of  pastors 
and  laity  studying  the  sermon  text 
for  the  Sunday  worship  service,  and 

■  Pastors  meeting  in  cluster 
groups  for  Bible  study. 

No  reason  to  doubt 

With  this  much  Bible  study  hap¬ 
pening  and  with  our  long-cherished 
confidence  that  the  Scriptures  are 
convicting  and  compelling,  I  see  no 
reason  to  doubt  the  continued  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  through  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  for  the  “truth  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.” 

Furthermore,  I  don’t  find  a  per¬ 
vasive  “false  Gospel”  movement  in 
United  Methodism  as  the  “invita¬ 
tion”  states.  I  contend  that  a  few  ex¬ 
amples  of  extreme  statements  or 
practices  do  not  a  “peril  of  aban¬ 
doning  the  Christian  faith”  make.  It 
tarnishes  the  deep  faithfulness  of 
millions  of  loyal  United  Methodists 
to  suggest  that  they  are  caught  in 
some  kind  of  crisis  which  is  placing 
the  Christian  faith  in  peril. 

Likewise,  a  few  examples  of  prac¬ 
tices  that  seem  to  go  beyond  the 
confines  of  the  Discipline  don’t 
mean  that  the  majority  of  United 
Methodist  clergy  and  laity  are  not 
accountable  to  the  Discipline’s  doc¬ 
trine  and  practice.  Certainly  we  may 
have  cause  for  concern  over  prac¬ 
tices  that  are  new  or  different,  but 
there  is  a  significant  difference  be¬ 
tween  genuine  concern  and  a  “peril 
of  abandoning  the  Christian  faith.” 

Finally,  the  writings  or  public  state¬ 


ments  of  a  few  United  Methodists 
don’t  merit  concluding  that  some  awe¬ 
some  shudder  runs  through  United 
Methodism  regarding  the  salvific  sin¬ 
gularity  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Alarm  outweights  reality 

In  short,  as  an  active  episcopal 
leader  I  believe  that  the  alarm  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  “invitation"  far  out¬ 
weighs  the  reality  of  the  situation. 

The  “invitation”  asserts:  “For  the 
sake  of  the  kingdom  of  God  it  is  now 
time  for  action.”  Amen!  Such  action 
definitely  includes  reliance  upon  the 
“life-giving  power  of  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it.”  The  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  it 
must  be  clearly  noted,  includes  evan¬ 
gelistic  outreach,  missional  passion 
and  the  unity  of  the  church. 

United  Methodism  will  not  be  well 


served  by  asking  individuals  to  sign 
documents  or  for  governing  boards 
of  congregations  to  adopt  positions 
reaffirming  the  vows  one  accepts 
when  one  becomes  a  full  member  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

I  can,  however,  agree  with  one  por¬ 
tion  of  the  “invitation,”  namely  that 
all  United  Methodists  can  “covenant 
to  engage  in  a  revitalized  mission 
which  expresses  our  historic  concern 
for  social  holiness  and  fidelity  to  the 
fulfillment  of  the  great  commission.” 

In  so  doing,  we  will  demonstrate 
a  United  Methodist  “movement” 
that  is  unifying,  affirming  of  our 
strength  and  oneness  in  Jesus  Christ 
and  formative  of  a  positive  climate 
for  being  God’s  people  in  this  time 
and  for  tomorrow. 


Ronald  P.  Palterson  John  A.  Lovelace  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
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COLLEGE  APPROVED:  United  Meth¬ 
odist  finance  officials  gave  the  go-ahead  this 
month  to  open  a  college  of  management  at  the 
church's  new  Africa  University  in  Mutare,  Zim¬ 
babwe,  next  year.  The  approval  was  the  final 
hurdle  for  the  college  after  thumbs-up  votes  by 
the  university’s  board  of  directors  and  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry.  Management  and  administra¬ 
tion,  scheduled  for  March  1995  opening,  will 
be  the  university’s  third  major  division.  Al¬ 
ready  operating  are  faculties  of  theology  and  of 
agriculture  and  natural  resources. 


CONFEDERATE  FLAG  PROTEST: 

Two  United  Methodist  ministers  in  the  South 
Carolina  Annual  Conference  have  brought  a 
lawsuit  against  the  State  of  South  Carolina 

seeking  to  remove  the  Confederate  Flag  from 
the  top  of  the  statehouse.  According  to  the 
South  Carolina  United  Methodist  Advocate,  the 
Rev.  Joe  Alley,  pastor  of  College  Place  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Columbia,  S.C.,  and  the 
Rev.  Eben  Taylor  of  Laurens,  S.C.,  say  there  is 
no  law  in  South  Carolina  that  requires  use  of 
the  Confederate  flag. 


NEW  BENEFITS  PLAN:  The  church’s 

top  fiscal  agency  recently  approved  a  new  flexi¬ 
ble-benefits  plan,  effective  Jan.  1,  1995,  for 
churchwide  agency  employees.  An  interagency 
task  force  chose  Aetna  over  CIGNA,  the  cur¬ 
rent  insurance  carrier.  The  new  plan  will  cover 
medical  and  dental  expenses,  life  insurance 
and  long-term  disability  benefits  for  bishops 
and  employees  of  all  churchwide  agencies  ex¬ 
cept  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
and  the  General  Board  of  Pension  and  Health 
Benefits. 


CONCERN  FOR  OTHERS:  Northridge 

(Calif.)  United  Methodist  Church,  heavily 
damaged  in  the  Jan.  1 7  earthquake,  took  a  spe¬ 
cial  offering  of  $2,142  for  Goshen  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Piedmont,  Ala.  The  Ala¬ 
bama  church  was  flattened  in  a  Palm  Sunday 
tornado  that  killed  20 — including  the  pastor’s 
daughter — and  many  injured. 


OK  INVESTMENTS:  United  Methodists 

have  been  given  the  green  light  to  re-invest  in 
the  Republic  of  South  Africa,  says  the  executive 
committee  of  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration.  In  light  of  recent  South 
African  elections,  GCFA  officials  agreed  that 
the  agency  may  invest  in  those  companies  do¬ 
ing  business  in  South  Africa  that  adhere  to  a 
code  of  business  conduct  adopted  by  the  South 
African  Council  of  Churches. 

DISMISSED:  Craig  R.  Hoskins,  general 
counsel  for  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  fi¬ 
nance  agency,  has  been  dismissed  by  the  agen¬ 
cy’s  chief  executive.  Mr.  Hoskins,  42,  who 
joined  the  staff  in  1979,  headed  the  legal  ser¬ 
vices  section  of  the  Evanston,  IU.-based  Gener¬ 
al  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

Mr.  Hoskkns  told  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice  he  has  filed  a  grievance  and  has  consulted 
outside  counsel.  No  reason  was  given  for  the 
termination. 

NEW  RELIGION  WRITER:  Gustav 

Niebuhr,  religion  writer  at  the  Washington 
Post,  will  join  the  New  York  Times  as  a  nation¬ 
al  religion  reporter  effective  June  6.  Mr.  Nie¬ 
buhr  is  the  1994  recipient  of  the  two  major 
awards  of  the  Religion  Newswriters  Associa¬ 
tion,  having  won  both  the  Templeton  Reporter 
of  the  Year  award  for  demonstration  of  enter¬ 
prise  and  versatility  in  religion  writing  and  the 
Harold  O.  Supple  Award  for  excellence  in 
writing.  Peter  Steinfels,  the  Times'  current  na¬ 
tional  religion  reporter,  is  scheduled  to  take  a 
one-year  leave  teaching  at  Notre  Dame  begin¬ 
ning  in  July.  When  Mr.  Steinfels  returns,  both 
will  cover  the  national  religion  beat. 


Churches  target  organized  gambling 


By  JEAN  CAFEEY  LYLES 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

CHICAGO — Activists  from  a  dozen 
Christian  denominations  recently  an¬ 
nounced  formation  of  the  National  Coali¬ 
tion  Against  Organized  Gambling. 

The  May  13-15  conference  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  About  70 
clergy  and  laity  from  1 3  states  and  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia  attended. 

Most  participants  have  been  active  in 
grassroots  movements  opposing  state-spon¬ 
sored  lotteries,  off-track  betting,  horse  rac¬ 
ing,  river  boat  gambling,  land-based  casinos 
or  legalized  video  poker. 


Several  said  they  joined  the  fight  after  see¬ 
ing  family  members’  personal  lives  and  ca¬ 
reers  wrecked  by  a  gambling  compulsion. 

In  a  keynote  address,  United  Methodist 
Bishop  R.  Sheldon  Duecker  of  Chicago 
called  the  gambling  industry  “a  loud  and 
lying  voice  proclaiming  salvation  to  falter¬ 
ing  governments  and  communities.” 

“We  cannot,”  he  added,  “build  librar¬ 
ies,  finance  schools,  fix  roads,  upgrade  ser¬ 
vices  and  offer  good  jobs  on  the  backs  of 
those  who  gamble  away  their  businesses 
(and)  impoverish  their  families  while  they 
worship  the  great  god  chance.” 

The  group  elected  the  Rev.  Tom  Grey, 
United  Methodist  from  Galena,  Ill.,  as  na¬ 


tional  spokesperson.  He  has  worked  full 
time  for  more  than  three  years  to  combat 
expanding  legalized  gambling  in  his  state. 

Mr.  Grey,  a  Vietnam  veteran,  said 
churches  often  would  “rather  have  seminars 
on  conflict  management  and  preoccupy  our¬ 
selves  with  our  internal  dynamics  and  dis¬ 
putes”  instead  of  getting  into  “a  good  fight" 
with  the  “predators”  of  the  gaming  industry. 

Organizers  said  the  public  is  increasingly 
aware  that  legalized  gambling  is  the  coun¬ 
try’s  fastest-growing  industry.  The  $300  bil¬ 
lion  spent  yearly  on  wagering  is  equal  to  the 
national  defense  budget,  they  added. 

Some  said  an  anti-gambling  crusade 
could  be  as  effective  as  the  church-led 


fight  a  decade  ago  against  multinational 
corporations’  infant-formula  promotion  in 
developing  countries. 

Speakers  and  panelists  contended  that 
legalized  gambling  hurts  local  economies, 
reduces  quality  of  life,  raises  crime  rates 
and  attracts  organized  crime,  increases 
compulsive  gambling  and  costs  states 
more  than  it  contributes  in  revenue. 

Bob  Fussell  of  the  Chicago  Crime  Com¬ 
mission  cited  evidence  of  mobster  infiltra¬ 
tion  of  gambling  operations  in  several 
states.  He  also  pointed  to  the  correlation 
of  casino  gambling  with  sharp  rises  in  the 
rates  of  suicide  and  white-collar  embezzle¬ 
ments  by  debt-burdened  gambling  addicts. 


UM  volunteers  say 
U.S.-backed  sanctions 
hurt  wrong  Haitians 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

The  U.S. -backed  policy  of 
sanctions  against  Haiti  and  the 
embargo  on  fuel  shipments  into 
Haiti  are  causing  extreme  suffer¬ 
ing  among  those  least  able  to 
bear  it,  say  United  Methodist 
health  care  volunteers  who  have 
worked  repeatedly  in  that  impov¬ 
erished  country. 

Two  United  Methodist  cou¬ 
ples — Carolyn  and  Doyle  Ellis  of 
Vicennes,  Ind.,  and  Alice  and 
A.R.  (Bill)  White  of  Charlotte, 
N.C. — recently  talked  to  the  Re¬ 
porter  about  how  conditions  in 
Haiti,  some  90  miles  south  of 
Cuba,  had  deteriorated  under 
sanctions. 

Couples  haven't  met 

Although  both  couples  have 
volunteered  in  Haiti  for  years, 
they  have  never  met. 

Dr.  Ellis,  a  dentist,  has  worked 
with  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  for  16  years,  eight 
as  a  member  of  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  and  eight  as  a  consultant. 

“The  embargo  hits  the  wrong 
people,  the  powerless,”  he  said. 
“They  are  the  ones  who  pay  a 
stiff  price.” 

In  1972,  Dr.  Ellis  was  part  of  a 
team  who  worked  with  Haitian 
Methodist  Alain  Rocourt  (see  re¬ 
lated  story  at  right)  to  set  up  pro¬ 
grams  to  train  Haitians  to  im¬ 
prove  their  lives. 

“Now,”  he  said,  “we  hear  that 
some  parents  are  making  mud- 
cakes  with  a  little  sugar  and  salt 
for  the  children  to  eat  so  they 
won’t  be  hungry. 

“One  of  our  best  teachers  at  a 
Methodist  school  died  of  a 
stroke,”  he  continued,  “because 
he  couldn’t  get  medication  for 
his  hypertension.” 

Carolyn  Ellis  told  the  Reporter 
about  how  difficult  it  is  for  chil¬ 
dren — thousands  of  whom  have 
become  orphans — to  get  enough 
to  eat. 

Three  meals  a  week 

At  an  UMCOR-supported 
feeding  program,  she  said,  meals 
have  been  cut  from  five  meals  a 
week  to  three  meals  so  more  chil¬ 
dren  can  be  fed. 

She  recounted  seeing  children 
sitting  with  small  bowls  of  rice 


and  beans  in  front  of  them.  One 
little  boy  was  so  malnourished 
that  he  fell  asleep  from  exhaus¬ 
tion,  she  said.  Only  the  taste  of 
food  in  his  mouth  revived  him. 

Working  separately,  the  Ellises 
and  the  Whites  organize  large 
shipments  of  medications  for 
Haiti.  Both  couples  report  devas¬ 
tating  results  from  the  embargo: 

■  Medical  conditions  are  dete¬ 
riorating  badly.  Some  reports  es¬ 
timate  1 ,000  people  or  more  are 
dying  each  month  as  a  result  of 
shortages  caused  by  the  embargo; 

■  Because  of  the  embargo  on 
gasoline,  people  with  serious 
medical  needs  can’t  get  to  the 
hospital  if  they  live  too  far  away 
to  walk; 

■  People  who  need  medication 
for  high  blood  pressure,  diabetes, 
heart  disease  or  many  other  dis¬ 
eases  can’t  get  to  pharmacies  or 
clinics; 

■  Medications  are  unavailable 
or  very  limited  across  the  coun¬ 
tryside  because  of  lack  of  fuel  for 
delivery  vehicles; 

■  Lack  of  fuel  for  generators 
has  shut  down  dental  equipment, 
surgical  suites,  hotels  and  garbage 
collection.  Rats  as  large  as  cats 
prowl  through  man-high  garbage 
in  city  streets  searching  for  food; 

■  Most  businesses  have  been 
forced  to  close,  leading  to  high 
unemployment  [estimated  be¬ 
tween  70  to  90  percent  of  the 
population]; 

■  Black  market  fuel  purchased 
in  the  neighboring  Dominican 
Republic  is  so  expensive  that 
people  can  no  longer  afford  to 
ride  public  buses  known  as  “tap 
taps”  to  bring  bananas  or  chick¬ 
ens  to  market  where  they  can  be 
sold  to  purchase  beans,  rice  and 
other  staples. 

'They  talk  big' 

“When  people  talk  about 
trade,”  Alice  White  told  the  Re¬ 
porter,  “they  think  about  interna¬ 
tional  trade  and  big  business. 
They  don’t  realize  what  trade 
means  to  a  poor  family.” 

Ms.  White  is  a  registered  nurse 
who,  with  her  environmental  en¬ 
gineer  husband,  has  led  work 
teams  to  Haiti  several  times  each 
year  since  1983. 

Ms.  White  does  not  mince 
words. 


WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  PHOTOS  BY  MARC  FRENCH 

Discarded  tires  and  burning  garbage  litter  streets  in  Haiti's  capital  of  Port-au-Prince.  Garbage 
pickup  was  one  of  the  first  services  to  be  discontinued  after  the  U.S.-backed  fuel  embargo  of 
Haiti  went  into  effect.  The  fuel  embargo  also  prevents  the  delivery  of  medicine  and  food.  Be¬ 
low,  empty  containers  eagerly  seek  meager  rations  at  this  feeding  station  in  Haiti. 


“What  the  United  States  is  do¬ 
ing  is  criminal,”  she  said. 

“Sanctions  are  supposed  to 
bring  the  Haitians  to  their  knees. 
Well,  most  of  them  are  already 
flat  on  their  back." 

Last  January  three  doctors,  a 
dentist,  three  registered  nurses, 
an  anesthetist  and  several  volun¬ 
teer  assistants  went  with  the 


Whites  to  Haiti.  They  were  over¬ 
whelmed  with  the  number  of 
malnourished  children. 

Ms.  White  stayed  in  Haiti  fol¬ 
lowing  the  medical  trip  to  travel 
through  the  country  and  to  rec¬ 
ord  and  photograph  the  effects  of 
the  embargo. 

What  she  saw  was  so  stark  that 
she  believes  that  “tightened  sanc¬ 


tions  will  be  the  death  knell  of 
Haiti,”  she  said. 

She  is  aware,  she  said,  of  offi¬ 
cial  support  for  the  embargo 
within  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

“Jt  sounds  so  good,  you 
know?”  she  said.  “  ‘We’re  going 
to  return  democracy  to  Haiti.’ 
But  it’s  wrong.  It’s  all  wrong.” 


Aid  sought  for  Methodist  schools 


You  can  help  Haitian  primary 
school  children  like  these 
through  the  UMCOR  Hot 
Lunch  Program,  Advance 
#418375-5. 


By  BETTIE  W.  STORY 

Concerned  about  reliable,  sig¬ 
nificant  income  for  the  school 
system  of  The  Methodist  Church 
in  Haiti,  friends  of  Haiti  in  the 
United  Methodist  Central  Illi¬ 
nois  conference  have  established 
the  Alain  Rocourt  Endowment 
Fund  to  support  that  system. 

Mr.  Rocourt  is  a  former  head 
of  the  Haitian  Methodist  Church 
and  longtime  leader  in  Haitian 
church  and  government  affairs. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Hai¬ 
ti — which  educates  some  16,000 
children — is  in  difficulty,  says 
the  Rev.  Jack  D.  Travelstead  of 
Springfield,  Ill.,  because  many 
Methodists  were  left  unemployed 
when  U.S.  companies  closed 
their  Haitian  operations  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  trade  sanctions  and  the 
embargo  on  fuel. 

Mr.  Travelstead  led  his  first 
volunteer  work  team  to  Haiti  in 
1975,  followed  by  1 4  other  trips. 

“We  can’t  get  in  with  Volun- 


teers-in-Mission  work  teams 
now,”  the  retired  pastor  said. 
“For  the  foreseeable  future,  we 
can  help  through  our  gifts  of 
money  and  prayers.” 

Mr.  Travelstead  and  William 
Hylbert  of  Gifford,  Ill.,  who  re¬ 
tired  some  1 5  years  ago  from  the 
University  of  Illinois,  came  up 
with  the  idea  for  the  endowment 
fund. 

The  fund  was  set  up  two  years 
ago  through  the  Central  Illinois 
conference,  with  consultation 
from  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief. 

“This  is  an  avenue  for  giving 
that  will  last  forever,”  Mr.  Tra¬ 
velstead  said. 

Contributions  to  the  Alain  Ro¬ 
court  Endowment  Fund  may  be 
addressed  to  the  Central  Illinois 
Conference  Foundation,  P.O.  Box 
515.  Bloomington,  Ill.  6 1 702-05 1 5. 

Ms.  Story  is  editor  of  the  Central 
Illinois  conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter. 


AGE  GRACEFULLY 


cHARLES 


L.  ALLEN 

SE& 


-ii£ 


Best-selling  author  Charles  L. 
Allen  offers  sage  advice  for 
readers  anticipating  the  golden 
years  in  their  lives  in  Wise  and 
Wonderful. 

Using  a  question  and 
answer  format,  Allen  com¬ 
bines  humor,  biblical  insight, 
and  clear  common  sense  as 
he  deals  with  the  difficult 
4  question  of  growing  older. 
This  is  an  important  book 
for  young  people,  middle- 
agers  and  those  entering 
this  stage  of  life. 


Re  veil 

A  Division  of  Baker  Book  House  Co 


Available  at  your  Cokesbury  Bookstore. 


Six  cities  lose  mission  board  relocation  bid 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

CHICAGO — A  United  Method¬ 
ist  panel  has  rejected  appeals  from 
six  cities  that  had  sought  consider¬ 
ation  as  possible  sites  for  relocation 
of  the  denomination’s  New  York- 
based  mission  agency. 

Meeting  May  12-13  in  Chicago,  the 
Site  Selection  Task  Force  for  reloca¬ 
tion  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  denied  appeals  from  Cleve¬ 
land;  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.;  India¬ 
napolis;  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Louisville, 
Ky.;  and  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Using  data  supplied  by  Cushman 
&  Wakefield,  a  New  York-based 
consulting  firm  retained  to  assist  its 
work,  the  task  force  reaffirmed  that 
each  of  the  six  fails  to  meet  one  or 
both  of  two  major  criteria — a  popu¬ 
lation  of  1  million  and  the  availabil¬ 
ity  of  nonstop  non-North  American 
international  air  service. 

The  church’s  1992  legislative 
General  Conference  directed  that 
the  mission  agency  be  moved  out  of 
New  York  City  and  authorized  the 
task  force  to  conduct  a  study  and 
recommend  a  site. 


After  discussion,  the  panel  decid¬ 
ed  it  will  reduce  its  initial  list  of  23 
cities  to  no  more  than  five  at  an 
Aug.  8-9  meeting  in  Denver. 

Formal  presentations  to  the  task 
force  will  be  heard  only  from  cities 
on  the  shorter  list,  and  members 
will  make  site  visits  only  to  those 
metropolitan  areas,  they  agreed. 

“Because  of  the  (data-gathering) 
process  we’re  going  to  use,  everyone 
is  not  going  to  have  a  day  in  court,” 
said  the  Rev.  Donald  Messer  of 
Denver,  task  force  chairman  and 
president  of  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Iliff  Theological  Seminary. 

The  group  made  minor  adjust¬ 
ments  to  a  document  prepared  by 
Cushman  &  Wakefield  proposing 
more  than  60  criteria  to  be  applied 
to  cities  on  the  list,  suggesting  the 
weight  to  be  given  to  each  factor 
and  sources  of  statistical  data. 

The  items  and  the  weighting  as¬ 
signed  to  each  will  be  fed  into  a 
computer  to  generate  a  score  of  how 
well  each  city  meets  the  multiple 
criteria. 

By  a  7-6  vote,  the  committee  de¬ 
cided  to  ask  the  consultants  to  run 


The  initial  list  of  23 
cities  will  be  reduced  to 
five  by  August. 


the  same  computer  model  for  New 
York  City. 

By  an  8-5  vote,  the  group  speci¬ 
fied  that  scores  for  New  York  will 
be  withheld  from  the  task  force  un¬ 
til  it  has  made  a  final  selection. 

The  data  would  be  useful  if  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  1996  General  Confer¬ 
ence  want  to  know  how  New  York 
stacks  up  against  the  recommended 
city,  members  said. 

A  financial  projections  commit¬ 
tee,  headed  by  Ralph  W.  Zimmer  of 
Bozeman,  Mont.,  began  work  on 
determining  relocation  costs  and 
sources  of  funding  to  pay  for  the 
Global  Ministries  move. 

On  a  motion  from  the  committee, 
the  task  force  affirmed  the  board’s 
mission,  stated  that  the  mission 
should  not  be  penalized  by  the 
pending  relocation  and  declared 
that  no  mission  money  should  be 
used  to  finance  the  move. 


t 

Moving 

s 

missions 

Cities  still  being  considered 
as  a  site  for  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries'  new 
location  are: 


Atlanta 

Boston 

Charlotte.  N.C. 
Chicago 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Dallas-Ft.  Worth 
Denver 
Detroit 
Houston 
Los  Angeles 


Miami 
Minneapolis- 
St.  Paul 
Nashville 
New  Orleans 
Orlando,  Fla. 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Portland,  Ore. 
San  Francisco 
Seattle 
St.  Louis 
Tampa,  Fla. 
Washington,  D.C. 
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REPAIRS  STILL  NEEDED:  Skilled  or 

unskilled,  makes  no  difference.  The  United 
Methodist  Central  Illinois  conference  needs 
work  teams  for  repairs  and  cleanup  from  1993 
floods.  The  Rev.  Marilyn  Warren,  pastor  of  the 
Hull  Larger  Parish  (Hull,  Kinderhook,  and 
New  Canton  United  Methodist  churches),  says 
only  one-third  of  the  325  homes  flooded  last 
summer  have  been  restored.  Work  teams  are 
needed  to  repair  the  remainder  of  the  commu¬ 
nity.  In  Hull,  Ill.,  alone,  "44,000  acres  of  farm¬ 
land,  churches,  the  parsonage,  and  every 
building  in  town  flooded,"  she  said.  Call  the 
Central  Illinois  conference  office  at  309-828- 
5092  to  make  work  team  arrangements. 


BISHOP  DIES:  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Noah  W.  Moore  Jr.,  92,  died  May  14  in  Atlan¬ 
tic  City  of  cancer.  Elected  a  bishop  in  1960  by 
the  former  Central  (black)  Jurisdiction  of  The 
Methodist  Church,  he  served  South  Central 
states  from  residences  in  New  Orleans  and 
Houston.  Following  dissolution  of  the  racially 
constituted  jurisdiction  in  1968,  Bishop  Moore 
was  assigned  to  the  Nebraska  Area,  becoming 
the  first  black  bishop  assigned  in  the  eight- 
state  South  Central  Jurisdiction.  He  retired  in 
1972. 


URBAN  NETWORK:  “Reclaiming  Sha¬ 
lom  in  the  City”  is  the  theme  of  a  four-day  na¬ 
tional  gathering  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  National  Urban  Strategy  Council 
Feb.  2-5,  1995,  in  Birmingham,  Ala.  Planners 
say  20  workshops  will  address  such  themes  as 
health  care,  mission  evangelism,  economic  de¬ 
velopment  and  racial  prejudice  in  the  urban 
community.  For  more  information,  contact 
John  Schol  at  (212)  870-3832. 

COMMUNITY  CENTER  BENEFIT: 

Historian  and  author  Lerone  Bennett  Jr.  is  the 
keynote  speaker  for  the  II  1th  anniversary  gala 
of  United  Methodist-related  Marcy-Newberry 
Association  June  4  in  Chi¬ 
cago.  Dr.  Bennett  also  is 
executive  editor  of  Ebony 
magazine.  Known  as  Chi¬ 
cago’s  "original  West  Side 
Story,”  Marcy-Newberry 
has  grown  from  an  old  set¬ 
tlement  house  to  a  compre¬ 
hensive  program  with  1 1 
satellite  facilities.  The  or¬ 
ganization  serves  1,000  children  and  adults  in 
low-income  neighbomoods. 


Lerone  Bennett 


Faith  at  work 


Ambassador:  Korean  situation  'volatile' 


missionary  says  North  Korea  pressure  on  South  is  ' enormous ' 


Former  Korean 

By  ALICE  M.  SMITH 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Some  aspects  of  the  job  were 
expected  by  the  Rev.  James  T. 
Laney  when  he  left  the  presiden¬ 
cy  of  Emory  University  in  Atlan¬ 
ta  last  year  to  become  the  U.S. 
ambassador  to  South  Korea. 

What  he  didn’t  anticipate,  he 
said  during  a  brief  visit  to  the 
United  States  in  early  May,  was 
“enormous  and  all-consuming 
pressure”  from  the  north. 

“I  eat,  sleep  and  work  North 
Korea,”  he  said.  “It  is  never  out 
of  my  mind.” 

Working  to  prevent  war 

North  Korea’s  refusal  to  allow 
full  inspection  of  its  nuclear  fa¬ 
cilities  has  created  a  situation  so 
volatile  that  some  fear  the  erup¬ 
tion  of  a  second  Korean  War. 

That,  Dr.  Laney  said,  is  what 
he  and  others  are  working  fever¬ 


ishly  to  prevent. 

“We’re  doing  all  we  can  to 
avoid  violence.  That  would  be 
catastrophic  for  both  Koreas,  for 
the  peninsula.  At  the  same  time, 
North  Korea  really  must  do  cer¬ 
tain  things  . . .  (to)  prove  its  good 
faith  in  terms  of  not  having  a  nu¬ 
clear  program.  That  can  only  be 
proven  by  letting  the  Internation¬ 
al  Atomic  Energy  Agency  come 
in  and  inspect.” 

North  Korea’s  belligerence  has 
also  derailed  hopes  for  reunifying 
north  and  south,  Dr.  Laney  said. 

Relations  going  downhill 

“Several  years  ago  there  was 
exchange  of  officials  for  visits, 
even  some  army  people  ...  a 
good  feeling  and  a  lot  of  talk  of 
unification.  Then  we  got  hung  up 
on  this  nuclear  business,  and  it’s 
been  downhill  ever  since.” 

Dr.  Laney  gave  the  commence¬ 


ment  speech  at 
Emory’s  gradu¬ 
ation  exercises, 
where  he  and 
his  wife,  Berta, 
received  honor¬ 
ary  degrees.  She 
was  cited  for 
her  work  in 
lames  T.  Laney  founding  and 
directing  a  pastoral-care  training 
program  for  laity. 

Dr.  Laney,  a  United  Methodist 
clergyman,  was  dean  of  United 
Methodist-related  Candler 
School  of  Theology  at  Emory  and 
served  16  years  as  the  universi¬ 
ty’s  president. 

South  Korea  of  today  is  dramat¬ 
ically  different  from  the  country 
where  Dr.  Laney  resided  in  1959- 
64,  when  he  taught  at  Yonsei  Uni¬ 
versity.  Then  the  land  was 
devastated  and  impoverished  as  a 
result  of  the  Korean  War. 


“Today  Korea  is  the  13th  larg¬ 
est  economy  in  the  world,  larger 
than  most  countries  in  Europe,” 
Dr.  Laney  said,  “and  is  one  of 
the  powerhouses  of  Asia.” 

Korea  has  the  largest  Christian 
population  (one  third)  in  Asia. 
The  church  is  growing  rapidly, 
with  Presbyterians  in  the  lead 
and  Methodists  second. 

The  Laneys  attend  Chung  Dong 
Methodist  Church  near  their  resi¬ 
dence.  It  was  the  first  Methodist 
church  established  in  Korea — in 
1886 — after  missionaries  had  ar¬ 
rived  a  year  earlier. 

Dr.  Laney  said  he  took  Sen. 
Sam  Nunn  of  Georgia  and  Sen. 
Richard  Lugar  of  Indiana,  both 
Methodists,  to  Chung  Dong 
Church  in  January. 

“I  introduced  them,  and  Sena¬ 
tor  Nunn  gave  a  lovely  greeting 
as  Methodist  to  Methodist.” 

The  Christian  influence  is 


much  stronger  than  its  numerical 
standing  indicates,  he  said. 

“Most  Korean  leaders  have 
been  trained  in  Christian  schools, 
and  many  of  them  are  Christian. 
The  president  of  the  country  is  a 
Presbyterian  elder,  and  his  wife  is 
a  devout  Christian.” 

Dr.  Laney  said  he  frequently 
encounters  students  he  taught  de¬ 
cades  ago.  He  attributes  his  work 
as  a  missionary  with  giving  him 
credibility  with  the  Korean  peo¬ 
ple  who  feel  he  truly  cares  about 
them. 

His  years  teaching  at  Yonsei 
made  up  his  second  stint  in  Korea. 
Dr.  Laney,  stationed  in  Korea  in 
the  U.S.  Army  Counterintelligence 
in  1947-48,  had  come  home  pre¬ 
dicting  war  on  the  peninsula. 

Now  his  considerable  influ¬ 
ence  and  experience  may  be  the 
key  that  keeps  a  lid  on  the  Kore¬ 
an  powder  keg. 


Are  you  ' a  girl  who  can't  say  no'? 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

CINCINNATI,  Ohio — Are  you  like  the 
woman  in  the  musical,  “Oklahoma!”  who 
“can’t  say  no” — especially  when  it  comes 
to  accepting  another  task  from  the  church? 

If  so,  you’d  better  “examine  your  options 
of  decision  making”  and  be  selective  in  your 
service  to  the  church,  says  a  regional  officer 
of  United  Methodist  Women. 

Maggie  Jackson  of  Warrensville 
Heights,  Ohio,  says  that  not  learning  how 
to  say  “No”  properly  can  make  you  a  can¬ 
didate  for  church  burnout.  Then  you  won’t 
be  good  for  anything,  including  yourself. 

“Why  do  you  feel  that  you  need  to  serve 
on  10  church  committees  when  you  know 
you  have  to  be  accountable  to  the  church, 
[your  other]  work  and  your  family,”  asked 
Dr.  Jackson,  vice  president  of  the  North 
Central  Jurisdiction  Core  Planning  Group 
of  United  Methodist  Women. 

“You’ve  got  to  have  some  self-control 
and  not  say  ‘Yes’  every  time  someone  asks 
for  a  volunteer  to  do  something  for  the 
church.  You  can’t  do  everything.” 

Dr.  Jackson  spoke  during  a  focus  group 


titled  “Women  Balancing  Our  Lives: 
Work,  Family,  Church.”  It  was  one  of  65 
concurrent  workshop  sessions  during  the 
recent  Women’s  Division  National  Assem¬ 
bly. 

A  professor  and  chairperson  of  the 
Cleveland  State  University  sociology  de¬ 
partment,  Dr.  Jackson  told  the  Reporter 
she  was  surprised  at  the  high  level  of  inter¬ 
est  in  this  subject.  Out  of  11,300  women 
registered  for  the  assembly,  at  least  900 
signed  up  for  her  two  sessions. 

One  was  Gail  Sly  from  Van  Buren,  Ark., 
who  identified  with  everything  Dr.  Jack- 
son  said. 

“I  have  a  husband  and  two  children, 
ages  2  and  7,  and  I  have  a  job  cleaning 
houses,  but  I  seem  to  spend  all  my  time  at 
the  church,”  the  Arkansan  said.  “It’s  hard 
to  say  ‘No.’  I  love  doing  the  Lord’s  work. 

“But  I  realized  something  was  wrong 
when  my  daughter  said,  ‘We  can  take  the 
old  cot  up  to  the  church  for  you,  Mommy, 
so  when  you’re  at  the  church  late  you  can 
sleep  there.’  ” 

Dr.  Jackson  said  women  like  Ms.  Sly 
need  to  be  told  that  it’s  okay  not  to  accept 


another  church-related  task  when  you 
know  that  you  are  neglecting  your  family 
and  yourself.  However,  part  of  the  prob¬ 
lem  with  this  imbalance,  she  said,  is  get¬ 
ting  women  to  “affirm  who  we  are.” 

“Look  at  the  concept  of  visibility,”  Dr. 
Jackson  continued.  “Women  in  the  church 
have  become  the  decision  makers.  So  we 
accept  these  jobs  because  we  don’t  want  to 
say  ‘I  can’t  do  it.’  Also,  as  part  of  women’s 
history,  we  are  the  caregivers  of  the 
church.  So  we  feel  we  should  always  take 
on  every  task.” 

Finally,  Dr.  Jackson  reminded  the  wom¬ 
en  one  way  to  balance  their  lives  is  to  put 
themselves  first. 

“We’re  not  saying  that  they  should  not 
work  in  the  church  or  give  up  their  respon¬ 
sibilities  as  United  Methodist  Women.  We 
just  don’t  want  these  women  to  be  emo¬ 
tionally  drained,”  she  said.  “We  want 
them  to  be  committed  to  their  families. 

“Christians  need  to  stop  that  roller¬ 
coaster  life,  have  some  control  of  their  en¬ 
vironment  and  manage  their  time  with 
equity.  In  other  words,  Christians  have  to 
decide  who  gets  what.” 


But  do  it  like  a  Christian, 
says  UMW  regional 
officer  Maggie  Jackson. 

H  Be  able  to  listen  to  a  person's 
request  for  assistance. 

I  Always  be  positive,  always  be 
nurturing  and  tell  the  person 
requesting  a  volunteer  that  you 
personally  can’t  do  it  right  now. 
In  this  way,  people  will  not  be 
upset  with  your  answer. 

H  Let  them  know  that  you  are 
committed  to  the  project  and 
suggest  how  to  get  the  project 
done.  You  might  also  give  them 
a  name  of  another  person  who 
could  do  the  task. 

UMR  ILLUSTRATION 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  S 1 .35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  S27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  >10.80  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  adver¬ 
tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

SEEKING  A  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF 
Youth  Ministry,  2000-member  church,  to  serve 
in  a  ministry  team  approach  with  music,  children 
and  adult  directors.  Salary  and  benefits  negotia¬ 
ble.  Resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  1 138,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33731-1138. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 
sought  to  direct  and  administer  graded  choral 
and  handbell  program.  Membership  of  2,000.  Po¬ 
sition  open  June  1.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  C.  Mi¬ 
chael  Haynes.  FUMC,  801  W.  Ave.  B,  Garland, 
TX  75040,  (214)272-2471. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/Children 
Ministries  for  evangelical/conservative  1000  + 
member  congregation  in  east  Dallas  near  Garland. 
Responsible  for  leadership  in  ministry  for  youth/ 
children.  Also  have  opportunity  for  worship  leader¬ 
ship,  preaching,  pastoral  care.  Parsonage  available. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  for 
young,  fast  growing  congregation  in  Gear  Lake 
suburb  of  Houston.  Resumes  to:  Bay  Harbour 
United  Methodist,  Box  714,  League  City,  TX 

77574. 

Contact:  Casa  Linda  UMC,  (214)  321-2601. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Normal,  IL, 
1800-member  growing  multi-staff  church  near 
state  university  campus  in  twin  city  community 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  OF  KOINONIA  Re¬ 
treat  Center,  a  Christian  based  retreat  center  lo¬ 
cated  on  Lake  Sylvia  1  hour  west  of  Minneapolis 
offering  programs  and  hospitality.  Requires  prior 
management  and  promotion  experience  in  a  re¬ 
treat  center  or  camp.  Competitive  compensation 
and  benefits.  Send  resume  with  prior  compensa¬ 
tion  history  to:  Mr.  S  J.  Martin,  Director  of  Ad- 
mmistration,  Hennepin  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church,  511  Groveland  Ave.,  Minne¬ 
apolis.  MN  55403. 

of  100,000.  Responsible  for  the  church’s  total 
education  program.  MCE  or  equivalent  and  relat¬ 
ed  experience  preferred.  Send  resume  by  July  1 
to:  Phares  O’DafTer,  SPRC  Chair,  RR  2,  Box 
65B,  Hudson.  IL  61748.  (309)  747-2644.  (EOE). 

DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS.  New 
England  Conference.  Contact  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  office  for  job  descrip¬ 
tion:  1-800-266-4079.  Application  deadline: 
July  1,  1994. 

PART-TIME  ORGANIST  NEEDED  for  2500- 
member  church  in  East  Texas.  32  rank  Moller 
pipe  organ,  three  services,  and  choir  rehearsal. 
Send  resume  to:  UMR  Dept.  LT,  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 

prehensive  ministry  for  youth  and  education. 
Full-time,  $20,000,  medical  and  dental,  continu¬ 
ing  education.  Resume  to:  St.  Paul's  UMC,  800 
SE41st  Ave.,  Ocala,  FL  34471. 

DIRECTOR,  SERVICE  CENTER,  Cincinnati, 

YOUTH  MINISTER  POSITION.  An  evangelical 
United  Methodist  Church  seeking  person  with  re¬ 
lational  skills,  previous  youth  ministry  experi¬ 
ence  and  an  understanding  of  spiritual  gifts,  to 
direct  a  balanced,  spiritually  mature  youth  group 
of  over  100.  Resumes  and  references  to:  Senior 
Pastor,  Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church, 

1 820  Pearl  Street,  Carrollton,  TX  75006. 

Ohio.  Services:  Service  Center,  the  literature 
sales  and  distribution  headquarters  for  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  provides  quality  services 
to  United  Methodist  Women  and  other  constit¬ 
uencies  of  the  board.  Job  description:  Primary 
responsibilities:  oversee  all  aspects  of  the  Ser¬ 
vice  Center  operations:  including  order  fulfill- 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  DOWNTOWN  Church, 
full-time.  Resume/reference:  Christ  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  467  First  Avenue  North,  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  FL  33701. 

ment,  magazine  circulation,  maintenance  of 
mailing  lists,  customer  service,  maintaining  ap¬ 
propriate  inventory  levels,  budget  control,  pric¬ 
ing,  scheduling,  and  securing  bids  from  printers 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 
cation  for  growing  1500-plus  church.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  David  B.  Wilson,  1100  Central,  Hot 
Springs,  AR  71901. 

imately  40  persons.  Apply  in  writing  by  August 
15,  1994.  Job  begins  September  1,  1994.  Quali¬ 
fications:  BA  or  BS  degree  minimal.  MBA  de¬ 
sirable,  with  3  to  5  years  experience  in  sales. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES,  full¬ 
time,  experience  and  education  preferred,  com¬ 
petitive  salary.  Resume,  references  to:  Rev.  Dean 
Shapley.  Geneva  United  Methodist  Church,  211 
Hamilton,  Geneva,  IL  60134. 

marketing,  finance  or  business  management. 
Contact:  Human  Resources  Department,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Room  1476, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115. 
(212)870-3663. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
and  Family  Ministries  for  growing,  exciting, 
youthful  United  Methodist  congregation.  Full- 
time.  Send  inquiries  or  resumes  to:  Jim  McWhin- 
nie.  1 3  SE  2 1st  Place,  Cape  Coral.  FL  33990. 

VISIT  THE  HEART  OF  INDIA  with  Bob 
Nave,  UM  lay-missionary  to  India  for  27  years. 
For  full  information  write  Bob  at:  8532  Emer¬ 
son  Ave.  S.,  Bloomington,  MN  55420,  or  phone 
(612)884-8786. 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

GREAT  SMOKY  MOUNTAINS  LOT  inside 
Lake  Junaluska  Methodist  Assembly.  Resort 
amenities.  All  utilities.  Paved  road.  $19,500. 
(804)  392-3781  before  June  16.  or  (803)  842- 
5285  after  June  18. 

COKER  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  a  congregation  of  2500 
members  is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Music 
to  begin  on  July  18,  1994.  Call  the  church  office 
at  (210)  494-3455  for  more  details.  Application 
deadline-June  6.  1994. 

GAY/LESBIAN  MINISTRIES—  explore  with 
"Open  Hands,"  quarterly  magazine  of  the  Recon¬ 
ciling  Congregation  Program.  S  16/year.  Free 
sample.  3801  N.  Keeler  Avenue,  Chicago,  IL 
60641.  (312)  736-5526.  Fax:  (312)  736-5475. 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER  for 
700-member  church  with  a  tradition  of  fine  mu¬ 
sic,  liturgical  services  and  outstanding  graded 
choir  program.  Musician  must  have  exceptional 
choral  and  keyboard  skills  and  serve  on  an  active 
worship  planning  team.  The  sanctuary  was  acous¬ 
tically  remodeled  in  1991  to  receive  a  45  rank, 
three-manual  Holtkamp  tracker  organ.  Applicant 
review  is  in  progress.  Send  resume  to:  Pastor 
Bobby  McMillan,  Saint  John’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  1501  University  Avenue,  Lubbock,  TX 
79401. 

FOR  SALE:  TWO  STORY,  TWO  BEDROOM, 

1.5  bath,  fully  furnished,  summer  cottage  in  Des 
Plains  Methodist  Campground,  Cook  County  Illi¬ 
nois  (Chicago)  Forest  Preserve.  All  amenities  in¬ 
cluded.  $  1 4,000  obo.  (3 1 0)  209-12 1 4. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FULL-TIME  Director 
of  Jr.  and  Sr.  high  youth  ministries  at  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  (NW  Arkansas).  Mail  re¬ 
sume  to:  Dr.  Dwight  Heathman,  Chairperson 
SPR  Committee,  525  Sanders,  Springdale,  AR 
72764. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR.  Get 
Ready  Ministries,  the  student  division  of  the 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists.  Qualifi¬ 
cations  include  strong  Christian  experience,  exec¬ 
utive  and  leadership  ability,  youth  ministry 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville, 

NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

ence.  Review  of  applicants  will  begin  June  1  and 
continue  until  position  is  filled.  Projected  start¬ 
ing  date:  August  1.  Contact:  The  Mission  Society 
for  United  Methodists,  Attn:  Julia  McLean  Wil¬ 
liams,  President,  P.O.  Box  1103/125  Clairmont, 
#370.  Decatur,  GA  30031-1103.  Phone:  (404) 
378-8746. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape 
cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal. 
Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1- 
800-728-0573. 

Church  members  ' caught '  laundering  money 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

This  United  Methodist  church 
launders  money. 

United  Methodist  Men  and  their 
wives  of  First  Church  in  Elgin,  Ill., 
literally  launder  money  in  the 
church  kitchen  for  their  “Meals  for 
Millions  Potato  Project”  ministry. 

It  all  began  with  Glen  Lambert,  a 
member  of  the  missions  committee, 
who  is  on  the  management  team  of 
the  Olive  Garden  Restaurant  in 
nearby  West  Dundee,  Ill. 

Mr.  Lambert  gained  permission 
to  have  coins  from  the  wishing  well 
in  the  restaurant  lobby  donated  to 
the  mission  project. 

But  the  coins  had  been  in  the  wa¬ 
ter  so  long  and  were  so  crusty  and 
dirty  that  the  banks  refused  to  ac¬ 
cept  them. 

So  the  committee  brought  the 
coins  to  the  church  and  tried  to  fig¬ 
ure  out  a  way  to  clean  them. 

“We  tried  all  kinds  of  ways,”  mis¬ 
sion  committee  member  Mary  Har¬ 
vey  told  the  Reporter,  laughing. 

She  said  volunteers  put  the  coins 
in  a  small-batch  concrete  mixer  and 
rotate  them  in  a  chemical  cleaning 
solution.  Then  they  run  them 
through  the  church  dishwasher — 
sometimes  several  times — before 
drying  them  and  sorting  them. 

A  local  bank  counts  the  coins 
then  issues  a  check  to  the  Virginia- 
based,  United  Methodist-related 
Society  of  St.  Andrew  Potato  Proj¬ 
ect,  she  said. 

The  society  is  known  for  its  annu¬ 
al  gleaning  projects  in  which  thou¬ 
sands  of  volunteers  scour  six  states 
and  the  District  of  Columbia  for 
fresh  produce  that  has  been  rejected 
by  large  agricultural  companies. 

For  example,  the  gleaners  take 
potatoes  that  don't  quite  measure 
up  to  marketable  standards  and  are 
thus  destined  for  compost  heaps. 

In  just  over  1 0  years,  the  Potato 
Project  has  saved  some  1 50  million 
pounds  of  rejected  potatoes,  send¬ 
ing  them  to  hunger  ministries 
across  the  nation. 

“One  wonderful  part  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  the  payback  segment,”  Ms. 
Harvey  said.  “Donations  from  First 
Church  are  sent  to  the  Society  of  St. 
Andrew.  Then  we  as  a  church  can 
receive  these  ‘outcast’  potatoes  and 
distribute  them  to  the  needy  in  our 


In  the  kitchen  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Elgin,  III., 
Burdette  Race,  Don  Blazier  and 
Dorothy  Meyer  (above)  dry  and 
sort  washed  coins  before  the 
coins  are  taken  to  the  bank  for 
deposit  At  right,  Tom  Ostrander, 
Kyle  and  Melissa  Harvey  and 
Ralph  Apple  proudly  hoist 
potatoes  purchased  with 
"laundered"  pennies. 

community. 

“We  pay  a  penny  for  each  potato,” 
she  continued.  “Each  potato  can  pro¬ 
vide  a  meal.  The  potatoes  don’t  real¬ 
ly  cost  anything.  The  money  is  used 
for  packing  and  shipping.” 

United  Methodist  Men  is  a  na¬ 
tional  sponsor  of  the  Potato  Project 
of  Society  of  St.  Andrew 

The  Potato  Project  has  been  the 
number  one  project  of  Northern  Il¬ 
linois  Conference  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men  for  the  past  two  years,  Ms. 
Harvey  said.  During  that  time  they 
have  received  some  30,000  pounds 
of  potatoes  for  distribution  to  those 
in  need. 
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Puerto  Rican  Methodist  church  cites 
first-year  achievements  of  growth 


IAYUYA,  Puerto 
Rico — The  Rev. 
Miguel  Arroyo- 
Colon  serves 
communion  to  a 
member  at 
Methodism's 
Camp  Corson 
on  the  island  of 
Puerto  Rico. 
Named  for  Bish¬ 
op  Fred  Pierce 
Corson  who 
served  the  Phil¬ 
adelphia  confer¬ 
ence  during  the 
1950s  and  60s, 
the  property  is 
also  traditional¬ 
ly  used  for 
housing  United 
Methodist  Vol- 
unteers-in- 
Mission. 
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By  IORETTA  PURDUE 

STAMFORD,  Conn. — The  newly  autono¬ 
mous  Puerto  Rican  Methodist  church  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  thrive  and  grow  even  in  its  first  year 
of  transition  from  being  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  according  to  Bishop  Victor 
L.  Bonilla. 

Speaking  to  the  executive  committee  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  during  its  recent  meeting,  Bishop 
Bonilla  expressed  gratitude  to  the  board  “and 
its  predecessors”  for  being  instrumental  in  de¬ 
veloping  Methodism  in  Puerto  Rico. 

Reaching  the  unreachable 

Bishop  Bonilla  cited  seven  new  congregations 
launched  last  year  by  the  Affiliated  Autono¬ 
mous  Methodist  Church  of  Puerto  Rico. 

“After  92  years  of  different  relationships  with 
Methodism  in  the  United  States,  ...  we  have 
now  reached  what  some  thought  was  unreach¬ 
able,”  he  said. 

The  new  church  had  been  a  mission,  a  mis¬ 
sionary  conference,  a  provisional  annual  confer¬ 
ence  and  an  annual  conference  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  before  it  began  an  eight-year 
transitional  period  by  action  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  1 992  General  Conference,  its  highest  leg¬ 
islative  body. 

“Methodism  in  Puerto  Rico  is  going  through 
its  best  moments  with  a  great  revival  and  devel¬ 
opment,”  the  bishop  said.  “The  people  are  filled 
with  enthusiasm,”  he  reported,  adding  that  he 
intends  to  hold  massive  evangelistic  services. 

Among  accomplishments  of  the  church’s  first 
year  was  an  inventory  of  all  existing  properties, 
and  launching  construction  of  a  new  church 
building  in  Fajardo,  a  chapel  in  Arecibo  Camp, 
and  a  dormitory  building  to  accommodate  150 
people  in  Camp  Corson.  Restoration  of  several 
chapels  was  completed. 

Land  was  purchased  in  five  locations  for 
building  churches  or  Sunday  school  facilities. 
Construction  will  begin  this  year,  Bishop  Bon¬ 
illa  reported.  Meanwhile,  the  church  is  negotiat- 
ing  purchase  of  land  for  eight  more 
congregations  now  in  rented  facilities. 

“We  are  placing  chaplains  to  minister  in  pris¬ 
ons,  hospitals  (and)  governmental  and  private 
institutions,  and  we  hope  to  expand  this  to  the 
industries,”  Bishop  Bonilla  declared. 

Moved  to  change  trend 

Bishop  Bonilla  said  the  Puerto  Rican  church 
recognized  that  its  dependency  on  The  United 


Methodist  Church  had  been  growing. 

“We  decided  to  change  this  pattern  and  stop 
inflation,”  he  asserted. 

A  two-year  pastoral  salary  and  benefits  freeze 
ended  in  1 994,  to  be  succeeded  by  a  salary  cap 
and  scale  that  may  not  be  violated  by  any 
church,  Bishop  Bonilla  said. 

He  added,  “This  will  allow  us  to  establish  a 
leveled  compensation  for  all  the  pastorate.” 

The  new  church  has  trimmed  $100,000,  12 
percent,  from  its  budget  and  is  building  a  re¬ 
serve  fund  that  church  officials  hope  will  reach 
$  1  million  by  the  year  2000,  when  the  transition 
period  ends. 

The  Methodist  Church  of  Puerto  Rico  raises 
88  percent  of  its  own  budget,  getting  just  12  per¬ 
cent  from  the  church  in  the  United  States,  the 
bishop  said. 


Other  achievements  include  establishing  a 
special  fund  for  theological  education,  begin¬ 
ning  a  Puerto  Rican  promotion  of  Advance  Spe¬ 
cials  located  in  Puerto  Rico,  building  an 
endowment  fund  through  the  Methodist  Foun¬ 
dation  of  Puerto  Rico  and  supporting  the  credit 
union  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Puerto  Rico, 
which  has  more  than  $2  million  in  assets. 

“For  the  first  time,  we  have  churches  with 
budgets  of  more  than  $100,000  and  a  great 
number  beyond  $80,000.  In  a  country  with  a 
Latin  American  economy  these  numbers  mean 
a  great  deal,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Bonilla  praised  the  Volunteers  in  Mis¬ 
sion  from  the  United  States  as  “an  important  el¬ 
ement  in  the  construction  of  church  buildings 
and  parsonages  that  we  are  using.” 


Pastor:  Keep  worship  services 
for  people  with  Alzheimer's  simple 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

MILWAUKEE — Some  worship¬ 
ers  listen  attentively  to  the  Rev. 
Paul  Ketterer’s  brief  meditation.  A 
few  fall  asleep.  Several  become  rest¬ 
less,  and  one  or  two  leave  their  seats 
to  wander  about. 

The  23  confused  persons  attend¬ 
ing  worship  are  residents  of  a  spe¬ 
cial-care  unit  for  people  with 
Alzheimer’s  disease  at  a  medical 
center  in  Burlington,  Wis. 

Mr.  Ketterer,  a  United  Methodist 
pastor  in  Burlington,  has  teamed  up 
with  a  hospital  chaplain  and  the  co¬ 
ordinator  of  the  Alzheimer’s  unit  to 
offer  weekly  worship  services  for 
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The  same  hymns — "I  Come  to  the  Garden 
Alone,"  "Amazing  Grace,"  "What  a  Friend  We 
Have  in  Jesus,"  and  "How  Great  Thou  Art" — are 
used  every  week. 


residents. 

Alzheimer's  patients 

Alzheimer’s,  a  progressive  degen¬ 
erative  brain  disease,  results  in  im¬ 
paired  memory,  thinking  and 
behavior.  Most  people  with  the  dis¬ 
ease  are  older  than  65. 

Mr.  Ketterer  and  his  two  col¬ 
leagues  led  a  workshop  during  the 
recent  “Dialogue  ’94,”  a  gathering 
sponsored  by  the  Congress  on  Min¬ 
istries  in  Specialized  Settings. 

The  umbrella  group  is  made  up  of 
15  chaplaincy  and  ministry  associa¬ 
tions  and  26  religious  bodies,  includ¬ 
ing  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

While  Alzheimer’s  patients’  be¬ 
havior  may  be  childlike,  said  Dean 
Steinmetz,  the  unit  coordinator, 
“we  don’t  treat  them  as  children.” 

“We  want  to  increase  their  digni¬ 
ty  and  self-respect,”  he  said. 

Planning  worship  for  Alzheimer’s 
patients  requires  knowing  the  limit¬ 
ed  abilities  of  the  group,  he  added. 

“Complete  attentiveness  in  wor¬ 
ship  is  a  rare  experience  for  clergy,” 
even  rarer  with  a  congregation  of 
Alzheimer’s  patients,  Mr.  Steinmetz 
observed.  “Not  all  are  able  to  main¬ 
tain  worship  etiquette  .  .  .  (and 
their)  attention  span  declines.” 

Familiar  elements 

Mr.  Ketterer  led  participants 
through  a  typical  worship  service 
for  people  with  Alzheimer’s  and  re¬ 
lated  dementia. 

Since  residents  he  serves  are  pre¬ 
dominantly  Protestant,  with  a  com¬ 
mon  religious  culture,  he  plans  the 
service  around  familiar  elements. 

The  same  hymns — “I  Come  to 
the  Garden  Alone,”  ‘‘Amazing 


Ministers  planning  worship  for 
Alzheimer's  patients  should 
know  the  limited  abilities  of  the 
group. 


Grace,”  “What  a  Friend  We  Have 
in  Jesus,”  and  “How  Great  Thou 
Art” — are  used  every  week. 

Since  such  hymns  are  likely  to  be 
in  residents’  permanent  memory- 
bank  since  childhood,  they  are  reas¬ 
suring  to  people  with  memory  loss, 
Mr.  Ketterer  said. 

Singing  each  verse  twice  often  in¬ 
creases  participation  of  those  who 
can  no  longer  read  the  words,  an¬ 
other  participant  said. 

Mr.  Kettering  also  offered  these 
suggestions: 

•/  Keep  the  service  simple. 

■/  Print  worship  bulletins  in 
large  type  and  pass  them  out  one 
page  at  a  time  to  reduce  confusion. 

f  Wear  a  robe  to  help  confused 
residents  identify  the.  wearer  as  the 
clergy  leader. 

v  Use  the  familiar  King  James 
Version  of  Scripture  passages  such 
as  Psalm  23. 

/  Have  a  staff  person  distribute 
bulletins  and  care  for  “wanderers.” 

S  Remember  that  patients  re¬ 
spond  to  feelings  better  than  to  the¬ 
ology. 

f  In  meditations,  call  forth  the 
experiences  of  life,  tell  stories  and 
use  simple  concrete  language  and 
images. 

The  Rev.  Marcia  Marino,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Church  of  Christ  hospital  chap¬ 
lain,  said  that  during  her  first 
worship  service  in  a  locked  demen¬ 
tia  unit  she  realized  that  the  ser¬ 
vice — which  she  had  used  with 
other  long-term  care  units — was 
“all  wrong  and  too  long.” 

Her  struggle,  Ms.  Marino  said, 
has  been  to  Find  theological  answers 
to  the  question  “What  does  it  mean 
to  have  Alzheimer’s  disease  in  the 
community  of  faith?” 

These  patients  often  receive  mes¬ 
sages  from  the  society  and  the  reli¬ 
gious  community  that  “You  are  an 
outsider;  you  are  disabled;  you  are 
different,”  she  said. 


Church  starts 
support  group 
for  writers 

WEST  HOLLYWOOD, 
Calif — Calling  all  screenwriters, 
and  other  “wannabe”  writers. 

Crescent  Heights  United 
Methodist  Church  of  West  Hol¬ 
lywood  is  inviting  writers  to 
join  its  new  Writers’  Support 
Group. 

Why  a  writers'  support  group 
sponsored  by  a  church'? 

“Why  not?”  asks  the  church’s 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Tom  Griffith. 

“This  community,  and  even 
our  own  congregation,  has  a 
large  number  of  persons  who 
seek  to  express  their  creativity 
through  writing.  Most  often, 
writing  in  Hollywood  is  far 
more  a  labor  of  love  than  a 
source  of  sustaining  income. 

“And  yet  the  scripts  and 
books  which  are  purchased  and 
published  or  produced  have  an 
immense  influence  on  our  soci¬ 
ety,  simply  because  of  the  large 
numbers  of  people  who  read  or 
see  those  productions,”  he  says. 

“We  think  it  is  important  to 
provide  a  means  of  emotional 
and  spiritual  support  to  those 
who  seek  to  influence  our  soci¬ 
ety  with  their  writing.  We  also 
feel  that  we,  as  a  church,  should 
challenge  writers  to  be  able  to 
articulate  the  spiritual  and  so¬ 
cial  values  which  their  scripts  or 
books  showcase. 

“Too  often,  writers  are  so 
concerned  with  developing 
scripts  which  are  ’marketable' 
that  they  don’t  stop  to  ask 
themselves  the  big  question: 
What  behavior  am  I  trying  to 
encourage  or  ideas  am  I  trying 
to  promote  with  my  script? 

“These,”  said  Mr.  Griffith, 
“are  the  sorts  of  questions  we 
will  be  discussing  each  week  in 
the  Writer’s  Support  Group.  In 
addition,  we  will  do  what  we 
can  in  mutual  support  to  help 
each  writer  work  through  his  or 
her  own  spiritual  development 
and  be  able  to  sell  his  or  her 
product.” 

For  more  information  con¬ 
tact  (2 1 3)  656-5336. 


Lutherans  deny  police, 
prisons  end  violence 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 
Religious  News  Service 

Cain  murdered  Abel.  Shechmen 
raped  Dinah.  David  plotted  the 
death  of  Uriah.  Violence  is  as  old  as 
the  oldest  stories  of  the  Bible. 

And,  as  the  daily  newspapers  and 
newscasts  make  increasingly  plain, 
it  is  a  pervasive  part  of  contempo¬ 
rary  life.  But,  as  one  church  docu¬ 
ment  says,  violence  is  taking  on 
“disturbingly  new  aspects.” 

“Today,  the  word  ‘violence’  evokes 
images  of  random  shootings  and 
muggings  on  city  streets  and  country 
lanes;  savage  abuse  of  women,  men 
and  children;  senseless  brutality  de¬ 
picted  in  movies,  TV  shows  and  vid¬ 
eo  games,”  according  to  a  new 
statement  by  the  Church  Council  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  based  in  Chicago. 

“The  breakdowns  of  families  and 
communities  is  a  widespread  fact, 
and  violence  one  of  its  wages,”  the 
church’s  “Message  on  Community 
Violence”  says. 

The  statement,  adopted  by  the  5.2- 
million-member  denomination’s 
Church  Council  in  mid-April,  is  cur¬ 
rently  being  circulated  among  church 
members  as  a  response  and  resource 
in  the  current  debate  over  crime  and 


But,  as  one  church 
document  says,  violence 
is  taking  on  "disturbingly 
new  aspects." 

violence  in  American  society. 

“Violent  crime  and  those  who 
perpetuate  it  must  be  stopped,”  the 
statement  declares.  “The  challenge 
is  to  restrain  violence  in  ways  that 
effectively  limit  it  and  that  do  not 
simply  repay  violence  with  more  vi¬ 
olence.” 

The  statement  seeks  to  broaden 
the  debate  over  violence  to  include 
more  than  just  the  crime  and  gun 
control  debate  and  to  argue  that 
both  social  and  individual  factors 
are  causes  for  violence. 

“The  collapse  of  families,  eco¬ 
nomic  injustices,  breakdown  of 
community  institutions,  unemploy¬ 
ment,  inadequate  moral  formation 
and  guidance,  personal  irresponsi¬ 
bility,  racism,  sexism,  inability  to 
deal  with  anger  and  conflict,  homo¬ 
phobia,  low  self-esteem,  psychologi¬ 
cal  problems,  biochemical 
imbalances,  and  substance  abuse — 
these  and  other  factors  lie  behind 
the  incidence  of  violent  crime  to¬ 
day,”  the  statement  says. 


From  camper  to  pastor 

Another  new  minister  steps  into  a  pulpit 


By  KNOX  BREWER 

BOSTON,  Mass. — Like  many 
other  students  across  the  country, 
Kevin  Zabomey  will  graduate  in  a 
few  weeks  and  will  face  an  enor¬ 
mous  transition — from  the  theoreti¬ 
cal  sanctuary  of  the  classroom  to 
the  practical  arena  of  the  real  world. 

After  three  years  at  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity’s  School  of  Theology,  Mr. 
Zabomey  will  become  the  new  min¬ 
ister  at  a  United  Methodist  church 
in  the  Detroit  area. 

There  were  many  factors  which 
influenced  Mr.  Zabomey’s  decision 
to  enter  the  ministry — beginning  at 
age  1 3  when  he  was  in  church  camp. 

Upon  entering  the  University  of 
Michigan,  he  decided  to  major  in 
psychology,  paving  the  way  to  serve 
as  a  future  counselor.  After  college, 
he  exercised  his  counseling  skills  at 
the  Boysville  of  Michigan,  a  resi¬ 
dential  center  assisting  troubled 
teenagers  from  broken  homes. 

“A  lot  of  these  kids  have  no  place 
to  go.  They  are  unable  to  talk  to 
family  members,  for  one  reason  or 
another,  and,  instead,  internalize 
their  frustrations.  Inevitably  it 
erupts.  They  aren’t  necessarily  bad 
kids;  they’re  just  misguided,”  Mr. 
Zabomey  says. 

Counseling  these  boys  for  three 
years  taught  him  not  only  that  he 
was  interested  in  helping  to  guide 
people,  but  also  how  great  a  need 
exists  for  this  service.  At  this  point, 
he  decided  to  make  a  commitment 
to  the  church. 

Church  in  community 

In  coming  to  Boston  University 
with  its  diverse  campus,  Mr.  Zabor- 
ney  was  exposed  to  a  broad  range  of 
ideas  and  cultural  backgrounds. 

Much  as  he  was  broadened  by  his 
experience  at  the  university,  Mr.  Za¬ 
bomey  believes  that  the  church  suf¬ 
fers  from  a  lack  of  integration  and 
needs  to  open  itself  to  the  larger  com¬ 
munity. 

He  has  many  innovative  plans  for 
his  future  congregation  based  upon 
his  dynamic  vision  of  the  role 
churches  can  play  in  society.  The 
church  must  become  a  more  inte¬ 
gral  part  of  the  community,  as  it  has 


Kevin  Zabomey 

...new  minister,  new  ministry 


been  historically,  he  said  he  be¬ 
lieves. 

“Information  travels  so  quickly 
these  days,  and  the  church  needs  to 
keep  up;  it  should  take  advantage  of 
advancements  in  technology  and 
get  messages  out  to  the  people. 

‘‘Look  at  the  Mormons — they 
have  an  incredibly  positive  ad  cam¬ 
paign  that  targets  current  social 
problems.  We  have  the  power  to 
positively  impact  the  community — 
we  just  need  to  access  the  networks 
of  information  distribution,”  he 
says. 

Congregational  turnover 

Mr.  Zabomey  points  to  societal 
changes  which  have  contributed  to 
the  church’s  evolution.  With  an  in¬ 
creasingly  transient  population, 
there  is  a  continual  turnover  in 
church  congregations. 

Also,  since  the  1960s,  there  has 
been  a  precipitous  drop  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  new  church  buildings;  howev¬ 
er,  the  church  needs  to  make  a 
visible  impression  on  a  community. 

“Churches  must  tap  into  the  fab¬ 
ric  of  society.  I,  as  a  future  minister, 
can’t  take  a  back  seat.  There  has  to 
be  an  open,  relevant  dialogue  in  the 
church — I  need  to  give  the  people 
the  guidance  they  seek,”  he  says. 

As  graduation  approaches,  Mr. 
Zabomey’s  excitement  about  his  fu¬ 
ture  grows. 


Theologian's  prison-based 
love  letters  published 


By  CHRISTOPHER  HERLINGER 

Religious  News  Service 

In  his  last  letter  to  the  woman  he 
loved,  the  quiet  Lutheran  pastor 
held  prisoner  in  Cell  92  wrote  of  si¬ 
lence  and  connection,  loneliness 
and  love. 

. .  (The)  quieter  it  is  around 
me,  the  clearer  do  I  feel  the  connec¬ 
tion  to  you.  It  is  as  though  in  soli¬ 
tude  the  soul  develops  senses  which 
we  hardly  know  in  everyday  life. 

“What  is  happiness  and  unhappi¬ 
ness?  It  depends  so  little  on  the  cir¬ 
cumstances;  it  depends  really  on 
what  happens  inside  a  person.  I  am 
grateful  every  day  that  I  have  you, 
and  that  makes  me  happy.” 

Written  only  months  before  the 
prisoner's  execution,  the  letter 
shows  a  side  of  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer 
only  hinted  at  previously. 

Arguably  the  most  influential 
Christian  theologian  of  this  century, 
Bonhoeffer  was  executed  by  his 


Nazi  captors  just  weeks  before  the 
Allied  victory  in  1945  for  his  role  in 
a  failed  assassination  plot  against 
Adolf  Hitler. 

Rarely  in  his  theological  writings 
did  Bonhoeffer — a  man  of  formida¬ 
ble  intellect,  traditional  Prussian 
bearing  and  uncommon  Christian 
commitment — seem  like  he  might 
also  be  a  tender  lover. 

That  view  may  change,  though, 
when  the  love  letters  Bonhoeffer 
wrote  to  Maria  von  Wedemeyer  are 
published  in  the  United  States  next 
spring  to  commemorate  the  50th 
anniversary  of  his  death. 

The  book  is  entitled,  “Love  Let¬ 
ters  from  Cell  92:  Dietrich  Bon¬ 
hoeffer  and  Maria  von  Wedemeyer, 
1943-1945.” 

Abingdon  Press,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  publisher,  has  won  the  North 
American  rights  to  publish  the  let¬ 
ters. 


MAY  27,  1994 


Louisiana  Conference  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


PAGE  6 


THE  METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  ORLEANS 

Caring  for  Abused,  Neglected  and  Abandoned  Children 

DR.  RICHARD  E.  HODGES  DANNA  G.  ANDRUS,  MA  DR.  GEORGE  W.  C.  CALVIN  SR. 

Chief  Executive  Officer  Executive  Officer  Institutional  Development 


PLEASE  HELP  US  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  NEEDS  OF  OUR  SPECIAL  CHILDREN . 


815  Washington  Ave.  New  Orleans  LA  504/895-7709 


r&r 

o* 
aim  * 
cdq  * 

vj  m 


Persons  attending  Annual  Conference  can  look  for  this  billboard 
advertising  First  UMC,  Shreveport.  The  painter  is  Al  Francis,  LEFT, 
giving  lessons  to  Rev.  Pat  Day,  senior  pastor.  The  billboard  on  Com¬ 
mon  Street  is  donated  by  the  Jack  Lamb  Family. 

Fellowship  moves  into  new  church 


Boy  Scouts  move  chairs  into  the  new  structure  for  Fellowship  UMC, 
Bossier  City.  After  more  than  three  years  of  worshipping  in  a 
school,  the  congregation  has  moved  into  its  beautiful  new  church. 


Rev.  Greg  Davis,  pastor  of  Fellowship,  is  pictured  in  the  new  church 
on  the  first  Sunday  it  opened  when  about  400  persons  came  to  wor¬ 
ship.  With  him  are  his  wife,  Cynthia,  and  their  two  children,  Kath-* 
ryn  and  Claire.  The  interior,  following  a  current  trend,  has  tall 
ceilings  and  an  open  airy  look. 

Ordinations,  consecrations  set 


The  Service  of  Ordination  and 
Consecration  is  always  a  high¬ 
light  of  Annual  Conference.  The 
service  is  set  for  Wednesday  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  First  UMC. 

To  be  ordained  as  elders  and 
accepted  into  full  connection  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church 
are:  Lyndle  R.  Bullard,  Martin 
W.  Corie,  Daniel  P.  Gleason, 
Barry  Hoekstra,  Barry  E. 
Hughes,  Marcell  A.  Johnson  I, 
Daniel  H.  Miller,  Terilynn  Russ 
and  Rhonda  E.  Feurtado  Yonley. 
Those  whose  orders  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  are  Jeffery  D.  Conner, 
Charles  W.  Crews  and  Graham 


Matthews. 

To  be  ordained  as  deacons  are 
Chris  A.  Blanchard,  Ellen  J. 
Blue,  Charlotte  Treadway  Brent, 
Edward  A.  F.  Goff,  Henry  M. 
Hamilton  Jr.,  Richard  C.  Hoo- 
ton,  Mary  Cille  Irby,  Rebecca 
Aist  McFee  and  Matthew  J.  G. 
Tisby. 

To  be  consecrated  as  diaconal 
ministers  are  Lusinda  T.  Warren 
and  Carolyn  Orr  Foster. 

Moving  day  for  ministers  this 
year  will  be  the  Tuesday  after 
Annual  Conference,  June  14. 


Special  Shreveport  events  slated 


Scheduled  during  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Shreveport  are  a  number  of 
special  events. 

The  Centenary  Clergy  Alumni 
Dinner  will  be  held  at  5:15  p.m. 
Monday,  June  6,  in  the  South  Cafe¬ 
teria  at  Centenary  College. 

Scheduled  for  Monday  at  5:30 
p.m.  in  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  6312  Sand 
Beach  Blvd.,  is  the  Board  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry  Gathering  and 
Sharing  Event  for  all  ministerial 
candidates  in  seminary  and  in  post¬ 
academic  programs,  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Training  and  Or¬ 
ders  and  all  spouses. 

Planned  for  Tuesday,  June  7,  at  7 
a.m.  are  the  Cursillo  Breakfast  in 
Broadmoor  UMC  and  the  Board  of 
Laity  Breakfast  in  South  Cafeteria 
at  Centenary.  The  following  events 
are  slated  for  the  middle  of  the  day 
Tuesday,  June  7:  Retired  Ministers’ 
Luncheon,  Noel  UMC,  11:45  a.m.; 
Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts 
Luncheon,  Centenary  Cafeteria, 
noon;  COSROW  Luncheon,  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  12:30  p.m.  and  Iliff 
Alumni  Luncheon,  Ralph  and  Ka- 
coo’s  Restaurant,  Bossier  City, 
12:30  p.m. 

The  Asbury  Alumni  Banquet  is 
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Music  and  preaching  to  spark  Conference 


The  musical  portions  of  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference  in  Shreveport 
promise  to  be  exciting  and  inspira¬ 
tional,  with  Rev.  Judy  Loehr  of 
Nashville,  Conference  song  leader, 
directing  and  various  groups  partic¬ 
ipating.  Incorporated  into  the 
morning  and  evening  worship  ser¬ 
vices  during  the  week  of  June  6-9 
will  be  vocal  and  instrumental  mu¬ 
sic  plus  congregational  hymn  sing¬ 
ing.  “God  Is  Here”  will  be  the 
Conference  theme  for  the  week. 

The  preaching,  to  be  done  by 
some  outstanding  speakers,  also  has 
the  potential  to  inspire  those  at¬ 
tending. 

Bishop  William  Oden  will  preside 
and  will  open  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Shreveport  by  celebrating 
Holy  Communion  at  the  1:30  p.m. 
session  in  Centenary’s  Gold  Dome. 
Co-celebrants  will  be  Bishop  Dan  E. 
Solomon  of  the  Oklahoma  Area  and 
Dr.  Tom  W.  Bovd,  professor  in  the 
Philosophy  of  Religion  and  Ethics 
Department  at  the  University  of 
Oklahoma.  The  visitors  are  two  of 


the  Conference  preachers. 

Rev.  Marva  Mitchell,  pastor  of 
Felicity  UMC  in  New  Orleans  and 
executive  director  of  Peoples  Com¬ 
munity  Center  in  the  inner  city,  has 
been  selected  to  preach  during  the 
opening  Service  of  Memorial  and 
Holy  Communion.  She  had  a  30- 
year  banking  career  while  a  resident 
of  California  before  entering  the 
ministry. 

Since  United  Methodists  make 
up  a  “singing  church,”  Loehr,  direc¬ 
tor  of  worship  and  outreach  minis¬ 
tries  for  Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in 
Nashville,  will  lead  “A  Night  of 
Hymn-Singing”  as  the  half  hour 
Pre-Service  Music  prior  to  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  Ordination  and  Consecra¬ 
tion  on  Wednesday  evening.  The 
singing  will  begin  at  7  p.m.  in  First 
UMC,  Shreveport. 

Loehr,  who  recently  earned  a 
master  of  divinity  degree  from  Van¬ 
derbilt  Divinity  School  also  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  61st  Avenue  UMC, 
Nashville.  A  frequent  visitor  to 
Louisiana,  she  also  holds  a  master 
of  music  degree  from  Peabody  Con¬ 


servatory/Johns 
Hopkins  Uni¬ 
versity. 

Accompanist 
will  be  Stephen 
Distad  of  First 
UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port,  who  also 
will  accompany 
Loehr  as  she  di¬ 
rects  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Ministers’ 


Rev.  Judy  Loehr 


Choir  in  special  music  during  the  ser¬ 
vice. 

The  Brass  Choir  of  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  will  perform 
during  the  opening  Service  of  Me¬ 
morial  and  Holy  Communion  on 
Monday  afternoon.  Director  will  be 
Sidney  Montegudo,  director  of  mu¬ 
sic  at  the  church.  “All  Hail  the  Pow¬ 
er  of  Jesus’  Name”  and  “Fairest 
Lord  Jesus,”  both  arranged  by  Kerr, 
will  be  among  selections. 

That  evening  at  First  UMC,  the 
Conference  Youth  Choir  will  be 
heard  during  a  period  of  Pre-Ser¬ 
vice  Music  at  7  p.m.  in  First  UMC. 


Bishop  William  Rev.  Marva 

Oden  Mitchell 

The  youths  will  be  directed  by  Dr. 
Sara  Lynn  Baird,  music  director  of 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  McCoy  Ransom,  or¬ 
ganist  at  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston. 
“God  Is  a  Rock”  and  "Lord  of  the 
Dance”  will  be  among  selections. 

Singing  a  program  of  Pre-Service 
Music  prior  to  the  Service  of  Retire¬ 
ment  Tuesday  will  be  the  Corner¬ 
stone  Quartet  —  Bill  Carter,  Dee 
Belcher,  Hoye  Grafton  and  Justin 
Garrison.  Accompanist  will  be 
Micky  Cloud,  director  of  music  at 
Trinity. 

The  agenda  and  schedules  are 
listed  below. 


Conference  Program  and  Agenda 


1:30  p.m. 


6:45  a.m. 


8:30  a.m. 


9:15  a.m. 


set  for  5:15  Tuesday,  June  7,  in 
First  UMC,  Shreveport.  Gammon 
Alumni  Banquet  will  be  held  in 
Pete  Harris  Cafe  (the  new  Free¬ 
mans)  at  5:30  p.m.  that  day. 

Three  events  will  be  held  in  dif¬ 
ferent  rooms  of  First  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port  at  5:30  p.m.  Tuesday.  They  are 
Candler  Alumni  Banquet,  St.  Paul 
Alumni  Banquet  and  Duke  Alumni 
Banquet.  Perkins  Alumni  Banquet 
will  be  held  at  that  time  in  First 
UMC,  Bossier  City. 

Tuesday  at  9  p.m.,  a  reception 
honoring  clergy  retirees  will  be  held 
in  First  UMC,  Shreveport. 

Scheduled  for  Wednesday,  June 
8,  are:  Conference  Board  of  Trust¬ 
ees  Breakfast,  Chateau  Suite  Hotel 
7  a.m.;  The  Order  of  Saint  Luke 
Luncheon  (friends  invited),  Shon- 
ey’s  Restaurant,  intersection  of 
Youree  and  King’s  Highway,  noon. 

Also  on  Wednesday:  Luncheon 
for  chaplains  and  others  in  special 
appointments  beyond  the  local 
church,  Centenary  Room,  Centena¬ 
ry  Cafeteria,  12:15  p.m.;  United 
Methodist  Men  Luncheon,  Cente¬ 
nary  Cafeteria,  12:30  p.m.;  Clergy 
Spouses  Luncheon,  First  UMC, 
Shreveport,  12:30  p.m.  and  Chris¬ 
tian  Educators  Fellowship  Banquet, 
First  UMC,  Shreveport,  5:30  p.m. 


1 1:30  a.m. 
12:15  p.m. 

2:00  p.m. 


3:15  p.m. 
3:30  p.m. 


4:30  p.m. 


Monday,  June  6, 1994 
Gold  Dome 
Centenary  College 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 

Service  of  Memorial  and  Holy  Communion 
Celebrant  —  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
Co-celebrants  —  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon 
Dr.  Tom  W.  Boyd 
Preacher  —  Rev.  Marva  Mitchell 
Special  Music  —  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
Brass  Choir 

—  Rev.  Judy  Loehr 
Organization  of  the  Conference 
Clergy  Session  —  Brown  Chapel 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Reports 
Laity  Session  —  Gold  Dome 
Speaker  —  Timothy  E.  Moss,  Director 

Development  of  Designated  Laity 
Leadership;  General  Board  of 
Discipleship 
(Break  for  Dinner) 

Evening  Worship  Service 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
7  p.m.  Pre-Service  Music 
7:30  p.m.  Worship 

Preacher  —  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon,  Oklahoma  Area 
Special  Music  —  Conference  Youth  Choir 

Tuesday,  June  7.  1994 
Centenary  College 
Hargrove  Memorial  Theater 

Sunrise  Devotional  Service,  Board  of  Laity 

Gold  Dome 

Morning  Worship 
Preacher  —  Dr.  Tom  W.  Boyd 
Song  Leader  —  Rev.  Judy  Loehr 
Opening  Prayer  —  Rev.  Robert  Potter 
District  Superintendent,  Shreveport 
Welcome  —  Mayor  Hazel  Beard,  City  of  Shreveport 
—  Dr.  Kenneth  L.  Schwab, 

President,  Centenary  College 
—  Dr.  Pat  Day,  Senior  Pastor, 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
Committee  on  the  Journal 
Episcopal  Address  —  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
Lay  Address  —  Judge  Carl  E.  Stewart 
Committee  on  the  Episcopacy 
“VISION  2000” 

Russian  Initiative  Report 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
(Unified  Report) 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Fair 
Announcements  and  Adjournment 
(Break  for  Lunch) 

Conference  Center  Report 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries 

—  For  Action  and  Consent  Calendar 

United  Methodist  Publishing  House  Representative 

Recess 

Awards  and  Presentations 
Centenary  College 
Dillard  University 
Committee  on  Nominations 
Committee  on  Rules 
Announcements  and  Adjournment 
(Break  for  Dinner) 

Service  of  Retirement 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
7  p.m.  Pre-Service  Music 
7:30  p.m.  Worship 

Preacher  —  Dr.  Tom  W.  Boyd 
Special  Music  —  Cornerstone  Quartet 
(Reception  Honoring  the  Retirees  in  Bain  Hall 
at  the  Conclusion  of  the  Service) 


Wednesday,  June  8,  1994 
Centenary  College 
Hargrove  Memorial  Theater 

6:45  a.m.  Sunrise  Devotional  Service,  Board  of  Laity 

Gold  Dome 

8:30  a.m.  Morning  Worship 

Preacher  —  Dr.  Tom  W.  Boyd 
Song  Lead,::  —  Rev.  Judy  Loehr 
9:15  a.m.  Committee  on  the  Journal 
Laity  Report 

—  Conference  Board  of  Laity 
—  Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship 
—  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club 
—  United  Methodist  Men 
—  United  Methodist  Women 
—  United  Methodist  Youth 
10:15  a.m.  Recess 

10:30  a.m.  Representatives  from  Church  Agencies 
—  United  Methodist  Seminaries 
—  Lydia  Patterson  Institute 
—  Mt.  Sequoyah 

Representative  from  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal 
1 1 :00  a.m.  Board  of  Pensions 
1 1 : 1 5  a.m.  Retirees  to  Address  the  Conference 
1 2: 1 5  p.m.  Announcements  and  Adjournment 
(Break  for  Lunch) 

2:00  p.m.  Introduction  of  Persons  in  Special  Appointments 
Beyond  the  Local  Church 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Foundation 
2:30  p.m.  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

Ordinands  to  Address  the  Conference 
Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 
Diaconals  to  be  consecrated  to 
Address  the  Conference 
Conference  Chancellor’s  Report 
Council  on  Finance  &  Administration 
Conference  Treasurer  &  Statistician 
Commission  on  Equitable  Compensation 
4:30  p.m.  Announcements  and  Adjournment 
(Break  for  Dinner) 

Service  of  Ordination  and  Consecration 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
7:00  p.m.  Pre-Service  Music 
7:30  p.m.  Worship 

Preacher  —  Dr.  Tom  W.  Boyd 
Special  Music  —  Conference  Ministers'  Choir 
Rev.  Judy  Loehr 

(Reception  Honoring  Ordinands,  Newly  Consecrated 
Diaconal  Ministers  in  Bain  Hall  at  the 
Conclusion  of  the  Service) 

Thursday,  June  9,  1994 
Centenary  College 
Hargrove  Memorial  Theater 

6:45  a.m.  Sunrise  Devotional  Service,  Board  of  Laity 

Gold  Dome 

8:30  a.m.  Opening  Prayer 

Committee  on  the  Journal 
Conference  Board  of  Trustees 
Awards  and  Presentations 
Committee  on  Petitions 
Representatives  from  Church  Agencies 
—  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
—  Campus  Ministry  —  SMU 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation 
Committee  on  Courtesies 

Where  shall  the  next  session  of  the  Conference  be  held? 


The  Service  of  Sending  Forth 

The  Fixing  of  Appointments  —  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
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Churches  have 
role  in  curbing 
drunk  driving 

When  was  the  last  time  you  heard  good  news 
about  drinking  and  driving? 

Take  heart!  The  New  York  Times  recently  re¬ 
ported  that  the  war  against  drunken  driving  is 
paying  off. 

“Over  the  past  15  years,"  the  Times  stated  in 
a  special  report,  “the  incidence  of  driver  intoxi- 

- cation  in  fatal  crash- 

pHltAl'iol  es  has  been  cut  by 
1U1  Idl  almost  a  third.” 

Citing  data  gath¬ 
ered  by  the  National  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Ad¬ 
ministration,  the  report  said  that  recent  years’ 
emphasis  on  the  often-tragic  results  of  drinking 
and  driving  has  been  effective.  The  report  noted: 
“Drunken  driving  has  increasingly  come  to  be 
seen  by  Americans  as  unacceptable." 

As  factors  in  the  reduction  of  intoxication-re¬ 
lated  accidents,  The  Times  cited: 

1)  Tougher,  innovative  laws; 

2)  Widespread  public  service  advertisments 
that  promote  temperance  and  designated  driv¬ 
ers;  and 

3)  The  growth  of  aggressive  advocacy  organi¬ 
zations  like  Mothers  Against  Drunk  Driving. 

We  celebrate  this  good  news.  But  we  lament  the 
fact  that  the  story  overlooks  the  contributions 
made  by  the  church  to  the  campaign  against  sub¬ 
stance  abuse.  Consider  these  specifics: 

■/  Social-action  agencies  of  most  Protestant 
denominations  have  campaigned  on  Capitol 
Hill  for  legislation  that  would  curtail  or  elimi¬ 
nate  alcohol  advertising  aimed  at  young  adults. 

f  Countless  congregations  each  week  wel¬ 
come  chapters  of  Alcoholics  Anonymous  and/or 
Narcotics  Anonymous.  In  so  doing,  these  con¬ 
gregations  provide  support  for  substance  abus¬ 
ers  in  their  fight  against  addiction. 

Thankfully,  the  Times  report  gives  reason  to 
believe  that  the  combined  efforts  of  churches, 
civic  groups  and  law  enforcement  agencies  are 
making  a  positive  impact. 

But  it  also  makes  clear  that  alcohol-related  ac¬ 
cidents  continue  to  take  a  terrible  toll  on  U.S. 
highways.  According  to  the  Traffic  Safety  Ad¬ 
ministration,  a  drunken  driving  fatality  occurs 
once  every  30  minutes  on  average. 

As  Christians  committed  to  ending  such 
senselessness,  we  should  be  encouraged  by  the 
progress  made  thus  far  and  “keep  on  keeping 
on.”  That’s  particularly  important  as  the  season 
of  school  graduations  and  wedding  celebrations 
kicks  in  with  its  predictable  rash  of  parties  and 
other  outings  at  which  alcohol  flows. 

In  addition  to  supporting  strict  enforcement 
of  laws  aimed  at  curbing  drunk  driving,  congre¬ 
gations  should  consider  other  ways  to  empha¬ 
size  that  such  behavior  is  unacceptable. 

For  example: 

■  Sponsor  and/or  promote  social  activities 
for  graduates  that  do  not  include  alcoholic  bev¬ 
erages. 

■  Conduct  anti-substance  abuse  programs  for 
young  people,  perhaps  with  the  assistance  of 
groups  like  Mothers  Against  Drunk  Driving. 

■  Sponsor  an  essay  award  contest  for  young 
people  on  a  theme  such  as  “Why  I  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian  oppose  drinking  while  driving.” 

Driving  home  the  theme  that  drinking  is  un¬ 
acceptable  is  one  of  the  best  ways  we  know  to 
see  that  others  are  able  to  drive  home. 


'Om/  'Shalom'  blend  in  acts  of  love 


Second  of  five  parts 

SIKLES,  NEPAL — As  1  sat  silently  on 
the  small  bench  in  Kul’s  home,  I  was 
stunned  by  what  I  saw — and  didn’t  see. 

By  a  chance  encounter,  Kul,  a  35-year- 
old  Hindu  schoolteacher  in  this  Himala¬ 
yan  mountain  village  of  3,000,  had  invited 
a  few  of  my  fellow  trekkers  and  me  to  his 
home.  It  would  give  us  a  chance,  he  said  in 
good  English,  to  see  how  a  typical  Nepali 
family  lived. 

Kul’s  dwelling  was  part  of  a  rectangular 
one-story  building  that  housed  other  fam¬ 
ilies  like  his.  He,  his  wife,  two  children 
and  father  occupied  two  small  rooms  near 
the  end  of  the  stone  and  timber  structure. 

Nearly  barren 

Inside,  Kul’s  home  was  dim  and  nearly 


barren.  A  cleanly  swept  dirt  floor.  An  open 
fire-pit  at  one  end  of  a  combination  kitch- 
en-dining-living-bedroom.  A  single  tiny 
window  through  which  even  midday  sun¬ 
light  scarcely  pierced.  A  few  shelves  along 
the  back  and  side  on  which  the  family’s 
meager  possessions  were  stored  . . . 

His  father  slept  in  the  “other”  room, 
Kul  explained.  He  and  his  son  slept  to¬ 
gether  on  one  side  of  the  multipurpose 
room,  and  his  wife  and  daughter  slept  on 
the  other  side,  he  said. 

Amazed  at  the  austerity,  I  sat  listening 
to  Kul  and  taking  it  all  in. 

With  a  schoolteacher’s  annual  income  of 
$1,500  (U.S.  equivalent),  Kul  was  affluent 
by  standards  in  Nepal  where  per  capita  in¬ 
come  is  a  mere  $  1 60. 

In  America,  I  thought,  average  homes 
have  bathrooms  larger  than  Kul’s  entire 


dwelling.  So  lacking  was  it  in  “things” — 
furniture,  appliances,  knick-knacks — that 
even  poorer  U.S.  families  typically  would 
have  more  to  show  for  their  lives,  materi¬ 
ally  at  least. 

But  as  Kul  proudly  showed  us  his  place, 
I  realized  that  such  comparisons  would 
make  little  sense  to  him.  After  all,  this  was 
his  life,  these  were  his  things  such  as  they 
were,  and  this  was  his  home. 

Besides,  he  and  his  family  were  safe  and, 
as  far  as  I  could  tell,  healthy  and  contented. 

'This  is  your  home' 

It  wasn’t  apparent  to  me  at  the  time,  but 
it  seems  to  me  now  that  Kul’s  invitation  to 
his  home  was  more  than  an  act  of  routine 
hospitality.  Rather,  it  was  an  act  of  unusual 
generosity  by  which  he  and  his  family  chose 
to  surround  strangers  in  their  midst  with 
what  was  theirs — four  walls,  a  dirt  floor  and 
a  flickering  flame.  Not  much,  but  more  than 
enough  to  say,  “This  is  who  we  are  and  this 
is  our  home.  And  for  the  time  that  you  are 
here,  it  is  your  home,  too.” 

It  was  an  act  of  love. 

Now  I  wonder:  Can  we  as  Christians 
truly  witness  “in  all  the  world”  to  a  God 
who  loves  and  not  allow  ourselves  to  be 
loved  into  the  often  strange  and  different 
worlds  of  others,  including  their  homes? 

Is  witnessing  to  the  Gospel  always  a 
matter  of  giving  love?  Might  it  not  also  en¬ 
tail  receiving  love  by  letting  ourselves  be 
embraced  by  those  whose  worlds  we  little 
know  and  understand,  including  people  of 
other  religious  faiths? 

As  a  result  of  being  in  Kul’s  home,  this 
much  is  clearer  to  me: 

As  the  world  gets  smaller,  Kul’s  dwelling 
in  Nepal  and  mine  half-a-world  away  in 
the  U.S.  are  not  that  far  apart.  We  are 
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SIKLES,  Nepal — Kul,  a  Hindu  school 
teacher,  and  his  wife  and  two  children 
pause  outside  their  home. 

neighbors. 

We  can  almost  hear  each  other.  And 
part  of  what  we  hear  is  the  Hindu  “Om" 
and  the  Christian  “Shalom”  sounding  the 
depths  of  a  common  yearning  for  unity 
with  God  and  unity  with  each  other. 

But  if  that  yearning  is  to  be  fulfilled,  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Jesus  may  need  to  recall  that  we 
not  only  are  called  to  love  the  stranger.  We 
sometimes  are  the  stranger  needing  grate¬ 
fully  and  humbly  to  enter  the  homes  of 
those  who  love  us. 


Bg  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Contributing  Editor 


Editor's  note:  This  five- 
part  series  chronicles 
Mr.  Swecker's  experiences 
on  an  ecumenical 
spiritual  trek. 


Why  don't  we  pay  for  kids  to  attend  church  camp? 


I  would  like  to  take  this  opportu¬ 
nity  to  express  a  concern  about  our 
summer  outdoor  church  camps. 

When  I  look  at  the  costs  to  send 
a  child  to  our  summer  church 
camps,  I  begin  to  wonder  if  we 
have  lost  our  focus  as  to  the  true 
meaning  of  why  we  send  our  chil¬ 
dren  to  camp. 

In  my  particular  setting  of  rural 
America,  many  families  can’t  af¬ 
ford  to  send  their  children  to  a 
summer  church  camp.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  in  our  county  alone,  28.2  per¬ 
cent  of  the  population  earns 
$10,000  to  $20,000  and  an  alarm¬ 
ing  28.8  percent  earns  $10,000  or 
less  per  year  (1989  census  data). 

Specifically,  farming  income  has 
dropped  to  a  3-year  average  (1988- 
1990)  of  $9,405.  A  family  of  four 
at  this  income  level  is  far  below  the 
poverty  level  set  by  government. 

Unfortunately,  many  rural 
churches  are  unable  to  either  help 
with  or  sponsor  a  child  to  camp  be¬ 
cause  of  the  increasing  difficulty  of 
meeting  our  “fair-share”  contribu¬ 
tions  (apportionments). 

So  here  is  the  question:  Where 
is  the  “big  church”  to  help  fund 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


and  offset  the  costs  of  sending 
our  children  to  church  camp? 

I  firmly  believe  that  if  non¬ 
profit  organizations  such  as  the 
Lions,  Kiwanis  and  Rotary  Inter¬ 
national  are  able  to  send  children 
to  non-church  camps  at  no  cost 
to  the  families,  The  United 
Methodist  Church  should  be  able 
to  do  the  same. 

Gary  Taylor 

New  Hampton,  Missouri 

Tell  me  it's  not  true 

Can  I  believe  what  I  am  read¬ 
ing?  Tell  me  it’s  not  true  that  an 
annual  conference  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  would  un-in¬ 
vite  a  speaker  because  she  has 
taken  a  stand  that  “some  Florida 
United  Methodists”  disagree 
with  (see  UMR,  May  6). 

What  have  we  as  an  organized 
denomination  come  to  when  we  re¬ 
fuse  to  consider  any  position  but 


our  own?  Do  y/e  really  want  to  sur¬ 
round  ourselves  with  “yes-men”? 

If  we  never  listen  to  new  or  op¬ 
posing  ideas,  how  can  we  chal¬ 
lenge  our  own  beliefs?  And  if  we 
never  challenge  our  beliefs,  how 
positive  can  we  be  that  we  actual¬ 
ly  do  believe? 

I  certainly  hope  and  pray  that 
Bishop  Hasbrouck  Hughes  has 
sent  the  Rev.  William  Quick  a 
list  of  acceptable  topics.  And  to 
be  truly  safe,  perhaps  some  of 
those  Florida  United  Methodists 
should  form  a  committee  to  re¬ 
view  Dr.  Quick’s  speech  before 
he  delivers  it. 

Pamelyn  Lanford  Washington 

Richland  Hills,  Texas 

How  refreshing! 

In  re:  “Jesus,  Gospel  seen  at 
heart  of  mission  work”  in  the 
May  6  issue  of  the  Reporter: 

How  refreshing! 

This  “Call  to  Common  Wit¬ 
ness”  is  likely  to  cause  further  di¬ 
vision  within  our  mainline 
congregations  which  is  a  departure 
from  pronouncements  from  the 
National  Council  of  the  Churches 


of  Christ  and  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  in  times  past.  These 
organizations  the  past  25  years 
have  been  supported  mostly  by 
the  theological  liberals  and  greatly 
questioned  by  the  conservatives. 

This  “Call”  now  reinforces  the 
conservatives  if  it  is  seriously 
supported  by  those  whose  names 
are  connected  with  its  develop¬ 
ment  and  publication. 

Who  knows,  perhaps  the  Uni¬ 
versal  Church  has  turned  the  cor¬ 
ner! 

W.  Eli  McRorey 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

It's  not  all  supported 

This  is  in  response  to  the  May 
13  letter  headlined,  “All  Scrip¬ 
ture  supports  death  penalty.” 
The  following  Bible  passages  re¬ 
fute  this: 

God  spoke  these  words:  “Thou 
shaft  not  kill.”  (Exodus  20: 1 3) 

Jesus  said:  “For  if  ye  forgive 
men  their  trespasses,  your  heav¬ 
enly  Father  will  also  forgive  you: 
But  if  ye  forgive  not  men  their 
trespasses,  neither  will  your  Fa¬ 


ther  forgive  your  trespasses.” 
(Matthew  6:14-15). 

Jesus  also  said:  "Therefore  all 
things  whatsoever  ye  would  that 
men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even 
so  to  them:  for  this  is  the  law  and 
the  prophets”  (Matthew  7:12). 

Paul  quotes  God  in  Romans 
1 2: 1 9:  ”...  for  it  is  written,  Ven¬ 
geance  is  mine:  I  will  repay  ...” 

This  question  is  addressed  to 
everyone  who  is  in  favor  of  capital 
punishment:  If  you  were  living  on 
death  row  for  a  crime  you  did  not 
commit,  would  you  still  support 
authorized,  legal  murder? 

Winifred  E.  Weins 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address 
of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication 
to  "Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275,  or  fax  letters  to  214-630- 
0079. 


Pain  mustn't  keep  us  from  'fostering' 


By  FRANK  BILLMAN 

About  four  years  ago  my  wife  and 
I  became  foster  parents  for  an  HIV¬ 
positive,  10-month-old  baby  boy. 

We  loved  and  cared  for  him  dur¬ 
ing  the  time  when  we  weren’t  sure  if 
he  would  develop  AIDS  or  not. 
(Seventy  percent  of  HIV-positive 
infants  are  only  carrying  their 
mother’s  antibodies,  not  the  virus, 
and  they  turn  negative  after  15-18 
months  of  age.) 

We  rejoiced  when  we  found  that 
he  was  no  longer  positive.  He  be¬ 
came  a  part  of  our  church’s  nursery 
school  and  Sunday  School.  He  be¬ 
came  a  valued  and  loved  part  of  our 
family. 

We  knew  all  along  he  did  not  be¬ 
long  to  us.  Our  job  was  to  love  and 
nurture  him  for  a  while.  And  now  it 
is  time  to  give  him  up. 

It  is  a  time  of  great  pain  for  us. 
Over  the  years  many  people  have 
commented  to  us:  “I  would  love  to 
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take  in  foster  children  but  it  would 
hurt  too  much  to  give  them  up!” 

But  what  is  the  alternative?  A 
group  home?  No  home?  No  par¬ 
ents? 

These  children  need  love  and 
care  and  nurture.  Can  we  ignore 
their  need  just  because  we  will  get 
hurt? 

Fifteen  years  ago  I  became  a  “fos¬ 
ter  pastor”  for  a  church.  For  15 


years  I  loved  it  and  cared  for  it  and 
nurtured  it.  It  loved  me  and  my 
family  in  return. 

I  watched  it  grow  and  mature.  It 
grew  strong  and  healthy.  I  knew  all 
along  that  this  church  did  not  be¬ 
long  to  us.  And  now  it  is  time  to 
give  it  up.  God  is  calling  us  to  hand 
it  over  to  another  “foster  pastor”  to 
care  for  it  in  its  next  stages  of 
growth.  And  in  July  I  will  become  a 
“foster  pastor”  for  another  church. 

It  is  a  time  of  great  pain  for  us. 
But  what  is  the  alternative?  Another 
church  needs  our  love  and  care  and 
nurture.  Can  we  ignore  their  need 
just  because  we  will  get  hurt  again? 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( one  typed,  double-spaced 
page  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,  "  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 


Image 


“Do  not  fear,  for  I  am  with  you, 
do  not  be  dismayed,  for  I  am  your 
God;  I  will  strengthen  you,  1  will 
help  you,  I  will  uphold  you  with  my 
victorious  right  hand.”  (NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


People’s  judgements  are  often  based  on  what 
they  see  or  perceive.  A  professionally  published 
national  newspaper  with  you  as  front  page  news 
enhances  the  image  of  your  local  congregation. 


(Previous  answer  Philippians  1:6) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  5 
Sunday:  Psalms  138:1-6 
Monday:  Psalms  138:7-8 
Tuesday:  1  Samuel  8:4-9 
Wednesday:  1  Samuel  8:10-20 
Thursday:  1  Corinthians  4:13-15 
Friday:  I  Corinthians  4: 16-5:1 
Saturday:  Mark  3:20-35 


This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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'RE-IMAGINING'  ON  TV:  abc-tv’s 

“Nightline”  with  Ted  Koppel  devoted  its  May 
24  program  to  examining  church  strife  over 
last  fall’s  feminist  “Re-Imagining”  Conference. 
A  United  Methodist  pastor,  the  Rev.  Patricia 
Farris  of  Los  Angeles,  and  scholar  Rita  Naka- 
shima  Brock  of  United  Methodist-related 
Hamline  University  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  were 
among  women  featured  on  the  half-hour  news 
analysis  program.  A  “Nightline”  reporter 
termed  the  “Re-Imagining”  conference  a 
“flash  point”  for  the  issue  of  feminist  rethink¬ 
ing  of  Christian  doctrine.  The  meeting  in  Min¬ 
neapolis,  attended  by  2,000  women  and  about 
100  men,  unleashed  “the  ecumenical  equiva¬ 
lent  of  an  earthquake,”  the  reporter  said. 


'PEACE  WITH  JUSTICE':  Leaders  of 
United  Methodism’s  largest  ethnic  caucus  have 
expressed  “disappointment 
and  displeasure”  regarding 
the  decision  by  the  Florida 
Annual  Conference  to  re¬ 
scind  an  invitation  for  Sur¬ 
geon  General  Jocelyn 
Elders  to  speak  at  a  peace 
with  justice  event  during 
conference  sessions  June  2- 
5.  A  letter  sent  to  Bishop 
H.  Hasbrouck  Hughes  Jr.  (Florida  Area)  by 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  execu¬ 
tive  director  the  Rev.  Joseph  Roberson  and 
the  Rev.  Tallulah  F.  Williams,  chairperson, 
said  the  action  was  “an  outrageous  and  insult¬ 
ing  act  to  319,000  black  United  Methodists.” 
The  letter  also  offered  assistance  to  the  Florida 
conference  so  that  “authentic  peace  with  jus¬ 
tice  can  be  demonstrated.” 


Jocelyn  Elders 


INCLUSIVE  HYMNAL:  A  United  Meth¬ 
odist  panel  creating  a  new  Spanish-language 
hymnal  is  tackling  gender-specific  language 
about  God  and  people  in  old  and  new  church 
songs  in  much  the  same  way  as  revisers  of  the 
1988  English-language  United  Methodist  Hym¬ 
nal.  The  1 8  pastors  and  musicians  representing 
The  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  United 
States  and  the  autonomous  Methodist  Church 
of  Puerto  Rico  agreed  recently  on  approxi¬ 
mately  600  hymns  for  possible  inclusion  in 
Mil  Voces  Para  Celebrar:  Himnario  Metodista, 
to  be  released  in  1996. 


'NO'  TO  GAMBLING:  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  Oklahoma  were  credited  as  having 
played  a  significant  effort  in  helping  the  state 
say  “No!”  recently  to  a  statewide  lottery.  Den¬ 
ny  Hook,  chairperson  of  the  Oklahoma  confer¬ 
ence  board  of  church  and  society,  said  the 
lottery  was  defeated  by  120,000  votes. 


NEW  CHIEF  EXECUTIVE:  The  Rev 

Judith  L.  Weidman.  for  10  years  executive  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  New  York-based 
interfaith  Religious  News 
Service,  has  been  elected 
„  top  staff  executive  of  Unit- 

y  ed  Methodist  Communica- 

W  tions.  UMCom  is  the 

church’s  central  communi- 
cations  agency,  headquar- 
tered  in  Nashville.  Elected 
Judith  Weidman  May  26,  Ms.  Weidman  will 

assume  her  new  responsibilities  in  July.  She 
succeeds  Roger  L.  Burgess,  who  is  retiring  af¬ 
ter  10  years  as  general  secretary  of  the  agency. 
A  clergy  member  of  the  Northern  Illinois  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  Ms.  Weidman,  53,  took  the 
helm  of  Religious  News  Service  in  1 984  short¬ 
ly  after  its  purchase  by  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  of  Texas  and  New 
Mexico,  owners  of  The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter. 


D-day  50  years  ago:  a  nurse  remembers 

-j  Over  there . . . 


On  June  6,  1944,  the  Allied  forces,  under  the 
command  of  General  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower, 
invaded  the  northern  coast  of  France  with 
the  aim  of  liberating  Western  Europe  from 
German  occupation.  The  D-Day  fleet  moved 
from  southern  England  across  the  English 
Channel  to  the  beaches  of  Normandy. 
Following  the  initial  Allied  attack,  Methodist 
Army  nurse  Hazel  Herrick  (now  Mickelson) 
followed  the  soldiers  ashore  to  treat  the 
battlefield's  wounded.  After  tremendous 
German  resistance,  the  Allies  liberated  Paris 
on  August  25.  The  Nazis  surrendered  on 
May  7,  1945,  after  the  Allies  invaded  Germany. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

It  was  D-Day,  June  6,  1944,  on 
the  coast  of  Wales. 

Thousands  of  men  and  women 
of  the  Allied  armed  forces  gath¬ 
ered  for  a  last  communion  service 
before  launching  the  invasion  of 
Normandy  which  would  lead  to 
victory  in  the  European  theater  of 
World  War  II.  A  young  American 
nurse  was  among  them. 

This  is  her  story  as  told  to  the 
Reporter. 

Hazel  Herrick  (now  Mickel¬ 
son),  24,  was  a  small-tdwn  girl 
from  Minnesota  and  fresh  from 
nurses’  training.  She  had  had  res¬ 
ervations  about  being  involved 
in  the  war.  After  all,  she  was  a 
Christian,  a  Methodist,  and  had 
only  recently  committed  her  life 
to  Christ. 

But  on  a  momentous  day  in 
the  states  months  earlier,  she  and 
some  other  nurses  had  listened, 
as  was  their  custom,  to  Kate 
Smith’s  radio  broadcast. 

'The  Yanks  are  coming' 

The  famous  singer  had  sung 
the  spirited  World  War  I  song, 
“Over  there.  Over  there.  . .  .the 
Yanks  are  coming,  the  Yanks  are 
coming,  the  drums  rum  tumming 
everywhere.” 

It  was  as  if  a  voice  were  saying 
to  her,  “Hazel,  they  need  you.” 

She  went  immediately  to  a  re¬ 
cruiting  office  and  before  long 
was  in  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  as¬ 
signed  to  the  International  Red 
Cross.  She  was  shipped  to  Great 
Britain  in  January  1994  where 
she  and  other  medical  personnel 
tried  to  develop  a  field  hospital. 

On  the  morning  of  the  invasion, 


everyone  was  called  out  to  a  hill 
where  communion  was  served. 

“It  was  one  of  the  most  moving 
experiences  of  my  life,  to  be  close 
to  God  on  the  day  we  were  told 
would  make  history,”  she  says. 

Although  her  field  hospital  pla¬ 
toon  did  not  cross  the  channel 
with  the  first 
wave  to  charge 
the  Normandy 
beacheads, 
when  they  did 
arrive  three 
days  later, 
boots  and  socks 
of  dead  and 
Hazel  Mickelson  wounded  sol¬ 
diers  floated  in  the  water. 
Wounded  soldiers  were  lying  all 
over  the  beach. 

The  medical  staff  set  up  a  small 
hospital  tent  to  treat  those  too  crit¬ 
ically  wounded  to  be  evacuated. 

As  part  of  the  post-operative 
section,  Hazel  Herrick  helped 
treat  young  men  with  multiple 
amputations  and  belly  wounds. 

'Spectacle  of  hell' 

Shells  were  exploding  behind 
them  and  over  them.  Planes 
roared  overhead. 

“It  was  a  spectacle  of  hell,”  she 
says. 

“I  was  scared,  but  I  had  faith.  As 
I  went  from  man  to  man,  I  would 
say,  ‘Lord,  thy  will  be  done.’  ” 

“About  20  percent  of  all  pa¬ 
tients  died,  which  isn’t  too  bad 
considering  that  we  got  them 
straight  from  the  battlefield.” 

Nurses  worked  eight  hours,  were 
off  eight  hours,  then  back  to  work 
again.  They  lived  on  K  rations. 

At  Frankfurt,  Germany,  the 
medical  platoon  went  into  a  pris¬ 
on  camp  which  housed  English¬ 


speaking  prisoners  from  several 
countries.  Some  had  been  there 
since  the  battle  of  Dunkirk  about 
four  years  earlier. 

The  liberated  men  said  they 
spent  the  war  years  trying  to  re¬ 
member  Bible  verses  and,  be¬ 
tween  them,  had  managed  to 
remember  quite  a  lot  of  it. 

'A  mighty  fortress' 

The  Americans  and  liberated 
prisoners  held  a  community  wor¬ 
ship  service  and  sang  together  “A 
Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God.” 

“I’ll  never  forget  their  joy  in 
being  free  and  how  much  the  Bi¬ 
ble  had  meant  to  them,”  she  said. 

It  wasn’t  as  joyful  at  Nurem- 
burg  at  the  end  of  the  war.  The 
prisoners  liberated  from  Stalag 
1 3  had  tried  to  live  on  grass. 

“The  Russian  prisoners  tried  to 
commit  suicide  by  drinking  fluid 
that  would  take  the  oxygen  out  of 
their  blood,”  she  said.  “They  were 
afraid  of  what  their  own  country¬ 


men  would  do  to  them.” 

A  lasting  impression  from  the 
war  came  from  an  old  monastery 
in  Belgium. 

Student  priests  who  had  once 
inhabited  the  building  lived  in 
very  small  rooms  with  just  enough 
space  for  a  bed  and  a  chest. 

Feeling  overwhelmed  from  “so 
much  destruction,  so  much  fear,” 
she  went  into  one  of  the  small 
rooms  for  solitude,  then  went 
from  room  to  room. 

In  spite  of  furniture  broken  and 
skewed  from  the  bombings,  a  cru¬ 
cifix  still  hung  over  each  chest. 

“All  things  can  be  destroyed,” 
she  thought,  “but  Christ  remains.” 

She  keeps  one  of  the  crucifixes 
still. 

After  the  war.  Hazel  Herrick 
met  and  married  Bill  Mickelson. 
They  now  live  in  Santa  Fe,  N.  M. 
They  serve  both  their  local  church 
and  the  New  Mexico  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  in  leadership  roles,  and 
she  is  on  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter  governing  board. 

Prayers  helped 
on  D-Day 

Editor’s  note:  The  following  is  a 
reader’s  response  to  an  invita¬ 
tion  in  the  May  20  Reporter  to 
recall  D-Day  experiences: 

Army  troops  came  aboard  the 
USS-Thurston  on  June  2  as  D- 
Day  approached.  We  had  inter¬ 
denominational  services  each 
day  through  June  5.  We  were 
one  of  at  least  100  other  large 
ships  anchored  off  the  south¬ 
western  coast  of  England. 

I  did  a  lot  of  praying. 

We  landed  our  troops  on 
what  was  coded  as  Easy  Red 
sector  of  Omaha  beach.  It 
wasn’t  “easy.”  I  saw  many  of 
our  soldiers  and  sailors  wound¬ 
ed  or  killed. 

The  Lord  protected  us,  how¬ 
ever.  On  my  two  trips  to  Oma¬ 
ha  Beach,  I  carried  with  me  a 
small  Bible  given  to  me  in  1941 
by  the  Junior  High  Department 
where  I  had  taught  a  boys’  class 
for  two  years.  My  church  was 
then  known  as  Highland  Park 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas. 

H.  C.  Maiden,  Jr. 

Dallas,  Texas 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  McKNICHT 

Poll:  Faith 
held  fast 
during  war 

By  GEORGE  H.  GALLUP  Jr. 
and  ROBERT  BEZILLA 

Religious  News  Service 

Despite  the  horrors  of  World 
War  II  before  and  after  the  D- 
Day  invasion  of  Normandy — 50 
years  ago  to  the  day  on  June  6 — 
Americans’  faith  in  their  God 
was  never  stronger. 

Belief  in  God  was  at  a  high  lev¬ 
el  of  96  percent  of  the  American 
people,  compared  to  94  percent 
in  recent  years. 

More  people  (76  percent)  in 
1944  believed  in  life  after  death 
than  do  so  today  (65  percent). 

No  comparative  statistics  are 
available,  but  anecdotal  evidence 
suggests  that  prayer  was  a  daily 
event  for  most  people  in  1 944. 

As  they  faced  1945,  the  third 
most  popular  New  Year’s  resolu¬ 
tion  among  women  was  to  be 
more  religious  or  go  to  church 
more  frequently.  Among  men  this 
,, resolution  ranked  fourth  in  popu- 
...larity.  ..  .  ,  • 

Church  attendance  in  1 944  was 
actually  lower  than  now,  but  it 
should  be  remembered  that  many 
people  at  that  time  worked  double 
shifts  and  that  transportation  was 
severely  restricted.  Fifty-six  per¬ 
cent  said  then  that  they  had  at¬ 
tended  religious  services  in  the 
past  month,  compared  to  66  per¬ 
cent  now. 

The  public  was  willing  to  make 
sacrifices  at  home,  and  even  to  see 
the  destruction  of  historic  reli¬ 
gious  sites  in  Europe,  if  it  meant  a 
quicker  end  to  the  war. 

On  the  home  front,  61  percent 
of  Americans  saved  scrap  paper, 
75  percent  were  canning  fruits 
and  vegetables,  91  percent  felt 
war  bonds  were  a  great  invest¬ 
ment  (82  percent  reported  they 
had  bought  war  bonds  or  savings 
stamps),  and  20  million  families 
were  tending  “victory  gardens” 
when  D-Day  occurred. 

C.  1994  Princeton  Religion  Research 
Center 
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Allied  troops  storm  the  shores  of  Normandy  during  D-Day  invasion  50  years  ago.  The  Germans 
offered  stiff  resistance  resulting  in  thousands  of  casualties. 


Person  to  Person: 

Boston 
Meets 

Belfast 

Thursday, July  7,  9  to  10  p.m.  (ET) 

Repeated  Sunday,  July  10,  7  p.m.  (ET) 
and  Wednesday,  July  13,  1  am.  (ET) 

Studio  audiences  in  Boston  and  Belfast,  linked  by  satellite,  discuss 
“The  Troubles”  in  Northern  Ireland  and  explore  what  makes  for 
peace.  Produced  for  the  Faith  &  Values  Channel  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  in  cooperation  with  Ulster  Television. 

Faith  ©Values 

CHANNEL 

(formerly  the  VISN/ACTS  Channel) 

For  a  schedule  of  United  Methodist  and  other  programs  on  the  Faith 
&  Values  Channel,  or  to  find  out  how  to  get  the  channel  in  your 
area,  contact  Beverlyjudge,  74  Trinity  Place,  Suite  1810,  New  York, 
NY  10006-2003.  Phone  (212)  602-9622. 


Ousted  trustee  blasts  Christian  Children's  Fund 


" The  problem  is  that  no  one  is  accountable.  If 
someone  sends  $21  a  month  to  CCF,  the  sponsor 
has  no  clue  how  much  makes  it  to  the  child.  Neither 
does  CCF." 

— Thomas  H.  Naylor 


By  ED  BRIGGS 
Religious  News  Service 

RICHMOND,  Va.— An  ousted 
trustee  of  the  Christian  Children’s 
Fund  charity  here  is  charging  that 
agency  funds  are  being  misused  or 
stolen,  amid  slipshod  accounting 
procedures  that  fail  to  guard  against 
funding  irregularities. 

Thomas  H.  Naylor,  an  economist 
at  Middlebury  College  in  Vermont 
who  was  thrown  off  the  board  of 
trustees  in  February,  claims  that  as 
little  as  half  the  ecumenical  agen¬ 
cy’s  funds  actually  get  to  children  in 
need,  far  less  than  the  80  percent 
claimed  by  agency  officials. 

“The  problem  is  that  no  one  is  ac¬ 
countable,”  said  Mr.  Naylor  in  an 
interview.  “If  someone  sends  $21  a 
month  to  CCF,  the  sponsor  has  no 
clue  how  much  makes  it  to  the 
child.  Neither  does  CCF.” 

Record  defended 

But  the  Rev.  Paul  F.  McCleary, 
president  of  the  agency  and  a  United 
Methodist  clergyman,  defended  the 
agency’s  overall  record. 

He  did,  however,  acknowledge 
some  “rare”  instances  of  lost  or  sto¬ 
len  funds  where  “appropriate  action 
has  been  taken.” 

Among  the  charges  leveled  by  Mr. 
Naylor,  who  cited  internal  Christian 
Children’s  Fund  documents: 


■  The  director  of  the  autonomous 
Christian  Children’s  Fund  of  Brazil 
made  improper  disbursements  of 
$3 1 ,000  for  an  unbudgeted  bonus  for 
his  finance  director,  who  happened  to 
be  his  fiancee.  A  delay  in  transferring 
U.S.  CCF  money  into  proper  banking 
accounts  in  Brazil  cost  $15,000  per 
month  in  lost  income. 

■  Money  targeted  for  a  Cherokee 
Native  American  children’s  project 
in  Tahlequah,  Okla.,  in  1990  was  di¬ 
verted  to  operate  a  video  rental  busi¬ 
ness.  Machines  and  tapes  were  in  the 
personal  possession  of  workers.  Mon¬ 
ey  was  also  used  to  purchase  furni¬ 
ture  and  appliances  for  Christian 
Children’s  Fund  workers  and  college 
textbooks  for  one  worker’s  child. 

■  The  director  of  the  Ethiopian  of¬ 
fice  in  Addis  Ababa  arranged  for 
CCF  to  send  $1,000  of  his  salary 
each  month  to  his  daughter  in  the 
United  States.  Taxes  weren’t  paid  on 
the  money. 

Mr.  McCleary  contends  that  cases 
of  fund  misuse  involve  only  a  tiny 


amount  of  the  millions  of  dollars 
spent  on  the  agency’s  1,500  proj¬ 
ects. 

In  all  cases  where  wrongdoing  has 
been  discovered,  said  Mr.  McCleary, 
“appropriate  action  has  been  taken.” 
That  action,  he  added,  included  liq¬ 
uidation  of  the  Oklahoma  video  rent¬ 
al  store. 

Temptation  exists 

Mr.  McCleary  maintained  that 
most  CCF  workers  are  dedicated  to 
working  for  the  betterment  of  chil¬ 
dren  but  acknowledged  that  CCF 
project  treasurers  must  deal  with  “a 
level  of  temptation  unknown  of  in 
this  world.” 

Mr.  McCleary  said  Mr.  Naylor 
makes  it  sound — unfairly — as  if 
abuse  is  rampant  at  the  delivery  level. 

“I  don’t  think  we  get  10  cases  a 
year  on  internal  audit,”  said  Mr. 
McCleary. 

And  when  abuses  arise,  he  said,  the 
agency  helps  local  groups  resolve  mat¬ 
ters  using  their  own  legal  systems. 


He  added,  “The  only  question 
there  is,  is  whether  you  have  a  system 
in  place  to  protect  the  children.” 

He  insists  there  is. 

Figures  from  the  National  Chari¬ 
ties  Information  Bureau,  a  watchdog 
group  on  charitable  groups,  appear  to 
support  Mr.  McCleary’s  claims  of  an 
agency  that  is  successful  in  funneling 
most  donations  to  children. 

According  to  the  bureau,  records 
submitted  by  CCF,  including  the 
agency's  federal  IRS  records,  show  it 
sends  79  percent  of  its  funds  on  to 
needy  children. 

The  Christian  Children’s  Fund 
raises  money  through  television  and 
print  advertisements,  asking  donors 
to  help  sponsor  children  living  in 
impoverished  conditions.  The  inde¬ 
pendent  agency,  founded  in  1938, 
took  in  $1 12.5  million  in  1993  and 
maintains  a  list  of  2.5  million  chil¬ 
dren  under  sponsorship. 


Mr.  McCleary  contends 
that  cases  of  fund  misuse 
involve  only  a  tiny 
amount  of  the  millions  of 
dollars  spent  on  the 
agency's  1,500  projects. 
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-connections 

REPEAT  VOTE:  In  response  to  a  recent 
Judicial  Council  decision,  delegates  of  three 
United  Methodist  annual  conferences  in  the 
Northeast  were  voting  June  2  in  Amherst, 
Mass.,  on  their  merger.  Officially,  the  Maine, 
New  Hampshire  and  Southern  New  England 
conferences  had  merged  into  the  New  England 
Annual  Conference  Jan.  1.  Delegates  at  the 
1992  Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Conference 
had  approved  the  merger.  But  the  Judicial 
Council  ruled  that,  although  the  jurisdictional 
conference  has  “the  authority  to  cause  union, 
merger,  division  or  dissolution  of  an  annual 
conference,”  each  annual  conference  involved 
“must  adopt  the  same  plan  of  merger.” 

AWARD  WINNER:  Freddie  Nixon  has 
been  awarded  the  Evangeline  K.  Brown  Award 
by  Women’s  Project  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  be¬ 
cause  of  “her  years  of  working  ...  to  meet  the 
goal  of  eliminating  racism  and  sexism”  in  Ar¬ 
kansas.  Ms.  Nixon  coordinates  MI-WATCH,  a 
Women's  Project  program  which  ministers  to 
incarcerated  women  and  their  children.  Wom¬ 
en’s  Project  has  long  been  supported  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women.  Ms.  Nixon  is  married 
to  the  Rev.  Victor  Nixon,  pastor  of  Pulaski 
Heights  United  Methodist  Church  in  Little 
Rock. 

ELECTED  PRESIDENT:  Dr.  Shirley  A. 

R.  Lewis  has  been  elected  the  13th  president  of 
United  Methodist-related  Paine  College  in  Au¬ 
gusta,  Ga.  She  will  follow  the  Rev.  Julius  S. 
Scott,  Jr.  who  retires  at  the  end  of  June.  He 
served  1 3  years  as  president  in  two  tenures, 
with  an  intervening  stint  as  chief  executive  of 
the  church’s  higher  education  division  in 
Nashville. 

'TOO  LITTLE,  TOO  LATE':  President 

Clinton’s  new  policy  on  Haitian  refugees  is  “a 
move  to  the  right  direction”  but  still  is  “too 
little,  too  late,"  according  to  Lilia  Fernandez,  a 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  offi¬ 
cial.  The  president  has  declared  that  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  will  grant  asylum  hearings  to 
Haitians  who  are  stopped  at  sea  rather  than 
turn  their  boats  back.  Ms.  Fernandez — who 
has  been  working  with  Haitian  refugees  for  20 
years — said  refugees  should  be  allotted  tempo¬ 
rary  protective  status  in  the  United  States.  UM- 
COR  has  encouraged  United  Methodists  to 
lobby  Congress  to  support  House  Bill  3663  by 
Rep.  Carrie  Meek  (D-Fla.),  which  would  grant 
such  status. 

COMPUTER  STAFF:  Gail  E.  Long,  a 
former  Air  Force  captain,  has  been  named 
manager  of  computer  systems  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration.  She  succeeds  the 
Rev.  A1  Fifhause,  who  resigned  to  start  his 
own  computer  consulting  firm.  Ms.  Long,  32, 
who  is  black,  is  the  first  woman  and  the  first 
ethnic  minority  person  to  hold  the  top  computer 
systems  management  post  at  the  finance  agen¬ 
cy,  officials  said. 


Bishops 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y.— The 
whole  thing  started  because  a  bish¬ 
op’s  wife  who  says  she  “doesn't 
shop”  asked  for  a  service  project 
to  keep  her  busy  during  the  May 
1-6  Council  of  Bishops  meeting. 

A  perceptive  United  Method¬ 
ist  clergywoman  picked  up  on  the 
idea  as  an  opportunity  for  more 
than  one  person. 

The  result  was  four  days  of  help 
from  nearly  30  bishops’  spouses — 
plus  two  bishops — for  five  United 
Methodist-related  community 
ministries  in  the  Rochester  area 
(see  related  story  below). 

Community  service 

The  initial  request  came  from 
Phyllis  May,  wife  of  Bishop  Felton 
E.  May  Jr.  (Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Area). 

For  the  past  four  years,  Mrs. 
May  has  performed  community 
service  work  during  Council  of 
Bishops  meetings. 

“I  just  felt  the  need  to  do 
something,”  Mrs.  May  told  the 
Reporter  while  she,  Gwen  White 
and  Miriam  Hancock  sorted  chil¬ 
dren’s  books  for  a  tutoring  pro¬ 
gram  at  Cameron  Community 
Ministries.  Mrs.  White’s  husband 
is  retired  Bishop  C.  Dale  White; 
Mrs.  Hancock’s  is  retired  Bishop 
C.  W.  Hancock. 

“I’m  not  a  shopper,”  Mrs.  May 
continued.  “I’m  a  frustrated  mis¬ 
sionary  at  heart.  Whenever  it 
feels  like  mission  work,  1  do  it.” 

Mrs.  May’s  request  inspired 
the  Rev.  Linda  K.  Dolby,  “com¬ 
munity  minister”  for  the  Roches¬ 
ter  district,  to  offer  mission  work 
to  any  episcopal  spouse  willing  to 
participate. 

Respondents  to  Ms.  Dolby’s 
invitation  included  not  just 
spouses  but  two  active  bishops, 
William  Boyd  Grove  (Albany,. 
N.Y.,  Area)  and  George  W.  Ba- 
shore  (Pittsburgh  Area). 

Bishop  Grove  and  his  wife, 
Mary  Lou,  and  Bishop  Bashore 
and  his  wife,  Carolyn,  helped  out 
at  Dimitri  House,  a  facility  for 
Rochester’s  homeless. 

Others  who  took  advantage  of 
the  mission  opportunity  reported 
mutual  benefits  from  the  experi¬ 
ence. 

“This  balances  out  our  activi¬ 
ties,”  said  Hannah  Meadors,  wife 
of  Bishop  Jack  Meadors  Jr.  (Mis¬ 
sissippi  Area),  as  she  and  others 
stuffed  envelopes  for  FoodLink,  a 
hunger  ministry  headquartered  at 
West  United  Methodist  Church. 


'  spouses  bless  city  with  service 


“We  have  a  chance  to  see  local 


ministries,  to  learn  things  we  can 
take  back  to  our  own  areas.” 

At  the  Webster  Family  Re¬ 
source  Center,  Ernestine  Dixon, 
Shirley  Skeete  and  Anne  Hearn 
deftly  fashioned  crepe  paper  into 
dogwood  blossoms  to  decorate  a 
“style  show"  for  mothers  gradu¬ 
ating  from  the  self-esteem  class. 

Mrs.  Dixon,  wife  of  retired 
Bishop  Ernest  Dixon,  said  she 
wanted  to  see  what  the  Webster 
Center  did  and  whether  it  could 
be  duplicated  “back  home”  in 
San  Antonio. 

Mrs.  Skeete,  wife  of  Bishop 
Herbert  Skeete  (Boston  Area), 
said  the  Rochester  project  gave 
her  a  chance  to  do  something  she 
can’t  always  do  at  home.  “I  like 
to  give  my  services  where  they’re 
needed.” 

Mrs.  Hearn,  newly  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Episcopal  Spouses  As¬ 
sociation,  said  she  was  informed 
by  what  she’d  seen  at  the  Webster 
center.  She  is  the  wife  of  Bishop  J. 
Woodrow  Heam  (Houston  Area), 
1994-95  president  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops. 

“Our  churches  in  the  Houston 
urban  area  are  contemplating 
starting  a  family  resource  cen¬ 
ter,”  Mrs.  Heam  noted.  “This  is 
good  research  for  me.” 

At  Asbury  Storehouse 

At  the  Asbury  Storehouse  at 
Asbury  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Velma  McConnell,  Ruth 
Nichols  and  Mary  Morris  care¬ 
fully  sized  and  folded  donated 
clothing.  Mrs.  Nichols  is  the  wife 
of  retired  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols, 
and  Mrs.  Morris  is  the  wife  of 
Bishop  William  W.  Morris  (Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  Area). 

Community  service  is  also  a 
regular  practice  for  her,  ex¬ 
plained  Mrs.  McConnell,  wife  of 
Bishop  Calvin  McConnell  (Seat¬ 
tle  Area). 

“I  work  every  Thursday  with 
therapeutic  nursing  at  Deaconess 
Children’s  Services  in  Seattle. 

“But  since  we  just  got  back  from 
Africa — we  went  to  the  opening  of 
Africa  University — I  thought  that 
perhaps  1  ought  not  go  to  one  of  the 
projects  involving  children  [because 
of  her  potential  exposure  to  African 
illnesses].  So  instead  I  came  here  [to 
the  clothing  ministry]. 

“This  is  such  a  good  opportu¬ 
nity  to  learn  about  local 
churches.  You  learn  how  other 
people  do  mission  and  you  carry 
that  knowledge  back  with  you.” 


ROCHESTER,  N.Y.— Nearly  30  bishops' 
spouses — plus  two  active  bishops — took 
part  recently  in  four  days  of  community 
service  to  United  Methodist-related  ur¬ 
ban  ministries.  Above,  Miriam  Hancock 
(left)  and  Phyllis  May  sort  children's 
books  for  the  tutoring  program  at  Cam¬ 
eron  Community  Ministries.  At  right, 
Ruth  Nichols  sorts  donated  clothing  at 
Asbury  Storehouse,  a  ministry  of  Asbury 
First  United  Methodist  Church  (see  relat¬ 
ed  stories  at  left  and  below). 

PHOTOS  BY  UNDA  X.  DOLBY 


Diverse  Rochester  ministries  benefit 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y.— The 
United  Methodist-related  minis¬ 
tries  at  which  the  bishops’  spouses 
recently  did  some  volunteer  service 
represented  a  diversity  typical  of 
urban  ministry,  said  the  Rev.  Lin¬ 
da  K.  Dolby,  community  minister 
for  the  church’s  Rochester  District. 

The  ministries: 

■  Cameron  Community  Minis¬ 
tries  provides  hot  lunches  for  the 
hungry  Monday  through  Saturday; 


after-school  programs  including 
tutoring  for  children;  support 
groups  for  women;  clothing  distri¬ 
bution;  outreach  to  aid  non-En¬ 
glish-speaking  Hispanic  families. 

■  Dimitri  House  offers  a  food 
closet,  a  drop-in  hospitality  cen¬ 
ter  for  the  homeless  and  emer¬ 
gency  housing  during  the  winter. 

■  Asbury  Storehouse,  located 
at  Asbury  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  provides  clothing,  house¬ 
hold  items,  bedding  and  linens  for 
people  in  need  referred  by  a  social 


worker  or  other  professional. 

■  FoodLink,  located  at  West 
United  Methodist  Church,  dis¬ 
tributes  food  for  food  banks, 
shelters  and  nutrition  programs 
in  an  eight-county  area. 

■  Webster  Avenue  Family  Re¬ 
source  Center,  begun  1 3  years  ago 
with  a  grant  from  Covenant  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Roches¬ 
ter,  provides  child  care,  parenting 
classes  and  job  training. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  Si. 35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 

sertion,  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  S20.00  plus  SI 0.80  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  adver- 
tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 

sought  to  direct  and  administer  graded  choral 
and  handbell  program.  Membership  of  2,000.  Po¬ 
sition  open  June  1 .  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  C.  Mi¬ 
chael  Haynes,  FUMC,  801  W.  Ave.  B,  Garland, 
TX  75040,  (”*" 


I,  (214)272-3471. 


YOUTH  MINISTER  POSITION.  An  evangelical 
United  Methodist  Church  seeking  person  with  re¬ 
lational  skills,  previous  youth  ministry  experi¬ 
ence  and  an  understanding  of  spiritual  gifts,  to 
direct  a  balanced,  spiritually  mature  youtngroup 
of  over  100.  Resumes  and  references  to:  Senior 
Pastor,  Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church, 
1820  Pearl  Street.  Carrollton.  TX  75006. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 
cation  for  growing  1500-plus  church.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  David  B.  Wilson,  1100  Central,  Hot 
Springs,  AR  71901. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES,  full¬ 
time,  experience  and  education  preferred,  com¬ 
petitive  salary.  Resume,  references  to:  Rev.  Dean 
Shapley,  Geneva  United  Methodist  Church,  211 
Hamilton,  Geneva,  IL  601 34. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

and  Family  Ministries  for  growing,  exciting, 
youthful  United  Methodist  congregation.  Full¬ 
time.  Send  inquiries  or  resumes  to:  Jim  McWhin- 
nie,  1 3  SE  2 1  st  Place,  Cape  Coral,  FL  33990. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FULL-TIME  Director 

of  Jr.  and  Sr.  high  youth  ministries  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  (NW  Arkansas).  Mail  resume  to: 
Dr.  Dwight  Heathman,  Chairperson  SPR  Commit¬ 
tee,  525  Sanders,  Springdale,  AR  72764. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for 
Travis  Park  UMC  San  Antonio,  TX.  Bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  and  experience  preferred.  Salary  negotiable. 
Contact:  Linda  Montgomery,  (210)  226-8341 . 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES: 
Full-time  position  in  a  growing  1 700  +  member 
congregation;  well  located  in  quaint,  historical 
Franklin,  Tennessee.  Candidate  needs  proven  ex¬ 
perience  in  establishing  and  developing  new, 
non-traditional  programs;  strong  interpersonal, 
communication  and  organization  skills  required. 
Candidate  must  be  able  to  work  effectively  with¬ 
in  a  team  ministry  format  and  with  a  diverse,  so¬ 
phisticated  membership.  Responsible  for 
establishing  community  building  efforts  within 
the  church,  including  the  Christian  education 
program  with  children  and  adults.  Qualifications 
needed:  minimum  of  bachelor’s  degree  in  educa¬ 
tion  or  Christian  education,  master’s  degree  pre¬ 
ferred.  Minimum  five  (5)  years  experience  in 
Christian  education  position,  seven  (7)  preferred. 
Salary  is  negotiable  based  on  experience  and 
training.  Contact:  Rev.  Bob  Lewis,  142  5th  Ave., 
South,  Franklin,  TN  37064. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY:  2200-mem- 

ber  church  seeking  full-time  Music  Minister.  Adult, 
youth  and  children's  choirs.  Resumes  will  be  accept¬ 
ed  through  June  24,  1994.  Please  mail  to:  Spring  Val¬ 
ley  United  Methodist  Church,  7700  Spring  valley 
Road,  Dallas,  TX  75240.  Attn:  Reverend  Ray  Hen- 
nigh.  Fax:  (214)233-1758.  Phone:  (214)  233-7671, 


IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a 
2  inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  Vi  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes 
available.  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire: 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  5208  Piedmont  Drive, 
~  95405Tor  call  (707)  538-5325. 


Santa  Rosa,  CA  9 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  NEIGHBORHOOD 

Services  Organization,  Inc.  seeks  visionary,  ener¬ 
getic  executive  director  with  proven  leadership 
and  management  position.  Requires  skills  in 

[planning,  budgeting,  personnel,  fundraising,  pub¬ 
ic  speaking,  grant  writing,  group  communication 
to  work  with  board,  staff  community.  5  years  ex¬ 
perience  in  management,  developing  public  poli¬ 
cy,  public  relations,  community  development  and 
social  work/service  is  required.  Non-profit  expe¬ 
rience  essential.  Qualifications:  undergraduate 
degree  in  social  sciences  or  business  management 
and  master’s  degree  in  social  work,  human  rela¬ 
tions  or  related  field.  Salary  negotiable.  Deadline 
to  receive  resumes:  June  1 7,  1994.  Send  resume, 
references,  salary  requirements  to:  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  Neighborhood  Services  Organizations, 
431  SW  1 1  th  Street,  Oklahoma  City,  Ok  73109. 


SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Chris¬ 

tian  Education  and  Youth  Ministries  for  a  1075- 
member  church.  Send  resumes  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  446  Camden  Avenue,  Moor- 
estown,  New  Jersey  08057. 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  Communications, 

Nebraska  Conference  UMC.  Experienced  United 
Methodist  communicator  to  edit  a  newspaper, 
produce  a  weekly  radio  program,  edit  coordinat¬ 
ed  mail,  edit  and  produce  video  tapes  and  assist 
with  PR.  Ability  to  design  printed  materials  an 
asset.  Skills  relating  to  individuals  and  working 
with  groups  important.  Minimum:  bachelor's  de¬ 
gree  in  communications,  journalism  or  related 
field.  Salary  range  $40,000  to  $45,000  plus 
health,  pension  benefits,  and  car.  Closing  date: 
June  25.  Position  begins  August  15.  Send  Tetters, 
resume,  references  and  samples  of  work  to:  Rich¬ 
ard  Turner.  P.O.  Box  4553,  Lincoln  NE  68504. 
(402)  464-5994.  Fax:  (402)  464-6203. 


SEEKING  A  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF 
Youth  Ministry,  2000-member  church,  to  serve 
in  a  ministry  team  approach  with  music,  children 
and  adult  directors.  Salary  and  benefits  negotia¬ 
ble.  Resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  11 38,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33731-1 1 38. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/Children 
Ministries  for  evangelical/conservative  1000  + 
m ember  congregation  in  east  Dallas  near  Garland. 
Responsible  for  leadership  in  ministry  for  youth/ 
children.  Also  have  opportunity  for  worship  leader¬ 
ship,  preaching,  pastoral  care.  Parsonage  available. 
Contact:  Casa  Linda  UMC,  (214)  321-2601. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Enterprise,  Alabama.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Mr.  Herbert  Barr,  P.O.  Box  1515,  Enter- 
prise,  AL  36631.  Salary  negotiable. 


ORGANIST  FOR  GROWING,  DYNAMIC 

church  (800  members)  in  Tucson,  AZ.  Year 
around,  permanent  staff  position.  Bachelor’s  degree 
(master’s  preferred).  Deadline  July  1 5  or  until  posi¬ 
tion  is  filled.  Send  resume,  including  references  to: 
Organist  Search  Committee,  St.  Mark’s  UMC, 
1431W.  Magee  Rd.,  Tucson,  AZ  85704, 


EVENT/CAMPING  TENT  connects  to  most 
minivans,  SUV’s,  pickups;  great  for  youth  minis¬ 
try  outings.  Literature  $2.00  (refundable):  Arka- 
tents,  Box  37-M,  Pine  Ridge,  AR  71966. 


COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
$$$.  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt„  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-1211.  (Accredited). 


PART-TIME  ORGANIST  NEEDED  for  2500- 
member  church  in  East  Texas.  32  rank  MoUer 
pipe  organ,  three  services,  and  choir  rehearsal. 
Send  resume  to:  UMR,  Dept.  LT,  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  TX  752664)275. 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  Fust 
Methodist  3401  Canal  Street  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor. 
~  9:30  ajn.  Worship:  1 L00  am  (504)  48*0856. 


THE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  USA  seeks  applicants  for  the  po¬ 
sition  of  Executive  Director  of  Communication. 
The  job  is  to  develop  and  maintain  the  public 
profile  of  the  NCCC  through  church  and  secular 
media;  to  coordinate  news,  interpretation,  and 
public  relations  for  the  program  ministries  of  the 
NCCC;  to  lead  member  churches  and  the  wider 
ecumenical  community  in  formulation  and  re¬ 
sponding  to  communication  policy  both  national¬ 
ly  and  globally;  to  encourage  church  members 
and  the  general  public  to  be  discerning  in  their 
understanding  and  use  of  media;  and  to  procure 
funding  and  develop  budgets  for  communication 
projects  and  programs.  Qualifications  include  but 
are  not  limited  to  a  working  knowledge  of  print 
and  electronic  media;  the  capacity  to  advocate 
theological  insights  on  communication  matters; 
and  skills  as  an  articulate  public  spokesperson. 
For  a  full  job  description  and  application  form 
contact:  National  Council  of  Churches,  Office  of 
Human  Resources,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room 
520,  New  York,  NY  10115-0050. 


SENIOR  PASTOR.  OUR  THRIVING  750-mem¬ 
ber  congregation  seeks  a  senior  pastor  for  our 
non-denominational  community  church  estab¬ 
lished  in  1913.  We  are  mostly  retired  citizens 
with  a  growing  parents  group  and  Sunday  School 
located  on  a  small  west  coast  Florida  barrier  is¬ 
land  near  Bradenton.  Our  enthusiastic  congrega¬ 
tion  requires:  dynamic  inspirational  worship 
service  scripturally  based  but  contemporary; 
compassionate  spiritual  leadership  and  counsel¬ 
ing  skills;  strong  involvement  in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion,  visitation,  Stephens  Ministry  and  outreach. 
A  warmhearted  outgoing  encourager  with  a  good 
sense  of  humor  and  flexibility  is  essential.  The 
pastor  works  as  a  team  member  with  our  govern¬ 
ing  council;  staff  includes  C.E.  Coordinator  and 
assistant.  Director  of  Music  and  clerical  person¬ 
nel.  Candidate  must  be  graduate  of  accredited  di¬ 
vinity  school  with  ten  years  experience.  Position 
available  June  1995,  but  applications  invited 
now.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  Roser 
Memorial  Community  Church,  P.O.  Box  247, 
Anna  Maria,  FL  342 1 6. 


VISIT  THE  HEART  OF  INDIA  with  Bob  Nave, 
UM  lay-missionary  to  India  for  27  years.  For  full  in¬ 
formation  write  Bob  at:  8532  Emerson  Ave.  S., 
Bloomington,  MN  55420,  or  phone  (612)  884-8786. 


STORY  TELLING!  ENHANCE  BIBLE  school, 
worship,  camp,  retreats,  more.  Also  puppetry, 
music,  workshops.  Nancy  Burks,  1201  Abe  s 
Landing,  Granbury,  TX  76049.  (817)  S73-8928. 


GAY/LESBIAN  MINISTRIES—  explore  with 
“Open  Hands,"  quarterly  magazine  of  the  Recon¬ 
ciling  Congregation  Program.  $  16/year.  Free 
sample.  3801  N.  Keeler  Avenue,  Chicago,  IL 
60641.  (312)  736-5526.  Fax:  (312)  )36-5475. 


FOR  SALE:  TWO  STORY,  TWO  BEDROOM, 
1.5  bath,  fully  furnished,  summer  cottage  in  Des 
Plains  Methodist  Campground,  Cook  County  Illi¬ 
nois  (Chicago)  Forest  Preserve.  All  amenities  in- 
cluded.  $14,000 


Oobo.  (310)  209-1214. 


"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi- 
dents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507, 


FOR  BEST  SEATS  AT  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
Play  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.,  reserve  now  at  Kel¬ 
ler’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)!  Just  $30  each  includes  lodging,  meals,  tax¬ 
es,  and  best  ($12.50)  tickets!  Call  (501)  253-8418. 


Shalom  Zones  can  help  UMC  recover 
historic  links  to  the  poor,  says  bishop 


By  THOMAS  McANALLY 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Shalom  Zones,  a 
concept  born  at  the  1992  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  as 
an  immediate  response  to  the  Los 
Angeles  riots,  is  one  way  the  de¬ 
nomination  can  get  back  in  touch 
with  the  poor. 

That  was  the  observation  of  host 
Bishop  Kenneth  L.  Carder  as  he 
spoke  May  24  to  a  national  commit¬ 
tee  directing  shalom  efforts. 

Methodism  had  its  roots  among 
the  poor,  Bishop  Carder  said,  but 
now  is  “middle- 
class  in  structure, 
the  way  we  oper¬ 
ate  and  function.” 

Noting  that  the 
poor  are  at  the 
“heart  of  the  gos¬ 
pel,”  Bishop  Card¬ 
er  said  the  church 
is  unable  to  “par-  Bishop  Carder 
ticipate  fully  in  the  gospel  without  a 
relationship  to  the  poor.” 

United  Methodist  bishops  have 
covenanted  with  one  another  to  es¬ 
tablish  personal  relationships  with 
the  poor,  according  to  Bishop  Card¬ 
er,  but  are  finding  it  difficult.  “Our 
difficulty  as  bishops  even  having 
friends  among  the  poor  is  illustra¬ 
tive  of  the  problem  for  the  whole 
denomination.” 

Bishop  Carder  pointed  to  Meth¬ 
odism’s  beginnings  in  18th-century 
England,  where  John  Wesley  served 
the  poor  with  such  innovations  as  a 
free  health  clinic  and  a  lending 
agency.  Just  as  Wesley’s  ministry 
was  shaped  by  the  poor,  Bishop 
Carder  said,  the  poor  can  help 
transform  the  church  today. 

“Our  best  hope  is  not  theological 
orthodoxy,  new  planning  processes, 
new  programs  or  new  legislation,” 


he  said.  “Our  best  hope  is  to  turn 
toward  the  poor.” 

A  Shalom  Zone  is  defined  as  a 
“geographic  area  within  a  commu¬ 
nity  in  which  congregations  work 
with  their  community  to  develop 
economic  prosperity,  eliminate  rac¬ 
ism,  coordinate  community  re¬ 
sources,  empower  community 
leaders  and  residents  to  plan  for 
their  community’s  future,  and  pro¬ 
claim  the  gospel.” 

Goals  of  the  effort  include  chang¬ 
ing  systemic  issues  so  that  shalom 
(Hebrew  for  peace)  can  be  realized. 
Committee  members  repeatedly 
stressed  that  the  shalom  concept  in¬ 
volves  more  than  expanding  charity 
and  social  services. 

Specific  services  include  job  train¬ 
ing,  housing  and  business  develop¬ 
ment.  Within  the  communities, 
congregations  are  encouraged  to  be 
“effective  witnesses  of  the  gospel  and 
strategic  bases  for  ministry.” 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  committee  chairman,  and  other 
committee  members  stressed  the  im¬ 
portance  of  recognizing  that  the  Sha¬ 
lom  Zone  concept  is  a  long-term 
strategy  that  requires  a  five-  to  10- 
year  commitment. 

The  church’s  New  York-based 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
is  assisting  the  Shalom  Zone  program 
through  training,  development  of  a 
strategic  plan,  resource  materials, 
technical  assistance  and  leverage  of 
funds.  Coordinator  is  the  Rev.  John 
R.  Schol,  staff  member  of  the  board’s 
National  Division. 

Since  the  quadrennial  conference 
in  Louisville,  Ky.,  United  Method¬ 
ist  bishops  launched  the  shalom  ef¬ 
fort  in  Los  Angeles  where  seven 
sites  are  located.  Boston  has  five 
Shalom  Zone  sites;  Miami  and  New 
York,  four  each;  and  Chicago,  two. 
Another  five  are  emerging,  it  was 


reported. 

More  than  $263,000  was  raised 
in  a  special  bishops’  appeal,  which 
ended  April  30,  for  shalom  commu¬ 
nities  in  Los  Angeles.  An  ongoing 
channel  of  giving  for  the  shalom  ef¬ 
fort  throughout  the  entire  church 
has  been  established  through  the 
church’s  “Advance”  second-mile 
giving  program  (Communities  of 
Shalom  Advance  No.  742566-0). 


TRINITY  InJDIES 
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1-800-848-2131 


PEW  CUSHIONS 


custom  tilled  lot  your  pews  from  an  excellent  selection 
ot  fabrics  and  colors  Free  quoiations1 
—  »nl«  or  call  — 


Waggoners,  Inc. 

PO  Bo«  1054  Hutchinson  KS  67501 

TOLL  FREE  1-800-642-3739 


Tired  of  the  HUMP? 
The  solution—  15 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised 


roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Traneportatlon  800-330-3622 
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Bishop  Oden  announces  1994-95  Conference  appointments 


if'illiam  B.  Oden  announced  ministerial  appointments  Thursday, 
auuc  y,  m  ihe  close  of  the  24th  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  held  at  Centena¬ 
ry  College  and  First  UMC,  Shreveport.  The  appointments  became  effective  af¬ 
ter  the  close  of  Annual  Conference.  Ministers  will  move  to  their  appointments 
Tuesday,  June  14. 


ACAD  JANA 

District  Superintendent . 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island . 

Berwick,  First . 

Dulac,  Clanton  Chapel . 

Franklin: 

Asbury-Trinity . 

First-McGowen . 

Houma: 

First . . . . . 

Houma  Heights-Gibson . 

Wesley-Mt.  Vernon . 

Indian  Bayou-Rayne.  Centenary . 

Jeanerette: 

St.  Paul-Fitzgerald-Mt.  Zion . 

St.  Peter-Godman . . 

Krotz  Springs-Lottie.  Wilson  Memorial . 
Lafayette: 


DISTRICT 

. C.  Gerald  Richardson  4 

. Barry  Hoekstra  2 

. Barbara  S.  Duke  2 

(Cyril  A.  Kirby  Verret  PTLP)  6 


(James  N.  Kirk  PTLP)  1 
. . William  A.  Rowell  3 


Mathews.  Memorial -Bayou  Blue . 

. (Gregory  C.  Litsey  FTTP) 

Morgan  City: 

Walrasley-Mason . 

Napoleon ville,  Wesley-Woodlawn . 

New  Iberia: 

First . . 

. (Dan  Washington.  Jr.,  PTLP) 

. (Albert  Holland  FTLP) 

Associate... 

Mt.  Zion . 

St.  J^mes-Bnggs . 

New  Roads.  First-Rosedale . 

Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial . . 

St.  Mark . 

Patterson . 

Port  Barrc... . 

Scott  Chapel-St  Paul-St.  James .. 

St.  Martinville.  Mallalieu . 

St.  Paul-Green-Wiley . 

Thibodaux: 

Calvary . . 

First-Vacheric . 

Magnolia. . 


. (Pamela  Fitch  PTLP) 

..  (Larry  L.  Freeman.  Sr.  PTLP) 

. James  F.  Haynes 

. (R.  Donald  Gentry  FTLP) 

. Theo  S.  Standley 

.  (Guy  E.  West,  Jr.) 

. C.  Jeffrey  Duke 

. (C.  Ann  Sutton  PTLP) 

. T.B.S. 

. Le Baron  Taylor  PM 

.  (Leroy  Brumfield  PTLP) 


..(Clifton  C.  Conrad,  Sr.  PTLP)  3 

. Deborah  L.  Drash  3 

. (Joseph  Holland  PTLP)  3 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Donald  R.  Avery 

Alexandria: 

First 

Associate. 


. John  E.  Fellers 

....  Charles  R.  Langford 

. Larry  D  O’Dell 

(J.T.  Cupples  PTLP  R) 


Horseshoe  Drive-Hineston,  Fellowship 

MacArthur  Dnve-HoUins  Chapel . 

Newman 

St.  Mark's . . . 

Trinity-Pleasant  Grove . 

Wilton . 

Atlanta-Sanders  Chapel-Strange . 

Ball-Clear  Creek . 

Boyce: 

Lahey  Chapel . 

Union-Melder,  St.  Mark's . 

Bunkie: 

David  Haas  Memorial-Evergreen- White's  Chapel . Richard  O.  Teeter 

Trinity . Richard  H.  Harry  R 

Booneville,  Wesley . (Emmett  Collins  PTLP) 

Campti: 

First-St.  Maurice . T.B.S. 

St.  Paul-Mt  Zion . T.B.S. 

Cbeneyville,  St.  Paul . T.B.S. 

Greater  Colfax  Parish: 

Boyce,  First-Colfax,  First-Montgomery-Mt.  Zion 


. T.B.S. 

. (Jarrell  R.  Morgan  FTLP) 

. (Dorothy  Johnson  PTLP) 

...(Leon  L.  Zordan,  Jr.  PTLP) 
.  (George  K.  Reech,  II  PTLP) 

. (Glinda  M.  Doucet  PTLP) 

. T.B.S. 


Co-Pastor... 

Co- Pastor... 

Glenmora . . . 

Jena,  Nolley  Memoriai-Belah . 

Jonesville-Bethel . 

Lecompte-  Bayou  Chicot -Cbeneyville .. 

MarksviUe-Oak  Grove-Simmesport . 

MarthaviUe-Beulah . 

Melder,  First-Sieper . . 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury- Williams  Chapel-St.  Marks... 
College  Avenue-Provencal-Weaver 

Emmanuel . 

First  . 

Oak  Grove.. . 

Olla-Urania . 

Palestine . 

Pineville: 

First  . 

Associate . 

Wesley . 

Pollock-Liberty  Chapel  . . 

Trout.  Justiss  MemonaJ-Eden- 

Georgetown.  Selma. . 

Winnficld-Couley . 


..(Michael  D.  Comgan  FTLP) 

. (Retha  V.  Corrigan  FTLP) 

. T.B.S. 

. John  R.  Johns 

. .  Rhonda  F.  Yonley 

. James  W.  Jones 

. (Marvin  A.  Pratt  FTLP) 

'  (Lonnie  M.  Waidi’ng  FTLP  R  j 

. James  A.  Graham 

. T.B.S. 

. T.B.S. 

. Douglas  L.  Cain 

. (Fred  B.  Moore.  Jr.) 

. Cage  M.  McLemore 

. ..(George  A.  McVay) 


3 


. Jimmie  D.  Pyles  II 

. Jon  E.  Tellifero  2 

(James  E  Ray,  Sr  PTLP)  1 
(Bryant  E.  Gore  FTLP  R)  2 


..  (David  C.  Carlton  FTLP) 
. Byrd  L.  Terry 


BATON  ROUGE 

District  Superintendent  . ... 

Baton  Rouge  Metropolitan  Area: 

Baker . 

Bethel . 

Blackwater . 

Associate . . . 

Broadmoor  . 

Associate..: . . . . . 

Associate . . . 

Associate . . . 

Associate . 

Camphor  Memonal . . 

Deerford-St.  Paul . 

Evangeline . 

First . . . 

Associate . 

Associate . 

Associate . 

Francis  Asbury . . . 

Hughes  Memorial-Genesis . . 

Associate . 

Ingleside . . . 

Jefferson . 

Jordan-Maringouin,  St.  Peter . 

Magnolia . .... 

Neely . 

St.  Andrew's . . 

St.  John's . . 

Associate . 

Executive  Minister . 

St.  Luke’s . . . 

St.  Mark . 

University,  William  B.  Reily  Memonal 

Associate . 

Wesley . . 

Clinton: 

First-Clear  Creek . 

Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul . . . 

St.  Peter-Jackson  Chapel . 

Convent,  St.  James-Ninde  Chapel . 

Donaldsonville: 

First  . . 

St.  Peter-Belle  Rose.  St.  James . 

Galvez,  Carpenter’s  Chapel . 

Gonzales,  First . 

Jackson-Ethel . . 

Lobdell.  LeJeune . 

Plaquemine 

First-Grand  River . 

Hurst-St.  Luke . 

Port  Allen,  Scott-Shiloh . 

Prairieville,  Meadows  Chapel . 

Rosedale.  Hartzell . 

St.  Amant,  Faithful-New  River . 

St.  Francisville . 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek . . 


. Alan  D.  Einsel  3 

. Cecil  C.  Mims  R  2 

. T.B.S. 

.  Karen  F.  Davis  1 

. T.B.S. 

. . (Eddie  Francis)  2 

. (William  Jacobs  PTLP)  1 


DISTRICT 

.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir  6 

. .  J.  Edwin  Dilworth  2 

. J  Penn  Morgan  3 

Douglas  B.  deGraffenreid  1 

. Thomas  E.  Dolph  2 

.  Charles  B.  Simmons  5 

.  Kenneth  M.  Carroll  4 

. . . Karl  S.  Klaus  2 

. Michael  J.  Wethey  PM  4 

. Donald  J.  Hall  R  2 

. Roger  D.  Lathan  3 

. John  C.  Coker.  Sr.  6 

. Larry  D.  Norman  I 

....  Chnstophcr  H.  Andrews  6 

. William  L.  Youngblood  3 

. Lorris  M.  Wimberly.  Jr.  6 

. Franklin  P.  Poole  12 

. Frank  B.  Akin  3 

. William  J.  Miller  25 

. Nathaniel  P.  Perry  R  I 

. Timothy  E.  Lawson  5 

. CarolS.  Winn  1 

. Clarence  L.  Hillard  7 

(Wayne  Howington  FTLP)  6 

. Arnold  V.  Brown  3 

. ..Rod  Kennedy  2 

. Donald  K  McDowell  5 

. . J.  Albert  Tnckett  R  3 

. . Kathy  H.  Schaffhauser  1 

. Michael  T.  Head  2 

. .  Randall  E.  Campbell  5 

.  DeWitt  M.  Ginn  4 

. Mark  Bray  PM  2 

.  Freddie  C.  Henderson  7 

. J.  Thomas  Logan  2 

..(Henry  Louis  Jones  PTLP)  2 

. Laurence  E.  Hall  R  4 

. (Curtis  Johnson  PTLP)  6 

. Stephen  C.  Fleming  4 

. (Ernest  E.  Scott  PTLP)  3 

. Lael  S.  Jones  R  2 

. Samuel  D.  Reeves  2 

. Randall  B.  Scrivener  2 

.  Robert  Williams  I 

. Weldon  C. Bares  4 

..(Thomas  A.  Wesley  PTLP)  11 

. (Ulysse  Stephens  FTLP)  I 

. Angus  L.  Carruth  R  2 

. Carolyn  A.  Stokes  3 

. (Owen  H.  Peyton  FTLP)  I 

. (Harold  B  Babin  FTLP)  23 

(L.  Darwin  Brechcen  PTLP)  6 


Spillman.  New  Hope-Concord . 

. T.B.S 

. T.BS 

Zachary 

Moses  Chapel-Beech  Grove . (Willie  Laws  PTLP) 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

District  Supenntendent . J.  Lawrence  Maddin 

Cameron.  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier . (Joseph  L.  Rountree) 

DeRidder: 

First 

Co- Pastor . 

Wesley-Merryville . 

. Marie  P.  Williams 

. Alfred  C  Bakewell,  III 

Eunice,  First-ViUe  Platte . 

. Gary  L.  Van  Horn 

. TBS. 

. TBS. 

Kinder-Squyres . 

Lake  Arthur-Crowley,  Wesley . 

Lake  Charles: 

. .  Charles  W.  Crews 

. . (Glynn  L.  Foreman  FTLP) 

Minister  of  Visitation  . . 

Oak  Park . 

St.  Luke-Simpson . 

. Carl  F  Lueg  R 

. . Tommy  R.  Bergeron,  Sr. 

. James  Humphreys 

. Daniel  H  Miller 

Leesville: 

Korean . Isaac  G.  Moon  PM 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia-Haskin  Chapel . (Robert  M.  Eckerle,  Jr.  PTLP) 

Oberlin-Basile . 

. (Jerold  R.  Hoffpauir  PTLP) 

Sulphur 

Welsh: 

Jones-Mallalieu-T  rinity . 

. Darlene  Moore-James 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

Baskin . 

Bastrop: 

Memonal-Mer  Rouge . . . 

. . .77.'* '. .V. . . .  .7  B .  Ramon  Warren 

. Gary  D.  WiUis 

Monroe: 

Reveille . 

St.  Andrew's-Bartholomew . 

. . M.  Stuart  Sherman 

St.  Joseph-Waterproof-Wesley . 

. David  J  Sheehan  PM 

Tallulah  Lillard  R  BeviU . 

Washington  Circuit: 

Washington  Chapel-Mt.  Sinai-Mt  Nebo- 

West  Monroe: 

McGuire . 

. William  H.  Willis 

Winnsboro-Gilbert . 

. Douglas  R.  Foreman 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

District  Supenntendent . 

Belle  Chasse . 

Buras,  T rinity-Hope  Chapel . 

Gretna: 

Kenner. 

Messiah-EI  Mesias  . 

LaPlace,  First-Lutcher . 

Associate . 

(Regina  B.  Hickman  PTLP) 

Lutcher  Chapel -Gonzales,  St.  Landry. 

(Gregory  McClay.  Sr.  PTLP) 

Mctamc: 

New  Orleans: 

Algiers.  First . 

Asbury-St.  Matthew . 

. Andrew  J  Douglas 

Aurora . ., . 

W  Odell  Simmons 

Bethany . 

.  Kenneth  M.  Fisher 

Brooks . . 

. Lance  E.  Brown  PM 

Associate . 

Carrollton-Metainc  . 

First . . 

. Kenneth  R  Jones 

First  Street . . . 

Grace . 

.  Robert  F.  Hamngton  R 

Hartzell . 

(James  S.  Davidson  R) 

Haven  . 

Jefferson . 

Rebecca  D  Conner  PM 

Korean . 

LaHarpe- Thompson . 

Lake  Vista . 

Mount  Zion . 

Napoleon  Avcnue-St.  Mark's . 

Parker  Memorial . 

W  Craig  Gilliam  OD 

Peck . 

. McKinley  Franklin 

Peoples . 

Philips  Memonal-Shaw  Temple 

Rayne  Memonal . 

. George  A  Duerson 

Associate . 

Ross-Williams . 

. (Burnell  Bell  FTLP) 

St.  Luke's . 

.  Wesley  C.  Reagan 

St.  Philip-John  Wesley . 

(Walter  B.  Pennington  PTLP) 

Trinity  of  Gcntilly . 

. Timothy  M.  Smith 

Trinity-Wesley.... . 

.  Samuel  E.  Butler.  Jr  OD 

NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Carl  E.  Rhoads,  III 

Amite-Independence . G.  Larry  Maxwell,  Sr. 

Angie,  Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak-Mary’s  Chapel . (Oscar  Tippin,  Jr.  FTLP) 

BogaJusa: 


Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memonal... 
Thirkield-Harry's  Chapel .. 


. . J.  Vernon  Fairley 

..(Louis  A.  Smith  PTLP) 


Bush . - . 

Covington: 

. W  Ralph  Ford  PM 

Denham  Springs: 

. (Wilbur  G.  C.  Davis.  Sr  ) 

Franklinton: 

Winan-Hayes  Chapel . 

. Terrence  S.  August 

. . T.B.S. 

. T.B.S. 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon . 

. . .  James  Patric  Upton  OD 

Livingston . 

. . (Paul  Corse  PTLP) 

Mandeville: 

. T.B.S. 

Ponchatoula: 

Lee's  Landing . 

. Verna  L.  Buell  R 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate . 

. Cliff  C.  Wright,  Jr. 

Springfield: 

Talisbeek-Sun . 

...  (William  Johnny  Clark  PTLP) 

T  ickfaw,  Nesom  Memorial . 

. (Michael  G.  Barton  PTLP) 

Walker 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Arizona . . 

Bernice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield . 

. (William  J.  Maxey  PTLP) 

. (Lloyd  E.  Scott  FTLP) 

Doyline-Sibley . 

Eros-Antioch,  Eros ... . 

. . (T.  Lynn  Malone,  Jr.  SLP) 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove . 

Haynesville-Shongaloo. . 

.  George  B.  Cunningham 

Jonesboro . 

Marion-Bird's  Chapel . 

Minden: 

First . 

Lakeview . . . 

. (Thomas  A.  Wilson) 

Pilgrim  Rest . 

Pine  Grove- Bethlehem . 

Pleasant  Valley . 

. (Samuel  Bradley  PTLP) 

. (Joseph  H.  Windham  PTLP) 

. (Joe  E.  Hunter  PTLP) 

Ruston: 

Faith- Wesley  Chapel . . 

Grace . 

. . Karen  Edenfield  PM 

Associate . . 

Minister  of  Visitation . . 

Spn  ngh  i  ll-Sarepta 

Co-Pastor . 

. M.  Roily  Walker 

. William  B.  Stokes,  Jr.  R 

Co-Pastor . 

. Ronald  D.  Dauphin 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

Coushatta-Wesley  Chapel . 

Many-Bayou  Scie . 

. Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr. 

New  Light-Bradford  Chapel . 

Plain  Deal  mg- Walker's  Oiaoel . 

. (Levi  Moore  PTLP) 

Pleasant  Hill-Mitchell-Pelican . (Carl  D.  Munyon  PTLP) 

Shady  Grove-Jewella . 

Vivian . 

Wesley-Rosa-James  Cbapel-St.  Matthew 

. Robert  Townsend 

. Nathan  Daniels.  Jr. 

Shreveport-Bossier  City: 

Asbury . 

Bossier  City.  First . 

Associate . 

Associate . . 

Associate . 

Associate . 

. Bryan  S.  Dauphin 

Associate . . . . . 

Caddo  Heights . 

Christ . . . 

Ellerbe  Road . 

Fairfield-Faith . 

. George  F.  Pearce.  Jr.  R 

. Wilson  H.  Brent  R 

. J.  Roddy  Taylor 

(James  A.  Van  Hook.  Jr  PTLP) 

Fellowship . . . 

Grace  Community . 

. Gregory  R.  Davis 

Keithville . 

Lakeview . 

. Clifford  N.  McCall  OD 

Love  Chapel . 

Mangum . 

McDonald . 

Momingside-Cedar  Grove . 

. (John  H.  La vo) 

. Paul  C.  Carroll.  Sr 

. (Clyde  T.  Smith  PTLP) 

. J.  Van  Dickens,  III 

Noel . . . 

Associate . 

North  Highlands . 

St  James-Round  Grove . 

St.  Luke's 

Co-Pastor . 

. Grayson  B.  Watson 

. Garland  Dean.  Jr.  R 

. Conrad  P  Edwards 

. Macky  R  Giles  PM 

Co-Pastor . 

St.  Paul . 

. .» . Sandi  B.  Huber 

Associate . 

Associate . 

Associate . 

Minister  of  Music. . 

Scholar  in  Residence . 

Summer  Grove . 

Associate . 

Tnmty-Haughton . 

. Richard  H.  Humphries 

. .  Brian  R.  Barron  PM 

. William  F.  Mayo  R 

. (Will  Andress  FTLP) 

. Donald  A.  Webb  R 

. WiUis  W.  Dear 

. Terry  A.  Love  PM 

.  Katby  A.  Clark-Dickens 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN 
CONNECTIONAL  STRUCTURE 

Conference  Staff 

Executive  Director  of  Administrative  Services/ 

Treasurer/Secretary/Statistician . Stone  W.  Caraway  BR  4 

Executive  Director  of 

Council  on  Ministries . Donald  C.  Cottrill  BR  5 

Executive  Director  of  La. 

United  Methodist  Foundation . . Kenneth  R.  Reed  BR  5 

Director  of  Special  Ministries/ 

Institutional  Development . George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr.  BR  3 

Director.  Educational  & 

Worship  Ministries,  COM . Leslie  N.  Akin  BR  4 

Director  of  Youth  and 

Campus  Ministries,  COM . Roger  Templeton  PM  BR  I 

Director  of  Parish  Development 

Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness . John  M.  Winn,  Jr.  NO  5 

Staff  of  General  Agencies 

Area  Secretary, 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries . Julius  Jefferson  NO  7 

Editor,  Spanish  Publications, 

Board  of  Discipleship,  Nashville . Marta  L.  Sanfiel  NO  2 

Staff  of  Jurisdictional  Agencies 
Executive  Director  of 

South  Central  Jurisdiction . L.  Ray  Branton  SH  3 

Missionaries 

United  Theological  College, 

Bangalore,  India . Carlos  A.  Welch  A L  8 

Faculty  and  Administrators  of  United  Methodist  Theological 
Schools  and  Other  Educational  Institutions 

Asst.  Dean  of  the  Chapel/Director 

Religious  Life,  Duke  University . Debra  K.  Brazzcl  AC  4 

Professor  of  Social  Ethics, 

Candler  School  of  Theology . Theodore  R.  Weber  NO  37 

President,  The  Jefferson  Circle . David  G.  Trickett  NO  7 

Asst.  Professor  of  Theology,  St.  Joseph's  Univ., 

Philadelphia . Millicent  C.  Feske  NO  2 

Protestant  Chaplain.  Wellesley 

College,  Wellesley,  Mass . Erika  Jefferson  PM  NO  2 

T.  L.  James  Professor  of  Religion/ 

Chap.A  Chp.  Dept.  Religion, 

Centenary  College . Robert  Ed  Taylor  SH  34 

Director,  CSCC  Program,  Centenary . Jayne  Trammell-Kelly  SH  3 

Assoc.  Dean/Community  Life, 


Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Consultant.  UMCOR . „ . 

Campus  Ministers 

University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana 

Southern  University . 

TUCM-LSU . 

McNeese  University . 

Northeast  Louisiana  University . 

Tulane  University . . . 

UNO.  SUNO.  Delgado  . 

Campus  Minister,  United  Ministries/Higher 

Education.  University  of  Nebraska,  Lincoln,  Neb . Melissa  Draper  NS 

Grambling  State  University . E.  Andrew  Goff  PM  RUS 

Louisiana  Tech  University . Andrew  R.  Hurst  RUS 


Linn  Miller  Caraway  SH  1 3 
,..W  Dwight  Ramsey  SH  3 

.  R.  Don  Ross  AC  17 

. Carolyn  A.  Stokes  BR  3 

Randall  K.  Nichols  BR  12 

. Wayne  G.  Taylor  LC  1 2 

James  E  Wilson  MON  26 
7 
5 


John  M.  Higginbotham.  Jr.  NO 
...Dale  E.  Branch  NO 


SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  EXTENSION  MINISTRIES 
Armed  Forces  and  Veterans  Administration  Chaplaincy 

US  Air  Force .  John  G.  Whitley  BR  1 1 

US  Air  Force . W.  Scott  Adams  AL  1 


Coord.  Treatment  Center,  Outpatient  Gen. 
Psy.  Serv.,  VA  Hospital,  NO  .. 


...Clarence  G.  Fuller  NO  1 5 


US  Navy . . . Robert  G.  Rowland  NO  20 

Correctional  Institutions  Chaplaincy 

Dixon  Correctional  Institute,  Jackson . Bertrand  Griffin  BR  1 8 

Louisiana  Training  Institute,  Baton  Rouge . Mary  S.  Baugh  BR  1 

Health  Care  Fields,  Community  Service  Organizations 
and  Other  Related  Ministries 

Director,  Dulac  Ministries . Donald  R.  Morgan  AC  2 

Home  Health/Child  Guidance, 

Mesquite,  Dallas . M.  Theresa  McConnell  AL  1 

C.  P.  E.  Supervisor,  Our  Lady  of  the 

Lake  Medical  Center,  Baton  Rouge . Thomas  M.  Babington,  III  BR  1 

Chaplain,  South  Carolina  Dept.  Youth  Services . Howard  D.  Ellzey  BR  22 

Chaplain,  Baton  Rouge  General  Hospital . Stephen  C.  Fleming  BR  4 

Exec.  Vice  President, 

Neubes  Leben  International . John  Howard  Sewell  BR  2 

Chaplain,  East  La.  State  Hospital,  Jackson . Walter  C.  Worthy  R  BR  24 

Chaplain.  Memorial  Hospital,  Lake  Charles . David  DeWitt  LC  2 

Director,  Peoples  Community  Center . (Marva  L.  Mitchell  FTLP)  NO  3 

Chaplain/Director  Pastoral  Care,  Pendleton 

Memorial  Methodist  Hospital . Paul  G.  Durbin  NO  19 

Chaplain,  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital . Judy  E.  Nelson  NO  13 

Relief  Chaplain,  Pendleton  Memorial 

Methodist  Hospital . (Allen  Anderson  PTLP)  NO  2 

Chap./Pastoral  Counselor,  Ec.  Center  for  Religion 

&  Health,  San  Antonio . Maria  J.  Kennedy  NO  8 

Wesley  Community  Center. 

Atlanta-Gen.  Brd.  Global  Min . William  C.  Taylor  NO  12 

Pastoral  Counselor,  Bohlen  &  Assoc..  Springfield,  Ill . Roy  B.  Nash  NO  5 

Clinical  Dir.  Pastoral  Counseling  Center, 

Southern  Baptist  Hospital,  NO . M.  Douglas  Ezell  NO  3 

Student  Chaplain,  Oschner.  East  Jefferson 

&  Children's  Hospital.  N.O . 

St.  Thomas/lnsh  Channel  Consortium . 

Chaplain/Director  of  Devel  &  Christian 
Education.  Methodist  Children's  Home 

Chaplain.  Evergreen  Ministries . 

Evergreen  Ministries . 

Shreveport  Family  Counseling  Center . 

Family  Counseling  &  Children’s  Services... 

St.  Joseph's  Hospital.  Tampa.  Fla . 


. (Earline  Guidry  SLP)  NO 

. C.  David  Billings,  Jr.  NO 

..  Mickey  D  Stnngfield  RUS 

. S.  Kemper  Smith  RUS 

. R.  Stephen  Casey  SH 

. Charles  E.  Roper  SH 

. K.  Dale  Hensarling  SH 

.  SamuelS.  Hook  SH 


SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  BEYOND  THE  MINISTRY  USUALLY 
EXTENDED  THROUGH  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

Exec.  Dir.  Creative  Min.,  Durham,  N.C . Cathy  S.  Carlson  MON  19 

Assistant  Dean  of  Students, 

University  of  Wisconsin . William  D.  McLean  RUS  10 


SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  OTHER  VALID  MINISTRIES 


Appointed  to  Atteod  School 

Candler  School  of  Theology . 

. Virginia  D.  MiUet  PM  BR 

Perkins  School  of  Theology  . 

Curtiss  D  Eden  PM  NO 

Disability  Leave 

Family  Leave 

Leave  of  Absence 

Leave  of  Absence . 

Leave  of  Absence . 

Leave  of  Absence . 

.....  (PerceU  Church.  Sr.)  NO 
Martha  W  Edgerton  PM  NS 

Leave  of  Absence 

Paul  D.  Davis  SH 

5 
4 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
1 
3 

sence  .  Paul  D.  Davis  SH 

Deaconess 

Deaconess . Evelyn  Murphree  R  NO 

Diaconal  Ministers 

Director  of  Christian  Education, 

FUMC,  Houma . Barbara  C.  Einsel  AC 

Director  of  Christian  Education, 

FUMC,  Thibodaux . Monica  Monk  AC 

Director,  Child  Develop.  &  Membership 

Cultivation.,  Univ.,  BR .  Linda  Fox  BR 

Director  of  Youth  Ministries,  Broadmoor,  BR . John  Ed  Harper  BR 

Director,  Christian  Education.  Broadmoor,  BR . Sue  Kelly  BR 

Director  of  Music,  Broadmoor,  BR  .  ...  J  Sidney  Montegudo  BR 

Licensed  Mental  Health  Counselor. 

Oakdale  ( Deaconess) . Norma  Garlington  LC 

Director.  Conf.  Rel/Div.  of 

Diaconal  Mm.,  Nashville  . ..Joaquin  Garcia  MON 

Director  of  Music.  First  UMC,  Monroe  .  Kern  Alexander  MON 

Director  of  Christian  Education, 

FUMC,  Slidell . Carolyn  B.  Foster  NS 

Director  of  Music,  Trinity  UMC.  Ruston .  Roger  Michael  Cloud  RUS 

Minister  of  Education.  St  Luke's  . . Charlotte  T  Brent  SH 

Director  of  Music,  Noel . Suzanne  B.  Cate  SH 

Pastoral  Assistant,  Vivian . Michele  V.  Townsend  SH 

Adult  Ministries  &  Evangelism,  Noel . Regina  Wren  SH 

Transferred  In 

Lou  Ann  Hollis . 6-1-94 . Little  Rock 

Robert  Hollis... . 6-1-94 .  Little  Rock 

Benjamin  Santana  PM  . 6-1-94 . New  York 

Transferred  Out 

A.  Trent  Palmer.  Ill . 6-1-94 . Little  Rock 

Herbert  M.  Scott . . . 6-1-94 . Oregon-ldaho 


Our  faith  requires  us 
to  fight  Haiti  embargo 

The  image  offered  by  a  United  ~ - - - 

Methodist  layman  who  volunteer:  FnitOrml 
frequently  in  Haiti  makes  one  re- 
coil:  1 


'Mission'  a  delicate  matter  in  Nepal 

Third  of  five  parts - . . - ■ 


“Those  who  were  poor  before  are 
now  very  poor;  those  who  were  very 
poor  are  now  dead.” 

What  caused  this  cataclysm? 

Sadly,  the  situation  has  resulted 
from  the  U.S./U.N.-backed  trade 
sanctions  and  fuel  embargo — sup¬ 
ported  by  many  Christians — against 
Haiti’s  military  dictatorship. 

Economic  sanctions  are  among 
the  “last  resort"  social-justice  tac¬ 
tics  Christians  have  used  effective¬ 
ly  in  places  such  as  South  Africa. 
But  Christians  should  take  into  ac¬ 
count  the  reality  that  the  situa¬ 
tions  in  South  Africa  and  Haiti  are 
miles  apart  in  more  than  mere  ge¬ 
ography. 

In  reality,  the  world’s  great  pow¬ 
ers  are  grinding  an  economic  heel 
on  the  necks  of  the  poorest  people 
in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  inde¬ 
fensibly  causing  them  misery  and 
death  (see  UMR,  June  3). 

The  Clinton  administration’s 
embargo  is  intended  to  force  Hai¬ 
ti’s  military  leaders — who  deposed 
the  country’s  first  democratically- 
elected  president,  Jean  Bertrand 
Aristide — to  step  down  and  to  re¬ 
turn  Dr.  Aristide  to  power. 

Ostensibly,  this  was  to  happen 
by  economically  squeezing  the 
military  leaders  and  their  financial 
backers  and  by  denying  them  fuel. 

However,  recent  articles  in  such 
major  media  as  The  New  York 
Times,  Time  and  Newsweek  report 
that  Haiti’s  elite,  with  known  links 
to  the  military,  are  gamering  “gro¬ 
tesque”  profits  on  the  black  market. 

The  articles  also  report  that  the 
Haitian  military  and  its  backers — 
the  ones  with  money,  guns  and  pow¬ 
er — have  enormous  stockpiles  of 


fuel  and  can  hold  out  indefinitely. 

Meanwhile,  the  people  who  are 
being  destroyed  by  sanctions — the 
majority  of  the  6.3  million  popula¬ 
tion  that  lacks  food,  fuel,  clean  wa¬ 
ter  and  medicine — have  no  power 
to  force  the  military  to  step  down. 

The  latter  group,  in  our  estima¬ 
tion,  are  among  "the  least  of 
these”  that  Jesus  calls  us  to  serve. 
Faithfulness  to  that  calling  de¬ 
mands  that  we  rise  above  political 
policy.  In  regard  to  Haiti,  this 
means  we  must  speak  on  behalf  of 
those  without  voice  and  work  on 
their  behalf. 

In  that  light,  we  urge  you  and 
your  congregation  to  undertake 
the  following: 

f  Scrutinize  and  discuss  in  any 
appropriate  forum  in  your  church 
the  impact  of  the  U.S.-backed  em¬ 
bargo  on  the  people  of  Haiti.  Re¬ 
sources  for  such  discussion  can 
include  recent  issues  of  Time  and 
Newsweek  and  the  June  3  issue  of 
the  Reporter.  Invite  Christian  mis¬ 
sionaries  or  Volunteers-in-Mission 
who  have  been  to  Haiti  to  present 
eyewitness  accounts. 

•f  Write,  fax  and  call  U.S.  offi¬ 
cials  to  protest  the  Clinton  admin¬ 
istration’s  economic  sanctions  and 
embargo  against  Haiti. 

S  Pray  for  U.S.  officials  to  com¬ 
prehend  the  suffering  caused  by 
economic  sanctions  so  that  they  will 
lift  the  embargo.  Likewise,  pray  for 
God  to  sustain  the  Haitians  during 
this  terrible  time  of  trial. 

f  Support  missions  to  Haiti, 
such  as  those  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  that  will  alleviate  the  hun¬ 
ger,  illness,  poverty  and  degrada¬ 
tion  being  caused  by  the  embargo. 
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Church-related  efforts  such  as  this  Methodist  Sunday  school  in 
College  Bird,  Haiti,  are  among  the  few  hopeful  signs  many  Hai¬ 
tians  see  during  difficult  days  of  economic  sanctions.  Christians 
must  expand  their  actions  on  behalf  of  Haitians  to  include  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  U.S.-backed  embargo  of  Haiti  (see  editorial  above). 

Claim  a  place  in  the  news 


A  Roman  Catholic  priest  recent¬ 
ly  caught  The  New  York  Times  up 
short — rightly  so,  in  our  opinion — 
for  its  coverage  of  the  Jacqueline 
Kennedy  Onassis  funeral. 

In  a  letter  published  in  the 
Times,  the  Rev.  Walter  F.  Modrys, 
pastor  of  the 
Church  of  St.  Ig¬ 
natius  Loyola 
where  the  service 
was  held,  remind¬ 
ed  the  newspaper 
that  its  coverage 
‘omitted  specific 
reference  to  the 
Catholic  ceremo-  Jacqueline  Onassis 
ny,  to  the  affirmation  of  religious 
faith  or  the  prayers  of  consolation 
for  the  family  and  other  mourners.” 

The  service’s  overriding  theme, 
the  pastor  said,  “was  the  entrust¬ 
ing  of  Jacqueline  to  the  gracious 
mercy  of  God.” 

The  valuable  lesson  in  this  for 
all  churches  is  that  if  the  church 


doesn’t  claim  its  rightful  place  in 
the  news  media,  no  one  else  will. 

As  Father  Modrys  undoubtedly 
knows,  it’s  far  better  for  the  church 
to  be  pro-active  and  assertive  to¬ 
ward  the  media  than  to  be  passive 
and  end  up  being  overlooked. 

In  the  past,  editors  defined  what  • 
was  “church  news”  and  churches 
responded  accordingly.  However 
today’s  changing  attitudes  make  it 
possible  for  journalists  and 
churches  to  work  in  more  mutual¬ 
ly  beneficial  news  partnerships. 

Reach  out  wisely  and  regularly  to¬ 
ward  your  local  media.  In  so  doing, 
you  will  establish  a  working  relation¬ 
ship  that  will  serve  you  well  in 
“good  news”  and  “bad  news”  times. 

And  if  your  church,  like  the  one 
in  New  York,  is  in  the  business  of 
entrusting  people — the  plain  and 
lonely  as  well  as  the  rich  and  fam¬ 
ous — to  “the  gracious  mercy  of 
God,”  then  keep  telling  that  story. 
It’s  the  best  Good  News  of  all. 


KATHMANDU,  NEPAL— It 
was  Sunday  morning  and  United 
Methodist  missionary  Norma  Kehr- 
berg  was  not  in  church. 

Instead,  Ms.  Kehrberg  was  hav¬ 
ing  breakfast  with  me  and  two  Ne¬ 
pali  Christians,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kali 
Rokaya,  on  the  rooftop  of  Mike’s 
Cantina  overlooking  dusty  down¬ 
town  Kathmandu. 

Not  to  worry.  We  were  not  play¬ 
ing  hooky.  Sunday  is  a  regular 
workday  in  this  Hindu  country. 
Thus,  most  Christian  congregations 
hold  their  weekly  worship  services 
on  Saturday. 

Accommodations  to  culture 

As  I  was  to  learn  from  the  Rokayas 
(and  discuss  in  a  related  column), 
that  accommodation  to  the  domi¬ 
nant  Hindu  culture  is  one  of  many 
that  Nepali  Christians  make  to  sur¬ 
vive  in  this  land  whose  majestic  Hi¬ 
malayan  beauty  can’t  hide  its  brutal 
economic  and  social  conditions. 

With  19  million  people  packed 
into  an  area  the  size  of  Iowa  (popu¬ 
lation  3  million),  Nepal  is  one  of  the 
world’s  poorest  nations.  An  average 
Nepali  lives  on  the  equivalent  of  1 5 
cents  per  day.  The  literacy  rate  is 
one  of  the  world’s  lowest:  39  per¬ 
cent  for  all  adults,  much  lower  for 
women.  In  some  regions,  less  than 
one  percent  of  the  women  read  and 
write,  Ms.  Kehrberg  said. 

I  was  hoping  to  pump  Norma  for 
more  such  insights.  But,  as  we  sa¬ 
vored  toast,  strong  coffee  and  plate¬ 
fuls  of  “Mike’s  Special” — a  three-egg 
omelette  with  everything — she  con¬ 
tinually  thwarted  my  efforts  to  “in¬ 
terview”  her,  the  only  United 
Methodist  missionary  in  Nepal. 

Wasn't  being  difficult 

She  wasn’t  being  difficult.  Rath¬ 
er,  time  and  again  she  deferred  to 
her  Nepali  friends  to  respond  to 
questions  and  to  give  me  an  inside 
view  of  Christianity  in  Nepal.  Hav¬ 
ing  known  Norma  for  years  as  the 
energetic  and  vivacious  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  (1985-91),  I  was 
baffled  at  first  by  her  reticence. 

Afterwards,  however,  I  decided 
that  her  deferential  manner  proba¬ 
bly  was  neither  accidental  nor  false¬ 
ly  modest.  Rather,  it  reflected  both 
her  keen  sensitivity  to  her  Nepali 
friends  and  her  own  way  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian  missionary  of  easing  her  poten¬ 
tially  threatening  and  even 
disruptive  presence  in  a  strongly 
non-Christian  land. 

For  example,  she  explained  to  me 
that  the  General  Board  of  Global 


Ministries  assigns  her  as  a  mission¬ 
ary  to  the  United  Mission  to  Nepal. 
This  non-governmental  organiza¬ 
tion,  she  went  on,  can’t  legally  work 
directly  with  Christian  congrega¬ 
tions  in  Nepal,  by  agreement  with 
the  government.  Instead  it  can  deal 
only  with  other  legally  recognized 
non-govemmental  agencies. 

Mission  personnel  assigned  to  the 
United  Mission  represent  39 
church-related  organizations  from 
1 6  countries.  They  engage  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  activities  that  directly  benefit 
the  Nepali  people:  efforts  to  im¬ 
prove  public  health,  boost  the  status 
of  women,  increase  literacy,  pro¬ 
mote  rural  electrification — to  list  a 


few  of  its  35  projects. 

Norma  explained  that  the  United 
Mission’s  one  official  relationship 
with  the  Nepali  church  is  a  legal 
working  relationship  with  a  church- 
related  non-governmental  agency 
that  focuses  on  social  action.  She 
has  concentrated  on  developing 
nonformal  education  programs,  pri¬ 
marily  for  women  in  rural  areas, 
that  help  people  learn  to  read  and  to 
develop  critical  thinking  skills. 

'Outside'  efforts  banned 

One  need  not  be  very  discerning  to 
deduce  that  such  projects  have  little 
if  anything  to  do  with  what  some 
U.S.  Christians  regard  as  the  soul  of 
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Your  editorial  was  counterproductive  to  unity 
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mission  work:  making  Christian  dis¬ 
ciples  and  starting  Christian  congre¬ 
gations.  However,  Nepal  prohibits 
such  efforts  by  “outsiders.”  Does  that 
mean  that  our  mission  dollars  going 
to  Nepal  are  misspent? 

Hardly.  One  need  look  no  farther 
than  Matthew  25  to  validate  the 
United  Mission’s  helping-hand  out¬ 
reach  to  “the  least”  in  this  beautiful 
but  troubled  land.  But  get  this:  De¬ 
spite  restrictions  on  what  outsiders 
like  the  United  Mission  can  do  to 
promote  Christianity,  the  Nepali 
church  is  growing! 

A  clue  to  that  growth  might  be 
found  in  what  I  observed  of  Nor¬ 
ma’s  sensitive  and  respectful  inter¬ 
action  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rokaya. 
Norma  is  an  effervescent  Christian 
whose  love  for  the  people  of  Nepal 
radiates  in  her  relationships  and  in 
her  enthusiasm  for  translating  her 
skills  into  practical  love. 

Confirming  my  perceptions  as 
breakfast  concluded,  both  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Rokaya  were  effusive  in  their 
praise  of  Norma. 

They  mentioned  her  participa¬ 
tion  and  support  as  a  worshipper  in 
the  struggling  house  church  of 
which  they  are  leaders.  I  wondered: 
What  better  measure  is  there  of  a 
Christian’s  labors  than  the  affirma¬ 
tion  of  those  with  whom  one  wor¬ 
ships  and  lives? 

And  if  such  isn’t  a  sign  of  Chris¬ 
tian  mission  work  at  its  best,  then 
somebody  needs  to  change  the  defi¬ 
nition  of  “mission.” 


KATHMANDU,  . 
Nepal — United 
Methodist  missionary 
Norma  Kehrberg  shares 
a  moment  with  her 
friends  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Kali  Rokaya.  The 
Rokayas  lead  a  "house 
church''  that  worships 
on  Saturdays,  one  of 
the  many  concessions 
Christians  must  make 
to  the  majority  Hindu 
culture  in  Nepal.  Ms. 
Kehrberg  and  other 
Christian  missionaries 
are  forbidden  by 
Nepali  law  to  engage 
in  what  Americans 
would  consider  normal 
mission  activities. 
Instead,  their  witness 
occurs  through 
"helping  hand"  efforts 
(see  related  story 
above). 


Yet  again  you  criticized  the  con¬ 
troversial  “Re-Imagining”  Confer¬ 
ence  in  your  May  13  editorial  about 
the  recent  Women’s  Division  As¬ 
sembly  in  Cincinnati. 

You  commended  the  recent  as¬ 
sembly  for  their  exclusion  of  the  So¬ 
phia  issue,  focusing  on  what  they 
didn’t  discuss.  This  tactic  posi¬ 
tioned  you  to  reiterate  your  disap¬ 
proval  of  the  previous  conference. 
Presenting  one  meeting  as  smarter 
than  the  other,  your  editorial  was 
counterproductive  to  the  goals  of 
trust  and  unity. 

In  other  words,  could  you  have 
been  more  judicious  by  sharing 
your  in-depth  opinions  about  what 
the  participants  in  Cincinnati  did 
discuss?  The  editorial  you  wrote  indi¬ 
cates  that  you  believe  that  their 
choice  to  avoid  controversy  was  their 
most  important  accomplishment;  I 
hope  I’m  misreading  your  intentions. 

Nonetheless,  I  thank  you  for  a  con¬ 
sistently  excellent  publication,  espe¬ 
cially  for  Cynthia  B.  Astle’s  articles 
and  the  May  13  “Here  I  Stand”  by 
the  Rev.  David  Wesley  Brown.  The 
Reporter  enhances  my  life  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  a  United  Methodist  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  United  Methodist  Women. 

Catherine  P.  Pleasants 
Houston,  Texas 
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Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Report  the  facts 

It’s  regrettable  that  reporters  don’t 
take  better  care  to  do  what  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Christian  Unity  and  In¬ 
terreligious  Concerns  has  called  us  to 
do — “truth-telling.” 

I  refer  to  the  recent  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service  article  on  re¬ 
marks  by  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon. 

The  article  states:  “Good  News 
magazine  . ,  has  been  harsh  in  its 
criticism  of  women  who  participated 
in  the  Re-Imagining  Conference.” 

I  immediately  re-read  Dottie 
Chase’s  article.  She  wrote:  “A  stand¬ 
ing  ovation  for  lesbians.  A  service  of 
milk  and  honey  to  the  goddess  So¬ 
phia.  A  presentation  denying  the 
atonement  of  Jesus  Christ.  What  is 
going  on  here?  And  why  are  there  so 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse— of  the  following: 

“Jesus  said,  ‘If  you  have  faith  as 
big  as  a  mustard  seed,  you  can  say 
to  this  hill,  ‘Go  from  here  to  there!’ 
and  it  will  go.  You  could  do  any¬ 
thing.’  ”  (TEV) 


many  United  Methodist  women  at¬ 
tending  this  conference?”  All  Dottie 
does  is  report  what  was  said  and 
done  and  raised  questions  or  com¬ 
mented  like:  “Orthodox  Christians, 
however,  would  find  little  historic 
Christian  theology.” 

My  point  for  you  and  United 
Methodist  News  Service  is  this:  if 
you  don’t  wish  to  nurture  more  di¬ 
vision  in  our  church,  report  the 
facts  as  they  are. 

John  N.  Grenfell,  Jr. 

Fort  Grotiot,  Michigan 

Editor's  note:  In  fairness,  readers 
should  note  that  signed  opinion  col¬ 
umns  in  Good  News  magazine,  as  op¬ 
posed  to  the  news  report  cited  in  the 
above  letter,  have  been  critical  of  the 
Re-Imagining  Conference. 

I  agree  with  him 

Regarding  the  Rev.  David  Wesley 

Image 


Brown’s  “Here  I  Stand”  article  (see 
UMR,  May  13),  I  agree  with  most 
of  what  he  says,  although  I  consider 
myself  politically  moderate. 

I  can’t  understand  why  some  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  members  criticize  the 
church  for  emphasizing  a  social  agen¬ 
da  when  these  same  people  don’t 
want  the  federal  government  to  in¬ 
crease  aid  to  the  poor,  welfare,  etc. 

As  I  see  it,  the  church  can  never  do 
too  much  social  work.  Furthermore,  I 
believe  we  would  all  agree  that  the 
churches,  social  service  agencies,  civ¬ 
ic  clubs,  etc.  could  handle  our  social 
problems  better  and  more  efficiently 
than  the  government. 

The  bottom  line,  as  pointed  out  by 
Mr.  Brown  in  this  article,  is  to  keep¬ 
ing  Christ  at  the  center  of  your  life.  If 
we  all  do  this,  there  should  be  no 
need  for  criticism  by  anyone,  for 
then  we  would  all  be  living  the  faith. 

Harris  D.  Copenhaver,  Jr. 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 


Cynthia  B.  Astle 

Faith  Forum  Editor 
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Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Isaiah  41:10) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  12 

Sunday:  Psalms  20: 1-3 
Monday:  Psalms  20:4-9 
Tuesday:  1  Samuel  15:34-16:3 
IVednesday:  1  Samuel  16:4-13 
Thursday:  2  Corinthians  5:6-10 
Friday:  Mark  4:26-29 
Saturday:  Mark  4:30-34 


People’s  judgements  are  often  based  on  what 
they  see  or  perceive.  A  professionally  published 
national  newspaper  with  you  as  front  page  news 
enhances  the  image  of  your  local  congregation. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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APPEAL  DENIED:  The  Rev.  James  Law- 
son,  pastor  of  Holman  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Los  Angeles  and  a  long-time  asso¬ 
ciate  of  the  late  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr., 
told  the  Tennessee  State  Parole  Board  in  Mem¬ 
phis  recently  he  did  not  believe  James  Earl  Ray 
killed  the  civil  rights  leader.  Dr.  Lawson  and 
the  Rev.  Hosea  Williams  of  Atlanta,  another 
King  associate,  asked  for  Mr.  Ray’s  release. 

The  parole  board  rejected  Mr.  Ray’s  appeal 
and  told  him  to  renew  his  request  for  release 
in  1999. 

ECUMENICAL  WITNESS:  Eighty  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic,  Protestant  and  Orthodox  lead¬ 
ers  meeting  recently  called  on  U.S.  churches  to 
renew  their  commitments  to  common  Christian 
witness.  The  gathering  was  sponsored  by  the 
U.S.  Catholic  Mission  Association  and  by 
Church  World  Service  and  Witness — the  relief 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  The  ministry  unit  is 
head  by  the  United  Methodist  Rev.  R.  Law¬ 
rence  Tumipseed. 

ASSAULT  WEAPON  BAN:  Two  na¬ 
tional  agencies  of  the  1.5  million-member 
United  Church  of  Christ  are  urging  Congress 
to  ban  semiautomatic  assault  weapons.  The 

UCC’s  Office  for  Church  in  Society  warns  that 
“gun  idolatry  is  part  of  a  culture  of  death.” 

The  Commission  for  Racial  Justice,  another 
UCC  body,  says  assault  firearms  are  “weapon 
of  choice  of  drug  traffickers,  street  gangs  and 
paramilitary  extremist  groups.” 
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This  girl  captures  the  theme  song,  "A  Cen¬ 
tury  of  Smiles,"  written  to  celebrate  this 
year's  100th  anniversary  of  Vacation  Bible 
School.  The  United  Methodist  Reporter  will 
join  churches  across  the  country  in  this  cel¬ 
ebration  by  featuring  photos  from  memo¬ 
rable  VBS  programs  in  its  July  1  edition.  If 
your  church  has  a  Vacation  Bible  School 
photo  for  possible  publication,  mail  to 
"UMR-VBS  Centennial,"  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  TX  75266-0275.  Photos  must  arrive 
no  later  than  June  22. 


Public  TV  reviews 
church's  ministry 
with  gays,  lesbians 

Congregational  approaches  shown 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

As  surely  as  night  follows  day, 
homosexuality  is  being  widely 
debated  at  many  church  confer¬ 
ences  this  summer. 

Central  to  much  of  the  discus¬ 
sion  is  this  question:  Can  gays 
and  lesbians  change? 

In  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  for  example,  some  local 
churches  call  themselves  “Trans¬ 
forming”  congregations  and  wel¬ 
come  gays  and  lesbians  who  seek 
to  be  celibate  or  “straight.” 

Others  call  themselves  “Rec-' 
onciling”  congregations  and  wel¬ 
come  all  people,  regardless  of 
their  sexual  orientation,  without 
expecting  gays,  lesbians  and  bi¬ 
sexuals  to  become  heterosexual. 

Evidence  lacking 

Seldom,  though,  does  convinc¬ 
ing  evidence  enter  into  the  de¬ 
bate  as  to  whether  gays  can  “go 
straight.”  Both  those  who  con¬ 
demn  homosexuals  and  those 
who  defend  their  rights  speak 
without  much  reference  to  the  re¬ 
sults  of  such  attempts. 

“One  Nation  under  God,”  a 
new  documentary  in  public  televi¬ 
sion’s  “P.  O.  V.”  series  (for  Point 
of  View)  scheduled  for  broadcast 
June  14,  critically  examines  vari¬ 
ous  ministries  to  homosexuals. 

“One  Nation  Under  God”  is 
perhaps  overly  long  but  it  covers 
a  lot  of  ground. 

It  traces,  for  example,  how  the 
ministry  called  “Love  in  Action” 
moved  steadily  from  celebrating 
the  faith  of  Christians  who  were 
gay  to  inflicting  guilt  on  those 
trying  to  change  their  inclina¬ 
tions  while  struggling  with  the 
same  old  impulses. 

“One  Nation  Under  God”  in¬ 
terviews  a  number  of  men  and 
women  who  report  that  they 
have  shifted  their  orientation, 
but  it  also  presents  statistical 
studies  which  indicate  that  very 
few  people  change  their  basic  at¬ 
tractions  for  very  long. 

Some  “ex-gays”  and  “ex-lesbi- 
ans”  become  celibate  or  asexual, 
it  seems,  and  perhaps  some  bi¬ 
sexuals  live  as  if  they  were  het¬ 
erosexual. 

According  to  Christian  psychol¬ 
ogist  Ralph  Blair,  however,  “the 
evidence  is  that  few  change.” 

During  the  first  year  or  so, 


many  “ex-gay”  and  “ex-lesbian 
Christians  find,  a  joy  and  exhila¬ 
ration  comes  from  articulating 
many  feelings  for  the  first  time 
and  finding  a  church  that  wel¬ 
comes  them. 

Churches  which  seek  to  support 
their  transformation  provide  ev¬ 
erything  from  posture  lessons  for 
gays  and  beauty-makeovers  for 
lesbians  to  therapy  and  “recov- 
ery’’-lingo  support  groups. 

Many  gays  and  lesbians  try 
marriage,  also,  and  have  chil¬ 
dren,  praying  that  God  will  help 
them  to  live  as  heterosexuals. 

Doubt,  despair  follow 

Soon,  however,  for  most  of 
them,  their  failure  to  “progress” 
in  eliminating  homosexual  ten¬ 
dencies  and  the  failure  of  other 
Christians  to  accept  them  as  they 
are  leads  to  doubt  and  despair — 
and  even  suicide. 

If  some  Christians  and  “trans¬ 
forming”  ministries  come  off 
poorly  in  this  documentary,  so 
do  many  psychiatrists.  Film  clips 
from  the  1950s  and  1960s  show 
bizarre  experiments  in  “aversion 
therapy” — an  approach  which 
failed  miserably  to  change  nearly 
anyone’s  inclinations. 

Psychoanalysis,  we  hear,  has 
not  fared  much  better,  and  many 
“ex-gay”  ministries  still  are  using 
analytic  theories  rejected  long 
ago  as  ineffective. 

Some  Christians  and  therapists, 
however,  come  across  in  “One  Na¬ 
tion  Under  God”  as  capable  of 
learning  from  their  failures.  Inter¬ 
estingly  enough,  it  is  often  the 
most  evangelical  interviewees  who 
seem  to  arrive  at  the  greatest  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  gays  and  lesbians. 

“One  Nation  Under  God” 
may  force  liberals  to  question 
their  prejudice  against  evangeli¬ 
cals  even  as  it  may  force  conser¬ 
vative  Christians  to  rethink  their 
position  on  homosexuality. 

“One  Nation  Under  God”  airs 
as  part  of  the  “P.  O.  V.”  at  10  p.m. 
Eastern  Time  June  14  on  PBS.  It 
provides  real  insight  into  issues 
which  undoubtedly  will  vex  the 
church  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Bay 
Shore  United  Methodist  Church 
on  Long  Island  (N.Y.)  and  fre¬ 
quently  reviews  films  and  televi¬ 
sion  for  the  Reporter. 


Reporter  Snapshot 

Starting 
congregations 

Church  growth  expert 
Lyle  E.  Schaller  pointed 
out  recently  that  the 
number  of  congregations 
started  annually  by  the 
United  Methodist  church 
is  down  drastically.  Mr. 

Schaller  says  that  the 
church's  goal  for  future 
church  development 
should  be  to  "plant" 
at  least  100  new 
congregations  a  year-- 
one-third  ethnic  and 
two-thirds  Anglo. 

3  1880s 

Source:  The  Whole  Grows  Larger,  the  Part 
Smaller,  by  Lyle  Schaller.  January  1994  Circuit  Rider  magazine 
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Seed  packets  sought  to  help 
replenish  Liberian  food  supply 


By  DENISE  jOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

With  as  little  as  a  packet  of 
seeds,  you  can  help  feed  Liberian 
refugees  through  an  emergency 
mission  program  sponsored  by 
the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief. 

Just  as  Americans  helped  plant 
Methodism  on  Liberia’s  soil  in 
the  early  1800s,  Americans  have 
been  asked  to  sponsor  the  plant¬ 
ing  of  fruits  and  vegetables  at  sis¬ 
ter  churches  in  the  J-iberia 
Annual  Conference. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Ar¬ 
thur  F.  Kulah  of  Monrovia,  Libe¬ 
ria,  said  the  church-sponsored 
seed  program  is  necessary  if  his 
people  are  to  survive  (see  related 
box  for  list  of  seeds  needed  for 
Liberia). 

Appeals  for  suppplies,  too 

During  a  recent  meeting  with 
staff  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
New  York.  Bishop  Kulah  ap¬ 
pealed  for  supplies  such  as  garden- 
ing  tools  for  the  upcoming 
planting  season.  He  also  appealed 
for  Volunteers-in-Mission  teams 
to  come  help  rebuild  United 
Methodist  property  in  Liberia. 

Before  a  civil  war  began  during 
Christmas  1989,  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Liberia  was 
one  of  the  largest  Protestant 
groups  in  West  Africa.  The 
church  was  known  throughout 
the  country  for  its  work  in  educa¬ 
tion,  health  care  and  evangelism. 

However,  as  two  rebel  forces 
and  a  group  of  loyalist  troops 


fought  to  secure  power  in  Afri¬ 
ca’s  first  independent  republic, 
an  estimated  1  million  persons — 
including  thousands  of  or¬ 
phans — became  refugees. 

During  the  ensuing  4'/2  years: 

•  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  for  Liberia  were  evacuated, 
but  have  returned  to  the  West 
Africa  region. 

•  His  life  threatened,  Bishop 


Send 

seeds! 


You  can  help  Liberian  United 
Methodists  feed  the  refugees 
returning  to  their  war-torn 
farms  by  sending  packets 
of  seeds  through  United 
Methodist  Committe  on 
Relief.  Here’s  the  kind 
.  i  of  seeds  they  need: 

Okra  seeds 
Pumpkin  seeds 
Sweet  Corn  seeds 
Collard  seeds 
Eggplant  seeds 
Mustard  seeds 
Cabbage  seeds 
Sweet  Pepper  seeds 
Watermelon  seeds 
Onion  seeds 

Call  UMCOR  at 
(800)  554-8583  between 
8:30  a.m.  and  4:30  p.m. 
(eastern  time) 
for  shipping 
information./  " 
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Kulah  was  forced  to  leave  the 
country.  Later,  rebels  stripped 
and  burned  the  bishop’s  house. 

•  Most  of  the  church’s  36 
schools,  most  clinics  and  several 
mission  sites  were  closed. 

•  Liberians  fled  to  neighbor¬ 
ing  countries  of  Sierra  Leone  and 
Cote  d’Ivoire.  Makeshift  Meth¬ 
odist-related  schools  were  creat¬ 
ed  in  those  countries. 

Despite  the  war,  the  church, 
with  a  membership  of  about 
65,000,  has  attracted  new  mem¬ 
bers  through  active  participation 
in  relief  work  and  has  organized 
five  new  congregations  in  the 
capital  city  of  Monrovia. 

“The  (church)  buildings  may 
be  gone,  but  the  people  still  are 
worshiping,”  Bishop  Kulah  said. 

Hospital  remains  open 

In  his  travels  around  Liberia 
this  spring,  the  bishop  said,  he 
found  that  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Ganta  Hospital  is  open. 

The  conference’s  school  of  the¬ 
ology  remained  closed,  but  its  dor¬ 
mitories  were  being  used  by  the 
United  Nations  and  other  groups 
for  a  program  to  reacclimate  child 
soldiers  to  society,  he  added. 

Bishop  Kulah  said  he  and  other 
United  Methodists  have  been 
“very  much  involved”  in  the  on¬ 
going  peace  process  through  ef¬ 
forts  with  the  Liberian  Council  of 
Churches  and  an  interfaith  media¬ 
tion  committee  that  includes  both 
Christians  and  Muslims. 

Linda  Bloom  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service  contributed 
to  this  report. 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 


Development 

Fund 

Helping  to  Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note  Minimum  Investment  Rate* 

4  year  term  $100  5.25% 

1  year  term  $100  3.50% 

Flexible _ $100 _ 2.50% 

I.R.A.  $100  5.25% 


"Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 


Three  publications  win  competition  mention 


How  UMCOR  responds 

when  a  disaster  hits  home 


rheteam  includes  consultants 
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rrnce  leaders 
monitor  and  report 
specific  damages. 


Disaster  strikes  in  a  United 
Methodist  annual 
confeii 
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Regional  leaders  being  trained 
to  reach  Hispanic  population 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Three  United  Methodist  publica¬ 
tions  received  honorable  mention 
during  the  recent  annual  Associated 
Church  Press  (ACP)  awards  cere¬ 
monies  at  Kanuga  Conference  Cen¬ 
ter  near  Hendersonville,  N.C. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
was  recognized  in  the  feature  arti¬ 
cle,  news  story  and  newspaper 
graphics  categories. 

Associate  Editor  Diane  Huie  Ba- 
lay  was  cited  for  both  her  feature  ar¬ 
ticle,  “When  clergy  marriages  fail, 
then  what?”  and  for  her  news  report 
about  The  Methodist  Home  in 
Waco,  Texas,  which  sheltered  chil¬ 
dren  from  the  Branch  Davidian 
compound  during  the  51 -day  siege 
outside  Waco  in  1993. 

Design  Editor  Debra  McKnight 
was  cited  for  graphic  illustrations 
which  frequently  appear  on  the 
newspaper’s  news  and  opinion 
pages. 

The  Hoosier  United  Methodist 
News,  publication  of  the  church’s 
Indiana  Area,  received  honorable 
mention  in  the  news  story  and 
newspaper  front  page  categories. 

New  World  Outlook,  mission 
magazine  published  by  the  church's 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  received  an  honorable  men¬ 
tion  in  the  magazine  cover  category. 

ACP  includes  about  200  member 
publications.  Its  president  is  James 
E.  Solheim,  editor  of  the  New  York- 
based  Episcopal  News  Service. 

Five  of  the  six  judges  of  this 
year’s  international  (U.S.  and  Cana¬ 
dian)  competition  are  on  news  or 
publication  staffs  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Duke  University  in 
Durham,  N.C. 

Associated  Church  Press  members 
were  told  that  the  judges  were  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  high  quality  of  the 
entering  publications. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

As  part  of  a  denominational  goal. 
United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ences  are  training  leaders  to  reach 
potential  members  within  the  grow¬ 
ing  U.S.  Hispanic  population. 

For  example,  of  the  104  lay  mis¬ 
sioned  trained  by  the  church  in 
1993,  60  are  developing  ministries 
in  the  California-Pacific,  Central 
Texas,  Desert  Southwest,  Kansas 
East,  Northwest  Texas  and  Rio 
Grande  conferences. 

Most  of  these  lay  missioned  are 
working  as  volunteers  to  start  new 
congregations  or  faith  communities, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Jose  Palos, 
staff  executive  for  the  National 
Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministries. 

Five  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
missionaries  were  commissioned 
last  fall  specifically  for  Hispanic 


ministries  and  have  been  placed  in 
the  Alabama-West  Florida,  Central 
Texas,  Nebraska,  North  Georgia 
and  Oklahoma  conferences. 

The  Hispanic  ministries  plan  was 
approved  by  the  church’s  1992  leg¬ 
islative  General  Conference. 

Nationally  its  goals  by  1996  are, 
with  the  help  of  2,000  lay  mission¬ 
ed,  to  have  established  1,000  faith 
communities,  3,000  outreach  min¬ 
istries,  500  church-school  extension 
programs,  100  new  churches  and 
100  revitalized  churches. 

Guidance  comes  through  a  na¬ 
tional  Committee  on  Hispanic  Min¬ 
istries,  which  meets  periodically. 

“Our  job  is  to  try  to  motivate  and 
assist  annual  conferences  to  begin 
implementing  (those  goals),”  Dr. 
Palos  explained. 


Two  jurisdictions — the  nine-state 
Southeast  and  the  eight-state  South 
Central — have  taken  the  lead. 

Both  funding  and  a  networking 
system  have  been  established  in  the 
Southeast  Jurisdiction. 

Dr.  Palos  said  it  is  “the  only  one 
that  has  put  up  some  money  and  es¬ 
tablished  a  Hispanic  task  force  to 
implement  the  plan”  and  it  has 
“definite  goals  for  the  1993-96  qua- 
drennium.” 

The  College  of  Bishops  in  the 
South  Central  jurisdiction  also  has 
been  intentional  about  pushing  con¬ 
ferences  to  develop  Hispanic  minis¬ 
tries,  he  added. 

Nebraska,  Missouri  and  Kansas, 
for  example,  have  formed  a  working 
design  team  to  train  leaders  and  lay 
missioners. 
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EDITOR  REASSIGNED:  The  Rev.  j. 

Richard  Peck  has  been  reassigned  from  the  edi¬ 
torship  of  the  United  Methodist  clergy  maga- 
zine,  Grew;  Rider.  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  officials  said  the  change  has 
nothing  to  do  with  an  editorial  in  the  maga¬ 
zine’s  April  issue  but  rather  is  part  of  a  long¬ 
term  process  to  “enhance  the  quality  and 
|  usefulness”  of  both  Circuit  Rider  and  News- 
cope,  a  churchwide  newsletter  continuing  un¬ 
der  Mr.  Peck’s  editorship.  A  new  editor  will  be 
hired  for  Circuit  Rider.  Mr.  Peck,  a  19-year 
veteran  with  the  Publishing  House,  has  admit¬ 
ted  that  his  signed  editorial — an  imaginary 
conversation  in  which  Lucifer  celebrates  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  infighting  as  a  boon  to  the  dev¬ 
il’s  work — was  a  mistake. 

BOSTON  MEETS  BELFAST:  Ordinary 

citizens  in  Boston  and  Belfast  will  discuss,  via 
satellite,  the  problems  and  hopes  for  peace  in 
Northern  Ireland  in  a  special  TV  program  pro¬ 
duced  by  United  Methodist  Communications. 
“Person  to  Person:  Boston  Meets  Belfast”  is  a 
cooperative  venture  with  Ulster  Television  and 
i  Channel  5  Studios  in  Boston.  The  one-hour 
'  show  will  air  at  9  p.m.  (ET)  July  7  on  the 
.  Faith  &  Values  Channel  and  repeat  at  7  p.m. 
July  10  and  1  a.m.  July  13. 


HISPANIC  MINISTRIES:  Students  in 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute’s  Spanish  Language 
course  will  put  their  learning  to  immediate  use 
this  year  by  sharing  bi-cultural  experiences  in 
Hispanic  ministries  throughout  the  church’s 
South  Central  Jurisdiction.  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  mission  center  in  El  Paso  offers 
training  to  lay  and  clergy  who  need  to  learn 
Spanish.  The  July  1 1-22  course  consists  of 
Spanish  classes,  cultural  workshops  and  a  trip 
to  Chihuahua,  Mexico.  For  more  information, 
caU  (915)  533-8286. 


GOLF,  ANYONE?:  United  Methodist 
Men  Foundation  is  sponsoring  a  National  Golf 
Classic  with  proceeds  going  to  scouting  and 
other  youth  ministries,  the  Upper  Room 
Prayer  Ministry,  Volunteers-in-Mission  and 
other  United  Methodist  Men  projects.  The  na¬ 
tional  competition  is  open  to  all  golfers  regard¬ 
less  of  age  or  gender  and  is  played  on  the 
competitor’s  home  course  by  Aug.  20.  Rules 
and  other  information  are  available  through 
United  Methodist  Men  Golf  Classic,  P.O.  Box 
861,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202-0861. 

LOVE  BUILDS  A  BRIDGE:  a  delega¬ 
tion  of  10  Russians  visited  Dallas  recently  as 
the  result  of  a  “bridge  of  friendship”  between 
Lovers  Lane  United  Methodist  Church  and  its 
adopted  city,  Volgograd,  an  industrial  river 
town  of  at  least  1  million  people  in  southeast¬ 
ern  Russia.  The  Rev.  Don  Benton,  pastor  of 
Lovers  Lane,  said  pieces  are  in  place  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  United  Methodist  church  in  Volgograd. 
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From  Pentecostal  to  pop,  United  Methodist 
preacher's  kid  is  at  the  top  of  the  music  charts 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

If  you  haven’t  heard  of  Toni  Braxton, 
just  walk  into  any  record  store  and  watch 
clerks  “see”  dollar  signs  at  the  mention  of 
her  name. 

What  neither  you  nor  the  clerk  can 
“see,”  though,  is  that  she’s  also,  in  effect, 
an  evangelist  for  her  father’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church. 

The  Rev.  Michael  Braxton  Sr.  says  Toni 
has  helped  boost  his  evangelism  program 
at  Cecil  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Annapolis,  Md. 

“Toni’s  profession  has  opened  up  doors 
to  my  ministry,”  says  her  father.“It  has 
helped  me  come  in  contact  with  a  lot  more 
opportunities  to  do  work  for  the  Lord.” 

Following  1993  release  of  her  album, 
“Toni  Braxton,”  the  singer  has  won  two 
Grammy  Awards  for  “Best  Female 
Rhythm  and  Blues  Performer”  and  “Best 
New  Artist.”  She  also  received  two  “Soul 
Train"  Music  Awards  and  two  American 
Music  Awards  last  spring. 

That’s  all  wonderful,  says  Mr.  Braxton. 
However,  the  biggest  reward  of  all,  he 
says,  is  her  attraction  for  the  youths  of  the 
Annapolis  United  Methodist  District. 

When  they  learn  that  this  singing  star  is 
a  devoted  Christian  who  credits  her  par¬ 
ents  for  her  fame  and  fortune,  Mr.  Braxton 
says,  “kids  come  to  the  church  and  are 
really  interested  in  what  we  have  to  offer." 

Mr.  Braxton  told  the  Reporter  that  it 
was  also  no  accident  that  his  international¬ 
ly-known  daughter  thanks  her  congrega¬ 
tion,  her  annual  conference  and  her  bishop 
on  the  inside-cover  of  her  debut  recording 
(see  illustration  at  right). 

Ms.  Braxton  acknowledged  Bishop 
Joseph  H.  Yeakel  (Washington  Area)  be¬ 
cause  he  allowed  the  five  Braxton  sisters  to 
sing  at  the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference 
meeting  in  1990. 


The  original  singing  group,  then  called 
“The  Braxtons,”  consisted  of  Toni,  now 
27,  Traci,  22;  Towanda,  20;  Trina,  19,  and 
Tamar,  17.  They  also  have  a  married 
brother,  Michael  Jr.,  25. 

“Toni  never  forgot  the  church  from 
where  she  came,”  said  Mr.  Braxton. 
“When  she  was  first  going  out  to  sing,  she 
asked  churches  in  the  conference  to  pray 
for  the  family.  She  knows  that  you  can’t 
get  anywhere  in  this  world  without  prayer. 

“Even  now,  between  traveling  to  Europe 
and  Hong  Kong,  Toni  tries  to  visit  the 
church  when  she  can.  Once  she  came  and 
autographed  pictures  for  the  kids  in  the 
choir.” 

Although  the  father  describes  his  family 
as  “life-long  Methodists,”  Mr.  Braxton 
said  he  left  the  denomination  at  an  early 
age  because  “there  was  little  for  me  to  do 
back  then,  because  my  church  had  no  in¬ 
terest  in  youth  programs.” 

When  he  met  his  future  wife,  Evelyn 
Jackson,  daughter  of  a  Baptist  minister 
and  a  budding  opera  singer,  he  had  lost  in¬ 
terest  in  Methodism.  After  marriage  and 
developing  a  growing  family,  he  became  a 
parttime  minister  in  a  Pentecostal  church. 

He  recalls  how  the  Pentecostal  church 
expected  his  family  to  listen  to  religious 
music  only  and  expected  his  five  girls  not 
to  wear  pants. 

But  all  that  changed  when  Mr.  Braxton 
was  asked  to  be  a  guest  minister  for  Metro¬ 
politan  United  Methodist  Church,  in  Sev¬ 
ern,  Md. 

“I  realized  that  in  the  Pentecostal 
church  we  were  so  heavenly  bound  that  we 
were  no  earthly  good,”  Mr.  Braxton  said 
with  a  laugh.  “We  would  never  smile  and 
never  said  anything  friendly  to  anyone. 

“I  told  the  family  we  were  joining  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  We  were  still 
strict  on  our  kids,  but  we  learned  that  it  was 
okay  to  let  them  grow  and  be  themselves. 


“The  girls  were  even  allowed  to  wear 
pants.  The  first  time  we  put  pants  on  Toni, 
Toni  cried,”  he  continued.  “When  she  got 
older,  we  allowed  her  to  sing  with  a  small 
band.” 


Looking  back  on  his  daughter’s  early 
years  as  well  as  on  his  own  childhood,  Mr. 
Braxton  says  his  mission  now  is  “to  find 
something  for  kids  to  do  and  let  them 
know  that  you  care. 


Korean  pastor  tells  U.S. 


church:  Prayer,  commitment  vital 


By  BILL  LASSITER 

MORRISTOWN,  Tenn.— It 
takes  a  lot  of  prayer  to  support 
the  Christian  life  and  a  growing 
congregation. 

That  is  the  gospel  proclaimed 
by  the  Rev.  Sundo  Kim,  senior 
pastor  of  the  largest  Methodist 
church  in  the  world.  The  Kwang 
Lim  Church  in  Seoul,  Korea,  has 
a  membership  of  67,000. 

Dr.  Kim,  who  began  his  minis¬ 
try  at  Kwang  Lim  in  1971,  re¬ 
cently  conducted  a  Vision  and 


Growth  Church  Leadership  Con¬ 
ference  attended  by  more  than 
200  people  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Morristown. 

The  Rev.  John  Trundle,  First 
Church’s  senior  pastor,  visited 
Kwang  Lim  three  years  ago  and 
invited  Mr.  Kim  and  his  wife, 
Kwan  Soon,  to  lead  a  conference 
for  the  church’s  Holston  Confer¬ 
ence  clergy  and  laity. 

According  to  Dr.  Kim,  the  first 
priority  for  any  Christian  individ¬ 
ual  or  church  should  be  prayer. 


“We  have  a  daily  prayer  meet¬ 
ing  at  5  a.m.  in  which  5,000  peo¬ 
ple  come  together  for  prayer,”  he 
said. 

His  congregation  also  has  a 
Friday  night  prayer  service 
which  sometimes  continues  all 
night.  “When  we  touch  the  hand 
of  Jesus,  something  happens,” 
Dr.  Kim  said. 

The  64-year-old  spiritual  leader 
also  believes  in  providing  inspired 
worship  which  meets  the  needs  of 
the  people. 


Dr.  Kim  challenged  the  clergy 
and  laity  to  a  life  of  total  com¬ 
mitment. 

“That  means,”  he  said,  "that 
your  money  pocket  is  convert¬ 
ed.”  More  than  60  percent  of  his 
members  tithe. 

The  Korean  pastor  emphasized 
the  importance  of  small  groups  of 
five  to  seven  people,  based  on 
John  Wesley’s  classes,  who  meet 
regularly.  His  church  has  3,000 
small  groups,  called  house 
churches,  led  by  trained  laity. 


Dr.  Kim  strongly  believes  in 
the  small  group  as  a  way  of  min¬ 
istering  to  and  training  new 
Christians.  Following  the  class 
meeting,  members  visit  hospitals 
and  witness  door-to-door. 

The  effectiveness  of  these  meth¬ 
ods  of  church  growth  and  evange¬ 
lism  is  evident  in  the  growth  of  his 
congregation  from  150  members 
in  1971  to  67,000  today. 

Mr.  Lassiter  is  pastor  of  Wes- 
ley-Lou's  Chapel  Charge  in  the 
Holston  Annual  Conference. 


Three  movies'  stories  can  be  told  with  three  classic  words 


By  RON  SALFEN 

No  doubt  you’ve  heard  the  old 
sermon  about  the  three  Greek 
words  for  love.  Well,  here  it  is  in 


movie  form: 

Belle  Epoque  is  about  eros.  It  won 
the  Oscar  for  best  foreign  film  last 
year,  and  you  just  have  to  endure 
the  Spanish  subtitles. 


It’s  set  in  the  1930’s,  during 
Spain’s  civil  war,  and  is  about  a 
young  man  who  deserts  the  federal 
army  and  is  taken  in  by  a  friendly 
old  coot  who  happens  to  have  four 
grown  daughters,  who  are  even 
friendlier. 

Here  is  unbridled  self-indulgence, 
on  everyone’s  part,  but  the  unreality 
is  that  at  the  end,  nobody  gets  hurt. 

The  fear  of  eros  is  that  love  will 
grow  cold  as  soon  as  the  passion  dies, 
and  since  this  is  not  perfect  love,  it 
does  not  cast  out  the  fear  (I  John 
4:18).  Nor  does  eros  endure  the  heat 
of  the  day,  but  is  like  a  dream  when 
one  awakes;  on  awaking  you  despise 
their  phantoms  (Ps  73:20). 

The  Favor  is  about  philos,  despite 
its  advertising  as  a  romantic  come¬ 
dy.  The  important  relationship  here 
is  the  friendship  between  two  wom¬ 
en,  and  how  their  good  will  for  one 
another  gets  strained  and  tested, 
sometimes  by  their  relationship 
with  men,  including  a  husband 
thrown  in  like  a  minor  character, 
but  mostly  by  their  own  needs  and 
expectations. 

This  is  a  relationship  of  mutual 
benefit,  which  lasts  exactly  as  long 
as  it  is  precisely  reciprocal. 

It’s  satisfying  like  a  good  business 
relationship;  it  exchanges  things  of 
value  for  mutual  benefit  but  will 
not  tolerate  lopsidedness.  And  the 
fear  of  philos  is  that  the  other  will 
walk  away  at  the  first  perception  of 
inequality,  which  saddles  both  with 
the  constant  pressure  to  produce. 

When  A  Man  Loves  A  Woman 
represents  agape  love,  the  self-giv¬ 
ing  kind. 

The  relationship  here  is  tested  by 
romance  tinged  with  caricature,  and 
challenged  by  many  outside  pres¬ 
sures:  Absences,  other  relationships, 
unmet  expectations,  unspoken 
needs  and  unfulfilled  desires. 

The  relationship  is  complicated 
by  children  and  by  their  respective 
relationships  with  both  mother  and 


father  and  with  each  other. 

Agape  love  forgives  even  when  for¬ 
giveness  is  not  asked.  It  accepts  the 
other  even  when  unlovely  and  allows 
for  change  even  when  that  change 
means  that  the  whole  basis  of  the  re¬ 
lationship  may  be  transformed. 

True,  human  beings  cannot 
achieve  this  kind  of  love,  not  com¬ 


pletely,  and  the  fear  of  agape  is  al¬ 
ways  that  forgiveness  won’t  happen 
in  time  to  save  the  relationship.  But 
agape  love  is  the  goal  for  all  Chris¬ 
tian  relating  and,  not  coincidental¬ 
ly,  is  the  way  God  loves  us,  for  it  is 
the  kind  of  love  that  is  the  very  na¬ 
ture  of  God  (I  John  4:16). 

And  because  it’s  the  kind  of  love 


for  love 

that  will  endure  even  through  the 
hurt,  it’s  the  kind  that  everyone 
would  like  to  have  except  that  you 
can’t  get  it  until  you  give  it  away. 

Mr.  Salfen  is  pastor  of  Nesha- 
miny-Warwick  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Hartsville,  Penn.,  and  a  veteran 
film  critic  for  Presbyterian  Outlook 
magazine. 


PHOTO  «Y  PfTE«  SOREL 

Beneath  the  surface  of  what  appears  to  be  a  perfect  family  in  the 
movie  "When  a  Man  Loves  a  Woman,"  Alice  and  Michael  Green 
(Meg  Ryan  and  Andy  Garcia)  learn  about  the  meaning  of  agape 
love  when  an  underlying  problem  threatens  their  family  (see  ac¬ 
companying  review). 


CLASSIFIED 

RA I  ES:  S  1.35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 

tion,  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20  words. 
Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  $10.80  for  the  8  words  to  in¬ 
sert  our  contact  information.  Cash  must  accompa¬ 
ny  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when 
otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY:  2200-mem¬ 
ber  church  seeking  full-time  Music  Minister. 
Adult,  youth  and  children's  choirs.  Resumes  will 
be  accepted  through  June  24.  1994.  Please  mail  to: 
Spring  Valley  United  Methodist  Church,  7700 
Spring  Valley  Road,  Dallas,  TX  75240.  Attn:  Rev- 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of 
Henderson,  KY  seeks  to  fill  positions  of  Organ¬ 
ist  and  Christian  Education  Director.  Com¬ 
bined  positions  possible.  Available  August  1. 
1200+  members.  Send  confidential  resume 
and  salary  requirements  to:  PPRC,  Box  492, 
Henderson,  KY  42420,  or  phone  (502)  827- 
9831. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 

Education  for  growing  1 500-plus  church.  Send 
resume  to:  David  B.  Wilson,  1 100  Central,  Hot 
Springs,  AR  71901. 

erend  Ray  Henmgh.  Fax:  (214)  233-1758.  Phone: 
(214)233-7671. 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  EXECUTIVE  Direc¬ 

tor,  Miami  Urban  Ministries,  Miami,  Florida. 
Clergy  or  laity.  Expertise  needed  in  social  justice 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES,  full¬ 

time,  experience  and  education  preferred,  com¬ 
petitive  salary.  Resume,  references  to:  Rev. 
Dean  Shapley,  Geneva  United  Methodist 
Church,  211  Hamilton,  Geneva,  IL  60134. 

ten,  307  Cedar  Ave.,  St.  Charles.  IL  60174.  (708) 
584-6680. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE-  ASSOCIATE  Coun¬ 

cil  Director  for  South  Indiana  Conference. 
This  position  requires  skills  and  experience  in 
developing  leadership  in  local  churches  and  in 
the  conference  for  mission  and  ministry  in  the 

mumty  networking;  program  management.  Re¬ 
sumes  and  references  to:  Rev.  Clarke 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FULDTIME  Director 

of  Jr.  and  Sr.  high  youth  ministries  at  First  United 

Beach,  FL  33162.  (305)  945-3505.  Deadline:  Au- 
gust  15,  1994. 

Methodist  Church  (NW  Arkansas).  Mail  resume 
to:  Dr.  Dwight  Heathman,  Chairperson  SPR  Com¬ 
mittee,  525  Sanders,  Springdale,  AR  72764. 

world  and  is  open  to  lay  or  clergy.  Compensa¬ 
tion  based  on  experience.  Job  descriptions  are 
available  from  the  Chairperson  of  CCOM  Per- 

COORDINATOR  OF  YOUTH/CHILDREN 

Ministries.  Full-time  ministry  with  children/ 
youth.  Degree/experience.  Job  description  avail¬ 
able.  FUMC,  P.O.  Box  294,  Madison,  FL  32341. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for 

Travis  Park  UMC  San  Antonio,  TX.  Bachelor's 
degree  and  experience  preferred.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Contact:  Linda  Montgomery,  (210)  226-8341. 

426-281 1.  Deadline  for  applications  is  July  24, 
1994.  Equal  opportunity  employer. 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  FOR  HORIZON  Child 

Care  Center,  White  Rock  United  Methodist 
Church,  Los  Alamos,  NM.  Includes  pre-school, 
day  school,  and  after  school.  Degree  in  educa¬ 
tion  and/or  experience  in  early  childhood  devel¬ 
opment  is  required.  Personnel  and  budget  skills 
desirable.  Send  resume  to:  Mrs.  Christa  Man¬ 
ning,  275  Kilby,  Los  Alamos,  NM  87544. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES: 

Full-time  position  in  a  growing  1700+  member 
congregation;  well  located  in  quaint,  historical 
Franklin,  Tennessee.  Candidate  needs  proven 
experience  in  establishing  and  developing  new, 
non-traditional  programs;  strong  interpersonal, 
communication  and  organization  skills  required. 
Candidate  must  be  able  to  work  effectively  with¬ 
in  a  team  ministry  format  and  with  a  diverse,  so¬ 
phisticated  membership.  Responsible  for 
establishing  community  building  efforts  within 
the  church,  including  the  Christian  education 
program  with  children  and  adults.  Qualifica- 
tions  needed:  minimum  of  bachelor’s  degree  in 
education  or  Christian  education,  master's  de¬ 
gree  preferred.  Minimum  five  (5)  years  experi¬ 
ence  in  Christian  education  position,  seven  (7) 
preferred.  Salary  is  negotiable  based  on  experi¬ 
ence  and  training.  Contact:  Rev.  Bob  Lewis,  142 
5th  Ave..  South,  Franklin,  TN  37064.  ; 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST/MUSIC  Associate. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Dothan,  Ala¬ 
bama.  Large  Moller  3  manual  pipe  organ. 
2000+  member  congregation.  Dynamic  music 
program,  consisting  of  childrens  choirs,  hand- 
chimes,  handbells,  youth  choirs,  2  adult  choirs, 
and  orchestra.  Requires  organ/choral  back¬ 
ground.  Advanced  degree  preferred.  Salary  and 
benefits  commensurate  with  experience.  Re¬ 
sume,  references  to:  Don  Hicks,  Music  Search 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
1380  West  Main  Street,  Dothan,  AL  36201. 
Telephone:  (205)  793-3555. 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  AND  Educa¬ 

tion  Director/Minister.  St.  Andrew  By-The-Sea 
United  Methodist  Church,  Hilton  Head  Island 
seeking  to  fill  position  of  Youth  and  Education 
Director/Minister.  Clergy  or  lay  person  with 
love  for  children,  strong  Christian  education 
background  only,  please.  Must  be  highly  moti- 
vated.  dedicated,  energetic.  This  is  a  vital  posi- 
tion  in  this  growing  church  of  750  members. 
Send  resume/salary  requirements  to:  Youth  Po¬ 
sition,  St.  Andrew  By-The-Sea  United  Method¬ 
's*  Church,  20  Pope  Ave,  Hilton  Head  Island, 

SC  29928. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  POSITION: 

A  growing  evangelical  United  Methodist  Church 
of  550  members  seeking  person  with  youth  minis¬ 
try  experience  and  training.  Compensation  nego¬ 
tiable.  Resume  and  references  to:  Janet  Imio, 

012  Hwy  59,  Naperville,  IL  60564. 

54  PADDED  OAK  PEWS  AND  3  PODIUM 
Chairs  for  sale,  Jonesboro,  AR  FUMC,  Charles 
Abel  (501)  935-6693  or  church  office  (501)  932- 
7479. 

FOR  SALE:  TWO  STORY,  TWO  BEDROOM, 

1.5  bath,  fully  furnished,  summer  cottage  in  Des 
Plains  Methodist  Campground,  Cook  County  Illi- 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR-  NAEYC  accredited 

school.  1000-member  church  has  immediate 

nois  (Chicago)  Forest  Preserve.  All  amenities  in¬ 
cluded.  $  1 4,000  obo.  (3 1 0)  209- 1214. 

pie  skills.  Send  resume  with  references  plus  sala¬ 
ry  requirements  to:  Steering  Committee,  Walnut 
Hill  United  Methodist  Church,  10066  Marsh 
Lane,  Dallas,  TX  75229. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  Communications, 

Nebraska  Conference  UMC.  Experienced  Unit- 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?"  Meth¬ 

odist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  accepting 

ed  Methodist  communicator  to  edit  a  newspa¬ 
per,  produce  a  weekly  radio  program,  edit 

applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  caD 
(210)  696-7021  for  information.  | 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

coordinated  mail,  edit  and  produce  video  tapes 
and  assist  with  PR.  Ability  to  design  printed  ma¬ 
terials  an  asset.  Skills  relating  to  individuals  and 
working  with  groups  important.  Minimum: 
bachelor’s  degree  in  communications,  journal¬ 
ism  or  related  field.  Salary  range  $40,000  to 
$45,000  plus  health,  pension  benefits,  and  car. 
Closing  date:  June  25.  Position  begins  August 

1 5.  Send  letters,  resume,  references  and  samples 
of  work  to:  Richard  Turner,  P.O.  Box  4553,  Lin¬ 
coln  NE  68504.  (402)  464-5994.  Fax:  (402)  464- 
6203. 

CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  SOUGHT  for 

the  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Blooming¬ 
ton,  Indiana,  an  active  and  growing  congrega¬ 
tion.  Administrator  will  assist  the  pastor  and 

Pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability. 
Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  WaynesviUe,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

staff  in  directing  daily  operations  of  personnel, 
finances,  business  and  facility  needs.  Send  re¬ 
sumes  by  6/20/94  to:  Search  Committee,  do  Dr. 
Philip  Amerson,  Box  936,  Bloomington,  IN 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Accu¬ 

mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negoti¬ 
ate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box 
808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 
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Rain,  sun  bless  Conference  Center  ceremony 


Breaking 

sacred 

ground 


Bishop  William  Oden 


Louisiana  Methodism  recently  had  a  very  beautiful  and  meaningful 
celebration.  It  was  the  groundbreaking  for  the  Conference  Center  on 
May  28. 

The  event  was  scheduled  at  the  site  of  the  Center,  but  rain  moved  us 
to  First  Church,  Alexandria.  By  the  time  we  began  at  2:30  p.m.,  the  sun 
was  out  and  it  was  a  most  beautiful  day.  We  had  moved  some  soil  to  the 
church  and  had  our  ground  breaking  in  the  beautiful  garden  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria. 

This  groundbreaking  was  a  result  of  20  years  of  dreaming  and  more 
than  10  years  of  planning.  The  celebration  could  not  have  been  more 
meaningful.  Shovels  full  of  soil  were  turned  by  long  time  conference 
leaders  who  had  been  in  the  planning  from  the  beginning,  by  children 
and  youth,  by  lay  and  clergy  leadership,  and  by  representatives  of  vari¬ 
ous  organizations  within  the  Conference. 

The  Center  will  be  a  place  of  holiness.  It  will  be  a  sanctuary  where 
people  can  come  to  touch  and  experience  the  reality  of  God  in  a  very 
special  location.  It  will  be  a  sacred  place  where  we  can  “be  still  and 
know  that  I  am  God.” 

It  will  be  a  place  of  hospitality.  It  will  be  open  to  everyone,  and  will 
remind  us  that  there  are  no  barriers  to  those  who  desire  to  be  a  part  of 
the  church,  or  in  good  faith,  use  its  facilities.  The  Center  will  host  over 
40  Louisiana  United  Methodist  organizations  as  well  as  groups  from 
other  communions,  businesses,  etc.  It  will  truly  be  a  place  of  gracious 
hospitality. 

It  will  also  be  the  heart  of  Louisiana  United  Methodism;  and  not  just 
in  location.  While  it  will  be  at  the  center  of  our  state  and  at  the  cross¬ 
roads  of  Louisiana,  even  more  than  that,  it  will  be  the  spiritual  heart  of 
our  Conference.  It  will  be  the  place  where  the  arteries  of  our  districts, 
local  churches,  and  organizations  will  all  meet  and  receive  new  spiritu¬ 
al  power. 

The  groundbreaking  of  the  Center  was  a  very  special  moment  for 
United  Methodists  from  all  over  the  state.  It  was  well  attended.  The 
excitement  was  high.  And  one  could  sense  the  supportive  enthusiasm 
as  this  event  moved  us  from  stages  of  planning  and  preparation  to  the 
building  phase,  which  should  be  underway  this  summer. 


Dr.  Larry  D.  Robertson,  CENTER,  pastor  First  UMC  in  Bastrop  and 
Collinston,  visits  with  State  Representatives  Charles  McDonald, 
LEFT,  (District  14)  of  Monroe  and  Francis  C.  Thompson  (District  19) 
of  Delhi  at  the  recent  Bishop's  Breakfast  for  legislators  in  Baton 
Rouge.  The  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  sponsored  the  event  and 
a  legislative  seminar. 

Camp  Istrouma  Trust  Fund  is  established 
to  remember  Rev.  james  Monroe  Wilkes 


With  an  initial  gift  of  $1,000 
from  Joyce  B.  Wilkes,  the  Camp  Is¬ 
trouma  Board  of  Managers  has  es¬ 
tablished  the  J.  Monroe  Wilkes 
Memorial  Trust  Fund  through  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana.  The  fund  is  to  be  used 
for  the  future  development  of 
Camp  Istrouma,  owned  by  Aca- 
diana,  Baton  Rouge,  New  Orleans 
and  North  Shore  Districts. 

The  trust  fund  is  established  in 
loving  memory  of  a  man  whose 
crowning  achievement  in  ministry 
lay  in  dedicated  service  as  the  first 
superintendent  of  Camp  Istrouma, 
Rev.  Bill  Rowell  said. 

Rev.  James  Monroe  “Mon” 
Wilkes  entered  the  ministry  as  a 
full-time  lay  pastor  June  8,  1948 
and  served  church  appointments  in 
addition  to  his  years  of  dedicated 
service  at  Camp  Istrouma. 

Rev.  Larry  Miller  said,  “Just  as 
Jesus  so  often  did,  Mon  made  you 
feel  loved  and  accepted  and  some- 


Although  Bishop  Oden  alluded  to  the  blessings  provided  by  the  rain 
that  fell  on  groundbreaking  day  for  the  Louisiana  Conference  Cen¬ 
ter,  the  sun  later  came  out  and  made  these  participants  squint. 
Ground  was  symbolically  broken  at  First  UMC,  Alexander.  FROM 
LEFT,  are  Carl  Stewart,  Conference  lay  leader;  Fred  Loy,  a  member 
of  the  center's  executive  committee;  Dr.  Ken  Reed,  executive  direc¬ 
tor,  Foundation  of  Louisiana,  and  Rev.  Don  Avery,  Alexandria  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent. 


Symbolizing  our 
building  for 
future  genera¬ 
tions  is  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Jon  Telli- 
fero  who  break 
ground  with  a 
"golden"  shovel 
as  Vera  Packer 
and  Dr,  Tom 
Matheny  stand 
nearby. ' 


COSROW  award  is  presented 
to  Seola  Callahan  of  Oakdale 


Seola  Callahan  of  Oakdale,  who 
for  years  has  been  active  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  was  re¬ 
cipient  of  the  third  annual  Sojourn¬ 
er  Truth  Award  presented  by  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women. 

The  winner  was  announced  at  the 
annual  COSROW  Luncheon  held 
Tuesday,  June  7,  at  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Shreveport,  during  Annual 
Conference. 

The  award  recipient  also  was  an¬ 
nounced  during  a  session  of  the 
Conference. 

Mary  Lou  Cassingham,  COS¬ 
ROW  chair,  presented  a  framed 
certificate  to  Callahan. 

“She  was  honored  in  recognition 
of  her  service,  not  only  to  the  com¬ 
munity  and  to  her  own  church  but 
to  the  entire  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,”  Cassingham  said. 

Callahan  is  secretary  to  the  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries,  is 
Lake  Charles  District  Lay  Leader 


and  serves  on  the  Conference  Cen¬ 
ter  Board  of  Trustees.  She  has  long 
been  active  iri  United  Methodist 
Women,  having  served  a  full  term 
on  the  district  and  as  both  UMW 
Conference  sec¬ 
retary  and  Con¬ 
ference  publicity 
and  public  rela¬ 
tions  chair. 

She  was  dele¬ 
gate  to  the 
Jurisdictional 
Conference  in 
1992. 

In  Oakdale, 

Seola  Callahan  she  is  CO-direC- 
tor  of  Allen  Interfaith  Coalition  for 
Caring.  This  organization  provides 
volunteer  services  to  the  elderly  and 
home-bound  persons  including 
those  in  Hospice. 

An  active  member  of  First  UMC, 
Oakdale,  Callahan  was  nominated  by 
the  pastor,  Rev.  Louis  Coppage  Jr., 
who  retired  at  Annual  Conference. 


Radio  pastor  from  Wales  visits 
Washington  Parish  churches 


body  special  when  you  were  around 
him.” 

Mrs.  Wilkes  will  receive  notice  of 
all  memorial  gifts  to  the  trust  fund. 

Camp  Istrouma  on  Greenwell 
Springs  Road,  east  of  Baton  Rouge, 
has  within  its  168-acre  site  every 
variety  of  terrain  evident  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  except  for  ocean  front  beach, 
Rowell  mentioned. 

On  land  first  settled  by  Houma 
Indians,  then  later  Tunica  Indians, 
the  historic  site  passed  through 
ownership  by  French,  British  and 
Spanish  before  becoming  part  of  the 
United  States. 

The  camp  was  first  built  as  a  Boy 
Scout  Camp  by  area  Rotarians.  The 
site,  through  the  vision  and  drive  of 
Rev.  Willie  Poole,  a  Baton  Rouge 
District  superintendent,  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  Baton  Rouge  and  New  Or¬ 
leans  Districts  in  1959  for  the 
establishment  of  a  church  camp. 
Young  persons  as  well  as  older  ones 
have  enjoyed  camping  there  for  years. 


Rev.  Carl  E.  Rhoads  III,  North 
Shore  district  superintendent,  and 
the  UM  churches  of  Washington 
Parish  participated  in  the  New 
World  Mission  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  May  1-5.  The 
churches  are  Mt.  Hermon,  Wesley 
Ray,  Live  Oak,  Mary’s  Chapel,  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Sullivan  Memorial,  Thir- 
kield,  Harry’s  Chapel,  Centenary, 
Fisher,  Winan,  Hayes  Chapel,  Var- 
nado,  Sun  and  Bush. 

Ministers  participating  were  the 
Reverends  Oscar  Tippin  Jr.,  Ver¬ 
non  Fairley,  Louis  Smith,  Terrence 
August,  Patric  Upton,  Karl  D. 
Wood  and  Spiller  Milton. 

International  ministers 

During  April  and  May,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  brought  Christian  minis¬ 
ters  from  Africa,  Australia,  Asia. 
Latin  America  and  Europe  to  the 
United  States  on  week-long  mis¬ 
sions.  In  each  location,  the  local 
churches  conducted  studies  focus¬ 
ing  on  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  prep- 


Three  receive  Torch  Awards 
Troop  236,  Hammond,  honored 

Torch  Awards  were  presented  by  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  to  three 
individuals  who  have  worked  with  Boy  Scouts  for  years.  The  Bishops’ 
Award  of  Excellence  was  presented  to  Boy  Scout  Troop  236  and  First 
UMC  of  Hammond  at  the  Shreveport  meeting. 

Recipients  of 


the  Torch  Awards 
are  Douglas  Smith 
of  Bossier  City, 

Jerry  Hammons 
of  Baton  Rouge 
and  Rev.  M.  Ray 
Holt,  pastor  of 
Luling  UMC. 

Criteria  for  the 
award  includes: 

Christian  charac¬ 
ter,  support  of  Youth  Serving  Min¬ 
istries  at  district  and  Conference 
level  at  least  10  years,  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  Committee  on 
Scouting  and  the  promotion  of  reli¬ 
gious  services  within  the  program. 

For  a  troop  to  receive  the  Bish¬ 
op’s  Award  of  Excellence,  a  unit 
must  have  60  per  cent  or  more 
youth  working  toward  or  holding 
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Rev.  M.  Ray  Holt 

the  appropriate  religious  emblem 
program.  Fifty  per  cent  or  more  of 
the  adults  working  with  the  troop 
must  be  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  must  take  part 
in  Scouting  Sunday  services,  per¬ 
form  a  service  project,  observe  wor¬ 
ship  services  when  camping  on 
Sunday  and  have  a  chaplain  and 
chaplain  aide. 

Troop  236  met  all  of  the  criteria. 


Around  the  Conference 


aration  for  the  mission  week. 

The  missioner  sent  to  Washing¬ 
ton  Parish  was  the  Rev.  Ian  Whyte 
of  Mold,  Wales,  who  was  bom  in 
Scotland  and  who  entered  the 
Methodist  ministry  at  age  31.  His 
early  ministry  was  focused  on  youth 
work  and  for  the  past  12  years  he 
has  produced  and  presented  a  radio 
program. 

Whyte  preached  at  Elizabeth  Sul¬ 
livan  Memorial  UMC  each  evening 
and  choirs  from  the  different 
churches  sang  each  night.  He  taped 
a  TV  program,  met  with  a  joint 
Youth  Rally,  did  a  daily  radio 
broadcast  and  met  with  UMW, 
Methodist  Men  and  civic  clubs. 

Russian  offering 

An  offering  was  received  each 
night  for  the  Russian  Methodist 
Church  in  Ekaterinburg.  Sent  to 
Russia  was  $1,200. 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  also  as¬ 
sisted  in  sponsoring  the  program. 


Philips  Memorial  UMC  of  New 
Orleans  held  its  first  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  training  for  members  of  Phil¬ 
ips  Memorial-Shaw  Temple  Charge 
recently.  Betty  Wells,  Council  on 
Ministers  chair,  said,  “United 
Methodists  need  to  be  enlightened 
on  the  structure  and  doctrines  of 
our  faith.” 

Rev.  Jeff  Conner,  pastor  of  Napo¬ 
leon  Avenue-St.  Mark’s  UMC,  New 
Orleans,  conducted  the  three-hour 
training.  Rev.  Dale  Branch  was  serv¬ 
ing  as  interim  pastor. 

•  *  * 

Barbara  and  Richard  Sockrider, 
members  of  Roanoke  UMC  in  Roa¬ 
noke,  La.,  recently  returned  from 
McCurdy  School  in  Espanola,  New 
Mexico,  where  they  worked  with  a 
NOMAD  group.  The  18-member 
work  team  assisted  for  10  days  on 
the  40-acre  campus  —  painting,  do¬ 
ing  plumbing,  electrical  and  dry 
wall  repairs  and  other  maintenance. 

McCurdy  is  a  Christian  day  and 
boarding  school  in  the  northern  Rio 
Grande  River  Valley. 

The  work  at  the  school  was  the 
Sockriders’  fourth  NOMAD  proj¬ 
ect.  "We  appreciate  their  willing¬ 
ness  to  work,”  Joyce  Lincoln  of  the 
school  said.  “Their  service  is  in¬ 
valuable  and  their  love  of  God  is 
evident  in  all  they  do.” 

*  *  * 

Youth  conducted  the  services  on 
Youth  Sunday  recently  in  First 
UMC,  Minden.  Speaker  was  Kristin 
Hunt,  a  junior  in  high  school  and 
president  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  United  Methodist  Youth.  She 
also  is  a  representative  on  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  United  Meth¬ 
odist  youth  team  as  well  as  a  board 
member  of  the  UM  Church’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries.  She  is  a 
member  of  First  UMC,  Monroe. 

*  *  * 

Holy  Week  services  for  the  com¬ 
bined  congregations  of  Wesley 
Booneville,  St.  Mark,  Wilton  and 
Union  Chapel  UM  churches  were 
led  by  the  ministers  Rev.  Wilson 
King,  Rev.  Dorothy  Johnson,  Rev. 
Hurvey  Sweazie  and  Rev.  James 
Ray.  A  highlight  was  youth  night 
with  over  40  youth  attending  and 
conducting  the  services. 


First  Street  UMC  of  New  Orleans 
observed  its  161st  church  anniver¬ 
sary  recently.  Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walk¬ 
er  Sr.,  pastor  emeritus  of  Brooks 
UMC,  was  the  speaker.  Theme  was 
“Welcoming  Believers  Into  the  Life 
of  the  Church.”  A  banquet  was 
held.  Pastor  of  the  church  is  Rev. 
Abraham  E.  Davis  and  cochairs 
were  Tommie  Alexander  and  Barba¬ 
ra  Oliver. 

*  *  * 

First  UMC  of  Houma  observed 
its  Sesquicentennial  Celebration 
May  15.  Bishop  William  Oden  and 
Dr.  Gerald  Richardson,  Acadiana 
district  superintendent,  were  pres¬ 
ent  to  help  the  church  celebrate  1 50 
years  of  Methodism  in  the  Houma- 
Terrebonne  area. 

An  entire  day  of  activities  was 
held  for  the  church  family.  During 
the  Sunday  school  hour,  church  his¬ 
torian,  Timothy  Hebert,  talked 
about  the  roots  of  Methodism  in  the 
area.  Historical  displays,  including 
a  model  and  a  painting  of  the  first 
church,  were  viewed.  Bishop  Oden 
spoke  during  the  morning  worship 
hour  and  Dr.  Richardson  was  litur- 
gist. 

Present  pastor  is  Dr.  Alan  Dee 
Einsel.  Former  pastors  attending 
were  Dr.  Benedict  Galloway,  Dr. 
Larry  Robertson,  Rev.  Jerome  Cain, 
Dr.  John  Winn  and  Dr.  Carole  Cot- 
ton-Winn. 

Persons  who  came  out  of  the 
church  and  entered  the  ministry 
were  also  present.  They  included 
Rev.  Lionel  Marcel,  Rev.  Rick  He¬ 
bert,  Rev.  Steve  Porter  and  Rev. 
Walter  Parker  Jr.  Also  attending 
was  Dr.  B.  Joseph  Martin,  retired 
pastor  in  the  area.  The  visiting  pas¬ 
tors  shared  remembrances  during  a 
historical  program  held  after  a  cov¬ 
ered-dish  dinner. 

In  Memoriam 

The  Rev.  Dorothy  Mae 
McGowen,  62,  minister  who  served 
a  number  of  Louisiana  Conference 
churches,  died  May  18.  She  is  one 
of  the  clergy  who  were  memorial¬ 
ized  at  Annual  Conference. 

She  is  survived  by  a  brother, 
James  Watson  McGowen  of  West 
Monroe. 


"A  Living  Illustration"  ending  Lent  at  St.  Mark's  UMC,  Alexandria, 
depicted  the  Holy  Week  days  of  Christ's  life  on  earth.  Members  of 
the  church  participated  in  a  drama  of  the  Lord's  Supper  highlighted 
by  Holy  Communion.  Rev.  Wilson  King  was  minister. 
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Sunday  schools  worthy 
of  presidential  honor 


Let’s  not  be  too  quick  to  relegate 
the  recent  D-Day  remembrances 
to  memory. 

To  be  specific,  let's  hang  onto  a 
phrase  in  a  moving  address  by 
President  Clinton. 

Speaking  at  the  American  ceme¬ 
tery  on  Omaha  Beach,  Mr.  Clinton 
said  of  the  thousands  buried  there: 

“Those  soldiers  knew  that  stay¬ 
ing  put  meant  certain  death.  But 
they  were  also  driven  by  the  voice 
of  free  will  and  responsibility,  nur¬ 
tured  in  Sunday  schools,  town 
halls  and  sandlot  baseball  games.” 

“Sunday  schools”?  Did  he  actu¬ 
ally  say  that?  And  did  he  list  them 
first  among  an  all-American  list  of 
things  we  as  a  country  stand  for? 

Yes  and  yes.  Amen  and  amen. 

Whether  the  actual  words  were 


These  church  playmates  exhibit 
the  good  influences  of  Sunday 
school  commended  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Clinton  (see  related  edito¬ 
rial  above). 


Editorial 

his  or  a  speechwriter’s,  Mr.  Clin¬ 
ton  has  long  been  noted  for  evok¬ 
ing  high  ideals  through  the  images 
of  the  Christian  faith  he  and  his 
family  practice.  Thus  we’re  willing 
to  grant  that  it  would  be  quite  nat¬ 
ural  for  him  to  commend  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  Sunday  schools  on  men 
and  women  who  died  serving  their 
country. 

We  active,  church-going  Chris¬ 
tians  shouldn’t  have  to  wait  for  the 
President  to  call  attention  to  the 
good  influence  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion.  Such  an  impact  has  been  felt 
through  Sunday  schools,  Vacation 
Bible  Schools,  church  youth 
groups  and  other  efforts. 

We  encourage  you  to  remember 
the  President’s  words.  Use  them  as 
units  of  measure  for  Sunday  school, 
worship  administrative  councils,  etc. 

Are  those  forums,  in  fact,  places 
where  people  can  hear  “the  voice  of 
free  will  and  responsibility?”  Isn’t 
that  phrase  a  reasonable  synonym 
for  teachings  like  “do  unto  others” 
and  “God  so  loved  the  world"  and 
“Jesus  loves  the  little  children”? 

Thank  you,  Mr.  President,  for 
challenging  us  to  claim  the  good 
that  we  have  done.  May  that  chal¬ 
lenge  be  more  than  merely  a  mem¬ 
ory  recalled.  May  it  be  a  call  to 
continued  action  in  an  age  that 
cries  out  for  such  good  influences. 

Stand  tall,  all  you  Sunday  school 
teachers,  town  hall  convenors  and 
sandlot  baseball  coaches!  You’ve 
received  a  much-deserved  presi¬ 
dential  commendation. 


Nepali  church  struggles  to  survive 


As  clergy  who  have  served  in  dif¬ 
ferent  capacities  with  Christian 
Children’s  Fund  for  more  than  10 
years,  we  have  firsthand  knowledge 
of  the  good  work  the  organization 
provides  to  2.5  million  children  in 
40  countries. 

Of  greatest  concern  to  us  is  the  al¬ 
legation  that  funds  donated  by  gen¬ 
erous  people  from  a  variety  of  faiths 
are  not  directly  benefitting  children 
(see  UMR,  June  3). 

This  is  simply  not  true.  The  orga¬ 
nization  is  ruled  by  a  commitment 
that  80  percent  of  all  sponsorship 
donations  are  used  in  the  country  of 
the  sponsored  children  for  services 
which  benefit  children. 

We  know  from  personal  experi¬ 
ence  that  the  financial  stewardship 
and  integrity  of  Christian  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Fund  is  beyond  reproach.  Al¬ 
legations  made  against  CCF  were 
drawn  largely  from  instances  identi¬ 
fied  by  the  organization’s  own  in¬ 
ternal  audit  and  which  were 
carefully  examined  and  corrected. 
Unfortunately,  news  reports  persist 
in  focusing  on  these  instances  which 
represent  less  than  .03  percent  of 
CCF’s  $  1 1 2  million  budget. 

If  the  allegations  of  one  former 
board  member  result  in  diminished 
confidence  in  the  work  of  Christian 
Children’s  Fund,  the  children  will 
be  the  ones  who  suffer  most. 

Bishop  Peter  James  Lee 
Episcopal  Diocese  of  Virginia 

Dr.  R.  Jackson  Sidler 

Pastor,  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Richmond,  Virginia 

Bishop  Walter  Sullivan 
Roman  Catholic  Diocese 
of  Richmond,  Virginia 

The  Rev.  Canon  Don  Raby  Edwards 
Rector  (Retired),  St.  Stephen’s 

Episcopal  Church,  Richmond, 

Virginia 

'Past  redemption?' 

Contrary  to  Dale  Tranberg’s  as- 


CERTMNLY  I’(A  INTO 
WELLNESS.  EVERY 
TINE  MV  DOCTOR 
SEES  t4E,  SHE  SHAKES 
HER  HEAD  AND  EXCLAIMS, 
“WELL ,  WELL ,  WELL  V' 


Fourth  of  five  parts 

KATHMANDU,  NEPAL— As  we 
crossed  the  noisy  downtown  street 
bustling  with  Sunday  morning  traffic, 
Dr.  Kali  Rokaya  summed  up  his 
view  of  Christian  ministry  in  Nepal. 

Dr.  Rokaya,  his  wife  Draupadi, 
United  Methodist  missionary  Nor¬ 
ma  Kehrberg  and  I  had  just  finished 
a  two-hour  breakfast  discussing  the 
state  of  a  fledgling  Christianity  in 
this  overwhelmingly  Hindu  country 
(see  UMR,  June  10). 

"We  must  look  ahead,”  he  said. 
“What  I  do  as  a  Christian  layman  is 
encourage  young  people,  one  by  one, 
to  get  an  education  and  become  lead¬ 
ers  in  church  and  in  society.  Change 
won’t  come  quickly  that  way,  but  if 
we’re  patient,  the  church  will  grow 
and  change  will  come.” 

A  living  example 

The  40-year-old  associate  profes¬ 
sor  of  engineering  at  Tribhuvan 
University,  Nepal’s  only  institution 
of  higher  education,  is  a  living  ex¬ 
ample  of  his  own  philosophy. 

A  Hindu  for  the  first  20  years  of 
his  life,  he  became  a  Christian, 
earned  a  Ph.D.  in  India  and  re¬ 
turned  to  his  native  Nepal  where  he 
became  a  leader  in  the  National 
Churches  Fellowship.  The  latter  is  a 
loose  association  of  congregations 
that  give  moral  support  to  each  oth- 


We  find  allegations  against 
charity  'simply  not  true' 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


sertion  (see  UMR,  May  13),  there  is 
no  evidence  at  all  that  capital  pun¬ 
ishment  has  any  pragmatic  effect  of 
deterrence  to  crime. 

As  to  the  moral  basis,  there  is  lit¬ 
tle  point  to  bandying  texts  around. 
Mr.  Tranberg  finds  that  “all  Scrip¬ 
ture  supports  the  concept  of  a  death 
penalty.”  I  find  the  opposite  from 
the  same  Scriptures. 

I  find  that  Jesus  came  to  seek  the 
lost  and  the  sinful,  and  that  he  nev¬ 
er  gave  up  on  anyone’s  potential  to 
repent.  I,  therefore,  cannot  believe 
that  we  have  any  right  to  decide 
when  someone  is  “past”  redemp¬ 
tion,  regardless  of  the  wickedness  of 
the  crime. 

If  God  is  in  favor  of  the  death 
penalty  for  convicted  murderers,  as 
Mr.  Tranberg  believes,  I  assume  he 
would  have  no  trouble  picturing  Je¬ 
sus  consenting  to  hammer  the  nails 
into  the  hands  and  feet  of  the  con¬ 
victed  Barabbas,  had  Pilate  ordered 
him  to  do  so.  I,  however,  cannot 
equate  justice  with  retribution. 

Suzanne  Rudalevige 
Watertown,  Massachusetts 

Pontius'  Puddle 


er  and  a  means  for  joint  work  with¬ 
in  Nepal. 

Now  he  and  Draupadi  are  leaders 
of  a  young  congregation  in  Kath¬ 
mandu.  Theirs  is  one  of  an  estimat¬ 
ed  50  Christian  “house  churches” 
in  this  sprawling  village-city  of  one- 
half  million  people.  The  “house 
churches”  range  in  size  from  20  or 
30  members  to  as  many  as  300.  All 
told,  there  are  an  estimated  200,000 
Christians  in  Nepal,  about  1  per¬ 
cent  of  the  population. 

In  addition  to  her  church  work, 
Draupadi  actively  participates  in 
the  Advisory  Group  on  Nepali 
Women,  an  advocacy  group  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  ecumenically-support¬ 
ed  United  Mission  to  Nepal. 

As  a  result  of  her  efforts  and 
those  of  other  women,  the  United 
Mission  has  opened  a  crisis  center 
for  young  women  and  created  a  pro¬ 
gram  to  care  for  women  who  are 
HIV  positive.  In  April,  1993,  their 
work  helped  to  organize  a  chapter 
of  the  Young  Women’s  Christian 
Association. 

Clearly,  the  Rokayas  are  an  excep¬ 
tional  couple  whose  determination  to 
empower  both  the  Nepali  church  and 
Nepali  women  is  evident.  During 
breakfast  they  described  the  chal¬ 
lenge  in  vivid  language. 

“The  attitude  has  been  that  wom¬ 
en  can’t  do  anything,”  Draupadi 

KATHMANDU, 
Nepal — Christian 
leaders  Kali 
(seated)  and 
Draupadi  Rokaya 
say  that 

“survival"  is  the 
priority  for 
Christian 
churches  in  their 
predominantly 
Hindu  nation.  Yet 
they  add  that 
with  patience 
and  faith  they 
expect  the  church 
in  Nepal  will 
grow  physically 
and  spiritually. 
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Editor’s  note:  This  five- 
part  series  chronicles 
Mr.  Swecker’s 
experiences  on  an 
ecumenical  spiritual  trek. 


said.  “If  they  did  nursing,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  they  were  considered  prosti¬ 
tutes.  So  what  we  are  doing  to  lift 
the  status  of  women  is  threatening 
to  many,  even  to  some  women.” 

'Couldn't  believe  it' 

Her  husband  said  that  even  he 
"couldn’t  believe  it”  when  women 
involved  in  the  United  Mission’s  in¬ 
formal  education  project  publicly 
called  for  a  ban  on  alcohol.  That 
event  represented  a  bold  step  in  a  so¬ 
ciety  in  which  women  traditionally 
have  been  second-class  citizens  and 
often  are  treated  as  beasts  of  burden. 

Unfortunately,  the  Rokayas  said, 
the  Nepali  church  “has  a  long  way 
to  go”  when  it  comes  to  raising  the 
status  of  women. 

“Only  recently  have  women  been 
allowed  even  to  speak  in  some  con¬ 
gregations,”  Draupadi  said.  “There 
are  no  women  pastors,  of  course. 
I’m  waiting  for  that  day!” 

If  the  plight  of  women  doesn’t  top 
the  churches’  agenda,  what  does? 

“Survival,"  said  Dr.  Rokaya 
bluntly. 

Christianity  is  growing,  he  said, 
but  churches  still  face  an  uphill  bat¬ 
tle  in  a  country  that  outlaws  efforts 
by  “outside”  religious  groups  to 
make  converts.  Hence,  congrega¬ 
tions  may  not  engage  in  evangelism 
as  it  is  usually  understood  by  U.S. 
Christians. 

Moreover,  he  said,  most  churches 


receive  funds  from  outside  the 
country.  He  estimated  that  fully  60 
percent  of  existing  Nepali  congrega¬ 
tions  would  fold  if  those  funds  were 
cut  off — a  thinkable  threat  in  a 
country  whose  government  is  basi¬ 
cally  hostile  to  Christianity. 

“As  churches,  we’re  just  coming  out 
of  a  cocoon,”  Dr.  Rokaya  said.  “Our 
congregation  is  trying  to  be  a  model 
for  others,  that  is,  to  be  self-sufficient. 
We  receive  no  outside  funds.” 

'We  can  give!' 

And  amazingly,  he  said,  “We’re 
learning  that  we  can  give!” 

What  might  U.S.  Christians  do  to 
help  their  Nepali  sisters  and  brothers? 

“Pray  for  Christian  unity  here 
and  for  a  vision  of  what  it  is  to  be 
Christian,”  Dr.  Rokaya  said.  “And 
keep  supporting  church-related 
channels  like  UMN  [United  Mis¬ 
sion]  that  help  the  people  of  Ne¬ 
pal.” 

In  short,  no  U.S.-style  “quick 
fixes”  were  offered  by  this  remark¬ 
able  Nepali  Christian  couple.  Like 
Dr.  Rokaya  said,  change  won’t 
come  quickly  either  to  this  country 
or  the  church  struggling  to  survive 
here. 

“But  if  we’re  patient,  the  church 
will  grow  and  change  will  come.” 

As  we  shook  hands  good-bye,  I 
wondered  to  myself:  Is  there  really  a 
difference  between  patience  and 
faith? 


Dad  inspired  us  by  dying  courageously 


By  NANCY  SELLECK  STREGE 

It  has  been  more  than  eight  years 
since  Dad  died,  but  the  memories 
of  the  last  few  years  before  his  death 
are  still  painful.  Though  he  had 
overcome  many  difficulties  during 
his  lifetime,  his  final  challenge,  a 
debilitating  illness,  was  one  that  he 
could  not  beat. 

His  mother  abandoned  him  as  a 
child  when  she  divorced  his  father,  so 
his  grandparents  raised  him.  He  did 
not  attend  college,  but  I  remember 
him  saying  that  he  had  graduated 
from  the  “school  of  hard  knocks.” 

He  loved  music,  played  the  saxo¬ 
phone,  and  had  his  own  dance  band 
before  he  married  my  mother.  Mom 
tells  how  he  danced  while  he  played 
and  always  had  a  great  time  per¬ 
forming  with  his  band. 

As  a  young  husband  and  father,  he 
labored  as  a  street  cleaner,  grave  dig¬ 
ger,  clerk  and  store  manager  to  feed, 
clothe  and  educate  his  family.  Appar¬ 
ently  his  peers  viewed  him  as  hard¬ 
working,  trustworthy,  and  sincere 
because  they  elected  him  mayor.  On 
his  mayoral  desk  he  placed  a  motto 
borrowed  from  President  Harry  Tru¬ 
man,  “The  Buck  Stops  Here.” 

Faith  a  strong  influence 

His  religious  faith  was  a  strong 
influence  in  his  life,  one  that  he 
passed  on  to  his  children. 

We  grew  up  in  the  Methodist 
Church.  When  we  were  teen-agers 
active  in  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship,  Dad  taught  Sunday  school 
classes  and  once  was  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Sunday  School.  He 
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served  on  the  church  board  and  also 
as  a  lay  speaker  in  the  pulpit. 

Symptoms  of  his  illness  appeared 
gradually  as  he  approached  retire¬ 
ment. 

The  Mayo  Clinic  diagnosed  his 
condition  as  a  rare,  neurological 
syndrome.  Because  it  is  not  com¬ 
mon  in  the  United  States  and  only  a 
bit  more  prevalent  in  Europe,  there 
was  no  known  cure.  Doctors  came 
from  distant  cities  and  countries  to 
study  his  symptoms  and  test  results. 
Aside  from  experimental  drugs,  no 
help  or  hope  was  offered. 

Dizziness,  caused  by  sudden 
drops  in  blood  pressure,  began  to 
affect  his  walking.  It  bothered  him 
that  people  might  see  him  stum¬ 
bling  home  from  the  office  and 
think  he  had  been  drinking,  for  he 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Jesus  said,  T  tell  you,  unless  you 
change  and  become  like  children, 
you  will  never  enter  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.’  ”  (NRSV) 


was  not  a  drinking  man. 

When  walking  became  difficult, 
he  resorted  successively  to  a  cane,  a 
walker  and  finally  a  wheelchair.  It 
was  difficult  for  him  to  accept  these 
changes  in  his  life.  It  was  also  diffi¬ 
cult  for  us,  his  family,  to  see  his 
frustration  at  becoming  so  depen¬ 
dent  on  others. 

Medicare  soon  informed  my  fam¬ 
ily  that  Dad  could  no  longer  remain 
in  the  hospital  as  he  was  not  receiv¬ 
ing  treatment,  only  maintenance. 

Mom  decided  to  keep  him  at 
home  rather  than  place  him  in  a 
nursing  home  because  she  felt  that 
he  would  be  more  comfortable  in 
familiar  surroundings  where  family 
and  friends  could  assist  with  his 
care.  She  hired  round-the-clock  help 
and  rented  a  hospital  bed  where  he 
spent  the  next  year  and  a  half  flat 
on  his  back. 

Friends  stopped  coming 

Unfortunately,  some  of  his 
friends  stopped  coming  by  after 
awhile.  It  was  difficult  to  visit  him 
because  he  could  no  longer  respond 
to  conversation,  and  it  was  hard  for 
them  to  see  him  in  this  condition. 

Our  final  visit  was  during  the 
Christmas  holidays  about  two 


months  before  he  died.  His  gaunt 
body  had  become  totally  helpless. 
His  eyes  followed  our  every  move, 
and  tears  rolled  down  his  cheeks  as 
he  watched  us. 

Sometimes  he  would  attempt  to 
say  our  names.  It  was  painful  to  see 
him  struggle  unsuccessfully. 

How  he  suffered,  but  we  never 
heard  him  complain. 

Several  weeks  before  he  died,  he 
held  his  first  great-grandchild. 
Though  he  could  not  support  the 
child’s  body  nestled  against  his  chest, 
tears  flowed  freely,  and  he  struggled 
to  smile.  This  moment,  captured  on 
film,  remains  a  real  treasure. 

One  morning  late  in  February,  after 
Scripture  and  prayer  with  his  pastor, 
he  closed  his  eyes  for  the  last  time. 

I’m  sure  that  Dad  didn’t  realize 
in  those  final  months  what  an  im¬ 
pact  he  was  making  on  our  family, 
but  it  was  quite  profound.  In  him 
we  saw  dignity,  courage,  and  an  un¬ 
ending  faith  that  could  not  be  chal¬ 
lenged  by  any  degree  of  suffering. 
Though  the  memories  of  his  illness 
and  death  remain  painful,  they 
have  also  been  an  inspiration,  prob¬ 
ably  the  greatest  gift  that  he  gave  us, 
and  we’ll  always  remember  Dad 
with  great  pride  and  love. 
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(Last  week's  answer  Matthew  17:30) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  19 

Sunday:  Psalms  9:9-14 
Monday:  Psalms  9: 1 5-20 
Tuesday:  1  Samuel  17:4-1 1 
Wednesday:  1  Samuel  17:19-23 
Thursday:  1  Samuel  17:32-49 
Friday:  2  Corinthians  6:6-1 3 
Saturday:  Mark  4:35-41 
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This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 


Faith  in  the  world 


JUNE  17,  1994 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith 


watch 


RACISM  DENOUNCED  AS  SIN': 

More  than  50  church  leaders  from  20  European 
countries  have  called  on  Christians  and  people 
of  other  faiths  to  eradicate  racism  from  “our¬ 
selves,  our  chuches,  and  our  continent”  in  the 
spheres  of  housing,  health,  employment,  immi¬ 
gration  and  refugee  policy.  In  England,  to  co¬ 
incide  with  the  launch  of  the  statement, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  George  Carey,  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Archbishop  Basil  Hume,  and  the 
Rev.  Brian  Beck,  president  of  the  British 
Methodist  Conference,  launched  a  curriculum 
on  racial  violence.  They  also  visited  Asian 
community  leaders  in  East  End  of  London. 


RELEASE  SOUGHT:  An  interfaith  orga¬ 
nization  is  continuing  to  fight  for  the  freedom 
of  224  Chinese  still  in  prison  a  year  after  the 
ship  smuggling  them  into  the  United  States 
was  grounded  in  Queens,  N.Y.  Many  passen¬ 
gers  from  the  ship,  the  Golden  Venture,  are  at 
York  County  Prison  in  Pennsylvania  where  the 
Rev.  Joan  Maruskin,  pastor  of  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  others  have  organized 
an  advocacy  group,  “The  People  of  the  Golden 
Vision.”  The  advocacy  organization  has  con¬ 
ducted  prayer  vigils,  contacted  various  detain¬ 
ees  and  participated  in  the  legal  battle  to  free 
them. 


LINK  TO  CUBA:  A  group  of  United 
Methodist  institutions  in  the  Northeast  is  form¬ 
ing  a  partner  relationship  with  a  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  home  for  the  elderly  in  Cuba.  The 

decision  links  Hogar  Cristiano  Metodista  in 
Havana  with  the  United  Methodist  Homes  of 
the  Wyoming  Annual  Conference,  which  over¬ 
sees  six  facilities  for  the  aging.  The  confer¬ 
ence — which  covers  parts  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania — will  arrange  training  for  the 
Havana  staff,  will  start  a  pen-pal  program  be¬ 
tween  residents  and  will  send  a  team  to  visit 
the  home  in  the  fall.  The  link  also  will  help  the 
Cuban  facility  gain  equipment  and  supplies 
that  are  unavailable  in  Cuba. 
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Ringing  for  'Re-Imagining' 

ST.  CLOUD,  Minn.— Betsy  Nagel  (left)  and 
Fayetta  Clark  discuss  issues  related  to  the 
controversial  "Re-Imagining"  Conference 
held  in  Minneapolis  last  November.  Ms. 
Clark  wears  a  ribbon  with  a  bell  worn  by 
"Re-Imagining"  supporters.  Their  talk 
came  during  an  optional  seminar  on  the 
women's  theological  event  attended  by 
nearly  200  members  of  the  Minnesota  An¬ 
nual  Conference.  As  a  result  of  the  dia¬ 
logue,  the  annual  conference  approved  a 
resolution  affirming  the  need  for  full  par¬ 
ticipation  of  women  in  the  church. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Doctor  says  Israelis  blocking  gifts  for  Christian  clinic 


POULTNEY, 
VERMONT- 
TWO  members 
of  Troy  Annual 
Conference 
respond  with  a 
hug  to  the 
anointing 
ceremony  that 
concluded 
a  "service  of 
healing."  The 
event  was  an 
alternative 
approach  to 
past  fractious 
debates  over 
Troy's 

identification 
as  a 

"reconciling" 
conference 
that  welcomes 
homosexual 
people. 
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Troy's  model  tries 
to  transcend  debate 


By  M.  CARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

For  the  last  four  years,  debate 
among  Troy,  N.Y.,-area  United 
Methodists  over  the  issue  of  ho¬ 
mosexuality  and  the  church  has 
been  marked  by  painful,  faction¬ 
al  arguments  and  “got-you-last” 
resolutions  passed  during  sum¬ 
mer  sessions. 

At  their  1 994  legislative  assem¬ 
bly  June  2-5,  Troy’s  clergy  and 
lay  delegates,  representing  250 
local  congregations  in  the  Alba¬ 
ny,  N.Y.,  area,  tried  a  different 
approach  to  the  controversial 
topic  (see  related  story  above). 

For  Troy,  a  self-designated 
“reconciling”  conference — one 
that  declares  itself  open  to  and 
welcoming  of  homosexual  peo¬ 
ple — the  1993  session  reached  a 
stand-off  on  the  issue  of  same- 
sex  “unions”  or  marriage.  The 
action  ended  up  on  the  docket  of 
the  denomination’s  “supreme 
court,”  the  Judicial  Council. 

(The  council  essentially  ruled 
against  such  “holy  unions,”  saying 
that  only  the  churchwide  quadren¬ 


nial  General  Conference  can 
adopt  official  liturgy,  and  that 
clergy  must  follow  the  official  doc¬ 
trine  and  ritual  of  the  church). 

This  year,  prayer  was  a  center- 
piece.  Presiding  bishop  William  B. 
Grove  appointed  specific  confer¬ 
ence  delegates  to  pray  for  the  con¬ 
ference  during  legislative  sessions. 

Bishop  Grove,  episcopal  leader 
of  the  area  since  1992,  said  this 
year’s  conference  sessions  coinci¬ 
dentally  mark  the  250th  anniversa¬ 
ry  of  the  first  conference  called  in 
England  by  Methodism’  founder 
John  Wesley. 

Early  conferences  were  not  legis¬ 
lative,  but  rather  were  brainstorm¬ 
ing  sessions  on  how  the  church 
could  better  facilitate  faith  devel¬ 
opment  and  Christian  charity. 

Bishop  Grove  said  the  model 
of  discussion  used  in  Troy’s  1994 
session' on  homosexuality  was  a 
reminder  of  Wesley’s  early  con¬ 
ferences.  He  plans  to  use  a  simi¬ 
lar  model  in  1995  for  discussion 
on  finances  and  how  the  church 
can  better  support  its  local,  re¬ 
gional  and  worldwide  mission. 


Troy  conference  asks:  'What 
does  'reconciling'  mean?' 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Contributing  Editor 

POULTNEY,  VERMONT— 
As  Marilyn  Farmer  tells  the  sto¬ 
ry,  the  occasion  was  a  special 
worship  service  at  this  year’s  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  United  Methodist 
Troy  Annual  Conference. 

Having  just  spent  a  full  morn¬ 
ing  discussing  one  of  the  church’s 
most  divisive  topics,  homosex¬ 
uality,  conference  members  had 
paused  for  a  reconciling  service 
of  “surrender  and  healing.” 

Worshipers  silently  came  for¬ 
ward  in  the  Green  Mountain 
College  gym,  the  conference 
meeting  site,  to  receive  a  blessing 
of  oil  placed  on  their  foreheads, 
said  Ms.  Farmer,  a  lay  member 
of  the  body. 

On  the  way  to  the  cross 

As  luck  would  have  it  (or,  she 
said,  the  “mysterious  ways  of 
God,’  ),  she  and  a  long-time  op¬ 
ponent  on  homosexual  issues 
met  in  the  aisle  “on  the  way  to 
the  cross.” 

Then,  in  a  voice  trembling 
with  memory  of  the  moment’s 


joy,  Ms.  Farmer  said  that  the  two 
perennial  adversaries  spontane¬ 
ously  reached  out  to  each  other, 
joined  hands  and  spoke  words 
that  nearly  always  heal:  “I  love 
you.” 

Ms.  Farmer’s  story  typified  the 
impact  made  on  Troy  conference 
members  by  the  body’s  unusual 
“time  out”  this  year  from  legisla¬ 
tive  matters  to  discuss  homosex¬ 
uality. 

As  a  result  of  a  resolution 
made  at  the  conference’s  1993 
annual  meeting  recommending 
such  a  departure,  the  body  this 
year  devoted  half  a  day  to  hear¬ 
ing  two  experts  present  contrast¬ 
ing  perspectives  on  the 
controversial  issue. 

“It  was  a  very  unifying  event 
for  the  conference,”  said  presid¬ 
ing  Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove. 
“People  really  listened  to  the 
‘other  side’s  point  of  view.’  ” 

The  four-hour  event  focused 
on  contrasting  presentations  by 
Dr.  Catherine  Kroeger  and  the 
Rev.  Victor  Furnish. 

Dr.  Kroeger  teaches  classical 
and  biblical  studies  at  Gordon- 


Conwell  Theological  Seminary  in 
Hamilton,  Mass.  Dr.  Furnish  is  A 
professor  of  New  Testament  at 
United  Methodist-related  Per^ 
kins  School  of  Theology  in  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas.  He  was  also  on  the 
four-year  task  force  authorized 
by  the  church’s  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  1988  to  study  homosex¬ 
uality. 

Articles  appear 

Articles  by  both  Dr.  Furnish 
and  Dr.  Kroeger  on  homosexual- 
related  topics  appear  in  a  recent¬ 
ly  published  book  by  Abingdon 
Press,  Caught  in  the  Crossfire. 

Following  their  individual  pre¬ 
sentations,  each  expert  briefly  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  other’s  remarks, 
noting  areas  of  difference. 

The  remainder  of  the  “learning 
experience”  included  written 
questions  from  conference  mem¬ 
bers  directed  to  either  Dr.  Fur¬ 
nish  or  Dr.  Kroeger. 

“Some  people  probably  would 
have  liked  debate  from  the 
floor,”  noted  the  conference’s 
communications  official,  the 
Rev.  James  Perry.  But,  he  said, 
the  format  was  intended  to  be  a 
teaching  event,  not  a  forum  for 
debate  and  legislation. 

Further  indication  of  the  mo¬ 
derating  impact  of  the  event,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Bishop  Grove,  was  a 
subsequent  decision  by  confer¬ 
ence  members  to  table  action  on 
resolutions  related  to  homosex¬ 
uality,  thus  muting  potentially 
divisive  debate  and  polarization 
of  the  body. 

Bishop  Grove  introduced  the 
special  session  on  homosexuality 
by  noting  that  such  action  by  a 
United  Methodist  conference 
connects  its  members  with  its 
Wesleyan  tradition. 

He  said  that  the  three  ques¬ 
tions  that  formed  the  agenda  for 
John  Wesley’s  first  conference  in 
1744  were: 

•/  “What  shall  we  teach?” 

S  “How  shall  we  teach? 

S  “What  shall  we  do?” 

“We  were  faithful  to  that  mod¬ 
el,”  Bishop  Grove  said. 

And  people  like  Marilyn  Farm¬ 
er  and  her  reconciled  brother  in 
Christ  clearly  were  grateful  for 
the  results. 
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POULTNEY,  VERMONT — Troy  annual  conference  members 
light  candles  representing  "prayer  advocates."  The  "advo¬ 
cates"  were  individuals  or  congregations  that  pledged  to  be  in 
prayer  for  the  conference  whenever  the  candles  were  lit. 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  director  of  a  Christian 
outpatient  clinic  in  Beit  Sahour, 
a  town  just  east  of  Bethlehem, 
has  charged  the  Israeli  govern¬ 
ment  with  intentionally  blocking 
delivery  of  equipment  from  Eu¬ 
rope. 

Maged  Nassar,  a  Palestinian 
Christian  physician,  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service  during  a 


June  9  telephone  interview  that 
the  motive  seems  to  be  “to  im¬ 
pede  our  work.”  He  and  a  col¬ 
league  were  in  the  United  States 
as  invited  speakers  to  several 
United  Methodist  groups. 

Established  five  years  ago  to 
revive  a  crumbling  health-care 
system,  the  Beit  Sahour  clinic  is 
licensed  by  the  Greek  Catholic 
Church  and  has  served  1 1 0,000 
patients  since.  Its  staff  of  33  in¬ 
cludes  17  specialized  physicians 


and  the  facility  offers  emergency 
care,  a  diagnostic  center,  phar¬ 
macy  and  laboratory. 

About  20  percent  of  its  cases 
receive  discounted  or  free  care, 
according  to  the  director. 

In  November  1992,  the  clinic 
reached  an  agreement  with  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  community  for  donated 
equipment  “that  would  enable  us 
to  work  more  efficiently  and  more 
professionally,”  Dr.  Nassar  said. 

But  the  Israeli  government  has 


refused  to  sign  paperwork  honor¬ 
ing  a  general  agreement  between 
the  European  community  and 
the  Israeli  government  to  exempt 
donated  items  from  taxation. 
The  government  is  “blocking  the 
entrance  of  the  instruments  (into 
Israel),”  Dr.  Nassar  said. 

Tax  on  the  equipment — an  X- 
ray  machine,  operating  theater, 
heart-monitoring  system  and 
echocardiography  instrument — 
would  be  the  equivalent  of  about 


$55,000,  which  the  clinic  cannot 
afford.  Besides,  Dr.  Nassar  ar¬ 
gued,  “It’s  not  right.” 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  met  with  Dr.  Nassar  at 
the  World  Methodist  headquar¬ 
ters  in  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.  Dr. 
Hale  said  he  will  alert  his  mem¬ 
bers  to  the  clinic’s  plight. 

About  80  percent  of  the  1 2,000 
people  in  Beit  Sahour  are  Chris¬ 
tian. 
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A  tribute  to  surmounting  obstacles 

BOSTON — Boston  University  Trustee  Suzanne  Cutler  (left)  and  University  President  John  Silber 
confer  an  honorary  doctorate  of  humane  letters  upon  Dorothy  L.  Brown,  M.D.  at  the  university's 
recent  121st  commencement.  Raised  in  an  orphanage  until  age  13,  Dr.  Brown  overcame  enormous 
obstacles  to  become  the  first  black  woman  surgeon  in  the  South,  the  first  black  woman  surgeon 
elected  to  the  American  College  of  Surgeons,  the  first  single  woman  in  Tennessee  to  adopt  a  child 
and  the  first  black  woman  to  serve  in  the  Tennessee  legislature.  Dr.  Brown  is  clinical  professor  of 
surgery  at  United  Methodist-related  Meharry  Medical  College  in  Nashville. 


Bishop:  'Passionate  wisdom' 
needed  to  change  world's  ills 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

The  paradox  of  tragedy  and  hope 
in  Africa  prompted  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishop  recently  to  call  for 
“people  of  passionate  wisdom”  to 
make  a  difference  in  the  world. 

Bishop  David  J.  Lawson  (Illinois 
Area)  appealed  for  Christians  of 
“passionate  wisdom”  to  counteract 
the  utilitarian  and  technological  ra¬ 
tionales  of  the  “information  age.” 

The  bishop  quoted  poet  T.  S.  El¬ 
iot:  “Where  is  the  wisdom  that  we 
have  lost  in  knowledge,  where  is  the 
knowledge  that  we  have  lost  in  in¬ 
formation?” 

Bishop  Lawson  was  the  com¬ 
mencement  speaker  at  two  United 
Methodist-related  schools — 
McKendree  College  in  Lebanon, 
Ill.,  and  MacMurray  College  in 
Jacksonville,  Ill.  He  was  presented 
with  an  honorary  doctorate  for  his 
contributions  to  the  church. 

He  told  the  two  gatherings  how 
his  recent  church-related  travels  to 
Burundi,  Rwanda,  Angola,  South 
Africa  and  Zimbabwe  left  him  with 
a  “deep  discontent  [and]  no  small 
impatience.” 

Bishop  Lawson  was  one  of  three 
people  designated  by  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  to  ac¬ 
company  Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndori- 


cimpa  on  his  return  to  his  native, 
troubled  Burundi  in  February. 
Nearly  a  quarter-million  people 
have  been  massacred  in  Burundi 
over  the  past  eight  months  in  a 
power  struggle  with  ethnic  tribal 
overtones. 

One  night  while  in  Bujumbura, 
Burundi’s  capital,  Bishop  Lawson 
dined  at  a  small  restaurant  with 
Bishop  Ndoricimpa  and  Bishop 
Walter  Klaiber  (Germany  Area). 

Within  an  hour  after  the  three 
bishops  left  the  restaurant,  soldiers 
came  and  killed  all  those  who  had 
served  them  their  meal,  Bishop 
Lawson  said.  He  explained  that  the 
killings  were  meant  as  a  warning 
not  to  interfere  in  the  country. 

A  different  perspective  on  war 
and  poverty  struck  Bishop  Lawson 
when  he  visited  Angola  in  April  on 
his  way  to  the  dedication  of  “a  sig¬ 
nal  of  hope,”  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Africa  University  in  Old 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe. 

“. . .  I  stood  by  a  city  dump  [in 
Angola]  and  watched  2-  and  3-year- 
old  orphaned  children  pick  for 
scraps  of  food,  competing  with  a  pig 
and  several  chickens.  Scratch  and 
pick.  Scratch  and  pick.  Chickens 
and  kids.  Chickens  and  kids.  1 
watched  until  my  soul  cried  out!” 
the  bishop  said. 


“What  is  now  cannot  be  the  fu¬ 
ture!” 

Such  experiences  have  convinced 
him  of  the  need  for  “people  of  pas¬ 
sionate  wisdom,”  Bishop  Lawson 
said.  Such  people: 

■  Become  “participant  observ¬ 
ers”  in  life,  learning  from  varied 
sources,  not  a  single  position  or 
“convenient  bias”; 

■  Discern  from  history  the  forces 
that  shape  change; 

■  Understand  that  “every  signifi¬ 
cant  question  involves  values,  a 
sensitivity  to  the  mystery  of  life  and 
a  passionate  concern  for  the  human 
condition.” 

“The  person  of  passionate  wis¬ 
dom  is  a  carrier  of  all  that  is  to  be 
valued,  one  who  continues  to  offer 
gifts  of  liberation  and  encourage¬ 
ment,  even  when  all  that  surrounds 
them  is  difficulty.  In  this  violent, 
competitive  and  macho  world, 
there  is  a  scarcity  of  gentle  people, 
the  compassionate  ones  and  the 
peace  makers. 

“Every  corporation,  every  local 
business,  every  organization  is  an 
arena  of  value  conflict.  Life  has  a 
right  to  expect  of  us  that  we  will 
soon  gain  clarity  about  the  primary 
values  and  faithfully  carry  them 
into  the  human  enterprise.” 
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Faith 

= connections 

TEEN  KILLED:  David  Patrick  Huie,  13,  son 
of  a  United  Methodist  clergy  couple,  was  killed 
June  5  in  a  go-cart  accident  in  San  Angelo,  Tex¬ 
as.  His  parents  are  the  Rev.  Robert  Huie,  noted 
for  his  ministry  to  people  with  AIDS,  and  the 
Rev.  Janice  Riggle  Huie,  a  district  superinten¬ 
dent  in  the  Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference 
and  co-chair  for  the  denominationwide  consulta¬ 
tion  of  clergywomen  in  1995.  David  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Austin,  Texas,  and  a  member  of  First 
UMC  in  San  Angelo.  Services  were  held  June  7 
at  University  UMC  in  Austin  with  the  Rev.  J. 
Charles  Merrill  and  Bishop  Raymond  H.  Owen 
(San  Antonio  Area)  presiding. 

DIACONAL  HEAD:  jimmy  l.  Carr,  of 
Jackson,  Miss.,  has  been  elected  head  of  the 
churchwide  Division  of  Diaconal  Ministry  with 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry.  Mr.  Carr  assumes  his 
new  position  Aug.  15.  He  succeeds  Rosalie 
Benzinger,  who  is  retiring.  Since  1989,  Mr. 
Carr  has  been  diaconal  minister  of  program 
and  administration  for  Galloway  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Jackson,  where 
he  managed  a  17-member  staff  and  $1.2  mil¬ 
lion  budget. 

MERGER  APPROVED:  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  New  England  Annual  Conference  ap¬ 
proved  a  plan  of  merger  June  2  at  its  first 
official  session.  The  regional  body  was  created 
by  union  of  three  annual  conferences:  Maine, 
New  Hampshire  and  Southern  New  England. 
The  merger  had  been  called  into  question  ear¬ 
lier  this  year  by  a  Judicial  Council  ruling  that 
the  conference  wouldn’t  be  “effective”  until 
each  regional  unit  voted  affirmatively  on  the 
merger  plan. 

ADDRESS  UPDATED:  Leaders  in  the 

creation  of  the  “Denver  Declaration” — a  call 
for  churchwide  unity  that  has  been  issued  by 
representatives  of  several  United  Methodist 
special-interest  groups — hare  announced  a  new 
address.  Effective  July  1,  those  interested  in 
receiving  a  copy  of  the  “Denver  Declaration” 
should  send  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  to  the  Rev.  James  O’Quinn,  12515  Ches¬ 
ter  Drive,  Disputanta,  VA  23842.  A  previous 
address  listed  an  incorrect  city;  the  Reporter 
apologizes  for  the  error. 


GRANTS  GIVEN:  Local  church  histori¬ 
ans,  victims  of  sexual  abuse,  Native  American 
United  Methodists,  and  ethnic  minorities  in 
rural  areas  are  expected  to  benefit  from  proj¬ 
ects  granted  funding  recently  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  the  denomination’s 
chief  program  coordinating  agency.  Action  was 
delayed  on  a  request  for  $305,000  to  develop 
resources  for  “Quest  for  Quality”  training  in 
annual  conferences.  That  request  came  from 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Faith  at  work 


Church  doesn't 
welcome  disabled 
people,  says  prof 


PHOTO  BY  BRUCE  FEELEY 

DURHAM,  N.C. — A  worship  service  at  Duke  Divinity  School  incorporated  the  workshop  themes 
of  a  recent  conference  on  the  church's  relationship  with  the  disabled.  Bret  Webb-Mitchell,  a 
professor  of  Christian  nurture  at  the  divinity  school  and  organizer  of  the  event,  said  that  the 
church  has  almost  completely  failed  in  its  ministry  to  the  disabled — constructing  ramp  accesses 
and  hiring  sign  language  interpreters  isn't  enough  (see  accompanying  story). 


By  MARC  BROKAN 

DURHAM,  N.C.— There  are 
45  million  to  50  million  people 
with  handicapping  conditions  in 
this  country,  and  the  church  has 
failed — almost  completely — to 
reach  out  to  them,  says  a  Duke 
University  professor  who  recent¬ 
ly  convened  a  conference  on  the 
subject. 

The  four-day  conference,  enti¬ 
tled  “Welcoming  Unexpected 
Guests  to  the  Banquet:  The  Pres¬ 
ence  of  Disabled  People  in  the 
Church,”  was  held  at  United 
Methodist-related  Duke  Univer¬ 
sity  Divinity  School. 

The  conference  drew  some  50 
participants,  including  laypeople 
with  disabilities  or  those  with  rel¬ 
atives  who  have  handicapping 
conditions,  divinity  students,  so¬ 
cial  workers,  pastors  and  state  so¬ 
cial  services  officials. 

No  similar  gathering 

The  event  was  organized  by 
Bret  Webb-Mitchell,  visiting  as¬ 
sistant  professor  of  Christian 
nurture  at  Duke  Divinity  School. 

“Having  gone  to  three  or  four 
different  seminaries  and  having 
worked  with  people  with  disabil¬ 
ities,  I  knew  that  no  mainline  de¬ 
nominational  seminary  has  ever 
had  a  conference  on  the  church 
and  people  with  disabilities,”  he 
said. 

Alluding  to  a  parable  in  Luke 


14,  Mr.  Webb-Mitchell  said  he 
sees  the  church  as  a  banquet  feast 
on  earth,  one  to  which  not  all 
guests  have  received  warm  invi¬ 
tations. 

“I  don’t  know  if  we  know  how 
to  go  deeper  into  the  situation  (of 
ministry  to  people  with  handi¬ 
capping  conditions),  because  it 
borders  on  dealing  with  how  we 
understand  humanity,”  said  Mr. 
Webb-Mitchell. 

“So  we  feel  real  good  if  we 
have  some  handicapped-access 
ramps  put  on,  if  we  have  a  sign¬ 
ing  interpreter  up,  if  we  have 
large  Braille  Bibles  or  hymn 
books,  but  we  look  and  see  that 
people  with  disabilities  are  still 
being  taken  out  of  worship  and 
are  being  prevented  from 
worshipping  because  they  make 
too  much  noise,  because  they 
smell,  because  they  look  odd. 
Those  kinds  of  issues  we  haven’t 
delved  into. 

“We  try  to  do  something  that 
makes  us  feel  good  without  un¬ 
derstanding  that  there  are  going 
to  be  some  things  that  we  have  to 
deal  with  that  won’t  make  us  feel 
good,”  he  said. 

Conference  sessions  addressed 
issues  ranging  from  public  policy 
to  the  use  of  art  as  a  means  of 
welcoming  people  with  disabil¬ 
ities  into  worship. 

Talks  by  Pat  Porter,  director  of 
North  Carolina  Developmental 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Method! tt  Newt  Service 

More  women  are  entering  the 
ordained  ministry  than  ever  be¬ 
fore,  but  they  leave  local  pulpits 
at  a  faster  rate  than  their  male 
counterparts.  |r  „„ 

Staff  members  of  the  Anna 
Howard  Shaw  Center  at  United 
Methodist-related  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  School  of  Theology  are 
seeking  to  pinpoint  reasons  why 
the  denomination’s  ordained 
women  are  disappearing  from  lo¬ 
cal-church  pastorate  more  quick¬ 
ly  than  their  male  counterparts. 

According  to  Margaret  Wi- 


Disabilities  Services,  and  the 
Rev.  Stanley  Hauerwas,  profes¬ 
sor  of  theological  ethics  at  Duke, 
were  followed  by  panel  discus¬ 
sions  involving  social  workers 
and  divinity  school  students. 

Special  singers 

The  concluding  worship  ser¬ 
vice  was  led  by  the  Celebration 
Singers,  a  choir  made  up  of  men¬ 
tally  retarded  people. 

The  Scripture  reading  was  act- 


borg,  center  director,  the  study 
consists  of: 

■  A  survey  to  be  mailed  to 
3,000  ordained  women;  and 

■  In-depth  interviews  with 
clergywomen  in  local  churches 
and  seminaries  and  in  other 
church-related  jobs,  as  well  as 
women  who  have  left  the  church 
permanently. 

Primary  researcher  is  the  Rev. 
Beth  Collier,  a  South  Carolina 
clergywoman  pursuing  a  doctor¬ 
ate  at  Boston. 

The  denomination’s  Division 
of  Ordained  Ministry  gave  the 
center  $10,000  for  the  first  year's 


ed  out  by  members  of  the  Enrich- 
ment  Center,  a  non-religious 
institution  in  Winston-Salem, 
N.C.,  dedicated  to  using  the  arts 
to  enrich  the  lives  of  those  with 
mental  retardation. 

In  what  many  considered  the 
most  moving  part  of  the  confer¬ 
ence,  Mr.  Webb-Mitchell  blessed 
the  bread  and  the  wine,  and  gave 
them  to  the  servers,  who  then 
wheeled  out  among  the  congre¬ 
gants. 


research,  and  will  also  give  a 
grant  for  the  final  year’s  work, 
said  the  Rev.  M.  Lynn  Scott,  di¬ 
vision  staffer  and  specialist  in 
clergywomen’s  concerns. 

Ms.  Wiborg’s  preliminary 
studies  of  United  Methodist  cler¬ 
gy  in  New  York  and  South  Caro¬ 
lina  found  that,  in  fact,  more 
women  than  men  leave  local  pul¬ 
pits  each  year. 

Reasons  cited  by  the  women 
vary,  Ms.  Wiborg  said,  but  con¬ 
cern  is  growing  about  a  “gender 
gap”  among  United  Methodists 
clerics.  A  number  of  women 
leave  churches  to  work  on  de- 


All  the  servers  of  the  commu¬ 
nion  were  people  with  disabil¬ 
ities. 

“Watching  the  people  in 
wheelchairs  being  the  servers  of 
the  bread  was  a  powerful  act,” 
Mr.  Webb-Mitchell  recalled. 
“They’re  not  therefore  at  the  re¬ 
ceiving  end;  they’re  at  the  giviing 
end." 

Mr.  Webb-Mitchell  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of  the  book  Unexpected 
Guests  at  the  Banquet. 


grees  or  for  church  careers  be¬ 
yond  congregational  ministry. 

Those  wishing  to  participate  in 
the  study  or  to  give  a  current  ad¬ 
dress  for  a  former  clergywoman 
may  contact  Ms.  Wiborg  and  Dr. 
Collier,  Anna  Howard  Shaw 
Center,  Boston  University 
School  Theology,  745  Common¬ 
wealth  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02215; 
telephone,  (617)353-3059. 

The  Shaw  Center  is  named  for 
a  Methodist  clergywoman  and  re¬ 
nowned  women’s  right  activist, 
who  graduated  from  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  in  1878. 


Study  asks  why  more  women  leave  pastorates 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in- 

lertion,  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  $10.80  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  adver¬ 
tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of 

Henderson,  KY  seeks  to  fill  positions  of  Organist 
and  Christian  Education  Director.  Combined  _po- 
sitions  possible.  Available  August  1.  1200  + 
members.  Send  confidential  resume  and  salary 
requirements  to:  PPRC,  Box  492,  Henderson, 

MINISTER.  YOUTH  AND  EDUCATION:  com¬ 

prehensive  ministry  for  youth  and  education. 
Full-time,  $20,000,  medical  and  dental,  continu¬ 
ing  education.  Resume  to:  St.  Paul's  UMC,  800 
SE  41st  Ave.,  Ocala,  FL  34471. 

KY  42420,  or  phone  (502)  827-9831 . 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  TO  WORK  WITH  junior 
high  through  college  ages  in  2000-member  Catali¬ 
na  United  Methodist  Church,  Tucson,  AZ. 
$25,000  plus  benefits.  Call  (602)  327-4297. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES: 

Full-time  position  in  a  growing  1 700  +  member 
congregation;  well  located  in  quaint,  historical 
Franklin,  Tennessee.  Candidate  needs  proven  ex¬ 
perience  in  establishing  and  developing  new, 
non-traditional  programs;  strong  interpersonal, 
communication  and  organization  skills  required. 
Candidate  must  be  able  to  work  effectively  with¬ 
in  a  team  ministry  format  and  with  a  diverse,  so- 
pbisticated  membership.  Responsible  for 
establishing  community  building  efforts  within 
the  church,  including  the  Christian  education 
program  with  children  and  adults.  Qualifications 
needed:  minimum  of  bachelor's  degree  in  educa¬ 
tion  or  Christian  education,  master's  degree  pre¬ 
ferred.  Minimum  five  (5)  years  experience  in 
Christian  education  position,  seven  (7)  preferred. 
Salary  is  negotiable  based  on  experience  and 
training.  Contact:  Rev.  Bob  Lewis,  142  5th  Ave., 
South,  Franklin,  TN  37064. 

OPPORTUNITY  IN  APPALACHIA  FOR  Chris¬ 
tian  outreach  to  teenagers.  Red  Bird  Mission 
School  has  a  dormitory  parent  opening  for  com¬ 
mitted  and  caring  individual  or  couple.  Experi¬ 
ence  preferred.  Personnel  Director,  Red  Bird 
Mission,  Beverly,  KY  40913.  (606)  598-3155. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  OR  DIRECTOR  of 
Music/Organist,  full-time.  Cokesbury  UMC,  Pen¬ 
sacola,  Florida.  1200-member  church  with  five 
singing  choirs  and  one  handbell  choir.  Competi¬ 
tive  salary  with  full  benefits.  Send  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  Cokesbuiy  UMC,  5725  N. 
Ninth  Ave.,  Pensacola,  FL  32504,  or  call:  Rev. 
Neil  McDavid  at  (904)  476-58 1 8. 

SEEKING  DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  Minis¬ 
tries  to  be  responsible  for  the  day  to  day  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  program  and  age-level  ministries  of  a 
diverse  1700  plus  member  congregation  in  a  uni¬ 
versity  community.  The  applicant  must  have 
strong  organizational  and  communication  skills, 
experience  in  a  team  ministry  concept  and  genu¬ 
inely  enjoy  people.  Bachelor's  degree  and  experi¬ 
ence  preferred.  Salary  negotiable  based  on 
experience  and  training.  Contact:  Rev.  Jerry 
Neel,  201  E.  Hospital  Street,  Nacogdoches,  TX 
75961. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  Communications, 
Nebraska  Conference  UMC.  Experienced  United 
Methodist  communicator  to  edit  a  newspaper, 
produce  a  weekly  radio  program,  edit  coordinat¬ 
ed  mail,  edit  and  produce  video  tapes  and  assist 
with  PR.  Ability  to  design  printed  materials  an 
asset.  Skills  relating  to  individuals  and  working 
with  groups  important.  Minimum:  bachelor's  de¬ 
gree  m  communications,  journalism  or  related 
field.  Salary  range  $40,000  to  $45,000  plus 
health,  pension  benefits,  and  car.  Closing  aate: 
June  25.  Position  begins  August  1 5.  Send  Tetters, 
resume,  references  and  samples  of  work  to:  Rich¬ 
ard  Turner,  P.O.  Box  4553,  Lincoln  NE  68504. 
(402)  464-5994.  Fax:  (402)  464-6203. 

PART-TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE  immedi¬ 
ately —  assistant  to  minister  to  children  and  fam¬ 
ilies  in  large,  growing  congregation.  Fax  resume 
to:  (214)  380-9533  or  call  (214)  380-8001. 

54  PADDED  OAK  PEWS  AND  3  PODIUM 
Chain  for  sale,  Jonesboro,  AR  FUMC.  Charles 
Abel  (501)  935-6693  or  church  office  (501)  932- 
7479. 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Education.  If  interested  contact:  Dr.  Alfred  Pat¬ 
ten.  307  Cedar  Ave.,  St.  Charles.  IL  60174.  (708) 
584-6680. 

FOR  SALE  ALLEN  PIPE  OROAN.  Price  is  ne¬ 
gotiable  Call  (409)  637-3655,  10  A.M.-  5  P.M., 
Monday  -  Friday. 

LAKE  J  UN  ALU  SKA  CONDO  FOR  SALE.  3 
bedroom.  2  bath,  heating  and  airconditioning, 
bottom  floor.  5  minute  walk  from  auditorium. 
Call  (803)  732-7038  for  information. 

FULL-TIME  OROANIST/MUSIC  Associate. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Dothan.  Ala¬ 
bama.  Large  Moller  3  manual  pipe  organ.  2000  + 
member  congregation.  Dynamic  music  program, 
consisting  or  :hiidrens  choirs,  handchimes,  hand¬ 
bells,  youth  choirs,  2  adult  choirs,  and  orchestra. 
Requires  organ/choral  background.  Advanced  de¬ 
gree  preferred.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate 
with  experience.  Resume,  references  to:  Don 
Hicks,  Music  Search  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1380  West  Main  Street,  Do¬ 
than,  AL  36201.  Telephone:  (205)  793-3555. 

'  DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (2 1 0)  696-702 1  for  information. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week.  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville, 

NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-95(57. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  POSITION: 

A  growing  evangelical  United  Methodist  Church 

of  550  members  seeking  person  with  youth  minis¬ 
try  experience  and  training.  Compensation  nego¬ 
tiable.  Resume  and  references  to:  Janet  Imig, 
Wheatland  Salem  United  Methodist  Church,  1 1 

S.  012  Hwy  59,  Naperville,  IL  60564. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  Specialist.  Bus¬ 
es,  vans,!  Also  church  van  rentals.  Distributor  for 
Goshen  buses.  15  passenger  vans  with  center 
aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Trans¬ 
portation.  (800)  330-3622  !!!!!!!f!l!!!!lf!!!!!!!f!I!!!!!!!I! 

COORDINATOR  OF  YOUTH/CHILDREN 

Ministries.  Full-time  ministry  with  children/ 
youth.  Degree/experience.  Job  description  avail¬ 
able.  FUMC,  P.O.  Box  294,  Madison,  FL  32341. 

FOR  BEST  SEATS  AT  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
Play  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.,  reserve  now  at  Kel¬ 
ler's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)!  Just  $30  each  includes  lodging,  meals,  tax¬ 
es.  and  best  ($12.50)  tickets!  Call  (501)  253-8418. 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  FOR  HORIZON  Child 

Care  Center,  White  Rock  United  Methodist 
Church,  Los  Alamos,  NM.  Includes  pre-school, 
day  school,  and  after  school.  Degree  in  education 
and/or  experience  in  early  childhood  develop¬ 
ment  is  required.  Personnel  and  budget  skills  de¬ 
sirable.  Send  resume  to:  Mrs.  Christa  Manning, 
275  Kilby,  Los  Alamos,  NM  87544, 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape 
cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal. 
Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1- 
800-728-0573. 

Long  hours,  little  pay,  a  sense  of  calling? 
Life  at  The  Paper'  sounds  sorta  familiar 


By  RON  SALFEN 

It’s  frantic,  it’s  funny,  it’s  jagged, 
it’s  mournful,  it’s  scatological,  it’s 
real,  it’s  imagined.  It’s  The  Paper. 
an  ensemble  movie  about  people 
who  work  for  the  New  York  Sun. 
which  bears  a  remarkable  resem¬ 
blance  to  The  Daily  News. 

It’s  tabloid,  and  they  all  know  it, 
but  they  work  hard,  they’re  proud 
of  their  blue-collar  reputation,  they 
know  what  sells,  and  they  stand  by 
what  they  print. 

Of  course,  for  the  privilege  of  do¬ 
ing  that  which  they  must  because 
they  can  do  no  other,  they  work 
long  hours  and  get  very  little  pay, 
but  they  know  they  are  making  a 
genuine  contribution,  and  that  they 
wouldn’t  be  happy  doing  anything 
else. 

Sound  familiar? 

Michael  Keaton  is  the  peripatetic 
manager  who  juggles  headlines, 
deadlines,  and  datelines,  and  strug¬ 
gles  with  having  a  life. 

His  wife,  played  by  Marisa  To- 
mei,  is  sympathetic,  because  she 
was  in  “the  biz"  before  she  started 
looking  like  she  was  going  to  ex¬ 
plode,  but  as  soon  as  the  baby  is 
bom,  it’s  back  to  the  journalistic  de¬ 
tective  work  that’s  in  her  blood. 

Glenn  Close  is  the  hard-driving 
exec  who’s  bitten  off  more  than  she 
can  chew  and  chews  out  everybody 
in  sight  because  of  it,  but  in  the  end, 
she  does  the  right  thing. 

Robert  Duvall  is  the  tired  old 
boss  with  health  problems  and  a 
string  of  broken  relationships  which 
he  now  regrets.  But  he  shoots 
straight  and  he  doesn’t  bear  pre¬ 
tense  in  himself  or  others  and  he 
knows  how  to  get  the  best  from  the 
people  around  him,  because  they 
know  he  cares  about  them. 

Randy  Quaid  has  a  memorable 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  is  a  some¬ 
what  belated  introduction  to  the 
Rev.  Ron  Salpen, 
whom  the  Re¬ 
porter  presents 
as  the  latest  ad¬ 
dition  to  its 
corps  of  movie, 
video  and  televi¬ 
sion  reviewers. 

Mr.  Salpen  is 
pastor  of  Nesha- 
miny-Warwick 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Hartville, 
Penn.,  and  a  film  critic  for  Presby¬ 
terian  Outlook  magazine. 

bit  part,  as  does  Jason  Robards,  but 
altogether  the  cast  just  clicks  in 
nicely  with  all  the  throbbing  energy 
and  lean  bravura  of  this  film. 

Here,  the  print  vocation  is  like 
working  for  a  church:  It  demands 
competency,  dedication  and  com¬ 
munication  skills;  it  insists  that  you 
be  able  to  work  with  others;  it  has 
more  to  do  at  once  than  can  possi¬ 
bly  be  done;  and  the  only  reason  it 
gets  anything  done  at  all  is  because 
it  has  regular  deadlines  which  hap¬ 
pens  as  unerringly  as  one  day  fol¬ 
lowing  another. 

But  the  people  are  devoted.  Be¬ 
cause  they  work  so  closely  together 
they  cannot  help  but  become  inti¬ 
mate,  in  more  senses  of  that  word 
than  is  usually  good  for  any  of 
them. 

They  are  also,  individually  and 


PHOTO  IV  ANDY  SCHWAUTZ 

In  the  recent  Universal  release  "The  Paper,"  Michael  Keaton,  right, 
and  Randy  Quaid  play  newspapermen  hot  on  a  story  that  could 
make  a  difference  in  two  youths'  lives — if  the  reporters  can  meet 
their  deadline. 

separately  but  very  powerfully, 
united  by  a  single  principle  of  tell¬ 
ing  the  truth  and  proclaiming  it  to 
whoever  will  listen.  And  they  know 
that  when  they  do  succeed  in  speak¬ 
ing  the  truth,  then  they  are  free. 


And  whoever  has  ears  to  hear  will 
hear  it. 

NOTE:  This  movie  contains 
strong  language  which  some  viewers 
may  find  offensive. 


if]  rnmn  * 
iHfnr  i  * 
flOJZrc* 
miOHDZ* 
cum 

mxjzm  i  * 

"tJ  -<  ID  □  O  * 

§m<§5* 

HO  330* 
-  XOOO* 
OtOO* 

r  -p»  r  i  * 
D^r  o* 
com 

coo  »-* * 
h  m  Hen 


(0  i 


o 

■p* 


A 

fresh  look 
at  evangelism 


Bishop  William  Oden 


H  f  the  joys  of  my  position  is  reading  all  the  church  news  letters  that 
^  way.  I  know  of  no  better  window  into  the  life  and  work  of  congrega- 
O  n  newsletters.  The  following  is  a  pastor’s  column  concerning  a  Confer- 
H  kshop  on  evangelism.  It  is  not  only  a  good  summary  of  the  workshop 
a  faithful  expression  of  a  theology  of  evangelism.  Please  take  time  to 
read  and  reflect  on  this  column  from  the  Chronicles  of  Henning  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  Sulphur,  La.  The  writer  is  Fred  Wideman,  senior 
pastor. 


I  believe  it  was  Charlie  Brown  who  said,  “Just  when  1  thought  I 
knew  all  the  right  answers,  somebody  changed  the  questions.”  There  is 
no  other  place  where  that  is  more  the  case  than  in  the  church’s  call  to 
evangelism. 

This  was  the  message  I  received  at  a  recent  workshop  on  evangelism 
led  by  Roger  Swanson,  a  United  Methodist  pastor  now  working  with 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  Also  attending  the  workshop  were 
Kathy  King  and  Marla  Frenzel.  Just  the  word  “evangelism”  carries 
with  it  so  many  loaded  images,  some  which  are  not  so  good.  To  have  a 
good  image  of  evangelism,  one  has  to  understand  first  the  Biblical  de¬ 
mand  to  proclaim  the  good  news  and  make  disciples.  Then  one  has  to 
work  through  the  present  day  skepticism  left  by  the  many  Elmer  Gan- 
trys  whose  panhandling  and  hypocritical  ways  have  left  many  scars. 

Nevertheless,  the  call  to  evangelism  is  just  as  real  and  necessary  to¬ 
day  as  it  was  with  the  first  disciples  who  were  told  to  “go  into  the  world 
. . . This  brings  up  yet  another  issue  we  must  face  today:  the  world  is 
changing. 


Quoting  from  Loren  Mead’s  The  Once  and  Future  Church,  Roger 
Swanson  shared  that  the  church  of  today  is  facing  a  completely  new 
world  brought  on  by  the  death  of  Christendom.  Mead  suggests  there 
have  been  two  ages  of  the  church.  The  Apostolic  Age  was  where  disci¬ 
ples  were  sent  out  into  a  world  that  was  hostile  to  Christianity.  The 
Apostolic  Age  died  in  321  AD  when  Constantine  became  emperor  and 
made  Christianity  a  state  religion.  For  over  16  centuries,  the  church 
experienced  for  the  most  part  a  state-supported  Christendom,  the  sec¬ 
ond  age  of  the  church. 

Many  of  the  values  of  the  church  were  reinforced,  if  not  actually 
taught  by  society.  The  public  school  was  a  primary  teacher  of  Christian 
values.  And  it  appears  that  those  days  are  all  but  over.  We  are  entering 
a  third  age  of  the  church  whose  future  is  unknown. 


But  what  was  rather  surprising  to  me  in  Roger  Swanson’s  presenta¬ 
tion  was  the  lack  of  pessimism  and  despair  which  are  so  common  in 
many  areas  of  the  church.  From  Swanson,  we  heard  great  optimism, 
even  excitement  about  the  opportunities  before  us. 

He  spoke  of  vision,  leadership  and  the  great  power  of  lay  ministry 
which  lies  mostly  untapped.  Swanson’s  challenge  was  to  not  let  evange¬ 
lism  continue  as  one  committee  of  the  church.  As  the  church  we  must 
see  ourselves,  individually  and  corporately,  as  evangelists  called  to  pro¬ 
claim  by  word  and  deed  the  goocLnews  of.  Jesus  Christ. 

i  Isn’t  it  time  for  the  world  to  hear  some  good  news? 

Noel  Youth  Choir's  Peace  with  justice 
tour  includes  performances  in  Washington 
at  President  and  Mrs.  Clinton's  church 


Noel  Youth  Choir  is  currently  on 
a  Peace  with  Justice  tour  called 
“Jeremiah  Journey”  during  which 
they  presented  programs  of  music 
at  Foundry  United  Methodist 
Church  which  is  attended  by  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Mrs.  Clinton  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  The  presentations  there 
were  on  Father’s  Day,  June  19. 

Among  songs  was  “When  the 
Poor  Ones”  which  was  also  present¬ 
ed  during  the  first  evening  worship 
service  of  Annual  Conference  in 
First  UMC,  Shreveport.  Musicians 
and  vocalists  were  Scott  Gerardy, 
Gabe  Cate  and  Joel  Gardner. 

Directing  the  touring  choir  is  Su¬ 


zanne  Cate  and  the  youth  director 
is  Jina  Jenkins.  The  35  youths  and 
their  leaders  also  will  perform  at 
Judy  Loehr's  church  in  Nashville,  at 
churches  in  Milan,  Tenn.,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  N.C.,  and  Columbus,  Ga.,  and 
at  Lake  Junaluska  Conference  Cen¬ 
ter,  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  camp 
in  North  Carolina. 

The  choir  tour  started  on  June  1 5 
and  will  continue  through  June  25. 
The  youth  will  return  to  their  own 
church  to  present  a  homecoming 
performance  Sunday,  June  26,  at 
Noel  UMC,  Shreveport,  where 
Rev.  Grayson  Watson  is  senior  pas¬ 
tor. 


These  three  teens  from  Noel  Youth  Choir  presented  a  selection  at 
Annual  Conference.  FROM  LEFT,  are  Scott  Gerardy,  Gabe  Cate  and 
Joel  Gardner  of  Noel  UMC,  Shreveport.  The  group  and  the  choir  are 
now  on  a  tour  that  includes  the  church  attended  by  President  and 
Mrs.  Clinton.  In  the  foreground  are  Bishops  William  Oden,  LEFT, 
and  Dan  Solomon.  In  the  background  is  the  Conference  Youth 
Choir. 


Dr.  Calvin  to  teach  Bible  study  in  two  states 


Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr.,  di¬ 
rector  of  Special  Ministries  and  In¬ 
stitutional  Development  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  will  teach 
the  United  Methodist  Women’s  Bi¬ 
ble  Study,  “Family  Drawing  the 
Circle  Wide,”  in  two  conferences 
this  summer.  To  receive  certifica¬ 
tion  he  and  other  instructors  from 
Louisiana  are  attending  the  West 


Gulf  Regional  School  June  22-26  at 
Southwestern  University  in 
Georgetown,  Texas. 

Calvin  will  teach  at  the  Central 
Texas  Conference  School  of  Mis¬ 
sions  July  15-20  at  Texas  Wesleyan 
University  in  Fort  Worth  and 
Southwestern  University  and  at 
Louisiana  Conference  School  of 
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Louisiana  Annual  Conference  '94:  Unity  in  diversity 


The  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  unified  report  included  a 
"This  Is  Your  Life"  skit.  Louise  E. 
Anna  (representing  Louisiana 
Conference)  played  by  Carolyn 
Clark,  was  reminded  of  accom¬ 
plishments.  In  the  skit,  Rev. 
Larry  Norman  reviewed  proj¬ 
ects  such  as  our  serving  minis¬ 
tries,  VIM,  VISION  2000, 
Partners  in  Mission,  overseas 
and  campus  ministries. 


In  his  sermons,  Dr.  Tom  W. 
Boyd,  University  of  Oklahoma, 
focused  on  the  place  "where  the 
church  meets  the  world  and  the 
world  meets  the  church."  The 
Lord  sent  Jonah  to  Nineveh,  a 
place  he  did  not  want  to  go. 
Boyd  emphasized  that  "we  all 
have  our  Nineveh,"  places  we 
should  go  and  things  we  should 
do  that  we  do  not  want  to  recog¬ 
nize. 


Special  seating  in  First  UMC  was 
reserved  for  families  during  the 
service  of  Ordination  of  Dea¬ 
cons  and  Elders  and  Consecra¬ 
tion  of  Diaconal  Ministers. 


Mission  July  21-24  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport. 

This  year’s  Bible  study  is  de¬ 
signed  to  provide  opportunities  for 
individuals  and  study  groups  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  realities  that  families  ex¬ 
perience  today,  to  develop  and 
support  family  ministries  and  to 
strengthen  family  relationships. 


Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarships  for  students  of  Centenary 
College  and  Dillard  University  were  presented  at  Conference.  They 
are  pictured  in  the  halls  of  the  Gold  Dome.  FROM  LEFT  are  Inga 
Patterson;  Jane  Blackwell,  presenter;  Sholanda  Gilyard,  who  also 
received  the  Bishop's  Scholarship;  Gaela  Youngblood,  and  Lynd 
Matt.  Other  scholarship  recipients,  not  present,  were  Samantha 
Earl,  and  Russian  students. 


Ministers  from  all  districts  formed  a  choir  to  sing  at  Conference 
worship.  Here  they  are  shown  as  they  practice  with  Rev.  Judy  Loehr 
in  First  UMC,  Shreveport. 


Delegates  in  the  Gold  Dome  sing  hymns  during  worship  that 
opened  each  session  of  the  Annual  Conference.  About  1,500  per¬ 
sons  attended  the  event  in  Shreveport. 


During  the  Council  on  Ministries  Fair  at  Annual  Conference,  Rev. 
Betsy  Irvine,  RIGHT,  director  of  Louisiana  CrossLines,  and  her  assis¬ 
tant,  Beverly  Pierce,  displayed  some  of  the  work  of  CrossLines 
around  the  state.  During  the  Conference  session,  CrossLines  was 
abolished  and  a  vote  of  delegates  added  a  director  of  Serving  Min¬ 
istries  position  to  the  Conference  staff.  Much  of  the  serving  projects 
CrossLines  previously  directed  will  be  continued  in  local  churches 
and  will  now  be  resourced  by  the  Serving  Ministries  director. 


July  Conference  Calendar 

11  Local  Church  Consultants  Committee,  109  Smith  Bldg.,  Cen¬ 
tenary,  9:30  a.m. 

11-14  Ministers’  School,  Centenary  College 

11-16  Jurisdictional  Youth  Ministry  Organization  Convocation, 
Mount  Sequoyah 

19-20  United  Methodist  Women  Committee  Meetings,  Centenary 
College 

21-24  United  Methodist  Women  School  of  Christian  Mission,  Cen¬ 
tenary  College 

23  Conference  Youth  Serving  Ministries,  First  UMC,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  10  a.m. 

27-31  Training  Event  for  Leaders  of  Single  Adult  Ministries,  Nash¬ 
ville 

29-31  “Happening,”  10th-12th  grade  youth.  Tall  Timbers 


Bishop  Oden  in  his  "state  of  the 
church"  episcopal  address  said, 
"Gambling  has  brought  a  new 
and  demonic  element  to  our 
state."  In  his  message,  carried 
by  the  news  media  throughout 
the  state,  he  declared,  "Gam¬ 
bling  is  a  tax  upon  the  poor,  a 
menace  to  society."  The  church 
especially  objects  to  video  poker 
because  of  its  easy  accessibility, 
he  added. 


|ohn  Wesley  (Rev.  Charles  B. 
Humphreys)  was  at  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  to  encourage  the  church 
and  to  praise  this  year's  endeav¬ 
ors  including  the  formation  of 
new  congregations  in  Louisiana 
Conference. 


Bishop  Dan  Solomon  of  Oklaho¬ 
ma  praised  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence's  work  in  Russia,  Cuba  and 
with  Africa  University.  He  men¬ 
tioned  other  mission  needs  in 
134  countries  around  the  world. 
Especially  poignant  were  his  re¬ 
ports  of  street  children  marked 
for  death  in  Brazil,  a  mother's 
cry  of  anguish  for  her  dead  child 
in  the  rain  forests  of  Africa  and 
sacrifices  made  by  missionaries 
serving  in  unsafe  places. 

Faith,  West  Monroe 
offers  counseling 

As  part  of  the  church’s  ministry, 
Melinda  Chalmers  will  provide 
free  counseling/therapy  sessions 
each  Monday  and  Tuesday  from  4 
to  9  p.m.  at  Faith  UMC,  West 
Monroe,  where  the  pastor  is  Rev. 
Ricky  Willis. 

A  therapist  intern,  Chalmers  is 
pursuing  a  master’s  degree  at 
Northeast  Louisiana  University’s 
Marriage  and  Family  Therapy  Cen¬ 
ter.  She  has  a  degree  in  theology. 

She  will  work  with  individuals, 
couples  and  families  by  appoint¬ 
ment  and  will  offer  a  seminar 
aimed  to  increase  intimacy  and 
communication  in  marriage. 


Faith  forum 
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Silver  bullets' 
new  message: 
Let  us  prey 

Attention,  churches  and  church-related  stu¬ 
dent  organizations  in  Any  College  Town, 
U.S.A.: 

A  national  report  issued  recently  needs  your 
special  attention. 

The  report  from  the  National  Commission  on 
Substance  Abuse  at  Colleges  and  Universities 
says  America's  colleges  are  witnessing  a  star¬ 
tling  in- - 

binge6  in  Editorial 

drinking, 

particularly  among  women. 

“Binge  drinking”  is  defined  as  the  consump¬ 
tion  of  more  than  five  cans  of  beer  or  five  glass¬ 
es  of  wine  at  a  single  sitting. 

To  put  it  another  way,  it’s  drinking  to  get 
drunk. 

It’s  one  thing  for  a  study  to  show,  as  this  one 
does,  that  a  given  situation  today  is  worse  than 
it  was  X-number  of  years  ago.  The  response 
could  be  some  throwaway  line  like,  “Things  are 
tough  all  over.” 

But  the  following  observation  from  one  com¬ 
mission  member  strikes  us  as  more  ominous 
than  any  of  the  data: 

“Once  thought  of  as  a  male  rite  of  passage,  al¬ 
cohol  abuse  has  now  become  a  woman’s  rite  of 
passage,”  said  Pamela  Ann  Rymer,  a  federal  ap¬ 
peals  court  judge. 

“Yet  drinking  to  get  drunk  . . .  can  destroy  the 
lives  of  the  best  and  the  brightest  of  our  young 
women.” 

Get  the  point?  This  study,  bluntly  summa¬ 
rized  by  the  above  comment,  says  society  may 
have  moved  beyond  the  inexcusable  but  seem¬ 
ingly  inevitable  “[college]  boys  will  be  boys”  to 
“[college]  girls  will  be  girls,  too.” 

The  main  opportunity  for  response  to  this 
alarming  data  in  any  person-to-person  mission- 
al  way  may  rest  on  college-town  churches  and 
campus  religious  groups.  They’re  on  the  battle¬ 
ground,  so  to  speak. 

But  any  congregation  anywhere  that  cares  one 
whit  about  “the  best  and  brightest  of  our  young 
women” — its  own  as  well  as  others — cannot  af¬ 
ford  to  ignore  this  report. 

Young  men  and  women  need  to  be  told  and 
shown  by  example  that,  peer  pressure  notwith¬ 
standing.  there’s  no  honor  worth  achieving  in 
drinking  to  get  drunk. 

Taking  the  lead  from  an  earlier  curb-the- 
drinking  group,  how  about  an  organization 
called  College  Women  Against  Dumb  Drinking 
(CWADD)? 

Ultimately,  all  the  silver  bullets  promoted  by 
advertising’s  fantasy  land  can’t  do  anything  but 
kill  somebody  one  gulp  at  a  time. 


Hindu:  Only  God  knows  if  you  are  happy 


Pit grimace  to  Nepal 

BiiSTEPHENL.SUIECKEK 
Contributing  Editor 


Editor's  note:  This  is  the  last  of  a  five-part 
series  that  chronicles  Mr.  Swecker's 
experiences  on  an  ecumenical  spiritual  trek. 


KATHMANDU,  Nepal — Having  paid 
for  the  cashmere  scarf,  1  assumed  that  the 
transaction  was  over.  I  pocketed  my  wal¬ 
let  and  turned  to  exit  the  small  shop 
stuffed  with  everything  cashmere.  One 
last  “Namaste”  (Nepali  for  “Good  day”) 
and  I  was  gone. 

“Won’t  you  have  some  tea?"  the  Hin- 
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KATHMANDU,  Nepal— A  young  Bud¬ 
dhist  monk  at  a  Tibetan  monastery  en¬ 
joys  a  frozen  fruit  stick. 


du  shop  owner  asked  unexpectedly.  His 
dark  eyes  looked  straight  into  mine. 

In  a  mild  hurry,  I  explained  that  (a)  I 
had  an  appointment  in  45  minutes  and 
(b)  having  just  recovered  from  a  bout  of 
food  poisoning,  I  was  wary  of  drinking 
water  that  wasn’t  boiled  properly. 

“Please,  don’t  worry,  my  brother”  he 
said.  “Tea  time  takes  only  15  minutes.  And 
the  water  is  boiled.  You  will  not  get  sick.” 

So  it  was  that  1  spent  the  next  half  hour 
with  Lai  Badur  and  his  20-year-old  son 
drinking  the  best  tea  that  1  tasted  during 
my  two  weeks  in  Nepal.  As  we  talked, 
Mr.  Badur  and  I  found  an  immediate 
bond.  We  were  both  50  years  old. 

In  fact,  I  had  turned  50  just  a  few  days 
earlier.  I  told  Mr.  Badur  and  his  son  what 
a  joy  it  was  to  be  in  Nepal  on  my  birth¬ 
day  and  how  happy  1  felt  despite — or  be¬ 
cause  of! — my  age. 

“How  about  you,  Mr.  Badur.  Are  you 
happy?”  I  asked. 

Gazing  intensely  at  me,  Mr.  Badur  hes¬ 
itated  before  replying. 

“You  know  that  is  not  a  simple  ques¬ 
tion,”  he  said.  “I  cannot  just  say  to  you 
‘Yes'  or  ‘No’  to  a  question  such  as  that.  It 
depends  upon  what  one  means  by  ‘happi¬ 
ness.’  ” 

I  nodded  in  silent  agreement. 

“On  the  outside,  I  appear  to  be  a  suc¬ 
cess.  I  own  three  shops  and  have  healthy 
sons  to  help  me  run  them.  1  have  a  house 
and  a  few  cows.  But  success  in  material 
things  isn’t  happiness." 

“If  success  isn’t  happiness,  then  what 
is?”  I  pressed. 


He  then  explained  that,  for  a  Hindu, 
happiness  can  never  be  an  individual 
matter.  Whether  one  is  happy,  he  said, 
cannot  be  considered  apart  from  the 
well-being  of  others  with  whom  one 
shares  life:  family,  friends,  business  asso¬ 
ciates,  even  the  village  as  a  whole. 

"You  mean,  if  everybody  isn’t  happy, 
no  one  can  be  happy?”  I  asked. 

“No,  no,  my  brother,  you  don’t  get  it,” 
he  said. 

“Hindus  see  God  everywhere.  I  look  at 
you  and  I  see  God.  If  I  do  not  honor  the 
God  that  is  in  everything  and  in  every¬ 
one,  God  cannot  be  happy  with  me. 
How,  then,  can  I  be  happy?” 

“Do  you  honor  God  in  everything?”  I 
asked. 

“I  try.  But  how  can  one  ever  know 
such  a  thing  for  certain?  Only  God 
knows.” 

So  I  tried  again.  “Are  you  happy,  Mr. 
Badur.  Or  do  you  know?” 

“I  am  happy  when  I  honor  God.  But 


only  God  knows  if  I  truly  and  always 
honor  him.” 

“So  only  God  knows  if  you  are  happy.” 

“That  is  correct,  my  brother.  Now  you 
get  it.” 

The  visit  ended  soon  afterward  with 
warm  handshakes.  But  as  we  parted,  I 
was  conscious  of  my  Hindu  friend’s  con¬ 
stant  focus  on  my  eyes. 

What  did  he  see?  I  wondered.  Was  he 
at  that  very  moment  “honoring”  the  God 
that  he  discerned  in  me?  And  was  I,  a 
Christian,  capable  of  a  similar  act  of  spir¬ 
itual  generosity,  of  honoring  the  God  and 
the  truth  that  lived  inside  him? 

Had  he  told  me  in  a  gentle  way  some¬ 
thing  that  I  needed  to  hear,  namely,  that 
honoring  God  rather  than  happiness  may 
be  the  more  fitting  mark  of  a  well-lived  life? 

Did  I  really  “get  it?” 

I’m  not  certain.  But  it  was  good  tea.  And 
the  feel  of  cashmere  transports  me  now  to  a 
holy  place  and  time  when  God  was  neither 
“Hindu”  nor  “Christian.” 


Heavy  hitters  help  insure  religion/news  media  center 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

You  attend  enough  church 
meetings  and  brainstorms  over 
the  years  and  eventually  some¬ 
thing  tells  you,  “This  could  go 
somewhere.” 

That  happened  recently  at  a 
national  think  tank  on  the  cam¬ 
pus  of  Northwestern  University 
in  Evanston,  Ill. 

Thirty  or  so  heavy  hitters  were 
there  as  invited  members  of  an 
advisory  board  for  the  new  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Religion  and  the  News 
Media. 

In  less  than  24  hours,  in  three 
intense  working-time  blocks, 
these  leading  practitioners  and 
educators  in  religion  and  journal¬ 
ism  (and  some  self-invited  ob¬ 
servers  like  me)  explored  the 
context  for  creating  the  center 


and  discussed  what  exactly  the 
center  might  do. 

Richard  Ostling,  religion  edi¬ 
tor  of  Time  magazine,  led  the 
context  discussion  by  reading  a 
list  of  major  news  events  from  re¬ 
cent  months  in  which  religion 
was  a  prime  component.  His  lit¬ 
any  ranged  from  last  year’s 
Branch  Davidian  standoff  to  Bil¬ 
ly  Graham’s  speech  this  spring  to 
the  American  Society  of  Newspa¬ 
per  Editors. 

Following  other  leadership  in¬ 
put,  the  random  comments  be¬ 
gan  rolling  in  from  around  the 
room.  To  do  justice  to  the  con¬ 
tent  would  require  far  more 
space  than  this  page  can  provide, 
but  the  following  names  and  ti¬ 
tles  might  indicate  the  high  level 
participation  this  center  is  gener¬ 
ating: 


Martin  Marty,  historian  of 
modern  Christianity,  University 
of  Chicago;  Stewart  Hoover, 
journalism  professor,  University 
of  Colorado  and  researcher  of  re¬ 
ligious  journalism;  James  Wall, 
editor,  Christian  Century;  Mar¬ 
garet  Steinfels,  editor,  Common¬ 
weal,  influential  Roman  Catholic 
magazine;  her  husband,  Peter 
Steinfels,  religion  writer,  The 
New  York  Times;  Msgr.  John 
Egan,  communications  guru,  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  archdiocese  of  Chi¬ 
cago;  George  Marsden,  professor 
of  history  specializing  in  20th 
Century  evangelicalism  and  fun¬ 
damentalism,  University  of  No¬ 
tre  Dame. . . . 

Others  who  have  agreed  to 
support  the  center  but  couldn’t 
attend  this  session  include  public 
television’s  Bill  Moyers  and  Peg- 
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gy  Wehmeyer,  ABC-TV’s  new 
precedent-making  first  fulltime 
religion  reporter. 

You  get  the  picture.  Add  to 
those  outside  experts  some  prin¬ 
cipal  faculty  members  from  the 
center’s  co-sponsoring  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  and  Medill  School  of 
Journalism — two  of  Northwest¬ 
ern  University’s  most  outstand¬ 
ing  components  in  their 


respective  fields — and  you’ve 
unleashed  a  dynamo. 

The  advisory  board,  despite  its 
diverse  Protestant,  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic,  Jewish  and  Muslim  think 
tankers,  didn’t  include  everyone 
on  its  first  try.  Christian  conser¬ 
vatives  were  missing  for  the  most 
part,  as  were  broadcasters.  So  the 
center  has  some  reaching  out  to 
do  and  some  serious  fund  raising 
to  investigate. 

Nevertheless,  I  have  every  con¬ 
fidence  that  the  center  will 
“make”  on  the  Northwestern 
campus.  It’s  a  privilege  to  see 
this  center  affirming  the  vital 
linkage  between  religion  and 
news  that  this  newspaper  and  its 
counterparts  within  religious 
journalism  have  exemplified  for 
generations.  This  isn’t  just  going 
somewhere;  it  IS  somewhere! 


7  orphans'  exciting  faith  journey 


By  JACK  KYLE  DANIELS 

In  June  of  1936,  a  family  of 
mother,  father  and  seven  children 
was  living  in  Paris,  Texas. 

The  mother  was  a  full-time 
homemaker.  The  father  was  the 
farm  editor  of  the  Paris  News  as 
well  as  being  the  police  reporter. 

The  parents  had  been  warned  not 
to  have  a  seventh  child — that  the 
mother’s  life  would  be  in  danger — 
but  since  that  was  before  effective 
contraceptives,  that  seventh  child 
was  conceived  and  a  beautiful, 
healthy  baby  girl  arrived  on  June  9. 

By  September,  the  mother  who 
was  only  31  years  of  age  was  dead 
of  uremic  poisoning  due  to  compli¬ 
cations  from  that  last  pregnancy. 

The  41 -year-old  father  had  his 
own  health  problems.  He  had  a  se¬ 
ries  of  amputations  on  one  leg  and 
was  in  constant  pain.  Eventually 
he  developed  gangrene. 

On  Christmas  Day  1 936  he  rent¬ 
ed  a  hotel  room  in  New  Orleans 
where  he  committed  suicide,  leav¬ 
ing  a  note  apologizing  for  messing 
up  the  room. 

What  would  happen  to  these 
children  ages  12,  10,  8,  6,  4,  2,  and 
6  months?  Fortunately,  the  pastor 
at  First  Methodist  Church  in  Par¬ 
is — the  Rev.  Homer  Fort — inter¬ 
vened  in  the  situation  which 
appeared  so  hopeless  to  the  grand¬ 
parents  and  aunts  and  uncles,  who 
were  thinking  of  separating  the 


children  into  their  several  homes. 

Mr.  Fort  arranged  for  all  the  chil¬ 
dren,  except  the  youngest,  to  come 
to  the  Methodist  Home  in  Waco, 
Texas,  and  on  Jan.  21,  1937,  the 
other  six  were  welcomed  into  the 
Home.  A  year  later — at  18 
months — the  baby  joined  her  sib¬ 
lings,  being  the  youngest  child  ever 
admitted  to  the  Home  at  that  time. 

Try  to  imagine  the  religious 
training  these  children  received. 
They  don’t  remember  the  sermons 
they  heard  at  First  Methodist  in 
Waco  as  much  as  how  the  preach¬ 
er  wore  his  hair  or  his  hard-sell 
methods  of  raising  money  for  the 
Methodist  Home. 

Years  later  one  boy  from  this 
family  had  a  single  conversation 
with  the  Rev.  D.  L.  McCree,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Herring  Avenue  Methodist 
Church.  Later  that  spring,  as  a  se¬ 
nior  in  a  scholarship  meeting,  he 
was  told  by  the  scholarship  com¬ 
mittee  that  he  could  choose  bet¬ 
ween  studying  medicine  or  law. 
Almost  to  his  own  amazement,  he 
told  the  committee  “No,  I  want  to 
study  for  the  ministry.” 

What  religious  influences  in  the 
lives  of  these  seven  children  molded 
them  into  the  adults  they  became? 

It  is  certain  that  dedicated  home- 
parents  and  the  superintendent  of 
the  Methodist  Home  made  big  im¬ 
pressions.  Mentors,  role  models — 
words  these  children  didn’t  know, 
but  caring,  compassionate  people 


influencing  seven  young  children 
had  a  big  impact  on  their  lives. 

Without  the  care,  concern,  com¬ 
passion  and,  yes,  even  love,  would 
these  children  have  had  a  chance 
for  a  faith  journey? 

I  know  you  want  to  know  what 
happened  to  these  seven  children. 

The  12  year  old,  Bob,  and  the  8 
year  old,  Bill,  had  careers  in  the 
military  service.  Bob  was  one  of 
the  first  paratroopers  to  jump  in 
the  D-Day  invasion  in  Normandy. 

The  10  year  old  girl,  Katherine, 
was  a  radio  major  at  Baylor  Uni¬ 
versity  and  later  became  an  execu¬ 
tive  with  the  American  Cancer 
Society  and  ended  her  career  with 
the  Arkansas  Department  of  Hu¬ 
man  Services. 

The  6  year  old,  Aileene,  became 
an  English  teacher  at  Bryan  Ad¬ 
ams  High  School  in  Dallas. 

The  4-year-old,  Betty,  became  a 
flight  attendent  with  Delta  and 
married  an  aeronautical  engineer. 

The  baby  girl,  Lizette,  became  a 
librarian  in  San  Diego. 

The  2-year-old  boy,  Jack,  en¬ 
tered  the  ministry  and  became 
president  of  the  Methodist  Home. 
An  exciting  faith  journey?  You 
bet!  Thanks  to  all  of  the  Methodist 
people  who  have  influenced  my 
faith  journey.  That’s  what  we  need 
to  do  for  all  of  God’s  children. 

Mr.  Daniels  is  president  of  the 
Methodist  Home  in  Waco,  Texas. 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER _ 

Ronald  P,  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace 

Publisher  Editor 


Cynthia  B,  Astle 

Faith  Forum  Editor 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500),  owned  by  the  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council,  2520  W.  Commerce  St,  Dallas,  Texas  75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  145-year  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper. 
The  Reporter  has  no  official  ties  to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination's  general  hoards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does  pro¬ 
duce  official  regional  editions  for  39  annual  conferences. 

This  newspaper  maintains  an  editorial  policy  of  assuring  the  truth,  accuracy,  readability,  relevance  and  significance  of  all  materials  published.  It  aims  to  pro¬ 
vide  readers  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the  diversity  of  Christians.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  represent  the  opin¬ 
ions  of  the  newspaper’s  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  this  new  spaper  are  the  views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  staff. 


Send  Correspondence  and  Address  Changes  (include  mailing  label)  To:  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Telephone:  (214)  630-6495.  Subscription  rates:  $24  per  year  for  national  edition;  rates  for  editions  available  upon  request.  Second  Class  Postage 


paid  at  Dallas,  TX  and  additional  post  offices. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address  changes  to  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


Messages  at  pastors'  moving  time 


By  KENNETH  L  CARDER 

It  is  difficult  to  over-estimate  the 
importance  of  properly  handling 
the  transition  following  changes  in 
pastoral  appointments,  and  both 
congregations  and  pastors  must 
contribute  positively  to  the  process. 

I  invite  pastors  seriously  to  con¬ 
sider  the  following: 

(1)  Be  honest  about  your  own 
willingness  to  move.  Avoid  giving 
the  impression  that  “the  confer¬ 
ence,  bishop  and  cabinet  are  mak¬ 
ing  me  move.”  Unnecessary  and 
misplaced  anger  results  when  pas¬ 
tors  do  not  take  ownership  of  their 
own  desires. 

(2)  Work  through  the  grief  pro¬ 
cess.  Unresolved  grief  is  fertile 
ground  in  which  grow  the  seeds  of 
rejection  of  the  incoming  pastor. 

(3)  Use  the  transition  period  as  a 
time  for  healing  wounds  and  cele¬ 
brating  accomplishments.  Avoid 
venting  pent-up  anger  by  “telling 
them  off.” 

(4)  Make  it  clear  that  once  you 
move  you  will  no  longer  be  available 
for  such  things  as  weddings,  funerals, 
counseling  and  visitations.  Returning 
to  a  former  parish  for  pastoral  duties 
denies  your  successor  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  build  strong  relationships,  and  I 
consider  such  action  a  breach  of  min¬ 
isterial  ethics. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“A  good  name  is  to  be  chosen 
rather  than  great  riches,  and  favor 
is  better  than  silver  or  gold.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer  Matthew  18:3) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  26 

Sunday:  Psalms  1 30: 1  -4 
Monday:  Psalms  130:5-8 
Tuesday:  2  Samuel  1:1,1 7-22 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  1:23-27 
Thursday:  2  Corinthians  8:8:11 
Friday:2  Corinthians  8:12-15 
Saturday:  Mark  5:21-43 


"The  new  pastor's  a  little 
green  yet.  He  preached  his 
first  sermon  out  of  the  book 
of  concordance." 

(5)  Publicly  affirm  the  gifts  and 
graces  of  your  successor. 

(6)  Avoid  second  guessing  the  ap¬ 
pointments  of  others.  Analyzing, 
comparing  and  passing  judgment 
on  colleagues'  appointments  is  al¬ 
ways  done  with  insufficient  infor¬ 
mation.  The  “kitchen  cabinet” 
often  creates  a  mess,  and  some  peo¬ 
ple  get  burned. 

(7)  Do  not  make  contact  with  the 
church  to  which  you  have  been  pro¬ 
jected  without  the  awareness  and 
permission  of  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent  and  present  pastor. 

(8)  Remember,  all  appointments 
are  tentative  until  confirmed  by  the 
bishop  at  annual  conference. 

(9)  Leave  your  successor  a  list  of 
persons  with  special  needs  for  pas¬ 
toral  care. 

(10)  Prepare  for  your  successor 
the  way  you  hope  your  predecessor 
is  preparing  for  you. 

Congregations  anticipating  a 
change  in  pastoral  leadership  con¬ 
front  particular  challenges  and 
needs.  Appropriately  meeting  the 
challenges  and  addressing  the  needs 
can  result  in  a  strengthened  church. 
Here  are  a  few  suggestions: 

■  Celebrate  the  ministry  of  your 
present  pastor;  write  a  letter/note  to 
him/her  expressing  your  apprecia¬ 
tion  and  support  as  she/he  moves  to 
a  new  opportunity  for  ministry. 

■  Accept  the  grief  inherent  in  the 
loss  of  a  pastor  and  work  through 
the  feelings  of  anger,  hurt,  loss  and 


fear  of  the  future.  Avoid  displacing 
the  anger  by  placing  it  on  the  in¬ 
coming  pastor. 

■  Talk  to  your  pastor  and  pastor 
parish  relations  committee  if  you 
have  questions  about  the  change. 
Only  in  very  exceptional  circum¬ 
stances  are  changes  made  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  pastor. 

■  Celebrate  the  diversity  of  gifts, 
experience  and  graces  of  each  pas¬ 
tor.  Comparing  pastors  is  unfair  to 
everyone  and  fails  fully  to  appreci¬ 
ate  God’s  presence  in  others. 

■  When  your  new  pastor  arrives, 
permit  her/him  to  be  your  pastor. 
Requesting  the  return  of  a  former 
pastor  to  perform  pastoral  duties 
such  as  weddings  and  funerals  robs 
you  and  your  present  pastor  of  a 
unique  opportunity  and  puts  pas¬ 
tors  and  congregations  in  an  awk¬ 
ward  situation. 

■  Pray  daily  for  your  incoming 
pastor  and  his/her  family.  Send 
them  a  note  of  welcome. 

■  Write  a  letter/note  to  your  out¬ 
going  pastor  expressing  your  appre¬ 
ciation  and  support  as  she/he 
moves  to  a  new  opportunity  for 
ministry. 

■  Attend  worship  the  first  Sun¬ 
day  of  the  new  pastor’s  tenure  and 
share  in  the  scheduled  welcoming 
activity. 

■  Remember  that  just  as  strong 
pastors  make  strong  churches,  effec¬ 
tive  congregations  tend  to  make  ef¬ 
fective  pastors. 

■  Beware  of  “gossip”  about  an 
incoming  pastor.  Real  or  perceived 
problems  in  a  previous  church  do 
not  necessarily  mean  problems  in 
your  church.  At  best  you  will  have 
only  fragments  of  the  whole  truth. 

■  Be  open  to  God’s  leadership  in 
some  new  and  exciting  directions. 

No  perfect  pastors,  congrega¬ 
tions,  bishops  or  district  superin¬ 
tendents  exist.  Therefore,  every 
pastoral  appointment  falls  short  of 
the  ideal.  The  good  news  is:  God 
desires  faithfulness  more  than  per¬ 
fection.  May  we  all  be  faithful  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  One  whose  grace 
makes  all  things  new. 

Bishop  Carder  presides  over  the 
United  Methodist  Nashville  Area. 
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ADDITIONAL  SIGNERS:  Two  United 

Methodist  leaders  have  added  their  names  to 

four  from  other  denominations  who  signed  a 
letter  defending  Christian  Children’s  Fund 
from  recent  attacks  (see  UMR,  June  17).  They 
are  Bishop  Thomas  B.  Stockton  (Richmond 
Area)  and  Robert  Feaster,  president,  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 


STATEMENT  ON  HAITI:  United 

Methodism’s  top  social-action  officer  issued  a 
statement  recently  challenging  the  Clinton  ad¬ 
ministration  to  increase  protection  for  Haitian 
refugees  seeking  U.S.  asylum.  The  Rev.  Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett,  general  secretary  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
asked  United  Methodists  to  advocate  tempo¬ 
rary  protected  status  for  Haitian  nationals  re¬ 
siding  in  the  United  States.  That  protection 
would  also  apply  to  Haitian  nationals  picked 
up  at  sea. 


OLDEST  GRADUATE?  Margaret 

Rose  Campbelle,  103,  of  Nashville  attended  the 
recent  graduation  ceremony  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Clark  Atlanta  University — the 
same  school  from  which  she  graduated  in  1914. 
North  Georgia  Area  Bishp  J.  Lloyd  Knox, 
writing  in  the  Wesleyan  Christian  Advocate , 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  Ms.  Campbelle 
“walked  all  the  way  to  the  front  of  the  gradu¬ 
ate  section.” 


RETIRING:  A  44-year  career  in  United 
Methodist-related  children’s  work  is  ending 
with  the  retirement  of  Ed  E.  Odom.  For  the 

past  1 8  years  he  has  been  executive  director  of 
United  Methodist  Children  and  Family  Ser¬ 
vices  of  Missouri,  Inc.,  also  known  as  Epworth 
Children’s  Home.  It  is  a  residential  treatment 
facility  for  adolescent  boys  and  girls  with  se¬ 
vere  behavior  and  emotional  disorders. 

CITY  HONORED:  A  man  described  by 

his  local  newspaper  as  “a  preacher  turned  may¬ 
or”  was  on  hand  recently  to  receive  his  city’s 
designation  as  one  of  10  All-America  cities. 

The  Rev.  Emmanuel  S.  Cleaver  is  the  mayor 
of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  the  pastor  of  St. 
James-Paseo  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
awards  are  sponsored  by  the  National  Civic 
League.  Kansas  City  was  last  so  recognized  in 


British  Methodists  dismiss  U.S.  pastor 

UM  cleric  refuses  loyalty  pledge  to  adopted  church cites  homosexual  ministry  policy 

A  young  American  United 
Methodist  pastor  who  has  served 
British  Methodist  churches  for 
six  years  is  about  to  be  dismissed 
from  the  British  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference. 

This  action  follows  his  stand 
against  his  adopted  church’s  new 
policy  of  “celebrating  the  minis¬ 
try  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the 
church.” 

'Stand  based  on  Scripture' 

The  Rev.  John  D.  Gillespie  Jr., 

37,  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  North  Arkansas  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  said  he  based 
his  opposition  to  the  British 
Methodist  policy  on  Scripture 
and  on  the  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Discipline. 

Mr.  Gillespie  told  the  Report¬ 
er,  “I  have  been  informed  that  I 
will  no  longer  be  recognized  as  a 
Methodist  minister  in  Britain  af¬ 
ter  July  1.”  (For  his  future  plans, 
see  story  headed  “Dismissed  pas¬ 
tor”  below  right.) 

Bishop  Richard  Wilke  (Arkan¬ 
sas  Area)  told  the  Reporter  that 
Mr.  Gillespie’s  dismissal  by  the 
British  Methodists  was  a  “very 
delicate”  matter  and  declined  to 
make  a  statement  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Gillespie’s  request  for  a 
leave  of  absence  was  granted  at 
the  recent  meeting  of  the  North 
Arkansas  conference. 

Mr.  Gillespie  is  the  only  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  among  five  or¬ 
dained  ministers  serving  a  circuit 
of  32  churches  in  Cornwall,  En¬ 
gland  (some  100  miles  southwest 
of  London). 

His  troubles  begin 

Mr.  Gillespie’s  troubles  began 
in  the  summer  of  1993  following 
the  British  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence’s  adoption  of  policy  state¬ 
ments  on  human  sexuality. 

In  a  letter  to  all  British  Meth¬ 


odists,  Conference  President  Bri¬ 
an  E.  Beck  said  that  the 
conference  had  decided  to  affirm 
“both  the  traditional  moral 
teaching  of  the  Christian  church 
and  the  participation  and  minis¬ 
try  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the 
church,”  leaving  individual  deci¬ 
sions  to  appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  Gillespie  found  the  report 
ambiguous  and  said  so  publicly 
and  vigorously. 

'Policy  not  clear' 

It  is  not  clear,  he  said,  whether 
the  resolution  refers  to  practicing 
or  non-practicing  homosexuals. 
Nor,  he  said,  is  it  clear  whether 
the  ministry  in  question  included 
ordained  ministry. 

However,  the  United  Methodist 
Discipline,  under  which  Mr  Gil¬ 
lespie  was  ordained  and  to  which 
he  is  still  accountable,  is  clear. 
Paragraph  402.2  forbids  the  ordi¬ 
nation  or  appointment  of  “self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexuals.” 

Mr.  Gillespie  said  that  Presi¬ 
dent  Beck’s  letter  had  an  explosive 
effect  on  members  of  Barbican 
Methodist  Church,  where  he 
preaches  every  Sunday.  Members 
there  and  in  other  churches  across 
Britain  are  leaving  or  planning  to 
leave  the  Methodist  Church  be¬ 
cause  of  the  new  policy,  he  said. 

Each  January  each  British 
Methodist  minister  is  required  to 
affirm  his  or  her  allegiance  to  the 
conference. 

In  light  of  the  British  confer¬ 


ence  position  on  homosexuals  in 
ministry,  Mr.  Gillespie  refused  to 
do  so. 

Under  British  Methodist  rules, 
charges  were  brought  against 
him.  He  was  brought  to  trial  in 
mid-April,  was  found  guilty  of 
refusing  to  affirm  his  allegiance 
to  the  conference  and  was  in¬ 
formed  of  his  dismissal. 

In  a  prepared  statement  to  Brit¬ 
ain’s  Methodist  Recorder  newspa¬ 
per,  Methodist  Conference 
officials  said  the  dismissal  had 
nothing  to  do  with  Mr.  Gilles¬ 


pie’s  opinions  or  theology.  Rath¬ 
er,  the  statement  said,  the 
decision  was  based  on  the  fact 
that  he  was  not  "prepared  to 
make  the  commitment  to  the 
[British]  Methodist  Church  that 
every  minister  in  this  country  is 
required  to  make  every  year.” 

British  Methodist  officials  said 
they  had  tried  to  “open  the  way” 
for  Mr.  Gillespie  to  remain  in  the 
church  by  suggesting  that  he  af¬ 
firm  the  British  church  discipline 
while  “exercising  a  liberty  of  in¬ 
terpretation.” 


This  Mr.  Gillespie  refused  to 
do.  It  was,  in  part,  "liberty  of  in¬ 
terpretation”  that  bothered  him 
in  the  first  place,  he  said. 

Mr.  Gillespie’s  stand,  trial  and 
subsequent  dismissal  caused  a 
flurry  of  media  attention  in  Brit¬ 
ain.  One  headline  referred  to  him 
as  a  “rebel  minister.” 

“I’m  not  a  rebel,”  he  told  the 
Reporter.  “I’ve  just  tried  to  be 
faithful  to  my  understanding  of 
Scripture  and  what  it  means  to 
be  a  Methodist.” 


The  Rev.  John  D.  Gillespie  Jr.,  soon  to  be  dismissed  from  his  ministry  in  the  British  Methodist 
Conference,  and  his  wife,  Tessa,  pose  for  a  family  photograph  in  1993  with  their  six  children. 
Sons  are  Johnny  (standing  left),  Josiah  (kneeling  left)  and  Jachin  (kneeling  right).  Daughters  are 
Bethany  (standing  in  back  holding  Rebekah)  and  Katherine  (on  her  father's  lap). 


All  four 
stories  in 
this  special 
report  are  by 
Associate 
Editor  Diane 
Huie  Balay 


1985. 

RESIGNS:  Patricia  Rumer,  general  director 
of  Church  Women  United,  the  ecumenical  wom¬ 
en’s  organization,  has  announced  her  resigna¬ 
tion  from  the  post  effective  Aug.  3 1 .  She  has 
been  the  organization’s  day-to-day  executive 
five  years.  Her  tenure  has  been  marked  by  an 
increased  emphasis  on  revitalizing  the  organi¬ 
zation’s  local  units  and  in  reaching  out  to 
younger  women.  Among  events  organized  un¬ 
der  her  tenure  was  a  major  forum  earlier  this 
year  on  health  care  reform  in  which  local 
church  women  discussed  reform  options  with 
First  Lady  Hillary  Rodham  Clinton. 

INFORMATION,  PLEASE:  A  sexual 

misconduct  form  will  be  included  in  the  Person¬ 
al  Information  Form  of  Presbyterian  Church 
job  seekers  effective  July  1.  Inclusion  of  the 
form  was  ordered  by  the  denomination’s  1991 
legislative  General  Assembly  when  it  passed 
the  church’s  new  sexual  misconduct  policy. 

LEADERS  ELECTED:  Members  of  the 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action  mem¬ 
bers  elected  a  new  co-president — Mary  Ann 
Haxton  of  Springfield,  Ill. — whose  term  begins 
next  January.  Continuing  as  co-president  will 
be  Dan  Lerch-Walters  of  Portland,  Ore. 


Young  pastor  is  an  'ardent  follower  of  John  Wesley' 


Who  is  this  young  American 
pastor  staging  a  revolution  on 
British  shores? 

According  to  people  who  have 
known  him  for  years,  the  Rev. 
John  D.  Gillespie  Jr.,  37,  is  a  life¬ 
long  Methodist  who  is  very  strict 
on  himself,  very  kind,  very  rigid 
in  his  beliefs  and  very  deter¬ 
mined  to  be  a  faithful  Christian. 

The  son  of  a  retired  Eastman 
Kodak  executive,  he  grew  up  in 
Rochester,  N.Y.,  the  Philippines 
and  Brazil.  The  Gillespie  family 
moved  to  northwest  Arkansas  after 
the  senior  John  Gillespie  retired. 

After  college  at  Bowling  Green 
(Ohio)  University,  John  Gilles¬ 
pie  Jr.  attended  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Dallas  where  he  be¬ 
came  an  ardent  follower  of  the 
teachings  of  John  Wesley. 

Several  trips  to  Great  Britain — 
first  as  a  ministerial  student  at¬ 
tending  a  youth  conference  and 
later  as  a  vacationer — convinced 
Mr.  Gillespie  that  he  was  called  to 


ministry  in  that  country.  He 
moved  there  six  years  ago. 

He,  his  wife,  Tessa,  and  their 
six  children  live  in  Cornwall  in 
the  city  of  Looe,  near  Plymouth. 

Several  British  newspapers  cred¬ 
it  the  “serious  but  never  somber” 
pastor  with  the  growth  of  Barbican 
Methodist  Church  from  about  a 
dozen  members  to  150  through 
what  they  describe  as  strong 


The  June  1993  “Letter  to  the 
Methodist  People” — which  would 
lead  to  the  dismissal  of  United 
Methodist  minister  the  Rev.  John 

D.  Gillespie  from  ministry  in  the 
British  Methodist  Conference — 
urgently  appealed  to  British  Meth¬ 
odists  to  hold  together  in  spite  of 
widely  divergent  convictions  on 
human  sexuality. 

The  letter  from  the  Rev.  Brian 

E.  Beck,  British  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  president,  said  that  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  homosexuality  had  revealed 


preaching  that  is  the  result  of  five 
hours  of  study  and  prayer  daily. 

Mr.  Gillespie  preaches  every 
Sunday  at  Barbican  and,  on  a  ro¬ 
tating  basis,  at  three  additional 
churches  of  the  eight  for  which  he 
is  responsible.  The  eight  Method¬ 
ist  congregations  are  part  of  a  32- 
church  circuit  in  Cornwall. 

In  1991,  The  Evening  Herald,  a 
British  newspaper,  said  that. 


deep  divisions  of  opinion  and 
strong  emotion  in  the  church. 

“This  has  been  a  debate  be¬ 
tween  Christians,  all  of  whom  are 
seeking  obedience  to  Christ’s 
way  as  revealed  in  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,”  he  wrote. 

“Sadly,  we  have  not  as  yet  been 
able  to  reach  a  common  mind  to 
which  all  can  give  consent.” 

In  the  face  of  conflicting  resolu¬ 
tions,  Mr.  Beck  said,  the  confer¬ 
ence  chose  a  “pastoral”  rather  than 
“legal”  approach  which  affirmed 


with  only  one  dissenting  vote, 
the  British  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  had  voted  for  the  American 
pastor  to  continue  his  ministry  in 
England  until  1995. 

With  a  laugh,  Mr.  Gillespie 
said,  “Something  must  be  wrong 
if  I  haven’t  aroused  more  opposi¬ 
tion  than  that!” 

Three  years  later,  he  was  dis¬ 
missed  (see  related  article  above). 


both  the  traditional  stance  of  the 
church  and  the  ministry  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  (see  related  article  above). 

“I  realize  that  these  decisions 
may  cause  some  pain  and  bewil¬ 
derment  within  our  churches.” 

In  urging  people  of  opposing 
convictions  to  hold  together  as  a 
church,  Mr.  Beck  concluded,  “Let 
us  be  patient  with  one  another.  If 
we  cannot  continue  to  love  one 
another  under  these  circum¬ 
stances,  what  message  have  we  to 
proclaim  to  a  divided  world?” 


Dismissed  pastor 
forms  new  church 

Told  that  he  must  give  up  his 
ministry  in  the  British  Methodist 
Church  (see  related  story  above), 
the  Rev.  John  Gillespie  Jr.,  an 
American  United  Methodist,  is 
forming  an  independent  congre¬ 
gation  called  Grace  Church. 

It  will  meet  in  a  school  gym. 

The  nucleus  for  the  new  church 
comes  from  Barbican  Methodist 
Church  in  Looe,  a  town  near 
Plymouth,  Cornwall. 

The  Plymouth  Evening  Herald 
reports  that  the  entire  Barbican 
congregation  is  backing  its  minis¬ 
ter  and  will  stick  with  him  to  set 
up  the  new  church. 

Mr.  Gillespie  said  the  new  con¬ 
gregation  will  seek  to  join  the  in¬ 
ter-church  Evangelical  Alliance, 
which  claims  to  speak  for  more 
than  1  million  Christians  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 


British  Methodist  conference  president  pleads  for  unity 


Three  churches 
vote  merger 
in  New  York 

Nicole  Harwood  and 
Sarah  Headley, 
confirmands  at  Spencer 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Hornell, 

N.Y.,  count  ballots  on  a 
resolution  of  merger 
for  three  United 
Methodist 
congregations  at  a 
recent  special  church 
conference. 


8,000  UMW  postcards  tell  Senate: 
'pass  healthcare  reform  this  year' 


"We  are  a  community  of  faith, 
and  our  faith  fuels  our 
concerns." 

— UMW  President  Carolyn  Johnson 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— “Pass  health¬ 
care  reform  before  the  end  of  this 
year”  was  the  message  United 
Methodist  Women  recently  brought 
to  the  U.S.  Senate. 

On  the  lawn  of  the  nation’s  Capi¬ 
tol,  scores  of  United  Methodist 
Women  (UMW)  displayed  100  post¬ 
ers — one  for  each  senator. 

The  post-card  replicas  represented 
“a  few  of  the  almost  8,000  prayerful, 
individually  composed  messages”  de¬ 
livered  by  the  group  that  day,  said 
UMW  President  Carolyn  Johnson  of 
West  Lafayette,  Ind. 

With  the  posters  and  the  Capitol  as 
a  backdrop.  Senate  Majority  Leader 
George  Mitchell  (D-Maine)  and  Sen. 
Tom  Daschle  (D-S.D.)  joined  UMW 
spokespersons  in  brief  media  state¬ 
ments  before  UMW  members  visited 
individual  members  of  Congress. 

Sen.  Mitchell  said  the  women,  un¬ 
like  the  mostly  “highly  paid”  indus¬ 
try  representatives  who  visit 
Congress  to  press  their  points  of 
view,  “are  here  as  volunteers,  and 
their  motivation  is  the  highest  in  a 
democratic  society.  They  are  here  be¬ 
cause  they  want  their  country  to  do 


what’s  right  for  the  people's  interest.” 

He  added,  “With  your  help  we 
will  . . .  pass  comprehensive  health¬ 
care  legislation  that  provides  that 
every  American  will  have  health  in¬ 
surance  and  will  have  good  health 
care.  It  is  a  fundamental  right  in  a 
democratic  society.” 

Ms.  Johnson  appealed  to  the  Sen¬ 
ate  to  “support  our  families  . . .  (and) 
our  communities”  by  passing  health¬ 
care  reform  legislation  this  year. 

“We  are  a  community  of  faith, 
and  our  faith  fuels  our  concerns.” 

The  call  for  “health-care  systems 
that  cover  everyone”  was  voiced  by 
Irma  Clark  of  Chicago.  She  speci¬ 
fied  affordable  and  comprehensive 
benefits,  including  those  particular¬ 
ly  needed  by  women  and  children. 

Citing  1 80,000  women  diagnosed 
with  and  46,000  who  died  of  breast 


cancer  in  1992,  Ms.  Clark  said  “re¬ 
ducing  the  mortality  from  breast  can¬ 
cer  depends,  in  part,  on  early 
detection.”  Mammograms  are  a  com¬ 
mon  tool  for  early  detection,  she  said. 

Sharon  Leatherman,  a  United 
Methodist  from  Western  Maryland 
who  works  for  the  Appalachian  De¬ 
velopment  Committee,  said  she  was 
asking  on  behalf  of  the  men,  women 
and  children  in  Appalachia  “for 
comprehensive  care,  which  includes 
preventive  care  . . .  (and)  access  to 
health  care  in  the  rural  areas.” 

Almost  100  UMW  members  had 
come  from  neighboring  Maryland 
and  Virginia  to  help  display  the  post¬ 
ers  and  deliver  the  7,835  post  cards 
written  at  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Assembly  in  Cincinnati  six 
weeks  earlier.  Each  card  was  ad¬ 
dressed  to  an  individual  senator. 
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SOCIAL-ACTION  AWARDS:  Four 

Lee  and  Mae  Ball  Awards  were  presented  dur¬ 
ing  the  Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Ac¬ 
tion’s  recent  national  assembly  in  Portland, 
Ore.  Receiving  posthumous  recognition  was 
Michael  Collins,  a  founder  of  Affirmation,  the 
denominational  gay  and  lesbian  caucus,  who 
died  10  years  ago  of  AIDS.  Others  honored 
were  Cherie  and  Gerald  Garland  of  Ashland, 
Ore.,  human  rights  activists  and  founders  of 
Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(PFLAG);  Dorothy  and  the  Rev.  Alfred  Dale  of 
Bellingham,  Wash.,  social  activists  and  retired 
missionaries  with  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and  the  Rev. 
Jeanne  Knepper  of  Portland,  an  activist  on  the 
gay  rights-ordination  issue. 


SCHOLAR'S  GIFT:  A  former  Crusade 

Scholar  from  Japan  has  made  a  personal  gift  of 

$500  for  scholarships  to  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  Rev. 
Masuo  Kaneko,  who  studied  in  1958-60  at 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  attended  a  recent  reunion  at  the  semi¬ 
nary  and  visited  the  mission  agency  in  New 
York  to  present  the  gift.  Mr.  Kaneko  is  a  pas¬ 
tor  and  director  of  an  orphanage  in  Yugaware, 
Japan.  Crusade  Scholarships  are  given  to  peo¬ 
ple  of  various  racial  and  ethnic  backgrounds 
for  graduate  study. 


Faith  at  work 


60  UM  teams  take  Soviets  love, 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Summertime  means  mission 
work  time  for  United  Methodists 
participating  in  the  Russia  Initia¬ 
tive  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Sixty  United  Methodist  teams 
from  across  the  country  will  have 
shared  Christian  love,  leadership 
skills,  food,  clothing,  medical  re¬ 
lief  and  financial  support  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  independent 
States  by  the  end  of  October. 

14  teams  already  gone 

Fourteen  United  Methodist 
teams  have  made  trips  to  Russia 
and  other  states  of  the  former  So¬ 
viet  Union.  Three  are  overseas 
this  month. 

Forty-six  other  groups  are 
scheduled  to  visit  Russia, 
Ukraine  and  Belarus  by  the  end 
of  October,  said  the  Rev.  R. 
Bruce  Weaver  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  staff. 
He  coordinates  new-mission  de¬ 
velopment  in  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Independent  States. 

He  said  he  expects  the  number 
of  mission  groups  to  increase  after 
he  establishes  new  evangelism  op¬ 


portunities  in  Kazakhstan  in  July. 

The  “window  of  opportunity” 
for  mission  to  that  area  comes 
following  medical  relief  pro¬ 
grams  through  the  mission 
board’s  Health  and  Welfare  De¬ 
partment  and  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief. 

Dr.  Weaver  noted  that  1 1  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  bishops  are  giving 
personal  leadership  in  ministries 
throughout  the  Commonwealth  of 
Independent  States. 

“We  appreciate  the  leadership 
of  all  United  Methodist  bishops 
in  the  Russia  Initiative,”  he  said. 

They  are: 

William  W.  Dew  Jr.  (Portland 
Area) 

Robert  E.  Fannin  (Birmingham 

Area) 

Neil  L.  Irons  (New  Jersey 
Area) 

Edwin  C.  Boulton  (Ohio  East 
Area) 

Raymond  H.  Owen  (San  Anto¬ 
nio  Area) 

J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  (Houston 
Area) 

William  B.  Oden  (Louisiana 
Area) 

Dan  E.  Solomon  (Oklahoma 
Area) 


C.  P.  Minnick  Jr.  (Raleigh,  N. 
C.  Area) 

L.  Bevel  Jones  III  (Charlotte 
Area) 

William  W.  Morris  (Alabama/ 
West  Florida  Area) 

Dr.  Weaver  gave  these  examples 
of  how  local  United  Methodist 
churches  are  creating  programs 
through  the  Russia  Initiative: 

✓  39  groups  are  Partner 
Churches  involved  in  mission 
evangelism.  Dr.  Weaver  de¬ 
scribes  these  groups  as  “followers 
of  St.  Paul”  hoping  to  start  new 
United  Methodist  churches. 
These  persons  first  visit  the  for¬ 
mer  Soviet  Union,  establish  rela¬ 
tionships,  bear  witness  to  God’s 
redeeming  love  in  Jesus  Christ, 
share  faith  experiences  with  the 
people  and  determine  needs  of 
the  community  upon  their  return 
to  the  U.S. 

✓  21  groups  are  Volunteers-in- 
Mission  work  teams.  These 
groups  are  involved  in  such 
things  as  repairing  Russian  Or¬ 
thodox  churches,  repairing  or¬ 
phanages,  erecting  housing  for 
the  elderly  and  doing  other  con¬ 
struction  work  designated  as  hu¬ 
manitarian  projects. 


PHOTO  BY  MIKE  CLEMENTS 


A  beautiful  church  like  this 
notwithstanding,  citizens  of 
the  former  Soviet  Union  need 
help— and  they're  getting  it 
from  U.S.  United  Methodists 
(see  stories  and  graphic). 

“All  of  them  are  sensitive  to 
the  Russian  culture  and  spend 
much  of  their  time  listening  and 
establishing  relationships  with 
their  new  friends,”  said  Dr. 
Weaver.  “Most  of  them  have 


muscle 

made  commitment  to  return  to 
the  Commonwealth  of  Indepen¬ 
dent  States. 

True  'hands-on  ministry' 

“These  groups  truly  represent 
‘hands-on  ministry’  ” 

Dr.  Weaver  told  the  Reporter 
that  Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor, 
who  administers  the  Eurasia 
Area,  and  the  13  United  Method¬ 
ist  missionaries  stationed  there 
have  painted  a  bleak  economic 
picture  of  life  in  the  former 
U.S.S.R. 

“During  two  recent  visits  to 
Russia  this  year,  I  noticed  a  de¬ 
pressing  gloom  creeping  into  the 
hope  that  was  there  last  year,” 
Dr.  Weaver  said. 

“For  example,  in  the  Yekaterin¬ 
burg  area — home  to  our  largest 
United  Methodist  congregation — 
a  35,000-employee  metal  factory 
has  closed  from  May  to  August 
due  to  cuts  in  government  subsi¬ 
dies.  Many  people  are  afraid  that 
it  will  close  permanently. 

“A  new  Russian  friend  may 
evidence  outward  optimism  but 
be  inwardly  struggling  with  daily 
survival  issues.  All  teams  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  be  sensitive  to  these 
conditions.” 


SHARING  SONGS:  Creators  of  new 
Spanish-language  hymnbooks  for  both  Method¬ 
ist  and  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
congregations  have  agreed  to  cooperate  in  com¬ 
piling  a  common  section  of  songs  to  be  shared 
by  both  groups.  Each  denominational  group 
would  have  its  own  worship  services  and 
prayers,  but  the  approximately  400  hyfnns 
would  be  identical,  if  the  agreement  holds.  A 
joint  task  force  of  three  members  from  the 
Methodist  group  and  three  from  the  Disciples 
group  will  begin  negotiations  in  late  June. 

Chair  of  the  Methodist  panel  is  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Elias  Galvan  (Phoenix  Area). 

PRESIDENT  ELECTED:  Dr  Henry  N. 

Tisdale  has  been  elected  president  of  United 
Methodist-related  Clafin  College  in  Orange¬ 
burg,  S.C.  He  succeeds  Dr.  Oscar  A.  Rogers 
Jr.,  who  retires  in  June. 

ALCOHOL  &  DRUG  ISSUES:  United 

Methodists  in  northern  Europe,  where  drug 
and  alcohol  concerns  are  considered  the  gov¬ 
ernment’s  responsibility,  will  hold  a  seminar 
Oct.  7-9  to  involve  the  church  in  addressing 
the  growing  problem.  As  part  of  their  prepara¬ 
tion,  five  planners  of  the  Conference  on  Drugs 
and  Alcohol  scheduled  in  Stockholm,  Sweden, 
visited  the  United  States  in  May  to  attend  the 
first  in  a  series  of  Substance  Abuse  Mission 
Strategy  Training  Seminars. 

PERSONNEL  STUDY:  The  Oklahoma 

Annual  Conference  recently  approved  a  resolu¬ 
tion  calling  for  a  task  force  to  study  personnel 
policies,  procedures  and  practices  as  they  relate 
to  lay  people  employed  by  the  conference,  its 
agencies  and  local  churches  and  to  report  its 
finding  to  the  1995  meeting  of  the  conference. 
The  action  came  at  the  urging  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Tahlequah,  Okla.,  which 
expressed  concern  that  current  personnel  poli¬ 
cies  may  discriminate  against  lay  people. 


Wanna  help ? 
$3,000  buys 
partnership 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

You  don’t  have  to  pack  your 
bags  for  Moscow  to  participate  in 
the  United  Methodist  Russia  Ini¬ 
tiative,  says  the  Rev.  R.  Bruce 
Weaver  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Becoming  a  Russia  “support¬ 
ing  church”  is  as  close  as  your  of¬ 
fering  plates. 

All  your  church  has  to  do  is  pro¬ 
vide  $3,000  in  U.S.  monies  for 
supplemental  salary  support  to  ex¬ 
isting  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  in  a  new  denominational 
region  called  the  Eurasia  Area. 

“In  late  1992  there  were  only 
two  full-time  pastors  in  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Independent 
States,”  Dr.  Weaver  said  in  a  re¬ 
cent  mission  letter. 

“Through  the  generosity  of 
many  U.S.  congregations,  we 
have  enabled  16  of  the  churches 
to  have  full-time  pastors.  We  are 
grateful  for  this  support,  but  as¬ 
sistance  is  still  needed.” 

If  your  church  would  like  to 
become  a  supporting  congrega¬ 
tion  for  a  particular  Russian 
church,  contact  Dr.  Weaver’s  of¬ 
fice  at  (212)  870-3682. 

Financial  gifts  can  also  be  sent 
via  annual  conference  channels 
to  Russia  Initiative,  Advance 
No.  01 1510-1RA. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


United  Methodist  missions  among  former  Soviets  | 


Birmingham 
Episcopal  Area, 
Bishop  Robert  E 
Fannin:  Mission 
teams  delivered 
$1.5  million  worth 
of  medical  supplies 
to  treat  children 
hurt  by  the 
Chernobyl 
nuclear  accident 


United  Methodist 
bishops  in  eleven 
episcopal  areas 
covenant  to  create 
new  missions  in  the 
Commonwealth 
of  Independent 
States.  Here  are 
some  highlights 
of  the  United 
Methodist 
work  across 
the  former 
Soviet 
Union. 
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3.  [Vologda) 

IT 

San  Antonio  Episcopal 

Area,  Bishop  Raymond  K 
Owen:  Teams  are  carrying 
medical  supplies  and 
doing  mission  evangelism. 

fi  IVorenezh  | 

Oklahoma  Episcopal  Area,  Bishop 
Dan  ESotornort  Vorenezh  is  one  of 
seven  mission  sites  for  continued 
development  of  UM  fellowships. 

9.  Tomsk  ] 

Houston  Episcopal  Area,  Bishop 

J.  Woodrow  Hearn:  Medical  staff 
exchanges  between  U.S.  United 
Methodist-related  and  Russian 
hospitals  and  mission  evangelism. 

2.  iSmolenskl 


New  Jersey  Episcopal  Area, 

Bishop  Neil  L  Irons:  Teams  brought 
medical  supplies  and  are  making 
plans  for  UM  fellowships. 


4,  [Serpd<hovl 


Alabama-West  Florida 
Episcopal  Area,  Bishop 
William  W.  Morris:  Six  mission 
evangelism  teams  are  visiting 
several  cities  in  the  region. 


Y,  |  Yerevan  | 


Raleigh,  N.C.  Episcopal  Area,  Bishop 
Carlton  P.  Minnick,  and  Charlotte,  N.C. 
Episcopal  Area,  Bishop  L.  Bevel  Jones  III: 
Work  teams  bringing  humanitarian  supplies, 
distribute  coats  from  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief. 


10. 1  Magadan 


Portland  Episcopal  Area,  Bishop  William 
W.  Dew  Jr.:  Mission  evangelism  with 
descendants  of  prisoners  held  in 
World  War  II  gulags. 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si. 35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  S27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  S20.00  plus  $10.80  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 

PART-TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE  immedi¬ 
ately —  assistant  to  minister  to  children  and  fam¬ 
ilies  in  large,  growing  congregation.  Fax  resume 
to:  (214)  380-9533  or  call  (214)  380-8001. 

must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  adver¬ 
tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT,  large,  grow¬ 

ing  downtown  church.  Candidates  should  possess 

TWELVE  HUNDRED  MEMBER  CHURCH  in 

Columbus.  Ohio  seeking  a  children,  youth,  adult 
Minister/Director  of  Christian  Education.  Re¬ 
sponsibilities  include  a  full  range  of  Christian 
education  work.  Applicant  must  possess  organi¬ 
zational  skill,  ability  to  motivate  laity,  facilitate 

successful  experience  in  fund  raising,  estate  plan¬ 
ning  and  planned  giving  programs.  Good  com¬ 
munication  skills  required.  Send  cover  letter, 
resume  and  references  to:  SPRC  Committee, 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  1820  Broad¬ 
way.  Denver,  CO  80202. 

communication.  Salary  commensurate  with  pro¬ 
fessional  degree  and  experience.  Send  resume: 
Bexley  United  Methodist  Church,  2657  E.  Broad 
Street,  Columbus,  OH  43209. 

PART-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for  choir  and 

established  handbell  programs.  All  age  levels.  Sal¬ 
ary  negotiable.  Interviews  begin  June  27.  Weath¬ 
erford,  TX  (8 1 7)  599-423 1 . 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  1200- 

member  United  Methodist  Church  with  five  vo¬ 
cal,  one  handbell  choirs.  Music  degree  required 
with  experience  in  organ/  choral  conducting.  The 
Director  is  one  of  a  six-member  program  staff. 
The  sanctuary  organ  is  a  1972  Moller  4-manual. 
56-rank  instrument.  Salary  negotiable  depending 
on  experience.  Send  resume/tape  to:  Search  Com- 

FULL-TIME  STAFF  POSITION  open  for  Direc¬ 

tor  of  Music  Ministries  in  a  2400-member  church 
in  Plano,  Texas  (suburb  of  Dallas).  Responsible 
for  adult,  youth,  and  children’s  choirs,  as  well  as 
handbells.  St.  Andrew  United  Methodist  Church, 
1401  Mira  Vista  Blvd.,  Plano,  TX  75093.  Con¬ 
tact  is  Charles  Stokes.  Telephone  (214)  380-8001, 
Fax:  (214)  380-9533. 

Rockford,  IL6U03. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 

Programs  needed  for  2200  +  member  United 
Methodist  Church  near  Houston,  Texas.  Large  chil¬ 
dren’s  program,  active  youth  and  music  ministries. 
Send  resume  to:  Friendswood  United  Methodist 
Church,  attn:  Dr.  David  Hearn,  204  W.  Edgewood, 
Friendswood,  TX  77546.  Fax:  (713)  482-3225. 
Deadline  for  resumes  is  July  29,  1 994. 

COORDINATOR  OF  YOUTH/CHILDREN 

Ministries.  Full-time  ministry  with  children/ 
youth.  Degree/experience.  Job  description  avail¬ 
able.  FUNK:,  P.O.  Box  294,  Madison,  FL  32341. 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST/MUSIC  Associate. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Dothan,  Ala- 

bama.  Large  Moller  3  manual  pipe  organ.  2000  + 
member  congregation.  Dynamic  music  program, 
consisting  of  childrens  choirs,  handchimes,  hand¬ 
bells,  youth  choirs,  2  adult  choirs,  and  orchestra. 
Requires  organ/choral  background.  Advanced  de¬ 
gree  preferred.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate 
with  experience.  Resume,  references  to:  Don 
Hicks.  Music  Search  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1380  West  Main  Street,  Do¬ 
than.  AL  36201.  Telephone:  (205)  793-3555. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MINISTRIES  WITH  Families: 

Full-time  position  starting  September  1994.  Pre¬ 
fer  consecrated  diaconal  minister  or  certified  di¬ 
rector  of  Christian  education  with  two  years  work 
experience.  Responsibilities  include  planning,  di¬ 
recting,  and  implementing  ministries  with  chil¬ 
dren,  youth,  and  families.  Must  be  willing  and 
capable  of  organizing  an  active  youth  ministry. 
Competitive  salary  and  benefits.  For  job  descrip- 
tion  or  to  send  resume  contact:  Dennis 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  TO  WORK  WITH  junior 

high  through  college  ages  in  2000-member  Catali- 

Alexander.  Faith  UMC,  2708  33rd  Avenue  NE, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55418.  (612)  781-3167. 

na  United  Methodist  Church,  Tucson,  AZ. 
$25,000  plus  benefits.  Call  (602)  327-4297. 

FOR  SALE:  COMPLETE  SANCTUARY  furni¬ 

ture.  23-  twelve  foot  cushioned  pews,  commu- 

OPPORTUNITY  IN  APPALACHIA  FOR  Chris¬ 

tian  outreach  to  teenagers.  Red  Bird  Mission 
School  has  a  dormitory  parent  opening  for  com¬ 
mitted  and  caring  individual  or  couple.  Experi¬ 
ence  preferred.  Personnel  Director.  Red  Bird 
Mission.  Beverly.  KY  40913.  (606)  598-3155. 

nion  table,  pulpit,  3  pulpit  chairs,  solid  light  oak, 
excellent  condition.  Contact:  Bill  Edwards  (615) 
537-6014. 

FOR  SALE  ALLEN  PIPE  ORGAN  Price  is  ne¬ 

gotiable.  Call  (409)  637-3655,  10  A.M.-  5  P.M., 
Monday  -  Friday. 

SEEKING  DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  Minis¬ 

tries  to  be  responsible  for  the  day  to  day  operation 
of  the  program  and  age-level  ministries  of  a  diverse 
1700  plus  member  congregation  in  a  university 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (210)  696-702 1  for  information.  | 

nizational  and  communication  skills,  experience  in 
a  team  ministry  concept  and  genuinely  enjoy  peo¬ 
ple.  Bachelor’s  degree  and  experience  preferred. 
Salary  negotiable  based  on  experience  and  training. 
Contact:  Rev.  Jerry  Neel,  201  E.  Hospital  Street, 
Nacogdoches,  TX  7596 1 . 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507. 

Conference  leadership's  letter  promises 
'no  repeat'  of  sexuality  education  workshop 


" Any  future  Sexuality  Enterprise 
Workshops  will  involve  parents  and 
youth  in  keeping  with  the  original 
intent  and  purpose  of  the  guidelines 
in  use  for  more  than  20  years." 

— Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BAIAY 

Associate  Editor 

A  recent  United  Methodist-spon- 
sored  sexuality  education  workshop 
outraged  some  parents  and  clergy  in 
the  church’s  Califomia-Nevada  An¬ 
nual  Conference  and  prompted  swift, 
firm  action  by  conference  officials. 

The  furor  began  after  some  junior 
and  senior  high  youths  who  attend¬ 
ed  a  conference-wide  youth  event 
March  4-6  complained  to  their  par¬ 
ents  that  they  were  shown  nude 
photos  including  couples  engaged  in 
sex,  were  required  to  shout  obsceni¬ 
ties  and  were  encouraged  to  taste 
flavored  condoms. 

About  30  attended 

Of  the  more  than  100  youths  at  the 
Sky  Mountain  Christian  Camp 
northeast  of  Sacramento,  about  30 
attended  the  sex  education  work¬ 
shop,  organizers  said. 

The  workshop,  called  Education 
for  Sexuality  Enterprise,  was  led  by 
volunteer  members  of  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  Education  for  Sexuality  Task 
Force,  which  reports  to  the  confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Discipleship. 

In  addition,  the  task  force  con¬ 
tracted  with  an  educator  from  the 
San  Joaquin  County  AIDS  Founda¬ 
tion,  which  is  not  related  to  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  to  lead 
one  segment  of  the  workshop. 

Shortly  after  the  youth  confer¬ 


ence  ended,  parents  of  1 1  youths 
from  Clovis  (Calif.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  who  attended  the 
weekend  camp  met  with  their  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  Mark  S.  Bollwinkel,  to 
file  a  formal  and  detailed  protest 
with  the  conference. 

Larry  Pearson,  a  volunteer  who 
heads  the  Education  for  Sexuality 
Task  Force,  defended  the  workshop 
in  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  James  H.  Cor¬ 
son,  director  of  the  conference  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries.  Mr.  Pearson  said 
that  the  purpose  of  the  program  was 
unchanged  from  the  early  1 970s. 

Precluded  by  setting 

He  said  parents — who  are  usually 
included — were  not  included  in  the 
Sky  Mountain  workshop  because 
the  remote  youth  conference  set¬ 
ting,  which  included  many  activi¬ 
ties  other  than  the  sex  education 
workshop,  made  that  impossible. 

He  also  said  that  in  the  work¬ 
shop.  youths  learned  technical  ter¬ 


minology  for  reproductive 
processes.  Then  the  youths  recited 
corresponding  slang  words  in  uni¬ 
son  to  “help  take  away  the  power  of 
some  of  the  ‘forbidden’  words.” 

This  may  have  been  what  the 
Clovis  parents  called  “shouting  ob¬ 
scenities,”  Mr.  Pearson  said. 

The  pictures,  some  with  nude 
people  and  a  few  with  sexual  activi¬ 
ty,  were  part  of  a  picture  quiz,  he 
said,  which  also  contained  many 
photos  of  fully  clothed  people  in  ev¬ 
eryday  settings.. 

The  AIDS  instructor  asked  for  per¬ 
mission  to  distribute  condoms,  Mr. 
Pearson  said,  which  was  granted. 

After  conference  officials  investi¬ 
gated  the  sexuality  education  work¬ 
shop,  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert 
(San  Francisco  Area)  said  it  was 
clear  that  mistakes  were  made  and 
that  the  parents,  youths  and  pastor 
at  Clovis  were  justified  in  the  con¬ 
cerns  they  raised. 


In  a  letter  to  all  Califomia-Neva¬ 
da  conference  clergy  and  diaconal 
ministers,  the  bishop  said,  “We 
must  not  have  a  repeat  of  what  hap¬ 
pened  on  that  weekend.” 

The  bishop’s  letter,  while  affirm¬ 
ing  sexuality  education  in  church 
settings  and  the  work  of  many  dedi¬ 
cated  leaders,  said  in  part: 

■  The  modified  version  of  the 
workshop  used  at  the  youth  confer¬ 
ence,  which  precluded  parental  par¬ 
ticipation,  will  not  be  used  again. 

“Any  future  Sexuality  Enterprise 
Workshops  will  involve  parents  and 
youth  in  keeping  with  the  original 
intent  and  purpose  of  the  guidelines 
in  use  for  more  than  20  years,”  the 
letter  said. 

■  Workshops  will  be  discontin¬ 
ued  until  the  conference  Board  of 
Discipleship  has  reviewed  and  ap¬ 
proved  the  curriculum  content  and 
design. 

■  Future  workshops  “will  not  con¬ 
tract  out  for  leadership  of  any  seg¬ 
ment  without  retaining  complete 
control  of  every  element.” 

In  an  interview  with  the  Reporter, 
Pastor  Bollwinkel  said  he  was  very 
pleased  with  the  way  conference  of¬ 
ficials  had  handled  the  situation. 

He  said  that  he  fully  supports  “re¬ 
sponsible  and  appropriate  sexuality 
education”  in  the  church. 

“We  love  our  church,”  he  said, 
“and  our  conference.” 
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HOCKING  HILLS  STATE  PARK,  Ohio— Larry  Eveland,  known  as 
Ayapia,  a  storyteller  of  the  Shawandasse,  calls  youths  to  an  after¬ 
noon  of  traditional  stories  at  Ash  Cave  (see  accompanying  story  at 
right). 


Native  American 
faith  traditions  may 
help  troubled  teens 


By  TOM  SLACK 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

HOCKING  HILLS  STATE 
PARK,  Ohio — A  recent  weekend  of 
storytelling  in  the  southeastern 
Ohio  hills  brought  together  Native 
American  adults  and  youths  from 
12  states  to  celebrate  their  heritage 
and  to  develop  the  teen-agers’  lead¬ 
ership  skills. 

Sponsored  by  the  northeast  re¬ 
gion  of  the  Native  American  Inter¬ 
national  Caucus,  the  event  began 
with  tribal  storytellers  and  work¬ 
shops.  Later  the  youths  were  en¬ 
couraged  to  tell  personal  stories. 

The  group  of  nearly  20  visited  a 
cave  where,  for  centuries,  the  True 
South  Wind  People  had  held  tribal 
councils.  There  the  group  heard  tra¬ 
ditional  Native  American  stories  by 
Neeake  (United  Methodist  pastor 
Fred  Shaw)  of  the  Shawnee  Nation 
United  Remnant  Band,  and  Ayapia 
(Larry  Eveland),  also  a  Shawnee. 

Nathan's  life 

In  later  workshops,  adults  and 
youths  passed  a  “talking  stick”  and 
shared  their  own  stories  of  personal 
and  family  crises,  including  drug  and 
alcohol  addiction,  violence,  racism 
and  suicides  of  friends  and  peers. 

One  young  man,  who  identified 
himself  only  as  Nathan,  recounted 
his  life  in  a  variety  of  foster  homes. 
He  said  some  foster  families  called 
him  evil  because  of  his  brown  skin, 
and  different  faith  groups  baptized 
him  seven  times. 

As  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  he 
joined  the  U.S.  Marines,  where  he 
started  using  drugs  and  alcohol. 


Substance  abuse  later  cost  him  his 
wife,  children  and  several  good 
jobs,  he  said. 

When  he  finally  reconnected  with 
his  family  and  heritage,  he  helped 
found  the  Native  Youth  Alliance  in 
Silver  Spring,  Md.  The  group  helps 
place  children  in  homes  where  their 
spiritual,  cultural  and  traditional  ties 
to  family  and  tribes  are  respected. 

As  stories  were  told,  adult  leaders 
helped  identify  ways  to  draw  on 
their  culture  and  Christian  faith  to 
overcome  obstacles. 

Communion  service 

The  Rev.  Mary  Jane  Fullerton,  a 
Delaware-Seneca  from  Western 
Pennsylvania,  led  a  service  of  Holy 
Communion  combining  United 
Methodist  and  traditional  Native 
American  symbols. 

She  used  liturgy  from  the  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Worship,  music 
from  Voices,  a  Native  American 
United  Methodist  worship  book, 
and  smoke  of  cedar,  sweet  grass  and 
sage. 

The  Northeast  Region  of  the  Na¬ 
tive  American  caucus  includes  29 
United  Methodist  annual  (regional) 
conferences  in  21  states. 

A  follow-up  gathering  for  youths 
is  being  planned  for  fall,  according 
to  regional  chairman  Blair  Gilbert, 
a  Chippewa-Cherokee  from  Lans- 
dale,  Pa. 

Mr.  Slack  is  communications  di¬ 
rector  for  the  United  Methodist 
West  Ohio  Annual  Conference  and 
editor  of  West  Ohio  News. 


'With  Honors'  is  a  movie  that  will  preach 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

The  movie  "With  Honors”  has 
not  been  particularly  well  received 
by  most  film  critics,  but  this  may 
tell  you  more  about  the  critics  than 
it  does  about  the  movie. 

Many  critics,  it  seems,  loathe  any 
movie  which  plainly  teaches  moral 
lessons. 

“With  Honors”  appears  at  a  time 
when  the  nation  seems  to  be  tired  of 
seeing  the  homeless  and  less  in¬ 
clined  to  do  anything  about  the 
forces  which  keep  putting  people  on 
the  streets. 

Centers  on  Harvard  seniors 

“With  Honors”  centers  around 
four  roommate  seniors  at  Harvard 
and  their  encounter  with  a  homeless 
man  (played  by  Joe  Pesci). 

These  bright  young  men  and 
women  are  obsessed  with  securing 
their  niche  in  the  hierarchies  of  gov¬ 
ernment  and  medicine  but  are  far 
from  pampered  or  happy. 

For  at  least  two  of  this  foursome, 
anxiety  seems  to  be  the  central 
theme  of  their  lives. 

They  worry  about  how  they  will 
pay  the  rent  and  how  they  will  ever 
finish  their  senior  thesis.  They  wor¬ 
ry  about  pleasing  professors  far 
more  than  about  learning  anything. 

Gore  Vidal  is  far  from  subtle  as 
Brendan  Fraser’s  intimidating, 
pompous  professor.  Joe  Pesci,  how¬ 
ever,  plays  the  homeless  Simon 
with  real  grace,  evoking  the  mixture 
of  intelligence,  tragedy  and  fierce 
independence  found  in  many  who 
live  on  the  streets. 

The  younger  actors  (Fraser, 
Moira  Kelly,  Patrick  Dempsey  and 
Josh  Hamilton)  are  quite  good  at 
evoking  college  life  in  all  its  joy  and 
shortsightedness. 

Students  terrified,  blind 

They  help  us  see  how  terrified 
students  can  be  of  failing  and  how 
blind  they  can  become  to  the  suffer¬ 
ing  of  others. 

As  Fraser  builds  a  relationship 
with  Pesci,  the  philosopher-bum,  and 
a  romance  with  Moira  Kelly,  a  long¬ 
time  friend,  he  discovers  that  some 
things  are  more  honorable  than  re¬ 
ceiving  honors  and  accolades. 

In  a  way  that  did  not  seem  maud¬ 
lin,  this  film  preaches  that  compas¬ 
sion  and  honesty  are  more 
important  than  achievement. 

What  saves  the  story  from  cheap 
sentimentality  is  its  refusal  to  pret¬ 
ty-up  reality. 

Simon  is  smart,  but  he  also 
drinks  too  much. 

Extending  help  to  the  homeless 


Review 


Fraser  discovers  that  some  things  are  more 
honorable  than  receiving  honors  and  accolades.  In  a 
way  that  did  not  seem  maudlin,  this  film  preaches 
that  compassion  and  honesty  are  more  important 
than  achievement. 


may  inspire  ire  among  your  room¬ 
mates,  we  are  reminded,  not  admi¬ 
ration. 

Interrupting  your  studies  to  help 
a  dying  friend  may  cost  you  a  grade. 

Go  to  see  the  son  you  abandoned 
long  ago,  and  he  may  refuse  to 
speak  to  you. 

Not  so  good  for  church 

The  church  does  not  come  off 
looking  particularly  good  in  this 
film.  Neither  the  students  nor  the 
homeless  seem  to  have  gotten  much 
guidance  from  any  religious  institu¬ 


tion,  and  the  churches  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  are  not  seen  extending  any 
charity. 

When  Fraser  goes  to  one  church 
he  is  assured  that  “this  parish  has 
never  had  anything  like  a  shelter 
here.”  3 

This  is,  regrettably,  one  more  in¬ 
stance  of  Hollywood’s  neglect  of 
faith  communities.  Where  do  you 
go  in  most  towns  if  you  need  food, 
clothing,  or  shelter?  You  go  to  a 
church. 

“With  Honors”  missed  a  chance 
to  show  us  the  real  depth  of  our  so- 


vivij  j  JUI  1  -  UUDUI  pi  lull,  V.  IIUI  UIC3 

seeking  to  start  soup  kitchens,  half¬ 
way  houses,  group  homes  for  the 
helpless  and  shelters  for  the  home¬ 
less  are  increasingly  opposed  by 
their  neighbors  for  doing  so. 

Nonetheless,  “With  Honors”  up¬ 
holds  some  downright  moral  no¬ 
tions:  That  sex  should  be  more  than 
a  loveless  recreational  sport,  that  fa¬ 
thers  should  not  desert  their  wives 
and  children  and  that  success  is  less 
important  than  goodness. 

For  any  shortcomings  this  movie 
may  have,  this  story  will  preach. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Bay 
Shore  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Long  Island  and  frequently  reviews 
films  and  television  for  the  Report¬ 
er.  The  Reporter  offers  media  re¬ 
views  to  help  readers  assess  the 
merit  of  various  media  offerings 
from  a  Christian  perspective.  Views 
presented  are  those  of  the  reviewer 
and  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
newspaper. 
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Harvard  senior  Monty,  played  by  actor  Brendan  Fraser,  listens  as  his  unlikely  homeless  friend  Simon 
Wilder,  played  by  |oe  Pesci,  uses  the  United  States  Constitution  to  make  a  point  in  “With  Honors." 


What's  the  Good  Word? 


By  Robert  E.  Parker 


Forgive 


In  the  Lord’s  prayer  we  ask  God  to  “forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  those  who  trespass  against  us.”  However,  it  isn’t  always  easy  to 
forgive.  When  we  no  longer  feel  resentment  toward  someone  who  has 
offended  us,  we  have  truly  forgiven  them. 

Jesus  forgave  us,  asking  his  Father  to  do  the  same.  “Father  forgive 
them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do,”  he  said,  compassionately  ask¬ 
ing  God  to  pardon  us,  not  to  punish  us.  His  death  freed  us  from  the 
consequences  of  our  guilt. 

Forgive  derives  from  the  Middle  English  forgiven, which  evolved 
from  the  Old  English  forgifan  (forgifan  =  to  give).  The  concept  really 
involves  giving.  Giving  up  resentment,  giving  someone  another 
chance. 


UM  radio  show  takes 
Presbyterian  partners 


NASHVILLE — In  a  move  per¬ 
haps  denoted  by  its  very  name,  the 
“Passages”  radio  show  recently  en¬ 
tered  a  new  stage  of  affiliation. 

Officials  of  United  Methodist 
Communications,  based  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  and  Presbyterian  Media  Mis¬ 
sion  in  Pittsburgh  have  announced 
the  start  of  an  initial  six-month  co¬ 
operative  venture  exploring  possi¬ 
ble  partnership  in  the 
award-winning  weekly  radio  pro¬ 
gram. 

Bill  Wolfe,  a  media  consultant  and 
producer  affiliated  with  UMCom’s 
radio  ministries  unit,  said  the  pro¬ 
posed  partnership  “has  all  the  poten¬ 
tial  of  increasing  the  number  of 
stations,  listeners  and  funds  to  sup¬ 
port  ‘Passages’  in  a  way  that  can  only 
be  good  for  everyone  involved.” 

United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  will  contribute  funding,  pro¬ 
duction  consultation  and  active 
marketing  of  the  program,  accord¬ 


ing  to  Bill  Richards,  director  of  the 
organization’s  radio  ministries. 

"Passages,”  in  production  since 
1981,  is  available  to  an  estimated  3 
million  listeners.  It  is  carried  on 
125  stations  nationwide,  the  Armed 
Forces  Overseas  Radio/TV  System 
(320  outlets),  Soldiers  Satellite  Net¬ 
work  and  the  DX  short-wave  net¬ 
work  in  16  countries  outside  the 
United  States. 

The  Rev.  Dennis  C.  Benson, 
founder  of  Presbyterian  Media  Mis¬ 
sion  which  produces  and  markets 
“Passages,”  describes  it  as  a  “very 
grass-roots”  show  that  provides  or¬ 
dinary  people  “an  outlet  to  tell  what 
God  has  done  for  them.” 

Winner  of  two  1992  Gabriel 
Awards  for  the  best  syndicated  radio 
program  in  the  nation,  “Passages” 
has  been  credited  by  the  Rev.  John 
Silbert,  board  president  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  organization,  as  being  “un¬ 
matched  in  the  entire  country.” 


More  youths  applying 
for  mission  programs 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

When  Joanne  Reich  was  a  mis¬ 
sion  intern  in  Jerusalem  in  1990, 
she  was  tear-gassed  and  nearly  shot 
during  the  tumultuous  aftermath  of 
an  incident  at  Temple  Mount, 
where  Israeli  police  killed  at  least 
19  Palestinians. 

Not  all  young  adults  serving  The 
United  Methodist  Church  have 
such  unnerving  experiences.  Nor  do 
they  decide — as  Ms.  Reich  did — to 
make  mission  work  a  career. 

But  the  number  of  applications  to 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  mission- 
intern  and  US-2  programs  for 
young  adults  has  increased  in  recent 
years. 

Ken  Guest,  youth  coordinator  for 
the  board’s  World  Division,  attri¬ 
butes  the  rise  to  a  weakened  job 
market,  stronger  campus-ministries 
programs  and  “a  whole  reinvestiga¬ 
tion  of  values.” 

Nondenominational  groups  have 
tapped  into  “that  kind  of  urge  and 
yearning  that  young  people  have  for 
how  they  put  their  faith  into  ac¬ 


tion,”  he  points  out.  Now,  he  says, 
United  Methodism  must  do  the 
same. 

Ms.  Reich,  who  grew  up  an  active 
member  of  Bridgewater  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bridgewater, 
N.J.,  was  looking  for  a  way  to  com¬ 
bine  her  interests  in  economics  and 
mission  work  when  she  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  US-2s.  That’s  a  two- 
year  service  program  for  20-  to 
30-year-olds  at  church-related  insti¬ 
tutions  or  organizations. 

She  was  placed  as  a  bookkeeper 
at  a  children’s  home  in  1988-90  and 
was  considering  future  options 
when  Bob  Walton,  youth  coordina¬ 
tor  for  the  mission  board’s  National 
Division,  suggested  she  continue  in 
the  mission  intern  program.  Mis¬ 
sion  interns  serve  1 8  months  inter¬ 
nationally  and  18  months  at  a  U.S. 
project. 

Usually,  Mr.  Guest  says,  US-2s 
are  not  particularly  encouraged  to 
become  mission  interns  as  a  step¬ 
ping  stone  to  full-time  missionary 
service. 

“The  goal  of  these  programs  is  to 
develop  leaders  for  the  church  as  a 
whole,”  he  explains. 


Worldwide  favorite  was 
originally  penned  for  book 

Jesus  loves  me!  This  I  know. 

For  the  Bible  tells  me  so; 

Little  ones  to  him  belong; 

They  are  weak,  but  he  is  strong. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 


History 
of  Hymns 


This  hymn  was  part  of  a  novel  en¬ 
titled  Say  and  Seal,  written  in  1860 
by  two  sisters,  Anna  and  Susan 
Warner. 

Main  characters  in  the  novel  were 
John  Linden,  a  young  man;  Faith 
Derrick,  his  fiancee,  and  Johnny 
Fax,  a  lad,  the  victim  of  a  lingering 
illness. 

Linden  was  Johnny’s  Sunday 
school  teacher,  and  he  and  Faith 
spent  a  great  deal  of  time  with 
Johnny.  Toward  the  end  of  the  nov¬ 
el,  Johnny  asked  Linden  to  pick 
him  up  and  hold  him. 

Clutching  the  feverish  boy  in  his 
arms,  Linden  walked  back  and 
forth,  and  the  swaying  motion 
seemed  to  calm  and  relax  the  lad. 

Looking  up  into  Linden’s  face, 
Johnny  said  quietly,  “Sing  to  me.” 
So  Linden  began  to  sing  softly,  “Je¬ 
sus  loves  me!  This  I  know.”  A  few 
hours  later  Johnny  died. 

Rather  than  use  a  familiar  hymn 
for  this  scene  in  the  novel,  Anna 
Warner  wrote  a  hymn  of  four  stan¬ 
zas.  Today  the  hymn  is  enthusiasti¬ 
cally  sung,  especially  by  children. 

The  talented  daughters  of  a  New 


York  lawyer,  Anna  and  Susan 
Warner  lived  on  Constitution  Is¬ 
land  in  the  Hudson  River  at  West 
Point,  N.Y.  Their  literary  careers 
brought  them  fame  and  fortune.  Be¬ 
tween  them  they  wrote  more  than 
70  books. 

For  years  the  sisters  taught  a  Sun¬ 
day  school  class  in  their  home  for 
West  Point  cadets.  Each  Sunday  the 
boys  would  crowd  into  the  family  sit¬ 
ting  room,  sing  heartily  some  famil¬ 
iar  hymns  accompanied  by  a  small 
reed  organ,  then  engage  in  the  Bible 
study  taught  by  one  of  the  sisters. 

William  B.  Bradbury,  famous  New 
York  composer  and  publisher,  com¬ 
posed  in  1861  the  music  we  sing  with 
these  words.  The  hymn  has  been 
translated  into  many  languages  and  is 
sung  around  the  world. 

Karl  Barth,  the  world-renowned 
20th  Century  theologian,  was  asked 
one  day  what  he  considered  the 
greatest  theological  discovery  of  his 
life.  He  smiled  and  replied: 

Jesus  loves  me!  This  l  know. 

For  the  Bible  tells  me  so. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

“O  Say,  Can  You  See" 
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Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home 

is  'for  the  birds' 


Jim  McDaniel,  CENTER,  a  volunteer,  is  shown  as  he  instructed 
youths  in  techniques  of  assembling  bird  houses.  The  young  people 
enjoyed  the  project.  With  the  guidance  of  Mr.  McDaniel,  they  con¬ 
structed  several  of  the  little  houses  and  created  a  bluebird  trail  in 
the  Outdoor  Wilderness  Learning  Center  at  the  home.  What  could 
be  more  beautiful  than  a  flock  of  bluebirds? 


Volunteer  helps  youth  to  assemble  bird  houses 
create  first  bluebird  trail  at  Ruston  home 

Many  people  contribute  to  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  of  Ruston  in  various  ways. 

One  unique  gift  of  time  and  talent  was  “for  the  birds.”  After  reading  an  article  by  Glynn  Harris  in  the  Monroe 
News  Star  World  about  the  home’s  Outdoor  Wilderness  Learning  Center,  Jim  McDaniel,  who  is  pictured  in  the 
photo  on  the  left,  volunteered  to  make  a  contribution  in  his  own  special  way. 

Mr.  McDaniel  purchased  materials,  went  to  the  home  and  helped  several  of  the  youth  assemble  bird  houses. 
They  also  created  our  first  bluebird  trail. 

Other  persons  who  want  to  make  contributions  to  the  children’s  outdoor  center  may  call  or  write  Kyle  Birch, 
assistant  director  of  development,  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  901  S.  Vienna,  P.  O.  Box  929,  Ruston,  LA  71273- 
0929;  phone,  (318)255-5020. 


Celebrate  Christmas  during  the  summer  or  fall  this  year! 


Wouldn’t  it  be  wonderful  to  celebrate  Christmas  all  year  long?  Christmas  is  the  most  exciting  and  magical  time  on 
our  campus.  We  are  thankful  for  all  the  gifts  and  donations  the  children  receive. 

Over  the  past  several  years,  we  have  been  fortunate  to  receive  gifts  from  churches  and  organizations  who  remem¬ 
ber  us  during  the  summer  and  fall  months.  They  sponsor  the  home  and  provide  their  members  with  an  occasion  to  do 
something  wonderful  for  God’s  children. 

Many  of  them  use  the  “Christmas  in  July”  (or  August,  September  or  October)  theme.  This  is  a  creative  idea  that 
can  be  used  in  vacation  bible  schools,  youth  groups,  Sunday  school  classes  or  social  organizations.  In  the  past,  we 
have  been  blessed  with  angel  trees,  sock  trees,  game  trees  and  money  trees.  On  this  page  we  have  listed  items  that 
are  currently  needed  in  the  home. 

Christmas  in  the  summer  is  an  important  program  that  helps  the  children  receive  items  that  are  badly  needed. 
Your  church  or  organization  can  be  a  sponsor  of  a  tree  this  year. 

Anyone  interested  may  call  (318)  255-5020  and  ask  for  the  Development  Department.  A  representative  of  the 
home  will  personally  work  with  you  and  provide  any  information  or  assistance  that  may  be  needed. 


A  SPECIAL  NEED  . . . 


In  working  with  emotionally  dis¬ 
turbed  children,  one  has  to  use  tech¬ 
niques  that  are  not  applied  in  the 
usual  sense.  For  instance,  the  use  of 
the  swimming  pool  would  be  con¬ 
sidered  recreational  for  children  of 
many  families.  However,  with  our 
residents,  even  though  it  might  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  recreational,  it  is  in  fact 
prescribed  and  utilized  as  a  thera¬ 
peutic  resource. 

The  pool  with  all  of  the  activities 
surrounding  its  use  can  do  more 
healing  of  troubled  minds  than  psy¬ 
chiatric  sessions.  In  fact,  it  makes 
the  beginning  of  a  trust  relationship 
possible. 

Everything  we  do  has  a  purpose 
in  developing  a  sense  of  self-worth 
and  trust.  The  children  have  to  feel 
good  about  themselves  and  trust  the 
adults  here,  before  they  are  able  to 
learn  the  Christ-like  lifestyle  which 
we  want  to  teach.  Because  of  their 
past  traumatizing  experiences,  we 
have  to  use  equally  powerful  means 
to  turn  their  lives  around.  This  is 
why  we  require  the  physical  plant 
we  have,  such  as  the  gymnasium 


and  the  swimming  pool. 

At  present,  we  are  able  to  use  the 
pool  Five  or  six  months  of  the  year, 
depending  upon  the  weather.  The 
pool  is  a  wonderful  resource  that 
just  sits  there  at  least  half  of  the 
year.  With  a  pool  enclosure,  we 
could  utilize  it  at  as  much  as  nine  or 
ten  months. 


By  making  people  aware  of  the 
needs  and  possibilities,  perhaps 
someone  will  provide  the  necessary 
funds. 

Anyone  interested  in  assisting 
with  this  project  may  contact  Terrel 
J.  DeVille,  the  executive  director,  at 
the  home. 


WISHH5T  NEED  LIST  -  YOU  CAN  HELP  _ _ _ _ — — 

For  years  we  have  printed  a  wish  list.  The  list  is  actually  more  than  that.  In  most  cases  it  is  a  NE 


Appliances 

Washing  Machines 
(Heavy  Duty) 

Dryers 

(Heavy  Duty  -  Elec.) 

Irons 

Vacuum  Cleaners 
Floor  Buffer 

Household 

Kitchen  Towels 
Pot  Holders 
Large  Throw  Pillows 
Alarm  Clocks 
Bean  Bag  Chairs 
Pillow  Cases 
Towels  &  Washcloths 
Table  Lamps 
Twin  Bed  Sheets 
(extra  long  -  39"  x  80") 

Blankets 

(24)  Blue  Twin  Bed  Spreads 
(2)  End  Tables 
Bar  Stools 

Kitchen 

Electric  Can  Openers 
Blenders  Commercial 
Electric  Knives 
Food  Processor 
Large  Crockpot 
Stoneware  Dishes 
(16  -  20  set) 

F.jectric  Coffee  Pot 
Microwave  Oven 
Pancake  Grill 
Chicago  Cutlery  Knives 

Cash  is  always  acceptable! 


Video  &  Audio 
Equipment 

25"  TV  for  Children’s  residence 
Homes  use 
Boom  Boxes 

VCR  Movies  (educational) 

VCR  Exercise  Tapes 
Video  Cart 

Christian  Video  Tapes/Movies 
Christian  Music  CD’s 
Overhead  Projector 
Video  Projector 
1  Television  for  School 
Education/Game  Disks  for 
Tandy,  Apple  2E  or  IBM 
Portable  1/2"  VHS  Recorder 

For  Our  Girls  &  Boys 

Personal  Items  and  Toiletries 

Shampoo 

Conditioner 

Deodorant 

Tooth  Brushes 

Toothpaste 

Soaps 

Safety  Razors 

Shaving  Cream 

Combs 

Brushes 

Dictionaries 

Board  Games 

Cards 

Stuffed  Animals 
Card  Table  &  Chairs 
Cameras 
Radios 

Hair  Dryers  &  Curlers 
•Sunday  School  supplies 


New  Clothing  For 
School  Age  Children 
(10  yrs  &  up) 

Large  Sleep  Shirts 
Socks 
Shorts 
Jeans 
T-Shirts 
Gloves 
Jackets 
Windbrcakers 
Large  Sweat  Shirts 
Lady  Size  Clothing  Sizes  9,  10 
and  up 

School  Supplies 

Blank  Cassette  Tapes 

Note  Paper 

Stationary 

Notebooks 

Pens 

Pencils 

Loose  Leaf  Paper 
Computer  Software 
Apple  &  IBM 
Construction  Paper 
Washable  Colored  Markers 
Dry  Erase  Board 
Paints  and  Brush  Sets 
Roll  of  Paper 
Graph  Paper 
Typing  Paper 
Globe 

Bulletin  Boards 

Recreational 

Bar  B  Q  Grills 
Basketballs 


FootbalLs 
Softball  Gloves 
Volleyball  Nets 
Free  Weights 

Outdoor  Wilderness 
Program 

Building  MatcriaLs 
Play  Ground  Equipment 
Fertilizer 

7’  Steel  T  Fence  Post 
48"  Field  Wire 
16’  Steel  Gates 
Camping  Equipment 
Tents 

Sleeping  Bags 
Campers 

Livestock  Portable  PancLs 
Feed  Troughs 
Livestock  Trailer 

Maintenance 

Power  Tools 

Chain  Saw 

Electric  Skill  Saw 

Electric  or  Battery  Drill 

Hand  Tools 

Screwdrivers 

Combination  Wrenches 

Socket  Set 

Hammers 

Router 

Router  Tabic 

Tractor 

Bulldozer 

Farm  Equipment 

New  or  Used  TooLs 
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God  was  there  as  United  Methodists  in  State 
gathered  for  1994  Annual  Conference 


A 

Conference 
of  shared  listening 


I  ■*. 

Bishop  William  Oden 


What  a  great  Annual  Conference!  Debate?  Yes.  Disagreement?  By 
all  means.  But  the  Conference  stayed  with  the  issues  and  did  not  per¬ 
sonalize  them.  It  was  a  listening  Conference.  We  dealt  with  some  of  the 
most  divisive  issues  since  I  have  been  a  bishop  —  yet  the  Conference 
was  not  in  any  way  divisive.  As  one  lay  leader  said,  “We  are  maturing 
in  our  ability  to  disagree."  While  this  is  true,  let  it  also  be  noted  that 
we  went  beyond  maturity.  There  was  a  true  spirit  of  unity  in  our  midst. 

The  worship  services  never  touched  the  ground.  The  worship  com¬ 
mittee  did  a  tremendous  job!  The  preaching  was  alive  and  forceful.  The 
theme  “God  is  Here"  was  beautifully  developed.  The  ordination  was 
especially  powerful.  As  one  pastor  wrote: 

When  the  final  notes  came  from  Judy  Loehr  and  the  ministers 
choir,  and  the  organ  trumpets  ceased  at  the  top  of  the  closing  cre¬ 
scendo  ...  the  cheers  and  “amens”  throughout  the  sanctuary 
sounded  like  a  last-minute  winning  touchdown  had  been  scored. 

There  was  a  sense  of  grace  that  prevailed  over  the  Conference,  and  it 
was  powerful.  It  was  true  Christian  community.  We  were  very  close  to 
what  Father  John  meant  by  “conferencing.” 


The  ministry  of  Carolyn  Dove,  who  resigned  as  Conference  youth 
coordinator  after  seven  years,  is  praised  by  Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  at  lec¬ 
tern,  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  executive  director,  Bishop 
Oden,  right,  in  his  Episcopal  Address,  youth  and  adult  leaders 
Dove,  wearing  the  striped  dress,  is  surrounded  by  the  youths  in  this 
tribute  at  Annual  Conference. 


Greetings  from  First  Methodist  Church  in  Ekaterinburg,  Russia, 
were  brought  to  Annual  Conference  by  the  daughter  of  Lydia  Isto¬ 
mina,  the  church's  lay  pastor.  FROM  LEFT,  are  Marilyn  Oden,  Rus¬ 
sian  Initiative  chair;  Julia  Istomina;  fames  Gillespie  and  Jim 
Waddell,  both  of  Shreveport,  who  visited  the  church  this  year  and 
reported  at  Conference.  The  delegates  voted  to  contribute 
$100,000  toward  the  Russian  church  building,  from  offerings  to  be 
made  in  September. 


United  Methodist  Women  and  United  Methodist  Men  both  honored 
outstanding  members  at  Annual  Conference.  Conference  UMW  of¬ 
ficer,  Lottie  Palazzo  of  Metairie  presents  clergy  member,  Rev.  Bar¬ 
bara  Duke,  pastor.  First  UMC,  Berwick,  with  a  Special  Mission 
Recognition  pin.  LEFT,  is  Conference  UMW  officer,  Marie  Young  of 
West  Monroe.  Ron  Sarver,  RIGFIT,  Conference  UMM  president, 
presents  Jay  Hinckley  with  the  annual  UMM  award.  Hinckley,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Ruston  District  UMM,  is  newly  elected  vice  president  of 
Conference  UMM. 


The  altar  of  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  took  on  an  international  look 
for  the  special  emphasis  on  missions  held  the  first  evening  of  the 
Conference,  June  6.  Attired  in  red  robes  were  members  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Youth  Choir,  ABOVE,  directed  by  Dr.  Sara  Lynn  Baird,  mu¬ 
sic  director,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and  accompanied  by  McCoy 
Ransom,  organist,  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston.  Flower  arrangements, 
ferns,  candles  and  altar  cloths  added  to  the  beauty  of  the  already 
magnificent  church. 


In  a  historic  move.  Dr.  Samuel 
DuBois  Cooke,  LEFT,  president 
of  Dillard  University,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  and  Dr.  Kenneth  L. 
Schwab,  president  of  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport,  signed  an 
agreement  at  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  providing  for  student  ex¬ 
changes.  Students  enrolled  at 
either  institution  of  higher 
learning  may  take  classes  at  the 
other  college  on  a  semester  ex¬ 
change  basis. 


Family  and  friends  visit  with 
Rev.  Terilynn  Russ,  in  the  photo 
on  the  left,  at  a  reception  held 
after  the  service  in  which  she 
and  others  were  ordained  el¬ 
ders.  As  a  child  she  slipped  into 
church  when  it  was  empty  and 
sang  and  preached.  "Now  I  have 
keys,"  she  declared  during’  a 
session  when  elders  addressed 
the  Conference.  Associate  pas¬ 
tor  at  St.  Paul's  UMC,  Monroe, 
she  moved  from  a  career  in  tele¬ 
vision  to  the  ministry. 


Rev.  Isiah  Lee  Jr. 


Dr.  Charles  Simmons  Dr.  Theresa  McConnell  Dr.  Theodore  Walker  Jr. 


Ministers'  school  will  focus 
on  spirituality  and  sexuality 


Bishop  Oden  officiated  at  the 
Consecration  of  Diaconal  Minis¬ 
ters,  Lusinda  T.  Warren  of  Baton 
Rouge,  ABOVE,  and  Carolyn  Orr 
Foster  of  Slidell,  not  pictured.  J. 
Sidney  Montegudo  Jr.  is  chair  of 
Conference  Board  of  Diaconal 
Ministry. 


With  the  resignation  of  Judge 
Carl  Stewart  of  Shreveport  as 
Conference  lay  leader,  O.  Fred 
Loy  Jr.,  ABOVE,  of  Baton  Rouge 
moved  into  the  position  as  lead¬ 
er  of  the  Conference  laity. 


The  Rev.  Isiah  M.  Lee  Jr.,  dean 
of  the  1994  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Ministers’  School,  and  the 
board  of  managers  have  selected 
speakers  and  study  subjects.  “Spiri¬ 
tuality  and  Sexuality”  is  the  theme 
for  the  school  scheduled  July  1 1  to 
14  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  The  school  is  sponsored  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  whose  chair  is  T.  Edward 
Boyd  Jr. 

Dr.  Theodore  Walker  Jr.,  asso¬ 
ciate  professor  of  ethics  and  society 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
SMU,  will  focus  on  “Sexuality  and 
Spirituality  from  a  Theological  Per¬ 
spective.” 

His  doctorate  degree  is  from  the 
University  of  Notre  Dame  where  he 
majored  in  theological  inquiry.  His 
book  Empower  the  People:  Social 
Ethics  for  the  African-American 
Church  was  published  by  Orbis 
Books.  He  has  contributed  to  other 
books  and  has  written  articles  for  a 
variety  of  publications. 

Conference  member 

A  member  of  the  Louisiana-Con-  - 
ference,  Dr.  M.  Theresa  McConnell 
is  another  lecturer  for  the  school.  As 
clinical  social  worker  with  Dallas 
Child  Guidance  Clinic  she  provides 
family  and  individual  therapy  for 
children,  adolescents  and  adults.  As 
medical  social  worker  with  Com¬ 
prehensive  Home  Health  Services 
in  Mesquite,  she  provides  psychoso¬ 
cial  assessments  and  serves  as  an 
advocate  for  clients  with  state  and 
county  agencies. 

She  will  focus  on  the  topic, 
“Woman  and  Sexuality  and  Wom¬ 
en  and  Spirituality.”  She  holds  a 
doctor  of  ministry  in  pastoral  coun¬ 
seling  from  SMU  and  a  master  of 
science  in  social  work  from  Univer- 

New  videos 
are  available 

Two  popular,  new  video-tape  se¬ 
ries  are  available  in  the  Conference 
Resource  Center,  which  provides 
audio-visuals  for  Conference 
churches  who  desire  to  use  them. 

The  Conference  Resource  Center 
has  available  a  new,  five-video 
Gary  Smalley  series  titled.  Hidden 
Keys  to  Loving  Relationships 

Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  Conference 
worship  and  education  director, 
highly  recommends  the  series. 

Smalley,  popular  speaker  and 
counselor  on  personal  and  family 
relationships,  gives  insight  about 
keys  to  building  close  and  intimate 
relationships.  His  tapes  are  laced 
with  humor. 

Titles  include  “The  Single  Most 
Important  Ingredient  in  Building  a 
Loving  Relationship,”  “Four  Essen¬ 
tial  Elements  Every  Relationship 
Needs  Daily  to  Succeed  and  Grow,” 
and  “How  to  Become  Free  from  the 
Negative  Emotions  of  Anger,  Hurt 
Feelings,  Loneliness,  Worry  and 
Fear.” 

Dr.  James  Dobson's  seven-ses¬ 
sion  teen  series.  Life  on  the  Edge, 
Preparing  for  the  Challenges  of 
Adulthood  (with  leader’s  guide)  is 
available. 

Titles  include, ’’Finding  God’s 
Will  for  Your  Life,”  “The  Myth  of 
Safe  Sex,”  "Emotions:  Can  You 
Trust  Them?”  and  “When  God 
Doesn’t  Make  Sense.” 

To  inquire  about  membership  in 
the  Center  or  about  using  these  vid¬ 
eos  or  other  audio-visuals  call  or 
write  Dotty  Bagbey,  Conference  Re¬ 
source  Center,  527  North  Boule¬ 
vard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802; 
(504)  346-1646. 


sity  of  Arlington. 

McConnell  is  a  member  of  both : 
the  American  Association  of  Pasto¬ 
ral  Counselors  and  the  National  As¬ 
sociation  of  Social  Workers. 

School  preacher 

The  preacher  for  Ministers’ 
School  will  be  Dr.  Charles  B.  Sim-; 
mons,  senior  pastor  of  the  4,500- 
member  Broadmoor  UMC  Baton 
Rouge.  He  also  will  present  a  lec¬ 
ture.  He  earned  a  master  of  divinity 
degree,  graduating  magna  cum  lau- 
de  from  Emory  University  after  a 
year  of  study  at  the  Institut  Ecu- 
menique  at  the  University  of  Gene¬ 
va,  Switzerland,  as  the  selected 
representative  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  He  also  earned  a  doc¬ 
tor  of  ministry  degree  from  Emory. 

He  has  been  chair  of  both  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
and  the  VISION  2000  committee. 
He  was  worship  chair  of  the  past 
two  Annual  Conference  sessions. 

Last  year  the  editors  of  The  Up¬ 
per  Room  selected  Simmons  to 
write  parts  of  their  annual  devo¬ 
tional  guide  that  is  published  world¬ 
wide.  His  series  of  meditations 
appeared  in  the  1993  Disciplines. 
He  now  is  scheduled  to  contribute 
to  the  1995  Disciplines. 

Worship  workshop 

Dr.  Rod  Kennedy,  pastor  of  St. 
Andrew’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  is  in 
charge  of  a  special  worship  work¬ 
shop  to  be  arranged  by  the  VISION 
2000  Task  Force  on  Celebrating 
Congregations  which  he  chairs. 

Two  continuing  education  units 
will  be  given.  Advance  registration 
is  encouraged.  Registrar  is  Tommye 
Lee.  P.O.  Box  1866  Alexandria,  LA 
71301.  Checks  should  be  payable  to' 
Louisiana  Conference  UMC  with 
notation  for  Ministers’  School.  • 

Fees  are  $65  for  pastor  or  $75  for: 
both  pastor  and  spouse.  Registra-' 
tion  hours  are  Monday,  July  1 1,  1ft 
a  m.  to  noon  in  the  lobby  of  James 
Dorm.  Housing  and  meals  are 
available  on  the  campus  for  an  ad¬ 
ditional  fee.  Registration  brochures 
were  distributed  at  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  Lee  said. 


A  memorial  sculpture  of  the 
cross  and  the  flame  was  recently 
dedicated  to  Edward  B.  Clout- 
man,  longtime  faithful  member 
of  Oak  Park  UMC  in  Lake 
Charles.  Pictured,  on  either  side 
of  the  sculpture,  are  Rev.  Mickey 
Stringfield,  who  was  the  pastor, 
and  Mrs.  Edward  B.  Cloutman. 
Her  husband  was  lay  leader, 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference 
and  served  in  many  other  capac¬ 
ities  from  the  church's  early  his¬ 
tory  until  his  death  March  17, 
1993. 


Faith  forum 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 

Don't  forget 
freedom  to 
sound  alarm 

Eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty. 

— Attributed  to  Thomas  Jefferson 

On  the  eve  of  Independence  Day  1994,  this 
familiar  adage  takes  on  fresh  significance,  par¬ 
ticularly  vis-a-vis  the  media  furor  over  the  O.J. 
Simpson  episode. 

Television,  the  movie  industry  and  corporate 
advertisers  have  converted  Mr.  Simpson’s  athletic 
talent,  winning  smile  and  on-camera  nice-guy  de¬ 
meanor  into  a  multi-million  industry.  He  is,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  a  made-for-media  hero.  His  role-model 
image  apparently  is  just  that:  Merely  an  image 
rooted  in  media-manipulated  perceptions  and  not 
primarily  in  real-life  actions  or  achievements. 

— — -  We  believe 
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public  perceptions  to  the  point  of  creating  our 
“heroes”  and  setting  the  agenda  for  what  is 
deemed  important  poses  a  subtle  but  real  threat 
to  our  nation's  cherished  freedoms,  particularly 
freedom  of  speech. 

For  example,  as  the  massive  coverage  of  the 
Simpson  episode  shows,  that  power  can  mute 
authentic  freedom  of  dialogue  in  the  public  are¬ 
na.  Its  manipulation  of  what  vast  numbers  of 
people  see,  read,  talk  and  think  about  amounts 
to  a  form  of  thought  control,  albeit  control  to 
which  millions  of  us  willingly  submit  with  little 
or  no  protest.  That  control  is  such  an  everyday 
fact  of  life  that  it  goes  largely  unnoticed  and, 
hence,  unchallenged. 

The  issues  at  the  core  of  the  Simpson  case  are 
weighty:  Murder,  spouse  abuse,  suggestions  of 
substance  abuse  and  questions  about  preferen¬ 
tial  justice  for  celebrities.  A  concerned  public 
should  know  about  such  matters  and  care  about 
their  resolution.  For  the  most  part,  only  the  me¬ 
dia  can  provide  that  information  to  us. 

As  Christians,  we  profess  that  “for  freedom 
Christ  has  set  us  free”  (Galatians  5:1).  Among 
/•other  things,  that  means  that  we  have  a  particu¬ 
lar  responsibility  to  sound  the  alarm  when  any 
t  freedom  (social  or  spiritual)  is  threatened.  That 
>  includes  subtle  but  real  threats  to  our  freedom 
£to  see  events  and  people  in  a  larger  context  and, 
Whence,  to  make  a  distinction  between  what  is 
i. truly  important  and  what  is  merely  interesting 
i:and  titillating. 

S.  A  healthy  skepticism  toward  the  media,  both 
■  ■broadcast  and  print  (including  the  newspaper 
you  are  reading)  and  a  willingness  to  dig  deeper 
J:and  broader  for  the  “big  picture”  are  ways  that 
j:we  can  exercise  our  responsibility  as  Christian 
citizens  for  preserving  authentic  freedom  of 
'  speech  and  dialogue,  public  and  private. 

Presidential  search 
merits  suggestions 

The  unexpected  resignation  of  A.  Kenneth 
Pye  from  the  Southern  Methodist  University 
presidency  for  health  reasons — in  his  own 
words,  “inoperable  cancer” — bears  import  for 
the  whole  church. 

Of  the  nine  nationally  recognized  universities 
related  to  the  church,  Southern  Methodist  is  the 
only  one  signifying  that  relationship  via  its 
name.  By  its  ties  to  the  church’s  eight-state 
South  Central  Jurisdiction — strengthened  dur¬ 
ing  the  seven-year  Pye  administration — SMU 
has  a  stronger  organic  link  to  United  Method¬ 
ism  than  many  of  the  church’s  other  120-plus 
colleges  and  universities. 

Kenneth  Pye,  a  plain-spoken,  direct-drive 
Catholic  layman  and  law  professor,  inherited  a 
scandal  and  bequeaths  an  impressive  work-in¬ 
progress.  For  two  things  if  nothing  else — the 
school’s  growth  in  endowment  and  in  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  enrollment — the  Pye  years  deserve  to  be 
remembered  as  a  time  of  significant  outreach. 

The  naming  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology’s 
outgoing  dean,  the  Rev.  James  Kirby,  as  interim 
president  marks  the  first  time  in  50  years  that 
an  ordained  Methodist/United  Methodist  has 
headed  the  university.  During  that  half-century, 
though,  two  United  Methodist  laymen — Willis 
Tate  and  Paul  Hardin  Jr. — held  the  presidency. 

No  American  Protestant  denomination  has  a 
more  storied  record  than  Methodism  in  fostering 
and  nurturing  higher  education.  What  the  whole 
church  can  appropriate  in  this  instance  is  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  identify  to  the  SMU  search  commit¬ 
tee  any  United  Methodists — lay  or  clergy — who 
deserve  to  be  considered  to  head  that  school. 

Send  your  best  suggestions  to  Dr.  Kenneth  Ya- 
mada,  Associate  General  Secretary,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  TN  37202. 


Do  we  appreciate  consequences  of  sanctions? 


In  your  editorial  on  Haiti 
(UMR,  June  10),  I  find  it  strange 
that  you  say,  “Our  faith  requires 
us  to  fight  Haiti  embargo.” 

The  UMC  hierocracy  was  al¬ 
ways  fully  committed  to  sanc¬ 
tions  against  South  Africa.  Is  it 
possible  that  our  leaders  have  at 
last  appreciated  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  embargoes  and  sanc¬ 
tions  on  the  poor  and  have 
learned  something  from  the  di¬ 
sastrous  effects  it  had  on  South 
Africa,  where  communism  now 
rules  amid  a  ruined  economy? 

Luther  TeGroen 
Doolittle,  Mo. 

Myth  #7? 

In  response  to  Bishop  Dan  Sol¬ 
omon’s  article  in  the  May  27  is¬ 
sue  stating  his  belief  that  there  is 
no  profound  division  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  I 
would  refer  you  to  a  book  written 
in  1985  by  Richard  Wilke,  bish¬ 
op  of  the  Arkansas  Area  entitled 
“And  Are  We  Yet  Alive?” 

Bishop  Wilke  writes  of  the 
steady  decline  in  United  Meth¬ 
odist  membership  from 
11,054,634  in  1964  to  9,227,088 
in  1985.  He  tells  of  the  denial  of 
the  church  leadership  that  there 
was  a  problem  and  lists  what  he 
calls  the  six  myths  given  to  justi¬ 
fy  and  defend  this  decline. 

I  submit  that  Bishop  Solo¬ 
mon’s  article  is  Myth  #7.  If  Bish¬ 
op  Solomon  truly  believes  what 
he  has  written,  then  he  is  naive  at 
best.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  not  responded  to 
Bishop  Wilke’s  wake-up  call,  and 
its  membership  has  continued  to 
decline  from  1985. 

Now,  rather  than  attempt  to 
deal  with  the  division  in  the 
church,  Bishop  Solomon  prefers 
to  deny  its  existence — Myth  #7. 

I  do  agree  with  the  bishop  that 
there  is  a  profound  frustration  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
but  not  for  the  reasons  he  gives. 
Denial  will  not  make  the  prob¬ 
lem  go  away.  The  division  will 
only  become  greater. 

1  am  greatly  saddened  by  what 
is  happening  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  pray  for  God’s  guidance 


for  it  and  its  leadership. 

Audrey  Ewing 
Muskogee,  Okla. 

More  than  one 

I  read  with  interest  your  June 
10  report  about  “Public  TV  re¬ 
views  church’s  ministry  with 
gays,  lesbians.” 

It  brought  to  my  attention  an 
interesting  inconsistency  on  the 
part  of  our  denomination. 

You  identified  the  two  different 
psups  within  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  “transforming”  congre¬ 
gations  and  “reconciling”  congre¬ 
gations.  Though  I  knew  these  two 
factions  existed,  seeing  them  pre¬ 
sented  together  made  clear  to  me 
that  we  as  a  church  have  erred. 

It  any  congregation  is  simply 
transforming  or  simply  reconcil¬ 
ing,  then  that  body  is  presenting 
only  a  partial  gospel. 

The  gospel,  as  I  read  it,  is  both 
reconciling  and  transforming.  All 
who  are  willing  may  join,  but 
each  one  who  joins  ought  to  be 
brought  to  the  understanding 
that  in  the  church  we  are  all  be¬ 


ing  transformed.  After  all,  we  are 
called  to  become  Christlike. 

I  truly  believe  that  the  church 
must  be  open  to  God’s  desire  to 
change  people’s  lives,  to  make 
them  Christlike.  ( 

Likewise,  the  church  must  be 
serious  about  offering  to  the  lost 
and  lonely  world  the  ministry  of 
reconciliation  to  God.  If  we 
would  simply  do  these  things, 
then  public  television  would  be 
looking  at  “Why  the  United 
Methodists  cannot  build  fast 
enough  to  keep  up  with  the  new 
members,”  rather  than  on  how 
we  deal  with  sexuality. 

Steven  C.  Heyduck 
Jacksonville,  Texas 

Beautiful  praise 

We  have  just  concluded  the 
North  Texas  conference.  After  the 
final  devotional,  within  my  heart 
was  a  feeling  of  deep  gratitude. 

Beautiful  praise,  beautiful 
praise,  beautiful  praise.  What  a 
wonderful  spirit  of  praise  came 
from  our  black  brothers. 

God  has  truly  given  them  a 
freedom  of  a  wonderful  praiseful 
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spirit.  In  my  humble  opinion  this 
must  come  from  the  suffering 
they  have  endured. 

Only  the  Jewish  nation  has  suf¬ 
fered  this  type  of  humiliation.  For 
their  suffering  there  is  a  reason. 
But  for  our  black  brothers,  only 
the  color  of  their  skin  is  the  cause 
for  the  treatment  they  have  en¬ 
dured  to  this  day. 

A  loving  God  has  given  them  a 
beautiful  spirit  of  freedom  of  ex¬ 
pression.  And  they  use  that  free¬ 
dom  to  its  fullest. 

Our  conference  has  much  to 
learn  from  our  black  Christian 
brothers.  Paul  L.  Gonzalez 
Dallas,  Texas 

Wrong  implication? 

I  couldn’t  agree  more  with 
your  June  3  editorial  that  our 
church  needs  to  become  more  ac¬ 
tive  on  the  alcohol  problem. 

But  I  have  a  real  question  rela¬ 
tive  to  your  proposed  young  peo¬ 
ple’s  essay  theme,  “Why  I  as  a 
Christian  oppose  drinking  while 
driving.”  This  implies  that  it  is  ac¬ 
ceptable  for  Christians  to  drink  so 
long  as  they  are  not  driving! 

The  alcohol  problem  is  far 
greater  than  this  one  field  of 
drinking  drivers,  important  as 
that  is.  To  imply  this  is  not  the 
case  is  a  disservice  to  United 
Methodist  youth.  Tom  Pendell 

Balboa,  Calif. 

Write  on,  Rev.  Peck 

Not  being  a  “member  of  the 
cloth”  and  so  not  receiving  Cir¬ 
cuit  Rider,  I  had  to  borrow  the 
April  issue  in  order  to  better  un¬ 
derstand  the  reference  made  in  a 
recent  issue  of  the  Reporter  to  an 
editorial  written  by  Rev.  J.  Rich¬ 
ard  Peck  for  the  magazine  for  the 
clergy. 

I  found  the  imaginary  conver¬ 
sation  with  Lucifer  concerning 
the  United  Methodist  infighting 
to  be  delightful.  Not  one  of  C.  S. 
Lewis’  Screwtape  letters  said  it 
any  better. 


Ouch,  Rev.  Peck,  I  saw  myself 
in  one  or  two  of  the  situations  you 
had  Lucifer  describe.  But  I  also 
recognized  satire  when  I  read  it. 

Shame  on  the  Publishing 
House  officials  if  the  editor’s 
comment  had  anything  to  do 
with  Rev.  Peck’s  being  reas¬ 
signed  from  the  editorship  of 
Circuit  Rider. 

I  believe  it  was  Luther  who 
wrote,  “The  best  way  to  drive  out 
the  devil,  if  he  will  not  yield  to 
texts  of  Scripture,  is  to  jeer  and 
flout  him,  for  he  cannot  bear 
scorn.”  Perhaps  it  would  be  bet¬ 
ter  if  Rev.  Peck  began  to  write 
for  the  United  Methodist  laity 
since  the  hierarchy  just  don’t 
seem  to  get  it  or,  if  they  do,  can’t 
seem  to  take  it. 

“Thin  skins,  Wormwood, 
that’s  what  we  want — thin 
skins!”  EmjIy  B  Walker 

Trenton,  Tenn. 

Beyond  color 

I  just  read  in  your  June  3  issue 
that  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal  sent  a  scathing 
letter  of  disgust  to  Bishop 
Hughes  Jr.  (Florida  Area)  for 
cancelling  Jocelyn  Elders’  invita¬ 
tion  to  speak  at  the  Florida  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

They  indicated  that  by  this  ac¬ 
tion,  3 1 9,000  black  United  Meth¬ 
odists  were  outraged  and  insulted. 

I  find  this  hard  to  believe. 

Surely  blacks,  as  well  as  whites, 
Hispanics,  Asians,  etc.,  can  see 
that  Ms.  Elders  does  not  hold  to 
moral  teachings.  Why  do  so 
many  black  leaders  defend  a  per¬ 
son  just  because  he/she  is  black? 
Why  don’t  they  examine  what 
the  person  stands  for  or  does  not 
stand  for? 

They  are  so  quick  to  be  “in¬ 
sulted”  or  claim  racism  if  you 
speak  against  a  prominent  black. 
It  has  nothing  to  do  with  racism. 
It  wouldn’t  matter  if  Ms.  Elders 
were  purple  and  green  polka  dot¬ 
ted,  she  still  doesn’t  have  strong 
moral  beliefs. 

When  are  we  in  this  nation  go¬ 
ing  to  see  people  for  what  they  are 
inside  and  not  just  their  color? 

Pam  Moore 
Houston,  Texas 


I  believe  Moses  brought  down  the  wrong  tablets 


By  TOM  TOZER 

I  believe  that  brother 
Moses  brought  down  the 
wrong  tablets. 

At  the  risk  of  sounding 
flippant,  I  think  the  biblical 
“Big  Ten”  fall  under  the 
heading  of  “It  goes  without 
saying.”  Most  of  us  know 
how  to  lead  moral  lives.  We 
may  not  always  do  so;  none¬ 
theless,  we  either  do  or  don’t 
with  our  eyes  open.  We  know 
what’s  right. 

I’d  like  to  offer  another  “Big 
Ten.”  I  think  many  of  us  in  the 
church  break  these  without  so 
much  as  batting  an  eye  be¬ 
cause  we  haven’t  a  clue  that 
we’re  guilty  of  anything 

Some  churches  no  doubt 
take  the  following  directives 
to  heart.  Many  more,  I  sus¬ 
pect,  are  losing  members  be¬ 
cause  they’re  breaking  some 
or  all  of  these  over  and  over, 
never  once  realizing  the 
damage  they  are  doing  to 
their  ministry. 

I.  You  will  not  let  kids  run 
wild  in  the  church. 

Jesus  didn’t  say,  “Suffer 
the  little  children  to  run  over 
me.”  Some  church  folks  have 
too  high  a  threshold  for  pan¬ 
demonium.  We  teach  our 
children  in  Sunday  school  of 
love  and  respect  and  kind¬ 
ness,  but  too  often  we  toler¬ 
ate  disruption  and  bad 
manners.  People,  especially 
parents  of  young  children. 


tire  of  unmanaged  chaos  and 
eventually  leave. 

II.  You  will  plan  before  you 
proceed. 

Why  do  we  in  the  church  so 
often  tolerate  the  lack  of  prep¬ 
aration  and  planning?  Too  of¬ 
ten  our  services  are  confused, 
our  meetings  directionless,  our 
special  programs  hardly  special 
at  all.  People  won’t  stay  in¬ 
volved  if  there  isn’t  organized 
and  prepared  leadership. 
When  volunteers  are  con¬ 
stantly  run  around  in  circles, 
they  soon  get  off  the  carousel 
and  stay  home. 

III.  You  will  be  on  time. 

I  don’t  know  about  you,  but 
I  value  my  time  at  home  with 
my  family.  I  don’t  like  to 
waste  my  time  waiting  for  oth¬ 
ers  to  arrive  before  something 
can  begin.  Wasting  time  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  Lord’s  work 
does  not  make  it  more  palat¬ 
able. 

IV.  You  will  respect  all  as¬ 
pects  of  a  person’s  life. 

If  you  want  to  hire  me  as  a 
staff  member,  then  I’ll  live  a 
portion  of  my  life  at  the 
church.  If  not,  then  be  grateful 
for  the  time  I  do  give  and  ac¬ 
cept  “no”  as  a  valid  answer. 
Respect  my  other  roles  outside 
the  church.  Respect  also  my 
wanting  time  for  myself.  The 
church  is  not  my  life — it  is  a 
part  of  it.  God’s  presence  in 
me  is  manifested  in  the  way  1 
conduct  myself  in  all  that  I  am. 


Here  I  Stand 
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V.  You  will  choose  church  volun¬ 
teers  carefully  and  wisely. 

Not  everyone  who  volunteers  is 
the  best  person  for  that  task.  There 
is  a  place  in  the  church  for  every 
person  who  wants  to  serve.  Let’s 
work  harder  at  matching  a  person’s 
skills  with  the  needs.  Nothing 
causes  more  anguish  in  the  church 
than  trying  to  “reassign”  a  willing 
volunteer  who’s  doing  a  lousy  job. 

VI.  You  will  seek  creativity. 

I  don’t  mean  the  scissors-and- 
paste  variety  but  the  risk-taking, 
conceptual  kind.  No  one  has  a  cor¬ 
ner  on  creativity  in  the  church.  Ask 
(no,  plead)  for  it.  Allow  for  it.  Nur¬ 
ture  it.  Applaud  it. 


VII.  You  will  stop  asking  and  ask¬ 
ing  and  asking  and  asking  for  money. 

If  you  don’t,  people  will  leave  and 
find  a  church  that  delights  in  doing 
ministry  instead  of  fund  raising.  A 
church  with  its  hand  out  all  the  time 
is  never  working  with  both  hands. 

VIII.  You  will  allow  and  encour¬ 
age  exploration. 

Some  folks’  idea  of  a  spiritual 
journey  is  revisiting  where  they’ve 
been.  Is  our  faith  really  so  fragile 
that  we  can’t  dig,  probe,  question 
and  discover  new  ways  of  seeing 
things?  What  are  we  afraid  of — 
learning? 

IX.  You  will  really  begin  to  prac¬ 
tice  what  you  preach. 

It  is  astonishing  that  some 
churches  “potluck”  themselves 
Sunday  after  Sunday,  Wednesday 
after  Wednesday,  ad  obesitum, 
without  ever  once  inviting  someone 
in  off  the  streets  to  eat  with  them. 

X.  You  will  focus  on  quality  rather 
than  quantity. 

Having  a  dozen  children’s  choirs 
on  Wednesday  evening  doesn’t 
mean  you  have  an  active  music 
education  program.  A  closer  look 
may  reveal  that  you  have  two  good 
choirs  and  10  hair-pulling  free-for- 
alls.  And,  please,  let’s  stop  striving 


for  record-breaking  Sunday  school 
numbers.  Instead,  let’s  develop 
mold-breaking  programs.  The  num¬ 
bers  will  follow. 

Some  people  in  the  church  think 
that  our  diversity  and  disagreements 
are  causing  members  to  drift  away.  I 
don’t  believe  it.  Since  when  have  we 
Protestants  ever  run  from  a  good 
doctrinal  donnybrook?  On,  Sophia! 

What  I  am  convinced  of,  howev¬ 
er,  is  that  churchgoers  of  every  per¬ 
suasion  are  tired  of  being  part  of 
anything  that  is  second-rate,  irrele¬ 
vant,  disorganized  or  meaningless. 
That  applies  to  our  leadership,  our 
liturgy  and  our  literature. 

Dear  God,  I  believe  that  our 
church  is  in  danger  of  suffocating 
from  a  colorless,  odorless  gas  that 
continues  to  build  up  and  may  one 
day  explode.  It  is  called  mediocrity. 
We  need  desperately  to  upgrade. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  share  their  opin¬ 
ions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing  the 
church.  Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here  1 
Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  manuscript. 


Know  your  Bible?  Public  Relations  and 

Community  Outreach 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“The  light  shines  in  the  darkness, 
and  the  darkness  has  not  overcome 
it.” 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Proverbs  22:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  3 

Sunday:  Psalms  48: 1  -8 
Monday:  Psalms  48:9-14 
Tuesday:  2  Samuel  5:1-5 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  5:9-10 
Thursday:  2  Corinthians  12:2-5 
Friday:  2  Corinthians  12:6-12 
Saturday:  Mark  6:1-13 


A  nationally  published  newspaper  with  you  as 
front  page  news  will  be  viewed  by  various  media 
differently  than  any  other  “newsletter.” 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily, 

P.O.  Box  66027S,  Dallas,  TX  75266.0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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FIGHTING  HUNGER:  The  United 

Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR) 
opened  an  oRice  in  Washington  recently  and 
launched  a  hands-on  campaign  focused  on  hun¬ 
ger.  Ginena  Dulley  Wills  heads  the  World 
Hunger/Poverty  Office.  Built  around  the 
theme  “Heart  to  Heart,”  the  hunger  campaign 
is  intended  “to  celebrate  what  we  can  do  to¬ 
gether  to  make  a  better  world,”  said  Jerry  Leg¬ 
gett  of  Carlsbad,  Calif.,  a  musician  and  hunger 
advocate  who  helped  develop  the  program  and 
its  materials. 


ADVANCES  IN  BOSNIA:  More  than 

2,000  young  people  have  been  enrolled  in  a 
“Youth  House”  in  Zenica,  Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
a  partnership  project  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  and  the  U.N. 
High  Commission  on  Refugees  (UNHCR). 
UNHCR  has  funded  the  project  at  $137,000, 
with  UMCOR  giving  additional  financial,  pro¬ 
gram  and  material  support.  Another  UMCOR 
project  in  the  war-tom  region,  its  newly  reno¬ 
vated  “public  kitchen”  in  Zenica,  serves  about 
3,000  meals  a  day.  In  May,  UMCOR  also  be¬ 
gan  construction  on  an  80-unit  apartment 
complex  that  will  house  about  1,200  refugees. 


STEPPING  DOWN:  A.  Kenneth  Pye, 

president  of  Southern  Methodist  University  in 
Dallas  since  1987,  announced  June  22  he  is  re¬ 
tiring,  effective  immediately,  because  of  inop¬ 
erable  cancer.  The  Rev. 
James  E.  Kirby  Jr.,  60, 
dean  of  SMU’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in 
1981-94,  will  serve  as  in¬ 
terim  president.  Dr.  Kirby, 
a  member  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  North  Texas  An¬ 
nual  (regional)  Conference, 
lames  Kirby  ;s  t]-lc  school’s  first  minis¬ 
ter  president  since  the  late  Rev.  Umphrey  Lee 
(1938-44).  Dr.  Pye,  62,  is  a  Roman  Catholic 
layman.  (See  related  editorial  on  Page  2  of  this 
issue). 


Vacation  Bible  school:  Methodist  to  the  core 


By  |ANET  SEDGWICK 

HOPEDALE — “Hopedale  has 
a  very  warm  spot  in  my  heart,” 
wrote  Mattie  Miles. 

It  was  here,  in  this  quiet  little 
farm  town  in  the  heart  of  Illinois, 
that  the  24-year-old  teacher  and 
preacher’s  wife  taught  what  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  the  first  vacation  Bi¬ 
ble  school  in  history. 

A  century  has  passed  since  the 
summer  of  1894  when  Mrs. 
Miles  gathered  37  children  to¬ 
gether  at  the  red  brick  school- 
house  and  set  her  hickory  switch 
on  the  window  ledge. 

A  speck  on  the  map 

And  while  Hopedale,  with  a 
population  of  about  850,  is  still 
no  more  than  a  speck  on  the 
map,  this  year  it  is  getting  inter¬ 
national  recognition  for  what  has 
become  an  annual  tradition 
around  the  world. 

On  June  15,  the  Illinois  State 
Senate  unanimously  passed  Sen¬ 
ate  Resolution  1614,  recognizing 
that  “. . .  Mrs.  Miles’  idea  of  a 
summer  Bible  school  has  been 
adopted  by  every  Christian  de¬ 
nomination  in  this  country  and 
throughout  the  world  . . .” 

Original  photographs,  corre¬ 
spondence,  news  clippings  and 
other  information  about  the 
school  have  been  gathered  into 
the  archives  of  the  Central  Illi¬ 
nois  conference  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Blooming¬ 
ton,  Ill. 

There,  with  the  help  of  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  Hopedale  residents  and 
church  members,  conference  his¬ 
torian  Richard  Chrisman  and  ar¬ 
chivist/clerk  Catharine  Knight 
have  documented  the  life  of  Mar¬ 
tha  Jane  Pritchard  Miles  and  the 
history  of  vacation  Bible  school. 


Martha  Jane  “Mattie”  Pritch¬ 
ard  was  bom  July  7,  1870  at 
Fisher,  Ill. 

“At  sixteen  I  was  making  ready 
to  start  teaching.  At  seventeen  I 
had  my  certificate.  It  was  a  hap¬ 
py  time  for  me,”  wrote  Mrs. 
Miles  in  a  letter  dated  Feb.  15, 
1849,  to  the  Rev.  Arthur  S. 
Chapman,  then  pastor  of  Hope- 
dale  Methodist  Church.  The 
church  was  preparing  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  55th  anniversary  of  Bi¬ 
ble  school. 

Used  her  ingenuity 

A  public  school  teacher  until 
her  marriage  in  1890  to  Method¬ 
ist  minister  David  T.  Miles,  Mat- 
tie  Miles  used  her  ingenuity, 
experience  and  resources  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  curriculum  that  would  sup¬ 
plement  the  teaching  of  Sunday 
morning  church  classes. 

The  original  session  lasted  20 
days — four  days  a  week  for  five 
weeks — and  mixed  biblical  edu¬ 
cation  with  recreation. 

“It  was  for  all  children  of 
whatever  church  or  no  church  at 
all,”  wrote  Mrs.  Miles. 

Classes  were  held  in  the  public 
school,  and  the  children  acted 
out  Bible  stories  and  had  recrea¬ 
tion  time  in  the  park  to  the 
north,  according  to  a  letter  writ¬ 
ten  by  the  teacher. 

“The  school  board  gave  us  the 
use  of  the  school  building,  and  the 
town  board  the  use  of  the  park 
which  adjoined  the  school  grounds. 
It  was  a  wonderful  setup.” 

A  generous  woman,  the  young 
instructor  shared  her  methods 
with  other  teachers  across  the 
country. 

By  the  turn  of  the  century,  the 
concept  of  vacation  Bible  school 
had  spread,  and  its  originator 


HOPEDALE,  III. — Children  of  the  Hopedale  community  pose  on  the  parsonage  lawn  in  their 
“Sunday  best"  to  document  the  first  meeting  of  a  daily  vacation  Bible  school  at  Hopedale  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  month-long  school  was  founded  by  Mrs.  D.T.  (Mattie)  Miles  with  37  children. 


was  forgotten. 

'Movement'  dates  to  1905 

Research  indicates  that  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  vacation  Bible 
school  “movement”  came  in 
1901,  and  in  1905  the  movement 
was  organized  and  shared  by  sev¬ 
eral  denominations.  A  national 
committee  formed  in  1907  later 
became  known  as  The  Interna¬ 
tional  Association  of  Daily  Vaca¬ 


tion  Church  Schools. 

Later  documentation  would, 
however,  point  to  Hopedale,  Ill., 
and  Mattie  Pritchard  Miles,  giv¬ 
ing  credit  for  the  school  conduct¬ 
ed  years  before  the  movement 
was  formalized. 

“What  an  amazing  movement 
has  come  of  such  humble  begin¬ 
nings,”  wrote  Paul  Burt  in  an 
obituary  of  Mrs.  David  T.  Miles, 
“and  what  blessing  to  the  whole 


church  from  the  initiative  and 
concern  of  this  devoted  woman.” 

Mattie  Miles  lived  in  Hopedale 
only  two  years  before  her  hus¬ 
band's  pastorate  took  the  family 
to  another  central  Illinois  town. 

Janet  Sedgwick  is  a  feature 
writer  for  The  Pantagraph  in 
Bloomington,  III.  This  article  is 
excerpted  with  permission  from 
the  tune  23,  1994,  edition  of  that 
newspaper. 


UVALDE,  Texas - Vacation  Bible  schol  in 

the  1960s  looked  like  this  when  three  United 
Methodist  churches  in  Uvalde — First, 
Mackey  Chapel  and  La  Divina  Trinidad — 
combined.  The  little  girl  third  from  the  right 
with  the  big  smile  grew  up  to  be  Terrie  Cole¬ 
man  Wilson,  ringing  the  church  bell  (left 
photo)  as  director  of  this  year's  VBS. 


Need  a 
bright  idea 
for  Vacation 
Bible  School? 


Try  these! 


[J  Interview  older  members  of  your 
congregation  and  collect  their 
stories  about  VBS  for  your 
church.  Present  the  interviews 
to  the  congregation  during 
a  service  of  worship. 

Q  Make  100th  anniversary  T-shirts. 

Q  Plan  a  VBS  parade  with  flags, 
banners  and  floats. 

Q  Consider  other  vacation  times 
for  VBS  besides  summer  such 
as  between  Christmas  and  New 
Year's  Day. 

[J  Sponsor  a  ”100  Miles  for  Mrs. 
Miles"  walkathon.  Donate  the 
money  to  a  VBS  project. 

Q  Bake  100  cupcakes  or  cookies 
to  take  to  a  nursing  home  or 
daycare  center  and  celebrate 
your  homemade  treats  with 
whoever  is  there. 

(_]  Make  100  phone  calls  to 
people  in  your  community 
and  invite  them  to  your 
service  ot  worship. 

Source:  National  Council  of 

the  churches  of  Christ  In  the  USA. 
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Cooperation  predated 
vacation  Bible  school 


In  100  years,  some  values  don't  change 


Way  before  the  first  vacation  Bi¬ 
ble  school  was  founded  by  Mattie 
Pritchard  Miles  in  her  husband's 
Methodist  church  in  Hopedale,  Ill., 
Christians  who  settled  the  Illinois 
prairie  lands  learned  cooperative 
ecumenical  ministries  in  every 
sense  of  the  word. 

In  fact,  the  first  church  build¬ 
ing  was  erected  near  Hopedale  in 
1839  and  shared  by  Methodist 
and  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
congregations. 

The  Presbyterians  moved  the 
building  to  town  in  1854,  and  in 
1859  the  Methodists  erected  a 
second  building  on  the  site  of  the 
original  church. 

As  the  area’s  farming  popula¬ 
tion  decreased  over  the  ensuing 
1 00  years,  so  did  mainline  church 
membership.  United  Methodists 
and  Presbyterians  realized  they 
needed  to  come  together  again — 


this  time  to  share  a  pastor. 

Today  Hopedale  United  Meth¬ 
odist  and  Hopedale  Presbyterian 
are  “yoked  churches”  with  a 
combined  membership  of  250. 

“Our  church  membership  may 
seem  small  to  some,  but  our  en¬ 
thusiasm  is  bigger  than  ever,” 
says  Norma  Roseberry,  chairper¬ 
son  of  the  United  Methodist  ad¬ 
ministrative  council. 

One  reason  is  the  nationwide 
celebration  of  vacation  Bible 
school's  centennial.  In  Hopedale, 
it  kicks  off  with  the  unveiling  of 
an  historical  marker  on  July  3 
and  ends  with  the  stone’s  dedica¬ 
tion  Aug.  5. 

The  two  congregations  are  also 
co-sponsoring  their  100th  anni¬ 
versary  vacation  Bible  school 
Aug.  1-5.  All  children  ages  3-12 
in  the  town  of  850  are  invited. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


ing  children  of  Israel.  She  secured  Bi¬ 
bles  from  the  [American]  Bible  Soci¬ 
ety  for  children  who  did  not  own 
one.  Vacation  Bible  school  was  well 
received  in  Hopedale  that  summer 
and  became  an  annual  event. 

Today  vacation  Bible  school  is  al¬ 
most  a  “given”  in  thousands  of 
churches  across  the  country. 

Principal  resources  are  produced 
ecumenically  by  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
U.S.A.  At  least  30,000  kits  have  been 
distributed  ecumenically  nationwide. 

In  addition  to  providing  a  list  of 
“100  ways  to  celebrate  vacation  Bible 
school,”  this  year  the  council  also 
commissioned  an  anniversary  song. 
It  is  called  “A  Century  of  Smiles” 
and  was  written  by  United  Methodist 
minister  the  Rev.  James  Ritchie. 

What  makes  vacation  Bible 
schools  one  of  the  most  widely  at¬ 
tended  Christian  education  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  church?  Here  are  one 
Christian  educator’s  answers: 

*  A  sense  of  freedom  not  found  in 
public  school. 

*  A  sense  of  purpose  not  found  in 
unorganized  leisure. 

*  A  sense  of  informality  not 
found  in  Sunday  school. 

That  was  the  response  of  Ruth 
Elizabeth  Murphy  in  1950  when  she 
was  director  of  Vacation  Religious 
Education  for  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education. 

As  of  recent  years,  some  schools 
are  held  in  the  evening  to  adapt  to 
working  parents  so  the  whole  family 
can  attend  vacation  Bible  school 
classes. 
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HOPEDALE,  III.— 
Denese  Anderson 
(left)  and  Eileen 
Bennet  stand  next 
to  the  memorial 
that  marks  the 
site  where,  as  the 
plaque  reads, "the 
first  daily  vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  school 
in  the  world  was 
held."  The  two 
women  are 
among  four  orga¬ 
nizers  of  this 
year's  centennial 
celebration  of 
that  event. 


JANET  SEDGWICK  PHOTO 


FLORIDA  UNITED  METHODIST  CONFERENCE  PHOTO  BY  TOM  HUGHES 


History  of 
Vacation 
Bible 
School 


1 1894-  First  daily  vacation 
1  Bible  school  founded 
by  Mattie  Pritchard  Miles 
in  Hopedale,  III. 


1 1900-  Congregational  vacation 
— 1  Bible  school  organized  in 
Elk  Mound,  Wis. 


pi  1901-  New  York  Baptist  City 
-1  Mission  Society  begins 
five  vacation  Bible  schools 
in  the  city. 


P|  1907-  National  Vacation  Bible 
~ 1  School  Association 
organized.  Nineteen 
national  schools 
conducted,  starting 
in  Philadephia  and 
Chicago. 


p|  1910-  Presbyterians  officially 
~ J  make  vacation  Bible 
schools  part  of 
their  national  program. 


Seme:  UM  Central  Minos  Annual 
Conference  Comm  on  Archives  and  History 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Mattie  Pritchard  Miles  organized 
the  first  daily  vacation  Bible  school 
in  1894  by  collecting  $  1  per  child  to 


pay  for  blackboards,  modeling  clay, 
sewing  materials  and  picture  cards 
for  the  sing-along  school. 

The  wife  of  the  Rev.  David  T. 
Miles,  pastor  of  Hopedale  (Ill.)  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  started  in  a  Hopedale 


school  building  with  37  children.  The 
town  board  cooperated  by  letting  the 
young  preacher's  wife  use  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  park  facilities  for  recreation. 

Outdoor  activities  under  her  direc¬ 
tion  included  acting  out  the  wander- 


LAKELAND, 

Fla. — Four  chil¬ 
dren  attending 
First  United 
Methodist 
Church  of  Lake¬ 
land  paint  a 
large  display  in 
celebration  of 
the  100th  anni¬ 
versary  of  vaca¬ 
tion  Bible 
school.  From 
left  are  (enny 
Holmes,  Blake 
Buchanonon, 
Scott  Reed  and 
B.G.  Murphy. 
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HISTORY  AWARDS:  The  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Archives  and  His¬ 
tory  has  awarded  three  research  grants  in  the 
fields  of  women's  and  ethnic  history.  A  $  1 ,000 
grant  went  to  the  denomination’s  North  Geor¬ 
gia  Annual  Conference  committee  on  the  sta¬ 
tus  and  role  of  women  for  research  on  the 
history  of  clergywomen  in  North  Georgia.  Two 
American  United  Methodist  History  Research 
Awards  of  $750  each  were  given  to  Frederick 
L.  Spight  for  research  on  St.  Paul  United 
Methodist  Church,  a  historically  black  church 
in  Ripley,  Miss.,  and  to  the  Native  American 
Church  History  Project  headed  by  Jerry  Lowry 
of  Pembroke,  N.C. 

'DISCIPLE'  IN  EUROPE:  "Disciple,” 

the  34-week,  audio-visual  Bible  study  series 
designed  for  small-group  use,  is  being  intro¬ 
duced  in  three  European  nations  this  spring. 
The  series,  launched  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  in  the  United  States  in  1987, 
combines  short,  written  lessons  and  small-group 
discussion  with  brief  video  lectures  by  some  of 
United  Methodism’s  most  widely  recognized 
preachers  and  Bible  scholars. 


Faith  at  work 


Imprisoned  Christian  receives 
highest  evangelism  award 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

An  inmate  at  the  Clinton  Cor¬ 
rectional  Facility  in  Dannemora, 
N.Y.,  has  received  the  1994  Den¬ 
man  Evangelism  Award  from  the 
Troy  Annual  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Eddie  Williams  was  presented 
the  award  June  20  by  Bishop 
William  B.  Grove  of  Albany, 
N.Y.;  the  Rev.  James  M.  Perry, 
Troy  Conference  council  direc¬ 
tor;  and  Julius  Archibald,  chair¬ 
person  of  the  conference  Council 
on  ministries. 


DANNEMORA,  N.Y.— The 
Rev.  Donald  Aiken,  left, 
nominated  Eddie  Williams, 
right,  for  an  evangelism 
award  because  he  said  the  in¬ 
mate  had  "proven  himself  to 
be  a  real  Christian  in  word 
and  deed"  (see  related  story). 


Mr.  Williams  was  nominated 
for  the  award  by  his  peers  in  the 
Christian  community  at  Clinton, 
New  York’s  largest  maximum- 
security  prison. 

The  nomination  was  submit¬ 
ted  by  the  Rev.  Donald  Aiken, 
who  noted  that  Mr.  Williams  had 
been  a  true  Christian  “in  word 
and  deed”  during  the  past  10 
years  at  Clinton. 

Mr.  Aiken  credited  the  in¬ 
mate’s  active  Bible  study  and 
prayer  life  and  his  patient, 
friendly  witness  to  the  faith.  “His 
straightforward  manner,  in 
which  he  admits  his  imperfec¬ 
tions,  makes  him  attractive  and 
approachable  for  those  who  are 
seeking  a  deeper  faith,”  he  wrote. 

The  presentation  took  place  in 
St.  Dismas  Church,  a  600-seat 
stone  church  inside  the  prison 
walls.  Bishop  Grove  called  the 
award  to  Mr.  Williams  “the  most 
significant  thing”  he  had  done  in 


14  years  as  a  bishop. 

Mr.  Williams  said  he  received 
the  award  for  Jesus,  “but  also  for 
every  incarcerated  man  and 
woman  who  struggles  to  live  out 
(his  or  her)  Christian  faith  in 
such  a  hostile  environment.” 

He  said  he  was  honored  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  award  but  that  it  be¬ 
longed  equally  to  each  person 
who  had  helped  him  live  his  faith 
each  day. 

The  Denman  Awards  are  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Foundation  for 
Evangelism  in  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.C.,  and  may  be  presented  by 
each  annual  conference  to  a  lay¬ 
person  and  a  clergy  member  who 
exemplify  the  authentic  personal 
evangelism  of  Harry  Denman. 

Dr.  Denman,  a  noted  lay  evan¬ 
gelist  who  died  in  1976,  was  chief 
executive  of  the  denomination’s 
former  Board  of  Evangelism,  a 
forerunner  to  its  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship. 


TWO  DIE  IN  ACCIDENT:  The  Rev. 
S.  Paul  Schilling,  90,  who  retired  from  the  fac¬ 
ulty  of  United  Methodist-related  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  School  of  Theology  in  1969,  and  his 
wife,  Mary  A.,  88,  died  recently  after  an  auto¬ 
mobile  accident.  He  was  a  clergy  member  of 
the  denomination’s  Baltimore-Washington  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

TWO  DEATHS:  The  United  Methodist 
Northern  Illinois  Annual  Conference  lost  two 
soon-to-be  retirees  this  year.  The  Rev.  Charles 
J.  Meyer  of  Morgan  Park  Church  in  Chicago 
died  June  10,  the  day  before  conference 
opened,  after  a  long  illness.  The  Rev.  Joseph 
A.  Buckles  of  First  Church,  Plainfield,  Ill.,  col¬ 
lapsed  on  the  conference  floor  June  1 4  and 
died  that  night  in  a  hospital.  Both  would  have 
retired  July  1. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Author:  Disenchantment  causes  church  infighting 


Duke  University  News  Service 

DURHAM,  N.C. — At  the  root 
of  current  headline-making  in¬ 
fighting  among  some  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States’  largest  religious 
denominations  is  a  general  disen¬ 
chantment  with  bureaucracies  of 
all  types — including  church  bu¬ 
reaucracies — according  to  a  pro¬ 
fessor  of  church  history. 

“It’s  important  to  note  that,  at 
any  given  time,  religious  bodies 
look  a  lot  like  other  organiza¬ 
tions  in  society,”  says  the  Rev. 
Russell  E.  Richey,  associate  dean 
of  Duke  University  Divinity 
School. 


“And  part  of  what  denomina¬ 
tions  are  experiencing  is  what 
business  and  government  are  ex¬ 
periencing — that  is,  the  frustra¬ 
tion  Americans  have  with  the 
corporate,  bureaucratic  struc¬ 
tures  that  have  relatively  effec¬ 
tively  led  us  for  the  20th  century 
and  do  so  no  longer. 

“Part  of  what  underlies  de¬ 
nominational  fights  over  volatile 
issues,  such  as  abortion,  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  school  prayer  is  a 
kind  of  gnawing  sense  that  we 
need  to  find  new  modalities  for 
religious  life,  other  ways  of  con¬ 
necting  ourselves  together  and 
doing  our  work. 


“It’s  clear  that  what  we  have 
isn’t  working.  It  is  by  no  means 
clear  what  should  take  its  place, 
and  that  is  one  thing  that’s  so 
vexatious  for  us  in  political,  eco¬ 
nomic  and  religious  life.” 

Dr.  Richey  co-edited  with  Pro¬ 
fessor  Robert  Bruce  Mullin  of 
the  North  Carolina  State  Univer¬ 
sity  religion  faculty  a  new  book 
entitled  “Reimagining  Denomi- 
nationalism.”  He  describes 
what’s  happening  in  many  em¬ 
battled  denominations  as  a  sort 
of  “taxpayers’  revolt.” 

“People  raise  one  of  these  con¬ 
troversial  causes  to  name  the  re¬ 
volt.  They’ll  say  something  like 


Tm  not  going  to  send  my  money 
because  the 
church  ordains 
homosexuals,’ 
or  ‘I’m  not  go¬ 
ing  to  send  my 
money  because 
the  church 
stands  for,  or 
against  abor¬ 
tion.’  But  that’s  8usse»  E-  Richey 
just  a  name  for  this  larger  un¬ 
ease,”  Dr.  Richey  said  in  an  in¬ 
terview. 

Dr.  Richey,  who  is  a  propo¬ 
nent  of  the  academic  study  of  de¬ 
nominations  as  well  as  of 
ecumenism  and  unification,  said 


history  shows  that  denomina¬ 
tions  have  played  an  important 
role  in  the  evolution  of  North 
American  society. 

“If  you  go  back  50  to  70  years, 
being  a  member  of  a  mainline 
Protestant  denomination  meant 
being  part  of  a  community  that 
set  the  agenda  for  society.  De¬ 
nominational  leaders  considered 
themselves  to  be  equal  partners 
with  civic,  business  and  political 
leaders,”  he  said. 

That  influence  began  to  wane 
between  the  1940s  and  1960s,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Richey,  as  Ameri¬ 
can  society  became  more  aware 
of  its  growing  pluralism. 


'Lion  King's'  delightful  tale  hints  of  a  Christian 


By  DEBRA  McKNIGHT 
Associate  Editor 

Disney’s  latest  animated  feature 
for  kids  has  a  king-sized  lesson  for 
grown-up  Christians,  too.  And 
watching  “The  Lion  King”  preach 
it  through  Disney’s  exceptionally 
expressive  animation  accompanied 
by  Elton  John  and  Tim  Rice’s  glee¬ 
ful  music  is  extraordinary  fun. 

The  movie  begins  with  an  ordina¬ 
tion  of  sorts.  All  God’s  African  crea¬ 
tures — zebras,  antelopes,  elephants 
and  birds  of  the  sub-Saharan  air — 
gather  to  see  the  mark  of  service  and 
responsibility  put  on  the  forehead  of 
newborn  lion  cub  Simba,  heir  to  the 
throne  of  Pride  Rock. 

Simba’s  dad  is  Mufasa,  king  over 
“all  that  the  sun  touches”  and  a  no¬ 
ble  but  temperate  ruler  who  knows 
his  place  “in  the  circle  of  life.” 


The  rules  in  this  kingdom  are 
simple,  Mufasa  (voiced  by  James 
Earl  Jones)  tells  his  growing  son 
(voiced  by  Jonathan  Taylor 
Thomas).  Each  animal,  no  matter 
how  low  on  the  food  chain,  holds  an 
honorable  place  in  the  circle,  and 
the  monarch’s  responsibility  is  to 
care  for  all. 

The  exuberant  young  cub  is  anx¬ 
ious  to  learn  his  lessons  well  and,  as 
the  film’s  liveliest  song  says,  Simba 
“can’t  wait  to  be  king.” 

But  as  in  all  Disney  films,  tragedy 
lives  in  the  shadows  of  the  pride’s 
kingdom.  Suddenly  the  king  is 
dead.  The  young  heir  is  manipulat¬ 
ed  into  thinking  he  is  to  blame  and 
told  to  flee.  Anxious  for  adventure, 
he  does  as  he  is  told. 

But  Simba  takes  to  a  life  of  exile. 
No  responsibility.  No  cares.  No 


Stimulate  Your 
Thought  Life  at 
Asbury  Seminary 

i  he  cutting-edge  theology 
ofWolfhart  Pannenberg. 

►  The  wit  and  wisdom  of  Thomas 

Morris.  The  doctrinal  distinctives  of 
Jiirgen  Moltmann.  Asbury  Seminary 
students  are  challenged  to  think. 

Year-in  and  year-out,  world-class 
lecturers  stimulate  the  Asbury 
community.  Elizabeth  Achtemeier 
(Union),  C.K.  Barrett  (Durham), 
Patrick  Miller  (Princeton)  and 
Donald  English  (World  Metho¬ 
dist  Council)  have  each  spoken 
in  recent  years. 


"I  don’t  know  of  another 
seminary  that  combines 
sound  learning  and  vital 
piety  like  Asbury  Seminary.” 

—  Dr.  Maxie  Dunnant 
World  Metbodi.it  Council 


These  high-caliber  lecture¬ 
ships  complement  a  scholarly 
faculty.  With  doctorates  from  the 
world's  leading  institutions,  professors 
teach  students  to  think  clearly  and 
biblically.  Asburians  develop  a 
thoroughly  Christian  worldview. 

So  if  you  want  a  stimulating 
thought  life,  study  at  Asbury.  Call 
the  director  of  admissions  today  at 
1-800-2- ASBURY  to  learn  more 
about  degree  programs  and  future 
lectureships. 

A  Asbury 

Theological 
at  Seminary 

204  N  Lexington  Avenue  •  Wilmorc,  KY  40390-1 199 


Wolfhart  Pannenberg  - 

University  of  Munich 
1991  Tbeta  Phi  Lecturer 


Jiirgen  Moltmann 

University  of  Tubingen 
1992  Ryan  Lecturer 
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problem!  As  his 
new  bachelor  bud¬ 
dies,  a  painfuklly 
punny  meerkat 
(“and  I’m  not 
lyin;  ”)  and  a  wart- 
hog  tell  him  “Ha- 
kuna  Matata” — a 
phrase  that  means 
a  present  and  fu¬ 
ture  with  no  re- 
sponsiblities  has 
“noooo  worries.” 

Simba  grows  up 
living  the  life  of 
the  self-indulgent 
prodigal  son,  albe¬ 
it  happier  than  the 
biblical  exam- 
ple.The  waterhole 
is  always  cool,  his 
stomach  always 
full. 

Despite  the  easy 
living,  Simba 
comes  face  to  face 
with  the  inevitable 
decision.  He  can 
mark  and  return  to 


Set  in  the  wilds  of  Africa,  Walt 
Disney  Pictures'  32nd  animat¬ 
ed  feature,  "The  Lion  King" 
follows  the  adventurous  jour¬ 
ney  of  Simba  the  lion  cub  (see 
accompanying  stories). 

remember  his  sacrifice  or  will 
the  responsibil-  mark? 


ity  of  a  pride  that 
needs  help  or  he 
can  turn  away, 
forgetting  his  true 
self  and  the  les¬ 
sons  his  father 
taught. 

It’s  an  old  di¬ 
lemma  that  pretty 
much  all  Chris¬ 
tians  come  face  to 
face  with  whether 
they  recognize  it 
or  not. 

Marked  by  the 
call  of  service  and 
responsibility  to 
all  of  God’s  cre¬ 
ation — or  just  the 
person  the  next 
pew  over — the 
Christian  is  con¬ 
tinually  presented 
with  Simba’s 
question.  Do  I 
care  or  not?  Will  I 
act  to  the  point  of 
I  choose  to  miss  the 


Film  good  for  kids  at  church 
day-care  or  adults  in  study 


By  DENISE  )OHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

If  you  have  a  family  of  kids  who 
love  cartoon  movies,  viewing  Walt 
Disney  Pictures’  “The  Lion  King” 
may  become  “the  mane  event”  of 
the  summer. 

This  heart-warming  African-setting 
epic  is  the  perfect  film  for  your  own 
kin  or  for  children  from  a  church 
day-care  class.  And  it’s  the  perfect 
field  trip  for  any  adult  taking  this 
year’s  mission  study  on  Africa. 

However,  take  a  tip  from  this  par¬ 
ent:  A  few  scenes  involving  death  and 
dying  may  be  a  little  scary  for  pre¬ 
schoolers  or  for  overly  sensitive  kids. 

The  scenes  are  easy  enough  to  han¬ 
dle,  during  and  after  the  movie,  if 
you’re  prepared.  They  can  become 
great  discussion  prompters  for  your 
family,  Sunday  School  class  or  youth 
group. 

“The  Lion  King”  is  the  story  of 
young  Simba  who  must  become  a 
brave  but  sensitive  king  of  the  Afri- 


TRINITY  STUDIES 

,7/te  Winning  iiPutgieitn 

1-800-848-2131 


can  Pride  Lands.  He  is  following  in 
the  enormous  footsteps  of  his  fa¬ 
ther,  King  Mufasa,  as  well  as  “all 
the  kings”  watching  down  on  him 
from  the  heavens  (see  related  story). 

Some  father-son  conversations  on 
death  are  handled  well.  For  example, 
when  the  playful  cub  asks  his  father 
about  the  other  animals  on  the  lower 
end  of  the  “food  chain”  being  avail¬ 
able  just  for  the  lions’  consumption, 
the  wise  Mufasa  replies: 

“When  we  die,  our  bodies  become 
the  grass,  and  the  antelope  eats  the 
grass,  and  so  we’re  all  connected  in 
the  great  circle  of  life.” 

Christian  adults  viewing  “Lion” 
with  their  favorite  youngster  can  re¬ 
mind  the  child  that  Mufasa’s  legacy 
is  similar  to  the  legacy  left  to  us  by 
Christ.  As  with  the  resurrection  story 
of  Jesus  and  the  disciples,  you  can 
point  out  that  Mufasa’s  spirit  will 
live  on  through  the  actions  of  Simba. 

They’ll  surely  agree  that’s  the  best 
way  that  “a  follower  of  the  king” 
can  keep  that  spirit  alive. 

i  i  .  — 

Tired  of  the  HUMP? 

The  solution—  15 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised 
roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Treneportatton  800-330-3622 


dilemma 

Simba’s  response  is  Disney-pre¬ 
dictable.  In  the  end  the  good  lions 
win.  The  Christian  response  is  re¬ 
vealed  in  the  history  of  our  faith 
and  the  state  of  the  kingdom  we’ve 
built  so  far — good  and  bad.  But  our 
good  news  is  that,  unlike  “The  Lion 
King”  whose  delightful  end  came 
too  quickly,  our  movie  isn’t  fin¬ 
ished  yet. 


CLASS 

IFIED 

RATES:  $1.35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $27.00  minimum  chaige  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  $10.80  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  adver¬ 
tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  and 
Children’s  Ministries  for  900-member  church. 
Degree  and  experience  preferred.  Mail  resume 
and  references  to:  Rev.  Gregory  B.  Iverson, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  230  East  Sky¬ 
line  Parkway,  Duluth,  MN  55811. 

SEEKING  DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  Minis¬ 

tries  to  be  responsible  for  the  day  to  day  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  program  and  age-level  ministries  of  a 
diverse  1700  plus  member  congregation  in  a 
university  community.  The  applicant  must 
have  strong  organizational  and  communication 
skills,  experience  in  a  team  ministry  concept 
and  genuinely  enjoy  people.  Bachelor’s  degree 
and  experience  preferred.  Sajary  negotiable 
based  on  experience  and  training.  Contact: 
Rev.  Jerry  Neel,  201  E.  Hospital  Street,  Nacog¬ 
doches,  TX  75961. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  Director  or 
growing  1600-member  church.  Compensation 
negotiable.  Contact:  Rev.  Larry  Stafford,  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Bossier  City,  LA 
(318)742-3823. 

PART-TIME  PIANIST/MUSIC  DIRECTOR 
for  Cedar  Park  United  Methodist  Church.  Con¬ 
tact:  Rev.  Jodie  Windbigler  (512)  335-9540  for 
more  information. 

LEAD  ORGANIZER:  CHURCH  BASED  orga¬ 
nization  seeking  experienced  full-time  organiz- 
er  interested  in  social  justice.  Spanish  helpful. 
Salary  commensurate  with  experience.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  C.U.R.E.,  1725-  C.R.  951,  Suite  104, 
Naples,  FL  33999. 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT,  large, 
growing  downtown  church.  Candidates  should 
possess  successful  experience  in  fund  raising, 
estate  planning  and  planned  giving  programs. 
Good  communication  skills  required.  Send  cov¬ 
er  letter,  resume  and  references  to:  SPRC  Com¬ 
mittee,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  1820 
Broadway,  Denver,  CO  80202. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries  wanted  to  assume  responsibilities  for  well 
established  youth  program  at  2000+  member 
church.  College  degree  and  two  to  four  years  ex- 
perience  preferred.  Salaiy  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  FUMC,  P.O.  Box  773,  Temple,  TX 
76503. 

FULL-TIME  STAFF  POSITION  open  for  Di¬ 
rector  of  Music  Ministries  in  a  2400-member 
church  in  Plano,  Texas  (suburb  of  Dallas).  Re- 
sponsible  for  adult,  youth,  and  children’s 
choirs,  as  well  as  handbells.  St.  Andrew  United 
Methodist  Church,  1401  Mira  Vista  Blvd.,  Pla¬ 
no,  TX  75093.  Contact  is  Charles  Stokes.  Tele¬ 
phone  (214)  380-8001 .  Fax:  (214)380-9533. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES,  3/4 
time.  Dynamic  1000  +  Austin  church  seeks  qual¬ 
ified  person  to  build  on  existing  program.  Re¬ 
sume  and  references:  Search  Committee, 
Northwest  Hills  United  Methodist  Church,  701/ 
Hart  Lane,  Austin,  TX  7873 1 .  (5 1 2)  345- 1 745. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
and  Programs  needed  for  2200+  member 
United  Methodist  Church  near  Houston,  Texas. 
Large  children's  program,  active  youth  and  mu¬ 
sic  ministries.  Send  resume  to:  Friendswood 
United  Methodist  Church,  attn:  Dr.  David 
Hearn,  204  W.  Edgewood,  Friendswood,  TX 
77546.  Fax:  (713)  482-3225.  Deadline  for  re¬ 
sumes  is  Julyz9,  1994. 

FOR  SALE:  SCHANTZ  PIPE  ORGAN.  2  man¬ 
ual,  17  ranks,  pipes  separately  wrapped,  boxed 
and  ready  to  ship.  Call  Carl  Johnson  (305)  888- 
1305. 

SACRAMENTO  AREA  HOME  FOR  SALE.  3 
bedroom,  3  bath,  winterized,  carpeted  and  fur¬ 
nished,  has  small  garage.  $58,500.  GDI  Joe  Wil- 
son  (915)565-5098. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Education  for  2500  +  member,  multi-staff 
church.  Strong  Sunday  school  program,  school 
for  little  children,  disciple  program,  etc.  in 
place.  Christian  education  degree  and  experi¬ 
ence  preferred.  Competitive  salary  and  benefits 
based  on  education  and  experience.  Call  or 
write  for  application/job  description:  Search 
Committee,  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  707,  Long¬ 
view,  TX  75606.  (903)  753-4463. 

YOUR  BEST  SKI  TRIP  EVER!  Whitewood 
Tours  specializes  in  group  ski  travel.  All  Colo¬ 
rado,  Utah,  and  Wyoming  destinations.  Com¬ 
petitive  rates  and  outstanding  service  mean  the 
best  value  for  your  group.  Call  us  today  at  800- 
810-2656. 

’’DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

ST.  JOHN’S  UNITED  METHODIST  Church  is 
searching  for  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth  and 
Young  Adult  Ministries.  Church  is  located  in 
Central  Florida  with  a  membership  of  1500. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  The  Rever¬ 
end  George  A.  Buie,  1800  Cypress  Gardens 
Boulevard,  S.E.,  Winter  Haven,  rL  33884. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week, 
$625  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627- 
9507. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MINISTRIES  WITH  Families: 
Full-time  position  starting  September  1 994.  Pre¬ 
fer  consecrated  diaconal  minister  or  certified  di¬ 
rector  of  Christian  education  with  two  years  work 
experience.  Responsibilities  include  planning,  di¬ 
recting,  and  implementing  ministries  with  chil¬ 
dren,  youth,  and  families.  Must  be  willing  and 
capable  of  organizing  an  active  youth  ministry. 
Competitive  salary  and  benefits.  For  job  descrip- 
tion  or  to  send  resume  contact:  Dennis 
Alexander,  Faith  UMC,  2708  33rd  Avenue  NE, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55418.  (612)  781-3167. 

FOR  BEST  SEATS  AT  THE  GREAT  Passion 
Play  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.,  reserve  now  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12 
or  more)!  Just  $30  each  includes  lodging,  meals, 
taxes,  and  best  ($12.50)  tickets!  Call  (501 )  253- 
8418.  ! 

EVENT/CAMPING  TENT  CONNECTS  TO 
MOST  minivans,  SUV’s,  pickups;  great  for 
youth  ministry  outings.  Literature  $2.00  (re¬ 
fundable):  Arkatents,  Box  37-M,  Pine  Ridge, 
AR  71966.  1 

PART-TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE  imme¬ 
diately —  assistant  to  minister  to  children  and 
families  in  large,  growing  congregation.  Fax  re¬ 
sume  to:  (2 1 4)  380-9533  or  call  (2 1 4)  380-8001 . 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 
cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest 
and  negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal 
references.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

NEW  MEMBER/VOLUNTEER  Coordinator: 
Full-time  diaconal  or  laity.  Management  expe¬ 
rience  working  with  volunteerSjpreferably  in 
church.  Candidate  should  be:  efficient,  detail- 
oriented,  work  well  with  people,  have  firm  un¬ 
derstanding  of  own  Christian  faith;  be 
innovative  thinker  with  computer  database 
skills.  Send  inquiries/resume:  Manchester 
UMC,  Attn:  Barbara  Land,  129  Woods  Mill 
Road,  Manchester,  MO  63011. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
$$$.  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Sta¬ 
tion  Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804. 
(919)  442-12 11.  (Accredited). 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship: 
11:00  a.m.  (504)488-0856. 
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a  ume 
of  renewing 
and  recharging 


Bishop  William  Oden 


Each  bishop  is  required  to  take  a  renewal  leave  once  every  four  years. 
During  this  time  from  mid- July  to  mid-October,  I  will  be  following  sev¬ 
eral  avenues  of  renewal.  First,  there  will  be  a  couple  of  weeks  of  good 
hard  porch-rocking  and  mountain-climbing  at  our  cabin  in  Southwest 
Colorado,  followed  by  reflection/retreat  time  at  a  Franciscan  center 
near  Espanola,  New  Mexico. 


Then  on  to  Iliff  Seminary,  Denver,  Colorado,  where  I  will  do  some 
study  and  research  for  a  paper  on  bilaterals  (dialogues)  between  World 
Christian  Communions  and  how  the  conclusions  of  these  dialogues  are 
being  received  within  the  denominational  structures.  Examples  of  this 
would  be  Roman  Catholic/Methodist  bilateral,  which  generated  the 
book  The  Apostolic  Tradition  and  the  Anglican/Methodist  dialogue 
which  produced  Sharing  In  The  Apostolic  Communion.  These  bilater¬ 
als,  through  the  World  Methodist  Council,  have  also  included  dia¬ 
logues  with  the  World  Lutheran  Federation,  the  Reformed  Churches 
and  the  World  Orthodox  (Greek  and  Russian)  Communions.  My  re¬ 
search  on  this  project  will  conclude  with  a  paper  to  be  presented  in  Ge¬ 
neva,  Switzerland  Oct.  8-12.  Marilyn  and  I  will  then  return  home  for  a 
full  fall  schedule. 

During  my  leave,  I  will  return  to  Baton  Rouge  to  meet  with  the  Cabi¬ 
net  (Aug.  24-25).  Also,  during  this  period,  I  will  be  a  faculty  member  of 
the  New  District  Superintendents  and  Conference  Council  Directors 
Training  Event  at  Lake  Junaluska  (Aug.  28-Sept.  3). 


I  appreciate  the  district  superintendents  and  Conference  staff  being 
willing  to  handle  any  special  needs  and  emergencies  that  may  arise 
while  I  am  on  leave. 

The  office  of  bishop  includes  much  excitement  and  celebration.  It 
also  carries  tremendous  stress  and  burdens.  In  its  wisdom,  General 
Conference  mandated  renewal  leaves  every  four  years  for  our  bishops.  I 
look  forward  to  a  time  apart  and  pray  that  God’s  spirit  will  find  its  way 
to  the  center  of  my  being  bringing  health,  healing,  and  spiritual  renew¬ 
al.  Will  you  please  join  me  in  this  prayer? 


State  funds  plumbing  school 
classes  at  Sager-Brown  Center 


Funds  for  a  satellite  center  of 
Young  Memorial  Technical  Insti¬ 
tute  to  be  developed  at  Sager-Brown 
Center  for  Enabling  Ministries  in 
Baldwin  were  announced  recently 
by  State  Rep.  Jack  Smith  and  Sena¬ 
tor  Mike  Foster. 

Being  provided  to  Young  Memo¬ 
rial  is  $120,000  for  a  plumbing 
school  at  Sager-Brown  where  Sarah 
Schoeffler  is  director. 


The  Center  will  provide  class¬ 
room  and  workshop  space  for  the 
course  and  the  technical  institute 
will  supply  administration  and  in¬ 
struction  plus  other  aspects  of  the 
plumbing  school. 

The  school  is  expected  to  open  this 
fall  and  will  include  1 5  students,  ini- 
tially.  Learning  plumbing  skills 
should  lead  to  jobs  for  many  persons 
of  the  area  who  are  unemployed. 


Dr.  Donald  Cottrill,  executive  director  of  CCOM 
to  become  senior  pastor  of  Aldersgate  UMC  in  Slidell 


Bishop  William  Oden  and  Rev. 
Carl  E.  Rhoads  III  superintendent  of 
North  Shore  District,  have  an¬ 
nounced  that  Dr.  Donald  C.  Cottrill, 
who  for  the  past  four  years  has 
served  Louisiana  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  as  executive  director, 
will  become  senior  pastor  of  Alders¬ 
gate  UMC,  Slidell,  effective  Aug.  1 5. 
Associate  pastor  is  Rev.  Walter 
Parker  Jr.  Former  senior  pastor  Rev. 
Cliff  Wright  Jr.  has  transferred  to 
Southwest  Texas  Conference. 

Louisiana  Conference  has  made  re¬ 
markable  progress  during  the  years 
Cottrill  has  headed  CCOM  and 
served  in  the  Louisiana  Cabinet.  He 
has  coordinated  programming  for  the 
Conference’s  600  churches. 

Church  Extension 

He  has  given  vision  to  the  confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Church  Extension. 
With  his  help,  a  total  of  14  churches 
have  been  organized  or  relocated  and 
reorganized  in  many  areas  of  the 
state.  Among  these  is  the  most  recent 
new  church  starting  in  Mandeville. 
The  Grambling  community  is  cur¬ 
rently  in  the  process  of  developing  a 
new  church  in  connection  with  the 
campus  ministry. 

The  Church  Extension  board  also 
has  helped  New  Orleans  Urban 
Ministries  in  low-income  neighbor¬ 
hoods  and  has  worked  to  reorganize 
the  United  Methodist  Mission  Cen¬ 
ter  in  Baton  Rouge  in  a  cooperative 
ministry  from  several  local  congre¬ 
gations. 

VISION  2000 

Cottrill^  has  given  leadership  to 
VISION  TOM  in  Louisiana,  a  vi¬ 
sionary  program  for  the  church  en¬ 
tering  the  next  century  which  has 
served  as  an  example  for  other  con¬ 
ferences.  Task  Forces  were  orga¬ 
nized  for  each  of  four  areas  and 
materials  were  written  within  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

He  serves  on  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  in  Dallas  and  has  edited  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist. 

Traveling  the  state,  he  has  visited 
churches  in  all  districts.  He  was  a 
staff  coordinator  for  the  Louisiana 


Gathering,  coordinator  of  the  Rus¬ 
sian  Food  Lift  for  the  Conference 
and  staff  liaison  for  Hurricane  An- 
drew  Disaster  Response  which 
opened  Sager-Brown  Center  for  En¬ 
abling  Ministries  in  Baldwin.  The 
center  has  moved  into  another 
phase  of  services  to  low-income  res¬ 
idents  of  South  Louisiana. 

Conference  Center 

Spearheading  a  promotional  cam¬ 
paign  for  the  Conference  Center,  he 
serves  on  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Conference  Center  board.  He  has 
seen  that  Annual  Conferences  run 
smoothly,  having  served  as  staff  co¬ 
ordinator  for  the  agenda  committee. 

Concerning  Cottrill’s  move,  Bish¬ 
op  Oden  said,  “I  am  sorry  to  be  los¬ 
ing  Don  from  his  position  as  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries 
executive  director.  He  has  served 
the  Conference  well  and  has  been 
the  prime  mover  in  VISION  2000. 
He  will  now  have  the  opportunity 
to  translate  his  pastoral  skills  in 
leadership  of  one  of  the  largest  and 
fastest  growing  congregations  in  our 
Conference.” 

Gifted  leader 

Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  Conference  direc¬ 
tor  of  education  and  worship  minis¬ 
tries,  summed  up  the  feelings  of 
Cottrill’s  staff  this  way,  “Anytime  you 
have  someone  who  is  gentle,  yet 
strong,  focused  yet  open,  trusting  yet 
discerning,  you  have  a  gifted  leader. 
That’s  exactly  what  Don  has  been  for 
the  Conference.  His  unrelenting  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  ministries  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  as  well  as  to  the  local  church, 
his  non-anxious  presence  in  the  midst 
of  constant  deadlines  and  sometimes 
volatile  issues  and  his  terrific  sense  of 
humor  have  empowered  all  of  us  to 
operate  at  an  optimum  in  our  varying 
tasks.  Don  would  never  think  of  ask¬ 
ing  any  of  us  to  do  anything  he  would 
not  do  himself,  tenfold.” 

Dr.  Charles  Simmons,  pastor, 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
who  has  worked  with  Don  as  chair 
of  CCOM  and  of  Conference  VI¬ 
SION  2000  said,  “Don  Cottrill  is  a 


rare  combination  of  competence 
and  commitment,  caring  and  char¬ 
acter,  and  a  soul  that  sings.  I  know 
of  no  one  with  more  administrative 
acumen.  His  ability  to  juggle  many 
agendas  at  once,  to  attend  to  details 
without  losing  sight  of  the  larger 
purpose  and  to  remain  flexible  yet 
true  to  set  priorities  is  a  wonder  to 
behold. 

"Don  has  developed  God-given 
gifts  into  a  fine  professional  art  — 
and  the  Louisiana  Conference  has 
been  the  beneficiary.  But  Don’s 
passion  for  our  faith  and  God’s 
Kingdom  is  what  drives  his  consid¬ 
erable  talents  and  transforms  his 
work  into  ministry.  Always  giving 
more  than  is  required,  never  satis¬ 
fied  with  things  accomplished,  for¬ 
ever  reaching  for  a  greater 
faithfulness,  he  is  content  to  do  it 
all  behind  the  scenes.” 

Prior  to  this  appointment  as  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  CCOM,  Cottrill  was 
senior  minister  at  Summer  Grove 
UMC  in  Shreveport,  associate  at 
First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  director 
of  youth  ministries  at  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville 
and  associate  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  CCOM. 

He  and  his  wife,  Rebecca  Eliza¬ 
beth  “Becca,”  Louisiana  director  of 
Teach,  have  two  daughters,  Cynthia 
Elizabeth  and  Caitlin  Doyle. 


Hispanic  Ministries 
tour  registration 
is  due  immediately 

One  response  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  the 
National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Minis¬ 
tries  is  a  mission  tour.  The  tour,  set 
for  Sept.l8-Oct.  2,  will  provide  op¬ 
portunities  to  visit  a  variety  of  His¬ 
panic  Mission  projects. 

Starting  and  ending  in  San  Anto¬ 
nio,  the  tour  group,  limited  to  35 
persons,  will  travel  to  Laredo,  the 
Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley,  El  Paso 
and  Juarez,  Mexico.  Included  will 
be  visits  to  urban  churches,  rural 
missions,  Cononias  ministries  and 
missionaries,  community  centers 
and  a  border  school. 

Tour  leader  will  be  Rev.  Conrado 
Soltero,  executive  secretary  of  His¬ 
panic  Ministries. 

Cost  of  the  tour  is  $1,129  (double 
occupancy)  and  $1,638  (single  occu¬ 
pancy)  and  does  not  include  travel 
expenses  to  and  from  the  place  of 
departure.  A  deposit  is  due  not  later 
than  July  15.  For  additional  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  register  for  the  tour 
call:  (212)  870-3787. 

Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell 
receives  doctorate 


Dr.  George  W.  C. 
Calvin  Sr. 


‘ Toward  Joyful  Christian  Discipleship  ’ 

UMW  School  of  Christian  Mission 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

July  21-24 

Centenary  College  In  Shreveport,  Louisiana 

Fannie  P.  Reddix,  dean;  Mary  Quinones,  assistant  dean 
Pre-register  through  local  church  UMW  units. 

Registration  Thursday,  July  21,  9-noon,  James  Dorm. 


Emphases  of  the  School  of  Christian  Mis¬ 
sion  will  be:  the  global  mission  of  the 
church  and  responsibilities  of  Christians 
within  it;  training  of  leadership  and  devel¬ 
opment  to  promote  and  interpret  the  pur¬ 
pose  and  total  program,  of  United 
Methodist  Women;  to  provide  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  individuals  and  study  groups  to  ex¬ 
plore  today’s  family  realities  and  to 
develop,  strengthen  and  support  family 
ministries. 

★  ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★■A- 

Coordinating  the  music  for  the  school 
will  be  Judy  and  George  Gross,  who  play 
the  piano,  sing,  direct  adult,  youth  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  choirs  and  a  handbell  ensemble  at 
First  UMC  in  Pineville. 


STUDY  LEADERS 
"African  Churches  Speak" 


Anne  C.  Hearn 
Rev.  Arnold  V.  Brown 


Rev.  Freddie  Henderson  Sr. 
Ernestine  C.  Dixon 


"Family:  Drawing  the  Circle  Wide" 


Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr. 
Rev.  Elston  R.  Perry 


Rev.  Ester  L.  Hammond 
Rev.  Annette  Sowell 


"Making  the  World  Safe  for  Children" 


Doris  Burnett  Brown 
Joy  Foil  LeBoutillier 


Lois  R.  Heath 
Debra  Bashaw 


Rev.  Elston 
Ricky  Perry 


Fannie  P.  Reddix 


Joy  Foil 
LeBoutillier 


Debra  Bashaw 


Doris  Burnett 
Brown 


Lois  R.  Heath 


Mary  Quinones 


Rev.  Freddie 
Henderson  Sr. 


Anne  C.  Hearn 


Ernestine  C.  Dixon 


Rev.  Arnold 
V.  Brown 


Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell,  pastor  of 
Hartzell-Mt.  Zion  Charge,  Slidell, 
recently  received  a  doctor  of  minis¬ 
try  degree  from  Presbyterian  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Austin. 

North  Shore  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  Carl  Rhoads  III  made  the  an¬ 
nouncement  at  Annual  Conference. 

Lost  and  Found 

Found  at  the  recent  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  in  Shreveport:  Two  sets  of 
car  keys  —  Volvo  and  Ford  —  and 
what  appears  to  be  prescription  sun¬ 
glasses  in  a  pink  and  gray  cloth  case. 

Anyone  who  might  have  lost 
these  items  may  contact  Dick  An¬ 
ders,  (318/869-5108)  at  Centenary 
College. 

In  Memoriam 

Nora  J.  Moore,  54,  wife  of  Rev. 
Levi  Moore,  pastor  of  New  Light- 
Bradford  Chapel  UM  Charge,  died 
on  June  4. 

Funeral  services  were  held  June 
1 1  in  St.  Paul  UMC,  Shreveport. 

Baton  Rouge  VIM 
works  with  Navajos 

On  a  work  project  tour  to  the  Na¬ 
vajo  Methodist  Center  is  a  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Mission  team  of  youth  and 
adults  from  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge.  Tom  Jackson  is  leading  the 
group. 

High  school  youths  and  adults 
left  on  the  Fourth  of  July  weekend 
to  travel  to  Farmington,  New  Mexi¬ 
co.  They  are  to  work  with  the  Na¬ 
tive  Americans  in  the  center.  It  is 
located  in  the  four  corners  area 
where  the  boundaries  of  New  Mexi¬ 
co,  Colorado,  Utah  and  Arizona  in¬ 
tersect. 

The  team  is  repairing  buildings 
and  grounds  of  school  and  hospital 
facilities  and  learning  about  the  Na¬ 
vajo  culture.  They  will  return  home 
July  13. 


Faith  forum 
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Carter's  Christianity  defused  Korea 


Let's  give  former  President  Jim¬ 
my  Carter  credit  where  credit  is 
due  on  two  counts: 

First,  his  recent  visit  with  North 
Korean  President  Kim  II  Sung  de¬ 
fused  a  volatile  international  situ¬ 
ation,  at  least  for  now.  Second,  the 
episode  provides 
an  instructive 
lesson  for  Chris¬ 
tians  and  others 
in  how  to  handle 
conflict. 

On  the  first 
count,  critics  of 
the  Carter  visit 
appear  to  be  put 
off  because  he  wasn’t  tough 
enough  with  the  North  Korean 
dictator.  For  example,  New  York 
Times  columnist  William  Safire 
chastised  Mr.  Carter  for  having 
“embraced  his  loose  cannon  [Mr. 
Kim]  as  his  savior." 

Even  overlooking  Mr.  Safire’s 
“savior”  reference  mocking  Mr. 
Carter’s  Christianity,  the  colum¬ 
nist’s  spin  on  events  is  rooted  more 
in  ridicule  than  in  reason.  While 
Mr.  Carter  did,  in  fact,  physically 
embrace  Mr.  Kim,  the  end  result  of 
their  conversations  was  common 
sense,  not  concessions. 

The  common  sense:  All  parties  to 
the  dispute  (over  the  inspection  of 
nuclear  weapons  development  by 
North  Korea)  need  to  keep  talking. 
Such  logic  is  based  on  historical  evi¬ 
dence  of  what  happens  when  parties 
stop  talking  and  resume  “diploma¬ 
cy  by  other  means” — that  is,  war. 

Contrary  to  what  some  hard-liners 
would  have  one  believe,  talking  with 
one’s  adversary  does  not  automati¬ 
cally  equate  with  “appeasement.” 
No  evidence  has  been  shown  that 
Mr.  Carter  appeased  Mr.  Kim. 
Rather,  he  kept  the  door  open  for 
what  are  sure  to  be  hard  but  not  im¬ 
possible  negotiations.  But  surely  the 
negotiations  that  have  now  been 
scheduled  by  the  North  Korean  and 
South  Korean  governments  are  far 
preferable  to  the  prospect  of  armed 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE 

This  handshake  for  peace  between  a  Palestinian  youth  and  an  Israeli  soldier  in  the  Gaza  Strip  is  one 
more  in  a  recent  series  of  face-to-face  efforts  at  reconciliation.  Efforts  like  these  and  that  of  former 
President  Jimmy  Carter  in  his  recent  trip  to  North  Korea  show  that  conflicts  are  best  resolved  by  per¬ 
sonal  contacts  that  reduce  the  likelihood  of  turning  one's  adversaries  into  demons  (see  related  edito¬ 
rial  at  left). 


Editorials 


conflict. 

On  the  second  count — handling 
conflict — Mr.  Carter  practiced  basic 
biblical  Christianity.  Few  substitutes 
exist  for  face-to-face  dialogue  that  is 
rooted  in  respect  for  one’s  adversary 
and  that  permits  all  parties  to  a  con¬ 
flict  to  have  their  say  (see,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  Matthew  5:21-24). 

On  the  international  scene,  wit¬ 
ness  the  reconciling  handshake- 


viewed-around-the-world  by 
Israel’s  Yitzhak  Rabin  and  PLO 
leader  Yasser  Arafat.  Or  consider 
the  healing  impact  on  South  Afri¬ 
ca  of  the  personal  relationship  be¬ 
tween  Nelson  Mandela  and 
Frederik  W.  De  Klerk. 

The  lesson  applies  equally  to 
congregations  and  individuals  ex¬ 
periencing  conflict.  That’s  because 
the  temptation  to  view  one’s  ad¬ 
versaries  as  devils,  and  hence  to 
break  off  dialogue  with  them,  can 
be  as  powerful  locally  as  it  is  in  the 
global  arena. 


By  contrast,  Mr.  Carter  showed 
that  staying  in  eye-to-eye  commu¬ 
nication  maintains  the  likelihood 
of  seeing  each  other,  not  as  de¬ 
mons  to  be  destroyed  but  as  broth¬ 
er  and  sister  human  beings  for 
whom  Jesus  also  died. 

We  believe  that  Mr.  Carter 
knows  his  real  Savior  and  His  warn¬ 
ing  to  be  “wise  as  serpents”  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  one’s  adversaries.  Being 
wise  includes  the  insight  that  when 
enemies  talk  face-to-face,  words  be¬ 
come  the  way  to  flesh-and-biood 
understanding  and  reconciliation. 


Is  it  AH-men  or  is  it 
AY-men?  Why  care ? 


By  EVELYN  B.  CORROUGH 

I  recently  encountered  what  must 
be  the  ultimate  in  conformity.  A 
friend  and  her  daughter  are  plan¬ 
ning  the  daughter’s  wedding. 
They’re  relatively  new  in  their 
church,  so  they  sat  in  on  a  recent 
wedding  ceremony  to  see  how 
things  went. 

Both  were  absolutely  appalled  at 
the  Lord’s  Prayer.  Among  Protes¬ 
tants,  we  differ  in  a  lot  of  ways. 
Some  of  us  trespass,  while  others  of 
us  have  debts  and  debtors.  At  this 
particular  wedding,  even  though  the 
presiding  minister  specifically  an¬ 
nounced  that  they  had  debts  and 
debtors,  a  few  outsiders  still  insisted 
on  trespassing. 

Found  intolerable 

My  friend  and  her  daughter 
found  this  intolerable;  they 
wouldn’t  want  such  nonconformity 
at  their  upcoming  wedding,  so  they 
solved  the  problem  by  asking  the 
soloist  to  sing  the  Lord’s  Prayer. 
Now  they  can  be  assured  that  no 
trespassers  will  creep  up  on  the  debt¬ 
ors.  The  particular  musical  arrange¬ 
ment  they  chose  is  new;  they  won’t 
have  to  be  concerned  about  some 
monotone  humming  along  with  the 
soloist. 

I  certainly  hope  that  my  friend’s 
daughter’s  wedding  doesn’t  require 
any  unison  AMENs  to  be  uttered.  Is 
it  AH-men?  ah-MEN?  AY-men?  ay- 
MEN?  Or  how  about  the  Jewish 
Oh-MEIN? 

And  fortunately,  the  senior  pastor 
will  be  available  to  perform  the 
wedding  ceremony.  The  assistant 
pastor,  who  would  normally  fill  in 
for  the  senior  pastor,  is  a  woman. 
The  bride  does  not  consider  a  wom¬ 
an  to  be  a  proper  member  of  the 
clergy;  certainly  a  woman  minister 
would  be  too  far  out  for  this  wed¬ 
ding. 

I  know  I  will  never  brave  taking 


My  Witness 


Evelyn  B. 
Corrough  is  a 
member  of  First 
United  Methodist 
Church  in 
Lombard \  Illinois 
(Northern  Illinois 
Annual 
Conference). 


these  two  women  to  my  own  church 
services.  We  recently  hired  a  young, 
African-American  woman  as  our  as¬ 
sociate  pastor.  For  our  very  WASP 
congregation,  this  has  been  quite  an 
experience,  but  for  my  friend  and 
her  daughter  it  would  be  sheer  ter¬ 
ror  of  the  unknown. 

Occasionally,  our  young  pastor 
will  heartily  invite  us  to  say  AMEN 
(“Let  the  church  say  AMEN!’’). 
And  we  do.  Well,  sort  of.  We’re  still 
learning.  But  I’ve  noticed  over  the 
course  of  the  year  that  the  enthusi¬ 
asm  and  vigor  have  picked  up.  No 
one  corrects  us  if  we  say  AY-men. 

Some  get  carried  away 

When  invited  to  say  “Hallelu¬ 
jah,”  some  of  us  drop  the  ‘H’;  some 
of  us  get  carried  away  with  a  ‘y’ 
sound  on  the  last  syllable.  A  lot  of 
us  are  still  mumbling  or  waiting  to 
be  sure  EVERYONE  in  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  is  responding  before  we  do. 

None  of  us  has  reached  the  point 
where  we  can  shout  spontaneously, 
but  I’ve  no  doubt  that  our  young 
pastor  will  get  us  to  that  point  soon. 
And  what’s  more,  I  think  we’re  all 
the  richer  for  learning  to  be  non¬ 
conformists. 

Someday  soon  we  might  even  be 
able  to  trespass  on  the  debtors  with¬ 
out  squirming  or  without  offending 
anybody. 


John  Gillespie  should  be  commended  for  his  courage 


What  others 


afSC  Pontius'  Puddle 

THE  GATHERED 
CHORC.H  ISTHE 
SALT  OF  THE 
EARTH. 


OMFORTOMATETLV,  WHEN  THE 
WEATHER  TURNS  NICE , 

IAY  tAEfAGERS  PEOlDE  TO 
& 0  ON  A  LOW-  SALT  PIET. 


In  a  world  full  of  relativistic  the¬ 
ology  and  theologians,  even  within 
our  beloved  denomination,  it  is  re¬ 
freshing  to  read  of  the  courage  of  a 
pastor  like  Rev.  John  Gillespie  (see 
UMR,  June  24). 

He  should  be  commended  for  his 
willingness  to  stand  firmly  on  Scrip¬ 
ture  and  for  his  recognition  that 
there  are  certain  moral  absolutes 
contained  within  God’s  word  that 
cannot  be  compromised. 

Would  that  there  were  thousands 
like  him  within  our  church  leader¬ 
ship  who  were  willing  to  uphold  the 
integrity  and  primacy  of  scripture, 
without  regard  for  the  cost. 

Ralph  H.  Walton,  Jr. 

Granbury,  Texas 

Optimistic 

Perhaps  I  can  help  some  of  your 
readers  increase  their  optimism  and 
shed  any  pessimism  in  their  outlook. 

In  the  Spring,  U.S.  News  and 
World  Report  ran  an  article  titled 
“Spiritual  America.”  The  story  ran 
1 1  pages,  including  several  surveys 
which  found: 

■  84  percent  of  those  surveyed 
believe  the  Bible  is  the  inspired 
word  of  God. 

■  60  percent  attend  worship  reg¬ 
ularly; 

■  84  percent  believe  our  govern¬ 
ment  would  be  better  if  morality 
and  truth  were  stressed. 

My  enthusiasm  for  this  news  led 
me  to  ask  for  five  minutes  during 
Sunday  worship  to  tell  our  congre¬ 
gation  about  it. 

Harold  Slocum 
Altoona,  Florida 

Korea  is  4th 

Alice  Smith’s  article  (see  UMR, 
May  27)  mistakenly  reported  that 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


“Korea  has  the  largest  Christian 
population  (one-third)  in  Asia.” 

The  Encyclopedia  of  Asian  Histo¬ 
ry  (Vol.  I,  p.  313)  ranks  Korea 
fourth  in  this  category,  after  the 
Philippines,  India  and  Indonesia. 
An  estimated  92  percent  of  the  pop¬ 
ulation  (about  60  million  people) 
claim  Christianity  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  the  only  Asian  nation  where 
Christianity  is  the  majority  religion. 
In  India,  Christians  make  up  about 
3  percent  of  approximately  900  mil¬ 
lion,  or  27  million  persons.  The 
one-third  of  South  Korea’s  45  mil¬ 
lion  people  amounts  to  about  15 
million  Christians. 

Allen  H.  Merriam 
Joplin,  Missouri 

I  applaud  him 

I  applaud  the  stand  taken  by 
Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  (see  UMR, 
May  27). 

He  says  that  he  doesn’t  believe 
“that  there  is  a 
‘profound  division’ 
in  the  [United 
Methodist] 
church.”  He  la¬ 
ments  allegations 
that  such  “pro¬ 
found  divisions” 
exist. 

One  problem 
with  the  claims  that  they  do  exist  is 
that  those  claims  subtly  promote  the 
divisiveness  they  say  they  deplore. 

For  example,  your  April  29  arti¬ 
cle  titled  “Manifestos  rally  Method¬ 
ist  liberals,  conservatives,”  told 
about  two  “manifestos.” 


One  was  “committed  to  healing 
our  denomination  instead  of  split¬ 
ting  it  into  factions,”  presumbably 
like  the  scribes  of  the  other  manifes¬ 
to  want  to  do. 

The  other  warned  of  “the  peril  of 
abandoning  the  Christian  faith,” 
implicitly  suggesting  that  those  not 
subscribing  are  guilty  of  that  sin. 

Why  do  the  manifestos  and  the 
statements  accompanying  their  re¬ 
lease  remind  me  of  the  loyalty  oath  I 
had  to  take  a  few  decades  ago  as  a 
young  Navy  ROTC  student  after  I’d 
already  sworn  to  defend  the  country, 
or  risk  being  booted  out  of  the  pro¬ 
gram?  Shades  of  Senator  McCarthy! 

The  marginal  editorial  comment 
with  your  April  article  said:  “The 
statements  could  help  set  the  tone 
for  the  next  General  Conference, 
...”  I  hope  you’re  wrong.  The  next 
General  Conference  should  start 
with  unity,  not  with  division,  and 
allegations  about  division  should  be 
kept  in  perspective,  as  Bishop  Solo¬ 
mon  has  done. 

Let’s  hear  more  from  our  bishops 
as  our  elected  spiritual  leaders.  We 
need  more  reminders  of  what  we 


have  in  common  in  Scripture  and 
the  [Book  of]  Discipline  and  fewer 
efforts  by  ad  hoc  groups  to  define 
what  it  is  that  we  believe  or  should 
believe.  We  need  fewer  efforts  to  es¬ 
calate  “non-profound”  differences 
into  power  struggles. 

Stan  Sager 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

Exceptional  church 

In  response  to  the  excellent  arti¬ 
cle:  “Church  doesn’t  welcome  dis¬ 
abled  people,”  (see  UMR,  June  17) 
we  certainly  affirm  the  strong  senti¬ 
ments  of  Bret  Webb-Mitchell  re¬ 
garding  the  lethargy  of  mainline 
denominations  to  seek  aggressively 
to  serve  the  spiritual  needs  of  the 
disabled. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Phoenixville,  Pa.,  is  doing  some¬ 
thing  positive  and  has  been  for  18 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Let  us  not  grow  weary  in  well¬ 
doing,  for  in  due  season  we  shall 
reap,  if  we  do  not  lose  heart.” 

Book  Chapter  Terse 


(Last  week's  answer  John  1:5) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  10 

Sunday:  Psalms  24:1-6 
Monday:  Psalms  24:7-10 
Tuesday:  2  Samuel  6:1-5 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  6: 1 2b-l 9 
Thursday:  Ephesians  1:3-10 
Friday:  Ephesians  1:11-14 
Saturday:  Mark  6:14-29 


years.  Each  Sunday  for  an  hour, 
nine  months  of  the  year,  a  meaning¬ 
ful  service  is  held  in  our  Chapel  for 
all  physically  or  mentally  handi¬ 
capped.  We  call  it  the  “Church  of 
the  Exceptional.” 

Folks  arrive  by  car  or  van  or 
wheelchair.  The  service  is  conduct¬ 
ed  entirely  by  volunteers  from  our 
church.  Several  special  events  are 
held  during  the  year.  Attendance 
varies  from  1 5  to  40. 

Earlin  Snyder  of  this  church,  or¬ 
ganized  the  special  church  in  1976. 
He  reports  it  is  heartwarming  to  see 
the  response  of  the  group  and  the 
wonderful  loyalty  of  the  volunteers. 

Warren  S.  Sellers 
Phoenixville,  Pennsylvania 


are  saying 

“God  calls  us  to  be  positive,  to 
be  winsome  and  enthusiastic  . . . 
looking  at  what  is  not  perfect, 
but  with  eyes  of  faith — looking  at 
what  it  can  be.” 

— -United  Methodist  laywoman 
Shirley  Byers  of  Nassau,  N.Y, 
speaking  to  the  Peninsula- Dela¬ 
ware  Annual  Conference. 

*  *  * 

“If  you’re  a  banker,  change 
banking  practices  that  are  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  poor.  If  you’re  a 
lawyer,  speak  up  on  behalf  of  the 
voiceless.  You  cannot  separate 
your  talents  from  your  calling  as 
a  Christian.  We  need  your  talents 
more  than  your  donations.” 

— Urban  planner  German  Cruz,  a 
member  of  Second  Ponce  de  Leon 
Baptist  Church  in  Atlanta. 

*  *  * 

“The  challenge  is  to  determine 
which  perspective  will  govern 
our  lives — the  success-oriented, 
achievement-driven,  judgment¬ 
rendering  perspective  of  modem 
society  or  the  mysterious  God- 
centered  worldview  of  a  religious 
faith  governed  by  love,  forgive¬ 
ness  and  understanding.” 

— The  Rev.  James  M.  Wall,  edi¬ 
tor,  The  Christian  Century  maga¬ 
zine. 
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REPORT  CRITICIZED:  The  World 

Methodist  Council’s  chief  executive,  the  Rev. 
Joe  Hale  of  Lake  Juna- 
luska,  N.C.,  said  that  he  is 
“shocked  and  saddened”  by 
a  denial  of  Jewish  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  massacre  of 
Palestinian  Muslims  in 
prayer.  An  Israeli  govern¬ 
ment  commission  conclud¬ 
ed  that  Jewish  settler 
Baruch  Goldstein  was  the 
only  person  to  blame  for  the  killings  of  29 
Muslim  worshipers  at  a  Hebron  mosque.  Dr. 
Hale  said  stories  in  the  Jerusalem  Post  and 
other  publications  blamed  the  Israeli  govern¬ 
ment  for  inciting  settlers  to  carry  weapons  at 
all  times  and  to  harass  Palestinians — policies 
which  he  contended  make  Israel  accountable 
for  the  Palestinians’  deaths. 


Joe  Hale 


BILL  SUPPORTED:  Executives  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society — the  so¬ 
cial-action  arm  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church — have  joined  other  groups  and  de¬ 
nominations  supporting  the  Employment  Non¬ 
discrimination  Act  of  1 994.  The  bipartisan  bill, 
introduced  into  both  houses  of  the  U.S.  Con¬ 
gress,  would  prohibit  work-place  discrimination 
based  on  sexual  orientation.  As  written,  the  bill 
exempts  small  businesses,  religious  organizations 
and  the  military  but  applies  to  Congress.  Sup¬ 
porting  the  bill  are  the  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett,  chief  executive  of  the  social-action 
board,  and  Jane  Hull  Harvey,  staff  executive  in 
charge  of  human  relations  issues. 

'GOD  BOX'  ENCIRCLED:  Supporters 

of  gay  and  lesbian  rights  joined  hands  during  a 
June  24  demonstration  to  encircle  the  Inter¬ 
church  Center — popularly  known  as  the  “God 
Box” — at  475  Riverside  Drive  in  New  York. 
The  Interchurch  Center  houses  offices  of  the 
National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
the  U.S.A.  and  various  denominations,  includ¬ 
ing  several  United  Methodist  agencies.  The 
Rev.  B.  Joan  Campbell,  the  council’s  general 
secretary,  was  among  those  who  joined  hands 
at  the  base  of  the  building  and  held  a  rainbow- 
colored  ribbon  that  remained  afterward. 


COORDINATOR  NAMED:  An  Okla¬ 
homa  City  journalist  has  been  named  coordina¬ 
tor  of  a  newly  created  Native  American 
Communications  office  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  in  Nashville.  Ginny  Under¬ 
wood,  a  Comanche-Kiowa,  joins  the  church’s 
communications’  agency  July  18.  Formerly  a 
television  associate  producer,  Ms.  Underwood 
is  the  daughter  and  granddaughter  of  well- 
known  Native  American  Methodists  in  Okla¬ 
homa.  Her  primary  job  will  be  to  oversee  the 
new  facsimile  network  that  will  distribute  news 
and  information  to  Native  American  congrega¬ 
tions  and  communities  at  key  locations 
throughout  the  U.S.  The  fax  network  was  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  church’s  Native  American  Inter¬ 
national  Caucus. 

COMPUTERS  AND  CHALLENGES: 

A  doctoral  program  combining  computer  tech¬ 
nology  and  ministry  to  mentally  and  physically 
challenged  people  will  be  offered  in  January  by 
United  Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 
The  2'/2-year  program  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  school  is  a  collaborative  venture 
with  the  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  De¬ 
partment  of  the  denomination’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  Health  and  Welfare  last 
year  instituted  the  Computerized  AIDS  Minis¬ 
tries  network,  which  is  being  used  as  a  model 
for  the  program,  said  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Roberson, 
United’s  associate  dean  for  doctoral  studies. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Burundian  says  some  Hutus,  Tutsis 
'offering  love  of  Christ  to  anyone' 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALl 


GEORGETOWN,  Texas — Many  Hutus  as  well  as  Tutsis  in  Bu¬ 
rundi  have  remained  true  Christians,  says  United  Methodist  the 
Rev.  Joel  Ncahoruri  of  Burundi.  He  shared  his  experiences  with 
students  at  the  United  Methodist  West  Gulf  Regional  School  of 
Christian  Mission  June  22-26. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

GEORGETOWN,  Texas— No 
matter  what  you  hear  about  mas¬ 
sacres  in  Rwanda,  not  all  Hutus 
there  are  committing  revenge 
killings  against  Tutsis,  says  a 
United  Methodist  minister  from 
the  Hutu  tribe. 

Many  Hutus  as  well  as  Tutsis 
have  remained  true  Christians, 
“offering  the  love  of  Christ  to 
anyone — even  those  from  an  op¬ 
posite  tribe.” 

Those  were  among  first-hand 
experiences  that  the  Rev.  Joel 
Ncahoruri  of  Burundi  shared  with 
students  at  the  United  Methodist 
West  Gulf  Regional  School  of 
Christian  Mission  June  22-26. 

He  and  Africans  representing 
four  other  countries  spoke  on  the 
mission  study,  “African 
Churches  Speak.” 

One  of  five  schools 

The  school  at  Southwestern 
University  was  one  of  five  spon¬ 
sored  across  the  country  by  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  Women’s  Division. 

Despite  the  killing  of  at  least 
500,000  Africans  in  Rwanda 
alone,  Mr.  Ncahoruri  said  he 
knows  that  there  are  members  of 
the  majority  Hutu  tribe  who 
have  given  safe  haven  to  those  of 
the  minority  Tutsi  tribe. 

“Yes,  in  Rwanda,  Hutus  are 
killing  Tutsis,  and  in  Burundi, 
Tutsis  are  killing  Hutus,”  said 
Mr.  Ncahoruri,  associate  pastor 
of  St.  Peter’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Nyabugogo,  Burundi, 
and  himself  a  Hutu. 

“But  this  is  not  totally  true 
with  all  Christians. 

“People  don’t  tell  you  that  some 
Hutu  and  Tutsi  Christians  are  hid¬ 


ing  each  other,  feeding  each  other 
and  praying  together.” 

Mr.  Ncahoruri  said  United 
Methodists  studying  Africa  must 
not  forget  that  the  tragedy  of 
Rwanda  includes  people  from  his 
homeland  of  Burundi.  He  ex¬ 
plained  that  each  country  has  the 
same  tribes,  pitted  against  each 


other  by  Begium  during  colonial 
rule. 

“When  the  fighting  became  very 
bad  in  Burundi  last  year,  many  of 
our  pastors  escaped  to  Rwanda, 
Zaire  and  Tanzania,  thinking  that 
when  things  got  better,  they  could 
cross  the  border  back  into  Burun¬ 
di  and  easily  go  back  home,”  Mr. 


Ncahoruri  said. 

“But  now,  the  ones  who  went 
to  those  countries  may  be  in 
more  danger.  With  all  the  refu¬ 
gees  in  Rwanda  and  in  the  other 
countries,  they  may  not  be  able 
to  get  out  to  come  back  home. 

“We  have  not  heard  from  many 
of  those  pastors  since  October.  We 
fear  that  they  are  dead.” 

In  Burundi,  the  latest  round  of 
the  long-running  tragedy  started 
last  Oct.  20  when  the  first  demo¬ 
cratically  elected  president  of  Bu¬ 
rundi,  Melchior  Ndadaye,  was 
assassinated  during  a  coup  or¬ 
chestrated  by  the  Tutsi  military. 
Thousands  of  Hutus  were  killed, 
including  key  United  Methodist 
leaders  (see  related  box  at  right). 

Family  dead  or  alive? 

When  fighting  started  in  Burun¬ 
di,  Mr.  Ncahoruri  was  in  Kenya 
completing  advance  courses  for 
the  ministry.  Because  communica¬ 
tion  into  Burundi  was  impossible 
for  weeks,  he  had  no  way  to  know 
if  his  family  was  alive. 

“My  wife,  Anne-Marie,  took 
our  four  children  and  hid  in  the 
bush  for  a  month  until  it  was  safe 
for  her  to  find  someone  to  take 
her  to  [the  capital  city  of]  Bujum¬ 
bura,”  he  told  the  recent  mission 
school.  "Then  they  paid  to  leave 
the  country  and  come  where  I 
was  in  Kenya. 

“All  the  material  things  we 
have  worked  for  are  gone,”  he 
said  “but  we  still  have  faith.” 

Will  the  pastor  ever  return  to 
his  homeland  of  Burundi? 

“Yes,  I  plan  to  return,”  said 
Mr.  Ncahoruri.  “It  will  be  dan¬ 
gerous,  and  it  may  be  a  year  from 
now,  but  our  work  is  there.  This 
is  what  God  called  us  to  do.” 


As  civil  war  tears  apart 
the  African  country  of 
Burundi,  United 


Methodists  and  church 
property  become 
victims  of  violence. 


_ I  Church  offices  in 

I  Gitega  were  reported  bomb- 
I  ed  by  military  helicopters. 

CD  A  theological  college  in 
Mweye,  an  ecumenical 
!  institution  supported  by 
i  United  Methodists,  was 
|  attacked  by  the  Burundian 
\  army.  Many  students  and 
■  faculty  were  reported  killed. 

i  □  The  Gitega  district 
superintendent  and 
administrative  secretary  of 
the  bishop  were  murdered 
by  the  army  October  25. 

□  Any  Protestant  pastor  I 
or  Roman  Catholic  priest 
who  publicly  supported 
democracy  or  gave  moral 
support  to  Burundi 
President  Ndadaye  was 
killed.  Homes  of  many 
laypersons  and  clergy 
were  looted  or  destroyed 
by  the  Burundi  military. 


United  Methodists  can  aid  the 
church  in  Burundi  by  making 
donations  (through  their  annual 
conference  treasurers)  to  UMCOR: 

Advance  Special  No. 
110265-1,  Refugee 
Emergency 


Bishop  lists  signs  of  hope  for  United  Methodists 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

FAYETTEVILLE,  Ark.— For 
all  United  Methodists  concerned 
about  discord  across  the  church, 
Bishop  Joe  Wilson  (Fort  Worth 
Area)  has  some  advice:  “If  you 
can’t  hear  the  harmony,  listen  for 
the  melody.” 

Bishop  Wilson  delivered  three 
lectures  on  “The  Hope-filled 
Church”  at  the  recent  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  Bishops’  Week 
at  Mt.  Sequoyah  Assembly  near 
Fayetteville. 

“I  believe  the  melody  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  still 
strong,”  the  bishop  said. 

He  listed  seven  signs  of  hope: 

■  The  churning  and  turning  of 
the  denomination 

The  status  quo  means  death 
and  decay.  But  the  open  way  in 
which  United  Methodists  air 
their  differences  and  struggle 
with  controversial  issues  does 
not  always  make  people  comfort¬ 
able.  Sometimes  people  retreat  to 
fellowships  that  assure  them  a 
safe  and  unquestioned  theology. 


■  A  major  attempt  to  involve  its 
racial  and  gender  diversity  [in 
membership  and  in  leadership  po¬ 
sitions] 

“The  future  will  be  given  to 
those  who  insure  that  ownership 
and  leadership  are  open  to  all  ra¬ 
cial  and  gender  identities.” 

Those  who  are  minorities  now 
will  be  the  majorities. 

“Only  the  church  that  has  been 
open  to  and  appreciative  of  di¬ 
versity  will  command  the  respect 
of  new  generations  of  people  who 
focus  on  the  gifts  and  graces,  not 
the  genders  and  races.” 

■  A  new  commitment  to  spiri¬ 
tual  formation  and  faith  develop¬ 
ment 

Bishop  Wilson  cited  the  grow¬ 
ing  number  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  who  are  frequenting  spiritual 
retreats,  studying  the  Bible  and 
attending  Walks  to  Emmaus  (a 
spiritual  growth  weekend). 

“The  hope-filled  church  must 
never  forget  the  [marginally  active] 
members  who  have  become  lost  in 
waves  of  bitterness,  tides  of  neglect 
and  rivers  of  biblical  illiteracy. 

“Spiritual  rebirth  through  the 


Joe  Wilson 
. . .  seven  signs  of  hope 


assortment  of  renewal  encoun¬ 
ters  and  opportunities  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  may 
provide  the  way  back  home.” 

■  A  growing  responsiveness  to 
financial,  cultural  and  genera¬ 
tional  realities 

While  not  recommending 


abandoning  traditional  and  sea¬ 
soned  worship  experiences,  the 
bishop  said  that  a  willingness  of 
congregations  to  use  new  expres¬ 
sion  to  convey  the  gospel,  such  as 
the  use  of  non-traditional  music 
and  alternative  worship  services, 
is  a  sign  of  hope. 

■  The  expanding  global  nature 
of  United  Methodism 

In  the  last  30  years,  member¬ 
ship  in  churches  with  Wesleyan 
roots  has  increased  3 1 9  percent  in 
Asia,  394  percent  in  Africa  and 
659  percent  in  Latin  American. 

In  addition  to  United  Methodist 
churches  in  Europe  and  the  new 
Eurasia  Conference,  U.S.  Method¬ 
ism  has  spawned  autonomous 
churches  in  other  lands  (ex.  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Puerto  Rico). 

“I  believe  we  are  just  begin¬ 
ning  to  feel  the  impact  of  Chris¬ 
tians  from  Korea,  Latin  America 
and  Africa  who  are  witnessing  in 
[the  United  States].” 

He  held  up  Korean  Methodists 
as  examples  of  personal  sacrifice 
and  discipline. 

“Some  day  that  unmatched 
disciplined  faith  may  produce  a 


resevoir  from  which  we  all  may 
drink.” 

■  Touching  the  growing  masses 
of  marginalized  poor 

United  Methodists,  despite 
their  middle-class  income  level, 
have  a  growing  commitment  to  a 
new  alliance  with  the  poor,  who 
are  treated  not  as  charity  recipi¬ 
ents  but  as  friends  of  Christ. 

“If  we  are  to  be  in  Jesus  Christ, 
we  must  be  among  the  poor,  as 
was  Christ.” 

■  The  church  is  the  vision  of 
God 

Although  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  “may  come  close  to 
losing  our  purpose  with  preoccu¬ 
pation  with  institutional  success, 
self-de-structive  behavior  and  lost 
perspectives,”  Bishop  Wilson 
said  he  believes  the  church  has  a 
unique  contribution  to  make  that 
has  the  endorsement  of  divine 
wisdom  and  providence. 

The  church  is  always  “precari¬ 
ous  and  fragile.  . . .  But  we  are 
sustained  by  the  truth  that  the 
church  is  the  vision  of  God — and 
God  will  not  abandon  the  destiny 
He  has  set  before  it.” 


Missionary  hopes  to  start 
assignment  in  Palestine 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  Palestinian-American  mission¬ 
ary  for  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  will 
try  to  fulfill  his  assignment  in  Isra- 
el-Palestine,  five  years  after  his 
commissioning. 

The  Rev.  Alex  Awad  and  his  wife, 
Brenda,  will  teach  at  Bethlehem  Bi¬ 
ble  College  and  serve  Christian  con¬ 
gregations  in  East  Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem,  Gaza  and  Nazareth. 

Since  1989,  Mr.  Awad  repeatedly 
had  been  denied  a  visa  by  the  Israe¬ 
li  government.  In  November,  he  fi¬ 
nally  was  allowed  the  opportunity 
for  a  tourist  visa,  a  breakthrough  he 
credits  to  the  Israel-PLO  peace  ac¬ 
cord  signed  in  September  1993. 

Mr.  Awad,  who  has  been  a  mis¬ 
sion  interpreter  for  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
plans  to  leave  his  McKinney,  Texas, 
home  July  15  and  arrive  in  Israel- 
Palestine  by  the  end  of  August. 

Entering  on  tourist  visas,  the 
Awad  family  will  apply  for  exten¬ 
sions  “and  trust  God  for  the  rest,” 
he  said. 


Since  1989,  Mr.  Awad 
repeatedly  had  been 
denied  a  visa  by  the 
Israeli  government. 


Brenda  Awad  also  will  work  in 
church  and  community  ministries 
related  to  women  and  children.  The 
Awads  will  be  accompanied  by  sons 
Basem,  14,  and  Randy,  9.  Their  18- 
year-old  daughter,  Christy,  will  stay 
behind  to  attend  Texas  Wesleyan 
University  in  Fort  Worth. 

They  said  they  believe  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  ministry  comes  at  a  criti¬ 
cal  time. 

“The  church  of  the  Holy  Land 
has  suffered  tremendously  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  Arab-Israeli  conflict,” 
they  wrote  recently  to  supporters. 

“Now  the  church  is  on  the  brink  of 
extinction.  The  number  of  all  Chris¬ 
tians  in  Israel,  the  West  Bank  and  the 
Gaza  Strip  is  between  1  (percent)  and 
2  percent  of  the  total  population.  It 
has  never  been  this  low  since  the  first 
century,”  they  continued. 
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PASTORAL  CHANGE:  The  Rev  Rod¬ 
ney  Wilmoth,  pastor  of  St.  Paul  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  for  12  years, 
has  been  named  pastor  of  Hennepin  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Minneapolis. 

With  2,731  members,  it  is  one  of  the  largest  in 
the  denomination’s  nine-state  North  Central 
Jurisdiction.  Dr.  Wilmoth  succeeds  the  Rev. 
David  Scoates,  who  heads  a  new  ecumenical 
organization  called  Churches  United  in  Global 
Mission. 

LARGE  CHURCH  MINISTRIES:  a 

national  gathering  for  first-time  senior  minis¬ 
tries  of  larger  United  Methodist  churches  will 
be  held  at  Christ  UMC  in  suburban  Pittsburgh 
Nov.  7-10.  Jointly  sponsored  by  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  Christ  Church,  the 
conference  will  be  offered  for  newly  appointed 
pastors  and  those  who  have  begun  serving 
multi-staff  churches  with  an  average  weekly 
worship  attendance  of  at  least  350  since  June 
1992.  Discussion  topics  include  stewardship  is¬ 
sues,  staffing  models,  leadership  styles  and  de¬ 
signing  workshops  for  program  staff. 


REJECTED:  Members  of  the  Unilted  Meth¬ 
odist  Memphis  Annual  Conference  recently  re¬ 
jected  a  resolution  by  the  Revs.  Maxie  Dunnam 
and  Tom  Dyer  in  support  of  “An  Invitation  to 
the  Church”  issued  in  April  by  an  ad  hoc 
group  of  United  Methodists.  The  “invitation” 
asserts  that  the  church  is  in  peril  of  abandon¬ 
ing  the  Christian  faith.  In  its  place  the  confer¬ 
ence  adopted  a  resolution  urging  United 
Methodists  “to  study  the  ‘Doctrinal  Standards 
and  Our  Theological  Task’  [section  of  the 
Book  of  Discipline]  as  a  means  to  deepen  our 
commitment  to  faithful  discipleship  as  United 
Methodist  Christians.” 


STORYTELLERS:  “God’s  Story,  Our  Sto¬ 
ry,  My  Story”  is  the  theme  for  the  Aug.  4-7 
gathering  of  the  Network  of  Biblical  Storytell¬ 
ers  at  Duke  University  in  Durham,  N.C.  Lead¬ 
ers  will  include  the  Rev.  John*Shea,  professor 
of  systematic  theology  at  Mundelein  Seminary 
in  Chicago  and  author  of  Stories  of  God:  An 
Unauthorized  Biography,  the  Rev.  Stanley 
Hauerwas,  professor  of  theological  ethics  at 
Duke  Divinity  School;  and  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Boomershine,  founder  of  the  network  and  pro¬ 
fessor  of  New  Testament  at  United  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

RECOVERING:  The  Rev.  Bill  Mooney, 
pastor  of  the  English-speaking  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Vienna,  Austria,  is  recovering  in 
Oak  Ridge,  Tenn..  from  recent  quadruple  by¬ 
pass  surgery.  Mr.  Mooney  and  his  wife,  Sylvia, 
are  assigned  as  missionaries  to  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  which  serves  English  speakers  from  many 
countries  who  live  in  or  visit  the  Austrian  cap¬ 
ital.  The  Rev.  Patricia  DeVoe,  superintendent 
of  the  Oak  Ridge  District  of  the  Holston  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  will  fill  Mr.  Mooney’s  pulpit 
during  July  and  August.  The  Mooneys  expect 
to  return  to  Austria  in  September. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Faith  at  work 


Play  reveals  emotions  behind  reconciliation 


New  drama  marks  tenth  anniversary 
of  Reconciling  Congregations  Program 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

MINNEAPOLIS — Once  in  a 
very  great  while  a  powerful  new 
chancel  drama  bursts  upon  the 
national  scene. 

“Home:  The  Parable  of  Be¬ 
atrice  and  Neal,”  written  and  di¬ 
rected  by  Timothy  G.  McGinley 
of  Indianapolis,  while  potentially 
controversial,  is  such  a  drama. 

In  the  sanctuary  of  Walker  Com¬ 
munity  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Minneapolis,  the  show  recently 
moved  some  150  people  to  laugh¬ 
ter,  tears  and  a  standing  ovation 
for  the  seven-member  cast. 

The  performance  was  part  of  a 
1 4-city  tour  which  began  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  swung  as  far  south  as  Nash¬ 
ville  and  concluded  in  Chicago. 

“Home”  was  commissioned  by 
the  Reconciling  Congregation 
Program  to  celebrate  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  10th  anniversary. 

The  Reconciling  Congregation 
Program,  part  of  an  unofficial 
national  network  of  some  80 
United  Methodist  churches, 
“welcomes  all  persons,  regardless 
of  sexual  orientation,  into  the 
community  of  faith”  (see  related 
article  below). 

Although  most  of  the  drama’s 
seven  characters  are  depicted  as 
gay  or  lesbian,  the  musical — fi¬ 
nanced  through  individual  dona¬ 
tions  and  fund  raisers — does  not 
advocate  homosexual  behavior. 

If  anything,  it  makes  homosex¬ 
uality  seem  anything  but  “gay.” 

Rather,  the  musical,  through  the 
characters’  longing  for  “home,” 
suggests  that  the  church — at  its 
best — can  be  the  home  where  all 
people  are  loved  and  accepted  as 
members  of  the  family  of  God. 

The  plot  of  “Home”  revolves 
around  Beatrice  and  Neal,  for¬ 
mer  seminary  students. 

Beatrice  marries  another  semi¬ 
nary  student  and,  despite  being 
ordained,  swaps  her  stole  for  an 
apron.  She  becomes  a  “model" 
preacher’s  wife,  subordinating 
her  own  ministry  to  that  of  her 
husband’s. 

Neal,  ridiculed  because  of  his 
homosexual  orientation,  drops 
out  of  seminary. 

Later,  at  a  dinner  party  at 
Neal’s  apartment,  Beatrice  learns 
to  her  dismay  that  all  of  the 
guests — except  Beatrice  and  her 
clergywoman  friend,  Barbara — 
are  gay. 

At  first  all  of  the  characters 
seem  to  be  stereotypes,  from  the 


Review 


outrageously  effeminate  Chris  to 
the  mannish  lesbian  Rita.  But  as 
they  tell  their  sometimes  funny, 
always  poignant,  stories  through 
song,  they  become  real,  multi-di¬ 
mensional  people. 

Each  relates  an  aching  need. 
Each  professes  a  belief  in  God’s 
inclusive  love. 


Mr.  McGinley  has  created  an 
accessible  score  that  effectively 
combines  pop,  show  tune  and  sa¬ 
cred  musical  styles. 

He  also  selected  a  cast  equal  to 
the  emotional  range  of  James 
Giessler’s  script. 


Music,  ministry  at  center  of  /Home/  director's  life 


" Over  and  over  people  came 
up  to  cast  members  and  told 
them,  'You  played  me.  You  told 
my  life  story.' " 

Timothy  G.  McGinley 


MINNEAPOLIS— The  com¬ 
poser  and  director  of  “Home:  A 
Parable  of  Beatrice  and  Neal,” 
Timothy  G.  McGinley,  says  that 
music  and  minstry  have  always 
been  integral  to  his  life. 

“I’m  interested  in  making  wor¬ 
ship  come  alive  and  connecting  it 
to  real  life,”  he  told  a  visitor  in  be¬ 
tween  bites  of  a  pre-performance 
snack  in  the  basement  of  Walker 
Community  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Minneapolis. 

Mr.  McGinley,  who  has  a  pri¬ 
vate  voice  studio  in  Indianapolis, 
is  director  of  music  at  Broadway 
United  Methodist  Church  there. 

With  a  professional  back¬ 
ground  in  opera  and  oratorio, 
Mr.  McGinley  considers  himself 
primarily  a  singer. 

He  received  his  bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  in  music  from  Heidelberg 
(Ohio)  College  and  his  master’s 
from  Eastern  Illinois  University. 
Subsequently,  he  studied  at  the 
Aspen  School  of  Music  and  Indi¬ 
ana  University. 

For  a  fee  described  as  nominal, 


the  Reconciling  Congregation 
Program  commissioned  him  in 
February  to  write  “Home,” 
which  depicts  predominantly  gay 
and  lesbian  characters  searching 
for  a  spiritual  home  (see  related 
story  above). 

Mr.  McGinley  said  he  decided 
to  build  his  drama  on  the  frame¬ 
work  of  the  Ordinary  of  the 
Mass:  Kyrie  (human  need),  Glo¬ 
ria  (God’s  glory),  Credo  (state¬ 
ment  of  belief),  Sanctus 
(experience  of  the  Divine),  Bene¬ 
dicts  (“Blessed  is  he  that  comes 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord”)  and,  fi¬ 
nally  Agnus  Dei  (“Lamb  of 


God”)  which  is  sung  during  com¬ 
munion. 

He  used  a  combination  of  tra¬ 
ditional  and  original  texts,  he 
said. 

He  put  together  a  cast  from 
across  the  country  by  using  au- 
diotaped  auditions  and  tele¬ 
phone  interviews. 

All  seven  people  selected  had 
some  professional  experience,  he 
said,  and  ranged  in  ages  from  col¬ 
lege  students  to  a  woman  who 
had  her  70th  birthday  while  on 
the  tour. 

The  tour — performances  in  1 4 
cities  in  15  days — was  “reward¬ 


ing  and  emotionally  exhausting,” 
said  Mr.  McGinley,  who  played 
piano  and  keyboard  on  the  tour. 

The  positive  responses  of  audi¬ 
ences  has  been  “overwhelming,” 
he  continued.  “Over  and  over 
people  came  up  to  cast  members 
after  the  show  and  told  them, 
‘You  played  me.  You  told  my  life 
story.’  ” 

However,  the  tour  has  not 
been  all  roses  and  accolades. 
During  the  preview  performance 
at  Mr.  McGinley’s  home  church, 
protest  leaflets  were  left  on  all 
cars  in  the  parking  lot  and  in 
public  places  throughout  the 
church. 

The  leaflets,  he  said,  published 
by  “New  Dawn”  condemned  the 
show  for  “twisting  of  human  logic 
and  betraying  of  God’s  word”  and 
described  homosexuality  as  a 
“damning  sin”  and  a  “depraved 
life.”  Mr.  McGinely  said  he  did 
not  know  whether  “New  Dawn” 
was  a  group  or  an  individual. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


Gregory  Johnson,  as  the  hilari¬ 
ously  “swishy”  Chris,  almost 
walked  off  with  the  show.  How¬ 
ever,  the  ensemble  held  together, 
never  more  powerfully  than  in 
the  communion  finale.  As  the  au¬ 
dience  stood  to  applaud,  tears 
were  observed  in  many  eyes. 

The  play  is  recommended  for 
adult  members  of  congregations 
who  may  wish  to  discuss  recon¬ 
ciling  congregations  or  to  discuss 
other  means  of  building  bridges 
across  one  of  the  church’s  most 
divisive  issues. 


UMNS  PHOTO  BY  JEAN  CAFFtY  tYlfS 

— -At  left,  Rita  (Elizabeth  Bowman)  and  Neal  (Don  Fresen)  listen  to  Chris  (Gregory  Johnson)  in 
the  chancel  drama  "Home:  The  Parable  of  Beatrice  and  Neal."  In  the  production's  theme  song, 
the  singers  asks  the  church,  "Will  you  welcome  me?  Can  I  be  part  of  the  family?  Can  this  be 
home,  for  all  of  us  who  need  ...  a  share  of  joy,  a  share  of  grace?"  The  musical  recently  con¬ 
cluded  a  14-city  tour  under  the  auspices  of  the  Reconciling  Congregation  Program. 


UMC  freezes 
funds  to  India 
Methodists 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
put  a  temporary  freeze  on  funds 
to  the  autonomous  Methodist 
Church  of  India. 

At  issue  are  lengthy  delays  in 
the  release  of  designated  funds  to 
projects  and  unauthorized  ad¬ 
ministrative  action  regarding 
those  funds,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Robert  Harman,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  board's  World  Divi¬ 
sion. 

In  1993,  the  division  appropri¬ 
ated  $1.7  million  to  India. 

Concern  was  raised  when  a 
November  1993  board  audit  re¬ 
vealed  that  Indian  Methodist  of¬ 
ficials  had  placed  funds  for 
church  projects  they  considered 
no  longer  valid  into  special  ac¬ 
counts  without  notifying  the 
board. 

“The  funds  have  not  been  lost; 
they  have  been  set  aside,”  Dr. 
Harman  said.  Any  interest 
earned  has  been  used  to  support 
general  church  work,  he  added. 

In  recent  months,  board  audi¬ 
tors,  staff  and  directors  have  vis¬ 
ited  India  in  efforts  to  bring  that 
church’s  financial  practice  into 
conformity  with  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  board  policy.  The  focus  has 
been  on  the  central  treasury  in 
Bombay. 

Indian  rupees  cannot  be  trans¬ 
lated  back  into  dollars  under  In¬ 
dia’s  charity-related  laws,  so  the 
board  will  have  to  redesignate 
the  money  into  active  projects. 


Biblical  plague  of  deceit  is  alive 
and  well  in  these  three  videos 


By  RONALD  P.  SALFEN 

The  Bibie  is  no  stranger  to  deceit. 

Abraham  lies  to  Pharoah  about  Sa¬ 
rah’s  being  his  sister.  Isaac’s  wife  and 
son  trick  him  into  blessing  the  wrong 
son.  Joseph’s  brothers  lead  Jacob 
into  believing  that  Joseph  has  been 
tom  apart  by  wild  animals.  Joseph, 
in  turn,  deceives  his  brothers. 

Moses  survives  because  his  moth¬ 
er  hides  him  from  the  imperial  de¬ 
cree  of  death  to  all  male  Hebrew 
infants.  Later,  Moses  hides  the 
body  of  the  man  he  has  slain  and 
runs  away. 

Herod  disguises  his  intentions 
from  the  wise  men. 

These  biblical  deceptions  may 
have  been  for  survival,  to  hide  a 
criminal  act,  for  dishonest  gain  and 
even  for  love. 

Can  be  treacherous 

But  the  art  of  deceit  can  be 
treacherous  to  the  deceiver  as  well 
as  to  the  deceived.  There  is  a  price 
to  pay  for  being  of  the  lie,  and  that 
is  becoming  part  of  the  lie. 

The  plots  of  three  videos,  avail¬ 
able  at  most  video  rental  stores,  are 
based  in  part  on  deceit:  “Much  Ado 
About  Nothing,”  “Strictly  Ball¬ 
room”  and  “M.  Butterfly.”  (Edi¬ 
tor’s  Note:  “M.  Butterfly”  is 
recommended  for  adults  only). 

“Much  Ado  About  Nothing”  is  a 
contemporary  rendition  of  Shake¬ 
speare’s  1 598  comedy  about  an  Ital¬ 
ian  villa  where  two  schemes  are 
afoot:  one  to  ruin  a  wedding,  the 
other  to  bring  together  lovers  who 
can’t  admit  that  they  are  attracted 
to  each  other. 

Deceit  abounds,  and  treachery, 
too,  but  there  is  an  overbearing  con- 
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fidence  that,  in  the  end,  truth  and 
romance  will  win  out.  This  is  the 
kind  of  ending  American  filmgoers 
enjoy  just  as  much  as  Shakespear¬ 
ean  theatregoers  did  300  years  ago. 

“Strictly  Ballroom”  brings  to¬ 
gether  lovers  from  different  cul¬ 
tures. 

It  combines  a  Romeo  and  Juliet 
theme  with  a  “Karate  Kid”  impos¬ 
sible  dream  theme:  to  win  the  big 
ballroom  dancing  competition  de¬ 
spite  the  chicanery  of  the  judges 
and  the  deceitful  wiles  of  other 
competitors. 

It  is  unusual  because  it’s  Austra¬ 
lian  and  because  the  subject  matter 
is,  well,  strictly  ballroom. 

“M.  Butterfly”  bends  the  theme 
of  the  opera  “Madame  Butterfly,” 
which  is  about  the  martyr-like  love 
of  an  Asian  woman  for  a  western 
man. 

In  the  movie,  our  hapless  hero 
(Jeremy  Irons)  gets  so  wrapped  up 
in  fantasy  that  he  destroys  every 
vestige  of  his  reality. 

In  all  three  of  these  videos,  the 
viewer  is  deceived  right  along  with 
the  main  characters. 


In  “Much  Ado,”  the  community 
is  viewed  as  self-correcting.  This  is 
more  optimistic  than  “Strictly  Ball¬ 
room,”  which  requires  a  kind  of  ref¬ 
ormation/revolt  to  right  the 
injustices  of  the  system. 

“M.  Butterfly”  is  much  more  cyn¬ 
ical  about  human  nature,  much 
more  despairing  about  the  force  of 
right  and  much  less  optimistic 
about  the  triumph  of  love.  It  is  as 
dark  and  venal  as  “Much  Ado”  is 
lighthearted  and  witty. 

“Much  Ado”  tries  to  be  bawdy 
but  makes  sexuality  into  a  game  of 
strategy. 

“Ballroom”  tries  to  be  sensual 
but  manages  more  flash  then  sim¬ 
mer. 

“Butterfly”  is  sexual,  but  only  in 
a  desperate  and  destructive  way, 
like  loathing  turned  in  on  itself. 

Important  in  each  of  these  films 
is  how  the  main  characters  handle 
the  deception  and  how  their  deci¬ 
sions  affect  their  lives. 

Viewers  have  choices 

Viewers,  too,  have  choices  about 
how  to  handle  the  way  they  have 
been  deceived  as  onlookers,  even  as 
the  readers  of  all  those  biblical  ac¬ 
counts  of  deception  have  choices 
about  how  to  interpret  the  stories 
and  the  characters  in  them. 

The  critical  part  is  not  so  much 
being  able  to  recognize  deceit  when 
you  see  it  but  what  you  do  after  you 
recognize  it — which  is  pretty  much 
the  critical  part  of  dealing  with  any 
kind  of  evil,  no  matter  how  cleverly 
disguised. 

Mr.  Salpen  is  pastor  of  Nesha- 
miny -Warwick  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Hartville,  Penn. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  S 1 .35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  $10.80  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  adver¬ 
tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

PART-TIME  PIANIST/MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for 
Cedar  Park  United  Methodist  Church.  Contact: 
Rev.  Jodie  Windbigler  (512)  335-9540  for  more 
information. 

YOUR  BEST  SKI  TRIP  EVER!  Whitewood  Tours 

specializes  in  group  ski  travel.  All  Colorado,  Utah, 
and  Wyoming  destinations.  Competitive  rates  and 
outstanding  service  mean  the  best  value  for  your 
group.  Call  us  today  at  800-810-2656. 

WANTED:  ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  Tennes¬ 

see  Conference  COM  to  be  responsible  for 
Christian  education,  children’s  ministries  and 
serve  as  editor  of  the  conference  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter.  Open  to  lay  or  cler¬ 
gy.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  by  August  1, 
1994  to:  Charles  F.  “Skip”  Armistead,  Director, 
COM,  1110  19th  Avenue  South,  Nashville,  TN 
37212. 

FOR  SALE  ALLEN  KG-6C  ORGAN,  3  manual. 
Full  pedal  board,  4  seperate  speakers.  Priced  to 
sell.  Call  (210)686-1674. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac- 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  aill  (2 10)  696-7021  for  information. 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT,  large,  grow¬ 
ing  downtown  church.  Candidates  should  possess 
successful  experience  in  fund  raising,  estate  plan¬ 
ning  and  planned  giving  programs.  Good  com¬ 
munication  skills  required.  Send  cover  letter, 
resume  and  references  to:  SPRC  Committee, 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  1820  Broad¬ 
way,  Denver,  CO  80202. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

FULL-TIME  STAFF  POSITION  open  for  Direc¬ 

tor  of  Music  Ministries  in  a  2400-member  church 
in  Plano,  Texas  (suburb  of  Dallas).  Responsible 
for  adult,  youth,  and  children’s  choirs,  as  well  as 
handbells.  St.  Andrew  United  Methodist  Church, 
1401  Mira  Vista  Blvd.,  Plano,  TX  75093.  Con¬ 
tact  is  Charles  Stokes.  Telephone  (214)  380-8001, 
Fax:  (214)  380-9533. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape 
cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal. 
Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1- 
800-728-0573. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  Adult 
Ministries  needed  for  1000-member  church.  Per¬ 
sonality  with  spark  and  enthusiasm  required.  Ex¬ 
perience  and  education  preferred,  competitive 
salary.  Resume,  references  to:  Dr.  Ed  William¬ 
son.  P.O.  Box  527,  Hereford,  TX  79045. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 

cation  for  2500+  member,  multi-staff  church. 
Strong  Sunday  school  program,  school  for  little 
children,  disciple  program,  etc.  in  place.  Chris¬ 
tian  education  degree  and  experience  preferred. 
Competitive  salary  and  benefits  based  on  educa¬ 
tion  and  experience.  Call  or  write  for  application/ 
job  description:  Search  Committee,  First  UMC, 
P.O.  Box  707.  Longview,  TX  75606.  (903)  753- 
4463. 

"WONDERFUL  PRESENTATION  FOR  honest 
seekers. ..solid,  mainline  perspective.”  ”Is  It 
True?  Examining  the  Core  of  Christian  Faith,” 
by  John  Cunyus.  Includes  discussion  questions 
for  classes,  groups.  $9.99.  1-800-366-3383. 

ST.  JOHN’S  UNITED  METHODIST  Church  is 

searching  for  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth  and 
Young  Adult  Ministries.  Church  is  located  in 
Central  Florida  with  a  membership  of  1 500.  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  The  Reverend 
George  A.  Buie,  1800  Cypress  Gardens  Boule¬ 
vard,  S.E.,  Winter  Haven,  FL  33884. 

DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLES  MINISTRY.  5000- 

member  Houston  church  seeks  a  full-time  direc¬ 
tor  for  an  ongoing,  dynamic  singles  ministry. 
Graduate  degree  and  experience  preferred.  Suc¬ 
cessful  candidate  will  be  self-starting,  creative, 
visionary,  possess  ability  to  organize  and  relate 
well  to  people  of  various  ages.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to:  Bob  Johnson,  Chapelwood 
UMC,  11140  Greenbay  Drive,  Houston,  TX 
77024. 

NEW  MEMBER/VOLUNTEER  Coordinator: 

Full-time  diaconal  or  laity.  Management  experi¬ 
ence  working  with  volunteers,  preferably  in 
church.  Candidate  should  be:  efficient,  detail-ori¬ 
ented.  work  well  with  people,  have  firm  under¬ 
standing  of  own  Christian  faith;  be  innovative 
thinker  with  computer  database  skills.  Send  in¬ 
quiries/resume:  Manchester  UMC,  Attn:  Barbara- 
Land,  129  Woods  Mill  Road,  Manchester,  MO 
63011. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 

for  3200-member  United  Methodist  Church.  Two 
adult  choirs,  youth  choir,  2  children’s  choirs,  hand¬ 
bells.  Music  degree  required  with  experience  in 
choral  conducting.  Salary  and  benefits  commensu¬ 
rate  with  experience.  Resume,  references  to:  Wilev 
Walker,  Music  Search  Committee,  Chapel  Hill 
Uni  tod  Methodist  Church,  2717  West  Hefner 
Road,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73120.  ! 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  Director  or 

growing  1 600-member  church.  Compensation  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Contact:  Rev.  Larry  Stafford,  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Bossier  City,  LA 
(318)742-3823. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE—  YOUTH  AND  Chil¬ 

dren’s  Program  Director.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to:  Donna  Engle,  do  Bowman  Memorial 
UMC,  701  High  Street,  Hazard.  KY  41701.  For 
more  information  call  (606)  436-35 1 3. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES,  3/4 

time.  Dynamic  1000  4  Austin  church  seeks  qual- 
ified  person  to  build  on  existing  program.  Re¬ 
sume  and  references:  Search  Committee, 
Northwest  Hills  United  Methodist  Church,  7017 
Hart  Lane,  Austin,  TX  78731.  (512)  345-1745. 

FULUTIME  POSITION:  Director  of  program¬ 

ming,  800  +  well  located  UMC  in  thriving  com¬ 
munity  in  the  northeast  comer  of  Tennessee.  Our 
area  was  ranked  34th  as  one  of  the  best  places  to 
live  in  the  U.S.  by  Money  Magazine  in  Septem¬ 
ber  1993.  Seeking  candidate  to  expand,  enhance, 
and  develop  programming  in  com  work  areas. 
Desire  previous  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Task 
Force,  Mafair  United  Methodist  Church,  1409  E. 
Center  St.,  Kingsport,  TN  37664. 

FULUTIME  MINISTER,  EXPERIENCED  self 
starter  with  abundant  enthusiasm:  Minister  to  ju¬ 
nior  high,  senior  high,  college,  young  families, 
committed  congregation,  senior  pastor  support 
guaranteed.  Resume:  Bill  Fraker,  P.O.  Box  1 125, 
Tavares,  FL  32778. 
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The 

effective 
pastor 

■  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 

One  of  the  most  significant  meetings  each  year  in  United  Methodism 
is  made  up  of  all  district  superintendents  in  their  third  year  of  office.  In 
a  report  of  this  event,  a  major  theme  was  “The  Effective  Pastor.  ’  The 
following  “vignettes”  were  lifted  up  to  help  describe  effective  pastors: 

Characteristics  of  Effective  Pastors 

/  They  work. 

/  They  are  prophetic  in  dealing  with  real  issues  in  life. 

S  They  do  not  lead  a  parade,  but  walk  with  their  people. 

/  They  are  affirming  persons. 

/  They  are  passionate  people  who  communicate  warmth  and  conviction 
which  draws  other  people  to  them. 

/  They  live  balanced  and  faithful  lives. 

•/  They  exercise  spiritual  disciplines  and  consistently  model  their  basic 
beliefs. 

/  They  are  serving  and  they  move  churches  forward. 

Attitudes  of  Effective  Pastors 

✓  They  have  healthy  concepts  of  servant  ministry. 

✓  They  are  at  peace  with  the  denomination  and  are  supportive  and  loyal. 
/  They  have  healthy  self-concepts  with  a  sense  of  humor  and  integrity. 

/  They  have  the  three  c’s  approach  to  ministry:  committed  (faith), 

concerned  (about  people)  and  connectionai  (denomination). 

/  They  overload  on  responsibility. 

/  They  do  not  see  themselves  as  immune  to  normal  human  tragedies  or 
frailties. 

✓  They  play  golf  on  Thursday  or  go  fishing  on  Tuesday. 

Support  Systems  of  Effective  Pastors 

/  They  usually  have  good  family  support. 

✓  They  have  enriching  fellowship  with  other  pastors. 

/  They  become  mentors  to  others  who  are  growing  in  their  ministry. 

Competency 

/  They  have  good  people  skills;  they  love  people  and  are  good  listeners. 

✓  They  are  not  always  seminary-trained 

While  this  list  comes  from  a  “brain-storming”  session  of  third-year 
district  superintendents,  it  is  a  good  beginning.  And  each  layperson  can 
add  to  the  list.  When  you  do,  let  your  pastor  know! 


Two  faithful 
volunteers  at 
Dulac  Cooper¬ 
ative  Ministry, 
Alice  and 
"Rock"  Roth- 
rock,  are  pic¬ 
tured  at  Annual 
Conference  in 
Shreveport. 


Summer  on  Coast  Guard  Road 

Library  dedication  set  in  Dulac 


Summer  is  a  busy  time  at  101 
Coast  Guard  Road  in  Dulac.  The 
Dulac  Cooperative  Ministry,  which 
includes  Clanton  Chapel,  UMCOR 
and  the  Community  Center,  has  set 
the  dedication  of  the  Brunson  Me¬ 
morial  Library  for  Saturday,  July  16. 
Lunch  will  be  served  to  participants. 

A  work  team  from  Kern  Memori¬ 
al  UMC  in  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn.,  came 
to  work  and  also  brought  donations 
for  the  library,  the  chapel  and  the 
new  playground.  Some  of  the  funds 
are  being  used  to  buy  furnishings 
for  classrooms  in  the  adult  leam-to- 
read  program. 

The  center  has  a  number  of  youth 
groups  spending  summer  vacation 
time  in  mission.  “Giving  of  the 
strength  of  their  youth,”  they  are  re¬ 
pairing,  painting,  cleaning  and  do¬ 
ing  other  tasks,  Rev.  Don  Morgan, 
interim  director,  reports. 

“Our  hats  (even  the  funny  one 
volunteer  “Rock”  Rothrock  wears) 
are  also  off  to  the  adult  counselors 
who  give  their  vacation  times  to 
sponsor  youth  mission  trips,”  Mor¬ 
gan  said.  “We  know  that  a  week’s 
mission  trip  can  make  a  positive 
impact  that  may  last  a  lifetime  and 


Hope  Impact 
struggle  with 

A  highlight  of  the  summer  for  1 5 
teens  at  Hope  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Monroe  and  the  commu¬ 
nity  is  participation  as  actors  and 
actresses  in  the  Hope  Impact  Teen 
Theater.  Performances  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  be  scheduled. 

The  teens  perform  short,  dramat¬ 
ic,  unresolved  scenes.  They  actually 
create  the  scenes  with  the  help  of  a 
professional  drama  coach  and  con¬ 
sultant. 

The  performances  deal  with  diffi¬ 
cult  issues  including  violence,  sui¬ 
cide,  substance  abuse,  date  rape, 
peer  pressure,  divorce,  pregnancy, 
AIDS,  drugs,  parent/teen  relation¬ 
ships,  self-esteem,  academic  pres¬ 
sure,  loneliness  and  independence. 

Purpose  of  the  theater  is  to  enter¬ 
tain  while  educating,  to  stimulate 
communication  on  issues  which  are 
difficult  to  discuss  and  to  learn 
problem-solving  techniques. 

Answers  or  solutions  to  the  prob¬ 
lems  posed  are  not  offered  by  the 
scenes  performed.  Possible  solu¬ 
tions  come  from  the  audience. 

Providing  intensive  training  for 


Teen  Theater  lets  performers  and  audience 
issues  such  as  violence  and  alcohol  abuse 


the  participating  teens  this  summer 
was  Rev.  Cathy  Carlson,  a  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  who  is 
executive  director  of  both  Com- 
muniMedia  and  Triangle  Teen  The¬ 
ater  which  she  founded  in  Durham, 
N.  C.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Ivan 
and  Sue  Carlson  of  Monroe. 

Also  assisting  the  teens  was  Re¬ 
becca  Beaston,  a  performer,  direc¬ 
tor  and  professional  acting  coach 
for  film,  television  and  theater.  She 
is  artistic  director  of  the  North  Car¬ 
olina  theater  Carlson  heads. 

The  Hope  Impact  Teen  Theater 
held  performances  at  the  church, 
the  Monroe  District  Ministers’  and 
Spouses’  Picnic  at  St.  Mark  UMC 
on  June  26  and  at  Caney  Lake 
Camp  on  July  7. 

Hope  Church’s  theater  was  made 
possible  by  a  $7,000  grant  from  the 
UM  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  Local  adults  were  trained 
to  work  with  the  youth  throughout 
the  year. 

To  schedule  a  performance  call 
the  church’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Larry 
Martin,  318-387-5515. 


Members  of  the  Hope  Impact  Teen  Theater  work  on  lines  for  a  per¬ 
formance.  The  theater,  a  project  of  Hope  UMC,  Monroe,  was  fund¬ 
ed  by  the  UM  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  A  professional  acting 
coach  and  theater  director  trained  the  teens. 


encourage  our  youth  to  stay  in¬ 
volved  in  missions.” 

Munholland  UMC  in  Metairie 
and  St.  Paul’s  UMC,  Atlanta,  are 
making  advanced  plans  for  fall  mis¬ 
sion  trips  to  Dulac. 

Morgan  recently  returned  from  a 
mission  work  trip  to  Alaska  where 
he  and  others  did  construction  in  a 
remote  area  with  few  modem  con¬ 
veniences. 

The  Rev.  Kirby  Verret  is  attend¬ 
ing  summer  classes  at  Wesley  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Seminar  in  Aspen 

Dr.  C.  Gerald  Richardson,  super¬ 
intendent  of  Acadiana  District,  and 
his  wife,  Carolyn,  and  Rev.  Larry 
Maddin,  superintendent  of  Lake 
Charles  District,  and  his  wife, 
Gayle,  are  all  enjoying  the  moun¬ 
tains  and  other  natural  beauty  of 
Aspen,  Colorado.  The  two  district 
superintendents  are  attending  a 
seminar  on  supervising  sponsored 
by  Ilif  School  of  Theology.  For 
them,  the  trip  combines  church 
business  and  some  vacation  time. 


Rev.  Roger  Templeton  is  named 
Louisiana  Conference  director 
of  youth  and  campus  ministries 

Rev.  Roger  Templeton,  formerly  United  Methodist  campus  minister  at 
Northwestern  State  University  and  associate  minister  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Natchitoches,  has  been  appointed  United  Methodist 
Conference  director  of  youth  and  campus  ministries.  This  is  a  new  posi¬ 
tion  developed  by  the  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

Templeton  has -moved  to  Bator.--  , 

Rouge  and  assumed  his  new  duties. 

His  office  is  located  in  the  United 
Methodist  Conference  Headquar¬ 
ters  Building  in  that  city. 

In  the  newly  created  position,  he 
will  be  responsible  for  Conference 
programs  with  youth  and  with  col¬ 
lege  students  through  campus  min¬ 
istry. 

Bridge  gap 

Among  his  many  goals  will  be  to 
help  bridge  the  gap  between  youth 
and  young  adult  ministries.  There 
are  600  United  Methodist  churches 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  1 3 
ministries  to  students  at  colleges 
and  universities  throughout  the 
state. 

“Ministry  with  youth  is  exciting 
and  challenging  because  our  minis¬ 
try  with  youth  and  young  adults  can 
never  stay  the  same,”  Templeton 
said.  “We  must  be  ready  for  inno¬ 
vation,  change  and  growth.  Youth 
and  young  adults  are  asking  the 
toughest  questions  of  all  our  lay 
people.  Because  of  this,  they  are 
life-giving  for  our  church.  We  must 
be  ready  to  respond  with  integrity 
and  innovation.” 

Build  on  program 

Templeton  will  build  on  the  pro¬ 
gram  he  inherited  from  Carolyn 
Dove,  who  has  been  Conference 
youth  coordinator  for  the  past  sev¬ 
en  years. 

He  grew  up  in  Lottie  and  graduat- 


In  scenes  like  this  one,  ON  THE  RIGHT,  ABOVE,  players  struggle 
with  unresolved  issues  such  as  conflict.  The  performers  are  Mia 
Marshall  and  Tedric  McMillon.  Theater  director,  Rev.  Cathy  Carl¬ 
son,  IN  THE  PHOTO  ON  THE  LEFT,  thinks  about  how  to  play  a 
scene. 

There's  good  news  and  bad  news 
about  UM  attendance  and  growth 


Rev.  Roger  Templeton 

ed  from  Livonia  High  School.  In 
1983-84  he  was  president  of  the 
Conference  Youth  Team,  now  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  the  Conference  Council 
on  Youth  Ministry. 

To  prepare  for  his  specialized 
ministry  to  youth  and  young  adults, 
Templeton  graduated  from  the 
School  of  Church  Careers  at  Cente¬ 
nary  College  in  Shreveport  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  master  of  divinity  degree 
from  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at 
SMU  in  Dallas. 

He  is  married  to  Lori  Seavers 
Templeton,  who  will  be  director  of 
the  after-school  program  at  Univer¬ 
sity  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge.  They 
have  a  daughter,  Bethany. 


Around  the  Conference 


Choirs  and  soloists  from  area 
churches  will  provide  music  for  a 
revival  planned  by  St.  Andrew’s 
UMC,  Sterlington,  where  Dr. 
Charles  Allen,  i 
retired  Texas 
minister,  will  be 
the  guest  preach- 1 
er. 

Since  a  num¬ 
ber  of  churches  I 
are  to  partici- 1 
pate,  the  revival  I 
services  will  be  I 
held  in  Sterling-  Dr.  Charles  Allen 
ton  High  School  Auditorium  July 
25-27,  at  7  p.m. 

Dr.  Allen,  former  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  Houston,  has  written  several 
books  including  the  best-seller, 
God’s  Psychiatry. 

His  latest  is  entitled.  Wise  & 
Wonderful,  Wit  and  Wisdom:  An¬ 
swering  Life’s  Questions  As  We 
Grow  Older. 

A  talk  at  10  am.  and  luncheon  are 


planned  for  Wednesday,  July  27,  at 
St.  Andrew’s.  The  subject  will  be 
narrative  preaching  with  Dr.  Allen 
drawing  on  his  years  of  experience. 
For  luncheon  reservations  or  addi¬ 
tional  information  call:  Rev.  Stuart 
Sherman,  pastor,  St.  Andrew’s-Bar- 
tholomew  Charge,  318/665-4479. 


When  Judge  Carl  Stewart,  who 
last  month  resigned  as  Louisiana 
Conference  lay  leader,  was  sworn  in 
as  a  federal  appeals  court  judge  re¬ 
cently  in  Shreveport,  it  was  a  joyous 
day  as  1,000  people  were  there  to 
support  him.  Family  members,  at¬ 
torneys,  more  than  40  judges  and 
other  friends  filled  the  U.  S.  District 
Courtroom  and  the  hallways  as 
Judge  Stewart  took  the  oath  to  be 
judge  of  the  5th  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals,  the  nation’s  second-high¬ 
est  court.  Other  friends  around  the 
state  who  could  not  be  present,  in¬ 
cluding  many  United  Methodists, 


There  were  positive  and  negative 
aspects  to  the  report  given  by  Dr. 
Stone  Caraway,  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  statistician  and  treasurer,  at 
the  1994  Annual  Conference  ses¬ 
sion  in  Shreveport.  Among  the  good 
news  are  the  facts  that  more  people 
are  joining  local  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  churches  by  confession 
of  faith  and  large  confirmation 
classes  are  adding  to  church  mem¬ 
bership  lists. 

The  following  are  statistics  con¬ 
cerning  membership  and  atten¬ 
dance: 

■  The  membership  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  at  the  close  of  1993 
numbered  127,500,  a  one  percent 
decrease  from  the  previous  year. 

■  Average  attendance  at  the  princi¬ 
pal  worship  services  was  a  fraction 
of  one  percent  below  the  previous 
year,  and  yet  still  a  slight  decline. 
Indicated  also  was  a  small  decrease 
in  the  number  of  persons  baptized. 


Following  a 
family  tradition 
in  the  ministry 
are  these  two 
brothers,  pic¬ 
tured  at  an  An¬ 
nual  Conference 
reception.  They 
are  Rev.  James 
Poole,  LEFT,  su¬ 
perintendent  of 
the  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  Rev. 
Franklin  Poole, 
minister  to  older 
adults  at  First 
UMC,  Baton 
Rouge. 


sent  their  best  wishes  and  congratu¬ 
lations. 

Judge  Stewart’s  wife,  Jo  Ann, 
sang  and  their  children,  Carl  Stew¬ 
art  Jr.,  Karelia  and  Kyle,  were  pres¬ 
ent.  His  brother,  Caddo  District 
Judge  James  Stewart  administered 
the  oath  of  office. 

Carl  Stewart’s  89-year-old  ninth 
grade  algebra  teacher,  Effie  Dou¬ 
gherty,  attended  and  said  of  her 
successful,  former  student,  “He  is  a 
wonderful,  Christian  man.” 

Pamela  Lattier,  on  behalf  of  the 
Black  Lawyers  Association  of 
Shreveport-Bossier  City,  presented 
Judge  Stewart  with  a  bible.  She 
said,  “Of  all  the  books  you  use,  this 
book  of  all  books,  we  hope,  will  be  a 
source  of  wisdom,  guidance  and  in¬ 
spired  direction.”  Amen. 


■  We  will  all  want  to  applaud  a 
good  increase  in  preparatory  mem¬ 
bers,  the  number  enrolled  in 
churches  through  | 
confirmation- 
classes,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  church  I 
school  members  | 
joining  on  con¬ 
fession  of  faith  I 
and  the  total  I 
joining  on  con- 1 
fession  of  faith. 

■  On  the  other 1 
side,  Sunday  Dr.  Stone  Caraway 
School  membership  and  attendance 
statistics  moved  slightly  lower. 

■  On  the  positive  side,  membership 
in  both  United  Methodist  Men  and 
United  Methodist  Women  are  on 
the  increase.  Although  there  was  a 
slight  decrease  in  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  membership,  the 
youth  members  gave  and  spent 
more  money  on  mission  projects 
than  in  previous  years. 


Conference  invites 
insurance  agents 
to  submit  bids 

The  Louisiana  Conference 
Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  invites  interested 
agents  to  submit  conceptual 
bids  to  service  the  Conference 
insurance  needs. 

An  agent  may  apply  by  sending 
name  and  the  company’s  name 
and  address  to:  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Financial  Office,  527  North 
Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802-5720,  by  Aug.  31,  1994. 

Guidelines  and  information 
for  further  response  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  in  a  packet. 
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In  praise 
of  bald 
compassion 

A  story  circulated  nationally  recently  by  Ann 
Landers  gives  fresh  meaning  to  familiar  biblical 
teachings. 

The  story,  which  first  appeared  in  the  Ocean- 
side  (Calif.)  Blade-Citizen,  told  of  a  local  fifth- 
grade  class  in  which  nearly  all  the  boys  were 
bald.  It  all  began  when  one  boy  started  chemo- 
-  therapy  for 

Editorial 


Consider 
the  ingenuity 
of  fifth-grade 
boys  who  turned 
a  stigma— a  bald 
head— into  a 
badge  of  honor. 
Isn't  that  what 
Christians  did 
with  the 
cross? 


cancer.  He 
shaved  his 
head  before 
the  therapy 
caused  his 
hair  to  fall 
out. 

Then  the 
unexpected 
happened. 
One  class¬ 
mate  talked 
to  other 
boys  in  the 
class  about 
shaving 
their  heads. 
They  went 
to  the  bar¬ 
bershop  as  a  group  to  get  the  job  done.  Their 
male  teacher  was  even  inspired  to  get  his  head 
shaved, too! 

The  young  man  who  led  the  head-shaving  bri¬ 
gade  put  it  this  way: 

“The  last  thing  he  [the  boy  receiving  chemo¬ 
therapy]  would  want  is  not  to  fit  in — to  be 
made  fun  of.  We  wanted  to  make  him  feel  better 
and  not  left  out.” 

Have  you  heard  a  better  real-life  story  than  that 
for  illustrating  the  literal  meaning  of  compassion, 
that  is,  “suffering  with”  another  person? 

Or,  consider  the  ingenuity  of  that  group  of 
fifth-grade  boys  in  turning  a  stigma — a  bald 
head — into  a  badge  of  honor.  Is  this  not  what 
Christians  from  earliest  times  did  with  the  cross? 

But  perhaps  the  most  far-reaching  lesson  has 
to  do  with  the  spiritual  leadership  of  young  peo¬ 
ple.  Although  Jesus  pointedly  affirmed  a  place 
of  honor  in  God’s  realm  for  children,  it  is  com¬ 
mon  to  assume  that  youths  are  merely  follow¬ 
ers,  not  leaders,  of  adults. 

What  the  Oceanside  story  shows  is  the  capacity 
young  people  have  for  spiritually  creative  acts  of 
caring.  In  this  case,  they  understood,  perhaps 
from  painful  experience,  what  the  judgment  of 
peers  feels  like.  Hence,  they  entered  imaginatively 
and  redemptively  into  a  friend’s  plight. 

We  are  grateful  to  Ann  Landers  for  sharing  a 
good  story.  It  becomes  an  even  better  story  if  it 
inspires  others  of  us  to  be  more  intentional 
about  tapping  the  spiritual  depth  of  young  peo¬ 
ple  we  know. 

For  example,  do  we  regularly  include  youths 
and  young  adults  in  our  church  decision-making 
bodies,  particularly  in  settings  where  we  are 
considering  ways  to  extend  our  congregation’s 
outreach  to  people  in  need? 

Lip  service  often  is  given  to  the  ancient 
prophecy,  “a  little  child  shall  lead  them”  (Isaiah 
1 1:6).  The  example  of  some  bald  kids  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  challenges  us  to  transfer  such  service 
from  our  lips  to  our  lives. 


Let's  be  honest  about  cause  of  church  division 


A  recurring  theme  these  days  is  that  fun¬ 
damentalism  (holding  to  Bible  truths  and 
Book  of  Discipline  guidelines)  is  causing 
division.  The  claim  is  that  unity  comes 
from  everyone  just  going  with  the  flow,  ac¬ 
cepting  ideas  and  theologies  without  con¬ 
cern  for  their  basis. 

On  the  contrary,  unity  comes  only  by 
holding  to  what  is  right.  That  is  what  the 
church  is  supposed  to  be  doing  to  fulfill  its 
God-given  mission.  That  is  what  United 
Methodist  clergy,  district  superintendents 
and  bishops  have  pledged  in  their  ordina¬ 
tion  vows  to  do. 

That  is  also  what  gives  hope  and  an  an¬ 
chor  in  the  shifting  sands  of  trends,  philos¬ 
ophies  and  cultures  based  upon 
changeable  human  reasoning.  People  are 
looking  for  something  solid  and  sure. 

If  some  want  a  social  organization  in 
which  anything  goes,  and  there  is  no  par¬ 
ticular  right  or  wrong,  then  start  one.  But 
that  is  not  the  church,  which  is  designed  to 
hold  to  what  is  right.  Trying  to  mix  the 
two  concepts  will  always  result  in  division. 
Like  oil  and  water,  they  do  not  mix,  no 
matter  how  often  attempts  are  made  to 
force  a  union. 

Let’s  be  honest  about  the  real  cause  of 
division. 

Nathan  Strong 
Albany,  Vermont 

I  was  saddened 

I  was  saddened  to  read  that  Rev.  John 
Gillespie  had  felt  it  necessary  to  leave  the 
British  Methodist  Church  over  the  church’s 
policy  on  sexuality  (see  UMR,  June  24). 

I  write  as  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Methodist  Church,  a  lay  speaker  in 
that  church  for  the  past 
decade,  and  as  someone 
who  has  talked  to  some 
of  the  people  who  spoke 
in  the  debate  in  the  con¬ 
ference  that  made  the  de¬ 
cision  on  that  policy. 

I  feel  that  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  point  out  that  the 
lohn  Gillespie  conference  did  not  arbi¬ 
trarily  or  quickly  make  its  decision,  but 
first  set  up  a  commission  which  produced 
a  report  which  every  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion  was  asked  to  discuss.  All  comments 
on  that  report  were  than  taken  into  ac- 
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count  in  producing  the  final  policy. 

Thus,  if  members  are  leaving  the  church 
because  of  the  policy  (as  stated  in  the  Re¬ 
porter  article),  they  do  so  in  opposition  to 
a  consensus.  I  have  not  heard  of  anyone 
leaving  the  church  over  this. 

After  this  long  process,  taking  several 
years,  the  church  has  decided  that  for  the 
present  a  pastoral  rather  than  legislative  ap¬ 
proach  is  more  appropriate,  so  that,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  each  candidate  for  the  ordained 
ministry  is  looked  at  as  an  individual  rath¬ 
er  than  judged  by  a  set  of  rules  on  which  the 
whole  church  is  not  able  to  agree. 

Although  the  Reporter  declares  Mr.  Gil¬ 
lespie  to  be  “an  ardent  follower  of  John 
Wesley,”  it  is  perhaps  worth  nothing  that 
despite  many  serious  disagreements  of  the¬ 
ology  and  church  discipline  with  the  church 
of  which  he  was  a  minister,  John  Wesley  al¬ 
ways  set  his  face  against  leaving  that  church. 
It  was  not  until  after  his  death  that  Method¬ 
ism  split  from  the  Church  of  England. 

Andrew  Spink 
Havana,  Illinois 

You're  in  error 

Your  editorial  on  A.  Kenneth  Pye  in  the 
July  1  issue  of  the  Reporter  is  in  error.  It 


Pontius'  Puddle 


would  be  more  accurate  to  say  it  is  “the 
first  time  in  40  years”  rather  than  50  that 
a  United  Methodist  clergyman  has  led 
Southern  Methodist  University. 

Dr.  Umphrey  Lee,  who  became  presi¬ 
dent  of  SMU  in  1939,  served  until  the 
1950s  when  we  was  succeded  by  Dr.  Tate 
in  1954.  So  it  has  been  exactly  40  years, 
not  50.  Dr.  Lee  was  a  clergy  member  of  the 
Central  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

Those  of  us  who  were  students  40  years 
ago  remember  Dr.  Lee  well.  The  student 
Center,  built  in  the  1950s,  bears  his  name. 

G.  W.  French,  Jr. 

Arlington,  Texas 

Editor's  note:  Incorrect  historical  informa¬ 
tion  was  provided  to  the  newspaper  by  the  in¬ 
formation  office  of  Southern  Methodist 
University.  The  Reporter  regrets  the  error. 

Don't  use  UMC's  name 

As  a  politically  active  Christian,  I  am 
delighted  to  see  other  Christians  take  an 
active  role  in  the  political  process.  United 
Methodist  Women  President  Carolyn 
Johnson  is  to  be  commended  for  her  role 
in  mobilizing  UMW  to  ask  the  Senate  to 
act  on  health  care  reform. 


However,  I  am  quite  concerned  that  a 
branch  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
takes  such  action  in  the  name  of  our  entire 
church. 

When  I  am  active  in  my  political  role,  I 
don’t  stand  and  announce  my  denomina¬ 
tion  while  urging  action  on  those  issues. 
Certainly  the  church  must  stand  against 
immoral  and  sinful  ways,  e.g.  abortion  on 
demand  and  “gay  rights,”  but  when  the 
political  issue  is  not  directly  associated 
with  any  biblical  principle,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  identity  shouldn’t  be  used  without 
proper  sanctions. 

Mike  Russell 
Paris,  Texas 

What  nonsense! 

I  was  absolutely  stunned  and  amazed  at 
your  June  17  editorial’s  reference  to  Mr. 
Clinton’s  “high  ideals  through  the  images 
of  the  Christian  faith  he  and  his  family 
practice.”  What  a  bunch  of  nonsense! 

Here’s  a  man  who  is  morally  corrupt 
and  we  extol  his  Christian  virtues  in  our 
church  paper. 

Wake  up! 

W.  H.  Helmerich,  III 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Address  letters  for  publication  to  "Letters 
to  the  Editor, "  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275.  or  fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 
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Saying ' I'm  sorry '  showed  me  the  cost  of  following  Jesus 


By  JOY  L.  WOODARD 

Just  when  I  thought  I  had 
passed  the  post-graduate  exam  in 
spirituality,  I  discovered  I  hadn’t 
even  completed  kindergarten  in 
one  important  spiritual  area  of 
my  life. 

All  of  the  words  that  follow 
may  not  be  original  with  me,  for 
I’m  sure  I’ve  drawn  upon  the 
writings  of  others.  But  they  speak 
to  what  I’ve  encountered — and  1 
hope  they  speak  to  others  as  well. 

The  problem  was  this  business 
of  saying  you’re  sorry  and  asking 
to  be  forgiven.  I’ve  had  quite  a 
bit  of  practice  doing  this.  All  of  it 
well  deserved. 


My 


Joy  L.  Woodard  is  a  member  of 
Bellaire  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Beiiaire,  Texas  (Texas  Annual 
Conference). 


of  being  set  free  from  a  heavy 
WitnPCR  burden  that  was  weighing  me 
Tv  *11 IL  o  U  down.  I  recommend  it  highly. 

So  why  did  I  have  such  a  hard 
time  doing  it  one  more  time  re¬ 
cently  when  someone  told  me  I 
had  caused  her  pain?  Because  I 
didn’t  think  I  had  done  anything 
wrong.  How  could  I  possibly  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  say  I’m  sorry  for  some¬ 
thing  I  didn’t  believe  I  had  done? 

I  couldn’t.  I  absolutely 
couldn’t.  Not  only  that,  I  posi¬ 
tively  wouldn’t. 

What  I  intended  to  do  was  ex¬ 
plain  what  had  happened  and 
prove  my  innocence.  I  would  be 
vindicated.  My  accuser  would  be 
shamed.  God  would  undoubtedly 


I’ve  done  things  I  shouldn't 
have,  and  I  haven’t  done  things  1 
should  have.  And  in  both  kinds 
of  cases,  I’ve  learned  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  my  fault  and  ask  for  forgive¬ 
ness  from  both  God  and  the 
person  or  persons  I’ve  wronged. 

I’ve  learned  it’s  worth  doing. 
There  is  this  wonderful  feeling 
that  comes  afterward  ...  a  sense 


pat  me  on  the  head  in  approval. 

As  the  kids  say  today:  NOT! 

I  prepared  six  or  seven  ver¬ 
sions  of  a  speech  I  would  give, 
explaining  and  proving  how  mis¬ 
judged  I  had  been.  Not  one  was 
quite  right.  None  of  them  would 
really  alleviate  my  troubles. 

All  right,  I  said  to  myself 
through  mentally  clenched  teeth. 
If  all  she  wants  to  hear  is  my 
“I'm  sorry,”  I’ll  say  it.  I  don’t 
even  have  to  mean  it,  I  can  just 
say  it.  It  won’t  kill  me. 

And  it  didn’t.  But  it  hurt.  A  lot. 

It  turned  out  I  was  truly  sorry. 
Sorry  for  my  friend’s  tender  feel¬ 
ings  and  sorry  for  my  need  to  justi¬ 


fy  myself.  Sorry  for  the  bad  things 
we  do  to  each  other,  even  when 
we’re  trying  to  do  good  things. 

So  I  asked  God  to  teach  me 
what  I  needed  to  leam.  It  took 
some  time,  but  He  has  managed 
to  remind  me  of  the  reality  of  the 
cost  of  following  Him. 

It  involves  not  demanding  my 
right  to  defend  myself. 

Jesus  didn’t. 

It  involves  thinking  of  others 
before  myself. 

Jesus  did. 

It  involves  dying  to  self — in' 
this  case,  hammering  pride  and 
self-justification  to  the  cross.  The 
cross  where  Jesus  died  for  me. 
And  for  my  friend. 


A  friend  in  crisis  sparks  remembrances  of  grace  and  love 


PHOTO  BY  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

JERUSALEM — Joe  and  Mary 
Hale  pause  on  the  Via  Dolorosa 
while  guiding  guests. 


Why  is  it  that  we  don’t  appreciate 
what  we  have  until  we  come  near 
losing  it? 

That  question  haunted  me  this 
past  week  as  I  awaited  word  on  the 
condition  of  a  friend,  Mary  Hale, 
who  nearly  three  weeks  ago  suffered 
an  aneurysm,  followed  by  a  stroke. 

Mary  now  lies  in  a  hospital  in 
Asheville,  N.C.  For  a  while  we 
didn’t  think  she  would  make  it,  but 
late  last  week  her  improvement 
gave  us  renewed  hope. 

In  the  uncertain  time  before  this 
encouraging  news  arrived,  Mary  was 
often  on  my  mind.  Although  I 
haven’t  had  the  privilege  of  years  of 
regular  contact  with  her,  I’ve  always 
considered  her  a  friend  whenever  we 
met  because  of  her  unfailing  gra¬ 
ciousness. 

One  might  expect  that  the  spouse 
of  someone  like  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale, 
whose  position  as  chief  executive  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council  is  a 
very  public  ministry,  would  project 
a  hospitable  image. 


Faithfully  yours 


Cynthia  B.  Astle 
is  Faith  Forum 
Editor  of  the 
Reporter. 


Mary’s  graciousness,  however,  is 
more  than  mere  image — it  is  a  gen¬ 
uine  reflection  of  the  grace  she  has 
received  through  Christ.  I  have 
found  her  to  be  an  ever-flowing 
channel  of  God’s  love. 

Linda  Greene,  Joe’s  secretary,  told 
me  that  her  own  daughter,  Ashley, 
considers  Mary  to  be  “my  friend,  not 
just  my  mother’s  friend."  She  said 
Mary  and  Ashley,  now  22,  have 
known  each  other  since  Ashley’s  kin¬ 
dergarten  days. 


The  same  is  true,  Linda  said,  of 
many  children  Mary  has  encountered 
as  director  of  children’s  ministries  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Waynesville,  N.C. 

Although  Mary  retired  from  her 
post  last  year,  she  has  kept  active. 
In  mid-June  she  assisted  at  her 
church’s  vacation  Bible  school  at¬ 
tended  by  nearly  500  children. 

Her  young  friends  are  flooding 
her  hospital  room  with  pictures  and 
cards  and  letters  that  Joe  is  reading 
to  Mary.  Joe  says  that  Mary  can 
speak  only  in  a  low  voice  because  of 
a  tube  in  her  throat,  but  she  often 
squeezes  his  hand  in  response. 

For  a  while  I  feared  that  Mary’s  ill¬ 
ness  was  so  severe  that  even  the  note  I 
sent  wouldn’t  bring  back  to  her  mem¬ 


ories  of  our  times  together  in  far-flung 
places  like  Singapore  and  Bulgaria. 

I  decided  then  that  I  wouldn’t  let 
that  matter.  Instead,  I  remembered 
them  for  both  of  us.  I  thanked  God 
for  all  the  times  she  welcomed  me. 

What’s  more,  her  illness  has 
taught  me — and  perhaps  others  as 
well — how  important  it  is  to  tell 
those  who  are  special  to  us  how 
much  they  mean  while  we  are  still 
able  to  appreciate  one  another. 

I  hope  that  Mary  will  be  pleased 
when  she  leams — praise  God  that 
she  is  able  to  leam! — of  the  lesson 
in  faith  her  crisis  has  imparted. 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


What  others 
are  saying 

“Genuine  forgiveness  never 
paralyzes  the  capacity  for  moral 
judgment,  since  it  forgives  what  is 
acknowledged  as  wrong  and  re¬ 
pented.  That’s  a  far  cry  from  the 
affirmation  talk  that  is  clogging  so 

many  Christian  arteries _ What’s 

hard,  what  requires  a  great  deal  of 
Christian  virtue  and  ordinary  tact, 
is  caring  about  you  while  still 
holding  you  to  an  ideal.” 

— From  “Letter  to  a  Daughter,” 
an  anonymous  series  of  letters  to 
a  college-age  daughter  in  The 
Christian  Century  magazine. 


_ Public  Relations  and 

Know  your  Bible?  Community  Outreach 
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Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Therefore  confess  your  sins  to 
one  another,  and  pray  for  one  an¬ 
other,  so  that  you  may  be  healed. 
The  prayer  of  the  righteous  is  pow¬ 
erful  and  effective.”  (NRSVj 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


Ronald  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace  Cynthia  B,  Astle 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Galatians  6:9) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  17 

Sunday:  Psalms  89:20-29 
Monday:  Psalms  89:30-27 
Tuesday:  2  Samuel  7:1-7 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  7:8-14a 
Thursday:  Ephesians  2:11-22 
Friday:  Mark  6:30-34 
Saturday:  Mark  6:53-56 


A  nationally  published  newspaper  with  you  as 
front  page  news  will  be  viewed  by  various  media 
differently  than  any  other  “newsletter.” 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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THIRD  FIRE:  Officials  continue  to  investi¬ 
gate  a  $2.5  million  fire  that  destroyed  a  large 
portion  of  Wilshire  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Los  Angeles  June  27.  Outgoing  pastor  Alan 
Jones  said  the  fire  was  the  third  to  strike  the 
church  in  recent  months.  A  large  garden  hedge 
adjoining  the  church  was  set  afire  some  weeks 
back,  and  on  June  6  a  second  fire  caused 
$  1 20,000  in  damage.  Wilshire  Church  has 
eight  services  each  Sunday — in  English,  Kore¬ 
an,  Spanish  and  Tagalog.  Average  Sunday  wor¬ 
ship  attendance  at  all  services  is  more  than 
1 ,000.  Services  are  being  held  at  a  theater  di¬ 
rectly  across  the  street. 

SUPPORT  HEALTH  CARE:  The  head 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church’s  social-ac¬ 
tion  agency  is  inviting  church  members  to  join 
him  in  challenging  Congress  to  put  aside  poli¬ 
tics  and  make  health  care  available  to  everyone. 
The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  said  legislation  that  guarantees  univer¬ 
sal  access  to  comprehensive  health  care  “is  a 
moral  mandate.”  Citing  the  church’s  resolution 
“Universal  Access  to  Health  Care  in  the  U.S. 
and  Related  Territories,”  Mr.  Fassett  said  The 
United  Methodist  Church  has  declared  its 
commitment  to  “quality  and  affordable  health 
care  as  a  right  to  all  people.” 

BISHOP  SUSPENDED:  The  Council  of 
Bishops  of  the  autonomous  Methodist  Church 
of  India  has  suspended  Bishop  Karriapa  Samuel 
of  South  India-Bangalore  for  alleged  fiscal  and 
administrative  irregularities.  An  investigative 
committee  will  report  on  the  charges  in  Au¬ 
gust.  The  Rev.  Robert  Hannan,  chief  executive 
of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  World  Division,  said  the  al¬ 
legations  deal  with  property  and  personnel 
transactions  in  Bishop  Samuel’s  region  (see 
UMR  July  8.) 

BEQUEST  LOST:  The  United  Methodist 
Wisconsin  Annual  Conference  has  lost  a  multi- 
million-dollar  bequest  to  fund  housing  for  senior 
citizens  because  the  project  couldn’t  be  started 
in  time.  E.  B.  Shurts,  an  industrialist  who  died 
more  than  26  years  ago,  bequeathed  his  es¬ 
tate — now  worth  more  than  $6.5  million — to 
the  conference  to  build  homes  for  the  elderly 
in  Waukesha  County,  Wisconsin.  The  bequest 
stipulated  that  construction  had  to  begin  with¬ 
in  three  years  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Shurts.  The 
project  stalled  when  the  conference’s  principal 
agent  died.  A  court  petition  for  a  one-year  ex¬ 
tension  on  the  bequest  was  recently  denied. 

Mr.  Shurts’  estate  now  goes  to  his  secondary 
beneficiaries — YMCA,  YWCA,  Salvation 
Army  and  the  Waukesha  Women’s  Club. 

NEW  RUSSIA  OFFICE:  The  Rev.  Bruce 
Weaver,  General  Board  of  Global  Missions  co¬ 
ordinator  of  new  United  Methodist  missions 
in  the  former  Soviet  Union,  has  moved  the 
board’s  Russia  Initiative  office  to  Dallas,  effec¬ 
tive  July  1 . 

TO  HEAD  CENTER:  Carolyn  H. 

Oehler,  a  widely  known  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman,  has  been  named  executive  director  of 
Scarritt-Bennett  Center,  a  conference  and  re¬ 
treat  facility  operated  in  Nashville  by  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Ms.  Oehler  will  as¬ 
sume  her  new  post  Aug.  1 .  Among  many 
church  leadership  roles  at  international  and  re¬ 
gional  levels,  she  chaired  a  1980-84  Task 
Force  on  Language  Guidelines.  The  task 
force’s  report  to  the  church’s  1 984  legislative 
General  Conference,  Words  That  Hurt  and 
Words  That  Heal:  Language  About  God  and 
People,  received  wide  attention  across  the 
church  and  in  the  public  news  media. 

MARKETING  PLANNED:  The  United 

Methodist  Church’s  Board  of  Pension  and 
Health  Benefits  has  launched  an  “aggressive” 
three-year  marketing  plan  for  its  new  Health- 
Flex  Benefit  Plan.  Staff  was  authorized  to  con¬ 
tract  with  the  Alexander  Consulting  Group, 
with  offices  in  53  cities,  as  the  sales  force  for 
the  $275,000  marketing  effort.  Eleven  of  the 
denomination’s  68  U.S.  annual  conferences 
participate  in  HealthFlex.  Sixteen  use  an  older 
health  plan  of  the  agency. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Youth  in  Mission 
program  is 

More  than 
mopping  up 


~ 


The  programs  goal  is  to 
teach  an  attitude  of  Christ¬ 
ian  servanthood  through: 

Understanding  the  Midwest 
flood  situation  ahd  what  it 
is  like  to  live  as  a  survivor 
of  those  circumstances. 

Developing  communication 
abilities  and  strengthening 
knowledge  of  construction. 

Reassuring  participants 
that  there  is  more  than 
one  way  to  witness  Jesus 
Christ  to  others. 

Understanding  the  Christian 
responsibility  to  be  moved  to 
action  on  behalf  of  another. 

Allowing  participants  to 
encounter  real-life  situations 
and  to  reach  out,  risk,  and 
be  touched  and  transformed. 


First  steps  of  youths'  mission  trip  were 
Bible  study,  'unconditional'  commitment 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

AGENCY,  Mo.— Before  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  United  Methodist 
Central  Texas  Conference  gath¬ 
ered  300-plus  young  charges  for  a 
new  mission  initiative,  all  prepa¬ 
ration  had  to  be  “biblically 
based,”  said  Bishop  Joe  A.  Wil¬ 
son  (Fort  Worth,  Texas  Area.) 

No  one  was  given  a  work-team 
assignment  until  his  or  her  local 
church  received  a  copy  of  the 
Central  Texas  Bible  instruction/ 
study  booklet  developed  espe¬ 
cially  for  this  trip. 

The  instructions  were  devel¬ 
oped  by  the  Rev.  Ruth  Huber- 
Rohlfs,  Waxahachie  district 
superintendent.  The  curriculum 
was  created  by  the  Rev.  Virginia 
Bassford,  associate  pastor  of 
First  UMC,  Euless. 

Sent  like  disciples 

Ms.  Bassford’s  written  intro¬ 
duction  explained  that  mission 
workers  are  sent  out  just  as  Jesus 
sent  out  his  disciples.  These 
modern-day  disciples,  the  intro¬ 
duction  went  on,  must  also  rec¬ 
ognize  and  respect  that  each 
place  is  another  person’s  home. 
That  means  no  joking  about 
household  furniture,  foods  local 
people  eat  or  how  they  live  their 


United  Methodist  youths  taking  part  in  the  mission 
trip  to  Midwestern  flood  areas  signed  the  following 
pledge: 

“We  unconditionally  give  our  loving  hearts,  our  open  minds, 
and  our  working  hands  as  we  strive  to  be  servants  of  and  for 
Jesus  Christ.  There  are  no  strings  attached  to  our  work.  We 
expect  nothing  in  return. 

"We  also  realize  that  in  this  work  we  will  be  challenged  in 
many  ways,  and  our  lives  will  be  transformed.  Our  priorities 
may  change,  and  we  may  see  life  differently  as  a  result  of  our 
growth. " 


daily  lives. 

“The  mission  trip  requires 
people  to  risk,  to  stretch,  to  look 
at  life  in  new  and  different 
ways,”  she  said  in  the  mission 
curriculum.  “This  helps  us  see 
how  we  all  have  have  something 
in  common.” 

In  addition  to  setting  the  stage 
for  mission  work,  participants 
were  given  a  sample  of  “real-life 
situations”  in  the  Midwest  con¬ 
cerning  development  of  land  by 
local  communities,  distribution 
of  federal  monies  and  isolated  in¬ 
cidents  of  disasters  to  discuss,  all 
intended  to  to  give  them  a  sense 
of  community  with  families  in 
the  Missouri  area  they  were  go¬ 
ing  to  serve. 


Work  is  evidence  that 
United  Methodists  have 
not  forgotten  flooding 


At  the  same  time,  members  of 
the  Central  Texas  mission  proj¬ 
ect  sold  “stock  certificates”  to 
raise  money  for  the  trip.  Six 
stock  certificates  were  available 
per  participant  in  March. 

Each  person  could  sell  $250 
worth  of  “stock”  or  acquire  mer¬ 
chant  sponsors  who  would  do¬ 
nate  $250  in  materials  or 
equipment. 

Sponsors’  names  were  listed  as 
a  “Central  Texas  Conference 
Youth  in  Mission  Supporter” 
and  published  in  a  conference¬ 
wide  mailing. 

Finally,  before  leaving  their 
United  Methodist  districts,  each 
participant  took  a  covenant  oath 
publicly  acknowledging  the  com¬ 


mitment  of  the  youths  and  their 
adult  sponsors  (see  box). 

Six  locations 

Teams  traveled  by  car,  truck, 
van  and  U-haul  to  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  for  a  mission  rally  at 
Frances  Street  United  Methodist 
Church.  Then  they  fanned  out  to 
one  of  six  locations,  camping  out 
in  church  basements  or  commu¬ 
nity  centers  in: 
f  Elwood,  Kansas 
S  Pattonsburg,  Mo. 

■f  Gallatin,  Mo. 

Agency,  Mo. 

•f  Richmond,  Mo. 
f  Rock  Port/Craig.  Mo. 

The  mission  project  didn’t  end 
when  the  groups  returned  to  Cen¬ 
tral  Texas.  The  conference  plans 
a  closing  rally  July  30  at  its  Glen 
Lake  Camp  in  Glen  Rose,  Texas. 

Was  the  trip  worth  all  that 
mental  effort  and  hard  physical 
work? 

Youths  like  15-year-old  Chrys- 
tal  Hall  of  Mansfield,  Texas, 
Texas,  say  a  definite,  “Yes!” 

“It  was  hard  work,  but  it  was 
awesome!”  she  said.  “I’ve  never 
done  this  kind  of  work,  except 
working  in  my  yard. 

“I  hope  we  do  it  again.  I’ll  be 
ready  to  go  next  year.” 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

AGENCY,  Mo.— When  360 
United  Methodist  youths  from 
the  Central  Texas  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  are  asked  next  month 
how  they  spent  their  summer  va¬ 
cation,  their  school  teachers  may 
be  in  for  a  shock. 

Some  may  respond,  “I  had  an 
awesome  summer!  I  did  back¬ 
breaking  construction  work  in 
the  hot  sun  in  Missouri  [or  Kan¬ 
sas].  And  I  loved  every  minute!” 

It’s  not  the  response  of  typical 
teens,  but  it  would  be  an  honest 
answer  for  junior  and  senior 
highs  participating  in  the  Central 


AGENCY,  Mo. — Carey  Olney 
takes  a  break  from  her  assign¬ 
ment  to  clear  debris  at  a  home 
damaged  by  the  1993  floods. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
James  Olney,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Waxahachie,  Texas. 


Texas  Conference  Youth  in  Mis¬ 
sion  program  June  26-July  2. 

Last  year's  victims 

The  mission  study/work  team 
program  allows  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  reach  out  to  survivors  of 
“The  Great  Flood  of  1993”  in 
the  midwest  area  hardest  hit  last 
year. 

The  program: 

■  Strives  to  promote  mission 
work  among  youths  together  with 
adults.  The  work  is  typically 
home  repair  and  reconstruction. 

■  Introduces  youths  to  pasto¬ 
ral  ministry  such  as  listening  to 
and  caring  for  flood  survivors. 

The  idea  for  the  volunteers-in- 
mission  project  for  teens  came 
from  the  cabinet  and  seven  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Texas  conference,  said 
Bishop  Joe  A.  Wilson  (Fort 
Worth,  Texas  Area). 

“This  was  a  tremendous  logis¬ 
tical  effort  to  get  360  people — 
most  of  them  teens — to  come  all 
the  way  to  Missouri  and  Kansas 
to  work,”  said  Bishop  Wilson. 
“But  everyone  has  been  just  won¬ 
derful.” 

Seeking  a  witness 

Bishop  Wilson  explained  that 
his  area  cabinet  decided  last  year 
that  they  wanted  to  do  something 
to  help  1993  flood  victims  but 
really  wanted  to  make  a  Chris¬ 
tian  witness  in  several  low-in¬ 
come  communities. 

“We  were  very  intentional 
about  coming  a  year  later,  be¬ 
cause  Bishop  Ann  Sherer  [Mis¬ 
souri  Area]  said  everyone  was 
here  last  year,”  Bishop  Wilson 
said.  “She  also  said  that  a  year 
later,  people  would  forget  about 
those  who  have  fallen  through 
the  cracks — those  that  still  need¬ 
ed  help. 

“Some  folks  think,  ‘Out  of 
sight,  out  of  mind.’  Well,  we 
want  these  people  to  know  that 
United  Methodists  have  not  for¬ 
gotten  them.  We’re  in  it  for  the 
long  haul." 
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AGENCY,  Mo.— Kathy  Hill  of  Euless,  Texas,  and  Chrystal  Hall  of  Mansfield,  Texas,  haul  away 
debris  from  a  house  destroyed  during  the  1993  Midwest  Flood.  They  participated  in  the  Central 
Texas  conference  “Youth  in  Mission"  project,  which  taught  that  hands-on  mission  work  is  a 
'servant  ministry." 

Church  teen-agers  outshone 
Midwest  couple's  expectations 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

AGENCY,  Mo. — When  the 
Great  Midwest  Rood  first  hit 
this  tiny  town  on  July  3,  1993, 
water  came  into  homes  and  went 
back  out. 

But  by  the  end  of  that  month  the 
levee  at  the  Missouri  river  broke, 
and  water  was  back  to  stay — this 
time  measuring  nearly  five  feet  in¬ 
side  the  house  of  Ron  and  Barbara 
Lemley.  The  only  way  residents 
could  leave  was  by  boat. 

“It  was  devastating,”  said  Mr. 
Lemley.  “Water  in  my  front 
room  was  up  to  the  top  of  the 
furniture. 

“Some  people  in  this  town  had 
their  houses  destroyed,  so  I  guess 
we  were  lucky  that  we  still  have 
ours,”  he  continued.  “But  it’s 
been  hard  fixing  things  like  they 
were.  Me  and  my  wife  have  been 


doing  all  the  repairs.  We  had  to 
replace  the  dry  wall  and  all  the 
kitchen  cabi¬ 
nets.  All  the 
wallpaper  mil¬ 
dewed,  so  we 
had  to  take  all 
that  out. 

“Then 
somebody 
from  town 
told  us  that 
some  church 
kids  from 
Texas  wanted 

to  help  us.  _ _ _ 

Well,  I  don’t  mind  telling  you 
that  we  weren’t  too  thrilled.  We 
didn't  realize  how  they  would 
act,  ’cause,  you  know  how  most 
teenagers  are.” 

As  he  talked,  Mr.  Lemley 
pointed  to  a  group  of  teens  from 
the  Central  Texas  conference  re¬ 


placing  his  living  room  floor.  A 
the  back  door  a  Texas  pastor  anc 
his  “apprentice”  were  cutting 
wall  panels  with  an  electric  saw 
Others  were  clearing  debris  from 
the  Lemleys’  yard. 

Suddenly  Mr.  Lemley  stopped 
near  his  front  porch  swing,  beck¬ 
oning  to  some  young  people  to  sil 
down  and  take  a  break  from  the 
strenuous  work. 

“This  is  out  of  the  ordinary 
having  people  helping  us  like 
this,”  he  said.  “This  is  a  good 
group.  You  should  have  beer 
here  to  see  them  pour  cement  in 
that  front  room.  Now  that  was  an 
experience  in  itself! 

“You  always  hear  about  the 
teenagers  that  get  in  trouble,  but 
you  never  hear  about  kids  like 
these  church  kids.  We  didn’t  re¬ 
alize  teenagers  could  be  so  nice.” 

- DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


UMC  children's  home  damaged  by  Georgia  flood  but  all  safe 

D.,  nENlCC  lAuKicrtki  ct/m/aii  a~~a  o  n _ _ •  ^ 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  across  a 
three-state  area  are  busy  respond¬ 
ing  to  last  week’s  floods  in  the 
Southeast. 

A  state  of  emergency  was  de¬ 
clared  in  30  Georgia  counties  as 
rain  and  flooding  from  tropical 
storm  Alberto  deluged  the  western 
end  of  the  Florida  panhandle, 
southeast  Alabama  and  southwest 
Georgia. 

At  least  1 8  people  were  reported 


dead  as  of  July  8  in  Georgia;  oth¬ 
ers  were  missing. 

Although  there  was  no  compre¬ 
hensive  word  on  the  amount  of 
damage  to  United  Methodist 
property,  the  Methodist  Home  for 
Children  and  Youth  in  Americus, 
Ga.,  a  satellite  home  owned  by  the 
South  Georgia  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  was  seriously  flooded,  says 
Alice  Smith,  writer  for  The  Wes¬ 
leyan  Christian  Advocate. 

The  Rev.  Virgil  Lee,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Americus  District,  said 
the  water  level  was  extremely  high 


near  the  1 0-person  occupancy  home. 

“The  pond  dam  broke,  and  it 
crushed  the  wall  of  that  new  build¬ 
ing  that  was  just  built  for  about 
$300,000,”  he  said. 

Dan  Torbt,  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Americus,  pulled  the  children  out 
of  the  water  one  by  one.  Damages 
to  the  home  were  estimated  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  $100,000,  and  all  furniture 
was  destroyed. 

Dr.  Lee  told  the  Reporter  that  he 
had  not  received  notice  of  any  dam¬ 
ages  to  churches  or  parsonages. 


Many  churches  in  the  Americus 
District  served  as  shelters  for  the 
homeless. 

The  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  responded  with  ini¬ 
tial  grants  to  the  South  Georgia 
and  Alabama/West  Florida  Annu¬ 
al  Conferences. 

The  Rev.  Fred  Toland,  United 
Methodist  disaster  response  con¬ 
sultant  from  Theodore,  Ala.,  was 
placed  on  immediate  assignment 
for  UMCOR. 

In  addition,  arrangements  were 
made  to  ship  generators  into  af¬ 


fected  areas. 

“A  receiving  center  is  being  set 
up  in  the  Atlanta  area  where 
much-needed  cleaning  supplies 
may  be  shipped,”  said  Wendy 
Whiteside,  UMCOR  spokesper¬ 
son.  United  Methodists  are  asked 
to  call  UMCOR’s  toll-free  number 
(800)  554-8583  for  the  specific  ad¬ 
dress  of  the  warehouse. 

The  warehouse  will  be  staffed  by 
Ivan  Lirely  of  Danville,  Ill.,  who 
directed  shipments  to  the  Central 
Illinois  Flood  Warehouse  during 
the  Great  Midwest  Flood  of  1993 


(see  stories  above). 

Items  requested  include  dry 
laundry  detergent,  dish  washing 
detergent,  dry  disinfectant,  shov¬ 
els  (scoop  and  spade  types),  30- 
gallon  plastic  garbage  bags,  mops, 
buckets  and  rubber  gloves. 

Ms.  Whiteside  added  that  vol¬ 
unteers  will  be  needed  to  help  with 
cleanup  operations.  To  join  in  this 
response,  call  (800)  918-3100. 

Financial  gifts  for  the  emergency 
can  be  made  to  UMCOR’s  Ad¬ 
vance  No.  901165-2  Georgia/ Ala¬ 
bama/Florida  Floods. 
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BIBLE  STUDY  EXPANDS  “Disciple,” 

the  United  Methodist-initiated  34-week,  audio¬ 
visual  Bible  study  series  designed  for  small- 
group  use,  is  being  introduced  in  several  nations 
this  year.  “Disciple,”  launched  in  the  United 
States  in  1987,  combines  short,  written  lessons 
and  small-group  discussion  with  brief  video 
lectures  by  some  of  United  Methodism’s  most 
recognized  preachers  and  Bible  scholars.  Ex¬ 
pansion  is  underway  or  scheduled  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Kingdom,  Ireland,  Australia,  Singapore, 
Malaysia  and  Korea.  A  Spanish-language  ver¬ 
sion,  Discipulado,  will  also  be  available  in  Au¬ 
gust. 

BISHOP  SHORT  DIES:  Retired  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  Roy  H.  Short,  91,  died 

July  2  in  Nashville  after  an 
extended  illness.  Bishop 
Short  was  elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  1948  while 
serving  as  editor  of  The 
Upper  Room,  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  multilanguage  de¬ 
votional  guide.  At  45,  he 
was  one  of  the  youngest 
bishops  ever  elected  by  the 
denomination  and  was  the 
last  surviving  bishop  who  had  attended  the  unit¬ 
ing  conference  in  1939  that  brought  together 
three  branches  of  Methodism  separated  since 
the  1800s.  He  served  as  episcopal  leader  of  the 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Area,  including  the  Florida 
and  Cuba  Conferences,  in  1948-52;  the  Nash¬ 
ville  Area,  1952-64;  and  the  Louisville  (Ky.) 
Area  in  1964-72. 

CARAVANERS  REUNITE:  The  third 

reunion  of  Methodist  Youth  Caravaners  will  be 
held  Aug.  12-14  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  Conference 
Center  in  Fayetteville,  Ark.  Caravaners  flour¬ 
ished  from  1939  through  the  1950s,  sending 
teams  of  four  students  and  a  counselor  into 
small  churches  for  a  week  of  training  with  lo¬ 
cal  youths. 

PREPARE  RESOLUTIONS:  The  United 
Methodist  Task  Force  on  Developmental  Dis¬ 
abilities  met  in  June  in  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  to 
begin  preparing  resolutions  on  ministry  with 
physically  and  mentally  challenged  people  for 
the  church’s  1996  legislative  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  The  task  force  also  elected  officers:  chair, 
Pat  Cook  of  Leavenworth;  vice  chair,  the  Rev. 
Beverly  L.  McCurdy  of  Leavenworth;  secre¬ 
tary,  the  Rev.  Frank  D.  Seydel  of  Washington; 
and  treasurer,  Debbie  Mclntire  of  Conshoho- 
ken,  Pa. 


Methodists  'ride  circuit'  on  'info  highway' 

Two-way  satellite  TV  talks 
top  North  American  conclave 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  ASBURY  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

WILMORE,  Ky.  The  Rev.  Donald  English,  president  of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  speaks  to 
the  North  American  Section  meeting  via  satellite  television  downlink.  Later  Dr.  English  and  par¬ 
ticipants  had  a  question  and  answer  session  via  the  link-up. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Methodists  don’t  “ride  the  cir¬ 
cuit"  anymore,  said  the  Rev.  Da¬ 
vid  L.  McKenna,  we  “plug  into  it.” 

So  saying,  the  immediate  past 
president  of  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary  turned  over  the  North 
American  Section  meeting  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council  to  the 
international  organization’s  pres¬ 
ident,  the  Rev.  Donald  English — 
who  spoke  on  screen  via  satellite 
television  downlink  from  Leeds, 
England. 

At  the  close  of  Dr.  English's  20- 
minute  presentation,  participants 
at  the  gathering  in  Wilmore,  Ky., 
stepped  to  microphones  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  question-and-answer 
session  with  him. 

Major  highlight 

That  impressive  “ride”  around 
the  “circuit”  of  the  electronic  infor¬ 
mation  superhighway  was  a  major 
highlight  of  the  June  24-26  session 
attended  by  nearly  200  people.  The 
council’s  total  membership  in¬ 
cludes  about  60  churches  of  the 
Wesleyan  tradition  in  96  countries 
worldwide  encompassing  nearly  60 
million  adherents. 

Keynote  speaker  for  the  once- 
every-five-years  event  was  the 
Rev.  Leander  Keck,  former  dean 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Noting  that 
many  educators  consider  the 
U.S.  educational  system  to  be  in 
a  state  of  growing  crisis,  a  12- 
member  task  force  will  ask  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  high¬ 
est  legislative  body  to  make  edu¬ 
cation  a  top  concern. 

The  task  force,  created  by  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry,  plans  to  ask 


of  Yale  Divinity  School  and  au¬ 
thor  of  The  Church  Confident. 

“One  reason  they  [mainline 
Protestant  churches]  appear  un¬ 
certain  and  hesitant  is  that  they 
have  lost  confidence  in  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  their  own  theological 
resources  to  guide,”  said  Dr. 
Keck,  speaking  on  the  gathering’s 
theme,  “Faith  Alive.” 

“[Statistical  analyses]  are  valu¬ 
able  in  keeping  us  in  touch  with 
certain  hard  realities  of  history 
and  society  but  they  will  never 
generate  a  reformation  that 
aligns  the  churches  more  faithful¬ 
ly  to  the  heart  of  the  matter,”  Dr. 
Keck  said.  “And  unless  this  [re¬ 
alignment]  occurs,  the  mainline 
churches  will  not  overcome  their 
fragmentation,  their  confusion, 
their  hesitance,  or  their  faithless¬ 
ness. 

“These  churches  are  institutions 
that  have  been,  and  still  are,  bear¬ 
ers  of  the  gospel,  transmitters  of 
the  rich  tradition  and  multilayered 
wisdom  (as  well  as  much  foolish¬ 
ness).  It  is  for  the  sake  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  that  they  need  to  be  reformed. 
Without  the  gospel  at  the  center, 
they  have  no  reason  to  exist,  for 
the  gospel  is  the  only  thing  they 
have  to  offer  that  the  world  does 
not  already  have.” 

The  general  theme  articulated 


the  church’s  1996  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  set  the  following  goals: 

■  To  help  incorporate  tradi¬ 
tional  Wesleyan  techniques  in 
schools; 

■  To  increase  the  church’s  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  “conditions 
and  context”  of  today’s  educa¬ 
tional  system; 

■  To  help  guide  educators  in 
building  character  in  youth; 

■  To  set  goals  for  linking  local 


by  Dr.  Keck  was  explored  in  de¬ 
tail  in  a  subsequent  moming- 
long  session.  Presenters, 
panelists  and  participants  dis¬ 
cussed  how  worship,  theology, 
ethos  and  communication  ex¬ 
press  “alive  faith.” 

During  the  business  meeting,  a 
report  on  preliminary  plans  for 
the  1996  World  Methodist  Con- 


churches  with  schools. 

The  task  force  consists  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  education  profes¬ 
sionals  and  some  voting 
members  of  the  division. 

In  addition  to  the  statement 
for  General  Conference,  the 
group  also  plans  to  produce  a 
“workbook”  for  local  congrega¬ 
tions  wishing  to  establish  rela¬ 
tionships  with  schools  in  their 
respective  communities. 


ference  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil, 
was  presented  by  the  Rev.  Hal 
Brady  of  Dallas,  secretary  of  the 
program  committee. 

The  Rev.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam, 
World  Methodist  Council  evan¬ 
gelism  chair  and  newly  elected 
president  of  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary,  presented  the  report 
of  the  council’s  chief  executive, 
the  Rev.  Joe  Hale. 

Dr.  Hale  left  the  meeting  after 
receiving  word  that  his  wife, 
Mary,  had  been  stricken  by  a 
brain  aneurysm  (see  related  arti¬ 
cle  on  Page  2). 

Dr.  Hale’s  report  noted  efforts 
of  World  Methodist  Council 
leaders  on  behalf  of  world  peace 
through  visits  to  Asia  and  the 
Middle  East. 

He  also  reported  that  council 
representatives  have  met  with  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  Roman  Catholic 
and  Orthodox  churches,  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  and  with  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Billy  Graham. 

In  closing,  Dr.  Hale’s  text  com¬ 


mented  on  the  increasing  divi¬ 
sions  faced  in  countries,  cultures: 
and  churches. 

Bring  us  together? 

“We  thought  by  celebrating  our 
diversity  we  would  move  toward 
unity.  Today  we  are  discovering 
that  this  focus  on  our  differences 
is  sending  the  wrong  message. 
People  are  not  hearing  a  word  of 
unity  in  diversity  but  division  be¬ 
cause  of  diversity,”  Dr.  Hale  stat¬ 
ed  in  his  report. 

“. . .  My  question  is:  ‘What  can 
bring  us  together  in  North  Amer¬ 
ica?’  ...  Is  there  some  common 
ground  that  is  firm  enough  to 
support  us  and  hold  us  intact 
even  though  our  opinions  may 
differ  one  from  the  other?  John 
Wesley  spoke  of  this,  saying  mat¬ 
ters  that  do  not  lie  at  the  heart  of 
the  faith  need  not  separate  us. 

“When  our  deepest  loyalty  is 
to  Christ,  and  our  life  is  in 
Christ,  we  can  agree  and  say,  ‘It 
is  enough!’ " 


Task  force  pushes  education  as  church  priority 


Biblical  scholarship  has  under¬ 
gone  major  transformations  in 
recent  years,  creating  a  great 
need  for  a  new,  critical  commentary  that 
is  up-to-date  and  relevant  for  the  1990s 
and  beyond.  The  New  Interpreter’s " 
Bible  meets  that  need.  Under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  Leander  Keck  and  an  expert 
editorial  board,  97  contribu 
tors  from  a  broad  array  of 
backgrounds  provide  fresh, 
insightful  interpretations  of 
the  Bible  —  including  the 
Deuterocanonical/Apocryphal 
texts  —  in  a  style  that  is  inviting  and 
accessible.  The  New  Interpreter’s "  Bible 
includes  the  complete0  text  of  both  the 
NIV  and  the  NRSV  translations,  with 
commentary  and  reflections.  The  entire 
Bible  is  covered  in  thia>  invaluable,  new 
twelve-volume  set. 

Volume  One  (General  Articles  on  the  Bible; 
General  Articles  on  the  Old  Testament; 
Genesis;  Exodus;  Leviticus). 

0-687-27814-7,  $65.00  Available  Sept.  1994 

Volumes  will  be  published  approximately  one 
every  six  months.  A  subscription  plan  is  available. 
Call  for  details. 
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Camp  meeting  site  marks 
historic  auditorium's  100th 


OCEAN  GROVE,  N.J. — Church  and  state  dignitaries  joined  officials  of  the  historically  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  Ocean  Grove  Camp  Meeting  Association  July  1  to  celebrate  the  camp  ground's  Great  Auditorium 
centennial.  Association  president  Philip  C.  Herr  of  Philadelphia  (right)  and  the  Rev.  David  B.  Cotton, 
portraying  the  association's  first  president,  E.  H.  Stokes,  carry  the  copper  "time  capsule”  from  the  au¬ 
ditorium's  cornerstone  (inset).  Contents  of  the  100-year-old  capsule,  including  a  poem  by  renowned 
hymn  writer  Fanny  Crosby,  will  be  exhibited  throughout  the  summer  then  returned  to  the  cornerstone. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  SI. 35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  S27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  S20.00  plus  S  10.80  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad¬ 
vance. 

FULL-TIME  STAFF  POSITION  open  for  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Music  Ministries  in  a  2400-member  church 
in  Plano,  Texas  (suburb  of  Dallas).  Responsible 
for  adult,  youth,  and  children's  choirs,  as  well  as 
handbells.  St.  Andrew  United  Methodist  Church, 
1401  Mira  Vista  Blvd.,  Plano,  TX  75093.  Con¬ 
tact  is  Charles  Stokes.  Telephone  (214)  380-8001, 
Fax:  (214)  380-9533. 

FOR  SALE:  SCHANTZ  PIPE  ORGAN,  2  man¬ 
ual,  17  ranks,  pipes  separately  wrapped,  boxed 
and  ready  to  ship.  Call  Carl  Johnson  (305)  888- 
1305. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  Specialist.  Bus¬ 
es,  vans,!  Also  church  van  rentals.  Distributor  for 
Goshen  buses.  15  passenger  vans  with  center 
aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Trans¬ 
portation.  (800)  330-3622  !!!!!!!!!!!!l!!t!!I!!!!!!!!!lll!III 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries  wanted  to  assume  responsibilities  for  well 
established  youth  program  at  2000+  member 
church.  College  degree  and  two  to  four  years  ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  FUMC,  P.O.  Box  773,  Temple,  TX 
76503. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (2 1 0)  696-702 1  for  information. 

VISIT  INDIA  WITH  BOB  NAVE,  retired  India 
missionary.  Departures  November  4,  January  7, 
March  4.  Write/phone:  8532  Emerson  Ave.  S, 
Bloomington.  MN  55420.  (612)  884-8786. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com-  . 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  Adult 
Ministries  needed  for  1000-member  church.  Per¬ 
sonality  with  spark  and  enthusiasm  required.  Ex¬ 
perience  and  education  preferred,  competitive 
salary.  Resume,  references  to:  Dr.  Ed  Wiiliam- 

FOR  BEST  SEATS  AT  THE  GREAT  Passion 

Play  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.,  reserve  now  at  Kel¬ 
ler's  County  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)!  Just  >30  each  includes  lodging,  meals,  tax¬ 
es,  and  best  ($12.50)  tickets!  Call  (501)  253-8418. 

FULL-T1ME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 

for  3200-member  United  Methodist  Church. 
Two  adult  choirs,  youth  choir,  2  children's 
choirs,  handbells.  Music  degree  required  with  ex¬ 
perience  in  choral  conducting.  Salary  and  bene¬ 
fits  commensurate  with  experience.  Resume, 
references  to:  Wiley  Walker,  Music  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  Chapel  Hill  United  Methodist  Church, 
2717  West  Hefner  Road.  Oklahoma  City,  OK 
73120. 

DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLES  MINISTRY.  5000- 
member  Houston  church  seeks  a  full-time  di¬ 
rector  for  an  ongoing,  dynamic  singles  ministry. 
Graduate  degree  and  experience  preferred.  Suc¬ 
cessful  candidate  will  be  self-starting,  creative, 
visionary,  possess  ability  to  organize  and  relate 
well  to  people  of  various  ages.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Send  resume  to:  Bob  Johnson,  Chapelwood 
UMC,  11140  Greenbay  Drive,  Houston,  TX 
77024. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Education  for  2500  +  member,  multi-staff 
church.  Strong  Sunday  school  program,  school 
for  little  children,  disciple  program,  etc.  in 
place.  Christian  education  degree  and  experi¬ 
ence  preferred.  Competitive  salary  and  benefits 
based  on  education  and  experience.  Call  or 
write  for  application/job  description:  Search 
Committee,  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  707,  Long¬ 
view.  TX  75606.  (903)  753-4463. 
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The 
choice 
is  still  real! 


Lh 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden 


The  children  of  Israel  are  gathered  on  the  plains  of  faoab  just  east  of 
the  Dead  Sea. 

After  40  years  of  wandering,  the  promised  land  spreads  before  them. 

Moses  is  preaching  his  farewell  sermon.  His  days  of  leadership  have 
come  to  an  end.  His  death  is  at  hand.  He  speaks: 

I  have  set  before  you  this  day,  life  and  death;  good  and 
evil.  If  you  love  and  follow  the  Lord  your  God,  you 
shall  grow  and  live.  If  your  heart  turns  away,  if  you  are 
deaf  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  if  you  worship  false  Gods, 
then  you  shall  perish!  The  choice  is  yours  —  life  or 
death,  blessing  or  cursing! 

(From  Deuteronomy  30:19) 

Moses’  sermon  is  directed  to  us.  We  stand  with  the  children  of  Israel 
on  the  plains  of  Moab.  The  choice  is  ours. 

It’s  not  that  God  is  a  scorekeeper.  We  decide  the  score  by  the  deci¬ 
sions  we  make  —  decisions  that  are  life-giving  or  decisions  that  are 
life-taking. 


Legacies 
Summer  1994 

See  UM  Foundation  of  Loui¬ 
siana  news  and  photos  in  this 
issue  on  another  page. 


Louisiana  Conference  team  provides  inspiration 
as  Russian  ministers  arrive  for  Nashville  retreat 


Cheryl  Gillespie  and  Rev.  Leslie  Akin  had  an 
inspiration  about  bringing  Russian  ministers  to 
the  United  States  for  a  retreat.  There  would  be 
three  components  —  a  Walk  to  Emmaus  similar 
to  Cursillo,  a  retreat  with  the  theme,  “Spiritual¬ 
ity  in  the  Methodist  Tradition”  and  a  study  sec¬ 
tion  on  “Adventures  in  Healing  and 
Wholeness.” 

The  concept  was  endorsed  by  the  Russian  Ini¬ 
tiative  Committee  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

The  General  Board  of  Discipleship  liked  the 
idea  and  joined  laity  and  clergy  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  in  sponsoring  the  historic  event,  the 
first  of  its  kind.  Other  sponsors  are  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  and 
the  New  Mexico  Conference. 

The  dream  is  now  an  actuality.  The  men  and 
women  Russian  ministers  began  arriving  at 
Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nashville  this  week 
and  are  engaged  in  the  Walk  to  Emmaus. 

Thirteen  ministers,  representing  four  Russian 
Methodist  churches  including  the  one  at  Ekate¬ 


rinburg  are  attending.  The  three-part  event  will 
continue  through  July  29. 

Rev.  Akin,  Louisiana  Conference  director  of 
education  and  worship  ministries;  Cheryl  Gilles¬ 
pie,  director  of  Children’s  Ministries,  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Shreveport,  and  Dr.  Dan  Hawk, 
assistant  professor  of  religion,  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  are  serving  on  the  Walk  to  Emmaus  staff. 

Dr.  Charles  Simmons,  senior  pastor  of  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  and  Rev.  Akin  will 
lead  the  worship  portions  of  the  retreat. 

Dr.  Hawk  will  serve  as  dean  of  the  section  on 
“Spirituality  in  the  Methodist  Tradition.”  Par¬ 
ticipating  speakers  are  from  Iowa,  New  Mexico 
and  Tennessee. 

General  Board  of  Discipleship  staff  will  lead 
the  “Adventures  in  Healing  and  Wholeness”  ses¬ 
sions. 

Rev.  Scott  Bullock,  associate  pastor,  Asbury 
UMC,  Lafayette,  and  Amy  Mercer,  a  layperson, 
are  to  assist  with  hospitality. 
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Church  property  values  rise 
benevolence  giving  declines 


Louisiana  churches  offering 
a  response  to  flooded  areas 


The  Annual  Conference  report  of 
Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  Conference 
treasurer  and  statistician,  shows  an 
increase  in  church  property  values 
and  a  decrease  in  contributions  to 
apportionments,  World  Service  and 
Conference  Benevolences  in  1993. 

Church  property  values  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  increased  by 
$26,998,268  or  nine  per  cent  in 
1993. 

Apportionments  experienced  a 
decline  of  1.87  per  cent  going  from 
89.69  per  cent  paid  in  1 992  to  87.82 
per  cent  in  1993.  The  actual 
amount  contributed  was  just  over 
$7,000  more  in  1993  but  the  budget 
had  been  increased  by  2.3  per  cent 
from  1992  to  1993. 

World  Service  and  Conference 
Benevolences  showed  a  significant 
decline  of  4.16  per  cent  or 
$183,713. 

Income  increases 

A  national  report  recently  indi¬ 
cated  that  Louisiana’s  per  capita  in¬ 
come  in  1993  increased  4.6  per 
cent,  faster  than  40  other  states.  To¬ 
tal  personal  income  increased  5.0 
per  cent. 

Pastors’  compensation  here  in 
our  churches  in  Louisiana  increased 
3.43  per  cent  in  1993.  In  only  two 
years  out  of  the  past  10  years  has 
the  compensation  of  Louisiana’s 
UM  pastors  exceeded  that  of  the  en¬ 
tire  denomination. 

Our  ministers  received  above  the 
overall  denominational  average 
compensation  until  this  past  year 
when  the  compensation  dropped 
down  to  1 .4  per  cent  below  the  na¬ 
tional  average. 

Next  year,  because  these  averages 
are  calculated  two  years  in  advance, 
we  know  that  our  pastors’  compen¬ 
sation  will  drop  below  the  denomi¬ 
national  average  by  two  per  cent. 

As  has  already  been  noted  in  the 
CFA  report  in  1993  the  nine  finan¬ 
cial  items  included  in  the  appor¬ 
tionment  formula  increased  just 
over  five  per  cent  in  our  local 
churches.  This  represents  the  total 
operating  costs  excluding  benevo¬ 
lences  and  capital  expenditures  of 
all  our  churches. 

Allocation  increase 

Total  disbursements  of  all  of  our 
churches  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  increased  by  5.59  per  cent  in 
1993.  “This  indicates  that  our 
churches  in  Louisiana  in  overall  re¬ 
ceipts  and  expenditures  are  staying 
well  ahead  of  the  Consumer  Price 
Index  which  was  2.7  per  cent  in 
1993,”  Dr.  Caraway  said. 

“We  have  done  well  with  our  sup¬ 
port  of  the  four  ministerial  items 
(Pension,  District  Superintendent, 
Episcopal  and  Equitable  Compen¬ 
sation  funds),”  he  mentioned.  “Ac¬ 
cording  to  The  Book  of  Discipline, 
these  are  to  be  paid  in  the  same  pro¬ 
portion  as  the  pastors’  salaries.  Al¬ 
most  all  of  our  churches  keep  faith 
with  this.  As  a  result  each  of  these 
four  had  a  slight  increase  in  1993. 


“When  I  have  anyone  ask  me 
where  our  highest  priorities  should 
be  among  the  Conference  appor¬ 
tionments  I  tell  them  I  cannot  put 
some  above  others. 

“The  more  I  know  about  how  all 
of  our  apportioned  funds  make  pos¬ 
sible  ministry  and  mission  at  home 
and  abroad,  the  more  difficulty  I 
have  in  prioritizing  any  one  above 
the  others.  The  people  and  projects 
we  collectively  support  are  our 
hands  and  voices,  reaching  and  call¬ 
ing  out  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
to  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  need. 
Let’s  learn  all  we  can  and  then  give 
all  we  can.” 


Louisiana  United  Church 
members  will  have  opportunities 
to  respond  to  the  July  flooding  of 
towns  and  cities  in  Georgia,  Ala¬ 
bama  and  Florida  in  the  North 
Georgia,  South  Georgia  and  Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  Conferences 
of  the  UM  Church. 

Local  Louisiana  Conference 
churches  are  asked  to  take  an  of¬ 
fering  on  Sunday,  July  3 1 . 

This  is  another  chance  for  per¬ 
sons  in  Louisiana  to  reciprocate 
for  the  spiritual  and  material 


support  that  was  given  following 
Hurricane  Andrew. 

Individual  checks  should  be 
made  payable  to  the  local  church 
and  marked,  “For  UMCOR  Ad¬ 
vance  901 165-2.” 

The  church  treasurer  should 
write  one  check  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  treasurer  to  cover  the  total 
of  all  gifts  from  the  church.  This 
may  be  sent  in  with  the  monthly 
remittance  report  (offering  re¬ 
ported  on  line  4000)  and  an  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  form. 


To  celebrate  completion  of  the  church's  first  phase  of  the  1994  VI¬ 
SION  2000,  members  of  Mount  Zion  UMC,  New  Orleans,  held  an 
old  fashioned  camp  meeting  which  included  long-range  planning, 
worship  and  fellowship.  Dressed  in  period  costumes,  ABOVE,  are 
some  members  of  the  church.  Rev.  Leslie  Norris  is  pastor  and  J.  Ver- 
nita  Booker  is  chair  of  Council  on  Ministries.  The  124th  anniversary 
of  the  church  will  be  celebrated  with  activities  and  services  on  |uly 
23  and  24. 


First  UMC,  Leesville,  recently  held  ground  breaking  ceremonies  for  a 
new  $525,000  Activities  Center.  Participants  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Rev. 
Ryan  Horton  |r.,  pastor;  Rev.  John  Koelemay;  Rev.  Jim  Neff,  Rev.  Larry 
Maddin,  superintendent  of  Lake  Charles  District,  and  Rev.  Gary 
Brown,  chaplain  at  Fort  Polk.  Members  of  the  congregation  also  par¬ 
ticipated  by  pulling  a  plow  that  broke  ground  and  symbolized  the 
theme,  "Together  We  Build."  The  center  will  include  a  gym  and  a 
kitchen.  Extensive  remodeling  will  be  done  to  existing  buildings. 


Gamblers'  Crisis 


Hotline  launched 


in  New  Orleans 


Methodist  Behavioral  Resources, 
part  of  Methodist  Systems  Founda¬ 
tion,  has  established  New  Orleans’ 
first  Gamblers’  Crisis  Hotline  offer¬ 
ing  help  to  persons  with  gambling 
addiction. 

The  number  (1-800-STOP244)  is 
managed  by  board-certified  coun¬ 
selors  working  round-the-clock,  sev¬ 
en  days  a  week. 

Harrah’s  New  Orleans,  operator 
of  the  New  Orleans  land-based  casi¬ 
no,  has  endorsed  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  hotline  and  promises  to 
publicize  it  among  its  employees 
and  guests  as  a  public  service. 

The  Gamblers’  Crisis  Hotline  was 
created  as  a  response  to  the  increas¬ 
ing  number  of  compulsive  gamblers 
requesting  help. 

New  Jersey  Council  on  Compul¬ 
sive  Gambling,  which  operates  a 
national  gamblers’  crisis  number, 
has  reported  that  16  per  cent  of  all 
their  calls  come  from  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi. 

Louisiana  calls  have  increased 
tenfold  in  the  first  three  months  of 
this  year  compared  with  1 993. 

Counselors  at  the  New  Orleans 
office  will  assess  the  needs  of  each 
caller  and  refer  each  one  to  the  ap¬ 
propriate  medical  resources  in  the 
local  area. 


United  Methodist  Women  of  Haughton  UMC  have  established  the 
Nora  T.  Mahaffey  Scholarship  in  memory  of  a  faithful  member.  The 
scholarship  will  be  awarded  annually  to  a  student  who  shows  lead¬ 
ership  potential,  Christian  values  and  has  a  good  academic  record. 
First  recipient  was  Paulette  Sheppard,  shown  here  with  Rev.  Kathy 
Clark-Dickens,  LEFT,  pastor  of  the  church,  and  Nora  T.  Mahaffey's 
sisters,  RIGHT,  Marie  Trosclair  and  Anna  Lee  Evans. 


Blackwater  UMC  members  recently  had  a  work  day  sponsored  by  the  board  of  trustees  and  the  VISION 
2000  committee.  "Enthusiastic  members  met  together  to  spruce  up  and  repair  the  church  to  make  it 
more  inviting,  the  VISION  2000  goal  for  1994,"  Willie  Petty,  communications  chair,  reports.  Among 
projects  was  the  airing  and  scrubbing  of  nursery  equipment.  Cleaning  nursery  beds  are,  FROM  LEFT, 
Karl  Snyder,  Kristen  Perron  and  Karen  Perron.  Shown  as  they  tidy  up  the  church  garden  are  Terry  John¬ 
son  and  Wilson  Beard.  The  church  is  in  Baker,  La. 


World  Service 
Fund  fosters 
God's  mission 

Relating  to  World  Service, 

The  1992  Book  of  Discipline, 

Paragraph  912  states,  “The 
World  Service  Fund  is  primary 
in  the  missional  program  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  As 
the  basic  source  of  support  for 
the  minimal  financial  needs  for 
mission  and  ministry  through 
the  general  agencies,  World  Ser- 
vice  through  the  apportion¬ 
ments  allows  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  participate  in  God’s  mis¬ 
sion  throughout  the  world.” 

Because  it  is  basic  to  the 
Church’s  benevolence  program, 
historic  language  in  the  Book  of 
Discipline  has  long  stated  that 
payment  in  full  of  the  amounts 
apportioned  for  World  Service 
is  the  Church’s  first  benevolent 
responsibility. 

Paragraph  257.4  reads  “The 
Administrative  Board  of  the  lo¬ 
cal  church  shall  ensure  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  all  the  benevolent 
causes  authorized  by  the  Gener¬ 
al,  Jurisdictional,  Central,  An¬ 
nual,  and  District  Conferences, 
and  encourage  the  support  of 
World  Service,  conference,  and 
other  benevolences.” 

Paragraph  270. 4. b  states: 
“The  church  treasurers)  shall 
disburse  all  money  contributed 
to  causes  represented  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  church  budget,  and  such 
other  funds  and  contributions 
as  the  Administrative  Council 
or  Administrative  Board  may 
determine.  The  treasurer(s) 
shall  remit  each  month  to  the 
conference  treasurer  all  World 
Service  and  Conference  Benev¬ 
olence  funds  then  on  hand.” 

The  Conference  treasurer 
shall  then  remit  also  monthly  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration. 
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A  yearning 
to  become 
'connected' 


The  following  quote  by  singer-songwriter 
Bonnie  Raitt  is  so  noteworthy  that  it  could  have 
run  in  a  column  that  appears  frequently  on  this 
page  titled  “What  Others  Are  Saying." 

Said  Ms.  Raitt  recently  about  her  new  album, 
"Longing  in  Their  Hearts”: 

“You’re  44  and  have  a  yearning  to  get  con¬ 
nected  to  something  deeper.  There’s  a  certain 
kind  of  loneliness 
you  feel  at  this  point 
in  your  life  that  you 
wouldn’t  necessarily 
feel  at  25.  It’s  more 
of  a  spiritual  and  hu¬ 
man  longing  for  a 


Editorial 


Bonnie 
Raitt's 
insight 

makes  us  <jeeper  connection, 
wonder  not  anything  you  can 
why  we  pUt  y0ur  fingers  on. 
don't  talk  [t’s  about  re-examin- 
about  ing  your  priorities.  It 
spiritual  (,as  t0  <j0  with  rap- 
needs.  ture  and  being  swept 
away  ...  a  kind  of  almost  sacred  redemption 
you  feel  as  you  go  through  your  daily  life.” 

Call  it  witnessing,  testifying  or  even  a  kind  of 
praying.  Whatever,  Ms.  Raitt’s  comment  has 
the  ring  of  truth.  People  of  any  age,  in  fact,  who 
are  the  least  bit  open  to  life’s  spiritual  dimen¬ 
sion  sooner  or  later  experience  the  “longing  for 
a  deeper  connection”  that  she  describes. 

Connection  to  others.  Connection  to  one’s 
true  self  or  soul.  Connection  to  meaning  and 
purpose  in  life.  Connection  to  God. 

However  one  identifies  the  longed-for  “con¬ 
nection,”  it  looms  as  one  of  life’s  essentials,  per¬ 
haps  THE  essential  if  life  is  to  be  considered 
worth  living. 

Indeed,  of  all  the  misfortunes  that  can  beset 
humans,  perhaps  the  most  dreaded  is  that  of  be¬ 
ing  cut  off  from  the  connections  that  confer  “sa¬ 
cred  redemption”  upon  the  days  of  our  lives:  a 
loved  one’s  touch,  work  that  fulfills,  awe  in  the 
presence  of  beauty  or  goodness. . . . 

We  believe  that  an  actively  expressed  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  human  need  for  “connection”  is,  or 
should  be,  a  distinguishing  mark  of  Christian 
communities  of  faith.  We  do  not  know  whether 
Ms.  Raitt  herself  is  a  Christian.  But  her  words 
speak  for  any  honest,  searching  follower  of  Jesus. 

Among  other  things,  her  insight  makes  us 
wonder  why  we  as  Christians  don’t  talk  among 
ourselves  about  our  spiritual  needs  with  more 
frequency  and  candor  than  we  typically  do.  Isn’t 
that  OUR  song? 

Her  words  also  remind  us  that  profound  ex¬ 


pressions  of  spiritual  reality  can  come  from  un¬ 
expected  sources,  even  some  that  are  not  overtly 
Christian  or  religious.  That’s  good  to  recall  be¬ 
fore  despairing  at  what  often  is  assumed  to  be 
the  spiritual  poverty  of  popular  culture. 

If  Ms.  Raitt’s  remarks  are  any  indication,  then 
American  popular  culture  may  be  more  con¬ 
nected  to  life’s  moments  of  sacred  redemption 
than  some  of  us  suspected. 


Faith  transforms  Siberian  classroom 


By  MATT  IDOM 

Like  most  rooms  in  public  buildings  of 
Siberia,  this  room  was  dark,  dark  and 
warm. 

There  were  no  drapes  on  the  windows; 
light  swung  through  the  room  like  a  grace¬ 
ful  trapeze  artist.  Flurries  of  snow  brushed 
against  the  window  panes.  Old  desks  and 
odd  chairs  filled  the  room  that  served  as 
the  English  class  of  the  Russian-American 
College  of  Tomsk  University. 

By  my  standards,  by  yours,  the  room 
was  dirty.  There  is  barely  enough  money 
to  pay  the  professors.  None  exists  for  jani¬ 
tors.  The  class  room  had  the  unkempt  look 
of  neglect.  With  a  backdrop  of  winter 
thaw,  it  was  dismal  at  first. 

But  then  students  began  to  arrive.  For 
the  most  part,  they  looked  like  American 
kids.  Young  men  and  women  dressed  in 
denim,  in  skirts,  in  sweaters,  hair  styled, 
make-up  in  place,  entered  for  third-year 
English  Language  studies.  Most  of  them 
looked  at  me  with  curiosity.  Most  of  them 
had  never  seen  an  American  in  person. 

Exploring  opportunities 

In  beautiful,  but  obviously  "second  na¬ 
ture”  English,  the  professor  introduced  me 
to  the  class.  She  explained  that  I  was  part 
of  an  American  “religious  team”  come  to 
Tomsk  to  “explore  opportunities.” 

Her  vague  and  nondescript  introduction 
of  me  was  typical  of  those  we  received. 
Our  hosts  just  didn’t  comprehend.  The 
thought  of  the  church  investing  time,  ener¬ 
gy,  resources,  money  for  humanitarian 
causes  was  foreign. 


My  Witness 

The  Rev.  Matt 
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Conference). 

I  began  with  my  name,  told  them  I  was 
from  Jacksonville,  Texas,  and  was  inter¬ 
rupted  with  giggles.  I  looked  at  the  profes¬ 
sor  for  an  explanation,  and  she  said  “We 
have  never  heard  a  Texas  dialect  of  En¬ 
glish  before.”  (I  probably  set  their  studies 
back  by  at  least  a  semester). 

I  went  on.  I  explained  our  mission  and 
my  role.  When  I  mentioned  that  I  was  a 
United  Methodist  pastor  one  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  raised  his  hand  and  asked,  “What  is 
a  pastor?” 

1  told  him  that  in  the  Orthodox  church, 
my  title  would  be  that  of  “priest.”  More 
giggles  followed  my  explanation.  The 
young  man  had  a  big  smile  on  his  face 
when  he  made  his  next  comment:  “We 
have  never  seen  a  priest  in  blue  jeans.” 

Now  the  door  was  open  wide.  I  shared 
from  my  tradition,  that  a  priest  is  no  bet¬ 
ter,  no  more  saintly  than  anyone  else.  I 
spoke  of  the  freedom  of  the  church  and  a 
nation  that  allows  people  to  serve  God, 
and  a  God  who  expects  people  to  serve  for 
the  good  of  His  Kingdom  and  the  welfare 
of  others.  It  was  like  pouring  water  into  a 


dry  sponge.  The  students  listened  to  every 
word  I  said. 

Most  important  question 

A  young  woman  on  the  back  row  asked, 
“Why  did  you  become  a  priest?" 

I  smiled  immediately.  How  often  is  it 
that  you  get  an  open  invitation  to  share 
your  faith?  How  often  is  it  that  the  door 
stands  wide  open  to  share  the  love  of  God 
and  the  grace  of  Jesus  Christ?  I  thanked 
her  for  asking  me  the  most  important 
question  in  my  life. 

For  the  next  several  minutes  I  shared 
with  those  young  men  and  women  of  fro¬ 
zen  Siberia  about  God’s  love  for  me  and 
my  personal  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ.  I  had  a  glorious  moment  to  speak 
of  my  calling  and  response  to  that  call.  It 
was  probably  the  best  sermon  of  my  life, 
for  it  was  one  that  the  Lord  owned  100 
percent.  t 

Finally,  the  teacher  stood  and  said 
something  in  Russian.  All  the  students 
smiled.  She  then  turned  to  me  and  said, 
“What  I  shared  with  the  students  is  Rus¬ 
sian  saying  that  interprets,  ‘You  read  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  books.’  It  means  that  you 
make  the  words  seem  as  if  they  were 
alive.” 

She  really  shocked  me 

Then  she  really  shocked  me.  “I  have 
never  been  to  a  mass.  I  might  come  hear 
your  mass.” 

The  students  began  filing  out.  Each 
shook  my  hand,  smiling  big,  warm  smiles. 

Only  one  remained,  a  beautiful  young 
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woman.  She  was  tall,  thin,  and  very  attrac¬ 
tive.  Without  saying  a  word,  she  reached 
under  the  collar  of  her  sweater  and  pulled 
on  a  delicate  chain  until  a  simple  gold 
cross  appeared.  Looking  me  in  the  eye,  she 
said,  “I  am  a  believer.”  Her  smile  was  a 
benediction  of  peace.  Then  she  walked 
away. 

As  I  walked  from  the  once-dismal  sight 
of  that  room,  I  recognized  it  for  something 
different,  something  familiar. 

Where  once  I  saw  dust  and  grime,  I  saw 
a  church.  Where  once  it  appeared  dark 
and  dank,  I  saw  an  altar.  And  in  the  faith 
of  one,  I  saw  the  cross  of  Christ. 


Sometimes  it's  OK  to  ask  a  former  pastor  back 


I  disagree  with  Bishop  Ken¬ 
neth  L.  Carder’s  suggestions  (see 
UMR,  June  24)  that  congrega¬ 
tions  not  extend,  and  pastors  not 
accept,  invitations  to  return  to 
their  former  parishes  to  conduct 
funerals  and  weddings. 

There  are  a  variety  of  circum¬ 
stances  in  which  such  requests 
are  appropriate: 

/  Young  people  being  mar¬ 
ried  may  have  been  away  from 
home  for  job  or  school  and  thus 


have  had  no  opportunity  to  get  to 
know  the  currently  appointed 
pastor; 

•f  Terminal  illness  may  have 
kept  both  the  deceased  and  his  or 
her  family  away  from  church 
during  the  time  the  new  pastor 
was  coming  on-board,  thus  pre¬ 
cluding  the  development  of  a 
meaningful  pastoral  relationship; 

/  A  former  pastor  may  have 
had  a  profound  or  unique  influ¬ 
ence  on  one  or  more  of  the  par¬ 


ties’  spiritual  growth. 

A  wedding  or  funeral  is  not  the 
time  for,  nor  should  it  be  used  as, 
the  vehicle  for  building  a  strong 
pastoral  relationship.  It’s  too  late 
then,  at  least  as  far  as  that  event 
is  concerned. 

An  invitation  to  conduct  a 
wedding  or  funeral  ought  to  be 
considered  by  a  minister  as  an 
honor  and  as  confirmation  of 
having  established  a  pastoral  re¬ 
lationship  with  the  parties  in- 


siv  -  Pontius'  Puddle 


volved,  not  a  one-shot 
opportunity  to  create  a  relation¬ 
ship  where  none  existed  before. 

Although  not  mentioned  by 
the  bishop,  there  also  appears  to 
be  a  protocol  which  demands  the 
permission  by  the  current  pastor 
for  inviting  a  former  pastor  back 
for  one  of  these  events.  The  im¬ 
plication  is  that  the  church  and 
the  pulpit  are  the  property  of  the 
current  minister  rather  than  of 
the  membership,  which  survives 
the  comings  and  goings  of  the 
itinerants. 

Thomas  G.  Sanborn 
Harbor  City,  California 

I  protest 

While  in  his  letter  in  the  July  1 
Reporter,  Luther  TeGroen 
makes  some  interesting  points  re¬ 
garding  sanctions,  I  protest  his 
reference  to  South  Africa, 
“where  communism  now  rules 
amid  a  ruined  economy.” 

The  pre-1994  situation  in 
South  Africa  is  in  no  way  to  be 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


compared  with  the  1939-48  situ¬ 
ation  in  central,  eastern  and 
northeastern  Europe,  from  the 
Baltic  Sea  to  the  Balkans  and  the 
Black  Sea  [where  Russian  com¬ 
munism  took  over].  Any  attempt 
to  do  so  is  not  only  false  and  dis¬ 
honest  but  reprehensible  as  well. 
This  goes  for  the  Left  as  well  as 
the  Right. 

William  R.  Brown 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 
The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  full  name,  signature  and 
address  of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,  "  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275, 
or  fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 


Religion  has  role  in  grim  new  statistics  on  violence  against  women 


By  ANDREW  M.  GREELEY 
Religious  News  Service 

It  is  dangerous  to  be  a  woman  in 
our  society — probably  it  always  has 
been. 

Some  new  statistics  offer  a  sober 
warning — that  it  is  time  to  end  the 
danger  posed  by  violent  husbands 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Bear  with  each  other  and  forgive 
whatever  grievances  you  may  have 
against  one  another.  Forgive  as  the 
Lord  forgave  you.”  (NIV) 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer  James  5:16) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  24 

Sunday:  Psalms  14:1-4 
Monday:  Psalms  14:5-7 
Tuesday:  2  Samuel  11:1-6 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  11:7-15 
Thursday:  Ephesians  3: 1 4-2 1 
Friday:  John  6:1-15 
Saturday:  John  6: 1 6-2 1 


and  boyfriends. 

Almost  one  in  five  American 
women  has  been  punched  or  beaten 
in  her  adult  life.  And  one  in  10  has 
been  beaten  or  punched  four  or 
more  times. 

These  are  the  estimates  drawn 
from  a  new  analysis  compiled  from 
data  collected  in  the  General  Social 
Survey  conducted  by  the  National 
Opinion  Research  Center  at  the 
University  of  Chicago  [where  Dr. 
Greeley  is  on  staff]. 

In  14  surveys  since  1973,  the  cen¬ 
ter  has  asked  12,133  Americans 
whether  they  have  ever  been  beaten 
or  punched  as  an  adult. 

Alarming  number 

An  alarming  number  of  American 
women  say  that  they  have.  Twelve 
percent  of  white  women  report  hav¬ 
ing  been  beaten,  while  1 8  percent  of 
black  women  say  they  have  been  so 
victimized.  Men,  incidentally,  are 
more  likely  to  be  beaten  as  children, 
women  as  adults. 

The  surveys  did  not  ask  who 
punched  or  beat  the  respondent. 
Hence  we  cannot  say  that  the  bat¬ 
tering  was  committed  by  a  husband 
or  even  by  a  man — though  half  of 
the  married  women  who  have  been 


Commentary 


Dr.  Greeley  is  a 
Roman  Catholic 
priest,  best-selling 
novelist  and 
sociologist. 


battered  describe  their  marriages  as 
something  less  than  “very  happy.” 

Moreover,  one  in  three  divorced 
or  separated  women  reports  that 
someone  has  punched  or  beaten 
her.  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  as¬ 
sume  that  much  of  this  abuse  repre¬ 
sents  assaults  by  the  former 
husband. 

According  to  these  surveys,  the 
abuse  rate  is  approximately  1 5  per¬ 
cent  for  those  whose  educational 
level  did  not  reach  that  of  a  college 
graduate;  10  percent  for  those  who 
did  graduate  from  college. 

Religion  is  also  a  factor  21  per¬ 
cent  of  those  reporting  abuse  profess 
no  religious  affiliation;  13  percent 
were  Protestant;  12  percent  Catholic 
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and  eight  percent  Jewish. 

Women  who  live  in  large  cities 
are  almost  twice  as  likely  to  report 
that  they  have  been  punched  or 
beaten  than  those  who  live  in  rural 
areas. 

Eighteen  percent  of  those  under 
the  age  of  30  report  such  beatings  as 
do  five  percent  of  those  over  50. 
These  percentages  were  the  same  at 
the  beginning,  1973,  of  the  two  de¬ 
cades  covered  by  the  General  Social 
Survey  as  at  the  end,  1993. 

Less  likely  to  report 

This  means  that  as  cohorts  of 
women  grow  older,  they  are  less 
likely  to  report  such  abuse  than  they 
were  when  they  were  younger.  If 
one  assumes  that  younger  women  at 
each  point  in  time  are  less  likely  to 
be  embarrassed  by  admitting  that 
they  were  abused  and  are  therefore 
more  accurate  in  their  responses, 
then  the  actual  rate  of  abuse  is  at 
least  18  percent:  17  percent  for 
white  women;  22  percent  for  black 
women;  and  40  percent  for  separat¬ 
ed  or  divorced  women. 

The  consistent  reports  of  younger 
women  at  every  one  of  the  General 


Social  Survey  time  periods  would 
suggest  that  the  “new  epidemic  of 
battered  women,”  of  which  the  me¬ 
dia  have  been  babbling  in  recent 
weeks,  may  well  be  an  epidemic  but 
is  hardly  new. 

A  substantial  proportion  of  wom¬ 
en  victims  have  been  “brutal¬ 
ized” — that  is,  they  report  that  they 
have  been  beaten  four  or  more 
times.  Unfortunately  the  center 
didn’t  ask  this  question  after  1984. 

The  average  during  the  first  ten 
years  of  the  General  Social  Survey 
was  five  percent  who  reported  such 
“brutalization,”  eight  percent  for 
black  women,  17  percent  for  di¬ 
vorced  women.  However,  the  rate 
of  reporting  such  brutalization  in¬ 
creased  from  three  percent  at  the 
beginning  of  the  decade  to  eight 
percent  at  the  end  of  the  decade. 

Almost  all  of  this  was  the  result  of 
increased  reports  of  brutalization 
over  the  10-year  period  by  women 
bom  in  the  1930s  and  40s,  from  6 
percent  to  9  percent  for  the  former 
and  from  7  percent  to  12  percent  by 
the  latter.  Thus  more  than  one  out  of 
10  women  bom  in  the  1940s  who 


were  between  40  and  50  years  old  in 
the  decade  from  1973  to  1983  report¬ 
ed  that  they  had  been  “brutalized” 
during  the  course  of  their  lives. 

The  data  do  not  enable  us  to  de¬ 
cide  whether  this  increase  is  the  re¬ 
sult  of  greater  willingness  to  admit 
that  they  have  been  punched  or 
beaten  more  than  four  times  or  of 
increased  “brutalization”  experi¬ 
ences  as  they  grow  older  or  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  both. 

However,  1 2  percent  seems  to  be 
a  reasonable  estimate  of  how  many 
women  are  likely  to  experience 
“brutalization”  in  their  life  cycle. 

While  it  would  be  helpful  to  know 
who  beat  these  victims  and  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  beating,  my  moderately 
conservative  estimates  are  appalling. 

No  one — spouse,  sibling  or 
friend — has  the  right  to  lay  violent 
hands  on  another  human  being,  es¬ 
pecially  when  that  other  happens  to 
be  one  who  on  the  average  is  not  as 
physically  strong  as  is  the  other  half 
of  the  species. 

It’s  time  for  us  to  find  a  way  to 
stop  this  abuse. 


What  others  are  saying 


“The  greatest  failure  we  face  is 
not  the  failure  to  carry  out  which¬ 
ever  tasks  of 
ministry  we  as¬ 
sume;  it  is  to  fail 
to  make  others 
see  the  world 
from  the  per¬ 
spective  of  the 
God  who  calls  us  to  a  Christ-cen¬ 
tered  existence.  No  doubt  we  will 
often  fail  at  this,  but  we  must  nev¬ 
er  be  so  afraid  that  we  don’t  try.” 
— The  Rev.  James  M.  Wall, 


United  Methodist  clergyman  and 
editor  of  The  Christian  Century 
magazine. 

*  *  * 

“God  calls  us  to  be  positive,  to 
be  winsome  and  enthusiastic  . . . 
looking  at  what  is  not  perfect, 
but  with  eyes  of  faith — looking  at 
what  it  can  be.” 

— United  Methodist  laywoman 
Shirley  Byers  of  Nassau,  N.Y., 
speaking  to  the  Peninsula-Dela- 
ware  Annual  Conference. 


“The  church  is  alive  and  well 
and  I’m  tired  of  hearing  anything 
else.” 

— Longtime  Presbyterian  commu¬ 
nicator  Marj  Carpenter. 

*  *  * 

“If  you’re  a  banker,  change 
banking  practices  that  are  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  poor.  If  you’re  a  law¬ 
yer,  speak  up  on  behalf  of  the 
voiceless.  You  cannot  separate 
your  talents  from  your  calling  as  a 
Christian.  We  need  your  talents 
more  than  your  donations.” 

— Urban  planner  German  Cruz,  a 
member  of  Second  Ponce  de  Leon 
Baptist  Church  in  Atlanta. 
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BOYCOTT  ENDORSED:  The  Method 
ist  Federation  for  Social  Action  has  endorsed 

an  international  boycott  of  Philip  Morris  prod¬ 
ucts.  The  boycott,  led  by  a  group  called  IN¬ 
FACT,  specifically  targets  the  corporation’s 
tobacco  marketing  tactics  to  expand  its  mar¬ 
kets  in  the  United  States  and  abroad,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rev.  George  McClain,  MFSA’s 
executive  director.  Its  holdings  include  Kraft, 
Kraft  Food  Services,  Maxwell  House,  Jell-O, 
Marlboro,  General  Foods,  Oscar  Mayer,  Post, 
Kool-Aid,  Jacobs  Suchard  and  Miller. 


ORDERS  RELINQUISHED:  As  region¬ 
al  church  delegates  debated  homosexuality,  the 
Rev.  Christine  Wagner,  an  Iowa  United  Meth¬ 
odist  clergywoman  relinquished  her  ministerial 
orders,  saying  she  is  “no  longer  willing  to  lie” 
about  being  a  lesbian.  The  debate  among  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  about  homosexuality  rages  on, 
particularly  as  it  affects  clergy.  However,  some 
of  the  68  U.S.  annual  conferences  meeting  this 
summer  showed  signs  that  church  members 
want  to  stop  debating  sex  and  seek  ways  to 
live  together  with  their  ideological  differences. 
Among  them  the  Detroit,  Yellowstone  and 
East  Ohio  annual  (regional)  conferences  af¬ 
firmed  homosexuals’  human  and  civil  rights. 


ALLIANCE  FORMED:  Formation  of 

The  Interfaith  Alliance  was  announced  in 

Washington  July  14  by  a  group  of  religious 
leaders  that  sit  on  the  new  organization’s 
board,  including  the  Rev.  Joan  Brown  Camp¬ 
bell,  general  secretary  of  the  National  Council 
of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  Ms. 
Campbell  said  the  group,  which  includes  Prot¬ 
estants,  Jews  and  Catholics,  intends  to  identify 
alternative  religious  views  to  those  espoused 
by  the  Religious  Right,  who,  she  said  claim 
“uniquely  to  speak  for  people  of  faith  in  this 
country.”  The  United  Methodist  Church  is  a 
member  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 


FLOODS  IN  CHINA:  Church  World 

Service  has  appealed  for  $62,500  to  aid  the 
nearly  half  million  people  affected  by  early  June 
floods  in  China.  The  June  8  typhoon  and  tor¬ 
rential  rains  in  south  China  left  more  than  700 
people  dead,  14,400  injured  and  586,000 
homes  destroyed  or  damaged.  Church  World 
Service  officials  said  they  had  already  shipped 
750,000  water  purification  tablets  at  a  total 
cost  of  $16,491  and  were  seeking  funds  for 
more  tablets,  blankets,  food  and  temporary 
shelters. 

NEGATIVE  RESPONSES:  Nearly 

14,000  responses — most  of  them  negative — 
were  received  by  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  to  the  first  draft  of  its  pro¬ 
posed  social  statement  on  human  sexuality.  A 
fresh  writing  team  hopes  to  have  a  newer, 
more  palatable  second  draft  of  the  statement 
for  a  second  round  of  scrutiny  by  congrega¬ 
tions  and  members  by  the  beginning  of  No¬ 
vember.  The  proposed  statement’s  21 -page 
first  draft,  the  product  of  four  years  of  study 
when  it  was  made  public  last  fall,  drew  a  fires¬ 
torm  of  protest  when  some  news  reports  said 
the  statement  argued  that  homosexual  unions 
were  supported  by  the  Bible. 


AUSTRALIANS  UNITE:  Opening  a  new 

chapter  in  ecumenical  cooperation,  13  major 
churches  have  come  together  to  form  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  in  Australia.  It  is 
the  first  time  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  has 
joined  a  national  council  of  churches  and  the 
first  time  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Australia 
has  agreed  to  work  in  a  council.  The  new 
council,  inaugurated  with  a  festive  service  on 
July  3  at  the  Roman  Catholic  Cathedral  of  St. 
Christopher  in  Canberra,  replaces  the  old  Aus¬ 
tralian  Council  of  Churches,  formed  in  1946 
as  a  national  extension  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches. 


United  Methodists  cope  with  flood 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Since  flooding  began  in  early 
July,  United  Methodists  have 
worked  in  water-drenched  re¬ 
gions  of  Georgia,  Alabama  and 
Florida,  to  provide  pastoral  care 
and  practical  assistance — both 
locally  and  through  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  relief  agency. 

The  magnitude  of  the  disaster 
in  those  three  states,  particularly 
in  Georgia,  which  was  hardest 
hit,  has  been  compared  to  1992’s 
Hurricane  Andrew. 

The  Rev.  Jonathan  Holston, 
North  Georgia  Conference  disas¬ 
ter  relief  coordinator,  said  the 
need  for  financial  gifts  is  critical. 
“Clearly,  it  is  the  most  devastat¬ 
ing  event  to  happen  in  the  state 
of  Georgia  in  some  time.” 

No  insurance 

Thousands  affected  by  Geor¬ 
gia’s  flood  will  receive  little  relief 
from  insurance. 

“Over  and  over  again,  individ¬ 
uals  relate  stories  of  being  told 


they  didn’t  need  flood  insurance 
since  they  did  not  live  in  flood 
plains,”  said  Alice  M.  Smith, 
who  has  been  covering  the  flood¬ 
ing  for  the  Wesleyan  Christian 
Advocate. 

United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  has  assigned  Advance 
Special  No.  901165-2  to  receive 
contributions  for  flood  relief  and 
already  has  granted  $30,000  to  the 
affected  areas  (see  box  at  right). 

As  with  all  Advance  Specials, 
100  percent  of  donations  will  go 
for  the  designated  purpose. 

A  receiving  depot  for  donated 
supplies  has  been  established  in 
Columbus,  Ga. 

At  least  two  flood-related 
deaths  were  those  of  Georgia 
United  Methodists.  Walter  Dav¬ 
enport  Stapleton  III,  17,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Americus  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  was  helping 
string  telephone  lines  on  Lake 
Corinth  July  6  when  his  boat 
overturned,  he  became  tangled  in 
wires  and  drowned. 

Josephine  Anderson,  70,  a  resi- 


"Individuals  [were 
told]  they  didn't  need 
flood  insurance  since 
they  did  not  live  in 
flood  plains." 

— Alice  M.  Smith 


dent  of  the  Koinonia  Christian 
community  in  Americus  and  sis¬ 
ter  of  former  United  Methodist 
missionary  Bill  Anderson  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  also  died  July  6 
when  her  car  was  swept  into  a 
culvert  by  rushing  water. 

100  families  in  one  church 

Many  individuals  lost  homes 
and  businesses  or  employment  as 
well  as  experiencing  severe  emo¬ 
tional  trauma.  The  Rev.  Don 
Kea,  pastor  of  Albany  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  estimated 
100  families  in  his  church  lost 
everything  they  owned. 

Two  families  in  Pleasant  Hill 
United  Methodist  Church  in 


Georgia’s  Lamar  County  were 
among  hundreds  whose  trailer 
homes  were  destroyed.  While  the 
families  were  away,  Daniel  and 
Brook  Barnes’  trailer  was  swept 
off  its  foundation,  floated  down¬ 
stream  and  split  apart  when  it 
slammed  into  a  tree. 

His  parents’  trailer  was 
flooded  beyond  salvaging. 

At  least  three  Georgia  United 
Methodist  pastors — Cindy  Autry, 
associate  pastor  of  Albany  First 
Church;  Charles  Cox,  associate 
pastor  at  Porterfield  Church,  Al¬ 
bany;  and  Paul  Gauntt,  pastor  of 
Sale  City  Church — lost  residences 
they  owned. 

Preliminary  reports  indicate 
that  most  United  Methodist 
buildings  were  spared,  but  the 
United  Methodist  Children's 
Home  in  Americus  was  heavily 
damaged  early  July  6  (see  UMR, 
July  15). 

Alice  M.  Smith,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Georgia  Communi¬ 
cations  Council,  contributed  to 
this  story. 


Mow  you  can  help! 
Georgia,  Alabama 
flood  areas 


To  send  supplies  call: 

UMCOR  Receiving  Depot 
(706 1  324-2646 


To  volunteer  for 
rebuilding  call: 

Larry  Acton 
(800)  918-3100 

To  donate  funds, 
forward  checks  to 
your  conference 
treasurer  marked: 

UMCOR  Advance  No. 
901165-2 
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A  young  girl  waits  at  a  feeding  center  in  Zaire. 


Relief  agency  sends  funds, 
food  for  Rwanda  refugees 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Joining  with  ecumenical  and 
Methodist  partners,  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
has  contributed  roughly  $80,000 
to  assist  Rwandan  refugees. 

UMCOR  also  has  two  con¬ 
tainer  shipments  of  food,  pre¬ 
pared  by  a  Danish  relief  agency, 
for  refugee  camps  in  eastern 
Zaire  or  Tanzania,  according  to 
Lloyd  Rollins,  UMCOR’s  disas¬ 


ter  response  coordinator. 

In  addition,  the  relief  agency 
plans  to  send  United  Methodist 
layman  Larry  Powell  of  Las  Ve¬ 
gas — a  member  of  its  catastroph¬ 
ic  response  team — to  Central 
Africa  this  summer  to  assess  re¬ 
lief  efforts. 

Gifts  to  support  this  effort 
can  be  made  to  UMCOR  s  Ad¬ 
vance  No.  110265-1,  Burundi/ 
Rwanda  Emergency. 


50  pounds  of  seeds  sprout  from 
laywoman's  enterprising  initiative 


By  CATHY  FARMER 

Margaret  Whitnel,  86  years  old 
and  only  days  away  from  knee  re¬ 
placement  surgery,  carefully 
climbed  down  the  steps  leading 
to  her  two-story  white  frame 
home  in  the  old  “silk  stocking 
district”  of  Fulton,  Ky. 

Then  she  walked  to  her  car  and 
drove  to  Advance  Seed  Company. 

Ms.  Whitnel  had  just  read  a 
story  by  Denise  Johnson  Stovall 
in  The  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er  asking  United  Methodists  to 
send  packets  of  seed  to  Liberia 
for  the  relief  of  refugees  (see 
UMR,  June  10). 

In  the  story,  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Arthur  F.  Kulah  (Liberia 
Area)  was  quoted  as  saying  that 
the  church-sponsored  seed  pro¬ 
gram  is  necessary  if  his  people 
are  to  survive. 

50  pounds  of  seeds 

“I  went  to  the  office  at  Ad¬ 
vance  and  left  a  message  for  the 
proper  person  to  call  me,  which 
he  did,”  Ms.  Whitnel  said  later. 
“I  also  left  a  copy  of  the  newspa¬ 
per  article  about  the  great  need 
in  Africa  and  the  long  history  of 
Methodism  there. 

“To  my  delight,”  she  crowed, 
“Stan  Napier  said  his  company 
would  give  us  50  pounds  of  vege¬ 
table  seeds — and  that  he  would 
see  to  it  that  the  seeds  were 
shipped  prepaid  to  the  [Church 
World]  Service  Center  in  Wind¬ 
sor,  Maryland.” 

Ms.  Whitnel’s  request  was 
nothing  new  for  the  seed  compa¬ 
ny.  President  Jack  Simpson  says 
the  company  is  always  happy  to 
help  people  in  desperate  need. 

“Last  year,  we  gave  IVi  million 
packets  of  seeds  to  ‘Feed  the 
Children,’  ”  he  said.  "All  we  ask 
for  from  the  people  ,we  give  the 
seed  to  is  a  picture  of  the  seed  be¬ 
ing  donated.  We  like  to  put  the 


pictures  on  our  bulletin  board  for 
our  workers  to  see. 

“We  want  to  do  what’s  right, 
not  just  make  a  profit,”  Mr. 
Simpson  said. 

Regulations 

Mr.  Simpson  says  the  company 
can  make  seed  available  because 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
regulations  require  them  every 
five  months  to  pick  up  seeds  that 
haven’t  sold.  The  unsold  seed, 
still  perfectly  viable,  cannot  be 
marketed  in  the  U.S.  but  can  be 
shipped  overseas. 

At  her  home  later,  over  a  glass 
of  iced  tea  with  her  pastor  Dr. 
Cecil  Bellew,  Ms.  Whitnel  ex¬ 
plained  that  she  reads  The  Re¬ 
porter  avidly. 

“Some  years  ago,  when  Spur¬ 
geon  Dunnam  (the  late  editor 
and  chief  executive  officer)  wrote 
1 6  articles  from  Africa,  he  wrote 
about  the  hospital  in  Mauai,” 
Ms.  Whitnel  recollected. 

“I  was  much  taken  with  his  de¬ 
scription  of  their  great  need — he 
said  they  even  saved  the  fingers 
of  old  surgical  gloves — so  I  wrote 
him  in  Kenya.  I  told  him  I  want¬ 


ed  the  doctor  of  that  hospital  to 
come  to  my  church.  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Fulton,  the 
next  time  he  came  to  the  United 
States. 

“He  did,”  she  said  with  a 
smile,  “when  he  and  his  wife, 
also  a  doctor,  came  home  to  have 
their  child.  He  spent  the  night 
here,  and  my  church  has  support¬ 
ed  that  hospital  ever  since.  We 
even  bought  them  a  van!” 

Dr.  Bellew  shook  his  head. 

“I  don’t  know  what  we’d  do 
without  Margaret,”  he  said. 
“She’s  our  Chair  of  Outreach, 
she  bakes  our  communion  bread, 
she  sings  in  the  choir,  and  she’s 
been  a  guiding  light  for  Family- 
Connection,  a  new  agency  here 
in  Fulton  that  works  with  the 
needy  in  public  schools.” 

“You’d  do  just  fine!”  Ms. 
Whitnel  said,  waving  his  words 
away.  “Now  how  about  another 
glass  of  iced  tea!” 

Ms.  Farmer  is  editor  of  the 
Memphis  Annual  Conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter,  in  which 
this  story  also  appears. 
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FULTON,  Ky. 
Packets  of 
vegetable  se< 
are  on  their 
way  to  Liberi 
thanks  to  the 
plea  of  Unite 
Methodist 
laywoman 
Margaret 
Whitnel  to 
Advance  Seei 
Company. 
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NCC  head:  Invasion  of  Haiti 
should  be  last  resort  for  U.S. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Military  intervention  in  Haiti 
should  be  used  only  if  and  when  all 
other  efforts  are  exhausted. 

That  word  was  issued  late  last 
week  by  the  Rev.  Joan  Brown 
Campbell,  chief  executive  of  the 
National  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

“There  are  still  things  we  can  do 
[to  pressure  the  present  illicit  mili¬ 
tary  regime  to  step  down  without  an 
invasion],”  she  told  the  Reporter. 

Ms.  Campbell  was  responding  to 
a  recent  news  release  which  mistak¬ 
enly  reported  that  Ms.  Campbell 
“cautiously  endorsed  the  use  of  mil¬ 
itary  intervention.” 

Situation  gets  worse 

Talk  of  military  intervention  es¬ 
calated  late  last  week  after  Haiti  ex¬ 
pelled  U.N.-led  human  rights 
monitors. 

In  addition,  announcements  by 
the  Clinton  administration  that  12 
Latin  American  countries  have  agreed 
to  contribute  peacekeeping  troop  has 


led  to  increased  speculation  in  the 
press  that  an  invasion  is  imminent. 

Ms.  Campbell  was  scheduled  to 
confer  with  representatives  of  NCC 
member  communions  this  week  to 
draw  up  a  statement  on  Haiti. 

In  the  meantime,  Ms.  Campbell 
designated  the  Rev.  Joe  Agne,  an 
NCC  staff  member  and  a  United 
Methodist,  to  participate  in  a  five- 
member  emergency  delegation  to 
Haiti  organized  by  “Voices  for  Hai¬ 
ti,”  a  Washington-based  political 
action  group. 

The  delegation  also  included  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Lowery,  president  of 
the  Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference  and  chair  of  the  Black 
Leadership  Forum.  Dr.  Lowery  is  a 
retired  United  Methodist  clergy¬ 
man  from  Atlanta. 

Met  with  ambassador 

Other  delegation  members  were 
Roman  Catholic  Bishop  Thomas 
Gumbleton  of  Detroit,  a  member  of 
the  National  Council  of  Pax  Christi; 
the  Rev.  Robina  Winbush,  a  Pres¬ 
byterian  minister  and  director  of 


ecumenical  development  for 
Church  Women  United;  and  Paul 
Scire,  director  of  Witness  for  Peace. 

The  delegation  met  with  U.S. 
Ambassador  to  Haiti  William  Lacy 
Swing,  Haitian  church  leaders,  and 
supporters  of  deposed  President 
Jean-Bertrand  Aristide  to  discuss 
non-military  solutions  to  the  cur¬ 
rent  crisis  in  which  murders,  beat¬ 
ings  and  other  atrocities  continue  to 
be  reported. 

Mr.  Agne  and  Dr.  Lowery  spoke 
with  the  Reporter  in  a  telephone  in¬ 
terview  from  Port-au-Prince,  Haiti. 

“In  spite  of  incredible  suffering 
[due  to  U.S.-led  sanctions  and  re¬ 
pression  by  Haitian  military],”  Dr 
Lowery  said,  “the  people  of  Haiti 
remain  proud  and  are  bracing 
themselves  for  what  they  believe  is 
inevitable — an  armed  invasion  by 
U.S.  orU.N.  forces." 

He  said  the  Haitians  with  whom 
they  talked  were  willing  to  suffer  if 
the  United  States  is  serious  about 
getting  rid  of  the  illicit  military  regime. 

"They  just  don't  want  their  suf¬ 
fering  to  be  in  vain."  he  said. 
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INTERPRETER'S  BIBLE:  Slated  for  re¬ 
lease  in  September,  the  first  of  1 2  volumes  of 
the  New  interpreter’s  Bible  will  include  articles 
by  three  United  Methodist  theologians.  They 
include:  “The  Authority  of  the  Bible,”  by  the 
Rev.  Phyllis  Bird,  professor  at  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill;  “Reading  the  Bible 
as  Asian  Americans,”  by  the  Rev.  Chan-Hie 
Kim,  professor  at  The  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont,  Calif.;  “How  the  Bible  Has  Been 
Interpreted  in  Christian  Tradition,"  by  the 
Rev.  Justo  Gonzalez,  adjunct  professor  at  Co¬ 
lumbia  Theological  Seminary,  Decatur,  Ga. 

FIRST  WOMAN  BISHOP:  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Mexico  has  elected  its  first  fe¬ 
male  bishop — the  Rev.  Graciela  Alvarez  of 
Mexico  City.  For  the  next  four  years,  she  will 
serve  the  Mexico  Annual  Conference,  which 
includes  the  capital  city.  Bishop  Alvarez  also  is 
the  first  woman  to  hold  the  title  of  bishop  in 
any  of  the  Methodist-related  Latin  American 
churches,  according  to  Joyce  Hill,  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  execu¬ 
tive.  Uruguay  has  had  two  women  presidents 
and  the  Evangelical  United  Church  of  Ecuador 
has  had  one  female  president. 

RADIATION  TALKS:  A  second  scientif¬ 
ic  dialogue  on  radiation  and  health,  sponsored 
by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  is  set  for  Aug.  1-7  in  Semipalatinsk, 
Kazakhstan.  Kazakhstan,  now  an  independent 
republic,  was  part  of  the  Soviet  Union  where 
secret  nuclear  testing  was  conducted  in  1949- 
89.  Through  its  mission  work  there,  the 
board’s  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Depart¬ 
ment  has  contacted  scientists  and  physicians 
eager  to  share  information  on  how  the  long¬ 
term  radiation  exposure  has  affected  the  health 
of  the  Kazakh  people. 

GOALS  SET:  Leaders  of  South  Asian 
United  Methodist  churches  say  they  will  estab¬ 
lish  at  least  25  new  congregations  and  minis¬ 
tries  of  presence  during  the  next  decade  to 
serve  their  growing  U.S.  population.  To  help 
achieve  its  goal,  the  group  agreed  to  hold  re¬ 
gional  meetings  in  1995  in  New  York,  Detroit, 
Atlanta,  Dallas  and  Los  Angeles.  The  South 
Asian  United  Methodist  churches  primarily 
serve  people  with  cultural  and  ethnic  ties  to 
Bangladesh,  Burma,  India,  Indonesia,  Malay¬ 
sia,  Nepal,  Pakistan,  Singapore,  Sri  Lanka  and 
Thailand. 


Faith  sustains 
'Forrest  Gump' 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Be  prepared.  For  the  next  sev¬ 
eral  months  you’re  apt  to  be 
hearing  sermons  based  on  the 
themes  of  Tom  Hanks'  new  film, 
“Forrest  Gump.” 

That’s  OK.  Perceptive  pastors 
and  all  moviegoing  Christians 
will  find  the  fantasy  about  a 
slow-witted  man  from  Alabama 
one  of  the  richest  sources  of  faith 
in  a  Hollywood  film  in  recent 
memory. 

Packed  movie  houses  over  the 
film’s  opening  weekend  testified 
that  the  public  will  indeed  support 
a  strong  narrative  film  containing 
minimal  implied  sex  and  violence 
that  isn’t  glorified  but  abhorrent. 
Let’s  hope  movie  moguls  take  the 
hint  along  with  the  money. 

Kenneth  Pye 
dies  of  cancer 

A.  Kenneth  Pye,  62,  who  re¬ 
signed  in  June  as  president  of 
Southern 
Methodist 
University  in 
Dallas  be¬ 
cause  of  in¬ 
operable 
cancer,  died 
July  1 1  at  his 
vacation 
home  in 
Lake  City, 

Colo.  A  me¬ 
morial  service  was  held  July 
1 4  on  campus. 

Dr.  Pye  became  SMU’s 
ninth  president  in  1987.  A  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  layman,  he  was 
credited  with  piloting  the  res¬ 
toration  of  SMU’s  athletic 
programs  and  its  integrity  af¬ 
ter  a  pay-for-play  scandal  and 
for  increasing  the  school’s  eth¬ 
nic-minority  enrollment. 


The  Reporter  offers  media  re¬ 
views  to  help  readers  assess  the 
merit  of  various  media  offerings 
from  a  Christian  perspective. 
Views  presented  are  those  of  the 
reviewer  and  not  necessarily 
those  of  the  newspaper. 


One  wishes,  perhaps,  that  the 
language  of  some  of  the  film’s  char¬ 
acters  were  less  salty.  But  even  that 
flaw  functions  as  thorns  on  a  rose, 
protecting  the  film  from  degenerat¬ 
ing  into  mawkish  sentimentality. 

Much  has  been  made  in  the  me¬ 
dia  about  the  technical  wizardry  of 
the  film.  In  fact,  the  computer 
magic  that,  among  other  things,  in¬ 
corporates  Mr.  Hanks  into  archival 
footage  with  Presidents  Kennedy, 
Johnson  and  Nixon  does  impress. 

Redemptive  theme 

However,  the  story’s  redemp¬ 
tive  theme  with  its  clear  and  fre¬ 
quent  parallels  to  Christian  faith 
is  reason  enough  for  Christians, 
especially  families  with  teens  and 
even  precocious  pre-teens,  to  see 
this  film.  Younger  children  prob¬ 
ably  won’t  understand  parts  of  it 
and  might  balk  at  its  142-minute 
running  time. 

Mr.  Hanks,  as  the  title  character, 
endows  Forrest  with  a  profoundly 
simple  and  entirely  believable 
faith.  With  this  performance,  com¬ 
ing  on  the  heels  of  his  Oscar-win¬ 
ning  turn  in  “Philadelphia,”  film 
lovers  can  rightly  claim  him  as  the 
worthy  successor  to  James  Stewart 
in  portraying  ordinary  people  with 
extraordinary  spirit. 

Calling  Forrest  a  Christ  figure 
would  be  appropriate  only  to  the 
extent  that  he  acts  in  ways  that 
mirror  Christ’s  teachings — behav¬ 
ior,  in  other  words,  within  the  ca- 


Lieutenant  Dan  Taylor  (Gary  Sinise,  left)  is  reunited  with  a  jubilant  Forrest  Gump  (Tom  Hanks), 
whose  simple,  clearly  expressed  faith  helps  the  crippled  Dan  recover  his  hope  in  the  film  "For¬ 
rest  Gump.” 


parity  of  any  Christian. 

In  one  scene,  Forrest’s  former 
commanding  officer  in  Vietnam, 
Lieutenant  Dan  (superbly  por¬ 
trayed  by  Gary  Sinise),  complains 
about  insensitive  evangelists  who 
urged  him  to  “get  right  with  Je¬ 
sus”  in  hopes  of  gaining  heaven. 

As  Dan’s  tirade  winds  down, 
Forrest  responds,  “I’m  going  to 
heaven,  Lieutenant  Dan.”  His 
gentle  certainty  of  salvation  stills 
Dan’s  outrage  and  helps  the  crip¬ 
pled,  disillusioned  Dan  make  the 
first  move  toward  his  own  re¬ 
demption. 

In  that  moment,  Jesus’  instruc¬ 
tion  that  one  must  become  like  a 
child  to  enter  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  (Matthew  18:3)  shines 
through  Forrest  like  sunlight 
through  a  chapel  window. 

The  film  is  filled  with  similar 
poignant  episodes: 


■  Young  Forrest,  in  what  he 
describes  as  a  miracle,  runs  so 
hard  and  fast  that  he  bursts  the 
braces  off  his  legs; 

■  Forrest  and  Jenny,  the  child¬ 
hood  friend  who  becomes  the 
love  of  his  life,  pray  in  a  corn¬ 
field  for  God  to  help  her  escape 
her  abusive  father; 

■  Forrest,  lacking  any  rhythm 
whatsoever,  nonetheless  cheer¬ 
fully  sways  his  part  in  the  choir 
of  the  predominantly  black 
church  he  attends. 

Actions  have  consequences 

For  all  his  mental  deficiencies, 
Forrest  clearly  can  tell  right  from 
wrong.  He  runs  away  from  his 
own  abusers,  but  he  tackles  Jen¬ 
ny’s  assailants  with  a  righteous 
fury  that  recalls  Jesus  turning  the 
money-lenders  out  of  the  temple. 


Furthermore,  the  fantasy  makes 
it  clear  that  actions  have  conse¬ 
quences,  a  moral  lesson  that  often 
escapes  Hollywood  offerings. 

The  actions  of  war  cost  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Dan  his  legs  and,  for  a  while, 
his  hope.  War  also  costs  Forrest 
his  best  friend,  Bubba.  The  pro¬ 
miscuity  and  intravenous  drug  use 
of  the  adult  Jenny,  played  by  Rob¬ 
in  Wright,  eventually  hold  conse¬ 
quences  for  both  her  and  Forrest. 


Despite  the  sins  of  Jenny  and 
Dan  and  even  Forrest’s  own 
mother  (a  good  character  portray¬ 
al  by  Sally  Field),  his  love  never 
wavers.  No  matter  how  much  they 
may  hurt  or  fail  him,  Forrest  nev¬ 
er  returns  to  friend  or  family  any¬ 
thing  less  than  the  full  measure  of 
his  own  loving  heart. 

May  such  people  increase,  on 
screen  and  in  our  lives. 


Church  of  the  Nativity 


Walk  In  The  Footsteps  Of  Jesus, 
With  Possibly  One  Exception. 


The  Land  of  the  Bible 
gives  new  meaning  to  your 
faith.  It’s  the  birthplace 
of  Jesus.  It’s  a  land  that 
was  home  to  his  ministry. 
And  it's  where,  as  you  gaze 
upon  the  Sea  of  Galilee, 
you’ll  grow  closer  to  the 
spirit  of  the  man  who  once 
taught  —  and  walked  there. 

I  S  R  A  EL 

THE  HOLY  LAND 

No  One  Belongs  Here  More  Than  you 

For  more  information  call  I  800-456-BIBLE.  Israel  Ministry  of  Tourism.  North  America. 


Visit  the  birthplace. 

In  Bethlehem,  at  the 
Church  of  the  Nativity. 
Follow  in  Jesus*  exact 
footsteps,  and  feel  the 
events  of  two  thousand 
years  as  if  they  had 
lust  occurred. 


UMC  magazine 
to  aid  students 
bound  for  college 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Ideas  for  avoiding 
abusive  relationships,  celebrating  ra¬ 
cial  diversity,  living  healthy  lives, 
and  getting  involved  in  campus  min¬ 
istries  are  included  in  a  magazine  for 
students  and  educators. 

Orientation  '94,  published  by  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  is  in  its 
16th  year  of  offering  practical  tips 
for  graduating  high-school  seniors 
and  first-year  college  students. 

In  addition,  Orientation  '94  in¬ 
cludes  United  Methodist  loan  and 
scholarship  information  as  well  as 
prayers  and  questions  for  individ¬ 
ual  reflection  or  group  discussion. 

Orientation  '94  is  available  for  $3 
per  copy,  plus  $1.50  postage.  Two  or 
more  may  be  purchased  at  lower 
rates  from  the  Campus  Ministry  Sec¬ 
tion,  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  P.O. 
Box  871,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0871; 
telephone  (615)  340-7404. 

Bishop  challenges 
group  to  name 
'Sophia'  worshipers 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WILMORE,  Ky.— United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  William  Lewis  (Dako¬ 
tas  Area)  has  offered  to  pay  $  1 00  to 
the  unofficial  Good  News  evangeli¬ 
cal  caucus  for  the  name  of  each 
United  Methodist  who  “worships  a 
goddess  named  ’Sophia.’  ” 

The  bishop’s  tongue-in-cheek  offer 
is  included  in  a  letter  to  the  editor  in 
the  July-August  issue  of  Good  News, 
a  magazine  published  by  the  cau¬ 
cus,  whose  formal  name  is  the  Fo¬ 
rum  for  Scriptural  Christianity  Inc. 

Bishop  Lewis’  letter  implied  that 
gifts  to  Good  News  may  have  risen  in 
conjunction  with  its  criticism  of  “RE- 
Imagining,”  a  November  ecumenical 
women’s  conference  in  which  the  im¬ 
age  of  “Sophia”  was  invoked. 

Good  News  Editor  Steve  Beard 
told  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice  that  donations  are  “only  slight¬ 
ly  ahead  of  budget  projections.” 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  SI. 35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20  words. 
Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  $10.80  for  the  8  words  to  in¬ 
sert  our  contact  information.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  other- 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Christian 
Education,  August  1994.  Duties  include  supervision 
of  2  part-time  paid  youth  workers.  Contact  Dr.  Rich¬ 
ard  Rustad,  Faith  UMC,  300  Ninth  SL  NW,  N.  Can¬ 
ton,  OH  44720.  Telephone:  (216)  4990530. 

wise  approved  in  advance. 

RESUMES  ARE  BEING  ACCEPTED  for  the  full- 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  Adult 
Ministries  needed  for  1000-member  church.  Person¬ 
ality  with  sparic  and  enthusiasm  required.  Experi¬ 
ence  and  education  preferred,  competitive  salary. 
Resume,  references  to:  Dr.  Ed  Williamson,  P.O.  Box 
527,  Hereford,  TX  79045. 

time  position  of  Pastor  of  Discipleship  Ministries  at 
Wesley  UMC,  Bethlehem,  PA  Growing  650-member 
church  seeks  ordained  person  to  develop  people-cen¬ 
tered  ministries,  with  strong  lay  involvement  Con¬ 
tact  immediately  the  Rev.  J.  William  Lentz,  Jr.,  424 
Center  St.,  Bethlehem,  PA  18018-6066.  Available 
September  1,  1994. 

member  Houston  church  seeks  a  full-time  director 
for  an  ongoing,  dynamic  singles  ministry.  Graduate 
degree  and  experience  preferred.  Successful  candi¬ 
date  will  be  self-starting,  creative,  visionary,  possess 
ability  to  organize  and  relate  well  to  people  of  vari¬ 
ous  ages.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Bob 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  want¬ 
ed  for  active  1 400-member  church.  Training  and  skill 
needed  in  Christian  Education,  administration  and 
working  with  people.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  applica¬ 
tions  and  resumes  to:  Jim  killen,  4000  Moores  Lane, 
Texarkana,  TX  75503. 

Johnson,  Chapelwood  UMC,  11140  Greenbay 
Drive,  Houston,  TX  77024. 

WANTED  CHURCH  SECRETARY  FOR  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Arlington,  Texas.  20  hours  a 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 
for  3200-member  United  Methodist  Church.  Two 
adult  choirs,  youth  choir,  2  children's  choirs,  hand- 

week.  8:30  am  -  2:30  pm.  Computer  skill  needed. 
Call:  (817)  275-2330.  If  you  would  like  to  ease  back 
into  the  work  force  this  is  your  opportunity. 

bells.  Music  degree  required  with  experience  in  cho¬ 
ral  conducting.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate 
with  experience.  Resume,  references  to:  Wiley  Walk¬ 
er,  Music  Search  Committee,  Chapel  Hill  United 
Methodist  Church,  27 1 7  West  Hefner  Road,  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  OK  73120. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 
needed  to  continue  strong  program.  For  growing 
1350-member  multi-staff  church  located  in  county- 
seat,  university  town  between  Austin  and  San  Anto¬ 
nio.  Salary  negotiable  depending  upon  experience 
and  training.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Bill  Henderson, 
Fust  UMC  129  W.  Hutchison,  San  Marcos,  TX 
78666. 

DIAGONAL  CANDIDATE  WITH  MASTERS  in 

Christian  Education  seeks  to  serve  God  through  a 

dynamic  church.  Experienced  in  planning  and  im¬ 
plementing  programs  for  all  ages.  Advanced  com¬ 
puter  skills.  UMR,  Dept.  NAH,  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
TX  75266-0275. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  -  PART-TIME.  Responsibil¬ 
ities  for  youth  12-18  at  Fust  United  Methodist 
Church,  Hubbard,  TX.  Minimum  four  hours  each 
Sunday  evening.  Please  call  Rev.  Carpenter  (817) 
576-2313. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  DEVELOPMENT. 

2200-member  multi-staff  church  in  metropolitan 
area  of  450,000,  seeks  full-time,  non-ordained  Di¬ 
rector  of  Program  Development  to  focus  on  minis¬ 
tries  with  children  and  families  while  enhancing  the 
total  program  of  the  church  including  Sunday 
School.  Must  have  demonstrated  excellence  in  re¬ 
cruiting  and  motivating  volunteers  and  in  planning 
and  advancing  programs  in  a  local  church.  Salary 
and  benefits  commensurate  with  excellence  and  ex- 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 
for  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  Worcbester, 
MA  Adult,  youth,  and  bell  choirs.  4  manual  Skinner 
organ.  Salary  $23,000  to  $27,000  plus  benefits. 
Strong  skills  desired  in  interpersonal  relationships,  or¬ 
gan  paying,  and  conducting.  Teaching  and  job  shar¬ 
ing  negotiable.  Send  resume  by  August  1  to: 
Randolph  Bloom,  83  Birch  wood  Drive,  Holden,  MA 
01520. 

David  Bevel  Jones,  Trinity-on  the  Hill  United 
Methodist  Church,  1 330  Monte  Sano  Ave.,  Augusta, 
GA  30904. 

SEMINAR  DESIGNER  FOR  UNITED  Methodist 
Program  On  National  And  International  Affairs, 
New  York  City.  Primary  responsibilities:  planning, 
designing,  scheduling,  staffing  and  implementing 
the  seminar  and  field  trip  program;  develops  a  net¬ 
work  of  resources  for  seminars;  researches  issues 
from  a  global  perspective;  evaluates  seminar  pro¬ 
gram  and  services;  compiles  reports;  maintains  rec¬ 
ords  and  files;  assists  with  development  and 
operation  of  Resource  Center  on  UN  and  interna¬ 
tional  affairs.  Weekend  and  evening  work  is  fre¬ 
quently  required.  Qualifications:  Master's  degree 
preferred.  Minimum  of  three  years  work  experi¬ 
ence  in  organizing  educational  events.  Requires  or¬ 
ganizational  ability,  excellent  communication  and 
relational  skills.  Apply  in  writing  by  August  1, 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  ASHLAND,  KY.  First  Unit¬ 

ed  Methodist  Church  has  an  opening  for  full-time 
Youth  Director.  We  are  in  1 800-member  church  in 
Eastern  Kentucky.  Applicants  must  possess  a  strong 
commitment  to  their  Christian  faith,  have  an  ener¬ 
getic  personality,  good  organizational  skills,  and  a 
proven  track  record  in  developing  exciting  youth 
programs.  Responsibilities  include  developing  and 
participating  fully  in  weekly  programs,  mission  proj¬ 
ects,  retreats,  etc.  Send  resume  and  references  to: 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  1670,  Ashland,  KY  41 101-1670. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  Central  Il¬ 

linois  Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  Date  of  se¬ 
lection  December  3,  1994.  Appointment  effective 
July  1,  1995.  contact:  Mary  Kathryn  Pearce,  P.O. 
Box  515,  Bloomington,  IL  61702-0515  for  applica¬ 
tion  forms.  Deadline  September  1, 1994. 

1994.  Job  begins  September  1,  1994.  Send  cover 
letter  and  resume  with  the  salary  requirements  to 
the  following  contact  address:  Human  Resources 
Department,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1476,  New  York,  NY 
101 15.  Fax:  (212)  870-3834. 

DIRECTOR  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  Saint  Stephen 

United  Methodist  Church,  Amarillo,  Texas.  1600- 
member  suburban  church.  376  people  in  program. 
Includes  9  choral,  6  handbell  choirs.  Send  resume: 
Music  Search  Committee,  4600  South  Western, 
Amarillo,  TX  79109  or  call  Sharon  Tunnell  (806) 
355-7271. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  Lei¬ 

sure  Ministries  for  2500-member  suburban  church 
to  continue  growing  ministry.  College  degree  mini¬ 
mum  with  experience.  Salary  negotiable.  Position 
available  immediately.  Contact:  Dr.  William  Jen¬ 
nings,  Christ  Church  UM,  4614  Brownsboro  Rd., 
Louisville,  KY  40207. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  Chil¬ 

dren’s  Ministries  for  1100-member  church.  Degree 
and  experience  preferred.  Mail  resume  and  references 
to:  Rev.  Chuck  Engdhardt,  Aldersgale  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  9530  Starkey  Rd.,  Seminole,  FL  34647. 

FINANCIAL  CONSULTATION,  FUND  raising, 
construction,  mortgages,  real  estates,  capital  pur¬ 
chases.  Contact:  Church  Systems  of  America  (6 15) 
377-8752  (call  collect). 

CHURCH  OWNED  CONDO  TIME  SHARE  for 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/PROGRAM  Ministries 
near  Washington,  DC.  Resume:  Nancy  Dyke,  Trin¬ 
ity  UMC,  1205  Dollcy  Madison  Blvd.,  McLean,  VA 

sale.  Situated  along  Lake  Palestine,  Texas.  Usage 
one  week  each  year.  For  details,  call:  Mr.  Sidney 
Johnston  (806)  763-4607. 

22101. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  AN  ORGANIST 

(part-time  positions)  sought  for  750-member  church 
in  Southwest  Houston.  Desire  variety  of  musical 
styles  to  help  develop  vital  comprehensive  music  pro¬ 
gram.  Direct  inquines/applications  to:  Search  Com- 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Complete¬ 
ly  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625  four 
weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clay¬ 
ton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-6067, 627-9507. 

mittee,  5501  Beechnut,  Houston,  TX  77096. 

"WONDERFUL  PRESENTATION  FOR  honest 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?"  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  accepting  ap¬ 
plications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call 
(210)696-7021  for  information. 

seekers.. .solid,  mainline  perspective."  “Is  It  True? 
Examining  the  Core  of  Christian  Faith,"  by  John 
Cunyus.  Includes  discussion  questions  for  classes, 
groups.  $9.99.  1-800-366-3383. 
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'Green  priest'  has  global  goals 

environmental  work 


PHOTO  BV  VERNON  SICL 

"We  cannot  love  God  and  at  the 
same  time  destroy  God's  cre¬ 
ation,"  says  Episcopal  priest  Jeff 
Golliher.  He  and  others  like  him 
see  their  pro-ecology  efforts 
such  as  keeping  our  oceans 
clean  as  a  natural  outgrowth  of 
their  theology  (see  accompany¬ 
ing  story). 


for  church 

By  DON  LATTIN 
Religious  News  Service 

SAN  FRANCISCO— When  the 
Rev.  Jeff  Golliher  exhorts  parishio¬ 
ners  to  “love  thy  neighbor,”  he  is 
not  just  asking  them  to  smile  sweet¬ 
ly  at  the  folks  across  the  fence. 

Mr.  Golliher,  an  Episcopal  “green 
priest”  from  the  Cathedral  of  St. 
John  the  Divine  in  New  York,  has 
something  a  bit  more  global  in 
mind — lobbying  Congress  to  halt 
the  export  of  hazardous  waste  to 
Mexico. 

“Part  of  what  it  means  to  be  a 
Christian  is  to  restore  the  Earth  and 
to  stand  with  people  who  have  little 
money,”  Mr.  Golliher  said  recently, 
preaching  from  the  pulpit  of  San 
Francisco’s  Grace  Cathedral.  “We 
cannot  love  God  and  at  the  same 
time  destroy  God’s  creation.” 

This  circuit  rider  for  Planet 
Earth,  one  of  the  few  priests  with  a 
full-time  environmental  ministry, 
took  the  gospel  of  green  from  the 
Gothic  cathedral  atop  Nob  Hill  to 
the  radiant  hot  springs  along  the  Big 
Sur  coast. 

At  Esalen  Institute,  the  coastal  re¬ 
treat  center  south  of  Monterey,  Mr. 
Golliher  joined  a  conference  of  psy¬ 
chologists,  philosophers  and  ecolo¬ 
gists  exploring  new  ways  to  unite 
nature,  psyche  and  soul. 

Raising  awareness 

Conference  organizer  Theodore 
Rosak,  director  of  the  recently  orga¬ 
nized  Ecopsychology  Institute  at 
California  State  University  at  Hay¬ 
ward,  told  the  Esalen  conference 
that  his  goal  was  nothing  less  than 


" Ecology  is  a  way  to 
understand  life  in  our 
time." 

— James  Parks  Morton 


“harmony  between  our  inner  and 
outer  being.” 

While  Mr.  Rosak  works  to  raise 
the  ecological  consciousness  of 
mental  health  professionals,  Mr. 
Golliher  is  doing  the  same  at  Epis¬ 
copal  parishes  across  the  nation. 

During  the  past  decade,  most  ma¬ 
jor  U.S.  religious  denominations 
have  adopted  resolutions  or  begun 
programs  to  inspire  greater  ecologi¬ 
cal  awareness  in  American 
churches,  synagogues  and  mosques. 

Under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev. 
James  Parks  Morton,  St.  John  the 
Divine  has  been  leading  the  crusade 
to  put  ecology  back  in  theology. 

“Ecology  is  a  way  to  understand 
life  in  our  time,”  Mr.  Morton 
wrote.  “It  is  a  way  to  understand 
the  workings  of  the  reality  which  for 
me — as  a  Christian — is  Christ,  that 
for  you  is  Allah  or  Yahweh  or  Bud¬ 
dha  or  the  Great  Spirit  or  the  Tao.” 

Mr.  Golliher,  a  40-year-old  native 
of  North  Carolina,  has  been  inter¬ 
ested  in  these  issues  since  he  was  a 
child.  But  until  his  ordination  three 
years  ago  as  an  Episcopal  priest,  he 
approached  them  as  a  cultural  an¬ 
thropologist. 

At  the  United  Nations,  he  serves 
the  worldwide  Anglican  Commu¬ 
nion  as  associate  for  the  environ¬ 
ment,  a  staff  position  under  the 
U.N.  Anglican  Observer. 


Most  of  the  time,  however,  Mr. 
Golliher  works  with  Episcopal 
groups  around  the  nation,  urging 
Christians  to  consider  the  environ¬ 
mental  ramifications  of  both  their 
personal  actions  and  the  social  val¬ 
ues  of  American  society. 

“In  our  culture,  consumerism 
and  materialism  are  the  real  reli¬ 
gions,”  he  said.  “Recycling  newspa¬ 
per  is  good,  but  that’s  not  getting  to 
the  heart  of  this.” 

Mr.  Golliher  said  there  is  nothing 
new  about  priests  addressing  the 
root  causes  of  the  world’s  ecological 
problems — things  such  as  exploita¬ 
tion,  domination,  pride  and  self- 
centeredness. 

“That’s  what  Christianity  was 
about  right  from  the  beginning,”  he 
said. 

Another  tradition 

Secular  environmentalists  have 
often  criticized  the  Judeo-Christian 
tradition  for  advancing  the  idea 
that  nature  is  there  for  man  to  con¬ 
quer  and  dominate,  a  bias  they  say 
goes  all  the  way  back  to  the  first 
chapter  of  the  book  of  Genesis. 

Part  of  Mr.  Golliher’s  ministry  is 
to  point  to  another  Christian  tradi¬ 
tion  of  becoming  one  with  nature. 

He  and  other  Christian  ecologists 
follow  this  concern  back  to  the  “de¬ 
sert  fathers,"  third-century  Chris¬ 
tian  hermits  who  lived  in  the 
wilderness,  and  to  such  historic  fig¬ 
ures  as  St.  Francis  of  Assisi,  the 
13th-century  Italian  monk  famous 
for  his  love  of  nature  and  animals. 

Mr.  Lattin  writes  about  religion 
lor  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle. 


Nuns 

protect 

Rwandan 

orphans 

GOMA,  Zaire —  Sister 
Marie-leanne  stands 
during  a  recent  class  with 
orphan  Rwandan  toddlers 
and  youths  at  this  school 
turned  into  a  nursery. 

More  than  300  war 
orphans  were  brought 
here  last  May  by  nuns 
escaping  ethnic  violence 
around  Kigali,  the 
country's  capital  city. 
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Author  says  Christians  can  be  fans  of  fiction 


Review _ 

In  the  words  of  Robert  McAfee  Brown,  “there  are 
still  Protestants  who  experience  a  lingering  sense  of 
unease  when  they  turn  to  fiction,  instead  of  'serious 
reading.'  ” 


"Persuade  Us  to  Rejoice:  The  Lib¬ 
erating  Power  of  Fiction."  By  Rob¬ 
ert  McAfee  Brown.  (Westminster/ 
john  Knox  Press,  Louisville,  1992). 
Paperback,  $11.99.  160  pp. 

By  KENNETH  WRAY  CONNERS 

Although  we  are  familiar  with 
biblical  stories  and  parables  which 
shed  light  on  contemporary  prob¬ 
lems  of  living,  seldom  do  we  expect 
to  find  in  current  fiction  helpful  in¬ 
sights  into  the  underlying  causes  of 
our  uncertainties,  doubts  and  fears. 

In  the  words  of  Robert  McAfee 
Brown,  “there  are  still  Protestants 
who  experience  a  lingering  sense  of 
unease  when  they  turn  to  fiction,  in¬ 
stead  of ‘serious  reading.’  ” 

To  help  fill  this  gap  Dr.  Brown, 
professor  emeritus  of  theology  and 
ethics  at  Pacific  School  of  Religion, 
has  given  us  a  perceptive  and  emi¬ 
nently  readable  analysis  of  signifi¬ 
cant  fictional  writing  by  such 
well-known  literary  figures  as  W.  H. 
Auden,  Samuel  Beckett,  Frederick 
Buechner,  Albert  Camus,  C.  S.  Lew¬ 
is,  Alan  Paton,  Alice  Walker  and 
Elis  Wiesel. 

Selecting  an  outstanding  story  by 
these  and  other  writers,  Dr.  Brown 
briefly  outlines  the  plot  and  charac¬ 
terization,  then  shows  how  the  au¬ 
thors  take  us  into  their  worlds.  In  so 
doing,  they  can  “catch  us  off  guard, 


tell  us  things  about  ourselves  we 
would  prefer  not  to  know,  and  liber¬ 
ate  us  to  move  in  directions  we 
would  never  have  imagined.” 

So-called  “Christian  writers,”  Dr. 
Brown  warns,  too  often  set  out  to 
“preach”  by  manipulating  fictional 
characters  (and  the  reader!)  like 
puppets,  in  order  to  make  their 
points. 

On  the  other  hand,  “God’s  con¬ 
cerns  are  not  limited  solely  to 
‘Christian  thinkers,’  or  people  with¬ 
in  the  church  .  .  .  non-Christians 
can  be  vehicles  of  God’s  truth  also." 

In  that  way  they  can  be  like  the 
biblical  Assyrians  who  called  the  Is¬ 
raelites  back  into  allegiance  with 
God.  These  modem  writers  contrib¬ 
ute  to  Christian  awareness  by  “por¬ 
traying,  in  all  its  starkness,  a  world 
without  grace. . .  helping  us  to  re¬ 
cast  our  complacent  forms  of  faith, 
and  learning  how  best  to  address 
our  message  to  others.” 

The  title  of  the  book  comes  from 
the  poet,  W.  H.  Auden,  who  be¬ 


lieves  the  task  of  the  artist  is  to 
“persuade  us  to  rejoice”  and  “teach 
us  how  to  praise.” 

Dr.  Brown  is  convinced  that  writ¬ 
ers  of  fiction,  no  less  than  ministers 
and  theologians,  can  liberate  us 
from  our  daily  preoccupations  by 
giving  us  new  and  broader  perspec¬ 
tives  from  which  to  distinguish  be¬ 
tween  good  and  evil,  between 
competing  values  and  choices. 

It  is  interesting  that  in  many  sem¬ 
inaries  the  teachers  of  homiletics 
are  urging  their  students  to  increase 
the  effectiveness  of  their  preaching 
through  greater  use  of  stories  to  il¬ 
lustrate  their  points. 

Those  who  have  shunned  fiction 
could  find  that  this  book  stimulates 
an  interest  in  exploring  the  mes¬ 
sages  of  outstanding  writers.  Others 
who  already  are  fiction  aficionados 
can  find  new  insights  in  Dr. 
Brown's  book. 

Mr.  Conners  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Meadowbrook,  Pa. 
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Robert  McAfee  Brown,  profes¬ 
sor  emeritus  of  theology  and 
ethics  at  Pacific  School  of  Reli¬ 
gion,  writes  that  non-Chris¬ 
tians —  and  fiction  written  by 
non-Christians — can  be  vehicles 
of  God's  truth  (see  accompany¬ 
ing  article). 


What's  the  Good  Word? 


By  Robert  E.  Parker 


Spirit 


A  word  that  has  passed  down  to  us  unchanged  from  the  Middle 
English  manuscripts  of  the  12th  to  15th  centuries.  However,  the  origin 
of  the  word  is  the  Latin  spiritus,  literally,  breath.  As  breath  gives  us 
life,  we  could  say  that  the  spirit  is  the  breath  of  life. 

Spirit  is  a  general  word  for  any  type  of  nonmaterial  existent  being, 
such  as  a  ghost,  apparition,  etc.  As  Christians,  however,  we  think  of 
the  spirit  in  two  specific  ways. 

Of  the  greatest  importance  to  us  is  the  Holy  Spirit  the  third  person  of 
the  Trinity,  the  active  presence  of  God  in  our  lives.  Second,  we  think 
of  that  essence  which  animates  us.  We  call  that  spirit  our  soul. 


Some  people  don't 
know  what  they  believe 


By  KAREN  R.  LONG 

Religious  News  Service 

Who  preached  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount? 

(Hint:  It  begins  “Blessed  are  the 
poor  in  spirit . . .”) 

Stumped?  You’ve  got  company. 
Although  eight  in  10  Americans 
identify  themselves  as  Christians, 
half  don’t  know  that  Jesus  preached 
the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 

“If  people  can’t  handle  that  ques¬ 
tion,  then  they  are  not  going  to  do 
very  well  with  questions  of  atone¬ 
ment,  grace  and  redemption,”  ob¬ 
served  pollster  George  Gallup,  a 
Bible-studying  Episcopalian.  “Ameri¬ 
cans  say  they  believe  in  the  Ten 
Commandments,  but  they  can’t 
name  them.  And  some  Christians 
who  are  in  church  on  Easter  don’t 
know  what  they  are  commemorating. 

Mr.  Gallup,  whose  company  has 
tracked  religion  trends  for  50  years, 
reports  that  basic  Bible  knowledge 
is  at  a  record  low.  Scholars,  minis¬ 
ters  and  rabbis  say  a  steady,  half- 
century  erosion  of  religious 
teaching  is  at  fault. 

“The  startling  fact  is  Americans 
do  not  know  what  they  believe  or 
why,”  Mr.  Gallup  asserts.  “We  are 
drifting  in  this  country.  Biblical  il¬ 
literacy  presents  not  only  a  spiritual 
or  religious  problem  in  this  nation, 
but  a  cultural  one  as  well.” 

Teachers  and  professors  say  the 
classics  in  poetry,  literature  and 
music  are  much  less  accessible  to 
students  who  have  no  grasp  of  Bible 
facts,  much  less  nuances. 

“Now  we  simply  can’t  take  any¬ 
thing  for  granted,”  said  Edlen  Jay 
Epp,  Harkness  Professor  of  Biblical 
Literature  at  Case  Western  Reserve 
University. 

“The  weakness  of  knowledge 
among  undergraduates  has  in¬ 
creased,  especially  in  the  last  10 
years.  We  have  many  students  now 
who  are  unaware  that  ‘You  shall 
know  the  truth  and  the  truth  shall 
make  you  free.’  comes  from  the 
Gospel  of  John.” 

Graham  bemoans  lack 

The  oddity  is  that  the  perennial 
best-seller,  tucked  into  the  end-ta¬ 
ble  drawer  in  every  motel  room  in 
every  town,  is  so  rarely  read.  The 
Rev.  Billy  Graham  bemoans  the 
lack  of  Bibles  brought  to  his  cru¬ 
sades,  where  they  once  were  stand¬ 
ard  fixtures. 

The  Bible-quoting,  rural  world  in 
which  Dr.  Graham  grew  up  is  al¬ 
most  gone.  “1  think  people  are  dis¬ 
tracted  today  by  all  the  sports  and 
all  the  entertainment  that  saturates 


"Biblical  illiteracy 
presents  not  only  a 
spiritual  or  religious 
problem  in  this  nation,  but 
a  cultural  one  as  well." 

— George  Gallup 

the  atmosphere  and  people  don’t 
have  time  anymore,”  Dr.  Graham 
said  in  a  recent  interview. 

Other  American  habits  have 
shifted,  too. 

“The  decline  is  partly  a  result  of 
the  electronic  age,”  said  Hugh  W. 
Burtner,  professor  of  religion  at  Bal- 
dwin-Wallace  College.  “People  are 
accustomed  to  getting  their  informa¬ 
tion  in  other  ways.  Biblical  literacy  is 
a  tricky  thing  to  talk  about.  People 
know  Bible  stories,  but  it’s  very  hard 
for  most  people  to  sit  down  and  find 
something  in  (the  Bible).” 

First  Amendment  rights 

Public  discourse  about  the  Bible 
has  become  strangely  staunched,  ar¬ 
gues  Yale  law  professor  Stephen 
Carter  in  his  book,  “The  Culture  of 
Disbelief:  How  American  Law  and 
Politics  Trivialize  Religious  Devo¬ 
tion.''  He  argues  that  a  First 
Amendment  intended  to  prevent 
government  interference  in  religion 
has  been  twisted  into  an  effort  to 
exclude  religion  from  any  role  in 
public  affairs,  including  public 
classrooms. 

And  flunking  basic  Bible  facts  is 
more  serious  than  simply  being  un¬ 
able  to  parlay  the  category  on 
“Jeopardy,”  scholars  said. 

“Biblical  literacy  is  not  merely  a 
matter  of  taste  or  a  decline  in  cul¬ 
tural  knowledge,”  said  Winton  H. 
Manning,  formerly  the  senior  schol¬ 
ar  at  the  Educational  Testing  Ser¬ 
vice  in  Princeton,  N.J. 

“Rather,  the  Bible  has  been  the 
primary  text  by  which  the  Western 
world  has  lived  together  and  com¬ 
prehended  God,  nature  and  man¬ 
kind. 

“Now  it  has  been  largely  lost  be¬ 
cause  young  people  for  50  years  or 
so,  but  especially  in  the  ‘buster  gen¬ 
eration’  (those  age  1 7-29),  were  not 
reared  in  the  textual  environment 
of  the  Bible.  Young  people  today 
are  not  merely  different,  they  are 
intellectually  handicapped,  and 
they  do  not  know  it.” 

The  paradox,  Mr.  Gallup  reports, 
is  that  on  the  broad  canvas  of  Bible 
ignorance  are  streaks  of  revitalizing 
interest.  Forty  percent  of  all  Ameri¬ 
cans  meet  regularly  in  small  groups, 
according  to  his  research,  and  half 
of  these  are  studying  the  Bible. 


Hymn  depicts  stalwart 
faith:  'We  are  thine!' 


Savior,  like  a  shepherd  lead  us. 

Much  we  need  thy  tender  care: 

In  thy  pleasant  pastures  feed  us. 

For  our  use  thy  folds  prepare: 

Blessed  Jesus. 

Thou  has  bought  us.  thine  we  are. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Names  of  people  who  wrote 
many  hymns  we  sing  are  known  to 
us,  but  the  writers  of  a  number  of 
well-known  hymns  are  not  known. 

Some  of  these  hymns  are  “Come, 
Thou  Almighty  King,”  “Fairest 
Lord  Jesus,”  “Away  in  a  Manger,” 
“How  Firm  a  Foundation,”  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  My  Happy  Home,”  and  “Sav¬ 
ior,  Like  a  Shepherd  Lead  Us.” 

Perhaps  it  was  the  intent  of  these 
writers  to  remain  anonymous,  or 
perhaps  carelessness  in  editing  and 
publishing  may  have  resulted  in 
their  names  being  lost. 

“Savior,  Like  a  Shepherd  Lead 
Us”  appeared  in  a  collection  of 
songs  and  poems  compiled  by 
Dorothy  A.  Thrupp  in  England  in 
1836.  Some  have  thought  that  the 
compiler  wrote  the  hymn,  but  there 
is  no  evidence  to  support  this. 

The  hymn  is  based  on  Psalm  23 
and  Jesus’  parable  of  the  Good 


History 
of  Hymns 

Shepherd.  The  major  theological 
emphasis  is  found  in  the  final  line 
of  the  first  stanza,  “Thou  hast 
bought  us,  thine  we  are.” 

William  B.  Bradbury,  noted 
American  composer,  composed  the 
tune  that  we  commonly  sing  with 
these  words  and  included  it  in  a  col¬ 
lection  of  Sunday  school  songs  he 
published  in  New  York  City  in 
1859. 

A  teacher,  composer,  conductor, 
music  publisher  and  piano  manufac¬ 
turer,  Bradbury  achieved  great  suc¬ 
cess  in  all  these  areas.  Over  a  period 
of  25  years,  he  published  59  collec¬ 
tions  of  songs,  sacred  and  secular. 

Music  he  composed  is  sung  today 
throughout  our  land.  Best  known  of 
his  tunes  are  those  used  for  “Jesus 
Loves  Me,”  “He  Leadeth  Me,”  “My 
Hope  Is  Built  on  Nothing  Less,” 
“Sweet  Hour  of  Prayer,”  and  “Just 
As  I  Am,  Without  One  Plea.” 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Ask  Ye  What  Great  Thing  I  Know " 


ji,  x 
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Summer  1994 


A  Quarterly  Publication  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation 


From  the 
Director 


There  is  a  great  deal  of  variety 
working  with  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Foundation.  Every  day  is  dif¬ 
ferent  and  filled  with  new 
surprises  and  opportunities.  Our 
mission  extends  in  many  different 
directions,  from  investing  church  funds  to  helping  churches  obtain 
loans  (either  through  the  Foundation  or  a  local  bank).  We  might  be 
assisting  with  a  budget,  a  capital  funds  drive  or  meeting  with  and  sup¬ 
plying  educational  materials  to  those  entrusted  with  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  teaching  the  stewardship  of  accumulated  resources. 


United  Methodists  love  to  give.  Planned  giving  is  a  wonderful  way 
for  people  to  give  —  if  they  know  how  and  if  they  are  asked. 


I  recently  spoke  with  a  man  who  is  setting  up  a  $50,000  gift  annu¬ 
ity.  Fie  will  draw  a  generous  return  on  this  money  until  his  death  and 
then  his  church  will  benefit  from  the  gift.  All  parties  are  pleased  with 
an  arrangement  such  as  this. 


The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  is  at  your  service. 
Call  on  us.  We  will  be  happy  to  tailor  a  gift  for  you. 


Grace  and  peace. 


/6~vocou  /L/jul vC/ 


Ken 


Foundation  makes  grants  to  aid  elderly, 
prison  ministry  and  other  projects 


Undesignated  funds  of  the  Foun¬ 
dation  have  been  used  to  make 
1994  grants  to  a  variety  of  worthy 
projects. 

These  funds  come  from  the  in¬ 
come  of  endowment  gifts  made  to 
the  Foundation  by  Elizabeth  Archi¬ 
bald,  Elizabeth  Breiter,  James  and 
Myrtice  Phares,  Tyne  Regan,  Jesse 
B.  Stafford,  Ola  Spencer  Wren  as 
well  as  funds  from  the  Permanent 
Endowment  Fund.  Memorials 
made  to  this  account  during  the 
past  year  are  announced  by  the 
Foundation. 

Allen  Interfaith  Coalition  of  Car¬ 
ing  Inc.,  an  interfaith,  interracial, 
non-profit  coalition,  will  use  a  grant 
from  the  Foundation  to  recruit, 
train  and  supports  caregivers  who 
seek  out,  visit,  and  provide  assis¬ 
tance  to  the  homebound  elderly  and 
other  confined  persons  in  Allen 
Parish. 


dents  at  colleges  and  universities 
around  the  state. 

Dulac  Cooperative  Ministry  will 
use  its  funds  to  furnish  a  library 
which  will  serve  the  needs  of  the 
people  in  the  Dulac  area  including 
Native  Americans  of  the  Houmas 
Tribe. 

Funds  designated  for  the  evange¬ 
lism  committee  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Discipleship  will  provide 
scholarship  assistance  for  local 
church  laity  and  clergy  to  register 
for  the  Conference-sponsored  Of¬ 
fering  Christ  Today  —  A  Workshop 
on  Excellence  in  Evangelizing  to  be 
held  Oct.  19-22  in  Pineville. 


Campus  ministry 

Funds  granted  to  the  Conference 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Campus  Ministry  will  help  repair 
and  maintain  the  eleven  buildings 
owned  and  operated  by  the  Confer¬ 
ence  for  campus  ministry  to  stu- 


Eglin  elected  Foundation  president 


Trustees  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  at  their  spring  meeting 
elected  a  new  president,  Bridget  Eg¬ 
lin  of  Baton  Rouge.  He  is  president 
of  Hancock  Bank  of  Louisiana  and 
also  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  the 
bank. 

Eglin  has  served  as  Louisiana’s 
Commissioner  of  Financial  Institu¬ 
tions  and  was  first  assistant  to  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

A  member  of  University  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge, 
he  is  married  to  the  former  Merrill 
Faye  Hines  and  they  have  three 
children. 


will  be  to  raise  funds  for  operation 
of  the  Foundation  and  to  share  the 
growth  and  news  of  the  Foundation 
with  all  United  Methodists  in  the 
state. 


Wren's  service 

Bishop  William  Oden  presented  a 
plaque  to  Marcus  D.  Wren  Jr.  of 
Minden.  The  bishop  thanked  Wren 
for  three  years  of  dedicated  and 
outstanding  service  as  president  of 
the  Foundation. 

Three  new  trustees  elected  to  the 
board  at  the  April  7  meeting  are 
Lena  French  of  Alexandria,  Rich¬ 
ard  See  of  Lake  Charles  and  Rev. 
Larry  Stafford  of  Bossier  City. 

The  board  also  elected  former  di¬ 
rector,  Dr.  James  J.  Caraway  an  ex- 
officio  trustee  and  Dr.  Clyde  S. 
Clark,  the  first  executive  director  of 
the  Foundation,  as  an  honorary 
trustee. 


Bishop's  Club 

The  trustees  voted  to  establish  a 
Bishop's  Club.  The  club’s  purpose 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Campbell 
endow  fund  for  scholarships 


Don't  overlook 


Paragraph  2533 


Don’t  miss  Paragraph  2533. 
Sometime  when  you  are  relax¬ 
ing  in  front  of  the  fan  reading 
your  1988  Book  of  Discipline  be 
sure  to  notice  Paragraph  2533. 
It  says:  “A  charge  conference 
may  establish  a  local  church 
Permanent  Endowment  Fund 
Committee.” 

For  the  future  of  a  local 
church  this  could  be  the  most 
important  committee  we  can 
organize. 

Someone  once  asked  Willie 
Sutton,  the  bank  robber,  why  he 
robbed  banks.  He  replied,  “Be¬ 
cause  that’s  where  the  money 
is!”  Accumulated  resources  is 
where  the  largest  potential  of 
funds  are  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

We  at  the  Foundation,  will  be 
happy  to  help  you  organize  and 
equip  your  Endowment  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Paragraph  2533  is  good  read¬ 
ing. 


Rev.  Fred  and  Ruth  Campbell 
have  set  up  a  $50,000  gift  annuity 
with  the  Foundation  from  which 
they  will  draw  income  as  long  as 
they  live. 

At  their  deaths,  the  money  will  be 
used  to  fund  two  scholarships:  the 
Rev.  George  Arthur  LaGrange  and 
Ruth  Clark  LaGrange  Scholarship 
for  Louisiana  Tech  University  and 
the  Rev.  Fred  W.  Campbell  Sr.  and 
Ruth  Clark  Campbell  Scholarship 
for  Centenary  College. 

Both  scholarships  will  go  to  ju¬ 
nior  or  senior  ministerial  students 
at  each  college. 

Because  of  the  Campbells’  gener¬ 
osity,  needed  income  will  be  avail¬ 
able  for  young  people  preparing  for 
the  ministry. 


ments  Campaign. 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital  has  received  a  Foundation 
grant  for  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund 
used  to  assist  with  medical  care  for 


Bishop’s  Club  dinners  will  be 
held  annually  in  several  parts  of  the 
state.  Additional  information  about 
the  club  and  the  dinners  will  be 
forthcoming. 


Ecumenical  work 

A  grant  was  made  to  the  ecumeni¬ 
cal  Louisiana  Interchurch  Confer¬ 
ence  for  use  in  rebuilding  the 
organization.  The  new  mission 
statement  drafted  by  the  LIC  at 
their  fall  meeting  is,  “Recognizing 
that  Jesus  calls  all  people  to  be  one, 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
. . .  strives  to  proclaim  . . .  the  hope 
that  by  our  common  witness  we  will 
grow  toward  greater  unity  in  Jesus 
Christ.” 

Louisiana  Kairos  Inc.,  a  non-de- 
nominational  organization  partially 
staffed  by  volunteer  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers  and  lay  persons,  is 
using  a  Foundation  grant  to  create 
and  support  prison  ministry  at  Lou¬ 
isiana  State  Penitentiary  at  Angola 
and  other  correctional  institutions 
in  Louisiana. 

Louisiana  Conference  Russian 
Initiative  has  been  granted  funds  to 
sponsor  a  Russian  student  selected 
by  the  Russian  Initiative  Advisory 
Committee.  The  student  will  attend 
Centenary  College. 


Bishop  William  Oden,  CENTER,  is  pictured  with  the  newly  elected 
president  of  the  Foundation,  Bridger  Eglin,  RIGHT,  and  Marcus 
Wren,  who  recently  completed  three  years  of  service  as  president. 


Fred  and  Ruth  Campbell 


Foundation 
makes  loan 
to  Blanchard 


Building  fund  drive 


success  in  Leesville 


Dr.  Ken  Reed  recently  finished 
working  with  members  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lees¬ 
ville  on  a  very  successful  capital 
funds  drive. 

More  than  $400,000  was  pledged 
toward  a  proposed  new  Family  Life 
Center  to  serve  this  growing  church 
in  the  heart  of  Leesville. 

Groundbreaking  for  the  new  fa¬ 
cility  was  held  June  5.  Rev.  J.  Ryan 
Horton  Jr.  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


low-income  patients. 

Along  with  all  of  these  grants,  the 
Foundation  also  is  continuing  to 
pay  its  million  dollar  pledge  to  the 
Conference  Center. 


For  classrooms 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute  in  El 
Paso  will  purchase  overhead  projec¬ 
tors  for  its  classrooms.  This  grant  is 
the  Conference’s  contribution  to¬ 
wards  the  endowment  of  Lydia 
Patterson. 

Funds  are  being  raised  to  upgrade 
the  facilities  of  Mount  Sequoyah 
which  serves  United  Methodists  of 
South  Central  Jurisdiction.  This 
Foundation  grant  is  part  of  the 
Conference’s  contribution  to  the 
Team  Sequoyah  Capital  Improve- 


Dr,  Howard  John,  LEFT,  and  a  hygienist  work  with  Tabitha  Skains  as 
her  mother  observes.  The  child's  dental  care  was  made  possible  in 
part  by  last  year's  Foundation  grant  to  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Memorial  UMC,  Monroe,  for  their  assistance  to  migrant  workers' 
children. 


Development  officer  is  hired 


The  Foundation  is  pleased  to  an¬ 
nounce  the  newest  addition  to  our 
staff,  Ray  M.  Caraway.  He  formerly 
was  director  of  development  at 
Garrett-  Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  on  the  Northwestern  Uni¬ 
versity  campus  in  Evanston,  Illi¬ 
nois. 

Caraway  received  his  undergrad¬ 
uate  and  law  degrees  from  LSU.  A 
member  of  the  Louisiana  State  Bar 
Association,  he  was  a  practicing  at¬ 
torney  in  Baton  Rouge  for  several 
years. 


He  is  married  to  the  former  Mary 
Brocato,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  New 
York. 

Caraway’s  responsibilities  with 
the  Foundation  will  include  meet¬ 
ing  with  individuals  and  groups  re¬ 
garding  charitable  trust 
arrangements,  gift  annuities,  be¬ 
quests  and  other  forms  of  planned 
giving. 

Dr.  Ken  Reed,  executive  director 
of  the  Foundation,  said,  “We  are 
excited  to  have  Ray  as  a  part  of  our 
staff.  We  hope  you  will  call  on  him 
to  help  you  or  your  church  explore 
the  many  planned  giving  options 
now  available.” 


Ray  M.  Caraway 


Audit  copies 
available 


The  Foundation’s  1993  Audit 
is  complete  and  copies  are 
available.  To  receive  a  copy 
contact  our  office:  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Loui¬ 
siana,  527  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720; 
phone,  (504)346-1535 


United  Methodism  is  prospering 
in  Blanchard,  La.  Under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Rev.  Ellen  Montegudo, 
Blanchard  UMC  has  purchased  the 
house  and  property  adjoining  its 
present  facilities. 

The  building  will  be  remodeled  to 
accommodate  the  growing  nursery 
and  to  serve  other  needs  of  children 
in  the  congregation. 

The  Foundation  is  proud  to  be  a 
part  of  this  ministry  by  providing  a 
loan  to  this  growing  congregation. 

The  church  loan  program  is  a  new 
service  provided  by  the  Founda¬ 
tion.  We  are  happy  to  provide  coun¬ 
sel  to  churches  that  need  to  borrow 
funds  for  expansion  or  for  refinanc¬ 
ing. 

Under  our  new  guidelines,  the 
maximum  loan  amount  is  $300,000 
with  a  floating  rate  which  is  general¬ 
ly  1.25  per  cent  above  the  prime 
rate  published  in  the  Wall  Street 
Journal. 


The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
S27  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 
(504)346-1535 

I  am  interested  in  receiving,  without  obligation,  information  on: 


_ Wills 

_ Giving  Real  Estate 

_ Memorial  Gifts 

_ Giving  Securities 

Assistance  with: 


_ Gift  Annuity 

_ Giving  through  Life  Insurance 

_ Managing  Church  Funds 


_ Budget  or  Capital  Fund  Campaign 

_ Wills,  Estate  Planning  and  Financial  Management  Seminars 

_ Setting  up  a  Permanent  Endowment  Fund  Committee 

_ Planned  Giving  Handbook 


Name_ 


Address_ 
City _ 


State 


Zip 


Phone_ 


r 


Church_ 


Blanchard  UM  Church 


Legacies,  a  special  page  to  the  Reporter  provided  by  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana,  is  available  to  individuals  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  information  provided  in  this 
publication  is  not  intended  to  be  legal  advice  on  specific  issues.  Always 
consult  your  attorney  when  considering  these  and  other  matters.  For  your 
copy  of  this  page.  Write  the  Foundation  today  at:  527  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802-5720  or  call  (504)  346-1535. 


Executive  Director 
Development  Officer 
Administrative  Assistant 
Fund  Administrator 


Kenneth  R.  Reed 
Ray  M.  Caraway 
Stacie  R.  Schneider 
Martha  C.  Diehl 
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Conference  Center 

Financial  Campaign  Update 

Total  Pledges  $6.16  million 


Received  through  May  ’94 
Church  Gifts  received  in  June 
Clergy  Gifts  received  in  June 
Challenge  Gifts  received  in  June 


$1,298,133 
$  30,069 

$  7,784 
$  810 


Total  Gifts  through  June  ’94  $1,336,796 

We  are  right  on  target! 

The  Conference  Center  campaign  committee  is  pleased  to  report 
that  24.5  per  cent  of  the  individual  and  church  pledges  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  of  the  four-year  financial  campaign. 


O 

L  _ 

A 

shared 
prayer 

,  »  Blihop  William  B.  Oden 

(Editor's  Note:  While  Bishop  Oden  is  on  a  renewal  leave.  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  is  repeating  some  of  his  previous  columns.) 

Cary  Grant  has  always  been  one  of  my  favorite  actors.  He  is  so  natu¬ 
ral,  you  feel  he  is  playing  himself.  I  heard  Cary  Grant  in  person  when 
he  did  a  benefit  for  a  United  Methodist  university.  He  concluded  his 
dialogue  with  the  audience  by  reading  the  following  prayer.  1  was  so 
appreciative  of  his  thoughts  that  I  asked  for  a  copy  to  share  with  you: 

Now  Lord,  you’ve  known  me  a  long  time.  You  know  me  better 
than  1  know  myself.  You  know  that  each  day  I  am  growing  older 
and  someday  may  even  be  very  old.  So  meanwhile,  please  keep  me 
from  the  habit  of  thinking  I  must  say  something  on  every  subject 
and  on  every  occasion.  Release  me  from  trying  to  straighten  out 
everyone’s  affairs. 

Make  me  thoughtful,  but  not  moody,  helpful  but  not  overbearing. 

I  have  a  certain  amount  of  knowledge  to  share;  still  it  would  be 
very  nice  to  have  a  few  friends  who,  at  the  end,  recognized  and 
forgave  the  knowledge  I  lacked.  Keep  my  tongue  free  from  the  re¬ 
cital  of  endless  details.  Seal  my  lips  on  my  aches  and  pains;  they 
increase  daily  and  the  need  to  speak  of  them  becomes  almost  a 
compulsion.  I  ask  for  grace  enough  to  listen  to  the  retelling  of 
other’s  afflictions  and  to  be  helped  to  endure  them  with  patience. 

I  would  like  to  have  an  improved  memory  but  I’ll  settle  for  grow¬ 
ing  humility  and  an  ability  to  capitulate  when  my  memory  clashes 
with  the  memory  of  others.  Teach  me  the  glorious  lesson  that  on 
some  occasions  1  may  be  mistaken.  Keep  me  reasonably  kind.  I’ve 
never  aspired  to  be  a  saint  . . .  saints  must  be  rather  difficult  to 
live  with  ...  yet  on  the  other  hand,  an  embittered  old  person  is  a 
constant  burden.  Please  give  me  the  ability  to  see  good  in  unlikely 
places  and  talents  in  unexpected  people.  And  give  me  the  grace  to 
tell  them  so,  Dear  Lord. 


Farmerville  UMC  to  expand 


Members  of  Farmerville  UMC  in 
the  Ruston  District  celebrated  the 
kickoff  of  a  building  expansion  pro¬ 
gram  with  a  ground  breaking  ser¬ 
vice  on  July  3. 

Shovels  were  dug  into  the  former 
courtyard  of  the  church  where  new 
construction  will  begin. 

The  expansion  will  include  a  cha¬ 
pel,  a  larger  fellowship  hall  with  a 


new  kitchen,  a  sound-proof  music 
room,  three  rest  rooms  and  a  paved 
parking  lot. 

Architect  is  Somdal  Associates  of 
Shreveport  and  the  contractor  is 
D’Arbonne  Construction  Co.  Inc. 
of  Farmerville. 

The  special  service  was  conduct¬ 
ed  by  Dr.  Kirby  A.  Vining,  pastor. 


Shoveling  the  ground  to  begin  building  expansion  at  Farmerville 
UMC  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Eugene  Yates,  trustee  chair;  Stein  Baughman 
Jr.,  administrative  Council  chair;  Alice  Moss,  lay  leader;  Cleo  Aulds, 
chapel  donor,  and  James  C.  Fisher,  building  committee  chair. 


Of  Special  Interest 

On  the  Inside  Pages 

We  marked  the  death 

of  a  quiet  man . Page  2 

Sense  of  purpose  and  spiritual 
development  are  crucial  to 
healthy  aging,  says  expert . Page  4 


New  Arrival 

A  son,  Patrick  William  Mitchell, 
was  bom  July  18  to  James  and  De¬ 
laine  Mitchell. 

Rev.  Mitchell  is  pastor  of  First 
UMC  in  Zachary. 


August  Conference  Calendar 

2-9  International  Christian  Youth  Conference,  Hamburg,  Ger¬ 
many 

1 1-14  Cursillo  No.  41,  Tall  Timbers 

22-24  COTO  (Board  of  Ordained  Ministry)  Fall  Retreat,  Tall 
Timbers 

24-25  Cabinet  Meeting 

27  CCYM  Meeting,  First  UMC,  Crowley,  10  a.m. 

27  VISION  2000  Workshop  for  local  church  leaders  in  Aca- 

diana,  Alexandria  and  Lake  Charles  districts,  Asbury  UMC, 
Lafayette,  9:30  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

28  Christian  Education  Sunday 


Real  sheep 'Beneath  the  Storytelling  Tree' 


“Would  you  believe  . . .  real  sheep?  “Rev.  William  Peeples,  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  commented  on  Vacation  Bible  School  at 
the  church.  Real,  live  sheep  were  there  for  the  recent  VBS  whose  theme 
was  “Beneath  the  Storytelling  Tree:  Parables  Jesus  Told.”  Children  at  that 
church  and  others  in  the  Conference  heard  Biblical  stories  sometimes 
known  as  parables  including  the  memorable  ones  related  by  Jesus. 


What  an  idea ! 

Random  acts 
of  kindness 
catching  on 

Youth  of  First  UMC  in  Ham¬ 
mond  are  engaged  in  doing  Ran¬ 
dom  Acts  of  Senseless  Kindness,  if 
kind  deeds  can  ever  be  considered 
“senseless.” 

It’s  an  idea  whose  time  has  come 
—  and  it  could  be  catching.  The 
youth  and  their  leaders  are  hoping 
it  will. 

One  thing  is  for  sure  —  the  acts 
of  kindness  often  surprise  recipients 
who  frequently  are  strangers. 

Kindness  Krusaders 

For  instance,  the  Kindness  Kru¬ 
saders  of  the  church  were  busy  on  a 
recent  Saturday  morning.  They 
served  coffee  and  juice  to  about  35 
people  who  waited  in  line  for  the 
Motor  Vehicles  Office  to  open. 

The  reaction  of  the  people  who 
received  “free  gifts”  from  a  group 
of  young  people  out  so  early  on  a 
Saturday  morning  was  surprise  and 
gratitude,  Glenda  Humphreys  said. 

In  some  communities  a  person 
has  been  surprised  by  finding  a 
fresh  flower  (left  anonymously  by  a 
stranger)  on  the  car  windshield  or  in 
some  cases,  a  person  has  started  to 
pay  for  a  burger  only  to  find  that  a 
random-act-of-kindness  spreader 
has  already  paid  the  bill. 

Acts  to  continue 

Humphreys  said  the  Kindness 
Krusaders  will  continue  to  do  other 
acts  of  kindness  in  Hammond.  Any¬ 
one,  when  they  least  expect  it,  could 
be  a  recipient. 

The  young  people  hope  to  start  an 
epidemic  of  kind  deeds.  They  urge, 
“If  you  receive  a  kindness,  for 
goodness  sake,  pass  it  on!” 


As  in  some  oth¬ 
er  churches,  story¬ 
tellers  dressed  as 
Biblical  characters 
made  the  stories 
come  alive  at 
Hartzell  Mt.  Zion 
UMC  in  Slidell. 

The  church  cele¬ 
brated  the  1 00th 
anniversary  of  VBS. 

Costumed  storytellers  went  into 
classrooms  daily  and  dramatically 
role-played  the  parables.  Mildred 
Hambrick  and  Mary  Avery  were  in 
charge.  Total  enrollment  of  children 
teachers  and  other  workers  was  120. 

The  culminating  activity  in¬ 
volved  every  class  in  a  parade  at 
which  time  the  participants  demon¬ 
strated  each  parable  that  was  part  of 
their  learning  experience.  The  An¬ 
thony  Alfred  family  hosted  a  picnic 
and  swimming  activity  for  the 
whole  VBS. 

VBS  leaders  at  Bethany  UMC, 
New  Orleans,  added  symbolic  items 
to  a  tree  for  their  study.  Real  and 
crafted  trees  of  various  kinds  were 
focal  points  for  VBS  around  the 
state. 

A  mission  offering  from  Bethany 
participants  will  be  used  for  sub¬ 
stance  abuse  education  and  to  assist 
AIDS  babies.  Lynn  Lewis  and  Dr. 
Anita  Crump  were  in  charge. 

At  Abbeville  UMC,  as  in  other 
churches,  the  VBS  was  "a  celebra¬ 
tion  of  storytelling  and  of  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  love  Jesus  expressed  in 
his  parables  from  ordinary  life.” 

There  were  music,  crafts,  refresh¬ 
ments,  games,  fellowship  and  sto¬ 
ries. 

“By  the  end  of  the  week,”  leaders 
said,  “the  children  experienced:  the 
importance  of  each  person  to  God 
and  God’s  people,  the  true  meaning 
of  being  a  neighbor,  special  talents 
and  abilities  God  gives  each  of 
them  to  help  others,  what  Jesus 
calls  them  to  value  over  everything 
else,  great  things  God  creates  from 
small  beginnings  and  much  more.” 


— 

Caught  in  the  act  of  doing  a  random  act  of  kindness  are  the  Kind¬ 
ness  Krusaders  of  First  UMC,  Hammond.  Pictured  as  they  served 
coffee  and  juice  to  persons  in  line  at  the  Motor  Vehicles  Office  are, 
FROM  LEFT,  Jason  McDonald,  Jeffrey  Burton,  John  Clancy,  Brittney 
Burton,  Glenda  Humphreys,  J.  J.  Clancy,  Colleen  Burton  and  Matt 
Wood. 


Special  offering  on  July  31 
to  supply  aid  in  flooded  areas 


Louisiana  Conference  churches 
are  answering  the  Bishops’  Appeal 
to  take  offerings  as  responses  to  the 
July  storm  in  areas  of  Georgia,  Ala¬ 
bama  and  Florida  where  flood 
stages  hit  record  highs.  The  special 
collection  will  be  on  Sunday,  July 
31. 

Aid  will  go  to  our  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  in  those  areas  which  include 
churches  and  members  in  three  Con¬ 
ferences  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  —  North  Georgia,  South 
Georgia  and  Alabama-West  Florida. 


Most  Louisiana  residents  realize 
clean-up  and  repair  after  devastat¬ 
ing  storms  takes  a  long  time. 

Individual  checks  should  be 
made  payable  to  local  churches  and 
marked,  “For  UMCOR  Advance 
901165-2.” 

Each  local  church  treasurer  will 
write  a  check  to  the  Conference 
treasurer  for  the  total  amount.  This 
may  be  sent  with  the  monthly  re¬ 
mittance  report  (offering  reported 
on  line  4000)  and  an  Advance  Spe¬ 
cial  Form. 


Children  of  Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans,  are  sitting  "Beneath  the 
Storytelling  Tree"  listening  to  parables  Jesus  told.  The  teachers  for 
the  recent  Vacation  Bible  School  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Enola  Merriman 
(on  floor),  Dr.  Glenda  Johnson  and  Lisa  Smith. 


Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell,  LEFT,  pastor,  is  pictured  above  with  some  of 
the  children  and  their  adult  storytellers  at  the  recent  Vacation  Bible 
School  at  Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC  in  Slidell. 


Notice  of  Position 
CCOM  Director  of 
Serving  Ministries 

Applicants  are  being  sought 
for  the  new  position  of  Director 
of  Serving  Ministries  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries.  The  staff  person 
will  be  responsible  for  provid¬ 
ing  guidance  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  primarily  to  lo¬ 
cal  churches  in  the  Conference 
in  the  areas  of  outreach  and  so¬ 
cial  witness.  The  position  will 
be  a  part  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
director  will  be  housed  in  the 
Conference  Headquarters 
Building  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Qualifications  include: 

■  Education  —  Bachelor’s 
degree  minimum,  with  advance 
education  in  disciplines  related 
to  responsibilities  preferred. 

■  Experience  —  A  minimum 
of  three  years  experience  as  a 
volunteer  or  professional  in 
ministries  (church  or  social  in¬ 
stitution)  related  to  missional 
outreach  and  social  witness.  Ex¬ 
perience  in  local  church,  espe¬ 
cially  in  leadership,  and  in  the 
area  of  serving  ministries  (Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  preferred,  but  not 
required).  Both  lay  and  clergy 
are  eligi  ble. 

Interested  persons  should 
send  a  resume  and  three  refer¬ 
ences,  by  Sept.  1,  to: 

Conference  Council  on 

Ministries 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 
ATTN:  Personnel  Committee 


In  Memoriam 


Mamie  E.  Milton,  89,  surviving 
spouse  of  Rev.  Willie  D.  Milton, 
Louisiana  Conference  minister, 
died  July  18. 

She  is  survived  by  two  sons,  Rev. 
N.  Spiller  Milton,  pastor  of  Cente¬ 
nary-Fisher  UMC,  Franklinton,  and 
John  D.  Milton. 

Funeral  services  were  held  July 

20  in  Rosenburg,  Texas,  and  July 

21  in  Denham  Springs. 

♦  *  * 

Frances  Pearce,  75,  wife  of  Dr. 
George  Pearce  Jr.,  retired  Louisiana 
Conference  clergy  who  serves  as  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  of  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport,  died  July  15.  Funeral 
services  were  held  July  18  at  Broad¬ 
moor  and  burial  was  in  Shreveport. 

Survivors  in  addition  to  her  hus¬ 
band  are  two  daughters,  Glenetle 
Brown  and  Jean  Bodenhamer;  two 
sons,  Carl  Pearce  and  Don  Pearce, 
and  seven  grandchildren. 

Memorial  donations  may  be 
made  to  Broadmoor  or  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Association  for  Kidney  Pa¬ 
tients. 

*  *  • 

Eloise  York,  79,  surviving  spouse 
of  Rev.  George  D.  York,  Louisiana 
Conference  minister,  died  July  12. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  July 
14  in  First  UMC  in  Arcadia  and 
burial  was  in  that  community. 

She  is  survived  by  a  daughter  and 
son-in-law,  Gail  and  Tom  Moore 
III  of  Gilliam,  La. 
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The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Let's  take  the  'bushel'  off  the  'light'  of  African  aid 


What’s  wrong  with  the  following  vignette? 

A  television  news  reporter,  standing  on  the 
border  between  Zaire  and  Rwanda,  notes  the 
passing  overhead  of  an  American  airplane  car¬ 
rying  relief  supplies.  He  comments  that  the 
shipment  is  the  first  American  relief  to  arrive 
and  bemoans  the  fact  that  it  won’t  be  enough  to 
feed,  clothe,  shelter  and  heal  an  estimated  2 
million  Rwandan  refugees. 

What’s  wrong  with  the  above  report  is  that 
the  plane  he  saw  wasn't  the  first  American  relief 
to  arrive  in  Zaire.  In  reality,  U.S.  churches  have 
been  funneling  aid  to  Central  Africa  for  more 
than  a  century. 

Furthermore,  brief  TV  reports  don’t  show  the 
fact  that  for  the  past  nine  months,  both  U.S. 
and  indigenous  church  workers  have  been  dis¬ 
tributing  food,  medicine,  blankets  and  other  re¬ 
lief  supplies  to  Central  African  refugees  (see 
related  stories  and  illustration  on  Page  3). 

These  lines  of  relief  are  still  intact  as  the  refu¬ 
gee  situation  reaches  disastrous  proportions. 
Church  relief  agencies  are  realigning  their  exist¬ 
ing  efforts  to  meet  the  new  crisis  even  as  the 
U.N.,  the  International  Red  Cross  and  other 
groups  mobilize. 

Frankly,  the  public  media’s  blatant  ignorance  of 
Christians’  work  in  Central  Africa  exasperates  us. 

Not  only  does  such  a  report  reflect  secular  me¬ 
dia’s  longtime  propensity  to  overlook  the  works 
of  the  church,  it  shows  that  we  Christians  aren’t 
following  Jesus’  instruction  in  Matthew  5:15-16. 


Editorials 


Specifically,  we’ve  not  told  others  beyond  the 
church  of  our  good  works  amid  civil  wars  in  Bu¬ 
rundi  and  Rwanda.  In  effect,  we’ve  hidden  the 
light  of  God’s  love  under  a  “bushel.” 

Whether  that  “bushel”  is  made  of  false  modes¬ 
ty  or  lack  of  media  savvy  we  won’t  speculate,  but 
it’s  time  we  tossed  the  bushel  aside  so  that  the 
light  can  shine  out  (see  related  editorial  below). 

By  spotlighting  what  Christians  are  doing  in 
Central  Africa,  we  will: 

■  Enlighten  others  that  many  people  are  aid¬ 
ing  Africa’s  refugees  through  reliable  channels; 

■  Foster  giving  that  will  help  ensure  supplies 
equal  refugees’  needs. 

■  Counteract  images  of  horrific  slaughter 
with  examples  of  Christ’s  followers  doing  what 
our  Lord  commands — loving  others  as  we  love 
ourselves.  These  examples  include  American 
Christians  who’ve  sent  aid  and  African  Chris¬ 
tians  who’ve  sheltered  refugees  no  matter  what 
their  tribal  group  (see  UMR,  July  8). 

As  we  share  these  stories  of  hope  amid  the 
tragedy  unfolding  in  Central  Africa,  let’s  be  sure 
our  audience  hears  the  motivation  for  our  re¬ 
sponse:  We  do  these  things  because  we  follow 
the  One  who,  in  giving  his  life  for  us,  teaches  us 
to  give  ourselves  for  others. 


Here's  how  to  'shine  a  light' 


Here  are  some  specific  ways  your  congrega¬ 
tion  can  shine  the  light  on  relief  for  Central  Af¬ 
rican  refugees: 

/■Encourage  contributions  to  the  Bishop’s 
Appeal  for  Africa  Advance  No.  101275-4. 

/  Inform  your  local  newspaper  and  TV  sta¬ 
tions  how  your  church  is  helping  Central  Afri¬ 
can  refugees  and  invite  others  to  contribute. 

/  Write  or  telephone  the  following  major 
television  news  outlets  and  urge  them  to  report 
accurately  on  church-related  relief  efforts  in 


Central  Africa: 

CBS  News,  524  W.  57th  St.,  New  York  NY 
10019,212-975-4321. 

ABC  News,  77  W.  66th  St.,  9th  Floor,  New 
York  NY  10023,  212-456-7777. 

NBC  News  Division,  GE  Building,  30  Rocke¬ 
feller  Plaza,  New  York  NY  10112  212-664- 
4444. 


UNITED  NATIONS  PHOTO 
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GA  3034?  4WflS4-?7 7*9^0 B°X  °5366,  Atlanta’  overlooked  churches'  longstanding  efforts  to  aid  Central  Africans  (see  related 
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Common  faith  in  Christ  bonds  us  despite  differences 


1  would  like  to  respond  to  the  arti¬ 
cle  titled  “Methodists  ‘ride  circuit’  on 
‘info  highway’  ”  (see  UMR,  July  1 5). 

The  article  by  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
quotes  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil:  “We  thought  by  celebrating  our 
diversity  we  would  move  toward  uni¬ 
ty.  Today  we  are  discovering  that  this 
focus  on  our  differences  is  sending 
the  wrong  message.  People  are  not 
hearing  a  word  of  unity  in  diversity 
but  division  because  of  diversity.” 

:  Dr.  Hale  goes  on  to  say  “  . . .  My 
question  is:  ‘What  can  bring  us  to¬ 
gether  in  North  America?’  ”  He  ends 
by  saying  “When  our  deepest  loyalty 
is  to  Christ,  and  our  life  is  in  Christ, 
we  can  agree  and  say,  ‘It  is  enough!’  ” 

I  have  had  the  privilege  of  travel- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


ing  to  South  Africa  twice  and  to 
Ghana,  West  Africa  and  Costa  Rica 
on  various  mission  and  evangelism 
trips.  Each  time  we  did  not  talk  of 
our  differences  but  the  one  thing  we 
had  in  common — Jesus  Christ  and 
Him  crucified!  It  brought  us  togeth¬ 
er  and  helped  us  form  a  bond  unlike 
any  other. 

I  firmly  believe  that  our  United 
Methodist  Church  must  return  to 
its  first  love  and  preach  Jesus  and 
the  one  and  only  Savior  of  all.  The 
key  in  my  mind  is  a  well-grounded 


faith  in  Jesus  Christ! 

Chuck  Davis 
Rochelle,  Illinois 

You've  improved 

In  recent  months,  we  have  felt 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has 
in  many  ways  improved  its  overall 
tone  and  content. 

We  have  perceived  that  the  Re¬ 
porter  has  tried  not  to  sow  discon¬ 
tent  in  reporting  facts.  Not  only  has 
this  appeared  to  be  true  in  the  way 
that  you  have  reported  facts  and  the 
facts  that  you  have  reported,  but  it 
is  also  true  in  your  decision  to  in¬ 
clude  the  recent  “Here  I  Stand”  ar¬ 
ticle  by  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon 
(Oklahoma  Area)  and  the  story  on 


■*£uC  Pontius'  Puddle 

THE  PASTOR  TOLD  OUR 
CLASS  THAT  IF  WE  STUDY 
OOR  Bl&LES,  WE  MIGHT 
GROW  OP  TO  8E  A 

MINISTER 
LIKE  HltA. 


HE  ALSO  TOLD  OS  HOW  MUCH 
HE  MAKES,  HOW  MANY  HOURS 
HE  PUTS  IN,  AND  HOW  MUCH 
HE'S  APPRECIATED  BY  THE 


SO  WHAT 
DID  WE 
LEARN? 


NEVER 
EVER 
60  NEAR 
A  BIBLE  I 


What  others  are  saying 


“The  only  addiction  I’ve  seen  on 
the  PGA  tour  is  to  Bible  study.” 

— Washington-based  sportswriter 
John  Feinstein,  refuting  allegations 
of  widespread  drug  abuse  among 
professional  golfers. 

*  *  * 

“We  are  not  called  to  be  caretak¬ 
ers  of  the  institution  but  stewards  of 
the  mysteries  of  God.” 

— The  Rev.  Lovett  Weems,  presi¬ 
dent  of  United  Methodist-related 


Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

*  *  * 

“Age  is  a  mountaintop  . . .  point¬ 
ing  upward  to  God.” 

— Mary  Longstreth,  87,  honored 
this  year  at  the  Detroit  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  session. 

*  *  * 

“No  community  can  be  the  church 
of  Christ  by  itself.  We  cannot  be  the 
church  of  Christ  without  community 


with  others.” 

— The  Rev.  Konrad  Raiser,  chief 
executive  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 

*  *  * 

“A  church  that  speaks  of  grace 
and  relies  on  power  is  not  likely  to 
do  more  than  bemuse  the  world.” 

— The  late  theologian  Albert 
Outler,  quoted  in  a  new  book,  Al¬ 
bert  Outler  the  Churchman,  edited 
by  the  Rev.  Bob  Parrot. 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


the  speech  given  by  Bishop  Joe  Wil¬ 
son  (Fort  Worth,  Texas,  Area). 

This  tone,  which  seems  to  foster 
unity,  also  appeared  in  Evelyn  B. 
Corrough’s  “My  Witness”  article 
“Is  It  AH-men  or  AY-men?  Why 
care?”  (see  UMR,  July  8).  If  you 
have  consciously  decided  to  sow 
seeds  of  unity  where  possible,  we 
commend  you. 

We  have  also  appreciated  Diane 
Huie  Balay’s  sensitive  coverage  of 
the  chancel  drama,  “Home:  Parable 
of  Beatrice  and  Neal.”  Both  articles 
in  the  July  8  issue  reflected  the  in¬ 
clusive  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 

We  have  looked  forward  to  the 
movie  and  video  reviews  by  Ronald 
P.  Salfen.  His  reviews  help  us  to 
better  live  as  followers  of  the  living 
Christ  in  today’s  world. 

While  we  do  not  always  agree 
with  all  of  your  editorials,  we  do  ap¬ 
preciate  reading  them.  In  the  July  8 
issue  we  would  especially  commend 
the  editorial  titled:  “Carter’s  Chris¬ 
tianity  defused  Korea.” 

Finally,  during  the  winter  we 
used  your  classified  section  to  ad¬ 
vertise  for  a  staff  member.  It  gener¬ 
ated  many  helpful  responses. 

Our  prayers  are  with  you  in  your 
Christian  ministry  and  witness. 

Alan  S.  Brown 

Barbara  L.  Housley 

West  Chester,  Pennsylvania 

Called  to  be  patient 

It  seems  to  me  that  all  we  hear 
about  these  days  is  the  “Religious 
Right.” 

I  feel  that  the  truth  is  probably 
that  the  “Religious  Right”  is  merely 
the  most  visible  and  vocal  sect  of 
today's  Christian  community.  It  is 
not  a  prerequisite  to  being  a  Chris¬ 
tian  that  we  all  believe  identically. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse— of  the  following: 

“The  Lord  waits  to  be  gracious  to 
you  . . .  Blessed  are  those  who  wait 
for  him.”  (NRSV) 


Yet  what  are  we  to  do  when  we 
are  told  that  we  are  not  Christians 
unless,  we  believe  a  certain  set  of 
rules  and  hold  identical  views  on 
what  constitutes  Christianity?  In 
this  matter,  we  are  called  to  be 
more  patient  and  accepting  and  un¬ 
derstand  that,  although  others  are 
free  to  believe  as  they  do,  they  are 
not  free  to  undermine  our  percep¬ 
tion  of  ourselves  as  Christians. 

Jesus  gave  us  two  basic  rules — to 
love  God  with  all  our  heart  and  soul 
and  strength,  and  to  love  our  neigh¬ 
bors  as  ourselves.  We  can  be  certain 
that  Jesus  loves  us  all  and  that  we 
know  that  we  are  Christians  by  our 
love  (and  acceptance)! 

Ruth  Hunt  Jasek 
Huntington,  Texas 

Drama  is  for  kids,  too 

We  have  read  the  review  of  Home 
(see  UMR,  July  8)  and  we  believe 
that  it  is  also  for  kids.  I  am  1 3  and 
my  sister  is  1 1 .  We  saw  the  play  and 
understood  what  they  were  talking 
about. 

We  believe  that  if  you  don’t  edu¬ 
cate  kids  then  they  will  believe  com¬ 
mon  prejudices.  They  also  will  then 
take  these  prejudices  to  others.  In¬ 
stead  of  knowing  the  truth  and  tell¬ 
ing  it  to  others,  they  will  be  telling 
lies.  We  think  that  the  message  in 
Home  is  not  just  for  adults  but  peo¬ 
ple  of  all  ages. 

In  closing  we  would  like  to  say 
that  we  kids  have  the  right  to  know 
these  things  and  if  we  aren’t  told 
then  we  start  to  make  up  things  that 
may  not  be  true. 

Jeffrey  Ozanne  and  Abby  Ozanne 

Falcon  Heights,  Minnesota 


My  Witness 

We  marked 
the  death  of 
a  quiet  man 

By  JULIET  C.  ROTHMAN 

When  Mac  died,  the  busy  world 
did  not  stop  to  notice.  Suddenly, 
there  was  one  less  breath,  one  less 
body  taking  up  space  with  its  needs. 
Among  so  many,  one  was  gone. 

His  boss  called  his  sisters  and 
brothers  from  out-of-town.  They 
hadn’t  seen  Mac  in  years.  The  boss 
called  the  two  women  who  had 
loved  him  and  an  employee  who 
knew  him.  He  arranged  the  funeral 
at  the  Veterans’  Cemetery,  the  cas¬ 
ket,  the  flowers,  the  announcement 
in  the  newspaper.  No  one  knew  to 
which  church  Mac  had  belonged,  so 
the  boss  arranged  a  minister,  too. 

Huddled  in  silence 

Gathered  in  the  military  chapel, 
windows  wide  on  the  gray  and 
gloomy  day,  the  small  group  hud¬ 
dled  in  silence.  Brothers  and  sisters 
in  the  front  row,  the  two  women  be¬ 
hind,  with  an  empty  seat  between 
them,  the  boss  and  the  employee 
behind  them. 

The  dusky  pink  casket,  covered 
with  a  flag,  rested  at  the  center  of 
the  altar.  A  sob  escaped  a  sister, 
joining  the  echoes  of  others  gone 
before  it  in  the  carpetless  chapel. 

The  sad  faces  in  the  first  two  rows 
looked  up  at  the  minister  expectant¬ 
ly.  He  focused  his  eyes  on  them  and 
not  on  the  rows  of  empty  seats  sur¬ 
rounding  them. 

He  announced,  first  of  all,  the 
reading  of  the  obituary  from  the 
newspaper,  then  read  it  slowly  and 
clearly,  enunciating  each  word  and 
syllable.  Mac,  he  read,  was  bom  in 
Charleston.  He  had  joined  the  Navy 
and  served  20  years.  He  had  worked 
at  the  Naval  Academy  in  the  main¬ 
tenance  department.  He  had 
worked  for  his  boss  on  weekends. 
He  had  died  of  “complications 
from  his  illness.”  He  was  64  years 
old. 

The  minister  paused.  The  reading 
was  over.  A  life,  compressed  into 
four  lines.  Still,  the  faces  regarded 
him  in  silence  and  expectation. 

“Now,  I’m  going  to  talk  about 
Mac,”  he  announced.  “Mac  was  a 
special  person.  Everyone  I  talked  to 
said  as  how  he  smiled.  He  smiled  all 
the  time.  Mac  liked  to  smile  and  he 
smiled  at  everyone.” 

A  flag  and  a  psalm 

They  gave  his  sister  the  flag  from 
the  grave.  They  gave  her  a  plaque 
from  the  funeral  chapel,  with  Mac’s 
name  and  the  date  on  it,  and  the 
23rU  Psalm. 

The  funeral  was  over.  The  casket 
was  rolled  out  of  the  chapel  and 
placed  in  the  hearse.  No  one  spoke. 
No  one  looked  at  anyone  else. 

At  the  veterans’  cemetery,  people 
can’t  accompany  the  body  to  the 
grave.  Caretakers  say  that  footsteps 
would  mess  up  the  grass. 

Everyone  got  in  their  cars  and 
drove  away. 

Sixty-four  years,  and  all  that 
could  be  said  of  Mac  was  that  he 
smiled.  Yet,  was  that  not  enough? 


Juliet  C. 
Rothman  lives  in 
Annapolis , 
Maryland. 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Coloss ians  3:13) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  31 

Sunday:  Psalms  51:1-5 
Monday:  Psalms  51:6-12 
Tuesday:  2  Samuel  11:26-12:6 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  12:7-13a 
Thursday:  Ephesians  4:1-6 
Friday:  Ephesians  4:7-16 
Saturday:  John  6:24-35 


Public  Relations  and 
Community  Outreach 


A  nationally  published  newspaper  with  you  as 
front  page  news  will  be  viewed  by  various  media 
differently  than  any  other  “newsletter.” 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Faith  .  , 
_ watch 

AID  TO  RWANDA:  A  special  United 

Methodist  relief  team  is  expected  to  make  a 
site  visit  to  the  Rwanda/Zaire  border  on  Aug.  6, 
for  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
They  include  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Lutgen,  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  chief  execu¬ 
tive;  Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  Global  Ministries 
(Harrisburg,  Pa.  Area),  elected  director;  the 
Rev.  Julius  Jefferson,  Central  Africa  area  exec¬ 
utive;  and  John  Coleman,  United  Methodist 
Communications.  Earlier  this  week,  the  mis¬ 
sion  board  kicked  off  the  new  Bishops’  Appeal 
and  Campaign  for  Africa  with  a  30-minute  sat¬ 
ellite  feed  on  July  26,  coordinated  by 
UMCOM.  Scheduled  participants  were  Bishop 
F.  Herbert  Skeete,  Global  Ministries  president; 
Lloyd  Rollins,  UMCOR,  Doreen  Tilghman, 
Africa  Office  chief  executive;  Bishop  May;  and 
Jeneane  Jones,  Global  Ministries  director  of 
electronic  media. 

PENSIONS  TOP  EXECUTIVE:  The 

General  Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  has  elected 
Barbara  A.  Boigegrain,  37,  of  San  Diego  as  the 
first  woman  to  become  its  chief  executive.  She 
replaces  the  Rev.  James  Parker  who  resigned 
in  November  and  left  the  post  on  June  30.  Ms. 
Boigegrain  served  as  a  consultant  with  Towers 
Perrin,  one  of  the  largest  international  man¬ 
agement,  human  resources  and  employee  bene¬ 
fit  plan  consulting  firms.  The  Pensions  and 
Health  Benefits  board  manages  $5.57  billion  in 
investments  for  the  pensions  of  40,000  clergy 
and  lay  employees  and  of  25,000  retirees  and 
other  beneficiaries.  It  also  administers  group 
health  plans  covering  32,000  enrollees — with 
4,900  additional-enrollees  expected  in  1995. 

HELP  FOR  FLOOD  VICTIMS:  The 

United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  has 
opened  a  receiving  depot  in  Columbus,  Ga.,  for 
clean-up  and  relief  supplies  in  response  to  dev¬ 
astating  floods  in  three  states.  Clean-up  activi¬ 
ties  have  begun  in  areas  of  north  and  central 
Georgia,  Alabama  and  Florida,  where  the  wa¬ 
ter  has  receded.  Teams  of  volunteers  to  help 
with  clean-up  and  rebuilding  are  being  sched¬ 
uled  by  the  Rev.  Larry  Acton;  telephone,  (800) 
918-3100.  UMCOR  released  a  list  of  needed 
items  and  asked  that  large  deliveries  be  sched¬ 
uled  by  telephone  so  a  sufficient  number  of 
volunteers  can  be  present  to  handle  the  sup¬ 
plies.  The  listed  items  should  be  sent  to;  UM¬ 
COR  Receiving  Depot,  701  Front  Ave., 
Columbus,  GA  31901,  (706)  324-2646. 

COLLEGES  FACE  PENALTIES:  At 

least  five  United-Methodist  related  colleges 
may  lose  federal  funding  under  a  July  1  federal 
rule  which  requires  colleges  with  a  student- 
loan  default  rate  of  25  percent  or  more  to  un¬ 
dergo  a  review  to  determine  continued 
eligibility.  The  ruling  is  designed  to  curtail  stu¬ 
dent-loan  defaults. 


United  Methodist  bishops 
asking  for  church-wide 
response  to  African  crisis 


BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  around  the 
world  will  be  asked  to  participate 
in  a  five-year  financial  campaign 
to  lift  up  the  church  in  Africa. 

The  appeal  is  being  made  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries’  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief,  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  and  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications. 

The  appeal  begins  with  an  in¬ 
ternational  Day  of  Prayer  and 
Healing  for  Rwanda  on  July  31. 

Church  needs  help 

“This  campaign  relates  to  the 
crisis  we’re  seeing  on  the  front 
pages  of  our  newspapers,  but  it 
also  relates  to  our  helping  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Africa 
continue  the  great  work  that  has 
made  them  a  growing  church,” 
said  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn 
(Houston  Area),  president  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

“We  know  that  a  Bishops’  Ap¬ 
peal  is  usually  a  one-time  appeal, 
but  this  time,  we  want  to  spear¬ 
head  a  five-year  development 
program  for  Africa.” 

The  first  phase  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  will  be  to  assist  African  ref¬ 
ugees — including  the  current 
wave  of  refugees  leaving  Rwan¬ 
da.  The  appeal  and  campaign 
will  assist  in  the  relief,  rehabilita¬ 
tion  and  repatriation  needs  of 
partner  churches  in  Africa. 

Other  phases  will  aid: 

S  Educational  programs  for 
United  Methodist  pastors; 

•f  Reconstruction  of  church 
buildings  and  property;  and 

/  Church  program  redevelop¬ 
ment. 

Doreeri  F.  Tilghman,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  Global  Ministries 
Africa  Office,  said  that  the  mis¬ 
sion  board  had  planned  to  do  a 
campaign  for  Africa  later  in  the 
year. 

However,  the  refugee  crisis  in 
Africa — especially  the  current 
problems  in  Rwanda — made  the 
bishops  decide  to  begin  the  cam¬ 
paign  immediately. 


Gifts  to  the  Bishops’  Appeal  and 
Campaign  Africa  can  be  made 
through  conference  treasurers  and 
should  be  designated  for  UMCOR 
Advance  No.  101275-4. 

Of  the  world’s  20  million  refu¬ 
gees,  or  people  fleeing  to  safety  to¬ 
day,  more  than  6  million  are 
Africans.  In  addition,  the  United 
Nations  High  Commissioner  for 
Refugees  reports  that  Africa  has  at 
least  15  million  of  the  25  million 
“displaced  persons”  (or  homeless 
war  victims)  around  the  globe. 

Ms.  Tilghman  emphasized  that 
the  secular  media  has  barely 
touched  the  surface  when  describ¬ 
ing  today’s  conflict  in  Central  Af¬ 
rica  (see  related  editorial  on  page 
2).  She  cited  the  following: 

•  There  is  little  mention  about 
the  Burundi  refugees  that  may 
have  crossed  into  Zaire  refugee 
camps,  who  fled  to  Rwanda  last 
October,  to  escape  ethnic  clashes 
in  Burundi.  Likely  to  be  in  these 
Zaire  refugee  camps  are  United 
Methodists  afraid  to  return  to 
Burundi. 

•  There  is  little  mention  about 
relief  efforts  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  and  partner  Methodist 
churches  in  countries  bordering 
Rwanda.  Churches  have  not  only 
responded  to  refugees,  but  any¬ 
one  needing  assistance  during 
this  crisis. 

“For  example,  in  Zaire,  you  do 
still  have  an  incredible  number  of 
people  that  have  been  displaced,” 
said  Ms.  Tilghman.  “Our  United 
Methodists  in  Zaire  will  be  help¬ 
ing  Zaire,  Burundi,  and  Rwanda 
refugees.  In  fact,  for  several 
months  we  have  had  an  interna¬ 
tional  person  in  mission,  the  Rev. 
Ntanbo  Nkulu  Ntanda,  from 
Zaire,  who  has  been  ministering  to 
the  refugees  in  one  of  the  border 
towns  of  Zaire.” 

Other  needs 

In  addition  to  increasing  relief 
efforts  in  Central  Africa,  gifts  to 
the  Bishops’  Appeal  will  supple¬ 
ment  ministries  in: 

■  The  Southern  African  coun¬ 
try  of  Angola,  where  thousands 
of  people  are  internally  displaced 
because  of  the  country’s  19-year 


civil  war. 

■  The  West  Africa  country  of 
Liberia,  where  thousands  of  peo¬ 
ple  are  cautiously  returning  to  Li¬ 
beria  following  nearly  five  years 
of  civil  war.  Also,  the  campaign 
will  aid  Liberians  in  exile  in  oth¬ 
er  parts  of  West  Africa. 

■  The  Southern  African  coun¬ 
try  of  Mozambique,  where  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  face  the  great 
challenge  of  resettling  people  af¬ 
ter  1 3  years  of  civil  war. 


These  two  girls  are  without 
their  family  but  have  found 
some  safety  with  the  300,000 
other  Rwandans  at  the  Benaco 
refugee  camp  in  Tanzania, 
Africa. 
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\  African  United  Methodists  living  in  Conflict 


Eight  African  countries  are  home  to  more  than  800,000  United  Methodists. 
Unfortunately  they  are  also  home  to  numerous  bloody  conflicts. 


Sierra  Leone 

Church  is  directing 
primary  and 
secondary  education 
for  displaced  west 
Africans. 


Nigeria 

Church  is  mediating  armed  conflict  between 
political  parties  following  this  country's  recent 
presidential  elections. 


Zaire 

Church  is  struggling  to  provide 
relief  ministries  for  refugees 
from  Rwanda  and  Burundi. 


i 


Liberia 

Church  is  providing 
food  and  farming 
supplies  for  refugees 
returning  home 
after  the  end  of 
this  country's  5- 
year  civil  war. 


Angola 

Church  is  providing  shelter 
and  health  care  to  orphans 
of  a  19*year  civil  war. 
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Burundi 

Church  is  providing  reconciliation  ministries 
during  this  country's  ongoing  ethnic-tribal 
disputes. 


Mozambique 

Church  is  providing  job-training 
skills  to  youth  who  spent  their 
teenage  years  fighting  in  this 
country's  16-year  civil-war. 


^ m 
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Zimbabwe 

Church  leaders  are  helping 

refugees  who  had  fled 
Mozambique  to  go  home. 


SCHILLER 
PARK,  111. — 
The  Forum  of 
32's  youthful 
leadership 
team  includes 
(left  to  right) 
Kerry  Krieger, 
Joy  Tolentino, 
Debbie  Wil- 
cock  and  Jon¬ 
athan  Goins. 


DEAN  OF  THE  THEOLOGICAL  SCHOOL 

Drew  University  invites  nominations  and  applications  for  the  position  of 
Dean  of  the  Theological  School.  The  Search  Committee  prefers  ordained 
United  Methodist  candidates  who  are  committed  to  scholarship  and  education 
for  professional  ministry,  skilled  in  administration  and  development,  and 
gifted  at  interpreting  the  mission  of  the  School  to  the  university  and 
ecclesiastical  communities. 

The  Theological  School,  a  seminary  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  finds 
its  identity  in  the  heritage  of  that  denomination,  which  is  both  ecumenical 
and  evangelical.  The  School,  located  in  the  New  York  metropolitan  area,  is 
working  to  build  an  inclusive,  multicultural,  globally  responsible  theological 
community  founded  on  careful  scholarship,  experiential  learning,  social 
engagement,  and  an  understanding  of  faith  as  a  force  for  reconciliation.  The 
School  celebrates  the  diversity  of  its  faculty  and  student  body. 

Drew  University  comprises  The  Theological  School,  The  Graduate  School, 
and  The  College  of  Liberal  Arts.  The  seminary  offers  programs  leading  to 
the  M.Div.,  M.T.S.,  S.T.M.,  and  D.Min.  degrees;  its  faculty  is  also  deeply 
engaged  in  The  Graduate  School,  which  sustains  M.A.  and  Ph.D.  programs 
in  Biblical  Studies,  Liturgical  Studies,  Religion  and  Society,  and  Theological 
and  Religious  Studies. 

Applicants  should  submit  a  curriculum  vitae ,  a  letter  of  interest,  and  the 
names  of  five  referees  by  October  1,  1994  to:  The  Dean  Search 
Committee,  The  Theological  School,  Drew  University,  Madison,  NJ 
07940.  Letters  of  nomination  are  also  encouraged. 

Drew  University  is  an  AA/EO  Employer. 


Forum  elects  its  youngest  members  to  lead 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 
Associate  Editor 

SCHILLER  PARK,  Ill.— In  a 
bold  move  intended  to  send  a  clear 
message  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church  about  its  future,  the  Forum 
of  32  named  the  four  youngest 
members  as  its  leadership  team. 

The  forum,  a  diverse  group  repre¬ 
senting  the  international  nature  of 
the  church,  met  July  15  and  16  in 
suburban  Chicago  as  part  of  the 
church’s  Connectional  Issues  Study. 

Elected  were:  Debbie  Wilcock, 
1 8,  of  Clarion,  Pa.;  Jonathan  Goins, 
17,  of  Louisville,  Ky.;  Kerry  Anne 
Krieger,  19,  of  Sykesville,  Pa.;  and 
Joy  Jessica  Tolentino,  22,  of  the 


Philippines. 

Two  annual  conference  council 
directors — the  Rev.  Gary  Mueller 
of  North  Texas  and  the  Rev.  Janet 
Forbes  of  Rocky  Mountain — nomi¬ 
nated  the  forum’s  youngest  mem¬ 
bers  for  the  leadership  team.  Mr. 
Mueller  said  the  forum  needed  to 
send  a  clear  message  that  “may  help 
us  in  the  church  do  things  different¬ 
ly.”  The  vote  was  19  for,  5  against 
and  4  abstentions. 

The  Forum  of  32  was  convened 
by  laywoman  Bette  T.  Trumble  of 
Springfield,  Neb.  Ms.  Trumble 
chairs  the  connectional  issues  study 
committee  for  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries. 


“As  a  leadership  team  we  serve  as 
a  shock  wave,  a  wake-up  call,  for 
the  church,”  commented  Ms.  Wil¬ 
cock,  a  sophomore  at  Clarion  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Clarion  Pa.  Both  Ms. 
Wilcock  and  Ms.  Krieger  were  the 
youngest  delegates  at  the  1 992  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

Ms.  Krieger,  a  student  at  Senton 
Hall  University  of  South  Orange, 
N.  J.,  said  she  sees  “the  four  of  us  as 
a  team  of  leaders  to  figure  out  the 
logistics  of  the  meeting  and  keep 
them  (forum  members)  on  task.” 

Mr.  Goins,  a  high  school  student, 
said  he  had  doubted  whether  the  fo¬ 
rum  really  would  accomplish  any¬ 
thing  of  value  for  the  church. 


However,  after  his  election,  he  said, 
“I  have  a  role  that  is  very  important 
to  others  to  improve  and  to  recog¬ 
nize  how  the  church  can  help  solve 
the  problems  both  inside  and  out¬ 
side  of  the  church." 

Ms.  Tolentino  of  the  Philippines 
represents  the  Central  Conferences 
on  the  leadership  team.  She  is  a 
ministerial  student  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston, 
Ill. 

Upon  her  election  she  said,  “I  have 
a  great  hope  that  the  forum  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  reflect  and  listen  to  all  per- 
spectives  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  outside  the  U.  S.” 


Church  leaders  debating  Haitian  invasion 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Church  leaders  disagree  on  wheth¬ 
er  it’s  ethically  correct  for  the  United 
States  to  invade  Haiti  to  overturn  a 
military  junta  and  restore  President 
Jean-Betrand  Aristide. 

In  San  Francisco,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  has 
been  conferring  with  other  Chris¬ 
tian  leaders  to  consider  options  at 
the  request  of  the  Rev.  Joan  Brown 
Campbell,  chief  executive  of  the 
National  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

Bishop  Talbert,  as  secretary  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops,  serves  as 
the  “head  of  communion”  for  ecu¬ 
menical  purposes. 

In  Kansas  City,  the  Rev.  Emilie 
Townes,  an  American  Baptist 
clergywoman,  is  assistant  professor 
of  Christian  social  ethics  at  United 
Methodist-related  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology. 

She  said,  “The  last  thing  we  need 
to  do  is  use  military  force.  We  have 
a  history  of  using  force  on  smaller 
countries  which  leads  to  an  appar¬ 


ent  victory  for  the  United  States. 
But,  in  fact,  it  in¬ 
creases  the  suffer¬ 
ing  of  the  people 
who  live  there. 

They  have  to  face 
the  consequences. 

“In  addition,  we 
have  a  lot  of  dif¬ 
ferent  voices  com¬ 
ing  out  of  Haiti.  It  is  a  country  very, 
very  divided  over  its  own  future. 
For  the  United  States  to  decide  its 
future  is  the  height  of  arrogance." 

In  the  nation’s  capital,  the  Rev.  J. 
Phillip  Wogaman  doesn’t  exclude 
military  intervention. 

Dr.  Wogaman,  longtime  ethics 
professor  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Wesley  Seminary,  is  senior 
pastor  of  Foundry  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Washington.  His  con¬ 
gregation  includes  such  political 
leaders  as  President  and  Mrs.  Clin¬ 
ton  and  Senator  and  Mrs.  Bob  Dole 
(R-Kansas). 

“The  Haitian  military  with  its  se¬ 
vere  repression  of  the  people  and 
deep  human  rights  abuses  is  intoler¬ 


able,”  Dr.  Wogaman  said. 

“We  have  a  series  of  situations  in 
the  world — such  as  Bosnia  and 
Rwanda — where  human  rights  have 
been  abused  on  a  massive  scale.  In 
such  situations,  intervention  by  the 
world  community  is  proper.” 

But  the  form  of  intervention 
should  be  the  least  severe  possible, 
he  said,  while  recognizing  that  the 
“track  record  for  sanctions  is 
mixed.” 

“The  United  States,  as  the  one  re¬ 
maining  great  world  power,  has 
commensurate  responsibility,”  Dr. 
Wogaman  said.  “We  cannot  be  iso¬ 
lationist.” 

But  U.S.  power  should  be  used 
under  the  aegis  of  the  world  com¬ 
munity,  which  is  represented  by  the 
United  Nations,  he  said. 

At  the  United  Nations  in  New 
York,  the  Rev.  Robert  McClean, 
staff  member  of  the  church’s  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  is 
succinct. 

“The  goal  is  the  restoration  of  de¬ 
mocracy  in  Haiti,”  he  said,  “which 
means  the  return  of  [deposed  Hai¬ 


tian  president]  Aristide.  There  are 
two  options:  enforced  sanctions  or 
military  intervention. 

“Tighten  sanctions,”  he  said. 
“Make  sure  they  work.” 

Mr.  McClean  strongly  con¬ 
demned  recent  Reporter  articles  and 
an  editorial  about  the  suffering 
sanctions  was  causing  the  poorest 
people  in  Haiti. 

The  stories  were  "abysmal,”  he 
said,  because  they  were  based  on  in¬ 
formation  from  “independent” 
missionaries. 

[Editor’s  note:  The  articles  in 
question  were  based  on  interviews 
with  United  Methodists  who  have 
been  engaged  in  short-term  medical 
or  water-well  drilling  missions  in 
Haiti  over  many  years,  on  off-the- 
record  reports  of  Haitian  Methodist 
clergy  and  on  reports  in  national 
news  media.] 

He  said  “independent”  mission¬ 
aries  to  Haiti  “would  be  out  of  busi¬ 
ness”  if  justice  came. 

“Missionaries  have  existed  on  the 
blood  of  the  people  for  years,”  he 
said. 


Emilie  Townes 
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A  LIFE  SAVED:  The  Oscar-winning  film 
“Schindler’s  List”  was  a  revelation  to  him, 
wrote  the  Rev.  A1  Simonton,  in  his  last  editori¬ 
al  after  1 8  years  with  the  North  Carolina 
Christian  Advocate.  The  veteran  United  Meth¬ 
odist  communicator  stated  that  he  learned 
from  the  film  that  Jewish  engineers  who 
worked  in  Schindler’s  factory  sabotaged  the 
ammunition  which  the  factory  produced. 
“During  World  War  II  as  a  paratrooper,  a 
German  88  artillery  shell  hit  me  and  knocked 
me  off  my  feet,”  Mr.  Simonton  wrote.  “Had  it 
been  ‘live’  I  would  have  been  blown  to  smith¬ 
ereens.  It  was  a  dud.  I  will  always  believe  I  owe 
my  life  to  Schindler  and  *his’  Jews." 


INNOVATION  CULTURE:  The  Rev 

Leonard  I.  Sweet,  chancellor  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  United  Theological  Seminary  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  is  on  the  lookout  for  church  in¬ 
novators.  Dr.  Sweet  has  been  granted  a  one- 
year  sabbatical  to  develop  a  network  of  people 
committed  to  “moving  from  a  maintenance 
culture  to  an  innovation  culture  and  helping 
prepare  the  churches  for  change  in  this  emerg¬ 
ing  geo-economic,  global,  postmodern  world.” 
United's  president,  Daryl  Ward,  will  serve  as 
the  seminary’s  chief  executive  officer  for  the 
year. 

IMPROVING:  Children’s  minister  Mary 
Hale  of  Waynesville,  N.C.,  was  reported  to  be 
improving  slowly  in  an  Asheville,  N.C.,  hospi¬ 
tal  from  the  effects  of  a  stroke  she  suffered  in 
late  June.  Mrs.  Hale’s  friends  told  the  Reporter 
that  she  is  in  good  spirits  although  still  weak, 
paralyzed  on  her  left  side  and  able  only  to 
whisper.  Mrs.  Hale’s  husband,  the  Rev.  Joe 
Hale,  chief  executive  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  had  told  the  Reporter  earlier  that  his 
wife  faces  a  long  rehabilitation  period. 


'SEED  LADY'  STRICKEN:  Margaret 

Whitnel  of  Fulton,  Ky.,  who  convinced  Ad¬ 
vance  Seed  Company  to  donate  50  pounds  of 
vegetable  seeds  to  Liberian  United  Methodists, 
is  recovering  in  the  coronary  care  unit  of  a  Pa¬ 
ducah,  Ky.,  hospital.  Cathy  Farmer,  editor  of 
the  Memphis  Annual  Conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter ,  said  that  Mrs.  Whitnel,  86,  ap¬ 
parently  suffered  cardiac  arrest  while  undergo¬ 
ing  surgery  on  her  knee.  She  is  reported  to  be 
improving  rapidly.  Mrs.  Whitnel  was  profiled 
in  the  July  22  issue  of  the  Reporter. 

SAGER-BROWN  REUNION:  a  gala 

reunion  is  scheduled  for  persons  who  attended 
the  Sager-Brown  School  in  Baldwin,  La.,  on 
Aug.  5-7.  Sager-Brown  rose  from  the  ashes  of 
the  Civil  War  in  1867,  serving  as  an  orphanage 
for  African-American  children.  It  later  became 
known  as  an  elite  school  and  was  purchased 
for  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Women’s  Division  in  1921.  However,  the 
school  closed  in  1978.  People  interested  in  the 
reunion  activities  should  call  (318)  923-6238. 


Faith  at  work 


Sense  of  purpose  and  spiritual  development 
are  crucial  to  healthy  aging,  says  expert 


An  elderly 
United 
Methodist 
receives 
communion 
from  her 
lastor.  Eugene 
Bianchi,  an 
expert  on 
pirituality  and 
aging,  asked 
nore  than  100 
older 
Americans  like 
her  to  share 
heir  secrets  of 
successful 
aging  (see 
iccompanying 


By  ELAINE  JUSTICE 

People  over  55  no  longer  have 
to  face  their  lives  with  a  certain 
desperation,  contends  an  Emory 
University  expert  on  spirituality 
and  aging. 

Instead,  older  Americans  can 
leant  how  to  see  opportunities  that 
don’t  waste  the  potential  that,  con¬ 
trary  to  popular  concepts,  doesn’t 
diminish  as  one  ages. 

Eugene  Bianchi,  an  expert  on 
spirituality  and  aging,  asked 
more  than  100  older  Americans 
to  share  their  secrets  of  success¬ 
ful  aging.  His  new  book,  Elder 
Wisdom :  Crafting  Your  Own  El- 
derhood,  chronicles  the  results. 

Life's  meaning 

“Elders  need  to  think  about 
how  to  stay  in  society  as  central 
players  and  not  be  propelled  to 
the  periphery  of  life,”  he  ex¬ 
plained.  “The  book  is  about  tak¬ 
ing  a  new  look  at  our  individual 
aging  experiences  and  finding 
paths  that  will  help  us  move  to¬ 
ward  elderhood  in  more  promis¬ 
ing  ways.” 

Elder  Wisdom  draws  readers 
into  the  lives  of  older  Americans 
so  that  they  can  apply  the  “elder 
wisdom”  of  others  to  themselves. 

Some  of  the  book’s  mentors 
are  celebrities,  such  as  former 


President  Jimmy  Carter,  an  ac¬ 
tive  Southern  Baptist  layman, 
and  South  Africa  Anglican  Arch¬ 
bishop  Desmond  Tutu.  Most, 
however,  are  ordinary  people 
with  a  variety  of  educational  and 
occupational  backgrounds. 

Seeing  realistically 

“These  people  have  a  pretty 
good  ability  to  see  themselves  re¬ 
alistically,”  said  Mr.  Bianchi. 
“They’re  willing  to  see  the  ups 
and  downs  of  life  for  what  they 
are  and  not  cover  them  up. 

“One  woman  said  that  the  best 
thing  about  getting  older  is  that 
you  can  be  more  open  and  speak 
your  mind.  There’s  a  tremendous 
sense  of  freedom  in  that.” 

When  it  comes  to  finding 
meaning  in  life,  these  elder  men¬ 
tors  stressed  the  importance  of 
cultivating  a  sense  of  purpose. 

“This  purpose  doesn’t  have  to 
be  world  shaking,  but  something 
that  enthuses  you,”  said  Mr. 
Bianchi.  Some  elders  emphasized 
the  pursuit  of  lifelong  learning 
and  teaching;  others  cited  com¬ 
mitment  to  a  valuable  goals, 
whether  personal,  familial,  politi¬ 
cal  or  social. 

“Creative  elders  all  seem  to  be 
reaching  out  in  some  way,”  he 
said. 


For  many  elders,  purpose  and 
meaning  in  life  are  tied  to  spiritu¬ 
ality,  which  may  or  may  note  be 
found  in  conventional  religion. 

“A  key  feature  about  the  reli¬ 
giousness  of  creative  older  per¬ 
sons  is  that  their  spirituality  is  in 


the  making;  it  is  a  search  for 
meaning  based  on  real  life  expe¬ 
riences,”  said  Mr.  Bianchi. 

Sometimes  these  experiences 
lead  people  back  to  their  child¬ 
hood  roots;  sometimes  the  path 
leads  in  new  direction.  But  what¬ 


ever  their  beliefs,  said  Mr.  Bian¬ 
chi,  “reflective  elders  are  shaping 
their  own  spirituality;  it’s  not 
something  dictated  to  them." 

Ms.  Justice  writes  for  Emory 
University's  news  service. 


By  2000.  .  . 
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One  half  of  the 
9  million  United 
Methodists  will 
be  60  years  of 
age  or  older. 


Only  20-30% 
of  clergy  report 
having  seminary 
coursework 
in  gerontology- 
'  topics. 


UMR  GRAPHIC  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


Faith  eases  potential  aches  and  pains  of  aging 


Religious  people  perceive  themselves  as  less 
disabled  and  experience  less  pain  than  do  those 
with  similar  health  problems  but  without  a 
strong  faith  in  God. 


By  HAROLD  G.  KOENIG 
and  ANDREW  J.  WEAVER 

In  less  than  10  years,  one  half 
of  all  9  million  United  Method¬ 
ists  will  be  60  or  older. 

This  staggering  statistic  has 
prompted  researchers  at  United 
Methodist-related  Duke  Univer¬ 
sity  Medical  Center  to  study  the 
relationship  between  religion,  ag¬ 
ing  and  health. 

Published  studies  from  this 
work,  along  with  research  from 
other  scientists  across  America, 
have  consistently  demonstrated  a 
positive  association  between  reli¬ 
gious  commitment  and  health  in 
later  life. 

These  studies  indicate  that 
one-quarter  to  one-third  of  older 
adults  find  religion  the  most  im¬ 
portant  factor  that  enables  them 
to  cope  with  physical  illness  and 
other  stresses. 


For  older  Americans  (particu¬ 
larly  older  African-Americans) 
the  local  church  represents  a  vital 
source  of  support  and  compan¬ 
ionship. 

People  of  faith  who  attended 
church  frequently  have  lower 
blood  pressure  and  fewer  strokes; 
lower  rates  of  depression,  anxiety 
and  alcoholism;  higher  life  satis¬ 
faction  and  greater  well-being; 
and  adapt  better  to  the  rigors  of 
physical  illness  and  disability. 

Furthermore,  religious  people 
perceive  themselves  as  less  dis¬ 
abled  and  experience  less  pain 
than  do  those  with  similar  health 


problems  but  without  a  strong 
faith  in  God. 

Research  shows  that  religious 
commitment  changes  over  time. 

Sixty  percent  of  older  people 
report  they  have  become  more 
devout  with  age,  whereas  35  per¬ 
cent  indicate  no  change. 

While  religious  conversion  has 
been  usually  considered  a  phe¬ 
nomenon  of  youth,  a  revealing 
pattern  emerges  when  older 
adults  are  asked  about  changes  in 
their  faith. 

In  a  study  of  850  hospitalized 
men  age  65  or  over,  one  third  re¬ 
ported  having  a  religious  experi¬ 


ence  that  changed  their  lives;  42 
percent  experienced  this  change 
after  age  50. 

These  research  findings  have 
very  important  implications  as  in 
addressing  the  direction  of  evan¬ 
gelism  and  ministry  for  churches 
now  and  in  the  2 1  st  century. 

Research  documenting  the 
above  associations  have  been 
published  in  a  book  titled  Aging 
and  God. 

Training  pastors  in  the  pastoral 
care  needs  of  the  aging  is  particu¬ 
larly  important  given  that  70  to  80 
percent  of  clergy  report  having  no 
seminary  coursework  in  gerontolo¬ 
gy  (age-related)  subjects. 

Dr.  Koenig  is  director  of  the 
Duke  University  Medical  Center 
program  on  religion  and  health. 
Dr.  Weaver  is  clinical  director  of 
the  Church  Counseling  and  Ca¬ 
reer  Center  in  Los  Angeles. 


Consecrating  one  daughter,  ordaining  another  is  bishop's  high  moment 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

In  a  hectic  week  in  June,  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Lance  Webb 
helped  ordain  one  daughter  as  a  dea¬ 
con  in  Texas  then  flew  to  Minnesota 
to  attend  the  consecration  of  another 
daughter  as  a  diaconal  minister. 

Historically,  dozens  of  bishops’ 
sons  have  become  ordained.  How¬ 
ever,  to  date  only  a  handful  of  bish¬ 
ops’  daughters  are  ordained,  and  no 
official  with  The  United  Methodist 
Church  could  give  the  Reporter  an 
accurate  count  of  them. 

The  84-year-old  bishop  said  the 
Rev.  Jeanne  Webb  Davis’  ordina¬ 
tion  and  Mary  Webb  Edlund’s  con¬ 
secration  were  the  high  moments  of 
his  life. 

Pastor,  author 

High  moments  are  no  stranger  to 
Bishop  Webb,  who  served  two  dis¬ 
tinguished  United  Methodist 
churches — North  Broadway  in  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio,  and  University  Park 
in  Dallas — as  pastor  before  his  elec¬ 
tion  as  bishop. 

In  addition,  he  is  the  author  of  14 
books  including  “The  Art  of  Personal 


Prayer.”  Prayer  is  his  greatest 
strength,  he  said.  He  has  been  a  spiri¬ 
tual  consultant  for  The  Upper  Room 
for  many  years,  he  continued. 

Bishop  Webb  and  his  late  wife 
Elizabeth  Hunt  Webb  had  three 
daughters:  Jeanne,  Mary  and 
Mary’s  twin  Ruth  Webb  Lindstrom, 
all  of  whom  are  in  some  form  of 
ministry.  Ms.  Lindstrom  is  a  read¬ 
ing  specialist  for  low  achievers. 

Ms.  Davis,  59,  is  the  oldest  by 
more  than  seven  years. 

“I  have  been  my  father’s  only  son 
since  I  was  bom,”  Ms.  Davis  said, 
laughing.  “I  was  carrying  his  golf 
clubs  around  when  I  was  5  years  old. 

“My  whole  life  was  centered  on 
what  my  father  was  doing  and  what 
it  meant,”  she  continued.  “I  was  al¬ 
ways  interested  in  what  adults  were 
talking  about — theology,  I  guess,  al¬ 
though  I  wouldn’t  have  called  it 
that.” 

Ms.  Davis  married  a  Methodist 
preacher,  the  late  David  B.  Davis, 
became  a  public  school  music 
teacher,  a  vocalist  and  organist. 
But,  she  said,  she  always  always  felt 
frustrated  and  trapped  behind  the 
organ. 


She  said  she  was  convinced  from 
an  early  age  that  she  was  called  to 
preach.  In  fact,  she  wrote  in  a  recent 
newsletter,  her  husband  used  to  jok¬ 
ingly  call  her  “Brother  Jeanne.” 

But  ordained  ministry  wasn’t 
open  to  women  when  she  was  youn¬ 
ger,  she  said. 

Ms.  Davis  serves  Morris  Memori¬ 
al  United  Methodist  Church  in  Chi¬ 
co,  Texas,  a  pastorate  in  the  North 
Texas  Annual  Conference. 

“This  is  where  I  belong,”  she 
said,  her  voice  bubbling  with  happi¬ 
ness.  “This  is  what  I  should  be  do¬ 
ing.” 

Consecrated,  editor 

Meanwhile,  her  sister  Mary  Ed- 
lund  has  been  associate  in  commu¬ 
nications  for  the  church’s 
Minnesota  Annual  Conference  for 
more  than  four  years. 

Ms.  Edlund  is  editor  of  The  Lead¬ 
er,  the  Minnesota  Conference  edi¬ 
tion  of  The  United  Methodist 
Review,  a  sister  publication  of  the 
Reporter.  She  is  active  in  national 
Christian  communications  organi¬ 
zations. 

In  addition,  she  is  known  in  the 
Minnesota  Conference  for  her  poet¬ 
ry  and  her  “deep  spirituality,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  council  director  the  Rev. 
Patricia  Brink  Hinker. 

“Mary  is  a  note  of  grace  and  wit¬ 
ness  in  all  her  relationships  with 
people,”  she  said. 

Some  people  were  surprised  .that 
Ms.  Edlund  felt  it  was  necessary  to 
become  a  diaconal  minister  because 
it  wasn’t  essential  to  her  ministry  as 
a  communicator. 

But  Ms.  Hinker  said  that  it  was 
an  inner  call  that  led  Ms.  Edlund  to 

Bishop  Lance  Webb  with 
his  daughters  Ruth 
Lindstrom  (from  left), 

Mary  Edlund  and  the  Rev. 
Jeanne  Davis,  all  of 
whom  are  in  some  form 
of  ministry. 


the  diaconate,  a  “set  apart”  lay 
ministry  dedicated  to  service  which 
is  officially  recognized  by  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

And  like  her  sister,  Jeanne,  Ms. 
Edlund  expresses  joy  in  following 
her  calling. 


Following  her  consecration  Ms. 
Edlund  was  invited  to  be  one  of  the 
spiritual  directors  at  a  Cursillo 
weekend,  an  ecumenical  spiritual 
growth  program  similar  to  the  inter¬ 
denominational  Walk  to  Emmaus. 

All  of  the  other  spiritual  directors 


were  clergy,  she  said.  If  she  had  not 
been  consecrated,  she  said  she 
might  not  have  had  the  opportunity 
to  serve  in  that  capacity. 

“It  was  a  deepening  experience 
for  me  to  know  I  really  am  in  minis¬ 


try,”  she  said. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  add  $  10.80  For  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  adver¬ 
tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries  needed  to  continue  strong  program.  For 
growing  1350-member  multi-staff  church  locat¬ 
ed  in  county-seat,  university  town  between  Aus- 
tin  and  San  Antonio.  Salary  negotiable 
depending  upon  experience  and  training.  Send 
resume  to:  Rev.  Bill  Henderson,  First  UMC, 

1 29  W.  Hutchison,  San  Marcos,  TX  78666. 

for  dynamic  3000-member  church  on  Florida 
Gulf  coast.  Experience  as  choir  director/organ¬ 
ist  with  enthusiasm  and  aptitude  for  expanding 
the  church  music  program  required.  Attractive 
salary  and  benefits  package  available.  Send  re¬ 
sume,  by  September  I,  1994,  to:  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  Englewood  United  Methodist  Church, 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  position:  A 

550  members  seeking  person  with  youth  ministry 

METRO  DIRECTOR.  THE  CHICAGO  Melro- 

474-5588,  Fax:(813)475-2865. 

experience  and  training.  Compensation  negotia¬ 
ble.  Resume  and  references  to:  Janet  Imig, 
Wheatland  Salem  United  Methodist  Church,  1 1 

RO)  is  searching  for  new  half-time  Executive 
Director.  Persons  of  color,  both  clergy  and  lay 
as  well  as  persons  who  have  abilities  in  lan- 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  PART-TIME.  600-mem¬ 

ber  church,  begin  August  14.  Send  resume  to: 
Wylie  UMC,  Box  297,  Wylie,  TX  75098. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  Adult 
Ministries  needed  for  1000-member  church. 
Personality  with  spark  and  enthusiasm  re¬ 
quired.  Experience  and  education  preferred, 
competitive  salary.  Resume,  references  to:  Dr. 
Ed  Williamson,  P.O.  Box  527,  Hereford,  TX 
79045. 

couraged  to  apply.  Salary/benefits 
approximately  S 1 6,000/approximately _20 
hours/week.  Resumes  by  August  1,  1994:  The 
Reverend  Gregory  Dell.  Euclid  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church,  405  S.  Euclid  Avenue,  Oak 
Park,  IL  60302. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries  wanted  to  assume  responsibilities  for  well 
established  youth  program  at  1000+  member 
church  in  NW  Houston  suburb.  Experience  re¬ 
quired.  Degree  preferred.  Submit  resume  and 
references  by  September  1,  1994:  CUMC,  attn: 
Mike  Riggs,  13403  Cypress  N.  Houston,  Cy¬ 
press,  TX  77429. 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  AND 

Fine  Arts  for  a  3100-member  United  Methodist 
Church.  Adult  choir,  youth  and  children’s  mu¬ 
sic  ministries,  handbells.  Music  degree  and  ex¬ 
perience  in  coordinating  a  diverse,  large  church 
music  program  required.  Salary  and  benefits 
commensurate  with  experience.  Resume,  refer¬ 
ences  to:  Dr.  Mark  Allen  Doty,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1838,  Corpus 
Christi,  TX  78403. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Minis¬ 

tries  for  3200-member  United  Methodist 
Church.  Two  adult  choirs,  youth  choir,  2  chil¬ 
dren’s  choirs,  handbells.  Music  degree  required 
with  experience  in  choral  conducting.  Salary 
and  benefits  commensurate  with  experience. 
Resume,  references  to:  Wiley  Walker,  Music 
Search  Committee,  Chapel  Hill  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  2717  West  Hefner  Road,  Oklaho- 
maCity,  OK  73120. 

LARGE  CHURCH  ADJACENT  TO  Universi¬ 

ty  of  Michigan  campus  needs  Director  of 
Youth  and  Children’s  Ministries.  Full-time  po¬ 
sition  working  with  youth  and  their  families. 
Ministries  include:  volunteer  coordination  for 
Sunday  School,  youth  groups,  and  special  pro¬ 
grams;  degree  in  related  field.  Excellent  pay 
and  benefits.  Please  send  resume  to:  Rev.  Tom 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  First 

UMC,  Joshua,  TX.  850  members.  Salarv 
$1 1,040.  Resume  to:  Mike  Ramsdell,  Box  376, 
Joshua,  TX  76058,  or  call  (817)  558-980 1 . 

Church,  120  S.  State  St.,  Ann  Arbor.  MI 
48104. 

DIRECTOR  /dUSIC  MINISTRIES  Saint 
Stephen  United  Methodist  Church,  Amarillo. 
Texas.  1600-member  suburban  church.  376 
people  in  program.  Includes  9  choral,  6  hand- 
bell  choirs.  Send  resume:  Music  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  4600  South  Western,  Amarillo,  TX 
79109  or  call  Sharon  Tunnell  (806)  355-7271. 

DIRECTOR  OF  HEALTH^ SERVICES.  Jled 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries  wanted  to  assume  responsibilities  for  well 
established  youth  program  at  2000  +  member 

tucky  seeks  person  to  coordinate  and  supervise 
delivery  of  health  services.  Cultural  respect  and 
understanding  necessaiy  in  addition  to  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  Christ  and  His  work.  Bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  in  Hospital  or  Business  Administration  or 
five  years  related  experience  required.  Person¬ 
nel  Director,  Red  Bird  Mission,  Beverly,  KY 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  AN  Organist 

(part-time  positions)  sought  for  750-member 
church  in  Southwest  Houston.  Desire  variety  of 

perience  preferred.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  FUMC,  P.O.  Box  773,  Temple,  TX 
76503. 

sive  music  program.  Direct  inquiries/applica¬ 
tions  to:  Search  Committee,  5501  Beechnut, 
Houston,  TX  77096. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR,  Cen- 

tral  Illinois  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 
Date  of  selection  December  3,  1994.  Appoint¬ 
ment  effective  July  1,  1995.  contact:  Mary 
Kathryn  Pearce.  P.O.  Box  515,  Bloomington, 

IL  61702-0515  for  application  forms.  Deadline 

40913.(606)  598-3155.  | 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  VOCAL  Music 

for  congregation  averaging  over  850  in  worship. 
Saint  Joseph  United  Methodist,  6004  Reed 
Road,  Fort  Wayne.  IN  46835.  (219)  485-9681. 

RESUMES  ARE  BEING  ACCEPTED  for  the 

full-time  position  of  Pastor  of  Discipleship 

Ministries  at  Wesley  UMC,  Bethlehem,  PA. 
Growing  650-member  church  seeks  ordained 
person  to  develop  people-centered  ministries, 
with  strong  lay  involvement.  Contact  immedi¬ 
ately  the  Rev.  J.  William  Lentz,  Jr.,  424  Center 
St..  Bethlehem.  PA  18018-6066.  Available  Sep¬ 
tember  1.  1994. 

September  1,  1994.  

ELEGANT  METHODIST  WATCHES:  White 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED.  2900-mem¬ 

ber  church  on  southeast  Florida  coast.  Growing 
youth  ministry.  Experience  preferred.  Contact: 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  539,  Stuart,  FL  34995. 

face  with  black  cross  and  red  flames.  Roman 
numerals  are  etched  into  the  gold  case  circling 
the  crystal,  black  leather  band.  Send  $30  plus 
$1  for  shipping  (designate  mens  or  ladies)  to: 
Faith  UMC,  P.O.  Box  299,  Hamshire,  TX 

WANTED  CHURCH  SECRETARY  for  United 

Methodist  Church  in  Arlington,  Texas.  20 
hours  a  week.  8:30  am  -  2:30  pm.  Computer 
skill  needed.  Call:  (817)  275-2330.  If  you  would 
like  to  ease  back  into  the  work  force  this  is  your 

FOR  BEST  SEATS  AT  THE  GREAT  Passion 

Play  in  Eureka  Springs.  Ark.,  reserve  now  at  Kel¬ 
ler’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  1 2  or 
more)!  Just  $30  each  includes  lodging,  meals,  tax¬ 
es,  and  best  ($12.50)  tickets!  Call  (501)  253-8418. 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507. 

and  Youth  Ministries:  Full-time.  Christian 
Education  degree  or  other  teacher  training  and 
experience  required.  Call  for  information  or 
send  resume:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
201  W.  North  St.,  Decatur.  IL  62522.  Phone: 
(217)423-9711. 

FOOTSTEPS  OF  ST  PAUL  TOUR  of  Turkey 

(Asia  Minor),  "World’s  Largest  Outdoor  Muse¬ 
um."  October  16  -  November  3.  $2,121  all-in¬ 
clusive  from  New  York.  Tour  conductor  Bill 
Coston,  Valencia  UMC.  (714)  879-6130  or 
(714)961-1960. 
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A  recipe  request 
that  could  use 
assistance 


As  a  bishop,  I  get  many  interesting  and  unusual  requests.  One  of 
these  recently  came  in  the  form  of  a  letter  from  the  Ways  and  Means 
committee  of  the  Pleasant  St.  United  Methodist  Church  in  Salem, 
New  Hampshire. 

This  committee  has  come  to  a  conclusion  that  it  would  be  beneficial 
to  the  church  to  create  a  cook  book  for  mission  fund-raising  which 
would  include  recipes  from  all  the  bishops  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  problem  is,  I  do  not  cook  well  enough  to  submit  a  recipe  and  I 
am  not  sure  that  Marilyn’s  great  lasagna  recipe  would  really  be  repre¬ 
sentative  of  Louisiana.  Therefore,  I  have  a  request.  Any  good  Louisiana 
Methodist  who  reads  this  column,  and  is  so  inclined,  is  invited  to  sub¬ 
mit  your  favorite  recipe  by  sending  it  to  me  as  soon  as  possible.  What  I 
receive  will  be  passed  on  to  the  committee  and  I  will  let  the  committee 
decide  which  to  use.  Send  recipes  to  Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  527 
North  Bird.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

I  would  urge  the  recipe  to  be  one  with  Louisiana  flavor  as  the  letter 
indicated  that  they  would  accept  several  recipes  from  each  bishop.  If  no 
recipes  are  received,  I  will  draw  one  of  two  conclusions:  very  few  people 
are  reading  my  column,  or  more  likely,  very  few  people  want  to  give 
away  their  secret  recipes. 

I  will  be  interested  in  the  responses. 


51  CCYM  teens  and  adults 
attend  Mt.  Sequoyah  JYMO 


Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  officers  for  1994-95  are  pic¬ 
tured  during  JYMO  at  Mt.  Sequoyah.  They  are:  FRONT  ROW, 
FROM  LEFT,  Karen  Edenfield,  Jon  Richardson,  Brigette  Bearden, 
Betty  Smith,  and  Faye  Ross,  executive  and  YSF  committee  members. 
SECOND  ROW,  FROM  LEFT,  Rev.  Roger  Templeton,  Conference  di¬ 
rector  of  youth  and  campus  ministries;  Brian  Mercer,  vice  president; 
Kristin  Hunt,  president,  and  Thomas  Wright,  secretary. 


'Called  to  Learn,  Called  to  Teach' 

Christian  Education  Sunday  slated 


Around  the 
Conference 


Christian  Education  Sunday, 
with  the  theme,  “Called  to  Leant 
and  Called  to  Teach”  will  be  ob¬ 
served  Aug.  28  in  local  Louisiana 
Conference  Churches,  Dianne  Wil¬ 
kinson,  publicity  chair  for  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Christian  Education 
Fellowship,  said. 

“On  this  special  date,  your  con¬ 
gregation  is  invited  to  proclaim  the 
importance  of  the  ministry  of  teach- 
ing  and  learning  that  occurs 
throughout  the  life  of  the  church,” 
she  said. 

Each  local  church  is  asked  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  Christian  education  offering 
which  will  support  the  work  of 
Christian  education  within  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

Persons  desiring  to  obtain  enve¬ 
lopes  for  the  offering  may  contact 
Wilkinson,  318-251-0750.  Serving 
with  her  as  officers  of  LACEF  for 
1994-95  are  Ann  Watson,  presi¬ 
dent;  Linda  Fox,  secretary;  Sue  Kel¬ 
ly,  membership,  and  Carolyn  Dove, 
treasurer. 

Louisiana  United  Methodist,  the 

Conference  newspaper,  will  have  a 
special  page  on  Christian  Education 
Sunday  on  Aug.  19. 

District  Team  Members  for  Sun¬ 
day  School  Teaching  Equipping 
Process  (SSTEP)  were  commis¬ 
sioned  at  Annual  Conference.  They 
have  been  trained  and  are  ready  to 
assist  local  churches.  District  facili¬ 
tators,  available  to  conduct  work¬ 
shops,  are  listed  in  the  SSTEP 
Directory  distributed  through  the 
recent  Coordinated  Mailing. 


Among  young 
people  from 
Louisiana  at¬ 
tending  the  Ju¬ 
risdictional 
Youth  Ministries 
Organization  re¬ 
cently  at  Mt.  Se¬ 
quoyah  in 
Fayetteville, 
Ark.,  was  Duane 
Samuel  Clark. 


Duane  Samuel 
Clark 


Lined  up  behind  officials  on  the  stage  at  Annual  Conference  are 
District  Team  members  for  Sunday  School  Teacher  Equipping  Pro¬ 
cess  (SSTEP)  who  were  commissioned  at  the  session  in  June. 

Here's  how  United  Methodists 
can  help  Rawanda  refugees 


United  Methodist  members  and 
others  have  felt  sympathy  for  the 
plight  of  the  Rawandan  refugees 
and  many  have  said  they  want  to 
help.  CNN  and  USA  Today  have 
listed  among  agencies  aiding  the 
cause,  that  of  Church  World  Service 
which  is  one  way  the  UM  church 
contributes  to  many  emergencies. 

However,  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  has  approved  a 
churchwide  Appeal  and  “Campaign 


Members  of  the  Billy  Joe  Wiggins  family  of  Hall  Summit  UMC  are 
pictured  above  with  the  pastor,  Rev.  Bill  Sirman,  SEATED  on  the 
front  row  with  the  children.  The  pastor  recently  baptized  seven  of 
the  Wiggins  and  seven  of  the  total  group  were  received  into  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  church.  Following  VISION  2000  suggestions  present¬ 
ed  in  1992,  the  church  now  has  four  Sunday  school  classes  for 
children  and  youth.  A  Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  with  Cross¬ 
roads  UMC. 


for  Africa”  which  will  continue  for 
five  years.  Funds  will  be  used  for 
refugee  emergency  situations;  since 
the  crisis  is  currently  with  the 
Rawanda  refugees  funds  will  be 
used  to  aid  them. 

One  may  contribute  through  local 
churches  by  putting  the  following 
information  on  checks  made  out  to 
the  local  church;  Advance  Special 
101275-4. 

In  addition,  a  coalition  that  in¬ 
cludes  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief,  Church  World 
Service,  the  YMCA  and  a  number 
of  other  agencies  and  denomina¬ 
tions  are  working  to  raise  $9  million 
for  aid  to  the  refugees.  Their  project 
for  this  massive  and  on-going  relief 
program  is  being  called  Church 
World  Action. 

To  aid  that  project  for  Burundi/ 
Rawanda  Emergency  one  may  give 
through  the  local  church  with  a  no¬ 
tation  for  Advance  1 10265-1. 

In  Memoriam 

Gertrude  Francis,  58,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Eddie  Francis,  pastor  of  Jean- 
erette,  St.  Peter-Godman  Charge, 
died  July  23. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  St. 
Peter  UMC  in  Jeanerette  on  July 
27.  Burial  was  July  28  in  Lake 
Charles. 

In  addition  to  her  husband,  she  is 
survived  by  a  son,  Craig  Francis;  a 
daughter,  Brenda  Orpha,  and  step¬ 
daughters,  Cynthia  and  Shirley  Da¬ 
vis  and  Nadine  Brown. 


Overlooking  Mt.  Sequoyah  is  this  cross  where  some  of  the  young 
people  attending  the  Jurisdictional  Youth  Ministries  Convocation 
climbed  for  a  spectacular  view  of  the  cross  and  the  camp  grounds 
below.  In  front  is  David  McCormick.  Standing  behind  him  are, 
FROM  LEFT,  Cedric  Johnson,  Patrick  Anderson,  Matt  Crowson  and 
Steve  Carnahan. 


Louisiana  Conference  was  well  rep¬ 
resented  at  the  convocation  which 
is  a  leadership  training,  legislative 
assembly  and  spiritual  renewal  time 
for  Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries. 

Duane  is  a  member  of  St.  Mark 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  He  is  Baton 
Rouge  District  Youth  Fund  Service 
representative. 

His  sister,  Jonelle,  also  is  active 
in  the  District  Youth  Organization. 

*  *  * 

Johnelle  Kennedy,  wife  of  Dr. 
Rod  Kennedy,  pastor  of  St.  An¬ 
drew’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  principal  of  Forest  Heights 
Elementary  School  in  that  city.  She 
was  formerly  assistant  principal  of 
Park  Elementary  in  Baton  Rouge. 

*  *  * 

Louisiana  Lieutenant  Governor 
Melinda  Schwegmann  will  speak  to 
the  Asbury  (Lafayette)  United 
Methodist  Men  on  Monday,  Aug.  8, 
at  a  6:30  p.m.  dinner,  Chipper  Jas¬ 
per  Hamm,  program  director,  re¬ 
ports.  She  will  talk  about  tourism  in 
the  state.  <  t 

The  Annual  Wesley  Summer  Re¬ 
vival  is  planned  for  Aug.  7-10  at 
Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  where 
Rev.  Freddie  C.  Henderson 
Sr.  is  pastor. 

“This  is  a  series  of  services  aimed 
at  a  renewal  of  our  membership  and 
the  community,”  Henderson  said. 
Guest  choirs  from  the  area  will  join 
with  the  Wesley  choirs. 

Rev.  Robert  E.  McGee,  pastor  of 
Trinity  UMC,  Houston,  is  to  preach 
at  1 1  a.m.  Sunday,  Aug.  7,  and  6 
p.m.  each  evening. 

The  theme  will  be  “Abundant 
Life  in  Jesus  Christ:  Vision  and 
Hope.”  ... 

The  34-voice  Youth  Choir  of 
First  UMC,  Murfreesboro,  Tenn., 
presented  a  concert  titled,  “You 
Shall  Know  the  Truth  and  the 
Truth  Shall  Set  You  Free”  in  the 
sanctuary  of  Ingleside  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  Aug.  1.  Rev.  Tim  Lawson, 
pastor,  coordinated  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  youths  to  stay  in  mem¬ 
bers’  homes. 


Dr.  T.  Weber,  Emory  professor 
researches  Wesley  in  Edinburgh 


Dr.  Theodore  R.  Weber,  an  el¬ 
der  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
since  1950  who  is  a  professor  of 
social  ethics  in  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Emory  University, 
spent  a  year  in  Scotland  research¬ 
ing  a  book  on  John  Wesley’s  po¬ 
litical  thought. 

The  study  for  his  book  was 
done  at  New  College,  University 
of  Edinburgh.  Tentatively  titled 
Politics  and  the  Order  of  Salva¬ 
tion:  Transforming  Wesleyan  Po¬ 
litical  Ethics,  the  book  will  be 
published  in  the  Kingswood 
Books  Series  by  Abingdon  Press. 

Dr.  Weber  is  the  father  of  Rev. 
Robert  A.  Weber,  pastor  of 
Grace  Community  UMC  in 
Shreveport.  At  Emory  Dr.  Weber 
has  taught  many  of  our  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  ministers. 

During  his  year  in  Scotland,  he 
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also  served  as  a  member  of  the 
ministerial  staff  of  St.  Giles  Ca¬ 
thedral  in  Edinburgh,  where  the 
famous  Scottish  reformer,  John 
Knox  was  pastor  in  the  1 6th  Cen¬ 
tury. 

Dr.  Weber  said,  “In  the  first  of 
my  six  sermons  there,  I  told  that 
Presbyterian  congregation  that  I 
was  a  Methodist  preacher  from 
the  southern  part  of  the  United 
States.  I  said  I  preached  biblical 
theology  from  a  Wesleyan  per¬ 
spective  and  that  they  should  not 
expect  to  hear  orthodox  Calvin¬ 
ism  from  me  —  even  with  John 
Knox’s  statue  looking  on  disap¬ 
provingly! 

“  They  didn’t  seem  to  mind.  In 
fact,  they  asked  me  to  stay,  “  he 
said.  “I  guess  they  like  Wesleyan 
theology  better  than  Calvinism!” 


Radio  program  set  Aug.  14 
focuses  on  AIDS,  healing 

A  rnrlin  nrnrrro m  ouotlnKlo  on  coxr  1  O  o  m  •  Tunninnr  I 


See:  Louisiana  UM  Campus 
Ministry  news  from  Rev.  Roger 
Templeton  on  another  page  in 
this  issue. 


A  radio  program  available  on  sev¬ 
eral  Louisiana  stations  will  high¬ 
light  a  “Healing  Weekend” 
sponsored  by  the  West  Ohio  Annual 
Conference  of  the  UMC. 

Gary  McDaniels,  who  has  AIDS, 
and  his  parents,  Ruth  and  A1 
McDaniels,  share  their  insights  and 
experiences  on  an  edition  of  the 
“Passages”  radio  show  to  air  Aug.  1 4. 

The  family  gives  credit  to  the 
“Healing  Weekend”  as  playing  a  vi¬ 
tal  role  for  their  family  in  learning 
to  cope  in  the  midst  of  despair. 

The  weekend  events  were  started 
in  1990  by  the  conference’s  AIDS 
Ministry  committee  and  are  de¬ 
signed  for  persons  with  AIDS,  HIV¬ 
positive  persons  and  their  families. 

Rev.  Wayne  Fowler  of  Picqua, 
Ohio,  who  has  been  instrumental  in 
developing  the  campus,  said  the 
main  purpose  is  “to  bring  healing  to 
families  before  the  death  of  their 
family  members  and  to  help  them 
deal  with  the  disease.” 

The  award-winning  radio  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  carried  in  Louisiana  in 
Alexandria,  KQID  FM,  93.1,  check 
local  listing  for  day  and  time;  Jen¬ 
nings  KJEF  AM,  1290,  Sunday  at 


10  a.m.  ;  Jennings,  KJEF  FM,  92.7, 
Sundays  at  10  a.m.  and  Shreveport 
KEEL  AM,  710,  check  local  listing 
for  day  and  time. 

The  award-winning  radio  program 
has  been  described  as  an  audio  jour¬ 
nal  in  which  people  share  their  sto¬ 
ries  of  failure,  suffering  and  hope. 


Insurance  agents 
may  submit  bids 

The  Louisiana  Conference 
Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  invites  interested 
agents  to  submit  conceptual 
bids  to  service  the  conference 
property  and  casualty  insurance 
needs. 

Agents  may  apply  by  sending 
their  name,  company  name  and 
address  to  the:  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Financial  Office,  527 
North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70802-5720.  Deadline  is 
Aug.  31,  1994. 

A  packet  providing  guidelines 
and  further  information  will  be 
provided. 
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Here  hangs  a  tale  of  sacred  story 


"I  love  to  tell  the  story 

Might  the  words  of  this  old 
hymn  provide  a  due  for  creating 
and  cementing  people’s  ties  to  the 
church? 

The  Rev.  Andrew  M.  Greeley, 
best-selling  Roman  Catholic  au¬ 
thor  and  sociologist  thinks  so — 
and  he’s  not  alone. 

Writing  in  a  recent  issue  of  The 
New  York  Times  Magazine,  Dr. 
Greeley  stated  that  “intelligent 
and  well-educated”  people  contin¬ 
ue  to  be  Roman  Catholic  because 
their  church  “has  great  stories.” 

Likewise,  a  predominantly 
United  Methodist  group,  the  Net¬ 
work  of  Biblical  Storytellers,  finds 
that  telling  Bible  stories  in  a  way 
that  intersects  with  people’s  lives 
renews  a  congregation. 

“People  live  in  a  story;  there’s  a 
narrative  shape  to  experience,” 
said  the  Rev.  Tom  Boomershine. 
He’s  a  United  Methodist  who  is  a 
leader  of  the  network,  which  meets 
this  week  at  Duke  University  Di¬ 
vinity  School  in  Durham,  N.C. 

“Stories  of  religion  tell  well.  In 
fact,  shared  narrative  is  what 
makes  us  a  community.” 

In  other  words,  say  Dr.  Greeley 
and  Dr.  Boomershine,  stories  be¬ 
come  a  kind  of  “soul  glue”  that 
gives  comfort  in  sorrow,  courage 
amid  challenges,  strength  in  adver¬ 
sity  and  meaning  throughout  our 
lives. 

The  results  of  such  sacred  story¬ 
telling  shouldn’t  surprise  us.  The 
experience  of  our  Catholic  sisters 
and  brothers  shows  that  it  is  hard 
to  discard  a  heritage  whose  stories 
help  hold  life  together  in  a  chaotic 
and  broken  world. 

Then,  too,  Methodism  in  its  ear¬ 
liest  days  was  a  narrative  move¬ 
ment.  John  Wesley’s  weekly 
classes  for  believers  revolved 
around  telling  one  another  the  sto¬ 
ries  of  how  one  fared  in  practicing 
the  Christian  faith. 

Thus  Methodists  and  other 


PHOTO  SY  SKJOLD 

Bible  stories  and  tales  from  grandparents'  youth  are  ways  to  link  together  generations  of  Christians. 
They  also  can  be  ways  to  introduce  others  to  the  living  Christ  or  to  give  our  lives  meaning  in  the 
midst  of  a  chaotic  and  broken  world.  We  need  to  hear  and  tell  the  stories  of  our  faith  more  often 
than  we  realize  (see  related  editorial  at  left). 


Editorial 

Protestants  added  a  vital  dimen¬ 
sion  to  storytelling,  namely,  that 
people  are  drawn  to  other  people 
who  live  out  the  themes  of  the  sto¬ 
ries  they  preach  and  teach. 

Perhaps  the  “story”  these  re¬ 
newed  insights  into  telling  tales 
imparts  to  us  is  simply  this;  We 


need  stories. 

We  need  stories  from  the  Bible 
that  will  bring  people  into  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  living  Christ.  We 
need  stories  to  help  us  grow  to  ma¬ 
turity  in  the  Christian  faith.  And 
we  need  stories  to  help  us  stay 
within  the  covenant  of  the 
church — sometimes  despite  our 
conflicts  with  the  institution. 

With  this  insight  in  mind,  we 
encourage  congregations  to  use  the 


remaining  occasions  of  summer — - 
such  as  vacation  Bible  schools  and 
church  camps — to  tell  the  stories 
of  our  faith.  Likewise,  we  encour¬ 
age  you  to  look  for  times  to  tell 
such  stories  more  often  all  year 
’round. 

Whether  we  tell  stories  from  the 
Bible  or  from  our  lives  as  Chris¬ 
tians,  our  telling  renews  us  and 
places  us  in  the  never-ending  sto¬ 
ries  of  God’s  people. 


'With/  not  'to/  must  be 
our  goal  for  ministry 


By  ROBERT  CASE 

In  1964,  I  was  teaching  at 
McMinnville  Central  High  School. 
During  lunch,  the  health  and  physi¬ 
cal  education  teacher  asked  me  to 
look  at  the  child  standing  in  the  door. 

When  I  looked  my  eyes  caught  the 
eyes  of  a  girl.  1  looked  into  dead  eyes. 

The  teacher,  Mrs.  Roland,  brought 
the  child  into  the  cafleria  and  fixed 
her  a  plate  of  food.  You  see,  the  child 
had  nothing  to  eat  that  day  and  very 
little  the  day  before. 

I  can  still  see  that  child’s  eyes. 
They  have  haunted  me  for  30  years. 

Of  course  we  made  sure  that  the 
child  had  food  after  that  experi¬ 
ence.  However,  none  of  us  became 
personally  involved  in  her  life. 

We  were  in  ministry  to  the  child, 
but  we  were  never  in  ministry  with 
the  child. 

When  I  was  an  associate  minister, 
I  had  the  responsibility  of  dealing 
with  individuals  that  came  to  the 
church  asking  for  help.  One  day  Ma¬ 
jor  Tosh  and  I  were  visiting  in  my  of¬ 
fice.  A  man  came  in  asking  for  a 
meal.  When  I  looked  at  him  I  looked 
into  another  set  of  dead  eyes. 

Major  Tosh  said  to  him,  “We 
have  fed  you,  we  have  bought 
clothes  for  you,  we  have  housed  you 
for  ten  years.  But  we  have  never 
helped  you.  Ten  years  ago  you  were 
living  on  the  streets  addicted  to  al¬ 
cohol  and  today  you  are  living  on 
the  street  addicted  to  alcohol.” 

A  few  months  later,  we  heard  that 
he  died  in  a  shed  alone  one  night. 
We  fed  him,  clothed  him  and  pro¬ 
vided  housing  for  10  years,  but  we 
never  helped  him.  We  were  in  min¬ 
istry  to  the  man  but  we  were  never 
in  ministry  with  him. 

Both  of  these  stories  occurred  in 
the  area  I  now  serve  as  a  district  su¬ 
perintendent.  The  poverty  rate  in 
the  area  I  serve  is  1 8.6  percent  com¬ 
pared  to  15.7  percent  in  Tennessee 
and  13.1  percent  in  the  U.S. 

The  United  Methodist  General 


Here  I  Stand 


The  Rev.  Robert 

Iks.  t&i  Jl 

superintendent  of 

f-y  r 

the  Cookeville 

[  ■*-"  l 

District  of  the 

\T  A 

Tennessee  Annual 

V  .A 

Conference. 

Council  on  Ministries  reports  that 
the  area  I  serve  has  one  of  the  high¬ 
est  poverty  rates  in  the  nation.  In 
one  county  40  percent  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  live  in  poverty. 

We  are  called  by  God  to  be  in 
ministry  with  all  persons.  In  some 
instances  we  have  been  in  ministry 
to  persons  but  we  have  not  been  in 
ministry  with  them.  There  is  a  tre¬ 
mendous  difference  between  being 
in  ministry  with  our  brothers  and 
sisters  rather  than  being  in  ministry 
to  our  brothers  and  sisters. 

“To”  means:  in  the  direction  of, 
the  receiver  of  the  action,  to  indi¬ 
cate  the  object  of  a  claim.  “With” 
means:  when  two  or  more  persons 
are  together,  near  each  other,  in 
agreement,  harmony. 

Ministry  to  means  welfare.  Minis¬ 
try  with  means  providing  meaning¬ 
ful  employment. 

Ministry  to  means  a  housing  proj¬ 
ect.  Ministry  with  means  every  per¬ 
son  having  a  place  to  call  their  own. 

Ministry  to  means  shame.  Minis¬ 
try  with  means  self-worth. 

Ministry  to  means  benevolence. 
Ministry  with  means  independence. 

Ministry  to  means  charity.  Minis¬ 
try  with  means  love. 

Ministry  to  means  existence. 
Ministry  with  means  hope. 

Ministry  to  means  dead  eyes. 
Ministry  with  means  alive  eyes. 

Ministry  to  means  delivering  so¬ 
cial  services.  Ministry  with  means 
sharing  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 


Our  UMW  really  'cut  the  mustard'  getting  seeds  for  Liberia 


The  United  Methodist  Women’s 
unit  of  North  Highland  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Aberdeen, 
S.D.,  where  I  am  pastor,  consists  of 
12  women  in  a  church  of  76  mem¬ 
bers.  One  of  our  members,  Evelyn 
Blumer,  brought  to  our  June  meet¬ 
ing  a  copy  of  Denise  Johnson  Sto¬ 
vall’s  article  in  the  Reporter  about 
gathering  seeds  for  Liberia  (see  re¬ 
lated  article,  UMR,  July  22). 

At  the  time  my  mother  was  visit¬ 
ing  from  Indiana.  She  gave  me  $10 
for  seeds  before  she  returned  home. 
While  waiting  for  her  plane  to 
leave,  I  was  telling  someone  in  the 
airport  about  the  project.  The  wom¬ 
an,  not  knowing  what  Mom  had 
done,  gave  me  $  1 0  for  seeds! 

I  put  my  own  $10  with  these  two 
contributions  and  visited  a  local 
nursery.  I  picked  up  several  packets 
of  seeds  and  explained  the  project 
to  George  Nieman,  a  Baptist  lay¬ 
man  and  owner  of  the  nursery.  He 
began  gathering  packets,  too. 

Then  George  rang  up  the  cash 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

register  until  the  total  came  to 
$29.75.  When  I  got  home,  however, 
I  found  that  the  face  value  of  the 
seeds  was  $68.37! 

The  next  Sunday  two  women 
each  gave  me  $20  for  the  project.  I 
took  the  $40  to  K  mart  where  seeds 
were  30  percent  off.  Other  women 
went  to  places  where  packets  priced 
at  $1.19  and  $1.89  were  on  sale  for 
as  little  as  5  cents  and  8  cents  each. 

We’re  not  sure  how  much  money 
was  spent,  but  in  two  weeks  we’d 
gathered  seeds  worth  a  total  of 
$457.75.  Evelyn  sent  our  contribu¬ 
tion  to  Church  World  Service  Cen¬ 
ter  in  Windsor,  Md. 

Oh,  yes,  one  more  thing:  The  day 
before  the  UMW  meeting,  the  morn¬ 
ing  message  of  the  lectionary  was  . . . 
something  about  a  mustard  seed! 

Sheila  Richards 
Aberdeen,  South  Dakota 

He  needs  to  wake  up! 

I  have  been  really  upset  since  I 
read  the  letter  W.  H.  Helmerich  III 
of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  wrote,  calling 
President  Clinton  morally  corrupt 
(see  UMR,  July  15).  Who  does  he 
think  he  is? 

If  our  president  had  a  little  more 
help  and  less  bad-mouthing,  he 
could  even  do  a  better  job. 

Norma  Nipper 
Washington,  Missouri 

I  pray  for  them 

W.  H.  Helmerich  Ill’s  opinion 
that  President  Clinton  is  “a  man 


who  is  morally  corrupt”  is  only  an 
opinion  (see  UMR,  July  15). 

I  find  President  and  Mrs.  Clin¬ 
ton’s  attempts  to  attend  church,  to 
serve  the  country,  to  try  to  find  at 
least  partial  solutions  to  the  na¬ 
tion’s  problems  and  to  maintain  a 
family  life  with  their  daughter  all 
worthy  goals.  To  me,  they  are  up¬ 
lifting  and  even  inspiring  at  times. 

Christians  are  always  seeking  to 
live  a  better  life.  We  frequently  fail, 
but  we  keep  on  risking  ourselves, 
and  that  is  what  I  see  the  Clintons 
doing,  despite  multiple  attacks  from 
many  areas.  I  pray  for  wisdom  and 
grace  for  them  and  for  a  lessening  of 
hostilities  among  the  rest  of  us. 

Virginia  Mehaffie 
Ruidoso,  New  Mexico 

Are  we  numb? 

I  am  disappointed  in  the  two  arti¬ 
cles  in  the  July  1  Reporter  by  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editors  Denise  Johnson 
Stovall  and  Debra  McKnight  rec¬ 
ommending  “The  Lion  King”  as 
Christian  family  and  church  day¬ 
care  fare.  Are  we  being  numbed  and 
losing  our  sensitivity? 

My  6-year-old  grandson  visited 
me  last  week  and  on  the  recommen¬ 
dation  of  a  friend  and  the  fact  that 
it  was  rated  G,  I  took  him  and  a  9- 
year-old  friend  to  see  “The  Lion 
King.”  I’m  sorry  that  I  did. 

The  movie  was  negative  and  full  of 
violence.  Adult  language  and  ideas 
were  used.  Two  of  the  main  themes 
were  from  Shakespeare’s  tragedy 
“Hamlet”:  brother  killing  brother  in 
order  to  assume  the  throne  and  fa¬ 
ther  speaking  to  son  from  the  clouds. 
Hardly  a  children’s  story. 

Two  positive  ideas,  taking  re¬ 
sponsibility  and  the  thought  that  we 
are  all  connected,  were  terribly 
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overshadowed  by  the  film’s  nega¬ 
tive  aspects. 

Hoping  to  ward  off  nightmares,  I 
asked  the  boys  if  anything  had  scared 
them.  They  said  the  fire  and  when  the 
king  died.  That  night  my  grandson 
woke  up  crying  with  a  bad  dream. 

Aren’t  our  children  worth  more 
than  this? 


Dorothy  Taylor 
Grover  Beach,  California 


Dated  words 

I  commend  you  for  publishing 
Diane  Huie  Balay’s  review  of  the 
musical,  “Home:  A  Parable  of  Be¬ 
atrice  and  Neal,”  that  is  being  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Reconciling  Congrega¬ 
tion  Program,  the  independent  co¬ 
alition  of  the  72  United  Methodist 
congregations  nationwide  that  af¬ 
firm  lesbian  and  gay  people  (see 
UMR,  July  8). 

Given  that  United  Methodist  pol¬ 
icy  does  not  affirm  gay  sexuality,  I 
found  the  review  far  more  bal- 


Newborn  Simba  the  lion  cub  is 
presented  to  the  world  in  one  of 
the  opening  scenes  of  Walt  Dis¬ 
ney's  "The  Lion  King."  A  reader 
complains  that  the  animated 
full-length  feature  is  too  violent 
for  children  and  Christian  fam¬ 
ilies  (see  letter  at  left). 

PHOTO  •  THE  WALT  DISNEY  COMPANY 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“The  steadfast  love  of  the  Lord 
never  ceases,  his  mercies  never  come 
to  an  end;  they  are  new  every  morn¬ 
ing;  great  is  thy  faithfulness.”  (NRSV) 


Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Isaiah  30:18) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  7 

Sunday:  Psalms  1 30: 1  -4 
Monday:  Psalms  130:5-8 
Tuesday:  2  Samuel  18:5-9,15 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  1 8:31-33 
Thursday:  Ephesians  4:25-5:2 
Friday:  John  6:35 
Saturday:  John  6:41-5 1 


anced,  even  positive,  than  expected. 

However,  the  dated  and  loaded 
words  “swishy”  and  “mannish  les¬ 
bian”  marred  the  overall  tone.  The 
comparable  terms  used  by  gay  peo¬ 
ple  are  “campy”  and  “butch.” 

Also,  that  old  chestnut — “it  [the 
musical]  makes  homosexuality 
seem  anything  but  ‘gay’  ” — should 
have  been  deleted.  I  don’t  imagine 
many  gay  folks  feel  the  label  “gay” 


is  intended  to  mean  that  gay  people 
have  more  fun  or  are  more  joyful.  It 
instead  seems  to  have  deep  roots  in 
ancient  history.  Moreover,  the  sen¬ 
tence  blames  the  victim.  Given  the 
great  oppression  gay  people  endure, 
the  good  news  is  instead  that  so 
many  gay  people  manage  to  endure 
. . .  and  thrive. 

John  Ward 

Wilmington,  Delaware 


Personal  Ministry 
Effectiveness 

If  you  use  steady  “volunteer”  hours  to  absorb  the 
cost  of  your  current  newsletter,  is  that  task  the 
most  effective  use  of  that  time?  What  ministry 
isn’t  being  accomplished  while  your  “volunteers” 
invest  this  energy? 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 

Call  Us  Now! 

Ron  Thomas  or  Bruce  Baily, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 


Faith  in  the  world 


AUGUST  5, 1994 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith 


watch 


CONCERN  FOR  PALESTINIANS: 

Despite  the  peace  agreement  with  the  Palestin¬ 
ians,  Israel  still  remains  “very  much  in  charge” 
of  Jericho  and  the  Gaza  Strip,  according  to 
United  Methodist  liaisons  in  Jerusalem.  In  a 
letter  from  that  city,  Bob  and  Peggy  Hannum 
particularly  noted  concern  about  the  Israeli 
government’s  laying  claim  to  all  of  Jerusalem. 
“We  must  speak  out  and  insist  that  Jerusalem 
be  the  capital  city  of  three  religions  and  an  in¬ 
ternational  city,”  they  wrote.  Israel  also  has 
continued  the  practice  of  sealing  Palestinian 
homes  “as  a  means  of  collective  punishment” 
when  a  family  member  has  been  accused  of 
throwing  stones  or  committing  a  crime,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Hannums. 


CALL  FOR  MEDICAL  STAFF:  Doc¬ 
tors,  nurses  and  other  trained  medical  person¬ 
nel  who  wish  to  help  with  the  crisis  in  Africa 
are  encouraged  to  contact  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief.  The  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  is  developing  a  system  to  use 
trained  volunteers  to  address  immediate  needs 
in  refugee  camps  and  long-term  needs  of  refu¬ 
gee  repatriation.  In  addition  a  “medicine  box” 
program  has  been  coordinated  for  congrega¬ 
tions.  Churches  are  given  a  list  of  non-pre¬ 
scription  drugs  to  collect,  to  send  along  with 
$325.  The  money  will  be  used  to  add  prescrip¬ 
tion  drugs  to  the  shipment.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  (800)554-8533. 


CHANGING  THE  SYSTEM:  who 

says  one  person  can’t  make  a  difference,”  re¬ 
ports  United  Methodist  Communications.  M. 
Garlinda  Burton,  director  of  the  Nashville  of¬ 
fice  of  the  United  Methodist  News  Service, 
wrote  her  local  newspaper  regarding  the  publi¬ 
cation’s  failure  to  include  minority  viewpoints  in 
a  story.  Now  the  newspaper  has  begun  a  fea¬ 
ture  to  showcase  diversity  in  the  community. 
Ms.  Burton  is  the  author  of  a  pamphlet  on  the 
subject  that  has  been  used  in  annual  confer¬ 
ences. 


Church  resources  push  flood  recovery 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


TIFTON,  Ga. — Julie  Ditman,  13,  a  United  Methodist  from  Hanover,  Pa.,  sorts  items  at  the  de¬ 
nomination's  distribution  center  in  Tifton,  Ga.,  that  serves  victims  of  recent  southeastern  flood¬ 
ing.  Miss  Ditman  was  traveling  from  Florida  with  her  mother  and  younger  brother  when  they 
stopped  at  a  Red  Cross  center  to  offer  assistance.  They  worked  more  than  a  week  at  the  church 
warehouse. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Although  floods  in  Georgia, 
Alabama  and  Florida  are  no 
longer  front-page  news  for  secu¬ 
lar  news  media,  the  people  affect¬ 
ed  have  only  just  started  on  the 
long  road  to  recovery — helped 
on  their  journey  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Rainfall  measuring  in  the  dou¬ 
ble-digits  inundated  parts  of 
Georgia,  Alabama  and  Florida  in 
early  July,  washing  out  roads  and 
bridges,  homes,  farms  and  busi¬ 
nesses. 

With  United  Methodist  property 
relatively  unscathed,  church-spon¬ 
sored  relief  work  in  all  three  affect¬ 
ed  conferences  quickly  turned  to 
helping  individuals  rebuild  proper¬ 
ty  and  lives,  said  the  Rev.  Don 
Brill,  mission  secretary  and  disaster 
response  coordinator  for  the  Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  Conference. 

Financial  gifts  for  flood  recov¬ 
ery  are  being  routed  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  through  Advance  Special 
No.  901165-2. 

Needed  cleaning  supplies  and 
other  specified  items — no  liquids 
and  no  clothing — are  being  sent 
to  the  UMCOR  Receiving  De¬ 
pot,  701  Front  Ave.,  Columbus, 
GA  31901. 

Mr.  Brill  said  emergency  shel¬ 
ters  in  two  conference  churches 
have  been  closed.  At  Bounts- 
town  (Fla.)  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  last  occupant  of  a 
shelter  for  people  with  special 
needs  was  relocated  July  18.  A 
registered  nurse  had  been  on 
duty  there. 

Finding  housing  not  easy 

As  attention  turns  to  rebuild¬ 


ing,  finding  housing  for  displaced 
people  is  a  problem  in  many  ar¬ 
eas,  relief  workers  say.  Often  the 
few  rental  houses  in  small  com¬ 
munities  are  low-lying  flooded 
areas,  one  worker  said. 

The  Rev.  Fred  Toland  of 
Theodore,  Ala.,  tapped  by  the 


United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  to  facilitate  the  church’s 
relief  response  in  affected  areas, 
spent  July  18-20  in  meetings  con¬ 
centrating  on  the  Alabama-West 
Florida  Conference. 

The  church’s  distribution  sys¬ 
tem  for  cleaning  and  other  sup¬ 


plies  is  in  place,  Mr.  Toland  said. 
Together  the  churches  and  other 
volunteer  agencies  have  formed  an 
“unmet  needs”  committee  to  pro¬ 
vide  essential  items  after  other  re¬ 
sources  are  exhausted. 

Returning  from  a  tour  of  affect¬ 
ed  areas,  Wendy  Whiteside  of  the 


forward 

relief  committee’s  New  York  of¬ 
fice,  praised  the  quick  action  of  the 
denomination’s  response  network. 

Swamped  with  calls 

The  denomination’s  volunteer 
line,  staffed  by  Larry  Acton  at 
(800)  918-3100,  has  been 
swamped  by  calls  from  people  of¬ 
fering  assistance,  notably  survi¬ 
vors  of  other  recent  disasters, 
such  as  Hurricane  Andrew  and 
the  1993  Midwest  flood. 

"As  always,  the  first  people  to 
respond  are  those  who’ve  gone 
through  it  themselves,”  Ms. 
Whiteside  said. 

A  man  from  Nebraska  with 
military  quartermaster  experi¬ 
ence  is  volunteering  at  the  Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  conference 
distribution  site,  located  in  the 
gymnasium  of  an  abandoned 
school,  Mr.  Brill  said. 

A  team  from  Frazer  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
flood-free  Montgomery,  Ala.,  was 
among  those  supplying  labor. 

The  Rev.  Virgil  Lee,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  hard-hit  Americus 
(Ga.)  District,  said  people  were 
coming  from  everywhere. 

“We’re  expecting  250  people 
from  the  Macon  area  to  be  in 
Cordele  on  Saturday,”  he  added, 
even  though  Macon  had  also  ex¬ 
perienced  flopding  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  disaster. 

Although  their  home  was 
among  those  inundated,  United 
Methodists  Tom  and  Linda 
Jones  of  Cordele  offered  the  use 
of  their  former  tractor  dealership 
as  satellite  distribution  center  for 
supplies. 

The  4«/2  acre  site  now  sports 
two  huge  tents  where  people  can 
store  furniture  until  they  clean 
mud  from  their  houses. 


TEACHERS  FOR  CHINA:  Seven  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  are  among  18  new  English 
teachers  sent  to  China  by  the  National  Council 
of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  in  late 
July.  The  teachers  will  serve  for  two  years  in 
six  provinces  in  east  and  southeast  China 
through  the  NCC’s  partner  agency,  the  Amity 
Foundation.  The  foundation  is  the  social-ser¬ 
vice  arm  of  the  China  Christian  Council.  Since 
its  beginning  in  1986,  15  to  20  new  teachers 
have  started  service  each  year.  With  the  arrival 
of  the  new  group,  a  total  of  34  instructors  will 
work  in  teachers’  colleges  and  other  schools. 

HISPANIC  MINISTRIES:  Forty-two 

mission  candidates,  28  pastors  and  1 8  trainers 
participated  in  an  intensive  course  for  lay  mis¬ 
sionary  outreach  recently  at  Southern  Method¬ 
ist  University’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in 
Dallas.  The  creation  of  teams  of  pastors  and 
“lay  missioners”  to  help  develop  communities 
of  faith  is  one  of  the  goals  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministries 
approved  by  the  1 992  General  Conference. 


Church  workers  say  Rwanda  warnings  went  unheeded 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Finally,  as 
the  enormity  of  the  tragedy  stretch¬ 
es  to  mind-boggling  proportions, 
what  relief  workers  call  “the  big 
boys” — Western  governments — > 
have  taken  note  of  Rwanda. 

Since  April,  when  the  genocidal 
terror  was  unleashed  in  the  hardly- 
heard-of  African  nation  and  the 
first  half-million  refugees  fled  to¬ 
ward  Tanzania,  humanitarian 
church  relief  agencies  have  been 
warning  of  more  to  come — plead¬ 
ing  for  international  action  and 
calling  on  their  domestic  donor 
bases  to  yet  again  demonstrate 
their  generosity  in  the  wake  of  hu- 
man  misery  and  suffering. 


“The  crux  of  the  matter  is  that 
the  warnings  that  have  been  issued 
over  the  past  months  have  not 
been  heeded,”  said  Jonathan  Frer- 
ichs  of  Lutheran  World  Relief. 

He  and  other  relief  agency  offi¬ 
cials  said  much  of  the  last  wave  of 
refugees  could  have  been  prevent¬ 
ed  if  the  international  political 
community  had  taken  earlier  ac¬ 
tion  in  Rwanda,  especially  as  it  be¬ 
came  clear  that  the  rebel  Rwanda 
Patriotic  Front  was  winning. 

“On  the  ground,  the  agencies 
had  put  together  a  model  pro¬ 
gram,”  said  Mr.  Frerichs  of  the  sit¬ 
uation  before  the  mid-July  influx 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  refu- 
gees  across  the  border  into  Goma, 


Zaire. 

Prior  to  the  most  recent  wave  of 
refugees  into  Zaire — estimated  at 
as  many  as  1.2  million  in  the  past 
few  weeks — response  to  the  un¬ 
folding  tragedy  was  tepid. 

In  mid-June,  Lutheran  officials 
noted  that  they  had  received  only 
a  dozen  responses  to  appeals  for 
funds  for  work  among  the  350,000 
refugees  on  the  Rwanda-Tanzania 
border,  at  the  time  the  world’s 
largest  refugee  camp. 

Other  agencies  said  the  same 
thing  privately  but,  with  the  sec¬ 
ond  wave  of  refugees  to  Zaire,  re¬ 
port  a  significant  increase  in 
responses  to  their  appeals. 

Jack  Morgan  of  Catholic  Relief 
Services  said  his  agency  had 


raised  $227,000  since  the  fight¬ 
ing  broke  out  in  April  and  before 
the  new  wave  of  refugees  focused 
renewed  attention  on  the  crisis. 

Catholic  Relief  Services  is  par¬ 
ticipating  with  its  European  coun¬ 
terparts  in  a  $4.2  million  aid 
program  for  the  refugees — a  pro¬ 
gram  whose  dollar  figure,  like  that 
of  World  Vision  and  of  Church 
World  Action/Rwanda,  the  joint 
Lutheran  World  Federation  and 
World  Council  of  Churches  effort 
is  certain  to  rise. 

Relief  agencies  of  the  United 
Methodist,  Presbyterian,  Episco¬ 
pal,  United  Church  of  Christ, 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  and  other  mainline  Protes- 
tant  denominations  typically 


channel  their  emergency  relief  ef¬ 
forts  through  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  and  Witness,  the  relief  arm  of 
the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

Ending  the  current  emergency, 
however,  is  only  the  first  step,  ac¬ 
cording  to  church  officials  and  re¬ 
lief  workers. 

“We  like  quick  fixes,”  said 
Christine  Gramm,  deputy  general 
secretary  of  the  Lutheran  World 
Federation  in  Geneva.  “But  there 
are  no  quick  fixes.  This  took  years, 
it  will  take  years  to  change.” 

Humanitarian  and  religious 
groups  are  already  looking  beyond 
the  immediate  situation  to  devel¬ 
opment  and  reconciliation  work 
(see  related  stories  below). 


PHOTO  BY  DON  EDKINS 

TANZANIA — Refugees  with  goats  for  food  and  bicycles  for  trans¬ 
port  arrive  at  this  camp  in  the  Ngara  district  of  Tanzania  in  central 
Africa.  Both  the  United  States  military  and  some  United  Methodists 
agree  that  these  kinds  of  African  crises  are  in  need  of  long-term 
preventive  solutions — or  the  refugees  will  never  stop  coming  (see 
related  stories  at  right). 


White  House  asks  UMCOR,  others  to  put  the 
'brains'  behind  the  military's  muscle  in  Africa 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

How  can  we  stop  “the  dying  and 
misery  in  Rwanda"  and  head  off  fu¬ 
ture  crisis  on  the  continent  of  Africa? 

That  was  one  of  several  questions 
asked  of  Ginena  Dulley  Wills, 
world  hunger  and  poverty  staff"  ex¬ 
ecutive  for  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  during  a 
closed  briefing  on  Rwanda  at  the 
White  House  on  July  28. 

The  emergency  briefing  session 
with  President  Bill  Clinton  and 
Vice-President  A1  Gore  was  held  for 
30  people  representing  private  orga¬ 
nizations  that  are  members  of  the 
American  Council  for  Voluntary 
Action  in  which  UMCOR  partici¬ 
pates. 

UMCOR  was  the  only  official 
United  Methodist  agency  in  atten¬ 
dance. 

“The  function  of  this  briefing  was 
for  the  White  House  to  tell  us  what 
they  are  doing,  and  to  ask  us  if  we 
can  work  together  in  providing  re¬ 
sources  to  Rwanda,”  said  Ms.  Wills. 

“The  voluntary  organizations 
seemed  to  feel  that  this  is  a  new  op¬ 
portunity  for  us.  No  one  can  re¬ 
member  this  type  request  made  by 
the  White  House  for  this  type  of 
emergency. 

“But  then,  we  have  never  had  to 
respond  to  the  kind  of  emergency 
we  are  seeing  in  Rwanda.” 

Muscle  and  brains 

Leading  the  meeting  was  Nation¬ 
al  Security  Adviser  Anthony  Lake. 
Also  present  were  Secretary  of  De¬ 
fense  William  Perry;  Gen.  John 
Shalikashvili,  Chairman  of  the 
Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff;  Assistant  Sec- 


Bishop:  Africa  needs  cure,  not  Band-aid 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  world’s  leading  nations 
must  stop  their  Band-aid  ap¬ 
proaches  to  problems  in  Africa 
and  develop  common  strategies 
“for  the  enhancement  of  life  on 
the  continent,”  according  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  Felton  E. 
May  Jr.  (Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Area). 

Bishop  May  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  say  they’re 
tired  of  what  they  call  the  atti¬ 
tude  of  benign  neglect  toward  Af¬ 
rican  nations. 


In  response,  the  bishops  have 
developed  their  own  long-range 
strategy,  the  Bishops’  Appeal  and 
Campaign  for  Africa  (see  UMR, 
July  29). 

Shocked  by  the  overwhelming 
flood  of  Rwandan  refugees  into 
Zaire,  the  council  decided  to  move 
the  launch  date  for  its  appeal  from 
fall  to  July  31,  which  was  observed 
by  many  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  as  a  worldwide  day  of 
prayer  for  Rwanda. 

“As  a  compassionate  people, 
we  respond  to  human  need  in¬ 


stead  of  to  program,”  Bishop 
May  said. 

Much  of  the  money  raised  by 
the  appeal  will  focus  on  long¬ 
term  assistance,  particularly  for 
resettlement.  But  the  United 
Methodist  efforts  will  go  beyond 
reconstructing  homes  or  supply¬ 
ing  pots  and  pans. 

Bishop  May  foresees  resettling 
refugees  into  “communities  of 
shalom,”  which  provide  for  the 
health  and  well-being  of  all  resi¬ 
dents  and  bring  peace  “among 
Hutus  and  Tutsis  and  any  other 
tribal  rifts  that  may  occur.” 


retary  of  State  George  Moore;Ti- 
mothy  Wirth,  department  of  global 
affairs;  and  Brian  Atwood,  U.S.  Aid 
for  International  Development. 

“The  U.S.  government  can  bring 
the  muscle — you  [the  private  orga¬ 
nizations]  bring  the  brains,”  Gener¬ 
al  Shalikashvili  told  the  guests. 

Although  White  House  staff 
stressed  that  “the  government  is  not 
in  the  relief  business”  similar  to 
UMCOR,  the  volunteer  organiza¬ 
tions  emphasized  that  direct  partic¬ 
ipation  by  the  government  in  these 
times  of  international  crisis  is  more 
important  today  than  it  was  when 
problems  arose  in  Ethiopia. 

“We  told  them  that  also  we  don’t 
have  the  resources  we  had  then  to 
respond,”  she  said. 

“Julia  Taft,  president  of  the 
council,  spoke  on  behalf  of  all  Inter- 
Action  members,”  Ms.  Wills  con¬ 


tinued.  “She  said  we  need  to  have 
more  development  programs  to  pre¬ 
vent  these  kind  of  things  happen¬ 
ing.  Burundi  and  Zaire  are  on  the 
edge  even  as  we  speak.” 

Military  mission  statement 

Ms.  Willis  told  the  Reporter  that 
this  meeting  was  the  first  time  she 
had  heard  that  U.S.  military  forces 
have  a  mission  statement  for  Rwan¬ 
da  Operations. 

The  Rwanda  mission  is  to  give 
"rapid  expansion  of  necessary  facil¬ 
ities”  to  provide; 


Water 

Health  Care  and 
f  Food. 

The  statement  added  that  the 
military  leaders  will  “think  boldly 
and  imaginatively  to  harness  our 
military  to  save  lives  and  provide 
basic  life  support  service  to  those 
who  so  desperately  need  it.” 

Finally,  they  seek  to  "make  it 
happen  now  rather  than  later.” 

“This  was  the  first  time  I  had 
heard  military  officials  discuss  ways 
to  resolve  a  problem  with  non-com¬ 
bat  solutions,”  Ms.  Willis  said. 


ind  electric  step.  _ _ 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

-  connections 

POPULATION  NEEDS:  Leaders  of 
South  Asian  United  Methodist  churches  say 
they  will  establish  at  least  25  new  U.S.  congre¬ 
gations  and  ministries  of  presence  during  the 
next  decade  to  serve  their  growing  U.S.  popu¬ 
lation.  The  Rev.  Man  Singh  Das,  Auroragill., 
who  convened  a  gathering  of  89  clergy  and  laity 
of  South  Asian  heritage  in  June,  said  growing 
immigration  populations  are  a  primary  concern 
of  church  leaders.  To  help  achieve  its  goal,  the 
group  agreed  to  hold  regional  meetings  in  1995 
in  New  York,  Detroit,  Atlanta,  Dallas  and  Los 
Angeles. 

CAIRO  CONFERENCE:  Concerns 
about  overpopulation  encompass  far  more 
than  statistical  charts  and  arguments  over 
birth-control  methods,  according  to  a  United 
Methodist  who  will  attend  the  U.N.  Interna¬ 
tional  Conference  on  Population  and  Develop¬ 
ment  Sept.  5-13  in  Cairo,  Egypt.  Kolya  Braun, 
Women's  Division  executive.  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  said 
population  now  is  viewed  holistically,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  such  topics  as  poverty  levels,  eco¬ 
nomic  opportunities,  resource  consumption 
and  environmental  effects.  Delegates  from  the 
184  U.N.  member  states  and  up  to  20,000 
people  from  non-governmental  organizations 
are  expected  to  participate  in  various  related 
activities. 

PRESIDENT:  Trustees  of  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Lon  Morris  College  in  Jacksonville, 
Texas  have  elected  the  Rev.  Clifford  M.  Lee  as 
the  new  president.  Dr.  Lee  was  former  senior 
minister  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Jasper,  Texas.  He  replaced  the  Rev.  C.  Chap¬ 
pell  Temple  who  will  be  returning  to  pastoral 
ministry.  An  official  inauguration  will  be  set  at 
a  later  date. 

FLOODED  CHURCH  REBUILDS: 

The  Hull  (Ill.)  United  Methodist  Church  re¬ 
cently  received  a  $  1 50,000  grant  from  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  to  help 
rebuild  after  extensive  damage  from  last  year’s 
Midwest  floods.  According  to  Bishop  David  J. 
Lawson  of  Springfield,  the  grant  came  from 
more  than  $9  million  United  Methodist  indi¬ 
viduals  and  groups  donated  to  aid  flood-affect¬ 
ed  communities  and  churches.  Members  of 
Hull  United  Methodist  voted  in  April  to  build 
a  new  church  outside  the  flood  plain,  rather 
than  repair  the  heavily  damaged  building. 

GOOD  NEWS:  Christians  must  support 
feminism  as  fair  treatment  but  “hold  the  line" 
against  feminism  as  anti-Christian  ideology, 
participants  in  an  annual  Good  News  convoca¬ 
tion  in  Irving,  Texas  were  told  recently.  The 
Rev.  Edmund  W.  Robb  Jr.,  gave  an  evangeli¬ 
cal  response  to  “biblical  faith  and  radical  femi¬ 
nism."  Dr.  Robb,  a  United  Methodist 
clergyman,  defended  the  historic  support  of 
women  tjy  evangelicals  and  Christianity; 
charged  that  the  contemporary  feminist  move¬ 
ment  has  strayed  from  its  mission  of  full  and 
equal  citizenship  for  women;  and  condemned 
the  “radical  feminist  movement  as  represented 
in  the  ’Re-Imagining’  Conference  in  Minneapo¬ 
lis”  in  November. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


'Finding  a  way  to  work  for  good' 

United  Methodist  laywoman's  newsletter  for  cancer  survivors  grows  tenfold 


By  DIANE  HU1E  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

When  Cindy  Melancon  was  di¬ 
agnosed  with  ovarian  cancer  in 
1992,  she  found  it  hard  to  have 
hope. 

It  took  the  United  Methodist 
laywoman  seven  months  to  find 
just  one  disease-free  survivor  of 
her  type  and  advanced  stage  of 
cancer,  she  said.  Then  she  found 
two  more  survivors  who  died 
shortly  thereafter. 

“It  seemed  to  me  that  what 
was  needed  was  a  support  group 
which  was  not  dependent  on  feel¬ 
ing  well  enough  to  go  to  meetings 
or  being  in  a  big  city  or  being  at¬ 
tached  to  a  big  cancer  medical 
center  or  being  attached  to  plenty 
of  money,”  she  said. 

“One  of  my  coping  mecha¬ 
nisms  is  knowing  ‘All  things 
work  together  for  good’  (Romans 


8:26),”  said  Ms.  Melancon,  a 
member  of  Polk  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Amarillo, 
Texas.  “But  also  knowing  it  was 
up  to  me  to  find  a  way  to  make  it 
work  for  the  good." 

The  idea  of  developing  a  car¬ 
ing  support  group  prompted  her 
to  “do  something,"  but  it  took 
her  a  good  while  to  figure  out 
what  that  something  would  be. 

Written  response 

Ms.  Melancon,  a  registered 
nurse,  began  searching  for  ways 
to  contact  others  who  were  fight¬ 
ing  ovarian  cancer.  She  wrote  to 
a  National  Coalition  of  Cancer 
Survivorship  “Networker"  col¬ 
umn,  asking  to  correspond  with 
others  with  ovarian  cancer. 
Within  two  weeks,  she  received 
letters  from  some  10  women 
from  across  the  country. 

“I  found  we  all  have  the  same 


interests  and  concerns,  hopes 
and  fears,”  she  said. 

After  a  few  months,  she  found 
herself  in  a  pivotal  position  of 
sharing  information  from  women 
who  had  solved  specific  difficul¬ 
ties  to  others  who  were  experi¬ 
encing  the  same  thing. 

Thus  the  idea  was  bom  to  start 
a  newsletter  for  women  fighting 
ovarian  cancer. 

The  first  issue  of  the  newsletter 
was  mailed  in  October  1993  to 
10  women.  In  a  short  time,  more 
than  100  women  throughout  the 
United  States  were  receiving  it. 

Ms.  Melancon  produces  the 
newsletter,  “Conversations,” 
twice  a  month  at  her  own  ex¬ 
pense,  about  $100  a  month. 
However,  she  says  that  readers 
sometimes  donate  money  and 
materials  that  help  defray  the 
cost. 

“If  I  can  help  one  other  woman 


get  through  this  crummy  disease, 
it  will  be  worth  it,”  she  said. 

Telling  of  victories 

Each  issue  is  positive  and  as¬ 
sertive,  chronicling  victories  of 
the  readers  as  they  come  along. 
Each  year  a  reader  survives  after 
diagnosis  is  a  milestone  celebrat¬ 
ed. 

In  addition,  the  newsletter  is 
full  of  humorous  stories,  a  treat¬ 
ment  information  exchange  and 
inspirational  messages  sprinkled 
with  quotes  from  the  Bible. 

A  standing  feature  of  “Conver¬ 
sations”  is  the  column  “Hope 
is . . 

The  hope  is  supplied,  like  a  lot 
of  the  information,  by  the  read¬ 
ers  themselves.  Hope,  they  seem 
to  say,  is  found  in  the  small 
things,  the  everyday  things  that 
point  toward  a  belief  that  there  is 
a  future — like  planting  a  flower. 


Laywoman  just 

"did  somethii 

io!" 

When  United  Methodist 
Cindy  Melancon  discovered 
that  she  had  ovarian 
cancer,  her  overwhelming 
urge  was  to  do  something 
hopeful.  Her  newsletter  for 
women  living  with  this  kind 
of  cancer  is  the  result.  To 
receive  the  newsletter 
write: 

Conversations 
Cindy  H.  Melancon 
P.O.  Box  7948 
Amarillo,  TX 


79114-7948 
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Planting  in  defense  of  God's  good  creation 

NASHVILLE— Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (left)  and  volunteer  Wendel 
Barbaree  of  El  Dorado,  Ark.,  tend  vegetables  in  the  "In  Defense  of  Creation"  garden,  start¬ 
ed  by  Bishop  White  at  Scarritt-Bennett  Center.  Mr.  Barbaree,  a  United  Methodist  layman 
and  retired  school  teacher,  helped  Bishop  White  care  for  the  flower  and  vegetable  garden 
during  the  summer.  A  "green  witness"  to  peace,  the  garden  symbolizes  God's  creation  that 
would  be  destroyed  by  war. 


Unlike  films,  Christians 
desire  peaceful  change 


By  RON  SALFEN 

Samson  is  portrayed  as  a  man 
with  almost  superhuman  strength, 
with  bravery  that  bordered  on  the 
foolhardy,  and  with  an  adversarial 
mentality  that  met  the  enemy 
head-on,  and  liked  nothing  more 
than  a  good  fight. 

Keanu  Reeves  is  the  same  way 
in  “Speed,”  which  is  the  fastest- 
paced  thriller  of  the  season.  He 
doesn’t  look  like  a  body-builder  be¬ 
cause  his  real  strength  is  from  with¬ 
in;  from  his  abject  fearlessness. 

Romance?  A  distraction,  at  best. 
Religious  importance?  Remote,  at 
best.  But  Samson  of  any  age  cap¬ 
tures  our  imagination  because  the 
fantasy  of  the  conquering  hero  is 
timeless. 

Sin  at  the  door 

In  “Wolf,”  the  old  werewolf  fa¬ 
ble  is  transformed  by  Jack  Nich¬ 
olson,  whose  bite  by  a  wild  wolf 
changes  him:  from  a  civilized 
man  to  a  snarling  predator, 
whose  senses  are  heightened  by 
day  so  he  can  become  a  terror  by 
night,  as  merciless  as  sin  crouch¬ 
ing  at  the  door,  seeking  someone 
to  devour  (I  Pet  5:8). 

His  performance  is  lustrous, 
but  the  implications  of  the  story 
are  disturbing,  as  animal  in¬ 
stincts  are  savored,  and  conquest 
of  rivals  is  revered. 

Joam  was  like  a  wild  wolf,  too, 
who  also  savaged  any  rivals,  real 
or  perceived,  and  violence  was 
his  way  of  conquest,  for  he  was  a 


man  who  lived  by  the  sword,  and 
died  by  the  sword  (Mt.  26:52). 

Mr.  Nicholson  brutally  attacks 
some  Central  Park  muggers,  re¬ 
fuses  to  forgive  his  philandering 
wife  (Kate  Nelligan),  destroys  the 
protege  (James  Spader)  who 
dares  to  challenge  him,  and 
charms  both  the  boss  (Christo¬ 
pher  Plummer)  and  the  boss’ 
daughter  (Michelle  Pfeiffer)  with 
sheer  force  of  will. 

Their  ballyhooed  romance  is 
merely  the  attraction  of  the 
world-weary  for  the  wicked,  and 
the  confusion  of  pity  and  protec¬ 
tion  for  love  and  affection. 

Hoping  transformation 

We  Christians  hope  that  in  the 
peaceable  Kingdom,  the  transfor¬ 
mations  will  be  very  different. 

There,  we  look  for  violence  to 
be  ended,  forgiveness  to  be  of¬ 
fered,  reconciliation  to  be  em¬ 
braced,  and  maliciousness  to  be 
exiled  as  a  thing  of  the  past. 

But  then,  evil  is  always  beguil¬ 
ing,  even  unto  its  dry,  cackly,  hu¬ 
mor,  and  also  always  leads  down 
the  broad  path  of  destruction, 
loss  of  identity,  loss  of  self,  and 
ultimately,  the  loss  of  any  saving 
grace. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  SI. 35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  S27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  add  S  10.80  for  the 

8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad¬ 
vance. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  full-time 
for  dynamic  3000-member  church  on  Florida 
Gulf  coast.  Experience  as  choir  director/organ¬ 
ist  with  enthusiasm  and  aptitude  for  expanding 
the  church  music  program  required.  Attractive 
salary  and  benefits  package  available.  Send  re¬ 
sume,  by  September  1 ,  1 994,  to:  Search  Com- 
mittee,  Englewood  United  Methodist  Church, 
700  E.  Dearborn,  Englewood,  FL  34223.  (813) 
474-5588,  Fax:  (8 1 3)  475-2865. 

DEVELOPMENT  ASSOCIATE.  FULL-TIME 
field  staff  for  Cbaddock,  an  Eagle  designated 
ministry,  COA  and  medicaid  accredited  child 
welfare  agency.  Duties  include  prospect  identi¬ 
fication,  evaluation  and  solicitation  of  targeted 
donors  and  the  strengthening  of  donor  relation¬ 
ships  through  planned  personal  calling,  corre¬ 
spondence  and  speaking  engagements. 
Qualifications  include  bachelor’s  degree  in  a 
human  service  related  field  and  a  minimum  of 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  position:  A 
growing  evangelical  United  Methodist  Church 
of  550  members  seeking  person  with  youth  min- 
istry  experience  and  training.  Compensation 
negotiable.  Resume  and  references  to:  Janet 
Imig,  Wheatland  Salem  United  Methodist 
Church,  1 1  S.  012  Hwy  59,  Naperville,  IL 
60564. 

FULL-TIME  SINGLES  DIRECTOR.  Platte 
Woods  United  Methodist  Church,  7310  NW 
Prairie  View  Road,  Kansas  City,  MO  64151. 
Salary:  Around  $25,000.  Send  resume  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of:  Russell  E.  Standlee.  Phone:  (816) 
741-2972.  Fax:  (816)  741-8756. 

5  years  of  demonstrated  successful  experience 
in  fundraising  or  directly  related  field.  Compet¬ 
itive  salary  and  fringe  benefits.  Submit  letter  of 
application  and  resume  to:  Chaddock,  Director 
of  Personnel,  205  South  24th,  Quincy,  IL 
62301.  EOE. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Mims- 

tries  for  3200-member  United  Methodist 
Church.  Two  adult  choirs,  youth  choir,  2  chil¬ 
dren’s  choirs,  handbells.  Music  degree  required 
with  experience  in  choral  conducting.  Salary 
and  benefits  commensurate  with  experience. 
Resume,  references  to:  Wiley  Walker,  Music 
Search  Committee,  Chapel  Hill  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  2717  West  Hefner  Road,  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City,  OK  73120. 

TRAVIS  PARK  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  is  seeking  qualified  individuals  as  a 
Choral  Director  and  Organist,  one  of  whom 
would  serve  as  Director  of  Music.  The  positions 
are  available  immediately.  Resumes  may  be 
sent  to:  Search  Committee,  Travis  Park  UMC, 
230  E.  Travis,  San  Antonio,  TX  78205.  Travis 
Park  United  Methodist  Church  is  an  equal  op¬ 
portunity  employer. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  PROVEN  TRACK  rec¬ 

ord  with  3-5  years  experience.  Team  player, 
strong  organizational  skills.  4500-member  con¬ 
gregation.  Compensation  based  on  experience. 
Submit  resume  to:  Dr.  Pat  Day,  FUMC,  P.O. 
Drawer  1567,  Shreveport,  LA  71165. 

MEDIUM  SIZE  CHURCH  SEEKING  full-time 

Youth/Music  Director.  Responsible  for  youth 
program  and  children’s  and  adult  choirs.  Salary 
negotiable.  Bachelors  degree  and/or  experience 
in  related  field.  Inquiries  to:  P.O.  Box  498, 
Sweetwater,  TX  79556,  or  (9 1 5)  236-66 1 7. 

VISIT  INDIA  WITH  BOB  NAVE,  retired  India 
missionary.  Departures  November  4,  January 

7,  March  4.  Write/phone:  8532  Emerson  Ave.  S, 
Bloomington,  MN  55420.  (612)  884-8786. 

DIRECTOR  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  Saint 

Stephen  United  Methodist  Church,  Amarillo, 
Texas.  1600-member  suburban  church.  376 
people  in  program.  Includes  9  choral,  6  hand¬ 
bell  choirs.  Send  resume:  Music  Search  Com- . 
mittee,  4600  South  Western,  Amarillo,  TX 
79109  or  call  Sharon  Tunnell  (806)  355-7271. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  wanted  to  assume  re¬ 
sponsibilities  for  well  established  youth  pro¬ 
gram  at  a  1 500-member  church  in  southeastern 
New  Mexico.  Looking  for  an  energetic,  enthusi- 
astic  person  who  wants  to  share  the  love  of  the 
Lord  with  young  people.  Salary  according  to  ex- 
perience  and  qualifications.  Send  resumes  to: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1913, 
Roswell,  NM  88202-1913. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 
cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest 
and  negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal 
references.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

RESUMES  ARE  BEING  ACCEPTED  for  the 

full-time  position  of  Pastor  of  Discipleship 
Ministries  at  Wesley  UMC,  Bethlehem.  PA. 
Growing  650-member  church  seeks  ordained 
person  to  develop  people-centered  ministries, 
with  strong  lay  involvement.  Contact  immedi¬ 
ately  the  Rev.  J.  William  Lentz,  Jr.,  424  Center 
St..  Bethlehem,  PA  18018-6066.  Available  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1994. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
$$$.  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Sta¬ 
tion  Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804. 
(919)  442-1 2 11.  (Accredited). 

FULL-TIME  CHAPLAIN  FOR  residential  chil- 

dren’s  home  serving  200  children  and  youth  in 
an  18  homeunit,  120-acre  campus,  with  50  ado¬ 
lescent  boys  in  a  nearby  working  ranch  setting. 
Ordained  person  preferred  with  organizational 
skills,  creativity,  interpersonal  skills,  to  carry 
out  multiple  tasks,  and  willingness  to  serve  as  a 
part  of  the  team  and  ministry  with  children  and 
youth.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with 
experience.  Send  resume  to:  Judy  Broadway, 
Methodist  Home.  1111  Herring  Avenue.  Waco, 
TX  76708. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship: 
11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries  needed  to  continue  strong  program.  For 
growing  1350-member  multi-staff  church  locat¬ 
ed  in  county-seat,  university  town  between  Aus¬ 
tin  and  San  Antonio.  Salary  negotiable 
depending  upon  experience  and  training.  Send 
resume  to:  Rev.  Bill  Henderson,  First  UMC, 
129  W.  Hutchison,  San  Marcos,  TX  78666. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a 

2  inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  Vt  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes 
available.  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire: 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  5208  Piedmont  Drive, 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405,  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR,  Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 
Date  of  selection  December  3,  1994.  Appoint¬ 
ment  effective  July  1.  1995.  Contact:  Mary 
Kathryn  Pearce,  P.O.  Box  515,  Bloomington, 
IL  61702-0515  for  application  forms.  Deadline 
September  1 .  1994. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Minis¬ 

tries  for  fast-growing  Dallas  suburban  church, 
1400  members,  with  exceptional  music  facili¬ 
ties.  Professional  music  support  staff  seeks  ex¬ 
perienced,  energetic  director  to  lead  2  adult, 
youth,  children,  handbell  choirs.  Music  degree 
preferred.  Send  resume  and  references  to: 
Missy  Buchanan,  Search  Committee,  FUMC, 
PO  Box  1 58.  Rockwall.  TX  75087. 

PEWS.  WE  ARE  BUILDING  A  NEW  sanctu¬ 
ary  and  must  sell  our  old  pews.  Solid  oak  pews 
in  good  condition.  We  have  65  pews  of  at  least 

1 50”  in  length  and  1 1  pews  of  varying  shorter 
lengths.  Communion  railing  and  chancel  furni¬ 
ture  also  available.  Call  Pete  or  Joyce  at  (210) 
826-3215  for  more  information. 

FINANCIAL  CONSULTATION,  FUND  rais¬ 
ing,  construction,  mortgages,  real  estates,  capi- 
taf  purchases.  Contact:  Church  Systems  of 
America  (615)  377-8752  (call  collect). 

PEWS:  10-20’,  4-10’  SOLID  OAK  PEWS,  excel¬ 
lent  condition,  with  burgundy  pads.  Contact: 
New  Hope  United  Methodist  Church,  Con¬ 
verse,  TX  (210)  658-1220. 

"WONDERFUL  PRESENTATION  FOR  hon¬ 
est  seekers.. .solid,  mainline  perspective."  "Is  It 
True?  Examining  the  Core  of  Christian  Faith," 
by  John  Cunyus.  Includes  discussion  questions 
for  classes,  groups.  $9.99.  1-800-366-3383. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac- 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac- 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym¬ 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  ship¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesvillc, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507. 

TWIN  CITY  SUBURBAN  FURNISHED  house 
for  lease  for  three  months,  six  months,  nine 
months  or  one  year,  five  minutes  from  the  Mall 
of  America.  Beautiful  colonial.  Pastor  owned. 
Call:  (612)  890-8320. 

Evangelical  caucus  remains  disturbed 
by  women's  'Re-Imagining'  conclave 


The  issue  on  "Re-Imagining"  is  "a 

frontal  assault  on  foundational 
Christian  doctrine  at  a  gathering  that 
was  supposed  to  have  been 
sympathetic  and  supportive  of  the 


Christian  faith: 


— James  V.  Heidinger  II 


By  THOMAS  S.  McANALLY 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

IRVING,  Texas — Displeasure 
with  a  November  ecumenical  wom¬ 
en’s  conference  permeated  a  three- 
day  “Summer  Celebration” 
sponsored  by  Good  News,  an  unof¬ 
ficial  caucus  of  traditionalist  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists. 

In  opening  remarks,  Good  News 
board  Chairman  Don  Shell  of  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.,  bemoaned  the 
“church’s  loss  of  a  vital  Christology, 
particularly  as  reflected  in  the  re¬ 
cent  ‘Re-Imagining’  Conference”  in 
Minneapolis. 

Soliciting  comments  and  sugges¬ 
tions  from  the  nearly  500  partici¬ 
pants,  Mr.  Shell  said  board 
members  are  “disappointed  in  the 
lack  of  response  by  our  institutional 
leadership  to  the  agony  our  people 
are  feeling  about  that  conference.” 

Most  plenary  speakers  referred  to 
the  controversy,  and  several  leaders 
publicly  and  privately  declared  that 
the  "issue  isn’t  going  to  go  away.” 

Approximately  400  United  Meth¬ 
odists  attended  the  November  con¬ 
ference  as  part  of  an  Ecumenical 
Decade  for  Women  observance.  The 
Women’s  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  paid  expenses  of  56  staff, 
directors  and  other  women. 

Critics  of  the  event  point  to  praise 
of  “Sophia”  (a  Greek  word  usually 
translated  as  wisdom),  comments  by  a 
speaker  wh<9  questioned  the  atone¬ 
ment,  celebration  of  a  demonstration 
staged  by  lesbians  and  their  support¬ 
ers,  and  a  ritual  using  milk  and  honey. 

Defenders  say  United  Methodists 


didn’t  plan  the  event,  that  expressions 
by  lesbians  were  not  part  of  the  offi¬ 
cial  program,  and  that  participants 
could  discern  the  appropriateness  or 
consistency  with  United  Methodist 
teachings  of  speakers’  comments. 

In  his  report  as  executive  secretary 
and  editor  of  Good  News  magazine, 
the  Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger  II  of 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  said  “Re-Imagining” 
may  prove  to  be  a  “gift  from  God.” 

'A  frontal  assault' 

He  said  the  issue  is  not  the 
church’s  support  of  ecumenical 
events,  nor  the  Women’s  Division’s 
mission  history,  nor  women’s  theol¬ 
ogy,  but  “a  frontal  assault  on  foun¬ 
dational  Christian  doctrine  at  a 
gathering  that  was  supposed  to  have 
been  sympathetic  and  supportive  of 
the  Christian  faith.” 

He  called  the  event  a  “coming- 
out  of  radical  feminist  theology  . . . 
a  poignant  example  of  the  near-fatal 
collapse  in  mainline  Protestantism 
of  authority,  doctrine,  memory  and 
tradition.”  To  stop  a  “theological 
and  ethical  free  fall,”  he  said,  “it’s 
time  we  pull  the  rip  cord  on  the 
emergency  chute.” 

In  his  keynote  address,  the  Rev. 
William  H.  Hinson,  pastor  of  First 


United  Methodist  Church  in  Hous¬ 
ton,  largest  congregation  in  the  de¬ 
nomination,  chastised  the  Council 
of  Bishops  for  not  criticizing  the 
Minneapolis  event. 

(At  its  meeting  in  early  May,  the 
bishops  agreed  to  conduct  a  study 
of  wisdom  literature  in  the  Bible 
but  did  not  comment  collectively 
on  the  event.) 

Dr.  Hinson  described  as  “intel¬ 
lectual  tyranny”  and  “intimida¬ 
tion”  recent  efforts  to  silence  critics 
of  the  “Re-Imagining”  conference. 

Either  Lord  or  not 

During  a  free  afternoon,  partici¬ 
pants  were  invited  to  a  previously 
unscheduled  meeting  to  discuss  the 
Minneapolis  conference  with  Dottie 
Chase,  a  long-time  Good  News 
leader  from  Willard,  Ohio. 

Ms.  Chase,  who  attended  the  “Re- 
Imagining”  event,  said  the  central  is¬ 
sue  it  raised  is  “Who  do  you  say 
Jesus  is?  He’s  either  the  Christ  and 
the  Lord  of  the  Church  or  he’s  not.” 

Also  leading  the  two-hour  informal 
session  was  Faye  Short,  director  of 
the  Evangelical  Coalition  for  United 
Methodist  Women.  More  than  80 
people  attended. 


selves  apart  from  most  paste 
everything  from  clothing  st 
preaching  style,  they  favored 
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Youth  choir  awakens 
church  to  mission 


By  HEATHER  PECK 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

EXMORE.Va. — Celebrating  its 
tenth  year,  a  43-member  United 
Methodist  youth  choir  from  Virgin¬ 
ia  continues  to  volunteer  help  in 
needy  areas  worldwide,  perform 
songs  that  affirm  the  Christian  faith 
and  encourage  church  members  to 
help  others  through  mission  work. 

Consisting  of  13-  to  18-year-old 
musicians  with  a  strong  commit¬ 
ment  to  Christian  discipleship, 
“Voices  of  Youth— Awakening  The 
Church  To  Missions,”  has  per¬ 
formed  in  more  than  160  local 
churches  worldwide  and  volun¬ 
teered  at  mission  projects  in  Mexi¬ 
co,  Malaysia,  and  Singapore,  as  well 
as  in  the  United  States. 

During  the  past  decade,  the  choir 
has  performed  for  30,000  church 
members,  and  at  least  5,500  congre¬ 
gation  members  have  made  com¬ 
mitments  to  mission  programs 
following  the  performance. 

Mission  education  project 

Voices  of  Youth,  which  tours  for 
one  month  each  summer,  was  first 
constructed  by  the  Youth  Service 
Fund  Committee  of  the  Virginia 
Conference  Council  on  Youth  Min¬ 
istries  as  a  mission  education  proj¬ 
ect  for  young  adults. 

Noting  that  the  traveling  choir 
has  trained  at  least  260  youth  for 
mission,  the  Rev.  Jim  Perry,  direc¬ 
tor,  estimates  that  20  percent  of 
graduating  choir  members  pursue 


At  least  5,500 
congregation  members 
have  made  commitments 
to  mission  programs 
following  the  choir's 
performances. 


church-related  careers. 

Mr.  Perry,  pastor  of  Epworth 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Ex- 
more,  said  the  choir  was  formed  to 
help  young  people  value  and  em¬ 
brace  global  missions,  challenge 
congregations  to  participate  in  mis¬ 
sion  projects,  and  become  disciples 
of  Jesus  Christ  in  a  “truly  global 
church.” 

Voices  of  Youth  is  supported  in 
part  by  church  donations,  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  Conference  Division  of  Mis¬ 
sion  Education  and  Cultivation, 
and  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Deepens  spirituality 

According  to  the  Rev.  Gary  Rob¬ 
bins,  Voices  chaplain,  the  choir  pro¬ 
gram  helps  youth  deepen  their 
spirituality  and  affirm  their  faith. 

Speaking  from  experience,  sec¬ 
ond-year  choir  member  and  son  of 
Mr.  Robbins,  Kevin  Robbins,  16, 
said  the  youth  program  has  become 
“the  most  important  religious  expe¬ 
rience”  in  his  life. 

“I  can  feel  God’s  presence  during 


^  What's  the  Good  Word? 

By  Robert  E.  Parker 


Love 


One  of  the  greatest,  and  most  essential,  words  of  faith.  And  the 
quintessential  contradiction  of  hate  in  all  its  forms. 

Love  is  the  intense  feeling  that  binds  us  to  someone  or  something  by 
mysterious  ties,  some  of  the  heart  and  some  of  the  mind.  On  the  high¬ 
est  scale,  love  describes  the  desired  relationship  between  God  and 
humankind.  We  desire  God's  love  and  concern  for  us;  God  receives 
our  adoration  and  companionship. 

The  origin  of  the  word  is  the  Latin  lubere  or  libere  (to  please), 
which  evolved  into  the  Old  English  lufu  and  leaf  (dear).  Our  modem 
form  is  unchanged  from  the  Middle  English  love. 
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NASHVILLE — The  43-member  United  Methodist  youth  choir  from 
Virginia  performs  a  song  celebrating  God's  "sacred  fire/'  recently 
at  United  Methodist  Communications  in  Nashville.  In  its  tenth  year 
of  touring  around  the  world,  the  choir  of  13-  to  18-year-olds  con¬ 
tinues  to  volunteer  help  in  needy  areas,  perform  songs  that  affirm 
the  Christian  faith  and  encourage  church  members  to  help  others 
through  mission  work. 


PBS  presents  sympathetic 
portrait  of  Billy  Graham 


each  performance  we  give  and  ev¬ 
ery  mission  project  we  help,”  said 
Kevin  Robbins. 

Launching  their  1994  tour,  titled, 
“Rekindling  the  Sacred  Fire,”  the 
choir  spent  a  week  in  White  Eagle, 
Okla.,  helping  members  of  the  Pon¬ 
ca  tribe  at  the  White  Eagle  Reserva¬ 
tion  paint  their  church,  restore  their 
mission  hall  and  dig  ditches  for 
plumbing. 

The  youth  also  participated  in 
daily  Bible  studies,  mission  educa¬ 
tion  and  choir  rehearsals  and  met 
United  Methodist  leaders  including 
Dwight  Buffalohead  and  Becky 
Thompson,  council  director  for  the 
Oklahoma  Missionary  Conference. 


While  working  with  the  Poncas, 
the  choir  met  12-year-old  Melanie 
Feathers,  who  joined  them  for  the 
remainder  of  the  churchwide  tour. 

According  to  Mr.  Perry,  the  choir 
plans  to  travel  to  Russia  to  “leant 
how  God  has  been  alive”  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  there 
during  “so  many  years  of  hard¬ 
ships.” 

More  information  about  Voices 
of  Youth  is  available  from  the  Rev. 
Jim  Perry,  P.O.  Box  488,  Exmore, 
VA  23350;  (804)  442-6391. 

Ms.  Peck,  a  senior  in  print  jour¬ 
nalism  at  Western  Kentucky  Uni¬ 
versity,  Bowling  Green,  is  an  intern 
at  United  Methodist  News  Service. 


Celebration  marks  100th  for  seaside  auditorium 

D.,  D  AOLDT  I  C  A  D 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

OCEAN  GROVE,  N.J.— For  100 
years,  towers  of  the  “Great  Audito¬ 
rium”  soaring  above  this  Methodist 
seaside  resort  have  signaled  a  safe 
harbor  for  the  soul,  even  as  the  1 8- 
foot-high  lighted  cross  facing  the 
Atlantic  a  few  hundred  yards  away 
offers  a  landmark  for  seafarers. 

Literally  millions  of  the  faithful 
have  gathered  in  the  summers  since 
1894  to  sing,  pray,  study  the  Bible 
and  listen  to  famed  preachers  from 
Billy  Sunday  to  Billy  Graham. 

The  late  Rev.  Norman  Vincent 
Peale  came  annually  for  50  years 
and  was  the  only  preacher  to  regu¬ 
larly  fill  the  auditorium  seats  that  at 
one  time  numbered  9,600,  now  re¬ 
duced  to  6,500. 

Eight  U.S.  presidents  and  dozens 
of  lesser  political  figures  have  been 
welcomed.  Concert  artists  from  En¬ 
rico  Caruso  and  Marian  Anderson 
to  Jascha  Heifitz,  John  Philip  Sou¬ 
sa,  the  Preservation  Hall  Jazz  Band 
and  Jerry  Vale  have  attracted  thou¬ 
sands  of  people. 

Now,  rededicated  during  the  cen¬ 
terpiece  service  of  this  centennial 
summer,  and  renovated  at  a  cost  of 
$5  million,  the  Great  Auditorium  is 
ready  to  support  the  call  of  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Neil  L.  Irons  of 
Pennington,  N.J.,  to  “Spread 
abroad,  in  every  land  and  tongue, 
scriptural  holiness;  to  do  justice, 
love  kindness  and  walk  humbly 
with  our  God.” 

Celebration  of  the  auditorium’s 
100  years  is  only  one  of  this  sum¬ 
mer's  observances  in  what  is  known 
to  generations  of  believers  as 
“God’s  Square  Mile”  about  50 
miles  down  the  Jersey  shore  from 
New  York  City. 

This  year  also  marks  the  125th 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

William  Franklin  Graham,  better 
known  as  Billy  Graham,  has 
preached  to  more  people  than  any 
other  person  in  history. 

Over  the  past  five  decades  his 
work  as  an  evangelist  has  touched 
millions  of  lives,  has  shaped  evan¬ 
gelicalism  in  America,  and  has  per¬ 
manently  altered  the  way  countless 
preachers  go  about  presenting  their 
sermons. 

Given  this  impact,  it  is  remark¬ 
able  that  the  mass  media  has  not  ex¬ 
amined  his  life  in  greater  detail. 

“Crusade:  the  Life  of  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham,”  a  documentary  which  PBS  is 
broadcasting  throughout  August,  of¬ 
fers  a  balanced  overview  of  Dr. 
Graham’s  ministry. 

Producer  Randall  Balmer  asks 
some  pointed  questions,  but  this  is 
no  tabloid-TV  hatchet  job. 

Knew  something  was  missing 

“Crusade:  the  Life  of  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham”  tells  us  that  Mr.  Graham  was 
bom  into  a  devout  fundamentalist 
family  but  was  not  particularly  reli¬ 
gious  himself  and  had  no  use  for 
evangelists.  He  says,  however,  that 
by  17  he  “knew  something  was 
missing,"  and  attended  a  revival 
where  he  “calmly,  simply,  decided 
to  accept  Christ  into  my  heart.” 

An  early  colleague  and  long-time 
friend,  Charles  Templeton,  recalls 
how  they  deliberately  set  them- 
from  most  pastors.  In 

a  less 

formal,  more  colorful  approach  to 
presenting  the  Gospel. 


Review 


The  Rev.  Billy  Graham 
. . .  early  in  his  ministry 

after  some  spectacular  missteps, 
such  as  convening  Protestant  lead¬ 
ers  to  try  to  block  the  election  of  a 
Catholic  president  and  letting  him¬ 
self  be  used  by  Richard  Nixon  for 
political  advantage. 


_ _ _ _  ,T,CTT3  acuviut  rnuiunr  KUBfcKJ  L£AR 

OCEAN  GROVE,  N.J.— The  6,500-seat  "Great  Audtorium"  has 
served  as  a  preaching  place,  concert  hall  and  camp-meeting  site  for 
100  years,  and  now  rededicated,  is  ready  for  a  second  century  on 
the  New  Jersey  seacoast. 


anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the 
Ocean  Grove  Camp  Meeting  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  the  200th  anniversary 
of  the  camp-meeting  movement  in 
the  United  States. 

Begun  in  a  grove  of  trees 

In  December  1869,  the  Rev. 
William  B.  Osborn  led  in  the  orga¬ 
nization  by  1 3  Methodist  ministers 
and  13  laymen  of  the  association. 
The  first  camp  meeting  was  held  the 
next  year  in  the  “Preacher’s  Stand,” 
an  open  structure  in  a  grove  of  trees 


providing  seating  on  pine  planks 
placed  on  trusses. 

An  “auditorium”  with  a  roof  of 
tree  boughs  was  erected  next.  In 
1876  a  structure  with  open  sides 
and  seats  for  3,000  worshipers  was 
completed,  but  proved  inadequate. 

Ground  was  broken  in  1893  for 
the  Great  Auditorium,  and  it  was 
completed  in  1894  at  a  cost  of  ap¬ 
proximately  $69,000. 

With  its  five-story  vaulted  ceiling 
of  gleaming  Georgia  yellow  pine, 
lighted  with  1,148  light  bulbs  and 
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OCEAN  GROVE,  N.J.— Ruth  Staf¬ 
ford  Peale,  whose  spouse 
preached  here  from  1939  to  1991, 
addresses  centennial  crowd. 

covering  almost  an  acre  of  ground, 
the  auditorium  is  an  awe-inspiring 
worship  setting.  Thousands  of  spe¬ 
cially  crafted  glass  cups  await  com¬ 
municant  at  the  1 14-foot  altar  rail. 

Ocean  Grove’s  approximately 
7,000  year-round  residents  ride  out 
in  their  mostly  Victorian  homes  the 
storms  that  can  lash  the  seacoast. 
The  community  is  designated  as  a 
National  Historical  District. 

Mr.  Lear  is  retired  director  of  the 
Washington,  D.C.,  office  of  UMNS. 


A  most  honorable  man 

Mr.  Templeton  calls  Dr.  Graham 
“the  most  honorable  man  I  have  ever 
met.”  We  hear  how  the  members  of 
the  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic  Asso¬ 
ciation  avoided  the  pitfalls  of  other 
evangelists  by  insisting  on  financial 
accountability,  accuracy  in  advertis¬ 
ing  and  attendance-reporting,  avoid¬ 
ing  sexual  temptations,  and  never 
attacking  local  clergy. 

In  all  four  ways,  Dr.  Graham  set 
standards  considerably  higher  than 
the  norm  at  the  time. 

A  friend  of  popes  and  presidents, 
Dr.  Graham  has  been  accused  else¬ 
where  of  political  cowardice  and 
political  meddling,  but  this  docu¬ 
mentary  acquits  him  on  most 
counts. 

Dr.  Graham  is  quite  forthcoming, 
too,  about  how  he  mended  his  ways 


Templeton  faults  Graham 

Where  Mr.  Templeton  faults  Dr. 
Graham  is  not  for  any  lack  of  hon¬ 
esty  or  decency  but  in  the  area  of 
mental  courage.  Dr.  Graham  simply 
refused,  his  now-more-liberal  friend 
contends,  to  entertain  any  doubts 
about  Christianity — and  that  is  a 
form  of  “intellectual  suicide.” 

Knowing,  Mr.  Templeton  con¬ 
tends,  that  it  would  be  inconvenient 
as  an  evangelist  to  think  unconven¬ 
tional  thoughts  (even  if  it  might  ul¬ 
timately  make  him  an  even  better 
one!).  Dr.  Graham  has  “cheated 
himself  out  of  part  of  life,  the  life  in 
which  one  is  free  to  examine  any 
question,  to  doubt  anything,  to 
challenge  any  idea. . .” 

This  is  precisely  the  great 
strength  of  “Crusade:  the  Life  of 
Billy  Graham.”  Dr.  Balmer  seems 
to  like  his  subject.  He  clearly  ad¬ 
mires  Dr.  Graham’s  skill,  organiza¬ 
tion,  and  sincerity. 

Rather  than  digging  for  dirt  on 
Dr.  Graham,  Dr.  Balmer  raises  fun¬ 
damental  questions  about  the  abili¬ 
ty  of  Christians  to  relate  to  the  real 
faith-struggles  of  ordinary  people 
without  questioning  the  beliefs 
which  trouble  most  sinners.  These 
are  questions  worth  pondering. 

Check  the  listings  for  your  local 
public  TV  station  to  catch  “Cru¬ 
sade:  the  Life  of  Billy  Dr.  Graham.” 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Bay 
Shore  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Long  Island,  New  York  and  fre¬ 
quently  reviews  films  and  television 
for  the  Reporter. 


Hymn  tells  pastor's  secret 
for  overcoming  burdens 


When  the  church's  action  causes  human  suffering 


By  JEFFREY  GROS 

Christians  are  often  discouraged 
when,  for  all  of  their  good  will,  they 
experience  the  frustration  of  being 
part  of  institutions  that  cause  hu¬ 
man  suffering  in  the  world. 

Even  our  churches  are  not  always 
free  of  the  evil  we  experience  in 
government,  family,  business  and 
the  other  communities  to  which  we 
belong.  Indeed,  human  sinfulness  is 
a  factor  none  of  us  can  escape. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  even 
more  frustrating  when  we  feel  pow¬ 
erless  to  contributing  to  better  the 
world  full  of  tragedy  in  which  we 
live. 

'Good  people' 

This  readable  volume  covers  a 
wide  range  of  human  situations  in 
which  we  feel  powerless  to  change 
with  both  analyses  and  suggestions 


Review 


Why  Good  People  do  Bad  Things 
by  Gerard  Vanderhaar  (Mystic, 
Conn.:  Twenty-Third  Publications, 
1994)  paperback  $9.95, 151  pages. 

for  dealing  with  them  personally 
and  as  a  community. 

The  first  chapter  analyzes  how  we 
see  ourselves  as  “good  people,”  and 
the  discontent  we  feel  when  our 
good  intentions  cannot  always  be 
realized  in  the  institutions  in  which 
we  are  involved. 

The  author  draws  on  examples 
from  around  the  globe,  the  Philip¬ 
pines  to  the  Ukraine,  Africa  to  Can¬ 
ada,  Haiti  to  Japan,  with  dozens  of 
human  experiences  that  assists  the 
reader  to  identify  herself  and  also  to 
understand  others. 

The  second  chapter  goes  on  to  ex¬ 


plain  how  others  are  hurt  by  our 
complicity  in  ordinary  life,  without 
any  evil  intent. 

Our  good  intentions 

The  next  set  of  chapters  talk 
about  the  underside  our  good  inten¬ 
tions.  These  include  such  problems 
as: 

■  Human  relations  and  sexuality, 

M  Focus  on  the  individual  and 
personal  salvation, 

■  The  avoidance  we  all  make  of 
painful  situations  and  some  of  the 
deepest  difficulties  of  our  time  in 
militarism,  sexism,  economic  com¬ 
plicity  in  exploitation,  environmen¬ 
tal  problems,  and  even  the  inability 
of  religious  institutions  to  measure 
up  to  their  own  standards. 

The  final  three  chapters  focus  on 
the  gift  of  compassion,  ways  of  af¬ 
fecting  the  society  for  good  and 


sowing  the  seeds  of  nonviolence. 

The  book  is  a  manual  for  survival 
when  the  human  spirit  feels  crushed 
by  the  weight  of  the  problems  of  hu¬ 
man  suffering  and  paralyzed  by  the 
magnitude  of  the  task  of  being 
Christian  in  the  world. 

It  is  a  spiritual  resource  for  being 
an  agent  of  good  even  in  institu¬ 
tions  that  compromise  the  good 
that  is  intended. 

Written  in  the  spirit  of  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.,  Mahatma  Gandhi, 
Dom  Helder  Camara  and  Dorothy 
Day,  it  will  be  a  guide  for  both  indi¬ 
viduals  and  groups  as  they  face  a 
more  complex  world  in  trying  to 
find  and  promote  Gospel  values. 

Brother  Jeffrey  Gros  is  associate 
director  of  ecumenical  and  interre¬ 
ligious  affairs  of  the  U.S.  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Catholic  Bishops. 


If  the  world  from  you  withhold  of 
its  silver  and  its  gold, 

And  you  have  to  get  along  with 
meager  fare. 

Just  remember  in  his  Word  how  he 
feeds  the  little  bird. 

Take  your  burden  to  the  Lord  and 
leave  it  there. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Charles  Albert  Tindley  had  re¬ 
turned  to  Philadelphia  to  pastor 
what  later  became  Calvary  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church.  He  wrote 
both  words  and  music  for  the  hymn 
a  few  years  afterward. 

Tindley  was  bom  in  1851;  his 
mother  died  when  he  was  four;  and 
a  year  later,  he  was  separated  from 
his  father.  He  taught  himself  to  read 
and  write  at  the  age  of  17  and  be¬ 
came  a  serious  student.  In  1885,  be¬ 
cause  he  felt  called  to  the  Methodist 
ministry,  he  took  the  necessary  ex¬ 
amination  along  with  several  other 
candidates. 

On  this  occasion  another  appli¬ 
cant  inquired  of  Tindley,  “How  do 
you  expect  to  pass  this  examina¬ 
tion?  I  and  the  other  candidates 
hold  diplomas  in  our  hands.  What 
do  you  hold?” 

“Nothing  but  a  broom,”  replied 


History 
of  Hymns 

Tindley,  who  had  just  left  his  work 
as  sexton  of  his  church.  When  the 
grades  were  announced,  he  ranked 
second  best  among  a  large  class. 

After  serving  several  churches, 
Tindley  was  appointed  in  1902  as 
pastor  of  the  Philadelphia  church 
where  earlier  he  had  been  sexton.  In 
the  decades  that  followed,  the 
church  grew  and  ministered  to  mul¬ 
titudes. 

A  man  came  to  see  Tindley  one 
day  and  told  him  of  his  heavy  bur¬ 
dens.  Tindley  listened  carefully, 
then  told  him  to  “Go  home,  secure 
a  large  sack,  get  your  troubles  to¬ 
gether  and  name  each  one  as  you 
drop  it  into  the  sack.  Then,  sling 
that  burden  down  at  the  feet  of  Je¬ 
sus,  and  leave  it  there.  As  you  go 
about  your  daily  work,  thank  Him 
for  answering  your  prayer.” 

After  the  man  left  his  home, 
Tindley  wrote  “Take  your  burden 
to  the  Lord  and  leave  it  there.” 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"O  the  Depth  of  Love  Divine " 


a.  .  ■A'  Louisiana  United  Methodists  in 

Campus  Ministry 

United  Methodist 
Student  Day 

Last  Sunday  in  November 

AUGUST  5,  1994 


New  Campus  Ministers  are  welcomed 

“Higher  education  is  a  significant 


part  of  our  Wesleyan  heritage,  our 
present  task  and  our  future  respon¬ 
sibility.  The  Church  continues  its 
historic  mission  of  uniting  knowl¬ 
edge  and  vital  piety  by  maintaining 
educational  institutions  and  a  cam¬ 
pus  ministry  to  all  persons  within 
the  academic  community  without 
respect  to  sex,  race,  creed  or  nation¬ 
al  origin."  (Paragraph  1513.1  in 
United  Methodist’s  The  Book  of 
Discipline ) 

This  mission  statement  provides 
our  church  with  a  statement  of  faith 
and  a  challenge  for  campus  minis¬ 
try:  to  continue  the  historic  mission 
of  the  church,  uniting  knowledge 
and  vital  piety. 

Stepping  up  to  face  that  challenge 
are  four  new  additions  to  Louisiana 
United  Methodist’s  campus  minis¬ 
tries: 

f  Beth  Watts  is  the  new  campus 
minister  of  the  Wesley  Westminster 
Foundation  in  Natchitoches.  After 
serving  our  public  school  system  for 
several  years  as  a  special  education 
teacher,  Beth  responded  to  a  differ¬ 
ent  calling:  full-time  church  minis¬ 
try.  Her  work  in  the  local  church  is 
expansive.  Worship,  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  and  youth  are  all  familiar  ar¬ 
eas  of  ministry  for  her. 

■f  Rev.  Tim  Hamilton  became  the 
campus  minister  of  Southeastern 
Louisiana  University’s  Methodist/ 
Presbyterian  Campus  Ministry  ear¬ 
lier  this  year.  Tim,  a  Presbyterian 
minister,  has  a  broad  campus  min¬ 


Beth  Watts 


istry  background  after  serving  for 
many  years  in  Methodist  ministries 
in  South  America. 

t  Rev.  Andy  Goff  is  in  his  second 
year  of  ministry  at  Grambling  State 
University.  You  may  recognize 
Andy  as  one  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  newest  deacons;  he  was  or¬ 
dained  in  Shreveport  at  the  Annual 
Conference  in  June.  A  graduate  of 
Candler  School  of  Theology  at 
Emory  University,  Andy  brings  a 
creative  and  inspiring  style  of  min¬ 
istry  to  our  Conference. 

t  Rev.  Dan  Fultz  has  taken  the 
challenge  of  pastoring  our  newest 
campus  ministry  circuit.  Dan  is  co¬ 
ordinating  student  leaders  for  min¬ 
istry  at  LSU-Shreveport,  Southern 
University-Shreveport  and  Bossier 


Rev.  Dan  Fultz 


Parish  Community  College.  Since 
his  office  is  located  on  the  campus 
of  Centenary  College,  he  is  also 
networking  with  students  on  that 
campus. 

As  we  welcome  these  new  campus 
ministers  and  pray  for  God’s  guid¬ 
ance  in  their  ministry,  we  call  upon 
local  churches  near  these  and  all  of 
our  campus  ministries  to  support 
them  with  your  prayers,  your  gifts 
and  your  service. 

—  Rev.  Roger  Templeton 

(Editor’s  note:  Photos  of  all  four  min¬ 
isters  were  requested.  When  other  pho¬ 
tos  are  received  they  will  be  published 
in  future  issues  of  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist.) 


COLLEGE  AND  UNIVERSITY  STUDENTS! 


This  colorful  poster  was  commissioned  by  the  Louisiana  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Campus  Minis¬ 
try.  It  features  the  names  and  phone  numbers  of  campus  ministers  at  public  universities  in  Louisiana. 
The  eye-catching  poster  (actual  size  11  by  17  inches)  may  be  obtained  from  any  campus  minister  or  by 
calling  Rev.  Roger  Templeton,  Conference  director  of  youth  and  campus  ministries  (504)  346-1646. 


National  Ecumenical  Christian  Gathering 
to  attract  3,000  college,  university  students 


Students  of  Louisiana’s  universi¬ 
ties  and  colleges  are  invited  to  gath¬ 
er  with  others  from  the  nation’s 
institutions  of  higher  learning  Dec. 
28,  1994  to  Jan.  1,  1995  in  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  where  the  Gateway 
Arch  stands  as  a  welcoming  symbol. 

The  National  Ecumenical  Chris¬ 
tian  Student  Gathering  promises  to 
be  a  once-in-a-lifetime  event  and 
perhaps  a  fabulous  Christmas  and 
New  Year’s  gift  for  a  student.  It 
could  be  a  “White  after-Christmas 
holiday”  since  St.  Louis  averages  17 
inches  of  snow  annually  and  tem¬ 
peratures  average  31.9  degrees 
Fahrenheit  at  that  time  of  year. 

“Gathering  at  the  Crossroads” 
will  be  the  theme.  Most  activities 
will  be  in  the  Marriott’s  Pavillion 
Hotel  and  the  Regal  Riverfront 
where  students  will  stay. 

Common  beliefs 

The  students  will  celebrate  their 
common  belief  in  Jesus  Christ,  exam¬ 
ine  the  many  roads  of  their  lives  with 
the  Bible  as  guide  and  open  them¬ 
selves  to  the  many  ways  Christ  calls 
them  to  serve  the  needs  and  con¬ 


cerns  of  the  world. 

Included  in  the  Conference  will 
be  creative  worship,  Bible  study, 
challenging  speakers,  seminars  of 
interest  to  students,  coffee  houses, 
global  voices,  denominational  gath¬ 
erings,  New  Year’s  festivities  and 
free  time  to  see  the  sites  of  St. 
Louis. 

From  UM  seminary 

Conference  leaders  will  be  Dr. 
Tex  Sample,  professor  of  Church 
and  Society,  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology,  a  seminary  of  the  UM 
Church,  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Dr. 
James  Forbes,  senior  pastor,  River¬ 
side  Church,  New  York  City. 

Keynote  speaker  will  be  Edwina 
Gately,  founder  of  the  Catholic  Vol¬ 
unteer  Missionary  Movement  and 
of  Genesis  House  in  Chicago. 

Bible  study  leaders  are  to  be  Dr. 
Rita  Nakashima  Brock,  associate 
professor  of  Humanities,  Hamline 
University,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  the 
Rev.  Carmen  Guerrero,  Hispanic 
missioner  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese 
of  Los  Angeles. 

Musicians  Bread  for  the  Journey 


will  provide  Christian  music  from 
around  the  world. 

Nine  sponsors 

Cosponsors  and  participants  are 
the  United  Methodist  Church, 
American  Baptist  Churches  USA, 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ),  Episcopal  Church,  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  in  Ameri¬ 
ca,  Moravian  Church  in  America, 
Presbyterian  Church  (USA),  Na¬ 
tional  Catholic  Student  Coalition 
and  the  United  Church  of  Christ. 

Registration  forms  will  be  avail¬ 
able  Sept.  1  from  campus  ministers 
or  chaplains.  The  cost  will  be  $175 
per  person  which  covers  all  pro¬ 
grams,  room  and  four  dinners. 

Students  planning  to  travel  by 
car,  bus  or  van  should  begin  to 
make  plans  to  travel  together  with 
other  groups.  Travel  options  also 
include  a  variety  of  airlines,  Grey- 
hound/Trailways  bus  and  AM- 
TRAK  train  transportation  to  St. 
Louis. 

For  additional  information  con¬ 
tact:  Kathy  Campbell,  704-547- 
4068,  or  Riddick  Weber 
919-489-1711. 
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When 

children  write 
their  pastors 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden 


Jesus  said,  “Unless  we  become  as  little  children  we 
cannot  receive  the  kingdom  of  God.”  As  I  visit  with 
the  children  around  the  Conference,  I  see  clearly  what 
he  meant.  Children  are  so  honest  and  transparent  that 
they  often  call  our  adult  games  into  judgement. 
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The  newest  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Acadiana  District 
opened  the  doors  to  its  new  home 
at  the  intersection  of  Moss  Street 
and  Gloria  Switch  Road  in  La¬ 
fayette  Sunday,  Aug.  7.  North- 
wood  UMC  was  founded  in  1991 
under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Bob 
Deich,  pastor. 

For  three  years  the  congregation 
has  met  in  Evangeline  Elementary 
School.  Construction,  which  was 
started  late  in  1993,  is  now  com¬ 
plete.  The  church’s  first  edifice  is  an  Acadian-style 
structure  with  a  high-pitched  roof  and  long  porches. 

The  sanctuary  which  will  seat  200  features  a  cathedral 
ceiling  and  is  “built  for  singing,”  Deich  said.  The  7,500 
square  foot  building  also  includes  an  educational  area. 

The  congregation  invited  the  public  to  a  Service  of 
Consecration  Sunday.  The  worship  service  began  at 
the  school  and  a  motorcade  proceeded  to  the  new 
structure. 

Symbolically,  the  minister  along  with  Charles  Gran- 
staff,  building  chair,  and  other  leaders  carried  the  bible, 
cross  and  baptismal  font  from  the  school  into  the  new 
church.  District  Superintendent  Gerald  Richardson  and 
Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  executive  director  of  CCOM  added 
their  blessings.  A  reception  was  held  after  the  service. 

The  pastor  said,  “It  was  a  day  for  thanksgiving  and 
memories,  sharing  the  way  the  Lord  has  been  with  us 
and  has  blessed  us  as  a  congregation.” 


ffb 

I til 

Rev.  Bob  Deich 


Louisianians  meet  Russian  pastors  in  Nashville 


(Editor's  Note:  See  an  additional 
article  about  the  Russian  Minis¬ 
ters'  Retreat  and  photos  by  Dotty 
Bagbey  on  inside  pages  of  the  The 

United  Methodist  Reporter.) 

Louisiana  United  Methodists 
were  among  sponsors  for  a  Rus¬ 
sian  Ministers’  Retreat  at  Scarritt- 
Bennett  Center  in  Nashville.  A 
number  of  individuals  in  the  con¬ 
ference  and  local  churches  con¬ 
tributed  time,  talents  and 
resources  to  make  it  a  success. 

Spiritual  development  was 
stressed  as  the  12  Russian  men 
and  women  met  with  Louisiana 
Conference  ministers  and  laity 
and  speakers  and  leaders  from 
other  states. 

Among  those  planning  for  the 
event  were  Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  di¬ 
rector  of  worship  and  education 
for  the  Conference;  Cheryl  Gilles¬ 
pie,  director  of  children’s  minis¬ 
tries,  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport,  and  Dr.  Dan  Hawk, 
assistant  professor  of  religion  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 


worship,  spiritual  formation  and 
other  subjects. 

There  was  much  joy  and  the  form¬ 
ing  of  friendships  with  Methodist 
brothers  and  sisters  from  Russia. 

A  special  offering  for  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Eka¬ 
terinburg  will  be  taken  in  local 
churches  on  Sept.  25.  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  voted  to  provide 
$100,000  toward  the  building  of 
their  church. 


Bible  study  was  included  in  sessions  on  spiritual  development  at 
the  Russian  Ministers'  Retreat  held  recently  in  Nashville.  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  Russian  ministers,  ABOVE,  are  among  those  searching 
the  scriptures. 


A  little  boy  in  a  congregation  I  once  served,  sent  the  following  note  af¬ 
ter  worship. 

Dear  Dr.  Oden, 

You  are  the  best  minister  1  have  ever  met.  I  do  not  know 
any  other  ministers! 

Bill  Adler  has  written  a  little  book  called  Dear  Pastor  that  I  recently 
received  as  a  gift.  1  want  to  share  a  few  letters  from  children  to  their 
ministers. 

Dear  Pastor, 

Please  pray  for  all  the  airline  pilots.  I  am  flying  to  Califor¬ 
nia  tomorrow. 

Laurie 

Dear  Pastor, 

Who  does  God  pray  to?  Is  there  a  God  for  God? 

Sincerely, 

Christopher 

Dear  Pastor, 

If  God  rested  on  the  7th  day,  why  do  kids  still  have  to  go  to 
Sunday  School? 

Yours  sincerely, 

Jerry 

I  cherish  the  following  letter  which  I  received  from  a  child: 

Dear  Bishop  Oden, 

Enclosed  is  a  $10  pledge  for  the  Conference  Center.  If  my 
allowance  is  raised,  I  will  increase  my  pledge.  Can  my  Sun¬ 
day  School  class  also  pledge?  I  am  eager  for  the  Center  to  be 
built,  especially  the  swimming  pool. 

Sincerely, 

Jake 


Delaine  and  Ray 
DeHainaut, 
RIGHT,  dressed 
in  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  attire,  met 
with  youth  at  Ju¬ 
nior  High  II  at 
Caney  Lake 
Camp.  With 
them  are  Ryan 
Reid  of  Vivian 
and  Jamie  San- 
difer  of  Bossier 
City. 


Visit  local  churches 

Following  the  retreat  July  19-29, 
some  of  the  ministers  visited 
American  local  congregations  in¬ 
cluding  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port,  and  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette. 

Rev.  Scott  Bullock,  associate 
pastor  and  Amy  Mercer,  a  lay  per¬ 
son,  both  at  Asbury  UMC,  were  in 
charge  of  snacks,  transportation 
and  other  hospitality  at  the  re¬ 
treat.  Members  of  Asbury  contrib¬ 
uted  items  and  prepared 
hospitality  bags  for  the  visitors. 

Dr.  Charles  Simmons,  pastor, 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
and  Akin  were  in  charge  of  wor¬ 
ship.  He  administered  the  Sacra¬ 
ment  of  Holy  Communion  to  the 
Russians  and  participating  Ameri¬ 
cans  during  one  service.  “The  retreat 
just  got  better  and  better,”  he  said, 
mentioning  his  pleasure  at  getting  to 
know  the  Russian  ministers. 

Gillespie's  vision 

The  Russian  Ministers’  Retreat 
was  planned  as  a  result  of  Gilles¬ 
pie’s  vision.  She  and  her  husband, 
James,  have  visited  the  Russian 
churches  and  in  homes  of  mem¬ 
bers. 

There  were  three  segments  of  the 
historic  event:  Walk  to  Emmaus, 
similar  to  Crusillo  in  Louisiana;  a  re¬ 
treat  with  the  theme,  “Spirituality  in 
the  Methodist  Tradition,”  and  a 
study  on  the  topic,  “Adventures  in 
Healing  and  Wholeness." 

Louisiana  Conference  speakers 
joined  those  from  several  states  in 
conducting  Bible  studies  and  sem¬ 
inars  on  John  Wesley's  theology, 
Methodist  beginnings,  prayer, 


Around  the  Conference 


Dr.  Ray  DeHainaut  and  his  wife, 
Delaine,  Peace  with  Justice  Educa¬ 
tors,  are  visiting  churches  and  mak- 
ing  friends  throughout  the 
Conference.  They  also  are  invited 
elsewhere.  Dr.  DeHainaut  made  a 
presentation  July  28-30  at  the 
Criminal  Justice  and  Mercy  Confer¬ 
ence  sponsored  by  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  Fellowship  Criminal 
Justice  and  Mercy  Ministries. 

Both  of  the  DeHainauts  will  be 
principal  speakers  and  workshop 
leaders  for  the  UM  Volunteers  in 
Mission  Conference  at  the  Life  En¬ 
richment  Center  in  Leesburg,  Fla., 
Sept.  23-25.  To  schedule  the  De¬ 
Hainauts  to  speak,  write  them, 
10390  Jefferson  Hwy.,  No.  239,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  LA  or  call  them,  504- 
293-2440. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Frank  B.  Akin,  pastor  of 
Francis  Asbury  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 


is  chair  of  the  1994  Community 
Prayer  Breakfast  to  be  held  Sept.  23 
at  First  Baptist  Church  in  the  city. 
“Pray  for  Our  Children  “  will  be  the 
theme  for  the  event  sponsored  by 
the  Greater  Baton  Rouge  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Churches  and  Synagogues 
and  the  National  Conference  of 
Christian  and  Jews.  A  feature  will 
be  year-long  prayer  commitments 
encouraging  every  church  and  syna¬ 
gogue  to  establish  prayer  groups  to 
pray  for  children. 

*  *  * 

Zoeanna  and  Kirby  Verret  are  the 
parents  of  a  son,  Ken-Rock  John, 
born  July  20.  Rev.  Verret  is  pastor 

of  Clanton  UM  Chapel  in  Dulac. 

*  *  * 

A  daughter,  Carlie  Nicole  Logan  , 
was  bom  July  22  to  Allyson  and 
Tom  Logan.  Rev.  Logan  is  pastor  of 
Clinton-Clear  Creek  UM  Charge. 


Dr.  Charles  Simmons  and  Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  LEFT,  assist  two  partic-  In  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  designated  an 
ipants  in  the  Russian  Ministers'  Retreat  with  the  selection  of  blue  "All-American  City,"  Russian 
jeans  in  a  Nashville  department  store.  Due  to  the  changing  econ-  women  pastors  say  "Hello!  Un- 
omy  in  Russia,  many  products  are  still  hard  to  get  in  Russia,  cle  Sam!"  Because  of  the  heat, 
RIGHT  is  Igor  Bejunov  and  behind  him  is  Leonid  N.  Popov,  both  shorts  were  bought  for  them, 
of  First  UMC  of  Ekaterinburg.  The  women  went  to  the  area 

for  the  Walk  to  Emmaus  por¬ 
tion  of  the  retreat. 


Cheryl  Gillespie,  who  had  an 
inspiration  that  led  to  the  plan¬ 
ning  of  the  retreat,  puts  a  wel¬ 
coming  sign  on  the  door  of 
Olga  Kotsuba's  room  at  the 
event  in  Scarritt-Bennett  Cen¬ 
ter,  Nashville. 


Land  purchased  for  new  North  Shore  District  church 
Northwood  UMC  in  Lafayette  consecrates  building 


A  group  of  Russian  women  ministers  say  good-bye  and  give  gifts 
to  Amy  Mercer  and  Rev.  Scott  Bullock,  LEFT,  of  Asbury  UMC,  La¬ 
fayette.  The  two  were  in  charge  of  hospitality.  The  church  pro¬ 
vided  items  and  prepared  hospitality  bags  for  Russian 
participants. 


The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
expanding  in  Louisiana.  Land  has 
been  purchased  for  the  new  UM 
Church  in  Mandeville  on  the  North 
Shore  of  Lake  Pontchartrain.  Rev. 
Barry  Hughes  is  organizing  pastor. 

“This  new  congregation  will  be 
located  in  the  fastest  growing  town 
and  parish  in  Louisiana,”  North 
Shore  District  Superintendent  Carl 
Rhoads  said.  “The  support  of  the 
District  Committee  on  Church  Ex¬ 
tension,  the  Conference  Board  of 
Church  Extension  and  the  St. 
Timothy  UMC  (Mandeville)  con¬ 
gregation  is  gratifying.  Rev.  Hughes 
is  fast  translating  a  vision  into  reali¬ 
ty.” 

Gatherings  planned 

•  Gatherings  of  persons  interested 
in  the  new  congregation  are  being 
held  this  month.  The  series  of  Sun¬ 
day  evening  meetings  have  the 
theme,  “Come  Share  the  Dream.” 

Personal  invitations,  newspaper 
advertising  and  coverage  in  the  St. 
Timothy  UMC  bulletin  are  being 
used  to  inform  the  public  about  the 
meetings  at  which  they  will  leant 
more  about  the  new  congregation. 

Those  attending  will  meet  the 
minister,  study  the  nature  and  mis¬ 
sion  of  the  church  and  celebrate  the 
unique  heritage  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Hughes  said,  “It  is  my  hope  that 
these  meetings  will  give  birth  to  an 
ongoing  Bible  study  group. 

“We  hope  to  offer  the  ‘Come 
Share  the  Dream’  series  at  least 
once  more  before  the  end  of  the 
year.  With  these  informational 
gatherings  and  a  phone  canvas 
planned  for  early  October,  we 
should  do  a  good  job  of  making  the 
community  aware  of  our  dream.” 

December  services 

Worship  services  are  scheduled  to 
begin  in  December. 

Prayers  are  requested  for  the 
project.  Persons  desiring  to  be  a 
part  of  the  new  church  start-up  and 
other  new  Conference  church  orga¬ 
nizing  ministries  may  contribute 
through  the  Bob  Lay  Memorial 
1000  Club. 

Hughes’  address  is  P.O.  Box  365, 
Mandeville,  LA  70470-0365  and  he 
may  be  reached  at  504-867-9921. 


There  are  just  trees  and  grass  right  now,  but  Rev. 
Barry  Hughes,  ABOVE,  envisions  a  church  build¬ 
ing  on  the  property  purchased  in  Mandeville  of 
North  Shore  District. 


Involved  in  the  closing  of  the 
Mandeville  land  purchase  were 
Rev.  Carl  Rhoads,  LEFT,  district 
superintendent,  B.  H.  Barker, 
SEATED,  district  board  of  trust¬ 
ees  chair,  and  Rev.  Barry 
Hughes,  organizing  pastor. 


Faith  forum 
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Loving 
God  with 
our  minds 

Have  you  and  your  congregation  thought 
much  about  God  lately? 

Odds  are  the  answer  is  “no,”  according  to  a 
United  Methodist  theologian.  That’s  particular¬ 
ly  so  if  "thinking  about  God”  is  considered  to 
be  a  working  definition  of  theology. 

Writing  recently  in  the  Christian  Century ,  a 
weekly  journal  of  news  and  ODinion.  the  Rev 

- John  B.  Cobb,  Jr., 

PfHtnfltll  stated  that  countless 
ICll  churches  have  “given 
up”  the  practice  of 
theology,  that  is,  disciplined  reflection  about 
God  and  God’s  interaction  with  creation. 

"Theology  as  the  serious  activity  of  faith 
seeking  understanding  or  self-conscious  Chris¬ 
tian  reflection  on  important  issues  has  disap¬ 
peared  from  many  churches,"  Dr.  Cobb  said. 

We  agree  for  all  the  reasons  that  Dr.  Cobb 
cites  and  for  one  that  he  does  not. 

For  his  part.  Dr.  Cobb  states  that  theology  has 
been  displaced  in  the  academic  world  by  the  gen¬ 
eralized  study  of  religion,  a  prior  commitment  to 
tile  “liberation  of  oppressed  groups,”  criticism  of 
the  Christian  heritage  and  giving  priority  to  ad¬ 
vancing  other  academic  disciplines. 

The  net  result:  Pastors  and  church  leaders 
who  receive  their  academic  training  under  con¬ 
ditions  that  minimize  or  negate  the  importance 
of  theology  are  little  inclined  to  lead  the  church, 
including  local  congregations,  in  intentional 
theological  reflection. 

We  also  perceive  a  vital  cultural  factor  at  work. 
In  a  secular  world,  all  human  activity  can  be  and 
is  regarded  apart  from  reference  to  God.  Philoso¬ 
pher  Eric  Hofier’s  observation  applies:  In  a  world 
that  has  the  technology  to  move  mountains,  who 
needs  a  faith  that  moves  mountains? 

In  short,  theology,  understood  as  faith  that 
thinks,  has  been  relegated  to  the  margins  by  aca¬ 
demia  and  society  at  large  where  it  is  regarded 
as  having  little  to  do  with  the  “real”  world. 

By  contrast,  we  as  Christians  believe  that 
faith  in  God  is  the  most  realistic  outlook  on  life. 
Hence,  using  one’s  mind  to  reflect  on  God’s 
ways  in  the  world  is  a  vital  ingredient  for  living 
rationally  and  in  depth.  Experience  shows,  for 
example,  that  “loving  God  with  one’s  mind” 
helps  to  keep  head  and  heart  in  healthy  spiritual 
balance. 

It  is  unfair,  of  course,  to  assume  that  all  con¬ 
gregations  are  bereft  of  theological  reflection. 
Countless  hard-working  preachers  and  commit¬ 
ted  lay  students  of  the  faith  regularly  help  their 
congregations  engage  with  the  reality  of  God 
and  to  apply  their  insights  to  daily  living. 

But  Dr.  Cobb’s  implicit  warning  is  valid:  To 
“give  up”  on  doing  theology  as  too  often  is  the 
case  deprives  both  ourselves  and  the  world  of 
Christianity’s  distinctive  voice.  Therefore,  we 
cease  to  do  theology  at  the  peril  of  at  least  two 
risks:  losing  our  identity  as  thinking  followers  of 
Christ,  and  acquiring  or  feeding  a  derisive  im¬ 
age  as  people  who  park  their  brains  at  the 
church  doorstep. 

Instead  of  parking  our  brains  beside  the  pew 
we  should  put  them  in  gear  for  the  sake  of  a 
world  that  desperately  needs  to  hear  God’s  truth 
proclaimed  with  both  passion  and  reason. 

Pontius'  Puddle 


Comments  on  Haiti  missionaries  irk  readers 


There  was  a  good  range  of  Christian 
opinion  presented  in  Diane  Huie  Balay’s 
story  on  Haiti  in  the  July  29  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter,  but  I  have  a  little  problem 
with  the  Rev.  Robert  McClean’s  purple 
prose.  "Independent  missionaries”  will  be 
“out  of  business”  if  justice  comes  to  Haiti? 

It  is  a  chilling  prospect  to  consider:  A 
staff  person  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  considers  a  just  soci¬ 
ety  to  be  one  which  doesn't  include  free¬ 
dom  of  religion! 

And  then  there  was  his  statement  that 
“missionaries  . . .  have  existed  on  the 
blood  of  the  people  for  years.” 

It  strains  credulity  to  think  that  “inde¬ 
pendent  missionaries” — whatever  their 
shortcomings — are  the  real  bad  guys  in  the 
land  of  the  Tontons  Macoute  and  Raoul 
Cedras. 

Paul  Somerville 
Moore,  Oklahoma 


I'm  astonished 

I’m  astonished  at  comments  of  the  Rev. 
Robert  McClean  (see  UMR ,  July  29)  in 
which  he  condemns  recent  articles  about 
suffering  in  Haiti  caused  by  economic 
sanctions.  He  is  quoted  as  referring  to 
these  stories  as  “abysmal”  because  they 
were  based  on  information  from  “inde¬ 
pendent”  missionaries. 

Information  I  have  received  from  a 
United  Methodist  missionary  in  Haiti  is 
that  sanctions  are  causing  many  poor  peo¬ 
ple  to  eat  dirt,  literally.  They  eat  small 
balls  of  boiled  clay  and  then  drink  water  to 
make  the  clay  swell  up  and  produce,  tem¬ 
porarily  at  least,  a  “full”  feeling  in  their 
bellies. 

Such  suffering  is  what’s  “abysmal.”  Our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  would  be  appalled  by  it. 

Gus  Browning 
Houston,  Texas 

I  was  misquoted 

I  have  just  read  the  article  “Church 
leaders  debating  Haitian  invasion”  (see 
UMR,  July  29).  The  final  sentence,  a  di¬ 
rect  quote  from  me,  is  very  misleading  as 
it  stands  alone. 

I  believe  I  was  quite  specific  in  my 
phone  interview  with  Diane  Huie  Balay 
that  my  concern  is  with  specific  missionar¬ 
ies.  Use  of  my  quote  without  a  modifier 
(as  made  clear  in  our  previous  conversa¬ 
tion)  before  “missionaries”  such  as 
“those”  or  “such"  misleads  the  reader. 
Many  missionaries  in  Haiti  place  their 
lives  on  the  line  daily  in  defense  of  the 
people.  I  do  not  wish  my  criticism  to  be 
even  remotely  understood  to  apply  to 
these  very  brave  and  faithful  people. 

I  am  also  concerned  that  it  appears  my 
criticism  of  the  Reporter  article  and  edito¬ 
rial  is  based  on  the  source  of  your  informa¬ 
tion.  Perhaps  I  was  not  as  clear  as  I  ought 
have  been.  The  premise  with  which  I  dis¬ 
agree  is  that  somehow  or  other  it  is  sanc¬ 
tions  that  cause  the  extreme  suffering  of 
children  in  Haiti. 

That  assumption  is  not  correct.  Govern¬ 
ment  policy  causes  hunger.  Sanctions  do 
not.  The  government  specifically  decided 
to  use  the  suffering  of  children  to  elicit 
sympathy.  The  missionaries  I  criticize  are 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, 
Haiti — Haitians  line  up 
for  a  feeding  program 
sponsored  by  Food  for 
the  Poor,  an 
independent  mission 
agency  headquartered 
in  Deerfield  Beach,  Fla. 
This  site  is  able  to  feed 
about  2,000  people  a 
day,  according  to  the 
organization. 
Independent 
missionaries  have 
reported  Haitians  are 
suffering  from  the 
effects  of  food  and 
supply  shortages 
caused  by  U.S. 
sanctions  (see  related 
letters  at  left). 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

those  who  support,  even  praise,  that  gov¬ 
ernment. 

Robert  McClean 
New  York,  New  York 

Editor’s  note:  The  Reporter  stands  by  its 
July  29  story  as  published. 

She's  from  Christian  stock 

In  your  July  29  editorial,  in  commenting 
on  Bonnie  Raitt  you  state,  “We  do  not 
know  whether  Ms.  Raitt 
herself  is  a  Christian.”  I 
cannot  answer  that  ques¬ 
tion  for  you,  but  I  do 
know  she  comes  from 
good  Christian  stock. 

Her  paternal  grandfa¬ 
ther  was  a  highly  es¬ 
teemed  YMCA  executive 
in  Orange  County,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  and  her  maternal 
a  Methodist  preacher, 
The  Rev.  Earl  Haydock  of  the  Southern 
California  Conference  [a  forerunner  of  the 
current  California-Pacific  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Her  father,  of  course,  is  the  distin¬ 
guished  singer  John  Raitt. 

Tom  Pendell 
Balboa,  California 

There's  more  to  it 

I  would  like  to  address  Thomas  Sanborn 
(see  UMR,  July  22)  who  was  in  favor  of 
the  minister  returning  to  a  former  pastor¬ 
ate  for  the  performance  of  ministerial  du¬ 
ties. 

There  is  much  more  to  the  wedding  than 
the  ceremony.  For  instance,  who  gets  the 
job  of  pre-marital  counseling  for  the  en¬ 
gaged  couple,  the  new  pastor  or  the  former 
one?  What  about  arrangement  of  the 
church’s  facilities,  rehearsal,  etc? 


Bonnie  Raitt 

grandfather 


I  would  like  to  name  two  things:  1 )  How 
does  a  minister  justify  time  away  from  the 
present  pastorate  for  up  to  two  days  to 
perform  the  ceremony/services?  and  2) 
How  does  she/he  expect  to  be  able  to  say 
“no”  to  other  friends  once  the  act  is  done? 
My  own  advice  would  be  to  say  “no”  ex¬ 
cept  on  very  rare  occasions.  Returning  to  a 
former  pastorate  as  minister  is  a  definite 
breach  of  professional  ethics,  and  usually 
results  from  an  ego  which  badly  needs 
nourishment. 

Fred  W.  Norman 
Punta  Gorda,  Florida 

We  need  criticism 

In  response  to  “Let’s  be  honest  about 
the  real  cause  of  division  in  the  church,” 
(see  UMR,  July  15)  perhaps  the  division 
stems  from  an  arrogance  in  all  of  us  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists. 

Each  of  us  tends  to  rely  on  his  or  her  own 
beliefs  as  the  only  way  to  understand  Jesus 
and  God.  We  need  each  other’s  constructive 
criticism;  it  helps  us  to  reevaluate  and  grow. 

It  does  not  need  to  divide  us. 

Shirley  Horlacher  . ... 

Des  Peres,  Missouri 

It  shouldn't  take  courage 

Thank  you  so  much  for  sending  Diane 
Huie  Balay  to  attend  the  performance  and 
talk  with  the  cast  of  "Home,"  the  church 
musical  commissioned  by  the  Reconciling 
Congregations  Program  to  mark  our  10th 
anniversary  (see  UMR,  July  8).  Her  sensi¬ 
tivity  and  insight  were  evident  in  her  sto¬ 
ries. 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  courage  in 
doing  this  but  as  you  can  imagine,  I  have 
some  ambivalence  about  this.  It  shouldn’t 
take  “courage”  to  tell  the  stories  of  any  of 
our  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ.  But  the 
reality  today  is  that  the  stories  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Christians  are  at  best  ignored. 

Ms.  Balay’s  stories  will  touch  the  lives  of 


FOOD  FOB  THE  POOR  PHOTO 

some  United  Methodists  who  feel  isolated' 
and  alone.  Reading  about  “Home"  will; 
lead  them  closer  to  finding  some  peace! 
and  wholeness  on  their  faith  journey. 

Mark  Bowman 
Chicago,  Illinois; 

Editor’s  note:  Mr.  Bowman  is  the  nation¬ 
al  coordinator  for  the  Reconciling  Congre¬ 
gations  Program. 

You're  too  liberal! 

It  has  now  become  an  event  within  my 
family  to  watch  Mom  read  the  Reporter t 
Why?  Because  each  week  as  I  read  the  arti-’ 
cles  I  get  as  mad  as  a  hornet! 

There  is  an  obvious  liberal  bent  to  the 
content  of  the  paper — the  choice  of  topics,; 
the  manner  in  which  articles  are  written,’ 
the  choice  of  published  letters  to  the  editor 
and  the  editorials. 

Specific  examples  include: 

■  Your  coverage  of  the  homosexual: 
movement  within  the  church; 

■  Notes  concerning  the  liberal  United' 
Church  of  Christ  (if  you  like  them,  join 
them  and  leave  The  United  Methodist 
Church  alone!); 

Coverage,  of  the  Sophia  heresy; 

■  Praise  for  such  wayward  United 
Methodists  as  Joycelyn  Elders,  Hillary 
Clinton  and  U.S.  Justice  Harry  Blackmun; 
and 

■  Your  support  for  a  media-and-reli- 
gion  center  which  has  been  unable  to  at¬ 
tract  a  conservative  representative. 

It  is  the  job  of  the  Reporter  to  report 
happenings  within  the  United  Methodist 
community;  however,  as  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  paper  it  is  imperative  that  your  pres¬ 
ent  views  that  are  supportive  of  and  reflect 
the  principles  and  doctrines,  by  letter  and 
intent,  of  the  United  Methodist  Book  of. 
Discipline. 

Please  demonstrate  traditional  United 
Methodist  beliefs  in  your  newspaper  content. 

Betty  J.  Chen 
Webster,  Texas 


HOORAY,  TRIPLE 
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AT  A  CONCERT 


1  IP  THE  SERMON 
RUNS  OVER 
AGAIN,  I'M 
SWITCHING- 


Drama  readings  will  enhance  worship 

Here  I  Stand 


SONDAV  IMORNlNCr 


What  others  are  saying 


“We  are  called  into  ministry  be¬ 
cause  we  are  capable  people;  but  far 
more  important,  we  are  called  to 
see  the  world  from  a  different  per¬ 
spective,  a  perspective  that  testifies 
with  joy  that  ‘once  I  was  blind  and 
now  I  see.’  ” 

— The  Rev.  Janies  M.  Wall,  editor. 
The  Christian  Century  magazine. 


“More  than  any  other  issue  in 
this  country,  violence  is  destroying 
the  fabric  of  our  lives.  Churches 
must  raise  the  moral  authority  and 
create  public  opinion  and  critical 
will  to  bear  on  this  task.” 

— Sister  Elizabeth  Thoman,  director 
of  the  Center  for  Media  and  Values, 
speaking  to  the  Associated  Church 
Press. 


“Having  the  power  of  Christ  in 
you — that’s  different.  And  good. 
The  church  attempts  to  give  legal 
authority;  God  gives  moral  author¬ 
ity,  the  authority  of  truth.” 

— The  Rev.  Bob  Parrot,  editor  of  two 
new  volumes  on  the  late  theologian 
Albert  Outler. 
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By  JEANNE  MURDOCK 

The  possibilities  for  drama  as  a 
means  to  revive  the  church  and  de¬ 
feat  indifference  to  organized  reli¬ 
gion  seem  to  me  exciting  indeed. 

Drama  inevitably  arouses  interest 
and  just  as  inevitably  is  bound  to 
touch  the  lives  of  viewers  intimately 
and  personally. 

I  wouldn’t  replace  a  sermon  totally 
with  drama,  because  to  do  so  would 
be  to  eject  the  learned  mind  of  au¬ 
thority  from  the  church.  I  would, 
however,  think  it  a  very  good  idea  to 
incorporate  dramatic  elements  taste¬ 
fully  into  the  traditional  worship 
Structure. 

There  should  be  a  union  between 
religious  literature  and  literature 
written  by  scholars  outside  the 
churches.  Such  literature  is  often  di¬ 
vinely  inspired,  since  we  all  derive 
our  intelligence  from  God.  It  seems 
wasteful  not  to  give  this  inspiring 
imaginative  literature  a  forum  in 
the  church,  because  it  would  arouse 
more  interest  in  the  church  service 
and  promote  increased  literacy 
among  church  members. 

Practically  speaking,  such  dra¬ 
matic  offerings  might  very  well  be 
the  answer  to  prayers  for  filling 
church  coffers.  Attendance  at  gener¬ 
al  storytelling  events  indicates  that 
dramatic  readings  of  Bible  stories 
likely  would  be  well  attended.  To 
charge  admission  for  such  readings 
to  help  support  the  church  would 
not  be  out  of  line. 

Furthermore,  dramatic  reading  of 
Bible  stories  by  professional  story¬ 
tellers  in  church  classes  would  be  a 
real  treat  for  the  members,  who 
sometimes  may  not  stay  the  course 
with  conventional  Bible  study. 


Jeanne  Murdock 
is  a  member  of 
Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church 
in  Carrollton, 

Texas  (North 
Texas  Annual 
Conference). 


Another  exciting  community  pos¬ 
sibility  is  an  ecumenical  readers’  the¬ 
ater  open  to  members  from  several 
denominations.  Such  a  readers’  the¬ 
ater  could  do  much  to  promote  com¬ 
munity  harmony  among  fai(hs  and 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Likewise  the  Spirit  helps  us  in 
our  weakness;  for  we  do  not  know 
how  to  pray  as  we  ought,  but  that 
very  Spirit  intercedes  with  sighs  too 
deep  for  words.”  (NRSV) 


diminish  denominational  divisions. 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  with 
its  tolerant  “agree  to  disagree”  per¬ 
spective,  would  seem  to  be  the  logical 
framework  within  which  such  an  ecu¬ 
menical  initiative  could  occur. 

At  the  conclusion  of  a  play  in  my 
senior  year  in  high  school,  I  dis¬ 
tinctly  recall  the  actor  playing  Clar-' 
ence  Darrow  clapping  Origin  of 
Species  firmly  together  with  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  thus  symbolically  uniting  scien¬ 
tific  and  religious  thought.  In  my 
own  mind,  I  see  a  similar  firm  fu¬ 
sion  of  works  of  fine  literature  with 
the  Gospel,  bringing  the  light  of  a 
new  day  of  learning  into  our  places 
of  worship. 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


gast  week’s  answer:  Lamentations  3:22, 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  14 

Sunday:  Psalms  84.J-4 
Monday:  Psalms  84:5-12 
Tuesday:  i  Kings  2:10-12 
Wednesday:  1  Kings  3:3-14 
Thursday:  Ephesians  5:15,16 
Friday:  Ephesians  5:17-20 
Saturday:  John  6:51-58 


POSITION 

OPEN 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has  an  imme¬ 
diate  opening  for  a  marketing  executive  with 
proven  promotional  skills,  an  ability  to  relate 
to  United  Methodists  of  every  bent,  a  thor¬ 
ough  knowledge  of  the  church  and  an  appre¬ 
ciation  of  how  the  Reporter  can  support  and 
enhance  the  church's  ministry. 

Ideal  person  will  have  college  degree:  high 
levels  of  energy  and  creativity;  previous  mar¬ 
keting/sales  experience;  and  an  active  Chris¬ 
tian  commitment. 

Job  involves  travel,  relocation  to  Dallas. 
Salary  negotiable. 

Contact  Patricia  Strohschein, 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX 
752660275.  (214)  630-6495. 

Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer. 
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RESPONSE  TO  KILLINGS:  The  Rev. 

Langdon  Garrison,  superintendent  of  the  Pen¬ 
sacola  District  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  spearheaded  an  interfaith  meeting  of 
religious  leaders  last  week  in  response  to  the 
murders  of  physician  John  Britton  and  his  es¬ 
cort,  Col.  James  Barrett,  July  29  outside  an 
abortion  clinic  in  Pensacola,  Fla.  “It  is  time  to 
rise  above  the  noise  of  the  extremists  and  give 
the  silent  majority  an  opportunity  to  be  heard,” 
Dr.  Garrison  said.  The  religious  leaders  issued 
a  statement  calling  for  "cooling  our  rhetoric” 
in  public  debates  on  issues,  not  just  abortion, 
and  for  seeking  nonviolent  means  of  disagree¬ 
ment  and  conflict  resolution. 

MEMBERSHIP  DECLINES:  Unofficial 

figures  reported  by  The  United  Methodist 
Church  showed  a  60,000-member  decline  for 
the  U.S.  church  in  1993,  about  the  same  as  the 
62,137  decline  in  1992.  An  unofficial  tally 
based  on  reports  from  the  church’s  U.S.  annu¬ 
al  (regional)  conferences  indicates  at  least  13 
conferences  gained  membership.  Total  lay 
membership  in  the  U.S.  is  more  than  8.6  mil¬ 
lion.  Official  1993  membership  figures  will  be 
released  later  this  year  by  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration. 

FIRST  KOREAN:  Appointed  to  serve  Pe- 
gram  (Tenn.)  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
Rev.  Hyeon  Sik  Hong,  a  Ph.D.  candidate  at 
Vanderbilt  Divinity  School  in  Nashville, 

Tenn.,  is  believed  to  be  the  first  Korean  senior 
pastor  of  a  predominantly  white  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation  in  the  southeastern  United 
States. 


RACISM  HEARINGS:  U.S.  churches 
can  take  part  in  an  ecumenical  campaign  on 
human  rights  and  racism  that  will  culminate  in 
testimony  before  the  United  Nations.  The 
campaign,  “Racism  Is  a  Violation  of  Human 
Rights,”  is  co-sponsored  by  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  and  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  Hearings  are 
scheduled  Oct.  7-19  in  New  York;  Chicago; 
Okmulgee,  Okla.;  Oakland,  Calif.;  El  Paso, 
Texas;  Birmingham,  Ala.;  and  Washington, 
D.C.  More  information  is  available  from 
WCC/NCC  Campaign:  Racism  Is  a  Violation 
of  Human  Rights,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Suite 
572,  New  York,  NY  10115. 

CALL  TO  CLINTON:  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Area) 
has  urged  President  Clinton  to  call  for  volun¬ 
teer  medical  and  other  aid  for  millions  of  refu¬ 
gees  in  the  African  countries  around  Rwanda. 
In  a  July  27  letter  to  President  Clinton  and  his 
wife,  Hillary,  Bishop  May  thanked  the  govern¬ 
ment  for  food,  water  and  personnel  and  asked 
for  building  of  new  villages  and  orphanages, 
coordination  of  relief  services  by  the  interna¬ 
tional  Red  Cross,  congressional  reassessment 
of  U.S.  foreign  policies  affecting  central  and 
southern  Africa,  and  monetary  aid  and  techni¬ 
cal  assistance  for  development  in  Africa. 

MEDICAL  PERSONNEL  WANTED: 

Volunteer  medical  personnel  to  assist  in  the 
crisis  in  Central  Africa  are  being  urgently  re¬ 
quested  by  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief.  Trained  medical  personnel  are  asked 
to  serve  for  short-term  mission  stints  in  refugee 
camps  in  Zaire  and  on  the  border  of  Rwanda. 
The  service  will  be  coordinated  through  the  In¬ 
terchurch  Medical  Assistance  Program.  Inter¬ 
ested  persons  should  contact  the  Rev.  John 
McCullough,  head  of  the  Mission  Personnel 
Resources  Program  Department  at  (800) 
UMC-GBGM. 

MEDICINE  BOXES,  TOO:  Also 

sought  for  the  Central  African  refugee  crisis 
are  “medicine  boxes”  of  non-prescription  items 
like  aspirins  and  bandages  for  the  medical 
teams.  Churches  also  should  send  a  check  for 
$325  for  prescription  drugs  and  to  cover  ship¬ 
ping  costs.  To  receive  a  10-page  booklet  with 
the  list  of  medicines  and  the  shipping  address, 
call  UMCOR  at  (800)  554-8583.  (Please  note 
corrected  phone  number.)  Make  the  check  pay¬ 
able  to  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  for  Advance  No.  982630-3. 

NCC  SUED:  Charging  “false  and  defama¬ 
tory  statements,”  Libra  Investments,  Ltd.,  has 
sued  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  and  some  of  its  staff  exec¬ 
utives,  according  to  Newscope.  The  problem  re¬ 
lates  to  the  NCC’s  attempts  to  recover  $8 
million  invested  in  Banka  Bohemia  “guaran¬ 
tees”  by  two  NCC  executives  who  since  have 
been  fired. 

WOMEN  GET  GRANT:  Church  Wom¬ 
en  United  has  been  awarded  a  W.  K.  Kellogg 
Foundation  grant  in  the  amount  of  $1,375,790 
to  provide  emerging  and  established  lay  lead¬ 
ers  the  necessary  leadership  development  skills 
to  bring  about  social  and  economic  change 
within  the  local  community  and  on  the  nation¬ 
al  level.  The  three-year  grant  runs  through  July 
31,  1997.  Church  Women  United  is  a  national 
ecumenical  movement  of  Protestant,  Roman 
Catholic,  Orthodox,  and  other  Christian  wom¬ 
en  throughout  the  United  States  and  Puerto 
Rico. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Churches  build  bridges  to  peace  for  Irish 


Protestant  and  Catholic  teens  come 
from  Ulster  to  learn  cooperation 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DANIEL  R.  GANGIER 

ARLINGTON,  Texas — Music  and  laughter  in  the  spirit  of  Christ  unites  32  Catholic  and  Protes¬ 
tant  teens  from  Arlington  and  Northern  Ireland  during  july.  A  guitar,  an  Irish  pipe,  ballads  and 
songs  brought  an  audience  of  more  than  300  together  at  St.  Barnabas  United  Methodist  Church 
for  a  farewell  talent  show. 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

ARLINGTON,  Texas— For 
decades  Ulster  in  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  has  meant  division  and 
bloodshed  from  the  enmity  be¬ 
tween  Protestants  and  Catholics. 

St.  Barnabas  United  Methodist 
Church  and  12  other  churches  in 
this  Dallas-Fort  Worth  suburb 
want  to  change  that.  They  are  part 
of  “The  Ulster  Project,”  in  which 
25  cities  nationwide  hosted  more 
than  400  Irish  youths  this  summer. 

Their  goal:  To  foster  tolerance, 
understanding  and  friendship  be¬ 
tween  future  Protestant  and  Catho¬ 
lic  community  leaders  in  Northern 
Ireland. 

Northern  Ireland  is  made  up  of 
six  of  the  nine  counties  in  Ulster, 
the  northeast  re¬ 
gion  of  Ireland. 

When  Ireland 
became  a  do¬ 
minion  in  1921, 

Northern  Ire¬ 
land  voted  to  re¬ 
main  a  province 
of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Today,  Northern  Ireland  is  two- 
thirds  Protestant  and  one-third 
Catholic.  The  region  has  been  trou¬ 
bled  since  1968-69,  when  Ulster 
Catholics  demonstrated,  complain¬ 
ing  they  were  discriminated  against 
by  the  Protestant  majority.  Through 
1990,  according  to  The  World  Al¬ 
manac,  2,000  deaths  from  shoot¬ 
ings  and  bombings  have  been 
attributed  to  “the  troubles,”  as 
the  Irish  call  the  unrest. 

Churches  sponsored 

Out  of  this  turbulent  history 


came  16  Northern  Irish  teens — 
eight  Catholic,  eight  Protes¬ 
tant — to  spend  July  in  Texas 
with  16  American  teens  and  their 
families.  United  Methodist,  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic,  Episcopalian, 
Presbyterian  and  Christian  (Dis¬ 
ciples  of  Christ)  churches  in  Ar¬ 
lington  sponsored  the  group. 

According  to  host  Tom  Bon- 
jour,  a  member  of  St.  Barnabas 
UMC,  the  Irish  teens  met,  worked 
and  played  with  American  teens 
as  well  as  with  each  other.  They 
observed  home  and  community 
life  in  a  society  stressing  teamwork 
rather  than  conflict. 

Sharing  experiences 

They  will  share  their  experi¬ 
ence  with  families  and  friends 
once  they  return  to  their  homes. 
In  that  way,  Ulster  Project  hosts 
hope,  the  Irish  youths  can  shape 
a  new  generation  of  leaders  living 
together  peacefully. 

Mr.  Bonjour  said,  “It  is  hoped 
that  opening  channels  of  commu¬ 
nications  at  the  individual  level 
may  be  a  way  to  reconciliation 
and  peace.  Our  hope  is  a  safe 
community  life  for  all.” 

Mary  Gallagher,  trip  coordina¬ 
tor  from  Belfast,  observed  that 
“changes  (in  Northern  Ireland) 
are  coming  from  the  young  peo¬ 
ple.  They  are  quietly  working  for 
peace  in  the  background. 

“I  have  hope  for  Ireland.  There 
is  animosity  by  very  few  people. 
The  young  people  will  not  be  held 
ransom  by  that  (animosity).  They 
are  the  hope  of  the  future.” 

This  is  Ms.  Gallagher’s  second 
trip  to  the  U.S.  She  has  worked 
with  the  project  for  nine  years. 
Two  of  her  sons  have  been  in  the 


Ulster  Project. 

During  their  five-week  stay, 
the  Irish  youth  and  their  Ameri¬ 
can  counterparts  worshiped  to¬ 
gether  at  Catholic  and  Protestant 
churches,  encountered  each  other 
in  discussions  and  enjoyed  life 
together.  Fun  included  major 
league  baseball,  amusement 
parks  and  a  trip  to  San  Antonio. 

The  group  also  worked  at  the 
Shalom  Zone,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  urban  outreach  project,  in 
Fort  Worth.  They  painted,  sorted 
clothes  and  assisted  with  vaca¬ 


tion  Bible  school. 

Dick  BessenhofTer,  volunteer 
publicist  for  the  Arlington  proj¬ 
ect,  said  he  thought  that  the  Irish 
youths  were  most  impressed  by 
the  way  American  Catholics  and 
Protestants  get  along  with  each 
other.  He  said  such  cordiality  is 
foreign  to  life  in  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  where  religion  divides. 

25-year  history 

The  Arlington  project  is  the 
first  Ulster  Project  in  Texas,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  BessenhofTer.  In 


its  25-year  history,  more  than 
4.000  youths  in  their  mid-teens 
have  visited  the  U.S. 

No  Ulster  Project  participant 
has  joined  a  paramilitary  group 
in  Northern  Ireland,  said  Mr. 
BessenhofTer.  He  said  he  believes 
these  youths  will  influence  their 
peers  for  peace. 

The  Arlington  effort  for  the  Ul¬ 
ster  Project  was  such  a  positive  in¬ 
fluence  upon  both  church  and 
community  that  sponsors  have  de¬ 
cided  to  open  their  homes  and 
hearts  again  next  summer. 


Russian  UM  ministers  praise  ' spirited '  U.S.  event 


By  DOTTY  BAGBEY 

NASHVILLE— Months  ago, 
Cheryl  Gillespie,  director  of  chil¬ 
dren’s  ministries  at  a  United 
Methodist  church  in  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference,  had  an 
inspiration. 

“1  saw  Russian  ministers  coming 
to  the  United  States  for  a  spiritual 
retreat,”  Ms.  Gillespie  said. 

She  enlisted  the  aid  of  the  Rev. 
Leslie  Akin,  conference  director 
of  education  and  worship  minis¬ 
tries.  They  started  planning. 

Their  plans  reached  fruition 
July  19-29  when  12  Russian  men 
and  women  ministers  and  lay 
pastors  from  Moscow  and  Ekate¬ 
rinburg  churches  arrived  at  Scar- 
ritt-Bennett  Center  for  the  first 
Russian  Ministers’  Retreat. 

Some  of  the  Russians  are  still  in 
America  visiting  local  churches 
through  the  month  of  August. 


PHOTO  BY  DOTTY  BAGBEY 


NASHVILLE — Selecting  the  right  size  jeans  for  family  members 
back  home  is  not  easy.  Russian  pastors  Leonid  Popov  and  Igor 
Bejunov  (at  right)  are  assisted  respectively  by  the  Rev.  Charles 
Simmons  and  the  Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  both  of  the  Louisiana  Annu¬ 
al  Conference. 


Spiritual  formation 

The  intention  of  the  retreat, 
said  the  leaders,  was  to  give  the 
Russian  ministers  a  basic  under¬ 
standing  of  spiritual  formation 
so  that  they  could  put  those  ideas 
into  practice  in  ways  that  match 
up  with  their  Russian  culture. 

The  event  included: 

•f  A  Walk  to  Emmaus  spiritu¬ 
al  retreat  to  help  the  ministers 
with  their  individual  spiritual  de¬ 
velopment; 

v  An  educational  retreat  with 
the  theme,  “Spirituality  in  the 
Methodist  Tradition";  and 

■/  A  study  section  on  “Adven¬ 


tures  in  Healing  and  Wholeness” 
to  introduce  them  to  the  con¬ 
cepts  of  United  Methodist  forms 
of  healing  ministry. 

Sponsors  for  the  event  includ¬ 
ed  the  Louisiana  and  New  Mexi¬ 
co  annual  conferences  and  the 
General  Boards  of  Discipleship 
and  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry. 

During  the  Russian  Ministers' 


Retreat,  church  leaders  came 
from  several  states  in  the  U.S.  to 
conduct  Bible  study  and  to  in¬ 
struct  the  pastors  about  John 
Wesley’s  theology  and  Methodist 
beginnings,  prayer,  worship,  spir¬ 
itual  formation  and  other  sub¬ 
jects. 

The  Rev.  John  Penn,  director 
of  spiritual  formation  and  heal¬ 
ing  for  The  Upper  Room,  led  the 


sessions  on  spiritual  healing  and 
wholeness.  His  sessions  evoked  a 
profound  response  from  the  Rus¬ 
sians  who  asked  for  additional 
time  with  him. 

For  an  ecumenical  Walk  to 
Emmaus,  the  three  male  minis¬ 
ters  flew  to  Springfield,  Ill.  They 
were  accompanied  by  Dr.  Dan 
Hawk,  professor  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Centenary  College 
in  Shreveport,  La.  Dr.  Hawk  as¬ 
sisted  Ms.  Akin  and  Ms.  Gilles¬ 
pie  in  planning  the  retreat. 

The  Walk  to  Emmaus  im¬ 
pressed  Leonid  Popov,  minister 
of  music  at  First  Methodist  in 
Ekaterinburg. 

“American  men  are  so  open,” 
he  said.  “They  freely  embraced 
and  accepted  us.” 

Meanwhile,  in  Pulaski,  Tenn., 
Alabama  United  Methodist 
Women  were  hostesses  for  the 
Walk  to  Emmaus  attended  by  the 
Russian  and  Louisianan  women. 

A  party  broke  out 

One  evening  at  Scarritt-Ben- 
nett  Center,  the  Rev.  Craig  Gal¬ 
loway,  editorial  director  of 
Discipleship  Resources,  played  a 
guitar  as  he  spoke  about  hymns 
and  about  reconciliation.  He 
asked  for  someone  to  play  hymns 
both  nationalities  knew. 

A  festive  party  broke  out  as  ev¬ 
eryone  gathered  around  a  piano 
while  Lyudmila  Garbuzova,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Moscow  Methodist 
Church  and  director  of  a  theater, 
played  Methodist  hymns  and  sec- 


"American  men  are 
so  open.  They  freely 
embraced  and 
accepted  us." 

— Leonid  Popov 


ular  music. 

When  someone  shouted,  “Play 
’Moscow  Nights’!”  everyone  sang 
it  as  they  had  the  hymns,  each  in 
his  or  her  own  language. 

Led  by  Elena  Shapel,  who  di¬ 
rects  children’s  ministries  in 
First  Methodist,  Ekaterinburg, 
the  group  spontaneously  began  to 
sing  and  dance  to  Russian  folk 
tunes  (see  related  photo  below). 

Describing  the  event  as  a 
whole,  Olga  Kotsuba,  an  assis¬ 
tant  pastor  in  Ekaterinburg,  said, 
“It  was  a  time  of  spiritual  healing 
and  of  joy.” 

Igor  Bejunov,  a  medical  doctor 
and  an  assistant  to  Lydia  Isto¬ 
mina  at  First  Methodist,  Ekate¬ 
rinburg,  said,  “After  the  retreat 
and  seminars,  for  the  first  time 
we  understand  what  we  are  to  do ; 
in  our  churches  at  home.  We 
know  what  it  is  to  be  called  of: 
God  to  do  ministry. 

“In  all  of  the  Americans  I  met, 

I  saw  the  love  of  God,  the  eyes  of 
Christ.  I  know  I’ll  never  forget 
the  eyes,  the  love.  I  know  I’ll  nev¬ 
er  be  the  same.” 

Ms.  Bagbey  is  editor  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter. 


NASHVILLE— Fondren  Hall 
at  Scarritt-Bennett  Center 
rocks  with  Christian  joy  as 
a  party  breaks  out  among 
Russian  and  American  min¬ 
isters.  The  two  groups 
joined  in  singing  familiar 
hymns  and  dancing  to  Rus¬ 
sian  folk  tunes  during  a  re¬ 
cent  spiritual  formation 
event.  The  fellowship  expe¬ 
rienced  during  this  and  oth¬ 
er  sessions  is  one  of  the 
lessons  the  Russian  minis¬ 
ters  take  back  to  their  na¬ 
tive  land  as  they  adapt 
Wesleyan  spiritual  forma¬ 
tion  ideas  to  their  own  cul¬ 
tural  contexts. 
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Faith 

-connections 

RURAL  REALITY:  Lessons  in  the  realities 
•of  federal  policy  received  the  attention  of  the 
;Uni'ted  Methodist’s  National  Network  on 
:Town  and  Country  Ministries  when  it  was  told 
•recently  in  Washington,  D.  C.  that  as  the  num- 
•ber  of  U.S.  farms  has  declined,  congressional 
:  representation — especially  in  the  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives — has  also  shnink. 

FLOOD  RELIEF:  As  Southeastern  flood 
relief  efforts  move  toward  the  rebuilding  stage, 
building  supplies  are  among  items  needed  at 
the  United  Methodist  receiving  depot  in  At¬ 
lanta.  Items  needed  range  from  drywall  nails  to 
hammers  to  insulation.  Water  and  bleach  are 
,  no  longer  needed.  The  receiving  depot  has 
added  a  toll-free  number — (800)  450-4559 — 
for  updates  and  arrangements.  The  number  for 
..volunteers  remains  (800)  918-3100. 

ATYPICAL  CAMPING:  For  nine  years, 
Native  American  United  Methodist  families 
have  come  from  all  over  the  United  States  for 
a  weeklong  camp  meeting.  From  fewer  than  90 
participants  at  the  first  family  camp,  the  event 
'has  grown  to  more  than  600  at  the  July  camp 
held  in  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 

CHAIRMAN  NAMED:  The  Rev  Regi- 

nald  Ponder  of  Durham,  N.C.,  was  named 
chairman  of  a  United  Methodist  work  team  on 
•church  structure.  The  1 6-member  group — part 
’•of  a  churchwide  study  on  connectional  is¬ 
sues — held  its  first  meeting  Aug.  10-11  in  Dur- 
'ham. 

BERLIN  PASTOR:  United  Methodist 
Bishops  William  W.  Dew  of  Portland,  Ore., 

■  and  Walter  Klaiber  of  Frankfurt/Main,  Germa¬ 
ny,  will  be  joined  by  a  representative  of  the 
British  Methodist  Conference  to  install  the 
-Rev.  John  Atkinson  of  Swansea,  South  Wales, 
Aug.  28  as  pastor  of  the  English-speaking  con¬ 
gregation  in  Berlin. 

OUTSTANDING:  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  John  W.  English  of  Summit,  N.J.,  is  the 
•1994  recipient  of  the  Lillywhite  Award,  given 
by  an  employee  benefits  research  group  for 
:  “outstanding  lifetime  contributions  to  Ameri¬ 
cans’  economic  security.”  Mr.  English  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  investment  committee  handling  the 
$5.57  billion  portfolio  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits. 

ACTIVIST  DIES:  Bea  Swanson,  65,  a  Na¬ 
tive  American  activist  who  was  director  of  In¬ 
dian  ministries  for  United  Methodist  and 
Presbyterian  churches  in  Minneapolis,  died 
.  there  of  cancer  July  25. 


United  Methodist  singles 
meet  for  worship,  work,  fun 


NASHVILLE — The  single  adult  leaders'  meeting  bloomed  with 
brightly  colored  paper  flowers  on  paper  hats.  At  right,  Glyn- 
etta  Phenice  models  a  creation  by  the  Rev.  Debbie  Church  at 
left.  Ms.  Church,  assuring  single  adult  leaders  that  it's  okay  to 
play,  directed  workshops  in  playful  activities  designed  as  ice 
breakers  for  church  and  community  functions. 

Single  dads  fight  stereotypes 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE — More  than  300 
United  Methodist  leaders  of  sin¬ 
gle  adult  ministries  met  in  Nash¬ 
ville  recently  for  four  days  of 
worship,  workshops  and  fun. 

The  annual  training  session  in¬ 
cluded  how-to  workshops  on 
such  topics  as  ministry  to  non¬ 
custodial  divorced  fathers,  AIDS, 
outreach  to  singles  older  than  65 
and  devotional  life. 

One  evening'  session  empha¬ 
sized  the  fact  that  single  adults 
are  found  in  all  ethnic  groups 
and  that  fact  should  be  consid¬ 
ered  when  planning  single  adult 
ministries. 

Most  United  Methodist  single 
adults  reflect  the  church  at  large. 
That  is,  they  are  predominantly 
middle  class.  But  it  became  ap¬ 
parent  through  information  pro¬ 
vided  by  several  workshop 
leaders  that  many  U.S.  house¬ 
holds  headed  by  single  adults 
(usually  women)  are  among  the 


poorest  of  the  poor  (see  related 
stories  this  page). 

Workshop  leader  Don  David¬ 
son  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  empha¬ 
sized  that  in  such  families 
ministry  to  single  adults  and 
ministry  to  the  poor  intersect. 

At  the  Nashville  meeting,  par¬ 
ticipants  formed  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Single  Adult  Leaders,  a  new 
national  professional  association 
which  will  be  affiliated  with  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship,  the  event’s  sponsor. 

Elected  as  officers  were  Dick 
Dunn  of  Roswell,  Ga.,  chairman; 
Jerry  Owyang  of  Garden  Grove, 
Calif.,  co-chairman;  Paul  Santil- 
lan  of  Chicago,  Ill.,  treasurer;  and 
Penny  Adams  of  Bethel  Park, 
Pa.,  secretary. 

Mr.  Dunn  told  a  story  which 
helped  explain  the  need  for  sin¬ 
gles  ministry. 

He  said  a  newly  widowed 
woman  went  to  her  usual  Sunday 
school  class  not  long  after  her 
husband’s  death.  There  she  over- 


"Church  members 
don't  know  what  to  do 
with  singles." 

— Dick  Dunn 


heard  someone  saying,  “She’s 
not  going  to  keep  coming  here,  is 
she?  This  is  a  COUPLES  class.” 

The  devastated  women  never 
returned,  he  said,  although  she 
had  attended  that  class  for  many 
years. 

Church  members  “don’t  know 
what  to  do  with  singles,”  he  said, 
“how  to  treat  you.  It  hurts. 

“For  the  divorced,”  he  contin¬ 
ued,  “it’s  as  if  there  is  a  sign  on 
the  church  saying  ‘For  couples 
only.’  ” 

Board  member  the  Rev.  Lucy 
Blynn  Marsden  of  Springfield, 
Va.,  said  the  church  needs  an  as¬ 
sociation  to  help  new  leaders  of 
singles’  ministries  and  to  provide 
a  network  of  resources  for  experi¬ 
enced  leaders. 


NASHVILLE— Divorced  fa¬ 
thers:  automatically  “deadbeat 
dads?” 

The  image  of  the  “gaddy  dad¬ 
dy”  who  abandons  all  responsi¬ 
bility  for  his  children  “ain’t 
necessarily  so,”  United  Method¬ 
ist  leaders  of  ministries  with  sin¬ 
gle  adults  were  told  recently  at  a 
national  training  event. 

In  workshops  led  by  Jerry 
Owyang,  a  diaconal  minister  in 
the  California-Pacific  Annual 
Conference  and  a  single  father, 
men  and  women  discussed  the 
pain  mixed  with  guilt  suffered  by 
many  single  fathers. 

Noting  that  the  image  of  the 
“ideal  family”  has  been  heavily 
influenced  by  television  sitcoms, 
he  said,  “We  have  a  sense  of  guilt 
that  we’re  not  Ward  Cleaver.” 

While  not  denying  that  “dead¬ 
beat  dads”  exist,  Mr.  Owyang,  a 
former  public  defender,  said  that 
among  single  fathers  are  “good 
guys  and  bad  guys”  just  as  there 
are  “good  moms  and  bad  moms” 
among  single  mothers. 

Single  fathers  have  to  fight  ste¬ 
reotypes  of  “who  is  the  better 
parent”  and  the  view  that  “Dad’s 
not  competent  to  take  care  of  the 
child.” 

“For  Dad  to  be  a  nurturing, 
sensitive  person  goes  against  a 


"For  Dad  to  be  a 
nurturing,  sensitive 
person  goes  against  a 
macho  image." 

— Jerry  Owyang 


macho  image,”  he  said. 

In  addition,  Mr.  Owyang  said 
that  single  fathers  (and  mothers) 
face  some  frightening  statistics: 

/  Seventy  percent  of  juvenile 
criminals  come  from  fatherless 
homes; 

/"  Children  from  single-parent 
home  are  twice  as  likely  to  drop 
out  of  high  school; 

•f  One-third  of  the  children  of 
divorced  parents  suffer  clinical 
depression; 

/■  Children’s  emotional  prob¬ 
lems  from  a  divorce  can  continue 
for  10  years  or  longer. 

In  the  face  of  such  statistics,  it 
is  the  Bible  that  provided  Mr. 
Owyang  with  the  words  he  and 
other  single  parents  need  to  hear 
the  most,  he  said. 

“God  loves  me.  God  is  with 
me.  God  will  not  abandon  me,]’ 
he  said,  paraphrasing  Isaiah 
43:1-5. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BV  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


NASHVILLE — United  Methodist  Single  Adult  Leaders  met  in  Nashville  recently  for  four  days  of 
worship,  workshops  and  fun.  Beginning  at  left  are  Fred  Rowland  of  Erie,  Penn.;  Jerry  Owyang  of 
Garden  Grove,  Calif.;  Mary  Laurens  Montgomery  of  Nashville;  Mattie  Henderson  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio;  loretta  Kuhm  of  Gormania,  W.V.;  and  Kreg  Sherbine  of  Nashville.  Mr.  Owyang  and  Ms. 
Henderson  were  two  members  of  the  design  team  and  leaders  of  the  event. 


CLASSIFIED 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF 
Christian  Education,  August  1994.  Duties  in¬ 
clude  supervision  of  2  part-time  paid  youth 
workers.  Contact:  Dr.  Richard  Rustad,  Faith 
UMC,  300  Ninth  St.  NW,  N.  Canton,  OH 
44720.  Telephone:  (216)  499-0530. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  needed 
for  growing  870-member  church.  Adult  and 
children’s  vocal  and  bell  choirs.  Rush  resume 
to:  Rev.  Terry  Anderson,  1501  Sycamore,  Clo¬ 
vis,  NM  88101.(505)  763-3461. 

FULL-TIME  CHAPLAIN  FOR  residential 

children’s  home  serving  200  children  and 
youth  in  an  18  homeunit,  120-acre  campus, 
with  50  adolescent  boys  in  a  nearby  working 
ranch  setting.  Ordained  person  preferred  with 
organizational  skills,  creativity,  interpersonal 
skills,  to  carry  out  multiple  tasks,  and  willing¬ 
ness  to  serve  as  a  part  of  the  team  and  ministry 
with  children  and  youth.  Salary  and  benefits 
commensurate  with  experience.  Send  resume 
to:  Judy  Broadway,  Methodist  Home,  1111 
Herring  Avenue,  Waco,  TX  76708.  ! 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Minis¬ 

tries  for  3200-member  United  Methodist 
Church.  Two  adult  choirs,  youth  choir,  2  chil¬ 
dren’s  choirs,  handbells.  Music  degree  re¬ 
quired  with  experience  in  choral  conducting. 
Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Resume,  references  to:  Wiley  Walker, 
Music  Search  Committee,  Chapel  Hill  United 
Methodist  Church,  2717  West  Hefner  Road, 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73120. 

DIRECTOR  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  Saint 

Stephen  United  Methodist  Church,  Amarillo, 
Texas.  1600-member  suburban  church.  376 
people  in  program.  Includes  9  choral,  6  hand¬ 
bell  choirs.  Send  resume:  Music  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  4600  South  Western,  Amarillo,  TX 
79 1 09  or  call  Sharon  Tunnell  (806)  355-727 1 . 

NEEDED  IMMEDIATELY  DIRECTOR  OF 

Fund  Development.  Non-profit  agency  seeks 
Director  of  Fund  Development  to  plan  and  im¬ 
plement  comprehensive  fund  development 
program  including  membership,  special 
events,  grants,  managing  existing  fund  devej- 
opment  committee,  etc.  Experienced,  self-di¬ 
rected.  Knowledge  of  children’s  issues  helpful. 
Fax  resume  to:  (504)  899-1 1 37. 

MEDIUM  SIZE  CHURCH  SEEKING  full¬ 

time  Youth/Music  Director.  Responsible  for 
youth  program  and  children’s  and  adult  choirs. 
Salary  negotiable.  Bachelor’s  degree  and/or  ex¬ 
perience  in  related  field.  Inquiries  to:  P.O.  Box 
498,  Sweetwater.  TX  79556  or  (9 15)  236-6617. 

BUSINESS  MANAGER.  SKILLS  IN  accounting, 

budget,  reporting,  Novell  Network,  personnel. 
Administer  fiscal  policy.  2500  membership,  sala¬ 
ry  negotiable.  Trinity  UMC,  Palm  Beach  Gar¬ 
dens.  FL  33410.  (407)  622-5278. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  WANTED  TO  as¬ 

sume  responsibilities  for  well  established 
youth  program  at  a  1500-member  church  in 
southeastern  New  Mexico.  Looking  for  an  en¬ 
ergetic,  enthusiastic  person  who  wants  to  share 
the  love  of  the  Lord  with  young  people.  Salary 
according  to  experience  and  qualifications. 
Send  resumes  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  1913,  Roswell,  NM  88202- 
1913. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries  wanted  to  assume  responsibilities  for  well 
established  youth  program  pt  1000+  member 
church  in  NW  Houston  suburb.  Experience  re¬ 
quired.  Degree  preferred.  Submit  resume  and 
references  by  September  1,  1994:  CUMC,  attn: 
Mike  Riggs,  13403  Cypress  N.  Houston,  Cy¬ 
press.  TX  77429. 

TRAVIS  PARK  UNITED  METHODIST 

Church  is  seeking  qualified  individuals  as  a 
Choral  Director  and  Organist,  one  of  whom 
would  serve  as  Director  of  Music.  The  posi¬ 
tions  are  available  immediately,  Resumes  may 
be  sent  to:  Search  Committee,  Travis  Park 
UMC.  230  E.  Travis,  San  Antonio,  TX  78205. 
Travis  Park  United  Methodist  Church  is  an 
equal  opportunity  employer. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY.  Full¬ 

time  position  for  1 100-member  church.  Excel¬ 
lent  salary  and  benefit  package. 
Responsibilities  include  planning,  directing 
and  implementing  youth  ministry  programs, 
recruiting  and  equipping  adult  volunteers.  Or¬ 
ganizational  skills  a  must.  Send  resume  to: 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  601  East 
Boundary,  Perrysburg,  OH  43551,  attention 
Search  Committee. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES. 

Seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Children’s  Min¬ 
istry  for  400-member  suburban  Miami  church 
rebuilding  after  Hurricane  Andrew.  Responsi¬ 
ble  for  developing  children's  ministries 
through  a  “team  ministry"  approach  for  Sun¬ 
day  school  classes,  children’s  worship  and  mu¬ 
sic,  preschool  program,  mid-week  kids  club, 
after  school  tutorial  program,  community  out¬ 
reach  for  children  and  networking  with  other 
congregations.  Music  skills  a  major  plus.  Sala- 
ry  and  benefits  are  negotiable.  Please  contact. 
Perrine  Peters,  United  Methodist  Church, 
18301  South  Dixie  Highway,  Miami,  FL 
33157.  Phone  (305)  235-2309  or  Fax  (305) 
235-3602. 

GROWING  2600-MEMBER  CHURCH  seek¬ 

ing  Director  of  Children’s  Ministries  (over  700 
active  children).  Responsible  for  daily  and 
weekly  programming  and  staff  supervision. 
Send  resumes  to:  Matthews  UMC,  Post  Office 
Box  518,  SPRC-Tim  Stokes,  Matthews,  NC 
28106.  Deadline  for  resumes  9/15. 

BEAUTIFUL  GOLDEN  GUARDIAN  Angel 

lapel  pins!  Send  $2.00  to:  M.G.M.,  472  Villa 
Ave.,  Addison,  IL  60101. 

CHARLES  H.  DORSEY  POSTCARDS. 

founder  of  the  ushers  movement  in  America. 
Sample  order  10/S3.00,  plus  $2.00  postage  and 
handling.  Send  to:  M.  Hatchell,  P.O.  Box 
15175,  Philadelphia,  PA  19130. 

ORGANIST  SOUGHT  FOR  LARGE  church 

in  west  New  Orleans.  Four  Sunday  services 
and  accompany  choirs.  Resumes  to:  Melanie 
Starkman,  Director  of  Music,  Munholland 
UMC,  1201  Metairie  Road,  Metairie,  LA 
70005. 

PEWS.  WE  ARE  BUILDING  A  NEW  sanctu¬ 

ary  and  must  sell  our  old  pews.  Solid  oak  pews 
in  good  condition.  We  have  65  pews  of  at  least 

1 50”  in  length  and  1 1  pews  of  varying  shorter 
lengths.  Communion  railing  and  chancel  furni- 
ture  also  available.  Call  Pete  or  Joyce  at  (210) 
826-32 1 5  for  more  information. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED:  2900-mem- 
ber  church  on  southeast  Florida  coast.  Grow- 
ing  youth  ministry.  Experience  preferred. 
Contact:  Search  Committee.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  539,  Stuart,  FL 
34995. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-702 1  for  information. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR,  Cen¬ 

tral  Illinois  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 
Date  of  selection  December  3,  1994.  Appoint¬ 
ment  effective  July  1,  1995.  contact:  Mary 
Kathiyn  Pearce,  P.O.  Box  515,  Bloomington, 
IL  6 1702-05 15  for  application  forms.  Deadline 
September  1,  1994, 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smo¬ 

kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week, 
$625  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627- 
9507. 

FULL-TIME  SINGLES  DIRECTOR.  Platte 
Woods  United  Methodist  Church,  7310  NW 
Prairie  View  Road,  Kansas  City,  MO  64151. 
Salary:  Around  $25,000,  Send  resume  to  the 
attention  of:  Russell  E.  Standlee.  Phone:  (816) 
741-2972.  Fax:  (816)  741-8756. 

FOR  BEST  SEATS  AT  THE  GREAT  Passion 

Play  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.,  reserve  now  at 
Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of 

12  or  more)!  Just  $30  each  includes  lodging, 
meals,  taxes,  and  best  ($12.50)  tickets!  Call 
(501)253-8418. 

Loving,  caring  church  embraces  single  mom 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE — Some  people 
might  look  at  Sherry  Greener  and 
say  her  chances  for  success  weren’t 
very  high. 

After  all,  she  dropped  out  of  1 1  th 
grade  with  a  chemical  addiction. 
Later,  as  a  single  mother,  she  was 
trying  to  get  by  on  a  low-paying  job 
and  food  stamps. 

But  the  members  of  Epworth 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Reho- 
both  Beach,  Del.,  looked  at  Ms. 
Greener  and  saw  a  future  leader. 

About  two  years  ago,  the  di¬ 
vorced  mother  and  her  7-year-old 
daughter,  Taryn,  were  evicted  from 
their  trailer  because  she  had  no 
money  to  pay  the  rent. 

She  said  she  seriously  considered 
“giving  up.” 

She  finally  found  an  old  farm 
house  to  live  in  that  rented  for  $100 
a  month. 

Farm  house  was  freezing 

But  the  farm  house  was  freezing 
cold,  even  with  the  heat  on,  she  said. 

“In  the  winter,  the  heater  would 
bum  up  oil  as  fast  as  you  put  it  in,” 
Ms.  Greener  told  the  Reporter. 

She  heard  about  a  voucher  pro¬ 


gram  for  heating  oil,  she  said,  which 
led  her  to  Epworth. 

She  still  speaks  of  that  moment 
with  wonder  in  her  voice. 

“They  opened  up  the  food  closet 
to  me  and  said  take  whatever  I 
needed,”  she  said,  her  blue  eyes  fill¬ 
ing  with  tears.  Then  they  gave  her  a 
$30  voucher  for  oil  at  a  nearby  dis¬ 
tributor. 

“The  secretary  made  me  feel  that 
whatever  I  needed  for  me  and  my 
daughter,  I  could  have,”  she  said. 

At  Christmas,  through  the 
church’s  “Christmas  Joy”  program, 
members  brought  presents  for  Ms. 
Greener  and  her  daughter. 

At  the  time,  she  said  she  told  her¬ 
self:  “  ‘Aaaaagh!  I  don’t  deserve  this. 
Why  are  they  being  nice  to  me?’ 

"I  felt  such  love" 

“I  felt  such  love  at  that  church,” 
she  said,  the  tears  spilling  down  her 
cheeks,  “that  I  started  attending. 
For  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I  knew 
what  it  meant  to  be  unconditionally 
loved  by  God’s  people.  I  saw  Jesus 
in  them.” 

She  has  stayed  sober  for  two  years 
now,  she  said.  As  a  result,  her 
daughter  has  blossomed  emotional- 


Singles'  households  growing 


Reporter  staff  special 

NASHVILLE — Nationwide,  the 
number  of  households  headed  by 
singles  are  growing.  Divorce  is  the 
most  common  cause. 

Here  are  some  facts,  presented  by 
the  Rev.  Don  Davidson  at  the  re¬ 
cent  single  adult  leaders  training 
event,  about  the  lives  of  children  of 
divorce: 

■  Most  children  live  with  their 
mothers,  seeing  their  fathers  only 
occasionally; 

■  Fewer  than  half  see  their  fa¬ 
thers  at  all; 

■  Most  are  living  at  a  .Lower 
standard  than  before  the  divorce.  A 
mother’s  income  declines  30  per¬ 
cent  and  a  father’s  7  to  1 0  percent; 


■  Many  single  parents  (usually 
women)  have  to  work  two  jobs  to 
make  ends  meet; 

■  As  a  result  of  having  to  work 
two  jobs,  parents  have  less  energy 
and  time  to  spend  with  their  chil¬ 
dren; 

■  Hostility  of  the  custodial  par¬ 
ent  toward  the  children’s  non-custo- 
dial  parent — whom  the  children 
still  love — devastates  children’s 
self-esteem. 

■  Loss  of  self-esteem  leads  to  be¬ 
havioral  problems  among  children 
of  divorce  and  sometimes  trouble 
with  the  law. 

Mr.  Davidson’s  advice  to  the 
church:  “Be  aggressive  to  try  to  win 
these  single  parents  to  Christ  and 
the  church.” 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


Sherry  Greener 
. . .  ' Cod  is  so  good' 


ly  and  spiritually,  she  said. 

Ms.  Greener,  now  31,  wanted  to 
give  back  some  of  the  love  she  had 
received,  she  said,  so  she  started 
volunteering  to  help  with  some  of 
the  church’s  outreach  programs. 

When  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Jona¬ 
than  Baker,  asked  her  and  another 


member,  Loretta  Smith,  to  start  a 
singles  ministry,  she  said  she  felt 
honored. 

So  the  church  paid  their  way  tb 
Nashville  to  attend  the  recent  na¬ 
tional  meeting  of  single  adult  leadi- 
ers.  In  addition,  the  church  paid  for 
their  tickets  on  a  river  boat  dinner 
cruise  with  the  rest  of  the  partici¬ 
pants. 

“I  never  thought  I’d  take  a 
cruise,”  she  said  as  she  walked  up 
the  gangway  to  a  three-tiered  boat 
whose  carpeted  salons  glittered  with 
crystal  chandeliers. 

She  stopped  and  looked  at  the  re¬ 
porter  walking  with  her. 

“Do  you  know  what  the  church 
did  for  me?”  she  asked.  “They  even 
put  a  notice  in  their  newsletter  say¬ 
ing  a  single  mother  needed  to  earn 
extra  money  doing  housework.  And 
they  gave  me  a  job  at  the  church 
cleaning  bathrooms. 

“I  make  $  1 7,000  a  year  now,”  she 
said,  beaming. 

“You  know,  a  lot  of  people  may 
not  sing  when  they  clean  bath¬ 
rooms.  But  I  just  scrub  those  toilets 
and  sing,  ‘God  is  so  good.’  ” 


Personal  Ministry 
Effectiveness 

If  you  use  steady  “volunteer”  hours  to  absorb  the 
cost  of  your  current  newsletter,  is  that  task  the 
most  effective  use  of  that  time?  What  ministry 
isn’t  being  accomplished  while  your  “volunteers” 
invest  this  energy? 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Now! 

Ron  Thomas 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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Church  reunites  Liberian  kids,  mom 


PHOTO  BY  BOYCE  BOWDON 

TULSA,  Okla. — Johnetta  Mitchell,  an  immigrant  from  Liberia,  is  re¬ 
united  with  her  children  Brenda  Joyce  and  Emmanuel  through  Trin¬ 
ity  Church  (see  story  at  left). 


By  BOYCE  BOWDON 

TULSA,  Okla. — “We  knew  we 
were  taking  on  a  big  challenge,” 
[  says  Lila  Junk,  “but  we  had  no  no- 
:  tion  it  was  going  to  be  so  difficult  or 
so  lengthy  or  so  rewarding.” 

Lila  was  telling  me  about  the 
:  challenge  that  her  church — Trinity 

•  United  Methodist  Church  in  Tul- 

;  sa — accepted  on  the  evening  of 
:  May  21,  1992,  during  a  joint  meet- 
1  ing  of  their  missions  and  health  and 
[  welfare  work  areas. 

They  decided  to  find  a  way  to  res- 

•  cue  9-year-old  Brenda  Joyce  Mitch- 
■  ell  from  war-tom  Liberia  and  to 
.  bring  her  to  Tulsa  to  join  her  moth¬ 
er,  Johnetta  Stewart  Mitchell,  who 

.had  become  a  beloved  member  of 
the  Trinity  congregation. 

Escaped  in  1991 

Johnetta  had  miraculously  es¬ 
caped  from  Liberia  March  28, 
1991,  following  the  rebellion  that 
began  on  Christmas  Eve  in  1989, 
and  had  resulted  in  the  death  of 
Johnetta’s  boss  (Samuel  K.  Doe, 
president  of  Liberia),  most  of  her 
co-workers,  two  of  her  brothers,  and 
scores  of  her  relatives  and  friends. 

“My  life  was  in  danger,”  Johnetta 
said.  “1  went  into  hiding  with  some 
•of  my  friends  until  the  Lord  made  a 
way  for  me  to  escape.” 

She  was  forced  to  leave  behind — 

.  in  the  care  of  her  mother — two  of 
her  children:  Brenda  Joyce,  who 
was  then  9,  and  her  brother,  Em¬ 
manuel,  who  was  then  14. 

“It  was  the  most  painful  decision 
I  have  ever  made,”  says  Johnetta. 

Lila  says  the  church  had  explored 
possibilities  of  rescuing  Emmanuel, 
but  had  decided  trying  to  get  him 
out  of  the  country  would  expose 
him  to  extreme  danger  from  the  re¬ 
bel  forces.  He  was  on  the  move  con¬ 
stantly,  seeking  food  and  shelter 
and  trying  to  escape  from  military 
murderers.  It  turned  out,  however, 
that  they  were  able  to  rescue  him 


"They  all  came 
through  for  me  and  my 
children.  And  I  will 
always  be  grateful!" 

— Johnetta  Mitchell 


too,  and  bring  him  to  Tulsa. 

Trinity  members  examined  the 
plight  that  Johnetta’s  children  and 
other  Liberians  were  facing: 

/  More  than  50,000  Liberians  had 
died  in  the  conflict — three-fourths  of 
the  casualties  were  men,  many  of 
whom  had  left  families  behind. 

/  Of  a  population  of  about  2.5 
million,  more  than  a  million  were 
forced  to  flee  to  neighboring  coun¬ 
tries. 

/  Monrovia — capital  of  Liberia — 
was  without  running  water,  electricity, 
telephone  and  mail  service. 

</  Cholera  and  diarrhea  were 
epidemic. 

•S  With  much  of  the  country  un¬ 
dernourished,  as  many  as  100  peo¬ 
ple  a  day  starved  to  death. 

/  When  the  war  became  wide¬ 
spread  in  Liberia,  all  the  schools 
had  to  close.  More  than  800,000 
children  were  orphaned  or  aban¬ 
doned. 

Agreed  to  act 

“Everyone  at  our  meeting  agreed 
that  we  should  act,”  says  Lila.  “Our 
first  goal  was  to  raise  funds  to  buy  a 
plane  ticket  for  Brenda  Joyce  to 
come  from  Liberia  to  Tulsa.  We  es¬ 
timated  the  cost  would  be  about 
$2,400.” 

Various  groups  within  the  church 
took  on  fund  raising  projects.  For 
example,  Kids  Korner — a  chil¬ 
dren’s  group — collected  aluminum 
cans  for  recycling,  and  donated  the 
proceeds  to  help  bring  Brenda  Joyce 
to  Tulsa. 

During  the  next  two  years,  the 
Trinity  members  raised  nearly 
$3,800,  which  was  enough  to  pay 
for  Brenda’s  and  Emmanuel’s  trans¬ 


portation  and  other  expenses. 

Raising  the  money  wasn’t  the 
only  challenge,  however.  Johnetta 
says  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  get 
the  U.S.  Embassy  in  Monrovia  to 
issue  visas  for  her  children. 

“We  followed  every  instruction 
and  provided  every  requested  docu¬ 
ment  only  to  have  the  children  de¬ 
nied  immigrant  visas  time  and  time 
again,”  she  says.  The  delay  drug  on 
for  more  than  six  months. 

On  May  5,  1994,  Johnetta  wrote 
a  letter  to  U.S.  Sen.  David  Boren 
and  sent  copies  to  Oklahoma’s 
Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  and  Libe¬ 
ria’s  Bishop  Arthur  Kulah.  Within  a 
few  days,  the  deadlock  was  broken 
and  the  visas  were  issued. 

Brenda  Joyce  and  Emmanuel  ar¬ 
rived  in  Tulsa  July  18.  A  group  of 


Trinity  friends  with  Johnetta  greet¬ 
ed  them  at  the  airport. 

'They  rallied  around' 

“My  Trinity  friends  have  been 
with  me  every  step  of  the  way,”  says 
Johnetta.  “I’ve  never  met  such  won¬ 
derful  people.  They  rallied  around 
me.  I  was  here  for  two  years  before  I 
could  get  a  job,  but  there  was  not  a 
day  that  I  went  hungry  or  that  my 
bills  were  not  paid  or  that  I  didn’t 
have  the  medication  that  I  needed. 
They  dug  down  in  their  pockets. 
They  all  came  through  for  me  and 
my  children.  And  I  will  always  be 
grateful!” 

Mr.  Bowdon  is  editor  of  the  Okla¬ 
homa  Annual  Conference  edition 
of  the  United  Methodist  Review,  a 
sister  publication  of  the  Reporter. 


'Four  Weddings . .  /  parallels  wedding  at  Cana 


By  RON  SALFEN 

The  wedding  at  Cana  is  a  pas¬ 
sage  that  begins  sublimely,  pro¬ 
ceeds  with  conflict,  and  ends  with 
celebration. 

So  does  the  movie  Four  Wed¬ 
dings  And  A  Funeral,  which  is 
mostly  about  weddings,  but  there 
is  an  unmistakable  overtone  of  ur¬ 
gency  here,  as  if  there  is  little  time 
to  do  what  is  really  important;  as 
if  the  bridegroom  will  only  be  with 
them  a  short  time  (Matthew  9: 1 5). 

This  is  a  rare  instance  in  the 
Gospels  of  Jesus  merely  attending 
a  social  occasion. 

In  Four  Weddings  And  A  Funer¬ 


al ,  there  is  something  greater  than 
mere  social  convention,  and  that  is 
true  love,  not  of  the  kind  that  is  of 
the  everyday,  but  of  the  kind  that  is 
transcendent,  and  calls  into  ques¬ 
tion  all  other  obligations  and  duties, 
like  the  calling  of  the  Kingdom. 

In  the  midst  of  this  celebration 
of  life  there  is  death,  because  it  is 
always  death  that  reminds  us  more 


of  the  value  of  life,  and  it  is  always 
through  death  that  we  understand 
the  significance  of  living. 

The  love  relationship  in  Four 
Weddings  And  A  Funeral  appears 
as  a  persistent  yearning  for  some¬ 
thing  transcendent;  something  be¬ 
yond  the  ordinary;  something  that 
would  transfix  the  participants 
into  another  realm,  where  their  ex¬ 
istence  would  be  defined  not  so 
much  by  themselves  as  by  another. 

So  it  is  with  the  wedding  at 
Cana:  anyone  who  would  taste  the 
wine  of  the  kingdom  understands 
that  this  is  of  another  realm, 
where  existence  is  not  defined  by 


self,  but  by  others,  and  by  the  way 
we  relate  to  them. 

To  forsake  all  else  for  the  sake  of 
this  superior  serving  is  to  do  noth¬ 
ing  less  than  forsake  all  else  for  the 
sake  of  another.  This  is  the  taste  of 
the  vine  which  is  not  intended  to  in¬ 
toxicate  to  oblivion,  but  to  fill  to 
the  brim  with  the  celebration  of 
pure  gift.  “O  taste  and  see  that  the 
Lord  is  good”  (Ps.  34:8). 

This  movie  deserves  its  “R”  rat¬ 
ing.  A  word  to  those  who  prefer 
prudence  should  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  Salfen  is  pastor  of  the  Ne- 
shaminy-Warwick  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Hartsville,  Pa. 


Bithynia  movement  lives 
up  to  biblical  name 


PHOTO  BY  CLEM  NAGEL 

FRIDLEY,  Minn. — "Good  Religion  Makes  a  Difference"  reads  the 
sign  of  the  musical  float  carrying  the  Bithynia  Band  in  a  parade  this 
summer.  The  Rev.  Art  Hill,  Fridley  UMC  pastor,  gives  last  minute 
pointers  to  member  of  the  band  and  youth  (see  story  above). 


By  MARY  EDLUND 

FRIDLEY,  Minn. — One  year  ago 
it  began  as  a  mission  experiment  to 
see  how  Fridley  United  Methodist 

•  Church  could  reach  out  to  include 
.  people  who  have  felt  left  out  of  the 

traditional  model  of  church. 

The  name  “Bithynia”  comes 
from  a  city  in  the  New  Testament 
where  the  apostle  Paul  was  asked  to 
start  a  church.  Although  the  spirit 
of  Jesus  led  him  elsewhere,  50  years 
later  another  reference  recounts 
that  there  was  a  Christian  Church 
there  in  Bithynia  .  .  .  the  people 

•  who  had  been  left  out  were  not  in¬ 
cluded! 

Most  of  the  70  to  100  people  who 
;  attend  the  Saturday  evening  services 
:  have  been  unchurched.  Fridley’s  pas- 
rior,  the  Rev.  Arthur  Hill,  preaches. 
[Associate  pastor,  the  Rev.  Clem  Na- 
:gel  and  diaconal  minister  Sally  Wizik 
;  Wills  are  available  for  counseling  and 
1  special  study  classes. 

;  “The  divine  chaos  of  it  all  is  pow¬ 
erful,”  Mr.  Hill  explained,  citing 
[the  variety  of  dress — shorts,  old 
[jeans — and  the  “disorderly”  partic¬ 
ipation  in  the  service.  People  ask 
:  questions  during  the  sermon,  they 
■  clap  during  the  music  and  other 
[times,  and  they  move  around  in  an 
informal  atmosphere  where  chil- 
:  dren  and  others  can  come  and  go. 

[A  mission  movement 

[  “Bithynia  is  a  mission  movement 
:to  reach  out  to  a  segment  of  the  un¬ 
churched:  the  bored  and  the 
burned,”  Mr.  Hill  continued.  “It  is 


There  was  a  Christian 
church  there  in  Bithynia 
. . .  the  people  who  had 
been  left  out  were  not 
included! 


a  radical,  free-spirited  option  to  a 
rigid  fundamentalism — not  a  con¬ 
temporary  worship  service  within 
the  church,  but  a  whole  new  mis¬ 
sion.” 

The  aim  of  prayers  and  a  sermon 
are  to  affirm  the  worshippers,  he 
said,  and  the  church  seeks  to  take 
people  where  they  are,  dealing  with 
a  range  of  topical  issues  usually  dif¬ 
ficult  to  talk  about,  like  abortion 
and  homosexuality. 

The  band  (guitars,  drums,  har¬ 
monicas) — some  from  Fridley  con¬ 
gregation,  and  others  who  are  just 
interested — is  made  up  of  volun¬ 
teers.  Five  or  six  blues  and  rock  and 
roll  tunes  are  used  in  each  service, 
some  written  by  members  of  the 
band. 

What  John  Wesley  did 

Mr.  Hill  commented,  “Historical¬ 
ly,  it  is  precisely  what  John  Wesley 
did.  He  got  Charles  to  write  some 
new  poetry,  got  some  tunes  out  of 
the  local  bars,  and  went  out  and 
preached  under  the  trees  to  those 
who  weren’t  going  to  the  churches.” 

Although  there  is  some  crossover 
between  members  of  Fridley  UMC 
and  the  Bithynia  group,  Mr.  Hill  re¬ 
ported  there  is  no  effort  to  mix  the 


two  groups,  since  the  organized 
church  as  it  is  has  been  a  major  bar¬ 
rier  to  these  people’s  participation. 

The  bulletin  also  takes  a  different 
approach  to  the  order  of  service. 
June  25  was  a  special  Blues  Service, 
with  the  sermon  done  musically  by 
the  band.  The  bulletin  explained 
the  role  of  the  blues  in  Christianity, 
talking  about  “singing  them  into 
their  proper  place  and  then  getting 
on  with  life.” 

The  band  has  created  a  lively 
spirit  of  community  even  outside 
the  services,  as  the  Bithynians  got 
together  to  perform  in  the  recent 
Fridley  parade.  They  rode  on  a 
truck  decorated  like  a  float,  playing 
“Jesus  Loves  Me”  rock  style.  “And 
the  people  went  crazy,  dancing 
along  the  side  of  the  truck,”  Mr. 
Hill  noted. 

Bithynia  is  being  bom  because 


the  United  Methodists  at  Fridley 
have  addressed  a  need  in  the  north¬ 
ern  suburbs  for  “a  place  to  be  a 
Christian  that  is  stimulating,  invit¬ 
ing  and  safe,”  Mr.  Hill  said. 

People  are  responding  and 
spreading  the  word.  Mr.  Hill  noted 
that  there  are  about  200,000  un¬ 
churched  people  in  the  area,  and  Bi¬ 
thynia  would  do  well  if  it  could 
reach  about  two  percent  of  that 
population.  The  question  he  has  is, 

“Could  the  Bithynia  mission 
movement  be  opened  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  on  a  broader 
base?” 

Ms.  Cdlund  is  editor  of  the  United 
Methodist  Minnesota  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Review,  a  sister  publication  of 
the  Reporter. 


What's  the  Good  Word? 


By  Robert  E.  Parker 


Liturgy 

In  its  general  meaning,  a  liturgy  is  a  nte  or  body  of  rites  prescribed 
for  public  worship.  The  roots  of  the  word  go  all  the  way  back  past 
Latin  to  the  Attic  Greek  words  leitos  (public)  and  leos  (people). 

Rites  are  the  forms  and  manners  governing  the  words  or  actions  for 
a  religious  ceremony.  However,  the  liturgy  refers  solely  to  the  body 
of  text  and  actions  used  in  religious  services  by  a  Christian  denomina¬ 
tion,  especially  those  that  emphasize  ritual. 

There  are  differences  in  liturgy  among  the  various  Christian  church¬ 
es.  For  instance,  communion  may  be  the  partaking  of  bread  and  wine, 
or  it  may  be  a  strictly  spiritual  sharing. 


To  know  a  mother 


By  A.  JAMES  RUDIN 
Religious  News  Service 

My  mother  died  five  years  ago  at 
the  age  of  87,  but  even  now  I  still 
wonder  if  I  truly  knew  her.  A 
strange  question?  Not  at  all.  I  sus¬ 
pect  it’s  asked  by  many  children 
about  their  parents. 

It’s  difficult  to  know  mothers. 

In  the  first  years  of  our  lives  we 
are  utterly  dependent  upon  them. 
They  carry  us  during  sometimes  dif¬ 
ficult  pregnancies;  in  pain  they  de¬ 
liver  us;  and  in  love  they  nurture  us. 
And  because  of  that  even  patriar¬ 
chal  religions  like  Judaism,  Chris¬ 
tianity,  and  Islam  accord  honor  and 
love  to  mothers. 

But  giving  honor  and  love  doesn’t 
answer  the  question  that  haunts  ev¬ 
ery  child.  Do  I,  did  I,  really  know 
my  mother? 

Wonderful,  vivid  memories 

My  mother  was  a  loving  woman 
who  was  married  to  my  father, 
Philip,  for  61  years.  I  have  many 
wonderful,  vivid  memories  of  her 
always  “being  there  for  me”  both  as 
a  child  and  an  adult.  And  my  moth¬ 
er  was  a  proud  and  devoted  grand¬ 
mother  to  her  six  grandchildren. 

But,  of  course,  I  am  looking  for 
something  else.  Who  really  was  Be¬ 
atrice  Rosenbloom  Rudin,  the 
whole  human  being? 

Part  of  the  problem  is  chronolo¬ 
gy.  Before  I  “met”  my  mother,  she 
had  already  lived  a  significant  and 
formative  part  of  her  life,  including 
her  birth  and  childhood  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh  where  she  was  the  big  sister 
with  four  younger  brothers. 

Her  own  mother  died  when  Be¬ 
atrice  was  only  10  or  11,  and  my 
grandfather’s  Jewish  community 
made  certain  the  youngsters  had  a 
mother  and,  the  widower,  a  wife. 
And  so,  for  Louis  Rosenbloom  and 
his  children,  it  was  remarriage  for 
him  and  a  stepmother  for  them. 

Because  my  mother  was  a  wom¬ 
an,  my  grandfather  did  not  send  her 
to  college.  That  was  reserved  for  his 
sons,  two  of  whom  became  physi¬ 
cians.  She  was  permitted  to  become 
a  librarian,  and  apparently  her  fa¬ 
ther  felt  that  was  quite  good  enough 
for  young  Beatrice. 

Did  my  mother  ever  aspire  to  at¬ 
tend  college?  Although  she  never 
spoke  directly  about  it,  I  suspect 
there  were  arguments  with  my 
grandfather. 

Each  morning  as  I  ride  my  exer¬ 
cise  bike,  I  stare  out  at  my  mother’s 
black-and-white  engagement  pic¬ 
ture  taken  in  1926.  Her  portrait 
hangs  beside  a  World  War  II  photo 
of  my  father  in  his  U.S.  Army  uni¬ 
form.  I  need  no  psychiatrist  to  tell 
me  my  placement  of  these  photos  is 
no  accident  but  reflects  a  need  to  re- 


Commentary 


"My  mother  once 
furtively  told  me  that  she 
and  my  father  were  so 
distraught  by  their 
infant's  death  that  they 
contemplated  suicide." 

— A.  James  Rudin 


main  connected,  albeit  via  photo¬ 
graphs,  with  deceased  parents. 

What  was  she  thinking? 

And  every  morning  I  ask  variations 
of  the  same  questions.  What  was  my 
mother  thinking  when  the  picture  was 
taken  as  she  was  about  to  leave  her  fa¬ 
ther,  stepmother,  and  four  younger 
brothers  to  start  a  new  family  with  a 
dentist,  a  “professional?” 

When  that  tender  and  somewhat 
apprehensive  picture  of  my  mother 
was  taken,  she  could  not  have 
known  that  she  would  outlive  two 
of  her  three  children,  all  sons.  Her 
first  born,  Elliot  Forrest,  mysteri¬ 
ously  died  when  he  was  only  two 
weeks  old,  and  her  second  son,  Ber- 
ton  Mayer,  died  of  cancer  at  44. 

My  mother  once  furtively  told  me 
that  she  and  my  father  were  so  dis¬ 
traught  by  their  infant’s  death  that 
they  contemplated  suicide.  When¬ 
ever  I  gingerly  pressed  her  on  this 
troubling  confession,  she  always  ex¬ 
pressed  regret  that  she  had  men¬ 
tioned  it,  and  the  subject  was 
closed. 

In  her  80s,  the  remarkable  memo¬ 
ry  faded,  senility  invaded  her  mind, 
and  dementia  destroyed  her  ability 
to  function.  But  on  the  day  she  en¬ 
tered  the  Jewish  Home  for  the  Aged 
in  Rockville,  Md.,  leaving  her  hus¬ 
band  behind  in  their  apartment,  my 
mother  remembered  everything  for 
one  brief  moment. 

She  cried,  “I  know  why  I’m  here, 
and  I  know  I’m  going  to  die  here 
and  not  in  my  own  home.”  And 
then  the  thief  of  life  that  is  demen¬ 
tia  returned  like  smog,  and  for  the 
last  two  years  of  my  mother’s  life 
she  barely  recognized  members  of 
her  family. 

"  Her  beloved  Phil  died  16  months 
before  she  did,  but  my  mother’s  se¬ 
nility  spared  her  the  knowledge  of 
yet  another  loved  one’s  death.  May¬ 
be  God  thought  it  was  enough  that 
she  had  already  suffered  the  prema¬ 
ture  deaths  of  two  sons  and  a  moth¬ 
er.  Anyway,  I’d  like  to  think  so. 

Rabbi  Rudin  is  national  interreli¬ 
gious  affairs  director  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  lewish  Committee. 


Wesley's  hymn  celebrates 
the  gift  of  God's  grace 


O  the  depth  of  love  divine. 

The  unfathomable  grace! 

Who  shall  say  how  bread  and  wine 
God  into  us  conveys! 

How  the  bread  his  flesh  imparts. 

How  the  win  transmits  his  blood. 
Fills  his  faithful  people's  hearts 
With  all  the  life  of  God! 

By  WILLIAM ).  REYNOLDS 

In  Wesleyan  understanding, 
Christ’s  death  on  the  cross,  a  sacri¬ 
fice  made  once  for  all  mankind,  is 
celebrated  in  Holy  Communion  as  a 
gift  of  God’s  grace. 

The  Wesleys  believed  and  taught 
that  Christians  received  God’s 
grace  in  three  ways:  through  prayer, 
through  study  of  God’s  Word,  and 
through  participating  in  the  Lord’s 
Supper. 

In  support  of  these  teachings  the 
Wesleys  published  Hymns  on  the 
Lord's  Supper  in  1745,  a  collection 
of  166  hymns  by  Charles  Wesley.  In 
the  section  entitled  “A  Sign  and  a 
Means  of  Grace”  appears  the  hymn 
beginning  “O  the  depth  of  love  di¬ 
vine.”  Strangely,  the  hymn  did  not 
appear  in  American  hymnals  until 


History 
of  Hymns 

it  was  included  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  hymnal  of  1966. 

In  these  stanzas  Charles  Wesley 
does  not  attempt  to  explain  or  to  ar¬ 
gue  how  this  means  of  grace  occurs, 
through  the  bread  and  the  wine,  but 
focuses  on  Christ  “who  did  the 
means  ordain.” 

Stanza  four  concludes: 

Let  us  taste  the  heavenly  powers. 
Lord,  we  ask  for  nothing  more. 

Thine  to  bless,  'tis  only  ours 
To  wonder  and  adore. 

The  folk-like  tune  composed  for 
this  text  by  Carlton  R.  Young  for 
the  1989  United  Methodist  Hymnal 
is  an  appropriate  setting.  The  tune 
is  named  for  Laurence  Hull  Stoo- 
key,  who  served  as  chair  of  the 
Worship  Resources  Subcommittee 
of  the  Hymnal  Revision  Commit¬ 
tee. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Immortal,  Invisible,  Cod  Only  Wise" 
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barnacles 
and  preachers 

In  an  article  by  John  W.  Gardner,  I  found  some 
thoughts  worth  sharing.  He  discussed  a  paper  he  had 
read  on  “The  Barnacle.”  In  that  paper  the  author  ex¬ 
plained:  “The  barnacle  is  confronted  with  an  existen¬ 
tial  decision  about  where  it  is  going  to  live.  Once  it  de¬ 
cides  ...  it  spends  the  rest  of  its  life  with  its  head  ce¬ 
mented  to  a  rock  . . 

I  have  some  sympathy  for  the  barnacle.  How  nice  it 
would  be  to  make  one  decision  about  life  and  then  to  be  freed  from  the 
agony  of  all  other  decisions  that  confront  us. 

Since  I  have  been  a  bishop,  I  have  become  far  more  sensitive  to  the 
hurt  and  pain  that  life  can  bring.  More  specifically,  I  have  become  con¬ 
cerned  about  what  happens  to  many  of  us  pastors  in  the  mid-years  of 
life.  There  are  times  I  wish  I  could  find  a  stable  docking  place,  secure 
myself  to  it  and  be  free  from  the  crosscurrents  of  decision-making. 

In  my  visits  with  ministers,  there  are  times  when  masks  come  down. 
I  see  beneath  facades  and  become  increasingly  appreciative  of  the 
health  and  strength  of  our  clergy.  But  occasionally  I  find  a  “beaten- 
down”  attitude.  One  minister  recently  said  to  me,  “I  am  simply  going 
through  the  motions  of  ministry  for  the  next  few  years  while  I  wait  un¬ 
til  my  retirement.”  I  can  only  hope  that  his  name  is  not  legion. 

I  do  believe  it  is  more  difficult  to  be  a  pastor  today  than  it  has  ever 
been.  Moral  choices  are  more  complex;  congregations  —  use  to  world 
crisis  “sound  bites”  of  30-seconds  or  less  on  television  —  find  it  diffi¬ 
cult  to  sit  through  a  20-minute  sermon;  and  laity  who  live  their  own 
lives  of  pressure,  guilt,  general  tiredness  and  “quiet  desperation”  are 
finding  it  easier  to  say  no  to  being  congregational  leaders  and  teachers. 

Occasionally,  I  come  across  those  few  pastors  who  are  simply  bored 
with  their  jobs.  We  all  have  known  such  people  —  clergy  and  laity  — 
who  feel  underemployed,  overworked  and  dispirited.  Eventually  they 
become  cynical  about  their  lives.  It  is  a  tragedy  when  pastors  choose  to 
stop  learning,  quit  reading,  quit  stretching  the  soul  and  then  begin  to 
blame  others  for  their  condition. 

There  are  several  remedies  for  the  pastor’s  slow  slide  into  boredom 
and  the  “barnacle-like”  search  for  a  hiding  place: 

□  Re-centering  one’s  self  by  rediscovering  disciplined  medita¬ 
tion,  prayer  and  study.  George  Buttrick  once  asked  a  young  min¬ 
ister  how  much  he  studied.  “Four  hours,”  was  the  reply.  “A  day?” 
asked  Buttrick.  “A  week,”  answered  the  minister.  Buttrick 
scowled  and  said,  “To  remain  alive,  make  it  four  hours  a  day.” 
That  may  be  difficult  in  today’s  church  for  many  of  us.  But  two 
hours  a  day  is  not  impossible.  Laity  should  insist  on  clergy  having 
uninterrupted  study  and  prayer  time. 

□  Participating  in  continuing  education  programs.  (Every 
church  receives  dividends  tenfold  for  what  it  invests  in  its  pastor’s 
continuing  education.) 

□  Sharing  intimately  with  someone  you  trust,  professional  or 
non-professional.  When  we  begin  4o  see  ourselves  as  others  see  us 
and  take  that  perspective  seriously,  personal  renewal  begins  to 
happen. 

□  Joining  a  group  of  care  and  accountability.  This  may  be  a 
group  of  friends  who  study  sermons.  It  may  be  a  book  study- 
group.  It  can  even  be  a  weekly  coffee  time  with  brother  and  sister 
clergy.  United  Methodist  or  ecumenical.  (I  often  find  myself  be¬ 
ing  more  forthright  about  my  soul  with  non-  Methodist  clergy  col¬ 
leagues.) 

□  Begin  exercising  and  loving  your  body,  knowing  that  God's 
love  cannot  be  fully  exercised  if  we  do  not  feel  good  about  our¬ 
selves. 

□  Developing  a  hobby  or  special  interest.  My  own  hobby  is 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  Civil  War.  I’m  not  a  true  “buff’  but  I 
greatly  enjoy  rummaging  through  used  book  stores  for  old  Lin¬ 
coln  materials. 

Though  this  is  an  incomplete  listing  and  could  even  be  considered 
“preachy”  kinds  of  suggestions,  I  offer  them  to  you  because  I  know 
they  work! 

When  I  grow  weary  of  having  to  make  choices  about  my  life  and  have 
a  desire  to  attach  myself  to  some  secure  object  or  place  where  I  can 
hide,  I  know  that  I  am  beginning  to  wither  in  spirit  and  need  to  read¬ 
dress  my  faith. 

To  paraphrase  St.  Augustine  and  Martin  Luther,  “Hold  to  Christ 
and  in  all  else  hang  loose!” 


Around  the  Conference 


The  Caring  Ministry  of  First 
UMC,  Lake  Charles,  held  Appreci¬ 
ation  Sunday  on  July  31.  Note 
cards  were  provided  in  the  Sunday 
school  rooms  for  persons  to  write 
messages  of  appreciation  or  care  to 
members  of  the  church  or  to  others. 
Notes  were  placed  in  the  collection 
plate  at  the  worship  service.  The 
Caring  Ministry  addressed  the 
notes  for  persons  in  the  church  and 
mailed  all  of  the  cards. 

*  *  * 

A  roof  over  their  heads  is  what 
members  of  First  UMC,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  are  getting,  at  a  cost  of 
$220,000.  Every  area  of  the  church, 
sanctuary,  Fellowship  Hall  and  edu¬ 
cation  facilities  will  have  new  roof¬ 
ing  when  the  project  is  complete. 
Kirk  Cooper,  building  and  grounds 
chair,  said  the  construction  is  begin¬ 
ning  this  month. 


Christian  Education 
Sunday,  Aug.  28 

See  special  page  in  this  issue  on 
Christian  education  activities 


The  Camphor  Memorial  UMC 
(Baton  Rouge)  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  always  inter¬ 
esting,  lists  “oddities  found  in  the 
Bible.”  Just  a  few  oddities  include: 
The  part  an  old  shoe  played  in  a 
maTriage.  (Ruth  4:7)  How  five  gold¬ 
en  mice  saved  a  nation.  (1  Samuel 
6:3)  A  wife  was  called  a  “heifer.” 
(Judges  1 4: 1  8)  How  10  persons 
were  killed  by  a  tornado  while  at 
dinner.  (Job  1 : 1 9)  An  inventory  of  a 
beautiful  life.  (Psalms  90)  What  will 
be  required  of  everyone  on  The 
Judgement  Day.  (Matthew  25:31- 
46).  Rev.  Roger  D.  Lathan  is  the 
pastor  and  Julia  Moore  is  editor  of 
that  local  church  edition. 


Television 
Worth  Watching? 
Absolutely! 

For  a  schedule  of  United  Methodist 
and  other  programs  on  the 
Faith  &  Values  Channel, 
cull  (212)  (K)2  %22. 
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St.  James 
UMC  unites 
with  Gretna 


Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted,  pastor  of 
Gretna  UMC,  received  30  members 
of  the  former  St.  James  UMC  of 
Marrero  into  the 


Gretna  UMC  ear- 
■/*  lier  this  summer. 

'  The  members 

I'.—  -  •  are  now  involved 
in  the  church, 
having  joined 
groups  including 
the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women, 
quilters  and  Sun¬ 
day  school  class¬ 
es.  A  member  of  the  new  group  has 
been  appointed  to  the  nominations 
committee  and  even  more  integrat¬ 
ing  will  be  done  when  the  new 
church  leaders  are  selected. 

Since  the  VISION  2000  emphasis 
is  on  being  an  Inviting  Congregation, 
Gretna  Church  members  say  they  are 
“greatly  blessed”  because  of  being 
joined  by  the  new  members. 

They  have  welcomed  the  St. 
James  group  and  worked  hard  at 
making  them  feel  a  part  of  the 
church. 

When  they  joined,  Dr.  Carole 
Cotton-Winn,  superintendent  of  the 
New  Orleans  District,  was  present 
for  the  service. 


She  said,  “It  was  a  grand  moment 
as  30  members  of  the  former  St. 
James  UMC  walked  forward  at  the 
invitation  of  Rev.  Olmsted  to  unite 
their  hearts  and  hands  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  faith  at  Gretna.” 

After  the  service,  a  luncheon  was 
held  to  weicom»-«h«  newcomers  to 
the  church.  Debbie  Swirmicky,  VI¬ 
SION  2000  chair,  along  with  Shar¬ 
on  Olmsted,  Virginia  Stewart  and 
others  of  the  church  “were  able  to 
show  our  new  members  just  how 
proud  we  are  to  have  them.  We  look 
forward  to  sharing  ideas,  work  and 
of  course  to  spreading  the  good 
news  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.” 

Rev.  Olmsted  had  visited  and  en¬ 
couraged  the  new  members  to  unite 
with  the  church. 

St.  James  congregation  voted  to 
sell  their  property  in  Marrero  to  an¬ 
other  church  and  to  move  their 
membership  to  Gretna.  Dr.  Cotton- 
Winn  said,  adding,  “The  Gretna 
Church  has  welcomed  them  in  a 
warm  and  caring  way.” 


Notice  of  Position 
CCOM  Director  of 
Serving  Ministries 

Applicants  are  being  sought 
for  the  new  position  of  Director 
of  Serving  Ministries  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries.  The  staff  person 
will  be  responsible  for  provid¬ 
ing  guidance  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  primarily  to  lo¬ 
cal  churches  in  the  Conference 
in  the  areas  of  outreach  and  so¬ 
cial  witness.  The  position  will 
be  a  part  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
director  will  be  housed  in  the 
Conference  Headquarters 
Building  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Qualifications  include: 

■  Education  —  Bachelor’s 
degree  minimum,  with  advance 
education  in  disciplines  related 
to  responsibilities  preferred. 

■  Experience  —  A  minimum 
of  three  years  experience  as  a 
volunteer  or  professional  in 
ministries  (church  or  social  in¬ 
stitution)  related  to  missional 
outreach  and  social  witness.  Ex¬ 
perience  in  local  church,  espe¬ 
cially  in  leadership,  and  in  the 
area  of  serving  ministries  (Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  preferred,  but  not 
required).  Both  lay  and  clergy 
are  eligible. 

Interested  persons  should 
send  a  resume  and  three  refer¬ 
ences,  by  Sept,  1,  to: 

Conference  Council  on 

Ministries 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 
ATTN:  Personnel  Committee 


It  is  not  often  that  a  minister  gets  to  welcome  30  members  of  all  ages  to  a  church  at  one  time.  Rev.  Lew¬ 
is  L.  Olmsted  received  members  of  the  St.  james  congregation  into  Cretna  UMC.  Most  of  the  new  affili¬ 
ates  are  pictured  above. 


Celebrations  in  Monroe 


St.  Paul  Church  to  dedicate  expanded  facilities 
1000  Club  drive  for  Hope  UMC  to  begin  with  tour 


Monroe  District,  where 
churches  have  been  assisted  in 
growth  in  two  areas  of  the  city  of 
Monroe,  has  planned  a  double¬ 
whammy  celebration  for  Sunday, 
Aug.  2 1 . 

Scheduled  for  2  p.m.  that  day 
will  be  a  festive  dedication  of  the 
renovated  and  expanded  facilities 
of  St.  Paul  UMC,  Monroe,  whose 
pastor  is  Rev.  Davis  Clark. 

Rejoicing  with  the  congregation 
will  include  the  many  friends  who 
have  joined  in  helping  with  the 
project  at  Jackson  and  Thomas 
streets. 

Then  at  4  p.m.  there  will  be  an¬ 
other  joyous  event  —  a  tour  of  the 
building  acquired  for  Hope  UMC 
in  Monroe,  whose  pastor  is  Rev. 
Larry  Martin.  The  tour  will  initi¬ 
ate  the  1994-95  1000  Club  call  for 
that  congregation. 

Unified  effort 

Remember  how  members  of  1 1 
area  United  Methodist  Churches 
pitched  in  to  donate  labor  and  ma¬ 
terials  for  St.  Paul  UMC?  And  re¬ 
call  how  Conference  and  district 
Extension  boards  donated  funds 
for  the  renovation  of  a  sanctuary 
and  the  building  of  a  Fellowship 
Hall? 

Since  May  1993  volunteers  have 
gathered  every  Saturday  to  work 
under  the  leadership  of  Richard 
Ballard  and  Dan  Vamado  of  the 
Claiborne  UMC  of  West  Monroe. 

Help  came  from  as  far  away  as 
Indiana,  a  state  that  sent  a  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Mission  team  last  summer. 

Charles  Butler  is  chair  of  the 
building  committee  and  trustee 
board  of  St.  Paul. 

Friends  invited 

The  congregation  of  St.  Paul 
now  wants  to  recognize  the  many 
friends  who  have  contributed  la¬ 
bor,  food,  money,  time  and  prayers 


Rev.  Larry  Martin 


Rev.  Davis  Clark 


to  help  with  the  project.  “Those 
friends  are  especially  invited  to 
share  in  dedicating  the  renovated 
and  expanded  building  to  the  glory 
of  God,”  Rev.  Clark  said. 

Dr.  Doug  McGuire  of  Ruston, 
former  superintendent  of  Monroe 
District,  will  preach  and  the  Hope 
UMC  choir  is  to  provide  music. 

Also  participating  will  be  Dr.  J. 
Phil  Woodland,  superintendent  of 
the  Monroe  District,  and  Clyde 
Jordan,  district  lay  leader. 

You  can  help 

To  help  Hope  UMC,  1000  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  across  Louisiana 
are  challenged  to  give  $25  three 
times  a  year,  Vera  Jordan,  district 
1000  Club  chair,  said. 

She  has  invited  the  1000  Club 
chairs  in  every  church,  lay  leaders. 


S  pastors  and  other  interested  per¬ 
sons  to  see  the  building  acquired 
for  Hope  UMC. 

Located  at  700  S.  Sixth  St.,  the 
building  formerly  was  Southside 
Baptist  Church.  The  facilities  pur¬ 
chased  for  $100,000.  include  a  fur¬ 
nished  sanctuary.  Fellowship  Hall, 
12  classrooms,  parking  spaces  and 
additional  lots  for  future  expansion. 

Refurbishing  needs 

Cost  of  renovating  the  40-year- 
old  structure  is  estimated  at 
$50,000.  The  facility  is  insured  for 
$400,000.  A  $50,000  grant  from 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Board 
of  Church  Extension  helped  to 
make  the  purchase  possible. 

In  addition  to  the  tour  of  Hope 
UMC,  the  program  will  feature 
music  by  the  Hope  Youth  Choir 
and  a  preview  of  a  video  produced 
by  Rev.  Louis  Redden,  about  the 
church. 

Rev.  Martin  was  appointed 
Hope's  pastor  June  I,  1993.  Ser¬ 
vices  were  then  held  in  the  chapel 
of  Northeast  Campus  Ministries. 
The  first  service  was  held  in  the 
newly  acquired  facility  Dec.  18, 
1993. 

To  be  chartered 

The  new  Hope  church  will  be  of¬ 
ficially  chartered  Sept.  1 8,  with  an 
estimated  80  members. 

Henry  Camp  is  chair  of  the 
Monroe  District  Church  Exten¬ 
sion  Committee  helping  to  estab¬ 
lish  the  new  church.  Mike  Gibbens 
served  as  chair  of  the  district 
board  of  trustees  when  the  proper¬ 
ty  was  purchased. 

Dr.  Jack  O'Dell,  pastor  of  Grace 
UMC,  Ruston,  chairs  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Church  Extension 
and  Dr.  Donald  Cottrill,  executive 
director.  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  was  the  Conference 
staff  member  who  worked  with  the 
board. 


Representative  of  all  age  groups  at  Vacation  Bible  School  this  sum¬ 
mer  is  this  group  of  children  from  Clinton  UMC.  "Marketplace  29 
A.D."  was  the  theme.  About  150  children  and  50  adult  and  teen 
workers  participated.  A  collection  was  taken  and  14  Christian,  fam¬ 
ily-oriented  videos  were  purchased  for  Audubon  Library  in  Clinton. 


Pastor  and  his  wife 
honored  by  retirees 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jolly  B.  Harper 
were  honored  for  their  “long, 
dedicated  and  distinguished 
service  to  the  churches.  Confer¬ 
ence  boards  and  agencies  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.” 

A  plaque  engraved  with  those 
words  was  presented  to  them  at 
the  Retirees  Luncheon  held 
during  Annual  Conference, 
Rev.  Bentley  Sloan  reports. 

The  award  was  given  by  the 
Retirees  Luncheon  Committee, 
Rev.  Robert  R.  Miller,  chair,  on 
behalf  of  the  retired  clergy. 


Videos  about  drug  and  alcohol  awareness  care  available 


Revival  of  Hope  with  specific  vid¬ 
eos  and  materials  for  use  with  chil¬ 
dren,  teens  and  adults  are  available  in 
the  Conference  Resource  Center. 
These  videos  (60-minutes)  and  leader’s 
guides  deal  with  awareness  of  action 


on  alcohol  and  other  drug  concerns. 

There  also  is  a  20-minute  video 
(with  guide)  of  Revival  of  Hope:  A 
Church’s  Guide  for  Community  Ac¬ 
tion  on  Drug  Concerns.” 

To  rent  videos  or  for  a  church  to 


join  the  center  and  be  eligible  for  all 
teachers  and  leaders  to  check  out  au¬ 
diovisuals,  contact  Dotty  Bagbey, 
Louisiana  Conference  Resource  Cen¬ 
ter,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge 
LA  70802,  504-346-1646. 
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Here's  a  hunch:  Enthusiasm  heals 


Here’s  a  theological  hunch;  En¬ 
thusiasm  is  a  channel  that  God 
uses  to  trigger  both  our  individual 
and  our  corporate  bodies’  healing 
powers. 

This  hunch  was  inspired  recent¬ 
ly  by  a  feature  story  in  USA  Today 
about  the  work  of  Lawrence  Le- 
Shan,  both  a  physician  and  a  stu¬ 
dent  of  mind/body  linkages. 

“If  there’s  one  word  that  sums 
up  all  we  know  about  stimulating 
the  immune  system,  it’s  enthusi¬ 
asm  . . . .”  Dr.  LeShan  stated.  He 
said  that  some  50  percent  of  his 
cancer  patients  experience  long¬ 
term  remission  when  they  exercise 
their  capacity  to  experience  enthu¬ 
siasm. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  8Y  MIKE  CLEMENTS 

PINETOWN,  South  Africa — United  Methodist  Richard  Bosart,  laying  bricks  for  a  classroom  at  John 
Wesley  School,  exhibits  the  enthusiasm  that  is  a  hallmark  of  spiritual  and  physical  health  (see  related 
editorials  at  left  and  below).  Formerly  of  Cuero,  Texas,  Mr.  Bosart  now  coordinates  Volunteers-in- 
Mission  projects  for  the  Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa  (see  related  photo  report  on  Page  3). 


From  our  Christian  perspective 
this  evidence  shouldn’t  be  surpris¬ 
ing.  After  all,  the  root  meaning  of 
enthusiasm — from  Greek,  “en 
theos” — literally  means  “God 
within,”  or  “inspired  by  God.” 

Dr.  LeShan  cautioned,  however, 
that  one  cannot  merely  command 
another  person  to  be  more  enthu¬ 
siastic.  Rather,  he  said,  people 
need  to  change  their  lives  so  that 
they  spend  more  time  on  what 
they  are  enthusiastic  about. 

Makes  sense,  doesn’t  it? 

Apply  Dr.  LeShan’s  insight  to 
yourself,  for  example.  Who 
doesn’t  feel  more  alive  when  he  or 
she  is  enthusiastic  about  some¬ 
thing;  work,  play,  a  relationship  or 
a  pet  project? 

Now  extend  that  insight  to  the 
life  of  your  congregation.  Stands 
to  reason,  doesn’t  it,  that  a  com¬ 
munity  of  faith  whose  activities 
engender  enthusiasm  among  its 
participants  will  be  spiritually 
healthy  and,  quite  likely,  numeri¬ 
cally  healthy? 


In  case  you  didn’t  make  the  con¬ 
nection,  the  above  editorial  could 
just  as  well  have  been  published 
on  the  adjoining  page. 

Why?  Because  the  essential  sub¬ 
ject  of  each  is  enthusiasm.  The 
editorial  says  it  plainly,  and  the 
faces  from  South  Africa  reflect  it 
unmistakably  (see  related  photo¬ 
graph  above). 

We’re  delighted  to  present  this 
special  full-page  photographic  re¬ 
port  of  a  United  Methodist  Volun- 
teers-in-Mission  team’s  recent  trip 
from  the  United  States  to  help 


Editorials 


This  channel  of  healing  opens 
up  best,  however,  when  we  do 
what  our  knowledge  of  God’s  laws 
tells  us  is  worth  being  enthusiastic 


build  the  new  South  Africa. 

The  whole  world’s  talking  about 
South  Africa,  whose  historic  elec¬ 
tions  this  spring  helped  seal  the 
death  of  racial  segregation  known 
as  apartheid.  One  United  Method¬ 
ist  recently  returned  from  a  second 
trip  there  said  the  national  mood 
is  “Let’s  get  on  with  it!” 

Generosity  of  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  couple  from  Santa  Fe,  N.M., 
helped  make  the  Reporter  staffs 
participation  in  this  work  team 
possible.  They  gave  because 
they’re  enthused  about  new  life 


about. 

Consider: 

■  We  should  care  for  our  bodies 
as  gifts  of  God.  Efforts  to  care 
wisely  for  them  through  diet  and 
exercise  are  proven  ways  to  height¬ 
en  awareness  of  our  bodies’  good¬ 
ness  and  the  natural  “high” — 


throughout  Africa  and  want  to 
share  that  good  news  across  the 
church. 

Our  young  staff  photographer 
who  went  to  South  Africa  came 
back  saying — with  enthusiasm,  of 
course! — that  he’s  a  changed  per¬ 
son. 

We  hope  our  special  report  adds 
a  spark  of  enthusiasm  to  your  life. 
As  our  editorial  says,  you  catch 
enough  of  those  sparks  and  you’re 
apt  to  live  longer  and  happier. 
Here’s  to  your  health! 


enthusiasm — that  results  from  a 
sense  of  physical  well-being. 

■  Jesus  taught  us  to  show  com¬ 
passion  for  others.  Has  anyone  en¬ 
gaged  in  hands-on  work  at,  say,  a 
soup  kitchen  and  not  felt  good 
about  doing  so?  That  feeling — en¬ 
thusiasm — can  motivate  the  de¬ 
sire  to  do  it  again,  creating  an 
upward  spiral  of  compassion  (see 
related  editorial  below). 

■  God  hates  injustice  and  loves 
righteousness  (justice).  Have  you 
ever  wondered  why  people  who 
work  on  behalf  of  those  who  are 
poor  and  oppressed,  or  for  any 
victim  of  injustice,  can  appear  un¬ 
usually  energized  and  passionate 
(enthusiastic)? 

We  believe  this  evidence  con¬ 
firms  that  Lawrence  LeShan  has 
pointed  us  to  a  dimension  of  life 
and  a  gift  from  God  that  can  help 
restore  sanity  and  salvation  amid 
the  demands  of  our  days. 

We  thank  him  for  his  insight. 

Enthusiastically! 


Enthusiasm  makes  South  Africa  sparkle 


There's  no  'media  plot'  against  the  church 


By  JOSEPH  BENHAM 

United  Methodists,  among  oth¬ 
ers,  have  been  hearing  that  the  me¬ 
dia  are  conspiring  to  destroy  the 
church  and  the  family. 

This  needs  clarification. 

Does  the  conspiracy  include: 

■  Televised  worship  services  and 
Billy  Graham  crusades; 

■  An  anchorman’s  fund-raising 
for  black  Methodist  colleges; 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Do  not  neglect  to  do  good  and  to 
share  what  you  have,  for  such  sacri¬ 
fices  are  pleasing  to  God.”  (NRSVj 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Romans  8:26) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  21 

Sunday:  Psalms  84:1-8 
Monday:  Psalms  84:9- 1 2 
Tuesday:  1  Kings  8:22-30 
Wednesday:  1  Kings  8:41-43 
Thursday:  Ephesians  6:10-12 
Friday:  Ephesians  6: 1 3-20 
Saturday:  John  6:56-69 


■  A  CBS  newsman’s  serving  as  a 
trustee  of  Fuller  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary; 

■  An  anchorman’s  extensive 
work  for  charities  and  churches; 

■  Publication  of  Billy  Graham 
and  Cal  Thomas  columns  [in  vari¬ 
ous  newspapers]; 

■  A  sportscaster’s  sponsorship  of 
Special  Olympics;  and/or 

■  Former  Associated  Press  re¬ 
porter  Terry  Anderson’s  testimony 
that  faith  in  God  bore  him  up  dur¬ 
ing  seven  years  as  a  hostage  in  Bei¬ 
rut? 

I  deny  any  'media  plot' 

Drawing  on  nearly  45  proud 
years  as  a  newsman,  1  deny  any 
“media  plot”  to  destroy  church  or 
family — or  both. 

To  paraphrase  Calvin  Coolidge, 
the  business  of  the  media  is  busi¬ 
ness.  Like  Ford  and  Chrysler,  Mc¬ 
Donald’s  and  Wendy's,  Exxon  and 
Shell,  Kroger  and  Wal-Mart,  they 
offer  what  sells. 

As  a  cub  reporter,  I  asked  why  we 
ran  horoscopes.  The  reply  was, 
“They  sell  papers.”  Few  editors 
dare  omit  the  horoscope  or  Dear 
Abby.  And  woe  be  unto  a  station 
which  takes  Oprah,  Phil,  Sally  Jes- 
sey  or  soap  operas  off  the  air. 

It’s  as  silly  to  say  that  media  out- 


Here  I  Stand 


Joseph  Benham 
is  a  member  of 
Kingwood  United 
Methodist  Church 
in  Kingwood,  Texas 
( Texas  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 


put  is  designed  to  destroy  the 
church  or  the  family,  or  both,  as  to 
say  that  McDonald’s  wants  to  kill 
us  with  fast  food,  or  that  illicit  sex 
is  the  goal  of  Motel  6.  McDonald’s 
sells  burgers  for  profit,  not  to  fill 
cemeteries.  Most  hotels  and  motels 
sell  lodging,  not  hanky-panky.  Me¬ 
dia  moguls  want  profits — not  con¬ 
spiracies. 

Does  that  put  all  news  stories,  TV 
shows  and  movies  above  criticism? 
Certainly  not. 

I  complain  often 

I  complain  often  to  newspapers, 
stations,  networks  and  sponsors. 
Federal  law  requires  that  stations 
keep  complaints  on  file,  for  review 
when  they  want  their  licenses  re- 
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newed.  Companies  listen  to  con¬ 
sumers  and  shareholders. 

Most  media  companies  and  most 
sponsors  are  publicly  held.  If  you 
own  shares,  tell  the  CEO  how  you 
feel.  But  be  specific.  Baseless  charges 
and  vague  gripes  are  a  waste  of  time 
...  for  yourself  and  those  to  whom 
you  complain.  Don’t  just  call  Beavis 
and  Butthead  offensive;  identify  the 
programs  in  which  they  demeaned 
women  or  glamorized  arson. 

Finally:  Don’t  blame  the  media 
for  the  news.  Only  pagans  kill  the 
messenger  when  they  don’t  like  the 
message. 

“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  share  their  opin¬ 
ions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing  the 
church.  Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “Here  I 
Stand, "  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  manuscript. 


POSITION 

OPEN 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has  an  imme¬ 
diate  opening  for  a  marketing  executive  with 
proven  promotional  skills,  an  ability  to  relate 
to  United  Methodists  of  every  bent,  a  thor¬ 
ough  knowledge  of  the  church  and  an  appre¬ 
ciation  of  how  the  Reporter  can  support  and 
enhance  the  church's  ministry. 

Ideal  person  will  have  college  degree;  high 
levels  of  energy  and  creativity;  previous  mar¬ 
keting/sales  experience;  and  an  active  Chris¬ 
tian  commitment. 

Job  involves  travel,  relocation  to  Dallas. 
Salary  negotiable. 

Contact  Patricia  Strohschein, 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX 
7526&0275.  (214)  630-6495. 

Equal  Opportunity /Affirmative  Action  Employer. 


Our  health  care  crisis 
needs  a  day  of  prayer 


Health  care  in  America  has  be¬ 
come  a  major  issue.  It  should  be.  It 
is  a  national  disgrace — an  immoral¬ 
ity  inflicted  upon  the  common  citi¬ 
zens  of  our  country. 

We  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  through  our  silence  and 
our  complacency  are  contributing 
to  the  problem. 

In  the  Yellowstone  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  of  which  I  am  a  member, 
Travelers  Insurance  Company  is  the 
carrier  for  the  Health  Flex  program 
administered  by  the  General  Board 
of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits. 

Recently  Newsweek  magazine  re¬ 
vealed  that  the  president  of  Travel¬ 
ers  Insurance  Company  earned 
$52,800,000  in  salary,  bonuses,  and 
stock  options  in  1993.  If  he  works 
50  hours  a  week  52  weeks  of  the 
year,  he  is  earning  $20,307  an  hour. 
This  means  he  has  earned  more  by 
the  end  of  the  Rose  Bowl  Parade  on 
New  Year’s  Day  than  many  United 
Methodist  pastors  earn  in  a  year. 

I  believe  it  is  time  for  us  to  have  a 
day  of  prayer  in  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  for  health  care.  We 
should  pray  for: 

■  Health  care  for  all  Americans; 

■  One  central  insurer  that  works 
for  the  people; 

■  One  playing  field  for  all  who 
seek  health  care — from  Congress  to 
the  underemployed; 

■  One  playing  field  for  all  em- 
ployers/players. 

It  is  also  time  for  us  to  pray  for 
our  insurance  carrier — prophetical- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

ly  to  lift  up  its  corporate  greed  and 
to  pray  for  the  individual  souls  of 
its  staff. 

I  would  suggest  that  we  begin  to 
do  this  immediately  from  the  pul¬ 
pit,  in  church  newsletters — and  on 
the  Sunday  after  Labor  Day. 

John  Soderberg 
Eagan,  Minnesota 

I  laughed  out  loud 

1  had  to  laugh  out  loud  and  sadly 
shake  my  head  when  I  read  the  let¬ 
ter  from  Dorothy  Taylor  in  your 
Aug.  5  issue.  In  it,  she  condemned 
the  movie,  The  Lion  King.  She  said 
that  the  two  main  themes  consisted 
of,  “brother  killing  brother  in  order 
to  assume  the  throne  and  father 
speaking  to  son  from  the  clouds.” 
She  added,  “Hardly  a  children’s 
story.” 

I  feel  sorry  for  her  and  her  grand¬ 
son.  With  that  attitude,  they’ll  nev¬ 
er  sit  down  together  and  open  the 
Bible.  Never  read  Genesis.  Or  any 
other  book  of  the  Old  Testament, 
for  that  matter.  And  never  read 
about  our  Father  in  Heaven  who 
speaks  to  us  every  day  of  his  love. 
When  we  choose  to  listen. 

Tom  Jones 

San  Antonio,  Texas 


' Amazing  love '  helps 
when  'transplanted' 


By  JOANNE  BULTEMEIER 


Love  is  amazing. 

Being  married  to  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  is  difficult  at  times; 
at  least  for  me,  when  my  husband  is 
appointed  to  a  new  congregation. 
From  the  time  that  phone  rings 
about  a  new  appointment  and  on 
through  moving  day,  great  amounts 
of  energy  are  expended.  Physically, 
moving  is  exhausting,  but  leaving  a 
congregation  you  love  can  be  emo¬ 
tionally  draining. 

I  have  often  been  amazed  at  how 
I  can  love  a  whole  congregation 
when  I  really  don’t  know  each  per¬ 
son  well.  I  was  given  insight  one  day 
from  God  as  I  prayed  among  the 
packing  boxes  for  peace  about  the 
all-too-soon  move. 

Through  the  years,  when  I  have 
seen  people  in  our  congregations  or 
learned  about  their  caring  concerns 
and  loving  acts  toward  one  another, 
I  love  them  for  that.  It  has  nothing 
to  do  with  what  they  have  done  for 
me  or  with  me.  They  are  truly  living 
Christ’s  command  to  love  one  an¬ 
other.  It  doesn’t  matter  if  I  know 
them  personally.  They  are  going 
into  the  world,  they  are  feeding  His 
sheep,  they  are  doing  our  Father’s 
will.  And  so,  I  love  them. 

Saying  goodbye  is  most  difficult 
for  me,  and  I  need  time  to  grieve. 

There  is  a  turning  point,  howev¬ 
er,  when  I  begin  focusing  on  the  fu¬ 
ture.  After  having  met  with  the 
Pastor-Parish  Committee  of  the 
new  church,  and  having  learned  a 
few  new  names,  and  all  the  while 
trying  to  say  goodbye  to  those  we 
will  leave  behind,  my  heart  begins 
to  move  forward  toward  new  minis¬ 
tries  and  new  experiences.  We  have 
had  to  say  goodbye  and  hello  on  the 
same  day. 


My  Witness 


Joanne  Bulte- 
meier  is  Christian 
education  coordi¬ 
nator  at  Christ 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  East  Mo¬ 
line,  Illinois  (Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  Annual 
Conference). 


With  each  move,  God  has  been 
faithful  in  providing  loving  Chris¬ 
tians  to  welcome  us  and  help  us  ad¬ 
just  to  a  new  Body  of  Christ,  and  I 
trust  Him  that  I  will  love  again, 
wherever  He  “plants”  me. 

I  hope  that  the  following  poem 
may  be  helpful  to  clergy  families 
who  are  experiencing  the  sighs  and 
joys  that  adjusting  to  new  appoint¬ 
ments  brings. 

Transplanted 
(The  Move) 

Standing  tall, 
secure  and  strong, 
only  to  be  uprooted 
from  familiar  soil. 

Transplanted 
into  unknown  ground, 
energy  sapped; 
yet,  trusting  Nature. 

Then  roots  took  hold 
as  foreign  soil 
became  familiar 
day  by  day. 

At  last  renewed, 
alive  once  more, 
secure  and  strong, 
and  standing  tall. 


Personal  Ministry 
Effectiveness 

If  you  use  steady  “volunteer”  hours  to  absorb  the 
cost  of  your  current  newsletter,  is  that  task  the 
most  effective  use  of  that  time?  What  ministry 
isn’t  being  accomplished  while  your  “volunteers” 
invest  this  energy? 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 

Call  Now! 

Ron  Thomas 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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UM  work  team 
helps  build  new 
South  Africa 

PINETOWN,  South  Africa— United  Methodists  are 
helping  to  build  a  new  South  Africa. 

A  spirit  of  optimism  is  reported  from  South  Africa 
following  the  recent  election  of  Nelson  Mandela  as 
president  and  the  formation  of  a  multi-racial 
government. 

One  of  the  first  of  perhaps  many  United  Methodist 
Volunteers-in-Mission  work  teams  in  that  country 
recently  returned  to  southwest  Texas  after  helping  to 
build  a  classroom  for  the  John  Wesley  School  outside  the 
metropolitan  city  of  Durban. 

The  John  Wesley  School,  a  ministry  of  the  Pinetown 
Methodist  Church,  educates  some  375  students. 

The  six-member  team,  working  with  members  of  the 
Pinetown  church  as  well  as  parents  and  family  members 
of  the  students,  built  the  structure  up  to  roof  height. 

Local  teams  will  complete  the  building. 

The  U.S.  team  also  visited  Claremont  Methodist 
Church  where  team  member  the  Rev.  L.C.  Johnston  of 
Harlington,  Texas,  preached.  Other  team  members  were 
Midge  and  Betty  Mitchell,  Michael  Clements,  Linda 
Gammill,  and  Evelyn  Johnston. 

In  addition,  the  team  visited  Klaarwater  Creche  (day 
care  center)  which  the  members  of  Pinetown  Methodist 
Church  helped  to  build. 

The  United  Methodist  volunteers  met  13  bishops  while 
in  South  Africa.  Among  them  was  Bishop  M.  Stanley 
Mogoba,  presiding  bishop  of  The  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa. 

Bishop  Mogoba  stressed  the  important  part  that  the 
Methodist  Church  and  the  John  Wesley  School  are 
playing  in  the  educational  system  there. 

Before  apartheid,  the  bishop  said,  the  Methodist 
Church  had  more  than  1,400  schools  and  colleges  in 
South  Africa.  These  schools  evaporated  under  the 
apartheid  system. 

The  John  Wesley  School  was  the  first  of  its  kind  to 
emerge  during  the  closing  years  of  apartheid. 

Volunteer-in-Mission  Coordinator  Richard  Bosart  said 
he  is  ready  to  coordinate  other  teams  wishing  to  work  in 
South  Africa.  Teams  to  build  churches  and  schools  and 
medical  teams  are  needed  for  the  outlying  areas,  he  said. 
More  information  is  available  through  Midge  Mitchell, 
429  E.  Kenedy,  Kingsville,  Texas  78363,  phone  (512) 
592-7497. 


Two  South 
African 
children  enjoy 
Klaarwater 
Methodist 
daycare  center. 


Midge  Mitchell,  leader  of  the  American 
volunteers,  mixes  cement  for  bricks  for 
the  classroom  construction. 
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At  John  Wesley  School  near  Durban,  South  Africa,  Volunteer- 
in-Mission  Betty  Mitchell  works  with  a  parent  of  one  of  the 
school  children. 


A  child  at  Klaarwater  Methodist  daycare  wears 
a  T-shirt  whose  logo  symbolizes  a  peaceful 
election.  This  logo  was  widely  seen  in  South 
Africa  before  the  elections  which  ended 
apartheid. 


All  photos  on 
this  page  by 
UMR  staff 
photographer 
Michael 
Clements 


Through  the 
nearly 
completed 
window  of  the 
John  Wesley 
School 
classroom, 
volunteers  lay 
brick  for  the 
wall.  In  the 
background  is 
downtown 
Pinetown, 
about  15  miles 
from  the 
coastal  city  of 
Durban 


_ _  1  — 

The  Rev.  Ray  Light,  senior 
pastor  at  Pinetown  (South 
Africa)  Methodist  Church, 
wheels  in  cement  to  help  build 
the  classroom. 


Methodist  Women  at  Claremont  Methodist  church 
pose  for  their  American  visitor's  cameras.  Methodist 
Women  wear  these  matching  red  and  white  ensembles 
to  church  each  Sunday. 


A  teacher  instructs  youngsters  at 
Klaarwater  Methodist  daycare  center 
which  members  of  Pinetown  Methodist 
Church  helped  to  build. 


Faith  at  work 


AUGUST  19,  1994 
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Faith 


watch 


HYMNALS  TO  ANGOLA:  United 

Methodist  congregations  in  the  African  nation 
of  Angola  soon  will  receive  50,000  hymnals  in 
their  native  languages  to  replace  those  damaged 
and  destroyed  by  civil  war  there.  The  590-page 
volumes  of  the  w  idely  used  Povo  Cantai  con¬ 
tains  song  and  ritual  in  Portuguese  and  three 
indigenous  languages — Umbundu,  Kimbunu 
and  Kikong.  They  were  shipped  to  Angola  re¬ 
cently  by  Nucleo,  a  religious  publishing  firm 
that  printed  a  new  edition  especially  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregations  there.  The  costs  of 
printing  and  shipping  of  more  than  $  1 30,000 
were  shared  by  the  United  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House  and  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

ALDERSGATE  '94:  A  whole  lot  of  pray¬ 
ing  and  praising  was  going  on  in  Washington 
recently  when  more  than  1,450  United  Meth¬ 
odists  joined  in  Aldersgate  ’94,  the  1 6th  deno¬ 
minationwide  conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit. 
The  four-day  conference  brought  together 
church  members  whose  expressions  of  faith  are 
within  the  early  church’s  charismatic  tradition. 
The  event  was  sponsored  by  United  Methodist 
Renewal  Services  Fellowship  Inc.,  an  affiliate 
of  the  denomination’s  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship. 


MEDALISTS:  Two  United  Methodists  were 
among  nine  people  awarded  the  Presidential 
Medal  of  Freedom — the  highest  honor  given  to 
civilians  by  the  United  States — in  ceremonies 
in  Washington  Aug.  8.  Honored  by  President 
Clinton  were  Arthur  S.  Flemming  of  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Va.,  a  high-level  civil  servant  and  former 
president  of  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  and  Dorothy 
Irene  Height  of  Washington,  a  civil-rights  ad¬ 
vocate  and  president  of  the  National  Council 
of  Negro  Women  since  1958. 


NEW  MONITOR  EDITOR:  The 

Christian  Science  Church  has  named  David 
Cook,  currently  editor  of  Monitor  Broadcast¬ 
ing,  as  editor  of  the  church's  flagship  publica¬ 
tion,  The  Christian  Science  Monitor.  It  is  the 
first  time  both  the  newspaper  and  radio  activi¬ 
ties  have  had  the  same  editor.  Richard  J.  Cat- 
tani,  current  editor  of  the  newspaper,  was 
named  the  publication’s  “editor-at-large”  and 
will  continue  to  contribute  to  the  Monitor,  of¬ 
ficials  said.  The  Christian  Science  Monitor  was 
started  in  1 908  by  church  founder  Mary  Baker 
Eddy.  It  currently  has  a  staff  of  1 1 5  and  a  cir¬ 
culation  of  97,000. 


DEAN  OF  RELIGION  WRITERS: 

Associated  Press  religion  writer  George  Cor¬ 
nell,  74,  died  Aug.  10  at  his  home  in  New 
York  City.  Mr.  Cornell  was  described  by  na¬ 
tional  religious  writers  as  a  master  of  the  art 
and  craft  of  religion  journalism,  balancing  a  re¬ 
porter’s  quest  for  verifiable  fact  with  a  theolo¬ 
gian’s  understanding  of  the  transcendent  since 
1951.  He  last  official  writing  assignment  was 
covering  the  1992  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  in  Louisville,  Ky. 


Missions  board  site  options  narrow  to  5 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

DENVER — The  churchwide 
committee  assigned  to  recom- 


jMoving  t 

he  United  Methodist  mission 

joarc 

Who's  in? 


The  list  of  possible  future  sites  for  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the 
church's  largest  program  agency,  has  been 
narrowed  to  the  five  cities  shown  here. 


Why  the  move? 


The  1992  United  Methodist 
General  Conference,  the 
denomination's  highest 
legislative  body,  voted 
by  a  narrow  margin  in 
May  1992  to  move  the 
General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  out  of  New  York 
City.  A  site  selection 
committee  was  named  to 
present  relocation  plans  to 
the  next  General 
Conference  which  will 
meet  in  1996.  Proponents 
of  the  move  cited 
accountability  issues  and 
"a  desire  to  reform"  the 
board. 


Eighteen  cities  recently  eliminated  as  possible  sites  are  Boston;  Charlotte,  N.C.; 
Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Detroit;  Houston;  Los  Angeles;  Miami;  Minneapolis-St.  Paul; 
Nashville,  Tenn.;  New  Orleans;  Orlando,  Fla.;  Philadelphia;  Pittsburgh;  Portland, 

Ore.;  San  Francisco;  Seattle;  St.  Louis;  and  Tampa,  Fla.  Representatives  of  these 
cities  may  appeal  the  committee's  decision  by  Sept.  9,  1994. 


mend  a  new  location  for  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  has  nar¬ 
rowed  the  list  to  five  cities. 

Meeting  Aug.  8-9  in  Denver, 
the  1  3-member  Site  Selection 
Task  Force  named  in  alphabeti¬ 
cal  order: 

/  Atlanta 

/  Chicago 

✓  Dallas 

/  Denver 

■/  Washington,  D.C. 

Visits  to  these  five  cities  will  be¬ 
gin  Dec.  11-17  for  Atlanta,  Dallas 
and  Denver.  The  group  travels  to 
Washington  and  Chicago  Jan.  9-14. 

United  Methodist  bishops 
whose  areas  include  those  cities 
will  be  advised  of  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  site  visits.  Local  United 
Methodists  also  will  be  invited  to 
meet  with  the  task  force. 

The  naming  of  these  five  cities  is 
the  latest  step  in  a  lengthy  process 
following  a  vote  by  the  church’s 
1992  legislative  General  Confer¬ 
ence  recommending  that  the 
church’s  largest  general  agency  be 
moved  from  New  York  City. 

The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  with  combined  ex¬ 
penditures  of  about  $118  mil¬ 
lion,  employs  some  45 1  staff.  Of 
that  figure,  371  are  located  pri¬ 
marily  in  New  York  City. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  named 
members  of  the  site  selection  com¬ 
mittee  including  representatives  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  the  General  Council  of  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  and  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 


Three  voting  members  are  from 
outside  the  United  States — one 
each  from  Denmark,  Angola  and 
the  Philippines. 

The  total  budget  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  recently  increased  by  the 
church’s  finance  council,  is  esti¬ 
mated  at  $400,000. 

The  site  selection  task  force 
started  its  work  by  authorizing  a 
study  by  a  consulting  firm,  Cush¬ 


man  and  Wakefield,  Inc.,  which 
resulted  in  the  first  round  of  23 
cities.  The  committee  eliminated 
18  by  ranking  the  cities  based  on 
67  demographic  criteria. 

Following  the  site  visits,  one  of 
the  five  cities  is  expected  to  be 
recommended  for  consideration 
by  General  Conference  when  it 
meets  in  Denver  in  1996. 

The  final  five  “best  met  the 


criteria  that  the  committee  set 
forth,”  said  the  Rev.  Donald  E. 
Messer,  chairman. 

Dr.  Messer,  president  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  lliff  School 
of  Theology  in  Denver,  said, 
“This  was  not  a  computer-driven 
decision.  Under  prayerful  con¬ 
sideration,  each  individual  made 
a  decision  based  on  what  they 
knew  about  the  city. 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


“[Now]  we  need  to  investigate 
them  further  to  see  how  one  can 
best  fit  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.” 

The  committee  based  its  deci¬ 
sion  on  such  criteria  as: 

■  The  general  ethnic  mix  of 
the  city; 

■  Possible  operating  costs 
within  a  city  for  an  agency  the 
size  of  the  mission  board; 


Site  panel  closes  meeting  to  pick  finalists 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DENVER — Selecting  the  five  cities  that 
are  contending  to  be  the  new  site  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  mission  headquarters  lo¬ 
cation  was  not  an  entirely  open  process. 

Early  in  last  week’s  meeting  (see  related 
story  above),  the  Rev.  Donald  E.  Messer 
of  Denver,  chairman  of  the  committee, 
asked  the  group  if  it  would  consider  clos¬ 
ing  the  meeting  to  the  press. 

He  cited  Paragraph  821  of  The  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Discipline ,  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  church  laws,  which  provides  for  a 
closed  meeting  if  the  discussion  involves 
personnel  matters,  the  sale  or  purchase  of 
real  estate,  or  school  accreditation. 

Taking  the  suggestion  of  Steve  Downes  of 
Cushman  and  Wakefield,  Inc.,  the  consult¬ 
ing  firm  which  the  task  force  has  retained, 


Each  city  involved 
will  have  the 
opportunity  to  appeal 
the  committee's  decision. 


Dr.  Messer  contended  that  “it  might  impede 
the  process  if  we  release  the  names  of  the 
cities”  early  in  the  deliberations. 

However,  the  Rev.  Virgilio  Vazquez- 
Garza,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Laredo,  Texas,  asked  if  the 
group  “was  bending  the  Discipline  to  serve 
our  purpose?” 

The  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  chief  executive 
of  the  church’s  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration,  said  “negotiations  re¬ 
garding  real  estate  fit  one  of  those  areas”  of 


Paragraph  821. 

“I  think  that  a  ranking  [of  the  cities]  that  is 
made  public  is  inappropriate  at  this  time,” 
said  Cashar  Evans,  a  member  of  Kitty  Hawk 
(N.C.)  United  Methodist  Church. 

“Even  when  we  develop  the  names,  we 
don’t  say  who’s  number  one  and  who’s  num¬ 
ber  two.  It  is  to  our  advantage  financially  to 
let  the  cities  compete  among  themselves.” 

Although  the  motion  to  close  the  meeting 
passed  with  a  vote  of  1 1-2,  United  Methodist 
Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Boston  Area)  en¬ 
couraged  the  committee  to  contact  each 
United  Methodist  bishop  from  the  23  cities 
before  the  final  list  was  released. 

He  also  asked  that  each  city  involved 
have  the  opportunity  to  appeal  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  decision. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

DENVER — United  Methodist  laymen 
Cashar  W.  Evans  of  Kitty  Hawk,  N.C., 
and  Dr.  Ralph  W.  Zimmer  of  Bozeman, 
Mont.,  discuss  statistical  data  on  the  five 
cities  named  as  possible  sites  for  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  (see 
related  stories  at  left  and  above). 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  SI. 35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion,  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  add  $10.80  for 
the  8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 

Education  working  primarily  with  children 
and  youth.  Experience  and  some  certification 
required.  For  application  and  job  description 
send  resume  to:  Dr.  Walter  Smith,  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church,  700  W.  8th,  El  Do¬ 
rado,  AR  7 1 730,  or  call  (501 )  862-4242. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED:  2900-mem¬ 

ber  church  on  southeast  Florida  coast.  Grow¬ 
ing  youth  ministQ'-  Experience  preferred. 
Contact:  Search  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  539,  Stuart,  FL 
34995. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR,  Cen- 

tral  Illinois  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 
Date  of  selection  December  3,  1994.  Appoint¬ 
ment  effective  July  1,  1995.  contact:  Mary 
Kathryn  Pearce,  P.O.  Box  515,  Bloomington, 

IL  6 1702-05 15  for  application  forms.  Deadline 
September  1,  1994.  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  WANTED  TO  as¬ 

sume  responsibilities  for  well  established 
youth  program  at  a  1 500-member  church  in 
southeastern  New  Mexico.  Looking  for  an  en¬ 
ergetic.  enthusiastic  person  who  wants  to  share 
the  love  of  the  Lord  with  young  people.  Salary 
according  to  experience  and  qualifications. 
Send  resumes  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O.  Box  1913.  Roswell,  NM  88202- 
1913. 

SCHWEITZER  UMC  1800-MEMBERS  seek¬ 

ing  full-time  Director  of  Music.  Position  re¬ 
quires:  degree  in  music,  experience  in  choral 
held.  Responsibilities:  direction  of  60-member 
chancel  choir,  senior  high  ensemble,  senior 
high  choir,  first  youth  choir,  senior  adults 
choir;  direction  or  delegation  of  three  handbell 
choirs.  Total  ministry  involves  350  +  persons. 
Children’s  Music  Coordinator  reports  to  Di¬ 
rector  of  Music.  Salary  negotiable.  Benefits  m- 
clude  T.S.A.,  paid  vacation,  sick  leave, 
continuing  education,  travel  pay.  Locates  to 
lovely  recreational  area.  Avanell  Johnson,  Box 
3156,  Springfield,  MO  65808.  (417)  881-6800. 

LAST  CHANCE—  12  DAY  GREEK  ISLAND 

cruise  plus  Turkey,  October  4-15,  1994. 
$2,395.00  from  NY.  Free  brochure.  Dr.  Cecil 
Pottieger.  Box  3371,  Frederick,  MD  21705. 

TRAVIS  PARK  UNITED  METHODIST 

Church  is  seeking  qualified  individuals  as  a 
Choral  Director  and  Organist,  one  of  whom 
would  serve  as  Director  of  Music.  The  posi- 
lions  are  available  immediately.  Resumes  may 
be  sent  to:  Search  Committee.  Travis  Park 
UMC.  230  E.  Travis.  San  Antonio.  TX  78205. 
Travis  Park  United  Methodist  Church  is  an 
equal  opportunity  employer. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  Specialist. 

Buses,  vans,!  Also  church  van  rentals.  Distrib¬ 
utor  for  Goshen  buses.  1 5  passenger  vans  with 
center  aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call 
Trinity  Transportation,  (800)  330-3622f!!!!!H 

YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN’S  DIRECTOR  of 

suburban  Nashville  church.  Compatible  sajary 
plus  parsonage.  Need  person  with  education, 
experience  and  excitement!  Dalewood  United 
Methodist  Church,  2300  Ridgecrest  Drive, 
Nashville,  TN  37216.  (615)  226-6316. 

STOLES  OF  SANTIAGO  ATITLAN,  Guate¬ 

mala,  parish  of  the  martyred  Father  Stan  Rath¬ 
er.  All  liturgical  colors  plus  the  world 
renowned  multi-color.  $35.00,  send  no  money, 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULT 
Ministries.  Full-time  position  with  1400* 
member  congregation.  Contact:  Rev.  Karen 
Ebert.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  501 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH. 

Lubbock,  Texas,  3600  members  seeking  quali¬ 
fied  Director  of  Children’s  Ministries.  Salary 
commensurate  with  qualifications  and  experi- 
ence.  Forward  resume  or  request  job  descrip- 
tion  to:  Charles  E.  Lutrick,  Executive  Director, 
1411  Broadway,  Lubbock,  TX  79401.  Phone 
(806)  763-4607. 

reaef^'u  nit  ed^  Methodist  Church,  Route,  2, 
Murphysboro,  IL  62966,  or  phone  (618)  684- 
3890  evenings  too,  or  (618)  687-3217,  9:00  to 
3:00. 

FULL-TIME  CHAPLAIN  FOR  residential 

children’s  home  serving  200  children  and 
youth  in  an  18  bomeunit,  120-acre  campus, 
with  50  adolescent  boys  in  a  nearby  working 
ranch  setting.  Ordained  person  preferred  with 
organizational  skills,  creativity,  interpersonal 
skills,  to  carry  out  multiple  tasks,  and  willing¬ 
ness  to  serve  as  a  part  of  the  team  and  ministry 
with  children  and  youth.  Salary  and  benefits 
commensurate  with  experience.  Send  resume 
to:  Judy  Broadway,  Methodist  Home,  1111 

FOREST  PARK  LAWNDALE  HOUSTON.  2 

cemetery  lots  Garden  of  Peace,  double  Rock  of 
Ages  plaque.  Value  $6,000.  Sale  $3,500.  (713) 
472-1905. 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  United 
Methodist  Church  of  600  with  strong  music 
program:  adult,  youth,  children,  handbell 
choirs.  Other  program  responsibilities  negoti¬ 
ated.  Private  teaching  opportunities  likely. 
Send  resume  and  references  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  906  Main  Street,  Savan¬ 
nah,  TN  38372.  (901 )  925-3436. 

CELEBRATE  ONE  WORLD!  with  the  hand¬ 

some  1995  Global  Calendar  and  Global  Greet¬ 
ing  Cards.  Produced  annually  by  the  Church 
World  Service  Office  on  Global  Education. 
Text  connects  our  lives  with  the  rest  of  the 
global  family.  Five  of  the  photos  available  as 
full  color  greeting  cards  (2  each  photo,  10/set) 
with  envelopes.  Order  3  calendars  to  one  ad- 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries  wanted  to  assume  responsibilities  for  well 
established  youth  program  at  1000^  member 
church  in  NW  Houston  suburb.  Experience  re¬ 
quired.  Degree  preferred.  Submit  resume  and 
references  by  September  1.  1994:  CUMC,  attn: 
Mike  Riggs.  13403  Cypress  N.  Houston,  Cy¬ 
press.  TX77429 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  AND 
Fine  Arts  for  a  3100-member  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Adu.»  choir,  youth  and  children  s 
music  ministries,  candbefls.  Music  degree  and 
experience  in  coordinating  a  diverse,  large 
church  music  program  required.  Salary  and 
benefits  commensurate  with  experience.  Re¬ 
sume.  references  to:  Dr.  Mark  Allen  Doty, 

dress  and  receive  a  free  set  of  greeting  cards. 
Great  Christmas  gifts!  $20.00  calendar  ED- 
9505-um;  $10.00  greeting  cards/  set  ED  #9508- 
um.  Please  specify  order  numbers.  Check 
payable  to:  CWS.  PO  Box  968,  Elkhart,  IN 
465 1 5-0968.  (prices  include  postage). 

"WONDERFUL  PRESENTATION  FOR  hon¬ 

est  seekers. ..solid,  mainline  perspective."  "Is 

It  True?  Examining  the  Core  of  Christian 

GROWING  2600-MEMBER  CHURCH  seek¬ 
ing  Director  of  Children’s  Ministries  (over  700 
active  children).  Responsible  for  daily  and 
weekly  programming  and  staff  supervision. 
Send  resumes  to:  Matthews  UMC.  Post  Office 
Box  518.  SPRC-Tim  Stokes,  Matthews,  NC 
28106.  Deadline  for  resumes  9/1 5. 

1 838,  Corpus  Christi.  TX  78403. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND 
Leisure  Ministries  for  2500-member  suburban 
church  to  continue  growing  ministry.  College  de¬ 
gree  minimum  with  experience  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Position  available  immediately.  Contact:  Dr 
William  Jennings,  Christ  Church  UM,  4614 
Brownsboro  Rd..  Louisville,  KY  40207. 

questions  for  classes,  groups.  $9.99.  1-800- 
366-3383. 

FINANCIAL  CONSULTATION,  FUND  rais¬ 
ing,  construction,  mortgages,  real  estates,  capi¬ 
tal  purchases.  Contact:  Church  Systems  of 
America  (615)  377-8752  (call  collect). 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST/MUSIC  Associate. 

First  United  Methodist  Church.  Dothan.  Ala- 
bama  Large  Moller  3  manual  pipe  organ. 
2000  +  member  congregation.  Dynamic  music 
program,  consisting  of  childrens  choirs,  band- 
chimes,  handbells,  youth  choirs,  2  adult  choirs, 
and  orchestra.  Requires  oraan/choral  back¬ 
ground  Advanced  degree  preferred.  Salary  and 
benefits  commensurate  with  experience.  Re- 
sume.  references  to:  Don  Hicks.  Music  Search 
Committee.  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
1380  West  Main  Street,  Dothan,  AL  36201. 
Telephone:  (205)  793-3555. 

CHARLES  H  DORSEY  POSTCARDS, 
founder  of  the  ushers  movement  in  America. 
Sample  order  10/$3.00,  plus  $2.00  postage  and 
handling.  Send  to:  M  Hatchell,  P.O.  Box 

1 5 175,  Philadelphia,  PA  19130. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Minis¬ 
try  for  adult,  youth,  children,  and  handbell 
choirs.  The  position  is  immediately  available, 
1200-member  church  in  a  university  commu¬ 
nity  Send  resumes  to:  Hiram  Johnson,  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Box  173,  Stephen- 
ville.TX  76401.  Phone:  (817)965-5046 

••DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED.  FULL-TIME 
position  requires  a  degree  in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion.  Experience  preferred,  but  not  required. 
Evangelism,  counseling  and  the  ability  to 
preach  as  needed  are  part  of  the  job.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to.  Rev.  James  Martin,  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  419  NE  First  Street, 
Gainesville,  FL  3260 1 . 

residents  call  (2 10)  696-702 1  for  information. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  5625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesvule, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC,  1000-MEMBER 

UMC.  program  for  all  ages  Salary  negotiable 
Send  resume  to:  4807  Princeton.  Mobile.  AL 

Haitian  Methodist  leader  pleads 
for  U.S.  Christians  to  mediate  crisis 

But  Haitians  are  a  gentle  people. 

“And  they  are  hungry.  Children 
are  starving,  and  never  has  this 
been  reported  in  the  press,”  he  said 
with  anguish  in  his  voice. 

Hundreds  of  United  Methodists 
have  helped  our  people,  he  said. 

“You  are  like  blood  brothers  you 
are  so  close  to  my  heart,”  he  said,  re¬ 
ferring  to  U.S.  United  Methodists. 
“You  have  helped  build  our  school 
system  and  central  training  center. 

“What  your  work  teams  have 
done  has  strengthened  our  friend¬ 
ship  and  made  us  see  Americans  in 
a  beautiful  light,”  Mr.  Rocourt  said. 

“Now  your  country  is  killing  the 
people  through  hunger,”  he  said. 

“No  other  people  have  been  more 
friendly  to  the  United  States  than  the 
Haitians.  We  welcome  you  with  open 
arms.  Now  you  are  going  to  turn 
your  weapons  against  us.  Why?” 

Mr.  Rocourt  acknowledged  that 
human  rights  abuses  exist  under  the 
government  controlled  by  the  mili¬ 
tary  and  Gen.  Raoul  Cedras. 

“Human  rights  have  always  been 
abused  in  some  way  by  govern¬ 
ments  in  Haiti,”  he  said.  "But  it  has 
been  10  times  worse  in  the  past.” 

The  U.S.  “demand”  that  Gen. 
Cedras  step  down  and  other  “de¬ 
mands”  have  been  counter-produc¬ 
tive,  Mr.  Rocourt  said,  producing 
the  opposite  effect  from  what  was 
intended. 

“No  Haitian  would  ever  accept 
an  insult  to  his  dignity,”  he  said. 
“That  may  be  false  pride,  but  it  is 
the  way  Haitians  respond. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church 
should  say  [to  leaders  of  both  sides], 
‘Let  us  sit  down  and  talk.  The  Hai¬ 
tians  have  made  mistakes,  but  they 
have  their  point,  too.’  ” 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

A  longtime  leader  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Haiti  is  pleading  with  U.S. 
United  Methodists  to  help  avert  a 
U.S.-led  invasion  ofhis  country. 

The  Rev.  Alain  Rocourt,  former 
president  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Haiti  and  a  leader  in  Haitian  affairs, 
calls  the  current  situation  of  econom¬ 
ic  ruin  and  political  repression  “a 
moral  and  physical  tragedy.” 

Speaking  by  telephone  from  Haiti 


with  the  Reporter,  Mr.  Rocourt 
stressed  that  he  was  speaking  only 
for  himself,  not  in  an  official  capac¬ 
ity  for  the  Haitian  church. 

However,  from  past  church  expe¬ 
rience,  he  commended  individual 
United  Methodists  who  have  done 
their  best  to  help  Haitians  during 
economic  sanctions  and  threatened 
invasion. 

He  added,  though,  that  he  believes 
some  U.S.  church  leaders  should 
have  studied  the  situation  in  Haiti 
more  carefully  before  sup¬ 
porting  either  sanctions  or 
an  invasion. 

“Sanctions,”  Mr.  Ro¬ 
court  said,  “were  complete¬ 
ly  the  wrong  thing  to  do. 
Now  we  are  at  a  critical 
stage  of  hunger.  No  help 
can  come  from  the  outside. 
We  are  on  our  own.” 

With  the  embargo 
strengthened  and  commer¬ 
cial  flights  halted,  most  mis¬ 
sion  activities  from  the 
United  States  to  Haiti  have 
stopped,  according  to  U.S. 
denominational  reports. 

The  strengthening  of  the 
embargo  and  U.S.  attitudes 
in  support  of  the  current 
U.S.  policy  toward  Haiti, 
Mr.  Rocourt  continued,  are 
the  consequence  of  taking  at 
face  value  reports  from  me¬ 
dia  and  others  who  have 
come  to  Haiti  with  precon¬ 
ceived  ideas  about  the  situa¬ 
tion  there. 

“Haiti  has  been  badly  mis¬ 
represented  in  the  press," 
Mr.  Rocourt  said.  “They 
film  things  that  will  reinforce 
the  image  of  a  savage  people. 


FOOD  FOR  THE  POOR  PHOTO 


Children  like  these  are  starving  in  Haiti 
because  of  international  sanctions,  says 
Haitian  Methodist  leader  the  Rev.  Alain 
Rocourt  (see  related  story  above). 
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YMCA:  Religious  exclusivity 
to  interfaith  welcome 


YMCA  at  1 50:  inclusive  beyond  Christian 


By  KEN  BAKER 

Religious  News  Service 

CHICAGO— The  YMCA  has  un¬ 
dergone  a  profound  transformation 
since  its  beginnings. 

But  then,  you’d  probably  change 
too,  if  you  were  1 50  years  old. 

The  YMCA  officially  turned  1 50 
on  June  6  and  is  commemorating 
the  anniversary  with  nationwide 
World  Youth  Camps  in  August. 

Today,  half  of  the  YMCA’s  13.5 
million  members  are  female  and 
more  than  half  are  over  18. 

Once  a  powerful  evangelical  force 
throughout  the  world,  the  traditional¬ 
ly  Protestant  organization  has 
changed  so  dramatically  that  some 
observers  wonder  aloud  whether  the 
word  “Christian”  should  even  remain 
a  part  of  the  organization’s  name. 

Open  to  all  religions 

“The  Y  is  open  to  all  religions,” 
said  Leslie  Cohn,  a  spokeswoman 
for  the  YMCA  of  the  USA,  based  in 
Chicago.  “No  one  is  told  they  can’t 
join  the  Y.” 

In  most  of  the  122  countries  world¬ 
wide,  the  YMCA  remains  closely  af¬ 
filiated  with  local  churches.  But  a 
majority  of  the  more  than  2,100  Ys  in 
the  United  States  have  evolved  into 
community-based  groups  engaged  in 
sports-based  programs  aimed  at  pro¬ 
moting,  as  the  YMCA's  charter  states, 
“good  health,  strong  families  and  chil¬ 
dren,  and  solid  communities.” 

“Its  roots  are  Christian,  but  it  has 
evolved  into  a  morals-based  organi¬ 
zation,”  explained  Ms.  Cohn,  who  is 
Jewish.  “We  teach  morals  and  values 
based  on  Christian  principles.” 

The  national  organization’s  stat¬ 
ed  purpose  is  “. . .  to  put  Christian 
principles  into  practice.” 

Drop  the  'C'  from  YMCA? 

Some  Christian  leaders  are  dis¬ 
turbed  by  what  they  view  as  the  sec¬ 
ularization  of  the  YMCA.  But 
others  stand  by  the  organization 
and  say  that,  in  their  communities 
at  least,  the  YMCA  continues  to  de¬ 
liver  a  Christian  message. 

“I  would  hope  that,  while  the 
YMCA  has  changed  its  emphasis  on 


" The  Y  is  open  to  all 
religions." 

— Leslie  Cohn 


religion,  they  don’t  forget  where 
their  values  come  from:  the  Bible,” 
said  Cal  Kern,  director  of  the  New 
York  State  Fellowship  of  Christian 
Athletes. 

But  the  YMCA  of  the  USA’s  execu¬ 
tive  director,  David  Mercer,  disagrees 
with  Christians  who  claim  the  “C” 
should  be  taken  out  of  the  YMCA. 

“The  YMCA  is  still  a  very  Chris¬ 
tian  organization,”  said  Mr.  Mer¬ 
cer,  a  member  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ.  The  difference, 
he  said,  is  that  the  YMCA  is  no 
longer  an  “evangelistic  organiza¬ 
tion,”  as  it  was  during  the  early 
years,  when  one  of  its  leaders  was 
the  famous  evangelist  Dwight  L. 
Moody. 

De-emphasize  Protestant  roots 

Though  Mr.  Mercer  contends  the 
YMCA  is  steadfast  in  its  efforts  to 
promote  Christian  values,  many  lo¬ 
cal  branches  have  made  efforts  to 
de-emphasize  the  association’s 
Protestant  roots. 

The  58,000-member  YMCA  of 
Western  New  York  State,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  has  gone  so  far  as  to  omit  “Chris¬ 
tian”  from  its  mission  statement. 

Many  local  YMCAs  have  substi¬ 
tuted  "Judeo-Christian”  for  “Chris¬ 
tian”  in  their  statements,  said  Ms. 
Cohn,  YMCA  spokeswoman. 

The  Rev.  Timm  Cyrus  of  the  Mesa 
Presbyterian  Church  in  a  mainly 
poor  African-American  section  of 
West  Los  Angeles  said,  “My  experi¬ 
ence  with  the  Y  is  that  it  hasn’t  aban¬ 
doned  its  plank  with  Christianity, 
and  it  doesn’t  play  it  down.” 

Mr.  Cyrus,  whose  church’s  day¬ 
care  program  is  administered  by  the 
local  YMCA,  said, “The  kids  learn 
Bible  verses — just  as  much  as  if  we 
had  run  the  program  ourselves.” 

In  the  early  years,  people  wishing 
to  join  the  Y  had  to  pass  an  evan¬ 
gelical  test  before  they  were  admit¬ 
ted,  but  tests  for  theological  purity 


PHOTO  BY  THE  YMCA 


CHICAGO— Today  YMCAs  reach  out  to  men,  women  and  children 
of  all  incomes,  abilities,  races  and  religions. 


were  abandoned  in  1931. 

The  YMCA  still  embraces  the 
Christian  values  originally  estab¬ 
lished  in  1844  by  its  founder,  En¬ 
glishman  George  Williams, 
according  to  Ms.  Cohn. 

Realizing  the  need  to  broaden  the 
YMCA’s  appeal  to  a  more  diverse 
population,  delegates  to  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  1931  international  convention 
abandoned  the  requirement  that 
members  be  committed  Christians. 

Then,  in  the  late-1950s  the 
YMCA  substituted  “persons”  for 
“men  and  boys”  in  its  statement  of 
purpose — completing  the  move  to¬ 


ward  inclusiveness. 

'Our  earth,  one  people' 

The  theme  of  the  eight  YMCA 
World  Camps  to  commemorate  the 
YMCA’s  150th  anniversary  in  late 
August  reflects  the  YMCA’s  broad 
mission:  “Our  Earth,  One  People, 
Our  Responsibility.” 

Nearly  400  teams  comprised  of  se¬ 
lected  teenaged  UMCA  leaders  from 
75  countries  will  participate  in  the 
camps.  Their  focus  will  not  be  Chris¬ 
tian  evangelism  but  something  more 
inclusive  and  more  secular:  global  en¬ 
vironmental  responsibility. 


Films  can  be  seen  as  homilies  about  life 


By  RON  SALFEN 

Sometimes  movies  feel  like  ser¬ 
mons:  They  deliver  a  message,  set 
a  mood,  convey  a  tone,  and  occa¬ 
sionally  carry  reminders  of  the  one 
book  we  all  have  in  common. 

Sitting  through  Wyatt  Earp  is 
like  sitting  through  a  long  ser¬ 
mon  on  justice  where  there  is  no 
grace;  law  without  Gospel. 

Wyatt  Earp  himself  (Kevin 
Costner)  is  like  Joab  without 
King  David:  a  man  of  violence 
obsessed  with  law  and  order,  and 
therefore  control,  especially  his 
own.  Like  Joab,  he  trusts  only  his 
own  brothers,  and  all  others  are 
strangers,  and  danger. 

Like  Joab,  he’s  humorless  and 
vengeful,  and  has  a  hard  time  un¬ 
derstanding  the  subtleties  of  poli¬ 
tics.  Wyatt  Earp’s  Dodge  City  is 
like  Joab  reigning  over  Jerusalem 
instead  of  David:  fascism  with¬ 
out  a  shred  of  spirituality. 

Both  good  and  evil 

The  Shadow  is  Batman  meets 
Star  Wars,  with  a  little  Temple  of 
Doom  thrown  in  for  good  mea¬ 
sure.  Gotham  City  looks  like  a 
comic-book  layout,  where  our 
hero  (Alec  Baldwin)  is  a  mysteri¬ 
ous  caped  crusader  disguised  as  a 
wealthy  socialite. 

The  main  characters,  both 
good  and  evil,  seem  to  possess  a 
telepathic  inner  force,  acquired 
through  ancient  Far  Eastern  mas¬ 
ters,  but  this  shadowy  mind-con¬ 
trol  power  has  a  dark  side,  too. 


PHOTO  BY  PETER  SOREL,  •ANNHALL,  INC.  ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED 

HOLLYWOOD — Rival  journalists  Sabrina  Peterson  (julia  Rob¬ 
erts)  and  Peter  Brackett  (Nick  Nolte)  consider  the  prospect  of 
working  together  on  a  major  story  in  Touchstone  Pictures  "I 
Love  Trouble." 


The  Reporter  offers  media  re¬ 
views  to  help  readers  assess  the 
merit  of  various  media  offerings 
from  a  Christian  perspective.  Views 
presented  are  those  of  the  review¬ 
er  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
newspaper. 


If  this  movie  sounds  like  a 
hodge-podge,  that’s  because  it  is. 
Like  Samson,  who  seemed  to 
possess  special  powers,  and  also 
used  them  for  both  good  and 
evil,  the  Shadow  is  so  restless 
and  elusive  that  he  has  much 


more  of  a  flashy  reputation  than 
any  sense  of  focus  or  direction. 

Sitting  through  this  slick  arti¬ 
fice  is  like  sitting  through,  a  ser¬ 
mon  that  is  cosmopolitan,  witty, 
dramatic,  clever,  and  polished, 
but  its  content  isn’t  much. 


I  Love  Trouble  is  old-fashioned 
Hollywood:  anesthetized  vio¬ 
lence,  non-explicit  sex,  no  vile 
language,  no  nudity  and  an  end¬ 
ing  that  will  satisfy  all  those  who 
want  their  heroes  to  prevail  un¬ 
scathed. 

It  recalls  the  old  witty  repartee 
method  of  fighting  the  gender 
wars  (a  la  Spencer  Tracy  and 
Katharine  Hepburn),  and  seems 
disinterested  in  suspending  the 
viewer’s  disbelief.  We’re  all  on  a 
lark  here,  and  nobody  really  be¬ 
lieves  this  story,  least  of  all  the 
characters. 

Genuine  stars 

Nick  Nolte  and  Julia  Roberts 
are  genuine  stars,  and  we  fervent¬ 
ly  wish  to  root  for  them,  even  if 
their  romance  is  unlikely  and 
even  though  they’ve  not  con¬ 
vinced  us  of  the  reality  of  the 
people  they  play. 

It’s  all  harmless  fun  and  engag¬ 
ing  in  a  lighthearted  kind  of  way, 
like  a  sermon  full  of  good  jokes. 

It’s  entertaining,  but  there’s  no 
challenge,  no  conceptual  meat  to 
sink  the  teeth  into,  no  real  sus¬ 
pense  and  no  memorable  lesson 
to  be  learned. 

With  no  depth,  and  no  scrip¬ 
tural  basis,  it’s  easy  on  both  the 
senses  and  the  sensibilities,  but 
even  easier  to  forget. 

Mr.  Salfen,  a  regular  film  re¬ 
viewer  for  the  Reporter,  is  pastor 
of  Neshaminy-Warwick  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Hartsville,  Pa. 


New  schools  result  of  BU-Chelsea  partnership 


By  HEATHER  PECK 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

BOSTON — Chelsea,  Mass.,  will 
get  seven  new  school  buildings  as  a 
result  of  a  five-year  partnership  be¬ 
tween  that  city’s  school  system  and 
United  Methodist-related  Boston 
University. 

Groundbreaking  was  held  in  late 
June  for  the  $113  million  school 
building  project,  to  be  completed  by 
1997,  which  will  replace  the  exist¬ 
ing  85-year-old  buildings,  said 
Michelle  Cooley,  a  public  relations 
officer  with  Boston  University,  as¬ 


signed  to  the  Chelsea  project. 

To  help  the  school  system  in  the 
largely  Hispanic,  working-class  Bos¬ 
ton  suburb  of  25,000,  the  Universi¬ 
ty  raised  95  percent  of  the  funds 
from  businesses  and  private  dona¬ 
tions.  Chelsea  officials  will  issue 
bonds  to  pay  the  remaining  five 
percent  ($5.6  million). 

The  1989  partnership  began  as  an 
experiment  under  then-governor 
Michael  Dukakis  to  improve  Chel¬ 
sea  schools,  which  were  plagued  by 
shrinking  state  funds  and  a  17-per¬ 
cent  drop-out  rate. 


According  to  the  agreement,  Bos¬ 
ton  University  will  govern  the 
3,600-student  system  for  10  years 
and  raise  money  from  private  do¬ 
nors  and  foundations  for  new  pro¬ 
grams,  including  new  buildings, 
early  childhood  education,  counsel¬ 
ing  and  nutritional  services. 

New  facilities  will  include  four  el¬ 
ementary  schools,  two  middle 
schools  to  accommodate  550  stu¬ 
dents  each  and  one  high  school  with 
a  1 ,000-student  capacity. 

The  four  elementary  schools  will 
share  a  health  suite,  gymnasium, 
cafeteria-auditorium  and  two  li¬ 


brary-media  centers.  In  addition, 
indoor-outdoor  recreational  facili¬ 
ties  that  are  handicap-accessible 
will  be  available  for  student  and 
community  use. 

The  two  middle  schools  will  share 
a  cafeteria,  library,  gymnasium, 
space  for  support  staff  and  a  com¬ 
munity/band  room. 

The  new  “state-of-the-art”  high 
school  building  will  be  constructed 
on  15  acres  and  will  provide  Chel¬ 
sea  with  its  first  public  auditorium. 

Ms.  Peck  is  an  intern  at  United 
Methodist  News  Service. 


Religious  News  Service 

CHICAGO — Over  the  years  the  YMCA  has  evolved  from  an 
organization  that  was  exclusively  evangelical  Christian  into  one 
that  is  inclusive  of  all  faith  groups.  Following  is  a  listing  of  im¬ 
portant  dates  in  the  transformation: 

1844 _ YMCA  founded  by  a  London  clerk,  George  Williams, 

who  was  concerned  about  low  morale  in  his  dry  goods  factory. 

1851 — First  ‘Y’  in  U.S.  founded  in  Boston.  Members  had  to 
pass  an  “evangelical  test”  to  gain  acceptance. 

1857 — Y  leads  the  evangelical  fervor  of  Third  Great  Awaken¬ 
ing  through  revivals  of  leader  Dwight  L.  Moody. 

1869— Active  membership  at  local  Ys  limited  to  evangelicals. 

1891 — Basketball  invented  by  Springfield,  Mass.  Y;  liberal 
theology  becomes  increasingly  popular  in  Bible  classes. 

1900— “Muscular  Christianity”  becomes  a  key  Y  slogan  to 
demonstrate  sound  spirit  and  body  relationship. 

1931 — Theological  tests  of  membership  eliminated;  Y  adopts 
a  more  inclusive  mission  statement. 

1941 — Y  and  other  organizations  form  the  United  Service 
Organization  (USO)  to  serve  World  War  II  troops. 

1963 — Despite  social  pressure  to  eliminate  Christian  empha¬ 
sis,  the  Y  reaffirms  the  1931  statement  of  purpose. 

1983 — Membership  inclusive  of  all  men,  women  and  chil¬ 
dren,  regardless  of  race,  religion  or  nationality. 

1987 — Current  mission  statement  approved,  emphasizing  the 
Y’s  religious  inclusiveness. 

August  1994 —  World  Youth  Camps  scheduled  to  commemo¬ 
rate  1 50th  anniversary  in  eight  U.S.  locations. 


Y 


Ongoing  programs 


/  Earth  Service  Corps  encourages  youth  to  spread  environ¬ 
mental  awareness  though  public  service  projects. 

/  Black  Achievers,  begun  at  the  Harlem  YMCA  in  1971, 
matches  teens  with  mentors  in  the  fields  of  business  and  educa¬ 
tion. 

■/  Youth  and  Government  offers  high  schoolers  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  learn  the  ins  and  outs  of  democracy  firsthand,  through 
mock  legislative  sessions. 

■S  The  YMCA’s  athletic  heritage — basketball  and  volleyball 
trace  their  roots  to  the  YMCA — is  as  strong  as  its  historically 
evangelical  foundation. 

y  The  strong  sports  tie  continues  to  exist.  Baseball,  softball, 
swimming  and  soccer  are  the  most  common  sports  offered  by 
YMCAs  nationwide. 


No  easy  faith  in  healing 


By  LOGAN  (ONES 

This  is  a  remarkable  book.  It  is 
the  stark  and  haunting  account  of 
the  author’s  battle  with  cancer. 

Ten  years  ago,  Reynolds  Price 
was  diagnosed  with  cancer  of  the 
spine.  He  underwent  surgery,  radia¬ 
tion  treatment,  physical  therapy; 
nothing  could  halt  the  impending 
paralysis  of  his  legs. 

In  this  concrete  story  of  his  expe¬ 
rience,  Mr.  Price  recounts  wild 
mood  swings  as  a  result  of  medica¬ 
tion,  howling  pain  that  refused  to 
relent,  the  awful  realization  that  he 
would  be  needing  help  from  others 
and  recoiling  from  that  sentence  of 
dependence.  He  wonders  if  death 
would  be  easier  than  what  lay  ahead 
of  him. 

In  language  that  pulls  no  punch¬ 
es,  Mr.  Price  offers  no  pity  or  ex¬ 
cuse  for  doctors  who  do  not  know 
how  to  talk  to  another  suffering  hu¬ 
man  being.  In  addition,  he  writes  of 
wonderful  acts  of  friendship,  of 
grace  found  in  family,  and  the  “now 
appalling,  now  astonishing  grace  of 
God.” 

Make  no  mistake  though.  There 
are  no  easy  answers  found  here;  no 
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A  Whole  New  Life;  An  Illness  and 
a  Healing  by  Reynolds  Price  (New 
York:  Atheneum,  1994),  213  pages. 


easy  faith. 

He  does  not  try  to  give  an  answer 
to  the  ancient  questions  of  Why? 
and  Why  me?  He  says  such  ques¬ 
tions  are  pointless  because  the  only 
answer  is,  of  course,  Why  not?  He 
goes  further.  The  primary  and  bed¬ 
rock  fundamental  question  with 
which  to  struggle  is  What  next? 

Mr.  Price,  who  is  a  James  B. 
Duke  Professor  of  English  at  Duke 
University,  brings  his  considerable 
talent  as  a  novelist,  poet  and  play¬ 
wright  to  these  pages.  He  recounts  a 
vision  of  Jesus  that  has  offered  him 
healing  for  these  past  10  years. 

This  is  a  book  to  read,  to  savor 
and  to  treasure. 

Mr.  I ones  is  director  of  pastoral 
care  of  Rex  Hospital  in  Raleigh, 
N.C. 


Sturdy  words >  tune 
depict  immortal  God 


Immortal,  invisible  God  only  wise, 

In  light  inaccessible  hid  from  our 
eyes, 

Most  blessed,  most  glorious,  the 
Ancient  of  Days, 

Almighty,  victorious,  thy  great 
name  we  praise. 

By  WILLIAM ).  REYNOLDS 

A  Scottish  preacher  wrote  these 
remarkable  lines  in  1867.  Walter 
Chalmers  Smith  was  ordained  in 
the  Free  Church  of  Scotland.  After 
serving  a  church  in  London,  he  be¬ 
came  a  pastor  in  Edinburgh  where 
he  remained  for  almost  40  years. 

The  hymn  is  based  on  1  Timothy 
1:17,  “Now  unto  the  King  eternal, 
immortal,  invisible,  the  only  wise 
God,  be  honor  and  glory  for  ever 
and  ever.  Amen.” 

The  overarching  figure  of  speech 
in  the  hymn  is  “light.”  The  bril¬ 
liance  of  God’s  glory  helps  finite 
mortals  to  see  God’s  greatness. 

In  the  first  stanza  God  is  referred 
to  as  "Ancient  of  Days,”  a  reference 
found  only  once  in  Holy  Scripture 
in  Daniel  7:9. 

The  second  stanza  refers  to  God’s 
patience  and  long-suffering,  likens 
his  justice  to  high-soaring  moun- 


History 
of  Hymns 


tains,  and  depicts  his  goodness  and 
love  as  coming  from  the  clouds. 

The  third  stanza  points  out  that 
God  is  a  life-giver,  and  that  while 
we  humans  “blossom  and  flourish 
as  leaves  on  the  tree,”  God  never 
changes. 

The  final  stanza  praises  God  as 
“Father  of  glory”  and  “Father  of 
light”  and  concludes  with  the 
prayer  that  we  may  see  that  it  is 
“only  the  splendor  of  light”  that 
hides  God  from  us. 

Throughout  the  20th  Century  the 
hymn  has  been  sung  almost  exclu¬ 
sively  to  a  folk  tune  known  a  centu¬ 
ry  earlier  in  Wales.  Gustav  Holst 
adapted  the  tune  to  Smith’s  words 
in  The  English  Hymnal  that  was 
published  in  London  in  1906.  He 
named  the  tune  "St.  Denio.” 

What  a  sturdy  hymn  tune  for  a 
sturdy  text  about  the  “immortal,  in¬ 
visible  God"  that  brings  great  joy  to 
a  congregation  that  sings  it  heartily! 
NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"A  Charge  to  Keep  I  Have" 
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Celebrate  Christian  Education 
Sunday  .  .  .  August  28 


AUGUST  19,  1994 


KEEP  THE  FLAME  BURNING  BRIGHTLY! 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  FUND 


Each  church  is  encouraged  to  receive  an  offering  on  Christian  Education  Sunday  to 
strengthen  Christian  education  in  areas  of  greatest  need.  This  fund  is  used  throughout  the 
year  for  teacher  training  events  and  programs  in  the  conference  for  the  work  of  Christian 
Education.  Your  church’s  continued  strong  support  of  this  special  offering  will  enable  us  to 
fulfill  Chnst  s  great  commission  to  "Go  therefore  and  make  disciples  of  all  nations ,  baptizing 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  teaching  them  to 
obey  everything  that  I  have  commanded  you.  And  remember,  lam  with  you  always,  to  the  end 
of  the  age."  (Matthew  28:19-20  NRSV) 

The  Education  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  oversees  the  use  of  funds 
from  this  offering.  Local  church  treasurers  should  remit  the  receipts  of  the  offering  to  the 
Annual  Conference  Treasurer. 

Your  questions  may  be  directed  to  Dianne  Wilkinson,  Chairperson  of  the  Conference 
Education  Committee,  1000  W.  Woodward  Avenue,  Ruston,  La.  71270,  (318)  251-0750. 


CELEBRATE  TEACHERS  AND 
LEADERS 

®  Offer  workshops. 

•  Keep  in  touch  with  each  teacher  and 
leader  throughout  the  year. 

•  Set  up  prayer  partners  for  each  teach¬ 
er. 

•  Display  photographs  of  your  teachers  ^ 
and  leaders  in  action. 

•  Plan  a  Teacher  Appreciation  dinner. 

•  Write  each  teacher  a  thank  you  note  or 
have  a  blank  thank  you  card  as  a  bulle¬ 
tin  insert.  Encourage  the  congregation 
to  use  the  cards  to  write  a  personal  note 

.  of  thanks. 


Through  Christian  education 
people  and  communities 
of  faith  are  invited  to  be 
transformed  as  they  are 
inspired,  challenged,  and 
engaged  to: 
know  and  experience 
the  Christian  faith, 
claim  and  live  the 
promises  of  God, 
and 

grow  and  serve  as 
Christian  disciples . 


CELEBRATE  IN  WORSHIP 

•  Sing  "Wonderful  Book  of  God’s  People"  and 
The  Doxology"  during  worship.  This  song 

and  hymn  are  included  in  each  age  level  of 
the  children’s  Sunday  school  curriculum,  New 
Invitation. 

•  Suggest  that  the  pastor  preach  a  sermon  on 
our  call  to  learn  and  leach  as  worship  leaders. 

•  Involve  children,  youth,  and  adults  as 
worship  leaders. 

•Dedicate  teachers  and  leaders  during 
worship.  Use  the  service  found  on  page  4  of 
this  leaflet  or  the  one  on  page  60  of  The 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Worship. 

•Make  and  hang  banners  around  education 
themes. 


CELEBRATE  LEARNERS 

«  Promote  Sunday  school  attendance^ 
with  announcements,  bulletin  inserts,  post¬ 
ers  and  personal  invitations. 

*  Sponsor  a  work  day  to  clean  education 
classrooms.  Sort  through  old  equipment 
and  supplies,  clean  closets  and  purchase 
new  supplies  as  needed. 

*  Invite  everyone  to  a  Sunday  school 
open  house  and  have  curriculum  materials 
on  display, 

•  Highlight  the  church  library. 

•  Display  handprints  of  everyone  in  your 
congregation.  Place  different  colored  felt  on 
tables  in  the  narthex  or  fellowship  hall.  As 
people  come  to  Sunday  school  and  church, 
trace  around  each  person’s  hand  with  a  pen. 
Recruit  volunteers  to  cut  out  the  handprints 
and  mount  them  on  the  walls  in  the  hall  or 

.in  the  sanctuary. 


Equip  Your  Sunday  School  Teachers  with  S.S.T.E.P. 


A  trained  Christian  educator  will  come  to  your  church  and  work  with  you  and  your  teachers  in  any  one  of  20  dif¬ 
ferent  areas  (such  as:  discipline,  creativity,  music,  lessons  plans  . . . )  Just  call  the  facilitator  in  your  area  NOW! 

Acadiana  District:  Barbara  Einsel,  Houma,  504-868-7787  and  Evelyn  Deich,  Lafayette,  318-896-0509. 
Alexandria  District:  Eloise  Cox,  Jena,  318-992-5932,  and  Dave  Carlton,  Trout,  318-992-4564. 

Baton  Rouge  District:  Charlotte  Napper,  Baton  Rouge,  504-383-4777,  and  Carolyn  Dove,  Baton  Rouge,  504- 
753-5542. 

Lake  Charles  District:  Teresa  Wright,  Crowley,  318-783-8691. 

Monroe  District:  Ann  Watson,  Monroe,  318-325-7335. 

New  Orleans  District:  Linda  Berg,  New  Orleans,  504-486-3982  or  504-626-5644. 

North  Shore  District:  Carolyn  Foster,  Slidell,  504-643-6473  or  504-641-4482. 

Ruston  District:  Dianne  Wilkinson,  Ruston,  318-251-0750  or  318-255-8907. 

Shreveport  District:  Cheryl  Gillespie,  Shreveport,  318-861-0586  or  318-868-0710. 
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Trends  in  the 
appointment 
process 
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There  was  a  time  when  a  bishop  and  district  super¬ 
intendent  found  appointment  making  much  less  com- 
^  plicated.  The  cabinet  would  meet  a  few  days  before 

— i  Annual  Conference,  make  appointments  and  announce 

_j  the  close  of  conference.  Many  pastors  and  laypersons  would 
•-*'  assignments  for  the  first  time  as  the  bishop  read  the  appoint- 
Qnovettt  Weems  tells  of  the  early  days  in  the  southern  church 
£>ch  pastor  would  come  forward  at  conference  as  the  name  was 
ar  the  appointment  and  respond,  “God  is  good,  bishop!”  One 
brother,  not  expecting  to  move,  came  forward,  heard  his  new  assign¬ 
ment,  and  exclaimed,  “Good  God,  bishop!” 

That  was  a  different  day.  One  has  only  to  read  this  newspaper  on  a 
regular  basis  to  realize  the  cabinet  makes  appointments  the  year- 
round.  Also,  the  process  is  radically  different.  The  itineracy  has  many 
pressures  upon  it  that  will  not  go  away  —  spouses  employment,  clergy 
couples,  housing  preferences,  health,  theological  diversity,  etc. 

But  the  greatest  pressure  upon  appointment  making  is  even  more 
sharply  focused  than  the  above.  It  is  the  pressure  of  the  churches  be¬ 
lieving  that  the  effectiveness  of  the  pastor  is  crucial  to  the  growth  of 
the  church  and  conversely  each  pastor  believing  that  a  guaranteed  ap¬ 
pointment  means  moving  to  a  large  church  and  salary. 

Frankly,  I  understand  both  positions.  Local  churches  are  more  de¬ 
pendent  today  on  an  effective  pastor.  There  was  a  time  when  Method¬ 
ists  were  active  Methodists  regardless  of  the  effectiveness  of  the  pastor. 
If  one  didn't  find  the  present  pastor  to  one’s  liking,  wait  a  year  or  two 
for  a  change.  Now  we  know  that  long  pastorates  are  necessary  for 
church  growth.  This  means  the  appointment  process  is  far  more  impor¬ 
tant  to  laity  than  it  has  ever  been.  This  is  brought  home  to  me  daily  by 
the  avalanche  of  letters  and  phone  messages  that  cover  my  desk. 

From  a  pastor’s  perspective,  where  does  the  accountability  lie?  Who 
decides  on  my  future?  A  bishop?  A  cabinet  of  bishop  and  nine  district 
superintendents?  The  Pastor  Parish  Relations  Committee  of  the  local 
church? 

The  genius  of  United  Methodism  is  consultation.  Congregation 
(PPR  Committee),  Conference  (bishop  and  cabinet)  and  pastor  are  the 
consultation  partners.  After  all  the  partners  have  expressed  their  views, 
the  bishop  has  the  responsibility  to  make  the  appointment  based  on  the 
missional  needs  of  the  congregation  and  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

No  bishop  makes  appointments  unilaterally.  PPR  Committees  are 
not  “pulpit  committees”  making  decisions  by  vote.  Pastors  do  not  de¬ 
termine  their  own  destiny  or  place  of  service. 

Yes,  the  appointive  process  is  under  pressure.  But  it  still  represents 
the  missional  thrust  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  which  SENDS 
its  pastors  where  gifts  and  graces  match  needs. 


'Passing  on  the  Faith:  A  Family  Affair' 


Creative  VISION  2000  church 
is  tri-district  session  focus 


Barbara  Bruce  of  Avon,  N.Y., 
who  has  a  consulting  business  ti¬ 
tled,  Process:  Creativity,  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  at  a  Tri-District  VI¬ 
SION  2000  training  session  Satur¬ 
day,  Aug.  27,  from  9:30  a.m.  to 
3  p.m.  in  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette. 
Registration  will  begin  at  9  a.m. 

The  subject  is  to  be  “The  Cre¬ 
ative  Church,"  centering  upon  tech¬ 
niques  of  applying  VISION  2000 
concepts  and  creativity  to  local 
church  leadership. 

It  is  sponsored  by  Acadiana  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  on  Ministries.  Partici¬ 
pants  are  to  include  church  leaders, 


1 


September  Conference  Calendar 

10  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Fall  Meeting,  First  UMC, 

Alexandria,  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

1 5  United  Methodist  Women  Executive  Committee 

16-17  UMW  Conference  Annual  Meeting.  Broadmoor  UMW, 
Shreveport 

18  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Sunday 

19-20  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Fall  Board  Meeting, 
Holiday  Inn  Downtown,  Shreveport 

21  United  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship  Meeting,  First  UMC, 
Alexandria,  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

22  Conference  Center  Board  of  Trustees,  Headquarters  Build¬ 
ing,  Baton  Rouge,  3  p.m. 

24  United  Methodist  Men  Christian  Motivation  Assembly, 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

24  Youth  Fall  Convocation 

25  Ekaterinburg  Church  Offering 


Pictured  is  the  winning  volleyball  team  in  an  ecumenical  tourna¬ 
ment  held  to  build  relations  between  church  youth  groups  in  the 
Hammond  area.  About  150  persons  from  eight  churches  participat¬ 
ed.  Members  of  the  "Dog  Pound"  team  from  Loranger  UMC  are, 
FROM  LEFT,  Angelina  Harvey,  Laurie  Mayeaux,  Mark  Colona, 
Stephen  Lee,  Gavin  Berne  and  Travis  Puls.  Other  UM  teams  were 
from  First,  Hammond;  Pine  Grove  and  James  Chapel. 


Norma  Winegeart  and  grand¬ 
daughter,  Addie  Winegeart, 
RIGHT  PHOTO  and  Lynette  Pot¬ 
ter  Viskozki  and  daughter, 
Emma,  with  Joan  Potter,  (LEFT 
PHOTO),  will  model  family 
fashions  for  a  show  set  by  UMW 
of  First  UMC,  Shreveport.  Lyn¬ 
ette  and  Emma  are  daughter  and 
granddaughter  of  Joan  and  Rev. 
Bobby  Potter. 
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DISCIPLE  study  will  knock  dust  off  Bibles, 
minds  and  imaginations  while  renewing  faith 

"Thv  word  is  a  Inmn  unin  mv  fppt  - - - — - - - 


clergy  and  laity 
from  Acadiana, 
Alexandria  and 
Lake  Charles  dis¬ 
tricts. 

However,  Rev. 
Debbie  Drash, 
registrar,  stressed 
that  any  other 
persons  are  wel- 

Barbara  Bruce  come  to  attend 
since  similar  ses¬ 
sions  have  not  been  planned  in  other 
districts.  Pre-registration  is  requested 
(call  her  at  504-447-4295)  but  persons 
may  register  at  the  event. 


'Thy  word  is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet 
and  a  light  unto  my  path, " 

(The  United  Methodist  Hymnal). 

DISCIPLE  Bi¬ 
ble  Study  groups 
are  forming  for 
fall  in  many  of  our 
local  churches. 
The  study  requires 
a  commitment  in 
terms  of  prepara¬ 
tion,  presence  and 
participation  for 
all  involved.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  who  have  participated 
praise  it  as  a  “wonderful  way  to  study 
the  Bible.” 

The  DISCIPLE  Bible  Study  has 
been  described  as  an  “important 
key  to  the  renewal  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

At  Ingleside  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
the  first-year  DISCIPLE  course  is  to 
be  offered  this  fall  on  a  weekday 
morning  and  a  DISCIPLE  II  is  to  be 
held  on  a  weekday  evening. 

Rev.  Tim  Lawson,  said,  “DISCI¬ 
PLE  has  been  a  key  to  renewal  of 
hope  and  faith  for  many  at  Ingle¬ 
side  as  well  as  providing  a  great 
means  for  ‘knocking  the  dust'  off 
our  Bibles,  minds  and  imagina¬ 
tions.” 

Attended  training 

Kathy  Love,  lead  teacher,  and 
Claire  Moore,  support  teacher,  at 
First  UMC,  Minden,  are  not  only 
DISCIPLE  graduates,  they  attended 
a  training  event  in  Little  Rock  this 
summer. 

Registration  is  underway  for  their 
church’s  34-week  intensive  study  of 
the  Bible.  First  UMC,  Minden,  now 
has  29  graduates  of  the  program. 

Margaret  Lipps,  who  took  the 
DISCIPLE  Bible  Study  series  with  a 
group  at  St.  Timothy  UMC,  Mande- 
ville,  said,  “We  gained  so  much 
through  studying  God’s  word  to¬ 
gether,  finding  new  insights  and 
meanings  for  our  lives  and  a  lasting 
bonding  with  each  member  of  our 
DISCIPLE  group,  much  like  a  fam¬ 
ily.  1  did  not  want  to  miss  a  single 
class!” 

St.  Timothy  is  registering  stu¬ 
dents  for  the  new  series  and  decid¬ 
ing  on  the  best  time  for  classes. 

At  University  UMC,  Lake 
Charles,  when  the  members  think 
“DISCIPLE”  they  will  think 
“Wednesday."  The  Bible  study  will 
be  offered  each  Wednesday  morn¬ 
ing,  afternoon  and  evening  begin¬ 
ning  Aug.  31. 

Senior  high  study 

Rev.  Don  McDowell,  pastor  of  St. 
John’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  will 
lead  a  DISCIPLE  Bible  Study  for 
senior  high  youth  at  the  church. 

Adult  beginners  may  enroll  in  a 
study  led  by  Emily  Elliott.  Those 
who  have  finished  that  level  will 
register  for  the  DISCIPLE  Bible 
Study  II  led  by  George  Bevis. 

Kay  Ardoin  will  provide  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  Bible  study  at  Louisi- 


Supporting  missions  is  always  in  fashion 

Fall  benefits  set  by  UM  churches  and  agencies 


With  the  autumn  church  and  so¬ 
cial  season  approaching,  a  cornuco¬ 
pia  of  benefits  is  planned  by  local 
churches,  the  Methodist  Hospital 
and  other  UM-related  agencies. 

United  Methodist  Women  of  First 
UMC,  Shreveport,  will  present  a 
style  show  and  luncheon  Saturday, 
Sept.  10,  at  11:30  a.m.  with  pro¬ 
ceeds  going  to  UMW  missions  and 
other  social  concerns  projects. 
Three  generations  of  some  families 
will  participate  in  the  show  to  em¬ 
phasize  the  role  of  the  family  in  this 
style  of  religion,  “Passing  on  the 
Faith.” 

For  example,  Doris  Branton,  a 
resident  of  Live  Oak  Retirement 
Center,  will  model  fashions  in 
nightwear  as  she  reads  a  bedtime 
story  of  faith  to  her  great-grand¬ 
daughters.  Fourteen  families  will 
model  for  missions. 

Well-known  family 

Emcee  will  be  Johnette  McCrery, 
staff  member  of  KTBS-TV,  who 
along  with  husband,  U.S.  Represen¬ 
tative  Jim  McCrery  and  young  son, 
Scott,  are  members  of  the  church. 
Fashions  are  to  be  provided  by  fam¬ 
ily-owned  businesses. 

Broadmoor  (Baton  Rouge)  United 
Methodist  Women  will  sponsor  a 
fashion  show,  luncheon  and  all-day 
craft  fair  Tuesday,  Oct.  4.  “Winter 
Heat  —  Warm  Up  to  Mission,”  is 
the  theme.  “For  the  UMW,  sup¬ 
porting  mission  projects  is  always 
in  fashion  and  the  primary  reason 
for  having  this  event,”  Inarae 
Young,  publicity  chair,  said. 

Proceeds  will  benefit  Dulac  Coop¬ 
erative  Ministries,  MacDonell  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Services,  the  Methodist 
Children's  Home  in  Ruston,  the 
Methodist  Home  and  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center,  both  in  New 
Orleans,  and  local  serving  agencies. 

To  be  modeled  by  women  of  the 
church  are  clothes  that  work  in  the 
Louisiana  climate  and  that  are  suit¬ 
able  for  busy  women  in  all  the  many 
roles  they  play,  including  active 
UMW  and  church  member. 

Barbara  Jones,  504-291-0262, 
may  be  contacted  for  tickets  or  craft 
booth  rental  space. 


PHOTO  BY  LAVERNE  PAYTE 

Planning  a  fall  benefit  for  missions  sponsored  by  Broadmoor  (Baton 
Rouge)  UMW  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Dixie  Taylor  and  Ellen  McDowell, 
crafts  chairs,  and  Connie  Smith,  special  event  chair. 


"Steppin'Out" 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital’s  fall  gala  “Steppin’  Out” 
will  have  a  South  American  theme 
this  year,  “Samba  de  Rio”  featuring 
Sergio  Mendes  and  Brazil  ’99.  The 


ana  Memorial  UMC,  Opelousas, 

where  the  34-week  study  will  give 
an  overview  of  the  Bible  from  Gen¬ 
esis  to  Revelation. 

“You  don’t  need  to  know  a  lot 
about  the  Bible,  “  she  said,  “but 
you  need  to  have  a  commitment  to 
the  study.” 


event  is  set  for  Saturday,  Sept.  17, 
in  the  Imperial  Ballroom  of  Fair¬ 
mont  Hotel,  New  Orleans. 

The  black-tie  gala  reception  will 
begin  the  event  at  7:45  p.m.  after 
which  there  is  to  be  dinner  and  en¬ 
tertainment.  Grand  prize  will  be 
round  trip  airfare  for  two  to  Rio  de- 
Janeiro,  Brazil. 

Chairs  are  Drs.  Satish  V.  and  Vi¬ 
las  Karnik  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
C.  Wink  Jr.  Honorary  chair  is  The 
Honorable  Marc  H.  Morial,  mayor 
of  the  City  of  New  Orleans.  Chair  of 
the  hospital  board  of  directors, 
Mrs.  Robert  E.  Eggerton  will  be 
among  guests. 

For  tickets  to  the  hospital  benefit 
contact  Anne  Singer,  504-244-5469. 

Crafts  and  Pumpkins 

St.  Luke's  (UMC,  Shreveport) 
Crafters  meet  each  Tuesday  after¬ 
noon  to  work  on  craft  items  which 
will  be  offered  for  sale  in  the  church 
library.  Last  year  the  group,  along 
with  others  in  the  congregation  held 
a  fall  bazaar  to  coincide  with  the 
Pumpkin  Sale. 


This  year  the  bazaar  will  be  held 
on  Oct.  15.  Church  members  are  to 
be  asked  to  contribute  specially- 
baked  goods,  jellies,  relishes,  crafts 
items  and  articles  for  the  silent  auc¬ 
tion,  Zoe  Ramsey  reports. 

Veora  Lundy,  president  of  Lafon 
Nursing  Home  Auxiliary  of  the  UM 
Church,  reports  that  the  annual  lun¬ 
cheon/fashion  show  will  be  held 
Saturday,  Sept.  10,  at  1  p.m.  Tick¬ 
ets  to  the  benefit  are  available.  Call 
her  at  504-482-5124. 


Need  a  loan? 

Does  your  church  need  a  loan 
for  new  construction?  Addition- 
al  property?  Refinancing? 
Church  vans?  Your  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Loui¬ 
siana  can  probably  assist  you  at 
a  lower  rate  than  is  available  lo¬ 
cally.  Call  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed, 
504-346-1535,  at  Louisiana 
UM  Headquarters  in  Baton 
Rouge  for  more  information. 
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Proclaim  more 


than  merely 
'a  little  virginity' 


A  recent  nationally  circulated 
ad,  headlined  “In  Defense  of  a 
Little  Virginity,”  could  do  more 
harm  than  good  to  a  worthy  goal: 
Encouraging  teens  to  postpone 
sex  until  marriage. 

The  ad,  sponsored  by  the  Colo¬ 
rado-based  Focus  on  the  Family, 
cites  an  impressive  list  of  statis¬ 
tics  regarding  the  incidence  of 
sexually  transmitted  diseases.  It 
notes  that  more  than  20  such  dis¬ 
eases  are  rampant  among  teens. 

Hence,  it  states:  “There  is  only 
one  way  to  remain  healthy  in  the 
midst  of  a  sexual  revolution.  It  is 
to  abstain  from  intercourse  until 
marriage,  and  then  wed  and  be 
faithful  to  an  uninfected  partner.” 

Unfortunately,  the  rest  of  the  ad 
fails  to  live  up  to  the  demands  of 
such  worthwhile  objectives.  Two 
points  are  particularly  disturbing. 


Editorial 


My  experience  affirms  our  unity  in  Christ 


1)  From  a  practical  standpoint, 
the  ad’s  overwhelmingly  negative 
approach  amounts  to  a  blatant 
scare  tactic. 

In  matters  of  sex,  such  tactics 
have  a  short-term  impact.  Sex  is 
such  a  fundamental  biological 
drive  that  fear  of  disease  and 
even  death  are  mere  temporary 
deterrents  for  many  people. 

Furthermore,  the  ad’s  rhetoric 
lacks  historical  perspective.  The 
threat  of  AIDS  may  seem  to 
make  chastity  more  urgent,  but 
let’s  not  forget  that  less  than  a 
century  ago,  other  sexually  trans¬ 
mitted  diseases  such  as  syphillis 
were  uncurable  and  often  fatal. 
In  other  words,  the  physical 
threats  from  promiscuous  sex 
have  been  with  us  a  long  time. 


Teens  respond  favorably  to  a 
positive  approach  that  teaches 
the  godly  whys  and  wherefores 
of  mutual  respect  and  love. 


2)  From  a  moral  standpoint,  the 
ad  suggests  an  incomplete  agen¬ 
da:  That  the  predominant  reason 
to  refrain  from  premarital  or  ex¬ 
tramarital  sex  is  to  remain  physi¬ 
cally  healthy. 

This  approach  overlooks  a  fun¬ 
damental  Christian  understanding 
of  the  inseparability  of  body,  mind 
and  spirit.  Jesus  taught  that  the 
wellness  of  all  three  of  these  ele¬ 
ments  is  essential  for  “health” — a 
word  whose  root  in  Greek,  by  the 
way,  is  the  same  as  “salvation.” 

Thus,  Focus  on  the  Family’s 


ad  disappoints  by  confining  its 
emphasis  to  profligate  sex’s  po¬ 
tential  physical  damage  without 
addressing  its  equal  potential  for 
spiritual  and  emotional  damage. 
This  omission  speaks  to  us  of  an 
agenda  that  is  more  political  and 
cultural  than  it  is  moral  from  a 
Christian  viewpoint. 

Nonetheless,  as  Christians  we 
can  stand  with  Focus  on  the 
Family  in  affirming  our  faith’s 
traditional  wisdom  regarding 
premarital  chastity  and  limiting 
sex  to  marriage. 

Instead  of  Focus  on  the  Fam¬ 
ily’s  approach,  however,  we  en¬ 
courage  more  positive  models  of 
faith-based  education  on  sexual 
behavior  such  as  the  Southern 
Baptist-sponsored  “True  Love 
Waits.”  Its  widespread  participa¬ 
tion  after  just  a  year’s  existence 
shows  that  teens  respond  favor¬ 
ably  to  a  positive  approach  that 
teaches  the  godly  whys  and  where¬ 
fores  of  mutual  respect  and  love. 

Such  efforts  remind  us  that  our 
distinctive  task  as  Christians 
should  go  beyond  campaigning  for 
“a  little  virginity.”  We  must  pro¬ 
claim  a  fuller  vision  that  names 
self-control  in  all  of  life,  not  merely 
sex,  for  what  it  is:  one  of  the  “fruits 
of  the  Spirit”  (Galatians  5:22). 


Two  letters  in  the  July  22  Reporter  stress  that 
a  common  faith  in  Christ  provides  a  basis  for 
unity  despite  differences.  My  recent  experience 
as  interim  pastor  of  The  American  Protestant 
Church  of  The  Hague,  Netherlands,  certainly 
confirms  this  to  me. 

Members  of  that  church  are  about  one-third 
Americans,  one-third  Dutch,  and  one-third  from 
more  than  30  nations  all  over  the  world.  More 
than  the  bond  of  an  English-speaking  service  is 
their  shared  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  Among  the  500- 
plus  members  there  are  United  Methodists,  Pres¬ 
byterians,  Baptists,  Church  of  Christ,  Dutch 
Reformed,  Catholics  (despite  the  “Protestant” 
name)  and  many  other  denominations. 

A  few  accommodations  have  been  made  be¬ 
cause  of  denominational  differences  (such  as 
Holy  Communion  kneeling  at  the  altar  rail  one 
month  and  in  the  pews  the  next),  but  for  the 
most  part,  nobody  knows  what  church  back¬ 
ground  anybody  else  had  and  nobody  much 
cares.  When  differences  arise,  a  common  faith 
in  Christ  as  Lord  enables  them  to  “agree  to  dis¬ 
agree  without  being  disagreeable." 

I  hope  we  United  Methodists  can  be  more 
like  this  soon. 


Letters  to 

the  Editor 


other  to  stumble  (Luke  17:2,  Matthew  18:7  and 
II  Peter).  Some  day  we  will  all  stand  before 
Christ.  Will  you  have  to  say  that  Christ  was  not 
sufficient  to  meet  your  needs,  or  will  you  say 
with  me  that  Christ  is  sufficient? 


Lois  Sauer 

Ambler,  Pennsylvania 


Gus  Browning 
Houston,  Texas 


What  image  are  we  giving? 

In  the  July  22  Reporter,  Bishop  William  Lew¬ 
is  (Dakotas  Area)  was  reported  to  have  made  a 
tongue-in-cheek  offer  to 
Good  News  magazine  of 
SI  00  for  the  names  of  those 
who  worship  Sophia. 

Each  person  embracing 
Sophia  knows  in  his  or  her 
own  heart  whether  or  not 
they  are  worshipping.  But 
what  image  is  being  por¬ 
trayed  when  liturgies,  songs 


Philip  Morris  boycott  vindictive 

I’ve  read  with  some  consternation  the  July  22 
Faith  Watch  column  where  the  Methodist  Fed¬ 
eration  for  Social  Action  has  endorsed  an  inter¬ 
national  boycott  of  Philip  Morris  products. 

I  think  it  is  very  mean  and  vindictive  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  jeopardize  the  jobs 
and  welfare  of  the  people  who  work  for  Philip 
Morris,  their  families  and  all  the  subsidiaries 
listed  in  the  article. 

This  is  what  is  wrong  with  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  We  need  more  positive  spiritual 
Christian  leadership  in  our  church  instead  of  all 
the  negative  malarkey  that  has  slowed  growth  of 
the  church. 


David  B.  Norris 
Broken  Bow,  Oklahoma 


William  Lewis 
and  prayers  are  written  in  the  name  of  Sophia? 
What  message  is  being  given  to  the  unsaved,  the 
young  in  Christ  and  impressionable  youth  and 
children? 

We  are  warned  in  the  Bible  not  to  cause  an- 


Editor's  note:  The  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action  is  an  unofficial  caucus  of  United 
Methodists  committed  to  the  application  of 
Christian  principles  of  justice  and  compassion  to 
the  workings  of  human  society.  As  an  indepen¬ 
dent  body,  the  Federation  can 't  commit  the  en¬ 
tire  denomination  to  a  boycott.  Only  the  General 
Conference,  the  church's  top  legislative  body 
which  meets  once  every  four  years,  can  adopt  pol¬ 
icies  that  speak  for  the  entire  United  Methodist 
Church. 


a  hornet”  as  she  reads  the  Reporter,  pressed  my 
“mad”  button,  but  for  a  different  reason. 

Her  examples  of  the  subjects  written  about 
are  the  reason  that  I  celebrate  being  a  United 
Methodist.  I  am  glad  that  the  Reporter  gives  us 
more  than  a  one-sided  view  of  the  issue  of  hu¬ 
man  sexuality,  and  as  I  think  Jesus  teaches,  asks 
us  not  to  condemn  others  who  are  made  by  God 
differently  than  we. 

As  a  former  member  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ,  I  find  myself  much  more  pleased  with 
the  “liberal”  (her  words)  stand  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  if  by  her  definition  of  liberal 
she  means  people  who  care  about  others  of  all 
persuasions  and  look  at  all  sides  of  issues  that 
affect  this  diverse  world  we  live  in. 

Was  she  at  the  conference  that  has  engen¬ 
dered  the  Sophia  flap?  Or  is  she  taking  for  the 
truth  the  hate  and  fear  that  is  fostered  by  some 
group  worried  about  openness  in  worshipping 
God?  Does  she  know  that  “Sophia”  means 
“wisdom”  in  Greek? 

It  seems  to  me  that  Joycelyn  Elders,  Hillary 
Clinton  and  retired  U.S.  Justice  Harry  Black- 
mun  give  me  more  reason 
to  be  proud  of  our  leaders 
and  their  United  Methodist 
affiliation.  Hillary  Clinton 
has  given  so  much  to  try  to 
secure  health  care  for  “all,” 
not  just  for  those  of  us  who 
can  afford  to  pay  for  it,  or 
are  lucky  enough  to  work 
for  companies  that  provide  Hillary  Clinton 


She  pressed  my  'button' 

The  letter  from  the  Mom  who  “gets  as  mad  as 


it,  or  are  lucky  enough  to  receive  subsides  from 
the  government  in  the  form  of  Medicare. 

If  we  lived  in  a  very  closed,  isolated  society, 
maybe  we  could  say  that  our  United  Methodism 
and  our  lives  in  the  world  should  not  be  inte¬ 
grated,  but  we  are  called  by  Jesus  to  love  and 
care  for  all,  near  and  far.  I  agree  that  we  should 
live  our  faith  lives  as  United  Methodists  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Book  of  Discipline,  an  important  part 
of  which  is  the  Social  Principles. 

Sheila  Burris 
Deerfield,  Illinois 


When  I  look  into  the  church's  future,  I  see . . . 


By  DAVID  |.  LAWSON 


She  may  have  been  the  youngest 
lay  member  at  the  Central  Illinois 
Annual  Conference  session  this 
year.  At  least  she  seemed  very 
young  to  me.  Young  and  intent! 

“Can  I  have  a  copy  of  the  open¬ 
ing  paragraphs  of  your  sermon?  I 
want  to  believe  that  with  you!” 

The  ordinands  and  I  had  just  re¬ 
cessed  and  were  getting  in  line  to 
greet  family,  friends,  and  well-wish¬ 
ers.  Earlier  I  had  started  the  ordina¬ 
tion  sermon  with  a  statement  of  my 
vision  for  our  church. 

“This,”  I  had  said,  “will  set  the 
context  for  all  that  I  will  share  with 
you  this  evening.  When  I  lean  for¬ 
ward,  seeking  to  see  what  God  may 


My  Witness 


Bishop  David  /. 
Lawson  is 
episcopal  leader 
of  the  Illinois  Area 
of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 


I  Where  should  the  missions  board  move? 


ington 


The  five  cities  shown  on  this  map 
are  being  considered  as  possible 
new  sites  for  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Which  of  these  five  sites  would 
you  recommend  to  the  1996  General 
Conference,  which  will  choose  the 
new  site?  Why  would  you  choose 
the  city  you  pick?  Or  would  you 
recommend  that  the  missions 
board  stay  in  New  York? 

Send  your  responses  by  Sept.  9 
to:  "Move,1'  UMR,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  TX  75266-0275,  or  fax  your 
response  to  214-630-0079. 


I  think  the  missions  board  should  move  to: 
because  _ 


Your  name 


Your  city 


be  doing  with  our  church  in  the  fu¬ 
ture,  this  is  what  I  see.” 

Certainly,  this  vision  statement 
will  give  you  a  clue  as  to  why  I  do, 
think,  and  pray  the  way  I  do.  Each 
statement  will  start  with  “WE,”  for 
I  hope  some  of  you  will  join  me  in 
owning  this  vision. 

When  we  lean  forward,  seeking  to 
see  around  the  next  comer,  seeking 
to  discern  what  God  is  leading  us 
toward,  this  is  what  we  see: 

We  envision  an  increasing  num¬ 
ber  of  United  Methodist  Christians 
(laity  and  clergy)  who  are  empow¬ 
ered  for,  motivated  for,  excited 
about,  gifted  for,  authorized  for, 
and  committed  to  the  sharing  of  the 


every  person  to  grow  in  faith  in 
ways  appropriate  to  their  circum¬ 
stance. 

We  envision  an  increasing  num¬ 
ber  of  missionary  congregations 
who  passionately  care  about  per¬ 
sons  in  all  parts  of  this  world,  who 
seek  ways  to  share  both  faith  and 
food,  and  whose  stewardship  re¬ 
flects  this  passion. 

We  envision  an  annual  conference 
in  mission,  which  passionately  af¬ 
firms  its  purpose  to  strengthen  con¬ 
gregations  for  their  ministry  and  to 
connect  those  congregations  with 
the  United  Methodist  global  mis¬ 
sion. 

We  envision  an  annual  conference 
in  mission  which  focuses  on  its  pri¬ 
mary  task  of  recruiting,  training, 
supporting,  and  sending  out  leaders 
for  these  congregations. 

We  envision  an  increasing  num¬ 
ber  of  Christians. 


I  realize  that  it  is  stylish  now  to 
be  cynical  about  the  church,  its 
leaders,  and  its  attempt  to  plan  for 
the  future. 

However,  this  is  not  the  theme  of 
most  of  our  people  and  pastors.  You 

can  see  the  yearning  in  our  faces, 
hear  the  desire  for  vitality  trying  to 
break  out  of  our  souls.  We  know 
that  God  has  not  given  up  on  us! 
More,  we  know  that  God  has  a 
dream  for  us,  for  our  church,  and  is 
bidding  us  to  respond. 

If  there  are  persons  who  need  to 
play  the  “ain’t  it  awful”  game,  give 
them  room  and  permission.  As  for 
the  rest  of  us,  let’s  claim  the  vision 
and  be  about  our  business.  The  mis¬ 
sion  is  too  vital  to  the  future  of  this 
world  for  us  to  dawdle. 


Reprinted  with  permission  from 
the  Central  Illinois  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  edition  of  the  Reporter. 


message  of  God’s  presence  and 
grace  in  Jesus  Christ  and  who  are 
fully  involved  in  lives  of  witness 
and  service. 

We  envision  an  increasing  num¬ 
ber  of  Christians  (laity  and  clergy) 
who  say:  “Isn’t  it  exciting  to  be  a 
child  of  God,  a  follower  of  Jesus 
Christ!” 

We  envision  missionary  congrega¬ 
tions  who  open  their  doors  and 
lives  to  all  persons,  who  love  to 
sing,  who  regularly  share  warm  fel¬ 
lowship  with  all  who  approach 
them,  who  surround  every  person 
with  a  circle  of  forgiveness  and  ac¬ 
ceptance,  and  who  make  space  for 


Know  your  Bible? 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Have  I  not  commanded  you?  Be 
strong  and  of  good  courage;  be  not 
frightened,  neither  be  dismayed;  for 
the  Lord  your  God  is  with  you 
wherever  you  go.”  (NRSV) 


Book 


Cynthia  B.  Astle 

Faith  Forum  Editor 


Ronald  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Hebrews  13:16) 
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Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  28 

Sunday:  Psalms  45: 1  -2,  6-9 
Monday:  Psalms  72 
Tuesday:  Song  of  Solomon  2:8- 1 3 
Wednesday:  James  1:17-27 
Thursday:  Mark  7:1-8 
Friday:  Mark  7: 1 4- 1 5 
Saturday:  Mark  7:21-23 


Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio 


Delaware,  Ohio 


PRESENTS  THE 


5TH  ANNUAL 


SCHOOLER 


INSTITUTE  ON 


PREACHING 


October  23-25,  1994 

“Evangelical  Work  Which  Resists  Easy  Closure" 
with 


Keynote 

Speaker 

A 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Walter  Brueggemann 

Professor  of  Old  Testament.  Columbia  Theological  Seminary 
Internationally  reknowned  scholar,  lecturer  and  preacher 


Continuing  education  workshops  by  MTSO  faculty: 

•  Evangelizing  from  the  Perspective  of  Beauty 

with  Dr.  Jtuinnuirie  Smith.  CSJ. 

•  Preaching  in  the  (laps  with  l)r  CM.  Kempton  Hewitt 

•  Readings  in  Context:  Preaching  to  Contexts  with  Dr.  Frederick  Tiffany 

•  Tile  Challenge  to  Oneness  with  Dr  Ervin  Smith 

•  Ministry  Beyond  the  Barriers  with  guest  Rev.  Carol  Stumme 


Cost:  S60  includes  registration,  five  meals,  and  1.5  CF.Ls. 


Locution:  Campus  of  the 

Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio  (MTSO) 

5081  Columbus  Pike.  Delaware.  Ohio. 


For  details  and  to  register,  call  (614)  363-1146. 
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Because  Your  Faith  Is  Proclaimed  Throughout  the  World  -Romans  i:8b,NRsv 


Sharing  in  the  Body  of  Christ 


During  a  recent  World  Communion 
Sunday  service,  the  earth's  vivid  oceans 
and  continents  glowed  before  worship¬ 
pers'  eyes  at  University  United 
Methodist  Church,  Redlands,  Calif. 
Some  couldn't  help  but  gaze  at  the  illu¬ 
mined  globe  on  the  altar  table.  Somehow 
it  made  their  world  seem  so  small. 

After  the  sermon,  the  world  became 
even  smaller  as  six  members  of 
Pakistani,  Indian,  Japanese,  Lakota 
Sioux  and  Scandinavian  descent  walked 
quietly  down  the  aisles,  dressed  in  their 
native  or  ancestral  attire.  They  brought 
beverages  and  homemade  breads'from 
their  various  cultures  to  the  altar  as 
Communion  sacraments. 

“Our  members  were  delighted  to  see 
the  global  connection  made,  and  to 
leam  how  the  world  touches 
us  in  various  ways,”  said  the 
Rev.  Nan  Self,  pastor.  Since 
then,  some  members  have  exchanged 
letters  with  overseas  churches. 

Marvin  Memorial  Church,  Silver 
Springs,  Md.,  has  been  touching  the 
world  on  each  Communion  Sunday  for 
10  years,  while  raising  more  than 
$10,000  in  that  time  to  help  feed  the 
hungry. 

Recruited  volunteers  bake  and 
donate  assorted  breads  to  be  sold  from 
the  “Bread  Table”  in  the  narthex  on 
each  Communion  Sunday.  The  church 
gives  proceeds  to  a  different  local, 
regional  or  international  anti-hunger 
project  each  month,  and  educates 
members  about  world  hunger.  Like 
many  churches,  this  one  also  features 
breads  of  different  cultures 
on  World  Communion 
Sunday. 


Through  global  celebrations,  mission 
projects  and  giving  to  the  World 
Communion  Sunday  offering,  these 
congregations  and  many  others  are 
proclaiming  their  faith  throughout  the 
world.  The  bread  that  we  break  and  the 
gifts  that  we  give  are  together  a  “sharing 
in  the  body  of  Christ.”  Both  are  essen¬ 
tial  parts  of  the  Eucharist  that  brings  us 
together  as  a  community  of  faith  to 
remember  the  sacrifice  and  triumph  of 
Christ,  who  redeems  us  and  sends  us 
into  the  world  as  witnesses. 

Since  1940,  the  ecumenical  obser¬ 
vance  of  World  Communion  Sunday  on 
the  first  Sunday  in  October  has  brought 
Christians  of  many  cultures  and 
denominations  together  to  experience 
their  oneness  in  the  body  and  blood  of 
our  risen  Savior. 

For  United  Methodists,  the 
special  offering  received  on 
this  day  extends  and  enriches  our  global 
witness  for  Christ.  That  witness 
continues  to  grow  and  to  change  lives  as 
we  provide  precious  opportunities  for 
higher  education  and  ministry  to  racial- 
ethnic  minority  students  here  and  in 
developing  countries. 

These  students — some  of  whom  are 
featured  in  this  publication — are  the 
promise  of  the  future,  for  they  prepare 
to  offer  qualified  leadership  and  service 
to  their  churches  and  communities. 

We  encourage  you  to  proclaim  your 
faith  creatively  on  this  World 
Communion  Sunday,  and  to  share  abun¬ 
dantly  in  the  body  of  Christ  by  gener¬ 
ously  supporting  our  students,  who 
need  your  help. 


‘The  bread  that  we  break,  is  it  not  a  sharing 
in  the  body  of  Christ?”(i  connthiam  io;i6b,Nfisv) 

The  Rev.  Lionel  Muthiah, featured  on  1995  World  Communion  Sunday  materials, 
came  from  Malaysia  to  the  U.S.  in  1956  to  study  education  on  a  Crusade 
Scholarship.  He  then  began  almost  40  years  of  ministry  as  a  missionary  and  pastor 
of  churches  from  Southeast  Asia  to  South  Dakota.  Now  retired  in  Bismarck,  N.D.,  he 
stays  busy  helping  organize  community  events  and  ministries  to  promote  his  ardent 
interests  in  multi-culturalism  and  human  rights. 

“The  scholarship  changed  my  life  in  so  many  ways,"  said  Muthiah,  shown  here 
serving  Communion  to  members  of  First  Church,  Bismarck,  where  he  attends. 


Crusade  Scholarships:  50  Years  of  Education  for  Mission 


‘ 


Constance  Mafarachisi,  left,  of  Zimbabwe,  studied  nursing  in  Scotland  in  the 
1960s,  aided  by  a  Crusade  Scholarship,  and  then  studied  educational  administra¬ 
tion  in  Michigan.  She  is  now  registrar  of  the  United  Methodist-supported  Africa 
University  in  Zimbabwe,  the  first  woman  to  hold  that  position  in  her  country. 
Here,  she  leads  the  procession  at  the  school's  grand  opening  in  April  1994. 

Ms.  Mafarachisi' s father,  a  retired  professor,  was  a  Crusade 
Scholar  in  the  1950s. 

The  1944  General  Conference  began  the  scholarship  program  to 
help  Methodist  and  affiliate  churches  overseas  provide  higher  education  to 
their  indigenous  members.  Such  opportunities  were  scarce  as  World  War 
II  ended  and  later,  as  newly  independent,  fledgling  Third  World  nations 
struggled  to  survive. 

Scholars  would  leave  home  to  pursue  graduate  studies  in  the 
United  States  or  Europe,  pledging  to  return  home  with  their  new  knowl¬ 
edge  and  skills.  Their  interaction  with  Christians  of  other  cultures  was  of 
immeasurable  mutual  benefit. 

Later,  the  scholarships  were  extended  to  increase  graduate  and 
seminary  education  for  racial-ethnic  minority  students  in  the  U.S.,  who 
now  receive  almost  half  the  monies  raised. 

Today,  as  the  Crusade  Scholarships  program  celebrates  its  50- 
year  Jubilee,  the  need  for  new  skills  and  leadership  in  developing 
L  countries  is  still  critical.  But  the  cost  of  bringing  students  here  to 
study  is  prohibitive,  forcing  all  but  a  few  to  seek  limited  opportuni¬ 
ties  in  their  own  countries  or  regions.  Generous  giving  to  the 
World  Communion  Sunday  offering  is  needed  to  increase  those 
opportunities  and  to  meet  the  growing  educational  needs  of 

Bret  Haines  photo 


Looking  for  a  guest  speaker 
to  make  your  World 
Communion  Sunday  celebra¬ 
tion  special?  Invite  current  or 
former  recipients  of  the  offering 
to  tell  your  congregation  first¬ 
hand  how  its  gifts  have  helped 
prepare  persons  for  ministry 
and  service. 

Celebrate  the  50th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  Crusade  Scholarships  in 
1994-95  by  inviting  past  or 
present  Crusade  Scholars  to 
address  your  congregation. 
Sunday  school  classes  or  other 
gatherings.  Contact  your 
conference  missions  or  commu¬ 
nications  offices  or  the  scholar¬ 
ship  offices  listed  on  page  4  for 
help  in  finding  recipients  near 
you. 


A  Continuing  Legacy  of  Leadership 


John  Coleman  phoio 

Scholars  Pursue  Gods  Call  to  Ministry 


With  the  help  of  Crusade  Scholarships,  Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  part  of 
the  historically  Black  Interdenominational  Theological  Center  (TTC)  in  Atlanta,  has 
trained  most  of  the  church 's  African-American  clergy.  The  majority  of  these  recipi¬ 
ents  are  from  small  churches  in  low-income  communities  and  have  chosen  the 
ministry  as  a  second  career. 

"The  Crusade  Scholarship  was  God’s  answer  to  my  question  of  faith,"  said 
Clarence  Brown,  Powder  Spring,  Ga.  “I  came  here  with  no  money  because  I  wanted 
to  pursue  this  calling  with  all  my  heart." 

Enjoying  a  moment  with  TTC  business  manager  Bessie  Miller  ( right,  front)  are, 
from  left:  Erica  Jenkins,  Lake  Charles,  La.:  Ethel  Jefferson,  Monck  s  Comer,  S.C.: 
James  Moore,  Greenville,  S.C.:  Jimelvia  Pettiford.  Atlanta:  Eddie  Wdliams,  Bamberg, 
S.C.:  Clarence  Brown;  and  Lisa  Jones.  Benton  Harbor,  Mich. 

‘ To  Serve  the  Present  Age’ 

Scholars  Define  Church’s  Mission 


'The  Crusade  Scholarship  made  it 
possible  for  me  to  complete  my  last  two 
years  of  law  school.”  said  county  court 
Judge  Jon  Gray,  Kansas  City.  Mo. 

“Each  World  Communion  Sunday,  1 
remind  my  congregation  that  I  am  a 
direct  beneficiary  of  their  benevolence 
dollars.” 

A  busy  leader  in  his  church  and 
annual  conference,  including  two  terms 
as  a  General  Conference  delegate.  Gray 
takes  the  practice  of  his  faith  seriously, 
even  on  the  judicial  bench. 

“The  church  has  been  such  a  vital 
force  in  my  life,  and  that  certainly 
affects  the  decisions  1  make  as  a  judge.” 
he  said. 

Many  other  recipients  of  these  schol¬ 
arships  have  expressed  similar  gratitude 
and  commitment  to  serving  Christ  in 
their  chosen  professions. 

The  Rev.  Masuo  Kaneko,  pastor  and 
director  of  an  orphanage  in  Yugoware. 
Japan,  recently  donated  $500  for  schol¬ 
arships  to  thank  the  program  for  the  aid 
he  received  while  at  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary,  Washington.  DC.,  in  1958- 
60. 

The  Rev.  Frances  Guest  of  the 
Philippines  received  the  first  scholar¬ 
ship  in  1945.  Since  then,  a  procession 
of  noted  recipients  around  the  world  has 
included  missionaries  and  church 
leaders,  educators,  college  and  seminary 
presidents,  government  officials, 
doctors  and  dentists,  journalists,  scien¬ 
tists,  artists  and  so  on.  Among  them  are: 
>  J.S.  Ryang,  a  missionary  and  the  first 
bishop  of  the  Korean  Methodist 
Church; 

•  Y.C.  Yang,  a  former  diplomat, 
church  leader  and  university  presi¬ 
dent  in  China; 

•  Emilio  Castro  of  Uruguay,  former 
head  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches: 


•  C.  Eric 
Lincoln  and 
Grant 
Shockley, 
prominent 
theologians 
and  church 
historians  at 
Duke  Divinity 
School, 

Durham,  Judge  jon  Gray 

•  Dr.  N.C.  Mbawa,  a  surgeon  in 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe; 

•  John  Innis,  principal  of  a  mission 
school  in  Liberia; 

•  Agostinho  Neto  and  Archbishop 
Makarios,  former  presidents  of 
Angola  and  Cyprus,  respectively; 

•  Emanuel  Cleaver,  a  pastor  and  first 
African-American  mayor  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo.; 

•  Justo  Gonzales,  a  Cuban  exile  and 
church  historian,  theologian  and 
writer;  and 

•  Numerous  active  and  retired  U.S. 
bishops,  including  Melvin  Talbert. 

W.  T.  Handy,  Joel  Martinez  and 
James  S.  Thomas,  and  overseas 
bishops,  including  Ole  Borgen 
(Norway),  Eleazar  Guerra  (Mexico), 
Frederico  Pagura  (Argentina),  Ivan 
Abrahams  (Namibia)  and  Paul 
Granadosin  (Philippines). 

These  and  many  other  former 
Scholars  offer  a  unique.  50-year  legacy 
of  leadership  and  service.  But  under¬ 
girding  that  legacy  are  the  countless 
numbers  of  Methodists  and  United 
Methodists  who  have  supported  this 
invaluable  ministry  throughout  lire  years. 

As  long  as  that  support  continues, 
future  Crusade  Scholars  will  continue  to 
nurture  and  challenge  the  lives  and  faith 
of  people  throughout  the  world. 


Daniel  Mtguez  returned  recendy  to 
his  beloved  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  in 
search  of  answers.  The  Crusade  Scholar 
has  been  studying  for  a  Ph.D.  in  soci¬ 
ology  at  an  Amsterdam  university,  and 
now  must  do  field  research  on  the  devel¬ 
opment  of 
church-based 
community 
organizations 
for  social 
change. 

Before 
leaving  in 
1992.  Miguez 
worked  for  five 
years  with 
Argentina’s 
Methodist 
Daniel  Miguez  church  to  help 
create  such 

organizations.  Deeply  concerned  about 
the  plight  of  the  urban  poor,  he  seeks 
ways  to  build  stronger  groups  that 
respect  the 
diverse 
cultures, 
concerns,  faith 
and  leadership 
abilities  of 
their  members. 

Now.  to 
prepare  for  his 
dissertation,  he 
must  observe 
and  interview 
the  people  to 
whose  lives  he 
has  committed  his  work.  “The  church’s 
mission  must  relate  religious  faith  to 
social  problems  and  demonstrate  that 
God’s  will  is  a  world  of  justice,  equality 
and  dignity  among  all  God’s  children,” 
said  Miguez. 


Many 
Crusade 
Scholars 
express  such 
strong  convic¬ 
tions  about  the 
church's 
mission.  Priya 
Dass-Nath  of 
India,  now  . 
studying 

economics  and  Priya  Dass-Nath 
finance  in 

Australia,  believes  the  church  must  do 
more  to  nurture  development  and  leader¬ 
ship  among  its  youth.  She  plans  to  return 
home  to  teach  in  Methodist  schools  after 
earning  her  degree. 

Joann  Mays  of  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  a 
former  biomedical  researcher  and  a 
mother  of  three,  is  fulfilling  “a  lifelong 
dream  to  study  medicine.”  She  wants  to 
remedy  the  scarcity  of  African-American 
pediatricians  in  her  state,  especially  in 
rural  areas,  and  to  help  the  church  do 
more  to  improve  health  care  among 
underprivileged  families  in  the  U.S.  and 
developing  nations. 

Cynthia  Ballard  is  a  Native  American 
local  pastor  in  Lone  Star,  Texas,  and  a 
student  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in 
Dallas.  She  believes  that  building  posi¬ 
tive  relationships  in  conflict-ridden, 
multi-racial  communities  must  begin  in 
the  church. 

These  and  other  Crusade  Scholars  are 
using  their  gifts  to  glorify  God  through 
various  ministries.  Some  fulfill  a  lifelong 
dream;  others,  a  calling  that  can  no 
longer  be  denied.  Your  gift  to  the  World 
Communion  Sunday  offering  will  help 
them  also  fulfill  the  urgent  needs  of  the 
churches  and  communities  they  prepare 
diligenfiy  to  serve. 


Two  Prepare  for  Creative  Ministries 

Crusade  Scholars  Sheila  Williams,  left,  and  Katia  Paredes  attend  United 
Theological  Seminary,  Dayton,  Ohio.  Ms.  Williams,  of  Nashville,  hopes  to  combine 
her  skills  as  an  architect  with  seminary  training  to  design  places  of  worship  and  a 
spiritual  retreat  center. 

Ms.  Paredes,  of  Temple,  Texas,  was  10  when  her  family  was  exiled  from  Chile.  She 
wants  to  return  to  Latin  America  as  a  missionary  to  help  churches  there  develop 
educational  and  media  resources  to  interpret  their  needs  and  ministries  to  others. 

She  is  featured  on  the  1994  World  Communion  Sunday  leaflet  and  in  the  July/August 
1994  issue  of  Interpreter. 
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Ethnic  Minority 
Scholarships 

Funds  Are  Few, 


“Please  do  what  you  can  to  help 
make  my  dream  come  true.”  One  can 
almost  hear  the  hopeful  plea  of  scholar¬ 
ship  applicant  Michael  Brooks  Jr., 
Orlando,  Fla.,  resounding  among  a 
chorus  of  anxious  students. 

More  than  800  each  year  seek 
undergraduate  Ethnic  Minority 
Scholarships,  funded  by  the  World 
Communion  Sunday  offering,  to  help 
them  fulfill  fragile  dreams  of  higher 
education.  Unfortunately,  many  are 
turned  away  for  lack  of  funds,  while 
others  receive  only  about  $400  each  so 
the  church  can  spread  as  much  aid 
around  as  possible.  The  little  they  get 
may  only  buy  books  and  supplies  for 
the  year,  but  even  that  is  a  big  help. 

The  scholarship  program  was  started 
in  1972  to  increase  the  limited  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  disadvantaged  United  Methodist, 
racial-ethnic  minority  students  to  attend 
four-year  colleges.  Two  decades  later, 
many  find  that  paying  for  college  has 
become  even  more  daunting,  with 
skyrocketing  costs  and  scarce  family 
resources.  Indeed,  many  recipients  have 
unemployed  parents  or  siblings  also 
hoping  to  attend  college. 

The  students  who  do  receive  aid 
must  be  active  in  their  local  churches. 
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Nalonda  Hayes,  right,  learns  about  her  future  profession  from  neighborhood 
pharmacist  Terry  Klepzig. 

Eager  to  Serve  A  Small  Town ’s 
Needs 

by  Carlton  Elliot  Smith 

Being  of  service  to  others  is  nothing  new  to  Charleye-Dwontz’  Nalonda  Hayes, 
1 9,  of  Holly  Springs,  Miss.  When  she  earns  a  degree  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi  School  of  Pharmacy,  she  wants  to  work  in  that  field  and  then  pursue 
her  ultimate  goal  of  helping  children  as  a  pediatrician. 

“I'm  going  to  take  time  with  each  individual  and  give  them  the  help  they 
need,”  said  the  thoughtful  co-ed,  who  wants  to  work  in  the  South  “because  of  the 
great  need  for  rural  doctors  here.” 

Nalonda  has  contributed  throughout  her  life  to  the  ministry  of  Asbury  Church. 
Holly  Springs,  serving  as  secretary  of  the  youth  fellowship,  helping  her  mother 
with  Vacation  Bible  School  and  playing  piano  for  Sunday  services. 

Accuracy  is  probably  the  greatest  strength  she  will  bring  to  the  medical  field, 
said  Nalonda.  “I’m  very  organized  and  I  like  to  get  things  exactly  right.” 

Her  mother,  a  former  Crusade  Scholar  who  teaches  at  United  Methodist- 
related  Rust  College,  is  thankful  for  her  daughter's  Ethnic  Minority  Scholarship.  It 
has  allowed  them  to  bear  the  high  costs  of  college  without  drawing  heavily  on 
loans. 

Nalonda  has  seen  the  hospital  in  her  small  town  almost  close  because  of  a 


But  Dreams 
Plentiful 


They  must  demonstrate  financial  need, 
academic  ability  and  a  desire  to  serve 
the  needs  of  their  communities  within 
their  desired  professions. 

Multi-talented  Maria  Lucero, 
Espanola,  N.M.,  paints,  plays  the  flute, 
teaches  Sunday  school  and  preaches 
children’s  sermons  at  her  small  home 
church.  Alcalde  (N.M.)  United 
Methodist  Church. 

But  her  first  love  is  medicine.  A 
third-year  student  at  New  Mexico  State 
University,  Las  Cruces,  she  sees  her 
family’s  physician  as  a  role  model,  and 
wants  to  be  a  pediatrician  and  Christian 
role  model  herself  someday. 

“I  enjoy 
taking  care  of 
others  and 
helping  them 
through  times 
of  sickness  or 
need,”  said 
Maria,  who  is 
both  Hispanic 
and  Native 
American.  “I 
want  to  work 
with  children 
and  alleviate 
some  of  the  pain  in  my  community.  But 
I  will  pursue  whatever  God  calls  me  to 
do.  My  life  is  in  his  hands.” 

There  are  countless  dreams  out  there 
among  students  who  lack  the  resources 
but  not  the  desire  to  make  a  difference. 
And  there  are  just  as  many  school-chil¬ 
dren,  clinic  patients  and  others  whose 
hope  and  health  may  depend  on  them 
and  on  our  willingness  to  help  make 
their  dreams  come  true. 


Maria  Lucero 


Ethnic  Minority  Scholarship  recipient  Eun  Kim  discusses  campus  life  with  fellow 
students  at  the  University  of  Maryland. 


Life  Is  Precious;  Student  Enjoys 
So  Is  Learning  Other  Cultures 


Eun  Hee  Kim,  Annie  to  her  friends, 
and  her  brother  are  the  first  in  their 
family  to  attend  college. 

“Our  education  is  very  important  to 
my  parents,”  said  the  Rockville,  Md., 
teenager,  who  attends  the  University  Of 
Maryland,  College  Park.  "But  it’s  a 
burden  with  both  of  us  in  college.  That’s 
why  I'm  at  a  state  school  and  working 
part-time.  I’m  trying  to  pay  for  as  much 
as  I  can  to  lighten  the  strain  on  them." 

Even  with  financial  aid,  including  an 
Ethnic  Minority  Scholarship.  Annie  has 
to  pay  $2,000  a  semester,  a  fourth  of  the 
total  cost.  But  for  this  international 
marketing  major,  it’s  worth  it. 

“I'm  learning  a  lot,"  she  beamed. 
“Studying  in  college  is  more  intense  than 
in  high  school,  and  your  thinking  has  to 
be  more  conceptual.  I  don't  just  want  to 
get  A’s;  I  want  to  know  a  lot  of  things.” 

Annie  is  close  to  her  parents,  who  run 
a  small  grocery  in  Washington,  D.C. 
Though  she  came  here  from  Korea  when 
she  was  2,  she  tries  to  remain  close  to 
her  native  culture  as  well,  learning  the 
language,  customs  and  history,  and 
trying  to  converse  in  Korean  at  home. 

"A  lot  of  (Korean-American)  kids  1 
know  can't  communicate  well  with  their 
parents  because  of  the  language  and  the 
cultural  generation  gap,"  she  said.  "Even 
my  parents  are  supportive  of  me  but  old- 
fashioned.  It's  really  tough  for  them  to 
understand  that  I  want  to  travel  and  do 
things  independendy,  and  that  being  a 
girl  shouldn't  hold  me  back." 

Although  she's  active  in  the  Sunday 
school,  youth  group  and  choir  in  her 
small,  50-member  church.  Annie’s  faith 
collided  with  harsh  reality  when  a  close 
friend  died  suddenly  from  illness  during 
her  last  year  of  high  school. 

“It  gave  me  a  jarring  realization  of 
my  own  mortality  and  how  precious  life 
is,”  she  recalled.  “It  also  made  me  think 
about  what  kind  of  person  1  am  and  what 
kind  of  fife  I  should  lead.  I  know  now 
that  I  want  to  help  others  and  do  all  I  can 
to  make  my  life  meaningful.” 


“Living  overseas  for  12  of  my  18 
years  has  had  the  greatest  influence  on 
me,”  said  Lawrence  Lesher,  20,  a 
student  at  United  Methodist-related 
Florida  Southern  College,  Lakeland. 

Growing  up  in  the  Philippines  and 
Germany  in  a 
military  family, 
he  saw  friends 
come  and  go. 

"My  faith  has 
helped  me 
through  many 
transitions  in 
life,"  said  the 
political 
science  and 
international 
business  major.  Lawrence  Lesher 
He  wants  to 

work  in  Europe  someday  for  a  U.S. 
firm,  the  government  or  the  United 
Nations. 

Living  abroad,  Lawrence  tried  to 
“incorporate  the  best  of  both  worlds  into 
my  life,"  while  understanding  the  worst. 
He  recalls  the  vibrant  cultural  tapestry 
of  his  mother's  native  country,  but  also 
"the  squalor  that  most  Filipinos  live  in." 
He  admires  the  social  and  technological 
progress  of  Germany,  but  detests  the 
historic  chauvinism  and  bigotry  that 
continue  to  fester  there. 

Indeed,  that  abhorrence  fuels  his 
anger  over  a  mandate  passed  recently  by 
a  county  school  board  near  his  college 
to  teach  U.S.  superiority  over  other 
cultures. 

“No  one  culture  is  superior  to 
another."  he  asserted.  "That  thinking  just 
fulfills  the  global  stereotype  of 
American  arrogance.” 

Lawrence  feels  he  has  the  back¬ 
ground  and  desire  to  counter  that  stereo¬ 
type  and  to  reflect  the  same  spirit  of 
global  harmony  that  gives  meaning  to 
World  Communion  Sunday.  He's 
thankful  that  an  Ethnic  Minority 
Scholarship  is  helping  him  prepare  for 
that  opportunity. 


Grants  Foster 
Church  Careers 

Ethnic  Minority  In- 
Service  Training 

The  Ethnic  Minority  In-Service 
Training  program  was  established  in 
1972  to  remedy  the  lack  of  racial-ethnic 
minority  persons  in  full-time,  church- 
related  vocations.  Since  then,  hundreds 
of  such  persons,  lay  and  clergy,  have 
been  encouraged  to  pursue  careers  as 
Christian  educators,  church  musicians, 
program  administrators,  youth  coun¬ 
selors,  religious  journalists,  hospital  and 
prison  chaplains,  and  church-based 
psycholgists  and  social  workers. 

Some  have  fulfilled  a  calling  to 


become  diaconal  ministers.  Many  are  in 
their  second  careers.  All  have  received 
grants  to  take  required  courses  while 
working  in  their  selected  vocations. 

As  the  church’s  mission  develops  in 
response  to  a  changing  society,  the  need 
for  more  church  professionals  in  various 
fields  becomes  critical.  Our  denomina¬ 
tion  especially  needs  more  racial-ethnic 
minority  professionals  to  influence  its 
ministry  and  to  extend  that  ministry  into 
the  schools,  workplaces  and  institutions 
of  their  communities. 

Thus,  continued  support  for  the 
Ethnic  Minority  In-Service  Training 
program,  through  the  World 
Communion  Sunday  offering,  is  crucial 
to  making  ministry  more  vital,  more 
effective  in  areas  where  perhaps  it  is 
needed  most. 


Douglas  Kirk,  right,  watches  Willie  Arnold,  a  blind  customer  service  representa¬ 
tive  at  a  Nashville -area  Pizza  Hut.  take  and  enter  phone  orders  into  a  computer 
equipped  with  a  voice  synthesizer.  Kirk,  who  is  preparing  for  the  diaconal 
ministry  with  the  help  of  the  Ethnic  Minority  In-Service  Training  program,  is 
Arnold’s  vocational  rehabilitation  counselor. 

“ I’ve  had  lots  of  counselors  who  didn  t  seem  to  really  care,  ’  said  Arnold. 
"But  Kirk  is  good.  He  tries  to  get  things  done  when  you  ask  and  stays  in  touch.” 


Ministry  Offers 
Glimpse  of 
Grace 

As  a  vocational  rehabilitation  coun¬ 
selor  for  sight-impaired  persons  in 
Nashville,  Douglas  Kirk  has  a  caseload 
of  70  clients,  including: 

•  a  former  owner/manager  of  a  dry 
cleaning  business  who  contracted 
AIDS,  devastating  his  family  and 
rendering  him  jobless  and  blind 
from  the  spreading  virus; 

•  a  former  court  reporter  whose 
cataracts  forced  her  to  resign;  and 

•  an  ex-cocaine  addict  with  limited 
vision,  trying  to  become  a  drug 
abuse  counselor  to  help  others 
struggling  with  the  problems  he  has 
faced. 

'‘At  times  I  feel  helpless  because 
they’re  so  angry,  hurt,  guilty,  lonely 
and  depressed,"  said  Kirk.  “I  ask  God, 
'How  can  I  give  them  hope?'” 

The  answer  that  strengthens  him  is 
the  one  he  shares  with  them.  It  is  from 
a  favorite  Scripture,  where  Jesus  heals 
a  blind  man,  but  first  teaches  his  disci¬ 
ples  an  important  lesson: 

Jesus  answered,  “ Neither  this  man 
nor  his  parents  sinned;  he  was  bom 
blind  so  that  God’s  works  might  be 


revealed  in  him.  We  must  work  the 
works  of  him  who  sent  me  while  it  is 
day;  night  is  coming  when  no  one 
can  work  As  long  as  I  am  in  the 
world,  I  am  the  light  of  the  world.” 
John  9:3-5,  NRSV 

“I  feel  called  by  God  to  serve 
persons  who  have  physical  and 
emotional  disabilities,”  said  Kirk,  who 
hopes  to  extend  that  calling  into  conse¬ 
cration  as  a  diaconal  minister  of  social 
services  next  year.  An  Ethnic  Minority 
In-Service  Training  grant  helps  pay  for 
his  courses  in  theology,  mission  and 
church  history  and  doctrine. 

With  a  degree  in  guidance  coun¬ 
seling,  he  has  worked  in  vocational 
rehabilitation  for  25  years  and  with 
blind  and  visually  impaired  persons  for 
three  years. 

Kirk  identifies  the  talents,  skills  and 
needs  of  clients,  makes  referrals  and 
diligently  visits  them  to  discuss  their 
progress.  Moreover,  he  often  advocates 
for  better  access  in  restaurants,  eleva¬ 
tors  and  other  public  places,  and  works 
to  obtain  counseling,  resources, 
training  and  special  equipment  for 
clients  like  Willie  Arnold. 

Kirk  also  has  engaged  his  local 
church  shepherding  group  in  ministry 
with  a  support  group  for  sight-impaired 
persons.  For  him,  it’s  all  a  part  of 
“working  the  works"  that  reveal  God’s 
grace  in  the  midst  of  suffering. 


The  Rev.  Lillian  Clavelle,  right,  a  supervisor-in-training  at  New  York  University 
Hospital,  discusses  assignments  with  a  colleague,  Rabbi  Mychal  Springer.  “I've  had 
some  wonderful  experiences  working  with  chaplains  and  patients  of  other  faiths," 
said  Ms.  Clavelle,  who  receives  aid  from  the  Ethnic  Minority  In-Service  Training 
program.  “It  has  taught  me  to  accept  people  where  they  are  and  given  me  a  clearer 
identity  of  who  I  am.” 


Chaplain 
Learning  to 
Supervise  Peers 

The  Rev.  Lillian  Clavelle  took  a 
basic  course  in  clinical  pastoral  care  in 
1990  merely  to  fulfill  a  seminary 
requirement.  But  it  became  a  virtual 
catharsis  that  forced  her  to  confront 
painful  personal  issues.  Clearly,  the 
chaplaincy  was  not  for  her. 

“It  was  intense,  like  nothing  I’d  ever 
experienced,”  she  recalled.  But  some¬ 
thing  about  it  intrigued  her  and  later 
prompted  her  to  take  a  year  of  advanced 
courses  in  the  field. 

Now,  after  two  years  as  a  chaplain 
intern  at  hospitals  in  Atlanta  and  Dallas, 
and  one  year  as  pastor  of  a  two-point 
charge  in  Parsons,  Kan.,  she  is  training 
to  be  a  chaplain  supervisor  at  hospitals 
in  New  York  City.  That  training  involves 
case  studies,  behavioral  analyses,  exten¬ 
sive  reading,  examinations  and  working 
with  patients,  staff  and  other  chaplains 
in  various  care  units,  from  neo-natal  to 
cancer  to  AIDS. 


“I  enjoy  working  in  a  local  church, 
but  doing  pastoral  care  in  a  hospital  is 
such  a  wonderful  challenge,"  said  the 
former  teacher  from  Chicago,  who  has 
two  grown  children  and  a  6-year-old 
son.  It’s  a  challenge  she  often  urges 
Black  seminary  students  to  explore  by 
at  least  taking  the  basic  clinical  course 
as  she  did. 

“African  Americans  are  so  under¬ 
represented  in  this  field,  especially  as 
supervisors,”  said  Ms.  Clavelle,  who 
knows  of  only  five  Black  women  certi¬ 
fied  as  hospital  chaplain  supervisors  in 
the  nation.  “I  wouldn't  be  able  to  pursue 
this  training  myself  without  the  aid  I’m 
getting  from  the  Ethnic  Minority  In- 
Service  Training  program.” 

Ms.  Clavelle  counsels  and  assists  a 
diverse  community  of  doctors,  nurses, 
administrators,  and  other  chaplains,  as 
well  as  the  visiting  families  and  pastors 
of  patients.  She  knows  her  job  is  a 
crucial  link  in  the  caregiving  process. 

“I’m  a  pastor  not  just  to  patients,  but 
to  everyone  in  the  hospital  environ¬ 
ment,”  she  said,  “and  as  a  trained  super¬ 
visor,  I'll  be  able  to  help  other  chaplains 
see  that  role  more  clearly,  too.” 


Editor’s  Note: 

This  tabloid  interprets  World  Communion  Sunday  and  the  special  offering  that 
supports  scholarships  and  training  for  racial-ethnic  students  in  the  U.S.  and  devel¬ 
oping  countries. 

Half  of  the  offering  funds  Crusade  Scholarships  for  graduate  study  and  35 
percent  funds  Ethnic  Minority  Scholarships  for  undergraduates.  The  remaining  15 
percent  provides  Ethnic  Minority  In-Service  Training  grants  to  help  persons 
explore  certification  or  consecration  in  church-related  professions  through  semi¬ 
nary  study  and  practical  training. 

The  costs  of  higher  education  and  requests  for  aid  increase  each  year,  but 
declining  funds  have  forced  the  church  to  reduce  scholarships  to  minimal  amounts 
and  turn  away  numerous  applicants.  Your  congregation’s  support  on  World 
Communion  Sunday  is  crucial  to  the  aspirations  of  many  deserving  students  and 
to  the  development  of  leadership  for  our  denomination. 

For  information  on  Crusade  Scholarships,  contact  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1470,  New  York,  NY  10115:  telephone 
(212)  870-3660.  For  information  on  the  other  two  programs,  contact  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0871;  telephone 
(615)  340-7344  for  Ethnic  Minority  Scholarships  or  (615)  340-7375  for  Ethnic 
Minority  In-Service  Training. 

Reprints  of  this  tabloid  and  other  interpretive  materials  may  be  ordered  from 
United  Methodist  Communications  (UMCom)  P.  O.  Box  320,  Nashville,  TN 
37202-0320;  telephone  (615)  742-5 1 10. 

We  welcome  your  comments  and  questions  about  this  publication  and  the 
general  promotion  of  Special  Sundays.  Please  contact  John  W.  Coleman  Jr., 
UMCom.  Special  Sundays  Promotion  Department,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room 
1901,  New  York.  NY  101 15;  telephone  (2 12)  663-8900;  fax  (212)  663-2746. 
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MEDICAL  TEAMS  TO  AFRICA:  The 

first  wave  of  United  Methodist  medical  teams 
going  to  help  Rwandan  refugees  will  arrive  in 
Coma,  Zaire,  at  month’s  end  under  auspices  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  As  of 
Aug.  19,  al  least  40  people  were  set  to  go.  John 
L.  McCullough,  chief  executive  for  mission 
personnel;  Tom  Robinson,  mission  educator, 
and  Adewale  Troutman,  a  physician  from  St. 
Mark  UMC,  Mount  Clair,  N.J.,  were  slated  to 
fly  to  Kenya  this  week  to  coordinate  work 
sites.  Still  needed:  Social  workers  and  clergy. 
Call  (212)  870-3662. 

SHARING  'SIGNS  OF  HOPE':  The 

1995  World  Women’s  Conference  in  Beijing 
may  be  “a  sign  of  hope”  for  women  just  begin¬ 
ning  to  find  doors  open,  says  Edith  M.  Loane 
of  Dublin,  Ireland,  president.  World  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Methodist  Women.  During  a  recent 
meeting  in  Dublin,  Mrs.  Loane  said  her  group 
expressed  "the  conviction  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  working  through  God's  people  in  the  work 
and  weaving  together  the  joy  and  pain  of 
women  in  70  countries." 


CANDLELIGHT  PROTEST:  United 

Methodists,  including  a  retired  bishop,  joined 
recent  candlelight  vigils  in  Arkansas  to  protest 
the  death  penalty  and  the  execution  of  three 
men  convicted  of  murder.  Among  United  Meth¬ 
odists  carrying  signs  and  candles  during  inter- 
faith  demonstrations  at  a  prison  and  at  the 
governor's  mansion  were  retired  Bishop  Ken¬ 
neth  Hicks  of  Little  Rock;  Freddie  Nixon,  a 
laywoman  and  vice  chairperson  of  the  Arkan¬ 
sas  Interfaith  Alliance,  and  the  Rev.  John 
Workman,  a  retired  clergyman  and  former  reli¬ 
gion  editor  of  the  Arkansas  Gazette. 


SOUTH  AFRICA  REINVESTMENT: 

United  Methodists  who  once  protested  U.S. 
bank  loans  to  South  Africa  are  cooperating  with 
some  of  these  same  banks  to  promote  communi¬ 
ty  development  there.  A  delegation  of  South  Af¬ 
rican  community  and  bank  leaders  traveled  to 
New  York,  Chicago  and  Washington  last 
month.  Among  institutions  visited  was  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Pension 
and  Health  Benefits  in  Evanston,  Ill.  Visitors 
also  met  with  members  of  the  South  Africa 
Community  Reinvestment  Project,  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Women's  Division. 


HAMBURG,  Germany — Participants  in  the 
recent  World  Methodist  Council  Interna¬ 
tional  Youth  Conference  tour  Hamburg 
harbor.  united  methodist  news  service  photo 


UMC  team  in  Africa:  Horror  and  hope 


By  |OHN  COLEMAN 

NAIROBI,  Kenya — What  a 
group  of  U.S.  and  African  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  church  leaders  wit¬ 
nessed  recently  in  a  five-day, 
fact-finding  tour  of  African  refu¬ 
gee  camps  horrified  them  beyond 
anything  they  had  imagined. 

Their  experiences  also  fueled 
their  commitment  to  push  for  a 
full-scale  response  to  the  unprec¬ 
edented  crisis  of  suffering  and 
death  among  millions  fleeing  or 
displaced  by  internecine  conflicts 
in  Rwanda  and  Burundi. 

The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  sent  Bishop  Felton  E. 
May,  a  board  director,  and  five 
staff  members  and  associates  on  a 
visit  to  refugee  camps,  churches 
and  relief  sites  in  Burundi  and 
Zaire. 

The  team,  coordinated  by  the 
Rev.  Julius  Jefferson,  Central  Af¬ 
rica  area  secretary  for  the  World 
Program  Division,  included  Mrs. 
Phyllis  May;  the  Rev.  Kenneth 
Lutgen,  head  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief;  and 
Deborah  Bass,  assistant  general 
secretary  of  the  mission  board’s 
National  Program  Division. 

The  group  visited  briefly  with 
Zairean  Bishops  Kimba  Ngoy 
Wakadilo  (North  Shaba,  Zaire 
Area)  and  Kainda  Katembo 
(Southern  Zaire  Area)  in  Lubum- 
bashi  to  discuss  its  mission.  Then 
the  team  met  with  Bishops  J.  Al¬ 
fred  Ndoricimpa  (Burundi  Area) 
and  Fama  Onema  (Central  Zaire 
Area)  along  with  several  of  their 
staff  and  local  church  leaders. 

Launch  Bishops'  Appeal 

The  tour  coincided  with  the 
launch  of  a  10-year,  $50  million 
Bishops’  Appeal  and  campaign  to 
increase  support  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  and  mission  work 
throughout  Africa.  Bishop  May  es¬ 
timates  that  at  least  $1  million  is 
needed  within  the  next  90  days  to 
anchor  this  initial  effort. 

The  campaign  begins  with  an 
urgent  call  for  contributions  and 


short-term  medical  volunteers  to 
help  stem  the  tide  of  death  and 
despair  overwhelming  refugees 
and  relief  personnel  in  central- 
east  Africa. 

Team  members  went  to  assess 
specific  relief  needs,  problems 
and  opportunities  to  ensure  an 
effective,  coordinated  delivery  of 
aid.  In  visits  to  four  locations, 
they  found: 

■  Hundreds  of  fearful,  mal¬ 
nourished  Burundian  Tutsi  chil¬ 
dren  and  adults  hiding  in  a  camp 
in  the  mountains,  guarded  by 
Tutsi  soldiers. 

These  are  among  thousands 
who  have  abandoned  their 
homes  and  farms  fearing  attacks 
in  the  ongoing  hostilities  between 
the  two  tribes. 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa,  a  member 
of  the  rival  Hutu  tribe,  took  the 
U.S.  delegation  to  the  camp  after 
preaching  at  nearby  St.  Peter’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Gi- 
tega. 

■  Throngs  of  refugees  in 
Zaire — impossible  to  number — 
living  in  crowded  open  fields, 
trodding  the  teeming  streets  and 
roads  of  Goma  and  Bukavu, 
which  border  Rwanda,  and 
Uvira,  which  borders  Burundi. 

They  trek  daily  to  find  scarce 
water,  food  and  medicine,  hack¬ 
ing  limbs  and  branches  from  the 
few  trees  that  remain  to  build 
flimsy  huts  and  small  fires  for 
shelter  and  warmth. 

■  Women  bearing  heavy  sacks 
of  food,  jugs  of  water  or  tree 
branches  and  thickets  on  their 
heads,  usually  with  babies 
strapped  to  their  backs. 

Many  children  carry  similar 
loads,  trudging  bent  over  with 
soiled  straps  around  their  fore¬ 
heads  to  secure  their  burdens  to 
their  backs.  Thousands  have  lost 
their  parents  to  war,  famine  and 
disease.  Many  beg  for  money  or 
food.  Many  others  try  to  attach 
themselves  to  new  families. 

While  mass  graves  have  been 
covered  and  spread  with  lime, 
wrapped  corpses  are  still  strewn 


An  orphaned 
Tutsi  child  gets 
a  lift  from 
Bishop  Felton 
May  at  a  shelter 
in  Burundi.  The 
exact  location 
of  the  children's 
camp  is  kept 
secret  to  protect 
them  from 
possible  Hutu 
reprisals. 
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BUKAVU,  Zaire— United  Methodist  Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (left)  and  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Lutgen 
stand  in  the  midst  of  Rwandan  orphans  at  a  refugee  camp.  Bishop  May,  episccjpal  leader  of  the 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Area,  and  Mr.  Lutgen,  chief  executive  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  were  part  of  a  team  that  visited  refugee  sites  in  Central  Africa  to  determine  how  the 
church  should  respond  to  the  refugee  crisis. 


along  the  roadside  near  Goma 
waiting  for  burial.  The  daily 
death  toll  from  cholera  has 
dropped  thanks  to  medicines  and 
purification  of  water  in  some  ar¬ 
eas.  But  dozens  still  are  buried 
each  day. 

'Far  worse' 

“Conditions  here  are  far  worse 
than  I  ever  imagined,”  said  Bish¬ 
op  May,  who  heads  the  church’s 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Area. 

“Central  Africa  is  in  the  red: 
Financial  red  ink  that  stifles  eco¬ 
nomic  growth  and  liberation  and 
red  blood  spilled  in  the  loss  of  so 
many  sacred  human  lives  stifling 
the  pursuit  of  peace. 

“We  call  upon  the  church  to 
multiply  its  efforts  to  help  rescue  a 
people  who  courageously  struggle 


to  survive,”  he  continued,  speak¬ 
ing  on  behalf  of  the  U.S.  team. 

“In  spite  of  our  stewardship, 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
must  confess  its  sin  of  neglect 
and  disinterest  in  not  challenging 
the  systemic  evils  that  have 
brought  this  human  crisis  to  our 
attention.” 

The  team  also  observed  relief 
operations  and  talked  with  vol¬ 
unteers.  Many  are  residents  of 
Zaire  or  refugees  from  Rwanda 
and  Burundi;  others  represent  in¬ 
ternational,  religious  and  secular 
relief  organizations.  Most  are  ac¬ 
tive  in  Goma,  the  center  of  me¬ 
dia  attention. 

“I’ve  visited  refugee  sites  all 
over  the  world — in  Bosnia,  Af¬ 
ghanistan,  Swaziland,  said  UM- 
COR’s  Dr.  Lutgen,  “but  never 


have  I  seen  anything  like  this.  So 
many  people,  so  much  suffering — 
we  literally  stood  in  tne  miost  ot 
death.” 

“Despite  what  we’ve  seen,  our 
people  must  still  have  hope,” 
said  Bishop  Fama  Onema  (Cen¬ 
tral  Zaire  Area).  He  was  visibly 
shaken  by  the  sight  of  children 
suffering  and  dying  from  cholera, 
dysentery  and  meningitis  at  an 
orphanage  and  clinic  in  Goma. 

“The  smiles  of  the  children 
give  me  hope.  Please  let  the 
church  know — let  everyone 
know — that  we  must  do  some¬ 
thing  to  save  these  children.” 

John  Coleman  is  a  staff  member 
in  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions'  Program  and  Benevolence 
Interpretation  division. 


Here's  how  you  can  help  refugees 


The  international  United 
Methodist  team  which  recently 
visited  Africa  recommends  that 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries: 

■  Help  both  the  Uvira  hospital 
and  church  expand  their  facili¬ 
ties; 

■  Increase  distribution  of 
medicines,  blankets  and  clothes 
from  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  response  to  criti¬ 
cal  needs; 

■  Work  with  church  leaders  to 
obtain  housing,  transportation, 
equipment  and  other  basic  needs 


for  recruited  medical  volunteers 
who  will  be  asked  to  serve  for  up 
to  a  month  in  Uvira,  Goma,  Bu¬ 
kavu,  Zaire,  and  in  camps  in  Bu¬ 
rundi; 

■  Hire  and  support  indigenous 
people  as  doctors,  nurses,  trans¬ 
lators  and  as  architects  and  con¬ 
tractors  to  build  needed  housing; 

■  Deploy  staff  and  directors 
from  various  board  divisions  and 
departments  to  help  indigenous 
church  leaders  establish 
churches,  schools  and  homes  for 
orphaned  and  unaccompanied 
children;  and 


■  Work  with  African  church 
leaders  to  prepare  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  teams  throughout  the 
continent  for  future  crises. 

The  most  crucial  need  identi¬ 
fied  by  the  fact-finding  team  is 
for  trained  counselors  to  help 
proponents  of  reconciliation  in 
Rwanda  and  Burundi  forge  for¬ 
giveness  and  peace  between  his¬ 
toric  enemies. 

Gifts  to  support  the  United 
Methodist  Bishops'  Appeal  for 
Africa  can  be  sent  through  con¬ 
gregations  to  Advance  No. 
101275-4. 


Faith,  love  transforming  Mozambique  after  16-year  war 


PHOTO  BY  DARLENE  SLACK 

TELES,  Mozambique — Betty  jackson,  a  United  Methodist  from  Cali¬ 
fornia,  makes  friends  with  Maria,  a  Mozambican  orphan,  at  the 
Teles  Children  of  War  project.  The  project  is  sponsored  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  of  the  Mozambique  Annual  Conference  (see 
related  story  at  right). 


"When  I  see  people  come  back  home  from  other 
countries — even  with  nothing — /  see  hope  is  there." 
-^Bishop  Joao  Somane  Machado  of  Mozambique 


By  DARLENE  SLACK 

We  traveled  across  Mozambique 
on  National  Road  No.l,  a  route  ci¬ 
vilians  avoided  during  the  16-year 
civil  war. 

Knowing  that  our  country  helped 
fuel  the  war,  knowing  the  suffering 
it  still  causes  and  knowing  how,  de¬ 
spite  everything,  Mozambicans 
share  the  transforming  power  of 
faith  and  love,  made  our  journey 
even  more  humbling. 

Deeply  carved  ruts — once  war¬ 
time  strategies  to  impede  moving 
targets — still  force  snail-paced 
weaving  from  side  to  side.  Thus 
close-up  viewing  of  war’s  ravages 
remains  possible  for  visitors. 

Abandoned  military  tanks,  shell- 
smashed  homes,  burned  cars  and 
buses  stand  like  gruesome  sculp¬ 
tures  in  lush  terrain. 

War-ravaged  economy 

Now,  two  years  since  warring  fac¬ 
tions  signed  a  peace  accord,  people 
travel  without  fear  of  soldiers'  guns. 

But  a  war-ravaged  economy 
prompts  theft  and  murder  of  driv¬ 
ers  transporting  goods.  Those  trav¬ 
eling  on  foot  cross  fields  with  more 
that  1  million  scattered  land  mines 
that  continue  to  assault  innocent 
limbs  and  lives. 

Handicap  International,  a  French 
relief  organization,  reports  at  least 
20,000  amputees  in  Mozambique. 
In  Chicuque,  we  saw  a  girl  hobbling 
with  crutches  on  one  thin  leg  while 


a  stump  dangled  uselessly  above 
ground. 

Less  visible  wounds  of  war  hide 
beneath  the  dirt-smudged  smiles  of 
street  orphans  begging,  the  steady 
hands  of  adults  picking  through  gar¬ 
bage  and  the  patient  silence  of 
women  waiting  in  long  lines  with 
sick  babies.  One  in  10  children  die 
of  malaria;  the  average  life  expec¬ 
tancy  for  adults  is  age  45. 

Approximately  4  million  Mozam¬ 
bicans  were  displaced  by  the  war; 
another  1  million  were  killed.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  who  sought  ref¬ 
uge  in  neighboring  countries  are 
returning  to  destroyed  farms  and 
homes,  scarce  jobs  and  food. 

In  the  midst  of  such  suffering,  one 
would  expect  to  find  despair;  yet, 
more  often  one  finds  determination. 

'I  see  hope  is  there' 

“When  I  see  people  come  back 
home  from  other  countries — even 
with  nothing — I  see  hope  is  there,” 
said  United  Methodist  Bishop  Joao 
Somane  Machado  (Mozambique 
Area). 

As  participants  in  a  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  travel 
seminar,  we  had  come  to  learn 
about  the  work  of  African  churches. 


When  we  visited  various  mission 
sites — always  welcomed  joyfully  with 
songs  and  often  sprinkled  with  flow¬ 
ers — we  observed  Mozambicans  ris¬ 
ing  from  destruction  with  courage  and 
creativity  to  heal  the  land  they  love. 

“This  is  the  challenge  of  the 
church.  We  need  to  rebuild  our  peo¬ 
ple  and  our  country,”  Bishop  Ma¬ 
chado  said.  “We  need  your  spiritual 
support  and  prayers.” 

Mozambicans  also  need  financial 
and  material  support  to  reconstruct 
mission  buildings  and  programs  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  war  and  to  continue 
the  many  remarkable  programs  their 
United  Methodist  churches  offer. 

Those  programs  include  the  Teles 
Children  of  War  program,  started  by 
United  Methodist  Women  to  care  for 
war  orphans  and  match  them  with 
families.  The  Women’s  Training 
Center  in  Maputo  empowers  impov¬ 
erished  women  through  professional 
and  spiritual  development. 

CEMUDRI,  a  rural  extension 
project,  trains  displaced  farmers  in 
skills  such  as  carpentry  and  agricul¬ 
ture.  Ricalta  Union  Theological 
Seminary  and  Chicuque  Rural  Hos¬ 
pital  educate  pastors  and  nurses  to 
help  fill  desperate  shortages. 


Churches  lack  buildings 

Congregations  often  form  before 
they  have  pastors  or  buildings.  Eco¬ 
nomic  hardships  stretch  resources 
thin  so  that  new  church  construc¬ 
tion  takes  years. 

“The  church  is  really  alive  with 
hungry  members,”  said  Maria  Hum- 
bane,  a  Christian  educator.  “After  liv¬ 
ing  under  a  government  that  did  not 
encourage  religious  practice,  people 
are  pouring  back  into  the  churches.” 

People  also  appreciate  how  the 
church  has  met  them  in  the  midst  of 
overwhelming  needs,  providing 
food,  clothing,  shelter,  schools  and 
transportation  so  pastors  can  reach 
them,  said  William  Humbane,  exec¬ 
utive  secretary  of  Africa  Church 
Growth  and  Development.  “The 
people  noticed  that.  They  realize 
the  church  is  the  place  to  be.” 

As  Mozambicans  approach  na¬ 
tional  elections,  slated  for  October, 
Mr.  Humbane  said  they  pray  that 
peace  will  continue. 

“We  hope  the  situation  in  Angola 
will  not  be  repeated,  where  the  rebel 
leader  did  not  accept  defeat  and  they 
returned  to  fighting,"  he  said.  “We 
do  have  hope  with  the  developments 
in  South  Africa  and  the  coming  into 
power  of  Nelson  Mandela.  He  came 
with  the  spirit  of  reconciliation.” 

Ms.  Slack,  a  freelance  writer  in 
Ohio,  taught  the  Africa  study  at  the 
recent  School  of  Christian  Mission 
in  the  United  Methodist  West  Ohio 
Annual  Conference. 
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Faith 

-connections 

OVERSEAS  PERSONNEL:  The  Rev  Es- 

dras  E.  Rodriguez-Diaz,  an  executive  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Religion  and  Race  in  Washington,  D.C., 
has  been  named  director  of  overseas  personnel 
for  Church  World  Service  and  Witness  of  the 
National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
the  U.S.A.  In  that  post,  effective  Sept.  1,  Mr. 
Rodriguez-Diaz  will  administer  the  council’s 
deployment  of  personnel  outside  the  United 
States. 

PROFESSIONAL  LEADERSHIP:  Dan 

Robert  Dick  of  Wantage,  N.J.,  joins  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  on  Sept.  1  as  director  of 
professional  leadership  and  stewardship  minis¬ 
tries.  As  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Lead¬ 
ership  staff  team,  Mr.  Dick  will  oversee 
resources,  training  and  consultation  on  steward¬ 
ship. 


INDOCHINESE  CAUCUS:  The  Rev. 

John  C.  Kounthapanya,  pastor  of  Lao  Ministries 
and  associate  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Tecumseh,  Neb.,  was  elected  president 
of  the  Indochinese  National  Caucus  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  at  a  mid-summer  confer¬ 
ence  in  Orange,  Calif. 

PANAMA  BISHOP:  The  Rev.  Pedro 

Arauz  recently  was  elected  bishop  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Methodist  Church  of  Panama,  succeed¬ 
ing  Bishop  Secundino  Morales,  who  had  served 
since  1979.  Pastor  of  Bongo  Church  in  Chiriqui, 
Mr.  Arauz  will  be  consecrated  Sept.  25. 

CAL-NEVADA  MOVING:  Office  of 

the  California-Nevada  Annual  Conference  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  move  from  San  Francisco  to  West  Sac¬ 
ramento  in  September.  The  office  of  Bishop 
Melvin  G.  Talbert  is  moving  to  1276  Halyard 
Road  in  Sacramento.  The  current  office  space  at 
Glide  Memorial  UMC  in  downtown  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  “is  a  bit  cramped.”  A  dedication  service  is 
set  for  Nov.  13. 

EARTHQUAKE  DAMAGE:  The  Cali¬ 
fornia-Pacific  Annual  Conference  is  offering  free 
architectural  assessments  for  earthquake  dam¬ 
aged  homes.  The  Residential  Assessment  Pro¬ 
gram  is  available  to  any  family  whose  primary 
residence  was  damaged  and  who  may  be  uncer¬ 
tain  about  where  to  begin  repairs. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Faith  at  work 


UM  teen  offers  free  site  for  missions  board 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 


The  site  selection  committee 
for  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
may  have  turned  down  larger 
sites  than  Independence,  Kan., 
but  certainly  none  with  more  en¬ 
terprising  advocates. 

Most  unusual  among  Indepen¬ 
dence’s  advocates  is  an  18-year- 
old  United  Methodist  who  tried 
to  get  the  global  missions  board 
to  accept  a  rent-free,  140,000- 
square-foot  building  being  given 
up  by  a  major  U.S.  oil  company. 

The  young  man,  Cody  Nuss,  has 
attended  Grace  Memorial  UMC 
in  Independence  for  about  a  year. 


PHOTOS  COURTESY  Of  COOY  NUSS  AND  ARCO 

INDEPENDENCE,  Kan. — United  Methodist  Cody  Nuss,  18,  (inset)  thinks  the  abandoned  head¬ 
quarters  of  Atlantic  Richfield  Pipeline  Co.  in  this  picturesque  southeast  Kansas  town  would  be  a 
perfect  site  for  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  ARCO  has  offered  the  site  free  to  any 
non-profit  organization  that  can  use  it. 

Site  finalists  not  high  on  mag's  list 


If  Money  magazine  were  se¬ 
lecting  the  next  site  of  United 
Methodism's  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries — the  subject 
of  a  current  churchwide  four- 
year  study — the  Raleigh-Dur- 
ham-Chapel  Hill  area  of  North 
Carolina  might  be  the  choice. 

That  area,  known  for  its  Re¬ 
search  Triangle  and  three  major 
universities,  including  United 
Methodist-related  Duke  Universi¬ 
ty,  nabbed  first  place  in  the  maga¬ 
zine’s  recent  annual  listing  of 
“Best  Places  to  Live  in  America." 

Ratings  were  based  on  eco¬ 


nomic,  housing,  education  and 
health  categories. 

Unfortunately  for  Raleigh-Dur- 
ham-Chapel  Hill,  it  doesn’t  meet 
other  criteria  set  by  the  church’s 
site  selection  task  force  including 
proximity  to  a  major  international 
airport  arid  metropolitan  popula¬ 
tion  of  1  million  or  so. 

Using  those  criteria,  the  task 
force  has  chosen  five  cities  from 
its  original  list  of  23  (see  UMR, 
Aug.  19).  In  alphabetical  order 
they  are  Atlanta,  Chicago,  Dal¬ 
las,  Denver  and  Washington. 

How  does  Money  rank  those 


five? 

Denver  12  (ranked  No.  15  a 
year  ago);  Washington  49  (144); 
Dallas  71  (44);  Atlanta  115  (96); 
Chicago  225  (85). 

Money  said  ratings  shift  from 
year  to  year  because  the  maga¬ 
zine  changes  its  assessment  crite¬ 
ria  based  on  a  yearly  survey  of 
readers’  interests. 

The  magazine  said  readers  this 
year  were  most  interested  in  low 
crime,  clean  water  and  air,  good 
health  care,,  strong  government 
and  low  taxes. 

— IOHNA .  LOVELACE 


Seminar  participant 

This  spring  he  was  among 
youths  from  the  Kansas  East  An¬ 
nual  Conference  to  participate  in 
the  annual  United  Nations-Wash- 
ington  seminar.  The  event  is  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  missions  board 
and  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  the  church’s  social-ac¬ 
tion  arm. 

During  the  10-day  seminar 
Cody  learned  that  the  missions 
board  is  slated  to  move  from 
New  York  as  directed  in  1992  by 
the  church’s  top  legislative  body, 
the  General  Conference. 

Cody  told  the  Reporter  in  a 
telephone  interview  last  week  that 
when  he  learned  of  the  impending 
move,  he  thought  immediately  of 
the  empty  Atlantic-Richfield  Pipe¬ 
line  Co.  building  in  Independence, 
a  town  of  more  than  10,000  about 
90  miles  southeast  of  Wichita, 
Kan.,  and  about  1 10  miles  north- 
northeast  ofTulsa,  Okla. 

Cody  knew  a  lot  about  the 
ARCO  facility.  It’s  among  the 
buildings  he  cleans  part-time  to 
eam  money  for  his  tuition  at  In¬ 
dependence  Community  College, 
where  this  fall  he  begins  studies 
to  become  a  social  worker. 

“ARCO  is  threatening  to  tear 
the  building  down,”  Cody  said. 
“1  really  don’t  want  to  see  that; 
they  spent  millions  to  remodel  it. 
It  has  a  fitness  center  and  well- 
kept  grounds.  It’s  in  great  shape. 


Cody’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Francis 
Stockton,  acknowledged  that  his 
young  parishioner  wasn’t  the  first 
person  to  envision  ARCO’s  build¬ 
ing  as  a  site  for  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  global  missions  headquarters. 

Mr.  Stockton  said  that  about  a 
year  ago  his  friend,  the  Rev.  Larry 
Seybold,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Indepen¬ 
dence,  contacted  the  site  selection 
committee  about  Independence. 

First  Mr.  Seybold  and  then  Cody 
and  Mr.  Stockton  sent  the  commit¬ 
tee  photos,  floor  plans  and  a  video¬ 
tape  introducing  Independence 
and  the  ARCO  site,  which  the  firm 
is  abandoning  to  consolidate  its  op¬ 
erations  in  Houston. 

Mr.  Seybold  and  Mr.  Stockton 
were  to  meet  Aug.  1 5  with  Randy 
Lair,  an  ARCO  executive,  about 
the  firm’s  offer  to  donate  the  fa¬ 
cility  to  any  non-profit  organiza¬ 
tion  that  can  use  it. 

A  tragic  accident 

Tragically  that  meeting  was 
canceled  when  Mr.  Seybold  and 
his  wife,  Mary,  were  involved  in 
a  traffic  accident  Aug.  14.  Mrs. 
Seybold  died  of  her  injuries;  Mr. 
Seybold  is  expected  to  have  an 
extended  convalescence. 

That  event  has  given  Indepen¬ 
dence’s  supporters  even  more 
impetus  to  promote  their  town  as 
a  contender  for  the  global  minis¬ 
tries  headquarters — despite  the 
news  that  the  site  selection  com¬ 
mittee  decided  against  Indepen¬ 
dence  after  a  United  Methodist 
team  visited  the  town. 

Roger  Kruse,  a  staff  member 
of  the  church’s  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration 
and  staffliaison  for  the  site  selec¬ 
tion  committee,  had  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  Independence  was 
ruled  out  because  of  its  small 
population  and  because  it  lacks 
an  ethnic  mix  and  an  interna¬ 
tional  airport. 

Nonetheless,  Cody  said,  he 
won’t  give  up.  He  plans  to  avail 
himself  of  the  appeal  process  set 
up  for  cities  that  didn't  make  the 
finalist  pool.  Deadline  for  ap¬ 
peals  is  Sept.  9. 


Visit  the  birthplace. 
In  Bethlehem,  at  the 


Church  of  the  Nativity. 


Follow  in  Jesus’  exact 
footsteps,  and  feci  the 
events  of  two  thousand 


years  as 


lust  occurred. 


Church  of  the  Nativity 


Walk  in  The  footsteps  Of  Jesus, 
With  possibly  One  Exception. 


Sea  of  Galilee 


gives  new  meaning  to  your 
faith.  It’s  the  birthplace 


ministry. 


And  it’s  where,  as  you  gaze 
upon  the  Sea  of  Galilee, 
you'll  grow  closer  to  the 
spirit  of  the  man  who  once 


and  walked  there. 


No  One  Belongs  Here  more.  Than  you 


For  more  mformJtion  call  1-800-456-BIBLE  Israel  Ministry  of  Tourism.  North  America 


Baseball  players'  strike 
knocks  pastor's  wife's 
song  out  of  the  park 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

This  clergy  spouse  says  she’ll  give 
the  Los  Angeles  Dodgers  a  rain 
check  if  they’ll  give  her  one. 

Lynette  Bennett,  a  “triple  threat” 
West  Coast  entertainer,  was  sched¬ 
uled  to  sing  the  Star  Spangled  Ban¬ 
ner  Aug.  30  at  Dodger  Stadium. 
Thousands  would  hear  her  in  per¬ 
son,  perhaps  millions  via  cablevi- 
sion.  Then  the  baseball  strike 
rained  on  her  parade. 

A  triple  threat — not  to  be  con¬ 
fused  with  a  triple  play — is  a  per¬ 
former  who  can  sing,  dance  and 
act — well. 

Ms.  Bennett,  wife  of  the  Rev. 
Warren  Danskin,  senior  pastor  of 
Pacific  Palisades  (Calif.)  Communi¬ 
ty  United  Methodist  Church, 
earned  her  triple  threat  credentials 
on  Broadway,  London  and  West 
Coast  stages.  For  example,  she  ap¬ 
peared  on  Broadway  as  a  dancer  in 
Funny  Girl  with  Barbara  Streisand; 
off-Broadway  in  the  dramatic  role 
of  Eleanor  of  Aquitane  in  Lion  in 
Winter  and  in  London  in  the  oper¬ 
etta  leading  role  of  Anna  in  The 
Merry  Widow. 

In  addition  she  has  appeared  on  the 
Tonight  Show  with  Johnny  Carson 
and  a  number  of  other  television 
shows  such  as  As  the  World  Turns. 

A  newspaper  in  her  community, 
the  Palisadian  Post,  asked  Ms.  Ben¬ 
nett  how  she  balances  the  busy 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Judicial  Council  will  decide  at  its 
Oct.  26-29  session  in  Berkeley, 
Calif.,  whether  recently  adopted  re¬ 
gional  policies  on  clergy  ethics  and 
sexual  misconduct  are  in  accord 
with  church  law. 

Such  policies  from  the  Detroit, 
East  Ohio  and  Florida  annual  con¬ 
ferences  are  up  for  review. 

The  nine-member  council,  the 
church’s  “Supreme  Court,”  will 
also  examine  bishops’  rulings  on 


world  of  a  preacher's  wife  with  the 
arduous  life  of  a  working  actor. 

“For  me  it’s  normal  to  lead  a 
hymn  sing  at  church  then  go  to 
North  Hollywood  to  make  a  movie 
or  direct  a  children’s  choir  and  then 
go  off  for  an  audition,”  she  replied. 
"It’s  just  who  I  am.” 

She  has  also  combined  her  per¬ 
forming  skills  with  writing  for  sev¬ 
eral  major  pieces  for  United 
Methodists.  For  the  Women's  As¬ 
sembly  in  Anaheim,  Calif.,  she 
wrote  the  script  for  the  musical  re¬ 
vue  In  the  Middle  of  Tomorrow. 

The  church's  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  engaged  her  to  research, 
write  and  perform  the  musical 
piece,  Georgia  Harkness,  Prophet. 
which  highlights  the  life  of  the 
Methodist  theologian.  It  was  per¬ 
formed  in  the  church’s  Troy  Annual 
Conference  in  1991. 

To  be  invited  to  sing  at  Dodger  Sta¬ 
dium  was  “a  thrill,”  Ms.  Bennett  told 
the  Reporter.  Hundreds  of  United 
Methodists  were  expected  to  be  in 
the  stands  because  the  California- 
Pacific  conference  was  sponsoring 
the  annual  “United  Methodist 
Night  at  Dodger  Stadium.” 

Though  time  is  running  out,  the 
soprano  still  hopes  her  soaring 
notes  on  “the  land  of  the  free  and 
the  home  of  the  brave”  will  be  the 
cue  for  the  ump  to  shout  “Play 
ball!"  Aug.  30. 


definitions  of  “self-avowed  practic¬ 
ing  homosexual”  adopted  by  the 
California-Pacific  and  West  Virgin¬ 
ia  conferences.  The  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  bars  “self-avowed  practicing” 
gays  and  lesbians  from  its  ordained 
ministry. 

A  Southern  New  Jersey  case  is  the 
first  in  which  the  council  will  address 
United  Methodism’s  continuing  con¬ 
flict  over  feminist  and  “womanist” 
theology  and  use  of  female  names 
such  as  “Sophia”  (the  Greek  word  for 
wisdom)  for  the  deity. 


Entertainer  Lynette  Bennett,  also  a 


United  Methodist  clergy  spouse, 
won't  get  to  sing  the  national  an¬ 
them  at  the  Aug.  30  Los  Angeles 
Dodgers'  game  unless  baseball 
settles  its  players'  strike. 


CLASSIFIED 


FULL-TIME  CHAPLAIN  FOR  residential  chip 
drtm's  home  serving  200  children  and  youth  in  an  18 
homeumt  120-acre  campus,  with  50  adolescent  boys 
in  a  nearby  working  ranch  setting.  Ordained  person 
preferred  with  organizational  skills,  creativity,  inter¬ 
personal  skills,  to  carry  out  multiple  tasks,  and  will¬ 
ingness  to  serve  as  a  part  of  the  team  and  ministry 
with  children  and  youth.  Salary  and  benefits  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Judy 
Broadway,  Methodist  Home,  1111  Herring  Avenue, 
Waco,  TX  76708. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  WANTED  TO  assume 

responsibilities  for  well  established  youth  program  at 
a  1 500-member  church  in  southeastern  New  Mexico. 
Looking  for  an  energetic,  enthusiastic  person  who 
wants  to  share  the  love  of  the  Lord  with  young  peo¬ 
ple.  Salary  according  to  experience  and  qualifications. 
Send  resumes  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  1913.  RoswelL  NM  88202-1913. _ 

YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN'S  DIRECTOR  of  sub¬ 

urban  Nashville  church.  Compatible  salary  plus  par¬ 
sonage.  Need  person  with  education,  experience  and 
excitement!  Dalewood  United  Methodist  Church, 
2300  Ridgecrest  Drive,  Nashville,  TN  37216.  (615) 
226-6316. _ 

TRAVIS  PARK  UNITED  METHODIST  Church  is 

seeking  qualified  individuals  as  a  Choral  Director 
and  Organist,  one  of  whom  would  serve  as  Director 
of  Music  The  positions  are  available  immediately, 
Rfcsumes  may  be  sent  to:  Search  Committee,  Travis 
Park  UMC,  230  E  Travis,  San  Antonio,  TX  78205. 
Travis  Park  United  Methodist  Church  is  an  equal 
opportunity  employer. _ 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Lub¬ 

bock,  Texas.  3600  members  seeking  qualified  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Children’s  Ministries.  Salary  commensurate 
with  qualifications  and  experience.  Forward  resume 
or  request  iob  description  to:  Charles  E  Lutrick,  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director,  1411  Broadway.  Lubbock,  TX 
79401.  Phone  (806)  76^4607, _ _ 

FULLTIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministry  for 

adult,  youth,  children,  and  handbell  choirs.  The  posi¬ 
tion  is  immediately  available  1200-member  church 
in  a  university  community.  Send  resumes  to:  Hiram 
Johnson,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Box  173, 
Stephen ville,TX  76401  Phone:  (81 7)  965-5046. 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  AND  Fine 

Aits  for  a  3100-member  United  Methodist  Church. 
Adult  choir,  youth  and  children’s  music  ministries, 
handbells  Music  degree  and  experience  in  coordinat¬ 
ing  a  diverse,  large  church  music  program  required. 
Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experience. 
Resume,  references  to:  Dr  Mark  Allen  Doty,  Fust 
United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  1838,  Corpus 
Christ.,  TX  78403. 


Church's  court  sets  fall  docket 
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Pastor  says  domestic  violence 
confronts  each  congregation 


By  MELISSA  LAUBER 

Sitting  in  each  United  Methodist 
Church  is  a  woman  who  is  being 
battered  by  her  husband,  according 
to  the  Rev.  Colin  Phillips  of  Pres- 
bury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Edgewood,  Md. 

Out  of  shame  and  terror,  she 
holds  her  violent  secret  close  to  her 
heart,  he  says,  and,  out  of  ignorance 
and  tradition,  the  church  turns 
away  from  her. 

Dr.  Phillips,  who  did  his  doctoral 
studies  on  domestic  violence  and 
who  has  worked  in  this  field  for  1 2 
years,  says  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  failing  to  deal  with  the 
problem. 

Voice  in  the  wilderness 

Saying  he  has  often  felt  like  a  “lone 
voice  crying  in  the  wilderness,”  Dr. 
Phillips  said  he  welcomes  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  the  O.J.  Simpson  case  presents 
for  the  church  to  address  the  needs  of 
one  U.S.  woman  in  three  who  is 
abused  by  her  spouse. 

Congregation  members  need  to 
begin  by  understanding  that  domes¬ 
tic  violence  is  not  about  anger  or  a 
fight  that  escalates  one  Saturday 
night,  Dr.  Phillips  says. 

“Domestic  violence  is  a  system  of 
control.  Women  are  treated  as  ob¬ 
jects  that  men  own.  This  has  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  marriage  or 
relationships.  It’s  about  a  man’s 
need  to  control  what  he  sees  as  his. 
At  its  heart  it  is  savage  and  evil.” 

Domestic  violence  and  the  mur¬ 
der  of  women  are  at  one  end  of  a 
behavioral  continuum,  Dr.  Phillips 
says,  but  belief  systems  and  soci¬ 
ety’s  view  of  the  role  of  women  are 
also  part. 

"In  our  culture  women  are  deval¬ 
ued,”  he  explained.  “We  don’t  need 
sophisticated  theological  concepts 
to  explain  it.  The  church  is  no  bet¬ 
ter  or  worse  than  society. 

“Our  terrible,  terrible  dark  secret 
is  that  we  bear  a  lot  of  responsibility 
for  domestic  violence,”  says  Dr. 


Phillips. 

A  lot  of  catching  up 

Because  of  its  denial  of  spousal 
abuse,  the  church  has  a  lot  of  catch¬ 
ing  up  to  do,  he  says. 

“Women,  who  first  turned  to 
their  pastors  for  assistance,”  have 
often  been  given  counsel  that 
“makes  the  hair  on  the  back  of  your 
neck  stand  on  end,”  he  said. 

“I  venture  to  say  that  90  percent 
of  our  clergy  are  not  trained  in  these 
situations.  When  people  are  well- 
meaning  and  well-intentioned  and 
want  to  help,  the  last  thing  you 
want  to  do  is  pour  cold  water  on 
their  efforts.  But  good  intentions 
can  lead  to  a  woman’s  being  killed. 
Pastors  . . .  must  refer.” 

Blaming  the  clergy  misses  the 
point,  said  Dr.  Phillips.  A  victim  of 
domestic  violence  needs  someone 
trained  to  handle  the  severity  of  her 
situation. 

“The  church’s  commitment  to 
families  and  marriages  is  of  abso¬ 
lutely  no  use  when  dealing  with  do¬ 
mestic  violence,”  he  said. 

“The  No.  1  concern  of  pastors  . . . 
should  be  the  woman’s  safety.  The 
first  and  most  essential  thing  that 
she  must  do  is  get  involved  in  a 
woman’s  program  . . .  (which)  pro¬ 
vides  safety.  That’s  where  the  heal¬ 
ing  begins,”  he  added. 

Dr.  Phillips  challenges  pastors, 
“first  and  foremost,”  to  “preach 
about  domestic  violence.  But  don’t 
just  preach  it,  saying,  ‘Hitting  a  wom¬ 
an  is  bad.’  Show  an  understanding. 

The  issue:  Why  do  men  hit? 

“Anybody  who  wants  to  learn 
about  this  subject  should  read  the 
Journal  of  Family  Violence  .  .  . 
(and)  firmly  place  the  responsibility 
where  it  lies.  The  issue  is  not  why 
women  stay  in  abusive  relation¬ 
ships  . . .  (but)  why  men  hit.  The  is¬ 
sue  is  male  violence.  Our  sermons 
need  to  challenge  male  perpetrators 
and  the  potential  that  all  men  have 


within  themselves  to  be  violent.” 

In  addition,  he  says,  pastors  need 
to  provide  women  “safe  places  to 
tell  their  stories  in  total  confidenti¬ 
ality”  and  then  refer  them  to  con¬ 
tacts  within  the  community. 

He  also  urges  congregations  to 
help  victims,  supporting  and  mak¬ 
ing  known  government  and  private 
programs  that  can  help  them. 

Dr.  Phillips  said  he  once  worked 
with  a  county  “more  willing  to  pro¬ 
vide  funding  for  an  animal  shelter 
than  a  shelter  for  women.  There  is 
no  shortage  of  knowledge  about 
how  to  help  battered  women.  There 
is,  however,  a  desperate  shortage  of 
funding  and  safe  beds.” 

Until  the  church  begins  to  learn 
to  deal  meaningfully  with  domestic 
violence  “and  finds  the  courage  to 


"It's  about  a  man's  need 
to  control  what  he  sees 
as  his." 

— the  Rev.  Colin  Phillips 

say  the  things  that  need  to  be  said,” 
they  will  be  co-conspirators  in  a  bi¬ 
zarre  twisting  of  the  marriage  vows, 
says  Dr.  Phillips. 

“With  domestic  violence,  ’til  death 
us  do  part’  takes  on  a  whole  new 
meaning”  (see  related  story  below). 

Ms.  Lauber  is  staff  writer  for  United 
Methodist  Connection,  publication  of 
the  denomination's  Baltimore-Wash- 
ington  Annual  Conference.  This  story 
was  distributed  by  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 


Here's  what  United  Methodist  Church 
says  about  issue  of  domestic  violence: 


“We  affirm  the  sanctity  of  the 
marriage  covenant  which  is  ex¬ 
pressed  in  love,  mutual  support, 
personal  commitment,  and 
shared  fidelity  between  a  man 
and  a  woman.  . . .  We  reject  so¬ 
cial  norms  that  assume  different 
standards  for  women  than  for 
men  in  marriage.” 

— United  Methodist  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples,  Paragraph  7IC. 

“The  deafening  and  disabling 
silence  that  has  surrounded  the 
abuse  of  women  and  children 
must  be  broken.  Overwhelming 
numbers  of  women  and  children 
in  our  churches  and  communities 
are  being  battered,  raped,  emo¬ 
tionally  and  psychologically 
abused,  (and)  physically  and  sex¬ 
ually  assaulted.  .  .  .  Silence 
shields  us  from  our  complicity  in 
the  violence  as  well  as  our  failure 
to  overcome  it.” 

— 1992  United  Methodist  Book 


of  Resolutions. 

“Situations  of  violence  and 
abuse  exist  in  families  in  virtual¬ 
ly  every  congregation.  . . .  Nu¬ 
merous  pastors  have  been  asked, 
after  asserting  their  conviction(s) 
that  there  were  no  families  expe¬ 
riencing  violence  or  abuse  in  the 
congregations,  to  mention  the  is¬ 
sues  from  the  pulpit,  using  words 
like  battering,  rape,  incest,  child 
abuse.  Virtually  without  excep¬ 
tion,  they  have  reported  that 
members  have  subsequently 
come  to  them  with  current  sto¬ 
ries  of  abuse  in  their  families. 
Clearly,  church  families  are  not 
immune,  and  many  are  waiting 
for  a  signal  that  these  concerns 
are  appropriate  ones  to  share  and 
struggle  with  within  a  Christian 
community.” 

— 1992  United  Methodist  Book 
of  Resolutions. 


A  look  at  teensomething  today 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

One  of  the  greatest  obstacles  any  church  faces 
to  effective  ministry  with  teenagers  is  that  most 
adults  have  very  little  idea  what  their  emotional 
lives  are  like,  what  is  happening  in  their  heads 
and  what  the  world  looks  like  to  them. 

There  have  been  countless  family  dramas  and 
sitcoms,  but  precious  few  of  them  have  done 
anything  to  increase  understanding  across  the 
generations — or  even  across  the  dinner  table. 

My  So-Called  Life  could  turn  out  to  be  a  hap¬ 
py  exception  to  this  rule.  Produced  by  Ed  Zwick 
and  Marshall  Herskovjtz,  who  created  award¬ 
winning  thirtysomething  in  the  1 980s,  this  series 
seeks  to  tell  us  what  it  is  like  to  be  “teensome¬ 
thing”  in  the  1990s.  It  does  so  with  remarkable 
honesty,  at  least  in  the  pilot  episode  I  pre¬ 
viewed. 

My  So-Called  Life  is  told  from  the  viewpoint 
of  1  5-year-old  Angela  Chase.  For  Angela 
(played  by  Claire  Danes),  adolescence  is  a  time 
of  exhilaration  and  confusion,  constant  change 
and  a  persistent  search  for  identity.  She  feels 
both  rage  and  affection  for  her  mother  and  can¬ 
not  understand  why  her  emotions  swing  back 
and  forth. 

One  way  in  class,  another  outside 

Like  many  teens,  she  is  dreamy  and  inarticu¬ 
late  in  the  classroom  but  perceptive  and  brutal¬ 
ly  frank  outside  it.  She  is  unable  to  say  anything 
about  The  Diary  of  Anne  Frank  in  school  but 
waxes  eloquent  about  it  with  a  police  officer 
who  takes  her  home  after  a  friend  gets  drunk 
and  nearly  gets  raped. 

Better  than  any  other  television  program  this 
reviewer  has  seen,  My  So-Called  Life  captures 
the  bewildering  way  in  which  kids  must  choose 
daily  who  their  friends  will  be. 

It  also  has  the  courage  to  show  us  why  “good 


“wild”  ones  to 


kids”  may  be  less  appealing  than 
a  basically  good  kid. 

Much  of  the  first  episodes  revolves  around 
whether  Angela  will  stick  with  her  dependable 
and  safe  friend  Sharon  or  take  up  flamboyant 
Rayanne  and  Rickie — and  whether  she  will  ever 
notice  her  caring,  intelligent  neighbor  Brian  as 
she  pursues  incredibly  dumb  Jordan. 

“School,”  she  says,  “is  a  battlefield  for  your 
heart.” 

Gives  adolescent  perspective 

My  So-Called  Life  also  gives  us  a  distinctively 
adolescent  perspective  on  the  stresses  and 
strains  of  marriage  and  the  toll  which  a  father’s 
infidelity  (or  will  this  turn  out  to  be  only  flirta¬ 
tion?)  takes  on  his  daughter,  even  when  his  wife 
remains  ignorant. 

Bess  Armstrong  and  Tom  Irwin,  as  Angela’s 
mother  and  father,  also  express  wonderfully  the 
anxieties  of  parents  of  a  modem  teenager. 

My  So-Called  Life  airs  on  Thursday  evenings 
on  ABC-TV,  beginning  Aug.  25.  This  bitter¬ 
sweet  drama  may  frighten  parents,  but  it  might 
also  enlighten  them.  Watching  it  could  provoke 
fruitful  thought  among  preachers,  teachers  and 
all  other  adults. 

It  is  even  possible  that  adolescents  themselves 
will  enjoy  it. 

Thomas  W.  Goodhue,  pastor  of  Bay  Shore 
United  Methodist  Church  on  Long  Island,  \.  Y., 
frequently  reviews  films  and  television  for  the 
Reporter. 


ABC  PHOTO  BY  DANIEL  WATSON 

NEW  YORK — Claire  Danes  stars  as  Angela 
Chase,  a  teenager  seeking  her  own  identity 
while  trying  to  juggle  school,  parents  and 
hormones,  in  MY  SO-CALLED  LIFE,  which 
will  air  on  the  ABC  TV  network. 


UMNS  PHOTO  BY  M.  GABLINDA  BURTON 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— Emma  Locklear,  a  Lumbee  and  United 
Methodist  laywoman  from  Maxton,  N.C.,  and  her  2-year-old  grand¬ 
daughter,  Brittany,  were  among  600  United  Methodists  attending 
the  recent  Native  American  Family  Camp.  Older  adults  were  hon¬ 
ored  and  children  and  youth  were  nurtured  during  the  week-long 
gathering. 

Native  Americans  meet 
in  growing  family  camp 

"Native  American 
traditions  honor  the 
contributions  of  older 
adults." 

— the  Rev.  Sam  Wynn 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— At 
this  atypical  national  church  meet¬ 
ing,  older  adults  receive  balloons 
during  prayer  service,  toddlers  run 
the  aisles  during  workshops,  the 
choir  dresses  in  cut-off  shorts  for 
Holy  Communion  and  youths  study 
their  heritage  through  crafts  during 
the  day  and  boogie  at  night. 

Every  summer  for  nine  years,  Na¬ 
tive  American  United  Methodist 
families  have  come  from  all  over 
the  United  States  for  a  week-long 
camp  meeting.  From  fewer  than  90 
participants  at  the  first  family 
camp,  the  event  has  grown  to  more 
than  600  at  the  most  recent  camp. 

Sponsors  of  the  event — including 
the  denomination’s  Native  American 
International  Caucus,  an  advocacy 
group — attribute  the  family  camp's 
popularity  to  an  emphasis  on  inter- 
generational  activities  and  fellowship 
and  a  de-emphasis  on  legislative  and 
bureaucratic  concerns. 

According  to  the  caucus’  execu¬ 
tive  director,  the  Rev.  Sam  Wynn,  a 
Lumbee  of  Fayetteville,  N.C.,  Na¬ 
tive  American  traditions  honor  the 
contributions  of  older  adults,  with 
particular  reverence  for  grandmoth¬ 
ers  and  grandfathers. 

The  extended  family  is  a  primary 
arena  for  passing  along  cultural  tra¬ 
ditions  and  for  spiritual  training, 
especially  in  rural  areas  where  Na¬ 


tive  American  children  are  reared 
by  parents,  grandparents,  other 
adult  relatives  and  friends. 

So,  at  the  recent  family  camp, 
workshops  on  evangelism  empha¬ 
sized  not  only  how  to  train  church 
volunteers  for  outreach  but  also 
how  parents  can  create  a  Christian 
home  environment  as  an  example 
for  their  children. 

A  session  on  environmental  jus¬ 
tice  led  by  the  denominational 
agencies’  highest-ranking  Native 
Am'erican,  the  Rev.  Thom  White 
Wolf  Fassett,  emphasized  the  hu¬ 
man  family’s  kinship  with  and  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  all  living  things.  Mr. 
Fassett,  a  Seneca,  heads  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  based  in  Washington. 

The  integration  of  age-level  activi¬ 
ties  and  of  Christianity  with  tradition¬ 
al  Native  American  values  is  what 
guest  preacher  the  Rev.  Joe  Dudley,  a 
Sioux,  celebrates  as  “true  power.” 

“For  followers  of  Christ,  there  is 
no  power  other  than  the  power  to 
love  and  to  serve  others,”  said  Mr. 
Dudley,  president  of  Cook  Theolog¬ 
ical  School  in  Tempe,  Ariz. 


Wesley's  hymn  relates 
to  perils  of  preaching 


This  book  deals  with  transition  in  men's  lives 


By  DAVID  DODGE 

The  setting  was  a  gathering  of  50 
men  of  all  ages. 

These  men  were  all  from  one 
church  and  were  meeting  together 
for  a  weekend  “men’s  retreat.”  It’s 
not  typical  to  see  men  gathered  in 
this  way,  but  this  wasn’t  a  typical 
church. 

However,  what  was  unusual  for 
these  men  on  this  occasion  was  the 
topic.  Earlier  retreats  had  centered 
on  spiritual  development  or  biblical 
understandings  or  marriage  enrich¬ 
ment.  For  this  retreat  the  focus  was 


Review 


Men  at  Mid-Life:  Steering 
through  the  Detours  by  lames  A. 
Harnish  (Dimensions  for  Living, 
Nashville,  7994).  Paperback  $9. 


on  being  a  man.  And,  more  specifi¬ 
cally,  being  a  man  at  mid-life. 

Each  participant  had  received  a 
copy  of  the  Rev.  James  A.  Hamish’s 
recent  book  Men  at  Mid-Life:  Steer¬ 
ing  Through  the  Detours. 

The  group  was  made  up  of  men  of 
all  ages,  and  yet,  the  common  bond 
of  this  text  held  the  group  together. 

What  was  it  that  caused  this  book 


to  be  a  glue  for  these  men  of  varied 
professions  and  experiences? 

There  was  a  realization  that,  even 
though  we  each  experience  it  differ¬ 
ently,  we  all  do  experience  mid-life. 
And  within  the  covers  of  this  book 
are  some  helps  in  dealing  with  that 
transitional  time  in  a  man’s  life  that 
has  tripped  the  best  of  men. 

The  overriding  theme  that  comes 


through  in  this  writing  is  the  value 
of  a  life  lived  by  faith. 

This  is  an  important  book  for 
men  to  read.  But  it  is  also  impor¬ 
tant  that  wives  read  this  book.  It 
could  even  be  used  in  a  couples’ 
study  group,  by  men  and  women 
who  are  hoping  to  understand  one 
another  better  as  they  travel  down 
life’s  road,  hoping  to  steer  success¬ 
fully  through  life’s  many  detours. 

Mr.  Dodge  is  diaconal  minister  of 
program  at  Trinity  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Gainesville,  Fla. 


A  charge  to  keep  I  have. 

A  God  to  glorify, 

Who  gave  his  Son  my  soul  to 
save. 

And  fit  it  for  the  sky. 

By  WILLIAM  \.  REYNOLDS 

The  basis  for  Charles  Wesley’s 
hymn  is  the  statement  of  Moses  to 
Aaron  and  his  sons  recorded  in  Le¬ 
viticus  8:35:  “Keep  the  charge  of 
the  Lord,  that  ye  die  not:  for  so  I  am 
commanded.” 

John  and  Charles  Wesley  fre¬ 
quently  faced  strong  opposition  and 
persecution.  Sometimes  gangs  of 
people  were  stirred  up  by  Anglican 
Church  clergy  who  went  from  house 
to  house  accusing  the  Wesleys  of 
blasphemy  and  urging  that  they  be 
run  out  of  town. 

Not  only  the  Wesleys  and  their  fel¬ 
low  ministers  but  men  and  women 
converted  in  their  meetings  faced 
great  difficulties.  They  were  attacked 
personally,  their  homes  were  ran¬ 
sacked  and  their  businesses  ruined. 

One  who  walked  through  a  town 
where  these  things  had  occurred 
could,  by  their  pitiful  appearance, 
identify  the  homes  where  Wesleyan 
followers  lived. 

The  strong  faith  of  these  early 
Methodists  shines  in  the  lines  of 
this  hymn  Charles  Wesley  wrote  in 


History 
of  Hymns 


1762.  Trials  and  tribulations  faced 
them  daily,  yet  they  confronted  life 
with  assurance  and  confidence. 

Forbidden  to  speak  in  Anglican 
churches  because  of  their  fervent 
preaching,  John  and  Charles  Wesley 
preached  in  factories,  mines,  pris¬ 
ons — anywhere  they  could  find  a 
listening  audience. 

John  had  high  regard  for  hymn 
singing  in  his  meetings  and,  in 
1761,  published  instructions  for 
singing.  Briefly  stated,  he  said, 
“Learn  these  tunes  before  any  oth¬ 
ers  .. .  Sing  them  as  they  are  print¬ 
ed  here  . . .  Sing  everyone  . . .  Sing 
lustily  and  with  good  courage  . . . 
Sing  modestly;  do  not  bawl  . . .  Sing 
in  time;  do  not  run  before  or  stay 
behind  .  . .  Above  all  sing  spiritual¬ 
ly.  Have  an  eye  to  God  in  every 
word  you  sing.  Aim  at  pleasing  Him 
more  than  yourself.” 

Today,  more  than  200  years  later,; 
John  Wesley’s  admonitions  are  ap¬ 
propriate  for  our  attention. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Sing  the  Wondrous  Love  of  lesus" 
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NEW  ELIZABETH  LANGFORD  HOME  DEDICATED 


For  many  years  Elizabeth  Langford  of 
Monroe  was  an  active  member  of  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc.  When  she  died, 
she  left  her  home  to  the  Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Board.  The  home  was  sold  and  the 
money  put  in  escrow  until  the  need  arose  for  a 
home  in  Monroe. 

At  the  first  of  this  year.  Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen 
requested  a  home  in  Monroe.  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Monroe  gave  a  lot  near  their 
church  on  which  to  build. 

Using  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  Miss  Langford’s 
home,  some  money  from  building  funds  of  our 


Board  and  a  sizable  donation  by  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
McKeithen,  this  lovely  home  was  built  on 
Westminster  Street  in  Monroe. 

On  Sunday,  May  1,  1994,  this  home  was  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  memory  of  Elizabeth  Langford.  A 
number  of  Miss  Langforfd's  relatives  were  present. 
Many  of  the  local  United  Methodist  clergy  and 
members  of  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board 
also  participated  in  the  dedication  service. 

We  thank  each  person  who  worked  so  hard  to 
make  the  dream  of  establishing  this  home  a  reality. 
We  also  appreciate  those  who  participated  in  and 
attended  the  dedication  service. 
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Pictured  above  is  the  Dr.  Dana  Dawson  Memorial  Retired  Ministers  Home  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  residence 
was  recently  purchased. 


DR.  DANA  DAWSON  JR.  HOME  TO  BE  DEDICATED 


Recently  built  in  Monroe  was  the  Elizabeth  Langford  Memorial  Retired 


Ministers  Home,  pictured  above. 


When  poor  health  forced  Dr.  Dana  Dawson  Jr. 
to  take  a  medical  retirement.  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge,  which  he  had 
served  for  many  years,  gave  the  parsonage  and  fur¬ 
nishings  to  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board. 
The  church  stipulated  that  the  Dawsons  be  allowed 
to  live  in  the  home  as  long  as  they  were  alive  and 
chose  to  live  there. 

When  Dr.  Dawson’s  died  and  Mrs.  Dawson 
moved  into  a  retirement  center  because  of  health 
reasons,  our  Board  sold  this  spacious  home  on 
Ingleside  Drive.  A  large  portion  of  the  proceeds 
from  the  sale  was  placed  in  the  Mike  John  Jr. 


Administrative  Trust  Fund.  The  balance  was  used 
to  purchase  a  home  that  met  the  specifications  that 
our  Board  has  set  for  our  homes. 

The  home  we  acquired  is  located  at  11111 
Stanley  Aubin  Place  in  southeast  Baton  Rouge. 
The  house  is  presently  being  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Muriel  Daigle,  the  widow  of  Rev.  Jay  Daigle  who 
passed  away  earlier  this  year.  This  lovely  three 
bedroom,  two  bath  house  will  be  dedicated  this  fall 
in  loving  memory  of  Dr.  Dana  Dawson  Jr.  A 
plaque  will  give  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Baton  Rouge  credit  for  the  gift  that  made  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  this  home  possible. 


MIKE  JOHN  JR.  ADMINISTRATIVE  TRUST  FUND  IS  ESTABLISHED 


Our  Board  has  little  trouble  raising  money  to 
build  new  homes  and  provide  for  the  upkeep  of  the 
homes  we  already  own.  Giving  for  administrative 
purposes  has  greatly  diminished  over  the  years. 
Offerings  from  our  local  churches  for  this  purpose 
has  decreased  from  a  high  of  $65,000.00  per  year 
to  the  present  low  of  $18,000.00.  This  is  due,  pri¬ 
marily  to  the  fact  that  as  each  new  mission  cause  is 
established  in  our  Conference,  the  missions  that 
have  been  established  for  a  longer  period  of  time 
receive  less  funding.  And  yet,  if  funds  are  not 
available  to  administer  our  42  homes,  six  apart¬ 
ments,  and  a  duplex,  we  could,  in  time,  lose  our 
investments. 

Our  Board  wrestled  with  this  problem.  This  past 
year,  we  decided  to  establish  the  Mike  John  Jr. 
Administrative  Trust  Fund.  There  was  a  two-fold 
purpose  in  establishing  this  fund.  The  first  was  to 
build  up  the  fund  to  the  point  that  the  annual  inter¬ 
est  from  it  would  supplement  the  giving  of  our 
local  churches.  Therefore  adequate  funds  would  be 
available  to  administer  this  vital  ministry. 


An  additional  purpose  was  to  honor  the  memory 
of  Mike  John,  Jr.,  who  served  our  Board  as  treasur¬ 
er  for  almost  35  years.  We  had  hoped  for  that  over 
a  five-year  period  we  could  build  the  fund  up  to  a 
half  million  dollars.  This  would  produce  enough 
interest,  even  in  low  interest  years,  to  meet  our 
administrative  needs. 

The  Board  voted  to  place  all  undesignated 
memorial  gifts  and  legacies  in  this  fund.  The 
growth  of  this  fund  has  exceeded  our  wildest 
expectations.  In  a  year’s  time  this  fund  has  grown 
to  nearly  $250,000.00.  You  can  help  us  reach  our 
goal  of  a  half  million  dollars  by  making  a  memori¬ 
al  gift  to  our  Board  or  by  remembering  our  Board 
in  your  will. 

It  is  possible  for  you  to  make  a  sizable  gift  to 
this  fund  while  you  are  living,  get  a  good  income 
tax  break,  and  draw  the  interest  from  your  gift  for 
as  long  as  you  live.  This  fund  is  invested  in  our 
Louisiana  Methodist  Foundation.  If  you  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  this  kind  of  investment  call  Rev.  Henry 
Bowdon,  Jr.,  (318)  474-1500. 
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HOMES  TO  BE  SOLD  AND  NEW  ONES  BUILT  IN  RUSTON 


Some  of  the  first  residences  built  by  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  Board  were  built  on  property  on 
Farmerville  Road  in  southeast  Ruston.  Located 
there  are  a  six-apartment  complex,  a  duplex  and 
two  individual  houses.  These  residences  have 
served  our  Board  well  for  almost  40  years  as 
retirees  were  provided  with  adequate  housing. 
However,  during  the  last  few  years  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  has  begun  to  change.  It  has  become  a  high 
crime  area  and  our  residents  feel  unsafe. 

The  Green  Clinic,  which  is  built  on  property 
adjacent  to  ours,  is  expanding.  The  owners  offered 
to  buy  our  property  and  buildings.  We  agreed  to 
sell  as  soon  as  we  were  able  to  find  a  way  to  relo¬ 
cate  the  residents  who  are  currently  living  in  the 


Farmerville  Road  properties. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Johnson  of  Ruston,  heard  about  the 
needs  for  properties  on  which  to  relocate.  She 
offered  to  donate  as  much  land  as  was  required  to 
take  care  of  our  residents  there.  This  property  has 
now  been  cleared  and  readied  for  building. 
Although  there  are  lots  for  six  homes,  initially  we 
will  build  houses  for  Mrs.  Claude  Crotwell,  Mrs. 
Roy  Garrett,  Mrs.  Jack  Shaw  and  Mrs.  Otis 
Spinks,  all  widows  of  ministers  of  the  Lousiana 
Conference. 

We  are  planning  for  construction  on  these  hous¬ 
es  to  begin  by  the  end  of  August.  They  are  sched¬ 
uled  to  be  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy  by 
the  first  of  next  year. 


WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP! 


Here  are  some  ways  you  can  help: 

1  -  Make  a  contribution  to  our  Maintenance  Fund. 

2  -  Make  a  contribution  to  our  Administrative  Fund. 

3 -Give  a  memorial  in  memory  of  a  relative  or  a  friend.  ,  . 

4  -  Give  your  home  as  a  living  trust  (You  get  a  tax  break  and  live  in  your  home  until  your  death 

and  the  death  of  your  spouse.)  . 

5  -  Give  a  large  sum  as  a  living  trust  (You  get  a  tax  break  and  receive  the  interest  from  your 

gift  until  your  death  and  the  death  of  your  spouse.) 

6  -  Remember  our  Board  in  your  will 

7  -  Encourage  your  local  church  to  take  an  offering  for  our  Board  and  contribute  to  that 

offering. 


YOUR  RESPONSE 

My  Name  Is  _ . _ _ _ 

My  Address  Is _ — - - - - - 

Street  City  Zip 

My  Phone  Number  Is _ — - 

Please  accept  my/our  gift  of  $ _ to  your  Maintenance  Fund. 

Please  accept  my/our  gift  of  $ _ _  to  your  Administrative  Fund. 

I  would  like  to  give  a  memorial  of  $ _ _ _ in  memory  of - - - 

Please  notify:  Name _ _ _ _ — - - 

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

City,  State,  Zip - - - 

Please  contact  me  about  helping  your  Board  in  ways  4,  5,  &  6  listed  above. 

Please  send  me  information  about  an  offering  in  our  local  church. 

MAIL  TO:  The  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  1500  Country  Club  Road,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 
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for  the  journey  — 
from  unexpected 
places 


A  colleague  once  defined  the  episcopacy  as  24-hour 
conflict  management. 

While  I  disagree  in  principle  (historically  the  bishop 
has  been  viewed  as  shepherd,  teacher,  conserver  of  tra¬ 
dition  and  ecumenical  officer)  I  must  admit  that  conflict 
consumes  much  of  my  time.  I  miss  those  moments  of 
spiritual  renewal  through  small  groups  that  meant  so  much  to  me  when 
1  was  a  local  pastor. 

I  was  staying  in  a  motel  in  Ruston  while  completing  Shepherd’s  Vis¬ 
its.  1  had  preached  three  times  on  Sunday,  visited  a  number  of 
churches,  dedicated  a  new  Family  Life  Center  at  Arcadia  and  finished 
the  evening  making  a  number  of  phone  calls.  I  was  fatigued! 

After  a  restless  night,  I  awoke  early  and  walked  to  the  restaurant. 
Newspaper  in  hand,  1  began  looking  over  the  menu.  Suddenly  I  felt  a 
soft  touch  on  my  shoulder.  “Bishop  Oden,  we  have  a  covenant  group 
from  Trinity  Church  that  meets  every  Monday  morning.  We  are  study¬ 
ing  C.  S.  Lewis’  Mere  Christianity.  We  would  like  to  invite  you  to  join 
us.” 

Expressing  appreciation,  I  immediately  joined  the  group.  The  dis¬ 
cussion  was  lively,  the  care  for  each  other  was  obvious  and  love  for  the 
church  flowed  from  each  heart.  We  talked  about  struggles  and  relation¬ 
ships;  about  prayer  as  relationship  rather  than  duty;  about  the  church 
as  a  human/divine  institution.  The  covenant  group  was  interested  in 
the  Conference  Center  and  its  progress.  We  talked  about  its  signifi¬ 
cance  to  the  life  of  Louisiana  Methodism.  Finally,  our  watches  told  us 
it  was  time  to  get  to  work. 

1  was  fed  by  this  group.  They  prayed  for  their  church  and  its  leaders 
regularly.  Meeting  each  Monday,  these  persons  covenant  together  to 
help  one  another  seek  to  live  the  Christ-like  life  as  a  part  of  His  body 
as  they  face  life  in  every  dimension. 


Bishop  William 
Oden 
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Rev.  Leslie 

The  Rev.  Leslie  Nichols  Akin, 
known  throughout  the  state  for  her 
creative  work  as  United  Methodist 
Louisiana  Conference  director  of 
education  and  worship  ministries, 
has  been  named  director  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries.  The  announcement 
was  made  by  C.  A.  “Hap”  Martin, 
chair  of  the  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries,  and  Bishop  William 
Oden. 

Akin  succeeds  Dr.  Donald  C. 
Cottrill  who  had  served  as  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  CCOM  for  four 
years  and  recently  became  senior 
pastor  of  Aldersgate  UM  Church 
in  Slidell. 

Last  year  at  Annual  Conference 
Akin  was  ordained  an  elder  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

She  was  graduated  with  honors 
from  Candler  School  of  Theology 


N.  Akin  named  CCOM  director 


Rev.  Leslie  N.  Akin 


at  Emory  University  in  Atlanta 
and  is  currently  working  toward  a 
doctorate  of  ministry  degree  in  the 
area  of  church  revitalization  at 


Fuller  Theological  Seminary  in 
Pasadena,  Calif. 

Akin  was  co-founder  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  The  LightHouse,  an  educa¬ 
tional  enrichment  center  for 
impoverished  persons  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  She  also  served  as  director  of 
Children  and  Family  Ministries  at 
First  UMC  in  Shreveport. 

Under  her  leadership  in  the 
Conference,  local  churches 
throughout  the  state  have  become 
more  aware  of  gifts  they  have  to 
share  with  each  other  in  the  areas 
of  worship  and  education.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  United  Methodists  in  all 
areas  of  Louisiana  have  contribut¬ 
ed  ideas  she  distributed  as  re¬ 
sources  for  Pentecost,  Lent  and 
Advent  seasons. 

S.S.T.E.P.,  Sunday  School 
Teacher  Equipping  Process,  was 
instigated  by  Akin.  Trained  Chris¬ 


tian  educators  who  make  up  task 
forces  in  the  nine  districts  instruct 
Sunday  school  teachers  in  the  local 
churches. 

Akin  will  be  Conference  spiritu¬ 
al  director  for  Cursillo  1995-1996. 
She  has  met  and  inspired  people 
from  all  districts  as  she  conducted 
spiritual  retreats  and  leadership 
development  workshops. 

In  her  new  position  as  director. 
Akin  will  coordinate  programming 
to  resource  the  Conference's  600 
churches  throughout  the  state  and 
will  supervise  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  staff  at  the 
Louisiana  UM  headquarters 
building  in  Baton  Rouge. 

She  is  married  to  Rev.  Frank 
Akin,  pastor  of  Francis  Asbury 
UM  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  and 
is  mother  of  two  sons,  Rory  and 
Chris. 
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The  spirit  of  John  Wesley’s  class  meeting  lives! 


What  did  you  do  this  summer? 


Special  offering  will  be  taken  in  local  churches 
to  help  build  First  UMC  of  Ekaterinburg,  Russia 


Around  the  Conference 


Students  build  a  home  in  Rio  Bravo 
aid  elderly  disadvantaged  in  Ruston 
labor  in  sizzling  sun  to  feed  hungry 


“Go  . . .  and  make  disciples  of 
all  the  nations,  baptizing  them  in 
the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the 
Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  teach¬ 
ing  them  to  obey  all  things  that  I 
have  commanded  you  . . .”  (The 
Great  Commission,  Matthew 
28:19.) 

“The  World  Is  My  Parish," 
John  Wesley’s  statement  about  hi' 
mission  in  relation  to  the  Biblical 
Great  Commission,  will  be  the 
theme  for  Louisiana’s  response  to 
the  Russian  Church. 

“The  Louisiana  Conference  has 
a  wonderful  opportunity  to  play  a 
key  role  in  the  construction  of  the 
first  United  Methodist  church  in 
Russia  in  nearly  100  years,”  Jim 
Waddle  of  Shreveport,  a  member 
of  the  Conference’s  Russian  Initia¬ 
tive  Committee,  said.  Marilyn 
Brown  Oden  is  the  committee 
chair. 

An  offering  will  be  collected  in 
local  churches  on  Sunday,  Sept. 
25,  for  the  building  of  the  initial 
structure  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ekaterinburg,  Russia. 

This  is  a  congregation  that 
members  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  led  by  Dr.  Dwight  Ramsey, 


American  and  Russian  United  Methodists,  including  some  from 
Ekaterinburg,  ask  God’s  blessings  before  a  meal  during  the  recent 
Russian  Minister's  Retreat  at  Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nashville. 


helped  to  establish,  just  three 
years  ago. 

Consecration  by  bishop 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  conse¬ 
crated  the  lay  minister,  Lydia  Isto¬ 
mina,  and  the  church  building 
site. 

Now  the  church  has  grown  to 
over  1,000  members  and  has  an 
outreach  ministry  to  prisons,  hos¬ 
pitals  and  soup  kitchens. 


In  June,  the  Annual  Conference 
voted  on  a  goal  of  $100,000  as  a 
contribution  toward  the  building 
of  a  church  in  the  Russian  city. 

Ten  acres  of  land  in  a  city  park 
have  been  provided  by  the  Ekate¬ 
rinburg  City  Council  for  the 
church  with  the  stipulation  that  it 
be  built  in  a  specific  time  frame. 

The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  pledged  $200,000 
and  an  additional  commitment  to 


conduct  a  nationwide  fund-raising 
campaign  for  the  remainder  of  the 
$500,000  needed  for  the  first 
phase  of  the  building  program. 

When  representatives  of  the 
church  were  in  the  United  States 
recently  for  the  Russian  Ministers’ 
Retreat  and  visited  in  Louisiana  j 
churches,  they  also  observed 
church  architecture. 

Plan  developed 

A  building  plan  has  been  devel¬ 
oped  with  the  completion  date  set 
for  May  of  1996. 

“It  is  natural  for  Louisiana 
United  Methodists  to  continue 
their  leadership  role  by  accepting 
the  challenge  of  raising  $100,000 
to  support  the  building  program,” 
Waddle  said.  "The  vision  of  our 
church  leaders  is  that  Ekaterin¬ 
burg  will  become  the  center  of 
United  Methodism  in  the  Eur¬ 
asian  area.  We  in  Louisiana  have  a 
great  opportunity  to  help  promote 
the  fulfillment  of  that  vision.” 

Churches  are  receiving  special 
bulletin  inserts  for  the  offering 
day.  Checks  are  to  be  made  pay¬ 
able  to  the  local  churches  and 
marked  for:  Ekaterinburg  Church 
Building. 


LSU  students,  faculty  and  staff 
will  be  honored  on  LSU  Spirit  Day 
Sunday,  Sept.  1  1,  at  University 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  near  the  campus.  Persons 
attending  church  and  Sunday 
school  will  be  asked  to  wear  the 
LSU  colors,  purple  and  gold. 

LSU  Spirit  Day,  an  annual  event, 
is  a  day  of  fun  and  festivity  de¬ 
signed  to  welcome  students,  faculty 
and  staff  members  to  the  church 
and  back  to  the  campus. 

A  potluck  dinner  will  be  served 
by  members.  Dr.  DeWitt  M.  Ginn  is 
senior  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Grace  UMC,  New  Orleans,  cele¬ 
brated  the  144th  anniversary  on 
Aug.  28.  Dr.  Cornelius  L.  Hender¬ 
son,  president  of  Gammon  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary  in  Atlanta,  was 
speaker  on  the  theme,  “Called  to 
Worship,  Witness  and  Serve.” 
Laura  J.  Goods  was  chair  of  the  cel¬ 
ebration  and  Mertes  Troullier  was 
honorary  chair.  Pastor  is  Dr.  Robert 
F.  Harrington. 

*  *  * 

Philips  Memorial  UMC,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  welcomed  the  new  pastor. 
Rev.  Helena  Wright-Butler  with  a 
fellowship  dinner  recently.  Special 
guests  included  her  husband.  Rev. 
Samuel  Butler,  pastor,  Wesley  and 
Trinity  UMC,  New  Orleans  ;  Dr. 
Carole  Cotton-Winn.  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  New  Orleans  District, 
her  husband,  Dr.  John  Winn,  direc¬ 
tor,  Center  for  Pastoral  Effective¬ 


ness,  and  their  daughter.  Lane.  The 
Pastor-Parish/Staff  Relations  Com¬ 
mittee  whose  chair  is  Betty  Wells, 

sponsored  the  event. 

*  *  * 

“Methodist  Missions  to  Cuba” 
was  the  subject  of  a  fellowship  sup¬ 
per  and  program  Aug.  14  at  First 
UMC,  Bastrop,  where  Dr.  Larry 
Robertson  is  pastor.  Rev.  Jose’  Gar¬ 
cia,  pastor  of  Mooringsport-Oil 
City-Belcher  UM  Charge,  gave  a 
first-hand  report  of  Christian  work 
in  Cuba  which  he  recently  visited. 

*  *  * 

The  Outreach  Committee  of 
Munholland  UMC,  Metairie, 
bought  and  delivered  $200  worth  of 
school  supplies  to  Brooks  UMC, 
New  Orleans.  The  supplies  were 
used  in  their  summer  day  care  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  children  in  the  St.  Ber¬ 
nard  Housing  Project  and 
surrounding  neighborhood. 

Children  enrolled  in  the  program 
received  remedial  instruction  in 
reading,  English  and  math.  They 
also  had  lessons  in  art,  games  and 
physical  activities. 


Summer  projects  were  varied,  but 
youths  and  their  leaders  were  part 
of  many  worthy  projects.  Just  a  rep¬ 
resentative  few  are  mentioned. 

The  youth  of  Mangum  Memorial 
UMC,  Shreveport,  last  year  made  a 
covenant  at  the  Mer  Rouge  Harvest 
of  Hope  to  sponsor  a  service  project 
every  month  of  the  year  to  help  the 
hungry,  homeless  and  other  persons 
in  need.  They  compiled  a  scrapbook 
showing  the  projects. 

They  were  among  youths  from  a 
number  of  Louisiana  churches  who 
this  summer  worked  in  fields  glean¬ 
ing  food  for  hungry  persons  and 
participating  in  other  service  proj¬ 
ects  through  Harvest  of  Hope,  Soci¬ 
ety  of  St.  Andrew.  Theme  for  the 
Mangum  youth  is  “. . .  Let  us  not 
love  in  word  or  in  tongue,  but  in 
deed  and  in  truth.  (I  John  3:18). 

Three  locations 

Harvest  of  Hope  events  were  con¬ 
ducted  in  DeRidder,  Mer  Rouge 
and  Bogalusa. 

Conference  youth  groups,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  Mangum,  who  worked  on 
Harvest  of  Hope  projects  this  sum¬ 
mer  were  from:  First  UMC,  La¬ 
fayette;  Summer  Grove  UMC, 
Shreveport;  Centenary  UMC, 
Franklinton;  Blackwater  UMC, 
Baker;  First  UMC,  Pineville;  Fel¬ 
lowship  UMC,  and  First  UMC, 
both  in  Bossier  City;  St.  Timothy 
UMC,  Mandeville;  Hartzell  Mt. 
Zion  UMC,  Slidell,  and  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  UMC,  Bogalusa. 

Two  churches,  Centenary  and 
Summer  Grove,  sent  groups  to 
work  at  two  different  locations. 

Youths  from  all  the  churches 
pledged  to  conduct  specific  projects 
during  the  year.  For  instance,  Hart¬ 
zell  Mt.  Zion  youths  agreed  to  work 
at  soup  kitchens  in  New  Orleans, 
continue  labor  with  Habitat  for  Hu¬ 
manity  and  sponsor  a  hunger  meal 
for  their  church. 

The  Harvest  of  Hope  is  a  reli¬ 
gious  experience,  a  fellowship  with 
other  church  members  and  a  service 
to  others.  Courtney  Thomas  of  Pin¬ 
eville,  a  Mer  Rouge  participant, 
said  “Harvest  of  Hope  has  brought 
me  closer  to  Christ.” 


village  where  there  is  no  electricity 
or  running  water  in  homes. 

Rev.  Tracy  MacKenzie,  associate 
..pastor  of  Henning  Memorial  UMC, 
Sulphur,  and  Rev.  Charles  Crews, 
pastor  Kinder-Squyres  Charge, 
along  with  adult  volunteers  directed 
teens  in  LAMP  (Local  Aid  Mission 
Project)  in  Kinder  this  summer. 

Teens  from  all  parts  of  the  state 
pledged  a  week  of  their  vacation  to 
do  mission  work  —  repairing, 
cleaning  and  painting  for  Kinder 
residents,  most  of  whom  are  elderly, 
disadvantaged  or  ill.  For  instance,  a 
wheelchair  ramp  was  built  for  a 
handicapped  woman  so  she  could 
wheel  herself  out  onto  her  porch. 

Helping  people 

“I  guess  I  didn’t  really  believe  it 
when  I  first  went  to  the  work 
camp,”  Lori  Gause  of  Sulphur  said. 
“But  there’s  something  really  good 
about  helping  other  people.” 

Part  of  each  project  is  spending 
time  with  the  person  who  gets  the 
help.  The  teens  were  housed  at  Us- 
kichitto  Retreat  Center. 

MacKenzie  said,  “The  work  does 
not  cure  any  major  problems”  but 
is  more  like  a  Band-Aid  approach. 
More  than  anything  it  reminds  the 
people  who  were  helped  that  some¬ 
one  cares.  We  can’t  really  fix  things 
exactly  the  way  they  should  be,  but 
we  can  touch  their  hearts.” 

Munholland  Maple 

Members  of  the  Senior  High 
youth  of  Munholland  UMC  in  Me¬ 
tairie  planted  the  “Munholland  Ma¬ 
ple”  at  the  Methodist  Children's 
Home  in  Tahlequah,  Oklahoma, 
Ramonalyn  Bethley  said.  This  re¬ 
placed  an  old  tree  they  removed. 

Other  projects  tackled  by  the  mis¬ 
sion  team  at  the  home  was  to  help 
with  building  a  dam,  removing  and 
stripping  walls  of  wallpaper,  arrang¬ 
ing  storage  areas  and  doing  lots  of 
yard  work. 


Mexico  mission 

The  Junior  High  United  UM 
Youth  from  St.  Luke-Simpson 
UMC  in  Lake  Charles  took  a  mis¬ 
sion  trip  to  Rio  Bravo,  Mexico,  just 
south  of  McAllen,  Texas,  this  sum¬ 
mer.  There  they  spent  four  days 
nailing  planks  and  plywood  togeth¬ 
er  to  create  a  house  for  a  family. 

The  teens  and  three  adults  slept 
on  cots  and  in  sleeping  bags  in  the 
halls  of  a  church.  Each  day  they  got 
up  at  7  a.m.  and  left  for  a  nearby 


Junior  high  youth  from  Munholland  UMC  Metairie  took  a  mission 
trip  to  Pensacola  this  summer.  They  worked  at  the  Loaves  and  Fish¬ 
es  Soup  Kitchen  feeding  and  ministering  to  about  100  of  that  city's 
homeless.  FROM  LEFT,  are  |amie  Wathen,  Kevin  Kenny  MacMaster, 
Kevin  Mitternight  and  Donna  Larsen. 


In  the  photos  on  the  left,  Lizzy 
Waters  of  Shreveport  shows 
some  peaches  she  gleaned  at 
the  DeRidder  Harvest  of  Hope 
event.  Melissa  Rainey  and 
David  Kerdle  of  Lafayette 
unload  fruit  at  Beauregard 
Parish  Ministries  in  DeRidder. 
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Let's  cool  down  our  fiery  tongues 


As  the  political  campaign  season 
swings  into  high  gear,  expect  two 
things  from  the  lips  of  candidates  for 
public  office:  Lots  of  heat,  little  light. 

One  need  look  no  farther  than  the 
divisive,  uncompromising  rhetoric 
evoked  by  familiar  issues  on  politi¬ 
cal  agendas  nationwide:  abortion, 
euthanasia,  gun  control  and  sex  edu¬ 
cation,  to  list  just  a  few. 

When  religion  is  added  to  the 
mix,  speeches  really  ignite.  First  one 
proponent  and  then  another  would 
have  voters  believe  that  the  candi¬ 
date’s  stance  on  such  matters  is  the 
very  position  God  would  take  if 
God  were  running  for  public  office. 

However,  a  cooling  antidote  to 
blazing  rhetoric  comes  in  the  form 
of  a  recent  publication  by  the 
Washington-based  Pdople  for  the 
American  Way.  The  latter  calls  it¬ 
self  a  “300,000-member,  nonparti¬ 
san  constitutional  liberties 
organization.” 

As  with  all  special-interest 
groups.  People  for  the  American 
Way  has  its  own  political  agenda. 
However,  we  find  that  its  24-page 
booklet,  titled  “Twelve  Rules  for 
Mixing  Religion  and  Politics,”  can 
constructively  be  applied  across 
the  political  spectrum  (see  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  1 2  rules  at  right). 

Even  if  one  should  take  issue 
with  any  or  all  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  guidelines,  they  witness  to  a 
two-fold  reality  that  Christians 
should  recognize  as  being  rooted 
in  our  own  heritage. 

On  the  one  hand,  faith,  if  it  is  to 
have  meaning  and  relevance  in  the 
world  of  human  experience,  can’t  be 


Editorial 

" Religious  convictions 
. . .  should  not  be  used 
to  'club'  others  . . 

divorced  responsibly  from  politics 
or  from  any  endeavor  that  shapes 
our  world.  Jesus  himself  called  both 
Caesar’s  name  and  Pilate’s  bluff  in 
this  regard  (Mark  12:14-17  and 
Mark  15:2,  respectively). 

On  the  other  hand,  one’s  reli¬ 
gious  convictions,  as  the  final 
guideline  points  out,  should  not  be 
used  to  “club”  others,  figuratively 
or  literally,  in  politics  or  in  any 
other  realm. 

In  other  words,  religion  that 
hammers  life  rather  than  hallows 
it  may  be  pious  brutality,  but  it’s 
brutality  no  less.  Such  brutality 
begins  not  with  the  first  blow  but 
with  the  first  hateful  word. 

“The  tongue  is  a  fire!”  warns  the 
Scriptures  (James  3:6). 

Thus  we  find  in  People  for  the 
American  Way’s  guidelines  some 
tongue-taming  counsel  that  rings 
true  with  the  instruction  of  our  faith. 

In  fact,  whether  debating  issues 
in  the  public  arena  or  chatting  with 
friends,  the  guidelines  reinforce 
some  other  wise  words  offered  by 
Paul  to  the  church  at  Ephesus: 

"Let  no  evil  talk  come  out  of 
your  mouth,  but  only  such  as  is 
good  for  edifying,  as  fits  the  occa¬ 
sion,  that  it  may  impart  grace  to 
those  that  hear"  (Ephesians  4:29). 


“12  Rules  for  Mixing  Religion  and  Politics" 

By  People  for  the  American  Way 

1 .  Religious  doctrine  alone  is  not  an  acceptable  basis  for  government 
policy. 

2.  There  can  be  no  religious  test  for  public  office,  nor  religious  test  for 
participation  in  the  political  process. 

3.  Public  officials 
have  every  right  to  ex¬ 
press  their  private  piety 
and  no  right  at  all  to  use 
their  office  to  prosely¬ 
tize  others. 

4.  Government  has  a 
right  to  demand  that  reli¬ 
gious  institutions  comply 
with  reasonable  regula¬ 
tion  and  social  policy. 

5.  Religious  institu¬ 
tions  may  sometimes  co¬ 
operate  with  government 
in  programs  supporting 
the  common  good. 

6.  Government  institu¬ 
tions  must  show  neither 
official  approval  or  dis¬ 
approval  of  religion. 

7.  Political  discourse 
should  respect  religious 
differences. 

8.  Political  figures 
should  not  claim  to  represent  a  monolithic  religious  constituency,  and  the 
media  and  others  should  not  attribute  such  a  constituency  to  them. 

9.  It  is  legitimate  to  discuss  the  moral  dimension  of  public  issues. 

10.  Political  discussion  of  morality  is  best  applied  to  the  common  good, 
not  to  private  conduct. 

1 1 .  No  one  should  claim  or  suggest  that  they  speak  for  God  on  matters  of 
public  policy. 

1 2.  Religion  should  not  be  used  as  a  political  club. 

The  complete  text  of  "Twelve  Rules  for  Mixing  Religion  and  Politics" 
is  available  for  $ 6.95  from  People  for  the  American  Way,  2000  M  St. 
NW,  Suite  400.  Washington.  DC  20036. 


Southern  Illinois  hasn't  voted  on  proposal 


Pontius'  Puddle 


IT'S  A  thrill  to  GATHER  TO G-ETHEV.  EACH 
SOMDAY  PAORWlUGr  WITH  A  COIACAONITY  OE 
BEUEVER.S  WHO  SHLV.E  THE  NVOST  IfAVCRTAHT 
THING-  IN  ALL  OF  LIRE  '•  A  C.ONVNVON  FMTH. 


SMIPE,  SOMETIMES  T 
GET  SO  OVERWHELMED, 
X  WISH  THAT  X 
KNEW  THEIR.  NAtAES- 


Cairo  meeting  to  eye 
problems  as  old  as  Bible 


In  the  Aug.  12  article,  “Proposal 
may  cost  North  Central  a  bishop,’ 
you  say,  “Southern  Illinois,  howev¬ 
er,  is  ready  to  go  with  the  St.  Louis 
plan.”  Robert  Hollis  said  that  Bish¬ 
op  David  J.  Lawson  (Illinois  Area) 
and  the  Southern  Illinois  Cabinet 
desire  “to  move  ahead  with  discus¬ 
sions  with  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.” 

The  Southern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference  has  never  discussed  or 
debated  or  voted  on  the  matter.  No¬ 
body,  at  this  point,  knows  whether 
the  members  of  the  Southern  Illi¬ 
nois  Annual  Conference  will  go 
along  with  the  St.  Louis  plan  or  not. 

Earl  R.  Black 
Marion,  Illinois 

Editor's  note:  Mr.  Black  is  correct. 
We  regret  the  error. 

I  was  disturbed 

I  was  disturbed  by  Thomas  S. 
McAnally’s  coverage  of  the  Good 
News  Summer  Celebration  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  12).  I  was  present  for 
the  whole  event,  and  I  heard  Jesus 
mentioned  at  least  20  times  for  ev¬ 
ery  mention  of  Sophia. 

The  Summer  Celebration  glori¬ 
fied  Jesus  and  our  faith  in  him.  By 
focusing  on  the  one  issue  of  Sophia, 
United  Methodist  News  Service 
misrepresented  what  happened. 

Robert  L.  Kuyper 
Bakersfield,  California 


What  is  God's  truth? 

In  your  Aug.  12  editorial,  “Loving 
God  with  our  minds,”  you  speak  of 

. .  a  world  that  desperately  needs  to 
hear  God’s  truth 

You  are  correct  to  say  that  the 
world  desperately  needs  to  hear 
God’s  truth,  but  what  is  God’s 
truth? 

How  do  you  find  God’s  truth? 
How  do  you  know  when  you  have 
God’s  truth?  Does  anyone  ever  re¬ 
ceive  God’s  truth  for  sure?  Does 
2,000  years  of  human  thought — 
philosophy,  science,  biblical  and  re¬ 
ligious  criticism — have  anything  to 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

do  with  God’s  truth? 

Many  people  jump  at  what  they 
think  is  God’s  truth.  In  the  process 
they  hurt  a  lot  of  people.  Perhaps  it 
is  time,  as  your  editorial  seems  to 
suggest,  for  churches  to  devote  a  lot 
of  thought  to  exactly  what  is  God’s 
truth. 

James  J.  Billings 
Del  Rio,  Texas 

Definite  value 

I  want  to  comment  on  the  Aug.  5 
letter  by  Dorothy  Taylor  in  which 
she  disagreed  with  the  Reporter’s 
positive  review  of  The  Lion  King. 

In  a  recent  sermon  I  used  an  illus¬ 
tration  that  came  from  the  movie. 
In  the  sermon  I  also  referred  to  the 
movie  as  “enchanting,  entertaining, 
and  having  definite  social  value.” 

The  awakening  experienced  by 
the  young  lion  Simba  is  very  mov¬ 
ing.  The  words  spoken  by  the  sha¬ 
man  or  wise  man  who  stirs  the 
thinking  of  Simba  are  like  the 
thoughts  that  stirred  the  Prodigal 
Son  as  he  wandered  in  the  far  coun¬ 
try:  “Have  you  forgotten  who  you 
are?  Be  true  to  the  king  that  is  in¬ 
side  you!” 

There  were  some  instances  of  vio¬ 
lence  in  the  movie  but  hardly  any¬ 


thing  more  than  children  see  when  a 
cat  catches  a  mouse  or  a  bird  and 
devours  it.  These,  along  with  other 
aspects  of  life  and  living,  always 
need  to  be  discussed  with  young 
children.  The  world  we  live  in  is  not 
all  sweetness  and  light.  People  do 
argue  and  fuss.  Death  and  suffering 
are  a  part  of  living. 

I  don’t  like  the  negative  aspects  of 
life  any  more  than  anyone  else  but 
they  are  here  with  us.  I  try  always  to 
concentrate  on  the  redemptive  side 
of  living.  It  was  wonderful  at  the 
end  to  see  Simba  as  head  of  the 
“pride.”  Back  where  he  belonged! 

Clarence  McCall,  Jr. 

Madisonville,  Tennessee 

We'll  be  there 

Poor  Betty  Chen  (see  UMR,  Aug. 
12).  It  seems  that  she  gets  “as  mad 
as  a  hornet”  each  week  as  she  reads 
the  “liberal”  reporting  of  church 
events  in  the  Reporter. 

However,  I  doubt  that  Mrs.  Chen 
gets  “as  mad  as  a  hornet”  when 
United  Methodist  liberals  sing  in 
her  church’s  choir,  or  cut  the  church 
lawn,  or  drive  the  youth  to  camp,  or 
paint  the  parsonage  for  a  new  pas¬ 
tor,  or  take  a  meal  to  a  shut-in,  or 
mind  the  grill  at  the  church  barbe¬ 
cue.  The  truth  is,  there  are  liberal 
United  Methodists  and  what  we  do 
should  be  reported  in  the  Reporter. 

When  you  ask  for  materials  for 
flood  victims,  or  volunteers  for  spe¬ 
cial  music,  or  vacation  Bible  school 


teachers,  we  liberals  will  be  there 
for  you,  Mrs.  Chen.  And  I  hope  the 
Reporter  will  keep  reporting  it. 

Tim  Black 
Kewanee,  Illinois 

Pray  for  Cairo  meeting 

The  U.N.  Conference  on  Popula¬ 
tion  and  Development  scheduled 
Sept.  5-13  in  Cairo,  Egypt  will  ad¬ 
dress  the  second  most  important 
dynamic  at  this  stage  of  history — 
overpopulation. 

All  Christians  should  be  praying 
for  the  successful  cessation  of  our 
collective  bent  to  outrageously 
overpopulate  the  world. 

Walter  K.  Waymeyer 
La  Veme,  California 


Editor's  note:  See  related  com¬ 
mentary  elsewhere  on  this  page. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275, 
or  fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“I  press  on  toward  the  goal  for 
the  prize  of  the  upward  call  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus.”  (NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Joshua  1:9) 


Readings  for  week  of  Sept  4 
Sunday:  Psalms  124 
Monday:  Psalms  125 
Tuesday:  Proverbs  22: 1-2,  8-9 
Wednesday:  Proverbs  22:22-23 
Thursday:  James  2:1-10 
Friday:  James  2: 1 4- 1 7 
Saturday:  Mark  7:24-37 


By  IAYDEE  HANSON  and 
)ANE  HULL  HARVEY 

Population  problems  are  as  old  as 
the  Bible. 

Some  of  the  earliest  conflicts  re¬ 
corded  in  Genesis  center  on  how  to 
share  resources  in  the  face  of  in¬ 
creasing  human  populations  and 
their  possessions. 

The  story  of  Cain  and  Abel,  whose 
names  are  Hebrew  puns  for  “Acqui¬ 
sition”  and  “Non-acquisition”  re¬ 
spectively,  sets  the  stage  for  later 
stories  of  how  humans  failed  to  use 
the  gift  of  “dominion.”  By  Genesis  7, 
God  is  sorry  to  have  made  humans. 

After  the  great  flood,  humans 
quickly  increased  their  number.  Soon 
Abram  and  his  nephew,  Lot,  separate 
because  the  land  could  not  support 
both  of  them  living  together  (Genesis 
1 3:6-7).  Still,  Abram  is  promised  de¬ 
scendants  too  numerous  to  count  and 
the  lands  of  other  peoples  in  which  to 
live  (Genesis  1 5). 

Only  two  generations  later,  Jacob 
and  Esau  separate  when  their  pos¬ 
sessions  again  become  too  numer¬ 
ous  for  the  land  to  support  both  of 
them  (Genesis  36:7). 

No  simple  matter 

Today’s  population  problems 
can’t  be  solved  by  simply  moving  to 
other  places  or  by  taking  over  the 
lands  of  other  peoples.  Further¬ 
more,  they  will  not  be  solved  by 
bogging  down  the  U.N.  Conference 
on  Population  and  Development  in 
a  debate  over  abortion,  as  some 
want  to  do. 

The  more  moderate  estimates  of 
population  growth  suggest  that  the 
world’s  population  will  double  by 
the  middle  of  the  next  century  and 
could  triple  by  2 1 00.  Already,  pop¬ 
ulation  growth  strains  the  ability  of 
the  earth  to  provide  for  existing 
populations. 

Rwanda,  with  one  of  the  fastest 
growing  populations,  experienced 
civil  war,  due  in  part  to  conflicts 
over  limited  land. 

Haiti,  with  the  highest  population 
growth  rates  in  the  Western  Hemi¬ 
sphere,  saw  its  tropical  forests  disap¬ 
pear  as  an  ever  poorer  population 
turned  to  charcoal  production  as  a 
way  to  make  a  little  money  to  survive. 

California,  for  decades  the  fastest 
growing  state  in  the  United  States, 
is  embroiled  in  controversies  over 
air  pollution,  where  to  dispose  of 
hazardous  waste,  who  gets  limited 
water  and  whether  to  allow  contin¬ 
ued  immigration. 

Explosive  population  growth 
could  lead  to  more  wars,  more  de¬ 
struction  of  the  environment,  in¬ 
creased  migration  and  an  inability 
to  provide  sufficient  food  and  water 
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for  poor  people. 

Even  with  moderate  population 
growth,  an  explosive  growth  in  the 
consumption  of  resources  could 
have  many  of  the  same  effects. 

The  United  States,  which  ac¬ 
counts  for  only  5  percent  of  the 
world’s  population,  uses  25  percent 
of  the  world’s  energy  resources. 
Clearly,  everyone  in  the  world  can 
not  use  energy  at  a  U.S.  rate.  In¬ 
deed,  equity  suggests  that  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  will  have  to  use  energy 
more  efficiently  so  that  very  poor 
nations  can  develop  without  further 
polluting  the  air. 

Various  studies  show  that  once  a 
family's  income  increases  to  about 
$1,000  a  year,  many  fewer  children 
are  born.  Improvements  in  basic 
health,  literacy  and  the  status  of  wom¬ 
en  in  a  country  are  among  the  changes 
most  likely  to  reduce  poverty. 

Moral  reasons 

The  United  Methodist’s  highest  leg¬ 
islative  body,  the  General  Conference, 
reminds  us  to  “keep  before  people  the 
moral  reasons  ...  to  be  concerned 
with  the  population  problem.  Our 
goal  in  history  is  that  everyone  may 
have  the  conditions  of  existence  nec¬ 
essary  for  the  fulfillment  of  God’s  in¬ 
tentions  of  humanity.” 

As  Christians,  we  should  remember 
that  one  of  our  Messiah’s  names  is 
Redeemer.  We  can  use  our  talents  as 
people  and  as  a  nation: 

■  To  support  the  overall  objectives 
of  the  U.N.  Conference  on  Popula¬ 
tion  and  Development; 

■  To  insist  that  the  long-term  de¬ 
velopment  needs  of  women  come 
first;  and 

■  To  insist  that  the  conference  not 
be  held  hostage  to  abortion  politics. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  is 
one  of  five  U.S.  religious  publica¬ 
tions  sharing  in  a  $100,000  grant 
from  the  Pew  Charitable  Trusts  to 
produce  special  editions  on  the  glob¬ 
al  stewardship  issues  of  the  U.N. 
Conference  on  Population  and  De¬ 
velopment.  Look  for  this  special  re¬ 
port  in  a  future  issue. 
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Hungry  mothers  eat 
cooked  food  from  a 
feeding  center  in 
Port-au-Prince,  Haiti. 
Overpopulation, 
starvation  and  devel¬ 
opment  problems  of 
Haiti  are  examples  of 
the  kinds  of  issues 
that  will  be  discussed 
at  the  coming  U.N. 
Conference  on  Popu¬ 
lation  and  Develop¬ 
ment  in  Cairo,  Egypt 
(see  related  commen¬ 
tary  above). 
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Duke  University 

THE  DIVINITY  SCHOOL 

Duke  Divinity  School  seeks  to  make  faculty  ap¬ 
pointments  in  pastoral  care,  homiletics,  and  Chris¬ 
tian  education  to  be  effective  for  September,  1995. 
These  may  be  either  tenure-track  or  tenured;  rank  and 
salary  will  be  set  according  to  qualifications  and  ex¬ 
perience.  Experience  in  ministry,  a  graduate  theologi¬ 
cal  degree,  and  a  Ph.D.  in  an  appropriate  field  are 
requisite.  Women  and  ethnic  minority  candidates  are 
encouraged  to  apply. 

Consideration  of  recent  recipients  of  a  doctorate 
will  be  aided  if  the  submitted  materials  include  an 
official  transcript  for  the  highest  degree  held  and  three 
letters  of  reference.  Nominations  and  applications 
should  be  sent  by  October  1  to: 

Ms.  Kimberly  Pair,  Office  of  the  Dean,  Duke  University  Divinity 
School,  Box  90968,  Durham,  NC  27708-0968 


Faith  in  the  world 


Faith  .  . 
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YOUTHFUL  CONCERN:  Haiti’s  exiled 

president  recently  took  a  few  minutes  to  meet 
with  a  group  of  young  United  Methodist  lead¬ 
ers — and  enjoyed  himself  so  much  he  extend¬ 
ed  the  length  of  the  occasion.  Fourteen 
members  of  the  denomination’s  National 
Youth  Ministry  Organization  (NYMO)  steer¬ 
ing  committee,  along  with  the  Rev.  Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett,  head  of  the  church’s  social 
advocacy  agency,  met  with  Jean-Bertrand  Aris¬ 
tide  during  their  meeting  in  Washington.  The 
exiled  Haitian  leader  told  them  that  although 
racism  is  a  legacy  in  his  country  as  well  as  in 
theirs,  people  their  age  will  have  opportunities 
to  bring  change. 

ASSISTING  DETAINEES:  An  advocacy 

group  working  for  refugees  from  a  Chinese  ship 
who  remain  in  detention  in  U.S.  jails  is  seeking 
individuals  to  support  each  case.  The  People  of 
the  Golden  Vision  is  sponsoring  the  “Guard¬ 
ian  Angel”  project.  The  Rev.  Joan  Maruskin, 
pastor  of  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Yoe,  Pa.,  is  the  group’s  coordinator.  The  Gold¬ 
en  Venture,  a  ship  smuggling  Chinese  immi¬ 
grants  into  the  United  States,  ran  aground  in 
the  New  York  area  in  June  1993.  Of  those  pas¬ 
sengers,  219  still  remain  in  detention  centers 
in  York,  Pa.;  New  York;  Winchester,  Va.;  Bay 
St.  Louis,  Mich.;  and  New  Orleans,  awaiting 
deportation. 

MEDICAL  TEAM  SENT:  The  first  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  medical  team  to  be  sent  to  refugee 
camps  in  Zaire  was  expected  to  arrive  in  Africa 
Aug.  28.  Organized  by  the  mission  personnel 
department,  United  Methodist  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries,  the  team  represents  the  start  of  a 
two-year  commitment  to  assist  refugees  who 
have  fled  conflicts  in  Rwanda  and  Burundi, 
according  to  the  Rev.  John  McCullough,  the 
department’s  chief  executive.  He  estimated  the 
board  may  dispatch  as  many  as  800  volunteers 
to  the  refugee  camps  within  the  next  year.  Fu¬ 
ture  teams— which  may  include  clergy — will 
emphasize  medical  care,  services  to  children 
and  conflict  resolution  among  ethnic  factions. 

EXECS  MEET  YOUTHS:  Elinor  Barnes 

and  F.  Lloyd  Rollins,  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  executives,  report  “heart¬ 
warming  experiences”  following  their  recent 
meeting  with  1,971  youths  in  the  former  Yugo¬ 
slavia  who  have  registered  at  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist-sponsored  Youth  House  in  Zenica.  Gifts 
to  assist  persons  in  the  former  Yugoslavia  can 
be  made  to  Advance  No.  333350-1. 

'QUAKE  KIDS'  TOPS:  Nathanial  Dun¬ 
lap,  whose  family  attends  Northridge  (Calif.) 
United  Method¬ 
ist  Church, 
pitched  his 
Northridge  Little 
League  baseball 
team  to  the  U.S. 

Championship 
with  his  one-hit¬ 
ter  against 
Springfield,  Va., 

Aug.  25.  The 
win  put  the  team  into  the  Little  League  World 
Series  finals  against  Venezuela  Aug.  27.  The 
team  was  dubbed  "Quake  Kids”  by  the  media 
because  Northridge  was  the  epicenter  of  a  ma¬ 
jor  earthquake  last  January.  Nathanial  Dunlap, 
whose  fast  ball  reportedly  has  been  clocked  at 
74-miles-per-hour,  was  not  expected  to  pitch  in 
the  finals.  Under  Little  League  rules,  a  pitcher 
can’t  pitch  two  consecutive  games.  The  out¬ 
come  of  the  game  with  Venezuela  was  not 
known  at  press  time  because  a  rainstorm  de¬ 
layed  the  game. 


Churches  test 
'discernment' 
to  decide  issues 


\  Making  decisions  in  the  church 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

Robert's  Rules  of  Order  has 
been  a  trusted  friend  to  guide 
church  meetings  for  perhaps  as 
long  as  the  famous  rules  of  par¬ 
liamentary  procedure  have  been 
around. 

But  some  church  leaders,  con¬ 
cerned  that  Robert's  often  leads 
to  winners  and  losers,  are  turning 
to  a  consensus  model  based  on 
the  historic  Quaker  practice  of 
quiet  discernment.  These  leaders 
say  that  this  model  could  end 
what  they  call  adversity  and  hos¬ 
tility  at  church  meetings. 

The  Rev.  Danny  E.  Morris,  di¬ 
rector  of  Developing  Ministries 
at  The  Upper  Room  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  contends  that  we  have  gone 
about  as  far  as  we  can  by  using 
the  “adversarial  system”  of  Rob¬ 
ert  s  Rules  of  Order. 

Why  the  change? 

In  an  outline  called  “A  Dis¬ 
cernment  and  Consensus  Deci¬ 
sion-Making  Model”  Mr.  Morris 
writes,  “It  would  be  absurd  to 
suggest  that  the  church  not  use 
the  'Rules’  in  decision-making. 
But  it  is  just  as  absurd  for  the 
church  to  use  only  the  ‘Rules,’ 
since  they  provide  only  an  adver¬ 
sarial  system  for  arbitrating  be¬ 
tween  opposing  points  of  view.” 

Spiritual  discernment  and  con¬ 
sensus  are  principles  the  Quakers, 
known  formally  as  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends,  have  used  for 
more  than  300  years. 

According  to  Mr.  Morris, 


“Quakers  learned  their  method  by 
seeking  to  listen  to  God,  although 
they  would  be  more  prone  to  use 
the  term  'sense  of  meeting’  rather 
than  the  word  ’consensus.’  ” 

Convinced  that  the  spiritual  dis¬ 
cernment  and  consensus  model  is 
the  way  church  meetings  need  to 
be  run,  Mr.  Morris  has  established 
a  network  of  16  congregations 
(mostly  United  Methodists)  that 
have  committed  themselves  to  this 
model.  He  promotes  the  model 
through  a  newsletter  called  Rais¬ 
ing  Prayer  To  A  Lifestyle,  distrib¬ 
uted  through  the  program  section 
of  The  Upper  Room,  a  division 
of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Leaders  listen 

Here’s  how  this  model  works 
in  a  meeting  of,  say,  a  local 
church’s  administrative  board  or 
council  on  ministries: 

A  “spiritual  guide”  or  facilitator 
leads  the  meeting.  This  requires  a 
person  capable  of  listening  with 
sensitivity  and  care,  someone  who 
is  not  out  to  promote  a  personal 
agenda. 

“Minutes”— as  the  record  of  the 
meeting— are  singular.  In  the 
course  of  a  meeting  when  the  pre- 
sider  has  heard  the  discussion,  the 
presider  “makes  a  minute"  sum¬ 
marizing  the  action  to  be  taken. 

The  group  reflects  on  the  min¬ 
ute,  discusses  it  and,  with  the 
guidance  of  the  presider,  comes  to 
consensus.  The  mjnute  is  recorded 
as  the  decision  of  the  group. 

Any  dissent  is  noted  and  re¬ 


corded  as  the  action  of  the  meet¬ 
ing.  Not  everyone  needs  to  agree 
with  the  group’s  decision  but 
must  feel  good  enough  about  the 
consensus  not  to  oppose  it. 

The  pastor  is  key 

For  the  spiritual  discernment 
model  to  work,  Mr.  Morris  em¬ 
phatically  believes  that  the  pastor 
is  key.  He  says  that  there  is  little 
hope  for  reshaping  a  congregation 
into  a  spiritual  discernment 
church  “without  the  consent  and 
leadership  of  the  pastor.” 

Mr.  Morris  says  a  church  can 
begin  this  model  with  a  prayerful 
beginning.  He  instructs,  "Begin 
with  one  or  two  (people)  who  will 
take  seriously  the  quiet  ministry 
of  intercession  for  the  congrega¬ 
tion.”  In  other  words,  the 
church’s  leaders  will  pray  about 
their  congregation  and  its  minis¬ 


try.  The  model  grows  as  the  pas¬ 
tor  introduces  it  to  group  after 
group  within  congregation. 

Does  it  work? 

Retired  Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job 
directs  the  International  Center  for 
Christian  Spirituality,  a  ministry  of 
The  Upper  Room.  Bishop  Job  be¬ 
lieves  the  time  is  right  for  Chris¬ 
tians  to  move  toward  a  discernment 
model  of  decision-making. 

He  contends,  “The  church  is 
ripe  to  become  a  listening  church. 
People  are  eager  to  listen  to  the 
Spirit.  There  is  good  reason  to  lis¬ 
ten  to  God  today,  in  light  of  the 
collapse  of  culture  and  values  we 
hold  dear  and  the  struggles  of  the 
church  to  effectively  witness.  Peo¬ 
ple  want  to  hear  an  authoritative 
word  from  God.” 

The  Rev.  David  McIntyre  of  St. 
Paul  United  Methodist  Church  in 


Mt.  Juliet.  Tenn.,  says  that  the 
spiritual  discernment  model  works 
for  his  congregation.  He  testifies 
that  upon  completion  of  a  meeting 
using  this  style,  “a  50-page  report 
with  specific  proposals  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  consensus  in  less  than 
20  minutes  with  great  joy,  without 
conflict  and  divisiveness.” 

Sally  J.  Honer,  chairwoman  of 
the  staff-parish  relations  commit¬ 
tee  of  North  Hills  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
said,  “Although  we  have  a  lot  to 
learn  about  the  discernment  way, 
we  are  experiencing  good  results 
churchwide  and  plan  to  adopt  it 
as  our  decision-making  process.” 

For  more  information  about 
the  Spiritual  Discernment  Net¬ 
work,  contact  the  Rev.  Danny  E. 
Morris,  P.O.  Box  189.  Nashville, 
TN  37202  or  cal!  (615)  340-7232. 


HAVANA,  Cuba— A  Louisiana  United  Methodist  pastor  com¬ 
forts  a  Cuban  child  awaiting  heart  surgery  during  a  previous 
trip.  Another  Louisiana  contingent  fears  Cuba's  new  ban  on 
evangelicals  may  force  them  to  cancel  a  similar  trip  planned 
for  November. 


UMC  eyes  effect  of  ban 

on  evangelicals  in  Cuba 


Louisiana 
pastors  fear 
trip  at  risk 

A  dozen  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  are  concerned  that 
the  economic  embargo  against 
Cuba  will  prevent  their  upcom¬ 
ing  mission  trip  there. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Howe, 
pastor  of  Cornerstone  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  told  the  Reporter  that  12 
clergy  and  laity  from  Louisiana 
have  visas  to  visit  Cuba  in  No¬ 
vember  at  the  invitation  of  Cu¬ 
ban  Methodist  Bishop  Joel  Ajo. 

They’ll  visit,  that  is,  if  there 
are  no  travel  restrictions. 

“It  is  our  hope  to  go  to  Cuba  to 
teach  a  pastors’  school  and  to 
present  ideas  on  creating  a  vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  school,”  said  Mr. 
Howe. 

“I  hope  that  our  government 
has  thought  this  [new  policy]  out 
clearly.  This  is  a  chance  to  make 


friends  with  the  Cuban  people. 
It’s  important  that  the  people  see 
that  we  aren't  their  enemies." 

The  church's  Louisiana  Annu¬ 


al  Conference  has  supplied  medi¬ 
cine,  copy  machines  and  bicycles 
for  Cuban  pastors. 

— DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists’  ministries 
in  Cuba  have  become  unexpect¬ 
edly  caught  in  the  middle  of  ten¬ 
sions  between  policies  of 
President  Clinton  and  those  of 
Cuban  President  Fidel  Castro. 

President  Clinton  recently  an¬ 
nounced  that  refugees  fleeing 
Cuba  wouldn’t  be  allowed  to  en¬ 
ter  the  U.S.  but  would  be  sent  to 
a  camp  at  the  U.S.  Navy  base  at 
Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba. 

Subsequently  President  Castro 
banned  all  evangelical  groups 
from  working  in  the  island  na¬ 
tion  90  miles  south  of  Florida 
(see  related  story  at  right). 

“The  news  I  have  from  church 
leaders  in  Cuba  is  that  they  don’t 
think  mainline  religious  groups  will 
be  affected,"  said  Donald  Reasoner 
of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  Latin 
American/Caribbean  office. 


As  Mr.  Reasoner  assessed  this 
latest  U.S./Cuba  crisis,  he  ex¬ 
plained  that  it  comes  at  a  time  of 
dramatic  public  Christian  wit¬ 
ness  in  Cuba: 

■  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  Philip  Wingeier-Rayo  has 
completed  a  three-year  stint  at 
the  Punta  Brava  Methodist 
Church  just  east  of  Havana  and 
has  asked  to  return  in  January 
1995. 

He  and  his  wife,  Diana,  are  at 
the  United  Methodist  Mission 
Resource  Center  in  Atlanta 
where  she  is  training  to  become 
commissioned  as  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary. 

■  The  Global  Ministries  board 
has  arranged  for  a  new  mission¬ 
ary  intern  to  work  in  Cuba. 

■  A  theology  professor  has 
been  appointed  to  work  in  the  ec¬ 
umenical  seminary  in  Mantanza, 
70  miles  east  of  Havana. 


UMCOR  head:  Burundi  will  go  like  Rwanda 


Top  missions  staff  heads  to  Africa 

In  an  unprecedented  response,  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  is  deploying  at  least  four  of  its  top  international  staff  to 
Africa.  General  secretary  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent  is  expected  to  lead  a 
team  to  Uvira  and  Goma,  Zaire,  Sept.  2-7,  to  assess  United  Methodist  relief 
efforts.  This  team  will  also  travel  to  Burundi  to  begin  new  refugee  ministries 
there. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodism’s  top  relief  of¬ 
ficial  says  the  Central  African  coun¬ 
try  of  Burundi  will  be  just  like 
Rwanda  unless  Burundi’s  interim 
government  can  bring  calm  to  the 
country. 

So  says  the  Rev.  Kenneth  R.  Lut- 
gen,  chief  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

He  was  part  of  a  delegation  from 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  that  visited  seven 
refugee  camps  on  the  northern  bor¬ 
der  of  Zaire,  Aug.  6-11  (see  UMR, 
Aug.  26).  The  group  also  visited  ref¬ 
ugees  living  in  emergency  shelters 
in  Burundi. 

While  the  world  watches  Rwanda 
pick  up  the  pieces  of  a  broken  coun¬ 


try,  the  international  community 
doesn’t  realize  how  much  Burundi 
is  being  torn  apart,  says  Dr.  Lutgen. 

Last  month,  Burundi’s  interim 
government  rejected  a  proposal  by 
the  United  Nations  to  calm  rising 
tensions  between  that  country’s 
Hutu  majority  and  the  Tutsi  minor¬ 
ity  with  a  peace-keeping  force. 

In  addition,  the  Burundi  military 
reportedly  has  no  relief  plan  in 
place  to  assist  some  500,000  Burun¬ 
di  and  Rwanda  refugees  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  country. 

“It’s  just  like  going  to  hell,”  Dr. 
Lutgen  told  the  Reporter.  “I  can’t 
imagine  anything  worse. 

“In  some  displacement  centers 
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we  saw  people  with  nothing — no 
food,  no  medicine,  no  blankets.  We 
were  told  that  there  are  450,000 
people  living  like  that  all  through 
Burundi. 

“Our  church  has  to  do  something. 
We  can’t  lose  a  whole  generation  of 
Africans.” 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Felton 
E.  May  (Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Area) 
agreed  with  Dr.  Lutgen’s  assessment. 

“TV  is  a  fooler  . . .  Goma  is  worse 
than  I  ever  imagined,”  said  the  bish¬ 
op  immediately  after  the  team’s  visit. 

Bishop  May  said  fighting  is  erupt¬ 
ing  around  food  distribution  sites. 
He  predicted  that  more  will  occur 
from  the  "spontaneous  combustion" 
of  a  million  people  “rubbing  against 
each  other  without  law.” 

The  team  of  African  and  Ameri¬ 
can  United  Methodists  was  so  con¬ 
cerned  for  the  needs  of  the  people 
that  they  stopped  to  buy  a  container 
of  clothes  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  for 


needy  refugees. 

Even  though  they  traveled  under 
diplomatic  immunity,  team  mem¬ 
bers  were  just  one  step  ahead  of 
danger  during  the  trip  to  Burundi. 

At  one  small  church  in  the  hills, 
team  members  learned  of  a  planned 
coup  attempt  down  in  the  capital  city 
of  Bujumbura.  The  city  virtually  shut 
down  as  a  result.  To  avoid  this  crisis, 
the  team  crossed  the  Burundi  border 
and  went  to  Bukavu,  Zaire. 

On  their  return  to  Burundi,  how¬ 
ever,  they  had  a  message  from  the 
U.S.  embassy  liaison  telling  them  to 
stay  in  their  hotel  because  of  sporadic 
grenade  attacks  outside  the  city. 

The  sudden  uprising  caused  the 
team  to  change  its  base  from  Burundi 
to  Nairobi. 

On  a  brighter  note,  the  team  ac¬ 
companied  Burundi’s  Bishop  J.  Al¬ 
fred  Ndoricimpa  to  a  church  he 
hadn’t  been  able  to  get  to  in  several 
months.  The  bishop  has  been  in  ex¬ 
ile  in  a  neighboring  African  country 
because  of  threats  on  his  life  by  a  ri¬ 
val  tribal  group. 

“Bishop  Ndoricimpa  gave  that 
church  a  powerful  witness  for  rec¬ 
onciliation  and  peace,”  said  Bishop 
May. 

Associate  Editor  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
contributed  to  this  report. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

-connections 

AFRICA  UNIVERSITY:  A  Nashville 

woman  with  experience  in  church-related  higher 
education  has  joined  the  U.S.-based  staff  of 
United  Methodist  related-Affica  University,  the 
denomination’s  first  four-year  college  on  the 
African  continent.  Glorianna  McClain,  who  for 
1 8  years  served  was  secretary  and  then  fund 
officer  for  the  United  Methodist  Black  College 
Fund,  is  executive  assistant  to  Jim  Salley,  the 
university’s  assistant  vice  chancellor  for  devel¬ 
opment. 

LIBERIA  SEEDS:  Responding  to  a  plea  by 
Bishop  Arthur  F.  Kulah  (Liberia  Area),  the 
Rev.  Michel  Kavaklin-D'Annecy,  associate  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Altus, 
Okla.,  has  initiated  a  “Liberia  Seeds:  How  to 
Respond  to  God's  Children's  Needs”  project 
(see  UMR.  June  10).  Members  of  First  Church 
donated  more  than  $565  during  July,  enabling 
Mr.  D’ Annecy  to  purchase  130  pounds  of  fruit 
and  vegetable  seeds  to  ship  to  Liberia.  Mr. 
D’Annecy  challenged  every  other  church  in  the 
United  Methodist  Oklahoma  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  to  follow  his  church’s  example. 

GROUNDBREAKING:  The  West  Ohio 
Annual  Conference  and  the  United  Methodist 
Children's  Home  broke  ground  this  summer  for 
the  16,000-square-foot  West  Ohio  United 
Methodist  Conference  Center.  The  ceremony 
brought  about  200  people  to  the  southern  end 
of  the  home’s  property  in  Worthington,  where 
the  center  will  be  constructed  during  the  next 
year.  The  facility  will  house  office,  storage  and 
work  space  for  25  employees  and  will  accom¬ 
modate  up  to  1 50  people  for  meetings.  A  dedi¬ 
cation  service  has  been  set  for  Nov.  19,  1995. 

RWANDA  AID:  Among  the  479  congre¬ 
gations  of  the  Peninsula-Delaware  Annual 
Conference,  Union  United  Methodist  Church,  a 
100-member  church  in  Tylerton,  Md.,  gave 
$5,000  with  their  July  benevolence  remittance 
to  aid  the  people  of  Rwanda  through  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops’  appeal.  According  to  the  Rev. 
Edward  M.  Gladden,  pastor,  10  percent  of  the 
members’  tithe  goes  to  missions. 

YOUTHS  ELECT  TWO:  Recent  elec¬ 
tions  to  the  United  Methodist  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization:  Rebecca  Loudner  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  and  Sabrina  Hamilton  of  King¬ 
fisher,  Okla.,  to  the  Steering  Committee;  Mike 
Wright-Chapman,  diaconal  minister  with 
youths  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Arlington,  Texas,  to  the  national  NYMO  Proj¬ 
ect  Review  Committee.  The  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization  is  a  nationwide  network 
of  youths  and  adult  workers  with  youths. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ADVISOR:  Bethune- 

Cookman  College  President  Oswald  P.  Bron¬ 
son  Sr.  is  among  1 3  individuals  appointed  to 
President  Clinton’s  Board  of  Advisors  on  His¬ 
torically  Black  Colleges  and  Universities.  Dr. 
Bronson  is  the  only  Florida  college  president 
selected.  The  school  is  one  of  13  historically 
black  schools  related  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Recent  tax  status  change 
seen  as  benefit  for  clergy 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Recent  rumors  that  the  Inter¬ 
nal  Revenue  Service  is  targeting 
5,000  clergy  for  audits  of  1994 
tax  returns  aren’t  true,  according 
to  an  agency  spokesman. 

What  is  true,  however,  is  that 
clergy  of  all  denominations  have 
been. placed  by  the  IRS  in  a  spe¬ 
cial  category  that  is  intended  to 
ensure  uniform  compliance  with 
federal  tax  rules  and  consistent 
treatment  of  clergy  tax  returns  by 
IRS  field  agents. 

Earlier  this  summer,  a  pastor 
on  the  EcuNet  computer  service 
reported  that  American  Baptist 
clergy  had  been  cautioned  to 
have  “picture  perfect”  1994  tax 
returns.  The  caution  came  amid 
unattributed  reports  that  the  IRS 
planned  to  target  5,000  clergy  for 
audits  of  1 994  returns. 

An  IRS  spokesman  emphati¬ 
cally  denied  the  rumor. 

“We  have  no  idea  where  that 
information  came  from,  but  we 
have  no  plans  to  audit  5,000 
ministers,”  IRS  spokesman  Wil¬ 
son  Fadely  told  the  Reporter 
from  the  agency’s  Washington 
headquarters. 

The  confusion  may  stem  from 
a  year-old  IRS  classification  for 


"We  have  no  idea 
where  that  information 
came  from,  but  we 
have  no  plans  to  audit 
5,000  ministers." 

— IRS  spokesman 
Wilson  Fadely 

clergy  of  all  denominations. 
That’s  the  word  from  the  Rev. 
Frederick  H.  Leasure  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  who  keeps  close  tabs  on 
clergy  tax  issues. 

Mr.  Leasure,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  often  conducts  steward¬ 
ship  seminars  for  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

According  to  Mr.  Leasure,  cler¬ 
gy  are  now  in  an  IRS  category 
known  as  the  “Market  Segment 
Specialization  Program.” 

Mr.  Leasure  said  he  obtained 
his  information  from  a  former 
high-level  IRS  employee  now 
with  a  private  financial  firm. 

“Clergy  were  added  to  the 
market  specialization  program  in 
September  1993,”  Mr.  Leasure 
told  the  Reporter. 

“Their  status  in  the  program — 
which  includes  other  groups  such 


as  auto  dealers,  commercial  fish¬ 
ermen,  travel  agents,  musicians, 
etc. — was  updated  in  November 
1993. 

“My  sense  is  that  this  develop¬ 
ment  is  more  positive  than  nega¬ 
tive.  It  means  that  the  IRS  is 
trying  to  set  some  norms  for  de¬ 
ciding  clergy  tax  issues.  There 
will  be  some  audits,  but  they’ll  be 
intended  to  discover  how  the 
profession  works,  not  to  harass 
the  professionals.” 

Mr.  Leasure  said  the  former 
IRS  official  told  him  that  placing 
clergy  in  the  special  market  sta¬ 
tus  is  intended  to  enhance  com¬ 
pliance  in  filing  tax  returns 
accurately  and  to  ensure  consis¬ 
tent  nationwide  treatment  of 
clergy  on  tax  matters. 

“For  instance,  the  Memphis 
(Tenn.)  District  of  the  IRS  has 
had  a  burr  on  clergy  tax  issues, 
whereas  the  attitude  here  in  the 
Pittsburgh  District  is  ‘Who 
cares?’  ”  Mr.  Leasure  said. 

The  Memphis  District  of  the 
IRS  is  pursuing  several  tax  cases 
challenging  the  self-employed  tax 
status  of  United  Methodist  clergy 
in  Arkansas  and  North  Carolina. 

Information  on  whether  these 
cases  might  be  affected  by  the 
new  IRS  classification  of  clergy 
wasn’t  available. 


World  Methodist  youths  have 
hot  time  in  Hamburg,  Germany 


Compiled  from  news  reports 

HAMBURG,  Germany — It 
was  an  unlikely  place  for  world 
Methodist  youth  to  assemble — 
three  large  tents  at  a  horse-racing 
track — but  even  the  hottest  sum¬ 
mer  in  100  years  didn’t  thwart 
their  enthusiasm. 

Christ’s  declaration,  “See,  I 
make  all  things  new,”  (Revelation 
21:5  NRSV)  was  the  theme  for  the 
fifth  international  gathering  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  World  Methodist 
Council  and  hosted  by  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Germany. 

Most  of  the  750  youth  and 
young  adults  attending  had  their 
first  cross-cultural  experiences  in 
the  context  of  the  World  Christian 
community,  said  the  Rev.  Eddie 
Fox,  staff  executive  for  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  World  Evan¬ 
gelism  Committee.  The  partici¬ 
pants  represented  48  countries, 
with  the  largest  contingent  of  200 
coming  from  the  United  States. 


HAMBURG,  Germany — Mexi¬ 
can  delegate  Claudia  Aguilar 
carries  the  Christ  candle  into 
the  youth  conference. 

Conference  leaders  expressed  de¬ 
light  that,  for  the  first  time,  youth 
from  many  eastern  European 
countries  could  participate.  That 
joy  was  lessened  a  bit,  however,  by 


the  refusal  of  authorities  in  the 
German  Embassy  in  Nigeria  to  al¬ 
low  entry  of  1 3  Nigerian  delegates. 

When  German  United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  Walter  Klaiber  protested 
to  embassy  representatives  in  La¬ 
gos,  he  was  told  that  it  was  feared 
the  Nigerians  might  apply  for  asy¬ 
lum.  A  letter  of  protest,  signed  by 
360  participants  in  the  Internation¬ 
al  Christian  Youth  Conference 
(ICYQ,  was  sent  to  German  For¬ 
eign  Minister  Klaus  Kinkel. 

In  the  opening  ceremony,  Clau¬ 
dia  Aguilar  of  Mexico — site  of  the 
previous  conference — carried  the 
Christ  candle  used  in  the  1991 
gathering.  She  place  the  candle  in 
the  center  of  a  large  globe  of  the 
earth. 

Music,  a  strong  component  of 
the  conference  agenda,  featured 
Australian  singer  Trish  Watts, 
African  groups  and  an  ICYC 
band.  Participants  were  divided 
into  groups  for  devotions  and  Bi¬ 
ble  study. 
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PIEDMONT,  Ala. — The  Rev.  Kelly  Clem,  pastor  of  Goshen 
United  Methodist  Church,  and  her  husband,  the  Rev.  Dale 
Clem,  help  plant  a  tree  in  memory  of  their  4-year-old 
daughter,  Hannah,  and  others  who  died  in  the  March  27 
tornado  that  destroyed  the  church  (see  related  story  below). 
Mrs.  Clem  holds  their  surviving  daughter,  Sarah,  2. 


Tornado  can't  kill 
congregation's  spirit 


By  JAMES  H.  STEELE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

PIEDMONT,  Ala.— The 
Palm  Sunday  tornado  that 
killed  20  people  and  injured 
more  than  90  others  has  failed 
to  kill  the  spirit  of  Goshen 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Leaders  of  the  132-member 
congregation  whose  church 
building  was  destroyed  in  the 
March  27  storm  recently  an¬ 
nounced  plans  to  build  a  new 
sanctuary  about  a  quarter-mile 
south  of  the  former  structure. 

Tentative  plans  call  for  re¬ 
taining  the  old  location  as  a 
permanent  memorial  to  those 
who  died  shortly  after  11:30 
that  fateful  morning.  The  con¬ 
gregation  hopes  to  move  into 
the  new  building  by  Easter. 

Among  those  killed  was  4- 
year-old  Hannah  Clem,  older 
daughter  of  Goshen  pastor  the 
Rev.  Kelly  Clem  and  her  hus¬ 
band,  the  Rev.  Dale  Clem,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Wesley  Foundation 
at  nearby  Jacksonville  State 
University. 


Within  seconds  after  the 
tornado  touched  down,  the 
church  roof  caved  in,  trapping 
many  of  the  150  worshipers. 
Mrs.  Clem  sustained  minor  in¬ 
juries,  and  17  people,  includ¬ 
ing  Hannah,  died  at  the  scene. 

Three  others  died  later  at 
nearby  hospitals,  and  a  pass¬ 
ing  motorist  and  a  nearby  resi¬ 
dent  were  killed. 

Work  teams  from  several 
United  Methodist  churches 
have  come  to  this  northeast  Ala¬ 
bama  community  to  help  re¬ 
build  and  repair  homes  and 
property  damaged  in  the  twister. 

A  contingent  of  27  youth 
and  adult  volunteers  from 
Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Birmingham,  Ala., 
brought  an  8-foot  maple  tree 
to  be  planted  at  the  old  Go¬ 
shen  site  in  memory  of  Han¬ 
nah  and  the  other  victims  (see 
related  photo  above). 

In  an  interview,  Mrs.  Clem 
said  “we  continue  to  be  uplift¬ 
ed  by  the  prayers,  the  gifts  and 
the  response”  of  church  volun¬ 
teers  and  relief  organizations. 
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Tired  of  the  HUMP? 

The  solution—  15 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised 
roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  800-330-3622 


CLASSIFIED 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministry  for 
adult,  youth,  children,  and  handbdl  choirs.  The  posi¬ 
tion  is  immediately  available,  1 200-member  church  in 
a  university  community.  Send  resumes  to:  Hiram  John¬ 
son,  Fust  United  Methodist  Church,  Box  173.  Stephen- 
ville,  TX  76401.  Phone:  (817)  965-5046. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 
wanted  to  assume  responsibilities  for  established  youth 
program  at  2300-member  United  Methodist  church  in 
comm  uni  tv  adjacent  to  Columbia,  SC.  Send  resume  to: 
SPRC,  Union  UMC,  P.O.  Box  705,  Irmo,  SC  29063. 
(803)  781-3013. 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  AND  Fine  Arts 
for  a  3100-member  United  Methodist  Church.  Adult 
choir,  youth  and  children's  music  ministries,  handbells. 
Music  degree  and  experience  in  coordinating  a  diverse, 
large  church  music  program  required.  Salary  and  bene¬ 
fits  commensurate  with  experience.  Resume,  references 
to:  Dr.  Mark  Allen  Doty,  Fust  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  1 838,  Corpus  Christi,  TX  78403. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Full-time 
position.  Experienced  person  preferred  Contact  Eddie 
Kidd  Pastor,  East  Cross  UMC  (918)  3350810.  Bartles¬ 
ville,  OK  or  mail  resume  to:  820  SE  Madison  Blvd 
74006.  Membership  1500,  average  worship  attendance 
550  +  .  Support  of  this  ministry  is  excellent. 

GENERAL  COUNSEL  FOR  GENERAL  COUNCIL 

on  Finance  and  Administration,  United  Methodist 
Church.  At  least  seven  years  nonprofit  corporate  legal  ex- 
perience  mduding  employment,  contract  tax,  &  real  estate 
law.  Letters  of  application,  resumes.  &  three  references  ta 
Reger  F.  Kruse,  Manager,  Support  Service,  GCFA,  1200 
Davis  SL,  Evanston,  EL  60201 .  Deadline  September  16. 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  United  Methodist 
Church  of  600  with  strong  music  program;  adult, 
youth,  children,  handbell  choirs.  Other  program  respon¬ 
sibilities  negotiated.  Private  teaching  opportunities  like¬ 
ly.  Send  resume  and  references  ter.  Fust  United 
Methodist  Church,  906  Main  Street,  Savannah,  TN 
38372.  (901)925-3436. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  and  Organist/ 
Associate  Director,  Lake  Highlands  UMC,  Dallas,  TX 
Growing  1 700-member  congregation  with  a  tradition  of 
excellence  in  music  ministry.  Program  includes  2  adult 
choirs,  80-voice  youth  choir,  5  children's  choirs  and  3 
handbdl  choirs.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Richard  Dunagm, 
P.O.  Box  551389,  Dallas,  TX  75355-1389. 

WHEN  HOMOSEXUALITY  COMES  TO  church  is 

the  theme  of  the  current  issue  of  “Transforming  Con¬ 
gregations,"  a  quarterly  newsletter  which  skillfully /com¬ 
passionately  deals  with  those  struggling  with 
homosexuality.  For  a  sample  copy  and  subscription  in- 
formation  write:  Trinity  UMC,  724  Niles  Street,  Ba¬ 
kersfield,  CA  93305.  (805)  3250785. 

DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLES  MINISTRY.  Fust  UMC 

Winter  Park,  FL  seeks  qualified  person  to  begin  new 
singles  ministry.  MCE  or  MDiv  preferred  Experience 
in  singles  minikry  required  Salary  mid  to  upper  twen¬ 
ties.  Forward  resume:  Vance  Rains,  Box  819,  Winter 
Patk,  FL  32790  by  October  1 5. 

CHOIRMASTER/ORGANIST  FOR  A  university 
United  Methodist  church  of  approximately  700  mem¬ 
bers.  The  church  has  a  45-rank  Holtkamp  Tracker  or¬ 
gan  and  a  long  tradition  of  appreciation  for  the  finest  in 
choral  music  Salary  and  benefits  will  be  commensurate 
with  qualifications  and  experience,  but  the  total  pack¬ 
age  win  not  exceed  S3 1.000  plus  pension  benefit  Mov¬ 
ing  expenses  win  be  negotiated.  Staid  resume  to:  Music 
Search  Committee,  Saint  John's  United  Methodist 
Church,  1501  University,  Lubbock,  TX  79401. 

1/4  TIME  ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  of  Planned  Giv¬ 

ing.  Must  know  Missouri,  willing  to  travel  computer, 
estate  planning  and  investment  experience  hdpfuL 
Cover  letter,  resume  and  references  to:  UMR,  Box 
660275.  Dept  MF.  Dallas,  TX  752660275. 

PEACHTREE  CITY  UMC  SEEKS  FULL-TIME  Mu¬ 

sic  Minister  for  1500+  member  church.  Personal 
faith,  people  skills  important  Minimum  requirements: 
music  degree,  two  years  church  experience.  Resume: 
Nancy  Snyder,  400  Windgate  Rd,  Peachtree  City,  GA 
30269,  or  fax  to  (404)  63 1  -0227. 

PART-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for 

growing  young  church.  $400  monthly.  Please  contact 
Mary  (512)  244-2175  for  a  iob  description  and  applica¬ 
tion.  Sl  Philip’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Round 
Rock,  TX. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  University  UMC 
2409  Guadalupe,  Austin,  TX  78705.  Degree  and  experi¬ 
ence  required  Send  resume  attention  of  Richard  Wilson. 
Phone:  (512)  4784387.  Fax:  (512)  322-0403. 

VISIT  INDIA  WITH  BOB  NAVE,  retired  India  mis¬ 
sionary.  Departures  November  4.  January  7,  March  4. 
Write/phone:  8532  Emerson  Ave.  S,  Bloomington,  MN 
55420.  (612)  884-8786. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  DEVELOPMENT  for 

medium-size  church  in  West  Central  Florida.  Seeks  full¬ 
time  Director  responsible  to  develop  children,  youth 
and  family  ministries  to  indude  recruiting  and  motivat- 

LAST  CHANCE—  12  DAY  GREEK  ISLAND  cruise 

plus  Turkey.  October  4-15,  1994.  $2,395.00  from  NY. 
Free  brochure.  Dr.  Cecil  Pottieger,  Box  3371,  Freder¬ 
ick,  MD  21705. 

lions  to:  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  4204  Thys 
Road  New  Port  Richey,  FL  34653. 

ST.  JOHN’S  UNITED  METHODIST  Church  is 

searching  for  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth  and  Young 
Adult  Ministries.  Church  is  located  in  Central  Florida 
with  a  membership  of  1 500.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  The  Reverend  George  A  Buie,  1800  Cypress 
Gardens  Boulevard  S.E,  Winter  Haven,  FL  33884. 

ST  JAMES  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock,  AR  is  seeking  a  person  to  fill  the  position  of 
Program  Coordinator  of  Ministries  to  families  with 
youth.  Growing  program  with  new  building  opening  in 
September  1994.  Experience  necessary.  Salary  and 
benefits  commensurate  with  experience.  Send  resume 
to:  Harry  Logged  SPR  Committee  Chairperson,  321 
Pleasant  Valley  Drive,  Little  Rock,  AR  72212. 

550-MEMBER  CHURCH  SEEKING  FULL  or  part- 
time  Youth  Director.  Other  duties  and  salary  neaXoa- 
ble.  Inquiries  to:  P.O.  Box  498,  Sweetwater,  lX  79556 
or  (91 5)  236-6617. 

Church-related  photo  included  in  civil-rights  exhibit 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  traveling  exhibition,  “Appeal  to 
This  Age:  Photography  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Movement,  1954-1968,”  will 
be  open  to  the  public  in  five  U.S.  cit¬ 
ies  and  in  England  through  1996. 

The  exhibition  includes  a  photo¬ 
graph  by  Kenneth  Thompson,  who 
covered  many  civil-rights  events  for 
the  National  Council  of  the 


Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

Thompson’s  photograph  depicts 
joyous  singing  at  a  1963  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Council  rally 
in  Savannah,  Ga. 

The  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  custo¬ 
dian  of  the  Thompson  photo  ar¬ 
chives  from  which  the  photograph 
was  selected. 


PHOTO  BY  OHMER  PARK  UMC 

Power  behind  the  pulpit 

MINNEAPOLIS — The  Rev.  Bradford  G.  Olson,  pastor  of  Ohmer 
Park  United  Methodist  Church,  presses  over  300  pounds  as  he 
places  first  at  the  America  Drug  Free  Powerlift  Association's 
Men's  Senior  National  Powerlifting  Championship  recently. 
Competing  in  the  132-pound  weight  class,  Mr.  Olson  squatted 
496  pounds,  benched  308  pounds  and  dead  lifted  496  pounds. 


The  exhibition  schedule  is  Sept. 
2-Oct.  24,  Center  for  Visual  Com¬ 
munications,  Miami;  Nov.  1-Dec. 
31,  Simon  Wisenthal  Center,  Muse¬ 
um  of  Tolerance,  Los  Angeles;  Jan. 
10-Feb.  24,  1995,  Balch  Institute 
for  Ethnic  Studies,  Philadelphia; 


March  7-April  10,  1995,  University 
Gallery,  University  of  Delaware, 
Newark,  Del.;  Aug.  25-Oct.  14, 

1995,  The  Photographer’s  Gallery, 
London;  and  January-February 

1996,  Southeast  Museum  of  Pho¬ 
tography,  Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 


Pecans 


What  a  great  way  to  raise  $450  to 
$5,000  .  .  .  all  the  money  you  need! 


Get  ready  for  vour  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  delicious 
Schermer  s  Specialty  Pecans!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  just  plain 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast.  They  are  a  natural  food  snack 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves.  You  are 
guaranteed  that  only 
the  very  best  of  our 
ripened-to-perfection, 
pecans  harvested  in 
October  make  the 
grade  to  become 
SCHERMER'S  PECAN 
FUND  RAISERS. 


Free  Information  -  Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans™! 

□  YESiOur  group  is  interested  in  raising  money  selling 
Pecans.  Please  rush  Free  information  on  how  to  sell  Pecans  for 
fund  raising 


Your  Address 


Mate  _ Zip  . 


Your  Telephone  (  ) _ 

Dale  of  Sale _  No  Members  Selling _ 


Return  to  Schermer's  Specialty  Pecans 
P.O.  Box  3650,  Albany,  GA  3 1 706-3650 


use  order  form  or  call 
1-800-841-3403 

(GA  residents  call  collect  0-912-888-1143) 

Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

P.O.  Box  3650,  Albany,  GA  31706-3650 
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Eucharistic 

nurturing 


Bishop  William  Oden 


While  browsing  through  a  Catholic  magazine  an  article  on  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  the  Eucharist  caught  my  eye. 


The  point  of  the  article  was  that  the  Eucharist  is  “soul  food”  that  is 
essential  in  nurturing  our  faith.  The  professor  quoted  a  young  woman 
named  Hanna  who  said,  “I  was  brought  up  Methodist  and  we  only  cel¬ 
ebrated  Eucharist  every  few  months.  Now  the  words  of  consecration  are 
ingrained  in  me.  I  get  strengthening  of  my  faith  from  the  weekly  Eu¬ 
charist.”  I  felt  sadness  that  Hanna  had  to  join  another  church  to  expe¬ 
rience  the  fullness  of  the  Supper  of  the  Lord. 

The  bishops  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  have  covenanted  to¬ 
gether  to  make  the  celebration  of  the  Eucharist  a  priority  in  our  local 
church  visitations. 


The  Book  of  Worship  views  the  Eucharist  as  the  normal  rhythm  of 
Sunday  worship.  We  are  reminded  that  John  Wesley  said  the  Eucha¬ 
rist  should  be  celebrated  weekly. 

While  I  am  not  certain  of  how  the  Eucharist  can  fit  into  our  congre¬ 
gation  life  in  every  instance  of  worship  and  gathering,  I  have  discovered 
in  churches  across  Louisiana  that  the  Eucharist  is  being  celebrated 
more  often.  In  fact,  I  was  in  one  of  our  largest  churches  a  few  weeks 
ago  and  found  that  the  Eucharist  is  celebrated  every  Sunday  in  the  cha¬ 
pel  as  well  as  monthly  in  the  main  worship  service. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  regular  feeding  of  our  spirit  through  the  Eu¬ 
charist  is  one  of  the  most  important  ways  for  us  to  grow  in  our  faith. 

Perhaps  Hanna  would  not  have  found  the  need  to  change  denomina¬ 
tions  if  she  had  grown  up  being  fed  by  both  Word  and  Eucharist. 


'Rekindle  Cod's  Gifts'  theme 
to  spark  UMW  annual  meeting 


“Rekindle  God’s  Gifts”  is  the 
theme  for  the  21st  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women.  The  women  will 
convene  in  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport,  Friday,  Sept.  16,  and 
Saturday,  Sept.  17. 

Dr.  Carolyn  Johnson,  president  of 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  will  be 
the  principal  speaker.  She  also  is  a  se¬ 
nior  associate  professor  at  Purdue 
University  in  West  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Dr.  Johnson  has  held  offices  in  lo¬ 
cal,  district  and  conference  UMW 
and  is  a  frequent  mission-study  lead¬ 
er  in  regional  and  conference  schools 
of  Christian  Mission.  She  has  written 
articles  for  Response  Magazine  and 
Upper  Room  Disciplines.  She  also 
has  appeared  in  “Moment  of  Faith” 
segments  of  Catch  the  Spirit  televi¬ 
sion  programs. 

Afternoon  session 

The  first  plenary  session  is  set  for 
1  p.m.  Rev.  William  Peeples,  host 
pastor,  and  Carolyn  Colvin,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Shreveport  District  UMW, 
will  welcome  participants. 

Mary  Margaret  Barr,  meeting 
chair,  and  Rose  Fitzgerald,  cochair 
handling  local  arrangements,  will 
present  the  program. 

Nominees  for  UMW  officers  for 
the  1994-96  term  are:  Hilda  Sills, 
vice  president;  Mary  Quinones, 
treasurer;  Lois  Heath,  secretary  of 
financial  interpretation;  Muriel 


Dr.  Carolyn  Johnson  Mary  M.  Barr 


Rose  Fitzgerald  Rev.  William  Peeples 

Miller,  Christian  social  involve¬ 
ment;  Helen  Allemond,  coordinator 
for  Christian  personhood,  and  Jan 
Randolph,  nominations  chair. 

Retiring  officers  to  be  honored 
are  Betty  Carlin,  Kathryn  Shea,  Ge¬ 
neva  Bell  and  Barbara  Hamilton. 

Pat  Cobb  of  New  Orleans,  Con¬ 
ference  UMW  president,  said,  “The 
meeting  will  provide  opportunities 
for  all  of  us  to  look  beneath  the  sur¬ 
face  of  our  lives  and  to  allow  God 
to  help  us  discover  or  rediscover  the 
gifts  and  talents  we  possess.” 

Registration  will  begin  at  10  a  m. 
in  Broadmoor’s  Anderson  Hall 
Gymnasium,  3715  Youree  Drive. 


From  hamburgers  , to  Hamburg  (Germany)  with  world  youth 


Representing  Louisiana  at  International  Christian  Youth  Conference 
in  Hamburg,  Germany,  were:  FRONT  ROW,  FROM  LEFT,  Kammie 
Seffens,  First,  Minden;  Julie  Betz,  Jefferson,  Baton  Rouge;  Wanda 
Torres,  El  Mesias,  Kenner;  Keisha  Green,  Pilgrim  Rest,  Minden; 
Christy  Arceneaux,  First,  Thibodaux;  Kelly  Stratton,  Asbury,  La¬ 
fayette;  SECOND  ROW,  FROM  LEFT,  Payton  Adams,  Wesley,  Baton 
Rouge;  Sandy  Einsel,  First,  Houma;  Lora  Moser,  Asbury,  Bossier 
City;  Anthony  Lathan  and  Faye  Ross  both  of  Wesley,  Baton  Rouge. 


Keith  Casey, 
Administra¬ 
tive  Board 
chair,  Felicity 
UMC,  New 
Orleans,  pres¬ 
ents  plaque  to 
Rev.  Marva  L. 
Mitchell,  pas¬ 
tor. 


Pastor  brings  'new  spirit'  to  church 


Felicity  UMC,  New  Orleans, 
honored  the  pastor,  Rev.  Marva 
Mitchell,  who  returned  for  the 
sixth  year. 

Keith  Casey,  Administrative 
Board  chair,  presented  her  with  a 
cast  bronze  plaque  engraved  with 
her  name  and  the  words,  “In  ap¬ 
preciation  of  her  perseverance, 
dedication  and  vision,  which 
brought  a  new  spirit  to  our 
church.” 

The  plaque  will  be  permanent¬ 
ly  affixed  in  the  sanctuary.  The 
presentation  and  the  celebration 
took  the  pastor  by  surprise.  She 
too  had  a  surprise  for  the  church. 
She  dedicated  and  donated  10 
new  copies  of  Cokesbury  Hymnal 
to  the  congregation  that  enjoys 


singing  the  old,  classic  hymns  in 
addition  to  those  in  The  United 
Methodist  Hymnal. 

Mitchell’s  inscriptions  in  the 
bookplates  read,  “Presented  for 
the  glory  of  God  in  honor  of  the 
Felicity  Church  Family  for  faith¬ 
ful  witness  and  service.” 

Among  special  guests  were 
members  of  her  family;  Dr.  Car¬ 
ole  Cotton-Winn,  superintendent 
New  Orleans  District,  and  Dr. 
John  M.  Winn  Jr.;  Rev.  Marta 
Sanfiel,  editor  with  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  Nashville, 
and  Rev.  Amos  Cambric  Jr.  of 
Oakland,  Calif.,  retired  minister 
from  Califomia-Nevada  Confer¬ 
ence. 


Youth,  young  adults  and  leaders 
represented  Louisiana  at  the  Inter¬ 
national  Christian  Youth  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Hamburg,  Germany,  this 
summer.  Focus  was  on  the  chal¬ 
lenge  of  Christ  in  Bible  study,  semi¬ 
nars,  small  groups,  mission, 
program  ideas,  worship,  workshops, 
evangelical  celebrations,  fellowship 
and  friends,  Faye  Ross,  Baton 
Rouge  District  youth  coordinator, 
said. 

A  Peace  Tree  was  planted  in 
Hamburg.  About  100  countries 
were  represented  at  the  conference. 

Sponsoring  the  Louisiana  partici¬ 
pants  were  the  Conference  Council 
on  Youth  Ministry,  the  Board  of 
Discipleship,  districts  and  district 
superintendents,  churches,  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends,  Ross  mentioned. 


Kammie  Seffens,  youth  and 
Christian  education  director  at 
First  UMC,  Minden,  said  enduring 
“a  very  long  plane  ride,  unusual 
food,  rough  toilet  paper  and  no  ice 
was  worth  the  trip.”  She  mentioned 
that  the  main  thing  she  brought 
home  relates  to  the  theme,  “See,  I 
Make  All  Things  New.” 

She  said,  “The  theme  is  exactly 
what  we  must  do  with  the  Church 
of  Today  —  to  make  it  the  Church 
of  Tomorrow.  We  must  not  sit  back 
and  think  the  people  will  come  to 
the  church,  but  through  Christ,  we 
must  make  “all  things  new"  and 
take  the  church  to  the  people.  I 
learned  we  must  be  disciples!”  To 
her  own  church  she  said,  “Thank 
you  again  for  sending  me  to  leant 
such  a  valuable  lesson.” 


Around  the  Conference 


Rev.  Paul  E.  Sabin,  new  director 
of  development  for  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  of  Ruston,  was  recently 
introduced  by  Terrel  J.  Deville,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director,  to  the  Louisiana 
Cabinet  and  to  the  Conference 
staff. 

Sabin  was  formerly  president  and 
chief  executive  officer  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  UM  Children’s  Home,  with 
headquarters  in  Jackson,  Miss. 

Reared  in  a  Methodist  parsonage, 
he  later  worked  in  various  capaci¬ 
ties  —  pastor,  social  worker  and  ad¬ 
ministrator  in  New  York,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  Florida  and  Mississippi. 
Sabin,  with  his  special  talents  and 
skills,  will  be  developing  resources 
to  address  the  needs  of  hurting  chil¬ 
dren,  youth  and  families,  DeVille 
said. 

Sabin  succeeds  Rev.  Augie  Aa- 
modt  who  is  with  First  UMC, 
Shreveport. 

•  *  • 

Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  of 
which  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson  Sr., 
is  pastor  recently  held  a  Singles’ 
Seminar  at  the  church.  Rev.  Sherry 
L.  Townsend,  director  of  teaching 
ministries,  Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  was  the  leader.  She  focused  on 
‘Inreach’  including  Bible  study,  co¬ 
operative  ministry,  inclusiveness  in 
the  general  church,  and  Outreach 
which  involves  community  service 
and  cooperative  ministry  in  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference  and  the  larger 
community. 

*  *  * 

Sue  Kelly,  director  of  Christian 
education,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  invites  interested  persons  to 


attend  The  Christian  Education 
Leadership  School  —  A  Training 
Opportunity  for  Sunday  School 
Teachers  and  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  Counselors  Sat¬ 
urday,  Sept.  17,  from  8:30  a.m.  to  3 
p.m.  at  the  church.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  register  call  her,  504- 
924-6269. 

•  •  * 

“Church  Growth  Through  the 
Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ!”  will  be 
the  theme  for  an  Evangelism  Work¬ 
shop  Sept.  19-20,  5:30  to  7:30  p.m. 
each  evening  at  St.  James  UMC, 
Shreveport.  Rev.  Macky  Giles  is 
pastor  and  the  leader  is  to  be  Dr. 
Alonzo  Campbell,  pastor,  Hartzell 
Mt.  Zion  UMC,  Slidell. 

*  *  * 

The  Clothes  Closet  Ministry  of 
First  UMC  in  Arcadia  continues  to 
be  a  vital  outreach  program  of  the 
congregation.  Members  contribute 
good  used  or  new  clothing.  Other 
needs  of  indigent  or  low-income 
persons  of  the  community,  such  as 
aid  with  utilities  and  food,  are  sup¬ 
plied  through  monetary  contribu¬ 
tions  on  Communion  Sunday. 

*  *  • 

Ray  and  Delaine  DeHainaut, 

Peace  With  Justice  educators  on 
leave  from  missionary  service  in  the 
Dominican  Republic,  will  be  guest 
speakers  at  the  three  worship  ser¬ 
vices  Sunday,  Sept.  1 1,  in  Mooring- 
sport-Oil  City-Belcher  Charge.  Rev. 
Jose  Garcia’,  pastor,  will  welcome 
them  and  Mooringsport  UMC  will 
have  a  covered  dish  dinner  honor¬ 
ing  the  DeHainauts. 


Dr.  R.  Pat  Day  to  address 
UMM  Motivation  Assembly 


Dr.  R.  Pat  Day,  senior  minister 
of  First  UMC  of  Shreveport,  will  be 
featured  speaker  for  the  Christian 
Motivation  As¬ 
sembly.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  Lou¬ 
isiana  Confer¬ 
ence  United 
Methodist  Men, 
the  event  will 
have  as  its 
theme,  “You 
Can  Make  a  Dif¬ 
ference,  United 
Methodist  Men 
in  Ministry.”  Dr.  R.  Pat  Dav 

The  meeting  is  scheduled  for  Sat¬ 
urday,  Sept.  24,  from  8  a.m.  to  3:30 


p.m.  at  Broadmoor  UMC  in 
Shreveport. 

Music  leader  will  be  Wayne  Mil¬ 
let,  director  of  music  ministries  at 
the  church.  Ron  Sarver,  Conference 
UMM  president,  will  preside. 

The  event  is  planned  in  memory 
of  the  late  Boyd  E.  Baun  of  Baton 
Rouge,  former  Conference  UMM 
president,  “who  made  a  differ¬ 
ence.” 

Persons  who  plan  to  hav :  lunch 
at  the  church  must  register  by  Sept. 
21.  However,  late  registrations  will 
be  accepted  at  the  event.  1 

To  register  send  $20  to:  United 
Methodist  Men,  P.O.  Box  51333, 
Lafayette  LA  70505. 


First  Terrebonne  Parish  church 


First  UMC  of  Houma  this  year  is  having  its  Sesquicentennial  Cele¬ 
bration  commemorating  150  years  of  Methodism  in  the  Houma/ 
Terrebonne  area.  For  the  occasion,  Timmy  Hebert,  historian,  did 
this  painting  of  the  original  Methodist  church  in  Terrebonne  Parish 
built  about  150  years  ago.  Torn  down  in  the  1890s,  no  pictures  of  it 
survived  and  no  information  was  passed  to  succeeding  generations 
about  how  it  looked.  Hebert  painted  the  picture  based  on  research 
he  did.  The  Methodist  church  was  the  very  first  one  in  the  parish 
and  was  attended  by  Christians  of  all  denominations.  Hebert  also 
wrote  a  book  on  the  history  of  Methodism  Along  the  Bayou,  to  coincide 
with  the  anniversary. 

Jackson  UMC  'launches'  church 


Jackson  UMC  held  a  ceremony  to  celebrate  completion  of  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  renovation  project  started  earlier  this  year.  A  bottle  of  wine 
from  the  new  Jackson  winery  was  broken  on  a  corner  of  the  struc¬ 
ture  to  symbolize  the  “launching"  of  the  church  into  the  communi¬ 
ty.  Participants  pictured  above  are  Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir, 
RIGHT,  superintendent  of  Baton  Rouge  District,  guest  speaker,  and 
Rev.  Randall  Scrivener,  pastor. 


Fun  at  Double  G  Ranch  in  Pistol  Thicket 


Buddy  Gill  provides  the  power  as  Mary  Murphy  rides  the  bucking 
barrel  during  an  event  at  Double  G  Ranch  in  Pistol  Thicket.  Grayson 
UMC  held  its  “24-Hour  Youth  Retreat"  and  "Kids  Afternoon  of 
Fun,"  for  children  of  the  newly  organized  Sunday  school  classes, 
this  summer  at  the  ranch. 


Andrew  James,  13,  who  prepared 
a  crawfish  casserole,  was  grand 
prize  winner  in  a  youth  benefit 
cook-off  at  Centenary-Fisher  UMC, 
Franklinton.  Cooks  of  all  ages  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  competition.  His 
brother,  David  James,  18,  cooked  a 
beef  brisket  and  received  first  prize 
in  the  Men’s  Specialties  Division. 
There  were  winners  in  several  cate¬ 
gories.  “However,  the  biggest  win¬ 
ner  was  the  church  which 
experienced  the  spirit  of  friendly 
competition,  cooperation  and  sur¬ 
prise  at  discovering  talents  in  fellow 
church  members  that  we  had  not 


I  In  Memoriam  ! 

Rev.  Elmer  Malone  of  Pineville, 
retired  Louisiana  Conference  min¬ 
ister,  died  Aug.  1 6.  Funeral  services 
and  burial  were  on  Aug.  1 8  in  Pine¬ 
ville.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Velma,  and  three  sisters,  Helen 
Dryden  of  Winnfield,  Myrtle  Ma¬ 
lone  of  Ball  and  Gladys  Dodge  of 
Tioga. 


known,”  Rev.  Spiller  Milton,  pas¬ 
tor,  said.  Laurie  Killingsworth  coor¬ 
dinated  the  event. 
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Seekers  and  believers  need  one  another 


Here’s  an  encouraging  item 
from  the  secular  media: 

A  Buffalo  (N.Y.)  News  Sunday 
magazine  writer  recently  asked 
people  from  different  walks  of  life 
a  bold  Question: 

“What  do  you  believe?” 

The  result  was  a  collection,  ti¬ 
tled  “Soul  Searching,”  of  eight  sto¬ 
ries  about  ordinary  people  and 
what  deeply  matters  to  them.  Fol¬ 
lowing  are  a  few  samples: 

■  “If  you  . . .  believe  in  God, 
you  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  experience  is  grace.  ...  To  be 
with  other  human  beings,  to  un¬ 
derstand  others,  help  others,  for¬ 
give  others,  ask  for  forgiveness  . . . 
[hat  is  my  religion.”  (50-year-old 
artist) 

■  "There  have  been  some  hard 
times  but,  for  every  one,  there  was 
a  reason.  . . .  God  is  close  with  me 
all  the  time.”  (60-year-old  cab 
driver) 

■  “This  is  eternity,  it’s  not  later 
or  before.”  (50-year-old  book  shop 
owner) 

■  “1  responded  to  the  Christ  story 
as  if  it  were  a  great  drama,  a  pastoral 
idyll — as  it  was.  . . .  [Reading  the 
New  Testament]  word  by  word  was 
a  stunning  revelation.”  (82-year-old 
father  of  the  feature  writer). 

According  to  the  writer,  Karen 
Brady,  “It  took  courage  for  our 
subjects  to  tell  of  their  inner  jour- 


Editorials 

neys.  For,  although  the  paradigm 
is  clearly  shifting,  we  still  live  in  a 
world  where  speaking  from  the 
soul  has  its  risks.” 

We  agree.  But  the  risks  don’t 
stop  there.  The  risks  extend  to  the 
willingness  of  the  soul-searcher  to 
affiliate  publicly  and  actively  with 
a  body  of  like-minded  believers. 

The  need  for  such  affiliation  is 
mutual: 

Soul-searchers  should  be  en¬ 
couraged  and  supported  in  their 
quests  for  the  divine.  Furthermore, 
because  interpretation  of  spiritual 
things  can  be  skewed  by  personal 
bias  or  “blind  spots,"  soul-searchers 
can  benefit  from  testing  their  expe¬ 
riences  with  others. 

The  body  of  believers  needs  soul- 
searchers  to  energize  it  and  to  re¬ 
mind  it  of  its  reasons  for  being — 
to  embody  and  to  transmit  faith. 

We  think  Christians,  at  their 
best,  can  be  a  community  in  which 
soul-searchers  are  welcomed  and 
nurtured. 

From  Abraham  and  Sarah 
through  Mary  of  Bethany  and  the 
disciple  Thomas,  the  history  of 
our  faith  chronicles  an  ongoing 
search  for  God.  The  psalmist  en¬ 
courages:  “Seek  the  Lord  and  his 
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strength;  seek  his  presence  contin¬ 
ually”  (Psalms  105:4  NRSV). 

Articles  such  as  the  Buffalo 
News'  commendable  stories  re¬ 
mind  us  that  the  spiritual  quest  is 


as  relevant  to  us  today  as  it  was  for 
the  psalmist. 

With  that  fresh  reminder,  let’s 
make  it  a  point  to  invite  more 
seekers  into  our  congregations.  We 


can  learn  from  their  quests  and  in 
turn  we  can  offer  them  our  insight: 
That  we  have  found  God  to  be  in¬ 
carnated  in  the  Christ  whom  we 
seek  to  follow. 


Religion  has  a  role  in  global  'soul-searching' 


PHOTO  BY  PCTTR  WILLIAMS 

This  child  gathering  firewood  in 
Brazil  represents  some  global 
stewardship  topics  explored  in 
an  upcoming  special  supplement 
to  the  Reporter. 


Another  form  of  “soul-search¬ 
ing”  (see  editorial  above)  is  under 
way  this  week  in  Cairo,  Egypt. 

Specifically,  delegates  to  the  Sept. 
5-13  United  Nations  Conference  on 
Population  and  Development  are 
searching  their  individual  and  col¬ 
lective  souls  for  appropriate  re¬ 
sponses  to  the  impact  of  human 
population  and  consumption  on  the 
world  environment. 

A  recent  column  in  The  Wash¬ 
ington  Post  notes — in  a  manner 
that  seems  negative  to  us — the 
major  role  of  organized  religion  in 
the  conference. 

The  column  observes  that 
“Muslim  interests  have  joined  the 


Vatican  in  condemning  portions 
of  the  [conference]  document” 
that  deal  with  women’s  rights. 

“Cairo  is  shaping  up  to  be  a 
clash  of  titans,  with  fundamental¬ 
ist  religious  institutions  on  one 
side  and  progressive  social  forces 
on  the  other,”  the  columnist 
states. 

It’s  regrettable  that  the  colum¬ 
nist  perpetuates  the  stereotype 
that  religion — at  least  one  brand 
of  religion  which  it  terms  “funda¬ 
mentalist” — is  reactionary. 

Such  a  view  overlooks  the  fact 
that  representatives  of  many 
world  religions  and  denomina¬ 
tions,  including  The  United  Meth¬ 


odist  Church,  are  participating  in 
the  Cairo  conference.  These  repre¬ 
sentatives  bring  to  the  discussions 
viewpoints  far  more  theologically 
diverse  than  secular  media  might 
have  us  believe. 

We  suggest  that  you  urge  your 
local  newspaper,  television  and/or 
radio  stations  to  give  accurate  cov¬ 
erage  to  the  Cairo  conference,  in¬ 
cluding  the  role  religion  is  playing 
in  that  conference. 

We  also  encourage  you  to  pray  for 
the  Cairo  meeting.  The  global  issues 
this  conference  raises  are  fundamen¬ 
tal  to  our  faith  which  proclaims, 
“The  earth  is  the  Lord’s,  and  all  that 
is  in  it;  the  world  and  all  that  live  in 
it ...”  (Psalms  24:1  NRSV). 


The  global  issues 
which  the  Cairo 
conference  raises 
are  fundamental 
to  our  faith  which 
proclaims:  "The 
earth  is  the  Lord's, 
and  all  that  is 
in  it ..."  (Psalm  24:1) 


What  others 
are  saying 


Mulling  over  solitude  with  a  mountain  mystic 


"As  laity  we  are  called  to  care.  As 
the  church  we  need  to  know  ways  of 
caring  for  creation,  caring  for 
‘crack’  babies,  [those  with]  debili¬ 
tating  diseases,  cancer — we  need  to 
learn  to  care  for  those  whom  society 
casts  out,  and  caring  for  the  civil 
rights  of  all  people.” 

—  United  Methodist  laywoman 
Shirley  Byers  of  Nassau,  N.Y. 

*  *  * 

“We  are  the  generation  of  choice. 
We  still  have  a  choice  to  halt  the  de¬ 
struction,  the  ravaging  of  the  Earth. 
We  are  the  generation  that  could 
stand  in  harm’s  way  and  be  those 
who  preserve  God’s  creation  for  fu¬ 
ture  generations.” 

— The  Rev.  Joan  Brown  Campbell, 
NCC  chief  executive. 


CLA1RFIELD,  Tenn. — Any  fool 
could  see  that  our  team  of  Appala¬ 
chian  mission  workers  needed  at 
least  one  more  supervisor.  Luckily, 
that’s  when  Jesse  showed  up. 

Jesse  was  Jesse  Cox.  He  lived 
somewhere  up  the  Tennessee  hol¬ 
low  where  our  city-slicker  church 
group  was  building  a  house.  Our 
project  was  one  of  several  spon¬ 
sored  each  summer  throughout  the 
region  by  the  Commission  on  Reli¬ 
gion  in  Appalachia. 

“Lookin’  good,"  Jesse  said  approv¬ 
ingly  as  he  observed  our  crew  of  six 
teens  and  three  adults  scratching 
their  heads  about  what  to  do  next  in 
the  soft  drizzle  and  hard  clay. 

“You’re  kind,”  1  responded. 

Struck  by  Jesse’s  floppy  black  hat 
and  bush  of  a  beard,  1  sidled  up  to 
get  acquainted  with  a  “local.” 

“Nah,”  he  said.  “We  appreciate 


Faithfully  yours 


Stephen  L. 
Swecker  is  a  con¬ 
tributing  editor 
of  the  Reporter. 


you  folks  cornin’  to  help  out.  We  need 
all  the  help  we  can  get.”  The  lines 
around  his  sky-blue  eyes  crinkled  into 
a  teasing  smile.  His  deprecating  hu¬ 
mor,  I  sensed,  was  an  offhand  invita¬ 
tion  to  “rest  a  spell”  and  talk. 

“Live  nearby?”  I  asked. 

“Up  the  road  and  ’round  the 
bend,  as  they  say.  Ain’t  much  but 
it’s  home.  Dry.  Warm.  And  mine.” 


Pontius'  Puddle 


THERE'S  A  STAR. 
LET'S  EACH  NVAKE 
A  WISH. 


I  WANT  A  NEW 
VIDEO  GAME  AND  I 
ALL  THE  PUES 
I  CAN  EAT  ( 


AND  I  WISH  THAT 
EVERY  CREATURE 
ON  EARTH  COOLP 
EXPERIENCE  GODS 
LOVE  AND 
FORGIVENESS 
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Jesse  went  on  to  tell  how  he’d  left 
the  hollow  for  the  “big  city”  as  a 
young  man.  Married  and  divorced 
three  wives.  Got  hooked  on  alcohol 
and  drugs.  Trouble  with  the  law.  Said 
he  finally  came  to  his  senses  and  real¬ 
ized  that  all  he  needed  was  right  here 
in  the  hills  where  he  was  bom. 

“Call  me  a  loner,  I  guess.  I  get  by. 
When  you  get  right  down  to  it,  a 
feller  don’t  need  much.  Food.  Wa¬ 
ter.  A  place  to  sleep  at  night.  Don’t 
have  any  money.  Don’t  need  it.” 

He  makes  do,  he  said,  on  food 
stamps  and  a  garden.  Now  and 
then,  he  said,  he  works  an  odd  job 
or  two  so  he  can  buy  cigarettes. 

“Don’t  really  need  that,  though,” 
he  said. 

“Do  you  need  people?  Do  you  go 
to  church?”  I  asked. 

“Got  me  a  nice  little  church,” 
Jesse  said,  not  missing  a  beat. 

“I  go  most  every  Sunday  and  other 
days,  too.  My  church  has  one  mem¬ 
ber.  One  pew.  One  preacher — me.” 

He  paused  for  effect.  Holding  up 
his  right  index  finger,  he  continued: 

“It  has  one  Bible.  One  God.  One 
savior.” 

Best  of  all,  he  said,  he  and  his 
church  have  one  sky  to  worship  un- 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Do  not  deceive  yourselves.  If  you 
think  that  you  are  wise  in  this  age, 
you  should  become  fools  so  that  you 
may  become  wise.  For  the  wisdom  of 
this  world  is  foolishness  with  God. 
For  it  is  written  ‘He  catches  the  wise 
in  their  craftiness’  ”  (NRSV). 


der,  one  earth  to  call  home  and  one 
life  everlasting  to  look  forward  to 
when  he  dies. 

“My  church  has  one  of  every¬ 
thing  anybody  could  want.  And  all 
the  people  I  can  handle.” 

Mystics  like  Jesse  are  square  pegs 
in  the  round  holes  of  religious  faith. 
Claiming  a  special  one-on-one  di¬ 
rect  line  to  God,  they  are  spiritual 
loners  who  remind  us  that  a  single, 
solitary  soul  is  a  mysteriously  large 
and  precious  thing. 

Life  itself,  the  Jesse  Coxes  of  the 
world  seem  to  say,  should  be  enough. 

So  why  are  we  so  often  anxious 
about  what  others  do  and  don’t  do? 

When  you  get  right  down  to  it, 
Jesse  might  say,  a  single,  solitary 
soul  is  about  all  that  any  of  us  can 
really  handle. 

Soon  afterwards,  Jesse  signed  off 
on  our  work  project,  shook  my 
hand  and  left.  Straight  and  proud, 
he  walked  away  into  the  mountain 
mist.  Alone.  And  yet . . . 

“We  need  all  the  help  we  can 
get,”  he  had  said  when  we  met. 

In  the  end,  perhaps,  even  mystics 
know  they  can’t  go  it  alone. 

—STEPHEN  L  SWECKER 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Philippians  3:14) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept  1 1 

Sunday:  Psalms  19:1-6 
Monday:  Psalms  19:7-14 
Tuesday:  Proverbs  1:20-23 
Wednesday:  Proverbs  1:24-33 
Thursday:  James  3:1-5 
Friday:  James  3:6-12 
Saturday:  Mark  8:27-38 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

'Virginity' 
editorial 
was  unfair 

Your  Aug.  26  editorial  was  a  ter¬ 
rific  example  of  ivory  tower  evange- 
lism.  1  think  it  was  unfair  to 
characterize  the  Focus  on  the  Fam¬ 
ily  ministries  as  misguided  based  on 
your  critique  of  one  advertisement. 

The  ad  titled  “In  Defense  of  a 
Little  Virginity”  attempts  to  reach 
teen-agers  with  truthful  facts  about 
sexually  transmitted  diseases  and 
the  message  that  abstinence  and 
marriage  are  worthy  pursuits.  While 
it  did  not  meet  all  of  your  high 
standards,  it  may  be  speaking  to 
teen-agers  who  respond  to  educa¬ 
tion  and  statistics  better  than  emo¬ 
tional  appeals. 

I  think  Focus  on  the  Family  clearly 
shares  the  values  and  biblical  ground¬ 
ing  of  the  “True  Love  Waits”  cam¬ 
paign  that  has  been  successful  among 
Southern  Baptists.  As  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  we  should  also  be  developing 
high-profile  ministries  to  promote 
morality  to  our  youth. 

Roy  Hayley 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Enormously  disappointing 

Appropriate  subjects  for  negative 
editorials  are  legion,  so  your  put- 
down  of  “In  Defense  of  a  Little  Vir¬ 
ginity”  is  enormously  disappointing. 

Focus  on  the  Family’s  ad  is  a  tight¬ 
ly  reasoned,  well-documented  appeal 
to  the  reasonable  self-interest  of  teens 
that  demonstrates  respect  for  their  in¬ 
telligence  and  Christ-like  concern  for 
their  well-being — physical,  moral  and 
spiritual. 

Reinforce,  amplify,  expand,  but 
above  all,  support  such  commend¬ 
able  efforts  to  counter  the  tide  of  le¬ 
thal  misinformation. 

Richard  L.  Lewis 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Not  'plot',  but  'slant' 

I  would  agree  with  Joseph  Ben- 
ham’s  “Here  I  Stand”  article  of 
Aug.  19:  “There’s  no  ‘media  plot’ 
against  the  church.  Plot  is  the 
wrong  word.  “Slant”  by  writers  and 
producers  is  what  I  object  to. 

It’s  said  that  media  people  only 
reflect  the  society  in  which  we  live. 
While  that  may  be  true,  the  overem¬ 
phasis  on  “other  lifestyles,”  immo¬ 
rality,  and  the  denigration  of  Chris¬ 
tians  and  “do-gooders”  is  succeed¬ 
ing  in  lowering  the  ethical  climate 
of  Americans  and  indeed  of  the 
whole  world. 

Warren  S.  Sellers 
Phoenixville,  Pennsylvania 

A  lot  of  'nerve' 

It  must  have  taken  a  lot  of 
“nerve”  on  the  Rev.  Bill  Hinson’s 
part  to  describe  “as  ‘intellectual  tyr¬ 
anny’  and  ‘intimidation’  recent  ef¬ 
forts  to  silence  critics  of  the  ‘Re- 
Imagining’  conference.”  (see  UMR, 
Aug.  5)  Anything  others  have  done 
to  silence  them  is  mild  compared  to 
the  condemnatory  comments,  calls 
for  censure,  and  attempts  to  outlaw 
by  legislation  those  they  criticize. 

Lowell  Headley 
Green  Camp,  Ohio 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
“Letters  to  the  Editor,  "  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275,  or 
fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 
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Duke  Divinity  School  seeks  to  make  faculty  ap¬ 
pointments  in  pastoral  care,  homiletics,  and  Chris¬ 
tian  education  to  be  effective  for  September,  1995. 
These  may  be  either  tenure-track  or  tenured;  rank  and 
salary  will  be  set  according  to  qualifications  and  ex¬ 
perience.  Experience  in  ministry,  a  graduate  theologi¬ 
cal  degree,  and  a  Ph.D.  in  an  appropriate  field  are 
requisite.  Women  and  ethnic  minority  candidates  are 
encouraged  to  apply. 

Consideration  of  recent  recipients  of  a  doctorate 
will  be  aided  if  the  submitted  materials  include  an 
official  transcript  for  the  highest  degree  held  and  three 
letters  of  reference.  Nominations  and  applications 
should  be  sent  by  October  1  to: 

Ms.  Kimberly  Pair,  Office  of  the  Dean,  Duke  University  Divinity 
School,  Box  90968,  Durham,  NC  27708-0968 
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Relief  team  heads  for  Zaire 

CHICAGO— Members  of  the  first  relief  team  sent  by  The  United  Methodist  Church  to  refu¬ 
gee  camps  in  Zaire  stride  through  Chicago's  O'Hare  Airport.  Front  are  Carol  Anderson 
Stone  (left)  and  Deborah  Rooney,  registered  nurses  from  Jefferson  City,  Mo.  Behind  them 
are,  from  left,  Bishop  Felton  May  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  who  sent  the  group  off  with  a  service  of 
blessing,  Jeffrey  Sanders,  a  cardiologist  from  Jefferson  City;  Norma  Lester,  a  nurse-practi¬ 
tioner  from  Memphis,  and  Mike  Winget,  a  carpenter  from  Jamestown,  Mo. 


Faith 


watch 


CHARGES  DROPPED:  First-degree  ar¬ 
son  charges  against  a  United  Methodist  pastor, 
alleging  that  he  set  fire  to  a  Winthrop,  Wash., 
church  building  in  order  to  collect  insurance, 
were  dismissed  after  a  pre-trial  hearing  Aug.  30. 
Charges  against  the  Rev.  Gordon  “Gordy” 
Hutchins  were  dismissed  by  Okanogan  County 
Superior  Court  Judge  Jack  Burchard  “without 
prejudice,”  meaning  that  the  case  cannot  be  re¬ 
opened.  Prosecutor  Barnett  Kalikow  said  his  of¬ 
fice  lacked  evidence  to  convict  Hutchins. 

FOR  THE  SAKE  OF  PEACE':  For  the 

second  time  in  less  than  a  month,  exiled  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa  of 
Burundi  has  risked  returning  to  his  country. 

The  bishop,  who  has  lived  in  self-imposed  ex¬ 
ile  for  nearly  a  year  because  of  threats  on  his 
life,  will  also  accompany  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  cabinet  members  to  refugee 
camps  in  Zaire  (see  UMR  Sept.  2).  “Burundi 
and  Rwanda  are  like  identical  twins,”  said 
Bishop  Ndoricimpa,  a  member  of  the  Hutu 
tribe.  “What  affects  one  certainly  affects  the 
other.  We  must  prevent  another  crisis  like 
Rwanda’s  from  happening  in  Burundi.” 

LAWSUIT  FILED:  A  former  employee 
has  sued  The  United  Methodist  Reporter  in  a 
Texas  state  district  court  for  more  than  $128 
million.  Richard  Jenkins  III  claimed  sexual  as¬ 
sault  on  the  job  and  other  personal  injuries 
during  a  business  trip  with  a  co-worker,  also 
named  in  the  suit.  Publisher  Ronald  Patterson 
unequivocally  denied  the  validity  of  all  claims  in 
the  suit.  “We  worked  for  a  fair  disposition  of 
his  complaint  through  our  internal  employee 
procedures  concerning  sexual  harassment,”  Dr. 
Patterson  said.  “Once  we  became  aware  of  the 
complaint,  we  investigated  it  and  took  prompt, 
remedial  action.”  The  Dallas  law  firm  of 
Haynes  and  Boone  is  representing  the  newspa¬ 
per’s  interest  in  the  lawsuit. 

PASTOR  NAMED:  The  Rev.  John  C. 

Holbert  has  been  named  interim  senior  pastor 
of  United  Methodism's  third  largest  congrega¬ 
tion,  the  10,500-member  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Dr.  Holbert 
is  professor  of  preaching  at  Southern  Method¬ 
ist  University’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 
Bishop  Joe  Wilson  (Fort  Worth  Area)  an¬ 
nounced  the  appointment  during  both  worship 
services  Sept.  4  at  the  church.  He  said  he  an¬ 
ticipates  appointing  a  new  senior  pastor  within 
four  months.  Dr.  Holbert  succeeds  the  Rev. 
Barry  Bailey,  who  retired  effective  Aug.  31.  Dr. 
Bailey,  who  has  served  the  church  since  1 976, 
has  been  accused  of  sexual  harassment  by  one 
former  and  two  present  employees  of  the 
church.  Mediation  sessions  involving  congrega¬ 
tion  leaders,  Dr.  Bailey,  complainants  and  the 
Central  Texas  Annual  Conference  have  been 
underway  for  several  weeks. 

URBAN  MINISTRY:  The  Mustard  Seed 
Foundation  of  Virginia  recently  announced  it 
is  offering  the  Raymond  J.  Bakke  Urban  Min¬ 
istry  Award.  This  award  of  up  to  $5,000  per 
year  for  three  years  is  designed  for  doctoral  lev¬ 
el  studies  in  urban  ministry.  The  majority  of 
the  scholarships  will  be  granted  to  students 
from  Latin  America,  Africa  and  Asia  to  study 
in  the  largest  cities  of  those  continents. 

BUILD  A  RUSSIAN  CHURCH:  Loui¬ 
siana  United  Methodists  will  take  a  statewide 
offering  Sept.  25  toward  construction  of  one  of 
the  first  United  Methodist  churches  in  Russia 
in  nearly  100  years.  The  conference  has  ap¬ 
proved  a  goal  of  $100,000  toward  a  new  build¬ 
ing  for  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ekaterinburg,  Russia. 


Church's  finance  agency  schedules 
special  meeting  on  personnel  issues 


Paragraph  821  of  the  Book  of  Discipline  provides  that  all  meetings  of 
church  agencies  shall  be  open  to  the  public,  including  observers  and  news 
media,  both  church  and  public. 

It  provides,  however,  that  portions  of  a  meeting  may  be  closed  for  consid- 
eration  of  specific  subjects.  These  subjects  include  personnel  matters  and 
civil  litigation.  Closing  a  meeting  must  be  authorized  by  at  least  three- 
fourths  of  the  members  present  and  voting. 


TV  series 
plugs  values 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  weekly  TV  series  evaluating 
the  news  from  a  religious  point 
of  view  will  premiere  Oct.  7  on 
the  Faith  &  Values  Channel. 

Produced  by  V1SN,  an  inter¬ 
faith  network  that  includes  United 
Methodists,  “Issues  &  Ethics  With 
Jim  Hartz”  will  air  at  8:30  p.m. 
Fridays,  with  repeats  at  12:30  a.m. 
Saturdays  and  6  p.m.  Sundays.  All 
times  are  Eastern  Time. 

VISN  is  encouraging  local  con¬ 
gregations  to  tape  the  half-hour 
program  to  use  each  weekend  as 
a  resource  for  discussion  in  adult 
or  youth  groups,  according  to 
Nelson  Price,  president. 

The  program,  he  said,  allows 
viewers  “to  look  at  events  of  the 
week  from  the  perspective  of 
(their)  own  faith  and  values.” 

The  focus  on  breaking  news 
sets  the  program  apart  from  oth¬ 
er  study  materials  usually  avail¬ 
able  to  churches,  Mr.  Price 
explained. 

Mr.  Hartz — who  has  received 
five  Emmys  among  his  many 
awards  during  his  35-year  broad¬ 
casting  career — will  be  joined  by 
a  rotating  panel  of  regular  guests. 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

Personnel  issues  of  an  unspeci¬ 
fied  nature  are  the  sole  agenda  item 
for  a  special  closed  meeting  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration 
Sept.  16  at  a  Dallas-Fort  Worth 
area  hotel. 

Bishop  Forrest  C.  Stith,  council 
president,  issued  the  call  to  the 
meeting  within  days  after  a 
$500,000  federal  lawsuit  was  filed 
in  Chicago  by  the  council's  former 
general  counsel,  Craig  R.  Hoskins. 

The  suit  was  filed  against  both 
the  council’s  chief  executive,  the 
Rev.  Clifford  S.  Droke,  and  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  itself  based  in  Ev¬ 
anston,  Ill. 

Mr.  Hoskins’  suit  enumerates  six 
instances  of  alcohol-related  behav¬ 
ior  by  Dr.  Droke  which  allegedly 
happened  over  an  eight-year  period. 
The  suit  alleges  that  Dr.  Drake’s 
“abuse  of  alcohol  became  increas¬ 
ingly  problematic,  in  that  his  behav¬ 
ior  commenced  to  deteriorate,  both 
publicly  and  privately.” 

The  suit  further  claims  four  al¬ 
leged  incidents  and  allegations  of 


sexual  harassment  against  women 
employees  of  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  by 
Dr.  Droke. 

Much  of  the  suit  deals  with  Mr. 
Hoskins’  response  to  his  termina¬ 
tion  by  Dr.  Droke,  saying  Dr. 
Droke  “provided  no  valid  reasons 
for  his  termination.” 

Mr.  Hoskins  further  contends  in 
the  suit  that  he  advised  Dr.  Droke 
in  writing  about  the  negative  im¬ 
pact  his  alcohol-related  behaviors 
had  upon  the  council  and  the 
church  within  the  context  of  the 
church’s  Social  Principles  which  op¬ 
pose  the  abuse  of  alcohol. 

Ten  days  after  his  May  16,  1994. 
termination,  Mr.  Hoskins’  lawyer, 
Elizabeth  I.  Hubbard  of  Chicago, 
sent  a  letter  to  Bishop  Stith  of 
White  Plains,  N.Y.,  informing  him 


of  a  pending  complaint  against  Dr. 
Droke  and  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

In  a  memorandum  to  members  of 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  dated  June  1,  Bishop 
Stith  said  he  did  not  believe  it  would 
be  necessary  for  council  members  to 
call  a  meeting.  He  said  the  council’s 
personnel  committee  was  addresaing 
Mr.  Hoskins’  allegations. 

He  also  said  he  was  not  “inclined 
to  interrupt  50  lives  at  a  very  busy 
time  of  the  church  year  and  spend 
nearly  $35,000  for  the  full  council 
to  gather.” 

It  was  reported  that  a  number  of 
council  members,  more  than  the 
minimum  of  one-fifth  required  by 
the  Discipline,  requested  Bishop 
Stith  to  call  the  special  meeting. 
The  meeting  call  was  then  issued. 


'Christy'  producer  honored  for  'values'  input 


the  production  of  13  additional 
episodes  which  can  be  moved 
into  the  time  slot  of  any  program 
that  fails. 

A  special  episode  of  “Christy,” 
“Thanksgiving  at  Cutter  Gap” 
will  be  broadcast  Nov.  24. 

•f  The  television  series 
prompted  a  new  edition  of  the 
book  which  inspired  it. 

“The  new  edition  of  ‘Christy’ 
has  sold  800,000  copies  since 
February,  which  put  it  on  The 
New  York  Times  bestseller  list,” 
Mr.  Wales  said. 

Mr.  Wales,  a  member  of  Pacif¬ 
ic  Palisades  (Calif.)  United 
Methodist  Church,  has  extensive 
credits  in  film  as  a  producer,  di¬ 
rector,  writer  and  actor.  Perhaps 
his  best-known  role  in  front  of 
the  camera  was  as  Betty’s  boy¬ 
friend  in  “Father  Knows  Best." 
He  is  a  former  vice  president  of 
production  for  The  Disney  Chan¬ 
nel  and  has  film  production  cred¬ 
its  in  13  projects. 

It  is  clear,  however,  that 
“Christy”  has  a  special  place  in 
the  heart  of  a  man  who  has  long 
proclaimed  the  importance  of 
bringing  programs  of  faith  into 
the  popular  culture. 

“  ‘Christy’  has  reached  into  the 
hearts  of  families  who  have  never 
before  sat  down  in  front  of  the 
television  together,”  he  said. 

“  ‘Christy’  has  shown  that  sto¬ 
ries  of  faith  can  be  winners." 


PHOTO  BY  TONY  ESPARZA  COURTESY  OF  CBS 

Kellie  Martin  stars  as  a  young  missionary  schoolteacher  in 
“Christy,"  produced  for  CBS-TV  by  United  Methodist  layman 
Ken  Wales  (see  accompanying  story). 

ACTS  prepared  to  roll  on 
communications  highway 


What  a  great  way  to  raise  $450  to 
$5,000  .  .  .  all  the  money  you  need! 


Get  ready  for  your  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  delicious 
Schermer's  Specialty  Pecans!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  just  plain 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast.  They  are  a  natural  food  snack 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves.  You  are 
guaranteed  that  only 

the  very  best  of  our  _ _ _ _ 

ripened-to-perfection, 
pecans  harvested  in 
October  make  the 
grade  to  become 
SCHERMER'S  PECAN 
FUND  RAISERS. 


Free  Information  -  Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans”! 

□  YESlOur  group  is  interested  in  r;using  money  selling 
Pecans  Please  rush  Free  information  on  how  to  sell  Pecans  for 
fund  raising 


Your  Telephon 
Date  of  Sale _ 


-  No  Members  Selling  _ 

Return  to  Schcrmcr's  Specialty  Pecans 
P.O.  Box  3650,  Albany,  GA  31706-3650 


use  order  form  or  call 
1-800-841-3403 

(GA  residents  call  collect  0-912-888-1143) 

Schermer's  Specialty  Pecans 

P.O.  Box  3650,  Albany,  GA  3 1 706-3650 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 


Ken  Wales,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  who  is  the  executive  producer 
of  the  CBS  television  series 
“Christy,”  was  recently  honored 
by  the  American  Christian  Tele¬ 
vision  System  (see  related  story 
below)  for  helping  to  bring  pro¬ 
gramming  with  positive  Chris¬ 
tian  values  to  the  air. 

In  his  keynote  address  at  the 
ACTS  10th  Anniversary  lun¬ 
cheon  celebration,  Mr.  Wales 
said  that  “Christy” — starring 
Tyne  Daly,  Kellie  Martin  and 
Tess  Harper — has  had  a  strong 
impact  since  its  premiere  on  Eas¬ 
ter  Sunday. 

“Christy”  is  based  on  the  book 
of  the  same  name  by  the  late  in¬ 
spirational  author  Catherine 
Marshall. 

In  the  story,  based  on  the  real- 
life  experiences  of  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
shall’s  mother,  a  spirited  young 
woman  is  motivated  by  her  faith 
to  leave  her  sheltered  city  life 
and  teach  at  a  missionary  school 
in  the  remote  Smoky  Mountain 
community  of  Cutter  Gap. 

Mr.  Wales,  who  worked  for  18 
years  to  bring  “Christy”  to  the 
screen,  gave  the  following  evi¬ 
dence  for  the  program’s  impact: 

y  The  “Christy”  pilot  was 
watched  by  44  million  people  on 
Easter  Sunday,  led  CBS  viewing 
for  the  week  and  was  the  #5  pro¬ 


Ken  Wales 
. . .  'reaches  the  heart' 

gram  on  all  channels  for  the 
week; 

y  The  following  six  episodes 
were  watched  by  some  25  million 
people  a  week; 

y  CBS  has  received  more  pos¬ 
itive  cards,  letters  and  phone 
calls  for  “Christy”  than  for  any 
other  program  in  CBS  history; 

y  In  the  month  before  Mr. 
Wales’  speech,  he  personally  re¬ 
ceived  some  91,000  cards  and 
1 5,000  letters  at  his  home  affirm¬ 
ing  “Christy”; 

y  In  spite  of  this,  CBS  has  not 
put  “Christy”  in  the  opening 
lineup  for  fall  programming.  The 
network  has,  however,  ordered 


U.S.  homes.  Dr.  Johnson  said. 

The  idea  of  a  national  televi¬ 
sion  network  whose  programs 
would  promote  positive  Chris¬ 
tian  family  values  began  to  take 
shape  in  1980  when  the  Rev. 
Jimmy  R.  Allen  was  elected  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  commission. 

Dr.  Allen  spearheaded  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  ACTS  among  other 
activities  of  the  commission  until 
he  resigned  in  1989. 

Dr.  Allen  was  honored  at  the 
anniversary  luncheon  with  a 
plaque  of  appreciation  and  a 
standing  ovation. 

ACTS,  he  said,  “is  responding 
to  the  need  of  the  nation  for  this 
kind  of  programming.”  The  sys¬ 
tem  can  bring  spiritual  energy  to 
the  media  highway,  he  said,  and 
provide  “an  anchor  to  truth.” 

Dr.  Allen  said  his  vision  for 
the  network  is  that  it  will  “be  to 
religion  what  CNN  (Cable  News 
Network)  is  to  news.” 

ACTS  was  the  first  Christian 
television  system  to  refuse  to  so¬ 
licit  funds  from  viewers  over  the 
air.  Later,  the  Vision  Interfaith 
Satellite  Network  (VISN)  would 
have  the  same  no-viewer-solicita¬ 
tion  policy. 

VISN  and  ACTS  combined 
forces  in  1994  to  become  the 
Faith  &  Values  Network. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas— The 
“communications  highway”  is 
up  for  grabs,  and  the  American 
Christian  Television  System 
(ACTS)  is  poised  to  grab  it. 

That  was  the  message  deliv¬ 
ered  at  the  recent  10th  anniversa¬ 
ry  celebration  of  ACTS.  The 
system  was  launched  via  commu¬ 
nications  satellite  in  1984  by  the 
Fort  Worth- 
based  South¬ 
ern  Baptist 
Radio  and 
Television 
Commission. 

ACTS  is  a 
major  contrib¬ 
utor  to  the 
Faith  and  Val¬ 
ues  Network  which  draws  inter- 
faith  (including  United 
Methodist)  support  and  pro¬ 
gramming. 

In  the  near  future,  said  the  Rev. 
Jack  Johnson,  president  of  ACTS’ 
parent  commission,  there  is  the 
possibility  that  “almost  all  house¬ 
holds  in  the  U.S.  will  be  able  to  re- 
ceive  our  programs.  The 
[‘communications  highway’]  will 
offer  the  strongest  evangelism  tool 
in  the  history  of  Christendom.” 

Via  agreements  with  more 
than  1,350  cable  systems,  Faith 
&  Values  Network  is  capable  of 
reaching  more  than  21  million 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

-  connections 

NATIVE  AMERICAN:  The  Rev.  Marvin 

Abrams,  pastor  of  Native  American  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Norwalk,  Calif.,  has  been 
named  consultant  for  the  denomination's  Native 
American  comprehensive  plan.  The  four-year 
initiative  is  intended  to  expand  ministries  of 
presence,  to  provide  spiritual  nurture  and  to 
train  leaders  among  Native  American  United 
Methodists  across  the  nation. 


RECORD  YEAR:  Officials  of  the  United 

Methodist  Publishing  House  in  Nashville  say 
1994  has  been  a  record  year  for  release  of  major 
new  products.  The  first  volume  of  The  New  In¬ 
terpreter's  Bible  will  be  released  this  month, 
with  two  more  expected  annually  through  the 
year  2000.  The  denomination’s  publishing  arm 
also  introduced  Church  Music  for  Children,  its 
first  comprehensive  music  curriculum  for  chil¬ 
dren  from  pre-school  to  sixth  grade. 


CAIRO  CONFERENCE:  As  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Conference  on  Popul 
ment  meets  Sept.  5-13  in 
Cairo,  private,  nonprofit 
groups — including  United 
Methodists— will  play  a 
significant  role  in  the  de¬ 
bate  and  discussions.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  attending 
the  Cairo  meeting  include 
Kolya  Braun,  Women’s  Di¬ 
vision  executive  for  chil¬ 
dren,  youth  and  family  advocacy;  the  Rev. 
Robert  J.  Nelson  of  Logansport,  Ind.,  repre¬ 
senting  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  and  Jane  Hull  Harvey  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  An  eetimated 
20,000  people  will  take  part  in  non-govern¬ 
ment  organization  activities  in  Cairo. 

CLEANUP  CONTINUES:  Two  years 

after  Hurricane  Andrew  struck  south  Florida 
and  Louisiana,  United  Methodist  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  teams  are  still  on  the  scene,  rebuilding 
homes  destroyed  by  wind  and  water.  Six 
groups,  including  United  Methodists,  are  on 
the  job,  but  more  are  needed,  said  Lynette 
Fields,  director  of  United  Methodism’s  Miami 
District  disaster  response.  More  than  $9  mil¬ 
lion  has  been  contributed  for  hurricane  relief 
through  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Minister  fights 
against  global 
child  labor 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

WASHINGTON — The  Rev.  Pharis  J.  Harvey,  executive  director  of  the  International  Labor  Rights 
Education  and  Research  Fund,  is  a  prime  mover  behind  pending  legislation  to  ban  imports  made 
by  child  labor  (see  related  stories  at  left  and  below). 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 

Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— On  a  mis¬ 
sion  to  India  last  spring,  the  Rev. 
Pharis  J.  Harvey  witnessed  a  cru¬ 
el  side  of  the  global  economy.  He 
found  his  way  into  factories 
where  children  as  young  as  5 
years  old  work  long  hours  for  the 
lowest  pay  or  no  pay  at  all. 

Mr.  Harvey  also  traveled  by 
caravan  with  children  who  had 
been  liberated  from  slave  labor 
in  sweatshops  where  they  made 
clothes,  carpets,  and  other  goods 
that  turn  up  on  store  shelves  in 
the  United  States. 

The  clergyman  was  dispatched 
to  India  not  by  his  religious  de¬ 
nomination,  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  but  by  a  secular 
authority — the  U.S.  Department 
of  Labor,  which  is  preparing  a 
study  of  child  labor  worldwide. 
And  Mr.  Harvey  is  waging  a 
campaign — opposed  by  U.S.  im¬ 
porters — to  abolish  the  practice. 

By  all  accounts,  child  labor  is 
on  the  rise,  even  in  the  United 
States. 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 

Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Although  he 
has  ministered  for  years  abroad, 
the  Rev.  Pharis  Harvey  is  no  nov¬ 
ice  in  the  legislative  order  of  Wash¬ 
ington.  For  more  than  a  decade,  he 
has  lobbied  quietly  and  often  suc¬ 
cessfully  for  United  States  trade 
laws  to  protect  the  rights  of  work¬ 
ers  around  the  world. 

It  may  seem  an  odd  calling  for 
a  minister,  but  not  for  this  man 
of  the  cloth.  Since  his  ordination 
as  a  Methodist  minister  in  1964, 


"It’s  a  global  tragedy,”  Mr. 
Harvey  said  in  his  office  at  the 
United  Methodist  Building, 
across  the  street  from  the  U.S. 
Capitol.  “It’s  hard  to  tell  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  child  labor  and 
child  servitude." 

Ban  on  imports 

Mr.  Harvey  is  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  International  Labor 
Rights  Education  and  Research 
Fund,  the  force  behind  legisla¬ 
tion  introduced  by  Sen.  Tom 
Harkin,  D-Iowa,  and  Rep. 
George  E.  Brown  Jr.,  D-Calif. 
The  bill  would  ban  U.S.  imports 
of  goods  made  by  children  in  fac¬ 
tories  and  mines. 

In  lobbying  for  labor  rights,  Mr. 
Harvey  has  crafted  a  coalition  of 
politicians,  policy  makers,  and 
even  some  leaders  of  industry. 

"He’s  the  Pat  Robertson  of  that 
crowd,"  said  Jagdish  Bhagwafi,  a 
professor  of  international  econom¬ 
ics  at  Columbia  University.  Mr. 
Bhagwati  was  not  looking  to  flat¬ 
ter  with  his  comparison  to  Mr. 
Robertson,  the  fundamentalist 


the  Oklahoma  native  has  spent 
about  half  his  ministry  overseas. 
He  has  served  as  an  adviser  to 
Christian  student  groups  in  Oki¬ 
nawa,  Japan.  He  has  worked  with 
labor  and  peasant  movements 
throughout  Asia. 

Mr.  Harvey  was  married  in 
Korea  while  his  wife,  Jane  Hull 
Harvey,  was  on  assignment  there 
as  a  Methodist  missionary.  She 
now  works  three  floors  below 
him  at  the  United  Methodist 
Building,  as  an  executive  with 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 


preacher  and  political  operator. 

“Pharis  is  a  likable  sort  of  fel¬ 
low.  But  he’s  like  all  the  other 
fundamentalists.  He  refuses  to 
see  the  moral  complexity  of  these 
issues,”  said  Mr.  Bhagwati,  who 
believes  that  poor  countries  like 
his  native  India  should  not  be  pe¬ 
nalized  for  using  child  labor. 

If  stereotypes  are  in  order,  a 
more  plausible  one  of  Mr.  Har¬ 
vey  would  be  that  of  the  liberal 


Three  of  the  Harveys’  four 
children  were  born  in  Japan. 

“Japanese  was  their  first  lan¬ 
guage,"  the  father  noted.  “En¬ 
glish  was  second.” 

Settling  in  Washington  in  the 
1980s,  Mr.  Harvey  immersed 
himself  in  the  alphabet  soup  of 
world  trade — the  GATT,  GSP, 
OPIC,  and  later  on  NAFTA. 
These  are  laws  and  treaties  that 
hardly  anyone,  even  the  experts, 
seem  to  understand. 

While  keeping  a  low  profile, 
Mr.  Harvey’s  coalition  managed 
to  insert  “social  clauses”  in  the 


Protestant  do-gooder. 

On  a  wall  in  his  office  hangs  a 
poster  with  a  dark  rendering  of 
peasant  women  at  sewing  ma¬ 
chines.  In  red  letters  it  says, 
“Was  your  shirt  made  by  a  Gua¬ 
temalan  woman  earning  $3  a 
day?”  His  own  shirt,  a  light  blue 
oxford,  had  a  union  label. 

“I’ve  become  very  labor-con¬ 
scious  when  1  shop,”  the  silver-, 
haired  minister  said  with  a  light 


main  U.S.  trade  laws.  Among 
them:  the  Generalized  System  of 
Preferences  (GSP),  which  allows 
developing  countries  preferred 
access  to  U.S.  markets. 

These  clauses  have  established 
a  new  principle:  that  U.S.  trading 
partners  should  respect  the  rights 
of  workers,  notably  the  right  to 
organize  and  bargain  collectively. 

Mr.  Harvey  runs  the  labor 
rights  group  on  a  slim  budget  of 
$100,000  a  year  including  sala¬ 
ries  for  him  and  an  assistant. 
Most  of  the  funding  comes  from 
labor  unions  and  churches. 


chuckle,  as  he  described  how  he 
searches  through  labels  in  depart¬ 
ment  stores.  “I  try  to  avoid  buy¬ 
ing  clothes  from  countries  with 
the  most  atrocious  violations  of 
labor  rights.” 

Gray  areas 

Critics  of  a  ban  say  abolition¬ 
ists  like  Mr.  Harvey  fail  to  see 
the  gray  areas  of  this  moral  pic¬ 
ture.  In  many  places,  they  say, 
the  sad  reality  is  that  if  children 
don’t  work,  they  won’t  eat. 

Mr.  Harvey  argues  that  child  la¬ 
bor  perpetuates  poverty  among 
children  and  families  in  the  devel¬ 
oping  world.  For  one  thing,  he 
said,  “The  kids  don't  get  an  educa¬ 
tion.  They  don’t  have  a  future.” 

Worldwide,  as  many  as  200  mil¬ 
lion  children  under  15  years  old 
toil  on  farms  and  in  factories, 
mines  and  other  workplaces,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  International  Labor 
Organization,  a  United  Nation 
agency. 

Hearings  on  the  Harkin-Brown 
bill  are  expected  some  time  in  the 
fall,  along  with  the  Labor  Depart¬ 
ment's  global  survey  of  child  la¬ 
bor.  The  Clinton  administration 
has  yet  to  take  a  stand. 


Minister-lobbyist  pushes  for  labor  equity 
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Church  aid  still  needs  crews  two 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Two  years  after  Hurricane  An¬ 
drew  struck  south  Florida  and  Loui¬ 
siana,  United  Methodist  disaster 
response  teams  are  still  on  the 
scene,  rebuilding  homes  destroyed 
by  wind  and  water. 

In  the  fall  after  the  historic  Au¬ 
gust  1992  storm,  30  church-related 
organizations  were  present.  They 
ministered  to  victims,  helped  clean 
up  and  started  rebuilding,  recalled 
Lynette  Fields,  director  of  United 


Methodism’s  Miami  District  disas¬ 
ter  response. 

But  today,  only  six  groups — in¬ 
cluding  United  Methodists — re¬ 
main  on  the  job,  Ms.  Fields  added. 
Others  are  The  Salvation  Army,  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S. A.), 
Youth  For  Christ’s  Project  Serve, 
the  Christian  Reformed  Church 
and  an  interfaith  project. 

“We  need  volunteers  more  than 
anything  else,”  Ms.  Fields  said.  “If 
volunteers  are  available  for  rebuild¬ 
ing,  financial  contributions  can  be 
used  to  pay  for  materials.” 


She  said  “volunteers  can  save  40 
percent  to  60  percent  of  the  cost  of 
repairing  a  house  by  donating  their 
labor.” 

In  Louisiana,  recovery  continues 
with  United  Methodist  funding  and 
volunteer  work,  said  Glenn  Druil- 
het,  a  staff  member  at  Sager  Brown 
Center  in  Baldwin. 

Current  work  includes  carpentry 
and  plumbing  classes  for  local  resi¬ 
dents.  Those  who  complete  a 
plumbing  course  set  up  through  a 
local  vocational  school  to  start  Oct. 
1  will  earn  certification  in  plumb- 


Plots  of  recent  films  resemble 
four  Bible  narratives  and  a  parable 


By  RON  SALFEN 

Amnon  must  have  Tamar,  and  af¬ 
ter  he  does,  the  hate  with  which  he 
hated  her  was  greater  than  the  love 
with  which  he  loved  her  (2  Samuel 
13).  The  same  is  true  with  Peter 
Coyote’s  feelings  for  Emmanuelle 
Siegner  in  Bitter  Moon. 

The  difference  is  that  in  this  ris¬ 
que  English/French  venture,  Tamar 
gets  her  revenge.  He  becomes  as 
much  a  victim  of  her  hate  as  he  was 
intoxicated  by  her  love.  Hugh 
Grant  is  the  hapless  voyeur,  and  his 
offhanded  diffidence  plays  neatly 
into  the  manipulative  intensity  of 
the  others.  Like  Absalom  and  Ta¬ 
mar’s  story  this  one  ends  tragically. 
But  not  before  a  paroxysm  of  char¬ 
acter  development,  and  a  paradigm 
of  soured  passion. 

The  Client 

The  Client  is  David  meets  Goli¬ 
ath  (1  Samuel  17)  with  the  help  of 
Deborah  (Judges  4).  David  is  a  kid 
who  happened  to  be  an  eyewitness 
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UMC,  attention  Search  Committee,  Box  696,  Las 
Cruces,  NM  88004.  (505)  5266689. 


to  a  gang-related  death,  and  now  ev¬ 
erybody  is  after  him  to  tell  the 
truth,  which  he  knows  will  only  get 
him  in  more  trouble. 

Susan  Sarandon  is  Deborah,  the 
woman  lawyer  in  a  man’s  world 
whose  only  chance  of  success  is  to 
manage  to  manipulate  the  men 
around  her  to  get  them  to  do  what 
she  wants  done.  Goliath  is  Tommy 
Lee  Jones,  a  federal  prosecutor  with 
the  big  staff,  and  even  bigger  ambi¬ 
tion  to  make  a  name  for  himself. 
But  the  real  hero  is  the  brave,  re¬ 
sourceful  kid  standing  all  alone 
against  the  behemoth  who  would 
destroy  him  with  condescension. 

In  The  Name  Of  The  Father 

Joseph  is  unjustly  imprisoned  in 
Egypt  on  personal  charges  so  he  can 
achieve  a  political  purpose:  Make  a 
home  for  the  starving  chosen  people 
in  a  foreign  land  (Genesis  45).  Dan¬ 
iel  Day-Lewis  is  unjustly  impris¬ 
oned  for  political  reasons  in 
Ireland,  on  charges  that  he  is  a  ter¬ 
rorist  from  the  IRA,  bombing  En¬ 
gland  as  if  it  were  an  occupying 
country. 

In  The  Name  Of  The  Father  is  a 


wrenching  tale  of  personal  agony 
and  family  tragedy.  As  with  the 
Joseph  story,  the  real  redemption 
may  not  lie  in  the  broader  political 
scheme  at  all,  which  plays  on  for 
centuries,  but  in  the  dramatic  rec¬ 
onciling  of  one  estranged  family. 

It  Could  Happen  to  You 

It  Could  Happen  To  You  is  the 
mostly-true  story  of  a  cop  (Nicolas 
Cage)  who  didn’t  have  money  for  a 
tip  one  day,  so  he  offered  half  of  his 
lottery  ticket  to  the  waitress  (Brid¬ 
get  Fonda),  and  when  he  won,  he 
made  good  his  promise. 

Saul  didn't  think  David  had  a 
snowball’s  chance  of  coming  up 
with  a  hundred  Philistine  foreskins, 
either,  but  he  does.  And  so  Saul 
makes  good  on  his  promise  to  give 
his  daughter  in  marriage  (1  Samuel 
18).  In  both  cases,  the  love  story  is 
better  than  the  reality  of  the  partici¬ 
pant’s  lives,  which  are  filled  with  vi¬ 
olence,  greed,  lust,  and  love  of 
money. 

City  Slickers  II 

“City  Slickers  II”  is  the  forsaking 
of  all  to  pursue  the  pearl  of  great 
price  (Matthew  13:46),  in  this  case, 
a  buried  treasure,  except  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  hunt  our  hapless  city  boys 
discover  their  true  treasure,  which 
is  their  caring  for  one  another.  Sap¬ 
py,  but  at  least  it  doesn’t  take  itself 
too  seriously. 


years  after  Andrew 


ing,  Mr.  Druilhet  said. 

Both  the  Louisiana  and  Florida 
programs  have  conducted  special 
activities,  such  as  vacation  church 
schools  and  summer  camps,  for 
youth  and  children  affected  by  the 
storm. 

Wendy  Whiteside  in  the  New 
York  office  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR) 
said  more  than  $9  million  has  been 
received  in  donations  since  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Hurricane  Andrew 
relief  effort. 

Funds  may  still  be  sent  to  Hurri¬ 


cane  Andrew  Emergency  Advance 
No.  901185-6,  but  Ms.  Whiteside 
also  emphasized  the  need  for  Gen¬ 
eral  Disaster  funds. 

Church  groups  interested  in  send¬ 
ing  work  groups  to  south  Florida 
can  reach  the  Miami  District  Disas¬ 
ter  Response  office  at  (305)  251- 
3351,  Ms.  Fields  said. 

Each  eight-to  twelve-member 
team  needs  at  least  one  skilled  per¬ 
son,  she  said,  particularly  dry  wal¬ 
lers,  roofers,  carpenters  and 
electricians. 


At  Asbury 
Seminary,  It’s 
Who  You  Know 
That  Counts 


eorge  Hunter  was 
a  fish  out  of  water 
the  summer  of  ’62.  As 
a  seminaiy  student,  he  spent 
eight  weeks  sharing  his  faith 
with  "Muscle  Beach” 
surfers,  beatniks  and  body 
builders.  They  thought  he 
was  from  another  planet  — 
stained-glass  church  jargon 
made  little  sense  to  these 
folks.  That  experience  set 
Hunter  on  a  lifetime  quest 
that  has  placed  him  among 
the  leading  authorities  on 
communicating  the  Gospel 
to  secular  people. 

As  Dean  of  Asbury 
Seminaiy’s  E.  Stanley 
Jones  School  ol  World 
Mission  and  Evangelism, 
Dr.  Hunter  specializes  in 
teaching  students  how  to 
present  the  unchanging 
truth  of  the  Gospel  to  our 
post-Christian  work!.  And 
in  a  world  that’s  adrift  in  a 
sea  of  pluralism,  the  mission 
field  isn’t  just  overseas  — it’s 
over  a  cup  of  coffee,  over 
the  neighbors  hedges,  over¬ 
looking  12th  &  Vine. 

So  meet  George  Hunter. 
And  prepare  to  meet  your 
world  with  the  life-chang¬ 
ing  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Contact  the  office  of 
admissions  today  at  1  -800- 
2- AS  BURY. 
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than  one.  The  ■ 

author  of  the  I 

licst-sclling 
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People,  recently  1 

won  a  bench-press 
contest.  His  kids 
promptly  labeled  him 
"Elvis  Press." 
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Recycled  waste  is  'basic 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO  BY  LINDA  BLOOM 


BROOKLYN,  N.Y. — Ellen  Kirby,  a  United  Methodist,  turns  over  a 
compost  pile  in  a  demonstration  bin  at  the  Brooklyn  Botanic  Gar¬ 
den.  Ms.  Kirby  leads  the  garden's  unban  composting  project. 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
Unit'd  Methodist  News  Service 

As  a  former  longtime  United 
Methodist  agency  leader,  Ellen  Kir¬ 
by  may  not  be  able  to  turn  garbage 
into  gold,  but  she  does  know  how  to 
make  it  useable  again. 

In  the  compost  demonstration 
site  at  the  Brooklyn  (N.Y.)  Botanic 
Garden,  she  removes  the  lids  from  a 
variety  of  bins,  inserts  a  thermom¬ 
eter  and  assesses  the  progress  of  de¬ 
caying  leaves,  kitchen  waste  and 
grass  clippings. 

With  the  right  mix  of  “brown  and 
dry”  and  “green  and  wet”  materi¬ 
als — aided  by  air,  water  and  the 
generated  heat — a  rich,  black  hu¬ 
mus  is  produced,  she  explains. 

The  end  product  makes  a  good 
fertilizer  or  mulch  and  serves  an 
even  greater  purpose,  environmen¬ 
tally,  by  reducing  solid  waste  that 
must  be  stored  in  landfills. 

Recycling  since  1910 

Composting  is  not  new  for  the 
Brooklyn  Botanic  Garden.  It  has 
been  recycling  its  own  materials 
since  opening  in  1910  on  a  re¬ 
claimed  waste  dump. 

In  1993  the  garden  launched  a 
three-year  urban  composting  proj¬ 
ect  with  a  grant  from  the  New  York 
City  Department  of  Sanitation  to 
convince  Brooklyn’s  4  million  resi¬ 
dents  to  do  the  same. 

Ms.  Kirby,  a  24-year  employee  of 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  a 
Brooklyn  resident,  was  hired  to  lead 
that  project.  In  July  she  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  director  of  Brooklyn 
Green  Bridge,  the  garden’s  commu- 


to  life' 

Her  global  vision  is  of 
an  economic  and 
systematic  development 
of  composted  food  waste 
into  valuable  topsoil. 


nity-outreach  program,  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  composting  project. 

She  said,  “15  percent  of  all  resi¬ 
dential  waste  in  Brooklyn  is  kitchen 
waste.  . .  .  The  city’s  objective  is  to 
get  a  lot  of  that  recycled.” 

While  composting  may  seem  like 
an  alien  concept  in  a  highly  popu¬ 
lated,  concrete-dominated  area, 
many  New  Yorkers  have  managed 
to  create  patches  of  green  through 
community  gardens,  terraces,  court¬ 
yards  and  window  boxes. 

Even  a  studio  apartment  dweller 
could  handle  an  indoor  bin  of  earth¬ 
worms  who  eat  their  weight  in 
kitchen  garbage  and  shredded  news¬ 
paper  every  other  day. 

Global  vision 

Ms.  Kirby’s  own  interest  in  plants 
and  soil  began  to  flourish  15  years 
ago  in  the  community  garden  of 
Park  Slope  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Brooklyn.  In  1984  she 
took  charge  of  the  church’s  own 
composting  project. 

Ms.  Kirby  likes  the  tangible  re¬ 
sults  of  composting  and  considers 
the  connection  to  the  earth  and  how 
it  works  as  “basic  to  human  life.” 

Her  global  vision  is  of  an  eco¬ 
nomic  and  systematic  development 
of  composted  food  waste  into  valu¬ 
able  topsoil. 


Churches  respond  to  cleaning  God's  earth 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

When  members  of  Anona  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Largo,  Fla., 
adopted  part  of  nearby  Wilcox  Road 
for  a  cleanup  project,  they  found 
themselves  knee  deep  in  abandoned 
shopping  carts,  worn-out  mufflers 
and  discarded  car  batteries. 

Now,  says  Ann  Rogers,  chair¬ 
woman  of  the  church’s  environmen¬ 
tal  group,  church  crews  find 
“almost  no  trash.  People  are  taking 
pride  in  their  area  again.” 

Church  volunteers,  who  wear  or¬ 
ange  safety  vests  with  the  Anona 
name  as  they  work,  also  take  pride. 

As  Ms.  Rogers  explained  to  one 
dumbfounded  business  owner  on 
Wilcox  Road,  “We  feel  it  is  our  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  keep  God’s  earth 
clean  and  to  set  an  example.” 

That  sense  of  responsibility  is 
prompting  a  number  of  United 
Methodist  churches  and  regional 


conferences  to  become  involved  in 
preserving  the  environment. 

The  2,000-member  Anona  church 
also  cleans  up  a  milelong  stretch 
along  another  road,  hosts  an  annual 
“earth  expo”  each  fall,  participates 
in  a  yearly  beach  cleanup,  is  culti¬ 
vating  a  native  plant  yard  as  a  dem¬ 
onstration  project  and  is  upgrading 
church  facilities,  environmentally, 
on  a  long-term  basis. 

Churches  celebrate  Earth  Day 

On  the  other  coast,  the  Rev.  Peter 
Moore-Kochlacs,  as  director  of  en¬ 
vironmental  ministries,  assists 
Southern  California  churches  by 
publishing  newsletters  and  resource 
lists,  organizing  workshops  and  pro¬ 
moting  Earth  Day  activities. 

Last  April,  32  churches  there — 
more  than  half  United  Methodist — 
were  involved  in  worship  services, 
study  groups  and  action  projects 
during  the  week  of  Earth  Day.  He 


Travels  enlighten 
religious  diversity 


By  KENNETH  WRAY  CONNERS 

How  do  you  react  to  the  sight  of 
burgeoning  new  Muslim  and  Bud¬ 
dhist  temples  rising  across  America 
while  nearby  Christian  churches 
struggle  to  retain  members? 

Do  you  close  your  eyes  to  these 
other  religions  and  insist  that  we 
Christians  alone  possess  God? 

In  her  moving  and  powerful  book 
Diana  Eck,  a  United  Methodist, 
professor  of  comparative  religion 
and  Indian  studies  at  Harvard,  of¬ 
fers  creative  and  challenging  an¬ 
swers  to  questions  such  as  these. 

Spiritual  journey 

Dr.  Eck  was  inspired  by  her  spiri¬ 
tual  journey  from  a  childhood 
Methodist  background  in  Bozeman, 
Mont.,  to  the  holy  city  of  Banares 
along  the  Ganges. 

During  years  spent  in  visiting 
temples  and  shrines  throughout 
Asia,  she  studied  the  beliefs  and 
practices  of  worshipers,  engaging  in 
enlightened  dialogue  with  leaders 
and  their  followers. 

She  sees  interfaith  contacts  of  this 
type  as  a  two-way  opportunity  for 
mutual  learning  and  spiritual 
growth,  something  those  raised  in  a 
missionary  tradition  may  find  hard 
to  adopt. 

True  dialogue  is  not  debate,  she  re¬ 
minds  us,  but  a  truth-seeking  encoun¬ 
ter  which  can  help  us  discover,  clarify 
and,  hopefully,  expand  our  awareness 
of  our  interconnected  relationship 


Review 

Encountering  Cod:  A  Spiritual 
Journey  from  Bozeman  to  Banaras, 
by  Diana  L.  Eck.  Beacon  Press, 
1993.  266  pages,  hardcover. 
$24.00. 


with  one  another  and  with  God. 

An  important  prerequisite  is  to 
recognize  that  God  is  not  our  God, 
possessed  exclusively  by  us  like  one 
of  our  material  possessions.  Rather 
we  must  seek  to  relate,  through  Je¬ 
sus,  to  a  universal  God  who  has  in¬ 
spired  other  prophets  as  well. 

When  we  use  the  uniqueness  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  exclude  the  stranger 
of  another  faith,  we’ve  forgotten 
that  Christ  himself  was  open  to  all 
people,  regardless  of  their  religion 
or  status. 

Controversy  influenced 

Dr.  Eck  points  out  how  contro¬ 
versy  down  through  the  ages  be¬ 
tween  the  Orthodox  Church  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  over  the 
Holy  Spirit  has  influenced  attitudes 
toward  other  faiths. 

She  emphasizes  her  strong  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  Christian  faith,  ob¬ 
serving  that  the  aim  of  pluralism  is 
not  to  create  a  new  syncretistic  reli¬ 
gion  nor  an  amalgam  of  different 
aspects  of  various  religions  into  a 
person’s  faith. 

In  her  closing  chapters  the  author 


said  he  hopes  100  churches  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  25th-anniversary 
Earth  Day  celebration  in  1995. 

At  the  denomination’s  Califor¬ 
nia-Pacific  Annual  Conference  in 
June,  advance  materials  were  print¬ 
ed  with  soy-based  ink  on  recycled 
paper,  and  earth-related  prayers 
were  part  of  the  daily  devotionals. 

Churches  were  formally  encour¬ 
aged  to  abide  by  Paragraph  202  in 
the  United  Methodist  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  which  calls  on  local  congrega¬ 
tions  “to  defend  God’s  creation  and 
live  as  an  ecologically  responsible 
community.” 

Mr.  Moore-Kochlacs  says  his 
mandate  is  to  “help  congregations 
live  out  those  words  of  guidance  in 
the  Discipline." 

Education  encouraged 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference,  which  includes  Colora¬ 
do  and  Utah  and  parts  of  Wyoming, 


. .  To  defend  God's 
creation  and  live  as  an 
ecologically  responsible 
community." 

— Book  of  Discipline 


has  demonstrated  a  historic  interest 
in  ecological  concerns,  according  to 
Clara  Lou  Humphrey. 

As  volunteer  environmental  stew¬ 
ardship  advocate  for  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  board  of  church  and  society, 
Ms.  Humphrey  encourages  educa¬ 
tion  and  action  at  the  congregation¬ 
al  level  and  in  coalition  with  other 
community  groups. 

Regional  issues  range  from  water- 
treatment  procedures  to  mining 
techniques  to  the  saving  of  endan¬ 
gered  species. 

The  environmental  significance  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains  is  crucial.  “We 
feel  like  we’re  the  stewards  for  the  re¬ 
sources  of  the  country,”  she  says. 
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LUTHERAN  WORLD  FEDERATION  PHOTO  BY  ROGER  KAHLE 

INDIA— Experiencing  the  Mahabalipuram  Hindu  temple  can  en¬ 
lighten  our  own  Christian  faith  (see  accompanying  review). 


emphasizes  the  need  for  all  religions 
to  cooperate  in  creating  the  “imag¬ 
ined  community,”  where  together 
we  strive  to  eliminate  inequities, 
prejudice,  injustice,  militarism  and 
harm  to  the  environment. 

For  those  seeking  to  expand  their 
religious  horizons  and  become 


more  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  our 
pluralistic  world,  I  strongly  recom¬ 
mend  this  book,  which  could  well 
become  a  religious  classic. 

Mr.  Conners,  of  Meadowbrook, 
Pa.,  frequently  reviews  books  for 
the  Reporter. 


Music  event  to  explore 
worship,  faith,  mission 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — In  any  language 
and  in  any  cultural  context,  the  sto¬ 
ry  of  the  Christian  faith  and  its  im¬ 
pact  often  is  told  most  effectively 
through  song,  ritual  and  other  sa¬ 
cred,  artistic  expressions  such  as 
dance  and  drama. 

“Amazing  Grace  ’94:  Global 
Praise,”  scheduled  for  Nov.  27-30 
in  Nashville,  will  feature  lectures, 
workshops  and  worship  services  led 
by  at  least  15  worldwide  Christian 
music  leaders,  including: 

•f  Russian  musician  Ludmila 
Garbuzova,  minister  of  music  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Moscow; 

/  Marilyn  Hofstra,  specialist  in 
Native  American  hymnody  and  edi¬ 
tor  of  Voices,  a  worship  book  for 
Native  American  United  Method¬ 
ists; 

S  The  Rev.  Pablo  Sosa,  compos¬ 
er,  seminary  professor  and  pastor 
from  Argentina; 

•f  Melva  W.  Costen,  professor  of 
worship  and  music  at  the  Interde¬ 
nominational  Theological  Center  in 
Atlanta; 

V  Raquel  Achon  of  Long  Beach, 
Calif.,  editor  of  the  Ecumenical 
Spanish  Hymnal  USA: 

/  Patrick  Matsikenyiri,  compos¬ 
er  and  music  warden  at  Africa  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Mutare,  Zimbabwe; 

/  Sun  Kyung  Lee,  director  of 
music  at  Placentia  (Calif.)  Korean 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young,  editor 
of  the  1989  United  Methodist  Hym- 


" It  is  that  link  between 
effective  ministry  and 
vibrant  worship  that 
leaders  will  explore  with 
attenders  of  the 
November  conference." 

— Carlton  R.  Young 


nal  and  co-convener,  said  the  idea 
of  the  event  began  several  years  ago 
when  he  and  other  sacred-music  ex¬ 
perts  crossed  paths  at  various  global 
Christian  gatherings  such  as  World 
Council  of  Churches’  assemblies. 

In  various  consultations,  the  mu¬ 
sicians  discovered  a  worldwide  cor¬ 
relation  between  the  strength  and 
relevance  of  churches  and  their  mis¬ 
sion — regardless  of  culture — and 
the  vitality  of  the  church’s  worship 
and  music. 

“It  is  that  link  between  effective 
ministry  and  vibrant  worship  that 
leaders  will  explore  with  attenders 
of  the  November  conference,”  Dr. 
Young  said. 

The  event  is  co-sponsored  by  the 
Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nashville 
and  both  the  Women’s  Division  and 
Mission  Evangelism  office  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  based  in  New 
York.  It  is  open  to  any  interested  pas¬ 
tor,  layperson  or  musician.  Housing 
is  limited  to  1 40  persons. 

Information  is  available  from 
Young,  c/o  Scarritt-Bennett  Center, 
1888  19th  Ave.  S.,  Nashville,  TN 
37212-21 66. 


Acting  in  good  faith 


By  RON  SALFEN 

In  the  ninth  chapter  of  Judges, 
this  parable  is  told  about  making 
Abimelech  king: 

The  trees  ask  first  the  olive,  then 
the  fig,  then  the  vine,  to  reign  over 
them,  and  they  will  not. 

Finally  they  ask  the  bramble,  who 
accepts  but  warns  the  other  trees 
about  acting  in  good  faith. 

The  Hudsucker  Proxy 

In  The  Hudsucker  Proxy,  the  sud¬ 
denly  leaderless  board  of  directors 
of  a  fictional  50s  manufacturing 
firm,  headed  by  a  cigar-chomping 
Paul  Newman,  makes  Tim  Rob¬ 
bins,  a  mail-room  bramble  boy, 
their  new  president  because  they 
think  they  can  control  him. 

But  he  sticks  them  all  in  a  thorny 
way  nobody  could  envision. 

Bloodless  caricatures,  surreal 
sets,  warmthless  wit  and  a  power- 
ploy  plot  combine  to  make  this  un¬ 
usual  film  about  as  appealing  as 
watching  a  strong  church  board  ma¬ 
nipulate  its  naive  new  minister. 

Blown  Away 

Speaking  of  board  meetings, 
Blown  Away  is  as  violent  as  a  battle¬ 
ground,  where  the  winner  is  the  one 
left  standing  in  the  rubble  at  the  end. 

Kurt  Russell’s  true  love  is  not  his 
naive  girlfriend,  who  is  unaware  of 
his  shady  past  and  helpless  before 
his  solitary  angst  (at  least  when  Abi¬ 
gail  met  David,  she  already  knew  he 
was  a  hoodlum:  1  Samuel  25:23). 

Russell  seems  to  love  his  work 
with  the  Boston  Bomb  Squad,  but 
they,  too,  are  unaware  that  the 


source  of  his  expertise  is  a  former 
association  with  the  Irish  Republi¬ 
can  Army. 

His  painful  memories  are  recur¬ 
ring  nightmares  which  become  all 
too  real  through  the  menacing  ap¬ 
pearance  of  an  old  convict-in-arms 
(Tommy  Lee  Jones).  (David’s  old 
enmities  had  a  way  of  coming  back 
to  haunt  him,  as  well.) 

Speaking  of  old  enmities,  Joseph 
shows  his  vindictive  side  with  h’s 
family  as  he  entraps  them,  arrests 
them,  detains  them,  makes  them 
squirm  and  threatens  them  before 
he  finally  forgives. 

True  Lies 

Arnold  Schwarzenegger  does  the 
same  thing  to  his  wife  (Jamie  Lee 
Curtis)  in  True  Lies,  and  this  mean¬ 
ness  does  not  sit  well  with  the  sensi¬ 
tive  viewer,  despite  the  otherwise 
flashy  and  urbane  attempt  at 
tongue-in-cheek  espionage,  like 
James  Bond  with  an  Austrian  ac¬ 
cent. 

True  Lies,  despite  an  impressive 
array  of  retribution  games,  forgets 
to  convince  the  viewer  that  its  main 
characters  are  believable. 

Mr.  Salfen  is  a  frequent  reviewer 
of  films  and  videos  for  the  Reporter 
and  a  Presbyterian  minister  in 
Pennsylvania. 


Recent  hymn  of  faith  lifts 
justice,  equality  to  life  of  love 


For  the  healing  of  the  nations. 

Lord,  we  pray  with  one  accord: 

For  a  just  and  equal  sharing 
Of  the  things  that  earth  affords: 

To  a  life  of  love  in  action 
Help  us  rise  and  pledge  our  word.  * 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Fred  Kaan’s  hymn  was  first  sung 
Dec.  10,  1965,  at  a  service  observ¬ 
ing  Human  Rights  Day  in  the  Pil¬ 
grim  Congregational  Church  in 
Plymouth,  England. 

It  is  a  prayer  to  God  for  healing, 
sharing,  caring,  goodness  and  loss  of 
“pride  of  status,  race  or  schooling.” 

Kaan  became  minister  of  Pilgrim 
Church  in  1963  and  served  there  five 
years.  In  1968  he  was  named  general 
secretary  of  the  International  Congre¬ 
gational  Council  that  merged  two 
years  later  with  the  World  Alliance  of 
Reformed  Churches  in  Geneva. 

It  was  at  Plymouth  that  he  began 
writing  hymns  when  he  could  not  find 
hymns  appropriate  for  his  sermons. 
He  sought  to  find  contemporary  ways 
of  singing  the  gospel  and  the  faith  and 
felt  a  strong  need  for  hymns  about  the 
city,  for  social  concerns  and  express¬ 
ing  Christ’s  humanity. 

Austin  Lovelace  has  said  of  Kaan 
that  “his  use  of  simple  and  direct 


History 
of  Hymns 

language,  word  associations,  puns, 
ambiguity,  double  meanings  and 
joyful  surprises  combined  with 
theological  and  poetic  responsibil¬ 
ity  are  all  hallmarks  of  his  work.” 

The  musical  setting  is  the  Welsh 
tune  Cwm  Rhondda  (valley  of 
Rhondda).  John  Hughes  composed 
the  tune  in  1907  for  a  festival  at  the 
Baptist  chapel  at  Pontypridd, 
Wales,  where  he  was  a  deacon. 

Robert  G.  McCutchan  intro¬ 
duced  the  hymn  tune  to  Methodists 
in  the  1935  hymnal,  set  to  Harry 
Emerson  Fosdick’s  hymn  “God  of 
Grace  and  God  of  Glory.”  Fosdick 
opposed  this  marriage  of  text  and 
tune  and  said,  “They  have  ruined 
my  hymn,  and  the  Methodists  did 
it!”  Sixty  years’  usage  have  proven 
McCutchan’s  judgment  right. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"O  Love  That  Wilt  Not  Let  Me  Co" 

(“  1968  Hope  Publishing  Co.;  380  S. 
Main  PI.,  Carol  Stream,  IL  60188.  All  rights 
reserved.  Used  by  permission.) 
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GET  INVOLVED 


By  KRISTIN  HUNT 

Have  you  ever  felt  that  you  have 
something  more  to  give  to  your 
church,  but  figured  that  since  you 
are  a  youth  there  is  not  much  you 
can  do?  Do  you  have  ideas  that 
might  be  helpful  in  youth  work  or 
even  the  life  of  the  entire  church? 
Well,  as  Paul  said  to  Timothy,  “Do 
not  let  anyone  look  down  on  you 
because  you  are  young."  This  sug¬ 
gests  that  you  should  not  underesti¬ 
mate  your  own  power  to  get  things 
done. 

But,  how? 

There  are  several  ways  to  get  in¬ 
volved.  Find  out  if  your  church  has 
youth  members  on  such  groups  as 
the  Administrative  Board  or  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries.  If  not,  become  a 
member!  Secondly,  each  church  is 
allowed  to  have  two  youth  and  one 
adult  on  their  District  Council  on 
Youth  Ministries  (DCYM). 

Find  out  who  represents  you  and 
your  church  on  the  DCYM.  If  you 
do  not  have  any  representatives, 


Kristin  Hunt,  CCYM  president,  is 
looking  over  her  own  shoulders 
as  she  calls  for  youth  to  "Get  In¬ 
volved!" 

call  for  an  election,  and  run  for  that 
office! 

From  there  you  can  plan  district 


youth  events  and  even  run  for 
membership  on  the  Conference 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries 
(CCYM)  and  various  other  posi¬ 
tions  in  which  you  can  serve  the 
Lord  and  have  a  great  time,  too! 

Go  for  it! 

As  youth,  we  are  full  members  of 
this  church  (we  became  full  mem¬ 
bers  when  we  were  confirmed).  It  is 
our  responsibility  to  be  involved  — 
no  one  will  do  it  for  you.  But,  be¬ 
lieve  me,  you  will  be  glad  that  you 
took  the  initiative.  I  am  glad  that  I 
did.  As  a  part  of  my  experiences 
with  the  church  I  have  been  able  to 
travel  to  New  York,  Chicago  and 
Los  Angeles.  This  has  also  given  me 
the  chance  to  meet  some  of  my  very 
best  friends. 

The  names  and  phone  numbers 
of  each  district’s  youth  coordinator 
are  located  on  this  page.  Please  use 
them  to  get  more  information  on 
becoming  involved  in  your  district. 
Go  for  it! 


Coming  Attractions 


FALL  CONVOCATION  74 

(Fellowship,  Sharing,  Games  and  Worship) 


OPEN  THE  QOOfi  . . . 
COME  SEE  A  FPIEN3 

September  24,  1224 
AT 

Woodmen  of  the  World  Youth  Damp 
Woodworth,  LA 

2:00  a.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 

DOST:  810.00 

Join  ttie  Bishop 
al  the  [tanking  Booth 

(We're  not  Klddlngl) 


Sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministry 
FOR 

Junior  High  -  Senior  High  -  Adult  Workers  with  Youth 
Bring  Your  Own  Lunch!! 

Extra  clothes  and  money  for  YSF  dunking  booth 


Junior  High 
Retreat 


for  7th  and  8th  Grades 
asks:  How  can  I  be  a  good  friend? 


Friends  In  Need 
AND 

Friends  In  Deed! 


November  11-13,  1994 
Tall  Timbers  Retreat  Center 


Senior  High 
Retreat 


(Grades  9-12) 

'READ  THE  BOOK, 
DON'T  WAIT  FOR  THE  MOVIE' 


CALL  ROGER 

For  additional  information  about  any  of  these  or  other  youth 
events  contact: 

Rev.  Roger  Templeton 

Conference  director  of  youth  and  campus  ministries 

527  North  Boulevard 

Baton  Rouge  LA  70802-5720 

Phone:  504/346-1646 

FAX:  504/383-2652 


(How  to  use  the  Bible) 

February  3-5, 1995 
Tall  Timbers  Campground, 
Woodworth,  LA 

$45.00/person 

(More  information  coming  soon!) 


§  i  KAMI 

Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 

1994-95 


Officers 

President:  Kristin  Hunt  (First  UMC, 

Monroe) 

Vice-President:  Brian  Mercer  (Mangham 
UMC) 

Secretary:  Thomas  Wright  (Nolley  Memorial 
UMC,  Jena) 

Jurisdiction  Youth  Team:  Jamie  Grubbs 
(FUMC,  Minden) 

Clifton  Conrad  (Calvary  UMC) 

Youth  Service  Fund  Committee:  Jon 
Richardson  (Asbury  UMC) 

Brigett  Bearden  (Summer  Grove  UMC) 

Betty  Smith  (FUMC,  Bossier  City) 

Executive  Committee:  Karen  Edenfield, 
(Faith,  Wesley  Chapel  UMC) 

Faye  Ross  (Wesley  UMC) 

NYMO:  Dolores  Giles  (Mt.  Zion  UMC) 
Conference  Youth  Coordinator: 

Roger  Templeton  (Conference  Headquarters) 

ACADIANA  DISTRICT 

Coordinator:  Laura  Meade  (Abbeville  UMC) 
Associate  Coordinator:  Rex  Soule  (First 
UMC,  Houma) 

Youth:  Jon  Richardson  (Asbury  UMC) 

Ryan  Pleasants  (Asbury  UMC) 

Natalie  Richard  (Northwood  UMC) 

Ray  Meade  (Abbeville  UMC) 

Clifton  Conrad  (Calvary  UMC) 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

Coordinator:  Betty  Williams  (Trinity  UMC, 
Bunkie) 

Associate  Coordinator:  Brenda  Wright 
(Nolley  Memorial  UMC) 

Youth:  Cinda  Clark  (First  UMC, 
Natchitoches) 

Matt  O’Dell  (Horseshoe  Drive  UMC) 
Thomas  Wright  (Nolley  Memorial  UMC) 
Amy  Choate  (First  UMC,  Natchitoches) 
Stephen  Williams  (St.  Mark  UMC, 
Alexandria) 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

Coordinator:  Faye  Ross  (Wesley  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge) 

Associate  Coordinator:  Mary  Ann  Walker 
(Magnolia  UMC) 

Youth:  Anthony  Lathan  (Wesley  UMC, 

Baton  Rouge) 

Matthew  Crowson  (Magnolia  UMC) 

Duane  Clark  (St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge) 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

Coordinator:  Barbara  Miller  (Wesley  UMC, 
Sulphur) 

Associate  Coordinator:  Teresa  Wright 
(FUMC,  Crowley) 

Youth:  B.J.  Johnson  (Wesley  UMC,  Sulphur) 


Brooke  Earles  (First  UMC,  Crowley) 
Cherie  LeJeune  (First  UMC,  Crowley) 
Melissa  Blakey  (First  UMC,  Crowley) 
Cedric  Johnson  (First  UMC,  Jennings) 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

Coordinator:  Peggy  Nipper  (McGuire  UMC) 
Associate  Coordinators:  Sandra  Thomas  (St. 
Paul  UMC) 

Delane  Morrow  (McGuire  UMC) 

Youth:  Brian  Mercer  (Mangham  UMC) 

Matt  Nipper  (McGuire  UMC) 

Nicholas  Jordan  (Mangham  UMC) 
Brianne  Fluke  (First  UMC,  Monroe) 
Kristin  Hunt  (First  UMC,  Monroe) 

Ginny  Willis  (McGuire  UMC) 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

Coordinator:  Angelle  Hankenhof  (Rayne 
Memorial  UMC) 

Associate  Coordinator:  Dolores  Giles  (Mt. 
Zion  UMC) 

Youth:  Janelle  Johnson  (Mt.  Zion  UMC) 
Lane  Winn  (Munholland  UMC) 

Jefferson  Reese  (Hartzell  UMC) 

Kimberly  Johnson  (Hartzell  UMC) 

NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT 

Coordinator:  Rhonda  Whitley  (St.  Timothy 
UMC,  Mandeville) 

Associate  Coordinator:  Pleasant  Sibley 
(Walker  UMC) 

Youth:  Rebecca  Beverly  (Centenary  UMC, 
Franklinton) 

Kewanda  August  (Winan  UMC) 

Brittany  Burton  (First  UMC,  Hammond) 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Coordinator:  Karen  Edenfield  (Faith-Wesley 
Chapel  UMC) 

Associate  Coordinator:  Kammie  Seffens 
(FUMC,  Minden) 

Youth:  Patrick  Anderson  (First  UMC, 
Farmerville) 

Steven  Carnahan  (First  UMC,  Minden) 
Miranda  O’Dell  (Grace  UMC,  Ruston) 
Jennifer  Hinckley  (New  Hope  UMC, 
Dodson) 

Jamie  Grubbs  (First  UMC,  Minden) 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

Coordinator:  Betty  Smith  (First  UMC, 
Bossier  City) 

Associate  Coordinator:  Gina  Jenkins  (Noel 
UMC,  Shreveport) 

Youth:  Cyndi  Dear  (Summer  Grove  UMC) 
David  McCormick  (Christ  UMC, 
Shreveport) 

Nicole  Hunt  (Summer  Grove  UMC) 
Brigette  Bearden  (Vivian  UMC) 

Crystal  Thomas  (St.  James  UMC, 
Shreveport) 


Natalie  Richard,  ABOVE,  of  Car- 
encro  is  SUREly  glad  she  became 
involved  with  the  CCYM. 


Give  to 


Youth  Service  Fund 

money  raised  by  youth 
for  youth 


Adult  (?)  workers  with  youth  en¬ 
joy  themselves  at  gatherings. 
Pictured  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Betty 
Smith,  Betty  Williams,  Rev.  Ka¬ 
ren  Edenfield,  Dolores  Giles  and 
Laura  Meade. 


(efferson  Reese 
and  Janelle 
Johnson,  PHO¬ 
TO  ON 
RIGHT,  share 
in  the  fun  of 
JYMO  '94. 


Enjoying  life  are,  (faces)  FROM  LEFT,  Brianne  Fluke,  Ryan  Pleasants, 
Matthew  Crowson  and  Amy  Choate,  members  of  CCYM. 
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Apportionments:  UM  dollars  doing  Christ's  work 


A 

portion  meant 
for  others 

Delegates  to  the  1994  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Session  discussed  and  approved 
the  1995  Conference  budget  of  $6,121,500. 

This  budget  includes  our  missional  out¬ 
reach,  our  resource  services  to  local  churches, 
administration,  support  of  our  Conference  institutions  and  ministries, 
and  ecumenical  commitments. 

1  still  remember  the  mood  of  the  Conference  during  the  vote.  Dele¬ 
gates  participated  in  discussion,  debated,  and  in  a  moment  of  decisive 
affirmation  approved  the  budget. 

This  budget  becomes  our  1995  Apportionments  which  are  divided 
among  the  600  churches  in  a  fair  and  consistent  ratio  by  a  decimal  sys¬ 
tem. 

Each  local  church  is  urged  to  pay  100  per  cent  of  its  share.  Congre¬ 
gations  not  affirming  their  fair  share  are  like  members  of  a  team  not 
doing  their  part. 

We  are  a  connection;  a  covenanted  body  of  Christians  and  local 
churches.  Apportionments  are  at  the  heart  of  Methodism  because  we 
understand  ourselves  to  be  in  ministry  together. 


Outreach 

World  Service  —  $860,000 

World  Service  is  the  basic  benevolent  fund  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Through  World  Service  every  United  Methodist  supports  thousands  of  ministries 
around  the  world.  The  fund  lays  the  groundwork  for  ministry  across  the  denomina¬ 
tion  in  the  areas  of  mission,  discipleship,  church  and  society,  communications  and 
many  others.  Of  the  total  Conference  budget  14  per  cent  goes  to  World  Service. 

Conference  Benevolences  —  $509,500 

Another  eight  per  cent  of  our  budget  goes  to  support  local  churches  in  their  min¬ 
istries.  The  Council  on  Ministries  encourages,  coordinates  and  promotes  important 
programs  of  the  conference.  Council  on  Ministries’  resources  support  services  for 
conference,  district  and  local  church  ministries:  VISION  2000,  Global  Ministries, 
Discipleship,  Disaster  Relief,  Church  and  Society,  Laity,  Committees  &  Commis¬ 
sions,  Communications,  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Reporter  and  Operational 
Funding. 

Ministerial  Education  —  $374,000 

United  Methodism  has  13  seminaries  established  to  train  clergy  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation.  The  Ministerial  Education  Fund  provides  assistance  to  those  who  are  in 
school.  Twenty-two  percent  of  the  money  raised  is  retained  and  administered  by 
the  Annual  Conference.  This  is  six  per  cent  of  the  Conference  budget. 

Colleges  and  Universities  —  $890,500 

Another  1 5  per  cent  of  the  budget  goes  to  the  support  of  Centenary  College,  Dil¬ 
lard  University  and  the  Black  College  Fund.  Centenary  is  owned  by  the  Conference 
and  Dillard  is  owned  jointly  by  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and  the  United  Church  of  Christ.  Both  institutions  are 
known  throughout  the  nation  as  leaders  in  excellence  and  innovation  in  higher  edu¬ 
cation.  Since  the  1 860s  our  churches  have  provided  quality  education  through  sup¬ 
port  of  our  black  institutions  of  higher  education.  Ten  colleges  and  a  medical 
school  have  met  the  individual  needs  of  thousands  of  students. 


How  Do  Apportionments  Get  Divided? 

How  does  a  six  million  dc  'nr  budget  get  divided  among  almost  600 
churches?  Try  this  formula. 

A  decimal  is  determined  by  using  a  church’s  percent  of  the  total  of: 

✓  local  church  expenditures,  omitting  all  benevolem  nd  capital  expen¬ 
ditures 

■/  the  membership  of  all  churches  in  the  annual  confet  ce. 

Expenditures  are  weighted  three-fourths  and  membership  one-fourth  in 
setting  the  formula.  In  1995,  the  formula  will  be  based  >  a  Ihree-year  av¬ 
erage. 


Who  Approved  This  Budget  Anyway? 

The  Conference  budget  is  approved  annually  by  the  voting  members 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

That  group  is  composed  of  at  least  one  lay  member  from  every 
charge  and  all  clergy.  It  is  always  balanced  to  include  an  equal  number 
of  clergy  and  lay  members. 

The  1995  budget  was  approved  in  Shreveport  on  June  8,  1994. 


Rev.  Dick 
Scott-Welch, 
pastor,  Maple¬ 
wood  UMC, 
Sulphur,  LEFT, 
and  Bishop 
William  Oden 
look  over  new 
sign  erected  on 
church's  50th 
anniversary. 


Barbara  and 
Richard  Sock- 
rider,  RIGHT, 
donated  a  new 
sign  for  Roa¬ 
noke  UMC, 
where  Dr. 
William  R. 
Boyd,  EXTREME 
LEFT,  is  pastor, 
and  Cy  Bill 
Tietje,  LEFT,  is 
lay  leader. 


- 1 

Grand  Chenier 
UMC,  which 
began  as  a 
mission  in 
1859,  this  year 
got  a  new  sign 
that  includes 
the  name  of 
the  pastor, 

Rev.  Joe  L. 
Rountree. 
_ I 


Wesley  Foundations  —  $613,600 

Campus  minister,  Rev.  James  E.  Wilson  said,  “Young  adults  are  searching  for 
the  saving  grace  the  church  proclaims.  This  is  a  new  age  for  young  adults.  They  un¬ 
derstand  that  community  of  faith  is  a  good  thing.  This  is  a  nationwide  trend,  as 
witnessed  in  Christian  student  movements  being  formed  at  national  and  state  lev¬ 
els  and  a  renewed  interest  in  Christian  student  conferences.  Campus  ministry  is  not 
a  local  church  and  not  intended  to  take  the  place  of  the  local  church;  our  task  is  to 
return  students  to  you  who  are  eager  to  learn  how  your  church  operates  so  they  can 
place  their  gifts  and  graces  to  the  best  use  ’’  Ten  percent  of  the  budget  provides  a 
relationship  with  and  oversees  the  1 1  full-time  campus  Wesley  Foundations  and 
Ecumenical  Ministries  across  the  state. 

Africa  University  —  $40,000 

Almost  one  per  cent  of  the  budget  is  designated  for  Africa  University.  In  1988, 
the  UMC  overwhelmingly  approved  the  establishment  of  a  university  in  Zimbabwe 
—  the  first  institution  of  higher  education  on  the  continent  of  Africa,  founded  by 
the  UMC.  Plans  for  this  university  include  seven  different  schools.  The  first  two  of 
these  officially  opened  in  March  of  1992-the  School  of  Theology  and  the  School  of 
Agriculture.  Enrolled  are  65  students  from  six  African  countries. 

Mission  Initiatives  and  Other  Benevolences  —  $63,500 

During  1992  General  Conference  delegates  established  the  Mission  Initiatives 
Fund  to  be  allocated  to  the  church’s  program  agencies  for  the  following  ministries: 
Hispanics;  substance-abuse;  Native  Americans;  older  adults;  campus  ministries 
.and  deaf  ministries.  Two  institutions  with  long-standing  distinguished  records  of 
ministry  are  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  the  only  UM  predominately  Hispanic  edu¬ 
cational  institution  in  the  United  States,  and  Gulfside  Assembly,  site  of  retreats, 
youth  gatherings  and  training  opportunities.  Together  they  receive  one  per  cent  of 
our  conference  budget. 

Ecumenical  Ministries  —  $54,000 

The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  and  the  Interdenominational  Coopera¬ 
tive  Fund  help  provide  for  United  Methodist  participation  in  mission  with  other 
Christian  faiths.  This  is  one  per  cent  of  the  budget. 

Ministerial  Support 

Conference  Clergy  Support  Funds  —  $1,009,500 

The  Episcopal  Fund  provides  for  the  compensation  of  effective  bishops  and  for 
the  support  of  the  retired  bishops,  surviving  spouses  and  minor  children  of  de¬ 
ceased  bishops.  Also  paid  from  this  fund  are  bishops’  pensions  and  other  benefits, 
plus  housing,  travel,  office,  moving  and  all  other  expenses  related  to  the  office  of 
the  bishop. 

The  District  Superintendents'  Fund  provides  for  compensation,  pension,  health 
insurance,  housing,  travel,  office,  moving,  visits  to  seminaries,  cabinet  meetings 
and  continuing  education  for  the  nine  Louisiana  Conference  District  Superinten¬ 
dents.  Another  1 5  per  cent  of  our  budget  is  for  our  episcopal  and  district  offices. 

Pastors'  Equitable  Compensation 
Pension  and  Disability  Benefit  —  $906,000 

This  is  used  to  pay  ministers’  pensions  for  years  of  service  prior  to  January  1, 
1982.  This  fund  also  provides  a  pharmaceutical  supplement  and  administrative 
costs  for  the  Conference  medical  and  hospitalization  program.  The  Equitable  Com¬ 
pensation  Fund  underwrites  the  minimum  compensation  scale  for  full-time  pastors 
whose  churches  cannot  meet  the  conference  requirement.  Another  15  per  cent  of 
the  budget  is  needed  for  these  causes. 

Administrative  Expense 

General  Church  and  Conference  —  $800,900 

Only  1 3  per  cent  of  our  budget  goes  for  administrative  expenses.  These  expenses 
include  annual,  jurisdictional  and  general  conference  sessions,  the  support  of  the 
Conference  offices;  treasurer,  secretary,  administrative  services.  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  pension  and  health  insurance  benefits  and  statistician,  in-house  printing  and 
the  funding  of  committees  and  offices  of  the  church  at  large. 


New  UM  signs  are  inviting 


Symbols  of  Inviting  Congrega¬ 
tions  are  the  new  signs  being  erect¬ 
ed  throughout  Louisiana  at  UM 
churches. 

Maplewood  UMC,  Sulphur,  had 
its  new  sign  completed  in  time  for 
the  50th  anniversary  observance 
this  year.  Celebrating  with  the 
church  were  Bishop  Oden;  Dr. 
Larry  Maddin,  superintendent  of 
Lake  Charles  District;  former  pas¬ 
tors,  the  Reverends  J.  P. 


McKeithen,  Tom  Crosby  and  Rich¬ 
ard  Poss.  Current  pastor,  Rev.  Dick 
Scott-Welch,  welcomed  the  pastors 
and  former  lay  members  who 
“came  home"  from  as  far  away  as 
Oregon  and  New  Jersey. 

Jane  Marshall’s  “Anniversary 
Hymn"  provided  the  event’s  theme, 
“Giving  Thanks  for  Past,  Present 
and  Future.” 

The  new  sign  at  Grand  Chenier 
UMC  is  part  of  the  VISION  2000 


1995  Louisiana  Conference 

Budget  At  a  Glance 

OUTREACH 

World  Service 

$860,000 

Conference  Benevolences 

509,500 

Ministerial  Education 

374,000 

Centenary  College 

663,000 

Dillard  University 

76,500 

Black  College  Fund 

151,000 

Wesley  Foundations 

613,600 

Africa  University 

40,000 

Mission  Initiatives  and 

Other  Benevolences 

63,500 

Ecumenical  Ministries 

54.000 

Sub-total  Outreach 

$3,405,100 

MINISTERIAL  SUPPORT 

Other  Ministerial  Services 

$1,009,500 

Pastors’  Equitable  Compensation, 

Pension  and  Disability  Benefits 

906,000 

Sub-total  Ministerial  Support 

$1,915,500 

ADMINISTRATIVE  EXPENSE 

General  Church 

95,500 

Conference 

705,400 

Sub-total  Administrative  Support 

800,900 

TOTAL  1995  LOUISIANA  ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE  BUDGET 

$6,121,500 

Where  Does  My  Dollar  Go? 

85  Cents  Local  church  ministry 

Local  church  expenses  include  funds  for  pastoral  support;  maintenance, 
insurance  and  heating  of  buildings;  Christian  education  programs;  local 
mission  projects  and  much  more. 


11  Cents  Ministry  in  Louisiana 

Through  the  Louisiana  Conference  many  ministries  in  Louisiana  are 
supported.  These  include  a  camping  program,  higher  education  ministries, 
several  agencies  of  caring  and  more. 

4  Cents  Ministry  around  the  world 

You  touch  the  lives  of  people  in  nearly  every  corner  of  the  world.  You 
work  against  hunger  and  disaster.  You  take  the  Gospel  to  those  who  have 
not  heard  it.  You  work  for  peace  and  justice. 


What  One  Layperson  Has  to  Say 
About  Apportionments 

(The  following  excerpts  were  taken  from  a  letter  sent  to  the  congre¬ 
gation  of  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge.  Broadmoor  is  now  the 
largest  membership  church  in  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Its  apportion¬ 
ments,  however,  are  based  upon  the  same  formula  that  is  uniformly 
used  across  the  state  for  churches  of  all  sizes.) 

Dear  Friends, 

How  proud  I  am  every  time  the  list  comes  out  in  our  local  edition. 
The  BEACON  indicating  that  Broadmoor  UMC  has  once  again  paid 
100  per  cent  of  its  apportionments.  We  know  it  means  that  through 
this  historic  way  in  which  we  fund  our  ministries  and  missions,  we  are 
touching  people  all  over  the  world  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

At  a  recent  Apportionment  Fair  held  at  Broadmoor,  I  heard  this 
very  effective  play  on  words;  Apportionment  —  "a  portion  meant  for 
others.”  The  fair,  sponsored  by  the  Baton  Rouge  District,  provided  in¬ 
formation  on  the  many  agencies  and  programs  we  support  through  our 
connectional  giving.  It  formed  a  long,  impressive  list. 

Connectional  giving  allows  us  to  respond  with  clothing,  medicine, 
food  and  shelter  during  times  of  disaster  and  to  support  colleges  and 
seminaries,  children’s  homes  and  hospitals.  It  also  allows  us  to  support 
missionaries  in  almost  every  part  of  the  world.  You  are  doing  all  these 
and  lots  more!  I  only  wish  each  of  you  could  have  attended  the  fair  to 
see  tangible  evidence  of  the  wonderful  work  being  done  in  your  name! 
You  would  have  been  proud,  too! 

Psychiatrists  tell  us  that  we  can  count  ourselves  mature  people  when 
we  become  more  concerned  with  giving  love  than  we  are  with  receiving 
it.  (Spiritual  writers  have  been  telling  us  the  same  thing  for  ages!)  All  of 
us  have  a  touch  of  “self-itis,”  but  when  our  love  for  Christ  and  for 
God's  children  is  great  enough  that  we  can  choose  to  put  aside  our  own 
wants  and  wishes  to  care  for  one  another,  we  can  count  ourselves  on 
the  road  to  wholeness  —  and  holiness.  This  happens  over  and  over  at 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church.  You  have  a  right  to  be  proud! 

Blessings, 

Alice  Story 

Chair,  Administrative  Board 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 


project.  The  church  is  one  of  the 
oldest  continuously  operating 
Christian  congregations  in  South¬ 
western  Louisiana,  James  Belton 
Bonsall  said. 

Names  of  families  still  living  in 


Cameron  Parish  were  listed  on  rolls 
of  the  1859  mission  that  became  the 
church.  The  present  structure  was 
built  in  1957  after  Hurricane  Au¬ 
drey,  the  second  on  the  same  site 
given  by  Captain  Charles  Nelson. 


Faith  forum 


SEPTEMBER  16,  1994 


The  rnited  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Listening  for  God's 
will:  Challenge,  gift 


Let's  confess:  Church  meetings — 
especially  at  this  time  of  year  as  ac¬ 
tivities  resume  after  a  summer  hia¬ 
tus — too  often  consist  more  of 
debate  than  of  discernment. 

Yet  just  as  we’re  about  to  choose 
up  sides  for  another  season  of 
church  business  comes  a  simple,  but 
not  simplistic,  insight: 

If  we'U  be  still  and  listen  with  our 
hearts,  God  will  show  us  the  way. 

This  model  of  decision-making, 
called  "spiritual  discernment,”  has 
been  the  focus  of  a  recent  experi¬ 
ment  in  about  20  churches.  By 
means  of  active  listening,  spiritual 
guidance  and  discussion  toward 
consensus,  pilot  congregations  re¬ 
port  success  in  using  spiritual  dis¬ 
cernment  as  an  alternative  to  more 
divisive  methods. 

We  believe  that  the  evidence 
from  the  pilot  churches  is  sufficient 
to  warrant  a  broader  trial  for  deci¬ 
sion-making  by  spiritual  discern¬ 
ment  at  all  levels  of  the  church. 

Such  a  trial  period,  however, 
should  recognize  that  spiritual  dis¬ 
cernment  brings  both  challenge  and 
gift. 

The  challenge:  We  must  change 
how  we  live  and  how  we  work  to¬ 
gether  in  order  to  employ  spiritual 
discernment  appropriately. 

Specifically,  we  must  make  it  our 
personal  and  corporate  priority  to 
stay  in  touch  with  God. 

Spiritual  disciplines  such  as 
prayer,  meditation  and  solitude, 
which  are  central  to  discernment, 
will  require  a  more  prominent  place 
in  our  lives. 

Furthermore,  we  must  discard 
our  perfunctory  invocations  of  the 
Floly  Spirit  to  make  sufficient  time 
for  listening  for  God  in  our  group 
settings.  This  may  mean  there  will 
be  times  when  it  seems  as  though 
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we  aren’t  doing  anything.  At  such 
times  we  must  remind  ourselves 
and  one  another  that  our  time 
hasn’t  been  "wasted”  but  spent  qui¬ 
etly  and  prayerfully  in  the  presence 
of  the  Spirit. 

By  committing  ourselves  to  such 
disciplines  and  holding  one  another 
accountable  for  their  regular  prac¬ 
tice,  we  will  develop  the  necessary 
spiritual  skills  to  decipher  the  whis¬ 
per  of  God’s  guidance  amid  the 
whirlwinds  around  us. 

The  gift:  Practicing  spiritual  dis¬ 
cernment  will  draw  us  closer  to  God 
and  to  one  another. 

Spiritual  discernment  reinforces 
our  covenant  in  Christ  through  the 
bonds  of  mutual  prayer,  respect, 
communication  and  a  common 
search  for  God’s  will.  The  process 
requires  us  to  keep  listening  for 
God  and  reporting  to  one  another 
what  we’ve  heard,  even  when  our 
reports  disagree. 

Familiar  parliamentary  proce¬ 
dure,  for  all  its  relative  speed  and 
certainty,  tends  to  create  winners 
and  losers.  Spiritual  discernment, 
on  the  other  hand,  values  contribu¬ 
tions  from  as  many  different 
sources  as  possible  so  that  God’s 
will  can  be  perceived  in  its  fullest. 

One  final  caveat:  The  process  of 
spiritual  discernment  is  no  quick  fix 
to  the  polarization  and  spiritual 
hunger  that  ail  the  church.  But  we 
believe  it  is  an  authentic — we  might 
even  say  “heaven-sent” — guidepost 
on  the  way  out  of  our  spiritual  wil¬ 
derness. 

Perhaps,  if  we  yield  control  of  the 
church’s  future  to  God  in  this  way, 
we  will  find  our  strength  renewed 
by  becoming  “those  who  wait  upon 
the  Lord”  (Isaiah  40:31  NRSV). 


'Thus  says  the  Lord' 
belongs  in  civil  debate 


Though  1  suspect  that  most  folks 
will  agree  in  principle  with  most  of 
your  lead  editorial  (see  Reporter, 
Sept.  2),  I  wonder  if  you  really  want 
to  agree  with  People  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Way  when  they  aver  in  Item  1 1 : 
“No  one  should  claim  or  suggest 
they  speak  for  God  on  matters  of 
public  policy.” 

While  we  are  all  aware  of  the  dis¬ 
tortions  that  lay  behind  this  prohibi¬ 
tion,  I  wonder  what  the  prophets 
would  make  of  it?  I  wonder  what  the 
folks  who,  often  at  great  cost  to 
themselves,  stood  up  to  legal  segrega¬ 
tion  with  only  the  power  of  a  “thus 
saith  the  Lord”,  would  make  of  it? 

At  times  Christians  will  have  to 
do  the  outrageous  and  even  divisive 
thing  of  saying  “Thus  says  the 
Lord.”  And  even  though  all  sorts 
may  sully  public  discourse  by  im¬ 
properly  invoking  the  name  of  God, 
I  suspect  that  that  is  still  preferable 
to  having  the  notion  that  God  may, 
after  all,  have  a  will  that  is  excluded 
from  the  public  square. 

Philip  M.  Niblack 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Pray  for  a  miracle! 

The  Cairo  conference  is  an  open 
forum  to  deterioriate  our  respect 
for  human  life  and  pave  the  way  for 
“abortion  on  demand”  in  every  na¬ 
tion. 

A  leading  authority,  Dr.  Robert 
Sassone,  reminds  us  that  current 
U.N.  studies  show  fertility  rates  are 
down  and  any  population  growth  is 
not  caused  by  an  increase  in  birth 
rates,  but  an  increase  in  life  expec¬ 
tancy.  In  fact,  many  European 
countries  and  Russia  are  losing  pop¬ 
ulation  on  the  basis  of  birth  rate. 

Pray  for  a  miracle.  It  will  take  one 
to  save  the  innocent  children  who  will 
fall  prey  to  this  new  U.N.  policy  writ¬ 
ten  in  the  name  of  “mercy.” 

Michelle  Brisendine 
Hereford,  Texas 


Pontius'  Puddle 


CRITIC.  IZ I 

Popular  couture 
can  RE  A 

OEUCATE  MATTER. 


ON  ONE  KANO.  AS  CONCERNED  ADOITS, 
WE  KNOW  WE  SHOULD  SPEAK  OUT 
AGAINST  GANGSTER  PAP  ANt>  HEAVY 
METAL  LYRICS  TNRT  advocate. 
ANARCHY,  VIOLENCE  AND  ABUSIVE 
BEHAVIOR.  -TOWARD  WOMEN . 


U.S.  tax  court  rejects  North  Carolina 
pastor's  claim  of  self-employment 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Ruling  in  a  test  case  that  could  af¬ 
fect  almost  all  United  Methodist 
clergy,  a  U.S.  tax  court  has  rejected 
a  North  Carolina  pastor’s  claim  of 
“self-employed”  tax  status. 

The  Rev.  Michael  D.  Weber  of 
Stonewall,  N.C.,  “is  an  employee 
for  federal  income  tax  purposes,” 
said  special  trial  Judge  John  J.  Pa- 
jak.  The  opinion,  adopted  by  tax 
court  Senior  Judge  Howard  A. 
Dawson  Jr.  and  issued  in  late  Au¬ 
gust,  upheld  a  determination  by  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service. 

Other  United  Methodist  clergy- 
persons  with  similar  tax  cases  pend¬ 
ing  “have  agreed  to  be  bound  by  the 
final  decision”  in  Michael  D.  and 
Barbara  L.  Weber  vs.  Commission¬ 
er  of  Internal  Revenue,  Judge  Pajak 
said. 

30  disputes  in  works 

Attorneys  for  the  denomination 
have  said  that  more  than  30  federal 
income-tax  disputes  hinge  on 
whether  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ters  are  defined  as  church  employ¬ 
ees  or  self-employed  contractors. 

Targeting  the  Webers'  1988  joint 
return,  the  IRS  disallowed  a  deduc¬ 
tion  of  “business  expenses,”  including 
books,  vestments  and  computer 
equipment,  under  “Schedule  C”  of 
the  1040  tax  form.  That  section  ap¬ 
plies  only  to  “self-employed”  workers. 

The  IRS  said  Mr.  Weber,  who  over¬ 
sees  a  five-congregation  parish  on 
North  Carolina’s  eastern  coast,  owed 
$772  in  taxes.  Mr.  Weber  took  the 
case  to  court  in  consultation  with  his 
attorneys  and  Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick 
of  Raleigh,  N.C.  Oral  arguments  were 
heard  in  January  1993. 

The  tax  court’s  recent  decision 
stated  that  Mr.  Weber,  as  a  church 
employee,  can  report  business  ex¬ 
penses  only  on  “Schedule  A”  as 
"miscellaneous  itemized  deduc¬ 
tions”  to  the  extent  that  they  exceed 
2  percent  of  adjusted  gross  income. 

The  “right-to-control  (test)  ...  is 
the  crucial  test  to  determine  the  na¬ 
ture  of  a  working  relationship,’’ 
whether  a  minister  is  an  employee  or 


self-employed,  Judge  Pajak  wrote. 

The  judge  found  that  Mr.  Weber 
was  subject  to  “significant  control” 
by  the  church — including  the  annual 
conference,  district  superintendent 
and  bishop.  Mr.  Weber’s  scheduling 
of  his  own  day-to-day  activities 
“merely  demonstrates  that  less  super¬ 
vision  is  necessary  in  connection 
with  a  professional,”  the  judge  said. 

Weight  to  other  findings 

The  judge  also  gave  weight  to 
findings  that: 

■  Mr.  Weber  is  not  required  to 
invest  in  his  work  facilities  and  is 
not  in  a  position  to  increase  his 
profit  or  at  risk  for  loss; 

■  Mr.  Weber’s  relationship  with 
the  church  “was  intended  to  be  per¬ 
manent  as  opposed  to  transitory”; 

■  An  independent  contractor 
would  not  receive  retirement  and 
health  benefits  available  to  United 
Methodist  ministers; 

■  Mr.  Weber  “cannot  offer  his 
services  to  the  general  public.” 

The  judge  commented  that  Mr. 
Weber’s  position  “appears  to  be 
that  because  he  is  a  minister  in  a 
unique  religious  order  he  cannot  be 
an  employee.  While  we  have  great 
respect  for  (his)  religious  dedica¬ 
tion,  religion  is  not  the  question  be¬ 
fore  us.” 

'Control  is  spread' 

The  judge  noted  Mr.  Weber’s 
claim  that  “control  over  a  minister 
is  deliberately  spread  in  a  way  that 
ensures  that  the  minister  has  the 
maximum  freedom  to  be  the  man 
or  woman  of  God  which  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  believes  the 
ministry  is  all  about.” 

He  said,  “We  do  not  question  this 
polity  ...  an  important  religious 
purpose  is  served  by  the  organiza¬ 
tional  structure.  Nonetheless  we 
find  that  . . .  sufficient  control  over 
petitioner”  and  other  factors  estab¬ 
lish  that  “he  was  an  employee.” 

In  an  Aug.  26  letter  to  interested 
parties,  David  A.  Ullrich  of  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill.,  an  attorney  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation,  said,  “Unfortunately,  the 
opinion  of  the  trial  judge  is  contrary 
to  our  general  position  that  pastors 


What  about 

future  tax  returns? 


The  recent  tax  court  ruling  that  United  Methodist 
ministers  are  employees  of  the  church  sets  a  new 
IRS  precedent  against  clergy  filing  as 
self-employed  professionals.  Some  possible 
effects: 


I5TBI 

No 

recommendation. 

According  to  David  Ullrich, 
acting  general  counsel  of 
the  UMCs  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Admin.,  the 
GCFA  has  always  held  the 
position  that  United 
Methodist  clergy  should 
be  able  to  file  as  self- 
employed  professionals. 
However,  the  council  never 
makes  a  recommendation 
on  which  status  clergy 
should  use  when  figuring 
income  tax.  But,  the  Weber 
case  decreased  the  chances 
of  clergy  being  considered 
self-employed  for 
income  tax  purposes. 
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Still 

"self-employed” 
for  Social 
Security  tax 
purposes. 


Mr.  Ullrich  also  points  out 
that  the  ruling  does  not 
affect  a  dergyperson’s 
status  in  figuring  Social 
Security  tax.  The  United 
Methodist  clergyperson’s 
status  here  remains 
"self-employed."  He  or 
she  must  pay  the 
additional  7.5%  Social 
Security  tax  usually 
contributed  by  an  employer 
plus  the  7.5%  contributed 
by  the  individual. 


I  Housing  allowances? 
Yes  and  No. 


This  ruling  does  not  affect  housing 
allowances.  The  IRS  continues  to 
exclude  housing  allowances  from 
income  for  income  tax  purposes. 
However,  a  clergyperson  does 
have  to  include  the  allowance 
when  figuring  Social  Security 
tax. 

Source:  GCFA 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  IT  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


at  local  United  Methodist  churches 
. . .  should  be  allowed  to  file  as  self- 
employed  professionals.” 

Mr.  Ullrich,  acting  general  coun¬ 
sel  for  the  church’s  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  ex¬ 
pressed  disappointment  that  the  tri¬ 
al  judge  “filed  an  opinion  that  we 


feel  is  contrary  to  the  overwhelming 
weight  of  the  evidence  presented  at 
trial.” 

Mr.  Weber  and  his  attorney  have 
90  days  to  give  notice  of  an  appeal  to 
the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals.  The  fi¬ 
nance  agency  will  support  Mr.  Weber 
in  any  appeal,  Mr.  Ullrich  said. 


Letter  from  the  Editor 


This  heftier-than-usual  edition  of 
your  church  newspaper  is  a  miracle 
product  of  patience  and  perfor¬ 
mance. 

The  back  page  of  the  eight-page 
Special  Report  supplement  identifies 
people  primarily  responsible  for  the 
report’s  planning,  writing,  editing, 
designing,  etc.  It  does  not,  however, 
provide  names  of  those  responsible 
for  merging  that  supplement  into 
your  regular  edition  and  hundreds  of 
others  like  it — a  logistical  challenge 
beyond  description. 

These  folks  work  in  what  newspa¬ 
pers  have  historically  called  “the 
back  shop.”  But  their  contribution 
to  this  effort  is  so  great  that  I  want¬ 
ed  you  to  know  who  they  are: 

Dale  Schnor,  Nancy  Gandre  and 
Bill  Baxter,  paste-up  artists;  Rusty 
Hunt,  planning  and  design  coordi¬ 
nator;  Sharon  Foley,  vice  president 
for  production,  manufacturing  and 


ON  THE  OTHER  HAND, 
DOING  SO  RISKS  the: 
ULTIMATE  DEGRADATION: 
SElMGr  3Y 


distribution;  Roger  Coffman,  cam¬ 
era  room  manager;  Becky  Dukes, 
camera  operator;  Johnie  Stailey, 
press  room  manager,  and  Chris 
Dixon,  mailing  room  manager. 

I’m  proud  to  serve  on  the  same 
communications  ministry  team 
with  all  of  these  and  privileged  to 
pull  nine  names  out  of  comparative 
obscurity  into  your  full  view.  We 
couldn’t  have  done  it  without  ’em. 

— John  A.  Lovelace >  Editor 
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KERYGMA  “ 

- progrnm- 


BIBLE  STUDY 
and  GROWING 


In  Knowledge  •  Faith  •  Community 
NOW  NINE  COURSES  OF  STUDY  INCLUDING: 

Kerygma:  Discovering  BBWI  Kerygma:  The  Bible  in 

I  the  Bible  MHH  Depth 

An  Introduction  to  the  Bible  A  Comprehensive  Thematic 

Whole  -  30  Parts  Study  of  the  Bible  -  34  Parts 

Coming  Fall/Winter  •  The  Beatitudes  •  Handel’s  Messiah 
No  Enrollment  Fees  •  No  required  Training  •  Affordable  to  all  Congregations 

For  further  information  including  Introductory  Video  write  or  call: 

The  Kerygma  Program,  300  Mt.  Lebanon  Blvd.,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15234 
.  Phone  800-537-9462 


OUR  YOUTH  AS . 

OLDFOCrEys! 


The  United  Methodist 
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Ronald  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
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DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Our  1700- 

member  church  is  seeking  a  fulkime  Christian  musi¬ 
cian  who  is  called  to  musical/spiritual  leadership  of 
congregation  where  music  is  an  integral  part  of  worship. 
Sacred  music  degree  with  experience  preferred.  Our 
worship  includes  traditional  and  contemporary  music 
performed  by  six  voice  choirs  and  bell  choirs  combined 
with  vocal/instnimental  soloists.  Salary  negotiable  in  the 
$30‘s,  based  on  experience.  Send  resume,  references, 
other  information  to:  SL  Paul's  UMC,  attention  Search 
Committee,  Box  696,  Las  Cruces,  NM  88004.  (505) 
5266689. 


CHURCH  ORGANIST/PIANIST  WANTED.  Bal¬ 
dwin  organ,  two  Sunday  services,  Wednesday  choir  re¬ 
hearsal.  Some  contemporary  music;  special  seasonal 
services.  S27S/month.  Arlington,  Texas  (8 1 7)  275-1033. 


ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR.  TENNESSEE  Conference 
United  Methodist  Foundatioa  Available  January  1995. 
Submit  inquiries  and  resume  by  October  31  to:  Search 
Committee,  Tennessee  Conference  Foundation,  520 
Commerce  Street,  Suite  203,  Nashville,  TN  37203- 
3714, 


DIRECTOR  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  Saint  Stephen 
United  Methodist  Church,  Amarillo,  Texas.  1600- 
member  suburban  church,  376  people  in  program.  In¬ 
cludes  9  choral  6  handbell  choirs.  Send  resume:  Music 
Search  Committee,  4600  South  Western,  Amarillo.  TX 
79109,  or  call  Sharon  Tunndl  (806)  355-7271 


VICE  PRESIDENT  FOR  INSTITUTIONAL  Ad¬ 
vancement  Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio,  one 
of  thirteen  United  Methodist  seminaries  in  the  nation, 
invites  applications  and  nominations  for  Vice  President 
for  Institutional  Advancement  This  senior  educational 
administrator  will  be  a  member  of  the  President’s  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Council  and  provide  leadership  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  and  management  of  fund  raising,  student 
recruitment  alumni/ae,  and  public  relations  plans  and 
programs.  The  Vice  President  will  develop  strategy  and 
do  direct  solicitation  of  major  and  other  gifts,  including 
the  annual  fund.  The  ideal  candidate  will  offer  some 
combination  of  the  following:  experience  in  higher  edu¬ 
cation  that  has  prepared  the  candidate  for  executive  lev¬ 
el  positions;  significant  success  as  a  fund  raiser, 
experience  inAvrth  admissions,  development  public  re¬ 
lations,  or  ahimm/ac  relations  resulting  in  ability  to  su¬ 
pervise  professional  staff  and  make  meaningful 
contributions  in  these  areas.  Candidates  should  be 
knowledgeable  regarding  the  church  and  its  mission 
and  role  in  society.  Experience  in  theological  education 
desirable,  but  not  required  Review  of  application  mate¬ 
rials  will  begin  October  20  and  continue  until  the  posi¬ 
tion  is  filled  Send  nominations  or  application  materials 
to:  President  Norman  E  Dewire,  P.O.  Box  1 204,  Dela¬ 
ware,  OH  43015-0931.  AA/EO. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  OR  MINISTER  needed  to  di¬ 
rect  already  active  youth  program  at  1750-member 
church,  30  minutes  from  Tulsa.  Looking  for  enthusias¬ 
tic,  loving  person  with  organizational  stalls  and  United 
Methodist  background  Certification  desired.  Salary 
package  negotiable  Applications  accepted  until  Septem¬ 
ber  30.  Address  inquiries  and  resumes  to:  Fust  UMC, 
P.O  Box  785.  Claremorc,  OK  74017. 


PART-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for 
growing  young  church.  $400  monthly.  Please  contact 
Mary  (5 1 2)  244-2 1 75  for  a  job  description  and  applica¬ 
tion.  St.  Philip's  United  Methodist  Church,  Round 
Rock.  TX. 


CLASSIFIED 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Ocala. 

Florida,  membership  2500,  seeking  experienced  organ¬ 
ist  Major  responsibilities  include  service  playing  and 
accompanying.  Competitive  part-time  salary  with 
teaching  and  wedding  income  potential  Applicant 
must  work  well  with  all  ages  and  enjoy  a  wide  range  of 
musical  styles.  Send  resume  with  references  to:  Director 
of  Music,  Fust  United  Methodist  Church,  1 126  E  Sil- 
ver  Springs  Blvd..  Ocala,  FL  34470, 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 
wanted  to  assume  responsibilities  for  established  youth 
program  at  2300-member  United  Methodist  church  in 
community  adjacent  to  Columbia,  SC.  Send  resume  to: 
SPRC,  Union  UMC,  P.O.  Box  705.  Irmo,  SC  29063. 
(803)  781-3013. 


CHOIRMASTER/ORGANIST  FOR  A  university 
United  Methodist  church  of  approximately  700  mem¬ 
bers.  The  church  has  a  45-rank  Hdtkamp  Tracker  or¬ 
gan  and  a  long  tradition  of  appreciation  for  the  finest  in 
choral  music  Salary  and  benefits  will  be  commensurate 
with  qualifications  and  experience,  but  the  total  pack¬ 
age  will  not  exceed  $31,000  plus  pension  benefit  Mov¬ 
ing  expenses  will  be  negotiated.  Send  resume  to:  Music 
Sean*  Committee,  Saint  John’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  1 501  University,  Lubbock.  TX  79401 . 


550-MEMBER  CHURCH  SEEKING  FULL  or  part- 
time  Youth  Director.  Other  duties  and  salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Inquiries  to:  P.O.  Box  498,  Sweetwater,  TX  79556 
or  (915)  236-6617, 


TRINITY  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Safi¬ 
na,  Kansas,  is  seeking  two  (2)  Christian  educators  who: 
have  concern  for  the  children,  youth,  and  adults  of  our 
community,  can  work  effectively  on  a  staff  team;  feel 
called  to  serve  in  a  Christian  fellowship;  enjoy  being  re¬ 
warded  by  empowering  others  to  higher  levels  of  ser¬ 
vice  One  position  is  to  oversee  the  total  ministry  of 
Christian  education  with  primary  responsibilities  for  ei¬ 
ther  youth  and  adult  ministries  or  children  and  adult 
ministries.  A  master’s  in  Christian  education  and 
church  experience  preferred.  The  second  position,  ap¬ 
proximately  3/4  time,  will  be  either  youth  ministries  or 
children’s  ministries.  A  bachelor’s  degree  in  Christian 
education  or  related  field  and  church  experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  Please  send  a  resume  with  a  cover  letter  indicat¬ 
ing  your  interest  to:  Search  Committee,  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  901  E  Neal  Safina,  KS  67401. 


FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  United  Methodist 
Church  of  600  with  strong  music  program:  adult 
youth,  children,  handbell  choirs.  Other  program  respon¬ 
sibilities  negotiated.  Private  teaching  opportunities  like¬ 
ly.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  906  Main  Street,  Savannah,  TN 
38372.  (901)  925-3436. 


EDGE  PARK  UMC.  FORT  WORTH,  TX.  Full-time 
secretary  with  good  computer  skills,  4-1/2  day  week. 
Half-time  Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  Contact: 
SPRC,  56 1 6  Crowley  Rd.  76 1 34, 


POSITION  OPENING:  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries.  Information  and  an  application  pack¬ 
et  may  be  obtained  from  the  conference  office  (1919 
Broadway.  ML  Vcmon,  IL  62864-2912,  telephone 
(618)  242-4070)  or  The  Rev.  Tena  Edwards  (501  Stin¬ 
son  Drive,  Mt  Vcmon,  IL  62864-5720,  telephone  (618) 
242-0823).  Resumes  and  application  forms  must  be  re¬ 
turned  on  or  before  October  14,  1994.  Employment  to 
begin  on  July  1,  1995.  The  Council  on  Ministries  is  an 
equal  opportunity  employer. 


CHAPLAIN  AND  DIRECTOR  OF  COUNSELING. 
Albright  College,  a  selective  liberal  arts  college  in  Read¬ 
ing.  Pennsylvania,  seeks  individuals  for  The  Chaplain 
and  Director  of  Counseling  Services  who  reports  to  the 
Vice  President  for  Student  Services  and  is  responsible 
for  the  religious  fife  activities  of  the  College,  the  provi¬ 
sion  of  counseling  services,  and  the  provision  of  services 
to  students  with  special  needs.  The  Chaplain’s  responsi¬ 
bilities  include:  providing  weekly  worship  services  for 
the  campus  community,  serving  as  advisor  to  student 
religious  organizations,  providing  opportunities  for  stu¬ 
dent  participation  in  activities  that  will  enhance  spiritu¬ 
al  development  and  serving  as  liaison  to  local  churches 
and  clergy.  In  addition  to  the  duties  as  Chaplain,  this 
position  is  responsible  for  directing  and  overseeing  stu¬ 
dent  counseling  services.  The  incumbent  will  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  cultivating  a  referral  network  to  local  clinicians 
and  providing  psychological  counseling  to  individual 
students  and  groups  as  requested.  The  incumbent  will 
supervise  one  part-time  counselor.  Qualifications  in¬ 
clude:  Master’s  degree  (or  equivalent)  in  refigion/coun- 
sding  or  related  field  plus  a  minimum  of  two  years  of 
experience  in  campus  ministry  and  pastoral  or  clinical 
counseling  required.  Must  be  an  ordained  United 
Methodist  minister.  Certification  or  counseling  licen¬ 
sure  or  licensure  eligibility  in  Pennsylvania  is  preferred. 
Albright  College  is  an  affirmative  action  equal  opportu¬ 
nity  employer.  Submit  resume,  letter  of  interest  and  ref¬ 
erences  to:  The  Human  Resources  Office,  Albright 
College,  P.O.  Box  15234,  Reading.  PA  1%  12-5234, 


DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLES  MINISTRY.  Fust  UMC, 

Winter  Park,  FL  seeks  qualified  person  to  begin  new 
singles  ministry.  MCE  or  MDiv  preferred.  Experience 
in  singles  ministry  required.  Salary  mid  to  upper  twen¬ 
ties.  Forward  resume:  Vance  Rams,  Box  819,  Winter 
Park.  FL  32790  by  October  1 5. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 
Program.  Centenary  United  Methodist  Church,  located 
in  downtown  Richmond,  Virginia  is  seeking  qualified 
applicants  with  experience  in  Christian  education  for 
the  position  of  Director  of  Christian  Education  and 
Program.  This  person  will  be  responsible  for  the  assess¬ 
ment  development  and  implementation  of  program¬ 
ming  for  an  urban  congregation.  The  Director  shall 
provide  leadership  in  the  overall  development  commu¬ 
nication,  and  implementation  of  the  church’s  program 
ministries.  Specifically,  The  Director  will  develop 
Church  school  through  teacher  education  and  support 
while  expanding  children's  youth,  and  young  adult  min¬ 
istries.  Applicants  should  possess  a  background  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  have  work  experience  in 
an  urban  church  with  a  strong  desire  to  continue  their 
ministry  in  this  setting.  Ability  to  be  creative  and  build 
a  vital  urban  program  ministry  are  essential  for  this  po¬ 
sition.  Excellent  interpersonal  and  communication  skills 
arc  essential.  Salary  range  between  $24,000  to  $26,000 
with  health  care  benefits.  Interested  applicants  should 
send  a  cover  letter  and  resume  by  October  1,  1994  to: 
Mrs.  Nancy  Lee,  Centenary  United  Methodist  Church, 
41 1  East  Grace  Street  Richmond,  VA  23219. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Pasadena,  Texas.  New  pastor  devel¬ 
oping  a  team.  Needs  individual  with  experience,  enthu¬ 
siasm,  and  positive  attitude.  A  people-person  who  can 
relate  well  to  a  growing  2200-member  church  with  mag¬ 
nificent  facilities.  Degree  preferred.  Send  resume  to: 
Fust  United  Methodist  Church,  1062  Fairmont  Park¬ 
way.  Pasadena  TX  77504.  Resumes  must  be  received 
by  October  13, 1994, 


□  Can  one  find  ‘meaning’  in  the 
largest  ‘temple  of  money’  in  the  U.S.? 
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"Then  God  said,  'Let  us  make 
humankind  in  our  image, 
according  to  our  likeness;  and  let 
them  have  dominion  over  the  fish 
of  the  sea,  and  over  the  earth 
and  over  the  birds  of  the  air,  and 
over  the  cattle,  and  over  all  the 
wild  animals  of  the  earth  and 
over  every  creeping  thing  that 
creeps  upon  the  earth.’  So  God 
created  humankind  in  His  image, 
in  the  image  of  God  He  created 
them;  male  and  female  He 
created  them." 

— Genesis  1:26-27 


♦  Fire! 

1.3  billion  people  worldwide  are 
already  consuming  firewood 
resources  faster  than  they  can  be 
replenished.  By  the  year  2000,  an 
additional  one  billion  persons  will 
face  chronic  shortages. 

Source:  Zero  Population  Growth 


~  "Caring  for  and  healing  the 
environment  is  the  most  telling 
mandate  of  the  Bible. .  .The 
'caring  and  healing’  process  must 
be  at  the  core  of  congregational 
workings  on  the  environment 
because  it  is  essentially  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Christian." 

—  Rev.  Milton  Efchimou 
Greek  Orthodox  Archdiocese 


'Geologian'  says  humans 
have  become  victims 
of  their  own  folly 

Enter  Thomas  Berry’s  three-story,  brown-shingled  house  on  the  fringe  of  the 
Hudson  River  in  Riverdale,  N.Y.,  and  you  enter  an  earlier  era.  Even  on  a  muggy 
summer  afternoon,  the  house’s  screens  and  large  open  windows  encourage 
breezes  to  circulate  freely. 


Built  at  the  time  when  Lincoln  struggled  to  hold  the  nation  together,  the  handsome  house— a  mansion  by  no 
stretch  of  the  eye — looks  across  the  river  to  the  Palisades  Cliffs  on  the  New  Jersey  side  of  the  waterway,  not  far 
from  where  Washington  and  his  men  crossed  and  climbed  when  fleeing  the  British  in  New  York. 

The  great  red  oak  at  the  rear  of  the  house,  wider  than  it  is  high,  predates  Lincoln, 
Washington  and  probably  Hudson  himself.  A  steel  thread  upholds  its  crossbar  branches. 

Still  it  is  neither  patriotism  nor  historical  nostalgia  that  one  feels  in  this  place.  Its 
resident  and  its  bookshelves  convey  a  world  far  beyond  the  Hudson  and 
America's  beginnings.  Volumes  on  ancient  Chinese  social  thought,  on 
Hinduism,  Buddhism,  Islam,  the  church  fathers,  Native  American 
spirituality,  Japanese  haiku,  the  civilizations  of  South 
America,  medieval  philosophers  and  20th  century  paleon¬ 
tologists  fill  the  house  alongside  plants,  artifacts  from 
afar,  fossil  bones,  today's  paper  and  journals. 

Thomas  Berry  The  house’s  occupant.  Father  Thomas  Berry, 
has  been  a  Passionist  priest  for  60  years.  He 
has  taught  religion,  history  and  Asian  studies  at  seven  universi¬ 
ties,  including  United  Methodist-related  Drew  University  in 
Madison,  N.J.  He  served  as  a  NATO  Army  chaplain:  learned 
Chinese  and  Sanskrit:  traveled  in  Japan,  China,  the 
Philippines,  North  Africa  and  Palestine.  In  1970,  he 
founded  the  Riverdale  Center  for  Religious  Research 
on  a  dead-end  street  a  few  miles  north  of  Manhattan. 

Educated  as  a  cultural  historian,  he  refers  to  him¬ 
self  as  a  "geologian.”  Thousands  in  the  academic 
and  the  religious  worlds  view  him  as  the  prophet  of 
the  environmental  movement. 

Father  Berry,  who  turns  80  later  this  year,  is 
still  writing  books — three  in  the  last  six  years- 
still  producing  papers  and  videos,  still  rallying 
forces  against  the  major  "assaulters  of  the 
planet.” 

Pointing  to  the  grass  outside  near  the  oak, 
he  defines  the  problem:  "Humans  can’t  make 
a  blade  of  grass,  but  there  can't  be  a  blade  of 
grass  unless  humans  foster  and  protect  its  sur¬ 
vival.” 

Our  anthropocentrism,  which  sees  every¬ 
thing  from  the  human  point  of  view,  is  the 
cause  of  “the  radical  discontinuity  between 
the  natural  and  the  human  world,”  Father 
Berry  says. 

The  religious,  humanist,  scientific  and  judi¬ 
cial  communities  all  agree  on  this  discontinuity, 
he  says,  as  all  four  have  set  the  human  being  as 
“the  princely  possessor  of  the  entire  planet  with 
all  the  rights.” 

This  is  nowhere  more  true,  he  says,  than  in  the 
U.S.  Constitution  which  guarantees  humans  the 
right  to  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  “at 
the  expense  of  the  whole  natural  world.” 

The  acting  out  of  human  dominance  over  all  the  nat¬ 
ural  world  has  left  humans  not  dominant  but  victims  of 
their  own  folly — on  display  in  our  soiled  air,  poisoned 
waters,  denuded  rain  forests,  extinct  species,  depleted 
resources. 

Many  know  it,  he  agrees,  yet  few  grasp  the  nature  of  what 
Father  Ber^  terms  “a  deep  cultural  pathology  that  has  brought  us 
to  the  terminal  phase  of  the  Earth’s  Cenozoic  period.” 

“This  is  an  awesome  moment,"  he  declares.  Not  only  have  we 
changed  the  structure  and  functioning  of  human  society,  we've  changed 
the  very  chemistry  of  the  planet,  altered  the  biosystems,  changed  the  topog¬ 
raphy  and  even  altered  the  geological  structure  of  the  planet. 

What  took  billions  of  years  to  evolve  and,  most  recently,  65  million  years  for  the 
Cenozoic  period  to  produce  its  major  life-giving  system  of  air,  water  and  soil,  is  all 
severely  diminished  in  its  life-giving  capacities,  Father  Berry  says. 


Continued  on  next  page 
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Nothing  of  this 
magnitude  ever 
hit  Earth  before' 


UNITED  NATIONS  PHOTO 

Resources  of  land  and  sea  must  not  be  exploited  for  nationalistic 
ends  but  for  the  benefit  of  all  people,  including  this  lone  fisherman 
off  Madras  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal. 


Continued  from  Page  2 

Viewed  from  the  biological  angle,  he  believes, 
nothing  of  this  order  of  magnitude  has  ever  before 
entered  into  earth  history  or  living  consciousness. 

To  establish  a  viable  situation  for  the  earth  commu¬ 
nity  demands  a  transition  from  the  Cenozoic  to  what 
might  be  termed  the  Ecozoic  period  of  geologic 
time — the  period  when  humans  will  live  in  harmony 
with  the  natural  order  or  not  at  all,  he  says. 

While  Father  Berry  blames  the  industrial-commer¬ 
cial  enterprises  of  the  last  200  years,  especially  today’s 
multinationals,  for  the  situation  we  are  in,  he  is  most 
disappointed  that  the  church  and  the  universities,  the 
two  institutions  most  capable  of  critiquing  the  crisis, 
have  failed  to  do  so. 

“There  is  only  one  single,  seamless,  integral,  sacred 
community,”  he  insists.  The  job  for  humans  is  to  orga¬ 
nize  themselves  in  a  mutually  life-enhancing  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  entire  earth  community. 

But  for  the  church  to  recognize  this  community  as 
foundational,  it  would  have  to  place  its  scripture  story 
within  the  context  of  "the  universe  story.”  And  many 
Christians,  as  well  as  many  in  other  world  religions, 
do  not  accept  the  universe  story,  he  says,  because  it  is 
one  of  evolutionary  history. 

Still  Father  Berry  doubts  that  people  in  the  future 
will  get  their  religion  from  a  book. 

"They  will  go  to  experience  for  religion,”  he  says, 
“just  as  biblical  people  got  their  insight  from  experi¬ 
ence — by  listening  and  observing. 

"We  have  to  forsake  the  idea  that  we  can  find  the 
answers  to  the  ecological  project  in  our  religious  tradi¬ 
tions,  but  we  need  religion  to  find  the  primary  scrip¬ 
ture  which  is  the  universe  story,”  he  says. 

Moreover,  human  pathos,  and  especially  Christian 
concern  for  the  poor — at  the  expense  of  all  other  living 
forms — has  become  an  obstacle  to  recognizing  the  uni¬ 
verse  community,  he  says.  However,  the  danger  is  that 
“if  we  lose  the  universe,  we  can’t  care  for  the  poor.” 

What  Father  Berry  is  proposing  involves  a  profound 
shift  of  thinking — of  recognizing  the  universe,  not 


humans,  as  central;  of  seeing  all  other  manifestations  of 
creation  as  derivative  of  the  universe  and  of  acknowl¬ 
edging  that  the  universe  has  a  "psychic-spiritual 
dimension"  as  well  as  a  "physical-material  dimension.” 

“Our  primary  need  for  the  various  life  forms  of  the 
planet  is  a  psychic,  rather  than  a  physical,  need,”  he 
says. 

In  the  geologian's  words,  the  universe  is  not  ran¬ 
dom,  determinant  nor  meaningless  as  some  scientists 
would  have  us  believe.  Rather  it  is  creative  in  its  evo¬ 
lutionary  development  and  has  been  here  for  billions 
of  years  compared  to  only  about  10,000  years  of 
human  existence. 

That  is  why  Father  Berry  is  angry  with  efforts  to 
tamper  with  the  genetic  code. 

"Nature  took  trillions  and  trillions  of  experiments  to 
work  out  the  living  relations  among  all  the  planet’s 
biological  forms.  To  think  that  we  can  change  all  that 
with  our  thimblefull  of  knowledge  is  absurd,"  he  says. 

If  humans  want  to  have  a  mutually  life-enhancing 
relation  with  the  universe,  they  will  have  to  accept  that 
the  universe  is  a  "communion  of  subjects,  not  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  objects,"  Father  Berry  says.  It  is  his  most  quot¬ 
ed  thought. 

Fundamentally  the  environmental  crisis  is  a  spiritu¬ 
al  problem,  he  says,  adding,  “Once  a  creature  of  earth¬ 
ly  providence,  we  are  now  extensively  in  control  of 
this  providence.” 

Our  ability  to  manipulate  our  environment  and  our 
entrancement  with  an  industrially  driven  consumer 
society  have  become  our  “fatal  attraction,”  he  says. 

While  Father  Berry  believes  that  the  increase  in 
world  population  must  "be  terminated  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible,”  he  thought  it  even  more  crucial  to  curb  con¬ 
sumption  now. 

“In  the  long  run,  we  could  sustain  more  people  if 
we  don’t  overpopulate  now.” 

Humans  must  consciously  obey  the  laws  of  nature 
which  prescribe  population  limits  in  order  that  no  one 
species  overwhelms  another,  he  says. 


"We  must  limit  ourselves  and  not  take  over  the 
habitat  of  other  species,”  he  says,  adding  that  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  have  children  is  not  a  purely  personal  one  but 
rather  one  that  has  social  and  moral  obligations. 

The  priest  says  that  the  Vatican’s  approach  to  the 
population  issue  “leaves  many  questions.” 

Still  he  sees  signs  of  hope.  More  and  more  people 
are  beginning  to  comprehend  the  problem,  if  not  its 
magnitude,  he  says.  Universities  want  to  offer  courses 
and  programs  in  ecology  and  to  develop  “earth  litera¬ 
cy,”  he  says. 

But  when  college  administrators  consult  with 
Father  Berry,  he  tells  them  that  ecology  is  not  a  course 
or  a  program  but  "the  foundation  of  all  courses  and 
programs  .  . .” 

But  this  is  unlikely  to  start  at  age  18.  Knowledge  of 
the  universe  must  be  won  and  prized  at  the  earliest 
age,  he  says,  his  face  lighting  up  like  a  country  pastor, 
his  story  full  of  events  from  his  Boy  Scouting  days  in 
North  Carolina. 

Father  Berry  said  he  feels  it  is  important  to  give 
children  some  sense  of  religion  in  telling  the  story  of 
the  universe  and  its  creator.  Alongside  the  biblical 
story,  he  says,  "tell  the  story  of  the  stars  with  rever¬ 
ence  and  awe.” 

One  byproduct  of  our  trivializing  nature  is  that  chil¬ 
dren  have  begun  to  disdain  the  natural  world,  he  says. 

The  geologian  knows  that  few  children  will  find  the 
voice  of  a  Henry  David  Thoreau,  a  Walt  Whitman,  a 
John  Muir  or  a  Thomas  Berry  with  which  to  sing  the 
song  of  the  universe.  But  all  youngsters  can  develop 
eyes  and  ears  for  celebrating  the  magic  and  mystery 
that  is  the  universe's  mantle. 

‘To  wantonly  destroy  a  living  species  is  to  silence 
forever  a  divine  voice,"  the  priest  says. 

But  species  are  dying  daily.  To  save  them  and  our¬ 
selves,  Father  Berry  hopes  that  his  call  for  a  "cosmic 
consciousness"  will  soon  permeate  our  religious,  polit¬ 
ical,  social,  economic,  educational,  medical  and  legal 
institutions. 


~  “We  are  the  generation  of 
choice.  We  still  have  a  choice  to 
halt  the  destruction,  the  ravaging 
of  the  earth.  We  are  the 
generation  that  could  stand  in 
harm’s  way  and  be  those  who 
preserve  God’s  creation  for 
future  generations." 

—The  Rev.  Joan  Brown  Campbell 
National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


♦  Gas 

With  only  4.7  percent  of  the 
world’s  population,  the  United 
States  produces  nearly  14  percent 
of  the  world’s  methane  output  am 
more  than  22  percent  of  its  carbo 
dioxide  and  chlorofluorocarbons. 

Source :  The  Amicus  Jour 


♦  Bread  and  water 

In  the  time  it  took  to  read  this  page,  1 20  children  worldwide  will  have  died 
from  lack  of  food,  safe  drinking  water  and  health  care.  Providing  clean 
Water  would  save  millions  of  children  each  year.  Source:  EarthAction  Network 
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Consumer  society:  Many  would  ask  'Wh« 


Kul  stands  on  his  front  porch  rubbing  his  burning  eyes.  It’s 
6:30  in  the  morning,  and  the  cobalt  sky  above  the  Annapurna 
mountain  range  in  north  central  Nepal  shimmers  with  the 
first  light  of  a  new  day. 


For  the  35-year-old  Kul,  it’s  a  day 
whose  work  won’t  end  until  the  sun’s 
light  fades  some  14  hours  later.  Merely 
thinking  about  the  day  ahead  makes  him 
feel  tired. 

No  wonder.  In  this  Himalayan  moun¬ 
tain  village  of  4,000  people,  Kul  is 
respected  as  one  of  its  hardest  workers. 
A  two-year  college  graduate,  he  teaches 
at  the  local  elementary  school  from  9 
until  3. 

Before  school  begins,  however,  he 
walks  nearly  two  miles  to  milk  his  five 
grazing  cattle.  He’ll  keep  some  milk  and 
sell  the  rest  in  the  vil¬ 
lage. 

After  school,  Kul 
begins  his  third  job.  He 
meets  two  friends  at 
the  edge  of  the  village 
and  heads  down  the 
mountain  to  the  Madi 
River  valley,  a  descent 
of  nearly  2,000  feel. 

There  they  meet 
colleagues  from 
Pokhara,  the  “big 
town"  some  10  miles 
away.  With  them  are 
mules  carrying  bottled 
water,  soft  drinks  and 
beer,  which  Kul  and 
his  friends  will  buy 
and  resell  in  the 
evenings  to  foreign 
trekkers  and  mountain 
climbers. 

Bottled  drinks 
loaded  in  wicker  bas¬ 
kets  strapped  to  their 
backs,  the  three  return 
up  the  mountain  to  a 
campsite  where 
trekkers  have  set  up 
tents. 

There,  as  the  sun 
sinks  gently  behind 
snow-tipped  moun¬ 
tains,  Kul  practices  his 
English  with  American  hikers  as  they 
buy  water  and  beer,  a  transaction  which 
nets  him  an  extra  few  but  welcome 
rupees  to  support  his  family. 

Afterwards,  on  his  half-hour  walk 
home,  a  weary  Kul  buys  rice  and  lentils 
from  a  friend,  enough  to  prepare  dal 
bhal,  the  staple  of  the  Nepali  diet,  for  his 
family  for  a  week. 


Finally,  at  dusk,  he  returns  to  his  porch 
where  his  day  began.  His  pregnant  wife, 
two  children  and  father  wait  for  him  in 
their  two-room,  dirt-floor  dwelling. 
Woodsmoke  from  the  indoor  fire  pit 
mixed  with  the  smell  of  garlic  and  onions 
makes  him  drowsy  and  hungry. 

As  Nepali  lives  go,  Kul’s  is  hardly 
typical. 

In  a  country  where  90  percent  of  the 
population  make  their  living  from  agri¬ 
culture,  Kul  has  both  a  profession 
(teaching)  and  two  small  businesses 
(dairy  and  beverage  vending).  As  a 
result,  his  income  far 
exceeds  the  annual  per 
capita  of  $160  (U.S. 
equivalent);  Kul  annu¬ 
ally  earns  in  excess  of 
$1,500  from  his  three 
jobs. 

Keeping  matters  in 
perspective,  however, 
he  is  the  sole  financial 
provider  for  his  house¬ 
hold  of  five  (with  num¬ 
ber  six  on  the  way). 

Nevertheless,  a  day 
in  Kul’s  life  touches 
upon  realities  related  to 
environment,  popula¬ 
tion  and  consumption 
that  are  disrupting  his 
village’s  way  of  life  and 
changing  the  face  of 
one  of  the  world’s  most 
economically  disadvan¬ 
taged  countries. 

Following  Kul 
around  on  a  “typical” 
day,  one  can  glimpse 
those  realities  and  how 
they  are  interacting  to 
threaten  the  fabric  of 
lives  which,  to  Western 
eyes,  appear  enviably 
simple,  secure  and 
serene. 

Environment 

Around  the  early  1960s  when  Kul  was 
bom,  Nepal  was  “discovered”  by  affluent 
Westerners  in  search  of  adventure  and,  in 
some  cases,  legalized  marijuana  and 
hashish.  Nepal  then  might  have  been 
described  as  environmentally  pristine. 

Its  air  was  clean,  its  mountain  streams 
crystalline,  its  countryside  fertile  with 
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By  working  three  jobs,  seven 
days  a  week,  35-year-old 


Nepali  villager  Kul  earns  in 
excess  of  $1,500  annually. 


Only  20  percent  or  so  of  Nepal's  land  can  be  cultivated,  primarily 
by  hand  labor  and  rudimentary  tools  like  ox-drawn  plows. 


verdant  fields  and  adequate  topsoil. 

To  this  day,  tourists  from  industrial¬ 
ized  countries  might  believe  they  are  see¬ 
ing  Nepal  as  it  was,  so  great  is  the  con¬ 
trast  between  its  relatively  clean  environ¬ 
ment  and  the  pollution  back  home. 

But  even  Kul  knows  as  he  takes  his 
first  breath  in  the  morning  that  things  are 
changing.  On  many  days,  dust  in  the  air 
is  so  heavy  that  his  eyes  burn — dust 
from  fields  whose  topsoil  is  eroding 
because  its  trees  have  been  removed. 

Ninety-six  percent  of  Nepal’s  energy 
comes  from  its  forests.  But  these  forests 
are  disappearing  at  a  rate  of  three  per¬ 
cent  per  year.  One  hectare  (about  2.5 
acres)  of  cleared  forest  loses  30-75  tons 
of  soil  annually.  Some  400,000  hectares 
are  cleared  each  year.  The  result:  dusty 
air,  devastating  landslides  and  destruc¬ 
tive,  stream-polluting  floods. 

What’s  going  on  here? 

First,  Nepal’s  growing  population  is 
making  increasing  demands  on  forest 
land  for  building  timber,  livestock  fod¬ 
der  and  fuel. 

Although  Kul’s  village  is  one  of  the 
few  with  electricity  available  (to  the  few 
who  can  afford  it),  Nepal’s  vast  hydro¬ 
electric  potential  is  largely  untapped. 

Second,  a  17  percent  annual  increase 
in  trekking  tourism  has  led  to  the  clear¬ 
ing  of  vast  tracts  of  forested  land  to  meet 
the  cooking,  heating  and  lodging  needs 
of  international  visitors. 

In  short,  Kul’s  own  growing  family 
and  its  need  for  firewood,  his  small  but 
sure-to-increase  herd  of  cattle  and  his 
catering  to  trekkers  who  pass  by  his  vil¬ 
lage  are  symptomatic  of  larger  factors  at 


work  in  Nepal’s  changing  society  that 
encourage  deforestation  and  its  resulting 
calamities  to  the  environment. 

Population 

As  a  schoolteacher,  Kul  knows  first¬ 
hand  that  his  village  is  growing. 

Nine  years  ago  when  he  started  to 
teach,  the  five-room  schoolhouse  on  the 
hillside  above  Sikles  comfortably 
accommodated  all  of  its  pupils. 

Today  a  visitor  sees  classrooms  so 
overcrowded  that  some  teachers  take 
their  students  outside  to  alleviate  the 
congestion  when  weather  permits. 

What’s  more,  Kul  estimates  that 
fewer  than  half  of  those  in  the  village 
eligible  to  attend  the  five  years  of  gov¬ 
ernment-funded  schooling  actually  do 
so.  Parents  keep  children  at  home  to 
help  with  chores,  he  said.  Many  say  that 
they  can’t  afford  the  "extras”  which  gov¬ 
ernment  funds  don’t  cover  such  as  paper 
and  pencils. 

What’s  happening  in  Sikles  reflects 
the  situation  throughout  Nepal.  Despite 
having  one  of  the  lowest  physician-to- 
population  ratios  in  the  world — approxi¬ 
mately  900  doctors  in  a  nation  of  20  mil¬ 
lion — its  population  is  increasing. 

Better  nutrition  and  discovery  of  a 
simple  method  for  treating  fatal  infant 
dehydration  (often  the  result  of  diarrhea) 
have  helped  increasing  numbers  of  chil¬ 
dren  reach  school  age  and,  eventually, 
adulthood. 

Although  Nepal’s  average  lifespan  is 
one  of  the  world’s  lowest,  51  for  both 
men  and  women,  it  is  slowly  rising. 

A  net  effect  is  that  20  million  people 


’  “ Cod  has  called  us  to 
stewardship  and  protection  of 
His  Creation  (Genesis  2: 15, 

Psalm  24: 1 ).  We  must  remember 
that  we  are  responsible  to  Him 
and  to  our  care  and  use  of  His 
earth.  Sensitivity  to  conservation 
and  to  environmental  issues,  at 
the  most  basic ,  is  obedience  to 
God’s  commandments.” 

— Dr.  Richard  D.  Land 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 


’  ‘Too  many  people  inhabit 
the  earth.  Too  many  of  us  are 
trying  to  take  advantage  of 
limited  resources.  As  a  result,  the 
resources  dwindle  daily.” 

— Keeping  All  the  Pieces:  Perspectives  on 
Natural  History  and  the  Environment 


♦ 


Energy 


The  average  American’s  energy  use  is  equivalent  to  the  consumption  of  3 
lapanese,  6  Mexicans,  12  Chinese,  33  Indians,  or  422  Ethiopians. 

*  r  Source:  Zero  Population  Growth 
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at's  that?' 

are  crowded  into  a  country  about  the 
size  of  Iowa  (pop.  3  million). 

Dietary  staples  such  as  rice,  lentils, 
potatoes  and  cauliflower  are  generally 
available.  However,  increasing  numbers 
of  people  are  contributing  to  extensive 
deforestation,  creating  a  devastating  ero¬ 
sion  problem  on  the  20  percent  or  so  of 
Nepal’s  land  that  can  be  cultivated. 

Consumption 

As  Kul  walks  through  his  village,  he 
sees  few  of  the  symbols  of  a  consumer 
society  typical  of  industrialized  nations 
such  as  the  U.S.  Not  a  single  automobile 
is  in  sight;  few  roads  exist  in  the  region 
adequate  for  automotive  travel;  hence  he 
walks  everywhere. 

He  sees  no  television  antennas. 
Although  a  women’s  cooperative  in 
Sikles  runs  a  small  cloth-weaving  busi¬ 
ness,  no  market  as  such  exists  for  stylish 
fabrics  or  clothes.  Telephone  lines  are 
nonexistent.  A  small  general  store  con¬ 
tains  basics  such  as  matches,  batteries 
(for  flashlights  and  portable  radios)  and 
packaged  foodstuffs,  but  a  place  to 
"shop”  can’t  be  found;  no  Mall  of  Nepal 
in  Sikles! 

Nevertheless,  Kul,  as  an  educated 
person  who  has  been  to  the  "big  city” 
(two  in  fact:  Pokhara  with  40,000  popu¬ 
lation  and  Kathmandu,  the  capital,  with 
nearly  500,000),  knows  there  is  a  big 
world  "out  there." 

He  is  not  alone  in  wanting  a  better  life 
for  his  children,  including  an  education 
that  would  permit  them  to  live  more 
comfortably,  and  probably  longer,  than 
their  parents. 

He  knows  about  that  life  from  talking 
with  affluent  Americans,  Germans, 
Australians  and  Japanese  who  trek 
through  his  village. 

Although  he  leads  a  simple  life  by 
Western  standards,  Kul’s  desire  to  make 
more  money  for  his  family  is  turning 
him  into  a  consumer  who  will  buy  rather 
than  produce  what  they  need  to  live, 
including  basic  lentils  and  rice. 

But  Kul  also  sees  and  worries  about 
what  happens  when  people  have  money 
to  spend.  He  sees,  for  example,  the  waste 
left  by  trekkers.  Non-biodegradable 
items  such  as  plastic  wrappers,  used  bat¬ 
teries,  and  toothpaste  containers  often 
end  up  in  scattered  piles  on  mountain 
paths  or  strewn  along  the  banks  of  rivers. 

For  Kul,  a  Hindu,  the  gods  and  god¬ 
desses  are  everywhere —  in  the  majestic 
mountains  that  surround  his  village,  in 
the  rocks  and  trees,  and  in  the  eagles 
that  soar  in  the  pass  high  above  the 
Madi  River. 

They  are  in  the  river  itself,  and  in  the 
soil  that  grows  the  rice  in  the  valley 
below.  They  are  even  in  the  wind  that 
carries  the  dust  that  clouds  his  eyes. . . . 

He  respects  the  gods  and  goddesses. 
He  knows  that  his  village  and  this  world, 
in  some  way  that  he  can  ’!  explain,  are 
really  theirs,  not  his. 

He  is  careful  not  to  change  or  disturb 
that  world  any  more  than  he  must  to  do 
what  he  believes  is  needed  to  create  a 
better  life  for  him  and  his  family.  But  his 
senses  tell  him  that  the  world  is  chang¬ 
ing.  And  what  is  needed,  he  fearfully 
realizes,  is  no  longer  clear  to  him. 

As  he  falls  asleep  beside  his  son,  he 
hopes  the  gods  and  goddesses  will 
understand. 


-I 
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The  golden  arches  with  their  tempting  menu  mean 
little  to  this  street  child  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil. 


The  vulnerability  of  women: 
An  inescapable  reality 


Issues  of  population,  consumption 
and  the  environment  cannot  be  dis¬ 
cussed  without  examining  "the  vulnera¬ 
bility  of  women"  in  underdeveloped 
countries,  says  Omega  Chilufya  Bula, 
who  coordinates  the  women’s  desk  for 
the  All  Africa  Conference  of  Churches. 

"Women  are  walking  around  with 
big  baskets  on  their  heads  and  babies  on 
their  backs,  working  in  the  sun,  from 
dawn  to  dusk,  trying  to  sustain  life  in  an 
environment  of  powerlessness.” 

The  world  has  paid  a  "high  price”  for 
ignoring  the  needs  of  these  women, 
says  Dr.  Nafus  Sadik,  executive  director 
of  the  United  Nations  Population  Fund 
and  convenor  of  the  Cairo  meeting. 

In  Laurie  Ann  Mazur's  book, 
"Beyond  the  Numbers:  A  Reader  on 
Population,  Consumption  and  the 
Environment,"  Dr.  Sadik  names  those 
costs; 

“Uncontrolled  population  growth, 
high  infant  and  child  mortality,  a  weak¬ 
ened  economy,  ineffective  agriculture, 
a  deteriorating  environment,  a  generally 
divided  society,  and  a  poorer  quality  of 
life  for  all.” 


In  addition,  African  women  are: 

■Given  status  by  childbearing  and 
their  success  as  mothers. 

■  Responsible  for  the  education  of 
their  children,  though  they  receive  little 
themselves. 

■Responsible  for  the  maintenance  of 
their  environment. 

What  is  it  like  to  be  a  girl  in  Africa? 

Ms.  Bula  gives  a  bird’s-eye  view  of 
this  burden  on  African  women  through 
a  story  from  a  girl  in  Benin. 

Because  the  girl’s  family  is  so  poor, 
each  child  has  a  day  of  the  week  to  eat 
a  meal.  The  girl  must  also  watch  her 
young  siblings  while  her  mother  tends 
to  the  crops  and  her  father  labors  away 
from  the  village. 

'The  girl  said  to  me,  'School  is  not 
for  me.  For  us  girls,  we  were  told  to 
find  husbands.  .  .  Dear  God,  why  do  we 
have  to  suffer  this  way?’  ’’ 

As  African  nations  cope  with  the 
extremes  of  war  and  death  and  voting 
and  freedom,  says  Ms.  Bula,  "this  is  the 
right  time  for  change. 

"We  are  listening  to  God  as  God 
speaks  to  us  in  new  ways." 


^Teen  births 

The  U.S.  has  the  highest  teenage 
pregnancy,  abortion  and  birth  rate 
of  any  industrialized  nation.  .  .  A 
teen-ager  has  a  baby  every  67 
seconds  in  the  U.S. 

Source:  U.S.  Network  for  Cairo.  94 


~  “The  challenge  before  the 
religious  community  in  America 
is  to  make  every  congregation — 
every  church,  synagogue  and 
mosque — truly  ‘green’  a  center 
of  environmental  study  and 
action." 

— The  Rev.  James  Parks  Morton 

Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Divine 


♦  Less  dirt 

An  estimated  24  billion  tons  of 
topsoil  washes  or  blows  off  the 
land  each  year.  Thus,  every  year,  the 
world's  farmers  must  try  to  feed  93 
million  more  people  with  24  billion 
fewer  tons  of  topsoil. 

Source:  Zero  Population  Growth 


♦  Women’s  work 

In  Africa  only  22.9  percent  of 
women  were  considered  to  be  in 
the  labor  force  in  1985.  .  .  But 
women  are  responsible  for 
between  60  and  80  percent  of  the 
food  grown  in  Africa. 


Source:  Dr.  Nafus  Sadik 
Executive  Director 
United  Nations  Population  Fund 
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♦  Pollution 

The  55  million  babies  born  in  the 
industrialized  countries  during  the 
1 990s  will  pollute  the  world  more 
than  the  895  million  babies  born  in 
less  industrialized  countries  during 
the  same  period. 

Source:  Natural  Resources  Defense  Council 


~  "When  you  live  in  a  shopping 
mall  where  everything  bears  a 
human  imprint,  who  do  you 
worship?" 

— Bill  McKibben 
in  "The  Comforting  Whirlwind” 


~  “If  we  are  able  to  stop 
destroying  our  environment,  it  will 
be  because  person  by  person  we 
decide  by  God’s  grace  to  turn 
aside  from  greed  and  materialism. 
It  will  be  because  we  learn  that 
joy  and  fulfilment  come  through 
right  relationship  with  God, 
neighbor  and  earth,  not  ever- 
escalating  demand  for  more  and 
more  material  consumption. 
Nowhere  is  that  more  possible 
than  in  the  local  congregations 
that  combine  prayer  and  action, 
worship  and  analysis,  deep 
personal  love  for  the  Creator  and 
for  the  Creator’s  garden.” 

— Dr.  Ronald  Sider, 
Evangelicals  for  Social  Action 


Religion  in  the  marketplace: 
'What's  the  meaning  of  this?' 


The  prominence  of  shopping  centers  on 
the  American  landscape  in  the  second  half 
of  the  20th  century  has  been  compared  to 
Europe’s  cathedrals  in  earlier  times.  Indeed 
countless  more  citizens  assemble  weekly 
and  even  daily  at  our  malls  than  come 
weekly  to  houses  of  worship. 

But  are  shopping  centers  only  an  arena  for  commerce  and 
entertainment  or  might  some  of  their  visitors  be  looking 
beyond  what  can  be  put  on  a  charge  card,  dropped  into  a  bag 
or  consumed  in  an  evening? 

Religious  folks 
in  Minneapolis  are 
asking  themselves 
these  questions  and 
hope  to  present 
their  answers  in  a 
store-related  for¬ 
mat.  How,  they 
ask,  do  you  oper¬ 
ate  in  a  "temple  of 
money”  without 
becoming  a  captive 
of  money?  How  do 
you  keep  your 
integrity  in  an 
arena  of  consumer 
goods,  gloss  and 
glitter  big  enough 
to  hold  32  Boeing 
747  jets?  How  do 
you  make  "caring" 
your  bottom  line? 

These  are  ques¬ 
tions  that  the  Rev. 

Delton  Krueger 
wakes  up  to  daily 
and  reflects  upon 
throughout  the  day. 

After  43  years  as  a  United  Methodist  pastor,  he  has  changed 
vocations. 

Today  Mr.  Krueger  is  a  free-lance  writer  and  the  develop¬ 
er  of  a  spiritual  community  in  the  business  world.  He  and  a 
group  of  19  other  religious  persons — most  of  them  lay — 
have  formed  The  Mall  Area  Religious  Council  Inc. 
(MARC).  Its  mission:  To  be  a  spiritual  presence  at  the  Mall 
of  America — the  nation’s  largest  shrine  to  capitalism  and 
consumption. 

When  it  marked  its  second  anniversary  during  August,  Mall 
of  America  had  welcomed  more  than  70  million  visitors.  Its 
arcades  are  the  commercial  avenues  for  shoppers  from  around 
the  world.  Inside  its  400  shops,  four  anchor 
stores,  its  restaurants,  nightclubs  and  cine¬ 
mas  meet  the  nations  and  faces  of  the  world. 

The  children  of  shoppers,  as  well  as 
their  baby  sitters,  crowd  the  Mall’s  Camp 
Snoopy  playground — the  country’s 
biggest  indoor  theme  park,  a  northern 
Disney  World  on  seven  acres  where  the 
Minnesota  Twins  once  played  baseball. 

One  thing  that  links  most  mallgoers, 
even  if  they’ve  never  thought  about  it,  is  a 
spiritual  dimension  or  even  a  religious 
affiliation,  Mr.  Krueger  said.  He  spoke 
during  an  interview  at  Minneapolis-St. 

Paul  International  Airport,  five  minutes 
from  the  gigantic  four-story  mall. 

People  mm  to  religion  or  stay  with  it  all 
their  life  because  "religion — all  religions — 
are  concerned  with  meaning,”  he  said. 

While  the  mail’s  developers  have  long 
been  open  to  a  spiritual  presence  there,  its 
managers  have  forbidden  any  form  of  wor¬ 
ship  on  the  premises.  However,  they  reasoned,  no  mall-mind¬ 
ed  person  would  look  askance  at  one  more  store. 

Knowing  this,  members  of  The  Mall  Area  Religious 
Council  Inc.  have  announced  plans  to  open  a  "Meaning 


Store”  that  would  be  interreligious  in  nature  and  have  mean¬ 
ing  as  its  product. 

“Our  hope  is  that  if  people  wander  into  our  place,  they’ll 
acquire  more  of  a  sense  of  meaning,"  Mr.  Krueger  said. 

The  Mall  Area  Religious  Council  Inc.  takes  the  position 
that  God’s  presence  in  the  marketplace  is  a  fact  of  life. 

One  role  of  the  spiritual  community  is  to  be  in  the  public 
square  presenting  religious  traditions  with  a  unique  perspec¬ 
tive  on  values  and  ethics,  Mr.  Krueger  said. 

As  Minnesota  has  changed  from  forest  and  prairie  living  to 
technology,  tourism  and  global  travel,  the  spiritual  communi¬ 
ty  has  also  adjusted  its  forms  of  presence.  He  pointed  to  the 
state’s  Native  American  spirituality,  its  Christian  missionary 
explorers  and  the  coming  of  many  world  religions  in  recent 
decades. 

The  mall-based 
religious  group  holds 
that  each  tradition 
represented  on  the 
council  brings  its 
own  authentic  histo¬ 
ry,  values  and  beliefs 
to  Minnesota  life  and 
that  each  tradition  is 
committed  to  listen 
attentively  to  other 
council  members. 

Besides  Catholic 
and  Protestant  repre¬ 
sentatives,  the  coun¬ 
cil  has  some  from 
Native  American  tra¬ 
ditions  and  an  advi¬ 
sory  relationship 
with  area  Jews  and 
Muslims. 

In  its  proposed 
Meaning  Store,  the 
council  envisions 
dividing  its  space 
into  thirds  (perhaps 
10  x  10  feet,  Mr. 
Krueger  thought) 

with  suitable  music  piped  in. 

Each  space  would  present  something  of  the  nature  of 
Christianity,  Judaism  and  Islam  through  the  use  of  music, 
artifacts  and  interactive  video. 

Next  to  the  three  areas  would  be  a  larger  conversation 
space  where  a  sports,  business  or  professional  figure  would 
talk  about  spirituality  or  spiritual  witnessing. 

No  longer  must  religion  be  headquartered  in  Rome, 
Mecca  or  New  York,  Mr.  Krueger  said. 

“We’ve  learned  from  the  information  superhighway  that 
we’re  connected,  like  an  Internet  to  other  world  religions.” 

Unless  religion  can  find  solid  footing  in  the  marketplace, 
the  retired  pastor  believes,  religion  is  in 
great  danger  of  allowing  itself  to  be 
walked  off  the  map. 

Mall  Area  Religious  Council  members 
include  stockbrokers,  an  attorney,  a 
housewife,  a  retired  businessman  and  a 
couple  of  active  pastors. 

Members  meet  regularly  to  strategize 
and  develop  the  Meaning  Store,  plan  mar¬ 
ket  research  and  prepare  to  present  their 
ideas  to  bankers,  backers  and  the  mall 
management — all  the  while  adhering 
strictly  to  the  Internal  Revenue  Service 
Code  for  non-profit  groups. 

Mr.  Krueger  believes  that  if  the  council 
can  create  a  viable  business  proposal,  it 
will  find  churches,  individuals  and  foun¬ 
dations  to  fund  it. 

“We  want  our  store  to  be  an  expression 
of  the  global  sense  of  spirituality  implicit  in 
all  the  world’s  religions.  We’re  not  just  cut 
flowers;  we  have  a  flow  of  tradition  that  dates  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  years.”  As  such,  religion  and  spirituality  are 
products  of  civilization  though  not  a  commodity,  he 
stressed. 


PHOTO  BY  JANET  KRUEGER 

Foot  traffic  surges  past  the  Rev.  Delton  Krueger  at  the  Mall 
of  America  in  Bloomington,  Minn.  He  and  19  other  people 
are  establishing  a  "Meaning  Store"  inside  the  mall,  based  on 
the  claim  that  God's  presence  in  the  marketplace  is  a  fact  of  life. 


Are  you  living  in  a 
material  world? 

Answer  the  following  with  “agree, 
disagree,  and  undecided.” 

□  Being  greedy  is  a  sin  against 
God. 

□  I  would  like  my  church  to 
encourage  members  to  be  less 
materialistic. 

□  Materialism  is  a  serious  social 
problem. 

□  Stewardship  should  mean 
remembering  that  God  makes 
everything. 

Source :  ‘‘Global  Economics: 
Seeking  a  Christian  Ethic” 
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A  railway  station 
and  old  trains 
shelter  upwards 
of  8,000 

homeless  people 
in  Luena, 

Moxico 

Province, 

Angola.  The 
town  has  an 
estimated 
50,000 
displaced 
people  fleeing 
civil  war.  Trains 
stopped  running 
here  years  ago. 

WORLD  COUNCIL  OF 
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At  the  Land  Institute,  the  prairie  is  an  altar 


Wes  Jackson  has  been  called  the  most  radical  of  America’s 
agricultural  gurus,  a  prophet  of  the  prairie,  a  thorn  in  the  side 
of  agribusiness.  One  writer  described  him  as  Brobdingnagian 
(from  the  land  of  giants  in  Jonathan  Swift’s  Gulliver’s 
Travels)  and  found  his  dreams  giant-sized,  too. 


Another  author  suggested  that  if  you 
crossed  Isaiah  with  a  bison  you  might  get 
Wes  Jackson,  whose  distant  relatives  he 
ventured  were  Charles  Darwin,  William 
Jennings  Bryan,  even  Will  Rogers. 

The  reality  is  that  Dr.  Jackson  is  a 
late-middle-aged  Kansas  farm  boy. 
Raised  Methodist  and  steeped  in 
Scripture  on  a  farm  outside  Topeka,  he 
took  his  first  degree  and  played  football 
for  Kansas  Wesleyan  University  in 
Salina,  returning  there  to  teach  and 
coach  after  earning  a  masters  in  botany 
at  the  University  of  Kansas. 

In  1964  he  and  his  wife,  Dana, 
whom  he  had  married  while  at 
Wesleyan,  moved  to  North  Carolina 
State  where  he  completed  a  doctorate  in 
plant  genetics.  After  a  stint  at  the 
University  of  California  at  Sacramento, 
Dr.  Jackson  traded  in  his  fast-track 
careerism  for  a  return  to  the  28-acre 
homestead  overlooking  the  Little 
Smoky  River  outside  Salina. 

In  1976  the  Jacksons  founded  The 
Land  Institute  on  their  patch  of  prairie, 
devoting  its  research  and  educational 
efforts  to  sustainable  agriculture  and 
stewardship  of  the  earth. 

The  institute  with  its  two  dozen  stu¬ 
dents,  interns  and  staff  researchers 


looks  to  nature  as  a  model  for  the  kind 
of  agriculture  that  will  save  the  soil, 
support  a  diversity  of  life  and  culture 
and  rebuild  rural  communities. 

“It  all  started  when  humans  extended 
the  patch  to  the  field  and  began  to 
change  the  face  of  the  earth  in  a  whole¬ 
sale  sort  of  way.”  That's  Wes  Jackson’s 
view  of  “the  Fall.”  He  believes  that 
modem  farming  with  its  accent  on 
monocropping,  fossil  fuels  and  chemi¬ 
cals  is  “unnatural.” 

It’s  an  attempt  to  end  drudgery  by  get¬ 
ting  food  from  a  600-million-year-old 
carnivorous  horse,  he  says.  In  the 
process  both  soil  and  human  community 
are  destroyed.  For  example,  he  says,  for 
every  bushel  of  grain  produced  in 
America  today,  two  bushels  of  soil  are 
lost.  In  fact  the  three  billion  tons  of  top¬ 
soil  washed  and  blown  away  each  year 
in  the  U.S.  amount  to  more  than  was  lost 
during  the  “Dust  Bowl"  era  of  the  1930s. 

Because  of  the  loss  of  topsoil  and  the 
high  cost  of  agriculture,  the  number  of 
farmers  has  dwindled  to  fewer  than  six 
million  compared  with  30  million  in 
1940.  Such  a  loss  of  farm  families, 
communities,  towns  and  a  rural  way  of 
life  has  had  a  mutilating  effect  on  our 
landscape  as  well  as  on  our  culture,  Dr. 


Jackson  said. 

Not  only  does  an  inefficient  agricul¬ 
ture  consume  more  energy  in  fossil 
fuels  than  it  produces  in  food  value — 
approximately  10  calories  of  energy  are 
expended  to  produce,  process  and  trans¬ 
port  food  for  each  calorie  consumed — 
but  industrialized  farming  has  polluted 
streams,  drained  irreplaceable  aquifers 
and  spawned  low- 
quality,  sometimes 
dangerous  food. 

While  soil  erodes 
in  rolling  wheat 
fields  or  in  striped 
acres  of  com,  it  stays 
put  in  pastures  and  ini 
native  prairie  grass¬ 
es,  as  any  Kansas 
farmer  can  see. 

Moreover,  wheat 
fields  are  petroleum-  and  chemical- 
dependent  while  the  prairie  relies  on 
species  diversity  and  genetic  diversity 
within  species  to  avoid  epidemics  of 
insects  and  pathogens. 

“The  prairie  sponsors  its  own  fertili¬ 
ty,  runs  on  sunlight  and  actually  accu¬ 
mulates  ecological  capital,  accumulates 
soil,"  Dr.  Jackson  wrote  in  his  1987 
book.  Altars  of  Unhewn  Slone. 

Observing  this,  he  asked:  “Is  it  possi¬ 
ble  to  build  an  agriculture  based  on  the 
prairie  as  its  standard  or  model?” 

Researchers  at  The  Land  Institute 
who  try  to  answer  this  question  readily 
acknowledged  that  neither  they  nor  Dr. 
Jackson  may  be  around  when  the 
answer  is  known  in  perhaps  100  years. 

For  now  they  are  working  to  develop 


Wes  Jackson 


an  agriculture  based  on  the  native 
prairie  ecosystem  of  the  Great  Plains. 
This  new  model  would  feature  perenni¬ 
al  grain  crops  grown  in  mixtures  or 
perennial  polycultures. 

Like  the  prairie  itself,  mixtures  of 
perennial  grains  would  hold  the  soil, 
cope  successfully  with  insects  and  dis¬ 
ease  and  conserve  water.  Unlike  the 
prairie,  perennial  polyculture  would 
also  produce  significant  yields  of  grain. 

Working  with  Dr.  Jackson,  with  a 
plant  breeder  and  an  ecologist,  gradu¬ 
ate-level  students  are  doing  pioneering 
plant  breeding  work  with  potential 
perennial  grains,  including  Eastern 
Gamagrass,  a  warm-season  relative  of 
com;  Mammoth  Wild  Rye,  a  cool  sea¬ 
son  relative  of  wheat;  Illinois 
Bundleflower,  a  nitrogen-fixing 
legume;  and  Perennial  Grain  Sorghum, 
a  hybrid  of  wild  perennial  sorghum  and 
the  domesticated  annual  variety. 

Dr.  Jackson  admits  that  it  may  take 
time  before  anyone  asks  for  “another 
slice  of  bundleflower  bread  or  more  of 
that  nice  leymus  soup.  .  . 

“Humans  reward  enterprises;  nature 
rewards  patience,"  he  adds  philosophi¬ 
cally. 

“When  you  live  in  a  culture  where 
the  bottom  line  is  the  quarterly  report 
and  you  are  working  on  something  that 
is  going  to  happen  over  50  to  100  years, 
it  is  a  matter  of  whether  you  can  gather 
enough  allies  who  are  sympathetic  to 
looking  at  the  prairie  and  saying:  'What 
was  here?  What  will  nature  require  of 
us  here?  What  will  nature  help  us  to  do 
here?’  ” 


’  “Now  there  ore  some  things 
we  all  know,  but  we  don’t  take 
’em  out  and  look  at  ’em  very 
often.  We  all  know  that 
something  is  eternal.  And  it  ain’t 
houses  and  it  ain’t  names  and  it 
ain’t  earth,  and  it  ain’t  even  the 
stars.  .  .There’s  something  way 
down  deep  that’s  eternal  about 
every  human  being." 

— From  the  play  “Our  Town" 
by  Thornton  Wilder 


♦  Waste 

Each  day  the  average  urban  resident 
of  the  U.S.  produces  I  SO  gallons  of 
sewage,  3.4  pounds  of  garbage  and 
1.3  pounds  of  pollution. 

Source:  Zero  Population  Growth 


♦  Poverty 


Of  the  world’s  5.2  billion  people,  I.S  billion  do  not  have  the  basic 
necessities  of  life,  living  in  absolute  poverty. 

Source:  "Global  Economics:  Seeking  a  Christian  Ethic" 


What  if  I  had  not  been. . . 

Born  in 
the  U.S.A.? 

Close  your  eyes  and  try  this  mental  exercise  putting 
yourself  in  the  place  of  much  of  the  world's  population: 

1.  Imagine  your  home.  Take  out  the  furniture. 
Leave  a  few  old  blankets,  a  kitchen  table,  maybe  a 
wooden  chair.  You’ve  never  had  a  bed,  remember. 

2.  Throw  out  your  clothes.  Each  person  in  the 
family  may  keep  the  oldest  suit  or  dress,  a  shirt  or 
blouse.  The  head  of  the  family  has  the  only  pair  of 
shoes. 

3.  All  kitchen  appliances  vanish.  Keep  a  box  of 
matches,  a  small  bag  of  flour,  some  sugar  and  salt,  a 
handful  of  onions,  a  dish  of  dried  beans.  Rescue 
those  moldy  potatoes  from  the  garbage  can;  those  are 
tonight’s  meal. 

4.  Dismantle  the  bathroom,  shut  off  the  running 
water,  take  out  wiring,  lights,  everything  that  runs  by 
electricity. 

5.  Take  away  the  house.  Move  the  family  into  the 
toolshed. 

6.  By  now  all  the  other  houses  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  have  disappeared.  Instead  there  are  shanties. 

7.  Cancel  all  the  newspapers  and  magazines. 
Throw  out  the  books.  You  won’t  miss  them;  you  are 
now  illiterate.  One  radio  serves  the  whole  town. 

8.  No  more  postal,  fire  or  government  services. 
The  two-classroom  school  is  three  miles  away. 
Choose  which  of  your  children  will  get  to  go. 

9.  No  hospital,  no  doctor.  The  nearest  clinic  is  10 
miles  away.  You  get  there  by  bus  or  bicycle. 

10.  Throw  out  your  bankbooks,  stocks  and  pen¬ 
sion  plans.  Your  cash  hoard  is  now  $5. 

11.  Get  out  and  start  cultivating  your  three  acres. 
Try  hard  and  you'll  make  $300  in  cash  crops.  Your 
landlord  wants  1/3  and  your  money-lender  wants 
10%. 

1 2.  Life  is  hard.  Lop  25  to  30  years  off  your  life. 

Adapted  from  "  Freedom  from  Hunger,  ”  the  U.N.  Food  and 
Agriculture  Organization 's  magazine 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter  produced  this  special  report  in 
conjunction  with  the  United  Nations  Conference  on  Population  and 
Development,  Sept.  5-13,  in  Cairo,  Egypt. 

This  Special  Report  was  made  possible  by  a  $20,000  grant 
from  the  Pew  Charitable  Trusts.  The  Reporter  was  one  of  five  reli¬ 
gion-oriented  publications  in  the  United  Sates  to  receive  such 
grants  earlier  this  year. 

A  staff  team  headed  by  Associate  Editor  Denise  Johnson 
Stovall  prepared  this  report,  with  graphics  and  layouts  by  Design 
Editor  Debra  Ennaco  McKnight.  Other  staff  members  working  on 
the  project  were  Cynthia  B.  Astle,  Diane  Huie  Balay,  the  Rev. 
Daniel  R.  Gangler  and  John  A.  Lovelace. 

Journalists  who  completed  special  assignments  for  this  report 
are  the  Rev.  Stephen  L.  Swecker,  a  contributing  editor  to  this  news¬ 
paper,  and  Patricia  Lefevere,  a  veteran  ecumenical  and  environ¬ 
mental  reporter  from  Tenafly,  N.J.  Mr.  Swecker  wrote  the  article 
and  took  the  main  photographs  for  the  article  on  Nepal  on  Pages  4 
and  5.  Ms.  Lefevere  wrote  the  articles  on  Father  Thomas  Berry,  the 
Rev.  Delton  Krueger  and  Dr.  Wes  Jackson. 

The  photographs  of  children  in  this  publication  were  provided  by 
Food  for  the  Poor,  Mennonite  Central  Committee,  Religious  News 
Service  and  Church  World  Service. 

This  special  report  is  being  published  and  distributed  in  all  edi¬ 
tions  of  The  United  Methodist  Reporter,  The  United  Methodist 
Review,  and  The  United  Methodist  Record.  All  are  publications  of 
the  United  Methodist  Communications  Council  of  Texas  and  New 
Mexico,  based  in  Dallas,  Texas,  U.S.A. 


Population 

Environment 

Consumption 

and 

YOU 


A  User’s  Guide 


Do  I  get  to  eat  tonight ? 

Not  enough 

Here's  a  game  to  play  with  a  group : 

1.  Assign  an  appropriate  number  of  students  to  rep¬ 
resent  each  region  (see  chart  below)  and  ask  each 
group  to  sit  in  a  circle.  Blatantly  count  out  the  number 
of  peanuts  that  represents  the  distribution  of  resources 
and  put  each  group’s  peanuts  in  the  center  of  each 
group’s  circle.  The  example  used  is  based  on  a  class 
size  of  35.  Use  proportions  adjusted  to  your  class  size. 


Regions 

Number 

Number 

of  students 

of  Peanuts 

Asia 

20  (58%) 

18 

Africa 

4(11%) 

3 

U.S.,  Canada 

2  (5%) 

29 

Latin  America 

3  (8%) 

5 

Europe,  Russia 

6(17%) 

45 

2.  Ask  the  following  questions: 

How  many  students  have  no  peanuts? 

How  many  students  have  one  peanut? 

How  many  students  have  two  peanuts? 

How  many  students  have  more  than  five  peanuts? 

How  many  students  have  more  than  10 peanuts? 

3.  Have  the  students  remain  with  their  regions  as 
you  pose  the  following  questions: 

Is  the  global  distribution  of  wealth  fair? 

Why  or  why  not? 

What  is  meant  by  "fair”  or  “just”?  Who  determines 
what  is  “fair”  or  "just”? 

Should  the  distribution  of  wealth  be  changed?  How? 

Have  you  ever  experienced  a  similar  situation  where 
something  was  distributed  to  you  so  unevenly?  How 
did  you  fee  l?  What  did  you  do? 

Is  the  wealth  distributed  evenly  in  your  local  com¬ 
munity?  How  does  it  compare  with  the  global  distribu¬ 
tion  of  wealth? 

NOTE:  There  may  be  some  requests  or  even 
demands  for  the  wealthier  nations  to  share  their  bounty. 
Discuss  ways  in  which  this  has  taken  place  to  a  limited 
degree  through  aid  programs  and  loans.  Point  out  that 
such  efforts  have  their  own  dilemmas  as  the  debt  crisis 
illustrates.  Read  Children  Hungering  for  Justice,  Office 
on  Global  Education,  Church  World  Service,  (301) 
727-6 1 06.  Source:  Church  World  Service 


What  can  I  do? 


I'm  just  one 
person! 


Individual  efforts  concerning  population,  environment 
and  consumption  issues  do  amount  to  something 
because  they  add  up — one  by  one  by  one  by  one!  Look 
through  this  list  to  see  what  you  might  do. 


LI  Save  water!  An  open  faucet  allows  5  gallons 
of  water  to  pass  through  in  just  2  minutes.  If  you 
wash  and  rinse  dishes  by  hand,  fill  the  sink  with 
water  instead  of  running  it  continuously.  Save  10  to 
20  gallons  by  not  letting  the  water  run  while  brush¬ 
ing  your  teeth  or  shaving. 


LI  Change  your  pat¬ 
terns  of  consumption! 

Don't  waste  food.  Give  up, 
even  for  a  short  time,  some 
luxury  purchase  such  as 
candy  or  soda  and  donate 
the  money  to  a  hunger¬ 
fighting  organization. 


d  Sponsor  a  feast-or- 
famine  meal  at  your 
church  or  school!  Get 
reservations  in  advance  and 
prepare  rice  and  beans  for 
two-thirds  of  the  guests, 
and  steak,  potatoes,  vegeta¬ 
bles,  dessert,  and  drink  for 
the  other  third.  After  the 
meal,  discuss  world  hunger,  nutrition,  and  how  the 
world’s  land,  water  and  other  resources  are  used  to 
grow  food.  Is  the  goal  to  have  everyone  in  the  world 
eat  steak?  Note  that  rice  and  beans  are  good  protein 
sources.  Compare  how  much  land  it  takes  to  grow 
grain  to  produce  animal  protein  vs.  grain  for  human 
consumption.  Read  Diet  for  a  Small  Planet,  by 
Frances  Moore  Lappe  for  more  ideas. 


d  Organize  a  Thanksgiving  food  drive.  Give 
the  food  gathered  to  a  shelter  in  your  community. 

d  Volunteer!  Find  out  about  a  food  pantry, 
soup  kitchen  or  child-care  center  in  your  community 
and  volunteer  your  services. 

d  Protect  your  community!  Find  out  about 
efforts  to  limit  the  impact  of  development  in  your 
community.  Check  on  zoning  and  growth  manage¬ 
ment  laws  to  ensure  that  the  environment  is  protected. 

d  Write  the  White  House!  Let  the  President 
know  that  you  want  to  see  the  United  States  take  the 
lead  in  promoting  sustainable  population  and  devel¬ 
opment  policies  throughout  the  world.  Write:  The 
White  House,  1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue  NW, 
Washington,  D.C.  20500. 

d  Make  a  request!  Ask  your  pastor  to  talk 
about  the  interconnectedness  of  poverty,  hunger  and 
population  growth. 

d  Make  a  suggestion!  Suggest  that  local 
museums,  zoos,  aquariums,  arboretums,  and  nature 
centers  feature  an  exhibit  about  the  connections 
between  population,  environment  and  consumption. 

Sources:  Zero  Population  Growth,  Church  World  Service 
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Church  members  aid  African  hospital 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

When  United  Methodists  from 
the  New  York  Annual  Conference 
visited  Mozambique  in  April,  they 
came  home  with  a  long  list  of  items 
needed  to  sustain  life  in  that  Afri¬ 
can  country. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Linda 
Kimmelman,  Hudson  West  district 
superintendent,  “As  we  saw  the  tre¬ 
mendous  needs  in  the  country — in 
the  mission  sites,  schools  and  the 
hospitals — we  said  we  had  to  find  a 
way  to  respond  to  this.” 

|  The  group’s  list  was  distributed 
j  to  each  of  the  conference’s  district 
superintendents  with  an  invitation 
to  “fill  a  truckload.”  Delegates  to 
(  the  New  York  Annual  Conference 
in  June  also  contributed  items  and 
raised  $4,000  to  help  cover  ship¬ 
ping  costs. 

The  total  collection  was  enough 
to  fill  three  40-foot  containers  and 
was  shipped  Aug.  13,  according  to 
Elinor  Barnes  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief,  who 
helped  Ms.  Kimmelman  make  the 
arrangements.  The  containers  are 
scheduled  to  arrive  in  Mozambique 
during  September. 

Donated  items,  both  new  and 
used,  included  treadle  sewing  ma¬ 
chines,  manual  typewriters,  clergy 
shirts  and  stoles,  other  clothing  and 
school  supplies. 

Some  items — 300  sheets,  walkers, 
crutches,  wheelchairs,  gauze  bandages 
and  surgical  supplies — are  specifically 
for  the  United  Methodist-related  Chi- 
cuque  Hospital,  which  Ms.  Kimmel¬ 
man  and  others  visited  in  the  spring. 
On  that  trip,  they  took  32  suitcases 


full  of  medicines. 

Conditions  at  the  160-bed  hospi¬ 
tal  remain  primitive. 

“The  equipment  on  the  wards  is 
very  old,”  Ms.  Kimmelman  said, 
noting  that  electricity  at  the  site  is 
unreliable,  causing  power  surges 
that  render  machines  unusable. 

Beds  are  rusted,  with  no  sheets, 
and  some  pediatric  beds  have  no 


mattresses.  Few  medications  are 
available,  and  only  basic  laboratory 
work  can  be  done.  Because  the 
small  dental  clinic  lacks  electricity, 
only  tooth  extractions  can  be  per¬ 
formed. 

Despite  the  conditions,  Chicuque 
Hospital  is  clean,  and  the  staff  prac¬ 
tices  good  medical  techniques,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Ms.  Kimmelman. 


Beth  Farrell,  a  United  Methodist 
missionary,  trains  the  hospital’s 
nurses  who,  along  with  volunteer 
physicians,  handle  births  and  cases 
of  malnutrition,  malaria,  tuberculo¬ 
sis  and  dysentery. 

“They  treat  a  lot  of  car  accidents 
because  the  roads  are  in  bad  condi¬ 
tion  from  the  civil  war,”  Ms.  Kim¬ 
melman  added. 


PHOTO  8Y  DARLENE  SLACK 

Mozambican  children  like  this  one,  suffering  from  the  aftereffects  of  the  African  nation's  years-long 
civil  war,  will  benefit  from  the  contributions  of  U.S.  church  members. 


Workers  with  black  males  laud,  chide  church 


"We  serve  a  limitless  God  and  tve  don't  want  to 
limit  our  definition  of  the  family." 

— Burris  Ellis  Jr.,  founder  of  a  mentoring  program  for 
black  youths  called  "Boys  to  Men." 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— As  350  United 
Methodists  discussed  ways  to  bol¬ 
ster  black  men  under  social,  politi¬ 
cal  and  moral  siege  in  the  United 
States,  the  church  became  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  both  praise  and  chastise¬ 
ment. 

Most  speakers  at  the  recently  held 
second  annual  United  Methodist 
Black  Men’s  conference  generally 
gave  the  church  high  marks  for  its 
attention  to  the  spiritual  and  devel¬ 
opmental  needs  of  black  men,  wom¬ 
en  and  children. 

Catherine  LeBlanc,  a  United 
Methodist  laywoman  and  head  of 
the  White  House  Initiative  on  His¬ 
torically  Black  Colleges  and  Univer¬ 
sities,  praised  the  denomination’s 
historic  commitment  to  education 
and  spirituality. 

Inextricable  link 

Since  the  time  United  Methodists 
founded  schools  and  colleges  to 
educate  and  serve  black  people 
freed  after  the  Civil  War,  “the  link 
between  education  and  the  church 
has  been  inextricable,’’  said  Ms. 
LeBlanc. 

Church-related  black  colleges,  es¬ 
pecially,  have  demonstrated  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  holistic  education  and 


nurture  that  strengthens  young 
black  men  and  women,  and  pushes 
them  to  succeed  against  the  tide  of 
racism  and  other  barriers. 

Faculty  and  staff  members,  like 
those  at  United  Methodism’s  1 1 
historically  black  colleges,  “often  go 
far  beyond  their  job  descriptions  to 
be  counselor,  mentor  and  even  sur¬ 
rogate  parents  to  black  children,’’ 
Ms.  LeBlanc  said.  They  understand 
that  nurture  and  tough  love  allow 
young  people  to  thrive  and  blos¬ 
som.” 

At  the  same  time,  however,  Ms. 
LeBlanc  and  other  speakers  gently 
chided  the  church  for  dropping  the 
ball  at  times,  and  for  often  failing  to 
reach  out  to  the  socially  margina¬ 
lized  black  men. 

The  Rev.  Norman  Handy  of  Bal¬ 
timore  said  the  church  reinforces 
some  habits  that  are  detrimental  to 
black  youths.  Church  pancake  sup¬ 
pers,  fried-fish  dinners,  and  social- 
hour  cakes  and  cookies  are  often 
“culprits  in  training  us  how  to  eat 
to  die,”  he  said. 


In  his  workshop  on  black  men’s 
health,  he  said  concerns  need  to  in¬ 
clude  not  only  AIDS  and  drug 
abuse,  but  poor  diet  and  habitual 
use  of  tobacco  and  alcohol.  Diet-, 
tobacco-  and  alcohol-related  illness¬ 
es — heart  disease,  stroke,  diabetes 
and  cirrhosis — account  for  many 
deaths  among  black  people,  he  said. 

Black  people  have  both  a  biologi¬ 
cal  and  sociological  penchant  for 
substance  addiction,  said  Mr. 
Handy,  pastor  of  Unity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baltimore. 

Higher  death  rate 

People  who  drink  and  smoke  cig¬ 
arettes  have  a  higher  death  rate 
than  any  other  groups  combined, 
even  those  who  use  illegal  sub¬ 
stances,  he  said. 

In  1992,  for  instance,  346,000 
U.S.  deaths  were  attributed  to  to¬ 
bacco,  and  125,000  to  alcohol,  com¬ 
pared  to  4,000  heroin-related 
deaths,  he  added. 

Although  abuse  of  alcohol  and 
cigarettes  can  lead  to  other  addic¬ 


tions,  the  church  remains  silent  on 
such  life-style  issues,  particularly  if 
illegal  drugs  are  not  the  problem, 
according  to  Mr.  Handy.  He  called 
on  more  black  men  in  churches  to 
help  model  healthy  life  styles. 

He  also  admonished  churches  to 
lead  the  fight  against  cigarette  and 
liquor  advertisements,  which  he 
claimed  are  more  numerous  in  low- 
income  and  black  neighborhoods. 
In  Baltimore,  he  said,  church  action 
resulted  in  the  removal  of  billboard 
ads  for  cigarettes  and  alcohol. 

Even  in  confronting  illegal  drug 
abuse,  many  church  people  fail 
young  blacks  by  remaining  ignorant 
of  illegal  drugs,  Mr.  Handy  said. 

“We  have  to  get  familiar  with  the 
language  and  leave  our  sensitivity 
at  the  doorstep”  to  help  the  chil¬ 
dren,  he  said. 

Attorney  Burris  Ellis  Jr.  of  Deca¬ 
tur,  Ga.,  also  called  on  the  black 
church  to  reclaim  its  role  as  an  ex¬ 
tended  family  to  black  people.  He 
decried  the  “sculpting”  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  in  Western  culture  that  defines 
family  as  “a  husband,  wife  and  2.5 
kids.” 

“We  serve  a  limitless  God  and  we 
don’t  want  to  limit  our  definition  of 
the  family,”  said  Mr.  Ellis,  founder 
of  a  mentoring  program  for  black 
youths  called  “Boys  to  Men.” 


Specialist:  Census 
shows  that  churches 
must  re-think  'family' 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  church  specialist  in  family  and 
children’s  issues  says  a  new  report 
from  the  U.S.  Census  Bureau  shows 
that  churches  need  to  re-think  their 
programs  for  families. 

Kolya  Braun  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Women’s  Di¬ 
vision  in  New  York  said  findings 
in  The  Diverse  Living  Arrange¬ 
ment  of  Children:  Summer  1991 
challenge  church  and  other  con¬ 
cerned  groups  to  “provide  more 
support  for  families  of  all  kinds.” 

Ms.  Braun  is  executive  secretary 
for  children,  youth  and  family  ad¬ 
vocacy  for  the  Women’s  Division 
of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
division’s  “Campaign  for  Chil¬ 
dren”  has  operated  since  1988, 
and  thousands  of  women  have 
participated  in  a  division-designed 
study  of  diverse  families. 

'Not  pathological' 

Ms.  Braun  said  the  recent  cen¬ 
sus  report  confirms  that  “a  broad 
diversity  of  family  models"  has  al¬ 
ways  existed  and  that  single-par¬ 
ent  and  other  families  that  do  not 
conform  to  the  “Ozzie  and  Harri¬ 
et”  notion  of  family  “are  not  nec¬ 
essarily  pathological.” 

“This  report  and  the  Women’s 
Division  are  saying  that  we  need 
to  provide  support  and  nurture  for 
all  families,  regardless  of  their 
makeup,”  Ms.  Braun  said. 

She  said  the  church  has  “fallen 
down  on  the  job”  by  assuming 
that  the  average  family  has  a 
mother  (specifically,  one  who 
stays  home),  father  and  children, 
and  by  basing  most  church-related 
programs  for  families  on  that  nu¬ 
clear-family  model. 

She  called  for  a  more  “biblical” 
notion  of  family.  Christ,  Ms.  Braun 
said,  asked  people  to  love  not  only 
blood  kin,  but  also  to  consider  ev¬ 
eryone  brothers  or  sisters  for  whom 
to  be  responsible. 

Supporting  families 

Churches  can  support  families 
by  providing  child  care  for  work- 


The  U.S.  Census  shows  that 
nearly  half  of  American  chil¬ 
dren  live  in  a  family  other  than 
the  traditional  two-parent  nu¬ 
clear  model.  Churches  need  to 
look  at  their  "family  pro¬ 
grams"  to  see  how  they  can 
better  serve  families  of  all 
kinds,  says  a  church  specialist 
in  family  issues. 

ing  parents;  by  praying  for  and 
providing  spiritual  nurture  for  all 
families;  by  sponsoring  classes  and 
support  groups  on  parenting,  di¬ 
vorce  and  conflict  resolution;  and 
by  advocating  better  services  to 
families  in  their  communities. 

Among  the  census  report’s  ma¬ 
jor  findings,  based  on  1991  statis¬ 
tics  are  the  facts  that: 

■  white  children  are  more  likely 
than  black  and  Hispanic  children 
to  live  in  archetypal  two-parent 
families  (56  percent  for  whites;  26 
percent  for  blacks  and  38  percent 
for  Hispanics); 

■  8  million  children  live  in  ex¬ 
tended  households,  about  4.7  mil¬ 
lion  of  whom  live  with  a 
grandparent; 

■  children  with  one  parent  are 
four  times  more  likely  to  live  in  an 
extended-family  situation  (29.9 
percent)  than  children  living  with 
both  parents  (6.8  percent); 

■  most  living  with  a  single  par¬ 
ent  (81  percent)  lived  in  a  grand¬ 
parent’s  home,  but  the  majority  of 
children  living  with  both  parents 
and  a  grandparent  lived  in  the  par¬ 
ents’  home  • 


Denomination  switching 
is  'rampant/  study  says 


•  Lots  of  people  seem  to  be 
switching  allegiances  from 
one  denomination  to  another.  How 
common  is  this  practice? 

Am  One  recent  study  done  by 
•  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  concludes  that  denomina¬ 
tional  switching  is  “rampant”  in  the 
United  States. 

Historically,  sons  and  daughters 
in  great  numbers  followed  in  the 
footsteps  of  their  parents  when  it 
came  to  choosing  a  faith. 

But  in  the  wake  of  the  turbulent 
1960s,  when  institutions  of  every 
stripe  were  questioned,  denomina¬ 
tional  affiliation  started  to  become 
more  a  matter  of  individual  prefer¬ 
ence  than  family  history. 


Q. and  A. 


According  to  figures  cited  by 
Princeton  sociologist  Robert  Wuth- 
now,  45  percent  of  worshipers 
brought  up  as  Presbyterians  are  no 
longer  Presbyterians. 

For  Methodists,  the  defection  rate 
is  40  percent;  Episcopalians,  38  per¬ 
cent;  Baptists  and  Lutherans,  about 
one  quarter,  Jews,  15  percent;  and 
Catholics,  1 7  percent. 

Also  contributing  to  the  pattern  of 
switching  from  one  denomination  to 
another,  experts  say,  is  the  growth  of 
the  ecumenical  movement,  which  has 
erased  many  of  the  historic  divisions 
among  the  churches. 
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USAIR  CRASH:  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Annual  Conference  were  ready  to 
lend  assistance  to  emergency  crews 
following  the  Sept.  9  crash  of  a 
USAir  jet  near  Pittsburgh,  said  the 
Rev.  John  Ross  Thompson,  confer¬ 
ence  council  director.  “We  offered 
our  services  for  both  pastoral 
counseling  and  cleanup,  but  be¬ 
cause  of  the  nature  of  the  crash, 
the  area  was  sealed  off  almost  im¬ 
mediately,”  said  Mr.  Thompson. 
Follow-up  ministries  in  the  crash 
aftermath  remain  a  possibility,  Mr. 
Thompson  said.  All  132  persons 
aboard  the  plane  died. 

BISHOP  ALTON  DIES:  Retired 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Ralph  T. 
Alton,  86,  died  Sept.  7  in  Madison, 
Wis.,  after  a  brief  illness.  Elected 
bishop  in  1 960,  he  served  in  the 
Wisconsin  and  Indiana  episcopal 
areas  until  he  retired  in  1980.  In 
1983  he  was  reactivated  to  serve  in 
Indiana  after  the  resignation  of 
Bishop  James  Armstrong.  Bishop 
Alton  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Marian,  and  their  children  Bruce 
Alton  and  Phyllis  Ann  Alton 
Hansen.  Funeral  services  were  held 
Sept.  11  at  First  United  Methodist 


Church.  Madison,  where  he  was 
bishop  in  residence. 

NEW  MISSIONARIES:  Two 

groups  of  young  United 
Methodists  were  recently 
commissioned  as  missionaries  in 
Atlanta.  Sixteen  mission  interns 
were  commissioned  for  three  years’ 
service,  split  between  study  and 
work  outside  the  United  States  and 
action  and  education  in  the  United 
States.  Twenty-six  US-2s  were 
commissioned  to  serve  two-year 
assignments  in  various  United 
Methodist-related  mission  sites  in 
the  United  States  and  Puerto  Rico. 

DISCUSS  STRUCTURE:  A 

structure  work  team — one  of  1 1 
components  of  a  major  study  of 
United  Methodism  and  its  future — 
met  for  the  first  time  recently  in 
Chapel  Hill,  N.C.  Heading  the 
team  that  will  scrutinize  church 
organization  and  structure  for  a 
possible  overhaul  is  the  Rev. 
Reginald  W.  Ponder  of  Durham, 
N.C.  Guiding  the  overall 
Connectional  Issues  Study  is  the 
church’s  Ohio-based  General 
Council  on  Ministries. 

Compiled  from  news  services 
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Methodist  Hospital:  The  new  face  of  health  care 
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Celebrating  26  years  of  service 


A  picture  from  the  past  is  this  one,  ABOVE,  of  Charles  E.  McHale  |r.,  hospital 
board  member;  Rev.  John  Koelemay,  who  was  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Gentilly,  and  M.  Kenneth  Schor,  both  founding  fathers,  and  Paul  Bjork,  first  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  the  hospital. 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  proudly  acknowledges  its  26th  year  of  service 
to  the  East  New  Orleans  community.  ...  . 

In  1959,  M.  Kenneth  Schor,  a  Methodist  layman  of  the  Gentilly  Methodist  Church, 
conceived  the  idea  of  Methodist  Hospital.  Encouraged  by  the  church’s  pastor,  Rev.  John 
B.  Koelemay,  the  idea  was  taken  to  the  men’s  group  of  the  church.  The  concept  began  its 
long  journey  into  reality. 

Methodist  Hospital  was  organized  and  incorporated  on  June  14,  1961,  through  the 
leadership  of  residents  of  the  Gentilly  area  of  New  Orleans  including  many  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Methodist  Hospital  became  a  reality  in  1 968. 

Each  year  the  anniversary  is  celebrated  at  the  Steppin’  Out  Gala  and  the  Steppin  Out 
Road  Race,  both  benefits  for  the  hospital. 

The  hospital  initiated  a  major  expansion  program  in  1975.  The  facility  was  more  than 
doubled  in  size  with  the  addition  of  three  stories  to  the  original  structure.  This  expanded 
both  patient  capacity  and  ancillary  services.  . 

The  1 980s  and  1 990s  brought  further  expansion.  Today  the  hospital  is  the  center  of  a 
25-acre  medical  complex.  Facilities  of  the  Methodist  Health  Complex  include  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Ambulatory  Surgery  Center,  Methodist  Cancer  Center,  Methodist  Child  Care  Cen¬ 
ter.  Methodist  Gulf  Coast  Hand  Center,  Methodist  Health  System  Foundation, 
Methodist  Outpatient  Diagnostic  Center,  Methodist  Neurosurgery  Center,  Methodist 
Occupational  and  Industrial  Medicine  Clinic  and  Methodist  Psychiatric  Pavilion.  Also 
on  the  campus  are  the  Physicians  Medical  Plaza  and  the  Medical  Center  of  East  New  Or- 
I  leans. 


Please  put ' Methodist '  back  in  hospital's  name 
since  it  has  always  been  there/  chaplain  urges 


(Editor’s  Note:  This  is  a  message  from 
the  chaplain  to:  Ministers  and  lay  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  United 
Methodist  Church) 

Leif  Pedersen,  director  of  develop¬ 
ment  at  Pendleton  Methodist  Hospital, 
recently  represented  the  hospital  at  a 
mission  fair  held  at  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport.  He 
said  the  event  was  delightful,  the  minis¬ 
ters  and  staff  were  most  gracious  and  it 
was  gratifying  to  see  examples  of  the 
work  being  done  by  so  many  energetic 
supporters,  throughout  the  state,  in  the 
name  of  United  Methodism. 

I  have  also  represented  the  Methodist 
Hospital  at  many  mission  fairs  over  the 
years.  There  has  been  one  consistent  er¬ 
ror  that  I  have  noticed  at  fairs  I  have  at¬ 
tended.  The  word  “Methodist”  seems 
to  be  missing  as  part  of  the  hospital’s 
name  —  Pendleton  Memorial  Method¬ 
ist  Hospital.  To  many  persons  in  the 
state  we  are  known  simply  as  “Pendle¬ 
ton  Hospital.” 

In  an  attempt  to  explain  what  may  be 
the  rationale  for  the  way  this  omission 
has  occurred  over  the  years,  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  review  a  brief  history  of  how  the 
hospital  evolved.  In  1968,  Methodist 
Hospital  opened  its  doors  for  services. 
At  the  time  it  was  located  in  the  fast 
growing  East  New  Orleans  Area.  Its  ex¬ 
istence  is  due  to  the  leadership  and  for¬ 
titude  of  a  handful  of  men  from 
Gentilly  United  Methodist  Church 
Men’s  Club.  They  had  the  foresight  to 
take  on  the  monumental  task  of  build¬ 
ing  a  new  hospital  for  their  community. 

In  1979,  in  recognition  of  a  generous 
gift  from  the  Pendleton  Lehde  Family, 
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Chaplain  Paul  G.  Durbin 

the  facility  was  rededicated  as  “Pendle¬ 
ton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital”  and 
through  the  years  it  became  known  as 
“Pendleton  Hospital.”  Fred  Young, 
president  of  Methodist  Health  System 
Foundation  and  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital,  said  to  me,  “Be 
sure  that  Methodist  is  the  word  that  is 
emphasized  in  the  name,  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital.” 

The  growth  that  we  have  experienced 
during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  has 
been  remarkable.  As  we  head  into  our 
next  25  years,  it  is  important  to  note 
that  the  hospital  and  the  healing  system 
as  a  whole  carries  the  name  “Method¬ 
ist”  as  its  most  prominent  characteris¬ 
tic. 


The  architectural  drawing,  ABOVE,  depicts  the  East  Tower  addition  being  made  to  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans. 

Major  expansion  of  facilities  begins 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans  has  embarked  upon  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  master  facilities  and  site  work  plan  for  the  Methodist  Health  Complex. 

The  $21  million  project  includes  the  construction  and  development  of  a  131,000  square-foot 
East  Tower  addition  to  the  main  hospital  and  site  improvements  to  its  health  care  campus. 

Construction  of  the  East  Tower  is  expected  to  be  completed  in  July  1995. 

The  project  represents  the  first  major  expansion  at  Methodist  Hospital  since  1978  when  the 
two  top  patient  floors  were  added. 

The  six-floor  East  Tower  is  being  constructed  in  front  of  the  existing  hospital  with  four  floors 
to  be  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy  and  the  interior  of  two  floors  remaining  as  shelled 

space  for  future  needs.  _  ,  ,.  _ _ 

The  project  also  includes  renovations  of  certain  areas  of  the  existing  building,  including  a  one- 
story  addition  to  the  west  side  of  the  hospital  for  support  functions,  an  addition  to  the  surgery 
suite  and  reconfiguration  to  accommodate  all  private  patient  rooms.  A  new  elevator  tower  will 

provide  additional  service  for  the  entire  hospital.  . 

The  existing  fifth  floor  will  be  renovated  to  become  private  rooms  for  pediatrics  and  general 
medical/surgical  care.  Private  rooms  for  oncology  and  skilled  nursing  will  result  from  sixth  floor 

included  in  the  site  renovation  plan  will  be  improved  roadway  entrances  and  exits  to  the  main 
campus  as  weU  as  the  addition  of  a  Lake  Forest  Boulevard  exit  and  entrance  extensions  to  Medi¬ 
cal  Center  Drive. 
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Our  logo  is  an  “M”  and  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  is  but 
one  component  of  the  Methodist  Health 
System.  In  fact,  every  component  with¬ 
in  our  campus-wide  system  carries  the 
Methodist  banner  —  the  Methodist 
Ambulatory  Surgery  Center,  Methodist 
Cancer  Center,  Methodist  Child  Care 
Center,  Methodist  Health  System  Foun¬ 
dation,  Methodist  Gulf  Coast  Hand 
Center,  Methodist  Neurosurgery  Cen¬ 
ter,  Methodist  Occupational  and  Indus¬ 
trial  Medicine  Clinic,  Methodist 
Psychiatric  Pavilion  and  Methodist 
Outpatient  Diagnostic  Center. 

We  are  very  proud  of  our  affiliation 
with  the  Louisiana  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  As  we  em¬ 
bark  on  a  special  Named  Gift  Opportu¬ 
nities  Program  over  the  next  three  years 
to  assist  with  a  $21  million  expansion, 
it  becomes  even  more  important.  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital,  your  Methodist  Hospital 
and  the  components  that  make  up  the 
Methodist  Health  System,  are  here  to 
provide  the  most  up-to-date  health  care 
services  and  facilities  possible  to  all  we 
serve.  The  next  time  someone  asks  what 
United  Methodism  is  doing  in  our  state, 
you  might  want  to  say,  “Have  you 
heard  about  Methodist  Hospital?" 
Chaplain  Paul  G.  Durbin 
Director  of  Pastoral  Care 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital 

To  receive  an  informative  brochure 
on  the  Named  Gift  Opportunities  Pro¬ 
gram  write:  Methodist  Health  System 
Foundation,  Office  of  Development, 
9830  Lake  Forest  Boulevard,  Suite  113, 
New  Orleans,  LA  70127,  or  call  504- 
244-5950. 
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Laser  surgery 
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Twelve  keys 
to  an  effective 
church 


Bishop  William  B. 
Oden 


Kennon  L.  Callahan  wrote  a  book  several  years  ago  suggesting  twelve  keys 
to  an  effective  church.  He  names  them  and  clarifies  why  they  are  keys  to  a 
faithful  —  and  missional  —  congregation.  By  “missional”  he  means  minister¬ 
ing  to  the  needs  of  people.  The  keys  are  as  follows: 

✓  Specific  Concrete  Missional  Objectives  The  missional  church  has  two  or 
three  objectives  that  involve  strong  groupings  of  the  congregation  in  mission 
with  persons  who  have  specific  human  hurts  and  hopes. 

✓  Pastoral  and  Lay  Visitation  Though  a  lost  art  in  many  churches,  the  mis¬ 
sional  church  does  visitation  with  the  unchurched,  newcomers,  constituents 
and  members  on  a  weekly  basis. 

✓  Corporate,  Dynamic  Worship  The  weekly  services  are  holistic  in  music 
and  message,  corporately  planned  and  led  by  a  compassionate,  competent  team. 

✓  Significant  Relational  Groups  Most  people  come  to  a  local  church  looking 
for  community.  Instead,  we  put  them  on  a  committee.  Missional  churches  are 
constantly  and  intentionally  starting  new  caring  groups  in  which  people  may 
discover  roots,  place  and  belonging. 

/•  Strong  Leadership  Resources  Many  churches  train  leaders  to  fill  functional 
slots  inside  the  church’s  program.  Missional  churches  nurture  a  majority  of 
their  leaders  to  be  relational  and  caring  with  individuals  and  groups  in  the  re¬ 
gional  community. 

✓  Streamlined  Structure  and  Solid,  Participatory  Decision-Making  Mis¬ 
sional  churches  plan  on  the  basis  of  their  strengths,  hopes  and  objectives.  They 
are  less  preoccupied  with  their  own  needs  and  problems  than  many  churches. 
They  have  u  streamlined  organizational  structure. 

/  Several  Competent  Programs  and  Activities  Missional  churches  know  peo¬ 
ple  attract  people  more  than  programs  do.  Generally,  they  have  two  to  three 
really  competent  programs  that  serve,  rather  than  use,  people. 

/  Open  Accessibility  A  physical  location  that  is  accessible  for  all  persons 
and  to  major  traffic  patterns;  also,  leaders  who  are  accessible  to  the  community 
are  both  important. 

/  High  Visibility  Successful  missional  churches  have  a  high  degree  of  geo¬ 
graphical  and  grapevine  visibility  with  churched  and  unchurched  persons  in  the 
community. 

•f  Adequate  Parking,  Land  and  Landscaping  As  a  national  average,  one  park¬ 
ing  space  permits  1.75  persons  to  participate  in  the  church.  Occasionally,  it 
may  be  as  high  as  2.5  persons  per  parking  space. 

✓  Adequate  Spqce  and  Facilities  More  churches  underbuild  than  overbuild. 
They  thereby  limit  their  growth.  They  build  fixed  rather  than  flexible  struc¬ 
tures.  Missional  churches  build  for  the  future. 

✓  Solid  Financial  Resources  Missional  churches  know  people  give  money  to 
people  more  than  to  programs,  purposes  or  paper.  Missional  churches  tend  to 
put  their  money  into  people  rather  than  property  .  They  exercise  responsible, 
courageous  stewardship. 

Read  these  12  characteristics  again.  They  might  well  become  working 
themes  for  each  congregation  as  we  approach  the  planning  process  of  a  new 
year. 


School 
children  of  Za¬ 
chary  UMC  had  a 
summer  project 
of  filling  in  stars 
on  the  American 
flag.  They  would 
add  a  star  each 
time  someone 
brought  a  new 
pair  of  socks  for 
residents  of  the 
two  UM  chil¬ 
dren's  homes  in 
Louisiana.  By  July 
Fourth  the  chil¬ 
dren  had  filled  in 
all  50  stars  and 
had  eight  addi¬ 
tional.  The  socks 
helped  children 
in  the  homes  get 
ready  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  school  year. 


Around  the  Conference 


Rev.  Ed  DeWeese,  pastor  of  Greens- 
burg  UMC,  announces  a  gift  of  land. 
The  church  has  been  given  a  lot  that 
borders  Highway  1042  and  joins  the 
church  property  on  the  south  side. 

The  gift  of  land  was  donated  by 
Philip  G.  Holland  of  Baton  Rouge.  The 
pastor  said,  “We  are  very  thrilled  with 
this  donation.  It  expands  the  church  lot 
and  affords  the  church  another  entrance 
on  the  south  side.” 


United  Methodist  Women  of  St.  Mark 

UMC  will  hold  an  informational 
brunch,  “Talking  with  Theressa  Hoo¬ 
ver”  on  Saturday,  Sept.  24,  from  10 
a.m.  to  noon  at  the  church.  Hoover  is 
retired  deputy  general  secretary  of  the 
Woman’s  Division  of  the  UMC. 

A  Women’s  Day  Program  is  planned 
by  Joyce  F.  Banks  for  Sunday,  Sept.  25, 
1 1  a.m.  at  St.  Mark.  Brenda  J.  Canty  is 
president  of  the  UMW. 


In  a  peaceful  setting,  ABOVE,  are  members  of  the  Confirmation  Class  of 
St.  Mark's  UMC,  Monroe,  parents  and  mentors.  A  special  Baptismal  Cove¬ 
nant  Service  for  confirmands  and  parents,  10  classes  using  the  FOLLOW 


ME  curriculum,  a  supper,  retreat  and  other  special  events  were  part  of  the 
process.  Pastor  is  Rev.  Mark  Strickland. 


Mission 

center 

planned 


Louisiana  UM's  Urban  Ministries  reach  out 
to  aid  New  Orleans'  working  poor  and  indigent 


St.  Matthew  UMC,  1100  Verret  St., 
in  old  Algiers  area  of  New  Orleans  is 
venturing  out  on  faith  to  build  a  multi¬ 
purpose  mission  center  adjacent  to  the 
church. 

The  135  year- 
old-church  with  a  . 
membership  of 
1 10  is  located  in  a 
neighborhood  with 
all  of  the  needs  of  a 
low-income  urban 
area. 

“The  very  poor, 
deteriorating  area 
has  dilapidated 
houses,”  Rev.  An¬ 
drew  J.  Douglas,  pastor,  said.  “The  me¬ 
dium  income  in  the  neighborhood  is 
about  $7,000  per  year  and  there  are  a 
lot  of  elderly  and  transient  people.” 

Concern  for  children 

“The  church  is  concerned  about  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  neighborhood  who  are  home 
alone  from  about  2:30  to  6  p.m.  each 
day  after  school,”  he  added. 

The  church  raised  $53,000  and  se¬ 
cured  a  bank  loan  for  the  additional 
funding  to  build  a  $149,000  mission 
center  in  the  neighborhood  where  it  is 
needed.  Ground  was  recently  broken 
for  the  facility.  Construction  is  expected 
to  start  in  October  and  be  completed  in 
December,  Douglas  said. 

Property  on  which  to  build  was  do¬ 
nated  last  year  by  a  dentist,  Dr.  Phillip 
D.  Sunseri.  Douglas  said,  “He  asked  me 
about  our  vision  for  the  church  and 
when  I  told  him,  he  said  he’d  like  to 
give  us  some  land  to  help  with  the  needs 
of  children  and  others  around  here.” 

Future  plans 

Long-range  plans  for  the  center  in¬ 
clude  the  latch-key  program  with  tutor¬ 
ing,  music  (including  free  piano  lessons) 
and  other  enrichment  programs;  a  pan¬ 
try  for  indigent  persons  and  a  “little 
theater”  for  the  showing  of  films.  The 
church  will  be  ready  to  provide  space 
for  city  or  other  programs  such  as  a 
well-baby  clinic,  a  place  for  dental  assis¬ 
tance  for  the  poor  and  an  area  for  men¬ 
tal  health  and  other  counseling. 

“We  will  do  what  we  can  and  have  to 
do,”  Douglas  said.  He  tells  those  in  the 
community  including  his  church  mem¬ 
bers,  “We  need  to  claim  ownership  and 
fix  up  our  own  neighborhood,  to  pick 
ourselves  up  by  our  boot-straps  and  to 
care  for  our  children.” 


Residents  of  St.  Roch  and  Bywater - - - 

areas  of  New  Orleans  gathered  recently  "Jhe  motto  for  Our  tutoring 
at  Thompson  UMC  for  a  morning  com-  t  •  /A  _ 

munity  church  service  of  installation,  program  for  students  IS  An 
Invited  were  city,  school  and  communi-  hour  a  day  can  keep  one 
ty  leaders. 

Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  New  Orleans  District,  preached. 

She  incorporated  into  her  sermon  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  work  the  organization 
PACT  is  doing  in  the  eight  and  ninth 
wards  of  the  city. 

PACT,  People  Participation  and  Ac¬ 
tion  in  Community  Transformation, 
was  launched  last  spring  by  Louisiana 
United  Methodist’s  Urban  Ministries. 

The  purpose  is  to  improve  life  in  the 
area  bounded  by  Elysian  Fields  Avenue, 

Florida  Avenue,  Poland  Avenue  and 
the  Mississippi  River. 


Developing  leaders 

PACT  is  developing  local  leadership 
and  building  coalitions  with  community 
organizations,  businesses,  schools  and 
churches  in  the  area.  Leaders  were  in¬ 
stalled  at  the  service. 

Gloria  Firmin,  a  resident  of  St.  Roch 
neighborhood  and  a  community  worker 
for  20  years,  was  installed  as  New  Or¬ 
leans  District  community  developer. 
She  is  a  teacher  at  St.  Mark’s  Street 
Academy  conducted  at  St.  Mark’s  Com¬ 
munity  Center,  another  UM-related  in¬ 
stitution. 

Firmin  said,  “With  leaders  drawn 
from  the  communities  we  want  to  deal 
with  all  of  the  issues  that  affect  people 
in  poverty  or  the  working  poor.” 

She  started  by  inviting  principals  of 
schools  in  the  area.  Soon  teachers  and 
parents  became  involved  as  well  as  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  Dillard  University 
and  the  University  of  New  Orleans. 


Working  toward  inclusiveness 

Disabilities  Seminar  set 


A  Disabilities  Seminar  sponsored 
by  the  Conference  Committee  on 
Ministries  to  Persons  with  Handi¬ 
capping  Conditions  will  be  held  Oct. 
7  and  8  at  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC, 
Alexandria,  Sarabeth  Atkins,  chair, 
reports.  The  district  of  which  Rev. 
Donald  R.  Avery  is  superintendent 
will  be  host. 

The  purpose  of  the  seminar  is  to 
introduce  and  inform  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  local  churches  about 
ways  to  make  churches  completely 
accessible  to  persons  with  all  types  of 
handicaps. 

“Some  heavy-duty  speakers  will 
make  up  the  program,”  Atkins  said. 

“We  are  blessed  to  have  these 
‘teachers’  to  lead  us  on  our  way  to 
have  all  local  churches  become  inclu¬ 
sive  of  the  Christian  church  family. 
The  committee  urges  each  local 
church  to  send  a  representative  and 
to  fund  their  expenses.” 

Experts  on  subjects 

Speakers  will  be  Rev.  Kathy 
Reeves  of  New  York,  General  Board 


See  Inside: 
Special  Page 
On  'our'  children 


Residents  of  the  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  in  Ruston  need  our 
help  now  that  school  has  begun.  All 
kinds  of  supplies  are  needed. 

United  Methodists  also  need  to 
plan  ahead  to  remember  the  chil¬ 
dren  at  Christmas. 

Sunday  School  classes,  other 
church  groups  and  individuals 
might  consider  the  Ruston  home 
and  the  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans  when  planning  projects. 


child  from  going  astray.' 

—  Gloria  Firmin 

A  leadership  committee  is  headed  by 
Stella  Poindexter  and  Rev.  William 
Jones,  pastor  LaHarpe-Thompson  UM 
Charge.  Emma  Graham  is  chair  of  the 
Board  of  Urban  Ministries. 

Each  year  there  is  a  different  focus 
and  this  year  it  is  on  housing. 

“We  want  to  educate  renters  on  how 
they  can  become  homeowners,”  Firmin 
said.  A  housing  fair  is  planned  at 
Thompson  UMC  but  no  date  has  been 
set.  Professionals  will  advise  partici¬ 
pants  about  how  they  can  purchase 
homes. 

Author  and  artist 

A  tutoring  program  is  being  conduct- 


Picnic  tables,  in¬ 
cluding  these  in 
photo  on  the 
right,  were  built 
by  volunteers  for 
use  at  LCIW. 


ed  at  Nicholls  Senior  High  School.  Ka- 
lamu  ya  Salaam,  poet  and  author,  and 
Douglas  Redd,  artist,  have  volunteered 
to  work  with  students. 

“  ‘An  hour  a  day  can  keep  one  child 
from  going  astray,’  is  the  motto  for  the 
tutoring  program  for  students,”  Firmin 
said. 

PACT  plans  to  raise  funds  for:  100 
students  to  attend  a  retreat  at  Gulfside 
Assembly,  to  sponsor  a  youth  confer¬ 
ence  and  a  cultural  festival  at  Nicholls 
and  to  hire  two  math  and  science  tutors. 

Urban  Ministries  is  sponsored  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  Church  Extension, 
the  New  Orleans  District  and  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Na¬ 
tional  Division  Office  of  Community 
Development. 

Rev.  Betsy  Irvine,  interim  director. 
Serving  Ministries,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  Urban  Ministries  Board,  assisted  in 
securing  the  grant  from  the  Office  of 
Community  Development. 


In  Memoriam 

Dr.  Norma  Garlington,  diaconal  min¬ 
ister  in  private  counseling,  died  Aug. 
23.  Funeral  services  were  held  Aug.  26 
in  Hopewell  UMC  in  Elizabeth  and 
burial  was  in  that  community. 

Survivors  are  her  parents,  Elbert  and 
Vera  Garlington  of  Elizabeth  and  a 
brother,  Philip  Garlington  of  Plano, 
Tex. 

*  •  * 

Rev.  Houston  C.  Roberts,  58  a  for¬ 
mer  member  of  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  died  Aug.  29  as  the  result  of  an 
automobile  accident.  Burial  was  Aug. 
3 1  in  Monroe. 

Survivors  are  his  wife,  Shirley 
McGraw  Roberts,  a  son,  Todd,  and 
daughter,  Angela,  all  of  Monroe. 


Volunteers  build  picnic  tables 
for  LCIW  residents,  visitors 


of  Global  Ministries;  Dr.  Robert  Be- 
ville  of  Baton  Rouge,  executive  di¬ 
rector,  Louisiana  Commission  for 
the  Deaf;  Peter  Braswell  of  Harahan, 
Conference  chair,  AIDS  Task  Force; 
Joseph  Brocato  Jr.,  of  Alexandria, 
secretary  of  State  Board  Architectur¬ 
al  Examiners  Association. 

Also,  Rev.  Mickey  Stringfield, 
chaplain  of  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston;  Rev.  Steve  Casey 
of  Evergreen  Center  in  Minden; 
Warren  Figuerdo  of  Louisiana 
School  for  the  Blind  and  Visually 
Impaired  in  Baton  Rouge  and  a  rep¬ 
resentative  of  St.  Francis  Cabrini 
Hospital  in  Alexandria,  who  is  well 
informed  on  Alzheimer’s  Disease. 

The  seminar  will  begin  with  regis¬ 
tration  at  6  p.m.  Friday,  Oct.  7. 

To  register 

Pre-registration,  due  by  Sept.  30, 
is  needed  to  plan  for  meals  and  facil¬ 
ities.  To  register  send  a  check  for  $  10 
payable  to  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC 
to:  Mrs.  Sarabeth  Atkins,  159  Bag- 
well  Rd.,  Choudrant,  LA  71227. 

The  fee  includes  a  continental 
breakfast,  lunch  and  snacks.  Sugar- 
free  and  salt-free  foods  will  be  avail¬ 
able.  Persons  registering  should 
indicate  whether  they  need  braille, 
signing  or  wheelchair  accessibility. 

For  overnight  reservations  call: 
Rodeway  Inn,  318-448-1611;  Best 
Western,  318-445-5530,  or  Holiday 
Inn,  318-487-4261. 

For  additional  information  call 
Horseshoe  Church,  318-442-1984,  or 
district  offices  during  office  hours. 

New  Arrival 

Congratulations! 

A  son,  Jared  Scott,  was  bom  to  Scott 
and  Paige  Bullock  on  Aug.  22.  Rev. 
Bullock  is  associate  pastor  of  Asbury 
UMC  in  Lafayette. 


“Want  something  done?  Ask  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,”  said  Patsy  Barnes,  who 
with  Joanne  White  of  Alexandria  and 
Fran  Bussie  of  Baton  Rouge  and  others 
around  the  state,  is  a  member  of  the 
State  Advisory  Board  for  Women  in  the 
Criminal  Justice  System. 

Bames  mentioned  to  Bill  McMahan 
of  Baton  Rouge  that  picnic  tables  were 
needed  for  families  visiting  residents  of 
the  Louisiana  Correctional  Institute  for 
Women  at  St.  Gabriel. 

She  knew  of  his  interest  since  McMa¬ 
han  and  his  wife,  Carol,  frequently  con¬ 
duct  marriage  counseling  classes  at 
prisons  including  Louisiana  State  Peni¬ 
tentiary  at  Angola. 

Joanne  and  Paul  White  got  contribu¬ 
tions  of  treated  lumber  from  Alexandria 
friends.  McMahan  borrowed  a  pattern 
from  a  relative  and  worked  on  tech¬ 
niques  to  get  the  most  tables  from  the 
lumber.  He  also  contributed  fasteners. 

McMahan  then  got  together  a  group 
of  neighborhood,  church  and  coworker 
friends  who  contributed  volunteer  la¬ 


bor.  In  the  McMahan  back  yard  they 
cut  and  prepared  the  18  picnic  tables 
for  assembling  on  tree-shaded  grounds 
of  the  St.  Gabriel  prison  facility.  “We 
had  fun  doing  it,”  he  said. 

Arriving  at  St.  Gabriel,  a  group  of 
men  from  Baton  Rouge  constructed  the 
tables.  “The  folks  at  the  prison  were 
real  excited  about  them,”  McMahan 
said.  The  tables  were  stabilized  in  con¬ 
crete  blocks  and  again  treated  with 
weather-resistant  materials. 

Because  so  many  people  helped  and 
things  seemed  to  fall  into  place,  McMa¬ 
han  said,  “The  hand  of  God  was  in  it.” 

The  picnic  tables  helped  to  create  a 
park-like  area  now  greatly  enjoyed  by 
residents  and  visiting  family  and 
friends.  “This  gives  them  a  nice  setting 
for  their  visits,  “Bames  said.  “It  allows 
them  to  have  personal  time  together.” 

Thirty  members  from  all  areas  of 
Louisiana  are  on  the  advisory  board 
which  studies  the  special  needs  and 
problems  of  women  in  prisons. 


Saint  Joseph  UMC  in  Monroe  celebrated  the  Centennial  of  Vacation  Bible 
School  with  a  surprise  visit  from  the  founder,  Mrs.  D.  T.  Miles.  She  was 
portrayed  by  church  member,  Helen  Doty,  RIGHT,  pictured  with  a  teacher 
and  some  of  the  children.  Monday  School  children,  attended  the  VBS,  Rev. 
Dave  Sheehan,  pastor  of  the  church,  reports. 

University,  Lake  Charles,  celebrates 


When  University  UMC  in  Lake 
Charles  was  organized  in  1947,  The 
Christian  Advocate  called  it  “The  Mir¬ 
acle  Church”  and  great  things  have 
been  happening  there  ever  since  that 
time. 

A  two-day  celebration  of  the  47th 
birthday  will  be  held  this  week-end  in 
connection  with  the  annual  Missions 
Carnival. 

The  carnival  will  be  held  Saturday, 
Sept.  24,  from  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  at  the 
church.  Proceeds  will  benefit  UM  mis¬ 
sionaries,  Bill  and  Diana  Upchurch  and 
Marsha  Alexander,  Samaritan  Counsel¬ 
ing  Center  of  Imperial  Calcasieu,  the 
Christmas  in  April  project  and  children 
and  youth  camp  scholarships. 


Bill  and  Diana  Upchurch  will  be 
guest  speakers  at  the  8:30  a.m.  worship 
service  Sunday,  Sept.  25. 

On  Dec.  17,  1975,  a  loan  of  $470,000 
was  made  in  order  to  build  the  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Wing,  Fellowship  Hall  and  kitch¬ 
en.  In  June  of  this  year  the  note  was 
paid  off,  about  1 8  months  early. 

At  the  10:55  a.m.  service  Sunday  the 
congregation  will  celebrate  and  move 
on  to  the  next  phase  of  physical  growth, 
the  Rev.  Steve  Caraway,  pastor,  said. 

Guest  preacher  will  be  Rev.  Sale  Lil¬ 
ly,  pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Clarksdale, 
Miss. 

The  final  event  of  the  celebration  will 
be  a  catered  congregational  “dinner-on- 
the-grounds”  after  the  worship  services. 


Faith  forum 


SEPTEMBER  23,  1994 


The  E'nited  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Life-probing  issues 
abound  post-Cairo 


The  peril  of  single-issue  politics 
revealed  itself  instructively  at  the 
recent  United  Nations-sponsored 
conference  on  world  population 
and  development. 

News  reports  from  the  9-day  event 
in  Cairo  disclosed  the  Vatican’s 
strong  opposition  to  any  mention  of 
abortion  other  than  condemnatory  in 
the  conference’s  working  document. 

The  sticking  point,  a  brief  para¬ 
graph  in  the  document,  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  illegal  and  dangerous 
abortions  occur.  It  did  NOT  pro¬ 
mote  abortion  as  a  means  of  birth 
control,  as  the  Vatican  indicated. 

To  the  contrary,  it  urged  efforts 
worldwide  to  reduce  the  hazardous 
impact  of  such  abortions  on  low-in¬ 
come  women. 

Refused  compromise 

Nevertheless,  the  Vatican  refused 
to  approve  any  compromise  lan¬ 
guage,  thereby  stalling  progress  for 
several  days  on  a  wide  range  of  oth¬ 
er  urgent  matters. 

Significantly,  even  representa¬ 
tives  from  Islamic  organizations, 
who  also  strongly  oppose  abortion 
on  theological  grounds,  accepted  re¬ 
visions  to  the  disputed  paragraph 
without  compromising  their  per¬ 
sonal  beliefs. 

We  stand  with  those  who  regard 
abortion  as  an  agonizing  moral  di¬ 
lemma  that  raises  profound  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  nature,  meaning 
and  sacredness  of  human  life. 

But  we  also  stand  with  those  who 
believe  that  the  abortion  issue  is  but 
one  among  numerous  life-probing 
issues  facing  peoples  of  the  world. 

Concern  for  the  environment,  for 
values  that  promote  consumption 
and  waste  and  for  sustainable  eco¬ 
nomic  growth  are  among  equally 
soul-wrenching  problems  that  chal- 


Editorial 


lenge  long-term  global  welfare  and 
quality  of  life. 

A  form  of  blindness 

It’s  particularly  disappointing 
that  the  only  overtly  Christian  rep¬ 
resentative  at  the  Cairo  conference 
chose  to  place  such  an  exclusive  and 
uncompromising  emphasis  on  a  sin¬ 
gle  issue.  We  believe  that  such  re¬ 
stricted  vision  is  a  form  of 
blindness,  something  that  Jesus 
came  to  heal. 

As  Jesus'  modem-day  followers, 
we  need  to  do  our  best  to  expand,  not 
limit,  human  vision,  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  vast  web  of  earth- 
threatening  problems  that  confront 
our  age.  A  spirit  of  Christ-like  humil¬ 
ity  that  respects  differing  perspec¬ 
tives  is  a  good  starting  point.  Such  a 
spirit  will  allow  us  to  listen  more  in¬ 
tently  to  differing  perspectives. 

Among  other  things,  such  a  spirit 
encourages  a  diversity  of  view¬ 
points  and  expressions  at  all  levels 
of  corporate  life,  both  in  congrega¬ 
tions  and  in  the  wider  community, 
as  a  way  of  keeping  our  eyes  open  to 
more  than  we  otherwise  would  see. 

A  good  example  of  such  diversity 
regarding  the  Cairo  Conference  can 
be  found  in  the  current  special  sup¬ 
plement  to  your  church  newspaper 
made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the 
Pew  Charitable  Trusts.  The  supple¬ 
ment  explores  many  issues  needing 
our  consideration. 

In  addition  to  reading  that  Spe¬ 
cial  Report,  stay  alert  to  coverage 
and  analysis  of  the  Cairo  event  that 
reflects  the  wide  range  of  concerns 
addressed  there  regarding  the  future 
of  life  on  Earth  in  its  fullness. 


Mission  move  favored;  'i where '  unclear 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Nearly  three-fourths  of  the  re¬ 
spondents  to  a  Reporter  straw  poll 
on  moving  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  say  the 
board  should  leave  New  York. 

Trouble  is,  they  can’t  agree  on 
where  it  should  go. 

A  total  of  352  responses  were  re¬ 
ceived  to  the  Reporter’s  unofficial, 
unscientific  reader  survey  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Aug.  28  issue. 

Of  those,  252  readers — about  7 1 
percent — voted  for  a  site  other 
than  New  York  City. 

Other  than  New  York 

A  total  of  216  readers— about 
61  percent — voted  for  the  board 
to  be  moved  to  one  of  the  five  sites 
currently  under  study  by  a  church- 
wide  selection  committee. 

The  sites,  in  alphabetical  order, 
are  Atlanta,  Chicago„Dallas,  Den¬ 
ver  and  Washington. 

Denver  was  the  readers’  favor¬ 
ite,  polling  84  votes.  Among  rea¬ 
sons  readers  cited  for  this  choice 
were: 

■  Easy  international  air  access 
with  the  completion  of  a  new  air¬ 
port; 

■  Nearness  to  growing  Asian 
ministries; 

■  Reasonable  cost  of  living; 

■  A  more  central  geographic  lo¬ 
cation,  and 

■  A  witness  to  inclusiveness  by 
placing  a  general  agency  within  the 
church’s  12-state  Western  Juris¬ 
diction  (from  Colorado  to  Ha¬ 
waii).  Several  respondents  said 
they  feel  that  opinions  and  needs 
of  Western  Jurisdiction  United 
Methodists  are  frequently  over¬ 
looked  in  churchwide  issues. 

Dallas  ranked  second  with  76 
votes. 


How  Reporter  readers  voted  on .. . 

Moving  the  mission  board 


When  Reporter  readers  were  asked 
which  of  the  five  cities  selected  as 
possible  sites  for  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
should  become  its  new  home,  352 
responded.  Denver  received  the 
most  votes  -  84. 


[ 


New  York  City 

The  board's  current  location 
is  New  York  City.  100 
readers  voted  for, 
the  board  to 
stay  put. 


Move 
or  Stay? 


The  1992  United  Methodist  General 
Conference,  the  denomination's  highest 
legislative  body,  voted  by  a  narrow 
margin  in  May  1992  to  move  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  out  of  New 
York  City.  The  1996  General  Conference 
will  have  the  option  of  choosing  one  of 
the  five  recommended  sites,  selecting 
yet  a  different  site  or  leaving  the  board 
in  New  York. 
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Dallas  supporters  cited  lower  costs 
of  doing  business,  central  geographic 
location  and  a  strong  United  Meth¬ 
odist  membership  in  the  eight-state 
South  Central  Jurisdiction.  Like  the 
Western  Jurisdiction,  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  houses  no  gen¬ 
eral  agency  of  the  church. 

Completing  the  ranking  of  the 
finalist  cities  were  Atlanta  with  33 
votes,  Chicago  with  20  votes  and 
Washington  with  4  votes. 

Sites  other  than  the  five  finalists 
ranked  third  with  35  votes  for  di¬ 
verse  locations. 

Predominant  among  these  was 
Independence,  Kan.,  which  polled 


1 8.  Support  for  Independence  was 
attributed  to  news  that  a  United 
Methodist  youth,  Cody  Nuss  of 
Independence,  has  mounted  a 
campaign  to  secure  a  rent-free  site 
from  ARCO,  which  is  offering  its 
former  location  free  to  a  non-prof¬ 
it  organization. 

Among  other  sites  favored  were 
Nashville,  home  of  four  general- 
church  agencies. 

100  favor  New  York 

An  even  100  respondents  voted 
that  the  board  not  be  moved  from 
its  current  location  in  New  York. 

Although  the  church’s  highest 


legislative  body,  the  General  Con¬ 
ference,  voted  485  to  470  in  1992 
to  move  the  board,  the  Reporter 
elected  to  include-New  York  as  an 
alternative  in  the  straw  poll  be¬ 
cause  discussion  continues  across 
the  church  on  the  appropriateness 
of  or  necessity  for  any  move. 

The  1996  General  Conference 
in  Denver  has  the  right  to  reverse 
the  “must-move”  action  voted  in 
1992.  But  it  can  also  reaffirm  that 
decision,  then  decide  where  the 
board  should  move. 

This  poll  has  no  official  standing 
with  the  site  selection  committee. 


Don't  overlook  broader  context  of  global  population  issue 


This  fundamental  commitment  to  food,  shelter, 
human  rights  and  dignity  represents  the  heart  of 
justice  in  Hebrew  and  Christian  thought. 


By  | AMES  B.  MARTIN-SCHRAMM 

The  current  debate  over  moral  as¬ 
pects  of  global  population  growth  is 
in  danger  of  missing  the  forest  for 
the  trees. 

While  concerns  expressed  by  the 
Vatican  and  some  other  religious 
communities  about  abortion,  artifi¬ 
cial  contraception,  extramarital  sex 
and  definitions  of  the  family  are  all 
significant,  it  is  vital  to  discuss 
these  issues  within  the  broader  con¬ 
text  of  development  and  justice. 

According  to  the  most  recent  pro¬ 
jections  by  the  United  Nations,  the 
world’s  1994  population  of  5.7  bil¬ 
lion  people  is  expected  to  nearly 


“You  can  cut  open  a  pumpkin 
and  put  a  candle  in  it  to  shed  some 
light,  and  people  will  smile.  But 
heaven  forbid  if  they  will  smile  at  a 
stranger.  Isn’t  it  time  for  more  peo¬ 
ple  to  open  up,  be  more  friendly  to 
strangers  and  be  a  light  to  the 
world!  Wouldn’t  it  be  nice  to  see 
pumpkin-sized  smiles  on  human 
beings?” 

— Craig  E.  Galik  of  Duquesne,  Pa., 
quoted  in  The  Joyful  Noiseletter. 

*  *  * 

Pontius'  Puddle 


Here  I  Stand 


double  by  2050  before  stabilizing  at 
approximately  11.6  billion  by  the 
year  2 150. 

Moral  reflection  on  this  unprece¬ 
dented  increase  in  global  population 
must  be  focused  on  the  fact  that 
more  than  95  percent  of  this  growth 
will  take  place  in  the  impoverished 
countries  of  the  developing  world. 

Inescapably  intertwined 

Global  population  growth  is  inex¬ 
tricably  intertwined  with  poverty, 
which  has  its  roots  in  injustice. 


“People  of  ordinary  goodness 
walk  in  God’s  way,  but  the  devout 
run  in  it,  and  at  length  they  almost 
fly  therein.  To  be  truly  devout,  we 
must  not  only  do  God’s  will,  but  we 
must  do  it  cheerfully.” 

— Francis  de  Sales,  quoted  in  The 
Joyful  Noiseletter. 

*  *  it 

“Some  people  find  only  the  nega¬ 
tive  in  their  religion;  their  only 
great  joy  in  life  is  condemning  other 


Guided  by  the  biblical  witness  of  a 
God  who  shows  preferential  con¬ 
cern  for  the  poor  and  oppressed, 
communities  grounded  in  the  Ju- 
deo-Christian  tradition  should  re¬ 
spond  to  the  challenges  posed  by 
global  population  growth  by  em¬ 
powering  and  acting  on  behalf  of 
those  who  are  victims  of  injustice. 

At  the  forefront  of  this  effort  must 
be  the  attempt  to  provide  for  basic 
human  needs.  This  fundamental 
commitment  to  food,  shelter,  human 
rights  and  dignity  represents  the 
heart  of  justice  in  Hebrew  and  Chris¬ 
tian  thought.  It  is  precisely  because 
nearly  half  the  world’s  population  is 
being  denied  fundamental  human 


people.” 

— George  Goldtrap,  quoted  in  The 
Joyful  Noiseletter. 

*  *  * 

“If  it  is  any  consolation  to  clergy 
today,  there  is  a  long  history  of  re¬ 
luctance  to  pay  tithes — dating  at 
least  as  far  back  as  the  prophet  Mal- 
achi’s  time.” 

— David  Briggs,  Associated  Press 
religion  editor,  quoted  in  The  Joyful 
Noiseletter. 

*  *  * 


needs  and  basic  human  dignity  that 
we  face  the  prospect  for  ecological 
peril  the  likes  of  which  the  world  has 
never  seen. 

Any  effort  to  redress  this  unjust 
distribution  of  wealth  and  power 
between  the  affluent  few  and  the 
numerous  poor  will  necessitate  sub¬ 
stantial  social,  economic  and  politi¬ 
cal  reforms.  Conventional  courses 


“We  are  not  called  to  be  caretak¬ 
ers  of  an  institution  but  stewards  of 
the  story  which  called  the  church 
into  being  in  the  first  place.  . . .  The 
story  that  is  written  in  our  minds 
and  on  our  hearts  is  the  most  im¬ 
portant  thing;  far  more  important 
than  budget,  statistics  and  pro¬ 
grams.” 

— The  Rev.  Lovett  Weems,  dean  of 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  in 
Kansas  City,  speaking  at  the  Vision 
2000  National  Leadership  Event. 

*  *  ★ 

“Our  faith,  like  our  planet,  is  in¬ 
compatible  over  the  long  run  with 
any  culture  that  puts  people  forever 
at  its  core  and  makes  their  material 
satisfaction  its  only  goal.” 

— Bill  McKibben  in  “The  Comfort¬ 
ing  Whirlwind” 

*  *  * 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book , 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Blessed  are  the  peacemakers,  for 
they  will  be  called  children  of  God.” 
(NRSV) 


Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  John  14:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept.  25 

Sunday:  Psalm  124:1-5 
Monday:  Psalm  124:6-8 
Tuesday:  Esther  7: 1  -6,9- 1 0 
Wednesday:  Esther  9:20-22 
Thursday:  James  5:13-16 
Friday:  James  5: 1 7-20 
Saturday:  Mark  9:38-50 


of  development  have  served  only 
the  middle  and  upper  classes  in 
many  developing  countries.  Gandhi 
rightly  reminds  us  that  “true  devel¬ 
opment  puts  first  those  that  society 
puts  last.” 

Improve  women's  lives 

The  most  important  area  of  re¬ 
form  and  policy  change,  however, 
involves  improvement  in  the  lives 
of  women. 

Created  in  the  image  of  God,  all 
women  are  morally  entitled  to  ade¬ 
quate  nutrition,  comprehensive 
health  and  reproductive  care,  access 
to  credit  and  employment  opportu¬ 
nities,  equal  education,  equal  rights 
and  freedom  from  domestic  abuse. 
Not  only  is  this  good  ethics,  it  is 
also  wise  policy.  A  wide  variety  of 
studies  reveal  clearly  that  when  the 


status  of  women’s  lives  improves, 
fertility  declines. 

To  this  end,  those  rooted  in  the 
Judeo-Christian  tradition  should 
defend  and  strive  to  improve  the 
lives  of  women  and  all  people  in 
this  process  of  social  transforma¬ 
tion.  High  on  the  list  must  be  the 
fundamental  right  to  voluntary 
family  planning  and  the  goal  of  uni¬ 
versal  access  to  family  planning  by 
the  end  of  the  decade. 

This  alternative  approach  lifts  the 
needs  of  women  and  the  poor  in  its 
attempt  to  redistribute  wealth  and 
power,  end  discrimination,  provide 
for  basic  human  needs,  and  open 
doors  to  education,  employment, 
and  health  care.  While  it  is  unrea¬ 
sonable  to  expect  nations,  or  reli¬ 
gious  communities  for  that  matter, 
to  accomplish  perfect  justice,  it  is 
clear  that  a  greater  measure  of  jus¬ 
tice  can  be  achieved  and  that  with 
its  increase,  population  growth  will 
decline. 

Mr.  Martin-Schramm  teaches  eth¬ 
ics  and  is  a  member  of  the  faculty  at 
Luther  College  in  Decorah ,  Iowa. 


X  KNOW  KY  CONSTANT  MACrCrlNO  ABOUT 
MONEY  MATTERS.  IS  ANNOYING,  SOT  YT'S 
THE-  ONLV  WAYTO  MAKE  SOME  MEMBERS 
DIB  DEEP  INTO  THEIR  WALLETS- 


THE  LORD  MAY  LOVE  A  CHEERFUL  &IVER, 
BUT  SPEAKING-  AS  A  PASTOR.  VllTH  A 
BOOGET  TO  BALANCE,  I'LL  SETTLE 
FOR.  CrfcOMRy  ANE>  GENEROUS'. 
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LITIGATION  TEAM:  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration  in  a  closed  meeting  Sept.  16  created  a 
litigation  management  committee  in  response  to 
a  lawsuit  against  the  council  and  its  general 
secretary,  the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke.  The  unlaw¬ 
ful  termination  suit  was  filed  last  month  by 
the  agency’s  former  chief  counsel,  Craig  R. 
Hoskins  of  Deerfield,  Ill.  The  finance  council 
also  affirmed  the  action  of  its  budget  and  per¬ 
sonnel  committee  in  dealing  with  allegations 
concerning  Mr.  Droke  over  Mr.  Hoskins’  May 
16  dismissal.  Litigation  committee  members 
are  the  council’s  president.  Bishop  Forrest  C. 
Stith,  of  White  Plains,  N.Y.;  Lenora  Thompson 
Ford  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  William  F. 
White  of  Madison,  Wis.  The  four-hour  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  at  a  Dallas/Fort  Worth  airport 
hotel. 


OPPOSE  WAR  IN  HAITI:  Letters 

from  the  elected  head  of  the  United  Methodist 
social  advocacy  agency  and  its  top  executive 
were  sent  Sept.  15  to  Gen.  Raoul  Cedras,  a 
Haitian  Methodist  and  military  leader,  and  to 
President  Clinton  urging  that  they  prevent  war. 
One  letter — signed  by  the  Rev.  Thom  White 
Wolf  Fassett,  general  secretary  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  and  Bishop 
Joseph  H.  Yeakel  of  Washington,  its  presi¬ 
dent — called  on  Mr.  Cedras  and  his  closest  as¬ 
sociates  to  leave  Haiti  as  promised.  The  other 
letter  urged  Mr.  Clinton  to  be  a  visionary  lead¬ 
er  in  finding  new  ways  of  resolving  conflict. 


TO  REMAIN  IN  EXILE:  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa  will  not  re¬ 
turn  permanently  to  his  home  in  Burundi  until 
a  more  secure  peace  is  ensured  in  that  African 
country.  The  Rev.  Ken  Lutgen,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive,  said  the  bishop  could  face  danger  if  he 
remained  there.  “Any  person  seen  as  a  leader, 
in  the  present  situation,  is  under  threat,”  he 
explained.  Burundi  has  been  in  turmoil  since  a 
military  coup  and  the  assassination  of  its  pres¬ 
ident  nearly  a  year  ago.  Bishop  Ndoricimpa, 
who  Was  in  Europe  at  the  time,  has  made  only 
a  few  short  visits  to  his  homeland  since. 

RELIEF  AGENCY  HONORED:  The 

United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  was  one 
of  nine  relief  agencies  honored  by  U.S.  Rep. 
Carolyn  B.  Maloney  of  New  York  for  work  with 
Rwandan  refugees.  UMCOR  is  part  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
Recognized  with  UMCOR  were  Lutheran 
World  Relief,  Episcopal  Church  Bishops’  Fund 
for  World  Relief,  U.S.  Committee  for  UNI¬ 
CEF,  American  Jewish  Joint  Distribution 
Committee,  Doctors  Without  Borders,  African 
Medical  and  Research  Foundation,  African 
American  Institute  and  International  Rescue 
Committee. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Comfort  amid  mourning  Flight  427 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


UPPER  ST.  CLAIR,  Pa.— Minister  |ason  J.  Pauli  of  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church  leads  the 
congregation  in  prayers  of  intercession  and  petition  for  families  of  victims  of  USAir  Flight  427. 
The  Weaver  family  (Earl,  Kathleen  and  their  three  sons),  members  of  this  church,  died  in  the 
crash.  Mr.  Weaver's  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Weaver  II,  are  members  of  Mt.  Lebanon  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Pittsburgh  area. 


By  MICHAEL  R.  STOTTS 

United  Methodists  in  the 
greater  Pittsburgh  area  brought 
comfort  to  many  who  mourned 
the  tragedy  of  USAir  Flight  427. 

All  132  people  aboard  were 
killed  Sept.  8  when  the  plane  disin¬ 
tegrated  in  flames  while  crashing 
headlong  into  a  hillside  on  its  land¬ 
ing  approach  outside  Pittsburgh. 

One  person  helping  bring 
prayers,  comfort  and  counseling 
was  the  Rev.  A.  Adrienne  How¬ 
ard,  pastor  of  Allegheny  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pittsburgh. 

She  was  called  to  active  duty  as 
a  chaplain  in  the  crash  site  area. 

On  Sept.  12,  thousands  of 
Pittsburgh  residents  gathered  in 
the  city’s  Market  Square  for  an 
interfaith  prayer  service.  United 
Methodism  was  represented  by 
the  Rev.  J.  LaVon  Kincaid,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Pittsburgh 
East  District. 

During  his  closing  prayer,  Dr. 
Kincaid  asked  God  for  the 
“blessing  of  comfort  for  those 
who  mourn”  and  prayed  for  “il¬ 
lumination  that  will  brighten  the 
darkness  for  people’s  lives.” 

Praying  for  refuge  and 
strength,  he  asked  that  we  might 
“remember  that  we  are  under¬ 
neath  the  everlasting  arms.” 

Other  participants  included 
Bishop  Donald  Wuerl  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Diocese  of  Pitts- 


"/  was  surprised  at 
how  many  of  our  folks 
knew  people  on  that 
flight." 

— J.  Douglas  Patterson 


burgh,  Mayor  Tom  Murphy  and 
Gov.  Robert  Casey. 

In  area  churches,  pastor  after 
pastor  revised  sermons  to  tender 
comfort  and  Christian  hope  to 
their  congregations. 

Many  United  Methodists 
throughout  the  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Annual  Conference  had  a 
loving  connection  or  acquain¬ 
tance  on  that  flight. 

“I  was  surprised  at  how  many 
of  our  folks  knew  people  on  that 
flight,”  said  the  Rev.  J.  Douglas 
Patterson,  pastor  of  Dutilh  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Cranber¬ 
ry  Township,  north  of  the  city. 

As  he  reflected  on  the  many 
connections  his  congregation  had 
with  the  disaster’s  victims,  he  said, 
“There  were  three  very  distinct 
things  going  on”  in  his  congrega¬ 
tion  emotionally  after  the  crash: 

■  Grief  over  family  and 
friends  lost  directly; 

■  Shock  experienced  by  the 
many  airline  employees  in  the 
congregation — Pittsburgh  is  a 
hub  for  USAir— with  such  a  trag¬ 
edy  hitting  so  close  to  home;  and 


■  Shock  felt  generally  by  all 
Pittsburgh  residents  with  death 
and  disaster  so  close  at  hand. 

Said  the  Rev.  Ron  Hollein  of  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church 


in  Allison  Park,  Pa.,  the  day  after 
the  crash,  “We  have  people  whose 
bosses  or  co-workers  or  neighbors 
have  been  killed.  It  truly  is  a  com¬ 
munity  tragedy.” 


Mr.  Stotts  is  editor  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  confer¬ 
ence  edition  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Review,  sister  publication 
of  the  Reporter. 


How  should  church  aid  families? 


A  national  panel  said  recently  that 
United  Methodists  generally  have 
been  slow  to  provide  ministries  for  a 
widening  variety  of  modern-day  fam¬ 
ilies  (see  accompanying  story). 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Although  some  cutting- 
edge  family  ministries  exist.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  generally  has  been  slow 
to  provide  comprehensive  support,  nur¬ 
ture  and  education  to  undergird  the  wid¬ 
ening  variety  of  modern-day  families. 

That  was  the  conclusion  drawn  by  a 
panel  of  25  clergy  and  laypeople  working 
Sept.  9-11  in  Nashville  to  determine  fac¬ 
tors  that  affect  families,  factors  that  weak¬ 
en  or  strengthen  them  and  determine  how 
the  church  can  help. 

Convener  Marilyn  Magee  challenged  the 
consultation  to  lead  the  church  to  make 
caring  for  families  a  congregational  task. 

Extend  beyond  one  person 

“Our  work  with  families  must  extend 
beyond  that  one  person  who  coordinates 
‘food,  fun  and  fellowship’  gatherings  in  the 
church  basement  two  times  a  year,”  said 
Ms.  Magee.  She  heads  the  Office  of  Family 


Ministries  of  the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Ms.  Magee  and  others  at  the  consulta¬ 
tion  said  churches  need  to  assume  a  more 
prominent  role  in  family  ministries  by: 

■  Relinquishing  “nostalgic”  notions  of 
nuclear  (mother,  father  and  children)  fam¬ 
ilies  as  the  only  healthy  models  and  tailor¬ 
ing  more  ministries  to  single-parent 
families,  never-married  people,  families  of 
divorce  and  extended  families; 

■  Reminding  parents,  grandparents  and 
other  adults  that,  as  their  children’s  “skin 
gods”  (God’s  earthly  manifestations),  they 
must  demonstrate  encouragement,  accep¬ 
tance  and  “unconditional  love”; 

■  Involving  more  men  in  outreach  to 
families  and  children  and  gearing  pro¬ 
grams  and  support  to  men’s  needs; 

■  Training  parents  to  discuss  faith  and 
values  with  children  in  the  home; 

■  Helping  develop  parents  and  other 
adults  as  role  models  to  whom  children 
can  relate  (“Too  many  kids  look  up  to  pro¬ 
fessional  athletes,  when  adults  around 


them  are  living  ordinary  lives  that  are 
meaningful,”  one  clergyman  said); 

■  Providing  preventive  support  for  fam¬ 
ilies,  as  well  as  intervention  (“It  is  better 
to  help  families  instill  values  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  than  to  try  to  correct  abusive  and 
destructive  patterns  later,”  one  participant 
noted). 

Affirm  unique  gifts 

The  Rev.  Marjorie  Thompson,  a  Presby¬ 
terian,  said  the  Christian  faith  should  help 
nurture  families  in  which  all  members  are 
affirmed  for  their  unique  gifts. 

She  said  churches  should  help  encourage 
“farmer”  parents — those  who  sow  values 
and  ideals  like  seeds  in  their  children  but 
allow  them  to  develop  their  own  personal¬ 
ities  and  life  styles. 

Too  often,  though,  she  added,  parents 
are  "architects,”  forcing  children  to  as¬ 
sume  the  roles  parents  choose  for  them. 

Ms.  Thompson  also  called  upon  the 
church  to  help  families  learn  the  art  of  for¬ 
giveness  and  reconciliation. 


Mayor/pastor  predicts  'tumble' 
if  cities'  problems  go  unsolved 


By  JOYCE  B.  KERBER 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— If  soci¬ 
ety  cannot  solve  the  problems  of 
U.S.  cities,  “the  nation  will  tum¬ 
ble,"  Kansas  City  Mayor  Emman¬ 
uel  Cleaver  II  predicted  at  a 
United  Methodist  national  issues 
forum  Sept.  9-11  in  Kansas  City. 

“Maybe  God  is  saying  ‘Get  it  to¬ 
gether,’  ”  Mr.  Cleaver,  pastor  of 
St.  James-Paseo  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Kansas  City,  told  more 
than  60  denominational  leaders  at 
United  Methodist-related  Saint 
Paul  School  of  Theology. 

“Only  arrogance  would  allow  us 
to  believe  that  this  nation  is  unlike 
other  great  empires  that  fell  . . . 
the  whole  world  is  watching  Amer¬ 
ica,  and  America  is  watching  TV,” 
Mr.  Cleaver  said. 

'Fury'  move  to  suburbs 

Mr.  Cleaver,  mayor  since  1991, 
blamed  many  urban  problems  on 
the  development  of  suburbs — “be¬ 
cause  the  United  States  discovered 
asphalt” — and  a  “fury”  of  move¬ 
ment  to  them  after  the  Brown  vs. 
Board  of  Education  Supreme 
Court  school-desegregation  deci¬ 
sion  in  1954. 

Programs  to  help  cities  during 
President  Lyndon  Johnson’s  ad¬ 
ministration — revenue  sharing  and 
community-development  block 
grants — were  largely  dismantled 
under  President  Reagan,  he  said. 

He  cited  as  one  example  of  cit¬ 
ies’  desperate  plight  their  struggles 
against  the  crack  cocaine  epidemic 
and  firearm  control. 

The  forum  on  “Communities  in 
Crisis:  The  Church  as  Catalyst  for 
Community  Change”  was  spon- 


" Only  arrogance 
would  allow  us  to 
believe  that  this  nation 
is  unlike  other  great 
empires  that  fell ..  .the 
whole  world  is  watching 
America,  and  America  is 
watching  TV." 

— Emmanuel  Cleaver  II 


sored  by  the  denomination’s  coor¬ 
dinating  agency,  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM). 

The  meeting  brought  together  a 
broad  cross-section  of  United 
Methodists  including  community 
“front-line  street  workers,”  agency 
staff  and  leaders  from  annual  (re¬ 
gional)  conferences. 

The  group  tackled  three  major 
topics — economic  justice,  racism 
and  issues  related  to  women,  chil¬ 
dren  and  families. 

Retired  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  of  San 
Francisco  told  participants  that 
“catalysts  for  change  don’t  live  in 
safe  places.” 

Justice,  she  declared,  cannot  co¬ 
exist  with  U.S.  society’s  economic 
inequities. 

Racism  is  “alive  and  well,” 
Bishop  Kelly  said,  also  voicing 
distress  over  homophobia  (fear  of 
homosexuals)  as  an  issue  that 
could  split  the  church.  Nothing  in 
Jesus’  teachings,  she  said,  indi¬ 
cates  that  “he  would  exclude  any¬ 
one  from  his  church.” 

Economist  Sheldon  W.  Stahl  of 
Aurora  (Ill.)  University  declared 
that  a  just  economic  community  is 


a  prerequisite  for  a  just  society.  He 
said  ignorance  and  apathy  cause 
injustice. 

Current  economic  growth  is  not 
being  accompanied  by  improved 
job  opportunities,  he  observed. 
Consequently,  growing  inequity  in 
wages  is  slowing — or  will  eventu¬ 
ally  slow — the  economy’s  growth. 

Mr.  Stahl  said  “only  through  a 
sense  of  community  . . .  (will)  mar¬ 
ket  capitalism  be  able  to  survive. 
We  must  change  to  survive.” 

Build  coalitions 

Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  of  Pasadena, 
Calif.,  said  racism  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  by  building  coalitions  be¬ 
tween  minority  racial  groups  and 
the  white  middle  class.  Such  coali¬ 
tions,  above  and  below  the  “pov¬ 
erty  line,”  can  attack  the  “power 
line,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Sharon  Rader  of  Sun 
Prairie,  Wis.,  decried  children’s 
carrying  guns  and  killing  one  an¬ 
other  and  public  school  systems’ 
inability  to  guarantee  pupils’  and 
teachers’  safety. 

Poverty  is  at  the  base  of  many 
problems  related  to  women  and 
children,  Bishop  Rader  said,  in¬ 
cluding  the  lack  of  prenatal  health 
care,  the  high  percentage  of  chil¬ 
dren  living  in  poverty,  pay  inequi¬ 
ties  of  women  and  the  problems  of 
rural  areas. 

“Our  task,”  Bishop  Rader  said, 
“is  to  open  our  eyes  and  see  the 
fragility  that  is  epidemic.” 

C.  David  Lundquist,  GCOM 
general  secretary,  said  the  forum 
was  intended  to  offer  an  arena  for 
dialogue  and  new  insights  tL\at  can 
help  churches  have  a  positive  im¬ 
pact  on  communities  in  crisis. 


New  religious  publisher  named 


Religious  News  Service 

Dale  Hanson  Bourke  is  the  new 
publisher  of  Religious  News  Service 
(RNS),  the  60-year-old  religion  and 
ethics  report  that  moved  recently 
from  New  York  to  Washington,  D.C. 

“With  more  than  20  million  read¬ 
ers,  RNS  plays  a  pivotal  role  in  the  re¬ 
porting  of  religion  and  ethics  through 
the  newspapers  and  broadcast  media 
of  the  world,"  said  Ms.  Bourke. 

“In  addition,  it  helps  the  religious 
press  offer  credible  reporting  on 
global  issues.  I  look  forward  to  help¬ 
ing  RNS  achieve  its  potential." 

RNS  offers  a  daily  wire  service,  a 
semi-weekly  report,  a  weekly  news 
summary  and  three  photo  services.  It 
was  purchased  last  month  by  the 
Newhouse  News  Service  from  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 

Religious  News  Service  was 
founded  in  1934  by  the  National 
Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews. 
The  Dallas-based  newspaper  pur¬ 
chased  it  in  1981. 

Ms.  Bourke,  who  founded  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.-based  Publishing  Di¬ 
rections  Inc.  in  1981  to  develop  and 
market  publications,  has  launched 
and  published  several  magazines, 
including  Today's  Christian  Wom¬ 
an,  Possibilities,  A  Better  Tomorrow 
and  Today 's  Better  Life. 

She  also  has  marketed  such  maga¬ 
zines  as  Europe.  International  Econ¬ 
omy  and  Lamaze  Parents  and  has 
served  as  a  marketing  and  publish¬ 
ing  consultant  to  several  organiza¬ 
tions,  including  BMW  of  North 
America,  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  and 
the  American  Film  Institute. 

Before  founding  her  own  firm,  Ms. 
Bourke  was  vice  president  of  Interna¬ 
tional  Marketing  Group,  where  she 
headed  the  market  research  and  pub¬ 
lications  divisions.  There  she  worked 
with  such  organizations  as  The  Sal¬ 
vation  Army,  Compassion  Interna¬ 
tional  and  Young  Life. 

Ms.  Bourke  previously  served  as 
an  account  executive  with  Conti¬ 


nental  Marketing  Associates  and 
publications  director  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  College  Coalition. 

The  author  of  four  books,  Ms. 
Bourke  has  also  written  for  such 
magazines  as  Reader’s  Digest, 
Guideposts,  New  Woman  and  The 
Saturday  Evening  Post,  as  well  as 
trade  and  professional  journals.  She 
has  hosted  the  “Words  for  Women" 
radio  show  and  was  executive  pro¬ 
ducer  and  co-host  of  the  “Book- 


View”  television  program. 

Ms.  Bourke  was  featured  in  the 
book,  America's  New  Women  En¬ 
trepreneurs.  and  was  named  one  of 
the  “Outstanding  Young  Women  in 
America”  by  Good  Housekeeping 
magazine. 

Ms.  Bourke  received  a  BA  from 
Wheaton  College  in  1975  and  an 
MBA  from  the  University  of  Mary¬ 
land  in  1979. 
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BISHOPS  RECOVERING:  United 

Methodist  Bishop  Clay  F.  Lee  Jr.  of  the  Hol- 
ston  Conference  is  recovering  at  Fort  Sanders 
Parkwest  Medical  Center  in  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
following  multiple-bypass  heart  surgery  Sept. 

1 4.  Bishop  Lee,  64,  had  a  heart  attack  at  his 
home  Sept.  9.  Retired  Bishop  William  R.  Can¬ 
non,  78,  who  had  a  heart  attack  Sept.  5,  is  re¬ 
ported  making  steady  recovery  at  Crawford 
Long  Hospital  in  Atlanta. 

STAFF  REDUCED:  The  number  of  United 
Methodist  Communications  staff  members 
based  in  New  York  is  being  reduced  from  seven 
to  two  as  part  of  what  officials  call  a  realloca¬ 
tion  of  resources.  Leaving  the  staff  on  or  before 
Dec.  3 1  will  be  John  Coleman,  Inday  Day,  Mi¬ 
chael  de  Borja  and  Kristine  Hare.  The  Rev. 
Donald  E.  Collier  will  remain  until  the  June 
1995  meeting  of  the  church’s  New  York  Annu¬ 
al  Conference.  Remaining  in  New  York  are 
Linda  Bloom  of  the  News  Service  staff  and 
Shirley  Whipple  Struchen,  who  provides  con¬ 
ference  services. 

ANONYMOUS  DONOR  DIES:  The 

United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  reported  last  week  that  an  anonymous  do¬ 
nor  said  to  have  bequeathed  $20  million  for  a 
national  church  camping  program  has  died.  The 

board  said  that  the  donor,  who  had  requested 
anonymity,  arranged  in  1991  to  give  $20  mil¬ 
lion  for  a  national  training  center  for  camp 
leaders.  To  be  located  in  Texas,  the  center 
would  be  operated  by  the  church,  according  to 
the  reported  bequest.  In  addition  to  funds  for 
the  national  center,  each  of  the  church’s  re¬ 
gional  annual  conferences  in  the  U.S.  would  be 
eligible  to  receive,  in  the  year  2000,  $  1  million 
to  support  its  conference  camps.  Chuck  Kish- 
paugh,  the  Discipleship  board’s  director  of 
camping  ministries,  said  the  terms  of  the  be¬ 
quest  remain  in  effect. 

LEAVING  HOME:  The  3,800-member 
Alamo  Heights  United  Methodist  Church  in 
San  Antonio  recently  left  its  home  of  84  years 

to  move  to  a  new  86,000  square  foot  complex 
on  13.2  acres.  The  building  project  began  in 
1993. 

ORDAINED:  Bishop  Hans  Vaxby  or¬ 
dained  one  deacon  and  two  elders  during  the  re¬ 
cent  United  Methodist  annual  conference  in 
Gothenburg,  Sweden.  Bishop  Vaxby  and  Lu¬ 
theran  Bishop  Lars  Eckerdal  participated  in 
opening  worship,  which  celebrated  cooperation 
between  the  two  denominations. 

NOT  THE  FIRST:  The  Rev.  Hyeon  Sik 
Hong  is  not  the  first  Korean  pastor  appointed 
to  a  predominantly  white  congregation  in  the 
United  Methodist  Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  as 

reported  earlier.  According  to  Bishop  Thomas 
B.  Stockton  (Virginia  Area),  the  distinction 
goes  to  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Kim  who  was  appointed 
1 4  years  ago  to  the  900-member  Park  Place 
Church  in  Norfolk,  Va. 

MEDIA  VIQLENCE:  A  two-hour  telecon¬ 
ference  and  training  event  on  “Violence  in  the 
Media”  will  be  produced  Oct.  19  by  United 
Methodist  Teleconference  Connection,  a  unit  of 
United  Methodist  Communications.  Downlink 
sites  have  been  established  in  28  states  for  the 
7:30  p.m.  (Eastern  Time)  broadcast.  On-air 
participants  will  include  Keith  Spicer,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Canadian  Radio-television  and 
Telecommunications  Commission. 


Haitian  students  find  haven  in  UM  college 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Even  as  American  troops  pre¬ 
pared  to  invade  their  country, 
nine  Haitian  students  found  ref¬ 
uge  and  an  opportunity  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  higher  education, 
thanks  to  a  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  college  in  London,  Ky. 

Sue  Bennett  College,  a  co-edu- 
cational,  independent,  liberal 
arts  school,  is  a  mission  institu¬ 
tion  of  the  National  Division  of 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

A  scam 

According  to  Keith  D.  Rae,  ex¬ 
ecutive  for  Caribbean  ministries  at 
the  missions  board,  the  scenario 
started  when  a  self-identified 
American  minister  approached 
ministers  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Haiti  with  a  fraudulent  scheme 
involving  nursing  scholarships  to  a 
South  Carolina  college. 

Haitian  Methodist  officials  wel¬ 
comed  the  idea,  and  nine  women 
ages  20-28  were  chosen  by  their 
respective  churches  to  get  an  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  United  States. 

The  young  women  and  their 
families  were  encouraged  to  sell 
everything  they  could  to  provide 
funds  required  to  get  the  students 
to  this  country — giving  the 
funds,  naturally,  to  the  alleged 
clergyman. 

After  the  students  arrived  in  the 
states,  they  were  stranded  without 
enrollment  at  the  South  Carolina 
school,  all  the  funds  entrusted  to 
the  clergyman  gone  and  their  im¬ 
migration  status  in  jeopardy. 

“That’s  when  some  of  our  mis¬ 
sionaries  assigned  to  Haiti  heard 
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about  their  problem  and  decided 
to  get  involved,”  said  Mr.  Rae. 

“The  Rev.  Robert  and  Nancy 
Osgood,  in  training  at  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Resource  Center  [in  Atlan¬ 
ta],  began  checking  around  to 
find  a  way  for  these  women  to  at¬ 
tend  school." 

Missions  board  officials  con¬ 
tacted  Sue  Bennett  College, 
whose  administration  made  an 
immediate  commitment  to  help 
the  students. 

Paul  G.  Bunnell,  president  of 
Sue  Bennett,  said  there’s  a  great 
deal  of  excitement  on  campus  re¬ 
garding  their  new  international 
students. 

“We’re  very  happy  they  are 
here,”  he  said.  “They  are  dedicat¬ 
ed  to  returning  to  their  country  to 
practice  nursing  and  to  help  with 
the  reconstruction  of  Haiti.” 

Mission  is  to  help  students 

Dr.  Bunnell  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  college  had  no  connec¬ 
tion  with  Haiti  or  with  Haitian 
Methodists. 

“We  are  a  mission  project  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Our  mission  is  to  help 
students  in  need,”  continued  the 
president. 

“This  school  was  started  as  a 
mission  project  of  the  Women’s 
Division  to  help  young  women. 
People  in  mission  knew  about 
that,  and  that  is  probably  why 
our  college  was  considered  for 
these  students.” 

Dr.  Bunnell  added  that  it  is  a 
coincidence  that  Sue  Bennett  was 
asked  to  accept  the  students  from 
Haiti,  given  the  school’s  1994 
theme  on  “cultural  diversity.” 


The  World  Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  receive  gifts  toward  educational  expenses  of  the  Haitian  stu¬ 
dents  at  Sue  Bennett  College.  Gifts  can  also  be  made  to  Advance  No. 
000483-8RA,  " Haitian  Nursing  Students ."  Contributions  may  also  be  sent 
to  Sue  Bennett  College,  151  College  Street,  London,  Ky.  40741. 


A  Haitian  Scholarship  Fund 
has  been  set  up  by  Sue  Bennett 
College  to  help  the  nine  students 
with  their  expenses.  An  appeal 
for  financial  aid  has  been  made 


throughout  the  church’s  New 
York  Annual  Conference  and 
other  United  Methodist  groups. 

Sue  Bennett  officials  say  a  stu¬ 
dent’s  expenses  for  one  year  run 


to  at  least  $10,000  for  tuition, 
books,  room  and  board,  not  in¬ 
cluding  personal  expenses. 

“The  students  have  never  seen 
snow,  but  in  Kentucky  they  will 
need  winter  clothing,”  said  Dr. 
Bunnell. 

“We  have  the  faith  that  people 
throughout  the  country  will  sup¬ 
port  these  students  so  that  they 
may  get  their  education,”  said 
Dr.  Bunnell.  “They  come  here 
with  a  willingness  to  learn.” 


New  Sue 
Bennett 
nursing 
students  are, 
from  front  left, 
Nesida 
Alexandre, 
Cathy 
Baroulette, 
Bernarde 
Beaucejour, 
Rosie 
Bonhomme, 
and  from  back 
left,  Resia 
Charlotin, 
Peggy  Jacilien, 
Marlene 
loseph,  and 
Guerline 
Maxime. 
Another 
student, 
Frantzes 
Baptiste,  is  not 
pictured. 
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New  study  document  has  United  Methodists 
thinking  about  baptism,  church  membership 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Thousands  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  across  the  United  States  are 
apparently  studying  the  meaning 
of  baptism. 

They’re  doing  it  via  a  docu¬ 
ment  titled  “By  Water  and  The 
Spirit”  prepared  by  a  committee 
of  scholars,  theologians,  lay  peo¬ 
ple  and  clergy  for  study  at  the  lo¬ 
cal  church  level. 

The  paper  was  published  with  a 
study  guide  at  the  instruction  of 
the  1992  General  Conference,  the 


As  United  Methodists  are  dis¬ 
covering  through  a  churchwide 
study  (see  accompanying  story), 
baptism  “by  water  and  the  spir¬ 
it"  can  mean  many  things.  This 
Russian  Orthodox  baptism  illus¬ 
trates  both  commonalities  and 
differences  within  the  church 
universal. 


church’s  highest  legislative  body. 

The  Rev.  John  Gooch,  staff 
member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  said  that 
15,000  copies  of  “By  Water  and 
The  Spirit”  have  been  purchased 
for  study. 

He  told  the  Reporter  that  re¬ 
sponses  to  the  paper  have  just 
now  started  coming  to  the  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  and  to  individual 
members  of  the  committee  who 
spent  four  years  developing  the 
paper. 

Stretching  minds 

“People  have  been  excited 
about  it,”  Dr.  Gooch  said.  “They 
say  their  minds  have  been 
stretched  whether  or  not  they 
agree  with  everything  in  the  paper. 

“To  me  personally,"  he  said, 
“the  real  payoff  has  been  that  we 
have  gotten  more  of  the  church 
thinking  about  what  baptism  is 
and  how  it  fits  into  their  lives 
and  how  it  relates  to  their  faith.” 


He  said  that  the  church’s  re¬ 
gional  Tennessee  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  and  perhaps  others  have 
made  baptism  study  a  priority. 

Groups  studying  the  document 
are  asked  to  fill  out  questionnaires 
and  return  them  to  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  by 
the  end  of  October,  the  Rev.  Mark 
Trotter  told  the  Reporter. 

He  heads  the  churchwide  Bap¬ 
tism  Study  Committee  and  is 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  San  Diego,  Calif. 

Dr.  Trotter  said  the  returned 
forms  will  be  analyzed  by  Robert 
Wuthnow,  a  leading  church  sociol¬ 
ogist  at  Princeton  University.  The 
analysis  will  be  presented  to  the 
committee  when  it  meets  again  in 
February  1995.  The  committee’s 
findings  will  be  presented  to  the 
1996  General  Conference. 

Baptism  and  membership 

“By  Water  and  The  Spirit” 
was  the  subject  of  controversy — 


particularly  over  such  issues  as 
infant  baptism,  infant  dedica¬ 
tion,  re-baptism  and  whether 
baptism  should  initiate  one  into 
membership  of  a  local  church — 
even  as  it  was  being  prepared. 
The  final,  published  document  is 
no  different. 

An  ongoing  misconception  is 
that  the  paper  advocated  elimi¬ 
nation  of  what  is  now  known  as 
confirmation  classes.  The  paper 
actually  advocates  strengthening 
the  classes  in  a  way  that  places 
more  emphasis  on  “personal  ap¬ 
propriation  of  the  Christian 
faith,  spiritual  disciplines  and 
discipleship.” 

However,  the  classes,  as  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  document,  would 
not  lead  to  church  membership 
because  the  class  members  would 
already  hold  church  membership 
through  their  baptism. 

“By  Water  and  The  Spirit”  is 
available  through  Cokesbury 
book  stores  for  $2.95. 


The  First  Annual 
Shalom  Zone  Summit 

October  14-16 
Stamford,  Connecticut 

Workshops  and  presentations  for  Shalom  Zone 
organizers  and  coordinators.  Presenters  include: 

*  Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  Harrisburg  Area 

and  Shalom  Zone  Chairperson 

*  Rev.  John  Schol,  National  Shalom  and 

Urban  Ministries  Director 

*  Participants  from  Los  Angeles  Shalom  Zones 


Workshops  and  Presentations  include: 
How  to  Organize  a  Shalom  Zone 
New  Training  Materials  for  Shalom  Zones 
How  to  Access  Technical  Assistance  and 
Financial  Resources 
Preparing  Annual  Conferences  and 

Congregations  for  Shalom  Ministry 
Developing  a  Mission/Evangelism 
Strategy 

Registration  is  limited.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  John  Schol  (212)  870-3832. 

sponsored  by 

National  Shalom  Committee 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


CLASSIFIED 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/AC ITV ITY  Director. 

Oversee  Sunday  School  program  and  Christian  Life 
Center.  Send  resume:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Box  8003.  Pine  Bluff.  AR  71611. 

ding  invitation  plaques  and  more.  Easy,  fun,  reward¬ 
ing.  Eton  Ramsey,  P.O.  Box  181643,  Dallas,  TX 
75218-8643. 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR,  TENNESSEE  Confer¬ 
ence  United  Methodist  Foundation.  Available  Janu¬ 
ary  1995.  Submit  inquiries  and  resume  bv  October 

31  to:  Search  Committee,  Tennessee  Conference 
Foundation,  520  Commerce  Street,  Suite  203,  Nash¬ 
ville.  TN  37203-3714. 

VICE  PRESIDENT  FOR  DEVELOPMENT,  or  pos¬ 
sibly  Executive  Vice  President,  depending  upon  qual¬ 
ifications,  The  Foundation  for  Evangelism,  an 
affiliate  of  GBOD,  headquarters  at  Lake  Junaluska. 
North  Carolina.  Applicants  must  be  fully  committed 
to  United  Methodist  doctrines  and  Christian  evange- 

DIRECTOR  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  Saint 
Stephen  United  Methodist  Church,  Amarillo, 
Texas.  1600-member  suburban  church,  376  peo¬ 
ple  in  program.  Includes  9  choral,  6  handbell 
choirs.  Send  resume:  Music  Search  Committee, 
4600  South  Western,  Amarillo,  TX  79 1 09,  or  call 
Sharon  Tunnell  (806)  355-7271. 

lism.  May  be  clergy  or  lay.  Ability  and  experience  in 
fund  raising  necessary.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to:  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr., 
President,  The  Foundation  for  Evangelism,  P.O.  Box 
985,  Lake  Junaluska,  NC  28745.  \ 

ADVANCED  REGISTERED  NURSE  Practioner  or 
Physician  Assistant  for  family  practice  clinics  in 
Dodge  City  and  Garden  City.  Part-time  or  full-time, 
some  travel  required.  Ambulatory  clinic,  no  hospital 
work.  Contact:  Director,  United  Methodist  Mexican- 
American  Ministries,  Box  766,  Garden  City.  KS 
67846  or  call  (3 16)  275-1766. 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  United  Method¬ 

ist  Church  of  600  with  strong  music  program:  adult, 
youth,  children,  handbell  choirs.  Other  program  re¬ 
sponsibilities  negotiated.  Private  teaching  opportuni¬ 
ties  likely.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  906  Main  Street,  Savan¬ 
nah.  TN  38372.  (901)925-3436. 

VISIT  INDIA  WITH  BOB  NAVE,  retired  India  mis- 
sionary.  Departures  November  4,  January  7,  March 

4.  Write/phone:  8532  Emerson  Ave.  S,  Bloomington, 
MN  55420.  (612)  884-8786.  | 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH. 

Ocala,  Florida,  membership  2500,  seeking  expen- 
enced  organist.  Major  responsibilities  include  ser¬ 
vice  playing  and  accompanying.  Competitive 
part-time  salary  with  teaching  and  wedding  income 
potential.  Applicant  must  work  well  with  all  ages 
and  enjoy  a  wide  range  of  musical  styles.  Send  re- 
sume  with  references  to:  Director  of  Music,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  1126  E.  Silver  Spnngs 
Blvd.,  Ocala,  FL  34470. 

UNIQUE  12-DAY  HOLY  LAND  Pilgrimage. 
“Women  and  the  Bible  in  the  Land  of  Jesus,"  May  1- 
12,  1995.  Only  $1,948  round  trip  from  New  York 
City.  Call  toll-free  1-800-735-6343  for  brochure. 

CELEBRATE  ONE  WORLD!  with  the  handsome 
1995  Global  Calendar  and  Global  Greeting  Cards. 
Produced  annually  by  the  Church  World  Service  Of- 
fice  on  Global  Education.  Text  connects  our  lives 
with  the  rest  of  the  global  family.  Five  of  the  photos 
available  as  full  color  greeting  cards  (2  each  photo, 
10/set)  with  envelopes.  Order  3  calendars  to  one  ad- 
dress  and  receive  a  free  set  of  greeting  cards.  Great 
Christmas  gifts!  $20.00  calendar  ED-9505-um; 
$10.00  greeting  cards/  set  ED  #9508-um.  Please 
specify  order  numbers.  Check  payable  to:  CWS,  PO 
Box  968,  Elkhart.  IN  46515-0968.  (prices  include 

EDGE  PARK  UMC,  FORT  WORTH,  TX.  Full¬ 

time  secretary  with  good  computer  skills,  4-1/2  day 
week.  Half-time  Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  Con¬ 
tact:  SPRC,  5616  Crowley  Rd.  76134. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE—  YOUTH  AND  Chil¬ 

dren's  Program  Director.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Donna  Engle,  do  Bowman  Memorial 
UMC,  701  High  Street,  Hazard,  KY  41701.  For 
more  information  call  (606)  436-3513. 

WANTED!  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian 

Education  for  downtown  church!  Excellent  salary 
and  benefits  available.  No  phone  calls  please.  Send 
resume  to:  216  Southeast  Third  Street,  Evansville, 
IN  47713. 

FOR  SALE:  FULL  SIZE  HAMMOND  ORGAN. 

Model  B3  with  separate  speaker.  Excellent  condition, 
well  maintained.  Make  offer.  Call  (7 1 3)  980-2807. 

NEED  A  BOOST  FOR  YOUR  DAY?  Call  1-900- 

OPPORTUNITY  FOR  MINISTRY:  Part-time.  First 

United  Methodist  Church,  Bullard,  Texas  is  seeking  a 
Director  of  Youth  Ministry  to  work  approximately 

1 5  hours  per  week.  Salary  is  to  be  open  and  housing 
is  available.  If  interested,  contact  Rev.  Fredda  Minrck 
at  P.O.  Box  152,  Bullard,  TX  75757,  or  phone  (903) 

Crawford,  Radio/TV  personality,  minister  and  coun¬ 
selor  will  lift  your  spirits  and  may  your  day  brighter 

CHARLES  H.  DORSEY  POSTCARDS,  founder  of 

the  ushers  movement  in  America.  Sample  order  10/ 
$3.00,  plus  $2.00  postage  and  handling.  Send  to:  M. 
HatcheU,  P.O.  Box  15175,  Philadelphia,  PA  19130. 

YOUTH  PASTOR  WAN  I  ED  to  assume  responsi¬ 

bilities  for  dynamic  youth  program  in  an  exciting  and 
growing  confessing  church.  1(X)  +  active  youth.  Well 
trained  sponsors.  Missions/evangelism  orientation  ex¬ 
pected.  Contact:  Search  Committee,  Kingswood 
United  Methodist  Church,  4801  S.  Austin,  Amarillo, 
TX  791 10. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  of 

the  AME  Zion  Church.  Johannesburg-  Pietersbura- 
Capetown.  bjovember  28  through  December  10, 
1994.  For  reservation  information  contact:  Rev. 
Staccato  Powell,  Washington  Metropolitan  AME 
Zion  Church,  613  N.  Garrison,  St.  Louis,  MO 
63103.  (314)  533-0316. 

Poll  finds  support  for 
religion  study  in  schools 

Religious  News  Service 

Allowing  prayer  in  public  schools 
would  take  a  Constitutional  amend¬ 
ment,  but  many  people  don’t  realize 
that  schools  can  teach  religion  and 
even  use  the  Bible  in  classes  as  long 
as  these  are  done  in  a  non-devotion- 
al  way. 

Most  adults,  including  parents 
who  have  children  in  public 
schools,  approve  of  teaching  reli¬ 
gion  this  way.  Research  also  shows, 
however,  that  only  a  few  public 
schools  do  so. 

Two  adults  in  three  say  they  would 
approve  of  allowing  the  public 
schools  in  their  community  to  give 
non-devotional  instruction  about  re¬ 
ligion  in  the  schools;  one  in  three  is 
opposed  (see  illustration  at  right). 

Protestants  (68  percent)  and  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  (67  percent)  are 
equally  in  favor,  and  followers  of 
other  religions  are  only  slightly  less 
in  favor  (62  percent). 

Greater  interest  in  comparative 
religion  courses  is  found  in  the 
South  and  Midwest  than  in  the  East 
or  West. 

This  follows  the  general  pattern 
of  the  statistics  on  religious  atti¬ 
tudes  and  behavior,  which  find  fer¬ 
vor  usually  runs  stronger  in  the 
heartland  of  America  than  on  the 
East  and  West  coasts. 

°1994  Princeton  Religion  Research  Center 


Studying  religion  in 
i  the  public  schools 
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wj  The  public  schools  in 
r  America  are  constitutionally 
prohibited  from  teaching  any 
particular  religion.  Would 
you  favor  or  oppose 
non-devotional  instruction 
about  various  world  religions 
in  the  public  schools  in  your 
community? 

Fivor  Oppoio 


National 

66% 

33% 

Protestant 

68 

30 

Roman  Catholic 

67 

32 

Other 

62 

37 

East 

59 

40 

Midwest 

69 

29 

South 

71 

27 

West 

62 

38 

“No  opinion"  (1  psrctnt  nationally) 
il  not  shown. 

Source:  Gallup  Poll 
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What  happens  when 
the  patient  is  a  rabbi ? 


Celebrating  30  years  of  apple  pie 
and  bathtub  baptisms  in  Appalachia 


By  EMILY  WILL 

Mennonite  News  Service 

AKRON,  Pa. — Mennonite  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee  U.S.  is  celebrating 
30  years  of  presence  in  Appalachia 
this  year  ...  the  people,  the  proj¬ 
ects,  the  friendships  and  the  lessons 
learned  there. 

When  Mennonites  sent  its  first 
workers  to  Appalachia  in  1964, 
“There  was  some  eyebrow-lifting 
and  some  fear  expressed  that  ‘they’ 
were  coming  in  to  try  to  make  ev¬ 
eryone  in  the  county  a  Mennonite,” 
wrote  Thomas  E.  Gish,  editor  of 
The  Mountain  Eagle  of  Letcher 
County,  Ky. 

In  a  1966  farewell  editorial  to  two 
of  these  initial  Mennonite  workers, 
Mr.  Gish  noted  the  fears  never  ma¬ 
terialized. 

Canadians  John  and  Betty  Enns 
“touched  the  lives  of  numerous 
mountain  families,  giving  the  kind 
of  help  and  assistance  that  can 
come  only  from  concerned,  dedicat¬ 
ed  persons,”  he  wrote.  Mr.  Enns 
served  as  business  manager  of  the 
Whitesburg  Appalachian  Regional 
Hospital  and  Mrs.  Enns,  a  social 
worker,  reached  out  to  troubled 
families. 

Send  us  doctors,  nurses 

The  work  actually  started  in  1963 
when  the  Mennonite  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  sent  a  delegation  to  visit 
with  Anne  and  Harry  Caudill,  com¬ 
munity  leaders  and  visionaries,  to 
see  if  Letcher  County  would  wel¬ 
come  Mennonite  teachers. 

The  Caudills  recall  urging  the  del¬ 
egation  “to  instead  send  up  people 
to  fill  the  medical  positions  left  va¬ 
cant  by  the  exodus  of  doctors  and 
nurses  after  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  decided  to  close  their  hospitals, 
threatening  to  leave  the  mountain 
communities  almost  without  hospi¬ 
tal  services.” 

Mennonites  in  Appalachia  soon 
found  additional  work — in  adult  liter¬ 
acy,  in  low-cost  housing  construction 
and  maintenance,  and  on  ecological 
issues  such  as  organizing  solid  waste 
disposal. 

“These  projects  have  added  im¬ 
measurably  to  the  quality  of  life  of 
those  touched  by  Mennonites,” 
Mrs.  Caudill  relates. 

The  friendships  are  what  most 


MENNONITE  CENTRA!  COMMITTEE  PHOTO  BY  DAWN  YODER  HARMS 

WHITESBURG,  Ky. — Mennonite  Central  Committee  worker  Sheryl  Long  of  Morgantown,  Pa.  (right), 
visits  with  her  friend  Mary  Wright  of  Whitesburg,  Ky.  Several  Mennonite  missionaries  have  served  the 
needs  of  Whitesburg  residents  for  more  than  30  years. 


Mennonite  Central  Committee  Ap¬ 
palachia  alumni  remember  most. 

“What  do  I  remember?”  asks 
Rodney  Hartzler,  who  organized  a 
pig  project  in  Letcher  County  from 
1967  to  1969  and  now  lives  in  Lex¬ 
ington,  Ky. 

“A  phone  call:  ‘Is  this  the  Menno¬ 
nites?  My  wife  has  an  apple  pie  in 
the  oven  and  we  want  to  find  out 
what  you  all  are  doing  here.’  A 
drive  up  a  creek  bed,  five  hours  of 
talk,  apple  pie  and  boiled  coffee 
that  ended  in  countless  weekends  of 
friendship  over  the  next  10  years 
with  Bob,  Lenora  and  their  six  chil¬ 
dren,”  said  Mr.  Hartzler. 

“Gord  and  I  both  did  prison  min¬ 
istry  and  we  still  correspond  with 
two  of  the  prisoners,”  says  Vera 
Warner,  who  served  in  Appalachia 
from  1987  to  1989  and  now  lives  in 
Daysland,  Alta.  “One  of  my  most 
rewarding  experiences  was  witness¬ 
ing  14  prisoners  being  baptized  in 
the  jailer’s  bathtub  on  Thanksgiving 


Day  1988.” 

Lori  Weiler-Thiessen,  who 
worked  in  Hindman,  Ky.,  from 
1986  to  1990,  writes: 

“My  coal  miner  reading  student 
comes  to  class  with  face  newly 
scrubbed  clean  of  black  dust.  He’s 
stiff  and  bruised  from  a  piece  of 
ceiling  rock  that  fell  on  him.  How 
will  he  read  before  his  lungs  turn 
black,  I  wonder.  He  wonders. 

“These  words  that  I  write  would 
be  hard  for  him  to  read.  He’d  strug¬ 
gle  through  them,  though.  I  learn 
courage.” 

Encouraging  local  efforts 

Dawn  Yoder  Harms,  current  co-di¬ 
rector  of  the  Mennonite  Appalachia 
program,  notes  that  many  of  the  prob¬ 
lems  the  first  MCC  workers  encoun¬ 
tered  30  years  ago  are  still  present. 

“It  took  decades  to  create  Appa¬ 
lachia’s  problems,  many  directly  re¬ 
lated  to  the  arrival  of  the  coal  and 
timber  industries  at  the  turn  of  the 


" One  of  my  most 
rewarding  experiences 
was  witnessing  14 
prisoners  being  baptized 
in  the  jailer's  bathtub  on 
Thanksgiving  Day  1988." 

— Vera  Warner 

century  and  the  resulting  loss  of 
land,  power  and  self-sufficiency  by 
Appalachia’s  people,”  Ms.  Harms 
says. 

Ms.  Yoder  Harms  believes  these 
problems  will  be  solved  by  Appala¬ 
chians  themselves  who  work  togeth¬ 
er  for  change. 

Dawn  Yoder  Harms  compiled  a 
30th  anniversary  issue  of  "The  Red¬ 
bud /'  Mennonite  Central  Commit¬ 
tee  Appalachia's  newsletter >  from 
which  these  recollections  are 
drawn. 


Catholics  in  Media  honors  TV's  'Frasier/ 
blockbuster  'Schindler's  List'  and  CD  'Chant' 


UNIVERSAL  CITY  STUDIOS  PHOTO  BY  DAVID  |AMES 

POLAND  —  On  location  Steven  Spielberg  (left)  directs 
"Schindler's  List/'  starring  Liam  Neeson  (right)  as  Oskar 
Schindler,  a  German  industrialist  who  saved  the  lives  of  more 
than  1,100  Jewish  workers  sheltered  in  his  factory.  The  award¬ 
winning  movie  is  slated  for  yet  another  honor — as  a  work  that 
"made  clearer  the  word  of  God"  (see  accompanying  story). 


By  JOHN  DART 

Religious  News  Service 

HOLLYWOOD— Catholics  in 
Media  will  honor  the  television  sit¬ 
uation  comedy  Frasier,  Steven 
Spielberg’s  Oscar-winning  movie 
Schindler's  List  and  Chant,  the 
best-selling  CD  of  monastery  mu¬ 
sic  at  its  annual  Communion  and 
award  brunch  in  October. 

The  2-year-old  group,  backed  by 
Los  Angeles  Cardinal  Roger  M. 
Mahoney,  was  founded  by  the 
writer-director  team  of  Patt  and 
Jack  Shea,  who  have  worked  on 
numerous  Norman  Lear  television 
programs. 

The  awards  recognize  entertain¬ 
ment  industry  projects  and  people 
whose  work  “made  clearer  the 
word  of  God  and  affirmed  the 
highest  ethical  standards  of  the  Ju- 
deo-Christian  tradition,”  a  repre¬ 
sentative  said. 

Although  Schindler’s  List,  about 
the  saving  of  Jewish  lives  during 
the  Holocaust,  appeared  to  be  an 
obvious  choice  for  film  honors  by 
the  Catholic  group,  the  NBC  com¬ 
edy  show  starring  Kelsey  Gram- 
mer  as  Frasier  is  not  ostensibly 
religious  or  ethical  in  perspective. 

However,  the  highly  rated  series 
from  Paramount  Network  Televi¬ 
sion  was  cited  not  only  for  its 


laughs  but  for  episodes  “treating 
age  and  physical  limitation  with 
dignity,  for  celebrating  family  loy¬ 
alty  in  an  age  when  ‘self-sacrifice’ 
is  a  dirty  word”  and  for  conscien¬ 
tious  characters  struggling  with 
temptation  who  wind  up  taking 
praiseworthy  action. 

Frasier  won  Emmy  honors  for 
top  television  comedy  in  the  46th 
annual  Prime  Time  Emmy 
Awards  Sept.  11. 

Chant,  a  double  platinum  CD 
distributed  by  Angel  Records,  has 
led  a  revival  of  interest  in  Gregori¬ 
an  chanting  and  other  monastery 
music.  “The  success  of  Chant  re¬ 
minds  us  that  music  has  a  healing 
power,”  noted  a  Catholics  in  Me¬ 
dia  spokesman. 

The  Catholics  in  Media  event, 
at  which  Archbishop  Mahoney 
will  celebrate  Mass,  is  set  for  Oct. 
9  at  the  Beverly  Hilton  Hotel  in 
Beverly  Hills. 

Emmy-award  winning  producer 
Robert  F.  O’Neill  (Murder  She 
Wrote,  Columbo,  Quincy)  and  his 
wife  Marlene  will  co-chair  the 
event.  The  honorary  committee 
includes  Bob  Hope,  Gregory  Peck, 
Roy  Disney,  Gene  Kelly,  Martin 
Sheen,  Tony  Danza,  Ricardo 
Montalban  and  Carroll  O’Connor, 
among  others. 


'Issues  &  Ethics'  premieres  on  F&V  Channel 


NEW  YORK — A  revolutionary 
educational  opportunity  for  congre¬ 
gations  will  be  combined  with  a 
unique  examination  of  current 
events  when  Issues  &  Ethics  With 
Jim  Hartz  premieres  this  fall  on  the 
Faith  &  Values  Channel. 

This  weekly  television  series,  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  VISN  Network,  exam¬ 
ines  the  religious  threads  of  the 
week’s  major  news  events  and  eval¬ 
uates  them  from  an  ethical  and 


moral  perspective. 

“Issues  &  Ethics  goes  beyond  the 
normal  scope  of  a  news  program,” 
according  to  Nelson  Price,  VISN 
president.  “We  have  a  dual  pur¬ 
pose:  We  will  first  take  a  factual 
look  at  the  week’s  major  news 
event,  and  then  we  will  invite  con¬ 
gregational  groups  to  participate 
with  us  in  a  national  public  dis¬ 
course  about  how  our  traditional 
beliefs  and  biblical  values  can  and 


do  impact  current  events.” 

Mr.  Price  urges  congregational 
leaders  to  record  by  videotape  Is¬ 
sues  &  Ethics  off  cable  for  use  that 
weekend  in  adult  or  youth  groups. 
A  brief  leader’s  guide  will  be  written 
each  Friday  evening  and  will  be 
available  on  Ecunet,  the  computer 
network,  by  Saturday  morning.  The 
“meeting"  name  will  be  “Issues  & 
Ethics  Leader’s  Guide.” 

For  more  information  about 


By  A.  JAMES  RUDIN 

Religious  News  Service 

The  scene  is  too  familiar.  A  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  clergy,  sitting  at  the  hos¬ 
pital  bedside  of  a  cancer  patient,  is 
bringing  comfort  to  one  who  is  near 
death. 

The  terror  in  the  patient’s  eyes 
says  it  all,  and  the  rabbi,  priest  or 
minister  holds  the  hand  of  the 
frightened,  dying  patient. 

In  many  cases,  no  words  are  spo¬ 
ken.  The  mere  presence  of  an  or¬ 
dained  person  is  the  patient’s  link 
to  the  outside  world.  Being  a  faith¬ 
ful  and  realistic  pastor  is  one  of  the 
most  painful  but  necessary  duties  of 
any  rabbi,  priest  or  minister. 

But  what  happens  when  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  a  rabbi?  Who  comforts  the 
comforter?  How  does  someone 
trained  to  counsel  the  ill,  bury  the 
dead,  and  console  survivors,  cope 
when  his  own  body  is  riddled  with 
disease?  What  happens  when  the 
rabbi  is  the  patient  in  the  cancer 
ward? 

All  of  this  and  much  worse  actu¬ 
ally  happened  to  my  close  friend. 
Rabbi  Hirshel  Jaffe  of  Newburgh, 
N.Y.  And  his  heroic  battle  with 
both  cancer  and  himself  is  graphi¬ 
cally  recounted  in  Why  Me?  Why 
Anyone?  ( Jason  Aronson,  Inc.) 

Written  by  Rabbi  Jaffe,  my  wife, 
Marcia,  and  myself,  the  book  is  an 
account  of  Rabbi  Jaffe’s  personal 
struggle.  It  also  is  filled  with  bioeth- 
ical  insights  and  descriptions  of  the 
link  between  religion  and  medicine, 
body  and  mind. 

But  first  things  first 

Thankfully,  Rabbi  Jaffe  is  alive 
and  well  a  dozen  years  after  he  was 
diagnosed  with  deadly  hairy  cell 
leukemia.  While  Why  Me?  Why 
Anyone?  ends  on  what  could  be 
called  a  happy  note,  my  friend  paid 
an  enormous  psychic  and  spiritual 
price  for  his  recovery. 

When  it  comes  to  himself,  the 
rabbi  opens  up  to  spontaneous 
prayers,  to  utter  joy  of  love  and 
friendship.  Finally,  he  develops  the 
maturity  to  recognize  that  “some 
things  really  are  in  the  hands  of 
God,  not  human  beings.” 

Because  of  his  prior  strong  physi¬ 
cal  and  mental  condition  (he  was  a 
marathon  runner  before  his  illness), 
the  stricken  rabbi  surmounts  one 


Commentary 

". .  .this  illness  has 
transformed  every  aspect 
of  my  work.  /  know  I  am 
a  better  rabbi . . .  more 
spiritual  depth  now." 

— Rabbi  Hirshel  Jaffe 


obstacle  after  another  in  his  battle 
to  conquer  the  leukemia  that  has 
brought  him  near  death.  Ultimate¬ 
ly,  Rabbi  Jaffe  does  prevail,  thanks 
to  enormous  stamina,  a  take-charge 
attitude  about  his  treatment,  and 
some  successful  experimental  medi¬ 
cations. 

But  my  friend  has  been  perma¬ 
nently  changed  by  his  years  of  fight¬ 
ing  cancer.  He  has  become  a  better 
pastor.  Before  his  cancer,  Rabbi 
Jaffe  had  the  ability  to  enter  a  hos¬ 
pital  room,  “minister”  to  a  patient, 
and  leave  in  record  time.  No  longer. 

Now  more  time  with  patients 

Since  his  recovery.  Rabbi  Jaffe 
takes  extraordinary  time  with  the 
ill,  especially  cancer  patients. 

“1  know  how  important  it  is  to 
talk  about  your  feelings.  It’s  gratify¬ 
ing  that  I  can  help  others.  It’s  a  way 
of  giving  back  something,”  he  said, 
“because  I’ve  been  spared.” 

Following  his  recovery,  Rabbi 
Jaffe  embarked  on  a  national  cam¬ 
paign  to  aid  leukemia  patients.  And 
because  of  this  new  enlarged  minis¬ 
try,  President  Reagan  awarded  the 
rabbi  the  American  Cancer  Soci¬ 
ety’s  Award  of  Courage  in  a  Rose 
Garden  ceremony  in  1988. 

At  the  end  of  the  book.  Rabbi  Jaffe 
thinks  back  to  the  many  operations, 
the  endless  medications,  the  constant 
fear,  the  almost  certain  possibility  of 
dying,  and  his  fellow  patients  who 
did  not  survive  leukemia: 

“I  didn't  choose  my  illness;  I 
didn't  ask  for  this  painful  experi¬ 
ence.  But  I  can  choose  my  attitude 
toward  it;  I  can  forge  my  own  re¬ 
sponse  to  it . . .  this  illness  has 
transformed  every  aspect  of  my 
work.  I  know  I  am  a  better  rabbi . . . 
more  spiritual  depth  now.  I  think 
these  new  spiritual  resources  got  me 
through  my  struggle.” 


Fascinating  facts  contribute 
to  Bible's  long  popularity 


By  VICTOR  M.  PARACHIN 

The  world’s  most  widely  distrib¬ 
uted  book  continues  to  be  the  Bible. 

It  has  been  translated  into  318 
languages  and  portions  of  it  into  an 
additional  1,628  languages. 

Thousands  of  years  after  they 
were  written,  the  scriptures  contin¬ 
ue  to  inform  and  inspire  millions  of 
people.  Here  are  some  fascinating 
facts  and  figures  about  the  Bible. 

•f  The  oldest  publisher  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble  is  the  Cambridge  University 
Press,  which  began  with  the  Geneva 
version  in  1591. 

•f  One  translation  is  called  The 
Wicked  Bible  because  of  a  printer’s 
error.  Published  in  1631  the  printer 
was  fined  a  whopping  300  pounds 
because  he  left  out  “not”  in  one  of 
the  ten  commandments.  When  pub¬ 
lished,  Exodus  10:24  read:  'Thou 
shaft  commit  adultery.’ 

•f  Another  typographical  error 
resulted  in  a  version  being  called 
The  Printers  Bible.  This  1702  ver¬ 


sion  published  Psalm  119:161  to 
read:  “Printers  have  persecuted  me 
without  cause.”  The  correct  reading 
is:  “Princes  have  persecuted  me 
without  cause.” 

/  The  Treacle  Bible,  published 
in  1568,  received  that  odd  name  be¬ 
cause  it  had  Jeremiah  8:22  read: 
“There  is  no  treacle  in  Gilead,"  in¬ 
stead  of  “balm.”  “Treacle”  is  a 
remedy  for  a  venomous  bite. 

S  A  partial  Old  Testament  holds 
the  record  for  the  highest  price  ever 
paid  for  a  printed  book.  Tokyo 
booksellers,  Maruzen  Company 
Limited,  paid  5.39  million  at  a 
Christie’s  Auction  in  New  York  on 
October  22,  1987. 

/’  Since  1976,  combined  global 
sales  of  Today’s  English  Version. 
popularly  known  as  The  Good  News 
Version  have  exceeded  111.3  mil¬ 
lion  copies. 

-A  The  King  James  Version  con¬ 
tinues  to  enjoy  popularity  with 
some  1 3  million  copies  printed  each 
year. 


Author  of  700-year-old 
hymn  about  Jesus  unknown 


Ecunet,  call  (800)  733-2863.  Those 
not  having  access  to  a  computer 
modem  may  call  (800)  841-8476, 
ext.  100  to  request  that  a  copy  of 
the  leader’s  guide  be  sent  by  fax. 

Issues  <S  Ethics  With  Jim  Hartz 
airs  on  the  Faith  &  Values  Channel 
Fridays  from  8:30  to  9  p.m.  (East¬ 
ern  Time),  beginning  Oct.  7.  It  is  re¬ 
peated  Saturdays  at  12:30  a.m.  and 
Sundays  at  6  p.m.  (Eastern  Time). 


Jesus,  the  very  thought  of  thee 
With  sweetness  fills  the  breast ; 

But  sweeter  far  thy  face  to  see, 

And  in  thy  presence  rest. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

No  one  knows  who  wrote  this 
700-year-old  Latin  hymn  of  adora¬ 
tion-addressed  to  Jesus. 

Bernard  of  Clairvaux,  a  devout 
mystic  who  lived  in  the  12th  centu¬ 
ry,  is  sometimes  named  as  author  of 
the  original  42  stanzas.  This  is  ques¬ 
tioned  by  some  who  point  out  that 
the  best  manuscripts  were  found  in 
England  and  seem  to  be  the  work  of 
an  Englishman  writing  in  Latin. 

Edward  Caswall  made  his  English 
translation  in  1 849,  two  years  after 
he  left  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of 
England  and  joined  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

A  skillful  translator  of  Latin 
hymns,  Caswall  produced  almost 
200  English  hymn  translations. 

(  “Jesus,  the  Very  Thought  of 
Thee”  is  quiet,  devotional  and 
abounding  in  adoration  and  love 


History 
of  Hymns 

for  Jesus  Christ. 

One  can  imagine  a  monk  in  his  pri¬ 
vate  predawn  devotions,  quietly  ex¬ 
pressing  his  love  for  the  Lord  in  these 
lines.  Hopes  and  joy  are  to  be  found 
in  Jesus,  for  those  who  know  him. 

The  hymn  is  sung  to  the  tune  St. 
Agnes,  composed  for  the  text  in 
1866  by  John  B.  Dykes.  He  named 
the  tune  for  a  1 3-year-old  Christian 
girl  martyred  in  Rome  on  Jan.  21, 
304. 

A  beautiful  girl,  Agnes  had  re¬ 
fused  marriage,  saying  that  she 
could  have  no  spouse  but  Jesus 
Christ.  Her  rejected  suitor  exposed 
her  as  a  Christian,  and  she  was 
eventually  murdered  during  the 
persecution  of  Christians  by  the  Ro¬ 
man  emperor  Diocletian. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" Praise  to  the  Lord,  the  Almighty" 
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Needs  of  our  children 

Our  children  are  back  in  school  and  are  working  hard  to  make 
good  grades.  Your  contributions  or  purchases  of  any  of  these  items 
will  help  sponsor  a  child  this  fall. 

This  list  consists  of  supplies  and  physical  education  equipment 
needed  by  our  children. 


In  Classrooms 

Pencils 

Pens  (blue,  black  or  red) 

Rulers 

Scissors 

Notebooks  (5,  3  or  1  subject) 

3-hole  filler  paper 

Tape 

Pocket  folders 
3-ring  binders 
Index  cards 
Glue 

Color  markers 

Globe 

Calculators 

Poster  boards 

Classic  books 

Encyclopedias 

Blank  video  tapes 

Educational  Video  tapes 

Televisions 

School  furniture 


If  you  would  like  to  receive  free  issues  of  the  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  News  call  (318)  255-5020  or  mail  this  box  to  the  ad¬ 
dress  found  above. 


Yes,  I  would  like  to  begin  receiving  my  free  issues  of  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  News. 

Name: 

Address: 


Church: 


For  Physical  Education 

Volleyballs 

Basketballs 

Softballs 

Soccer  balls 

Footballs 

Kick  balls 

Bats 

Softball  gloves 
Set  of  bases 
Soccer  nets 
Basketball  nets 


o 


a 


o 


Enclosed  is  my  contribution  of  $  _ 
In  honor/memory  of 
Their  address . 

Your  name  and  address 


Cut  and  Mail  to: 

Methodist  Children’s  Home 
c/o  Development  Dept. 

P.O.  Box  929 
Ruston,  LA  71273-0929 


Share  Our  Joy 

We  need  to  begin  thinking  of 
ways  that  you  would  like  to  share 
our  joy  this  Christmas. 

Christmas  is  a  magical  and  loving 
time  at  our  Home.  It  is  our  chance  to 
show  boys  and  girls  that  have  been 
abused,  neglected  or  abandoned  that  God 
loves  them  and  so  do  we.  As  Christians,  we 
celebrate  the  birth  of  Jesus  as  God’s  greatest 
gift  to  the  world.  However,  for  many  of  our 
children,  Christmas  has  not  been  anything  to 
celebrate. 

We  need  you  to  help  us  show  this  Christ-like 
love  to  these  hurting  children. 

Individuals,  churches,  groups  or  organizations  can 
choose: 

★Angel  Tree  —  A  Christmas  tree  with  cards  that  list  per¬ 
sonal  gifts  requested  by  the  children.  The  Home  will 
work  with  you  and  assist  you  in  any  way. 

★Wish  List  —  A  complete  list  of  items  needed  for  our  pro¬ 
gram  that  will  help  us  better  serve  our  children. 

★Request  —  The  Home  welcomes  phone  calls  to  staff  mem¬ 
bers  to  discuss  your  own  ideas  or  special  needs  you  can  fulfill 
for  the  children. 

The  children  will  be  blessed  by  any  contribution  or  gift.  If  you 
have  any  additional  ideas  of  how  you  would  like  to  help  the  children, 
please  call  the  Development  Department,  3 1 8-255-5020.  A  member  of 
our  staff  will  be  happy  to  hear  from  you. 
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Conference  Center 

Financial  Campaign  Update 

Total  Pledges  $6.16  million 

Total  gifts  through  July  ’94 

Church  Gifts  received  in  August 

Clergy  Gifts  received  in  August 

Challenge  Gifts  received  in  August 

$1,394,668 

61,119 

8,629 

4,260 

Total  gifts  as  of  August  ‘94 

$1,468,676 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden 


I  have  an  open  door  appointment  policy.  Certain  days  are  set  aside 
for  visits  with  any  person  who  makes  such  a  request. 

He  was  a  name  on  the  Thursday  appointment  schedule;  an  unfamil¬ 
iar  name. 

We  exchanged  introductory  greetings.  He  sat  down  and  was  silent 
for  a  moment.  Then  he  began,  “Bishop,  I’m  here  to  talk  about  my 
church  and  my  pastor.” 

I  sighed,  sat  back  and  prepared  for  a  coming  storm. 

“We  have  a  fine  pastor  who  works  hard  and  preaches  the  gospel.  We 
have  a  growing  church  that  is  coming  alive.” 

This  witness  caught  me  off  guard.  I  had  already  “put  on  the  armor.” 
Now  I  had  to  take  it  off. 

“In  fact.  Bishop,  I’m  here  to  ask  you  to  pray  for  our  congregation 
that  we  might  be  a  better  United  Methodist  Church.” 


By  this  time  I  was  fully  awake. 

“We  only  paid  95  per  cent  of  our  apportionments;  we  need  a  class  on 
Wesleyan  doctrine;  our  leaders  need  to  know  the  Discipline  and  most 
of  all,  we  need  the  wind  and  fire  of  The  Holy  Spirit.” 

Wind  —  God’s  spirit  that  blows  where  it  will  and  gives 
direction. 

Fire  —  The  fire  of  new  birth  in  the  spirit. 

Fire  that  refines  us,  tempers  us  and  gives  us  strength. 


I  gladly  joined  my  visitor  as  we  held  hands  and  together  prayed  for 
the  Wind  and  Fire  to  consume  The  United  Methodist  Church. 


Sager-Brown  training  session 
to  give  VIM  vital  information 


A  Volunteers  in  Mission 
Training  Session  Oct.  28-30  at 
Sager-Brown  Center  for  Enabling 
Ministries  promises  to  be  infor¬ 
mative  as  well  as  time  of  fellow¬ 
ship,  Sarah  Schoeffler  reports. 

A  variety  of  workshops  are 
planned  to  prepare  volunteers  for 
jobs  they  will  be  undertaking. 

•  Cynthia  Harvey  of  the  Texas 
Conference  will  talk  to  youth  di¬ 
rectors  about  setting  up  mission 
trips  for  youths.  She  also  will  tell 
about  the  youth  group  in  Texas 
called  the  UM  Army. 

•Campus  ministers  and  col¬ 
lege-age  students  will  meet  with 
Rev.  Roger  Templeton.  Confer¬ 
ence  director,  youth  and  campus 
ministries,  who  will  advise  them 
about  spring  break  mission  proj¬ 
ects  including  the  Belize  Mis¬ 
sions. 

•  Ray  and  Delaine  DeHainaut, 
Peace  with  Justice  Educators, 
will  speak  about  their  experi¬ 
ences  in  the  mission  field  in  Lat¬ 
in  America  and  describe  cultural 
differences  volunteers  might  en¬ 
counter. 

•RV  Campers  are  invited  to 
hear  Harold  and  Ruth  Brown  of 
the  National  Camping  Method¬ 
ists,  describe  the  work  campers 
are  doing  in  missions. 

•Walter  Braswell  and  Chuck 
Wells,  Conference  coordinators 
for  Disaster  Relief,  will  speak 
about  service  opportunities 
which  result  from  storms,  floods 
and  earthquakes. 

•  Other  workshops  designed  to 
keep  volunteers  from  looking  as 


bumbling  as  the  Keystone  Kops, 
falling  all  over  each  other,  in¬ 
clude  Spirituality  in  Mission, 
Building  the  Team,  Equipment 
and  Safety,  On  Site  Organization 
and  Briefing  the  Team. 

There  will  be  Early  and  Late 
Bird  Workshops  for  persons  who 
cannot  stay  the  entire  time. 

Fulfilling  mission  experiences 
will  be  shared  during  the  Camp 
Fire  Tales  segment.  Vesper  and 
morning  devotions  are  planned. 
There  also  will  be  time  for  vol¬ 
leyball,  horseshoes,  frisbee, 
checkers  and  fellowship, 
Schoeffler  said.  South  Louisiana 
food  will  be  served. 

Reservations  should  be  made 
immediately  by  calling  Schoeffler 
or  Sue  Pugh,  318-923-4702  or 
(318)  923-4339.  Pre-registration 
is  $20  per  person  and  after  Oct. 
21  it  will  be  $30. 

Contact  the  same  persons  to 
inquire  about  the  following  na¬ 
tional  VIM  event:  Celebration 
’94  to  be  held  Nov.  11-12  at 
Church  of  the  Servant,  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City.  Twenty-nine  workshops 
will  be  conducted  by  speakers  fa¬ 
miliar  with  work  projects  in  a 
number  of  countries  and  at  do¬ 
mestic  sites. 

Six  bishops  including  Joe  Ajo 
of  Cuba  will  participate.  Dr.  Ray 
Branton,  Louisiana  Conference 
member  who  is  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  will  speak  about  “The  USA: 
Opportunities  at  Home.” 

Some  scholarships  are  avail¬ 
able  for  the  latter  event. 


Join  a  remote  island  mission 


The  Alaska  Workshop  this  past  sum¬ 
mer  was  the  sixth  sponsored  by  Ruston 
District.  Twenty-five  volunteers  repre¬ 
sented  seven  districts  and  1 3  churches. 

Plan  now  to  be  a  part  of  a  summer 
1995  project  slated  by  First  UMC, 
Shreveport.  The  work  camp  will  be  on  a 
small,  remote  island.  Coco  Key,  Bocas 
de  Toros,  Panama.  Leader  is  to  be  Rev. 
Augie  Aamodt,  who  has  led  58  projects 
in  Alaska  and  Central  America. 

Participants  will  build  a  church  for  a 
small  group  of  Indian  Methodists  on 
the  island  and  help  with  health  and  den¬ 
tal  problems. 

Interested  adults  may  contact  Rev. 


Augie  Aamodt,  First  UMC,  P.  O.  Draw¬ 
er  1567,  Shreveport,  LA  71165-1567. 

Violence  alternatives 

First  UMC,  Berwick,  where  Rev.  Bar¬ 
bara  Duke  is  pastor,  will  host  Ray  and 
Delaine  DeHainaut  at  the  10:30  a.m. 
worship  service  Sunday,  Oct.  2.  The 
couple  will  meet  with  area  church  youth 
at  4  p.m.  to  talk  about  “Christian  Alter¬ 
natives  to  Violence”  and  end  the  day 
with  worship  at  6  p.m.  On  Oct.  3  they 
will  meet  with  Berwick  junior  and  se¬ 
nior  high  schools’  Christian  club,  In¬ 
sight. 


Work  begins  on  Conference  Center  lake  and  dam 


Work  was  started  this  month  on  for  the  lake  and  dam  area,”  Dr. 
the  building  of  a  30-acre  lake  and  Harvey  Williamson,  project  coordi- 
the  dam  area  of  the  Louisiana  Con-  nator,  said.  “Cut  and  fill  areas  will 
ference  Center  at  Woodworth.  be  done  by  the  contractor  as  well  as 

Dr.  Tom  Matheny  of  Hammond,  the  dam  earth-work  erosion  protec- 
chair  of  the  center’s  board  of  trust-  ‘ion,  spillway  and  drainage  cutoff 
ees,  announces  the  signing  of  a  con-  'yaU  a‘„ the  dam  and  the  bnd«e  over 
tract  with  M.  Matt  Durand  Inc.  of  the  spillway. 

St.  Martinville,  for  the  construction  ^be  wor*<  is  expected  to  be  com- 
of  the  lake  and  dam.  pleted  within  90  days  from  Sept.  1 . 

Williamson  said  the  contractor 
The  project  has  been  designed  by  j,as  m0ved  in  heavy  equipment  for 
Louis  J.  Capozzoli  and  Associates,  j}lc  j0b  and  has  made  substantial 
geotechnical  engineers  of  Baton  headway  toward  the  clearing  of  the 
Rouge,  in  conjunction  with  the  ar-  land  and  removal  of  trees, 
chitects  for  the  entire  project,  Bur-  ,\  contract  for  building  the  first 
ron,  Heinberg  and  Brocato  of  phase  is  expected  to  be  signed  in  the 
Alexandria.  near  future  and  work  will  begin 

“The  building  of  a  30-acre  lake  shortly  on  construction  of  the  lodges 
will  include  clearing  and  grubbing  and  the  multi-purpose  building. 


Members  throughout  Louisiana  who  have  been  anxious  for  work  on 
the  Conference  Center  to  begin  will  be  pleased  to  see  the  photo 
above  of  the  heavy  equipment  at  work  clearing  an  area  to  make 
way  for  the  lake  and  dam.  The  Center  grounds,  already  beautiful 
with  seasonal  colors,  will  be  enhanced  by  the  30-acre  lake. 


College  students  look  for  a  'lift' 


College  students  discussing  a  plan  to  create  a  state-wide  organiza¬ 
tion  are,  FROM  LEFT,  John  Des Latte,  Traci  Mitchell,  Kisha  Green 
and  Charlene  Edwards. 


Renewal  of  campus  ministry 


While  other  college  students  were 
getting  their  last  chance  to  catch  the 
summer  rays  over  the  Labor  Day 


Julie  Betz,  LSU  student,  maps  out 
plans  for  a  campus  ministry 
gathering  sponsored  by  Louisi¬ 
ana  Intercollegiate  Faith  Team 
(L.I.F.T.). 

Singles 
to  gather 
in  Lafayette 

Singles  from  around  the  state  have 
been  invited  to  attend  the  XI  Annual 
Singles  Conference  Oct.  7-9  at  Asbury 
UMC,  Lafayette.  Terry  Hershey,  author 
and  nationally-rec¬ 
ognized  speaker 
will  be  the  keynot¬ 
er,  Rev.  Scott  Bull¬ 
ock,  associate 
pastor  of  Asbury, 
announces. 

“Intimacy: 

Building  Healthy 
Relationships”  is 
the  theme.  Among 
Hershey’s  books  is 
Intimacy:  The  Terry  Hershey 
Longing  of  Every  Human  Heart. 

The  conference,  for  persons  of  all  de¬ 
nominations,  will  begin  with  registra¬ 
tion  Oct.  7  at  6:30  p.m. 

A  dance  featuring  The  Fabulous  Boo¬ 
gie  Kings  will  be  held  in  the  church  gym 
on  Saturday,  Oct.  8. 

Registration  is  $25  if  made  immedi¬ 
ately  and  is  $30  after  Sept.  ,30.  Make 
checks  or  money  orders  payable  to  As¬ 
bury  UMC  and  mail  to  Asbury  UMC, 
Singles  Conference,  101  Live  Oak 
Blvd.,  Lafayette  LA  70503. 


weekend,  several  Louisiana  stu¬ 
dents  were  gathering  to  discuss 
plans  to  organize  a  state-wide  stu¬ 
dent  movement. 

Meeting  at  The  Uniting  Campus 
Ministries  Building  at  LSU  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  students  representing  a 
number  of  campus  ministry  sites 
called  for  a  “renewal  in  campus 
ministry.” 

The  students  First  heard  from  the 
Rev.  Doug  deGrafTenried  who  has 
been  chairing  a  study  group  to  dis¬ 
cuss  a  Conference-wide  campus 
ministry  merger  with  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  (U.S.A.).  He  told 
students,  “The  demise  or  rejuvena¬ 
tion  of  campus  ministry  is,  to  a 
large  degree,  dependant  on  you  . . . 
So,  think  big  and  act  boldly!” 

Reflecting  on  that  charge,  students 
adopted  a  plan  of  action  that  in¬ 
cludes  the  creation  of  a  state-wide  or¬ 
ganization  that  would  “use  Christ’s 
model  of  leadership  as  we  seek  re¬ 
newal  in  our  campus  ministries.” 

Rev.  Roger  Templeton,  Confer¬ 
ence  director,  youth  and  campus 
ministries,  believes  this  to  be  the 
beginning  of  a  very  important  ele¬ 
ment  of  campus  ministries.  “If  we 
are  to  seek  true  renewal  for  our 
ministries  to  the  university,  we 
must  look  deep  into  the  hearts  of 
those  who  will  be  impacted  most  by 
our  ministries:  the  students.” 

The  group  decided  to  draft  a  pro¬ 
posal  to  the  Louisiana  Conference 
and  the  Presbytery  of  the  Pines  and 
the  Presbytery  of  South  Louisiana 
seeking  official  recognition  by  those 
bodies.  They  also  elected  interim 
officers  and  decided  to  tentatively 
call  the  group  the  Louisiana  Inter¬ 
collegiate  Faith  Team  (L.I.F.T.). 

Monroe/Ruston  speaker 

Dr.  William  K.  McElvaney,  author 
and  professor  emeritus  of  preaching 
and  worship,  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  will  present  two  lectures,  “Liturgy 
for  Life”  and  “Discerning  Spirituality” 
for  the  Monroe/Ruston  Clergy  Confer¬ 
ence  Monday,  Oct.  3,  at  10  a.m.  in 
Hope  UMC,  Monroe.  On  Sunday,  Oct. 
2,  he  will  speak  at  Epps  UMC  as  World 
Communion  Sunday  is  observed.  He 
also  will  conduct  a  seminar  that  day  at  4 
p.m.  in  St.  Paul’s  UMC,  Monroe. 


New  'Dimensions  for  Living'  book 


Marilyn  B.  Oden's  devotions 
aren't  just  for  grandmothers 


Arriving  from  Abingdon  Press  to¬ 
day  was  a  new  crop  of  books.  In¬ 
cluded  as  part  of  the  Dimensions  for 
Living,  one  of  my  favorite  series, 
was  a  lovely  volume  of  365  Medita¬ 
tions  for  Grandmothers.  Among  the 
five  Christian  grandmothers  who 
wrote  the  books’  meditations/devo¬ 
tions  for  a  year  was  Marilyn  Brown 
Oden.  (You  don’t  have  to  be  a 
grandmother  to  enjoy  this  book!) 

Those  of  us  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  will  find  much  that  is  famil¬ 
iar.  For  instance,  one  meditation 
begins,  “Upon  entering  a  small 
church  in  Berwick,  La.,  my  eyes 
were  drawn  to  the  beautiful  para- 
ments  . . .  After  worship,  I  met 
Kathleen,  who  told  me  she  had 
made  the  paraments  in  memory  of 
her  deceased  husband.” 

The  Oden's  grandchildren 

Some  of  the  devotions  center 

Foundation 
initiates 
Bishop's  Club 

The  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion  of  Louisiana  announces  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  a  Bishop’s  Club. 

The  club  will  be  comprised  of  in¬ 
dividual  clergy 

A\  and  laity  who 

iMm  r— a  wish  to  demon¬ 
ic  1 1  The  strate  support  for 

1 1  Bishops  the  foundation’s 

’  U  QuB  mission  by  mak- 

ing  a  gift  of  $250 
or  more  to  sup¬ 
port  its  administrative  needs. 

This  year  the  foundation  is  to 
sponsor  the  First  Annual  Bishop’s 
Club  dinners.  They  will  be  held  Oct. 
16,  17  and  23  in  Alexandria, 
Shreveport  and  New  Orleans,  re¬ 
spectively. 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  will  be 
the  featured  speaker  at  all  three  din¬ 
ners. 

Persons  interested  in  attending 
one  of  the  dinners  may  call  the 
foundation  office,  504-346-1535, 
no  later  than  Oct.  7. 


upon  visits  with 
the  Oden  chil¬ 
dren  and  with 
their  grandchil¬ 
dren,  Chelsea, 
age  4,  Sarah,  2, 
and  Nathan,  1 . 

In  one,  Chelsea 
says,  “Grand- 
mom  you  are  my 
best  friend”  and 
Oden  writes,  “My 
heart  did  a  grandmother  meltdown.” 
In  another,  Sarah,  “smiled  and  said, 
Mimi.”  We’ll  expect  more  about  new- 
arrival,  Nathan,  in  future  volumes. 

Oden,  who  wrote  a  book  about 
Russia,  Land  of  Sickles  and  Crosses 
penned  some  devotions  in  this  cur¬ 
rent  book  that  center  around  Ekate¬ 
rinburg  and  our  Russian  friends. 
Many  people  who  met  Galina  Dra- 
chyova  upon  her  visit  to  Louisiana 
and  Nashville  will  be  touched  with 
the  meditation  in  which  the  author 
mentions  the  murder  of  Galina’s 
son  and  the  history  of  violence  in 
Ekaterinburg. 

The  writer  focuses  on  shared  ex¬ 
periences  with  her  husband,  Bishop 
William  Oden.  In  one  she  begins, 
“It  had  been  a  day  of  college  memo¬ 
ries  —  holding  hands  with  my  hus¬ 
band,  Bill,  and  walking  once  again 
beside  Theta  Pond,  sitting  together 
for  a  moment  in  the  chapel  where 
we  became  engaged  . . .” 

New  Orleans  sunrise 

She  describes  a  sunrise  in  the 
French  Quarter  of  New  Orleans  and 
the  way  it  “hugged  the  cross  on  St. 
Louis  Cathedral  before  shining  on 
anything  else.” 

She  continued,  “Inside  the  old  ca¬ 
thedral  is  a  holy  place  of  beauty.  I 
recalled  a  life-impacting  experience 
there  when  the  bells  tolled  from  the 
steeple  and  my  husband,  Bill,  knelt 
before  the  altar  —  the  first  time  in 
history  a  Methodist  bishop  was  con¬ 
secrated  in  a  Roman  Catholic  ca¬ 
thedral.” 

The  delightful  book  of  devotions 
($12)  may  be  ordered  from  Cokes- 
bury. 

—  Dotty  Bagbey 


Marilyn  Brown 
Oden 


October  Conference  Calendar 

1  Worship  Workshop:  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  10  a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

2  World  Communion  Sunday 

3  Clergy  Professional  Day,  Hope  UMC,  Monroe,  10  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m. 

6  Conference  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  Headquarters 

Bldg.,  Baton  Rouge,  10  a.m. 

6- 7  Louisiana  Christian  Educators  Fellowship  Fall  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers 

7- 8  Disabilities  Seminar,  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria 

8  Conference  Board  of  Laity  Meeting,  Newman  UMC,  Alexandria,  9  a.m. 

8- 9  Singles  Conference,  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 

13-15  Quest  for  Quality  Seminar,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
13-16  Cursillo  No.  42,  Tall  Timbers 

1 5  UMW  District  Elected  Leaders  Training,  First  UMC,  Pineville 

1 6  Laity  Sunday 

18-19  Cabinet  Meeting 

22  Conference  Youth  Serving  Ministries,  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  10  a.m. 

22  Conference  Special  Ministries  Fall  Committee  Meeting,  Newman 
UMC,  Alexandria,  10  a.m. -2  p.m. 

23  Good  Samaritan  Observance 

29  Tri-District  (Baton  Rouge,  New  Orleans,  North  Shore) 

Local  Church  Healing  Ministries  Workshop,  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  10  a.m. 

28-30  VIM,  Sager-Brown  Center  for  Enabling  Ministries,  Baldwin 

30  Disability  Awareness  and  Advocacy  Sunday 
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Faith  forum 


Wanted:  Leaders  to  BE  the  church 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  MICHAEL  CLEMENTS 

Like  their  1992  predecessors,  some  1,000  lay  and  clergy  men  and  women  will  be  elected  delegates  to 
the  1996  General  Conference.  Their  first  responsibility  is  to  be  a  body  that  truly  emulates  the  life 
and  teachings  of  Jesus  before  they  act  on  behalf  of  the  Body  of  Christ  (see  related  editorials  at  left 
and  below). 


If  you’re  thinking  about  what 
you  would  like  the  church  to  be  in 
the  21st  Century,  you  could  do 
worse  than  consider  the  following: 

“. . .  The  figure  who  remains 
was  baptized  by  John,  preached 
the  kingdom  of  God,  healed  the 
sick,  relied  on  striking  aphorisms 
and  parables,  indiscriminately 
consorted  with  those  deemed  ‘sin¬ 
ners’  and  was  executed  by  Roman 
authorities  for  reasons  difficult  to 
ascertain.” 

This  historical  reconstruction  of 
Jesus  is  from  Leander  Keck,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  biblical  theology  at  Yale 
Divinity  School.* 

Although  he  didn’t  set  out  to  do 
so,  we  think  he  has  offered  a  chal¬ 
lenging  but  viable  future  for  the 
church.  Within  those  phrases  lie  re¬ 
minders  not  only  of  the  One  we 
claim  to  follow  but  also  the  aspects 
of  his  life  on  earth  which  the  church 
at  its  best  emulates  and,  at  its  worst, 
ignores  or  even  dishonors. 

Dr.  Keck’s  image  challenges  one 
to  ask: 

f  Where  is  the  church  for  the 
21st  Century  which  will  attract 
and  nurture  genuine  disciples 
through  baptizing,  preaching, 
teaching  and  healing? 

Where  is  the  church  that  uses 
words  and  symbols  creatively  to 
present  the  message  of  God’s  grace 
through  Jesus  Christ  in  ways  that 
reach  people  of  all  cultures  and  of 
both  sexes? 

/  Where  is  the  church  that  will 
associate  with  undesirables  and 
risk  derision,  persecution  and 
even  execution  at  the  hands  of  civ¬ 
il  authorities? 

•/  Where  is  the  church  that  will 
live  in  community  as  a  model  of 
care  and  wellbeing  for  all  people? 

Responsibility  for  taking  these 
questions  seriously  on  behalf  of  all 
United  Methodists  will  lie  heavily 
with  some  1,000  lay  and  clergy  men 
and  women  who  within  eight 
months  will  be  elected  delegates  to 


Editorials 

the  1996  General  Conference,  the 
church’s  global  legislative  assembly. 

It’s  not  too  early  for  any  United 
Methodist,  lay  or  clergy,  to  identify 
candidates  for  those  elections  who 
have  a  vision  and  a  reach  broad 
enough  to  think  beyond  merely 
where  the  church  seems  to  be  go¬ 
ing  and  to  focus  on  where  the 
church  needs  to  be  going. 

Where  the  church  seems  to  be 
going  these  days  is  in  a  direction 
concerned  with  issues  that  ulti¬ 
mately  are  temporal  and  second¬ 
ary.  Efforts  such  as  studies  of 


structure  (see  related  letter  at 
right)  and  plans  to  move  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
from  New  York  (see  UMR,  Sept. 
23)  foster  the  impression  that  by 
altering  our  order  we  will  clarity 
our  mission. 

By  contrast,  the  questions  en¬ 
gendered  by  Dr.  Keck’s  image 
point  toward  what  the  church 
needs:  regeneration,  revival,  refor¬ 
mation,  renewal,  recommitment. 

These  needs  urgently  require 
that  we  choose  leaders  who  will 
seek  first  to  BE  the  church  worthy 
of  the  name  and  example  of  Jesus 
Christ.  These  choices  must  begin 
in  the  selection  of  each  congrega¬ 


tion’s  lay  memberfs)  of  annual 
conference  and  continue  through 
the  elections  of  General  Confer¬ 
ence  legislators. 

It  is  absurd  to  expect  the  church 
to  be  radically  reformed  by  dele¬ 
gates  to  a  two-week  event  in  1 996. 

Nonetheless,  we  contend  that  the 
first  duty  of  these  1,000  delegates  is 
to  remember  who  they  have  been 
elected  to  be,  before  they  begin  to 
do  the  work  of  the  church.  In  this 
manner,  they  cannot  help  but  act  in 
their  legislative  capacity  as  if  they 
truly  follow  the  One  to  whom  they 
profess  to  belong. 

•Excerpted  from  The  Christian 
Century.  Aug  24-31.  1994. 


Members  must  match  ideals  asked  of  leaders 


Our  expectations  of  1996  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  legislators  (see  re¬ 
lated  editorial  above)  will  be 
authentic  only  if  we  who  are  not 
delegates  make  similar  demands 
of  ourselves  as  Christians. 

■  We  must  pray  unceasingly — 
starting  now — for  the  delegates  to 
discern  God’s  will  for  our  church. 


■  We  must  help  them  discover 
God’s  plan  for  our  church  by  mak¬ 
ing  our  own  prayerful,  thoughtful 
and  respectful  contributions  to  the 
decision-making  process  via  peti¬ 
tions  and  letters. 

■  We  must  remember  whenever 
divergent  views  are  discussed  that 
we  are  all  part  of  the  Body  of 
Christ.  Loving  one  another  despite 


our  differences  testifies  to  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  a  God  who  loved  us 
enough  to  send  Jesus  Christ  to 
atone  for  our  brokenness. 

Most  of  all,  we  mustn’t  allow  the 
events  of  the  1996  General  Con¬ 
ference — or  any  other  church 
meeting — to  cause  us  to  lose  faith 
and  leave  the  church. 

What  may  seem  through  our 


limited  human  perception  to  be  a 
defeat  could  very  well  be  a  tool 
God  can  use  to  bring  about  God’s 
will  for  the  church. 

As  Paul  assures  us  in  Romans 
8:28: 

“We  know  that  all  things  work 
together  for  good  for  those  who 
love  God,  who  are  called  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  purpose”  (NRSV). 


I  affirm  spiritual  support  of ' the  connection' 


By  LONNIE  D.  BROOKS 

Five  years  ago  I  wrote  in  this  news¬ 
paper  challenging  the  legitimacy  of 
placing  the  United  Methodist  connec- 
tional  system  higher  in  priority  than 
the  congregation,  even  though  the 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline 
defines  the  Annual  Conference  as 
the  basic  body  of  the  church. 

Without  diminishing  the  validity 
of  my  challenge,  I  would  like  to  bear 
personal  witness  to  the  value  of 
“the  connection.” 

.  In  May  I  retired  from  active  em¬ 
ployment  as  an  oil  exploration  geo¬ 
physicist  after  almost  31  years. 
Puring  the  time  I  worked  as  a  geo¬ 
physicist  I  was  required  as  part  of  the 
job  to  move  many  times,  despite  the 
fact  that  I  was  with  the  same  employ¬ 
er  throughout  the  entire  period. 

Blessing,  hardship 

'  The  need  to  move  from  place  to 
place  pursuing  a  career  can  be  a 
blessing  in  that  it  affords  one  the 
opportunity  to  meet  people  and  ex¬ 
perience  things  that  a  more  station¬ 
ary  job  would  preclude.  However 
there  are  sometimes  hardships  and 
trials  that  are  involved,  as  well. 

In  1986  the  oil  industry  was  mid- 


My  Witness 


Lonnie  D. 

Brooks  is  a 
member  of  Cast 
Anchorage 
(Alaska)  United 
Methodist  Church 
(Alaska  Missionary 
Conference). 


way  through  one  of  the  most  perva- 
sive  contractions  it  has  ever 
experienced.  Those  of  us  involved 
in  exploration  were  vulnerable  to 
being  victims  of  reductions  in  force, 
relocations  and  task  redefinitions. 

My  wife  Adriana  had  established 
herself  as  a  teacher  in  the  Anchor¬ 
age  School  District  of  Alaska  when 
we  got  the  word  that  my  job  would 
be  in  Houston,  Texas. 

(A  good  friend  tried  to  cheer  me 
up  by  telling  me  that  in  the  oil  busi¬ 
ness  there  are  only  two  things  cer¬ 
tain — death  and  Texas.) 

With  things  in  the  industry  in 
such  a  chaotic  and  uncertain  state, 
we  decided  that  I  would  go  to  Hous¬ 
ton,  Adriana  would  stay  in  Anchor¬ 


age,  and  we  would  get  together  as 
often  as  our  schedules  would  per¬ 
mit,  wherever  they  would  permit. 

One  thing  that  has  remained  con¬ 
stant  in  my  peripatetic  life  has  been 
the  church,  and  more  specifically, 
with  one  short  exception,  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  Anytime  we  have 
made  a  move,  we  have  looked  for, 
and  found,  a  new  church  home  as 
one  of  the  priority  tasks  of  moving. 

That  was  especially  important  to 
me  as  I  moved  alone  to  Houston  af¬ 
ter  being  half  of  a  couple  for  20  years, 
yet  still  not  being  single  in  the  legiti¬ 
mate  sense  of  that  word.  I  praise  God 
for  God’s  gift  of  the  connectionalism 
that  characterizes  United  Method¬ 
ism,  which  in  the  midst  of  great 
change  conveys  to  one  a  sense  of  sta¬ 
bility  and  similarity. 

I  also  praise  God  that  I  was  led  to 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Sugar  Land,  Texas,  a  suburb  of 
Houston.  The  people  of  that  congre¬ 
gation  welcomed  me,  loved  me,  and 
nurtured  me  through  the  eight-year 
period  that  Adriana  and  I  were  re¬ 
quired,  off  and  on,  to  live  in  two 
households. 

I  can't  say  enough 

I  can’t  say  enough  good  things 


about  the  professional  ministry  of 
that  growing  church. 

Will  Reed  literally  met  me  at  the 
door  my  first  Sunday  and  helpfully 
directed  me  to  a  Sunday  School  class. 
Keith  Whitaker  accepted  me  as  a 
friend  and  served  me  as  he  did  many 
others  as  pastor  and  guide.  Denise 
Lightle  helped  me  think  through 
United  Methodist  issues  and  inspired 
me  with  her  persistent  faith  in  God’s 
sovereignty.  David  Lanagan  bade  me 
farewell  even  as  he  praised  my  ser¬ 
vice  as  a  lay  member  of  the  Texas 
Annual  Conference. 

Now  upon  my  retirement  I  have 
moved  back  full  time  to  Anchorage 
and  home  with  Adriana.  And  my 
praise  for  “the  connection”  goes  on 
as  East  Anchorage  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  has  welcomed  me  back. 
May  God  continue  to  bless  God’s 
work  that  is  our  church. 


What  others 
are  saying 

“Our  most  ordinary  experiences 
touch  upon  issues  of  such  immense 
depth  that  can  only  be  considered 
religious. . . .  The  small  things  of  ev¬ 
eryday  life  are  no  less  sacred  than 
the  great  issues  of  human  exis¬ 
tence.” 

— Author  Thomas  Moore  in  his 
book.  The  Care  of  the  Soul. 

*  *  * 

“Prayer  is  an  ongoing  process;  we 
don’t  master  it,  we  don’t  ‘arrive.’ 
We  become  available  to  God  and 
we  enter  a  loving,  joy-filled — some¬ 
times  anxious  and  frustrating — but 
an  ongoing,  developing  love  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God.  And  that  is 
prayer.” 

— Theology  professor  Richard  J. 
Foster,  Wichita,  Kan. 


RonaJd  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
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UMC  ’72  restructure 
changed  its  nature 


With  Alice  in  Wonderland,  that’s 
where  United  Methodism  is,  as  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  has 
organized  a  32-person  forum  to 
make  structural  suggestions. 

No  wonder  some  of  its  members 
are  perplexed. 

The  restructuring  of  1972  created 
a  United  Methodist  Church  differ¬ 
ent  from  all  of  its  preceding  bodies. 
What  had  been  modestly  structured 
ecclesiastical  bodies  were  made  a 
thorough  bureaucracy.  The  nature 
of  the  church  was  changed. 

The  most  universally  acknowl¬ 
edged  bad  decision  was  the  creation 
of  the  Council  on  Ministries.  These 
councils  have  not  worked  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  churches,  in  the  annual  confer¬ 
ences  or  in  the  national  church. 
Ironically,  this  Council  is  organiz¬ 
ing  a  review  of  church  structures. 
The  inmates  have  taken  over  the  in¬ 
stitution. 

It  would  be  humorous  if  it  were 
not  so  serious.  United  Methodism  is 
in  trouble  in  part  because  of  the  di¬ 
sastrous  1972  restructuring.  General 
Conference,  not  one  of  the  boards, 
needs  to  have  a  new  look,  especially 
at  the  bureaucracy,  with  the  most  ex¬ 
pert  help  they  can  muster. 

Thomas  A.  Langford 

Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina 

Profound  appreciation 

I  wanted  to  express  my  profound 
appreciation  for  the  article  “  ‘Geo- 
logian’  says  humans  have  become 
victims  of  their  own  folly”  found  in 
the  Sept.  16  UMR  special  report, 
Population,  Environment,  Con¬ 
sumption  and  YOU. 

For  the  past  10  years,  I’ve  been 
trying  to  articulate  exactly  what  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Berry  says  so  elo¬ 
quently  in  the  space  of  this  one  re¬ 
vealing  article. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  bringing 
this  man’s  philosophy  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  your  readers.  You’ve  done 
us  all  a  great  service,  and  I  can  only 
hope  Father  Berry’s  logic  will  pre¬ 
vail  as  society  re-evaluates  human¬ 
ity’s  place  and  responsibilities 
within  the  natural  world. 

Shannon  Lowry 
Georgetown,  Texas 

What  a  contrast! 

What  a  contrast  there  is  between 
the  special  report,  Population,  Envi¬ 
ronment,  Consumption,  and  YOU 
and  Michelle  Brisendine’s  letter  in 
the  Sept.  16  issue! 

Ms.  Brisendine  argues  that  the 
decline  of  the  European  population 
is  the  result  of  people  living  longer 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

than  they  used  to,  rather  than  a  high 
birth  rate.  On  this  basis  she  argues 
that  birth  control  is  unnecessary. 
Then  she  equates  birth  control  with 
abortion  and  claims  the  Cairo  con¬ 
ference  is  a  front  to  “pave  the  way 
for  ‘abortion  on  demand.’  ” 

Populations  do  not  grow  because 
people  live  longer,  but  because 
more  people  have  more  children, 
who  in  turn  have  yet  more  children, 
and  so  on. 

Abortion  is  far  from  the  only 
means  of  population  control.  One 
thing  the  church  can  do  is  simply  to 
continue  its  historic  opposition  to 
sex  outside  of  marriage  to  reduce 
the  rate  of  illegitimacy  that  causes 
much  of  the  population  growth  in 
the  United  States. 

Thomas  Lee  Boles 
Alamogordo,  New  Mexico 

Cause  for  concern 

A  letter  titled,  “Pray  for  Cairo 
meeting,”  in  the  Sept.  2,  1994  issue 
of  the  Reporter  should  be  a  concern 
to  all  Christians. 

The  writer,  Walter  Waymeyer, 
unabashedly  calls  for  all  Christians 
to  pray  for  “the  successful  cessation 
of  our  collective  bent  to  overpopu¬ 
late  the  world.” 

Rather  than  praying  for  one  more 
way  in  which  we  can  usurp  the  will 
of  God,  let  us  pray  that  God  will 
show  us  ways  in  which  we  can  care 
for  and  share  with  those  whom  he 
alone  has  given  the  right  to  inhabit 
this  planet  now  and  for  the  future. 

Peter  B.  Thompson 
Attica,  New  York 

Let's  pursue  this 

I  was  encouraged  by  the  editorial 
"Seekers  and  believers  need  one  an¬ 
other”  (see  UMR ,  Sept.  9). 

Believers  sharing  their  beliefs  and 
faith  with  the  seekers.  John  Wesley 
formed  a  group  of  people  called 
“faith  sharing.”  They  got  together 
once  a  week  and  shared  their  faith 
stories.  It  strengthened  their  faith 
and  some  people  were  even  con¬ 
verted.  “Where  two  or  three  are 
gathered  in  my  name,  there  will  I  be 
also.” 

Let’s  pursue  it.  Even  one  person 
can  make  a  difference. 

Lorraine  Godar 
Westmont,  Illinois 


"That's  a  lovely  mountainscape,  pastor,  but  shouldn't  you 
add  some  trees,  a  lake,  and  maybe  some  c/ouds?” 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Therefore  do  not  worry,  saying, 
‘What  will  we  eat?’  or  ‘What  will  we 
drink?’  or  ‘What  will  we  wear?’  . . . 
But  strive  first  for  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  his  righteousness,  and  all 
these  things  will  be  given  to  you  as 
well.”  (NRSV) 


Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Matthew  5:9) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct  2 

Sunday:  Psalms  25 
Monday:  Psalms  26 
Tuesday:  Job  1 : 1 
tVednesday:  Job  2 : 1  - 1 0 
Thursday:  Hebrews  1:1-4 
Friday:  Hebrews  2:5-12 
Saturday:  Mark  10:2-16 


BILLUSTRATIONS 
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Scarritt-Bennett  Center 
Nashville,  Tennessee 
Nov.  27  -30,  1994 


Experience  global  gospel  commu¬ 
nity  in  song,  study  and  worship. 


Leaders  include: 
•Raquel  Achon 
•Tom  Colvin 
•Melva  Coslen 
•Heather  Murray  Elkins 
•Ludmila  Garbuzova 
•Per  Harling 
•Hartmut  Handt 
•Marilyn  Hofstra 
•Ivor  Jones 


•  ST  Kimbrough,  Jr. 

•  Sun  Kyune  Lee 
•Jane  Marshall 

•  Patrick  Matsikenyiri 

•  George  Mulrain 

•  Pablo  Sosa 

•  Rena  Yocom 
•Carlton  R.  Young 


An  opportunity  for  United  Methodists 
interested  in  worship,  music  and  liturgy 
to  share  in  global  witness  through  song. 
Register  prior  to  October  11,  and  save 
$50!  Fee  is  $295.  After  October  11, 
$345. 

For  more  information,  write  to:  AMAZING  GRACE 
'94,  Scarritt-Bennett  Center,  1008  19lh  Ave.,  S., 
Nashville,  TN  37212-2166.  Tel.  615-340-7500. 

Sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  Scarrill-Bennelt  Center. 
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RUSSIANS  APPLY:  The  four-year-old 

Russian  United  Methodist  Church,  with  IS 
congregations  and  some  1,800  members,  has  ap¬ 
plied  for  membership  in  the  World  Methodist 
Council.  The  council’s  executive  committee 
was  expected  to  approve  that  application  along 
with  those  from  the  Free  Methodist  Church  of 
Canada  and  The  Methodist  Church  in  Puerto 
Rico  during  its  meeting  Sept.  27  in  Tallinn, 
Estonia.  Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor  heads 
United  Methodist  work  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union. 

JOURNALIST  HONORED:  Betty 

Thompson,  a  United  Methodist  and  an  inter¬ 
nationally  recognized 
church  journalist,  received 
the  William  B.  Lipphard 
Award  for  distinguished 
service  in  religious  journal¬ 
ism  during  a  Sept.  16  lun¬ 
cheon  in  New  York.  Given 
by  the  Associated  Church 
Press  in  honor  of  its  first 
executive  director,  the 
award  singles  out  those  who  perform  their 
journalistic  contributions  with  “unusual  dis¬ 
tinction,  courage  or  integrity.”  Ms.  Thompson 
is  public  relations  director  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  She  is  the 
fourth  person  to  receive  the  award  since  it  was 
established  in  1966. 

CLOSE  THE  GAP:  United  Methodist 

deaconesses  and  home  missionaries,  all  in¬ 
volved  in  service  ministries  in  their  respective 
communities,  heard  about  money  at  their  recent 
national  convocation.  “Money  is  never  the 
whole  problem,”  said  the  Rev.  Paul  Dirdak,  a 
San  Francisco  pastor,  “but  it  is  an  excellent 
way  to  discuss  lots  of  problems  and  how  we  re¬ 
late  to  one  another.”  In  his  address,  Mr.  Dir¬ 
dak,  president  of  the  National  Division  of  the 
churchwide  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  called 
for  closing  the  gap  between  giver  and  receiver. 

UNICEF  SUPPORT:  United  Methodists 

are  being  asked  to  support  educational  projects 
being  launched  by  UNICEF,  the  U.N.  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Fund,  according  to  a  senior  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  UNICEF’s  U.S.  Committee.  Speaking 
to  a  group  of  United  Methodists  Sept.  20, 
Joseph  Pollack  said  that  UNICEF  is  dedicating 
October  to  education  about  its  programs  and 
about  the  state  of  the  world’s  children.  A  pilot 
project  promoting  the  rights  of  children  world¬ 
wide — “Kids  Helping  Kids” — also  is  being 
launched  in  20  to  25  school  districts. 

CAMP  DONATED:  A  200-acre  horse 
farm  valued  at  $1.3  million  was  donated  to 
Camp  Tanako  near  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  by  the 
Horace  C.  Cabe  Foundation  of  Texarkana,  Ark. 

The  United  Methodist  Little  Rock  Annual 
Conference  camp  will  sell  the  farm,  using  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  build  a  multipurpose  family-life  cen¬ 
ter  and  administration  complex. 

MUSICIAN  HONORED:  Aibin  c. 

Whitworth,  professor  of  church  music  at  As- 
bury  Theological  Seminary  in  Wilmore,  Ky., 
and  director  of  music  at  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  has  received  the 
Standard  Panel  Award  of  the  American  Society 
of  Composers,  Authors  and  Publishers 
(ASCAP)  for  the  10th  consecutive  year  for 
contributions  to  U.S.  music. 

WRITER  WINS  $250:  The  Rev.  Flor¬ 
ence  Fisackerly  Brooks  of  Richmond,  Va.,  a 
1994  graduate  of  Wesley  Theological  Seminary 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  received  the  $250  Women 
in  United  Methodist  History  Writing  Award 
from  the  General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  for  her  paper  “Burning  Bushes:  An  Ex¬ 
ploration  of  the  Role  of  Virginia  Methodists  in 
the  Education  of  Women  in  the  19th 
Century.” 

PEACE  LEADER  DIES:  The  Rev.  Daniel 

N.  Corrigan,  an  Episcopal  bishop  who  support¬ 
ed  the  rights  of  women  to  be  ordained  priests, 
died  Sept.  21  at  his  home  in  Santa  Barbara, 
Calif.  He  was  93.  He  was  also  active  in  dem¬ 
onstrations  against  the  war  in  Vietnam. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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United  Methodist  aid  to  Haiti 
will  wait  until  it's  safe  to  go, 
says  relief  agency  executive 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 


United  Methodists  anxious  to 
return  to  Haiti  to  continue  mis¬ 
sion  projects  are  advised  to  wait  a 
few  weeks  until  church  leaders  can 
work  through  their  national  crisis, 
say  officials  of  the  church’s  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“We  know  that  thousands  of 
United  Methodists  are  ready  to 
jump  on  a  plane  and  help  Haiti 
immediately,”  said  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  R.  Lutgen,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief.  “But  what 
many  people  don’t  understand  is 
if  they  go  now,  they  put  [Haitian] 
Methodist  leadership  at  risk. 

“If  we  show  up  on  their  door¬ 
step,  ask  to  see  what’s  going  on  in 
Haiti  and  leave,  the  next  night 
the  police  will  come  and  hurt 
more  people,”  Dr.  Lutgen  con¬ 
tinued. 

Team  will  go 

“As  soon  as  Haitian  Method¬ 
ists  are  ready  for  us,  a  Global 
Ministries  team  will  travel  to 
Haiti  to  assess  the  needs  and  re¬ 
institute  many  of  the  programs  in 
Haiti.  Then  we  will  announce 
that  it’s  safe  to  send  mission 
teams  again.” 

The  Rev.  Keith  D.  Rae,  staff 
executive  for  the  Latin  America/ 
Caribbean  Office,  has  kept  in 
contact  with  leaders  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  the  Caribbean 
and  the  Americas  throughout  the 
Haiti  political  crisis.  The  Haiti 
District  is,  organically,  a  part  of 
that  church. 

All  relief  mission  efforts  in 
Haiti  will  be  coordinated  through 
the  Rev.  Moise  Isidore,  who  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  Haiti 
District  Sept.  1.  He  replaces  the 
Rev.  Fede  Jean  Pierre. 

Emergency  planning 

From  the  time  President  Clin- 
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PORT-AU-PRINCE,  Haiti— A  Haitian  woman  prays  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  Cathedral  in  Port-au-Prince.  The  Rev.  Kenneth  R.  Lutgen, 
chief  executive  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
said  that  the  agency  is  aware  that  United  Methodists  are 
primed  to  come  to  the  aid  of  Haitians  like  this  women,  but  ac¬ 
tion  too  soon  would  put  Haitian  Methodist  leaders  at  risk  (see 
accompanying  story). 


ton  announced  plans  for  the  in¬ 
vasion  of  Haiti  by  U.S.  military 
forces  to  the  announcement  of 
the  end  of  Haiti’s  present  mili¬ 
tary  regime,  UMCOR  has  pre¬ 
pared  for  emergency  mission 
work  in  Haiti. 

Preparations  are  alsobeing 
made  to  send  container'  ship¬ 
ments  of  food  and  other  needed 


supplies.  Dr.  Lutgen  said  the  sup¬ 
plies  will  be  used  for  such  minis¬ 
tries  as  a  childrens’  hot  lunch 
program  and  the  Grace  Method¬ 
ist  Hospital  in  Port-au-Prince. 

Churches  can  begin  to  assist 
this  effort  by  calling  the  UM¬ 
COR  toll  free  number  at  (800) 
554-8583.  Financial  gifts  can  be 
made  to  Advance  No.  418325-5. 


Hispanic  UMs  ask  government, 
church  for  action  on  Cuba,  Haiti 


FLORIDA  STRAITS— A  Cuban 
refugee  comforts  her  child  on 
the  deck  of  the  U.S.  Coast 
Guard  cutter  after  being 
picked  up  from  a  makeshift 
raft  in  the  Flordia  Straits.  The 
United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Hispanic  Ministries  wants 
access  to  Cuban  refugees  at 
Guantanamo  Bay. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodists  and  the 
U.S.  government  are  being  called 
upon  by  the  denomination’s 
Committee  on  Hispanic  Minis¬ 
tries  to  continue  to  seek  solutions 
to  the  crises  surrounding  Haiti 
and  Cuba. 

In  a  resolution  approved  prior 
to  the  negotiated  transfer  of  pow¬ 
er  and  landing  of  U.S.  troops  in 
Haiti,  the  committee  asked  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  in¬ 
crease  immediate  humanitarian 
assistance  to  the  people  of  Haiti. 

The  request  is  being  directed 
to  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
boards  of  Global  Ministries  and 
of  Church  and  Society,  as  well  as 
to  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

Those  groups  are  also  asked  to 
work  ecumenically  to  develop 
long-term  plans  to  improve  liv¬ 
ing  conditions  in  Haiti  and  to  in¬ 
crease  refugee  assistance  and 
resettlement  efforts. 

Want  to  be  let  in 

The  resolution  calls  on  the 
U.S.  government  to  allow  church 
workers  access  to  Haitian  refu¬ 
gees  at  the  Guantanamo  Bay  de¬ 
tention  center  in  Cuba  and  to 


The  United  States 
should  allow  church 
workers  access  to 
Cuban  refugees,  the 
committee  stated. 


increase  efforts  at  humanitarian 
assistance  in  Haiti. 

Regarding  Cuba,  the  commit¬ 
tee  called  upon  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  to  repeal  the  Cuban 
Democracy  Act  of  1992,  which 
strengthened  the  embargo 
against  Cuba,  along  with  recent 
travel  restrictions  "that  prevent 
the  normal  working  relationship 
between  religious  communities 
in  Cuba  and  the  United  States.” 

The  United  States  should  re¬ 
sume  normal  diplomatic  rela¬ 
tions  with  Cuba,  the  committee 
stated,  and  allow  church  workers 
access  to  Cuban  refugees  at 
Guantanamo. 

Pointing  to  General  Confer¬ 
ence  resolutions  in  favor  of  lift¬ 
ing  the  U.S.  economic  embargo 
and  restoring  normal  relations 
with  Cuba,  the  committee  asked 
the  same  United  Methodist 
groups  to  advocate  for  these  poli¬ 
cy  changes. 


Central  ordering 
number  still  just  talk 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 
Associate  Editor 

In  spite  of  a  quarter-century 
of  discussions  around  a  cen¬ 
tral  ordering  system  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  resources — for 
example,  an  800  telephone 
number — there  is  neither  a 
central  ordering  system  nor 
plans  to  implement  one. 

But  the  idea  is  taking  root. 

The  churchwide  communi¬ 
cations  advisory  committee 
has  discussed  central  ordering 
since  1980.  One  of  that 
group’s  first  concerns  was  to 
initiate  a  central  ordering  sys¬ 
tem,  centralized  catalogs  and 
even  some  kind  of  central  dis¬ 
tribution. 

Two  years  ago,  General 
Council  on  Ministries  staff 
member  Donald  L.  Hayashi 
was  assigned  to  coordinate  a 
central  ordering  task  force. 

Mr.  Hayashi  recently  told 
the  Reporter  that  a  question¬ 
naire  about  central  ordering 
was  mailed  this  summer  to  the 
church’s  general  program 
agencies. 

The  questionnaire  should 
begin  to  show  what  is  feasible, 
says  Mr.  Hayashi. 

Once  the  questionnaires  are 


tabulated,  a  plan  can  be  draft¬ 
ed,  says  Gary  Bowen  of  the 
church’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

He  said  he  hopes  to  finish 
his  share  of  the  proposal  this 
fall  and  said  a  central  ordering 
plan  needs  to  be  drafted  by 
January. 

Mr.  Hayashi  says  a  central 
ordering  task  force  will  be  se¬ 
lected  soon  by  the  program 
boards  and  agencies. 

Mr.  Bowen  envisions  a  cen¬ 
tral  ordering  system  estab¬ 
lished  and  maintained  by  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  which  already  uses  an 
ordering-delivery  system. 

He  also  said  he  feels  that  a 
churchwide  central  ordering 
system  would  need  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  a  major 
provider  of  resources. 

Mr.  Hayashi  says  other 
questions  to  be  answered  in¬ 
volve  technologies,  a  central 
ordering  telephone  number, 
copyright  laws,  subscription 
rates  and  available  resource 
materials. 

In  the  meantime,  resources 
and  information  are  available 
from  the  numbers  listed  below. 


-|1  (800)  UMC? 


The  1995  United  Methodist  Program 
Calendar  lists  the  following  toll-free  numbers. 

Address  Line:  1  (800)  874-3211 

To  find  mailing  address  of  a  United  Methodist  church,  clergy  person  or 
diaconal  minister. 

Centrolit/Cokesbury  Customers:  1  (800)  672-1789 

To  order  curriculum  materials  and  resources  including  Spanish- 
and  Korean-language  materials. 

Curric-U-Phone:  1  (800)  251-8591 

For  people  who  wish  to  ask  questions  or  receive  counsel  about  United 
Methodist  curriculum  resources. 

EcuFilm:  1  (800)  251-4091 

For  video  and  audio  resources  for  use  by  churches. 

InfoServ:  1  (800)  251-8140 

For  United  Methodists  needing  information  on  the  church,  provides 
current  church  data  and  information  about  resources. 

Mission  Line:  1  (800)  862-4246 

For  persons  with  official  mission  responsibility  in  the  local  church,  district 
or  conference  with  questions  concerning  any  part  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  Also  for  persons  with  questions  concerning  current 
missionaries,  or  about  becoming  a  United  Methodist  missionary. 

Pension  and  Health  Benefits: 

1  (800)  851-2201  for  elegy  serving  local  churches. 

1  (800)  851-4401:  for  clergy  serving  beyond  the  local  church  or  lay 
employees  serving  general  boards  or  agencies. 

1  (800)  356-3736:  for  lay  employees  serving  UM-related  employers. 

1  (800)  792-7729:  for  persons  enrolled  in  HealthFlex. 

Relocation  Center:  1  (800)  624-4130 

To  report  names  and  addresses  of  United  Methodists  who  are  moving 
to  a  new  location  so  that  they  may  be  contacted  by  a  church  in  their 
new  neighborhood. 

UMCOR  Hotline:  1  (800)  841-1235 

For  up-to-the-minute  recorded  information  on  current  disasters  and  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief's  involvement. 

UM  Development  Fund:  1  (800)  862-8633 

For  members  and  congregations  who  would  like  to 
invest  in  the  growth  of  the 
church.  The  fund  provides 
first  mortgage  loans 
to  churches. 


_ CLASSIFIED _ 

PRESIDENT  METHODIST  MISSION  HOME,  a 
multi-service  ministry  in  San  Antonio.  Texas,  is  ac¬ 
cepting  resumes  for  the  position  of  President  With¬ 
in  the  purpose  and  mission  established  by  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  this  position  is  responsible  for  leading 
the  Home's  service  programs:  maternity  and  adop¬ 
tion  and  vocation  rehabilitation  for  persons  who  are 
deaf.  Methodist  Mission  Home  has  a  staff  of  80. 
Qualifications:  Must  have  substantial  administrative 
experience  including  program  administration,  fiscal 
management,  staff  development,  physical  plant 
management,  and  public  information  and  develop¬ 
ment  Must  be  able  to  wort:  dosdy  with  United 
Methodist  churches  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico.  Ap¬ 
ply:  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Jim  Ozier,  Chair,  Search 
Committee,  Trietsch  Memorial  UMC,  6101  Moniss 
Road,  Flower  Mound,  TX  75028.  Methodist  Mis- 
sion  Home  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer.  • 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  wanted  to 
assume  responsibilities  for  youth  ministry.  Contact: 
Ron  Overcash,  Pastor,  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  52  16th  Ave.,  NW,  Hickory.  NC  28601 . 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  TO  direst  a 
comprehensive  music  program  (including  instru¬ 
ments  and  handbells)  for  a  United  Methodist 
Church.  (Organ  not  required)  Competative  salary 
including  pension.  Please  send  resume  to:  SPR 
Committee,  University  United  Methodist  Church, 
2416  W.  Berry  SL,  Ft  Worth,  TX  761 10. _ 

HALF-TIME  ASSISTANT  TO  MUSIC  Minister. 
Skills:  bells,  children,  youth.  Resumes:  Dub  Shep¬ 
herd,  KUMC,  1799  Woodland  Hills,  Kingwood, 
TX  77339-1405.  (713)358-2137. _ 


Cairo  participants  say 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodists  closest  to  the 
Sept.  5-13  United  Nations  confer¬ 
ence  on  population  and  develop¬ 
ment  in  Cairo,  Egypt,  say  anyone 
interested  in  population  issues  must 
look  beyond  abortion  squabbles 
and  listen  to  the  needs  of  women. 

“Almost  unanimously,  women 
from  developing  countries  were 
completely  exasperated  by  the  pro¬ 
cess  and  the  emphasis  on  abortion," 
said  Kolya  Braun.  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  executive  for  the  church’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Ms.  Braun  said  she  heard  from  a 
Bolivian  woman,  for  example, 
about  critical  health  problems  fac¬ 
ing  indigenous  women  in  her  coun¬ 


try.  This  includes  a  lack  of  medical 
care  and  facilities,  domestic  vio¬ 
lence  and  discrimination  in  general. 

Ms.  Braun  also  cited  how  another 
Global  Ministries  representative  in 
Cairo,  the  Rev.  Robert  Nelson  of 
Logansport,  Ind.,  and  some  women 
participants  put  together  a  docu¬ 
ment  calling  upon  the  conference  to 
put  the  “D”  (for  “development”) 
back  into  the  mix  in  place  of  the 
emphasis  on  abortion. 

For  Jane  Hull  Harvey,  an  execu¬ 
tive  for  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  the 
most  moving  moment  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  was  finding  that  two  of  her  for¬ 
mer  students  from  the  University  of 
Japan  were  leading  the  discussion  at 


women's  needs  must  be  put  first 


"Almost  unanimously,  women  from  developing 
countries  were  completely  exasperated  by  the 
process  and  the  emphasis  on  abortion." 

— Kolya  Braun 


an  Asian-sponsored  event. 

Her  daughter — Kathryn  Harvey, 
a  physician  at  Natividad  Medical 
Center  in  Salinas,  Calif. — attended 
the  conference  and  conveyed  the  ur¬ 
gency  she  felt  about  the  need  for  a 
workable  population  policy. 

Ms.  Harvey  called  the  policy 
adopted  by  the  conference  “a  new 
compass  for  the  world”  and  said  she 
thinks  it  is  workable. 

With  this  document,  the  U.N. 


conference  in  Cairo  became  the 
first  to  address  population  policy  in 
terms  of  general  health  care  and  the 
empowerment  of  women  to  make 
choices  in  their  lives. 

“When  the  status  of  women  and 
children  is  respected  and  protected 
and  education  is  fostered,  popula¬ 
tion  growth  slows,”  she  said. 

The  conference  document  said 
that,  with  education,  good  health 
care  and  information  and  a  wide 


choice  of  contraceptive  methods,  the 
world’s  population  could  be  stabi¬ 
lized  at  7.25  billion  by  the  year  2015. 

Suzanne  Paul,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist,  represented  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  relief  agency  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  U.S.A.,  at  a  forum  of  nongov¬ 
ernmental  agencies  which  ran  con¬ 
currently  with  the  U.N.  conference. 

Ms.  Paul  said  the  issue  of  popula¬ 
tion  extends  beyond  reproductive 
questions.  She  said  many  representa¬ 
tives  she  talked  with  expressed  the  be¬ 
lief  that  governments  must  institute 
formal  policies  and  programs  on  is¬ 
sues  of  aging  because  individual  fam¬ 
ilies  can  no  longer  handle  the  needs  of 
a  growing  elderly  population. 
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Faith 

-  connections 

CHANGE  INSURANCE:  The  United 
Methodist  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  at  its  Sept.  16  meeting  equal¬ 
ized  health-insurance  costs  and  coverage  for 
United  Methodist's  bishops  with  those  of 
churchwide  agency  staff,  effective  Jan.  1.  The 
new  plan,  which  includes  cost-saving  “man¬ 
aged  choice”  options,  allows  bishops  to  phase 
in  payments  for  dependent  coverage. 

VOTE  JOINT  MINISTRY:  Mt.  Vernon 
Place  United  Methodist  Church  and  the  Chi¬ 
nese  Community  Church,  both  in  downtown 
Washington,  have  voted  to  continue  in  joint 
ministry  after  a  six-month  trial.  Conversations 
which  began  in  March  1993  between  the 
young,  growing  Chinese  church  and  the  adult, 
mostly  white,  United  Methodist  congregation 
resulted  in  some  combined  services  and  the 
six-month  trial. 

BEST  NEWSLETTERS:  Twelve  United 

Methodist  congregations  have  been  cited  in  the 
Circuit  Rider  Newsletter  Contest  as  the  best  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Awarded  first 
prizes  according  to  categories  were:  Mt.  Car¬ 
mel  UMC  in  Parkton,  Md.  (under  200  mem¬ 
bers);  St.  James  UMC  in  Sarasota,  Fla. 
(200-500  members);  St.  Paul’s  UMC  in  Ithaca, 
N.Y.  (500-1,000  members)  and  Asbury  UMC 
in  Allentown,  Pa.  (over  1 ,000  members).  The 
contest  was  judged  by  the  Rev.  Keith  I.  Pohl,  a 
former  editor  of  Circuit  Rider. 

UNIQUE  TO  FACULTY:  United 
Methodist  related-Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver  has  secured  its  first  Jewish  woman  to 
teach  New  Testament  and  other  Christian 
writings.  Doctoral  candidate  Pamela  Eisenbaum 
has  been  named  assistant  professor  of  biblical 
studies  in  Christian  origin,  beginning  in  Janu¬ 
ary.  She  took  her  first  non-credit  New  Testa¬ 
ment  course  from  Iliff  professor  Dennis 
McDonald  while  studying  at  Colorado  State 
University. 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED:  Volunteers  are 

still  needed  in  a  variety  of  locations  where  nat¬ 
ural  disasters  have  occurred.  To  volunteer  in 
Georgia,  call  Jim  Dutrow  at  (800)  257-5674.  In 
western  Florida  and  southern  Alabama,  call 
Nancy  Ross  at  (800)  223-4474.  In  Missouri, 
call  Beth  Simpson  at  (800)  399-7878.  In  north¬ 
ern  Alabama,  call  Kimberly  Gura  at  (205)  237- 
1782.  In  Miami,  call  Lynette  Fields  at  (305) 
251-3351.  For  general  information  about  vol¬ 
unteer  work,  call  (800)  918-3100. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  HERBERT  LANGE 

HUNTSVILLE,  Ala. — United  Methodist  the  Rev.  Herbert  Lange 
crosses  the  Double  Iron  man  finish  line,  completing  what  most 
people  would  consider  an  impossible  feat — a  36-hour  endur¬ 
ance  race.  A  former  missionary,  Mr.  Lange  says  his  interest  in 
the  sport  was  sparked  by  a  member  of  his  congregation  (see 
accompanying  story). 


'Double  Iron  man'  pastor  runs 
the  good  race  in  his  pulpit,  too 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Like  Caleb  in  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  who  conquered  a  mountain 
at  the  age  of  85,  there’s  an  “iron 
man”  in  a  United  Methodist  pul¬ 
pit  in  Florida  who  recently 
achieved  international  distinc¬ 
tion  while  claiming  his  own  per¬ 
sonal  pinnacle. 

The  Rev.  Herbert  Lange,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  the  2,200-member 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Tarpon  Springs,  Fla.,  complet¬ 
ed  a  “double  iron  man  triatha- 
lon”  held  over  Labor  Day 
weekend  in  Huntsville,  Ala. 

He  is  believed  to  be  the  first 
clergyman  worldwide  to  finish 
such  a  race. 

One  of  his  best  friends,  the 
Rev.  Richard  Rohr,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Bradenton,  Fla.,  about  75 
miles  south  of  Tarpon  Springs, 
summarized  the  astonishment  of 
many  of  Mr.  Lange’s  acquain¬ 
tances  that  he  would  attempt 
such  a  feat. 

“We’re  building  retirement 
homes  next  to  each  other,”  said 
Mr.  Rohr,  who  was  Mr.  Lange’s 
college  roommate.  “I  told  Herb  to 
be  careful,  because  1  didn’t  want 
to  end  up  without  him  on  that 
mountain  in  North  Carolina.” 

36-hour  race 

According  to  Nancy  Sheppard, 
who  directs  the  competition  and 


A  “double  iron  man" 
triathalon  requires 
athletes  to  complete  a 
4.8-mile  swim,  a  224- 
mile  bike  race  and  a 
52.4-mile  run. 

whose  husband,  Ray,  is  its  founder, 
a  “double  iron  man”  triathalon  re¬ 
quires  athletes  to  complete  a  4.8- 
mile  swim,  a  224-mile  bike  race 
and  a  52.4-mile  run. 

Furthermore,  these  events 
must  be  completed  consecutively 
without  a  break  over  a  36-hour 
period. 

The  Huntsville  event,  now  10 
years  old,  is  considered  the 
“grandfather”  of  other  “double 
iron  man”  races  held  in  such  far- 
flung  sites  as  Belgium,  Japan  and 
Mexico,  Mrs.  Sheppard  said. 

Mr.  Lange,  57,  completed  the 
event  in  33'/!  hours.  He  was  the 
third  oldest  man  to  finish  out  of 
nearly  40  competitors. 

A  former  missionary  in  the  Pa¬ 
lau  Islands  of  the  North  Pacific, 
Mr.  Lange  told  the  Reporter  that 
his  interest  in  the  sport  was 
sparked  by  the  lay  leader  of  the 
Tarpon  Springs  congregation, 
opthamologist  James  Gill. 

Dr.  Gill,  60,  is  well  known 
among  Christian  athletes  for  hav¬ 
ing  pioneered  the  “iron  man”  en¬ 
durance  events  in  the  late  1970s. 


These  gave  rise  to  the  “double 
iron  man”  and  a  “triple  iron 
man”  held  recently  in  France. 

Dr.  Gill  also  competed  in  the 
Labor  Day  race,  finishing  two 
places  ahead  of  Mr.  Lange. 

“Jim  told  me,  ‘Every  man  has 
to  peak  at  something,’  ”  said  Mr. 
Lange.  “We  started  exercising  to¬ 
gether  five  years  ago.” 

The  pastor  said  he  trained  for 
a  year  to  enter  the  Double  Iron 
Man  event. 

“It’s  pretty  strenuous,"  he  said 
modestly.  “It’s  a  discipline  and  a 
commitment. 

"Regardless  of  how  old  you  are 
you  can  accomplish  something. 
God  gave  us  good  bodies,  and  if 
you  work  at  it  you  can  achieve — 
as  long  as  you  keep  your  focus.” 

Strenuous  exercise,  job 

His  current  regimen  of  regular, 
strenuous  exercise  and  healthy 
eating — “no  more  steaks” — has 
benefitted  his  congregation,  as 
well.  He  directs  a  $  1  -million 
church  budget  and  a  full-time 
staff  of  20  people  that  includes 
four  associate  pastors  specializ¬ 
ing  in  ministries  to  children, 
youths,  adults  and  senior  adults. 

“I  make  about  50  pastoral  calls 
a  week;  everybody  on  my  staff 
does,”  Mr.  Lange  said.  “Ministry 
is  hard  work,  so  I  must  work  j 
hard. 

“The  Lord  has  been  very  gra¬ 
cious  to  me.” 


Native  American  caucus  marks  gains,  notes  concerns 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAN  DIEGO,  Calif. — Signifi¬ 
cant  gains  in  presence  and 
strength  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  were  noted  during  a  re¬ 
cent  Native  American  caucus 
meeting  in  San  Diego. 

United  Methodists  now  are 
more  aware  of  Native  American 
concerns  than  in  the  past,  said  35 


representatives  to  the  26th  annu¬ 
al  meeting  of  the  churchwide  Na¬ 
tive  American  International 
Caucus. 

They  came  from  five  denomi¬ 
national  regions  and  the  church’s 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference. 

The  Rev.  Sam  Wynn,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  N.C.,  executive  director  of 
the  caucus,  applauded  several 


projects  with  Native  Americans 
in  the  denomination’s  68  U.S. 
annual  (regional)  conferences,  in¬ 
cluding  a  churchwide  compre¬ 
hensive  ministry  plan,  a  new 
facsimile  network  for  linking  Na¬ 
tive  American  congregations, 
and  increasing  receipts  for  schol¬ 
arships  through  the  denomina¬ 
tionwide  observance  of  Native 
American  Awareness  Sunday. 


Caucus  members  celebrated 
increased  understanding,  but 
several  issues  surfaced  about  the 
church’s  commitment  to  Native 
American  presence  in  the  church, 
including: 

/  a  dearth  of  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  ministries  in  areas  with 
known  Native  American  com¬ 
munities; 

f  lack  of  commitment  by 


some  high-level  church  leaders  to 
empowering  Native  Americans; 

/  the  effect  of  corporate- 
church  “downsizing”  on  staff 
with  Native  American  project 
portfolios;  and 

•f  concerns  that  church  mem¬ 
bership  statistics  may  underre¬ 
present  Native  American 
membership. 


a)  Rev.  Janet  5.  Richardson 

United  Muhooim/W.  Michigan 


nJRev.  Craig  A.  Carter 

United  Methodist/Alabama-W.  Fla. 


Beeson  International  / 

_y Center  lor  Biblical  Preaching 

and  Pastoral  leadership  is  pleased  to  I 
announce  the  1994-95  class  of  Beeson  \ 
Pastors.  This  select  group,  which  repre-  \ 

sents  a  cross-section  of  states,  seminaries 
and  denominations,  possesses  exceptional 
preaching  and  leadership  potential.  AIhtvc  all, 
these  women  and  men  earnestly  desire  a  deep¬ 
er,  more  dynamic  relationship  with  God. 

During  an  intensive  year  of  study  and  train¬ 
ing  on  the  beautiful  Asbury  Seminary  campus, 
the  Beeson  Pastors  will  complete  the  necessaiy 
coursework  toward  a  doctor  of  ministry  degree. 
Mentoring  and  training  will  be  provided  by  a 
(acuity  with  a  wealth  of  preaching,  leadership 
and  spiritual  formation  expertise.  Field  experi¬ 
ences  at  some  ol  the  most  dynamic  churches  in 
the  country  will  provide  interaction  with 


1  4  ■  •  <  \  pastors  and  stall  members  who  are 

v  1  putting  theory  into  practice!  In  addition, 

^ \  I  Beeson  Pastors  will  benefit  from  personal 

M  /  consultation  with  leading  resource  per- 

/  sons  and  also  grow  through  the  creative 
/  insight  of  their  peer  group. 
j/  Our  new  facilities  are  equipped  with 

cutting-edge  technology.  Our  mission  is  to 
The  Beeson  Pastor  equip  ministers  to  lead  the  Church  into  the 
program  is  a  21st  century.. .and  beyond.  To  learn  more 

powerful  witness  to  about  the  Beeson  Center  and  the  Beeson 
Asbury's  commit-  Pastor  program,  call  the  Asbury  Seminary 
men!  to  send  well-  Admissions  Office  today  at  1-800-2- AS  BURY, 
trained,  Spirit-filled, 

culturally  sensitive _ 

evangelistic  leaders  ASBURY 

into  the  world.  VljH  THEOLOGICAL 

-  Dr.  Mnie  D.  Dunnam  W  I  m  Seminary 

President  204  N.  Lexington  Avc.  •  Wllniorc,  KY  40390-1 199 


Methodist  mavericks  left 
mark  on  American  church 


By  JORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

MADISON,  N.J. — An  honored 
historian,  exploring  the  source  of 
U.S.  Methodism’s  independence  of 
spirit,  has  implied — without  quite 
saying  so — that  the  movement  has 
had  more  than  its  share  of  maver¬ 
icks. 

Speaking  recently  to  the  annual 
gathering  of  the  United  Methodist 
Commission  on  Archives  and  His¬ 
tory,  the  Rev.  Frederick  A.  Nor¬ 
wood  said,  “Methodist  history 
everywhere  and  always  has  been 
scored  by  these  unpredictable  bolts 
of  lightning.  They  have  left  their 
mark.” 

These  independent  spirits  may 


not  jntend  to  make  trouble,  but  of¬ 
ten  “cause  plenty  of  it,”  Dr.  Nor¬ 
wood,  a  retired  professor  of  church 
history,  said.  Generally  Methodism 
has  benefited  from  their  actions,  he 
observed. 

'Two  strong  threads' 

In  answering  the  question  found 
in  the  title  of  his  address  “Whence 
This  Maverick  Spirit?”,  Dr.  Nor¬ 
wood  cited  two  strong  threads. 

One  is  “Americanization” — the 
simultaneous,  inextricably  inter¬ 
twined  development  of  U.S.  Meth¬ 
odism  and  U.S.  society.  The  lines  of 
discipline  that  John  Wesley  estab¬ 
lished  were  stretched  and  then  re¬ 
laxed  on  the  frontier,  he  said,  and 


^ chermer’s 

Pecans 

What  a  great  way  to  raise  $450  to 
$5,000  ...  all  the  money  you  need! 


Get  ready  for  your  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  delicious 
Schermers  Specialty  Pecans!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  just  plain 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast.  They  are  a  natural  food  snack 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves.  You  are 
guaranteed  that  only 

the  very  best  of  our  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

ripened-to-per  feet  ion, 
pecans  harvested  in 
October  make  the 
grade  to  become 
SCHERMER  S  PECAN 
FUND  RAISERS 


Free  Information  -  Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

□  YES!  Our  group  Is  Interested  in  raising  money  selling 
Pecans  Please  rush  Free  information  on  how  to  sell  Pecans  for 
fund  raising. 


Your  Address 


Your  Telephone  (  ) - - - 

Dale  of  Sale _ . _  No  Members  Selling 


Return  to  Schermer's  Specialty  Pecans 
P.O.  Box  3650.  Albany,  GA  31706-3650 


94  A 


use  order  form  or  call 
1-800-841-3403 

(GA  residents  call  collect  0-912-888-1 143) 

Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

P.O.  Box  3650.  Albany.  GA  31706-3650 


Historian  Frederick  A.  Norwood 
says  John  Wesley  was  a  "reluc¬ 
tant  maverick"  who  nonetheless 
set  the  example  for  pioneers  of 
the  Methodist  church  in  America 
(see  accompanying  story). 

through  urbanization,  the  circuit 
rider  became  less  itinerant. 

“One  effect  of  Americanization 
was  the  rise  of  that  independent  in¬ 
dividualism  that  enabled  and  en¬ 
couraged  the  maverick  spirit,”  Dr. 
Norwood  said. 

A  second  factor  was  the  example 
set  by  Wesley,  a  “reluctant  maver¬ 
ick  (who)  . .  .  struggled  hard  not  to 
become  one.” 

A  highly  educated,  ordained  cler¬ 
gyman  of  the  Church  of  England, 
Wesley  never  meant  to  start  a  sepa¬ 
rate  church,  but  “compelled  by  the 
arguments  of  Scripture  and  rea¬ 
son,”  he  made  decisions  that  car¬ 
ried  the  Methodist  “movement” 
toward  separation,  Dr.  Norwood 
said. 

Need  for  communion 

Wesley  never  left  the  established 
church,  but  instituted  “singing 
hymns,  use  of  laymen,  ministry  by 
women,  extemporary  prayer,  the 
love  feast,  bands  and  classes,  and 
societies,”  Dr.  Norwood  pointed 
out.  The  former  colonists’  need  for 
the  sacrament  of  communion  ulti¬ 
mately  forced  Wesley  to  take  steps 
that  led  to  forming  an  independent 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

“With  a  maverick,  however  reluc¬ 
tant,  like  John  Wesley  as  leader, 
who  needs  anybody  else  to  stir 
things  up?”  Dr.  Norwood  said. 

And,  “what  would  Jesus  do?”  he 
asked,  adding  that  at  “the  heart  of 
the  gospel  itself’  is  perhaps  a  third 
element  in  explaining  the  actions  of 
mavericks  in  Methodism. 


Hoping 
is  trusting 
in  tomorrow 

Henry  Nouwen  is  one  of  my  favorite  writers  on  prayer  and  life  in  the 
Spirit.  He  has  these  thoughts  on  hope  in  his  book  With  Open  Hands.  I 
found  them  meaningful  and  want  to  share  them  with  you. 

Hope  means  to  keep  living 
amid  desperation 
and  to  keep  humming 
in  the  darkness. 

Hoping  is  knowing  that  there  is  love, 

it  is  trust  in  tomorrow 

it  is  falling  asleep 

and  waking  again 

when  the  sun  rises. 

In  the  midst  of  a  gale  at  sea, 
it  is  to  discover  land. 

In  the  eyes  of  another 

it  is  to  see  that  he  understands  you. 

. . .  As  long  as  there  is  still  hope 
there  will  also  be  prayer. 

. . .  and  God  will  be  holding  you 
in  his  hands. 

This  is  a  time  many  local  churches  are  planning  their  budgets  and 
translating  dreams  into  line  items.  Jurgen  Moltmann  says  that  all 
hope  is  eventually  translated  into  planning,  but  all  planning  does  not 
necessarily  spring  from  hope. 

Robert  Dale  reminds  us  that  needs  plus  resources  plus  a  vision  of  the 
Kingdom  equals  church  goals. 

I  pray  that  hope,  vision  and  needs  will  invade  your  planning  process. 


a 

my 

Bishop  William  Oden 
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Churches  hum  with  activity 
as  autumn  crispness  adds  zip 


Church  becomes  more  accessible 


Laity  Sunday  scheduled  for  Oct. 
16  will  celebrate  the  ministry  of  all 
Christians  as  their  lives  are  empow¬ 
ered  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  A  variety  of 
observances  will  mark  the  special 
day  in  local  churches. 

Fred  Loy,  Louisiana  Conference 
lay  leader,  will  speak  at  First  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  of  which  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  on  Laity  Sunday.  His  message 
will  be  “New  Mood  for  a  New  Day" 
which  he  presented  on  Sept.  25  at 
First  UMC,  Natchitoches.  He  will 
speak  on  the  same  subject  Nov.  13 
at  First  UMC,  Lafayette. 

At  First  UMC  in  Mansfield  mem- 


Around  the 

Live  Oak  UMC,  Watson,  made 
Bible  reading  more  fun  for  children 
during  the  Kids  Krusade  Fall  ’94. 
Puppeteer  “Wyatt  Slurp”  carried 
the  gospel  mail.  He  invited  volun¬ 
teers  from  the  audience  to  read 
aloud.  Everyone  repeated  Bible 
verses  for  Slurp.  Children  who 
could  recite  verses  were  given 
treats. 

A  guest  was  “Grandpa  Jones” 
played  by  Rev.  Douglas  Milliron, 
who  read  Bible  verses  aloud.  But 
while  he  was  reading  them  he  would 
fafl  asleep.  Everyone  would  then 
yell,  “Wake  up  Grandpa  Jones!” 

Other  puppeteers  participated. 
Sunday  school  teachers  were  recog¬ 
nized.  Children  and  adults  had  fel¬ 
lowship  around  a  dessert  bar  at  the 
close  of  the  special  event. 

*  *  * 

The  Fifth  Annual  Country  Club 
Arts  and  Crafts  Fair  will  be  held  at 
St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC,  1500 
Country  Club  Rd.,  Lake  Charles, 

Friday,  Oct.  14,  from  10  a.m.  to  7 
p.m.  and  Saturday,  Oct.  15,  from  9 
a.m.  to  3  p.m.  The  UMW  sponsors 
the  event  to  benefit  mission  proj¬ 
ects  including  the  Calcasieu  Wom¬ 
en’s  Shelter  and  projects  to  feed 
persons  in  need,  Melba  Stine  re¬ 
ports.  Handmade  items  from  Texas 
and  Louisiana  crafters  will  be  sold. 
The  Youth  Fund-raiser  will  be  from 
1 1  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  Oct.  15. 

*  *  * 

“An  Adventure  in  Healing  and 
Wholeness,"  will  be  held  at  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  Rev.  Bill 
Youngblood,  associate  pastor,  said 
“This  is  an  opportunity  to  learn 
more  about  the  spiritual  dimen¬ 
sions  of  the  process  of  healing.” 

Dr.  Joe  Jackson,  a  physician 
from  Gulfport,  Miss.,  will  lead  the 
weekend  event  set  for  Friday  eve¬ 
ning,  Oct.  14,  and  all  day  Saturday. 
Oct.  15,  at  the  downtown  church. 
He  has  a  powerful  personal  story 


bers  of  the  congregation  have  been 
asked  to  submit  a  favorite  passage 
of  scripture.  During  a  service  on  La¬ 
ity  Sunday  members  will  be  encour¬ 
aged  to  read  the 
the  congregation 
have  special  meaning. 

Andy  Murphy,  the  church’s  lay 
leader,  will  participate  in  the  ser¬ 
vice. 

The  pastor,  Rev.  Jack  Phelps, 
said,  “As  a  congregation  we  grow 
stronger  together  as  we  hear  the 
word  of  the  Lord  from  our  fellow 
members,  especially  when  we  hear 
how  God’s  words  have  affected  oth¬ 
ers.” 


Conference 

about  his  own  healing  to  share.  The 
sponsoring  Work  Area  on  Care  in¬ 
vites  all  interested  persons  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  To  register  call 
504-383-4777. 

*  *  * 

Our  Louisiana  UM-related  insti¬ 
tutions  of  higher  learning  continue 
to  get  good  ratings. 

Dillard  University  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  ranked  in  the  first/top  quartile 
of  Southern  Liberal  Arts  Colleges  in 
the  U.S.  News  and  World  Report 
1994  College  Guide  of  America’s 
Best  Colleges,  recently  published 
nationwide,  Robert  G.  Miller,  direc¬ 
tor,  Office  of  University  Relations, 
reports. 

Lynn  Stewart  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  of  Louisiana  mentioned  that 
Centenary  is  ranked  fifth  among  the 
South’s  regional  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  in  the  listing. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Carol  Walker,  who  was  in 
Louisiana  last  year  as  a  Peace  With 
Justice  Educator,  has  returned  to 
her  post  in  China.  She  teaches  in 
Jiangsu  Institute  of  Education  in 
Nanjing.  From  Austin,  Tex.,  Walk¬ 
er  is  among  seven  UM  ,  English 
teachers  sent  by  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches.  The  teachers  will 
serve  two  years  in  six  provinces  in 
east  and  southeast  China  through 
NCC’s  partner  agency,  Amity  Foun¬ 
dation. 


In  Memoriam 

Beulah  Franklin,  surviving 
spouse  of  Rev.  Albert  E.  Franklin, 
who  served  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference,  died  Sept.  26.  Funeral  ser¬ 
vices  were  held  Oct.  1  in  Vamado. 

Survivors  include  a  daughter, 
Joyce  Fields  of  Angie,  and  two  sons, 
Walter  E.  Franklin  of  Bogalusa  and 
Wilbert  Franklin  of  Harvey. 


With  the  inviting  new  lighted  bulletin  board  at  Douglas  UMC,  Rus- 
ton  are,  FROM  LEFT,  William  S.  Chandler,  Dorothy  and  fames 
Chandler,  T.  Durward  and  Shirley  Chandler  (she  is  seated),  Pearl 
Chandler  and  Pauline  Chandler.  Not  pictured  are  Glen  and  Pauline 
Chandler  of  Kansas.  The  board,  given  by  the  Chandler  family,  was 
dedicated  recently  in  memory  of  Willie  Dean  Chandler.  Joining 
Rev.  R.  M.  Crofoot,  pastor,  and  the  church  for  the  occasion  was  Rev. 
lames  Poole,  superintendent  of  Ruston  District. 

Youth  service:  Not  just  for  summertime 

Youth  of  First  UMC,  Lake 
Charles,  decided  it  wasn’t  enough  to 
give  one  week  during  the  summer  to 
missions  but  planned  a  year  of  ser¬ 
vice.  The  ministry  to  others  contin¬ 
ues,  Amy  G.  Wallace,  director  of 
youth,  reports. 

They  participated  in  the  first 
“Take  Stock  in  Youth”  program 
which  allowed  members  and  other 
friends  to  “buy  in”  to  missions. 

Stockholders  were  kept  informed  of 
mission  projects. 

The  youth  repaired  a  home  for  an 


elderly  man  in  north  Lake  Charles. 
Summer  mission  projects  included 
participation  in  District  LAMP  in 
which  they  repaired  homes  and  a 
mission  trip  to  Dumas  Wesley 
Community  Center  in  Mobile,  Ala., 
where  they  helped  repair  six  homes 
including  re-roofing  one  of  them. 

Upon  their  return  to  school  they 
were  asked  to  assist  in  repair  of  a  lo¬ 
cal  home.  They  have  begun  that 
project  for  a  family  they  had  for¬ 
merly  assisted  with  Thanksgiving 
and  Christmas  baskets. 


"Grandpa  Jones," 
ABOVE,,  joined  puppe¬ 
teers  including  Wyatt 
Slurp  for  Kids  Krusade 
at  Live  Oak  UMC,  Wat¬ 
son. 


Four  churches  work  at  Mountain  T.O.P. 


Autumn  is  here  but  Louisiana 
Conference  members  are  still  re¬ 
ceiving  accolades  for  mission  work 
they  did  this  past  summer  to  make 
lives  better. 

For  instance,  Mountain  T.O.P., 
outreach  ministries  for  youth  and 
adults  in  the  Cumberland  Moun¬ 
tains  of  Tennessee  report  that  87 
youth  and  adults  from  Louisiana 
put  their  faith  into  action  during 
the  summer  at  Mountain  T.O.P. 

Participants  in  ministry  were 
groups  from  Horseshoe  Drive 
UMC,  Alexandria;  Rayne  Memori¬ 
al  UMC,  New  Orleans;  St.  Timo- 
thy-on-the-North  Shore  UMC  in 
Mandeville  and  Trinity  UMC  of 
Ruston. 


The  Louisiana  mission  teams  op¬ 
erated  day  camps  for  children, 
worked  with  teens  in  workshops,  as¬ 
sisted  special  needs  children  in  vi¬ 
sual  and  performing  arts  and  did 
home  repair  for  low-income  fam¬ 
ilies. 

“The  youth  and  adults  built  the 
self-esteem  of  the  mountain  people 
and  spent  quality  time  with  them 
sharing  their  faith,  being  Christian 
role  models  for  children  and  teach¬ 
ing  them  how  to  serve  others,”  Beth 
Tuverson,  of  the  ecumenical  out¬ 
reach  project,  said. 

Mountain  T.O.P.  is  affiliated 
with  Tennessee  Conference  UMC 
dedicated  to  rural  life  ministry  in 
the  mountains. 


Dr.  C.  Gerald  Richardson,  LEFT,  superintendent  of  Acadiana  Dis¬ 
trict,  was  guest  speaker  as  Calvary  UMC,  Thibodaux,  dedicated  a 
ramp  to  make  the  church  accessible  to  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions.  Also  dedicated  was  a  plaque  naming  Calvary  a  “Meth¬ 
odist  Historical  Site."  Receiving  the  plaque  was  the  oldest  member, 
Oscar  Johnson  Sr.,  CENTER.  The  Rev.  Clifton  C.  Conrad  Sr.,  is  pas¬ 
tor.  Some  of  the  Brown-Jones-Coulon  family  members  are  pictured 
on  the  ramp. 


The  glow  from  this  summer's  youth  week  has  carried  over  into  fall 
for  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  Some  of  the  130  participants 
are  pictured  above  with  their  theme  banner.  Junior  and  senior  high 
groups  recently  raised  $235  for  the  Youth  Service  Fund  in  a  "Penny 
War."  Youth  week  activities  included  a  parents  versus  youth  soft- 
ball  game,  trip  to  Ship  Island,  service  day  to  work  around  the 
church,  lip  sync  variety  show  and  a  closing  Love  Feast  Celebration 
with  Communion.  John  Edd  Harper  is  youth  director. 


Church  people  have  more  fun  than  anyone.  Rev.  Larry  Norman  and 
the  congregation  of  Evangeline  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  listen  intently 
to  a  performance  by  Bartles  and  (aymes  (alias  Rev.  Doug  McGuire 
and  Bob  Peyton)  at  a  covered-dish  dinner  sponsored  by  United 
Methodist  Men. 


Laity  Sunday  set  to  celebrate 
the  ministry  of  all  Christians 


Keith  Blanchard  relaxes  in  the  Pumpkin  Patch  at  St.  Luke's  UMC, 
Shreveport.  This  week,  44,000  pounds  of  bright,  orange  pumpkins 
were  unloaded  on  the  church  lawn  for  a  sale  throughout  October. 
Proceeds  benefit  mission  projects  including  Habitat  for  Humanity, 
Oakwood  Home  for  Women  and  Bread  for  the  World.  The  pump¬ 
kins  were  "hand-selected"  by  15  members  who  went  to  Farming- 
ton,  N.M.  to  tour  460  acres  of  pumpkins  and  work  at  the  Navajo 
UM  Center.  St.  Luke's  pastors  are  Reverends  Sandra  and  lames 
Huber. 


Rev.  L.  John  Lo- 
cascio,  pastor 
of  Cooper's 
Chapel  near 
Loranger,  got 
members  to¬ 
gether  for  a 
work  day  re¬ 
cently.  About 
15  of  them 
painted,  fixed- 
up  and  cleaned 
the  church. 


Faith  forum 


Prosperity 
no  clue  to 
generosity 

News  flash!  A  recent  poll  reveals  that  material 
prosperity  and  a  spirit  of  compassion  may  not 
go  hand  in  hand.  Surprisingly,  some  people  ap¬ 
peared  to  be,  well,  surprised  by  such  a  finding. 

The  poll  taken  by  the  Times  Mirror  Center 
for  the  People  and  the  Press  found  that,  in  gen- 

~ - - - eral,  Americans  are 

j  1  c  more  cynical  and  less 
compassionate  than 
they  were  seven 
years  ago.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  economy  is 
expanding  and  unemployment  is  down. 

For  example,  in  1987,  71  percent  said  the  gov¬ 
ernment  should  care  for  people  who  can’t  take  care 
of  themselves,  but  that  fell  to  57  percent  this  year. 

Also,  1 994  was  the  first  year  in  which  a  majority 
of  whites  (51  percent)  agreed  with  the  statement 
that  equal  rights  for  racial  minorities  have  been 
pushed  too  far. 

“Generally  when  things  are  better,  people  are 
more  altruistic.  But  that  doesn’t  seem  to  be  the 
case  here,”  said  poll  director  Andrew  Kohut. 

Sociologically,  Mr.  Kohut  may  have  a  point. 
Theologically,  he  misses  the  mark. 

Specifically,  his  observation  reveals  a  wide¬ 
spread  misconception  about  human  nature:  name¬ 
ly,  that  humans  tend  to  be  more  generous  when 
they  have  more  to  give. 

Not  necessarily,  according  to  centuries-old 
biblical  wisdom.  In  fact,  the  exact  opposite  may 
be  closer  to  the  truth:  The  more  one  has,  the 
more  likely  he  or  she  is  to  want  to  hold  onto  it. 

Call  it  covetousness,  greed,  insecurity,  or 
plain  old  Looking  Out  for  Number  One.  What¬ 
ever,  material  wellbeing  can  tempt  one  to  think 
more  highly  than  one  ought  to  think  of  oneself 
(“Since  I  have  it,  I  must  deserve  it”).  By  the 
same  reasoning,  it  can  induce  a  less-than-chari- 
table  attitude  toward  others  (“Since  they  don’t 
have  it,  they  must  not  deserve  it.”) 

In  contrast,  our  faith  teaches  that  all  life,  in¬ 
cluding  whatever  material  prosperity  might  come 
our  way,  is  first  and  foremost  a  gift  from  God  and 
not  primarily  a  reward  for  effort  or  virtue. 

All  of  this  adds  up  to  two  points  to  remember, 
particularly  during  the  season  in  which  many 
congregations  conduct  stewardship  drives. 

First,  be  careful  about  assumptions  that  link 
one’s  capacity  to  give  to  one’s  willingness  to  give. 
Quite  often,  those  with  the  least  may  give  the 
most  in  both  relative  and  absolute  terms.  Em¬ 
phasize  that  possessions  can  tempt  one  to  suc¬ 
cumb  to  a  spirit  of  stinginess. 

Second,  regularly  remind  others  and  ourselves 
that  God,  not  we,  is  the  source  of  all  good  things. 
Rather  than  pridefully  hoarding  what  we  have, 
we  should,  out  of  gratitude,  share  generously 
our  abundance  with  others. 

Such  is  a  key  to  a  life  of  fulfillment  and  purpose 
that  eludes  the  capacity  of  mere  polls  to  reveal: 

"To  whom  much  is  given,  much  is  required" 
(Luke  12:48). 

Dancing  for  God 

"Let  them  praise  his  name  with  dancing . . . 

—  Psalms  149:3a 

Selection  of  Heather  Whitestone  as  Miss 
America  is  noteworthy  for  more  reasons  than 
because  she’s  the  first  deaf  person  so  chosen. 

In  the  words  of  her  ballet  instructor,  the  new 
Miss  America  “dances  for  God.” 

“The  first  time  I  saw  Heather  dance  a  ballet 
was  at  one  of  our  Wednesday  night  student  gath¬ 
erings,”  said  Bob  Floyd,  a 
Southern  Baptist  campus 
minister  at  Jacksonville  (Ala.) 

State  University  where  Miss 
Whitestone,  21,  is  a  junior. 

“Dancing  is  what  she  does. 

She’s  a  very  genuine  person 
and  a  deep  Christian.” 

We  believe  that  these  qual- _ _ 

ities  of  discipline,  authentic-  Heather  Whitestone 
ity  and  reverence  to  God  make  the  new  Miss 
America  someone  we  all  can  admire  and  emulate 
as  a  contemporary  Christian  heroine. 

Hearing  impaired  since  infancy,  she  uses  a 
hearing  aid,  reads  lips  and  knows  sign  language. 
She  took  therapy  to  be  able  to  speak. 

Miss  Whitestone  has  said  that  her  goal  for  her 
year’s  reign  as  Miss  America  is  to  encourage 
young  Americans  by  telling  them  that  “anything 
is  possible.” 

We  suspect,  however,  that  she  will  bear  implic¬ 
it,  if  not  explicit,  witness  to  another  message, 
namely  that  “with  God,  nothing  is  impossible.” 
That’s  a  tune  to  which  all  of  us  can  dance. 


Editorial  draws  'Focus'  response 


Thanks  to  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter  for  standing  with  us 
in  the  effort  to  promote  absti¬ 
nence  to  America’s  teen-agers. 
Allow  me  to  make  two  points 
about  your  criticism  of  our  news¬ 
paper  advertisement,  “In  Defense 
of  a  Little  Virginity”: 

1.  As  Christians,  we  know 
that  sex  is  a  gift  from  God  and 
that  it  is  a  great  blessing  in  the 
context  of  marriage.  However, 
in  today’s  world  of  sexually 
transmitted  disease,  promiscu¬ 
ous  sex  is  often  unhealthy  and 
sometimes  even  deadly.  Stating 
these  medical  facts  about  the 
prevalence  of  sexually  transmit¬ 
ted  diseases,  as  our  ad  does,  is 
not  a  scare  tactic;  it’s  reality.  If 
our  ad  is  “negative,”  it  is  only 
because  the  truth  about  the  im¬ 
pact  of  sexual  promiscuity  is 
negative. 

2.  Clearly,  immorality  has 
spiritual,  mental  and  emotional 
consequences.  Our  ad,  however, 
took  aim  at  government  policy 
and  parents — not  only  Chris¬ 
tians — who  can  affect  teen  be¬ 
havior.  The  ad  has  appeared  in 
such  newspapers  as  the  Boston 
Globe,  New  York  Times,  Chica¬ 
go  Tribune  and  USA  Today.  We 
chose  to  allow  scientific  fact  to 
speak  for  itself  with  these  read¬ 
ers  and  we  believe  it  has  had  an 
impact.  To  date,  we’ve  heard 
from  hundreds  of  parents  who 
commend  and  appreciate  our 
ad  campaign. 

We  commend  and  endorse 
positive  efforts  to  encourage  ab¬ 
stinence  such  as  the  Southern 
Baptists’  “True  Love  Waits” 
campaign.  We  have  produced 
our  own  abstinence  curriculum, 
“Sex,  Lies  &  ...  the  Truth,”  as 
a  positive  alternative  for  chil¬ 
dren.  We  do,  however,  believe 
it  is  helpful  and  necessary  to 
point  out  the  negative  side  of 
the  sexual  revolution. 

Michael  Ebert 

Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 

Editor’s  note:  Mr.  Ebert  is 
public  policy  represenative  for 
Focus  on  the  Family. 

A  clear  choice 

You  have  presented  us  with  a 
clear  choice  in  the  “Let’s  cool 
down  fiery  tongues”  editorial  of 
Sept.  9th. 

We  can  meekly  adopt  the 
“rules”  for  mixing  religion  and 
politics  as  outlined  by  the  dubi¬ 
ous  group,  People  for  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Way,  and  thus  allow  that 
group  to  dictate  how  we  are  to 


While  some  United  Methodists  gather  beds  and  sheets  for  sick  or  injured  Mozambican  chd- 

LChj?-S  h.T„»fbl'  a,read«r  contends  that  real  mission  needs  are  far  more  basic.  See  the 
letter  headlined  Medical  needs'  below. 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

fulfill  our  calling  to  proclaim 
the  word  of  God  particularly  in 
references  to  political  issues. 

Or  we  can  choose  to  be  in  the 
camp  of  such  persons  as  an 
Elijah  who  confronted  the  god¬ 
less  Ahab  and  Jezebel,  an  Amos 
who  among  other  things  referred 
to  certain  powerful  women  as 
“cows,”  a  John  the  Baptist  who 
rebuked  Herod  for  his  adultery, 
and  Jesus  whose  rhetoric  includ¬ 
ed  referring  to  religious  leaders  as 
snakes  and  hypocrites  and  refer¬ 
ence  to  Herod  as  a  fox  (the  latter 
not  intended  to  be  complimen¬ 
tary)! 

While  not  the  most  popular 
nor  politically  expedient  position 
to  take,  I  opt  to  identify  with 
those  in  the  latter  group.  They 
have  more  integrity  and  consis¬ 
tency,  not  to  mention  a  most  at¬ 
tractive  eternal  destiny! 

Clayton  D.  Harriger 

Belsano,  Pennsylvania 

Medical  needs 

Regarding  the  article  titled 
“Mozambique’s  needs  get 
church  response”  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  16),  there  are  medical 


needs  outside  the  United  States 
to  which  we  cannot  begin  to 
imagine  not  responding. 

Finding  beds  without  mat¬ 
tresses  or  sheets,  as  the  article 
said,  is  the  least  of  these  peo¬ 
ple’s  worries.  They  don’t  nor¬ 
mally  sleep  on  beds. 

Instead,  the  biggest  needs  are 
antibiotics  and  medicines  such  as 
children’s  Tylenol,  anti-diarrhea 
medicine,  vitamins,  syringes  and 
needles,  vaccines,  thermometers, 
small  examination  lights,  dose  sy¬ 
ringes,  eye  ointments;  the  list  goes 
on. 

The  important  thing  to  re¬ 
member  is  that  the  majority  of 
the  patients  will  be  children  and 
if  you  can  imagine  what  their 
ailments  are,  then  respond  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

John  C.  Pearce 

Santa  Anna,  Texas 

More  on  child  labor 

Regarding  the  Sept.  9  article 
on  the  Rev.  Pharis  Harvey  and 
his  campaign  to  abolish  child 
labor  in  India  and  other  Third 
World  countries,  there  is  anoth¬ 
er  factor  to  be  considered. 

Many  U.S.  corporations  are 
closing  factories  and  plants  in 
the  United  States  and  moving 
them  to  countries  such  as  India, 
Pakistan,  China,  etc.  Some  of 
them  are  forming  joint  ventures 


with  these  countries  under 
which  the  country  takes  over 
management  which  allows  the 
U.S.  corporation  to  turn  their 
back  while  children  and  women 
are  hired  at  below-subsistence 
wages  of  25  cents  to  35  cents  an 
hour. 

If  the  General  Agreement  on 
Tariffs  and  Trade  (GATT)  is 
passed,  this  practice  is  likely  to 
accelerate  as  more  factories  and 
plants  are  moved  from  the  U.S. 
Very  little  is  known  about 
GATT  and  its  far-reaching  im¬ 
plications. 

As  concerned  Christians  we 
can  do  two  things. 

First,  we  can  contact  our  U.S. 
representatives  and  senators  to 
let  them  know  we  support  the 
Harkin-Brown  bill  banning  im¬ 
ports  of  goods  made  by  fac¬ 
tories  and  mines  hiring 
children. 

Second,  let  them  know  we 
need  to  hear  more  about  GATT 
before  it  is  approved. 

A.  H.  Black 
Sudan,  Texas 

Address  letters  for  publication 
to  " Letters  to  the  Editor, "  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275,  or  fax  letters  to  214-630- 
0079. 


Drinking  in  true  holiness  of ' sacred '  cup 


God  brings  enlightenment  at 
the  most  unexpected — but  most 
necessary — times. 

I  was  in  the  kitchen  one  morn¬ 
ing  recently,  chatting  with  my  hus- 
band’s  brother,  Ed.  He  was 
visiting  us  in  Dallas  en  route  to  his 
new  job  in  Albuquerque,  N.M. 

Ed  came  downstairs  for  break¬ 
fast  while  I  was  still  getting  ready 
for  work.  When  I  met  him  in  the 
kitchen,  it  was  obvious  to  me 
that  he  had  grabbed  the  first  cof¬ 
fee  mug  he  found  on  the  shelf. 

He  had  no  way  to  know  that  the 
white  mug  with  its  primary-bright 
red-yellow-blue  design  was  my 
keepsake  from  the  glorious  spiritu¬ 
al  renewal  I’d  received  only  a  week 
earlier  on  a  Walk  to  Emmaus. 

He  didn’t  know  I’d  gone  to  the 
weekend  as  empty  as  that  cup, 
desperately  needing  to  be  re- 


FaithfuUy  yours 


Cynthia  B.  Astle 
is  an  Associate 
Editor  of  the  Re¬ 
porter. 


filled  with  God’s  grace  and  love. 

He  didn't  know  that  the  cup 
was  a  tangible  reminder  of  three 
days  of  late  bedtimes  and  early  ris¬ 
ings,  of  contemplative  silence  and 
vigorous  discussion,  of  prayer  and 
silly  skits  and  wonderful  surprises. 
He  didn’t  know  the  cup  represent¬ 
ed  my  renewed  commitment  to 


live  and  act  as  a  Christian. 

Ignorant  of  all  its  sacred  signif¬ 
icance,  my  brother-in-law  sat 
drinking  coffee  from  my  mug  as 
if  it  were  an  ordinary  cup! 

A  selfish  little-girl  voice  in  my 
head  petulantly  screamed  “Mine!” 
but  the  grown-up  in  me  restricted 
my  behavior.  I  gave  Ed  a  house 
key,  phone  numbers  in  case  of 
emergency  and  instructions  about 
our  family’s  two  dogs.  Then  I 
gathered  my  lunch  and  my  purse 
and  bade  him  a  cordial  farewell. 

I'd  just  raised  the  garage  door 
when  God  whacked  me  over  the 
head  with  enlightenment. 

“You  idiot,”  God  chided  in 
my  mind.  “Haven’t  you  been 
paying  attention  to  anything  you 
learned  on  your  spiritual  renewal 
weekend? 

“Things  aren’t  sacred;  what  you 


do  with  them  is  what  matters. 

“Your  ‘sacred  cup’  has  just 
served  the  sacrament  of  hospital¬ 
ity  to  your  husband’s  brother, 
who  left  his  wife  and  three  sons 
behind  while  he  makes  a  home 
for  them  in  a  new  place. 

“To  what  use  more  holy  could 
you  put  it?” 

The  insight  blinded  me  so  that 
for  a  moment  I  just  stood,  mouth 
agape.  Then  I  slapped  my  fore¬ 
head. 

“Oh,  of  course,  God!”  I  groaned 
aloud  (fortunately  the  neighbors 
had  already  gone  to  work). 

“Even  the  chalice  of  commu¬ 
nion  is  just  a  cup  until  it  conveys 
Christ’s  blood  as  a  means  of 
grace.  I  forgot;  forgive  me.” 

“No  problem,  kid,”  God  assured 
me.  “That’s  what  I’m  here  for.” 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Here  I  Stand 

We  should 
abandon 
required 
giving 

By  MORRIS  MATHIS 

I  believe  the  time  has  come  for 
us  as  a  church  to  re-evaluate  our 
approach  for  gathering  funds  in 
support  of  our  connectional  minis¬ 
try.  To  be  specific,  I  believe  we 
must  seriously  consider  abandon¬ 
ing  apportionments,  or  the  re¬ 
quired  “fair  share”  giving  system. 

It  just  doesn’t  seem  like  good 
business  for  churchwide,  confer¬ 
ence,  and  district  budgets  to  be 
established  before  local  churches 
have  the  opportunity  to  accept  or 
reject  their  apportionments. 

It  seems  rather  unfair  of  us  to 
expect  a  church  to  pay  appor¬ 
tionments  that  are,  in  part,  based 
on  membership  figures  that  have 
little  connection  with  the  number 
of  souls  that  actually  make  up  the 
life  of  that  church. 

I  think  this  system  contributes 
to  the  perception  in  our  local 
churches  that  those  who  adminis¬ 
ter  apportionment  money  are  not 
accountable  to  the  local  church 
in  any  way.  When  that  occurs, 
there  follows  a  sense  of  power¬ 
lessness  and  with  that  powerless¬ 
ness,  a  feeling  of  resentment. 

Genuinely  voluntary 

Thus  I  believe  our  general  minis¬ 
try  would  be  better  served  by  a 
genuinely  voluntary  system. 

Just  as  members  of  local 
churches  are  challenged  to  give  a 
percentage  of  their  income  back  to 
God  through  the  church,  local  con¬ 
gregations  should  be  challenged  to 
do  the  same  thing  through  the  gen¬ 
eral  church. 

The  current  system  is  not  dis¬ 
similar  to  paying  taxes.  The  church 
doesn’t  belong  in  the  taxation  busi¬ 
ness.  We  should  be  in  the  generos¬ 
ity  business.  Local  churches  ought 
to  be  challenged  to  be  generous, 
not  pay  their  taxes. 

To  me,  the  main  issues  that  face 
our  church  in  this  regard  are  ac¬ 
countability  and  empowerment.  I 
am  afraid  that  the  current  system  is 
creating  an  ever-widening  separa¬ 
tion  between  the  national  church 
and  the  local  congregation. 

Genuinely  accountable 

A  voluntary  system,  however 
structured,  has  the  potential  to 
cause  that  gap  to  disappear.  It 
could  do  so  by  helping  local  con¬ 
gregations  know  their  connection 
is  genuinely  accountable  to  them. 

Such  a  sense  of  accountability 
would  help  our  church  achieve  a 
goal  I  think  we  all  share:  a  connec¬ 
tional  ministry  that  is  a  support 
system  undergirding  the  ministry 
of  the  local  congregation,  an  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  ministry  of  the  local 
congregation  and  an  expression  of 
the  local  church’s  identity. 

I  believe  a  strong  future  for  our 
Church’s  ministry  depends  on  our 
willingness  to  give  the  ministers 
and  members  of  our  local  congre¬ 
gations  a  chance.  With  the  last 
General  Conference  before  the  new 
millennium  coming  up,  I  think  this 
will  be  a  great  time  to  do  just  that. 

The  Rev.  Morris  Mathis  is  pastor  of 
Faith  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Richmond,  Texas  (Texas  Annual 
Conference). 


What  others  are  saying  Know  your  Bible? 


‘I  believe  our  ‘doing  for’  must  first  emerge  from  our  under¬ 
standing  of  who  we  are  and  what  that  means  in  relationship  to 
whom  we  are  trying  to  help.  We  are  people  in  the  process  of  be¬ 
coming  like  the  One  who  Himself  laid  down  His  life  for  us.” 

— Keith  Wasserman,  executive  director  of  Good  Works,  a  min¬ 
istry  to  the  homeless  in  Athens,  Ohio. 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“So  if  anyone  is  in  Christ,  there  is 
a  new  creation;  everything  old  has 
passed  away;  see,  everything  has  be¬ 
come  new!”  (NRSV) 


Prayer  Helps! 
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Readings  for  week  of  Oct.  9 

Sunday:  Psalms  22:1-5 
Monday:  Psalms  22:6-1 5 
Tuesday:  Job  23:1-9 
Wednesday:  Job  23: 16-17 
Thursday:  Hebrews  4: 12-1 3 
Friday:  Hebrews  4:14-16 
Saturday:  Mark  10:17-31 
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Faith  7 
- watch 

APPEAL  FOR  BOSNIA:  A  United 
Methodist  bishop  in  Switzerland  has  made  an 

international  appeal  to 
President  Bill  Clinton  and 
U.N.  ambassador  Made¬ 
leine  Albright  to  “secure 
the  lives  of  more  than 
300,000  people  under  siege” 
in  Central  Bosnia  and  Sara¬ 
jevo.  Bishop  Heinrich  Bol- 
leter  of  the  Central  and 
Southern  Europe  Central  Bishop  Bolleter 
Conference  was  in  Bosnia  Sept.  24-26.  Visiting 
the  area  as  an  elected  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  the  bishop 
sought  to  determine  means  of  assistance  for 
persons  devastated  by  the  war.  “The  world 
community  must  no  longer  sit  back  and  watch 
how  Sarajevo  is  going  to  be  completely  de¬ 
stroyed,”  said  Bishop  Bolleter. 

GRIEVANCE  DISMISSED:  The  United 
Methodist  Northeastern  Jurisdiction  Review 
Committee  has  unanimously  dismissed  a  griev¬ 
ance  against  Bishop  Susan  Morrison  (Philadel¬ 
phia  Area).  The  grievance  by  the  Rev.  Mark 
Raines,  a  member  of  the  church’s  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  regional  conference,  said  Bishop 
Morrison  “failed  to  fulfill  the  supervisory  re¬ 
sponsibility  given  to  her”  concerning  the  Rev. 
Susan  Cady’s  part  in  a  communion  service  at 
Drew  University  in  1993.  One  article  pub¬ 
lished  later  asserted  that  the  service  contained 
heretical  material. 

MEDIA  VIOLENCE:  More  than  100 
downlink  sites  in  34  states  and  Canada  are  con¬ 
firmed  for  the  Oct.  19  two-hour  teleconference 
on  Violence  in  the  Media  sponsored  by,  among 
others,  the  United  Methodist  Teleconference 
Connection.  Moderator  is  the  Rev.  Bernard 
(Skip)  Keels,  United  Methodist  pastor  in  the 
Baltimore/Washington  area  and  commentator 
on  WBAL  radio’s  “Black  Journey.  The  pro¬ 
gram  will  include  a  live  panel,  two-way  audio 
to  allow  questions  from  downlink  sites,  and 
pre-recorded  video  segments.  Air  times  are 
7:30-9:30  p.m.  ET,  6:30-8:30  CT,  5:30-7:30 
MT  and  4:30-6:30  PT. 

'5-H  CLUB'  l  Children  of  women  in  poverty 
often  are  members  of  the  “5-H  Club” — hunger, 
helplessness,  homelessness,  huglessness  and 
hopelessness — according  to  U.S.  Surgeon  Gen¬ 
eral  Joycelyn  Elders.  Dr.  Elders,  keynote 
speaker  for  the  United  Methodist  General 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Wom¬ 
en’s  recent  meeting  in  Washington,  also  spoke 
about  women’s  health,  alcoholism,  teen  preg¬ 
nancy  and  a  need  to  become  advocates  for  a 
better  health-care  system. 

TEAMS  TO  CENTRAL  AFRICA:  a 

second  volunteer  team  dispatched  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  left  for  Nairobi,  Kenya,  Sept.  27  to  work 
in  camps  of  Rwandan  and  Burundian  refugees 
at-Goma,  Uvira  and  Bukavu  in  Zaire.  Bishop 
Susan  Morrison  (Philadelphia  Area)  was 
among  the  14  volunteers.  Other  team  members 
include  medical  professionals  and  two  men 
with  construction  experience.  Volunteers  are 
still  being  sought  for  future  teams  to  Africa,  in¬ 
cluding  clergypersons  fluent  in  French.  An  Ad¬ 
vance  Special,  No.  177000 — 2,  has  been 
established  for  people  who  want  to  help  fi¬ 
nance  the  volunteer  teams. 


World  Methodists  mourn  tragedy  aboard  ferry 

Council  session  in  Estonia  sends  message  of  sympathy 


By  JORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

TALLINN,  Estonia — Only 
hours  after  the  sinking  of  the  ferry 
Estonia,  the  executive  committee 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
composed  a  message  of  sympathy. 

Meeting  in  Tallinn,  the  150- 
member  committee,  representing 
70  member  churches  in  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  tradition,  was  appalled  to 
learn  of  the  Baltic  Sea  accident 
that  took  more  than  900  lives 
early  Sept.  28. 

The  ship  Estonia  had  departed 
at  6  p.m.  on  its  way  to  Stock¬ 


holm,  and  shortly  before  1:30 
a.m.  sent  a  distress  call  that  end¬ 
ed  abruptly  during  transmission. 
A  storm  was  causing  30-foot 
waves  at  the  time.  Later  reports 
indicated  that  the  ship’s  doors 
had  not  been  closed. 

Only  138  people  survived  one 
of  the  worst  maritime  accidents 
since  World  War  II. 

An  offering  of  more  than  $  1 ,500 
taken  by  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  representatives  will  be  distrib¬ 
uted  by  the  Estonian  Methodist 
Church  to  relief  efforts.  The  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  Church  in  Estonia  is 
part  of  the  Northern  Europe  Area 
Central  Conference. 

The  World  Methodist  Council 
resolution  expressed  heartfelt  sym¬ 
pathy  to  the  president  of  Estonia 
and  his  colleagues  and,  through 
them,  to  the  relatives  of  those  who 
died.  It  promised  prayers  for  their 
strength  and  comfort. 

The  Rev.  Olav  Pamamets,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Estonia,  was  to 
have  led  the  executive  committee 


in  a  celebration  of  Methodism  in 
Estonia.  Instead,  he  spoke  of  the 
sorrow  he  had  witnessed  at  an  ecu¬ 
menical  service  for  the  disaster 
victims  and  for  the  Estonian 
church  and  her  martyrs. 

In  keeping  with  the  day  of 
mourning  proclaimed  by  the  gov¬ 
ernments  of  Estonia,  Finland 
and  Sweden,  home  to  most  peo¬ 
ple  on  board  the  ferry,  the  eve¬ 
ning  performance  of  the 
children’s  choir  and  a  youth 
choir  from  the  Tallinn  United 
Methodist  Church  was  dominat¬ 


ed  by  songs  of  faith. 

World  Methodist  representatives 
from  around  the  world  stood  when 
Ulle  Pamamets,  a  soloist  with  the 
youth  choir  and  the  daughter  of  the 
Estonian  church  superintendent, 
began  to  sing  “Nearer  My  God  to 
Thee.”  The  hymn  was  played  by 
the  band  on  board  the  Titanic  as  it 
sank  in  the  Atlantic  in  1912,  claim¬ 
ing  more  than  1,500  lives. 

A  silver  candelabrum  holding 
several  white  candles  burned 
throughout  the  concert  in  honor 
of  those  who  drowned  on  the  14- 
year-old  ferry. 


Hispanic  leaders 
declare  lay  people 
do  'fantastic  things' 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

ELIZABETH  CITY,  N.J.— 
“Lay  people  will  do  fantastic 
things  for  the  Lord  and  for  the 
church — with  the  right  kind  of 
pastoring  and  support — if  you 
give  them  a  chance." 

That  is  the  assessment  of  the 
Rev.  Jose  Palos,  Hispanic  minis¬ 
tries  coordinator  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

He  says  he  is  impressed  with 
the  280  lay  missioners  (see  relat¬ 
ed  article  below)  who  have  been 
trained  under  the  Hispanic  Plan 
adopted  by  the  church’s  1992 
General  Conference. 

“The  plan  just  took  off! 
Boom!”  said  Mr.  Palos.  “The  lay 
missioners  are  on  fire!” 

The  ambitious  plan  calls  for 

'Lay  missioners' 
key  Hispanic  plan 

ELIZABETH  CITY,  N.J. — A 
“lay  missioner,”  according  to  the 
church’s  Hispanic  Plan  adopted 
in  1992,  is: 

✓  Not  clergy; 

/  Usually  a  volunteer; 

•f  Selected  and  identified  by  a 
local  congregation; 

V  Committed  to  Jesus  Christ; 

Z  Able  to  give  leadership; 

Z  Committed  to  the  ministry 
of  the  local  congregation; 

Z  Willing  to  be  trained  to  es¬ 
tablish  “faith  communities”  in 
homes  or  to  work  in  other  His¬ 
panic  ministries. 

The  plan  envisions  faith  com¬ 
munities  established  in  neighbor¬ 
hoods  with  large  Hispanic 
populations  to  bring  people  to¬ 
gether  in  private  homes  for  Bible 
study,  prayer,  worship  and  com¬ 
munity  relations. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


1,000  faith  communities,  3,000 
outreach  ministries,  500  church 
school  extension  programs,  100 
new  churches,  100  revitalized 
churches  and  2,000  trained  lay 
missioners  by  1 996. 


zii  a 


_  imu-ocpiciiiuci  meeting 
in  Elizabeth,  N.J.,  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Hispanic  Ministries  decid- 
ed  that  priorities  must  be  set. 

I  According  to 
the  Rev.  Rebec¬ 
ca  Youngblood, 
co-chair  of  the 
committee,  the 
priorities  are; 

V  Revitaliz¬ 
ing  existing 
Hispanic  con¬ 
gregations; 
f  Focusing  work  in  strategic 
regional  annual  conferences 


(those  having  a  large  or  rapidly 
growing  Hispanic  population; 

•f  Training  non-Hispanic  con¬ 
gregations  and  leaders  for  His¬ 
panic  ministries; 

/  Preparing  for  the  church’s 
1996  legislative  General  Confer¬ 
ence. 


Some  conferences  with  large 
Hispanic  populations  will  come 
as  no  surprise.  These  are  in  New 
York,  California,  Florida,  New 
Mexico  and  Texas.  The  1990 
census  showed  more  than  7  mil¬ 
lion  Hispanics  within  boundaries 
of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Southwest 
Texas  conferences  combined. 

A  large  number  of  Hispanics 
are  also  found  in  the  Chicago 
area  and  in  Virginia. 

Mr.  Palos,  who  began  directing 
the  plan’s  work  more  than  a  year 
ago,  said  that  46  of  the  church’s 
69  regional  conferences  in  the 
U.S.  have  reported  progress  in 
Hispanic  ministries  and  that  re¬ 
ports  are  still  coming  in. 

He  said  reports  so  far  reveal 


Reporter  ?Fotografiaf 


...  on  Hispanic 
United  Methodism 

In  1992,  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference 
initiated  a  ministry  emphasis  reaching  out  to  the 
growing  U.S.  Hispanic  population  (see  related 
story).  Figures  here  show  some  current  statistics 
on  Hispanics  in  The  United  Methodist  Church. 


Total  combined 
budgets  of 
churches  with 
over  40% 

ffspanic  membership 


27,000 

Hispanic 

United 

Methodists 


=1 


168 

congregations 
with  over  40% 
Hispanic 
membership 


Sources :  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  National  Mission  Resources.  1993  General  Minutes 


140  faith  communities,  157  out¬ 
reach  ministries,  59  church 
schools,  280  lay  missioners 
trained,  91  lay  missioners  as¬ 
signed  to  work,  42  new  churches 
organized  and  21  Hispanic  con¬ 
gregations  revitalized. 

Puerto  Rico  is  experiencing  a 
revival,  he  reported  with  enthusi¬ 
asm.  Sixteen  new  churches  have 


been  organized  and  25  lay  mis¬ 
sioners  have  been  recruited  and 
trained  there,  he  said. 

Training  events  for  lay  mis¬ 
sioners  have  been  held  in  New 
Jersey,  San  Antonio,  Los  Ange¬ 
les,  Washington  and  Leesburg, 
Fla.,  with  more  than  20  annual 
conferences  represented. 

Mr.  Palos  acknowledged  that  a 


gap  exists  between  the  reported 
number  of  lay  people  who  have 
been  trained  (280)  and  the  num¬ 
ber  who  are  actually  engaged  in 
Hispanic  ministries  (91). 

He  said  a  time  lag  will  exist  as 
new  ministries  are  being  devel¬ 
oped  and  until  pastors  are 
trained  to  use  this  new,  valuable 
resource  of  lay  missioners. 


New  Spanish  hymnal  coming  in  1996 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

Reflecting  the  cultural  cornu¬ 
copia  that  is  the  world’s  Spanish¬ 
speaking  population,  the  New 
Spanish  Methodist  hymnal  offers 
a  variety  of  Christian  musical 
tunes  and  rhythms. 

Slated  for  release  in  1 996,  Mil 
Voces  Para  Celebrar:  Himnario 
Metodista  will  be  the  most  com¬ 
prehensive  collection  of  worship 


resources  ever  offered  by  U.S. 
Methodism  for  its  Spanish¬ 
speaking  constituency. 

An  18-member  panel  of  musi¬ 
cians,  pastors  and  laypeople  from 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  United  States  and  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Puerto  Rico  re¬ 
cently  gave  final  approval  for 
400  hymns,  folk  songs  and 
choruses  to  be  included  in  the 
hymnal. 

The  1973  Himnario  Metodista 


(compiled  by  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Rio  Grande  Conference) 
featured  hymns  and  worship  ser¬ 
vices  in  Spanish,  but  most  were 
translations  of  European-Ameri- 
can  songs  and  prayers. 

Celebremos  I  and  II.  a  supple¬ 
mental  song  book  released  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
1980,  offered  more  songs  from 
Latin  American  traditions,  but 
skimped  on  prayers  and  other 
worship  resources. 


Muscle 
Beach 
impacted 
George  Hunter 
in  more  ways 
than  one.  The 
author  of  the 
best-selling 
book,  flow  To 
Reach  Secular 
People,  recently 
won  a  bench-press 
contest.  His  kids 
promptly  labeled  him 
"Elvis  Press." 


At  Asbury 
Seminary,  It's 
Who  You  Know 


That  Counts 


aa 


Asbury 

Theological 

Seminary 


'  corge  Hunter  was 
r  a  fish  out  of  water 
£  the  summer  of  ’62.  As 
a  seminary  student,  he  spent 
eight  weeks  sharing  his  faith 
with  "Muscle  Beach" 
surfers,  beatniks  and  body 
builders.  They  thought  he 
was  from  another  planet  — 
stained-glass  church  jargon 
made  little  sense  to  these 
folks.  That  experience  set 
Hunter  on  a  lifetime  quest 
that  has  placed  him  among 
the  leading  authorities  on 
communicating  the  Gospel 
to  secular  people. 

As  Dean  of  Asbuty 
Seminaiy’s  E.  Stanley 
Jones  School  of  World 
Mission  and  Evangelism, 
Dr.  Hunter  specializes  in 
teaching  students  how  to 
present  the  unchanging 
truth  of  the  Gospel  to  our 
post-Christian  world.  And 
in  a  world  that’s  adrift  in  a 
sea  of  pluralism,  the  mission 
field  isn’t  just  overseas  — it's 
over  a  cup  of  coffee,  over 
the  neighbors  hedges,  over¬ 
looking  12th  &  Vine. 

So  meet  George  Hunter. 
And  prepare  to  meet  your 
world  with  the  life-chang¬ 
ing  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Contact  the  office  of 
admissions  todav  at  1-800- 

2- ASBURY. 


doctor  in  Haiti  hails  embargo's  end 

PORT-AU- 
PRINCE,  Hai¬ 
ti — A  Haitian 
child  ap¬ 
proaches  U.S. 
troops  shortly 
after  their  ar¬ 
rival  in  Haiti. 

A  United 
Methodist- 
backed  physi¬ 
cian  at  a 
children's  hos¬ 
pital  there 
hailed  the 
peaceful  occu¬ 
pation  of  the 
island  nation 
and  subse¬ 
quent  lifting  of 
the  embargo 
(see  accompa¬ 
nying  story). 
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UM-backed 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Soon  after  the  negotiated  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  crisis  in  Haiti,  a  United 
Methodist-supported  physician 
there  managed  to  get  a  missionary 
flight  to  the  U.S.  to  arrange  ship¬ 
ments  of  long-delayed  medical  sup¬ 
plies  and  equipment. 

Dr.  John  Yates,  a  Canadian,  op¬ 
erates  Grace  Children’s  Hospital  in 
Port-au-Prince.  The  hospital,  sup¬ 
ported  in  part  by  United  Method¬ 
ists  for  nearly  30  years,  is  a  partner 
in  mission  with  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief. 

Following  President  Clinton’s  tele¬ 
vised  final  warning  speech  on  Sept. 
15,  the  hospital  staff  made  emergen¬ 
cy  plans  for  an  attack,  he  said. 

“We  stocked  up  on  water,  food  and 
supplies,”  he  said.  “There  was  a  col¬ 
lective  sigh  of  relief  when  we  heard  of 
the  [Carter]  settlement  on  Sunday. 
We  knew  we  weren’t  going  to  have 
death  dropping  out  of  the  skies.” 

He  said  the  U.S.  military  in  Haiti 
has  a  Humanitarian  Assistance  Co¬ 
ordination  Center,  a  new  unit,  that 
helps  coordinate  work  with  civilian 
disaster  relief  teams. 

Now  the  doctor  and  his  staff  are 
trying  to  revive  their  work  which  he 
said  was  seriously  hampered  during 
the  U.S.-backed  embargo  on  Haiti. 

“My  blood  pressure  goes  up  every 
time  I  think  about  it,"  Dr.  Yates  said. 

He  said  many  Americans  thought 
that  medical  supplies,  because  they 
were  not  embargoed,  were  available 
in  Haiti. 


“That  is  far  from  the  truth,”  he 
said.  “How  do  you  get  them  into 
the  country  and  around  the  country 
without  fuel?” 

The  hospital’s  rural  immuniza¬ 
tion  program  was  halted  when  five 
hospital  vehicles  were  disabled  be¬ 
cause  of  lack  of  spare  parts,  he  said. 

Electrical  power  in  Port-au- 
Prince,  always  erratic,  became  so 
unreliable  during  the  fuel  embargo 
that  the  hospital  was  forced  to  de¬ 
pend  on  diesel  generators  which  are 
enormously  expensive  to  run,  the 
doctor  said. 

Perhaps  the  longest-term  damage 
that  resulted  from  the  fuel  embargo 
was  the  health  of  the  people,  he  said. 

The  cost  of  fuel  became  so  high 
that  average  families  couldn’t  af¬ 
ford  to  ride  “tap  taps”  (public 
busses)  to  outpatient  clinics  for 
treatment.  High  food  prices  helped 
cause  an  increase  in  second  and 
third  degree  malnutrition,  he  said. 

“People  with  tuberculosis  put  off 
coming  to  the  clinics  until  they  were 
desperate,”  he  said. 

On  a  positive  note,  he  said,  the 
hospital  was  able  to  work  out  an 
agreement  the  U.S.  State  Depart¬ 
ment  so  that  financial  contributions 
could  continue  to  flow  from  the 
states  to  the  hospital. 

“We  want  people  to  know  that 
our  work  has  continued.  It  has  not 
been  normal,  but  thankfully  it  has 
continued,”  the  doctor  said. 

“Money  is  safely  getting  to  the 
project  and  being  used  as  intend¬ 
ed,”  he  said. 


“The  future  looks  brighter.”  He 
said  hospital  officials  are  planning 
health  education  work  with  the 
thousands  of  children  who  attend 
Haitian  Methodist  schools. 

"But  no  one  knows  what  will  hap¬ 
pen  when  [Haitian  President]  Aris¬ 
tide  comes  back — if  he  does. 

“Will  there  be  a  wave  of  retribu¬ 
tion?  ‘An  eye  for  an  eye?’  ” 

Dr.  Yates  said  it  will  be  a  chal¬ 
lenge  in  the  coming  months  as  polit¬ 
ical  power  is  shifting.  People  at  the 
grass  roots  have  had  little  experi¬ 


ence  in  participating  in  the  political 
process,  he  said. 

“What  is  really  good  for  the  peo¬ 
ple?”  he  pondered. 

The  church  has  the  opportunity 
to  make  a  difference  in  Haiti,  he 
said,  through  prayer,  personal  in¬ 
volvement  in  work  teams  and 
through  immediate  help  in  financial 
contributions  and  supplies. 

Contributions  to  Grace  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Hospital  in  Haiti  may  be 
made  to  Advance  numbers  481  520- 
7  and  481  847-3. 


Faith - 

-  connections 

EDITOR  RESIGNS:  M.  Kay  DeMoss 

has  resigned  as  editor/publisher  of  the  15,000- 
circulation  Michigan  Christian  Advocate  effec¬ 
tive  Jan.  1,  Ms.  DeMoss,  a  diaconal  minister, 
is  the  first  woman  and  first  layperson  to  edit 
the  biweekly  newspaper  in  its  121-year  history. 

SHALOM  ZONES:  Two  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  in  Springfield,  Ill.,  have  estab¬ 
lished  a  70-square-block  Shalom  Zone  in  one  of 
the  city's  most  depressed  areas.  It  is  the  third 
Midwest  site  in  the  denomination's  attempt  to 
bring  shalom  (peace)  to  selected  urban  areas.  It 
is  also  the  first  outside  a  major  metro  area 
(Springfield  population:  103,000).  An  estimat¬ 
ed  3,400  families  with  median  income  of 
$6,346  live  in  the  1  Vi  miles  between  Grace  and 
Asbury  United  Methodist  churches,  according 
to  Grace  pastor  the  Rev.  Robert  K.  Freeman. 

COMMISSION  RESTRUCTURE:  Ex¬ 
pected  restructure  of  United  Methodist  boards 
and  agencies  has  motivated  the  denomination’s 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and  History 
to  study  its  own  structure.  Its  president.  Bishop 
Emilio  J.M.  de  Carvalho  of  Luanda,  Angola, 
named  a  nine-member  study  committee  that 
will  also  keep  in  mind  the  minority  concerns 
of  the  denomination.  The  commission  was 
formed  26  years  ago,  replacing  like-minded 
groups  within  the  denomination’s  predecessor 
organizations,  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
and  Methodist  churches. 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  CHAPLAIN: 

The  Rev.  Carol  Lakota  Eastin  of  Peoria,  Ill.,  re¬ 
cently  became  the  first  Native  American  woman 
endorsed  as  a  chaplain  by  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Ms.  Eastin,  38,  of  Lakota  heritage, 
is  a  pastoral  counselor  on  the  staff  of  BroMenn 
Counseling,  which  serves  patients  of  BroMenn 
Hospitals  in  Illinois.  She  is  an  elder  in  the 
church’s  Central  Annual  Illinois  Conference. 

MUSCLE  IN  MISSION:  Thirty-nine 

members  of  the  United  Methodist  Memphis 
regional  conference  put  muscle  behind  their 
mission  concerns  recently  by  constructing  sec¬ 
tions  of  an  outreach  center  in  Parnu,  Estonia. 
The  Agape  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pamu 
will  house  a  handicapped  children’s  respite 
and  other  ministries.  The  Rev.  Joseph  A. 

Geary,  chairperson  of  the  volunteers-in-mis- 
sion  group,  said  the  Memphis  conference  also 
gave  the  Pamu  congregation  $10,000  toward 
its  building  project. 

SELF-DETERMINATION  GRANTS: 

Members  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  approved 
Minority  Group  Self-Determination  Fund 
grants  totaling  $469,400  during  their  recent  an¬ 
nual  meeting.  Among  3 1  projects  receiving  fi¬ 
nancial  assistance  are  a  Native  American 
language  project  with  the  Euchee  tribe  in  Okla¬ 
homa,  a  social-service  program  aimed  at  low- 
income  Korean-Americans  in  Beaverton,  Ore., 
an  effort  to  raise  the  self-esteem  of  Hispanic 
youngsters  in  Chicago  and  a  cooperative  min¬ 
istry  among  1 3  small  rural  African-American 
churches  based  in  Bennettsville,  S.C. 

URBAN  INSTITUTE:  The  Urban  Lead¬ 
ership  Institute  at  the  United  Methodist-related 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont  has  received  a 
$150,000  grant  from  Southern  California  Edi¬ 
son.  The  school  will  receive  $25,000  per  year 
for  three  years  and  will  raise  another  $75,000 
which  will  be  matched  by  Edison.  The  money 
will  be  used  to  train  church  leaders,  pastors, 
lay  people  and  paraprofessionals  to  work  on  is¬ 
sues  related  to  the  inner-city. 


Schuller  gives  TV  show 
to  ecumenical  coalition 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

“The  Hour  of  Power,”  the  reli¬ 
gious  television  program  seen  by 
some  20  million  viewers  each 
week  worldwide,  has  been  “given” 
to  Churches  Uniting  in  Global 
Mission,  according  to  that  organi¬ 
zation’s  executive  director. 

Churches  Uniting  in  Global 
Mission  was  organized  in  1991 
by  televangelist  the  Rev.  Robert 
Schuller,  widely  known  as  “The 
Hour  of  Power”  speaker. 

The  global  mission  organiza¬ 
tion,  made  up  of  more  than  200 
pastors  from  14  denominations 
(including  United  Methodist) 
and  independent  church  bodies, 
is  headed  by  the  Rev.  David  Ty¬ 
ler  Scoates,  former  pastor  of 
3,000-member  Hennepin  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Minneapolis. 

No  legal  transfer 

In  an  interview  with  the  Re¬ 
porter.  Dr.  Scoates  said  that  no 
legal  transfer  of  ownership  of 
“The  Hour  of  Power”  has  oc¬ 
curred.  Rather,  he  said,  the  gift 
implies  a  shifting  of  administra¬ 
tive  responsibility  to  Churches 
Uniting  in  Global  Mission. 

Dr.  Scoates  said  that  Dr. 
Schuller  will  continue  fundraising 
for  the  television  program  which 
originates  in  the  Crystal  Cathedral 
in  Orange  Grove,  Calif. 

“Dr.  Schuller  is  aware  of  his 
mortality,”  Dr.  Scoates  said, 
“and  wants  to  insure  continu¬ 
ance  of ‘The  Hour  of  Power.’  ” 

At  some  future  date,  he  said. 
Dr.  Schuller  envisions  Churches 
Uniting  in  Global  Mission  pas¬ 
tors  filling  the  pulpit  of  the  Crys¬ 
tal  Cathedral  for  “The  Hour  of 
Power.” 

At  present.  Dr.  Scoates  contin¬ 
ued,  “The  Hour  of  Power”  is  used 
by  the  new  global  mission  group 
as  an  evangelism  tool  for  local 
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GARDEN  GROVE,  Calif. — The  Crystal  Cathedral,  site  of  the 
Rev.  Robert  Schuller's  popular  "Hour  of  Power,”  houses  the 
headquarters  of  the  newly  formed  Churches  Uniting  in  Global 
Mission.  Member  pastors  may  someday  fill  the  pulpit  of  the 
famous  church  (see  related  story  at  left). 


congregations  related  to  Churches 
Uniting  in  Global  Mission. 

For  example,  each  program 
states  that  it  is  brought  to  the 
viewer  by  Churches  Uniting  in 
Global  Mission.  In  addition,  a 
Churches  Uniting  in  Global  Mis¬ 
sion  pastor  is  featured  each  week. 

An  800  number  is  then  provid¬ 
ed  for  the  viewer  who  would  like 
to  find  a  local  Churches  Uniting 
in  Global  Mission  congregation. 
Inquiries  are  faxed  to  local  con¬ 
gregation  pastors,  he  said. 


Many  Churches  Uniting  in 
Global  Mission  pastors  lead 
“mega  churches”  with  thousands 
of  members,  Dr.  Scoates  said,  al¬ 
though  some  pastors  lead 
churches  in  the  300-500  mem¬ 
bership  range. 

“In  a  real  sense,  pastors  of 
mega  churches  are  like  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  officers  of  large  corpora¬ 
tions — alone  at  the  top,”  he  said. 

“A  sense  of  isolation  brought 
us  together.  Most  of  the  time 
we’re  in  a  separate  category.” 


Church  council  accepts  invitation 
from  European  United  Methodists 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio — Some  35 
leaders — staff  and  elected  direc¬ 
tors — of  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  general  program  coor¬ 
dinating  council  are  going  to  Eu¬ 
rope  next  spring. 

They  hope  to  stay  in  homes  of 
United  Methodists  in  or  near 
Berlin  and  worship  in  their 
churches  to  get  firsthand  experi¬ 
ence  of  their  lives  and  their  faith. 

The  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  has  accepted  an  invitation 
from  the  denomination’s  Europe¬ 
an  bishops  for  its  executive  com¬ 
mittee  to  visit  congregations  and 
ministries  in  Central  (non-U.S.) 
conferences  on  that  continent. 


The  executive  committee  de¬ 
cided  during  a  recent  meeting  in 
Dayton  to  hold  its  March  meet¬ 
ing  in  or  near  Berlin.  The  trip  is 
part  of  an  emphasis  on  the  global 
nature  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  to  which  the  council  has 
committed  itself. 

Within  the  dates  of  March  4-12, 
committee  members  will  divide 
into  small  groups  and  travel  to  ur¬ 
ban  and  rural  United  Methodist 
ministry  sites  in  Germany  and 
other  countries  in  western  and 
eastern  Europe  to  meet  with 
church  leaders  and  congregations. 

The  Rev.  Heinrich  Meinhardt  of 
Berlin,  a  committee  member  who 
brought  the  European  bishops’  in¬ 
vitation  to  the  group,  expressed 
hope  for  a  “European-style"  meet¬ 


ing — with  plenary  sessions  in  a 
church  and  lodging  and  meals  in 
local  United  Methodists’  homes. 

Earlier  proposals  for  overseas 
meetings  for  the  full  council  of 
113  voting  members  met  with 
strong  criticism  from  some 
church  members  because  of  the 
expense. 

The  group  hopes  to  avoid  simi¬ 
lar  reactions  by  sending  only  its 
executive  committee,  and  stress¬ 
ing  the  educational  and  mission- 
al  nature  of  the  experience. 

The  travelers  are  being  encour¬ 
aged  to  contribute  to  the  cost  of 
their  own  air  fare  or  by  donating 
“frequent-flier”  miles.  The  trip  is 
expected  to  cost  a  maximum  of 
$1,500  per  person. 
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Bishop  tells  local  pastors 
withholding  funds  not  best 


'Cooperate  or  get  run 
over'  by  change,  say  UMs 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio — Represen¬ 
tatives  of  seven  groups  studying 
United  Methodism  agreed  re¬ 
cently  that  leaders  of  1 3  church¬ 
wide  agencies  should  be  asked 
to  meet  this  fall  to  lay  the 
groundwork  to  generate  new 
“scenarios”  for  the  church. 

The  representatives,  meeting 
under  auspices  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM),  asked 
Bishop  William  Dew  of  Port¬ 
land,  Ore.,  GCOM  president, 
and  Bishop  Emerito  Nacpil  of 
Manila,  Philippines,  chairman 
of  a  bishops’  study  on  “The 
Global  Nature  of  the  Church,” 
to  pull  the  leaders  together. 

The  proposed  meeting  would 
include  agency  presidents 
(mostly  bishops)  and  general 
secretaries  (chief  executive  offi¬ 
cers). 

Grassroots  response 

Group  members  said  the  im¬ 
petus  for  such  an  ad  hoc  consor¬ 
tium  arose  from  grassroots 
responses  that  have  emerged 
from  various  studies  of  the  de¬ 
nomination. 

The  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  top 
executive  of  the  church’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA)  in  Ev¬ 
anston,  III.,  said,  “We’re  behind 
the  curve  on  this.  The  church  is 
changing.  Are  we  going  to  coop¬ 
erate  or  get  run  over  by  it?” 

The  proposed  meeting  grew 
out  of  frustration  by  study 
group  representatives  that  sev¬ 
eral  final  study  reports  will  not 
be  issued  in  time  to  play  a  sig¬ 
nificant  role  in  influencing  deci¬ 
sions  of  the  denomination’s 
legislative  General  Conference 
in  1996. 

“What’s  the  worst  scenario?” 
asked  the  Rev.  Peter  D.  Weaver 
of  Pittsburgh,  “when  no  one 
takes  the  initiative — business  as 
usual?  Or  a  revolution  from  the 
grassroots?” 

Mr.  Droke  responded, 
“God’s  going  to  be  very  upset 
with  us  if  we  leave  it  for  some¬ 
one  else  to  do.  I  don’t  think  that 
(lack  of  action)  fits  our  offices.” 

Bishop  Dew  said  church  mem¬ 
bers  and  leaders  should  “relax 
and  get  into  the  reconstructing 
business.  We  are  a  church  under 
construction. ...  I  don’t  see  1996 
as  a  magical  year”  for  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  process. 

'What  is  God  doing?' 

Bishop  Nacpil  said  the 
church’s  approach  to  mission 
has  been  from  too  narrow  a  per¬ 
spective. 

“Isn’t  it  time,”  he  asked,  “to 
broaden  our  concept  of  mis¬ 
sion — to  discover  what  God  is 
doing  in  the  world  and  soci¬ 
ety?” 

The  Rev.  Russell  Richey,  a 
director  of  a  study  of  U.S. 
Methodism  being  conducted  at 


A  look  at  seven 
current  studies 

Seven  groups  engaged  In 
studies  or  research  projects 
about  United  Methodism 
were  represented  at  the  re¬ 
cent  coordinating  consulta¬ 
tion  (see  related  story  at 
left).  The  studies  and  projects 
are: 

■/  "Agenda  21:  United  Meth- 
odist  Ministry  for  a  New  Cen¬ 
tury,”  a  research  project  of  the 
Association  of  United  Methodist  Theo¬ 
logical  Schools,  related  to  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  theological  education  in  the 
denomination  in  the  21st  century. 

Z  The  Ministry  Study  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops  builds  on 
studies  on  the  ordering  of  ministry 
conducted  by  agencies  and  commis¬ 
sions  for  the  past  25-plus  years. 

Z  The  Council  of  Bishops' 
Global  Nature  of  the  Church 
Study  seeks  ways  to  embody  the  re¬ 
ality  of  a  world  church  in  United 
Methodism's  life  and  structure. 

Z  “Methodism  and  American 
Culture"  examines  the  past  and 
present  of  United  Methodism  in  this 
country  and  seeks  to  draw  implica¬ 
tions  for  the  future. 

Z  The  Connectlonal  Issues 
Study,  mandated  by  the  1992  Gener¬ 
al  Conference,  is  an  effort  to  ascertain 
United  Methodism's  mission  for  the 
21st  century  and  to  suggest  enabling 
structural  changes. 

Z  The  Annual  Conference 
Listening  Project,  conducted  by 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA),  is  seeking  to 
determine  the  views  of  local  and  re¬ 
gional  church  finance  leaders  on  the 
church's  financial  state  and  future 
prospects. 

Z  Annual  conference  dia¬ 
logues  are  conducted  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  deter¬ 
mine  how  United  Methodists  at  local 
and  regional  levels  view  the  mission 
agency  and  its  relation  to  local 
churches. 

United  Methodist  News  Service 


United  Methodist-related  Duke 
University  in  Durham,  N.C., 
said  the  most  creative  sugges¬ 
tions  about  the  church’s  future 
mission  and  structure  may  not 
come  from  the  official  offices  of 
the  denomination. 

“Much  of  what  we  do  in  mis¬ 
sion  was  invented  on  the  mar¬ 
gins,’’  he  said.  “Creativity  has 
happened  on  the  church’s  mar¬ 
gins.’’ 

Committee  members  observed 
that  past  studies  show  a  few 
common  threads — a  “listening 
mode’’  for  the  concerns  of  local- 
church  people;  commitment  to 
United  Methodist  “connection,” 
along  with  disdain  for  certain  re¬ 
lated  bureaucracies;  localism  and 
a  related  desire  for  agency  re¬ 
sponses  to  local-church  initia¬ 
tives;  excitement  about  a  new 
future  for  the  church;  and  a 
yearning  for  spirituality. 
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By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 
Araoc/ate  Editor 

BRANSON,  Mo. — Missouri  Area 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Ann 
Sherer  assured  an  audience  recently 
that  the  doctrines  of  The  Untied 
Methodist  Church  are  not  in  trou¬ 
ble  as  a  consequence  of  the  contro¬ 
versial  Re-Imagining  Conference  in 
Minneapolis  last  November. 

Addressing  100  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  National  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Associate  Members  and  Lo¬ 
cal  Pastors  in  their  annual  meeting 
near  Branson  Sept.  27-30,  Bishop 
Sherer  came  down  firmly  against 
congregations’  withholding  funds 
from  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
church’s  mission  agency  as  a  protest 
against  the  division’s  sending  staff 
and  directors  to  that  conference. 

“I  don’t  think  withholding  money 
is  the  best  way  to  carry  on  a  conver¬ 
sation,"  she  said. 

Bishop  Sherer  suggested  that 
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those  opposing  the  action  of  the 
Women’s  Division  could  petition 
the  church’s  1996  legislative  Gener¬ 
al  Conference. 

She  also  expressed  her  own  frustra¬ 
tion  over  some  aspects  of  the  confer¬ 
ence,  upheld  the  right  of  United 
Methodists  who  attended  the  confer¬ 
ence  and  declared  that  “we  are  never 
called  to  use  the  pulpit  to  withhold 
funds  from  the  church.” 
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CLASSIFIED 


PRESIDENT  METHODIST  MISSION  HOME  - 

multi-service  ministry  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  is  accept¬ 
ing  resumes  for  the  position  of  President.  Within  the 
purpose  and  mission  established  by  the  Board  of  Trust¬ 
ees,  this  position  is  responsible  for  leading  the  Home’s 
service  programs:  maternity  and  adoption  and  vocation 
rehabilitation  for  persons  who  are  deaf.  Methodist  Mis¬ 
sion  Home  has  a  staff  of  80.  Qualifications:  Must  have 
substantial  administrative  experience  including  program 
administration,  fiscal  management,  staff  development, 
physical  plant  management,  and  public  information  and 
development  Must  Be  able  to  work  dosety  with  United 
Methodist  churches  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico.  Apply 
Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Jim  Ozier,  Chair,  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  Trietsch  Memorial  UMC,  6101  Moreiss  Road, 
Flower  Mound,  TX  75028.  Methodist  Mission  Home  is 
an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


POSITION  WANTED  BUSINESS  Administrator  of 

a  large  church  seeks  a  new  challenge.  I  have  a 
background  in  accounting,  finance,  data 
supervision.  UMR,  Box  660275,  D 
75266-0275. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  (adult 

and  children)  wanted  for  Nardin  Park  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Send  resumes  to:  Pastor  Richard  A.  Pea¬ 
cock,  Nardin  Park  UMC,  29887  W.  Eleven  Mile  Rd., 
Farmington  Hills,  MI  48336. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Conroe,  Texas.  21^ 
members.  Send  resume  to:  Don  Little,  P.O.  Box  928, 
Conroe.  TX  77305.  (409)  756-3395. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  (FULL-TIME).  ISOOmem- 

ber  church  40  miles  from  Disney  World.  Bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  in  a  musk  field  with  emphasis  in  choral  musk  and 
vocal  training  preferred.  Minimum  of  three  years  expe¬ 
rience  in  church  musk.  Please  send  resume  to:  George 
A.  Buie,  St  John’s  United  Methodist  Church,  1 800  Cy¬ 
press  Gardens  Boulevard,  Winter  Haven,  FL  33884. 
(813)324-6347,  _ _ _ 

CARETAKER  WANTED  FOR  BEAUTIFUL  histori¬ 

cal  chapel  in  east  Texas.  A  nice  home  offered  in  ex¬ 
change  for  light  caretaker  duties.  Prefer  retired  couple 
or  single.  For  details  call  Aldous  at  (409)  560-2275  or 
John  at  (409)  634-7523. 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR  NEEDED.  Part-time.  Send  re¬ 

sumes  to:  Fust  United  Methodist  Church,  Euless,  TX 
(817)283-4421 


VICE  PRESIDENT  FOR  DEVELOPMENT,  or 

bly  Executive  Vice  President,  depending  upon  qua 
tkms,  The  Foundation  for  Evangelism,  an  affiliate  of 
GBOD,  headquarters  at  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Caroli- 
**“  Applicants  must  be  fully  committed  to  United  Meth- 
a  doctrines  and  Christian  evangelism.  May  be  clergy 
or  lay.  Ability  and  experience  in  fund  raising  necessary. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Bishop 
Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr.,  President,  The  Foundation  for  Evan¬ 
gelism,  P.O,  Box  985.  Lake  Junaluska,  NC  28745. 


ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR,  TENNESSEE  Conference 
United  Methodist  Foundation.  Available  January  1995, 
Submit  inquiries  and  resume  by  October  31  to:  Search 
Committee,  Tennessee  Conference  Foundation,  520 
Commerce  Street,  Suite  203,  Nashville,  TN  37203-3714, 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  wanted  to  as¬ 

sume  responsibilities  for  youth  ministry.  Contact  Ron 
Overcash,  Pastor,  St  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church, 
52  16th  A  vc.,  NW,  Hickory.  NC  28601. 


ASSISTANT  GENERAL  SECRETARY.  Responsible 

for  relating  services  and  benefit  plans  of  the  General 
Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits  to  the  annual 
conferences,  clergy  and  lay  participants,  and  surviving 
beneficiaries  in  the  health  and  welfare  programs  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  General  Board  of  Pension  and  Health 
Benefits.  Must  retain  BA  degree  as  well  as  member¬ 
ship  in  the  UMC.  Insurance  background  required. 
Business  administration/employee  benefits  and/or  expe¬ 
rience  in  health  delivery  knowledge  preferred.  Submit 
resume  to:  Ruth  Yohanan,  General  Board  of  Pension 
and  Health  Benefits  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 

1 201  Davis  Street,  Evanston,  IL  60201 


EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for  fulkime 

position  with  children’s  and  adult  ministry  in  1 600- 
member  church.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  John  Ogden,  P.O. 
Box  2125,  Wichita  Falls,  TX  76307, 


™  yyj  TVOJ,  J  ouiiuay 

day  evening  choir  practice. 
558-9801.  Box  376,  Joshua, 


morning 

Rev.  Mike  Ramsddl  (817) 


IX  76058. 


CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY  POSITION  OPEN.  De¬ 

scription:  Committed  to  Jesus  Christ;  loves  children, 
passion  for  children’s  ministry,  vision  and  purpose- 
driven,  outgoing,  energetic,  creative,  organized,  not 
afraid  to  experiment,  flexible,  team  player  on  large 
staff  and  exciting,  growing  church.  Send  resumes  and 
inquiries  to:  Rev.  Chris  Akers,  Fust  United  Methodist 
Church,  336  South  Halifax  Drive,  Ormond  Beach,  FL 
32 176.  (904)  677-3581 


DIRECTOR  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  Saint  Stephen 
United  Methodist  Church,  Amarillo,  Texas.  1600- 
member  suburban  church,  376  people  in  program.  In¬ 
cludes  9  choral,  6  handbell  choirs.  Send  resume:  Musk 
Search  Committee,  4600  South  Western,  Amarillo,  TX 
79109.  or  call  Sharon  Tunnel)  (806)  355-727 1 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Lubbock, 
Texas,  4,000  members,  seeking  Drcctor  of  Program  and 
ftraonncl  Must  have  knowledge  and  experience  in  over¬ 
all  United  Methodist  program  ministries,  emphasis  on 
Council  on  Ministries  and  Age  Level  programs,  coordina¬ 
tion  and  administrative  responsibility  for  same,  including 
staff  in  the  age  levels.  Director  of  personnel  for 


San  of  twenty  five  persons.  Administrative  team  with  Se¬ 
nior  Pastor.  Compensation  package  negotiable  with  quali¬ 
fications  and  experience.  Address:  diaries  E  Lutrick, 


1411  .  _ 

4607.  Fax:  (I 


liaries  E  Lutrick, 
, .  .  TX  79401.  Phone  (806)  763- 

>)  763-7252,  for  details. 
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Middle  East  without  Christians? 


Exact  figures  unknown, 
but  Christian  exodus 
from  Holy  Land  obvious 

Mennonite  News  Service 

CAIRO,  Egypt— Is  it  possible  that  in  a  few 
decades  no  Christians  will  live  in  the  area  where 
Christianity  began? 

In  the  last  20  years,  some  1.5  million  Chris¬ 
tians  have  left  the  Middle  East. 

In  1946  Jerusalem  had  31,000  Christians; 
now  9,000  live  there. 

In  1900,  Turkey,  where  St.  Paul  did  much  of 
his  missionary  work,  was  25  percent  Christian; 
now  that  figure  is  below  1  percent. 

“It  is  not  unusual  that  half  a  high  school  grad¬ 
uating  class  will  leave,”  says  a  Palestinian  youth 
minister.  “This  is  very  discouraging  for  the 
churches.” 

Though  no  exact  figures  are  available,  the 
outflow  is  widespread. 

In  the  century  before  World  War  II  both 
Christians  and  Muslims  were  “pulled”  by  op¬ 
portunities  in  North  and  South  America  as  well 
as  “pushed”  from  the  region  by  its  poverty,  vio¬ 
lence  and  political  instability. 

Some  emigrated 

After  World  War  II  some  optimism  revived 
when  newly  independent  governments  in  the 
Middle  East  sought  to  industrialize  their  econo¬ 
mies,  regain  local  control  and  promote  social 
justice.  But  when  the  economies  could  not  ab¬ 
sorb  all  the  newly  educated  and  urbanized  peo¬ 
ple,  some  people  again  began  to  emigrate. 

Creation  of  the  state  of  Israel  and  its  succes¬ 
sive  wars  have  also  affected  Arab  emigration 
trends. 

When  Israel  was  created  in  1948,  more  than 
700,000  Palestinians,  including  50,000  to 
60,000  Christians,  were  displaced.  They 
claimed  a  right  to  return,  but  many  eventually 
found  new  homes  abroad. 

Also,  wars  with  Israel  in  1948,  1956,  1967, 
1973  and  1982  took  a  heavy  toll  on  Arab  societ¬ 
ies,  draining  revenues  and  social  morale,  thus  fur¬ 
ther  encouraging  people  to  emigrate. 

These  developments  deepened  interest  in  Islam. 
People  became  skeptical  of  secular  development 


and  modernization  strategies.  Many  blamed  west¬ 
ern  influences  for  their  problems.  They  felt  that  the 
West  was  behind  Israel’s  power  and  that  it  sup¬ 
ported  the  system  whereby  a  small  number  of  Ar¬ 
abs  grew  rich  from  oil  and  left  others  in  poverty. 
People  began  to  look  to  Islam  for  a  solution. 

Middle  East  Christians  identified  with  many  of 
the  problems  but  could  not  accept  Islam  as  a  rem¬ 
edy.  This  interest  in  Islam  increased  their  interest 
in  finding  homes  elsewhere. 

Varies  by  country 

The  outflow  varies  from  country  to  country. 

In  Syria,  with  a  population  of  14  million,  em¬ 
igration  seems  to  have  slowed  substantially. 
Church  leaders  say  the  government’s  practice  of 
keeping  a  balance  among  Syria’s  several  minor¬ 
ity  groups  has  been  relatively  satisfactory  for 
Christian. 

In  Jordan,  with  a  population  of  2.5  million, 
the  mood  is  similar. 

In  Egypt,  with  a  population  of  60  million, 
Christians  are  more  concerned.  They  point  to  a 
gradual  “Islamization”  of  schools,  media  and 
public  life,  to  physical  insecurity  and  to  Egypt’s 
difficult  economic  prospects. 

In  Lebanon,  Iraq,  and  Iran,  recent  wars  have 
also  driven  emigration.  In  Lebanon,  with  a  pop¬ 
ulation  of  3  million,  a  third  of  the  900,000  Mar- 
onite  Christians  and  many  other  Christians  left 
during  the  1975  to  1990  civil  war. 

In  Iran,  at  least  50,000  Christians  have  left 
since  the  1979  revolution. 

In  Iraq,  about  125,000  Christians  were 
among  the  1  million  refugees  who  fled  to  Jordan 
in  the  1991  Persian  Gulf  War.  Many  have  gone 
elsewhere. 

Decline  in  Turkey 

In  Turkey,  home  of  the  New  Testament  Anti¬ 
och  of  the  seven  churches  of  the  book  of  Revela¬ 
tion,  and  of  55  million  people,  the  Christian 
population  has  declined  dramatically.  About 
1.5  million  were  killed  around  the  time  of 
World  War  I.  Many  others  fled.  In  recent  de¬ 
cades  tens  of  thousands  have  migrated  to  west¬ 
ern  Europe.  Some  of  the  50,000  who  remain  are 
caught  in  the  fighting  between  Kurdish  rebels 
and  government  forces. 

Turkish  Christians  say  Islam  is  being  strongly 
promoted  in  the  schools  and  that  they  face  seri¬ 
ous  job  discrimination. 


Monk  Gabriel,  a  member  of  the  Syrian  Or¬ 
thodox  Church,  sings  the  Lord's  Prayer  in 
Syriac  at  the  close  of  a  Mennonite-pro- 
duced  video  titled  "Syria's  Church:  A  Living 
Community"  (see  accompanying  story). 

In  Palestine,  where  Christian-Muslim  relations 
have  long  been  quite  good,  Christians  are  now 
feeling  squeezed.  Their  strong  historical  role  as 
educators,  business  people  and  administrators  has 
been  restricted  since  the  1967  Israeli  occupation. 

Palestinian  Christians  are  a  minority  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  state  of  Israel,  to  the  Muslim  world 
and  to  the  wider  Christian  world,  which  has 
shown  more  interest  in  ancient  biblical  places 
and  the  modem  state  of  Israel  than  in  local 
Christians. 

Emigration  is  of  serious  concern  to  Christians 
in  the  Middle  East.  They  argue  that  they  have  a 
right  to  be  there.  They  were  in  the  region  before 
Islam  came.  They  fought  alongside  Muslims  in 
resisting  medieval  crusaders  and  later  colonial 
rulers.  In  the  modem  era  their  young  men  have 
served  and  died  in  Arab  armies. 


Show  looks  at  Native 
American  spirituality 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

“The  Native  Americans”  ar¬ 
rives  just  in  time  for  Columbus 
Day,  offering  an  alternative  view 
of  the  Great  Navigator’s  legacy. 

Written,  directed,  performed 
and  told  entirely  by  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans,  it  gives  viewers  a  chance  to 
see  how  the  invasion  of  this  land 
by  Europeans  looked  to  the  First 
Americans. 

It  also  provides  a  rare  glimpse 
into  the  spiritual  heritage  of  di¬ 
verse  native  peoples  and  the  role 
faith  plays  among  both  Christian 
and  non-Christian  natives  in  their 
current  struggle  to  reclaim  their 
identity. 

For  each  region  of  the  country  a 
“council”  of  tribal  elders  gathers 
to  bridge  the  past  and  the  present. 
In  “The  Northeast,”  for  example, 
this  council  tells  us  something 
about  the  little-known  religious  di¬ 
mension  to  the  “Great  Peace” 
which  the  Iroquois  Confederacy 
achieved  and  from  which  the 
founders  of  the  United  States  of 
America  lifted  key  concepts. 

Hear  legal  struggles 

The  survival,  against  all  odds,  of 
Native  American  tradition  in  the 
Northeast  is  celebrated.  We  hear 
about  the  legal  struggles  of  tribes 
to  recover  land  stolen  in  violation 
of  treaties. 

The  rise  of  casinos  on  reserva¬ 
tion  lands  is  chronicled,  then  cri¬ 
tiqued  by  Onondaga  leader  Oren 
Lyons,  who  sees  gambling  as  a 
threat  to  native  values. 

We  see  and  hear  evidence  that 
the  revival  of  Native  American 
culture  will  depend  less  on  fleecing 
tourists  than  on  the  production  of 
art,  literature,  dance  and  music. 

Indeed,  running  throughout  this 
series  is  superb  dance  photography 
and  wonderful  music  composed  by 
Robbie  Robertson,  a  member  of  the 
landmark  rock  group  “The  Band” 
and  a  Mohawk  and  performed  by 
Native  Americans  he  assembled  as 
the  Red  Road  Ensemble. 

An  excellent  soundtrack  album 


[The  series]  provides 
a  rare  glimpse  into  the 
role  faith  plays  among 
both  Christian  and 
non-Christian  natives 
in  their  current 
struggle. . . 


called  “The  Native  Americans” 
has  just  been  released  by  Capitol 
Records. 

“The  Far  West”  segment  zeroes 
in  on  the  connection  between  na¬ 
tive  religion  and  native  economics 
and  how  their  concepts  clashed 
with  the  values  of  Europeans.  We 
leant  that  in  California  alone  there 
were  200  distinct  languages  spo¬ 
ken — some  as  different  as  Chinese 
is  from  English — yet  diverse 
neighbors  had  remarkably  similar 
views  of  the  land,  trade  and  faith. 

Much  attention  is  paid  to  the 
potlatch  ceremonies  of  the  North¬ 
west,  which  often  struck  Europe¬ 
ans  as  extravagant  waste  or  even 
as  madness. 

Bible  base  helps 

Viewers  who  know  the  Bible, 
however,  may  see  in  the  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  purpose  of  potlatch, 
which  emphasized  accumulating 
wealth  only  so  that  it  might  be 
shared,  something  which  was  clos¬ 
er  to  Hebraic  thought  (with  its  Ju¬ 
bilee  Year)  than  is  the  competitive 
materialism  of  supposedly  Chris¬ 
tian  nations. 

“The  Native  Americans”  pre¬ 
mieres  Oct.  10,  11  and  13  8-10 
p.m.  (ET)  on  the  TBS  cable  chan¬ 
nel.  It  will  be  repeated  those  same 
evenings  from  10  to  midnight  for 
the  West  Coast.  It  also  will  be 
shown  Oct.  18-20  from  10  p.m.  to 
midnight  and  on  Oct.  11  from 
noon  to  6  p.m. 

Mr.  Goodhue ,  pastor  of  Bay 
Shore  United  Methodist  Church 
on  Long  Island,  frequently  re¬ 
views  films  and  television  for  the 
Reporter. 


13-week  TV  series  seeking  to  show ' historical  Jesus' 


The  first  edition  of  “Scriptures 
Alive!,”  a  13-week  TV  series  of  30- 
minute  programs  from  United 
Methodist  Communications,  at¬ 
tempts  to  identify  the  “historical' 
Jesus”  while  exploring  recent  inter¬ 
est  in  Christ. 

“Scriptures  Alive”  airs  on  the 
Faith  &  Values  Channel  Fridays  at 
3  p.m.  (ET),  beginning  Oct.  7;  re¬ 
peated  Sundays,  2  a.m.  (ET),  and 
Wednesdays,  7  a.m.  (ET).  The  se¬ 
ries  is  produced  in  cooperation  with 
Stone  and  Associates,  an  interna¬ 


tional  communications  firm. 

On  the  first  edition,  David  Otto, 
assistant  professor  of  religion  at 
Centenary  College  of  Louisiana  in 
Shreveport  and  a  noted  theologian 
and  Bible  scholar,  discusses  Jesus’ 
actual  words  and  the  value  and  se¬ 
crets  of  his  teachings  and  healing 
miracles.  Host  is  the  Rev.  Kathleen 
LaCamera,  UMCom  producer 
based  in  London. 

Subsequent  editions  featuring  Dr. 
Otto  and  Ms.  LaCamera  examine 
how  the  Bible  speaks  to  issues,  cul¬ 
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Expressions  of  joy 

This  photograph  is  part  of  a  traveling  exhibition,  "Appeal  to 
This  Age:  Photographs  of  the  Civil  Rights  Movement,  1954- 
68."  The  photo  was  taken  at  a  Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Council  rally  in  1963.  The  exhibition  has  support  from  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


ture  and  news  of  the  day. 

Following  are  brief  descriptions 
of  some  of  the  editions  in  the  series: 

•  An  edition  on  AIDS  explores 
biblical  texts  that  might  help  in  un¬ 
derstanding  the  disease  and  the 
people  who  live  with  it. 

•  “Sex  and  the  Text”  compares 
the  biblical  understanding  of  sexu¬ 
ality  with  modem  sexual  expres¬ 
sion. 

•  What  family  values  did  Jesus 
hold?  What  examples  of  families 
are  found  in  the  Bible?  The  present 


debate  on  family  values  is  com¬ 
pared  with  related  biblical  images. 

•The  message  of  an  edition  fo¬ 
cusing  on  the  biblical  history  of  vio¬ 
lence  is  that  violence  and  faith  are 
not  mutually  exclusive.  The  way 
this  tradition  of  violence  can  move 
Christians  toward  a  non-violent, 
peaceful  society  is  also  explored. 

•God’s  special  relationship  with 
the  poor — who  make  up  most  of  the 
world’s  population — is  the  subject 
of  an  edition  that  includes  some 
surprises. 


•  Recent  attention  to  the  “So¬ 
phia”  image  of  God  is  part  of  an 
edition  that  investigates  positive 
and  negative  feminine  images  in 
modem-day  culture  as  well  as  their 
roots  in  biblical  tradition. 

•  What  role  should  gays  and  lesbi¬ 
ans  play  in  religious  communities 
and  professional  ministry?  Explor¬ 
ing  the  biblical  history  of  same-sex 
relationships  suggests  some  new 
ways  to  understand  this  longstand¬ 
ing  controversy. 

•Questions  raised  by  gambling 


are  examined  in  light  of  biblical 
faith. 

•Ways  the  Bible  celebrates  reli¬ 
gious  and  cultural  diversity  and  the 
concern  of  some  Christians  toward 
“saving  the  whole  world  in  the  name 
of  Christ  Jesus”  are  highlighted. 

•The  major  arguments  between 
the  political  and  religious  conserva¬ 
tive  and  liberal  camps  is  traced  to 
the  Bible,  and  the  struggle  between 
the  two  views  is  mapped  as  it  has 
shaped  religious  opinion  and  bibli¬ 
cal  interpretation. 


Senator  Bumpers  tells  United  Methodist  Men 
hate  threatens  world  peace,  domestic  order 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON — Hate  is  threat¬ 
ening  both  world  peace  and  domes¬ 
tic  tranquility,  U.S.  Sen.  Dale 
Bumpers  of  Arkansas  told  a  gather¬ 
ing  of  United  Methodist  Men  who 
met  recently  in  Washington. 

Sen.  Bumpers,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist,  said  his  childhood  Sunday 
school  taught  him  that  love  is  a 
more  powerful  force  than  hate,  add¬ 
ing  that  lately  he  has  had  to  con¬ 
clude  that  hate  moves  more  people 
more  quickly. 

He  was  the  luncheon  speaker  at 
the  Third  Annual  United  Methodist 
Men’s  World  Order  and  World 
Peace  Congressional  Conference. 
More  than  50  people  from  across 
the  country  attended. 

Of  approximately  2,000  letters 
Sen.  Bumpers  receives  weekly,  only 
about  half  a  dozen  include  praise  or 
agreement,  indicated  the  69-year- 
old  senator. 


The  public  has  little  chance  to  learn  the  truth 
because  of  hate-  and  fear-related  propaganda,  Sen. 
Bumpers  indicated,  mentioning  right-wing  talk 
shows. 


“It’s  difficult  to  keep  your  equi¬ 
librium  here,”  he  said  of  Washing¬ 
ton  political  life.  Although  he  said 
he  does  not  intend  to  run  for  re- 
election  again.  Sen.  Bumpers  is 
against  “term  limits.” 

Without  long-term  congressper- 
sons,  the  congressional  staffs  would 
run  the  country,  the  20-year  veteran 
said,  adding,  “They  run  too  much 
of  it  as  it  is.” 

The  public  has  little  chance  to 
leant  the  truth  because  of  hate-  and 
fear-related  propaganda,  Sen. 
Bumpers  indicated,  mentioning 
right-wing  talk  shows. 

He  said  a  group  in  Vienna,  Va., 
has  sent  out  a  fund-raising  letter  al¬ 


leging  that  he  filed  a  suit  challeng¬ 
ing  a  term-limits  law. 

Sen.  Bumpers  said  instead  that  he 
and  other  legislators  were  named  as 
defendants  in  the  suit  simply  be¬ 
cause  they  occupied  office.  The  suit 
was  filed  by  the  League  of  Women 
Voters  to  get  a  ruling  on  the  law. 

Sen.  Bumpers  said  he  was  con¬ 
cerned  about  “the  mood  of  the 
country,  and,  he  added,  also  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  media  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  who,  he  said,  “never  give  the 
people  an  opportunity  to  believe  in 
anything.” 

Speaking  only  three  days  after  a 
peaceful  occupation  of  Haiti  was 


substituted  for  a  planned  invasion, 
Sen.  Bumpers  said  everything  he 
read  in  the  media  was  taking  Presi¬ 
dent  Clinton  to  task  about  “some 
aspect  of  the  way  the  Haiti  thing  is 
going.” 

People  are  continually  being  dis¬ 
tracted  from  the  larger  issues.  Sen. 
Bumpers  indicated. 

“We  don’t  talk  about  the  contents 
of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,”  he 
said,  or  “about  the  fact  that  the 
number  of  people  that  are  starving 
is  increasing  exponentially.” 

Sen.  Bumpers  expressed  concern 
about  the  possibility  of  “too  many 
people  for  the  planet  to  handle”  and 
the  fact  that  people  pay  little  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  pressures  population  ex¬ 
erts  on  the  environment. 

“If  you  salvage  the  environment 
in  a  particular  location,  it  will  cost 
500  jobs,”  Sen.  Bumpers  said,  but 
“if  we  don’t ...  it  will  cost  our  chil¬ 
dren  and  grandchildren  their  lives.” 


Hebrews  text  emphasizes  remission  of  sin 


What  can  wash  away  my  sin? 
Nothing  but  the  blood  of  Jesus. 

What  can  make  me  whole  again? 
Nothing  but  he  blood  of  Jesus. 

O  precious  is  the  flow 

That  makes  me  bright  as  snow; 

No  other  fount  I  know; 

Nothing  but  the  blood  of  Jesus. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Robert  Lowry’s  hymn  expresses 
strong  conviction  regarding  the  par¬ 
doning  of  sin  in  the  sacrificial  love 
and  redeeming  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ.  It  is  based  on  Hebrews  9:22: 


History 
of  Hymns 

“Without  the  shedding  of  blood 
there  is  no  remission  of  sin.” 

The  recurring  line  “Nothing  but 
the  blood  of  Jesus”  answered  the 
questions  asked  in  stanza  one  and 
affirms  the  positive  statements  in 
the  other  stanzas. 

Bom  in  Philadelphia  in  1826, 
Lowry  was  converted  and  joined 


the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  when  he  was  1 7.  He  felt  the 
call  to  the  ministry  and  at  24  en¬ 
tered  the  University  of  Lewisburg 
(Pa.)  to  study  for  the  ministry.  He 
served  several  churches,  including 
Hanson  Place  Baptist  Church  in 
Brooklyn. 

To  help  a  struggling  small  Baptist 
college  in  Lewisburg,  N.J.,  he  ac¬ 
cepted  the  position  of  professor  of 
rhetoric  and  was  also  minister  of 
the  Lewisburg  Baptist  Church.  The 
school  later  became  Bucknell  Uni¬ 
versity. 


In  1868,  Lowry  became  music 
editor  for  the  Biglow-Main  Publish¬ 
ing  Co.  in  New  York.  In  this  work 
he  published  many  collections  for 
Sunday  schools  that  had  great  influ¬ 
ence  throughout  the  nation. 

For  these  collections  Lowry  pro¬ 
vided  musical  settings  for  many 
hymns.  Among  his  more  familiar 
hymns  are  “Shall  We  Gather  at  the 
River,”  “Up  from  the  Grave  He 
Arose,”  “I  Need  Thee  Every  Hour” 
and  “We’re  Marching  to  Zion.” 
NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"O  Young  and  Fearless  Prophet" 


OCTOBER  7,  1994 


Good  Samaritan  Ministries 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


Methodist  Hospital  And 


Good  Samaritan  Fund  Extend  Caring  Ministry 


Assisting  people  in  times  of  dis¬ 
tress  is  an  important  part  of  the 
ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  Methodist  Hospital.  As 
the  only  Methodist  healthcare  facil¬ 
ity  in  the  state,  Methodist  Hospital, 
through  the  Department  of  Pastoral 
Care,  carries  the  ministry  of  caring 
to  those  in  need  through  your  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  Good  Samaritan 
Fund. 

The  Good  Samaritan  Fund  en¬ 
ables  many  to  receive  the  necessary 
medical  care  who  would  otherwise 
be  unable  to  afford  needed  diagnos¬ 
tic  tests  and  therapeutic  treatment. 

“Every  penny  goes  to  financial 
assistance,”  said  Chaplain  Paul 
Durbin,  Director  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Pastoral  Care  at  Methodist 
Hospital,  “for  those  eligible  for  aid. 
Residents  outside  the  New  Orleans 


area  are  also  eligible.  The  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  Fund  offers  only  partial  as¬ 
sistance.  Rarely  does  it  pay  the  total 
amount  of  charges  for  medical  ser¬ 
vices.” 

Chaplain  Durbin  recalled  a  Bap¬ 
tist  Minister  visiting  the  city,  who 
needed  assistance,  an  elderly  man 
who  required  surgery.  “He  was  like 
one  of  the  ten  lepers  in  the  Bible,” 
he  said.  “When  the  man  was  able, 
he  expressed  his  gratitude  to  Jesus 
by  donating  to  the  Fund  so  that  oth¬ 
ers  would  receive  the  same  care  and 
concern." 

The  Department  of  Pastoral 
Care,  through  meeting  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  patient,  has  found  that 
a  patient’s  length  of  stay  has  been 
reduced. 

Being  55  and  not  qualifying  for 


Lafon  is  the  One  .  . . 


Medicare,  a  woman  needed  surgery 
for  a  life-threatening  illness.  Al¬ 
though  she  had  health  insurance, 
her  small  income  was  not  enough  to 
defray  the  costs.  The  Good  Samari¬ 
tan  Fund  helped. 

“My  spiritual  well-being  has  been 
a  significant  factor  in  my  overall  re¬ 
covery  and  health,”  stated  a  patient 
who  was  aided  by  the  Good  Samari¬ 
tan  Fund  and  the  Department  of 
Pastoral  Care.  “Chaplain  Durbin 
and  Chaplain  Nelson  have  helped 
me  —  and  my  family  —  get 
through  a  very  difficult  period.  I 
will  never  forget  what  they  have 
done  for  us  through  the  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  Fund.” 

There  are  other  stories,  equally 
moving,  about  people  who  had  no¬ 
where  to  turn,  until  they  found  the 
Good  Samaritan  Fund,  evidence  of 


Christ’s  love  on  earth.  A  child  need¬ 
ed  an  appendectomy.  Without  sur¬ 
gery,  many  complications  may  have 
arisen.  Her  parents  turned  to  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital  for  needed  assis¬ 
tance. 

A  young,  newly  married  couple 
begins  a  life  together,  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  starting  a  family.  Suddenly, 
life  takes  a  turn;  he  is  laid  off  from 
his  job.  Where  do  they  turn  for  fi¬ 
nancial  assistance  for  prenatal  and 
postnatal  medical  care  for  delivery? 

Chaplain  Durbin  said,  “Your  gift 
to  the  Fund,  whether  large  or  small, 
will  enable  Methodist  Hospital  to 
fulfill  its  mission  to  help  those  in 
need.  Your  gift  will  touch  the  lives 
of  many,  and  thanks  to  the  Good 
Samaritan  Fund,  we  are  able  to  help 
them.” 


Many  patients  who  would  otherwise  be  unable  to  afford  diagnostic 
care  and  therapeutic  treatment  are  assisted  by  Good  Samaritan 
funds.  Contributions  help  them  to  receive  the  necessary  medical 
care. 


Jazzy  Night  in  June,  Annual  Gala  Fund-Raiser 
To  Change  Date  Next  Year,  Keep  Committee 


Plans  Begin  at  Lafon  Home 
For  Expansion  of  Facilities 

Lafon  Home,  a  New  Orleans  facility  for  senior  residents,  was  founded  128  years  ago  and 
has  been  in  its  present  modem  structure  for  10  years.  A  need  for  further  expansion  is  evident 
according  to  Edward  “Sandy”  Lang,  administrator. 

A  major  expansion  of  Lafon  is  on  the  ‘wish  list’  and  plans  are  currently  in  the  works  to 
make  that  expansion  dream  a  reality,”  he  said. 

The  one-story,  102-bed  building  is  equipped  with  state-of-the-art  furnishings  devoted  to 
maximum  care  of  its  residents,  but  it  is  filled  to  capacity. 

“Advances  in  medical  technology  are  increasing  the  senior  population  and  creating  needs 
for  additional  housing  for  the  elderly,”  Lang  said. 

To  celebrate  10  years  in  its  present  home,  Lafon  recently  held  an  open  house  to  which  com¬ 
munity  and  family  members  were  invited.  Employees  with  10  years  of  service  were  honored 
for  their  dedication  to  the  nursing  home  residents. 

The  environment  abounds  with  an  ambiance  of  homey-ness  that  does  wonders  for  the  emo¬ 
tional  well-being  of  those  who  live  there. 


Jazzy  Night  in  June  ’94  was  a  success  but  could  have  been 
better  if  it  had  not  conflicted  with  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  United  Methodist  session  in  Shreveport.  The  commit¬ 
tee  was  great  and  members  have  agreed  to  serve  again  next 
year. 

Lafon  is  the  one  —  that  will  benefits  from  the  annual  fund- 

Jazzy  Night  in  June 
’94  was  held  in  the 
Grand  Ballroom  of  the 
Marriott  Hotel  in  New 
Orleans  June  10.  Guests 
were  entertained  by  such 
artists  as  Melba  Moore, 
Ellis  Marsalis,  Allen 
Toussaint,  Juanita  Brooks,  Phillip  Manuel  and  3-Smooth. 

For  the  gala  benefit,  tables  in  the  ballroom  were  decorated 
with  beautiful  centerpieces.  The  ballroom  was  dotted  with 
jazz-related  items. 

After  a  terrific  show  and  a  sumptuous  meal,  guests  danced  to 
the  mellow  sounds  of  the  Phillip  Manuel  Band.  The  wine 


served  with  the  dinner  had  a  Jazzy  Night  in  June  label. 

The  committee  responsible  for  the  festive  event  included 
honorary  chairpersons,  Lindy  Boggs,  Mickey  Easterling,  Wyn¬ 
ton  Marsalis,  Allen  Toussaint  and  Gee  Tucker  and  the  Adviso¬ 
ry  Committee,  Carol  Balthazar,  Mary  Beal,  Lucinda  Bynum, 
Rev.  Becky  Connor,  Karen  J.  Cooper,  Corinne  Delaney,  Karen 
Nabonne,  Yvette  Rothaermel,  Edith  Sassone,  Linda  Shaw  and 
Josephine  Taylor. 

The  committee  and  Lafon  are  appreciative  of  persons  who 
supported  the  1994  event.  In  an  effort  to  have  a  larger  atten¬ 
dance  from  local  United  Methodist  churches,  the  date  for 
Jazzy  Night  in  June  ’95  has  been  set  for  June  16,  to  prevent  a 
conflict  with  the  Annual  Conference.  Mark  your  calendars! 

The  committee  for  1994  has  decided  to  stay  intact  but  will 
open  its  ranks  for  others  to  join  them  in  the  planning  of  the 
1995  benefit  event. 

Jazzy  Night  in  June  ‘94  was  preceded  by  a  reception  honor¬ 
ing  Melba  Moore,  singer  and  actress.  Hostess  was  Mickey  Eas¬ 
terling  who  entertained  in  her  home.  Among  those  attending 
were  Angela  Hill,  talk  show  hostess;  Judge  C.  Hem  Taylor  and 
Kathleen  Turner,  producer/promoter. 
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Precious  children  are  nurtured,  trained  and  loved  at  Peoples 


Peoples  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munity  Center  in  Central  City  New 
Orleans  is  a  place  that  ministers  to 
children  from  infants  to  five  years 
of  age.  The  children  are  nurtured  in 
a  loving  atmosphere  and  receive  ac¬ 
ademic  training  to  prepare  them  for 
kindergarten.  The  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  institution  has  served  as  a 
beacon  of  light  to  the  community, 
to  families  and  children  since  it  was 
founded  in  1 9 1 8  by  a  group  of  cler¬ 
gy  and  lay  persons  who  answered 
the  call  to  a  mission  of  outreach. 

In  addition  to  child  care  services, 
the  Center  staff  teaches  and  trains 
in  an  Early  Learning  Development 
Program  concept.  A  summer  camp 
enrichment  program  for  older  chil¬ 
dren  also  is  operated  and  now  that 
school  has  started,  a  tutorial  after¬ 
school  program  for  elementary 
school  students  is  conducted. 

Peoples  has  a  Class  A  rating 
awarded  by  the  State  of  Louisiana 
Board  of  Education.  Capacity  en¬ 
rollment  is  100. 

The  work  at  Peoples  is  vitally  im¬ 
portant  to  low-income  families  and 
the  City  of  New  Orleans  as  we  serve 
all  people.  The  purposes  of  mission 
and  service  can  only  continue  with 


your  gifts  to  the  Good  Samaritan 
offerings  and  your  personal  involve¬ 
ment  in  this  mission  project.  Peo¬ 
ples  needs  your  help. 

A  special  “thank  you”  to  the 
churches,  individuals  and  organiza¬ 
tions  for  your  support  of  this  worth¬ 
while  ministry  that  makes  a 
difference  in  young  minds  and 
lives. 

Peoples  has  a  staff  of  nine  per¬ 
sons  and  a  1 6-member  board. 

Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell  is  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  director.  Peoples  is  located  at 
2019  Simon  Bolivar  Ave.,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  and  the  phone  number  is  504- 


524-1041. 

You  are  invited  to  come  to  visit 
us.  We  welcome  opportunities  to 
speak  about  our  mission  work  to 
the  community  during  your  church 
“Mission  Awareness  Programs.” 

Peoples  has  an  active  Parent- 
Teachers  Group  and  some  of  the 
most  adorable  children  found  any¬ 
where.  This  year  as  a  fund-raiser, 
these  precious  little  ones  were 
shown-off  and  given  appreciation 
and  attention  at  the  Second  Annual 
King  and  Queen  Coronation  Festi¬ 
val.  Valda  Williams,  child  care  su¬ 
pervisor,  was  coronation  chair. 


Good  Samaritan 
Fund  Offering 

You  can  give  to  the  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  Fund  to  assist  Lafon 
Home,  Peoples  Community 
Center  and  to  help  Methodist 
Home  provide  medical  care  for 
those  who  would  be  unable  to 
have  it.  Give  your  contribu¬ 
tions  through  your  local  church 
when  it  takes  special  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  Fund  offerings  on  the 
4th  Sunday  in  October  and  on 
Easter  Sunday. 


Peoples'  beautiful  children  are 
shown  as  they  participate  in  a 
coronation  fund-raiser. 
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Worship  and  witness 
cannot 
be  separated 

What  is  the  purpose  of  the  church? 

Many  definitions  have  been  attempted.  All  fall  short.  H.  Richard  Nie¬ 
buhr  reminded  us  that  the  church  exists  to  increase  the  love  of  God  and 
neighbor.  Robert  Webber  suggests  that  the  meaning  of  the  church  is 
clear  only  when  it  is  defined  as  the  visible  sign  of  God’s  saving  work. 
Harvey  Cox  says  the  purpose  of  the  church  is  to  make  God’s  justice  visi¬ 
ble  to  the  world. 

The  more  I  read  on  the  theology  of  the  church,  the  clearer  I  am  that 
the  church’s  mission  and  meaning  are  centered  in  the  local  congregation. 

This  does  not  mean  that  other  expressions  of  the  church  —  councils, 
boards,  chaplaincies,  special  ministries  —  are  not  valid  and  necessary. 
These  ministries  are  extensions  of  the  ministry  of  the  local  congrega¬ 
tion.  They  remind  us  that  the  mission  of  the  local  church  cannot  be  nar¬ 
row  and  provincial. 

Again,  to  quote  Harvey  Cox: 

We  must  realize  from  the  outset  that  the  purpose  of faith  com¬ 
munities  is  not  to  foster  their  own  health  and  vitality.  That 
would  be  introverted  churchiness  at  its  worst.  Let  us  rather  put 
it  this  way:  the  purpose  of  communities  of  faith  is  to  foster  the 
health  and  vitality  of  the  world,  or  to  use  a  more  traditional 
term  with  close  ties  to  the  words  for  health  and  wholeness,  to 
foster  the  world’s  salvation. 

(Excerpted  from  a  recent  speech) 

The  point:  Worship  and  witness  cannot  be  separated.  The  walls  of  the 
sanctuary  extend  around  hurt  and  injustice  all  over  the  globe! 


Bishop  William  Oden 


Summer  Q 


•<l  M<-thodl»t  Charch 


Summer  Grove 
UMC  in 
Shreveport  is 
making  itself 
"user  friend¬ 
ly,"  hospitable 
and  inviting. 
Dozens  of 
members  have 
worked  to  pre¬ 
pare  directing 
signage,  con¬ 
struct  and  staff 
a  welcome 
center,  develop 
a  new  church 
brochure  and  a 
card-and-cross 
invitation  pro¬ 
gram  to  en¬ 
courage 
attendance.  Se¬ 
nior  pastor  is 
Rev.  Willis 
Dear. 


French-speaking  teams  of  volunteers 
needed  for  short-term  African  missions 


French-speaking  Louisiana  resi¬ 
dents  might  be  able  to  assist  the 
UM  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  which  is  seeking  volunteers 
for  rotating  teams  being  sent  to  Af¬ 
rica.  They  will  work  in  camps  of 
Rwandan  and  Burundian  refugees 
at  Goma,  Uvira  and  Bukavu  of 
elsewhere  as  needed. 

A  particular  need  is  clergy  who 
are  fluent  in  French. 

The  cost  to  send  each  team  mem¬ 
ber  for  a  three-week  mission  is 
$5,000  and  volunteers  are  asked  to 


cover  at  least  half  of  that  cost.  They 
are  encouraged  to  seek  financial  as¬ 
sistance  from  local  churches  and  in¬ 
dividuals. 

An  Advance  Special,  No.  177000- 
-2,  has  been  established  for  those 
who  want  to  contribute  to  the  fi¬ 
nancing  of  volunteer  teams. 

For  additional  information  con¬ 
tact  Rev.  John  McCullough,  chief 
executive  of  Mission  Personnel, 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  2 1 2-870-3600. 


People  —  Places  —  Events 


Over  100  persons  attended  a  spe¬ 
cial  service  at  Ebenezer  UMC  in 
Crowley  when  senior  members  were 
recognized,  Rev.  Robert  W.  Peter¬ 
son,  pastor,  reports.  Honored  at  the 
service  were  Stanley  Atkinson,  Win¬ 
nie  Atkinson,  Harry  Allen,  Nannie 
Ray  Faulk,  Esther  Sarver,  Annie 
Sarver,  Shirley  Crawford  and  Rita 
and  Bob  Faulk.  Some  of  them  have 
been  members  for  60  years  or  long¬ 
er  at  the  Ebenezer  Church  or  its 
predecessor  Hebron  UMC. 

*  *  * 

Vintage  laces,  linens  and  crystal 
along  with  holiday  wreaths,  jewelry 


and  ornaments  will  be  available  for 
sale  to  the  public  at  the  Fourth  An¬ 
nual  Bazaar  at  St.  Luke’s  UMC, 
Shreveport,  Saturday,  Oct.  1 5,  from 
9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Homemade  jellies 
and  baked  goods  also  will  be  sold. 
The  bazaar  will  feature  a  luncheon 
and  a  silent  auction  of  heirloom 
items,  a  home  organ,  sculptured 
glass  ornaments  and  paintings  by 
local  artists. 

A  Children’s  Fall  Carnival  will  be 
held  Sunday,  Oct.  30,  from  3  to  6 
p.m.  at  St.  Luke’s.  Fun,  prizes  and  a 
costume  contest  are  planned  for 
area  children  1 2  and  under. 


Around  the  Conference 


Dunk  the  bishop! 


Bad  shot!  If  the  Dunking  Booth  target  was  missed.  Bishop  Oden 
stayed  dry.  A  bullseye  would  put  the  bishop,  wearing  his  shoes  and 
dress  clothes,  in  the  water.  Dr.  Larry  Maddin,  RIGHT,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  Lake  Charles  District,  and  the  Bishop  were  good  (and  wet) 
sports  at  Fall  Convo.  They  added  to  the  fun  and  helped  the  youth 
raise  money  for  the  Youth  Service  Fund.  LaVoyce  Dyer  of  Hartzell 
UMC,  New  Orleans,  was  the  first  to  dunk  the  bishop.  In  the  extreme 
upper  right  corner  is  a  member  of  the  Charity  Clowns  of  Corner¬ 
stone  UMC,  New  Orleans,  who  provided  moments  of  joy  and  wor¬ 
ship. 


Almost  500  junior  and  senior  high  youth,  like  these  above,  from 
around  the  Conference  enjoyed  the  music,  clowning,  skits  and  de- 
votionals  at  Fall  Convocation,  lamming  to  the  music,  in  foreground, 
from  left,  are  Paul  Zansler,  Brandi  Bates  and  Lane  Winn. 

Two  Denham  Springs  churches 
join  for  African  Bible  study 


First  UMC  of 
Denham  Springs 
and  Roberts 
UMC  of  that 
community  are 
currently  en¬ 
gaged  in  Bible 
study  together, 

Richard  Davis,  Rev.  Larry  G.  Miller 
communications  director  of  First 
UMC,  said. 

The  leaders  are  the  ministers  of 
the  two  churches,  Rev.  Wilbur  Da¬ 
vis  of  Roberts  and  Rev.  Larry  G. 
Miller  of  First  UMC. 

The  50  participating  members  of 
the  two  congregations  alternate  be¬ 
tween  the  two  churches  for  their 
sessions  on  Galatians. 

Because  there  are  so  many  at¬ 


tending  the  Bi¬ 
ble  study, 
smaller  groups 
were  formed. 
The  churches 
are  using  a 
modified  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  Afri- 
Rev.  Wilbur  Davis  can  Bible  study 
introduced  to  the  Conference  by 
Bishop  Oden  at  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  session  last  year. 

The  Bible  study  started  Sept.  18 
and  will  continue  through  Oct.  23 
on  Sunday  evenings. 

“We  are  finding  that  we  have 
some  great  and  varied  perspectives 
on  the  Biblical  passages,”  Richard 
Davis  said.  “The  sessions  have 
evolved  and  now  we  also  combine 
them  with  worship  and  fellowship.” 


Irene  Reed,  New  Orleans  District 
director  of  the  Lay  Speakers’ 
School,  reminds  persons  in  the  area 
of  the  New  Orleans  District  Lay 
Speaker’s  School  scheduled  Friday, 
Oct.  14,  from  6  to  9  p.m.  and  Satur¬ 
day,  Oct.  15,  from  8  a.m.  to  2:30 
p.m.  The  event  will  be  held  in  Na¬ 
poleon  Avenue  UMC,  New  Orleans. 
The  registration  fee  is  $12.50  per 
person. 

•  •  • 

Margie  Young,  a  member  of 
Montpelier  UMC,  in  1991  wrote  an 
inspirational  VISION  2000  song  ti¬ 
tled,  “Give  Unto  Us  a  Vision”  as 
part  of  her  church’s  VISION  2000 
projects.  She  said  she  can  now  send 
tapes  to  pastors  or  choir  leaders 
who  would  like  to  use  the  song  in 
their  churches.  “I  have  hand  writ¬ 
ten,  roughly,  the  melody  with  har¬ 
mony  to  go  with  a  tape,”  she  said. 
Persons  interested  in  more  informa¬ 
tion  may  write  her:  Margie  Young, 
Rt.  1,  Box  146,  Amite,  LA  70422. 

She  dedicated  the  song  to  the 
memory  of  three  family  members: 
her  father,  Rev.  Albert  D.  George, 
who  served  40  years  in  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  and  20  in  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Conference;  her  mother, 
Ruth  George,  and  her  aunt,  Mrs. 
Claude  Mayo  Sr.,  mother  of  Rev. 
Alvin  Mayo,  a  retired  Louisiana 
Conference  minister.  The  latter  has 
family  members  in  First  UMC, 
Lake  Charles. 

*  *  * 

The  Fall  Festival  and  Style  Show 
at  First  UMC,  Shreveport  was  a  tre¬ 
mendous  success,  June  Sumrall  re¬ 
ports.  “Passing  on  the  Faith” 
included  generations  of  families. 
“The  children  stole  the  show,”  she 
said.  “Doris  Branton,  the  ‘80-some¬ 
thing’  great  grandmother,  who  is  a 
widow  of  a  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  and  mother  of  Dr.  Ray  Branton 
(executive  director,  South  Central 
Jurisdiction),  reading  a  story  of 
faith  to  her  great-grandchildren 
opened  the  show  and  was  a  hit.” 

Proceeds  went  to  Dulac  Coopera¬ 
tive  Ministries;  St.  Mark’s  Commu¬ 
nity  Center  in  New  Orleans; 
MacDonell  UM  Children’s  Services 
in  Houma;  Sager-Brown  Center  for 
Enabling  Ministries;  toward  fur¬ 
nishing  guest  rooms  at  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Center;  special 
mission  recognition  pins  and  local 
social  concerns,  Human  Resource 
Center,  Martin  Luther  King  Medi¬ 
cal  Center  and  George  P.  Hendrix 
Elementary,  the  church’s  “adopted” 
school. 

*  *  * 

Mental  illness  and  chemical  de¬ 
pendency  are  treatable  just  as  are 
physical  illness  but  people  so  often 
fail  to  recognize  them  and  frequent¬ 
ly  do  not  know  where  to  go  for  help. 
Methodist  Behavioral  Resources  is 
currently  offering  free,  confidential 
mental  health  assessments  for 
adults  and  adolescents  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  East,  Uptown,  Slidell  and  Me¬ 
tairie,  as  a  public  service. 

Assessments  are  recommended 
for  persons  experiencing  any  of  the 
following  warning  signs  of  mental 
illness  or  chemical  dependency: 
Suicidal  thinking,  gestures  or  at¬ 
tempts;  prolonged  depression  and 
apathy;  marked  changes  in  eating  or 
sleeping  patterns;  personality 
changes;  inability  to  cope  with 
problems  and  daily  activities;  exces¬ 
sive  anxieties;  strange  or  grandiose 
ideas;  destructive  behavior,  ex¬ 
treme  highs  and  lows;  abuse  of  alco¬ 
hol  or  drugs;  excessive  anger, 
hostility  or  violent  behavior. 

To  schedule  appointments  or  for 
additional  information  call.  504- 
244-5661  or  1-800-725-2199.  A 
therapist  is  always  available  for 
emergency  crisis  situations. 

•  •  « 

Dr.  John  Van  Dickens  III,  pastor 
of  Morningside-Cedar  Grove  UM 
Charge  in  Shreveport,  was  recently 
commissioned  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Chaplain  Corps  of  the  US  Navy.  Af¬ 
ter  attending  Chaplain’s  School  in 
Newport  R.I.,  Dickens  will  be  sta¬ 
tioned  with  the  2nd  Marine  Division 
at  Camp  LeJeune  in  Jacksonville, 
N.C.  His  wife,  Rev.  Kathy  Clark- 
Dickens,  and  their  daughters  will 
join  him  there  in  December. 


lust  before  students  went  back 
to  school,  Moss  Bluff  UMC  cele¬ 
brated  Higher  Education  Sun¬ 
day.  Students  leading  the  service 
included,  front  row,  from  left, 
Allison  Langley,  Leigh  Ann  Bos¬ 
ton  and  Sara  Langley,  and  top 
row,  from  left,  Mark  Daigle, 
Ryan  Vining,  Chad  Wynn  and 
Jeff  Broussard.  Higher  education 
representative  is  Henry  Adcock 
and  pastor  is  Rev.  John  Vining. 


The  Cardinal  Singers,  ABOVE, 
from  Red  Bird  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference  sang  this  summer  and 
were  invited  into  homes  and 
United  Methodist  churches  in 
Downsville,  Monroe,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Alexandria,  Lake  Charles, 
Westlake,  Baton  Rouge,  Thibo- 
daux  and  Kenner.  The  students 
have  returned  home  and  are 
back  in  Red  Bird  High  School 
(enrollment  350)  in  Southeast¬ 
ern  Kentucky. 


Karl  M.  Clark, 

a  member  of 
Neely  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  is 
serving  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  Gammon 
Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  Student 
Fellowship  for 
1994-95  at  the 
interdenomina- 

Karl  M.  Clark  tional  theological 
center  in  Atlanta. 

He  received  bachelor’s  and  mas¬ 
ter’s  degrees  from  Southern  Univer¬ 
sity.  A  senior  at  Gammon,  he  is 
student  pastor  at  Capitol  View 
UMC  in  Atlanta.  He  recently  com¬ 
pleted  an  internship  at  the  Veter¬ 
an's  Administration  Medical  Center 
in  Atlanta  as  a  chaplain’s  assistant 
in  the  Clinical  Pastoral  Education 
Program. 

*  *  * 

Ruston  District  Clergy  Spouses 
are  compiling  amusing  and  interest¬ 
ing  stories  from  clergy  and  spouses 
about  experiences  in  moving  to  new 
appointments.  A  booklet  containing 
the  stories  is  being  prepared  to 
share  in  conjunction  with  the  annu¬ 
al  Clergy  Spouse  Luncheon  to  be 
held  during  the  1995  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  The  theme  will  be  “Moving 
Experiences.”  Persons  who  have  ex¬ 
periences  to  share  may  mail  them 
to:  Mandy  O’Dell,  3700  Ridge- 
mont,  Ruston  LA  71270,  no  later 
than  Feb.  10.  1995. 


In  Memoriam 

Rev.  Alfred  Pollar,  76,  retired 
minister  in  the  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
died  Sept.  29  in  Norcross,  Ga.  Fu¬ 
neral  services  were  held  Oct.  3  in 
the  First  UMC  in  Norcross. 

Survivors  are  his  wife,  Barbara  L. 
Pollar,  307  Autry  St.,  Norcross,  GA 
30071,  and  a  son,  Alfred  Pollar  Jr. 
of  New  Orleans. 


Clergy  Appreciation  Day  set 


The  Rev.  Prim  Smith,  chaplain  at 
Tulane  and  LSU  medical  schools, 
will  be  featured  speaker  at  Pendle¬ 
ton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital's 
Annual  Clergy  Appreciation  Day 
Monday,  Oct.  17 

The  event  is  planned  as  part  of 
Orleans  Parish  Medical  Society’s 
Medicine  and  Religion  Week,  Oct. 
16-23. 

The  day  of  activities  and  discus¬ 
sions  for  the  religious  community 


will  begin  at  8:30  a.m.  Monday  at 
the  hospital. 

Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict,  will  conduct  a  worship  service. 
Also  planned  are  a  tour  of  the  hos¬ 
pital  and  a  seminar  with  the  theme 
“Of  Human  Value.” 

For  additional  information  call 
the  Pastoral  Care  Department  of 
Methodist  Hospital,  504-244-5430. 

Dr.  John  Van 
Dickens  III, 
LEFT,  is  pic¬ 
tured  as  he 
was  sworn  into 
the  Chaplain 
Corps  in  the 
US  Navy  by 
the  only  other 
Navy  UMC 
Chaplain  in 
Louisiana, 
Commander 
Robert  G. 
Rowland. 


Faith  forum 


OCTOBER  14,  1994 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Reader:  'Geologian's'  spiritual  views  aren't  Christian 

What  was  the  exact  Duroose  for  a  BtsssToasssTOi - ...  ......  — - 


What  was  the  exact  purpose  for  a 
Christian  publication’s  having  devoted  so 
much  space  to  the  article  on  “geologian” 
and  New  Age  thinker  Thomas  Berry? 

As  a  former  17-year  devotee  of  his 
philosophies,  now  turned  Christian,  1  can 
tell  you  that  his  views  on  the  destiny  of 
mankind  are,  especially  in  a  Christian 
context,  false,  heretical  and  misleading, 
despite  his  Passionist  background  (see 
UMR  Special  Report,  Population, 
Consumption,  Environment  and  YOU). 

Take,  for  example,  his  statement, 
“Humans  can’t  make  a  blade  of  grass,  but 
there  can’t  be  a  blade  of  grass  unless 
humans  foster  and  protect  its  survival.”  I 
disagree:  Grass  was  on  earth  before  we 
were,  and  God  fostered  and  protected  it 
without  our  help.  God  designed  every 
living  thing,  grass  included,  to  undergo  a 
life  cycle,  to  live  and  die;  there  is  nothing 
we  can  do  to  protect  any  living  thing  to 
the  point  of  having  it  survive  indefinitely, 
including  ourselves,  which  is  exactly  why 
God  sent  His  son  to  offer  us  eternal  life! 

Father  Berry’s  evolutionist  philosophies 
tell  us  that  it  took  not  six  days  for  God  to 
complete  his  task  of  creating  the  universe 
but,  with  Earth  alone,  billions  of  years! 
How  can  he  possibly  presume  to  know 
more  than  God? 

Father  Berry  claims  that  “the  earth 
community  demands”  a  transition  from  a 
faltering  geologic  time  period  to  another  in 
which  “humans  will  live  in  harmony  with 
the  natural  order,  or  not  at  all.”  To  “live  in 
harmony  with  the  natural  order”  is  part  of 
the  New  Age  Big  Lie.  If  he  believed  the 
Bible,  he  would  contend  it  will  be  “not  at 
all”: 

But  the  day  of  the  Lord  will  come  like  a 
thief.  The  heavens  will  disappear  with  a 
roar:  the  elements  will  be  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  the  earth  and  everything  in  it  will  be 
laid  bare.  —  2  Peter  3:10. 

The  article  encourages  us  to  organize 
ourselves  into  a  “mutually  life-enhancing 
relationship  with  the  earth  community” 
or,  in  other  words,  compromise  our 
relationship  with  God  so  that  we  can 
better  accommodate  a  relationship  with 
trees,  dirt,  water,  air,  sun,  wind,  fire,  etc., 
etc.,  etc. 

This  “earth  religion”  placates  our  need 
to  worship  and  to  submit  to  “something” 
that  God  has  had  a  hand  in,  without 
worshipping  or  submitting  to  God. 


Editor's  note:  In  an  effort  to  promote  dialogue  across  the  church  on  global  stew¬ 
ardship  issues,  we  devote  a  major  portion  of  this  week's  Faith  Forum  page  to 
readers'  responses  to  the  UMR  Special  Report,  Population,  Environment,  Con¬ 
sumption  and  YOU.  The  supplement  was  prepared  with  the  help  of  a  $20,000 
grant  from  the  Pew  Charitable  Trusts. 


Father  Berry  proposes  “a  profound  shift 
in  thinking — of  recognizing  the  universe, 
not  humans  as  central.”  What  about 
recognizing  God  as  central? 

He  says  that  the  universe  is  “creative.” 
Here  Father  Berry  exposes  the  heart  and 
soul  of  New  Ageism:  The  universe  is  the 
divine  source  of  all  things,  and  God  is 
just  a  part  of  it,  and  not,  in  fact,  the 
Creator  of  the  universe!  But  the  universe 
cannot  create,  only  God  can  create! 

Need  1  continue?  Father  Berry  is  not 


only  a  “geologian”  but  a  “pantheologian” 
in  that  he  puts  God  on  an  equal  plane  with 
the  universe.  He  believes  that  our  first  duty 
as  human  beings  is  to  established  a 
relationship  with  the  universe  so  that 
“together”  we  and  the  universe  can  keep 
things  on  the  planet  in  order. 

I  believe  our  first  duty  as  humans, 
especially  Christians,  is  to  cement  our 
relationship  with  God  and  strive  to 
become  totally  submissive  to  him.  What 
more  can  God  do  to  show  us  that  his  way 


is  the  way  it  should  be?  Is  not  the  fact 
that  he  sacrificed  his  only  son  so  that  we 
might  have  life  beyond  the  earth — 
beyond  the  universe — proof  enough? 

Peter  B.  Thompson 
Attica,  New  York 


Our  church  wastes  paper 

I  was  encouraged  to  read  about  Father 
Thomas  Berry.  One  thought  that  occurred 
to  me  is  that  we  United  Methodists  waste 
more  paper  on  official  paperwork  than 
any  other  denomination  on  the  planet. 

Our  local  church  sent  for  more  forms 
to  record  the  Sunday  offering.  We  were 
sent  a  bigger  form,  and  it  was  not  printed 
on  recycled  paper. 

We  shouldn’t  have  to  wait  for  a 
General  Conference  to  start  streamlining 
our  paperwork.  If  we  look  at  the 
destruction  of  the  forests  as  a  type  of 
poverty  to  be  addressed,  maybe  we 
United  Methodists  can  mobilize  the  same 
resourcefulness  we’ve  applied  to  other 
social  issues. 

M.  J.  Neish 
Seaside,  California 

Growth  doesn't  cause  poverty 

Population  growth  is  not  the  primary 
cause  of  poverty.  Some  of  the  most 
explosively  growing  economies  in  the 
world  may  be  found  in  densely  populated 
areas  in  Asia.  The  problem  in  some  of 
these  societies  is  not  birth  control  but  the 
opposite — how  to  increase  the  birth  rate. 

In  Singapore,  for  instance,  the 
government  is  encouraging  its  people  to 
have  more  children  with  tax  incentives 
and  the  slogan  “Go  For  Three.”  The 
province  of  Canton,  China,  has  to  import 
10  million  workers  from  other  provinces 
to  supplement  its  large  population  base  of 
66  million. 

Implicit  in  today’s  publicized  discussion 
is  that  if  you  are  opposed  to  birth  control 
then  you  support  poverty.  Poverty  is  a 
debilitating  and  dehumanizing  condition 
that  must  be  reversed,  but  redistribution  of 
wealth,  intrusive  government  intervention 
and  the  re-awakening  of  failed  collectivist 
policies  will  never  be  the  answer. 

Consider  this  example:  Over  the  past 
three  decades,  Tanzania  has  gone  from  an 
emerging  country  to  one  where  incomes 
today  are  half  what  they  were  in  1980.  An 
ever-increasing  government  relied  heavily 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


on  other  countries  and  the  World  Bank  to 
provide  50  percent  of  its  budget.  When 
economic  failure  occurred  in  1985, 
President  Nyerere  was  forced  to  step  down 
along  with  his  socialistic  policies.  The 
World  Bank  now  admits  that  its  financial 
support  helped  sustain  a  “poorly  thought- 
out  socialist  experiment.” 

If  we  are  truly  to  commit  ourselves  to 
the  eradication  of  poverty  and  the  effects 
of  poor  social  policies,  then  let  us  attack  it 
head-on  by  promoting  government  and 
market  reforms. 

However,  if  we  are  to  commit  ourselves 
to  reducing  population  growth,  then  let  us 
openly  discuss  the  issues  of  “reproductive 
rights,  diversity  of  family  forms  and  sexual 
health”  and  not  cloud  our  discussion  with 
the  non-relationship  between  economics 
and  population  densities.  Remember  that 
one  of  our  responsibilities  as  Christians  is 
to  be  good  stewards  and  to  manage  our 
resources  wisely. 

Stacy  Walbridge 
Levittown,  Pennsylvania 

Report  raised  questions 

The  Reporter' s  special  section  about 
overpopulation  and  the  dwindling 
resources  available  to  most  of  the  world’s 
people  raised  several  questions. 

Was  God’s  promise  of  an  abundant  life 
made  only  to  one-third  of  the  world’s 
people  or  made  contingent  on  a  certain 
population  level?  I  believe  that  promise  is 
for  all  people  and  that  our  responsibility 
is  to  help  fulfill  that  promise  for  all. 

Can  we,  as  compassionate  Christians, 
realize  our  calling  to  give  from  ourselves 
directly  to  those  who  need  help  and  not 
have  it  funnel  through  a  wasteful 
bureaucracy?  I  believe  that  “compassion” 
which  is  forced  is  not  compassion  at  all. 

With  hunger  occurring  in  so  many 
countries,  can  we  as  Christians  tolerate 
the  policy  of  our  government  paying 
farmers  not  to  grow  grain?  With  hunger 
so  prevalent,  I  can  hardly  fathom  the 
lunacy  of  such  a  policy. 

Clint  Jones 
Denver,  Colorado 


Amid  grief,  we  keep  vows  made  at  baptism 


Faithfully  yours 


Cynthia  B.  Astle 
is  an  Associate 
Editor  of  the  Re¬ 
porter. 


jaydene  Blount,  38,  was  murdered  in  her 
home  Sept.  24.  Her  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  has  reaffirmed  the  vows  mem¬ 
bers  made  at  her  daughter's  baptism  to 
help  raise  4-year-old  Jahliese. 


What  others  are  saying 


“Mud  through  one’s  toes,  planet 
Earth  seen  from  outer  space,  geo¬ 
physical,  chemical  and  biological 
processes  can  all  be  interpreted  as 
signs  of  the  goodness  of  creation 
and  of  the  goodness  of  the  Creator.” 
— Janies  M.  Gustafson  in  his  book, 
A  Sense  of  the  Divine:  The  Natural 
Environment  from  a  Theocentric 
Perspective. 

*  *  * 

“We  tend  to  see  the  church  as  a 
religious  pension  or  insurance  sys- 


The  daily  newspa¬ 
per  reported  that  a 
neighbor  found  4- 
year-old  Jahliese 
Blount  crying,  “I 
can’t  get  my  mother 
woke.” 

Inside  the  small 
frame  house  in  an  ur¬ 
ban  enclave,  Jah- 
liese’s  small  dog  was 
standing  guard  over 
the  beaten  and 
stabbed  body  of  her 
mother,  Jaydene 
Blount,  38. 

Except  for  one  fact,  the  story  could  have  been  just  another 
distant  episode  of  senseless  city  violence  to  me.  That  fact? 
Jaydene  and  Jahliese  were  part  of  our  congregation  at  Casa 
View  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas. 

Jaydene’s  parents,  Jo  and  James,  were  members  of  our 
church  until  they  moved.  Jaydene  and  her  siblings  grew  up  in 
our  midst. 

Beyond  her  kin  ties,  though,  Jaydene,  an  artist  and  activist, 
found  our  congregation  to  be  a  place  where  she,  a  single 
mother,  and  her  daughter,  whose  father  was  African-Ameri¬ 
can,  were  welcomed. 

In  turn  Jaydene — a  free  spirit 
garbed  in  rainbow-colored  skirts, 
tank  tops,  sandals  and  silver  jewel¬ 
ry — helped  to  make  our  congrega¬ 
tion  hospitable  with  her  generous 
gifts  of  love  and  acceptance. 

How  far  and  wide  she  carried 
God’s  love  was  evident  at  her  me¬ 
morial  service. 

People  wearing  everything  from 
gabardine  to  blue  jeans,  of  all  colors 
of  skin  and  “colors  of  mind,”  as  one 
eulogist  put  it,  lined  our  sanctuary 
three-deep  to  bid  her  farewell. 
Strangers  mourned  together,  hold¬ 
ing  hands,  hugging  and  weeping. 

For  all  its  sorrow,  Jaydene’s  me- 


tem.  We  pay  into  it  only  to  be  able 
to  collect  the  benefits  we  want  from 
it.  But  this  doesn't  seem  to  be  what 
God  has  in  mind.  According  to  the 
Bible,  the  church’s  role  is  to  minis¬ 
ter  and  communicate  the  Gospel  to 
the  whole  world — to  feed  all  of 
God’s  sheep.  The  church  doesn’t  ex¬ 
ist  just  to  feed  its  members.  It  exists 
to  bring  the  whole  world  to  Christ.” 


— Barbara  Wendland,  Connections 
newsletter. 
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morial  reminded  me  of  the  joyful 
celebration  we’d  held  two  years  ear¬ 
lier  when  Jahliese,  her  daughter, 
was  baptized.  That  baptism  had 
forged  another  beautiful  link  in  the 
chain  of  generations  down  which 
we  pass  our  faith.  As  we  came  to¬ 
gether  again  to  bury  little  Jahliese’s 
mother,  we  reaffirmed  our  vows  as 
a  congregation  to  help  Jahliese’s 
grandparents  "bring  up”  the  or¬ 
phaned  girl. 

Perhaps,  as  one  of  our  members 
said  at  Jaydene’s  memorial,  there  is 
only  one  way  to  redeem  the  evil  of 
her  murder — to  be  recommitted  to 
Christ’s  way  of  love. 

I  shrink  from  that  way;  it’s  too 
hard. 

I  know  that  the  way  of  love 
means  not  just  seeking  justice  for 
Jaydene  and  sustaining  a  relation¬ 
ship  with  Jahliese.  It  means  getting 
involved  personally  with  boys  and 
girls,  to  show  them  love  and  life  be¬ 
fore  they  learn  to  hate  and  to  kill. 

Ultimately,  following  Christ’s  way 
of  love  means  that  I  will  have  to 
leam  how  to  forgive  Jaydene’s  killer. 

But  all  of  this  is  in  the  future.  For 
now,  all  that  we,  Jaydene’s  family 
and  friends,  can  do  is  to  draw  com¬ 
fort  from  our  certainty  that  God  has 
welcomed  her  unique  soul.  In  this 
senseless  death,  God  is  with  us.  We 
are  not  alone. 

Thanks  be  to  God. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Beloved,  let  us  love  one  another; 
for  love  is  of  God,  and  everyone 
who  loves  is  bom  of  God  and 
knows  God.”  (NRSV) 


Youths  Against  Alcohol  Use 
Essay  Contest 

PURPOSE:  To  offer  United  Methodist  students  in  grades  7-9  and  grades  10- 12  an 
opportunity  to  share  their  Christian  witness  on  the  benefits  of  abstinence  from 
alcohol. 

TOPIC:  Grades  7-9:  “Who  Is  Hurt  When  People  Use  Alcohol?”;  Grades  10- 
12:  “I  Choose  to  Grow  Up  Alcohol-Free.” 

LENGTH:  Grades  7-9,  350  to  450  words;  Grades  10-12,  500  to  750  words. 
CONTENT:  Each  essay  must  adhere  to  the  assigned  topic.  Reference  material 
should  be  listed  at  the  end  of  the  essay.  Footnotes  are  not  necessary  unless  sta¬ 
tistical  data  are  presented  or  direct  quotes  are  used.  Direct  quotations  should 
not  exceed  20  percent  of  the  essay. 

CRITERIA:  Essays  should  reflect  an  explicitly 
Christian  perspective.  Essays  will  be  judged  on  the 
basis  of  content  and  originality  (40  percent),  style 
and  expressiveness  (30  percent),  clarity  and  gram¬ 
matical  construction  (20  percent)  and  neatness  (10 
percent). 

PREPARATION:  Submit  completed  application  form 
(see  below)  and  three  (3)  copies  on  white  paper  with 
one-inch  margins.  Essays  may  be  typed,  computer- 
printed  or  neatly  handwritten  and  should  be  double¬ 
spaced. 

AWARDS:  Grades  7-9,  1st  $500,  2nd  $250,  3rd  $125;  Grades  10-12,  1st  $750, 
2nd  $500,  3rd  $300.  Winning  essays  will  be  published  in  UMR  newspapers. 
DEADLINES:  All  essays  must  be  postmarked  by  Jan.  15,  1995.  Mail  essays  with 
completed  application  form  to:  Essay  Contest,  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 

Applications  and  information  may  be  obtained  from  the  Independent  Committee  on 
Alcohol  and  Drugs  for  United  Methodists,  P.O.  Box  532,  Richardson,  TX  75080. 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


Ronald  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  2  Corinthians  5:17) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct  16 

Sunday:  Psalm  104:1-9 
Monday:  Psalm  104:24,35c 
Tuesday:  Job  38:1-7 
Wednesday:  Job  38:34-41 
Thursday:  Hebrews  5:1-6 
Friday:  Hebrews  5:7-10 
Saturday:  Mark  10:35-45 
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1995  NATIONAL  URBAN 
MINISTRY  CONVOCATION 


February  2  -  5,  1995  Birmingham,  AL 


A  visionary  event  with  practical  ideas  and 
usable  strategies  for  pastors,  laity,  staff  and 
board  members  of  community  organizations, 
conference  staff  and  bishops. 


Speakers  and 
Workshop  Leaders 
Bishop  Sharon  Rader 
Dr,  Joycelyn  Elders 
Bishop  Felton  May 
Conrado  Soltero 
•Henry  Cisneros 
Joseph  Lowery 
Deborah  Bass 
Cecil  Williams 
Hal  Recinos 
Tex  Sample 
Jerald  Scott 
John  Schol 


I  its 


For  information  call  (212)  870-3832 

The  Office  of  Urban  Ministry  •  Empowering  the  urban  church  for  development,  community 
change,  and  renewal  through  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  John  Schol,  Executive  Secretary 

Sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  National  Urban  Strategy  Council 
and  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
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Faith  in  the  world 


OCTOBER  14, 1994 


Faith 


watch 


'NO'  TO  PROP  187:  United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  (Los  Angeles  Area)  and 
members  of  the  California-Pacific  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  board  of  church  and  society  have  asked 
Californians  to  vote  “no” 
on  a  state-wide  proposition 
187,  called  the  “Save  our 
State”  initiative.  This  prop-| 
osition  would  deny  public 
education,  health  services 
and  other  benefits  to  un¬ 
documented  immigrant 
persons  in  California. 

Church  leaders  have  asked 
others  to  pray  for  those  in  government  and  for 
sojourners,  in  order  to  produce  public  policy 
that  affirms  all  persons — especially  children. 


Roy  I.  Sano 


CASE  DISMISSED:  The  high  court  of  the 

Presbyterian  Church  U.S.A.  has  dismissed 
charges  brought  against  the  denomination's 
General  Assembly  Council  that  said  the  council 
failed  to  discipline  agencies  and  individuals  in¬ 
volved  in  the  controversial  “Re-Imagining  Con¬ 
ference.”  The  1993  conference,  held  in 
Minneapolis  and  attended  by  some  2,000  peo¬ 
ple,  has  generated  controversy  in  a  number  of 
mainline  Protestant  denominations — especially 
Presbyterian  and  The  United  Methodist 
churches. 

GRANT  TO  HAITI:  A  $50,000  grant  was 
made  Oct.  4  to  the  Methodist  Church  in  Haiti 
by  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR).  The  grant  came  at  the  request  of 
the  Rev.  Moise  Isidore,  who  became  chairman 
of  the  Haitian  church  on  Sept.  1 .  Funds  will  be 
used  “for  the  purchase  of  food  within  the 
country,”  according  to  the  Rev.  Ken  Lutgen, 
UMCOR’s  chief  executive.  In  addition,  a  boat¬ 
load  of  food  and  medicine — the  first  of  three 
scheduled  shipments — from  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Church  World  Service 
has  arrived  at  Port-au-Prince.  UMCOR  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  shipment,  and  Haitian  Method¬ 
ists  will  be  among  recipients  of  the  aid. 
Contributions  to  United  Methodist  mission 
work  in  Haiti  can  be  made  to  UMCOR  Ad¬ 
vance  No.  901 175-4,  Haiti  emergency. 

ESCAPE  FROM  LIBERIA:  In  an  atmo¬ 
sphere  of  “total  anarchy,”  a  veteran  United 
Methodist  missionary  and  four  Catholic  sisters 
working  in  Liberia  survived  a  shakedown  at 
gunpoint  and  finally  fled  to  the  nearby  country 
of  Guinea.  Loretta  Gruver,  whouetumed  to 
the  United  States  from  the  Ivory  Coast  on 
Sept.  29,  said  she  was  still  shaken  by  the  ex¬ 
perience,  but  also  amazed  at  the  miracle  of 
their  escape.  She  was  saddened,  however,  by 
reports  that  Ganta  Hospital — where  she  has 
worked  almost  continuously  since  1964 — was 
looted  and  “turned  upside  down.”  The  60-bed 
United  Methodist  institution  has  a  Liberian 
staff  of  160. 

STOP  GUN  VIOLENCE:  An  unknown 

number  of  United  Methodist  churches  across 
the  country  are  expected  to  observe  the  “Na¬ 
tional  Children’s  Sabbath”  during  the  weekend 
of  Oct.  16  with  a  special  emphasis  on  gun  vio¬ 
lence.  Officials  of  the  Children’s  Defense 
Fund,  which  sponsors  the  observance,  say  14 
children  a  day  die  from  guns. 

'GOOD  NEWS'  FOR  CHILDREN: 

United  Methodist  Health  and  Welfare  execu¬ 
tive  Cathie  Lyons  was  the  bearer  of  “Good 
News”  recently  for  churches  in  Semipalatinsk, 
in  the  former  Soviet  Union.  She  carried  about 
100  Russian  language  copies  of  children’s  Bible 
stories  from  United  Methodists  in  the  Texas 
Annual  Conference  at  the  request  of  a  member 
of  the  Russian  Orthodox  church.  The  literature 
was  requested  by  Father  Fyodor  who  told 
Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  (Houston  Area) 
that  Russian  churches  needed  training  for  Sun¬ 
day  School  workers  and  assistance  in  obtaining 
children’s  religious  education  materials.The 
bishop  has  heeded  both  requests,  and  is  ar¬ 
ranging  for  volunteers  to  assist  Father  Fyodar, 
said  Ms.  Lyons. 
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Local  pastors  'in  limbo/  but  they're  needed 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


By  DANIEL  R.  CANGLER 
Associate  Editor 

BRANSON,  Mo.— Theology  re¬ 
cently  clashed  with  reality  over  the 
limbo  in  which  local  pastors  say 
they  find  themselves  as  neither 
clergy  nor  laity  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Emotional  sparks  were  ignited 
by  local  pastor  Gary  T.  Frey  of  Eu- 
fiia,  Ala.,  during  the  Sept.  27-30 
meeting  of  the  National  Fellowship 
of  United  MethodistiAssociate 
Members  and  Local  Pastors. 

“We  (local  pastors)  can’t  de¬ 
fine  ourselves.  Even  the  (United 
Methodist  Book  of)  Disciple  can’t 
say  who  we  are,”  said  Mr.  Frey 
(see  accompanying  illustration). 

The  Rev.  J.  Ray  Swearingen  of 
Caney,  Kan.,  an  associate  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Kansas  East  Annual 
Conference,  expressed  his  frus¬ 
tration  at  being  demeaned  by  a 
“seminary  (graduated)  clergy” 
because  he  (Mr.  Swearingen)  was 


ordained  through  a  course  of 
study  program  option  for  those 
over  35.  Many  associate  mem¬ 
bers  ordained  in  this  manner  ex¬ 
pressed  similar  experiences. 

Took  on  challenge 

Bishop  Ann  B.  Sherer  (Missou¬ 
ri  Area)  took  on  the  challenge  di¬ 
rectly  during  a  one-hour 
presentation  on  the  progress  of 
the  ministry  study  under  way 
within  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Bishop  Sherer  said  the  bishops 
recognize  that  [ 
a  shift  in  min¬ 
istry  has  oc¬ 
curred  and 
that  profes- 
sional  minis- 
try  tied  to  a  I 
socio-econom- 
ic  base  is  “a 
poor  guide  to  I 
ordering  theo-  Ann  B.  Sherer 
logical  tasks”  such  as  ministry. 


According  to  Bishop  Sherer,  it  costs  around 
$85,000  a  year  on  a  national  average  to  operate 
a  local  congregation  with  a  full-time  ordained 
clergyperson  with  a  seminary  degree. 


The  bishops’  interim  docu¬ 
ment  states  that  “Christian  min¬ 
istry  is  a  response  to  God’s  whole 
creation.”  The  statement  further 
points  out  that  the  church  is  not 
the  place  of  ministry  but  the 
place  to  receive  spiritual  training 
and  encouragement  to  perform 
ministry  in  the  world. 

According  to  Bishop  Sherer,  it 
costs  around  $85,000  a  year  on  a 
national  average  to  operate  a  lo¬ 
cal  congregation  with  a  full-time 
ordained  clergyman  or  clergywo- 
man  with  a  seminary  degree. 

Using  this  model  of  ministry, 
around  40  percent  of  the  budget 


of  a  small-membership  congrega¬ 
tion’s  (defined  as  having  some 
100  members  or  less)  goes  direct¬ 
ly  to  pastoral  support. 

The  role  of  laity  in  ministry  is 
affordable  and  effective  in  small- 
membership  churches  in  Missou¬ 
ri  said  Bishop  Sherer. 

However,  she  said,  this  raises 
several  questions  including:  the 
role  of  a  deacon  (an  ordained  cler¬ 
gyman  or  clergywoman  under  pro¬ 
bation  in  an  annual  conference  or 
an  associate  member);  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  ordination;  when  ordination 
is  essential;  and  the  authority  of 
laity  in  leadership  roles. 


Bishop  Sherer  offered  these 
facts: 

■  One-sixth  of  pastoral  leader¬ 
ship  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  lay  leadership; 

■  The  ranks  of  local  lay  pas¬ 
tors  are  growing  rapidly,  primari¬ 
ly  in  rural  areas; 

■  The  church  is  becoming 
more  dependent  upon  local  lay 
pastoral  leadership  by  both  local 
pastors  and  associate  members 
than  it  has  been  in  recent  times 
(see  related  story). 

There  is  a  need,  she  said,  for 
missional  deployment  rather 
than  moving  pastors  around  to 
fit  needs  of  ministerial  careers. 
She  said  there  may  be  a  need  for 
different  standards  of  clergy  or¬ 
dination. 

Bishop  Sherer  expressed  her 
appreciation  for  lay  pastors  and 
associate  members  saying  “we 
can’t  do  the  ministry  of  the 
church  without  you.” 


Church  members  call  them  'pastor/ 
the  denomination  calls  them  'laity' 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 
Associate  Editor 

BRANSON,  Mo. — A  different 
kind  of  country  gospel  was  play¬ 
ing  as  100  of  the  900-member 
United  Methodist  National  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  Associate  Members 
and  Local  Pastors  recently  held 
its  26th  annual  meeting. 

Coming  from  26  annual  (re¬ 
gional)  conferences  (mostly  in 
the  east  and  south)  these  dele¬ 
gates  serve  small  rural  churches 
that  their  fully  ordained  col¬ 
leagues  are  generally  thought  not 
to  want  to  serve. 

That’s  where  many  local  pas¬ 
tors  and  associate  members  feel 
the  pinch. 


They  have  received  and  an¬ 
swered  the  call  to  pastoral  minis¬ 
try  later  in  life  than  have  most 
seminary  graduates,  many  after 
early  retirement  from  a  secular 
career. 

Three  to  four  years  of  semi¬ 
nary  education  leading  to  a  mas¬ 
ter  of  divinity  degree  are 
generally  not  possible  for  them. 
However,  pastoral  ministry  be¬ 
comes  a  possibility  for  their  next 
10  to  15  years  of  employment 
through  a  course  of  study  offered 
through  a  seminary. 

Treated  like  second-class 

Local  pastors  and  associate 
members,  some  supported  in 


part  by  secular  pensions,  are  able 
and  willing  to  serve  small-mem¬ 
bership  rural  churches  at  a  frac¬ 
tion  of  the  cost  of  their  fully 
ordained  colleagues. 

Now  these  pastors  want  justice 
from  the  church  they  serve. 

They  say  they  are  tired  of  being 
treated  like  second-class  pastors 
because  they  don’t  have  a  master 
of  divinity  seminary  degree  (a  re¬ 
quirement  to  be  ordained  an  “el¬ 
der” — the  highest  classification  of 
ordained  ministry  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church — in  most  an¬ 
nual  conferences). 

Local  pastors  who  complete 
the  course  of  study  are  eligible  to 
become  associate  members  (of 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DANIEL  R.  CANGLER 

BRANSON,  Mo. — United  Methodist  pastor  David  Lowery,  an 
associate  member  in  Oklahoma,  wants  official  representation 
in  all  levels  of  the  church:  annual  (regional),  jurisdictional 
(multi-region)  and  general  conferences. 


Not  just  your  ordinary  pastor. . . 


P Associate  members  and  local  pastors  play  a  special  role 
in  the  denomination  by  providing  ministry  in  churches 
that,  because  of  their  size  or  location,  cannot  support  a 
United  Methodist  elder  as  pastor.  Some  details: 


Associate  member 

An  associate  member  is  a  clergyperson  in  the  full-time  itinerant 
ministry  of  the  church  and  eligible  for  ordination  as  a  deacon, 
o  Usually  is  a  second  career  pastor,  who  is  over  35,  and  has 
served  four  years  as  a  full-time  local  pastor. 

□  Has  completed  five-year  course  of  study. 

□  Has  limited  voting  rights  in  conference  matters  and 
cannot  serve  on  conference  ordination  or  trustee  boards. 

□  Not  eligible  to  be  elected  to  General  or  Jurisdictional 
conference. 

o  May  be  ordained  elder  by  vote  of  their  conference. 


30,990 

Is 

About  20%  of  UMC 
charges  are  served 
by  local  pastors  or 
associate  members. 


Local  pastor 


A  local  pastor  is  a  lay  member  by  the 
district  board  of  ordained  ministry,  who 
can  be  appointed  by  a  bishop  to  a 
charge. 

□  Usually  serves  small  or  rural  churches 
that  are  unable  to  support  an  ordained 
minister. 

a  Can  only  perform  pastoral  duties  at 
the  appointed  charge. 
d  Has  very  limited  voting  rights  in 
conference  matters. 

a  Required  to  continue  theological  studies. 


Sourer  1M3  Guperal  Stipules.  United  Methodist  Bock  ot  DiscipUpe 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


annual  conferences)  and  may  be 
ordained  “deacon,"  the  second- 
highest  classification  of  ordained 
minister  but  still  subject  to  su¬ 
pervision  by  an  “elder.” 

Local  pastors  are  not  ordained 
(see  illustration). 

In  either  case,  the  individual 
associate  member  or  local  pastor 
is  authorized  to  serve  as  a  pastor 
only  in  the  location  to  which  they 
are  appointed. 

Local  pastors  and  associate 
members  say  they  are  caught  in  a 
limbo  between  laity  and  clergy. 
Church  members  call  them  pas¬ 
tors,  while  conference  leaders 
consider  them  laity  with  pastoral 
orders  to  serve  within  their  ap¬ 
pointed  congregations. 

Over  the  past  decade  the  num¬ 
ber  of  associate  members  and 
full-  and  part-time  local  pastors 
has  risen  from  2,600  to  more 
than  7,000,  according  to  statis¬ 
tics  shared  at  the  meeting. 

Today,  one-sixth  of  the  more 
than  38,000  United  Methodist 
pastors  in  the  U.S. — who  serve 
more  than  25,000  appoint¬ 
ments — are  either  local  pastors 
or  associate  members. 

Who  are  they? 

If  the  Fellowship  of  Associate 
Members  and  Local  Pastors  is  a 
representative  cross  section  of 
this  ministry  group,  these  pastors 
are  mostly  white  males,  over  age 
60,  living  in  rural  areas  of  the 
south  and  east  and  conservative 


or  traditional  in  their  under¬ 
standing  and  practice  of  the 
Christian  faith. 

Pastor  R.  David  Lowry,  who 
serves  churches  in  Valliant  and 
Wright  City,  Okla.,  is  one  of  the 
fellowship’s  younger  leaders.  He 
wants  official  representation  in 
all  levels  of  the  church:  annual 
(regional),  jurisdictional  (multi¬ 
region)  and  general  conferences. 

As  an  associate  member  of  the 
Oklahoma  Annual  Conference,  he 
is  working  for  such  change  at  the 
1996  General  Conference,  the 
church’s  highest  legislative  body. 

Mr.  Lowry  said,  “Spiritual 
lives  and  religious  lives  are  en¬ 
trusted  to  us,  but  we  are  not  en¬ 
trusted  by  the  annual  conference 
to  cast  a  reasonable  vote.”  He 
says  they  need  representation. 

“No  voice!  No  vote,”  Mr. 
Lowry  declares,  leaving  fellow¬ 
ship  members  the  only  represen¬ 
tation  they  have,  namely 
legislative  petitions  to  General 
Conference. 

During  the  fellowship’s  meet¬ 
ing,  “Who  are  we?”  was  asked  re¬ 
peatedly  by  many  participants. 

Officially  the  fellowship  de¬ 
fines  Associate  Members  and  Lo¬ 
cal  Pastors  as  those  who  “seek 
Christ’s  will  in  the  world.”  They 
are  said  to  believe  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  in  its 
ministry  and  to  believe,  as  did 
John  Wesley,  “the  world  to  be 
‘our  parish.’  ” 


Oxford  Summer  School 
in  religious  Studies 

UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE,  OXFORD 
8-2 1  August  1 995  6-1 9  August  1 996 

NOW  ALSO  PRESENTS:  WHO  WAS  JESUS? 

A  one -day  seminar,  to  be  held  in  fifteen 
American  and  Canadian  cities  from  February  1995 

with  TOM  WRIGHT 

The  Very  Revd.  Dr.  N.  T.  Wright,  Dean  of  Lichfield  Cathedral, 
previously  Fellow  of  Worcester  College,  Oxford 

♦  luiiled  as  today's  most  exciting  communicator  and  most  inspiring  interpreter 
of  the  New  Testament 

♦  most  popular  lecturer  in  the  University  of  Oxford’s  Faculty  of  Theology 

♦  acclaimed  by  journals  including  TIME,  U.  S.  News  &  World  Report 
and  the  Times  Literary  Supplement 

♦  author  of  books  welcomed  by  scholars,  clergy  and  lay  audiences,  including 
The  New  1 estament  and  the  People  of  God  (Fortress  Press) 


For  Seminar  schedule,  Summer  School  brochure  or  more  details  contact: 


Ms.  Norma  Christensen,  820  Park  Avenue,  Box  K,  Worland,  Wyoming  82401 
Phone:  (307)  347-3836  Fax:  (307)  347-2133  or 
Mr.  Fernand  Beck,  Box  K,  Fordham  Preparatory  School,  The  Bronx,  New  York  10458 
Phone/Fax:  (718)  884-6261 


Leaders:  What  future  for  mainline  church? 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

LISLE,  Ill. — How,  asked  the  pas¬ 
tor  from  Tennessee,  “do  we  build  a 
new  boat  when  we  are  riding  a  fast 
current?” 

The  Rev.  Dan  Moseley,  pastor  of 
Vine  Street  Christian  Church  in 
Nashville,  was  one  of  75  key  church 
leaders  from  1 1  religious  bodies,  in¬ 
cluding  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  meeting  recently  in  Lisle  for 
a  pioneering  “Conference  on  the  Fu¬ 
ture  of  Mainline  Denominations." 

The  topic  is  more  than  academic. 
Membership  has  declined  in  main¬ 
line  churches  for  two  decades,  na¬ 
tional  denominational  structures 
have  been  criticized  as  bureaucrat¬ 
ic,  trust  in  churchwide  agencies  has 
wavered,  and  dollars  contributed 
for  mission  at  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  levels  have  shrunk. 

In  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  for  example,  only  about  5 


cents  of  each  dollar  put  in  the  offer¬ 
ing  plate  now  goes  beyond  local  and 
regional  levels. 

Faced  with  facts  like  these,  execu¬ 
tives  from  1 1  denominations  have 
met  together  for  two  years  to  try  to 
understand  implications  of  present 
reality  and  projections  of  the  future. 

“It  was  time  to  put  together  a 
larger  conference,”  said  C.  David 
Lundquist  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  general 
secretary  of  United  Methodism’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  of 
the  recent  meeting. 

“We  said  to  them,  ‘We’ve  read  all 
your  books;  now  tell  us  what’s 
next,’  ”  said  Mr.  Lundquist. 

Five  presenters,  known  for  their 
writing  and  scholarship,  were  invit¬ 
ed  to  guide  discussions. 

One  of  the  five,  the  Rev.  William 
McKinney,  dean  at  Hartford 
(Conn.)  Seminary,  said  “enough 
analysis”  has  taken  place. 


Both  the  Revs.  James  Hudnut- 
Beumler,  dean  of  faculty  at  Presby¬ 
terian-related  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary  in  Decatur,  Ga.,  and  Loren 
B.  Mead,  president  and  founder  of 
the  ecumenical  Alban  Institute  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  said  present  de¬ 
nominational  structures  are  based  on 
the  1950s  and  ‘60s,  when  member¬ 
ship  and  budget  growth  departed 
from  normality. 

Dr.  Hudnut-Beumler  said  he  is 
“confident"  denominations  are 
“not  the  way  the  reign  of  God  will 
be  arranged,"  but,  if  viewed  as  “an 
expression  of  an  interim  ethic  . . . 
they  recover  a  lot  of  their  legitimacy 
without  giving  up  their  identities  or 
their  hope  for  future  unity.” 

The  Rev.  Barbara  Brown  Zik- 
mund,  president  of  Hartford  Semi¬ 
nary,  said  a  number  of  emerging 
trends  are  "challenging  people  to 
think  in  different  ways  about  God.” 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

One  seminary  leader  cited  the 
influence  of  an  increased  num¬ 
ber  of  women  in  the  ordained 
ministry  as  one  of  the  major  fac¬ 
tors  transforming  the  dynamics 
of  mainline  Protestant  denomi¬ 
nations. 
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Faith 

= connections 

CHAPEL  MAY  MOVE:  A  $1  million  gift 

from  an  Olathe,  Kan.,  businessman  may  allow 
an  abandoned  19th-century  Methodist  chapel  to 
be  moved  from  England  to  the  campus  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Baker  University  in  Bald¬ 
win  City,  Kan.  The  university  has  made 
preliminary  arrangements  for  the  chapel’s  relo¬ 
cation  and  reconstruction  on  the  campus.  The 
chapel,  built  in  1864  in  Sproxton,  70  miles 
north  of  London,  represents  a  direct  tie  be¬ 
tween  the  early  Wesleyan  movement  and  the 
university  founded  by  Methodists  in  1858. 

PASTOR  HONORED:  The  Rev.  John 
Ed  Mathison,  pastor  of  Frazer  Memorial  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  has 
been  named  “Clergyman  of  the  Year”  by  Reli¬ 
gious  Heritage  of  America. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  DOTTY  BAGBEY 


Pumpkin  peddler  poops  out 

SHREVEPORT,  La.— After  44,000  pounds  of 
bright,  orange  pumpkins  were  unloaded  in 
the  front  yard  of  St.  Luke's  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Shreveport,  La.,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Keith  Blanchard  found  himself  worn 
out.  The  pumpkins  will  be  on  sale  through 
October.  The  congregation  is  donating  the 
proceeds  to  Habitat  for  Humanity,  Bread 
for  the  World  and  a  local  women's  shelter. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Church's  religion  and  race  commission 
feels  financial  pinch,  cuts  back  plans 

By  THOMAS  S.  McANALLY 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
Leaders  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  racism  monitoring 
commission  say  they  fear  that  the 
"wagon”  of  progress  on  racial 
equality  is  about  to  “roll  back 
down  the  hill.” 

Members  of  the  church’s  Gener¬ 
al  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  cited  inadequate  financial  re¬ 
sources  to  monitor  and  review  an¬ 
nual  (regional)  conferences, 
churchwide  agencies  and  seminar¬ 
ies  as  the  basis  for  their  concern. 

In  order  to  provide  financial 
resources  to  increase  the  number 
of  annual  conference  reviews,  the 
body  cancelled  its  regular  Fall, 
1993  and  Spring  1994  meetings. 
It’s  possible  that  the  Fall  1995 
meeting  also  will  be  dropped. 

A  1995  budget  of  $1,723,907 
was  approved,  including  a  deficit 
of  $46,807  to  be  taken  from  re¬ 
serves.  The  executive  committee 
was  given  authority  to  cancel  the 
Fall  1 995  meeting  early  next  year  if 
adequate  finances  are  unavailable. 

Cost  of  an  annual  meeting  for 
the  48-member  body  is  $35,000- 
$40,000.  The  spring  meeting  is 
scheduled  for  Feb.  10-13  at  Scar- 
ritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nashville. 

Income  drops 

The  religion  and  race  commis¬ 
sion  is  among  those  churchwide 
program  agencies  and  commis¬ 
sions  supported  largely  by  the 
World  Service  Fund.  This  fund’s 
income  derives  from  “apportion¬ 
ments,”  or  “fair-share  giving” 
amounts  assigned  to  local  con¬ 
gregations  to  support  the  general 
ministries  of  the  church. 

Since  income  from  local 
churches  typically  doesn’t  reach 
100  percent  of  the  goal,  church- 
wide  agencies  prepare  budgets  on 
lesser  amounts.  The  commission, 
which  depends  totally  on  the 
World  Service  Fund  for  its  in¬ 
come,  based  its  1995  budget  on 
an  expected  income  of  84  per¬ 


cent  of  the  amount  set  for  it.  Ac¬ 
tual  income  has  fallen  below  that 
figure. 

In  addition,  the  religion  and 
race  commission  is  one  of  the 
church  program  groups  that  re¬ 
ceives  its  funding  only  after  main 
program  boards,  such  as  Global 
Ministries  and  Discipleship,  re¬ 
ceive  their  portions. 

During  closing  business  ses¬ 
sions,  led  by  commission  presi¬ 


dent  Bishop  Joseph  B.  Bethea 
(Columbia,  S.C.,  Area),  members 
voted  to  appeal  to  the  church’s 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  to  provide  100 
percent  of  the  commission’s  bud¬ 
geted  goal.  They  also  agreed  to 
explore  more  effective  ways  to 
use  the  agency’s  resources. 

Other  than  meeting  costs,  the 
commission’s  top  staff  executive 
Barbara  R.  Thompson  said,  the 


only  major  items  which  could  be 
cut  are  salaries  and  benefits, 
travel  expenses  and  rent.  The 
Washington-based  agency,  with  a 
staff  of  1 1 ,  rents  office  space  in  a 
Capitol  Hill  building  operated  by 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

Ms.  Thompson  said  “the 
short-term  investment”  realized 
by  cutting  the  spring  meeting 
“has  paid  some  dividends.”  She 
cited: 

■  1 1  annual  conference  re¬ 
views, 

■  32  consultations  involving 
staff, 

■  53  meetings  with  racial-eth¬ 
nic  minority  constituencies; 

•  15  workshops  in  12  annual 
conferences; 

■  28  interagency  consulta¬ 
tions,  three  investigations,  and 
staff  involvement  in  eight  juris¬ 
dictional  events. 

In  conjunction  with  the  next 
meeting,  commission  members 
will  review  four  Nashville-based 
churchwide  agencies.  A  goal  was 
set  to  review  all  13  churchwide 
agencies  before  the  end  of  the 
1 993-96  quadrennium. 

No  funds  for  seminary  look 

Commission  members  ex¬ 
pressed  particular  concern  that 
the  agency  has  insufficient  funds 
to  review  all  the  church’s  1 3  sem¬ 
inaries  by  the  end  of  1 996. 

Statistical  information  has 
been  received  from  the  schools  of 
theology  but  there  have  been  no 
on-site  reviews  this  quadrenni¬ 
um. 

After  much  discussion,  the 
commission  asked  for  reviews  of 
all  the  schools,  even  if  on-site  vis¬ 
itation  is  impossible. 

Ms.  Thompson  described  a  re¬ 
view  as  “an  intentional,  struc¬ 
tured  inquiry  into  the  progress 
that  annual  conferences  have 
made  toward  overcoming  mani¬ 
festations  of  racism  and  achiev¬ 
ing  racial  and  ethnic 
inclusiveness.” 


Is  working  together 
working  out? 


When  Barbara  R.  Thompson,  head  executive  of  the 
church's  General  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race, 
was  asked  to  evaluate  the  state  of  racism  and 
inclusiveness  in  the  denomination  during  the  last 
nine  years,  she  cited: 


More  cross-racial  clergy  appointments  than  you  might  anticipate, 

I  including  the  Southeast  and  South  Central  Jurisdictions." 

"Many  conference  agency  meet  at  times  that  preclude 
=young  and  working  people  s  attendance." 

.  Reports  |from|  some  racial  and  ethnic  minority  persons  (indicate] 
Ithat  some  annual  conferences  continue  to  operate  as  though  the 
Central  Jurisdiction  |a  segregated  black  denominational  unit  that 
operated  in  1939-68)  still  exists." 

I  "Most  conferences  have  had  at  least  one  racial  and  ethnic  minority 
district  superintendent  since  dissolution  of  the  Central  Jurisdiction." 

Some  conferences  are  without  racial  and  ethnic  staff  persons." 

"Increasing  numbers  of  ethnic  minority  persons  (are  found) 

'  in  faculties,  administration,  and  student  bodies. . ." 

"Insufficient  initiative  (is  shownl  to  reach  out  and  develop  new 
1  leadership  among  racial  and  ethnic  minority  persons  or  white 
persons  sensitive  to  issues  of  indusivesness." 


Grassroots 
group  forms 
temperance 
committee 

Continuing  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  traditional 
stance  for  abstinence  to  alcohol 
and  drugs,  layman  Howard  Ly- 
dick  and  eight  other  United 
Methodists  recently  created  the 
Independent  Committee  on  Al¬ 
cohol  and  Drugs  for  United 
Methodists. 

Mr.  Lydick,  an  attorney  in 
Richardson,  Texas,  said  com¬ 
mittee  members  believe  that  the 
church  “should  reclaim  its  tra¬ 
ditional  position  on  alcohol 
use — ’’that  is,  abstinence. 

The  committee’s  first  project 
is  co-sponsorship  with  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter  of  an 
essay  contest  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  youths  (see  announcement 
on  Page  2  of  this  issue). 

Other  plans  of  the  committee 
include  distribution  of  a 
monthly  bulletin  of  reprinted 
news  stories  about  problems 
caused  by  alcohol  such  as  driv¬ 
ing  while  intoxicated  (DWI) 
deaths  and  crimes  committed 
by  those  under  the  influence  of 
alcohol  or  other  drugs;  reprint¬ 
ing  the  Rev.  Doug  Jackson’s 
book  Stumbling  Block;  produc¬ 
ing  TV  spots  promoting  absti¬ 
nence,  and  pushing  for  a  law 
prohibiting  the  advertising  of 
alcoholic  beverages. 

Members  of  the  Independent 
Committee  on  Alcohol  and 
Drugs  for  United  Methodists  in 
addition  to  Mr.  Lydick  are  the 
Rev.  Virgilo  Vazquez-Garza  of 
Laredo,  Texas;  Ella  Peck  of 
Kearney,  Neb.;  the  Rev.  Allen 
B.  Rice  of  Lansing,  Mich.;  Nan¬ 
cy  Zabel  of  College  Park,  Md.; 
the  Rev.  Robert  Bavender  of 
Trenton,  N.J.;  Elizabeth  Wil¬ 
liams  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.;  the 
Rev.  Richard  Sigler  of  Dothan, 
Ala.  and  Judge  Dale  Segrest  of 
Tallahassee,  Ala. 

—DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 


Visit  the  birthplace. 

In  Bethlehem,  at  the 
Church  of  the  Nativity. 
Follow  in  Jesus*  exact 
footsteps,  and  feel  the 
events  of  two  thousand 
years  as  if  they  had 


lust  occurred. 


Church  of  the  Nativity 


Walk  in  The  footsteps  Op  Jesus, 
With  Possibly  One  Exception. 


Sea  of  Galilee 


and  walked  there. 


No  Onf.  Belongs  Here  More  Than  yol 


For  more  information  call  1  800-456-BIBI.E.  Israel  Ministry  of  Tourism.  North  Amcrii 
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United  Methodist  pastor  and  wife 
' temporary  residents'  of  White  House 


By  JANE  DENNIS 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

LITTLE  ROCK — Sleeping  in  the 
history-steeped  Lincoln  Bedroom, 
exploring  carte  blanche  the  rooms 
and  gardens  of  the  White  House, 
and  an  informal  visit  with  a  presi¬ 
dent  who  had  just  ordered  U.S. 
troops  to  invade  Haiti. 

These  are  some  experiences  the 
Rev.  John  Miles  and  his  wife, 
JoAnn  Miles,  will  not  soon  forget 
after  one  night  in  the  White  House 
as  guests  of  President  Bill  Clinton 
and  first  lady  Hillary  Clinton. 

Mr.  Miles,  senior  pastor  of  St. 
James  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  a  longtime 
friend  of  the  Clinton  family,  had 
earlier  received  a  letter  from  the 
president  inviting  him  to  be  his 
guest  at  the  White  House. 

Mrs.  Miles,  a  member  of  the 
church’s  General  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women,  had 
received  a  personal  invitation  from 
first  lady  Hillary  Clinton. 

The  Mileses  were  able  to  accept 
the  invitations  on  a  recent  visit  to 
Washington.  The  trip  coincided 
with  the  women’s  commission's  fall 
meeting. 

“We  went  with  fear  and  trem¬ 
bling  because  of  the  timing  with  the 
invasion  of  Haiti,”  Mr.  Miles  said, 
“but  it  was  a  time  of  rejoicing”  that 
the  initial  days  of  the  military  ac¬ 
tion  went  so  smoothly. 

'Residents  of  the  house' 

The  couple  found  a  presidential 
limousine  waiting  for  them  at  the 
airport. 

At  the  White  House,  Carolyn 
Huber,  an  Arkansan  who  is  special 
assistant  to  the  president,  “set  us  up 
in  the  Lincoln  Bedroom  and  gave  us 
badges  that  said  we  were  residents 
of  the  White  House,”  he  said.  “We 
could  go  anywhere  we  wanted  to.” 

They  visited  the  kitchens,  the  gar¬ 
dens,  the  solarium  —  “every  room  in 
the  house,”  he  said. 

“I  kept  expecting  to  be  ques¬ 
tioned,  ‘What  are  you  doing  here? 

BUSINESS  MANAGER.  SKILLS  IN  account- 
ina,  budget,  reporting,  Novell  Network,  person¬ 
nel.  Administer  fiscal  policy.  2500  membership, 
salary  negotiable.  Trinity  UMC,  Palm  Beach 
Gardens,  FL  33410,  (407)  622-5278. _ 


WASHINGTON— United  Meth¬ 
odists  the  Rev.  |ohn  Miles,  left, 
and  his  wife,  JoAnn,  right,  stand 
with  Carolyn  Huber,  special  as¬ 
sistant  to  the  president,  in  front 
of  the  White  House. 

Who  are  you?  But  we  never  were,” 
she  said.  “The  people  were  gra¬ 
cious,  thoughtful  and  considerate.” 

Mrs.  Clinton  was  hosting  a  recep¬ 
tion  the  day  they  arrived.  A  Marine 
band  was  playing  and  the  hallway 
leading  to  the  Rose  Garden  was 
lined  with  violinists. 

“We  went  out  on  the  grounds  to 
the  Rose  Garden  and  sat  there, 
drinking  it  all  in,”  Mr.  Miles  said. 

'What's  for  dinner?' 

After  they  returned  to  the  Lincoln 
Bedroom,  the  White  House  chef 
called,  Mr.  Miles  said,  “and  asked 
what  we  would  like  for  dinner.  I 
said,  ’Anything  is  fine.  What’s  on 
the  menu?’  And  he  said,  ‘There  is 
no  menu.  We’U  fix  whatever  you 
want.’  We  told  him  to  fix  us  what 
he  was  fixing  for  the  president.” 

The  Arkansans  heard  a  knock  on 
the  door  and  opened  it  to  find  the 
president  and  first  lady — she  still  in 
her  dressy  outfit  from  the  reception, 
and  he  in  casual  attire,  including 
golf  shirt  and  tennis  shoes. 

“I  had  locked  the  door,  and  that 
amused  the  president,”  Miles  said. 
“He  said,  ‘John,  this  is  the  safest 
place  in  the  nation.  You  don’t  have 
to  lock  the  door.’  ” 

For  the  next  half  hour,  the  four 
visited  as  if  they  were  seated  in  a 
cozy  den  back  home  in  Arkansas. 


“We  talked  about  Haiti,  prayed 
about  the  country  and  shared  con¬ 
cerns,”  the  Little  Rock  pastor  said. 

“The  president  was  overjoyed 
that  no  lives  were  lost”  when  troops 
landed  in  Haiti. 

“He  was  disappointed  that  people 
are  not  satisfied,  that  they  want  in¬ 
stant  solutions.  He  grieves  that  ev¬ 
erybody  has  an  immediate  opinion 
and  does  not  wait  for  the  total  pic¬ 
ture  to  unfold,"  Mr.  Miles  said. 

However,  President  Clinton  “re¬ 
joiced  that  it  was  a  peaceful  solu¬ 
tion,”  according  to  Mr.  Miles.  “He 
was  appreciative  of  those  who  made 
it  possible  and  asked  for  the  prayers 
of  the  people.” 

History  lesson 

Mr.  Miles  said  the  Clintons 
talked  about  Methodism  and  ser¬ 
vices  they  had  attended  the  previ¬ 
ous  day  at  Foundry  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Washington. 

The  president — who  is  “deep 
into  history,”  Mr.  Miles  said — also 
pointed  out  some  history  of  the  Lin¬ 
coln  Bedroom. 

The  room  was  originally  Presi¬ 
dent  Lincoln’s  Cabinet  room.  The 
original  cabinet  chairs  there  can  be 
seen  in  a  painting  featuring  Presi¬ 
dent  Lincoln  and  members  of  his 
cabinet.  On  the  writing  desk  in  the 
room,  used  during  his  presidency,  is 
a  hand-written  copy  of  the  Gettys¬ 
burg  Address. 

“It  is  a  wonderful  place,  absolute¬ 
ly  incredible,”  said  Mrs.  Miles,  who 
observed  that  the  home  was  “full  of 
light,”  priceless  artwork  and  fresh 
flowers. 

“It  had  never  occurred  to  me  that 
ordinary  people  would  be  allowed 
in  that  house  and  allowed  the  privi¬ 
leges  we  had.” 

The  president  had  urged  Mr. 
Miles  to  come  by  the  Oval  Office 
before  departing  the  next  day.  That 
morning,  however,  the  president 
and  his  advisers  were  meeting  with 
a  bipartisan  group  from  Congress 
on  the  Haiti  situation. 

“I  decided  I  didn't  have  any  busi¬ 
ness  going  in  there,”  Mr.  Miles  said. 
“I  was  going  to  go  by  the  window 
and  wave  my  hat,  but  JoAnn 
wouldn’t  let  me,”  he  added  with  a 
laugh. 
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Duke  dig  seeks 


ethnicity 

Duke  University  News  Service 

DURHAM,  N.C. — Work  led  this 
past  summer  by  Duke  University  re¬ 
ligion  professors  Carol  and  Eric  Mey¬ 
ers  at  two  ancient  dig  sites  in  Israel’s 
Nazareth  Basin  gets  right  to  the  core 
of  a  hot  topic  in  archaeology:  How 
do  we  know  the  ethnicity  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  lived  at  a  given  site?  And  can 
ethnic  behaviors  be  recognized  in  ar¬ 
chaeological  remains? 

“We  know  several  peoples  lived 
at  one  of  the  sites,  Sepphoris,  in  the 
Roman  and  Byzantine  periods  (1st- 
6th  centuries  of  the  Christian  Era), 
so  how  can  we  identify  a  particular 
domestic  unit  as  belonging  to,  say,  a 
Jewish  farmer  or  a  Roman  official 
or  a  Christian  merchant?  These  are 
critical  questions,”  Carol  Meyers 
told  Duke  students  at  the  beginning 
of  this  summer’s  six-week  dig. 

The  dig  remained  within  bound¬ 
aries  of  a  site  administered  by  Isra¬ 
el’s  National  Parks  Authority. 

One  key  to  making  that  distinc¬ 
tion,  the  Meyerses  supposed,  may 
be  to  look  to  the  bounty  of  ancient 
food  stuffs,  plant  remains  and  ani¬ 
mal  bones  found  in  most  centuries- 
old  sites. 

Last  season,  Wake  Forest  Univer¬ 
sity  biologist  Kathleen  Kron  accom¬ 
panied  the  Meyerses  to  the  dig  sites. 
There  she  examined  organic  materi¬ 
als  such  as  seeds,  pits  and  grains  re¬ 
covered  from  soil  samples,  to  help 
determine  the  diet  of  the  people, 
their  subsistence  patterns  and  the 
kinds  of  plants  that  existed  then. 

This  season,  taking  that  research 
one  step  further,  Bill  Grantham,  a 
Ph.D.  candidate  in  physical  anthro¬ 
pology  at  Northwestern  University 
and  a  faculty  member  at  Troy  State 


in  Israel 


"A  noted  absence  of 
pig  bones  would  indicate 
the  units  probably 
housed  Jews  or  perhaps 
even  Christians." 

— Archaeologist 
Carol  Meyers 


University,  was  added  to  the  staff. 

Dubbed  “Bill  the  Boneman”  by 
students,  Mr.  Grantham  washed, 
sorted  and  studied  the  remains  of 
goats,  cows,  sheep,  pigs  and  other 
animals  found  at  various  domestic 
units  on  the  sites. 

Both  the  prevalence  and  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  certain  types  of  bones  at  a 
location  tell  a  story,  Carol  Meyers 
said. 

“A  noted  absence  of  pig  bones 
would  indicate  the  units  probably 
housed  Jews  or  perhaps  even  Chris¬ 
tians,”  she  said.  “Most  Jews  in  an¬ 
tiquity,  and  some  Christians,  too, 
would  have  found  it  inconceivable 
to  include  any  type  of  pork  in  their 
diets  since  pork  was  biblically  for¬ 
bidden.  A  large  number  of  pig 
bones  from  a  household  context 
would  more  likely  indicate  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  Romans.” 

The  problem  of  establishing  eth¬ 
nic  identity  is  complicated  by  the 
fact  that  some  households  evidently 
changed  ownership  over  the  course 
of  generations. 

One  dwelling  apparently  was  oc¬ 
cupied  first  by  Jews  and  later  by 
Romans,  Eric  Meyers  said.  That 
judgment  is  based  on  the  existence 
of  ritual  baths  as  part  of  the  original 
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NAZARETH  BASIN,  Israel — Duke  University  religion  professor 
Carol  Meyers  examines  some  materials  uncovered  at  a  dig  site  in  Is¬ 
rael's  Nazareth  Basin.  The  Duke  University  archaeological  team  got 
right  to  the  core  of  a  hot  topic  in  archaeology:  How  do  we  know  the 
ethnicity  of  the  people  who  lived  at  a  given  site?  (see  accompanying 
story.) 


structure,  indicating  that  it  was 
built  by  Jews  concerned  about  their 
religious  life  and  maintaining  “a 
certain  level  of  piety.” 

But  the  fact  that  thoje  ritual 
baths  later  contained  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  pig  bones  suggests  that  non- 
Jewish  inhabitants  had  moved  in 
and  used  the  once-sacred  baths  as 
garbage  dumps. 

In  addition  to  the  bones  gathered 
at  the  Roman-Byzantine  city,  which 
is  part  of  the  Sepphoris  project  led 
by  the  Meyerses  for  several  years, 
animal  remains  were  collected  and 
analyzed  by  the  Duke  team  for  the 
second  site. 

That  site  is  Tell  Ein  Zippori,  a 
settlement  of  the  middle  and  late 
Bronze  Ages  and  early  Iron  Age  lo¬ 


cated  just  south  of  the  Roman  City 
near  the  Nazareth  highway.  Profes¬ 
sor  J.  P.  Dessell  of  Bryn  Mawr  Col¬ 
lege  served  as  field  supervisor  for 
the  Tell  site. 

When  Mr.  Grantham  has  com¬ 
pleted  his  analyses,  that  informa¬ 
tion  will  be  added  to  the  Meyers’ 
computer  database,  which  has  be¬ 
come  a  repository  over  the  past  de¬ 
cade  for  a  wealth  of  information  on 
the  ancient  culture  of  the  people  of 
the  area. 

“Ultimately,  the  integration  of  all 
kinds  of  archaeological  findings,  such 
as  pottery  and  coins,  along  with  the 
results  of  plant  and  bone  analysis, 
will  help  us  to  come  to  conclusions 
about  that  difficult  question  of  ethnic 
identity,”  Eric  Meyers  said. 


Teleconference  confronts  violence  in  media 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGUER 

Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— Interfaith,  edu¬ 
cational  and  concerned  citizen  or¬ 
ganizations  have  joined  forces  to 
sponsor  “Violence  in  the  Media”  a 
national  teleconference  to  air 
Wednesday,  Oct.  19  from  7:30  to 
9:30  p.m.  Eastern  Time. 

According  to  teleconference  co¬ 
ordinator  Shirley  Whipple  Stru- 
chen  of  United  Methodist 
Teleconference  Connection,  the 
two-hour  learning  event  will  come 
to  grips  with  the  vast  scope  of  the 
media  violence  problem  facing  our 
nation. 

During  the  conference  media 
ethicists  will  share  research  that 
documents  ways  media  violence 
impacts  both  adults  and  children 
through  TV,  cable,  video  games 
and  advertising. 

A  live  on-air  panel  with  prere¬ 
corded  segments  will  carry  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  the  program.  Two-way 
audio  with  an  800  telephone  num¬ 
ber  will  allow  participants  to  call 
in  questions  for  panelists  from 
over  100  satellite  downlink  sites  in 
34  states  and  Canada. 

Surgeon  General  M.  Joycelyn 
Elders  will  provide  a  special  taped 
statement  to  participants. 

The  Rev.  Joan  Brown  Camp¬ 
bell,  General  Secretary  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  will  open  the 
teleconference  with  a  pre-recorded 
segment  setting  the  stage  for  the 
evening. 

'Family  sensitive'  TV  news 

Cindy  Hillger,  news  anchor  for 
CBS  affiliate  WCCO-TV’s  6 


Elizabeth  Thoman 

. . .  educator  for  media  literacy. 

O’clock  News  in  Minneapolis  will 
document  the  “family  sensitive” 
approach  to  TV  news,  which  is  be¬ 
ing  successfully  implemented  in 
the  twin-cities  market.  This  new 
trend  in  reporting  opts  to  play 
down  violent  crime  and  graphic 
footage. 

One  of  the  lead  panelists  will  be 
Elizabeth  Thoman,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Center  for  Media  Lit¬ 
eracy  and  publisher  of  multimedia 
resources  for  teaching  about  the 
impact  of  media  on  lives  today. 
Founding  editor  of  Media&Values 
magazine,  she  is  a  lecturer,  work¬ 
shop  leader  and  educator  for  me¬ 
dia  literacy. 

Charles  Frey,  former  production 
director  and  senior  producer  with 
ABC-TV  News,  will  produce  this 


Cindy  Hillger 

. . .  promoting  'family  sensitive'  approach. 

live  telecast.  Mr.  Frey  spent  more 
than  25  years  with  the  American 
Broadcasting  Company  in  manage¬ 
ment  and  operations.  His  division’s 
position  as  a  leader  in  satellite  news 
coverage  made  ABC’s  Nightline  a 
possibility. 

Other  panelists 

Other  major  participants  in¬ 
clude: 

■  The  Rev.  Bernard  (Skip) 
Keels,  a  United  Methodist  pastor 
and  Baltimore  commentator  for 
WBAL  radio’s  Black  Journey  pro¬ 
gram,  host  of  WIYY’s  Taking  It 
To  The  Streets', 

■  Dr.  George  Gerbner,  dean 
emeritus  of  the  Annenberg  School 
of  Communications  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Pennsylvania  in  Philadel- 


Bernard  (Skip)  Keels 

. . .  pastor  and  radio  commentator. 
phia;  and 

■  Ramona  Pence,  teacher  of  the 
Young  Children’s  Program  at 
James  Madison  University  in 
Harrisonburg,  Va.  Ms.  Pence  is  an 
experienced  media  consultant  and 
Television  Awareness  Training 
teacher. 

Ms.  Struchen  says  “the  program 
is  shaping  up  beautifully  as  we  add 
participants,  but  our  challenge  is 
to  get  as  large  an  audience  as  pos¬ 
sible  to  take  part  in  this  truly  im¬ 
portant  educational  event.” 

For  more  information,  contact 
Ms.  Struchen  at  (212)  663-8900. 

Downlink  site  locations  are 
posted  under  the  heading  “VIO¬ 
LENCE  IN  MEDIA  TELECON¬ 
FERENCE”  on  the  Ecunet 
computer  communication  service. 


Author  helps  reader  become  loving  person 


By  CAROLYN  ROSS  TOMLIN 

The  Rev.  Ken  Johnstone  takes 
readers  on  a  step-by-step  approach 
to  becoming  a  more  loving  person. 

Based  on  30  years  of  experience 
as  a  marriage  and  family  therapist, 
a  Ph.D.,  and  pastor  of  the  Domin¬ 
guez  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Carson,  Calif.,  Dr.  Johnstone  pulls 
from  his  personal  knowledge  to 
teach  others. 

He  is  a  man  who  deals  daily  with 
the  needs  of  people.  Dr.  Johnstone 
is  in  demand  as  an  instructor  in 
marriage  and  family  enrichment 
seminars  and  communication  semi¬ 
nars. 


How  do  you  define  love?  Dr. 
Johnstone  believes,  for  him,  it  is 
living  to  the  fullest,  joyously.  Thus, 
in  writing  the  chapters  he  expands 
on  how  people  may  live  a  full  life, 
and  how  they  find  joy  in  this  en¬ 
deavor. 

It  is  the  optimistic  belief  of  the 
writer  that  all  people  can  love  and 
they  can  increase  this  ability. 

The  author  points  out  four  things 
unique  about  this  particular  book. 
First,  he  wants  readers  to  see  love  as 
a  verb — not  as  a  noun.  This  is  be¬ 
cause  loving  is  something  we  do. 

Second,  he  sees  love  as  a  broad 
approach  to  the  total  understand¬ 
ing.  Instead  of  being  overwhelmed 


Review 


/  Can  Be  More  Loving  by  Ken 
lohnstone  (Fairway  Press,  Lima, 
Ohio,  1992)  $10.95. 


by  the  task,  you  break  it  down  into 
smaller  steps. 

The  third  way  this  book  is  unique 
stems  from  the  dialogue  it  contains. 
Dr.  Johnstone  admits  it  isn’t  fin¬ 
ished  or  complete.  Yet,  it’s  a  pro¬ 
cess  of  growing  together  and 
understanding  about  love.  * 

Principles  to  guide  loving  is  the 
fourth  way  he  presents  what  he  de¬ 
scribes  as  standards  or  a  general  or 


fundamental  law. 

Two  tenets  stand  out  as  he  dis¬ 
cusses  the  subject.  One,  that  the  au¬ 
thor  wants  you  to  become  a  more 
loving  person.  And  two,  that  it  is 
possible  to  become  more  loving. 

As  you  read  I  Can  Be  More  Lov¬ 
ing.  you  will  find  other  sources  on 
similar  topics.  Use  these  to  explore 
way  to  apply  Dr.  Johnstone’s  prin¬ 
ciples. 

This  book  will  be  a  good  resource 
for  those  trained  in  marriage  and 
family  counseling.  However,  it  is 
written  in  terms  the  lay  person  can 
understand  and  use. 

Ms.  Tomlin  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Jackson,  Tenn. 


Joy  lands  pastor  in  jail 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 

Religious  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS— “Make  a  joy¬ 
ful  noise  to  the  Lord,  all  the  earth,” 
says  Psalm  100. 

But  the  worship  got  too  boister¬ 
ous  recently  at  the  True  Apostolic 
Assembly.  As  a  result  its  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Robert  Wesley  Hill,  spent  sev¬ 
eral  hours  in  jail  last  month  after  he 
failed  to  appear  in  court  to  answer 
charges. 

City  noise-pollution  inspectors 
have  been  to  the  church  with  meters 
and  have  registered  80  decibels  and 
higher,  which  according  to  one 
study  compares  to  the  sound  of  a 
freight  train  50  feet  away. 


Over  the  past  two  years,  neigh¬ 
bors  have  complained  about  the 
church  72  times.  Even  those  living 
two  blocks  from  the  church  say  they 
are  forced  to  listen  to  sermons 
word-for-word  in  their  homes. 

“1  don’t  agree  it’s  offensive  or 
disturbing.  It’s  a  religious  ceremo¬ 
ny.  We  believe  in  having  a  good 
time,”  Mr.  Hill  said. 

A  plea  bargain  early  on  in  the  dis¬ 
pute  produced  an  agreement  to  lim¬ 
it  the  use  of  amplifiers  between 
certain  hours. 

But  despite  these  efforts  to  keep  a 
lid  on  the  liturgy,  Mr.  Hill  has  made 
no  promises  about  pulling  the  plug 
on  his  microphone. 


Voyeurs  of  violence  shown 
on  TV  news  should  repent 


By  ANDREW  M.  GREELEY 
Religious  News  Service 

The  most  obscene  pictures  on  tele¬ 
vision  are  not  the  scenes  of  violence, 
which  offend  the  do-gooders  on  the 
left,  or  the  scenes  of  nudity,  which  of¬ 
fend  the  do-gooders  on  the  right. 

Most  obscene  is  the  constant  ex¬ 
ploitation  ofhuman  suffering, 
which  panders  to  the  voyeurism  of 
the  nation’s  couch  potatoes. 

Unaware  of  what  had  happened 
the  night  of  the  recent  USAir  crash 
near  Pittsburgh,  I  made  several 
phone  calls  and  everyone  I  talked  to 
was  mesmerized  by  the  story.  They 
reported  that  they  couldn’t  turn  the 
TV  off,  so  fascinated  were  they  by 
the  tragedy. 

I’m  not  sure  what  psychological 
kinks  cause  that  kind  of  fixation, 
perhaps  a  mix  of  sorrow  for  the  vic¬ 
tims  and  their  families  and  relief 
that  one  was  not  on  the  plane  and 
one’s  own  family  was  safe. 

Emotions  exploited 

But  are  not  these  emotions  ex¬ 
ploitation  of  tragedy  and  suffering? 
Why  do  we  have  to  spend  hours 
watching  the  terror  and  tragedy  of 
the  crash  and  the  anxiety,  fear  and 
pain  of  those  whose  relatives  were 
on  the  plane?  Is  not  such  fascina¬ 
tion  with  suffering  and  death  im¬ 
moral?  Why  do  the  TV  news 
directors  feel  obliged  to  interview 
every  parent  of  every  kid  gunned 
down  by  street  gangs  and  the  parent 
of  every  gang  member  arrested  for 
having  killed  another? 

The  answer  is,  of  course,  that  the 
news-hungry  public  wants  to  see 
such  interviews.  Why?  To  feel  for¬ 
tunate  that  it  is  not  our  child  who 
has  been  shot?  To  feel  angry  at  the 
parent  whose  child  did  the  shoot¬ 
ing?  To  feel  superior  to  the  culture 
in  which  gangs  thrive?  To  blame  the 
president  or  the  mayor  for  the 
shootings  and  the  gangs? 

Whatever  the  reason,  such  inter¬ 
views  are  an  unconscionable  inva¬ 
sion  of  the  privacy  of  those  who  are 
suffering. 

This  exploitation  is  made  even 
worse  by  the  stupidity  of  the  ques¬ 
tions  and  the  inarticulate  maundering 
of  the  poor  folks  on  whom  the  red  eye 
of  the  camera  beams  pitilessly. 

Why  do  television  journalists 
swarm  to  the  homes  of  service  per¬ 
sons  who  are  killed  in  action  and  de¬ 
mand  reactions  to  the  tragedy  that  has 
afflicted  their  family?  Why  do  couch 
potatoes  watch  such  sorry  interviews? 

Such  exploitive  journalism  can- 


Commentary 

Whatever  the  reason, 
such  interviews  are  an 
unconscionable  invasion 
of  the  privacy  of  those 
who  are  suffering. 

not  be  justified  by  some  vague  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  public’s  right  to  know. 
The  public  has  no  right  to  know  the 
intimate  feelings  of  those  who  suf¬ 
fer.  The  public  has  no  right  to  know 
the  intimate  details  of  robbery,  rape 
and  murder. 

This  'news'  not  news 

This  sort  of  “news”  is  not  news  at 
all,  but  entertainment,  perhaps 
morally  superior  to  the  gladiator 
fights  in  the  Roman  Coliseum,  but 
certainly  entertainment  that  ap¬ 
peals  to  the  depraved  traits  of  the 
human  personality. 

The  people  who  are  interviewed 
are  willing  to  talk,  it  will  be  said. 
So,  the  argument  goes,  their  suffer¬ 
ing  is  legitimate  entertainment  be¬ 
cause  they  are  willing  to  share  it 
with  us.  What  choice  do  they  really 
have? 

A  journalist  arrives  with  a  camera 
and  a  microphone  and  professional 
skills  at  manipulating  a  person  to 
come  before  the  camera  and  make  a 
fool  of  himself.  This  is  choice?  How 
do  men  and  women  sleep  at  night 
after  they  have  manipulated  a  suf¬ 
fering  person,  invaded  their  privacy 
and  exploited  their  pain?  I  guess  if 
you’ve  been  a  TV  journalist  long 
enough,  your  conscience  doesn't 
bother  you  about  such  crimes 
against  decency. 

The  violence  on  TV  programs  is 
artificial.  The  nudity,  such  as  it  is, 
has  little  to  do  with  real  life.  How¬ 
ever,  the  suffering  exploited  by  TV 
news  is  real  suffering,  and  the  pain 
depicted  is  the  pain  of  real  life.  No 
one  seems  to  mind. 

I  am  not  proposing  that  there  be  a 
ban  on  such  programs.  I  am  merely 
crying  in  the  desert  for  a  return  by 
TV  news  to  elementary  human  de¬ 
cency.  It’s  a  cry  that  surely  will  not 
be  heard.  TV  news  is  utterly  inno¬ 
cent  of  elementary  human  decency. 

Mr.  Greeley  is  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest,  best-selling  novelist  and  so¬ 
ciologist  at  the  University  of  Chica¬ 
go's  National  Opinion  Research 
Center. 


Lyrics  convey  Christian 
concern  for  human  needs 


O  young  and  fearless  Prophet 
of  ancient  Galilee, 

Thy  life  is  still  a  summons 
to  serve  humanity ; 

To  make  our  thoughts  and  actions 
less  prone  to  please  the  crowd, 

To  stand  with  humble  courage 
for  truth  with  hearts  uncowed. 

By  WILLIAM ).  REYNOLDS 

Ralph  Samuel  Harlow,  a  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  minister,  wrote  these 
lines  on  the  back  of  a  restaurant  menu 
in  1931,  addressing  Jesus  Christ  as 
the  “young  and  fearless  Prophet.” 

Shortly  after  the  lines  were  writ¬ 
ten,  Harlow  and  his  wife,  driving 
from  Poughkeepsie,  N.Y.,  to  North¬ 
ampton,  Mass.,  passed  a  man  be¬ 
side  the  road  who  wished  a  ride. 

Harlow’s  wife  told  her  husband  that 
if  he  meant  the  words  he  had  written, 
he  would  give  the  man  a  ride.  Where¬ 
upon  Harlow  turned  around  and  in¬ 
vited  him  to  ride  with  them. 

The  man  related  his  inability  to 
find  work  and  the  illness  of  his  wife 
in  Boston.  He  told  of  selling  his  ra¬ 
zor  that  morning  for  money  to  buy 
food  and  said,  “When  you  sell  your 
razor,  you  lose  your  self-respect." 
Harlow  taught  in  the  Intemation- 


History 
of  Hymns 


al  College  in  Turkey,  worked  with 
the  French  YMCA  during  World 
War  I  and  spent  several  years  as 
professor  of  religion  and  social  eth¬ 
ics  at  Smith  College. 

Throughout  his  life  he  spoke  out 
for  the  social  application  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  of  Christ.  The  stanzas  of  his 
hymn  reflect  Christian  concern  for 
human  needs — homelessness,  hun¬ 
ger,  war,  lust  and  greed. 

Stanza  four  reminds  us  of  some¬ 
thing  we  might  have  read  in  today’s 
newspaper. 

Stir  up  in  us  a  protest 
against  our  greed  for  wealth, 

Where  others  starve  and  hunger 
and  plead  for  work  and  health; 
Where  homes  with  little  children 
cry  out  for  lack  of  bread. 

Who  live  their  years  sore  burdened 
beneath  a  gloomy  dread. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"We  Are  Climbing  lacob's  Ladder" 
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“ Building 
for  the 
Future  ” 


From  the 
Director 

We  appreciate  so  much  your 
taking  the  time  to  read  this  issue 
of  Legacies.  All  of  us  receive  so 
much  mail  that  we  occasionally 
desire  to  “dump”  much  of  it ’into 
the  waste  basket  --  in  fact,  at 
times.  I  do! 

The  information  we  are  sharing 
with  you  is  particularly  Important. 
We  are  talking  about  a  way  of 
seeking  funds  that  will  be  crucial 
to  the  strength  of  our  church  in 
the  future.  There  are  ample 
resources  held  by  United 
Methodists  to  insure  a  healthy 
future  of  service  to  Christ  and  the 
church.  The  key.  though,  is  to 
understand  that  many  of  these 
resources  are  not  where  we  tradi¬ 
tionally  look  for  church  funds. 

The  Foundation  can  help  your 
church  or  Institution  develop  the 
resources  crucial  to  your  future. 
Call  us  and  we  will  respond. 

Grace  and  Peace. 


Kenneth  R.  Reed 


Does  Your 
Church  Have 
A  Permanent 
Endowment 
Committee? 

The  Discipline  clearly  intends 
that  each  church  establish  a  com¬ 
mittee  or  task  force  to  build  a  per¬ 
manent  endowment  for  the  future 
of  the  church.  Just  think  what  it 
could  mean  for  the  future  of 
Methodism  in  our  state  if  more 
churches  became  actively 
involved  in  building  an  endow¬ 
ment.  Potentially,  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  such  an  endeavor  today 
could  revolutionize  the  ability  of 
our  churches  to  reach  out  to  oth 
ers  tomorrow.  Our  potential  is 
limited  only  by  our  vision. 

If  your  church  does  not  have  an 
endowment  committee.  the 
Foundation  is  here  to  help  it 
establish  one.  And  if  your  church 
does. have  an  endowment  commit¬ 
tee.  the  Foundation  is  committed 
to  providing  the  resources  and 
assistance  It  needs  to  be  success¬ 
ful.  For  more  information,  call 
Kenneth  Reed  or  Ray  Caraway  at 
(504)  346-1535. 


Staff 

Kenneth  R.Reed.  Executive  Director 
Ray  M.  Caraway.  Associate  Director 
Melinda  Petersen.  Controller 
Martha  Diehl.  Fund  Administrator 
Tamara  de  Graffenried.  Secretary 


Growth  Brings  Larger  Staff, 
Additional  Services 


From  left  to  right:  Kenneth  Reed,  Melinda  Petersen,  Martha  Diehl,  Tamara  de  Graffenried  ,  and  Ray  Caraway 


As  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  has 
grown,  so  too  has  its 
staff  and  the  services  they 
provide.  Due  to  the  vision 
and  generosity  of 
Methodists  in  our  state,  the 
Foundation  has  grown  from 
an  initial  gift  of  $9,000  in 
1975  to  approximately 
$30,000,000  today.  Over 
the  same  19-year  period,  the 
staff  has  expanded  from 
one  part-time  employee  to  a 
total  of  five  staff  members, 
three  of  which  are  full-time 
employees. 

Dr.  Kenneth  Reed. 

United  Methodist  minister 
for  44  years,  is  now  in  his 
fifth  year  as  the  full-time 
Executive  Director  of  the 
Foundation.  Martha  Diehl, 
a  member  of  St.  Andrews 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  is  in 
her  second  year  as  part-time 
Fund  Administrator. 

Melinda  Petersen  joined  the 
Foundation  staff  in 
September  of  this  year  to  fill 
the  newly -created,  part-time 
position  of  Controller. 

Petersen,  a  certified  public  accountant,  is 
also  a  member  of  St.  Andrews  UMC 
where  she  serves  as  financial  secretary. 
Tamara  de  Graffenried.  the  new 
Foundation  Secretary,  joined  the  staff  in 
August.  She  worked  in  the  loan  depart¬ 
ment  of  a  north  Louisiana  bank  before 


moving  to  the  Baton  Rouge  area  this 
summer  with  her  husband.  Doug  de 
Graffenried.  the  pastor  of  Blackwater 
UMC.  Ray  Caraway  came  to  the 
Foundation  in  June  of  this  year  to  fill  the 
new  position  of  Associate  Director.  He  is 
an  attorney  and  the  former  director 


of  development  at  Garrett- Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary. 

Although  managing  funds  on  behalf  of 
local  churches  and  other  United 
Methodist  institutions  continues  to  be  a 
major  aspect  of  the  Foundation's  mission, 
the  services  provided  by  the  Foundation 


have  expanded  significantly 
in  recent  years.  The 
Foundation  is  now  adminis¬ 
tering  a  loan  program 

designed  to  assist  local 
churches  with  capital 

improvements. 

The  Foundation  staff  is  also 
devoting  an  increasing 

amount  of  time  to  assisting 
local  church  endowment 
committees  and  counseling 

individuals  interested  in 
including  their  church  or 
other  United  Methodist  insti¬ 
tution  in  their  estate  plans. 
The  Executive  Director  is 
available  to  assist  in  steward¬ 
ship  campaigns  and  to 
preach.  And.  of  course,  the 
Foundation  continues  to 
make  grants  to  assist  United 
Methodist  causes  throughout 
the  state. 

“The  great  thing."  said  Reed, 
"is  that  all  of  these  services 
are  provided  without  the 
need  to  apportion  local 
churches  for  the  costs.  Gifts 
to  the  Foundation  from  the 
Stafford  estate,  management 
fees  and  generous  supporters 
have  placed  the  Foundation  in  a  financial 
position  which  enables  us  to  reach  out 
and  be  of  service  in  more  ways  than  ever 
before." 

The  Foundation  staff  encourages 
inquiries  from  any  church,  institution  or 
individual  wishing  to  utilize  the  many  ser- 


Bishop's 
Club  a 
Success! 


The  response  to  our  invitation  to 
become  part  of  the  Bishop's  Club  has 
been  wonderful.  Thank  you  for  making 
this  new  undertaking  a  great  success. 
Bishop's  Club  members  are  a  group  of  lay 
and  clergy  leaders  who  help  provide  the 
operating  funds  the  Foundation  needs  to 
carry  out  its  mission.  Since  the 
Foundation's  mission  impacts  every  local 
church  and  United  Methodist  institution 
in  our  state,  the  contributions  of  this 
group  will  be  multiplied  many  times  over. 
There  are  many  ways  to  contribute  to  the 
work  of  the  Foundation,  but  we  are  par¬ 
ticularly  grateful  for  the  vision  and  gen¬ 
erosity  of  the  Bishop's  Club. 


Meet  the 
Foundation  Board 

A.  Bridger  Eglin  of  Baton  Rouge 
became  President  of  the  Foundation 
Board  of  Trustees  in  April  of  this  year.  He 
previously  served  as  board  vice  president.  * 

A  member  of  University  United 
Methodist  Church.  Eglin  and  his  wife 
Merrill  Faye  have  three  children.  He  was 
bom  in  Columbia.  Louisiana  and  later 
moved  to  Baton  Rouge  where  he  gradu¬ 
ated  from  University  High.  He  went  on 
to  L.S.U.  where  he  received  a  B.S.  in 
Finance  and  a  M.B.A.. 

Eglin  brings  an  extremely  diverse 
background  and  an  impressive  record  of 
achievement  to  his  work  with  the 
Foundation.  Before  becoming  President 
of  Handcock  Bank  of  Louisiana  in  1991. 
he  served  as  Louisiana’s  Commissioner  of 
Financial  Institutions.  First  Assistant  to  the 
Louisiana  Secretary  of  State  and  President 
of  the  East  Baton  Rouge  Parish  School 
Board.  The  Foundation  and  the  many 
churches  and  institutions  it  serves  are  for¬ 
tunate  to  have  the  expertise  and  commit¬ 
ment  of  Bridger  Eglin. 


Gift  Annuities: 

A  Great  Way  to  Give 


Is  it  possible  to  make  a  special  gift 
to  the  church  in  a  way  that  provides 
the  donor  with  life-time  income  and 
substantial  tax  benefits?  •  You  may  be 
surprised  to  learn  that  there  are  sev¬ 
eral  ways  you  can  make  such  a  gift. 
One  way  to  do  so  is  through  a  chari¬ 
table  gift  annuity. 

A  gift  annuity  is  a  combination  of  a 
gift  to  charity  and  an  annuity.  In 
exchange  for  their  gift,  donors  receive 
a  set  amount  of  income  paid  to  them 
quarterly  for  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  The  amount  of  income  donors 
receive  is  based  on  their  age.  For 
example,  a  72  year  old  donor  would 
receive  a  gift  annuity  rate  of  7.2%. 
The  donor  also  receives  a  substantial 
income  tax  deduction  and  a  portion 
of  the  income  received  by  the  donor 
is  non-taxable.  And.  if  the  gift  annuity 
is  funded  with  appreciated  property. 


there  will  be  an  avoidance  of  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  capital  gains  tax  in  most 
cases. 

To  provide  this  income  to  the 
donor,  the  gift  amount  is  invested  dur¬ 
ing  the  donor's  lifetime.  Upon  the 
donor’s  death,  the  church  becomes  the 
beneficiary  of  the  gift.  The  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
issues  gift  annuities  for  the  benefit  of 
local  churches  and  all  United 
Methodist  institutions  in  our  state. 
Donors  may  select  their  local  church 
or  any  Methodist-related  organization 
as  a  beneficiary.  A  gift  annuity  may 
range  in  size  from  a  few  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  to  several  hundred  thousand  dol¬ 
lars. 

If  you  would  like  more  detailed 
information,  contact  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  today. 


Gift  Annuity 
Rates 


Age  Rate 


64 

6.4 

66 

6.5 

68 

6.7 

70 

6.9 

72 

7.2 

74 

7.5 

76 

7.9 

78 

8.3 

80 

8.8 

82 

9.4 

84 

9.8 

86 

10.2 

Gift  Annuity  Analysis 

Susanna  Wesley  Age  73 
7.30%  Annuity 


Rates  provided  by  American  Council  on  Gift  Annuities 


The  Information  provided  in  this  publication  is  not  intended  to  be  legal  advise  on  specific  Issues. 
Consult  your  attorney  for  specific  legal  advise  regarding  your  estate  plans. 


I  am  interested  in  the 
following  topics: 

□  Providing  for  the  church  in  my  will 

□  Creating  a  memorial  fund  or  making 
a  memorial  gift  to  honor  a  friend  or 
loved  one 

□  Learning  how  /  can  avoid  capital 
gains  taxes  by  giving  stocks,  real  estate 
or  other  appreciated  property 

I  I  Making  a  gift  through  life  insurance 

□  Making  h  gift  which  provides  income 
to  me  during  my  lifetime,  such  as  a  gift 
annuity  or  a  charitable  remainder  trust 

□  Establishing  a  revocable  living  trust 
I  1  Learning  about  the  tax  benefits  of 
making  a  gift  of  my  home  while  reserv¬ 
ing  the  right  to  live  in  it  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  my  life 

As  a  pastor  or  church  leader, 

I  am  interested  in  learning  more 
about  the  following: 

□  Depositing  church  funds  in  one  of 
the  Foundation  s  pooled  funds 

□  Establishing  a  “Permanent 
Endowment  Committee  ’  at  my  church 

□  Inviting  the  Foundation  to  coordi¬ 
nate  an  estate  planning  seminar  at  my 
church 

□  Inviting  a  member  of  the  Foundation 
staff  to  speak  to  my  church  or  church 
group 

1  I  Learning  about  resources  and  litera¬ 
ture  on  the  subject  of  planned  giving 

□  Receiving  help  from  the  Foundation 
with  the  budget  or  capital  campaign  at 
my  church 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ State _ 

Zip _ 

Phone _ , 

Church _ 

Send  to: 

United  Methodist  Foundation 
527  North  Boulbvard 
Baton  Rouge.  Louisiana  70802 
(504)  346-1535 


T 


i/irnmn* 

iHfnr  i  * 
jiizrc* 
(T13HJ3* 

<um  ti* 
mmzm  i  * 

TXDOO* 
□  33C-* 

71 CD  -<  B  CO  * 
— I Q  730  * 

-  xnooHt 

□  UlO  * 
r^r  i  * 
n-r  o* 
com  -&* 
CO  Cil  *—“'•¥■ 

<  m  4  m 

-  CD  I 


O 

£ 


Q 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


LOUISIANA 

United  Methodist 


William  B.  Oden,  bishop,  Louisiana  Area 


EorroRiAL 

Team: 


Edition 


Mail  news,  photos  /  subscriptions  to:  Dotty  Bagbey,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802  Phone:  504-346-1646  /  FAX:  504-383-2652 


NUMBER  22 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


Leslie  N.  Akin,  Conference  council  director 
Dotty  Bagbey,  editor 
George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr. 

Liz  Lucas 


OCTOBER  21,  1994 


Choose 
your  sources 
carefully 

Recently,  I  read  a  newspaper  article  that  summarized  research  at  the 
University  of  British  Columbia  on  left-handed  persons.  Being  one,  I  had 
more  than  casual  interest  in  the  story. 

According  to  the  article,  “Life  in  a  right-handed  world  is  extraordi¬ 
narily  dangerous  for  the  one  out  of  10  people  who  favor  their  left  hand.” 
The  study  found  there  are  hazards  and  “technological  biases”  against 
lefties  which  may  be  causing  millions  of  accidental  injuries  and  even 
deaths! 

My  attention  was  total.  The  article  went  on  to  explain  that  all  ma¬ 
chines,  including  automobiles,  are  designed  for  right-handed  people.  Be¬ 
cause  of  this,  the  number  of  left-handers  is  sharply  reduced  with  age. 
Thirteen  percent  of  the  population  are  lefties  at  age  20  but  that  declines 
to  about  five  percent  of  the  people  in  their  50s.  Research  suspects  that 
accidents  with  right-handed  scissors,  gearshifts,  can  openers,  saws, 
lathes,  etc.,  are  the  reason  for  the  thinning  number  of  left-handers. 


'My  Job'  Training  set 


Individual  district  “My  Job”  Train¬ 
ing  sessions  in  Louisiana  Conference 
will  begin  Nov.  2.  Seven  districts  have 
scheduled  their  training  in  November. 
Monroe  District  will  hold  a  session  in 
January. 

“My  Job”  Training  is  designed  to 
help  persons  in  leadership  positions  to 
understand  what  their  responsibilities 
are  and  to  give  them  the  leadership 
tools  to  help  carry  out  their  obliga¬ 
tions. 

Each  district  will  highlight  different 
jobs  according  to  their  needs. 

The  training  also  offers  a  time  for 
leaders  to  come  together  as  a  team  to 
relate  to  all  of  the  other  persons  in  the 
various  local  churches  of  their  district 
who  have  positions  that  are  similar  to 
their  own.  The  training  sessions  be¬ 
come  networking  processes  which  pro¬ 
vide  ideas,  challenges  and  inspiration. 

The  schedule  is  as  follows:  Alexan¬ 
dria  District,  (318-235-2904),  First 
UMC,  Pineville,  Wednesday,  Nov.  2, 


6:30  to  9  p.m.;  New  Orleans  District, 
(504-488-5430)  Munholland  UMC, 
Metairie,  Saturday,  Nov.  12,  8  a.m.  to 
noon;  Acadiana  District,  (318-443- 
3213),  First  UMC,  Franklin,  Sunday, 
Nov.  1 3,  3:30  p.m.;  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict,  (318-439-2982),  St.  Luke-Simp- 
son  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  Sunday, 
Nov.  13,  3  to  5  p.m. 

Also,  Baton  Rouge  District,  (504- 
296-0668),  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  Saturday,  Nov.  19,  9  to  11 
a.m.;  Shreveport  District,  (318-869- 
4568),  First  UMC,  Bossier  City,  Tues¬ 
day,  Nov.  29,  7  to  8:30  p.m.;  North 
Shore  District,  (504-626-0918),  First 
UMC,  Hammond,  Tuesday,  Nov.  29, 
7  to  9  p.m.  and  Monroe  District,  First 
UMC,  Monroe,  Saturday,  Jan.  21, 
9:30  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m. 

For  additional  information  about 
“My  Job”  Training  in  specific  districts, 
or  to  register,  call  the  offices  whose 
numbers  are  listed  above  with  the  dis¬ 
trict. 


The  researchers  even  wonder  aloud  if  left-handedness  might  be  caused 
by  prenatal  or  birth  stress!  Frankly,  it  was  all  rather  depressing! 

But  thankfully,  I  see  a  way  out!  I  later  read  a  different  article  which 
quoted  research  that  concluded:  left-handers  live  longer  than  right¬ 
handers.  This  study  was  based  on  detailed  analysis  of  the  lives  of  left- 
handed  major  league  baseball  pitchers.  It  pointed  out  that  careful 
research  shows  that  left-handed  pitchers  have  outlived  right-handed 
pitchers  by  several  years,  according  to  records  of  the  National  and 
American  leagues. 

I  feel  better! 

The  United  Methodist  Church  now  comes  to  mind.  Some  statistics 
profile  a  church  that  is  ill  and  declining.  As  I  travel  around  Louisiana,  I 
see  a  different  picture.  On  a  recent  typical  Sunday,  I  participated  in  the 
50th  birthday  of  one  church  and  the  100th  anniversary  of  another  and 
spoke  to  a  district  youth  rally  with  wall-to-wall  teenagers.  I  saw  life,  vi¬ 
tality  and  hope  for  the  future  of  the  church. 

But  then  I’m  a  left-handed  pitcher! 


Prime  books  from  Cokesbury 
solve  holiday  gift  dilemma 


The  Phantom 
of  the  Organ 
heard  at  this 
season  last 
year  will  re¬ 
turn  for  an 
evening  of 
family  fun 
and  surprises 
at  First  UMC, 
Shreveport. 
Stephen 
Distad  and 
friends  plan  a 
program  of 
music  and 
drama  Friday, 
Oct.  28,  at 
7:30  p.m. 


When  planning  holiday  giving, 
books  from  Cokesbury  make  good 
choices. 

Persons  who 
attended  the 
Louisiana  Annu¬ 
al  Conference 
when  Leonard 
Sweet  was  a  fea¬ 
tured  preacher 
will  especially 
enjoy  reading  (as 
will  others)  his 
book,  Faith- 
Quakes,  “for  LeonardSweet 
Christians  with  the  shakes,  who 
know  that  the  church  is  the  last  hope 
for  saving  our  families,  our  cities,  our 
businesses  and  the  earth.” 

Sweet  is  chancellor  of  United  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

In  the  hard-cover  Abingdon  Press 
book,  he  writes,  “The  church’s  Rip- 
Van-Winklery  spirit  —  at  once  exu¬ 
berant  and  escapist  —  still  largely 
refuses  to  acknowledge  the  new 
world  in  which  it  finds  itself.  It 
keeps  polishing  and  ‘perfecting’  an 
ecclesiastical  paradigm  that  resists 
transformation.” 

But  he  goes  on  to  say,  “It’s  still 
not  too  late  for  the  church  to  be  on 
time  for  the  future  . . .” 

Sweet  writes  about  how  to  pursue 
a  more  effective  “go  and  tell”  evan¬ 
gelism  and  how  to  rekindle  Christian 
imagination  through  sensuality,  vir¬ 
tual  reality  and  energized  prayer,  mu¬ 
sic  or  spiritual  experience.  Dr.  Ezra 
Earl  Jones  and  Herb  Miller  both  rec¬ 
ommend  the  book. 

Sweet  will  be  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Jan.  13  to  15,  1995,  for  the  Great 
Preacher  Series  at  First  UMC. 

One  of  our  UM  ministers  who 
frequently  writes  inspirational 
books  for  the  Dimensions  for  Living 
group  is  Dr.  James  W.  Moore,  who 
has  been  a  speaker  at  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge’s  Great  Preach¬ 
er  Series.  Other  recent  books  are  Yes, 
Lord,  I  Have  Sinned,  But  I  Have  Sev¬ 
eral  Excellent  Excuses  and  When  All 
Else  Fails,  Read  the  Instructions? 

Moore,  pastor  of  the  8,000-mem¬ 
ber  St.,  Luke’s  UMC,  Houston,  has 
now  written.  Some  Good  Things 
Are  Too  Good  Not  to  Be  True. 

In  this  uplifting,  optimistic  book, 
he  writes  that  God  wants  good  things 
for  his  children  but  that,  tragically, 


our  society  has  become  strangely  sus¬ 
picious  of  the  “good.”  We  are  quick 
to  say,  “It’s  too  good  to  be  true.” 

Moore  reminds  us,  “As  Chris¬ 
tians  we  are  called  to  be  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  encouragement, 
not  discouragement.  We  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  task  of  building  peo¬ 
ple  up,  not  tearing  them  down.” 

He  continues,  “Kindness,  love,  com¬ 
passion  —  whatever  you  want  to  call 
it,  this  is  one  of  the  most  authentic 
signs  of  faith,  because  it  signifies  our 
recognition  that  other  people  are  chil¬ 
dren  of  God  ...  If  your  faith  makes 
you  kind  and  loving,  it  is  valid.” 

—  Dotty  Bagbey 


Local  church  healing  ministry 
seminar  will  examine  needs 
of  individuals  in  crisis 


Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  will 
present  a  Tri-District  Healing  Min¬ 
istries  of  the  Local  Church  seminar 
at  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital,  Saturday,  Oct.  29,  from 
10  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

Local  congregations  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  Baton  Rouge  and  North 
Shore  districts  are  asked  to  send 


Around  the  Conference 


A  bazaar  for  holiday  shopping  will 
showcase  handmade  items  by  the 
Don’t  Mention  Age  group  of  Ingle- 
side  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  The 
event  will  be  held  Saturday,  Oct. 
29,  from  8  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  at  the 
church. 

*  *  * 

The  new  North  Shore  District 
church  in  Mandeville  being  orga¬ 
nized  by  Rev.  Barry  Hughes  will 
be  known  as  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Servant. 

*  *  * 

The  youth  of  First  UMC,  Ham¬ 
mond, the  Kindness  Krusaders 
who  started  a  campaign  to  commit 
random  deeds  of  kindness  are  now 
getting  the  whole  church  involved. 
They  plan  a  “Kindness  Day”  for 
Sunday,  Oct.  23,  in  the  worship 
service  and  Sunday  school. 

Their  kind  deeds  keep  increas¬ 
ing  and  involving  more  people. 
Next,  they  plan  to  get  the  city  of 
Hammond  involved  in  a  “Kind¬ 
ness  Day.”  i 

Kindness  Krusaders  are  show¬ 
ing  the  way  and  urging  everyone 
to,  “Do  acts  (of  kindness)  for  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  time  they  arrive  at 
church.  For  example:  open  doors, 
carry  books,  smile,  shake  hands, 
serve  coffee  and  donuts,  if  it  rains 
take  umbrellas  to  cars,  make  and 
give  bookmarks  and  do  any  other 
kind  deeds.” 

*  *  * 

The  Protestant  Hour,  a  national 
ecumenical  radio  ministry,  will  be 
50  years  old  in  '95.  A  special  12- 


program  series,  “The  Past  Speaks 
to  the  Future,"  is  planned.  Some 
of  the  featured  UM  speakers  will 
be  Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore,  Dr. 
William  J.  Quick  and  Bishop 
Woody  Hearn,  president  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

Any  member  of  Louisiana  UM 
churches  who  would  like  to  have 
his  or  her  community  share  in  the 
Protestant  Hour  ministry  and  be  a 
part  of  the  50th  celebration  may 
contact  Woody  Wilson  404-921- 
6735  or  Bill  Richards,  UM  Com¬ 
munications,  6 1 5-742-5 151. 

To  order  a  special  preview  cas¬ 
sette  of  one  of  the  anniversary  pro¬ 
grams  to  place  on.  a  local  radio 
station  write:  The  Protestant 
Hour,  1727  Clifton  Rd.,  Atlanta, 
GA,  attention  Woody  Wilson.  Enclose 
name,  address  and  phone  number. 

*  *  * 

Clergy  Professional  Day  for 
Acadiana  District  is  set  Monday, 
Nov.  7,  from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  at 
Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  Dr.  Ger¬ 
ald  Richardson,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  announces.  “Wisdom  of 
the  Leadership  Diamond”  will  be 
the  subject  of  Dr.  Craig  Emerick  of 
Dallas,  Center  for  Ministry  Devel¬ 
opment.  Participants  will  earn  .5 
Continuing  Education  Unit  credit. 

The  fee  of  $10  includes  lunch  (pay 
on  day  of  event).  To  register  send 
name,  church/charge  and  phone 
number,  by  Nov.  2,  to:  Acadiana 
District  Office,  850  Kaliste  Saloom, 
Suite  121,  Lafayette  LA  70508. 


representatives.  To  be  explored  are 
ways  the  congregations  can  be  in 
ministry  with  the  church  agencies  to 
solve  health  and  healing  problems. 
Rev.  Stephen  Fleming,  chaplain  at 
Baton  Rouge  General  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter  and  vice  chair  of  the  sponsoring 
body,  said.  “We  want  to  plan  and 
work  to  meet  the  needs  of  people 
who  are  facing  a  particular  crisis.” 

Presentations  will  include  ones 
on  Drug  Abuse  and  Domestic  Vio¬ 
lence.  Physically  and  Mentally 
Challenging  Conditions,  AIDS  Cov¬ 
enant  Care,  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans,  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston,  Lafon  Home, 
Peoples  Community  Center,  Pen¬ 
dleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  and  Health  Education  in  the 
Public  Schools  (Children/Youth). 

Similar  seminars  will  be  present¬ 
ed  for  other  Tri-District  units  in  the 
spring  of  1995,  Fleming  said. 

Reservations  for  the  Oct.  29 
event  are  due  Tuesday,  Oct.  25.  The 
fee  is  $5  which  includes  the  cost  of 
the  noon  meal  (payment  may  be 
made  upon  arrival). 

Send  registrations  or  call:  Gloria 
Lester-Hygh,  chairperson,  250 
Brownswitch  Rd.,  No.  116,  Slidell 
LA  70458,  phone  504-645-0952,  or 
UM  Chaplain  Paul  Durbin,  Method¬ 
ist  Hospital-Pastoral  Care,  5620 
Read  Blvd.,  New  Orleans  LA  70127, 
phone  504-244-5430.  If  writing  in¬ 
clude  name,  address,  church,  district 
and  church  office  held. 

In  Memoriam 

Rev.  Marshall  Wesley,  retired  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  minister,  died  Oct. 
2  in  Jeanerette.  Funeral  services  were 
held  Oct.  7  at  St.  Paul  UMC,  Jeaner¬ 
ette,  and  burial  was  on  Oct.  8. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Ella, 
and  their  eight  children,  Ella  Mae 
Wesley  and  Martha  Menard,  both  of 
Jeanerette;  Mary  George  of  Cade; 
Learmey  Sharp,  Charles  Wesley  and 
Ida  Mae  Maxie,  all  of  Franklin;  Mar¬ 
shall  Wesley  Jr.  of  Charenton  and 
Roman  Wesley  of  New  Iberia. 


MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children's  Services  in  Houma  has  the 
relatively  new  building,  in  top  photo,  which  includes  a  dining  area 
but  they  also  have  some  older  structures  which  need  refurbishing. 
Huge  old  oaks  grace  the  MacDonell  property  and  create  a  peaceful 
setting  right  in  the  middle  of  the  town  of  Houma. 

MacDonell  Children's  Services 


gets  Youth  Service  Fund  gift 


Our  Louisiana  youth  are  continu¬ 
ously  raising  money  for  the  Youth 
Service  Fund.  Now  some  of  that 
money  has  come  home  to  Louisiana. 
MacDonell  United  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Services  in  Houma  is  recipient 
of  a  grant  of  $7,400  from  the  National 
Youth  Service  Fund.  The  stipend  will 
go  toward  the  purchase  of  a  new  van. 

MacDonell  is  a  therapeutic  child¬ 
care  facility  whose  property  is 
owned  by  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  UM  Church. 

Though  the  agency  receives  funds 
from  the  state  for  the  residents, 
MacDonell  is  dependent  upon  do¬ 
nations  from  individuals  and 
churches  for  many  of  the  extras. 

“We’re  trying  to  raise  money  to 
buy  two  new  vans  because  ours  are 
old  and  often  break  down  when  we 
take  the  children  somewhere,”  Kan¬ 
dy  Theriot,  director  of  development 
for  MacDonell,  said. 

“We  sponsored  a  tennis  tourna¬ 
ment  and  a  Fishing  rodeo,”  she  said, 
“and  hope  to  have  enough  for  one 
van  by  the  end  of  the  year.” 

Donations  for  vans 

The  home,  of  which  Gerald  J. 
Bridges  is  chief  executive  officer, 
welcomes  additional  contributions 
for  the  van  purchases. 

Theriot  said  the  community  of 
Houma  often  gets  involved  in  projects 
to  help  the  36  children  at  MacDonell 
but  some  of  the  town’s  residents  “still 
don’t  know  why  we’re  here.” 

MacDonell’s  staff  and  residents 
appreciate  help  from  the  communi¬ 
ty,  from  local  UM  churches  and  in¬ 
dividuals,  especially  for  the  extras. 

“It  takes  about  $360  just  to  take 
the  kids  to  the  movie  and  buy  them 
popcorn  and  a  Coke,”  Theriot  men¬ 
tioned.  “And  just  going  out  to  eat 
hamburgers  would  cost  around 
$118.  So  these  are  some  of  the 
treats  they  don’t  often  get.” 

Gift  certificates 

She  suggested  that  people  who 
want  to  help  send  funds  or  gift  cer¬ 
tificates  for  the  movies.  School  sup¬ 
plies  are  always  needed.  Donations 
of  items  or  money  may  be  sent  to: 
MacDonell  UM  Children’s  Services 
Inc,  1210  E.  Main  St.,  Houma  LA 
70363.  Donations  are  also  being  ac¬ 
cepted  for  bricks  in  the  Memorial 
Walk  on  the  property. 

Gloves  needed 

Theriot  also  mentioned  that  soft- 
ball  gloves  or  other  sports  equip¬ 
ment  could  be  sent  or  taken  to  the 
home.  (Phone  504-868-8362). 

“We  have  a  nice  area  for  softball 
on  the  property,”  she  explained, 
“but  this  summer  when  the  kids 
went  out  to  play,  we  only  had  three 
gloves  for  them  to  use.” 

Theriot  said  that  while  the  home 


has  36  children  from  ages  7  to  16, 
most  of  the  residents  are  in  the  9  to 
14  age  range. 

She  added,  “We  want  them  to 
have  a  regular  childhood  just  like 
others  kids.” 

"It  takes  about  $360  just 
to  take  the  kids  to  a 
movie  and  buy  them 
popcorn  and  a  Coke. 

And  just  going  out  to  eat 
hamburgers  would  take 
around  $118.  So  these 
are  some  of  the  treats 
they  don't  often  get." 

—  Kathy  Theriot 


Gerald ).  Bridges 


MacDonell 
Gala  to  note 
75th  Year 

MacDonell  United  Methodist 
Children’s  Services  and  JC  Penney 
Co.  Inc.  will  honor  Five  volunteers 
at  the  10th  annual  Volunteer  Activ¬ 
ist  Gala.  Proceeds  will  benefit  Mac¬ 
Donell.  The  theme,  “Diamonds  Are 
Forever,”  highlights  MacDonell’s 
75th  anniversary  of  service  to  chil¬ 
dren  and  families. 

The  Gala  benefit  is  set  for  Friday, 
Nov.  4,  at  7  p.m.  in  the  Student 
Union  Ballroom  of  Nicholls  State 
University. 

Dr.  Grace  Monk  and  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  William  Wilder  are  chairs  for 
the  black-tie  event.  A  dinner  and 
dance  will  be  held  after  the  awards 
ceremony. 

To  be  honored  are  Frances  T. 
Barbera  and  Jan  Maki  of  Thibo- 
daux;  Frank  Wurzlow  Jr.  of 
Schriever;  Dr.  Pete  H.  Rhymes  and 
Dr.  Mary  Bourque,  both  of  Houma. 
Gerald  J.  Bridges,  chief  executive 
officer,  of  MacDonell’s,  and  Mrs. 
Bridges,  will  be  among  guests. 

The  public  is  invited  to  purchase 
tickets  for  the  Gala.  Contact  Kandy 
Theriot,  504-868-8362. 
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A  lesson 
in  love's 
power 


“Unmerited  grace”  is  a  theological  expression 
usually  reserved  to  describe  God’s  love  of  us  hu¬ 
mans  despite  our  sinful  ways. 

Occasionally,  however,  the  term  can  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  extraordinary  acts  by  human  beings 
themselves.  One  such  recent  occasion  offers  an 
instructive  lesson  in  applied  theology. 

News  reports  gave  this  background:  A  7-year- 
old  American  boy,  Nicholas  Green,  was  killed  a 
- — -  few  weeks  ago  in 

Editorial  Italy.  Masked  gun¬ 


men  shot  Nicholas 
when  they  at¬ 


tacked  his  vacationing  family  on  a  nighttime 
highway,  apparently  during  a  bungled  robbery. 

In  an  act  that  captured  the  attention  of  the 
Italian  people,  Nicholas'  parents  made  a  rapid 
decision  to  donate  their  slain  son’s  organs  so 
that  Italian  children  could  be  given  a  future  de¬ 
nied  to  their  son. 

Afterwards,  Italian  medical  officials  reported  a 
sudden  increase  in  the  number  of  people  ready  to 
follow  the  Greens’  example  by  turning  their  loss 
into  someone  else’s  gain  through  organ  donation. 
Italy,  it  should  be  noted,  has  the  lowest  record  of 
organ  donations  in  all  of  Europe. 

At  least  two  aspects  of  this  remarkable  epi¬ 
sode  merit  comment: 

First,  it  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  Greens 
are  Christians  (Roman  Catholic).  One  can  only 
speculate  what  influence  that  had  on  their  near- 
immediate  decision  to  rise  above  their  pain  and 
anger  to  make  a  gift  of  life-giving  generosity  to 
the  Italian  people. 

That  they  did  so  with  such  rapidity,  however, 
showed  an  unmistakably  Christ-like  disposition 
to  perform  acts  of  compassion  under  extraordi¬ 
narily  discouraging  circumstances. 

Such  “habits  of  the  heart,”  as  sociologist 
Robert  Bellah  has  called  them,  are  a  worthy  goal 
of  all  who  profess  to  follow  Christ  and  a  desired 
outcome  of  all  that  we  do  to  nurture  each  oth¬ 
er — in  worship,  study  and  Christian  service — 
within  our  communities  of  faith. 


Second,  the  Greens’  Christ-like  response  in 
the  face  of  decidedly  unChrist-like  behavior 
warrants  comparison  with  God’s  gift  of  unmer¬ 
ited  grace  toward  the  human  race. 

No  one  “deserved”  to  benefit  from  the  tragedy 
of  their  son’s  death.  However,  the  fact  that  count¬ 
less  people  will  receive  benefits  via  increased  or¬ 
gan  donations  witnesses  to  the  redemptive  power 
of  undeserved  and  unexpected  compassion.  Such 
love,  it  seems,  begets  love  and  sets  forces  in  mo¬ 
tion  that  can  transform  even  demonic  acts  into  a 
reflection  of  divine  love. 


What  church  support  for  one-parent  families? 


«f  UGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Single-parent  families  are  good  for  adults  but  not  for  children, 
contends  a  reader.  If  that's  so,  what  kind  of  support  should  the 
church  be  giving  such  families,  as  family  ministry  experts  re¬ 
cently  have  urged  (see  related  letter  at  left). 


Single-parent  families  may  be 
good  for  the  adults,  but  it  gets 
worse  and  worse  each  year  for 
the  children.  As  the  Atlantic 
Monthly  cover  story  of  April 
1993,  "Dan  Quayle  Was  Right” 
shows,  we  have  some  30  years  of 
data  about  the  single-parent  fam¬ 
ily  that  leads  to  this  conclusion. 

Still  two  United  Methodist 
family  ministries  experts,  Mari¬ 
lyn  Magee  and  Kolya  Braun  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  23  and  Sept.  16,  re¬ 
spectively)  take  the  church  to 
task  for  not  giving  enough  sup¬ 
port  to  the  single-parent  family. 
But  if  single-parent  families  are 
good  for  the  adults  and  bad  for 
the  children,  what  kind  of  sup¬ 
port  do  these  family  ministry  ad¬ 
visers  expect  of  the  church? 

At  the  very  least,  church  sup¬ 
port  for  the  children  should  be 
hearty  endorsement  and  support 
of  abstinence  before  marriage,  as 
well  as  endorsement  and  support 
of  the  two-parent,  mom-and-dad, 
family.  Neither  of  these  was 
mentioned  by  Ms.  Magee  or  Ms. 
Braun. 

Douglas  W.  Rettig 
Kiester,  Minnesota 

It's  gobbledygook 

Subject:  Bureaucracy  and  gob¬ 
bledygook. 

After  several  years  of  reading 
UMR  I  find  that  either  my  brain 
is  failing  or  UMR  is  becoming 
more  difficult. 

A  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice  story  in  the  Oct.  7  issue  il¬ 
lustrates  both  themes  of  this 
letter:  Anyone  who  can  derive 
the  meaning  from  the  story  head¬ 
lined  “Cooperate  or  get  run 
over”  please  fax  me  a  translation. 

Most  informative  is  the  box 
listing  seven  current  research 
projects  about  United  Method¬ 
ism.  A  glance  indicates  where  a 
great  deal  of  time  is  spent  by  our 
bishops. 

Christy  McKenzie 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas 

Editor  John  A.  Lovelace  replies: 
"The  meaning  1  derive  from  that 
story  is  that  some  of  our  chief  bu¬ 
reaucrats,  most  notably  the 
church 's  general  treasurer,  are  re¬ 
alizing  that  the  church  is  chang¬ 
ing  whether  the  boards  and 
agencies  do  or  not.  ‘Cooperate’  in 
this  sense  means  ‘adapt  to  the  in¬ 
evitable  changes  or  you'll  be  left 
out. ' " 


He  hit  the  nail 

Thomas  A.  Langford  may  or 
may  not  be  a  carpenter,  but  he 
surely  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  in 
his  letter  to  the  editor  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  30). 

The  local  church  continues  to 
be  a  seed  which  more  and  more 
is  being  choked  out  by  the  thorns 
of  bureaucracy.  As  chair  of  a  lo¬ 
cal-church  nominating  commit¬ 
tee,  I  am  finding  that  people  who 
wish  to  be  involved  in  local  min¬ 
istries  are  overwhelmed  with  the 
additional  duties  of  their  work. 

A  person  who  seeks  to  lead  a 
strong  outreach  ministry  finds 
his  or  her  time  and  energy 
drained  away  by  being  expected 


to  attend  meetings  of  the  Council 
on  Ministries,  the  Administra¬ 
tive  Board,  the  Charge  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  ad  hoc  committees. 

What’s  more,  it’s  the  local 
church  member  who  pays  for  all 
these  meetings  which  tend  to  per¬ 
petuate  themselves. 

I  hope  that  the  1996  General 
Conference  will  simplify  some  of 
the  process  by  which  we  do  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  If  the  General 
Conference  doesn’t  do  this,  local 
churches,  by  necessity,  will. 

Durward  McCord 
Nashville.  Tennessee 

Parliamentary  OK 

The  editorial,  “Listening  for 


God’s  will:  Challenge,  gift”  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  16)  recommends  re¬ 
placing  parliamentary  procedure 
with  a  euphemistic  procedure 
called  “spiritual  discernment.” 
But  it  doesn’t  define  how  to  ar¬ 
rive  at  a  consensus,  which  is  nec¬ 
essary  for  fair  implementation  of 
any  group  decision. 

Don’t  knock  parliamentary 
procedure.  It  provides  tested 
methods  to  establish  a  consensus. 
Full  participation  is  allowed  un¬ 
der  its  procedures.  All  can  con¬ 
tribute.  Spiritual  disciplines  such 
as  prayer,  meditations  and  soli¬ 
tude  can  already  exist  within  its 
framework.  Don’t  blame  the  par¬ 
liamentary  process  if  they  aren’t 
present;  blame  the  users. 

Herbert  Jack  Hart 
Houston,  Texas 

I  take  exception 

I  take  exception  to  James  B. 
Martin-Schramm’s  statement  in 
his  “Here  I  Stand”  column, 
“Don’t  overlook  broader  context 
of  population  issue”  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  23)  that  we  have  a  “biblical 
witness  of  a  God  who  shows  pref¬ 
erential  concern  for  the  poor  and 
oppressed.”  1  believe  that  most 
of  the  biblical  evidence  shows 
that  God  shows  no  partiality. 

God  makes  the  rain  fall  alike 
on  the  just  and  the  unjust.  There 
is  virtually  no  evidence  that  can 
be  offered  to  substantiate  the 
claim  that  God  prefers  poor  peo¬ 
ple  over  those  who  are  less  poor. 
In  fact  the  clear  evidence  of  his¬ 
tory  seems  to  indicate  the  con¬ 
trary.  If  I  were  poor  I  might  offer 
a  prayer  that  God  prefer  some¬ 
body  else  for  a  while  if  I  believed 
what  Mr.  Martin-Schramm 
claims. 

What  the  biblical  evidence 
seems  clear  about  is  that  God  de¬ 
mands  that  we  who  are  not  poor 
show  compassion  and  support 
for  those  who  are  poor  and  suf¬ 
fering.  Lonnie  D.  Brooks 

Anchorage,  Alaska 

I  applaud  report 

I  applaud  UMR’s  special  re¬ 
port,  Population,  Environment, 
Consumption  and  YOU. 

I  lament  that  mainline 
churches  have  only  just  begun  to 
address  seriously  issues  of  our 
world’s  environmental  crisis, 
poverty,  consumerism  and  wom- 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

en’s  issues. 

Can  we  now  look  at,  and 
name,  the  causes  of  these  trage¬ 
dies?  In  1953  Eisenhower  stated 
“Every  gun  that  is  made,  every 
warship  launched,  every  rocket 
fired,  signifies  in  a  final  sense  a 
theft  from  those  who  hunger  and 
are  not  fed — those  who  are  cold 
and  not  clothed.  This  world  in 
arms  is  not  spending  money 
alone — it  is  spending  the  sweat 
of  its  laborers,  the  genius  of  its 
scientists,  the  hopes  of  its  chil¬ 
dren.” 

Perhaps  the  time  has  come 
when  we  as  a  “Christian  nation” 
must  answer  to  those  children 
who  have  perished  for  lack  of 
food,  or  from  “imported”  weap¬ 
ons,  while  we  consumed  thought¬ 
lessly. 

Never  was  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  more  relevant  and  more 
urgent  in  our  broken  world,  than 
now. 

Carol  Wiebe 
Trinidad,  California 

A  bizarre  chapter 

Regarding  the  recent  decision  by 
a  tax  court  in  North  Carolina  that 
United  Methodist  ministers  aren’t 
self-employed  (see  UMR,  Sept.  16. 
and  Faith  Watch  on  Page  3): 

While  I  certainly  have  no  expe¬ 
rience  in  tax  law,  I  don’t  under¬ 
stand  how  anyone  who  reads  the 
Wall  Street  Journal  or  Business 
Week  would  seriously  believe 
that  United  Methodist  ministers 
are  “self-employed.”  I  hope  this 
ends  a  bizarre  chapter  of  church 
history.  Let’s  see  our  church  now 
become  concerned  about  what  is 
important. 

George  W.  Lockwood 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor, "  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275, 
or  fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 


Pontius'  Puddle 


CONGREGATIONS 

Today  have 

GOTTEN  WAY 
TOOfOOC-Hy. 


I  INFORMED  tAy 
fACIABERS  THAT  GOD 
SEES  ALL  THEY  DO 
AND  KNOWS  THEIR 
EVERY  secret; 


THEY’RE  HIRING 
A  UAWYETR. 

TO  SUE  FOR 
INVASION  OF 
RUWACy ! 


What  others  are  saying 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“The  steadfast  love  of  the  Lord 
never  ceases,  his  mercies  never 
come  to  an  end;  they  are  new  every 
morning;  great  is  your  faithfulness.” 
(NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  1  John  4:7) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct  23 
Sunday:  Psalm  34:1-8 
Monday:  Psalm  34:19-22 
Tuesday:  Job  42:1-6 
Wednesday:  Job  42:10-17 
Thursday:  Hebrews  7:23-25 
Friday:  Hebrews  7:26-28 
Saturday:  Mark  10:46-52 


“We  do  not  experience  interde¬ 
pendence  in  the  abstract;  we  experi¬ 
ence  it  in  more 
or  less  inclusive 
particularities. 

‘God  is  in  the 
details.’  . . .  But 
God  is  also  in 
the  ordering  of 
the  details, 
sensed  in  that 
icon  or  cartoon  of  spiraled  DNA,  in 
the  metaphysical  speculations  of 
Benedict  de  Spinoza  or  Alfred 
North  Whitehead,  in  the  narratives 
of  the  people  of  the  Jewish  Scrip¬ 
tures,  and  in  the  biological  explana¬ 
tions  of  the  illnesses  that  inevitably 
bring  about  our  deaths.” 

— James  M.  Gustafson  in  his  book, 
A  Sense  of  the  Divine:  The  Natural 


Environment  from  a  Theocentric 
Perspective. 

*  *  * 

“The  best  way  to  force  Holly¬ 
wood  to  take  religion  more  serious¬ 
ly  is  to  take  it  more  seriously 
ourselves — and  to  use  religious 
standards  to  become  more  discern¬ 
ing  consumers  of  popular  culture. 
At  a  time  when  so  many  parents 
worry  over  the  nutritional  value  of 
the  food  their  children  put  into 
their  bodies,  it’s  amazing  that  these 
same  parents  show  so  little  concern 
over  the  media  images  and  mes¬ 
sages  those  children  place  into  their 
minds,  their  imaginations,  their 
very  souls.” 

— Media  critic  Michael  Medved, 
writing  in  The  Lutheran  magazine. 
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Promise  and  threat  accompanied  us 
on  mission  trip  to  Magadan ,  Russia 


By  WILLIAM  DEW 

The  twin  sisters,  promise  and 
threat,  often  become  our  compan¬ 
ions  when  we  venture  into  com¬ 
pletely  new  territory  with  very  little 
to  prepare  us  for  what  we  will  expe¬ 
rience.  So  it  was  for  me  as  I  em¬ 
barked  with  10  other  United 
Methodists  on  a  trip  to  Magadan, 
Russia,  in  July. 

Ever  since  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Repub¬ 
lics,  there  have  been  invitations  to 
people  in  the  United  States  to  visit 
the  cities  and  towns  of  Russia  and 
to  engage  in  cultural  and  business 
exchanges  with  the  Russian  people. 
We  received  such  an  invitation  in 
Anchorage,  thanks  to  previous  con¬ 
tacts  made  by  the  Rev.  Carol 
Seckel,  who  was  serving  as  superin¬ 
tendent. 

Curiosity  and  good  will 

So  we  arrived  in  Magadan  full  of 
curiosity  and  good  will,  expressing 
our  hopes  that  we  United  Method¬ 
ists  could  be  of  help  to  the  people  of 
Magadan  in  some  humanitarian 
mission.  During  our  visit  our  hopes 
were  never  dismissed  nor  dimin¬ 
ished.  If  anything,  they  are  stronger 
now  than  before. 

The  most  wonderful  part  of  the 
visit  was  the  opportunity  to  live  in 
the  homes  and  apartments  of  our 
hosts.  We  were  so  graciously  re¬ 
ceived  into  their  everyday  living 
patterns  that  without  regard  to 
whatever  we  may  establish  in  some 
cooperative  venture  in  the  future, 
we  will  always  remember  the  daily 
kindnesses  and  courtesies  that  were 
shown  to  us. 

The  promise  of  what  was  so  new 
and  different  entirely  overshad¬ 
owed  the  threat  that  was  natural  to 
feel  when  one  is  unfamiliar  with 
language  and  culture  and  when  one 
even  has  some  preconceived  no¬ 
tions  with  which  to  deal. 


My  Witness 


Bishop  William 
W.  Dew  is 
episcopal  leader 
of  the  Portland, 
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My  hostess  was  a  gracious  wom¬ 
an,  a  widow  and  mother  of  a  22- 
year-old  daughter  and  a  10-year-old 
son.  She  spoke  almost  no  English 
and  I,  of  course,  was  equally  un¬ 
equipped  in  Russian.  At  meals  we 
became  very  adept  at  sign  language 
and  at  thumbing  through  the  En- 
glish-Russian  dictionary  at  high 
speed.  We  left  out  verbs  and  usually 
used  pronouns,  nouns,  and  adjec¬ 
tives.  It  is  really  surprising  how 
much  can  also  be  communicated 
with  the  muscles  of  the  face,  as  well 
as  body  language. 

Although  the  making  of  friends 
and  establishing  new  relationships 
was  a  significant  part  of  our  purpose, 
it  wasn’t  our  only  reason  for  traveling 
to  this  Siberian  city.  We  requested 
opportunity  to  visit  hospitals  and 
children’s  homes,  schools  and  even  a 
pre-trial  detention  facility. 

Sought  out  Christians 

We  also  sought  out  Christian 
communities  that  ranged  from  the 
highly  liturgical,  formal  and  distant 
worship  of  the  Russian  Orthodox  to 
the  subjective,  vibrant,  enthusiastic 
sounds  of  fundamentalist  Pentecos- 
tals,  as  well  as  the  Bible-centered 
prayer  group  meeting  in  a  private 
home.  Nothing  we  experienced 
even  closely  approximated  a  United 
Methodist  worship  service.  They  all 
welcomed  our  presence  and  ex¬ 


pressed  hope  that  we  would  return. 

Our  most  promising  accomplish¬ 
ment  came  through  our  contacts 
with  the  Office  of  the  Mayor  and 
central  administration  of  the  city. 
They  also  welcomed  our  presence. 
We  never  once  received  any  inhos¬ 
pitable  behavior  on  the  part  of  any¬ 
one.  They  are  now  prepared  to 
respond  to  our  request  to  register  a 
Christian  fellowship  and  to  permit 
us  to  purchase  an  apartment  for  the 
use  of  the  church  in  any  future  mis¬ 
sion  there. 

We  have  also  pledged  ourselves  to 
help  them  in  any  way  we  can  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  rehabilitation  center.  They 
have  a  great  need  for  such  a  center 
inasmuch  as  in  this  city  of  150,000 
people,  they  have  none.  They  invited 
us  to  help  them  with  the  design  and 
planning  of  such  a  facility.  They  have 
a  large  building  of  multiple  stories 
that  can  be  used  for  such  a  purpose. 
They  are  ready  now  to  receive  volun¬ 
teers  who  would  help  to  develop  this 
project.  If  we  were  able  to  help  them 
achieve  their  dream  of  a  rehabilita¬ 
tion  center,  I  believe  we  would  have 
a  tremendous  impact  on  the  commu¬ 
nity. 

Our  adventure  which  lasted  only 
a  week  consisted  also  of  dancing 
with  people  of  the  Cossack  tradi¬ 
tion,  having  an  evening  meal  of 
fresh  salmon  on  the  beach  over  an 
open  fire  with  much  singing  and 
joking,  a  visit  to  a  beach  house 
complete  with  sauna,  traveling  in 
an  aged  bus  over  a  gravel  road  for 
over  one  hour  each  way,  and  several 
moments  of  musical  entertainment. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  can  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (one  typed,  double-spaced 
page  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,  "  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  manuscripts. 
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IRS  RULING  APPEALED:  The  United 

Methodist  pastor  whose  tax  return  was  reject¬ 
ed  by  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  said  he  will 
appeal  the  judicial  decision  that  prohibited  him 
from  filing  as  a  self-employed  person.  The  Rev. 
Michael  D.  Weber  of  Stonewall,  N.C,  said  the 
U.S.  tax  court  told  him  that  he  “is  an  employ¬ 
ee  for  federal  income  tax  purposes,”  but  has 
not  proven  who  is  his  employer.  Officials  of 
the  General  Council  of  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration  said  they  expect  to  assist  in  the  appeal 
(see  related  Letter  to  the  Editor  on  Page  2). 


APOLOGIES  TO  VICTIMS:  m  a 

statement  read  from  the  pulpit  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  Earl 
R.  Cox  III  the  chairman  of  the  pastor-parish 
relations  committee  conceded  that  church  offi¬ 
cials  “have  good  reason  to  believe”  former  pas¬ 
tor  the  Rev.  Barry  Bailey  sexually  harassed  four 
women — three  staff  members  and  one  parish¬ 
ioner — at  First  Church.  The  committee  ex¬ 
tended  a  formal  apology  to  the  women,  and  a 
mediation  agreement  awarded  them  a 
$275,000  settlement.  Dr.  Bailey,  68,  who  an¬ 
nounced  his  retirement,  effective  Aug.  30,  has 
denied  the  allegations.  Acknowledging  that 
women  are  often  discredited  or  blamed  when 
bringing  such  charges,  Mr.  Cox  apologized  and 
said  the  church  would  “begin  making  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  way  society  views  this  issue.” 

'DECLARATION  FOR  CHANGE': 

Sixteen  bishops  were  among  the  21  United 
Methodists  who  signed  a  "Declaration  for 
Change”  calling  for  reform  of  the  World  Bank 
and  International  Monetary  Fund  (IMF)  on  the 
50th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  those  insti¬ 
tutions.  More  than  200  U.S.  religious  leaders 
joined  signers  around  the  world  to  ask  that 
current  economic  policies  be  replaced  with 
those  that  would  meet  needs  of  the  poor  and 
promote  sustainable,  participatory,  fair  devel¬ 
opment;  that  debt  relief  be  afforded  to  the 
poorest  countries;  and  that  the  World  Bank 
and  IMF  be  democratized. 


SUPPLY  FOOD  TO  HUNGRY:  The 

United  Methodist-related  Society  of  St.  An¬ 
drew  is  making  an  emergency  appeal  for  funds 
to  help  supply  food  to  hungry  U.S.  citizens  this 

winter.  Officials  at  the  Virginia-based  ministry 
said  an  anticipated  cut  in  funding  for  a  federal 
surplus  food  program  has  resulted  in  increased 
demands  upon  the  society’s  Potato  Project. 

The  project  salvages  edible  but  unmarketable 
produce  for  shipment  to  food  banks  around 
the  country. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Church-supported  'ark'  feeds  the  hungry 

Heifer  Project  International  marks  50  years 


By  JANE  DENNIS 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.— Heifer 
Project  International  battles 
world  hunger  one  cow  at  a  time. 
Also  one  goat,  one  water  buffalo 
and  even  one  bee  at  a  time. 

And  it’s  working. 

A  half  century  of  unparalleled 
success  for  Heifer  Project  was 
celebrated  during  a  jam-packed, 
star-studded  four-day  anniversa¬ 
ry  celebration  Oct.  6-9. 

With  the  theme  “An  Ark  for 
Today’s  World,”  the  event  unit¬ 
ed  for  the  first  time  more  than 
500  of  the  organization’s  field 
representatives,  staff  members, 


project  partners  and  volunteers 
from  around  the  world. 

The  occasion  included  a  per¬ 
sonal  congratulatory  video  mes¬ 
sage  from  President  Bill  Clinton, 
an  appearance  by  actor  Ed  Asner 
and  an  address  by  Dith  Pran,  a 
survivor  of  the  Cambodian  holo¬ 
caust  whose  life  was  portrayed  in 
the  movie  “The  Killing  Fields.” 

Highlights  of  the  weekend  in¬ 
cluded  an  International  Fun  Fest 
with  activities  for  the  entire  fam¬ 
ily,  updates  on  Heifer  Project 
world  programs,  workshops  on 


strengthening  Heifer  Project  pro¬ 
grams  and  projects,  numerous 
awards  presentations  and  enter¬ 
tainment  ranging  from  master 
storyteller  Len  Cabral  to  singer- 
guitarist/social  activist  Richie 
Havens. 

Heifer  Project  world  head¬ 
quarters  are  situated  in  Little 
Rock,  with  its  200-acre  Interna¬ 
tional  Learning  and  Livestock 
Center  40  miles  to  the  west  at 
Perryville,  Ark. 

Founded  by  Indiana  farmer 
and  educator  Dan  West  in  1944, 
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the  Heifer  Project  cornerstone  is 
“passing  on  the  gift.”  Recipients 
of  Heifer  Project  livestock  prom¬ 
ise  to  give  their  animals’  first¬ 
born  offspring  to  another  family 
of  limited  resources  in  the  com¬ 
munity. 

“Our  approach  allows  each  re¬ 
cipient  to  enjoy  the  dignity  of  be¬ 
coming  a  donor  and  of  passing  on 
the  gift,”  said  executive  director 
Jo  Luck  Cargile.  “The  people  at 
the  grassroots  are  making  deci¬ 
sions  about  their  future.  They’re 
the  ones  who  know  best.” 

The  animals  given  away  initially 
were  heifer  cows,  but  now  more 
than  20  animals,  including  chick¬ 
ens,  goats,  llamas,  rabbits  and 
pigs,  are  part  of  the  Heifer  Project 
menagerie.  Destinations  include 
locations  throughout  Asia,  Latin 
America,  Africa,  Central  and  East¬ 
ern  Europe,  Canada  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

With  an  emphasis  on  long-term 
development  solutions,  Heifer 
Project’s  program  also  includes 
education  and  training  in  animal 
husbandry  and  sustainable  farm¬ 
ing  practices.  The  resulting  bene¬ 


fits  include  improved  nutrition, 
extra  income  and  stronger  com¬ 
munities,  as  well  as  empower¬ 
ment,  dignity  and  self-esteem  for 
once  down-trodden  families. 

“It’s  a  marvelous  and  effective 
way  of  feeding  the  hungry,”  said 
Chet  Kermode,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  layman  from  Pepper  Pike, 
Ohio,  who  chaired  the  anniversa¬ 
ry  celebration  with  his  wife,  Nan¬ 
cy.  “It  provokes  a  very  emotional 
feeling  in  the  participants.” 

Mr.  Kermode  said  he  was  espe¬ 
cially  proud  that  United  Methodist 
churches  lead  the  way  in  financial 
support  of  Heifer  Project. 

In  addition  to  a  strong  core  of 
volunteers.  United  Methodist 
churches  rallied  around  Heifer 
Project  in  1993  to  the  tune  of  more 
than  $1.3  million,  by  far  the  great¬ 
est  amount  of  any  denomination 
or  other  group  of  donors. 

In  addition.  United  Methodist 
churches  walked  away  with 
“Church  of  the  Year”  honors  this 
year  in  all  five  of  Heifer  Project’s 
U.S.  regions  (see  related  story  be¬ 
low). 

Ms.  Dennis  is  editor  of  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  United  Methodist,  Little 
Rock,  Ark. 


United  Methodist  churches 
honored  for  contributions 


LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.— Bees  and 
goats  top  the  bill  as  Heifer 
Project  international  marks 
50  years  of  giving  livestock 
worldwide  to  feed  hungry  and 
impoverished  people.  Above, 
a  display  shows  how  honey 
bees  have  become  one  of  the 
organization's  most  popular 
additions.  At  left,  a  visitor  to 
Heifer  Project's  four-day  an¬ 
niversary  event  watches  a 
staff  member  milk  a  goat. 
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Special  to  the  Reporter 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.— Five 
United  Methodist  congregations 
have  been  cited  as  1994  Heifer 
Project  International  Churches 
of  the  Year. 

They  are: 

■  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Griffin,  Ga.  (Atlanta 
South  Region).  As  longtime  sup¬ 
porters  of  HPI,  this  congregation 
has  averaged  an  annual  donation 
of  $10,000  for  the  past  two  years. 

■  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Texarkana,  Ark.  (Cen¬ 
tral  Region).  By  staging  highly 
successful  productions  of  Broad¬ 
way  musicals  such  as  “The 
Sound  of  Music”  and  “Music 
Man,”  this  church  has  raised  tens 
of  thousands  of  dollars. 

■  Garfield  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  Pepper  Pike, 
Ohio  (Midwest  Region).  Dona¬ 


tions  have  averaged  more  than 
$10,000  per  year  since  1987.  Cre¬ 
ative  fund-raising  ideas  include  a 
“Heifer  Hoedown”  and  a  special 
“Fill  the  Ark”  promotion. 

■  Westfield  United  Methodist 
Church,  Westfield,  N.J.  (North¬ 
east  Region).  The  church’s  annual 
Living  Gift  Market  involves  the 
entire  church  community.  Through 
the  years  the  congregation  has  con¬ 
tributed  more  than  $48,000  to 
Heifer  Project. 

■  East  Whittier  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Whittier,  Calif. 

(Pacific  West  Region).  This 
church  donated  space  for  the  for¬ 
mer  Southwest  Regional  office 
for  more  than  14  years,  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  support  Heifer  Project 
through  its  church  school.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  and  as  a 
congregation. 

—JANE  DENNIS 
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'rder  now  and  take 
advantage  of  special 
savings  of  10%  on 
products  to  add  beauty 
and  comfort  to  your 
sanctuary — pew 
cushions,  selected 
altarware,  and  custom 
paraments!  Don't 
delay — this  offer  only 
applies  September  1 
through  November  15, 
1994.  Call  1-800-237- 
7511  or  visit  your 
Cokesbury  store  for 
catalogs  and  details. 

Q  Cokesbury 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

The  Rev.  Cho  Young  Chul — Kore¬ 
an  by  birth  and  a  member  of  the  New 
York  Annual  Conference — doesn’t 
ride  a  horse  to  his  preaching  sites  like 
the  old  circuit  riders,  but  he  still 
would  make  Francis  Asbury  proud. 

With  a  Volkswagen  bus  and  a  zeal 
for  evangelism,  he’s  offering  Christ 
to  people  searching  for  spiritual 
meaning  in  post-Cold  War  Russia. 

Through  a  mother  church  and 
four  satellite  churches,  Mr.  Cho  has 
received  at  least  500  members  with¬ 
in  four  years.  At  least  20  percent  are 
non-Korean  Russians. 

“None  of  these  churches  and  pro¬ 
grams  has  a  building  of  its  own,  yet 
they  are  lively  and  growing,”  said  the 
Rev.  William  and  Grace  Wamock, 
United  Methodist  missionaries,  in  a 
mission  letter  to  U.S.  supporters. 

“Maybe  it’s  because  [each  church 
has]  a  group  of  Christians  willing  to 
work  hard  and  sacrifice  to  bring  the 
church  to  the  people.” 

Many  Koreans  in  Russia 

The  “Moscow  Soviet  American 
Korean  United  Methodist  Church” 
began  in  January  1990,  primarily  to 
serve  the  large  Korean/Russian 


"None  of  these 
churches  and  programs 
has  a  building  of  its  own, 
yet  they  are  lively  and 
growing." 

— Missionaries  William 
and  Grace  Warnock 


population  in  Moscow.  Officials  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  estimate  that  there  are  about 
half  a  million  Koreans  living  in 
Russia.  Some  of  these  people  are 
third-generation  Koreans  who  do 
not  speak  Korean,  but  Russian 
and/or  English. 

A  core  group  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  formed  the  nucleus  of  the 
church  in  order  to  share  their  faith 
with  the  community  at  large. 

The  church,  which  meets  in  a  cul¬ 
tural  hall,  has  an  active  program  at¬ 
tended  by  250-300  members, 
including  many  young  people. 

The  service  is  in  Korean,  which  is 
simultaneously  translated  into  Rus¬ 
sian.  The  hymn  book  gives  lyrics  in 
two  languages — Korean  and  Russian. 

The  Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver,  coor- 


MOSCOW— Leaders  of 
the  Moscow  Soviet 
American  United 
Methodist  Church 
include  Dr.  Chang, 
president  of  United 
Methodist  Men;  the 
Rev.  Cho  Young  Chul, 
pastor;  and  Ballary 
Hhu,  who  serves  as  lay 
leader  in  one  of  the 
satellite  churches.  Mr. 
Cho  has  been  dubbed  a 
"modern-day  circuit 
rider''  for  starting  five 
congregations  totaling 
500  members — and 
serving  as  their  official 
pastor  (see  related 
stories  at  left  and 
below). 


dinator  of  Global  Ministries’  Rus¬ 
sian  Initiative,  told  the  Reporter 
that  Mr.  Chul  symbolizes  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  spirit  to  people  yearning  for  a 
sign  of  hope  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union. 

“He  moved  from  New  York  to 
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Moscow  'branch'  churches  are  diverse 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  Moscow  Soviet  American 
Korean  United  Methodist  Church 
has  been  dubbed  one  the  fastest 
growing  congregations  in  Moscow, 
say  the  Rev.  William  and  Grace 
Wamock,  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries,  in  a  written  update  on  the 
church’s  Russian  Initiative. 

The  church  was  founded  in  1 990 
by  the  Rev.  Cho  Young  Chul  of 
New  York  (see  related  story  above). 
But  in  June  1992,  branches  sprout¬ 
ed  and  blossomed  into  four  new 
Russian  United  Methodist  fellow¬ 
ships  in  the  north,  west,  southwest 
and  east  sections  of  Moscow. 


Each  of  these  fellowships  is  led  by 
a  spirtually  mature  Christian,  who 
may  be  either  Korean-Russian  or 
some  other  nationality. 

Mr.  Wamock  told  the  Reporter 
that  each  of  these  worshipping 
groups  has  a  different  emphasis  and 
flavor. 

■  The  West  Church  has  a  “dea¬ 
con”  [lay  leader]  who  is  a  medical 
doctor.  He  specializes  in  mission 
programs  to  the  handicapped. 

■  The  North  Church  has  its 
home  in  a  movie  theater  and  meets 
on  Saturday.  Pastor  Chul  has  to 
travel  at  least  116  hours  by  metro 


train  and  trolley  bus  to  reach  this 
site  to  lead  worship. 

■  The  South  West  church  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  a  cultural  hall  with  a  spe¬ 
cial  emphasis  on  ministries  for 
children.  The  children  have  their 
own  Saturday  church.  The  adults 
meet  at  9:30  a.m.  on  Sundays. 

■  The  new  East  Church  was  bom 
on  Nov.  13,  1993,  assisted  by  a 
choir  from  the  South  West  church. 
A  number  of  members  were  present 
from  the  other  three  congregations. 

The  Wamocks  said  the  “delivery 
room”  was  a  library. 

- DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF 
WILLIAM  WARNOCK 

Russia  four  years  ago  and  now  has 
five  churches,”  said  Dr.  Weaver. 
“He  doesn't  even  speak  fluent  En¬ 
glish,  but  his  wife  Suzanna  does. 

“They’ve  done  a  good  job  for  The 
United  Methodist  Church,”  said 
Dr.  Weaver. 

Serving  on  faith 

Serving  as  a  Moscow  pastor  on 
the  faith  that  his  ministry  will  be 
supported,  Mr.  Chul  has  received 
funding  from  the  Korean  United 
Methodists  in  the  United  States.  He 
also  is  assisted  financially  by 
churches  in  his  home  conference  in 
New  York,  as  well  as  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“What  we’re  proud  of  most  about 
these  Moscow  churches  is  that  the 
members  are  all  Russians,  some¬ 
times  with  people  from  other  coun¬ 
tries  as  their  leaders,”  continued 
Dr.  Weaver. 

“That’s  the  difference  between 
Americans  and  the  Russians.  They 
have  a  willingness  to  join  and  be¬ 
come  active  in  church,  regardless  of 
the  race  of  the  pastor.” 


Faith  at  work 
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Faith 

-  connections 

CLAREMONT  REPORTS:  The  United 

Methodist-related  School  of  Theology  at  Clare¬ 
mont,  Calif.,  which  recently  began  its  109th  ac¬ 
ademic  year,  reports  that  47  percent  of  its 
student  body  lists  an  ethnic  background.  Offi¬ 
cials  also  said  that  45  percent  of  its  345  students 
are  women. 

JOINS  MINISTRY  STAFF:  The  Rev 

Vance  P.  Ross,  former  pastor  of  Simpson  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Charles¬ 
ton,  W.  Va.,  recently  joined  the  Laity  in 
Ministry  staff  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  His  work  will  focus  on 
the  evangelistic  task  from  a  church-school  per- 
pective. 

RUSSIA  CONSULTATION:  Bishop 

Ruediger  R.  Minor  (Eurasia  Area)  will  be  one 
of  several  speakers  during 
the  Russia  Initiative  Con¬ 
sultation  III,  Nov.  4-5,  at 
the  United  Methodist  Mis¬ 
sion  Resource  Center  in  At¬ 
lanta.  The  bishop  will  give 
an  update  on  the  political 
situation  in  Russia  and  its 
impact  on  United  Method-  ' 

ism  in  the  former  Soviet  Ruediger  Minor 
Union.  Other  speakers  will  include  the  Rev. 
Leonid  Kishkovsky  of  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church  in  America  and  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent,  chief  executive  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  For  registration  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  the  Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver  at 
(214)  826-3797. 

SEE  CAREER  AS  GIFT:  In  his  latest 
book.  Who  will  Go  for  Us?:  An  Invitation  to 
Ordained  Ministry,  Duke  University  Divinity 
School  Dean  Dennis  M.  Campbell  says  or¬ 
dained  ministry  should  be  encouraged  as  a  ca¬ 
reer  and  "a  gift  from  God.”  Dean  Campbell  is 
an  ordained  United  Methodist  minister. 

HEALTH  DIRECTORY  ISSUED:  The 

United  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  recently  released  the  1994 
National  Directory  of  Health  Care  and  Human 
Service  Ministries.  The  1 48-page  directory  lists 
by  state  United  Methodist-related  retirement 
and  long-term  care  communities,  hospitals, 
child  care  and  family  service  organizations  and 
community  based  ministries. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Ex-'China  hands'  mark 


new  era  for  Chinese  church 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
Standing  side  by  side  as  they 
helped  lead  a  closing  communion 
service,  first  in  Chinese,  then  in 
English,  the  two  men  symbolized 
the  new  and  the  old  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church  in  China. 

The  Rev.  Huang  Chaozhang, 
30-something  and  a  graduate  of 
Nanjing  Theological  Seminary,  is 
enrolled  at  Eastern  Baptist  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Philadelphia.  He  will  re¬ 
turn  to  Fujian  Theological 
Seminary  as  dean  of  studies. 

The  Rev.  Calvin  Reber,  who 
admits  to  being  79  and  is  retired 
from  United  Methodist-related 
United  Theological  Seminary  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  was  a  United 
Brethren  Church  missionary  to 
China  in  the  1940s. 

Post-missionary 

What  seemed  clear  to  all  100- 
plus  people  at  the  Oct.  7-9  re¬ 
union  of  former  missionaries  and 
present-day  Chinese  Christian 
leaders  is  that  the  church  in  Chi¬ 
na  has  entered  a  post-missionary 
period.  And  if  any  former  Evan¬ 
gelical,  United  Brethren,  Meth¬ 
odist  or  United  Methodist 
missionary  felt  pain  over  that 
fact,  they  kept  it  to  themselves. 

What  they  and  their  mostly 
young  Chinese  guests  celebrated 
instead  was  a  history  of  selfless 
service — memories  of  the  1930s 
and  AOs  abounded.  Also  cele¬ 
brated  was  a  “now”  and  a  future 
so  bright  that  even  the  Chinese 
church’s  most  modem  printing 
presses  can’t  supply  Bibles  and 
education  materials  fast  enough. 

Honored  guest  Bishop  K.H. 
Ting,  China's  pre-eminent  Prot¬ 
estant  Christian,  (see  related  sto¬ 
ry  at  right)  brought  a  healing 
balm  when  he  quietly  insisted 
that  the  Chinese  church  is  not 
“anti-missionary.” 

Rather,  he  said,  it  has  discov¬ 
ered  “a  time  for  missionaries  to 


Chinese  bishop  gives  glimpses  of  diverse  church 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
The  man  who  came  to  the  United 
Methodist  China  missionary  re¬ 
union  as  “a  token  of  healing”  (see 
story  above)  ranged  from  church 
structure  to  abortion  as  he  de¬ 
scribed  the  Christian  church  of  to¬ 
day  and  tomorrow  in  China. 

Bishop  K.  H.  Ting  provided 
these  glimpses: 

■  Chinese  Christians  form  a 
post-denominational  church  in 
which  former  Methodist,  Angli¬ 


can,  Baptist  and  Presbyterian 
habits  linger  in  an  era  of  mutual 
respect  and  fragile  unity.  The 
church  is  being  tested,  he  said,  as 
China  opens  itself  to  the  world, 
but  he  predicted  that  “our  unity 
will  withstand  the  challenge.” 

■  There  are  at  least  8,000 
churches  and  1 0,000  meeting 
points,  most  of  them  related  to 
the  China  Christian  Council  of 
which  he  is  president. 

■  Three  Protestant  churches 
have  been  started  or  reopened  ev¬ 


ery  two  days  for  the  past  1 4  years. 
However,  sacraments  aren’t  given 
the  prominence  they  deserve  be¬ 
cause  most  churches,  lacking  cler¬ 
gy,  rely  on  lay  leadership. 

■  Chinese  Christians  have  no 
fear  of  Chinese  atheists  “because 
their  insistence  that  there  is  no 
God  brings  God  to  attention.” 

■  There  will  be  no  imposition 
of  any  regulation  from  mainland 
China  on  Christian  churches  in 
Hong  Kong  when  the  British  col¬ 
ony  reverts  to  China  in  1997. 


■  It’s  inaccurate  to  describe  an 
“underground”  church  in  China. 
Rather,  he  said,  there  are  many 
cordial  relations  between  the  struc¬ 
tured  church  he  heads  and  the 
thousands  of  “house  churches”  in 
his  vast  country. 

■  To  the  Chinese,  planned 
parenthood  is  not  abortion. 
“There  is  a  limit  to  how  much 
food  we  can  produce.  If  we  don’t 
produce  it,  who  will  feed  all 
those  Chinese  mouths?” 

—)OHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Chinese  Christians 
discovered  "a  time  for 
missionaries  to  come 
and  a  time  for 
missionaries  not  to 
remain,  not  as  a  denial 
of  their  foundation  but 
as  a  fruition  of  their 
labors." 

— Bishop  K.  H.  Ting 


come  and  a  time  for  missionaries 
not  to  remain,  not  as  a  denial  of 
their  foundation  but  as  a  fruition 
of  their  labors.” 

He  said  Chinese  Christians 
make  a  distinction  between  the 
work  the  missionaries  did  and 
what  has  come  to  be  described  as 
western  imperialism  and  colo¬ 
nialism. 

“1  apologize  to  former  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  their  families  for 
the  suffering  they  endured  40 
years  ago,”  he  said,  “and  1  hope 
that  my  being  here  can  be  seen  as 
a  token  of  healing.” 

Once  largest  field 

The  Rev.  Edwin  O.  Fisher,  74, 
who  retired  as  head  of  the 
church’s  work  in  that  area,  re¬ 
minded  the  group  that  China  was 


once  the  church’s  largest  mission 
field  in  number  of  missionaries, 
scholarships  and  grants. 

Men  and  women  in  their  90s 
remembered  fleeing  the  Japa- 
nese-Chinese  war  of  the  1930s. 
Others  slightly  younger  recalled 
escaping  the  Communist  “libera¬ 
tion"  of  1949.  Others  remem¬ 
bered  never  being  able  to  enter 
Communist  China  but  serving 
instead  in  Taiwan  or  Hong  Kong. 

Jean  Troy  of  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  enthusiastically  described 
“a  new  breed  of  clergy  in  China.” 

Endorsing  Bishop  Ting’s  de¬ 
scription  of  the  church  in  a  post- 
denominational  age,  she  said, 
“They  know  nothing  of  Method¬ 
ists  or  Baptists,  Presbyterians 
and  Episcopalians.”  A  small 
chorus  of  “amens”  indicated  that 
her  fellow  missionaries  accepted 
her  contention. 

Ms.  Troy,  who  said  she  has 
been  back  to  China  20  times, 
continued  by  describing  "a  new 
role  for  lay  people — teaching, 
preaching,  new  ministries  with 
China’s  minority  peoples.” 

The  reunion  at  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  storied  Lake  Junaluska 
Assembly  was  sponsored  by  the 
China  Program  Office  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  |OHN  A.  EOVEEACE 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C. — The  Rev.  Kenneth  McIntosh  empha¬ 
sizes  a  point  during  small-group  discussions  at  the  reunion  of 
former  United  Methodist  missionaries  to  Hong  Kong,  China 
and  Taiwan.  Mr.  McIntosh,  a  member  of  the  North  Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  will  return  to  Hong  Kong  in  January  as  pastor 
of  a  Methodist  church. 


CLASSIFIED 

HALF-TIME  ASSISTANT  TO  MUSIC  Minister. 
Skills:  bells,  children,  youth.  Resumes:  Dub  Shepherd, 
KUMC  1799  Woodland  Hills,  Kingwood,  TX  77339- 
1405.(713)  358-2137. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  CHURCH  Federation  of 

Greater  Indianapolis.  The  Church  Federation  of 
Greater  Indianapolis  is  seeking  to  fill  the  position  of 
Executive  Director.  Qualified  applicants  should  be  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  a  denomination  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  Church  Federation  of  Indianapolis  and 
show  evidence  of  a  commitment  to  the  principles  of 
Christianity.  In  addition,  shall  have  experience  in 
working  with  the  religious,  business,  governmental 
bodies  and  general  community.  Candidate  must  be  a 
graduate  of  an  accredited  collese  or  university  with  a 
bachelor’s  degree  and  should  have  earned  at  least  a 
master's  degree  or  the  equivalent  from  an  accredited 
college,  university  or  seminary.  Interested  applicants 
direct  resumes  or  letters  of  inquiry  by  November  15, 
1994  to:  Executive  Director  Search  Committee,  do 
Personnel  Chair,  Church  Federation  of  Greater  India- 
napolis,  1 100  West  42nd  St.,  Indianapolis,  IN  46208. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Conroe,  Texas.  2500 
members  Send  resume  to:  Don  Little,  P.O  Bax  928, 
Conroe,  TX  77305.  (409)  756-3395. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  (FULL-TIME).  1500-mem¬ 
ber  church  40  miles  from  Disney  World.  Bachelor’s 
degree  in  a  music  field  with  emphasis  in  choral  music 
and  vocal  training  preferred.  Minimum  of  three  years 
experience  in  church  music.  PVease  send  resume  to: 
George  A  Buie,  Sl  John's  United  Methodist  Church, 
1800  Cypress  Gardens  Boulevard,  Winter  Haven,  FL 
33884.  (813)  324-6347. 

CARETAKER  WANTED  FOR  BEAUTIFUL  his- 

torical  chapel  in  east  Texas.  A  nice  home  offered  in  ex¬ 
change  for  light  caretaker  duties.  Prefer  retired  couple 
or  single.  For  details  call  Aldctrs  at  (409)  560-2275  or 
John  at  (409)  634-7523. 

WESLEY  TOWERS  SEEKS  EXECUTIVE  Director. 
Large,  Methodist-related  retirement  community  in 
Hutchinson,  KS  seeks  candidate  who  is  values-dnven, 
resident-onented  with  solid  executive  background  and 
vision  for  the  future.  Competitive  salary  and  benefits. 
Send  resume/inquires  ASAP  to:  Wesley  Towers,  do 
Tim  Stair,  P.O.  Box  2265,  Hutchinson,  KS  67504,  or 
call  Mr.  Stair  at  (800)  235-7557. 

DIRECTOR  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  Saint  Stephen 

United  Methodist  Church,  Amarillo,  Texas.  1600- 
member  suburban  church,  376  people  in  program.  In¬ 
cludes  9  choral,  6  handbell  choirs.  Send  resume:  Music 
Search  Committee,  4600  South  Western,  Amarillo, 
TX  79109,  or  call  Sharon  Tunndl  (806)  355-7271. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM/CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  for  friendly,  informal,  rapidly  growing  church  of 
900  members.  SL  Mark’s  is  looking  for  a  special  per¬ 
son  with  imagination,  enthusiasm,  commitment  Call 
(915)  581-4444  or  write:  Rev.  Tom  Nagle,  5005  Love 
Rd.,  E  Paso,  TX  79922. 

PRESIDENT  METHODIST  MISSION  HOME,  a 

multi-service  ministry  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  is  ac¬ 
cepting  resumes  for  the  position  of  President  Within 
the  purpose  and  mission  established  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  this  position  is  responsible  for  leading  the 
Home’s  service  programs:  maternity  and  adoption  and 
vocation  rehabilitation  for  persons  who  are  deaf. 
Methodist  Mission  Home  has  a  staff  of  80.  Qualifica¬ 
tions:  Must  have  substantial  administrative  experience 
irvh  tiling  program  administration,  fiscal  management, 
staff  development,  physical  plant  management,  and 
public  information  and  devdopmenL  Must  be  able  to 
work  closely  with  United  Methodist  churches  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico.  Apply:  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Jim 
Oner,  Chair,  Search  Committee,  Trietsch  Memorial 
UMC,  6101  Morriss  Road,  Flower  Mound,  TX 
75028.  Methodist  Mission  Home  is  an  Equal  Oppor¬ 
tunity  Employer. 

WANTED  TO  FILL  NEW  POSITION—  Associate 
Director  of  Tennessee  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries.  Job  assignment  will  consist  entirely  of  developing 
and  coordinating  ministries  with  poor  and  margina¬ 
lized  persons.  Submit  resume  with  cover  letter  to: 
Charles  F.  “Slap"  Armistead,  Council  Director,  1 1 10 
19th  Avenue  South,  Nashville,  TN  37212  or  fax  same 
to  (615)  329-0884.  Deadline  for  submitting  resume 
November  4,  1994. 

EDUCATION/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  for  1400- 
member  church.  Position  opens  January  2.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and/or  questions  to:  Dr.  C  Alfred  Patten,  Baker 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  307  Cedar  Ave- 

CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY  POSITION  OPEN.  De¬ 

scription:  Committed  to  Jesus  Christ;  loves  children, 
passion  for  children's  ministry,  vision  and  purpose- 
driven,  outgoing,  enemehc,  creative,  organized,  not 
afraid  to  experiment,  flexible,  team  player  on  large 
staff  and  exciting,  growing  church.  Send  resumes  and 
inquiries  to:  Rev.  Chris  AJcers,  Fust  United  Methodist 
Church,  336  South  Halifax  Drive,  Ormond  Beach,  FL 
32176.  (904)677-3581. 

W  ANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSKXJRGANIST  far 
1200member  UMdnrrch  with  70  year  tradition  of  musi¬ 
cal  excellence.  Resumes  tec  Search  Committer,  1226 
Mam  SL  Manchester,  CT  06040  by  November  15, 1994. 

VISIT  INDIA  WITH  BOB  NAVE,  retired  India  mis¬ 
sionary.  Departures  November  4,  January  7,  March  4. 
Write/phooe  8532  Emerson  Ave.  S,  Bloomington, 
MN  55420.  (612)  884-8786. 

FIRST  UNTTED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Lub¬ 

bock,  Texas,  4,000  members,  seeking  Director  of  Pro¬ 
gram  and  Personnel  Must  have  knowledge  and 
experience  in  overall  United  Methodist  program  mm- 
istrie&,  emphasis  on  Council  on  Ministries  and  Age 
Level  programs,  coordination  and  administrative  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  same,  including  program  staff  in  the 
age  levels.  Director  of  personnel  for  staff  of  twenty  five 
persons.  Administrative  team  with  Senior  Pastor. 
Compensation  package  negotiable  with  qualifications 
and  experience.  Address:  Charles  E  Lutrick,  1411 
Broadway,  Lubbock,  TX  79401.  Phone  (806)  763- 
4607,  Fax:  (806)  763-7252,  for  details. 

UNIQUE  12-DAY  HOLY  LAND  Pilgrimage. 

“Women  and  the  Bible  in  the  Land  of  Jesus,"  May  1- 
12,  1995.  Only  $1,948  round  trip  from  New  York 
City.  Can  toll-free  1-800-7354343  for  brochure. 

TEXAS  CHURCH  SEEKS  CARILLON.  Church 

seeking  donation  of  carillon  bells  for  new  construction. 
Win  pay  shipping  cost  (903)  753-4181 . 

SEEKING  STORIES  OF  YOUR  EXPERIENCE  of 

presence  of  loved  one  after  his/her  death.  Respect, 
confidentiality  assured.  Box  830626,  Richardson,  TX 
750834)626. 

CHARLES  H.  DORSEY  POSTCARDS,  founder  of 

the  ushers  movement  in  America.  Sample  order  10/ 
$3.00,  plus  $100  postage  and  handling.  Send  to:  M. 
Hatdiefl,  P.O.  Box  15175,  Philadelphia,  PA  19130. 

CONTACT  THE  SOUTH  GEORGIA  Conference 

Council  on  Ministries,  P.O.  Bax  20408,  St  Simons  Is- 
land,  GA  31522,  phone  1912)  6384626,  (912)  638- 

5258  for  an  application  and  instructions  about  its 
return  by  October  31, 1994. 

STOLES  OF  SANTIAGO  ATTIlAN,  Guatemala, 

parish  of  the  martyred  Father  Stan  Rather.  An  liturgt- 
cal  colors  plus  the  world  renowned  multi-color. 
$35.00,  send  no  money,  shipped  on  approvaL  Double 
Mission  Outreach,  United  Methodist  Church,  Route, 

1  Murpbysboro,  IL  62966,  or  phone  (618)  684-3890, 
evenings  too,  or  (6 1 8)  687-32 1 7. 900  to  3:00. 

YOUTH  AND  LEISURE  TIME  MINISTRY  Direc¬ 

tor.  fulltime  staff  position  in  a  growing  1 100-member 
congregation  with  all  new  facilities,  including  a  Family 
Life  Center  with  gym  and  a  softball/ recreation  field. 
Position  available  immediately.  Salary  commensurate 
with  education  and  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Staff 
Parish  Committee,  Middletown  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  43033,  Louisville,  KY  402434)033. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?"  Method¬ 
ist  Mission  Homc/San  Antonio  now  accepting  applica¬ 
tions.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  caU  (210) 
696-7021  for  information 

EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for  fuD-tnne 

position  with  children's  and  adult  ministry  in  1600- 
member  church.  Send  resume  ter.  Dr  John  Ogden, 
P.O.  Box  2125,  Wichita  Falls,  TX  76307. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  take  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625  four  weeks 
Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Qaytoo  Cal¬ 
houn,  Drawer  1138,  WaynesviDe,  NC  28786.  (704) 
627-6067, 627-9507. 

DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS,  Texas  An¬ 

nual  Conference,  United  Methodist  Church.  Executive 
level  position,  master's  degree  in  communications  re- 
latcd  field  and  experience,  management,  creativity, 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  UMC.  Must  be  able  to 
relocate  to  Houston  Deadline:  November  1 1,  Dr.  La¬ 
mar  Smith,  Provost,  521 5  Main,  Houston,  TX  77002. 

DOING  DOCTORAL  THESIS  ON  contemporary 
worship  in  UMCs.  Traveling  January-March  1995,  es¬ 
pecially  in  North  Central  Jurisdiction  If  you  have  a 
contemporary  service,  please  write.  Send  bulletin(s) 
and/or  brochure.  Win  share  learnings  when  project  is 
completed.  Rev.  Greg  Iverson,  First  UMC,  230  E 
Skyline  Parkway,  Duluth,  MN  5581 1.  (218)  727-5021. 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR,  TENNESSEE  Conference 

United  Methodist  Foundation.  Available  January 
1995.  Submit  inquiries  and  resume  by  October  31  t or. 
Search  Committee,  Tennessee  Conference  Founda¬ 
tion,  520  Commerce  Street,  Suite  203,  Nashville,  TN 
37203-3714. 

DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  BEDROOM,  2  BATH 

condo  for  lease,  weeldy,  winter,  spring,  summer,  or 
faff  CaD  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8.  No  smokers! 

Education  agency  seeks  funding  for  Africa  U. 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — The  higher-edu¬ 
cation  arm  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  said  it  will  petition  for  con¬ 
tinued  churchwide  support  for  Afri¬ 
ca  University,  the  Black  College 
Fund,  and  scholarships  for  Hispanic, 
Native  American  and  Asian  Ameri¬ 
can  students  at  the  denomination’s 
top  legislative  session  in  1996. 

During  their  annual  business  meet¬ 
ing  Oct.  5-8,  voting  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  ex¬ 
amined  trends  in  the  church  and 
some  early  proposals  about  church  fi¬ 
nances  that  will  affect  the  work  of  the 
agency  after  1996. 

Board  members  said  they  will  ask 
the  church’s  1996  General  Confer¬ 


ence  to  budget  $20  million  to  be 
raised  during  1997-2000  for  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  first  university  in  sub- 
Sahara  Africa.  General  Conference 
previously  ap¬ 
proved  $20-mil- 
lion  packages  for 
Africa  Universi¬ 
ty  in  1989-92 
and  1993-96. 

Africa  Univer¬ 
sity,  located  in 
Zimbabwe  with  two  colleges  (theol¬ 
ogy  and  agriculture)  and  a  business 
school  slated  to  open  soon,  was  es¬ 
tablished  in  1992. 

Higher  education  directors  also 
agreed  to  ask  General  Conference 
to  budget  $46.7  million  from  1997- 
2000  local-church  apportionments 
for  the  Black  College  Fund,  which 


supports  the  work  of  1 1  historically 
black  United  Methodist  colleges. 
The  amount  requested  would  repre¬ 
sent  a  12  percent  increase. 

Board  members  said  they  will  ask 
for  an  8  percent  increase  in  giving  for 
HANA  (Hispanic,  Asian,  and  Na¬ 
tive  American)  scholarships,  for  a 
total  of  $2.4  million  during  1997- 
2000. 

$160,000  granted 

The  board  also  agreed  to  give 
$  1 60,000  over  the  next  two  years  to 
support  the  work  of  the  National 
United  Methodist  Native  American 
Center  located  in  Claremont,  Calif. 

The  Native  American  center,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Homer 
Noley,  helps  recruit  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  for  ministry  and  other  church- 


related  professions. 

Proposal  rejected 

Board  members  rejected  a  pro¬ 
posal  from  a  joint  committee  of  the 
church’s  general  councils  on  Minis¬ 
tries  and  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  that  would  reduce  the  number 
of  annual  “special  days”  (church¬ 
wide  observances  with  offerings  col¬ 
lected  by  local  churches)  from  six  to 
five. 

The  proposal  would  merge  the 
annual  Student  Day  Observance, 
which  supports  denominational 
scholarships  and  loans  for  college 
students,  with  the  World  Commu¬ 
nion  Day  observance.  BHEM  mem¬ 
bers  say  they  will  lobby  to  maintain 
a  stand-alone  Student  Day  obser¬ 
vance  and  offering. 


AFRICA 

UNIVERSITY 


UMCom  chief  to  study 
'Sophia'  controversy 


From  news  reports 

NASHVILLE — In  her  recent 
newsletter,  the  Rev.  Judith  L.  Weid- 
man,  general  secretary  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist 
General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Commu¬ 
nication,  has  set  in 
motion  a  study  of 
the  entire  Re- 
Imagining  Confer¬ 
ence  controversy 
from  a  communi¬ 
cation  standpoint. 

In  a  matter-of-fact  way,  Ms.  Weid- 
man  wrote  to  her  constituents,  “I 
want  someone  to  talk  to  the  persons 
who  organized  the  conference,  listen 
to  the  tapes,  review  press  coverage 
and  subsequent  analysis  by  Good 
News  magazine  and  conservative 
groups  in  other  denominations.” 

Ms.  Weidman  asked  for  a  re¬ 
searcher’s  look  at  the  statements 
made  and  the  videotape  produced 
by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
in  response  to  criticism.  The  com¬ 
mission  will  be  in  contact  with  bish¬ 
ops  who  are  studying  this  issue  for 
the  Council  of  Bishops. 


From  a  review  of  the  findings  Ms. 
Weidman  proposes  an  analysis  and 
recommendations.  She  hopes  to  of¬ 
fer  the  church  more  effective  ways 
of  communication  on  this  type  of 
issue  in  the  future. 

Ms.  Weidman  says  she  sees  this 
type  of  analysis  within  the  church’s 
mandate  to  the  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Communication. 

Church  agency  eyes 
'women's  congress' 

WASHINGTON— The  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  the  Sta¬ 
tus  and  Role  of  Women  has  agreed 
to  consider  sponsoring  a  “Congress 
on  Women  in  the  21st  Century” 
sometime  before  the  year  2000. 

The  commission  has  authorized  a 
committee  to  explore  the  feasibility  of 
a  large  gathering  to  focus  on  “Making 
Our  Church  Whole:  The  Full  and 
Equal  Participation  of  All  Women.” 

The  theme  grew  out  of  a  recent 
meeting  that  focused  on  “vision¬ 
ing”  sessions  aimed  at  clarifying  the 
agency’s  mission. 


Judith  Weidman 


Jim  Hartz  hosts  TV  series 
on  the  week’s  major 
news  events. 


Fridays,  8:30  to  9  p.m.  (ET) 
Repeated  Saturdays  at  12:30  a.m. 
and  Sundays  at  6  p.m.  (ET) 

Faith  &  Values 

CHANNEL 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  a  founding 
member  of  VISN,  which  programs  1 6  hours  a  day 
on  the  Faith  &  Values  Channel. 


For  more  information  about  the  Faith  &  Values  Channel,  and  a  free  copy  of  the 
F&V  program  guide,  contact  Beverly  Judge,  74  Trinity  Place,  Suite  1810, 
New  York,  NY  10006-2003.  Phone  (212)  602-9622. 
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Conference  Center 
Sunday  Special 
observance  slated 


United  Methodist  churches  throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference 
will  observe  Conference  Center  Sunday  Nov.  6. 

The  purpose  of  the  day  is  to  call  attention  to  the  progress  being 
made  on  construction  work  at  the  Center  site. 

A  bulletin  insert  will  inform  persons  in  the  congregations  who  attend 
worship  services  about  the  work  being  done  on  the  construction  of  the 
30-acre  lake  and  dam.  Additional  information  will  be  provided  as  the 
project  develops. 


Remember 
your  baptism  — 
and  be  thankful! 


Bishop  William  Oden 


During  a  recent  Shepherd’s  Visit,  the  subject  of  baptism  came  up  in 
a  discussion  with  district  clergy  and  spouses.  It  caused  me  to  pull  Sac¬ 
raments  As  God’s  Self  Giving  from  my  shelf  and  read  it  again.  In  it, 
theologian  James  F.  White  discusses  the  meaning  of  our  baptism. 

He  says  baptism  is  God’s  free  gift,  not  contingent  upon  our  worthi¬ 
ness.  God’s  love  for  us  is  made  visible  in  baptism  and  with  that  sacra¬ 
ment  our  Christian  life  begins.  It  marks  the  beginning  of  faith  and 
discipline.  If  we  are  baptized  as  infants,  that  baptism  is  sealed  when  we 
decide  to  fulfill  that  baptism  and  follow  Jesus  through  membership  in 
His  Body,  the  Church. 

White  suggests  there  are  five  principal  images  associated  with  bap¬ 
tism  in  the  New  Testament:  union  with  Christ  and  his  work;  incorpora¬ 
tion  into  Christ’s  body  on  earth  —  the  Church;  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit;  the  forgiveness  of  sin  and  new  birth.  He  reminds  us  that  our 
baptism  unites  us  “not  only  to  Jesus  Christ  himself  but  to  all  he  does. 
Christ’s  work  is  made  ours  . . .  Baptism  is  the  foundation  of  the  minis¬ 
try  or  priesthood  of  all  Christians.” 

Through  baptism,  God  makes  us  Christians;  because  of  our  baptism 
we  try  each  day  to  become  disciples. 

White  describes  Christianity  as  more  than  a  theology;  it  is  a  way  of 
life,  a  network  of  relationships  of  love.  As  baptized  Christians,  we  are 
“ambassadors  for  Christ”  (II  Corinthians  5:20).  He  concludes,  “We 
never  outlive  or  outgrow  the  day  when  we  need  to  recall  with  thanksgiv¬ 
ing  God’s  self-giving  to  iis  in  baptism  and  to  see  it  continuing  daily  in 
our  lives  . . .  Our  baptism  is  permanent  but  renewal  of  it  is  a  lifelong 
process.” 


Around  the  Conference 


White’s  Chapel  near  Gold  Dust, 
La.,  will  celebrate  its  100th  year 
with  a  special  worship  service  on 
Sunday,  Oct.  30,  Pauline  C.  Fox- 
worth,  reports.  The  church  was  built 
in  1894. 

Rev.  Richard  O.  Teeter  is  pastor. 

... 

A  national  directory  of  all  UM- 
related  child-care  and  family  ser¬ 
vice  agencies,  including  those  in 
Louisiana,  has  been  published  by 
the  UM  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries.  The  148-page 
book  lists  by  state  the  retirement 
and  long-term  care  communities, 
hospitals,  child  care  and  family  ser¬ 
vice  organizations  and  community- 
based  ministries.  Listed  are 
addresses,  phone  and  FAX  num¬ 
bers,  names  of  chief  executive  offi¬ 
cers  and  a  capsule  description  of 
services  offered. 

The  1994  National  Directory  of 
Health  Care  and  Human  Service 
Ministries  also  lists  1 1  organiza¬ 
tions  that  process  adoptions  and  all 
annual  conference  health  and  wel¬ 
fare  chairs  for  the  church. 

Directories  are  available  for  $27, 
plus  $3  shipping,  and  can  be  or¬ 
dered  from  the  association’s  Re¬ 
source  Center,  601  W.  Riverview 
Ave.,  Dayton,  Ohio  45406. 

*  *  * 

Centenary  College  of  Louisiana  is 
hosting  Lagniappe  Days  between 
October  and  March  to  allow  high 
school  students  and  their  families  to 
visit  the  campus,  learn  about  pro¬ 
grams,  meet  faculty  and  experience 
college  life.  The  next  visitation  days 
will  be  Friday,  Nov.  11;  Saturday, 


Dec.  3,  and  Monday,  Jan.  16.  An¬ 
other  is  set  for  Saturday,  March  11, 
1995.  Students  may  stay  overnight 
on  the  Thursday  night  prior  to  the 
Friday  events  and  on  Sunday  night 
prior  to  the  Monday  events. 

The  cost  of  Lagniappe  Days  is 
$10  per  student.  For  further  infor¬ 
mation  or  student  reservations  con¬ 
tact  the  toll-free  number  of 
Centenary  Office  of  Admissions,  1- 
800-234-4448. 

*  *  * 

Lake  Charles  Mayor  Willie 
Mount,  an  active  member  of  First 
UMC,  Lake  Charles  was  Laity  Sun¬ 
day  speaker  at  University  UMC, 
Lake  Charles,  Rev.  Steven  W.  Cara¬ 
way,  minister,  reports.  Mount  is  in 
the  second  year  of  her  first  term  as 
mayor.  Laity  Sunday  at  the  church 
stressed  “the  servant  calling  of  all 
Christians.” 

During  an  ecumenical  prayer  lun¬ 
cheon  on  the  day  of  her  inaugura¬ 
tion,  Mayor  Mount  stated  that  she 
views  her  role  as  an  elected  official 
as  one  of  servanthood. 

Last  week  University  UMC  was 
host  for  a  nationwide  tele-confer¬ 
ence  on  “Violence  in  the  Media.” 
Lake  Charles  joined  120  cities  in 
participating. 

*  *  * 

Angelle  Hankenhof,  New  Orleans 
District  youth  coordinator,  reports 
that  the  annual  service  project  of 
the  district  youth  will  be  a  visit  to 
Lafon  Home  in  New  Orleans  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  Nov.  5,  at  1  p.m.  The  youth 
will  play  bingo  and  sing  with  the 
residents  of  the  nursing  home. 


November  Conference  Calendar 

2  Alexandria  District  “My  Job”  Training,  First  UMC,  Pineville, 

6:30-9  p.m. 

6  Conference  Center  Sunday 

7  Acadiana  District  Clergy  Professional  Day,  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette, 

10  a.m.-4  p.m. 

1 1-13  Junior  High  Retreat,  7th-8th  grade,  Tall  Timbers 

12  New  Orleans  District  “My  Job”  Training,  Munholland  UMC, 

Metairie,  8  a.m.  to  noon 

13  Lake  Charles  District  “My  Job”  Training,  St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC, 

Lake  Charles,  3-5  p.m. 

13  Acadiana  District  “My  Job”  Training,  First  UMC,  Franklin, 

3:30  p.m. 

15-16  Cabinet  Meeting 

17  Conference  Center  Board  of  Trustees,  Headquarters  Building, 

Baton  Rouge,  3  p.m. 

19  Baton  Rouge  District  “My  Job’Training,  Broadmoor  UMC, 

Baton  Rouge,  9-noon 

19  Environmental  Seminar,  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  8:30  a.m.-2  p.m. 
24  Thanksgiving  Day 

27  United  Methodist  Student  Day 

29  North  Shore  “My  Job”  Training,  First  UMC,  Hammond,  7-9  p.m. 
29  Shreveport  District  “My  Job”  Training,  First  UMC,  Bossier  City, 
7-8:30  p.m. 


Christian  dialogue  in  Conference  increases 
as  church  seeks  fresh  direction  for  future 


In  order  to  improve  the  quality  of 
the  church’s  ministry,  Louisiana 
Conference  has  embarked  upon  a 
quest  to  define  what  works  and 
what  does  not  in  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  and  in  the  local  church. 
Clergy  and  laity  are  being  called 
upon  to  engage  in  Christian  dia¬ 
logue  and  to  determine  whether  the 
system  needs  to  be  redesigned  to 
produce  different  results. 

About  100  persons,  clergy  and  la¬ 
ity  from  across  the  Conference,  at¬ 
tended  a  seminar  on  a  new  way  of 
thinking  called  Quest  for  Quality. 
Ezra  Earl  Jones,  general  secretary  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
of  the  UM  Church,  presented  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  new  paradigm, 
Quest  for  Quality,  during  the  ses¬ 
sions  Oct.  13-14  in  First  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge. 

Bishop  Oden  and  the  Cabinet  had 
earlier  attended  a  Quest  Seminar 
with  the  Mississippi  Conference 
Cabinet. 

Quest  for  Quality  is  an  approach 
to  systemic  thinking  which  sees  the 
church  as  a  living  organism  and  not 
as  a  static  organization. 

At  the  Quest  Seminar  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Aileen  Williams,  lay  leader 
of  the  Minnesota  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  described  the  way  the  Quest 
for  Quality  movement  is  helping 
that  conference  change  the  system 
in  order  to  improve  ministry.  Both 
Jones  and  Williams  stressed  the  im¬ 
portance  of  listening  to  the  people. 

Christian  Conferencing 

Members  of  Louisiana  churches 
who  attended  the  seminar  in  Baton 
Rouge  engaged  in  initial  sessions  of 
Christian  Conferencing,  a  sharing 
of  ideas  about  what  works  and  what 
does  not  work  in  our  local  churches, 
districts  and  Annual  Conference. 

Laity  and  clergy  all  across  the 
Conference  are  now  being  asked  to 
pray  for  the  future  of  our  church 
and  to  engage  in  Christian  Confer¬ 
encing.  They  are  urged  to  define  the 
way  things  are  now  (the  current  re¬ 
ality)  and  to  examine  more  effective 
ways  to  improve  or  to  redesign  the 
system  to  get  the  desired  results. 

They  will  be  asked  to  share  their 
ideas  about  what  the  church  should 
be  doing  and  how  it  can  best  serve 
their  needs. 

This  will  take  place  informally 
across  the  Conference  in  various 
sessions  that  include  clergy  and  la¬ 
ity. 

Questions  asked 

The  laity  and  clergy  will  be  asked 
such  questions  as”  What  is  working 
and  what  is  not  working  in  your  dis¬ 
tricts,  local  churches  and  in  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference?”  Also:  “Where  do 
we  go  from  here?”  and  “How  do  we 
improve  the  system  that  got  us  to 
the  points  where  we  are  now  in  the 
districts,  Annual  Conference  and 
local  churches?” 

Mission  and  vision 

Quest  for  Quality  pays  attention 
to  the  aim  (the  mission  and  the  vi¬ 
sion)  that  anchors  the  church,  the 
system  that  produces  the  aim,  the 
flow  of  the  primary  task  of  the  sys¬ 
tem  and  the  leaders  who  empower 
all  of  the  people  to  put  it  all  togeth¬ 
er.  The  primary  task  is  the  essential 
process  necessary  for  the  church  to 
live  out  its  mission  and  to  attain  its 
vision. 

Over  the  next  couple  of  years, 
through  God’s  grace,  we  will  seek  as 
an  Annual  Conference  to  name  our 
vision  and  primary  task. 


Books  on  movement 

The  following  books  will  help 
persons  learn  more  about  the 
Quest  for  Quality  movement  as 
it  relates  to  church:  Quest  for 
Quality  in  the  Church:  A  New 
Paradigm  by  Ezra  Earl  Jones 
(Disciples  Resources,  1993)  and 
The  Once  and  Future  Church: 
Reinventing  the  Congregation 
for  a  New  Missions  Frontier  by 
Loren  B  Mead.  Both  books,  and 
others  on  the  subject,  are  avail¬ 
able  from  Cokesbury. 


Participants  in  the  Quest  Seminar  listen  intently  to  the  new  con¬ 
cepts  presented. 


Dr.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  ABOVE, 
general  secretary  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  makes  a 
point  about  systems  thinking  at 
the  Quest  Seminar  in  Baton 
Rouge. 


Laity  and  clergy  exchanged  ideas  at  breaks  during  the  recent  Quest 
for  Quality  seminar.  Laypersons,  Dr.  Keith  Kreutziger  of  Metairie 
and  |oe  Dionisi  of  Thibodaux  talk  with  clergy,  Rev.  Fred  Wideman, 
pastor,  Henning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur,  and  Rev.  Terry  Willis, 
pastor  Homer-Wesley  Chapel  UM  Charge. 


Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin, 
ABOVE,  who  gave  the  devotion¬ 
al  at  the  close  of  the  seminar 
said  the  unchurched  "include 
our  children,  our  spouses  and 
our  grandchildren." 


The  dialogue  continued  even  over  coffee  breaks.  Three  ministers 
comparing  notes  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Rev.  Charles  Humphreys,  pastor. 
First  UMC,  Hammond;  Rev.  Mark  Martin,  pastor,  St.  Charles  UMC, 
Destrehan  and  Rev.  Alan  Einsel,  First  UMC,  Houma. 


Rev.  James  Mitchell,  LEFT,  First 
UMC,  Zachary  and  Rev.  J.  Ryan 
Horton,  First  UMC,  Leesville- 
Holly  Grove,  are  among  those 

Rev.  Frank  Akin,  pastor,  Asbury  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Rev.  Leslie  from  around  the  Conference 
Akin,  director  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  CENTER,  value  of  participat- 

entertained  participants  with  a  buffet  dinner  in  their  home  on  the  'n8  'n  the  Quest  Seminar, 
first  evening  of  the  Quest  Seminar.  Cheryl  Gillespie,  LEFT  lay  mem¬ 
ber  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  gave  a  devotional  focusing  on  Bethany  celebration 

people  in  the  Bible  who  made  paradigm  shifts.  D  4.  ,  Tw~  XT  ^  , 

r  o  Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans,  will 

celebrate  its  37th  anniversary  with 
an  Extravaganza  Friday  evening, 
Oct.  28.  Bethany  members  and 
Southern  University  will  present 
music,  art,  drama  and  dance.  Mem¬ 
orabilia  from  Bethany’s  early  years 
will  be  displayed.  Rev.  Ken  Fisher 
is  pastor  and  Jeanne  B.  Green,  an¬ 
niversary  chair. 

Sunday  worship  service  speakers 
will  .be  Rev.  Felix  James  and  Rev. 
Arthur  Piper,  New  Orleans  area 
Baptist  ministers  and  Southern 
graduates.  Bethany  provided  space 
for  Southern’s  organizational  meet¬ 
ings. 


Child  Watch  Workshop  slated 


Jorge  Lopez,  director  of  the  Child 
Watch  Program  for  the  Children’s 
Defense  Fund,  will  conduct  a  Child 
Watch  Workshop  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders,  child  advocates  and 
other  persons  interested  in  commu¬ 
nity  outreach  on  behalf  of  children. 

The  workshop,  sponsored  by  the 
Serving  Ministries  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
will  be  held  Saturday,  Nov.  12, 
from  10  a.m.  to  noon  in  University 
UMC.  Baton  Rouge. 

‘‘Child  Watch”  and  “Child 
View”  are  programs  designed  to  ex¬ 
pose  and  educate  community  and 
church  leaders  to  the  problems  and 
possibilities  facing  children  and 


their  families.  Rev.  Betsy  Irvine,  in¬ 
terim  director,  Conference  Serving 
Ministries,  said. 

“Local  churches  can  initiate  and 
provide  valuable  leadership  for  this 
program,”  she  added. 

At  the  workshop  one  can  learn 
how  to:  develop  a  local  coalition; 
design  a  Child  Watch  program  for 
your  church  and  community  and  be 
an  advocate  for  children  and  fam¬ 
ilies. 

To  register  send  $10.  Make 
checks  payable  to  Serving  Minis¬ 
tries  and  mail  to:  Betsy  Irvine,  Serv¬ 
ing  Ministries,  4264  Capital 
Heights,  Baton  Rouge  LA  70806. 


See  inside  for  page  about  new 
Methodist  Wellness  Walk. 
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Pop  culture  images  go  poof 


A  recent  survey  of  adult  sexual 
practices  in  the  U.S.  turned  up  at 
least  one  piece  of  unexpected  good 
news:  The  vast  majority  of  married 
couples  limit  sex  to  marriage. 

The  survey,  conducted  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Opinion  Research  Center  at 
the  University  of  Chicago,  found 
that  85  percent  of  women  and  75 
percent  of  men  said  they  were  faith¬ 
ful  to  their  spouses. 

No,  it’s  not  100  percent,  and  the 
percentages  would  rate  a  “B”  or 
“C”  on  any  school  report  card. 
Nonetheless,  this  finding  dispels  a 
myth  that  fidelity  in  marriage  is  a 
vanishing  species.  Such  a  myth  has 
been  fueled  by  pop  culture  images 
that  suggest  widespread  sexual  pro¬ 
miscuity  among  both  married  and 
unmarried  people. 

Over  the  years,  best-selling  novels 
(such  as  Couples ),  widely  viewed 
television  programs  (such  as  Dallas ) 
and  media  superstars  (such  as  Ma¬ 
donna)  have  fed  perceptions  that 
“everybody’s  doing  it”  and  that  sex¬ 
ual  fidelity  as  a  moral  norm  is  old- 
fashioned. 


Editorial 


It’s  refreshing  to  learn  otherwise, 
particularly  for  Christians  for 
whom  the  Seventh  Commandment 
forbidding  adultery  was  never 
dropped  from  the  list  of  Ten. 
Among  positive  implications  for  the 
church  resulting  from  the  survey’s 
findings  are  the  following: 

1.  A  proactive  approach  to  sexual 
morality,  far  from  falling  on  deaf  or 
skeptical  ears,  is  likely  to  be  gener¬ 
ally  welcomed  and  embraced.  Cul¬ 
tural  images  that  glorify  sexual 
infidelity  and  an  “anything  goes” 
mindset  may  be  more  “out”  and  en¬ 
couragements  to  responsible  sexual 
conduct  may  be  more  “in”  than 
commonly  supposed. 

2.  Married  people  deserve  to  hear 
about  it  when  they  are  doing  some¬ 
thing  right!  Instead  of  merely  echo¬ 
ing  moans  about  a  “decline  in 
family  values,”  congregations 
should  celebrate  the  large  numbers 
of  families  that,  in  fact,  appear  to 


respect  the  marital  covenant. 

3.  If  there  is  a  “family  values” 
crisis,  it  is  more  likely  to  be  in  how 
the  media  depict  families  and  mar¬ 
riages  than  in  how  families  function 
in  real  life.  In  this  respect,  the  sur¬ 
vey  reveals  a  huge  truth  gap  be¬ 
tween  the  media  and  reality.  The 
survey  gives  a  factual  basis  for  chal¬ 
lenging  that  gap. 

Marital  fidelity  includes  more 
than  sexual  monogamy.  One  can  be 
sexually  faithful  and  yet  betray  a 
spouse’s  trust.  In  short,  widespread 
sexual  fidelity  in  marriage  is  not 
necessarily  a  sure  sign  of  marital 
health  nor  cause  for  churches  to  re¬ 
lax  efforts  that  nurture  good  mar¬ 
riages.  Families  need  all  the  support 
churches  can  give.  Good  marriages 
nurture  good  families. 

Sexuality  is  one  of  life’s  most  pre¬ 
cious  albeit  vexing  gifts  from  God. 
Amid  so  many  temptations  to  its 
abuse,  we  should  celebrate  anytime 
we  hear  something  positive  about 
how  large  numbers  of  us  are  han¬ 
dling  our  sexuality  while  remaining 
faithful  to  the  marriage  covenant. 


A  recent 
national  survey 
indicates  that 
the  seventh 
commandment 
has  more 
adherents  than 
popular  culture 
leads  us  to 
believe  (see 
accompanying 
editorial). 
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Will  United  Methodists  take  the  lead  in  peace  prayers ? 


On  my  six-week  tour  of  the  U.S.  1 
have  been  fortunate  to  visit  with 
several  leading  United  Methodist 
Ministers.  I  have  discussed  with 
them  my  dream  of  calling  the  world 
to  prayer  for  peace,  justice  and  rec¬ 
onciliation  in  the  season  surround¬ 
ing  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the 
United  Nations  Oct.  24,  1995. 

I  have  also  met  with  leaders  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ,  Presbyteri¬ 
an,  Baptist  and  Episcopalian 
churches.  It  was  also  my  privilege  to 
meet  with  the  Commission  for  Jus¬ 
tice  and  Peace  at  the  Vatican  in  July. 

As  an  ordained  Minister  of  the 
Uniting  Church  in  Australia  (ex- 
Methodist),  I  must  confess  unashama- 
bly  that  1  am  hoping  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  U.S.  will  take 
the  lead  in  America  on  this  matter. 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


I  dare  to  challenge  millions  in  the 
U.S.  to  turn  out  in  a  solid  and  visi¬ 
ble  witness  to  The  Prince  of  Peace! 
Not  all  the  world  sees  the  U.S.  as  a 
nation  committed  to  peace.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  what  most  Americans  in¬ 
tend  and  what  is  perceived  in  the 
world  are  two  different  things. 

May  Grace  and  Peace  be  yours. 
Bob  Floyd 

Uniting  Church  in  Australia 

Two  commended 

I  want  to  commend  you  for  two 
recent  articles:  (1)  “Mayor/pastor 


predicts  ‘tumble’  if  cities’  problems 
go  unsolved”  by  Joyce  B.  Kerber 
and  (2)  “Wanted:  Leaders  to  be  the 
church,”  your  Sept.  30  editorial. 

I  do  believe  that  the  answer  to  all 
four  of  your  questions,  “Where  is 
the  church  . . .  ?”,  is  nowhere  in 
sight  and  I  believe  that,  short  of  a 
miracle,  will  never  be  found.  It  will 
never  be  found  by  us  because  we 
simply  are  not  looking.  If  John 
Wesley  were  here  today  he  would 
scorn  us  and  move  on  out  into  the 
inner  cities  once  more.  We  have  be¬ 
come  the  establishment.  We  have 
scorned  Wesley’s  and  Christ’s  ad¬ 
monitions  in  regard  to  riches  and 
we  are  paying  the  price. 

Bob  Guinee 

San  Antonio,  Texas 


Pontius'  Puddle 


VEG-ETABLE 


' A  little  hand  reaches  up  and . .  / 


By  PHILLIP  PLUNK,  D.D.S. 

MESQUITAL,  Guatemala.  A 
squatters’  slum  of  Guatemala  City, 
the  national  capital. 

I’m  TIRED— and  HOT!  I’ve  had 
enough  for  one  day.  Don’t  bother 
me!!  All  I  want  to  do  is  get  back  on 
the  bus  and  get  back  to  the  hotel! 

I’ve  seen  120-130  patients  over 
the  last  12  hours,  I’ve  extracted 
probably  200  acutely  and  chronical¬ 
ly  abscessed  teeth.  I  have  relieved  a 
lot  of  suffering  today.  But  now,  I’m 
just  tired. 

When  I  arrived  this  morning 
there  were  probably  250  people 
waiting  in  line  at  our  “dental  clin¬ 
ic.”  Many  would  stand  there  in  the 
hot  sun  all  day  waiting.  The  hardest 
part  comes  at  the  end  of  the  day, 
when  there  are  still  250  people  wait¬ 
ing  and  I  have  to  tell  them  I  can  see 
no  more,  I  must  go. 

I  plod  back  to  the  bus,  through 
the  crowd,  part  of  me  elated  for  the 
“cures”  I  have  given,  part  of  me  sad 
for  those  I  couldn’t  get  to,  but  most 
of  me  is  just  hot  and  tired. 

Suddenly,  as  I  walk  along  drag- 


My  Witness 

Phillip  Plunk  will  be  leading  a 
medical  and  construction  team  to 
Guatemala  in  November.  For  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  him  at  (915)  762- 
3902. 

ging  my  feet,  my  head  down — sud¬ 
denly  I  feel  it! 

A  little  hand  reaches  up  and  takes 
mine.  I  look  down  and  see  the  pret¬ 
tiest  little  round,  brown  face  with 
big  clear  brown  eyes  looking  up  at 
me.  A  little  Guatemalan  girl  with  a 
grin  from  ear  to  ear,  and  in  those 
eyes  I  truly  see  the  spirit  of  the  risen 
Christ,  and  I  smile  back. 

My  tiredness  is  suddenly  gone; 
my  heart  begins  to  rise;  my  throat 
begins  to  choke.  For  you  see,  in 
spite  of  all  this  little  girl  has  been 
told  about  the  horrid  “gringo  Amer¬ 
icans,"  this  little  girl  has  walked  up 
to  me,  a  total  stranger,  and  by  a 
simple  touch  has  cured  ME!! 

Simply  because  I  answered  God’s 
call  and  gave  of  myself,  I  am  the 


one  who  has  received.  Just  because 
I  went  to  Guatemala  and  offered 
the  love  of  Christ,  asking  nothing  in 
return — this  little  girl  has  a  differ¬ 
ent  understanding  of  “gringo  Amer¬ 
ican.” 

We  walked  on  to  the  bus.  1  got  on 
and  took  my  seat.  We  smiled  and 
waved  at  each  other  as  the  bus 
drove  off. 

I  will  never  see  her  again.  I  don’t 
remember  her  name,  and  I’m  sure 
she  doesn’t  remember  mine;  but  we 
have  both  been  changed  by  the  love 
of  God. 

You  see,  this  is  how  we  will 
change  the  world.  By  reaching  out, 
each  of  us,  one  at  a  time,  and  being 
the  hands  and  feet  of  God.  As  we 
reach  out,  their  world  will  be 
changed  forever.  Our  own  world 
will  be  changed.  We  will  be  changed 
in  our  hearts,  and  the  love  of  God 
will  truly  be  spread  throughout  the 
world. 

Answer  the  call. 

Join  a  VIM  Team. 

If  not  you,  then  who? 

If  not  now,  then  when? 
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'Weirdos' 

Male  guests  on  one  TV  show  re¬ 
cently  went  so  far  as  to  say  that 
women  who  use  prevention  should 
be  executed. 

That’s  what  it’s  all  about,  you 
know:  birth  control.  True,  the 
guests  on  that  TV  talk  show — 
among  them,  men  of  the  cloth — 
started  out  by  applauding  the  man 
who  murdered  doctors  who  had 
performed  abortions  (without 
knowing  whether  it  was  a  tubal 
pregnancy,  or  the  result  of  incest, 
involving  a  9-year-old  girl,  or  some 
other  medical  reason). 

However,  they'  became  so  loud, 
violent  and  out  of  control  as  the 
program  progressed  that  they  actu¬ 
ally  advocated  the  execution  of 
women  who  use  ANY  method  of 
family  planning!  It  was  chilling  and 
incredible,  particularly  for  well-edu¬ 
cated,  influential  men  to  incite 
“weirdos”  to  commit  cold-blooded 
murder. 

D.  A.  Koutnik 
Dallas,  Texas 


Stewardship 

The  article  in  the  Sept.  9  issue 
concerning  Cody  Nuss  and  the 
ARCO  building  in  Independence, 
Kan.,  was  very  interesting.  It  also 
has  made  it  very  difficult  to  facil¬ 
itate  the  paying  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  appoint¬ 
ment. 

To  many  local  church  members 
who  live  on  fixed  incomes,  it  ap¬ 
pears  as  if  the  board  is  a  bureaucra¬ 
cy  that  has  unlimited  funds  and 
doesn’t  need  to  be  frugal. 

I  understand  that  the  Kansas  lo¬ 
cation  does  not  meet  all  of  the  site 
requirements  of  the  selection  com¬ 
mittee,  but  which  local  parish  has 
everything  just  right?  Yet  the  work 
of  God  goes  on. 

If  there  is  truly  no  possibility  for 
Cody’s  faith  to  be  fulfilled,  the  arti¬ 
cle  has  at  least  aroused  the  general 
membership’s  concern  for  the  good 
stewardship  of  the  money  they  send 
off  in  faith. 

Bruce  Hensley 
Riceville,  Tennessee 


What  others 
are  saying 

“If  every  young  person  has  one 
stable  adult  to  give  them  uncondi¬ 
tional  love,  we  could  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  those  lives.” 

— United  Methodist  deaconess 
Gayle  Lesure  of  Pochontas  Coopera¬ 
tive  Parish,  Marlinton,  W.Va. 


“Waiting  until  problems  escalate 
into  a  crisis,  as  in  Haiti  and  Cuba, 
is  not  the  best  way  to  do  mission. 
Nor  is  it  best  to  allow  the  media 
alone  to  tell  us  where  to  do  mission. 
The  media  will  go  on  to  the  next  cri¬ 
sis.  We  must  address  the  basic  and 
underlying  issues,  the  wider  context 
of  the  Caribbean — a  region  that  is 
complex,  complicated  and  difficult 
to  understand.” 

— The  Rev.  William  Watty,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  the 
Caribbean  and  the  Americas,  speak¬ 
ing  to  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


How  does  your  church  swing 
'hammer'  known  as  marketing? 


Among  the  tools  available  for 
church  growth  is  marketing.  It  con¬ 
sists  of  the  church’s  being  customer 
oriented. 

Church  programs,  including  wor¬ 
ship  and  mission  efforts,  originate 
from  the  perceived  needs  of  people 
and  are  to  be  promoted  in  ways  that 
attract  support  and  involvement. 

Demographic  studies,  sociologi¬ 
cal  research,  entreprenurial  leader¬ 
ship  and  innovative  programming 
make  up  the  foundation  for  effec¬ 
tive  marketing. 

The  church  rightfully  uses  solid 
demographic  studies  and  sociologi¬ 
cal  research  as  tools  for  understand¬ 
ing  contemporary  culture.  The  gos¬ 
pel  merits  the  best  communication 
methods.  Meeting  the  needs  of  peo¬ 
ple  is  a  central  focus  of  the  church’s 
mission. 

Marketing,  however,  is  not  a  val¬ 
ue-free  nor  theologically  neutral  tool. 
The  tools  used  do  influence  the  mes¬ 
sage  that  is  communicated.  The  me¬ 
dium  can  become  the  message. 


Here  I  Stand 


Kenneth  Carder 
is  the  bishop  of 
the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Tennessee 
Area. 


One  critic  responded  to  the  ratio¬ 
nale  that  marketing,  like  a  hammer, 
is  a  value-free  tool  by  countering 
that  people  who  carry  a  hammer  all 
the  time  inevitably  begin  to  view 
everything  as  a  nail. 

Marketing  carries  with  it  the 
temptation  to  treat  people  as  con¬ 
sumers.  The  customers  and  their 
self-defined  needs  easily  replace 
God’s  redemptive  action  in  Jesus 
Christ  as  the  church’s  central  focus. 
Joining  the  church  is  more  like  se¬ 
lecting  a  supermarket  than  entering 


into  a  covenantal  relationship.  Loy¬ 
alty  is  measured  more  by  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  multiple  options 
offered  by  the  local  church  than  by 
participation  in  God’s  redemptive, 
reconciling  action  in  the  world. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  danger  of 
building  the  church  with  the  tools 
of  marketing  is  the  distortion  of  the 
church’s  nature  and  mission.  Mar¬ 
keting  strategies  tend  to  create  con¬ 
sumers  rather  than  disciples. 

When  do  persons  recruited  for 
church  membership  as  consumers 
cease  being  customers  and  become 
missioners?  And  how  do  we  offer 
multiple  options  for  church  shop¬ 
pers  without  making  discipleship 
and  mission  optional? 

The  church’s  story  needs  to  be 
told  effectively.  But,  in  the  final 
analysis,  the  gospel  is  a  gift  to  be 
lived,  not  a  commodity  to  be  sold. 
It  is  incarnate  in  persons  and  com¬ 
munities  who  lose  their  lives  in  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  reign  of  God. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“By  this  everyone  will  know 
you  are  my  disciples,  if  you  have 
love  for  one  another.”  (NRSV) 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Lam.  3:22,23) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct  30 

Sunday:  Psalm  146:1-7 
Monday:  Psalm  146:8-10 
Tuesday:  Ruth  1:1-5 
Wednesday:  Ruth  1:6-18 
Thursday:  Hebrews  9:11,12 
Friday:  Hebrews  9:13,14 
Saturday:  Mark  12:28-34 


The  Reporter  Value 
Beyond  Print 

The  Reporter  has  the  capacity  for  special  needs 
such  as  book  publishing.  The  UMR  Institute 
for  Church  Communications  and  Mission 
Communications  are  excellent  examples  of  the 
expanded  value  of  your  Reporter  client  relationship. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Now! 

Ron  Thomas 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 


Faith  in  the  world 
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God  made  the  pumpkins,  but 
society  made  saints'  day  scary 


Faith 


watch 


DIES  IN  FLOOD:  George  Matlock,  62,  a 

member  of  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Conroe,  Texas,  was  among  a  report¬ 
ed  17  people  who  died  last  week  in  record- 
breaking  floods  in  Southeast  Texas.  The 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM- 
COR)  quickly  geared  up  to  supply  food,  clean¬ 
up  materials  and  emergency  aid  to  victims. 
Donations  may  be  made  through  any  local 
United  Methodist  church  to  UMCOR’s  Ad¬ 
vance  #901315-0,  Texas  Floods. 

LIVING  LETTERS  For  the  first  time  in 
several  decades,  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  has  sent  four  international  teams  to 
the  U.S.  to  explain  the  council’s  programs,  in¬ 
cluding  the  current  “Ecumenical  Decade: 
Churches  in  Solidarity  with  Women.”  The 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  Women’s  Division  at  its  recent 
meeting  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  listened  to  one 
WCC  team  communicate  “living  letters”  from 
global  women.  Seventy-five  such  teams  are  vis¬ 
iting  at  least  300  WCC-member  churches 
around  the  world  in  the  next  few  weeks. 

ELECTION  MONITORS:  A  United 

Methodist  couple  from  the  Troy  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  is  in  Mozambique  this  week  monitoring 
that  country’s  first  free  national  elections  Oct. 
27-28.  The  Rev.  Leon  and  Bonnie  Totten  Ad¬ 
kins  of  Brandon,  Vt.,  are  in  the  Southeast  Africa 
country  at  the  invitation  of  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Joao  Somane  Machado  of  Maputo,  Mo¬ 
zambique.  The  bishop  is  also  president  of  the 
Mozambique  Christian  Council.  Experienced  in 
mission  work  with  several  African  countries,  the 
Adkinses  will  assist  church  leaders  in  assuring 
that  the  election  process  is  fair. 

"MISTER  MISSION"  DIES:  Dr.  Carl 

Heinmiller,  102,  longtime  mission  executive  of 
the  Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church,  died 
at  Otterbein  Home  in  Lebanon,  Ohio  on  Oct. 

16.  Dr.  Heinmiller  headed  the  EUB  Board  of 
Missions  until  1966.  Before  that,  he  was  the 
mission  chief  of  the  Evangelical  Church  which 
merged  with  the  United  Brethren  Church.  Dr. 
Heinmiller  was  an  engineer  in  World  War  I 
and  served  church  mission  agencies  during 
1935-1966. 

CONFERENCE  PROPOSED:  The 

United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  discussed  plans  last  week  to  petition 
the  church’s  legislative  1996  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  create  a  Korean-American  Missionary 
Conference,  giving  Korean  churches  particular 
mission  opportunities  and/or  language  consid¬ 
erations. 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Scared  of  Halloween 

Tips  for  parents  &  grandparents: 


Children  under  age  six  easily  find  that  the 
unfamiliar  faces,  clothes  and  behavior  of 
Halloween  are  truly  terrifying.  Psychologists 
say  that  with  a  little  foresight,  parents  can  help  their 
children  deal  with  Halloween  fears  by: 
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Accompanying  their  children  on  trick-or-treat  outings. 

Talking  through  the  trick-or-treat  process  with  them.  Reassuring 
him  or  her  that  you  will  be  with  them  when  they  go  to  a 
stranger’s  door  to  ask  for  a  treat. 

Checking  the  treats  your  child  receives  and  avoiding  unwrapped 
candy  or  whole  oranges  and  apples. 

Discouraging  children  from  wearing  ghoulish  masks  or  costumes 
like  Freddy  Krueger. 

Helping  their  children  choose  a  costume  that  represents  a 
positive  role  model,  like  Superman, Jasmine,  from  the  movie 
“Aladdin,"  or  Simba  from  “The  Lion  King.” 

Suggesting  the  child  wear  only  a  cape  or  a  crown,  if  he  or  she  is 
afraid  of  wearing  a  complete  costume. 

Avoiding  frightening  trick-or-treat  rituals  such  as  saying  “Boo!”  or 
"Someone  is  going  to  get  you!” 

Considering  optional  ways  to  celebrate  Halloween  such  as 
school  carnivals,  parties  or  family  celebrations  like  roasting 
marshmallows. 

Be  sensitive  to  your  child’s  needs.  Don’t  overexpose  a  child  to 
experiences  and  feelings  he  can’t  handle.Wait  and  celebrate 
Halloween  another  year  when  the  child  is  old  enough  to 
understand  that  a  mask  is  just  a  mask. 

UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DE8RA  McKNIGHT 


By  PAMELA  STONE 

Your  child  spends  weeks  ask¬ 
ing  if  it’s  time  to  wear  the  silver 
Hershey’s  Kiss  costume  and  alu¬ 
minum  foil  cap.  But  when  the 
time  comes  to  put  it  on,  she  hesi¬ 
tates,  sniffles  and  creates  a  scene 
scarier  than  anything  you  re¬ 
member  from  your  trick-or-treat- 
ing  past. 

Many  preschool  children  are 
frightened  of  celebrating  Hallow¬ 
een,  says  psychologist  Mary  Ann 
Little.  For  one  thing,  when 
you’re  between  2  and  5,  you  can’t 
always  distinguish  between  real 
and  unreal. 

“Kids  are  frightened  of  any¬ 
thing  that  looks  different  from 
what  is,”  she  says. 

Some  parents  are  also  fearful 
of  Halloween  but  for  different 
reasons. 

Holiday  now  far  from  roots 

Halloween,  says  Dr.  Marjorie 
Procter-Smith,  associate  profes¬ 
sor  of  worship  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  is  often  thought  of  as 
a  pagan  holiday. 

"But  this  is  not  true,”  she  says. 

Halloween  or  Samhain,  she  ex¬ 
plains,  is  a  Keltic  feast  day  which 
marked  the  end  of  one  season 
and  the  beginning  of  another. 

On  the  day  of  Samhain,  the 
Kelts  brought  their  animals  in 
from  the  fields  and  stabled  them 
inside.  They  also  lit  a  bonfire  and 
celebrated  the  end  of  the  fruit¬ 
bearing  season. 

“There  is  a  healthy  signifi¬ 
cance  to  these  holidays,”  adds 
Dr.  Procter-Smith.  “The  Kelts 
had  a  solar  calendar  by  which 
they  observed  four  turning  points 
of  the  year.  One  was  the  Equinox 
or  the  mid-point  when  the  days 
and  nights  are  of  equal  length. 

“These  celebrations  were 
meaningful.  They  gave  the  farm¬ 
ers  a  sense  of  control.” 

According  to  Samhain  legend, 
on  the  eve  of  Nov.  1,  the  Kelts 
put  out  all  fires  in  their  cottages, 
and  the  spirits  roamed  the  earth 
and  played  tricks  on  the  mortals. 


"[God]  made 
animals,  vegetables  and 
all  living  things.  Part  of 
our  responsibility  is  to 
take  care  of  things. . ." 
— Carolyn  Miller 

“The  spirits  were  not  necessar¬ 
ily  evil,”  she  adds.  “Some  were 
relatives  who  had  died.” 

It  won’t  damage  the  Christian¬ 
ity  of  the  school-age  child  to  un¬ 
derstand  these  holidays,  says  Dr. 
Procter-Smith. 

A  day  for  saints 

Eighth  century  Christians  in¬ 
stituted  All  Saints  Day  on  Nov. 
1 .  The  day  honors  all  saints,  not 
just  those  on  the  church  calendar 
but  loved  ones  as  well,  says  Dr. 
Procter-Smith. 

“This  holiday  came  about  in 
an  effort  to  dissuade  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Samhain,”  she  says. 
“Then,  in  the  19th  century,  the 
Irish  brought  the  celebration  to 
our  country.” 

School-age  children  may  ap¬ 
preciate  the  origin  of  Halloween, 
but  some  psychologists  and  edu¬ 
cators  wam  that  the  sights  and 
sounds  of  this  holiday  may  easily 
overwhelm  and  truly  terrify  pre¬ 
schoolers. 

“Just  the  fact  that  Aunt  Susie 
dresses  up  in  a  costume  and  does 
not  look  like  herself  anymore  can 
be  particularly  frightening  to  a 
child  under  the  age  of  6,”  says 
Dr.  Little. 

“To  them,  it  is  frightening  to 
see  the  world  as  unfamiliar  . . . 
filled  with  unfamiliar  faces  wear¬ 
ing  unfamiliar  clothes  and  be¬ 
having  in  unfamiliar  ways. 
That’s  pretty  scary.” 

In  her  book,  Loving  Your  Chil¬ 
dren  Better — Matching  Parenting 
Strategies  to  the  Age  and  Stage  of 
Your  Children.  Dr.  Little  advises 
parents  to  learn  about  their 
child’s  developmental  stages  and 
to  keep  activities  appropriate 
with  the  child’s  developmental 
level. 


Missions  board  moves  a  step  toward  restructure 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn.— Elected 
directors  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  moved  a  step  fur¬ 
ther  toward  restructure  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  agency  last  week. 

However,  they  stumbled  when 
asked  to  give  options  for  downsiz¬ 
ing  themselves  as  representatives  to 
the  agency’s  board. 

Early  on,  the  nearly  1 80  directors 
noted  that  nearly  six  hours  had 
been  allotted  for  discussion  on  re¬ 
structure. 

Structure  proposals 

Structure  proposals  included: 


■  A  single  management  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  services  unit; 

■  A  “World  Witness”  Unit,  re¬ 
placing  the  current  World  and  Na¬ 
tional  Divisions; 

■  A  Health  and  Relief  Unit,  com¬ 
bining  the  existing  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  unit  and  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief; 

■  A  Women’s  Unit. 

Directors  acted  upon  all  restruc¬ 
ture  and  governance  proposals 
short  of  legislative  resolutions  re¬ 
quired  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  1 996 
General  Conference.  General  Con¬ 
ference — the  church’s  top  legisla¬ 
tive  body — is  the  only  group  that 
can  restructure  a  United  Methodist 
general  agency. 


After  hours  of  debate,  Global 
Ministries  directors  voted: 

✓  That  the  task  force  bring  to  the 
next  annual  meeting  a  proposal  to 
merge  as  many  of  the  board’s  corpo¬ 
rations  as  legal  counsel  recommends; 

✓  That  necessary  mission  board 
and  General  Conference  legislation 
be  drafted  for  the  directors  to  re¬ 
view,  amend  and  possibly  adopt  at 
their  spring  1995  meeting. 

Cost-efficiency  desired 

“Our  desire  is  to  effect  a  renewed 
organization,  be  cost-efficient  and 
undergird  and  support  mission 
movement,”  said  the  Rev.  Donald  E. 
Messer  of  Denver,  chairman  of  the 
restructure  coordinating  committee. 


Although  many  people  admitted  in 
the  general  sessions  that  the  church’s 
mission  board  had  become  bureau¬ 
cratic,  some  directors  even  ques¬ 
tioned  if  changes  should  be  made. 

However,  the  Rev.  Paul  Dirdak 
of  San  Francisco  reminded  the  di¬ 
rectors  that  they  may  not  have  a 
choice  in  the  matter. 

“What  are  you  going  to  do  as  a 
director  [of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries]  when  the  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  says,  ‘Half  of  you  are 
not  to  show  up  here?’  asked  Mr. 
Dirdak,  who  is  president  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division. 

Finally,  in  a  vote  of  78-57,  the 
elected  directors  gave  the  green 
light  to  explore  a  proposal  to  reduce 


the  number  of  elected  directors  to 
at  least  50  members,  but  no  more 
that  120  maximum. 

Those  figures  didn’t  come  easy, 
since  most  directors  expressed  great 
concern  that  the  new  configuration 
will  cut  representation  from  some 
of  the  Central  Conferences  (United 
Methodists  outside  the  United 
States)  and  possibly  the  Women’s 
Division. 

“We  have  to  remember  that  we  are 
part  of  a  wider  family,”  said  Global 
Ministries  president  Bishop  F.  Her¬ 
bert  Skeete  (Boston  Area).  “We  have 
worked  on  this  with  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  ....  We  are 
the  largest  board.  If  we  don’t  do  it, 
someone  will  do  it  for  us.” 


BGM  told:  'Reclaim  mission  education  for  children,  youths' 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn — Joy  Solo¬ 
mon  of  Oklahoma  City  says  she  is 
grateful  that  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  is  considering  reclaiming  its 
historic  responsibility  for  mission 
education  of  children  and  youths. 

The  wife  of  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Dan  Solomon  (Oklahoma 
Area),  Mrs.  Solomon  said  she  is  a  liv¬ 
ing  witness  to  the  “love  of  Jesus 
Christ”  through  the  nurturing  wom¬ 
en  of  Methodism  predecessor  groups. 

“If  United  Methodist  Women 
could  see  their  potential  for  nurture 
of  children  and  youth,  we  wouldn't 
have  so  many  problems  with  the 
youths  of  today,”  said  Mrs.  Solomon. 

“When  I  was  a  child  and  later  a 
youth,  some  saw  that  my  needs  had 
not  been  met  and  made  me  feel 
wonderful,  and  those  were  Method¬ 
ist  Women. 

“Now  I  can  give  love  in  return.  I 
want  that  love  for  the  children  and 
youths  of  today.”  «■ 

Mrs.  Solomon  wrote  a  resolution 
to  the  Mission  and  Membership 
Section  of  the  Women’s  Division 
on  her  own  initiative,  requesting 
the  reinstating  of  mission  education 
for  children  and  youth. 

In  a  reorganization  of  agency  re- 


Joy  Solomon 
...  a  living  witness. 

sponsibilities  several  decades  ago,  that 
program  was  given  to  the  church’s 
Discipleship  board.  With  that  board 
now  reportedly  understaffed,  some 
Global  Ministries  directors  feel  that 
United  Methodist  Women  could  once 
again  make  a  significant  contribution 
in  mission  education. 

Mrs.  Solomon  asked  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  to  “develop  guide¬ 
lines  within  the  UMW  ’Campaign 
for  Children’  ”  to  identify  and  en¬ 
courage  youths  in  local  United 


"When  I  was  a  child  and  later  a  youth,  some  saw 
that  my  needs  had  not  been  met  and  made  me  feel 
wonderful,  and  those  were  Methodist  Women." 

— Joy  Solomon 

to  us  about  mission.  My  life  has 
changed  ever  since.” 

Joyce  Sohl,  chief  executive  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  said  that  her  of¬ 
fice  has  received  hundreds  of  re¬ 
quests  from  local  United  Methodist 
Women  to  resume  mission  pro¬ 
grams  for  children  and  youths  in 
the  local  church.  She  agrees  with 
Mrs.  Solomon  that  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  should  be  “claimed  for 
mission  service.” 

Ms.  Sohl  told  the  Reporter  that 
one  reason  why  children  and  youths 
cannot  relate  to  mission  programs 
is  because  “we  don’t  ask  them  to 
become  a  participant  in  God’s  mis¬ 
sion  now. . .” 


Methodist  Church  congregations 
who  show  promise  for  leadership 
development;  sponsor  them  to  at¬ 
tend  Schools  of  Christian  Mission 
and  work  with  adult  sponsors  to  de¬ 
velop  a  strategy  for  yearly  teaching 
of  mission  studies  to  youths. 

The  Women’s  Division  con¬ 
curred  with  the  suggestion,  which 
will  be  part  of  new  programs  ex¬ 
pected  for  children  and  youths  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  decade. 

“When  I  was  young,  my  dad  died, 
and  my  mother  left  me  to  stay  with 
an  aunt,”  Mrs.  Solomon  told  the 
Reporter.  “While  with  my  aunt,  that 
was  the  first  time  I  heard  about  Je¬ 
sus  Christ.  I  decided  that  there  was 
hope  there. 

“When  I  got  to  junior  high,  I 
started  receiving  gifts  from  some  la¬ 
dies  in  the  church's  WSCS  [Wom¬ 
en’s  Society  for  Christian  Service] 
near  Abilene,  Texas.  Then,  one 
year,  they  sent  me  to  a  youth  event, 
and  I  heard  Jim  [James]  Thomas — 
now  a  bishop  of  the  church— speak 


“When  we  were  young,  in  the 
EUB  [Evangelical  United  Brethren] 
Church,  we  were  exposed  to  mis¬ 
sion  programs  and  missionaries,” 
she  said.  “We  even  had  mission 
bands  when  I  was  growing  up.  But 
we  don’t  do  that  anymore. 

“It’s  important  for  us  to  help 
families  prepare  their  children  and 
youths  to  be  committed  to  mis¬ 
sion.” 


For  example,  the  appearance 
of  monsters  in  Maurice  Sendak’s 
“ Where  the  Wild  Things  Are” 
may  give  some  children  “a  feel¬ 
ing  of  empowerment  over  their 
fears.”  It  may  cause  others  to  cry. 

“You  have  to  take  your  lead 
from  the  child,”  says  Kathy  Del- 
santer,  director  of  Northaven  Co¬ 
operative  Preschool  at  Northaven 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dal¬ 
las.  “If  your  child  is  afraid,  say,  ‘If 
it’s  scary,  we  won’t  look  at  it  any¬ 
more.  I  won’t  show  it  to  you.’  ” 

Ms.  Delsanter,  who  heads  a 
preschool  with  124  children  ages 
18  months  to  5,  suggests  that  Fall 
carnivals  may  serve  as  an  option 
for  young  children  who  find  Hal¬ 
loween  too  overwhelming. 

Carolyn  Miller,  director  of 
University  Park  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  Preschool,  agrees. 

“We  used  to  have  a  Halloween 
parade  but  we  discontinued  it  be¬ 
cause  we  found  it  was  too  disrup¬ 
tive  for  the  children.” 

A  connection  to  creation 

Now,  Ms.  Miller  helps  her  chil¬ 
dren  celebrate  the  Fall  and  har¬ 
vest  time  instead  of  Halloween. 

“God  made  the  pumpkins,  but 
we  turned  them  into  jack  o’  lan¬ 
terns.  But  the  pumpkin  itself  is  a 
gift  of  God,”  she  said. 

She  feels,  like  the  originators  of 
the  Halloween  feast,  that  the  holi¬ 
day  is  a  time  to  teach  children 
about  their  heritage  and  about  hu¬ 
mankind's  tie-in  to  nature. 

“We  take  the  children  to  the 
Farmer’s  Market  downtown  and 
pick  out  pumpkins  or  fresh  vege¬ 
tables,"  says  Ms.  Miller. 

Then  the  children  return  to 
school  where  they  roast  pumpkin 
seeds  or  make  vegetable  soup. 

Through  this  process,  children 
learn  that  God  is  the  creator  of 
all  things. 

“He  made  animals,  vegetables 
and  all  living  things,”  Ms.  Miller 
says.  “Part  of  our  responsibility 
is  to  take  care  of  things.  I  feel 
that  when  young  children  under¬ 
stand  this  the  idea  will  grow." 

Ms.  Stone  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Dallas. 


Giving 
to  UMW 
declines 

STAMFORD.  Conn. — For  the 
first  time  since  1974,  United 
Methodist  Women’s  pledge  to 
mission  experienced  a  slight  de¬ 
cline — from  $20.2  million  in 
1 993  to  $  1 9.9  million  in  1 994. 

During  its  annual  meeting  last 
week  in  Stamford,  the  Women’s 
Division  appropriated  $5.3  million 
each  for  the  mission  board’s  Na¬ 
tional  and  World  Divisions  for 
1995  or  $25,167  less  than  for  1994. 

Various  officials  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
speculated  on  causes  for  reduc¬ 
tion  in  mission  giving  by  United 
Methodist  Women. 

Among  suggested  causes: 

•f  Less  interest  in  mission; 

/  Some  areas  of  the  church 
hard  hit  by  natural  disasters  and 
economic  problems; 

•f  Negative  reaction  to  UMW 
participation  in  the  “Re-Imagin¬ 
ing  Conference”  in  Minneapolis 
a  year  ago. 
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Immediate  Shipment 
" Assigning  and  Marking 
Handbell  Music. " 
k  Only  $11.95  +  $2.50  S/ll 
Free  brochure  on  request. 

Bridgeway  Press 
k  P.O.  Box  21863 
Little  Rock,  AR.  72221 


A  Must  Experience  for  All  Those  Who  Seek  Spiritual  Growth 

THE  ACADEMY  FOR  SPIRITUAL  FORMATION 

Burlingame,  CA  -  Starting  January  1995 
Birmingham,  AL  -  Starting  May  1995 

The  Academy  will  provide  you  with  an  in-depth  learning  experience  in  spiritual 
formation.  It  is  designed  for  both  laity  and  clergy  who  are  highly  motivated  in 
their  call  to  follow  Christ  and  to  live  a  more  disciplined  life.  Participants  gather 
in  community  for  two  years  during  5-day  sessions  each  calendar  quarter. 
During  this  time  the  group  meets  together  for  prayer,  worship  and  Eucharist 
celebrations,  curriculum  sessions,  silence,  and  covenant  groups.  Well-known 
leaders  in  spiritual  formation  will  serve  as  faculty.  Between  gatherings, 
participants  are  asked  to  journal,  read  assigned  texts,  and  work  on  a  project  for 
ministry  in  spiritual  formation.  Applications  are  now  being  accepted,  A  limited 
number  of  scholarships  are  available. 

For  a  free  20-page  prospectus,  write: 

Danny  Morris  •  The  Upper  Room  •  PO  Box  189  •  Nashville,  TN  37202. 

Or  call  (615)  340-7232 
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HOSPITALS  MERGING:  Directors  of 

The  Methodist  Hospital  System  and  St.  Luke's 
Episcopal  Hospital  in  Houston  have  signed  a 
letter  of  intent  to  merge.  The  ensuing  compre¬ 
hensive,  integrated  body  would  be  known  as 
The  Methodist/Episcopal  Health  Care  System. 
The  system  would  maintain  its  flagship  hospital 
within  the  Texas  Medical  Center  in  Houston. 

FACING  MANY  REPAIRS:  The  70- 

year-old  United  Methodist  Building  on  one  of 
the  most  prominent  Capitol  Hill  corners  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  will  cost  almost  $1.4  million 
over  the  next  five  years  to  restore.  A  consulting 
firm  hired  by  trustees  of  the  building  told  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  recently  that  electrical,  heating 
and  plumbing  systems  are  nearing  the  end  of 
their  usefulness. 

CORRECTIONS:  The  United  Methodist 

General  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  re¬ 
ceives  its  funding  at  the  same  time  and  on  the 
same  basis  as  most  other  general-church  agen¬ 
cies  and  not  after  them,  as  reported  in  this 
newspaper  Oct.  14. 

United  Methodist  missionary  Kenneth  McIn¬ 
tosh  will  not  be  the  pastor  of  a  Methodist 
Church  in  Hong  Kong  when  he  returns  there 
in  January,  as  reported  Oct.  2 1 ,  but  he  and  his 
wife,  Iweeta,  will  assist  Chinese  pastors. 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED:  Volunteers 

are  still  needed  for  medical  teams  in  Zaire  to 
provide  medical  assistance  to  refugees  who  have 
fled  from  Rwanda  and  Burundi.  Telephone 
(212)  870-3662  for  further  information.  Other 
volunteers  are  needed  for  rebuilding  activities 
in  the  Midwest,  Florida,  Louisiana  and  South 
Georgia.  To  assist  with  these  rebuilding  efforts, 
call  (800)  918-3100.  There  will  be  a  need  for 
volunteers  in  Bosnia  in  the  summer  of  1995.  Ar¬ 
rangements  can  made  by  calling  (800)  918-3100. 

GRANTS  APPROVED:  The  United 
Methodist  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  recently  approved  31  Minority  Group 
Self-Determination  Fund  grants  totaling 
$469,400. 

BRITISH  ANNIVERSARY:  Central  Hall 

in  London,  home  of  the  British  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference,  celebrated  its  82nd  anniversary  Oct.  15 

with  the  premiere  of  a  musical  about  British- 
born  Francis  Asbury,  who  pioneered  Method¬ 
ism  in  America.  The  250th  anniversary  of 
Asbury’s  birth  will  be  marked  during  1995. 

GRANTED  APPROVAL:  Andover  New¬ 
ton  Theological  School  in  Newton  Centre, 

Mass.,  the  country’s  oldest  Protestant  graduate 
school  of  theology,  has  been  granted  full  ap¬ 
proval  for  the  education  of  United  Methodist 
students  for  the  next  four  years.  Although  the 
school  is  historically  affiliated  with  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  and  the  American  Baptist 
Churches  (USA),  its  student  body  has  become 
increasingly  ecumenical  over  the  years. 


Missouri  churches  unite 
in  'games  of  chance'  battle 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

In  Missouri,  a  coalition  named 
“Churches  versus  CasiNOs” 
unites  United  Methodist  efforts 
with  those  of  other  church  groups 
to  oppose  a  resurrected  “games  of 
chance”  (slot-machine  and  video- 
games)  issue  to  be  voted  on  in  a 
statewide  referendum  Nov.  8. 

The  Rev.  Lycurgus  M.  Starkey 
told  the  Reporter,  “It’s  the  largest 
ecumenical  enterprise  in  Missou¬ 
ri’s  history.” 

Dr.  Starkey,  a  retired  member 
of  the  Missouri  East  Annual 
Conference,  chairs  “Churches 
versus  CasiNOs.”  He  said  the  ec¬ 
umenical  effort  has: 

■  Flooded  materials  to  numer¬ 
ous  Missouri  faith  groups,  broad¬ 
ening  the  base  of  information 
about  the  issue; 

■  Sought  to  get  voters  regis¬ 
tered,  hold  public  forums,  write 
letters  to  editors  and  pray  for 
wisdom; 

■  Shared  gambling  informa¬ 
tion  and  anti-gambling  enthusi¬ 
asm  through  church  worship 
bulletin  inserts  and  anti-gam¬ 
bling  rallies  from  St.  Louis  to 
Kansas  City. 

Stumping  the  state 

Gambling  opponents  who  have 
stumped  the  state  since  last 
month  include  such  notables  as: 

■  United  Methodist  pastor 
Tom  Grey,  spokesperson  for  the 
National  Coalition  Against  Le¬ 
galized  Gambling; 

■  Frank  Kelley,  Michigan’s  at¬ 
torney  general; 

■  Lutheran  housewife  JoDean 
Joy  of  South  Dakota,  who  helped 
campaign  against  video  poker  in 
her  region’s  Black  Hills; 

■  Atlantic  City  (N.J.)  city 
councilman  Pierre  Hollings¬ 
worth; 

■  Attorney  Calvin  Hawkins  of 
Gary,  Ind. 

All  have  been  victorious  in  ef¬ 
forts  to  halt  legalized  gambling  in 
their  areas. 

Local  rallies  and  press  confer¬ 
ences  will  cap  Missouri’s  anti¬ 
gambling  efforts  on  Nov.  6,  two 
days  before  elections. 

The  United  Methodist  Missouri 
West  Annual  Conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  is  opposing 
gambling  legislation  with  a  “Stop 
the  Slots!”  campaign  within  United 
Methodist  congregations. 

This  campaign  includes  a  series 


of  four  weekly  bulletin  inserts  in¬ 
forming  Sunday  worshippers  by 
providing  numerous  newspaper 
clippings  such  as  one  reporting 
how  unemployment  rose  more 
than  2  percent  in  a  year  after  river- 
boat  gambling  opened  in  Alton,  Ill. 

This  isn’t  Missouri’s  first 
chance  to  vote  on  gambling  this 
year.  Dr.  Starkey  says  that  a  mar¬ 
gin  of  fewer  than  2,000  voters  de¬ 
cided  an  April  referendum  on 
games  of  chance.  The  issue  being 
decided  on  Nov.  8  is  the  same 
one  defeated  in  April. 


United  Methodists  in  at  least  22 
regional  conferences  passed  reso¬ 
lutions  this  summer  trying  to 
counter  the  expansion  of  gambling 
in  their  states  and  to  continue  the 
church’s  historic  stand  against  le¬ 
galized  gambling  (see  statement 
from  the  Book  of  Discipline). 

New  Englanders  face  the  prolif¬ 
eration  of  casinos,  according  to 
Ann  Whiting,  editor  of  that  confer¬ 
ence’s  newspaper,  Zion 's  Herald. 

According  to  Zion’s  Herald, 
the  Wampanoags  of  Martha’s 
Vineyard  have  signed  a  compact 
with  Massachusetts  Gov. 
William  Weld  to  build  a  casino 
in  New  Bedford.  The  Narragan- 
setts  of  southern  Rhode  Island 
have  signed  a  compact  with  Gov. 
Bruce  Sundlun  and  would  like  to 
open  their  casino  in  rural  West 
Greenwich. 

Since  Indian  nations  are  con¬ 
sidered  sovereign,  casinos  can  be 
placed  on  reservations  if  the 
state’s  governor  signs  a  compact 
with  the  tribe,  even  if  that  state 
bans  casinos. 

The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett,  head  of  the  churchwide 


Other  United  Methodists  are 
or  have  been  involved  in  cam¬ 
paigns  against  legalized  gambling 
in  Virginia,  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania,  New  York  and 
Iowa,  according  to  Mark  Harri¬ 
son  of  the  Church  and  Society 
board  in  Washington. 

Mr.  Harrison  says  the  Missouri 
statewide  ecumenical  effort  is  the 
biggest  anti-gambling  campaign 
he  has  seen  with  grass  roots  ef¬ 
forts.  He  cited  similar  anti-gam¬ 
bling  coalition  efforts  in  Illinois, 
Indiana  and  Florida. 


ZION'S  HERALD  PHOTO 


The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett  holds  up  the  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Resolu¬ 
tions.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  supports  Indian  sover¬ 
eignty,  but  opposes  casino 
gambling. 

General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  was  one  of  four  panelists 
at  a  recent  day-long  “Gambling 
and  the  Family”  at  Lee  Memori¬ 
al  United  Methodist  Church  in 


-gambling 

Norwich,  Conn. 

Mr.  Fassett,  a  Native  Ameri¬ 
can,  asked  United  Methodist  op¬ 
ponents  of  Indian-sponsored 
casinos  to  support  alternate 
forms  of  economic  development, 
explaining  that  gambling  flour¬ 
ishes  on  native  lands  where 
much  economic  development  has 
set  tribes  on  a  failing  course. 

The  impetus  for  the  day-long 
forum  was  Foxwoods  Casino's 
widely  advertised  Easter  Party 
on  Easter  Sunday  afternoon. 
Foxwoods  is  owned  by  the  Ma- 
shantucket  Pequot  Indians  in  Led- 
yard,  Conn. 

“Lotteries  opened  the  door  to 
gambling  proliferation,”  Mr. 
Fassett  said,  “and  we  (as  the 
church)  weren’t  there  in  opposi¬ 
tion.  All  the  criticism  we  level  at 
casinos  should  be  leveled  at  the 
lottery,  too.  The  social  liability  of 
gambling  taxes  social  services  so 
much  that  it  offsets  the  financial 
return  from  lotteries.” 

Other  panelists  discussed  relat¬ 
ed  issues  of  compulsive  gambling, 
secondary  lifestyles  to  support  ad¬ 
dictions,  gambling  as  entertain- 


efforts 

ment  and  casino-funded  programs 
for  compulsive  gamblers. 

"Pathological  gamblers  are  out 
of  control,”  according  to  social 
worker  and  compulsive  gambling 
expert  Jennifer  Ferigno.  They 
will  eventually  steal  and  commit 
other  crimes  to  support  their  ad¬ 
diction,  she  said. 

In  Florida,  a  recent  statewide 
poll  showed  that  only  36  percent 
of  those  polled  favor  the  casino 
initiative  on  the  Nov.  8  ballot 
while  59  percent  opposed  allow¬ 
ing  casinos  to  operate  in  Florida, 
according  to  the  Florida  edition 
of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 

Robert  T.  Mann  of  Tarpon 
Springs,  Fla.,  leads  the  church’s 
anti-casino  task  force  mobilizing 
Florida  United  Methodists  to  de¬ 
feat  the  initiative. 

Mr.  Mann  said  casino  gam¬ 
bling  is  prohibited  by  the  Florida 
state  constitution.  November 
voter  approval  of  the  proposition 
would  not  only  remove  the  im¬ 
pediment  but  would  allow  casino 
gambling  in  locations  easily  ac¬ 
cessible  to  every  Floridian  plus 
millions  of  tourists. 


Here's  what  Social  Principles 
say  about  gambling: 

Gambling  is  a  menace  to  society,  deadly  to  the  best  interests  of 
moral,  social,  economic,  and  spiritual  life,  and  destructive  of  good 
government.  As  an  act  of  faith  and  love,  Christians  should  abstain 
from  gambling  and  should  strive  to  minister  to  those  victimized  by 
the  practice.  Where  gambling  has  become  addictive,  the  Church  will 
encourage  such  individuals  to  receive  therapeutic  assistance  so  that 
the  individual’s  energies  may  be  redirected  into  positive  and  construc¬ 
tive  ends.  Community  standards  and  personal  life  styles  should  be 
such  as  would  make  unnecessary  and  undesirable  the  resort  to  com¬ 
mercial  gambling,  including  public  lotteries,  as  a  recreation,  as  an  es¬ 
cape,  or  as  a  means  of  producing  public  revenue  or  funds  for  support 
of  charities  or  governments. 

Paragraph  73. G  The  United  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline 

UMs  in  multiple  anti 


Members  of  many  Missouri  United 
Methodist  churches  are  receiving 
inserts  to  their  Sunday  worship 
bulletins  about  the  effects  of 
gambling.  Each  insert  carries  the 
footnote,  "You  Can  Make  A 
Difference,Vote  No, Stop  the  Slots  on 
November  8th/'  Some  quotes  from  the 
inserts: 

Gambling  has  ruined  Central  City  forever.  It’s  sad  because  I  wanted 
to  spend  the  rest  of  my  life  here.” 

— Naomi  Fellows,  resident 

"We’ve  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we’re  strangers  in  our  own  town. 
We  now  have  no  grocery.no  laundry.no  car  wash.no  doctor..." 

— Bob  Elliot,  vice  chairman  of  a  committee  that  brought 
gambling  to  Cripple  Creek,  Colo.,  but  now  a  gambling  critic 

“Before  gambling,  the  town  of  Black  Hawk  had  150  residents  and  three 
town  employees.  After  gambling,  there  were  85  residents  and  50  town 
employees,  and  over  half  of  the  employees  are  on  the  police  force." 

— Penny  Round,  Black  Hawk,  Colo,  town  clerk 

"Pathological  gamblers  cost  Maryland  and  its  citizens  about  $  1 .5  bil¬ 
lion  annually  in  lost  work  productivity  and  embezzled,  stolen  or  other¬ 
wise  abused  dollars." 

— Task  Force  on  Gambling  Addiction, 
Maryland  Department  of  Health  and  Mental  Hygiene. 

"Nationally, the  legalized  gambling  industry’s  field  research  indicates 
that  casino  gambling  costs  the  local  economy  of  the  region  at  least  $2 
for  each  $  I  the  industry  adds  and  for  each  $  I  in  gaming  taxes  the 
industry  pays  to  government,  it  costs  the  taxpayer  at  least  $3." 

— Dr. John  Kindt, 
Commerce  and  Legal  Policy, 
University  of  Illinois  in  Champaign. 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  McKNIGHT 


DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS,  Texas 

Annual  Conference,  United  Methodist 
Church.  Executive  level  position,  master’s  de¬ 
gree  in  communications  related  field  and  expe¬ 
rience,  management,  creativity, 

comprehensive  knowledge  of  UMC.  Must  be 
able  to  relocate  to  Houston.  Deadline:  Novem- 
ber  11,  Dr.  Lamar  Smith,  Provost,  52 1 5  Main, 
Houston,  TX  77002. 

WANTED  TO  FILL  NEW  POSITION—  Asso¬ 
ciate  Director  of  Tennessee  Conference  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries.  Job  assignment  will  consist 
entirely  of  developing  and  coordinating  minis¬ 
tries  with  poor  and  marginalized  persons.  Sub¬ 
mit  resume  with  cover  letter  to:  Charles  F. 
“Skip”  Armistead,  Council  Director,  1110 
19th  Avenue  South,  Nashville,  TN  37212  or 
fax  same  to  (615)  329-0884.  Deadline  for  sub¬ 
mitting  resume  November  4,  1994. 

EDUCATION/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  for 
1400-member  church.  Position  opens  January 

2.  Send  resume  and/or  questions  to:  Dr.  C.  Al¬ 
fred  Patten,  Baker  Memorial  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  307  Cedar  Avenue,  St.  Charles,  IL 
60174.  (708)584-6680. 

TWO  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE  at  vital  2800- 
member  downtown  church:  Director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  and  Director  of  Youth.  Send 
resume  to:  Ray  E.  Robinson,  First-  Centenary 
UMC,  P.O.  Box  208,  Chatanooga,  TN  37401 . 

DIRECTOR  OF  ADMISSIONS  AT  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary,  a  graduate 
school  of  theology  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  located  on  the  campus  of  Northwest¬ 
ern  University  in  Evanston,  IL.  Position  avail- 
able  January  1,  1995.  Send  vita  and  names  of 
five  references  to:  Vice  President  for  Adminis¬ 
tration,  2121  Sheridan  Road,  Evanston,  IL 
60201. 

MEDIUM  SIZE  CHURCH  SEEKING  full- 
time  Program  Director.  Responsible  for  youth, 
education,  and  adult  programs.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Bachelors  degree  and/or  experience  in  re¬ 
lated  field.  Inquiries  to:  P.O.  Box  498. 
Sweetwater,  TX  79556,  or  (9 1 5)  236-66 1 7. 

DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  BEDROOM.  2  Bath 
condo  for  lease,  weekly,  winter,  spring,  sum¬ 
mer,  or  fall.  Call  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8.  No 
smokers! 

COLOR  POST  CARDS  AND  GREETING 
cards  from  your  color  photos.  Promote  your 
ministry!  Send  to  shut-ins  and  newcomers! 
Westwind  Photo  &  Graphics  (303)  663-7492. 

EXCELLENT  FALL  FUND  RAISER!  Beauti¬ 
ful  color  1995  “Year  of  Our  Lord”  calendars 
for  resale.  Make  $100  per  box  of  25.  Call  for 
brochure:  Westwind  (303)  663-7492. 

PEWS  FOR  SALE—  22  solid  oak.  excellent 
condition.  Make  offer:  Church  Systems  of 
America,  Church  Consultants  (615)  377-8752. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?” 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week.  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1 1 38.  Waynesville, 

NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 

First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship: 
11:00  a.m.  (504)  488r0856. 

the  8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information. 


tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved 
in  advance. 


Adult/Family  Ministries  and  Small  Group  De¬ 
velopment.  Contact:  Keith  Schroerlucke.  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  501  Howe  St 
Green  Bay,  W1  54301, 


SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIACONAL  Minister 
to  begin  January  1,  1995  as  assistant  to  senior 
pastor.  Possibility  to  work  in  some  combina¬ 
tion  of  the  following  areas:  worship,  youth, 
Christian  education,  family  ministries,  pro¬ 
gramming.  Resumes  to:  Nancy  Barnard,  SPR 
Chair,  Applewood  Valley  United  Methodist 
Church,  2035  Ellis  St„  Golden,  CO  80401 


DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  Youth 
Fort  Valley  United  Methodist,  a  strong,  active 
800-member  church  seeks  a  full-time  Director 
of  Education  with  emphasis  on  youth  ministry. 
Christian  education  degree  or  comparable  ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  Please  submit  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  1258,  Fort  Val- 
ley,  GA  31030.  Telephone:  (912)  825-2762. 


MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  AND  MUSIC  for 
350-member  Disciples  of  Christ  church  in 
Roswell,  NM.  Looking  for  enthusiastic  person 
with  organizational  skills  and  enthusiasm  for 
youth  and  music  program.  Address  inquiries 
to:  Jim  Smith,  Area  Minister,  10453  Spring- 
wood,  El  Paso,  TX  79925. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Conroe, 
Texas.  2500  members.  Send  resume  to:  Don 
Little.  P.O.  Box  928,  Conroe,  TX  77305.  (409) 
756-3395. 


PRESIDENT  METHODIST  MISSION  Home, 
a  multi-service  ministry  in  San  Antonio,  Tex¬ 
as,  is  accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of 
President.  Within  the  purpose  and  mission  es¬ 
tablished  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  this  posi¬ 
tion  is  responsible  for  leading  the  Home's 
service  programs:  maternity  and  adoption  and 
vocation  rehabilitation  for  persons  who  are 
deaf.  Methodist  Mission  Home  has  a  staff  of 
80.  Qualifications:  Must  have  substantial  ad¬ 
ministrative  experience  including  program  ad¬ 
ministration,  fiscal  management,  staff 
development,  physical  plant  management,  and 
public  information  ana  development.  Must  be 
able  to  work  closely  with  United  Methodist 
churches  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico.  Apply: 
Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Jim  Ozier,  Chair,  Search 
Committee,  Trietsch  Memorial  UMC,  6101 
Morriss  Road.  Flower  Mound,  TX  75028. 
Methodist  Mission  Home  is  an  Equal  Opportu- 
nity  Employer. 


YOUTH  AND  LEISURE  TIME  MINISTRY 
Director,  full-time  staff  position  in  a  growing 
1 100-member  congregation  with  all  new  facili¬ 
ties,  including  a  Family  Life  Center  with  gym 
and  a  softball/recreation  field.  Position  avail¬ 
able  immediately.  Salary  commensurate  with 
education  and  experience.  Send  resume  to: 
Staff  Parish  Committee,  Middletown  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  43033,  Louis¬ 
ville.  KY  40243-0033. 


BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 
cumulations.  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest 
and  negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal 
references.  Box  808.  Fulton,  TX  78358. 


NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ. 
Word  book  included,  but  can  be  used  with 
your  hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95 
plus  shipping.  1-800-728-0573. 


CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  Specialist. 

Buses,  vans,!  Also  church  van  rentals.  Distrib¬ 
utor  for  Goshen  buses.  15  passenger  vans  with 
center  aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call 
Trinity  Transportation,  (800)  330-3622!!!!!!!! 


COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 

SSS.  Catalog  Si.  Christian  Bible  College,  Sta¬ 
tion  Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt..  NC  27804. 
(919)  442-1211.  (Accredited). 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM/CHRISTIAN 

Education  for  friendly,  informal,  rapidly  grow¬ 
ing  church  of  900  members.  St.  Mark's  is  look¬ 
ing  for  a  special  person  with  imagination, 
enthusiasm,  commitment.  Call  (915)  581-4444 
or  write:  Rev.  Tom  Nagle.  5005  Love  Rd.,  Ei 
Paso.  TX  79922. 


IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is 
a  2  inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver, 
gold,  or  bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured 
polyurethane  paint  on  Vi  inch  aluminum.  Cus¬ 
tom  sizes  available.  Mounting  brackets  includ¬ 
ed.  Inquire:  Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  5208 
Piedmont  Drive,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405,  or 
call  (707)  538-5325. 


MINISTER/DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Education  wanted  for  3200-member  suburban 
church.  Full-time  position,  excellent  facilities, 
multiple  staff.  Responsible  for  education  min¬ 
istry  for  all  ages  with  emphasis  on  children. 
Certification  in  CE  and  large  church  experi¬ 
ence  desirable.  Send  resume  to:  Senior  Pastor, 
Chapel  Hill  UMC.  2717  W.  Hefner  Rd.,  Okla- 
homa  City,  OK  73120. 


HENDRIX  COLLEGE  CHAPLAIN.  Hendrix 
College  seeks  a  chaplain  to  serve  as  pastor  to 
the  college  community.  The  chaplain  provides 
leadership  for  the  religious  life  of  the  institu¬ 
tion,  conducts  worship  services,  offers  pastoral 
counseling,  and  provides  other  appropriate 
ministries.  The  chaplain  has  primary  responsi¬ 
bility  for  leading  and  coordinating  religious  ac¬ 
tivities  on  the  campus.  These  activities  include 
developing  and  implementing  programs  for 
students,  coordinating  religious  groups  on 
campus,  assisting  with  church  relations,  and 
supporting  volunteer  activities.  Applicants  for 
the  position  should  have  experience  as  a  pastor 
and/or  in  campus  ministry.  The  successful  can¬ 
didate  will  possess  a  commitment  to  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  a  United  Methodist  related,  liberal  arts 
college.  Ordination  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  required.  Hendrix  College  is  a  four- 
year,  selective  liberal  arts  college  related  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  located  30  miles 
north  of  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  The  college  has 
a  full-time  enrollment  of  approximately  1,000 
students;  all  programs  are  at  the  baccalaureate 
level.  Review  of  applications  will  begin  imme¬ 
diately  and  continue  until  the  position  is  filled. 
Letter  of  application,  resume,  and  the  names. 


'Incompatible' 
phrase  comes 
under  fire 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ALEXANDRIA,  Va.— The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  at  its  recent 
meeting  called  for  deletion  of  the 
church’s  current  stance  that  homo¬ 
sexual  practice  is  incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching. 

Prior  attempts  to  have  the 
church’s  legislative  General  Confer¬ 
ence  strike  the  language  have  failed. 

As  adopted  on  a  show  of  hands 
vote  after  several  minutes  of  intense 
debate,  the  change  would  retain  the 
affirmation  “that  God’s  grace  is 
available  to  all”  but  drop  language 
saying  “we  do  not  condone  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  and  con¬ 
sider  this  practice  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching.” 

In  other  actions,  in  response  to 
steadily  mounting  accounts  of 
“troubled  and  fearful  conditions” 
in  Haiti,  the  board  called  on  Meth¬ 
odists  in  both  the  United  States  and 
Haiti  to  work  for  change  in  “unjust 
structures”  tormenting  that  trou¬ 
bled  Caribbean  nation. 

“The  majority  of  the  6.3  million 
Haitian  citizens  suffer  economic 
and  political  oppression”  at  the 
hands  of  the  wealthy,  the  board’s  84 
lay  and  clergy  directors  said  in  a 
resolution  adopted  during  the 
board’s  regular  autumn  meeting. 

The  rich,  in  turn,  “profit  from 
coffee  and  other  exports  harvested 
by  poor  peasants  who  receive  virtu¬ 
ally  nothing  for  their  hard  work,” 
the  statement  said.  “The  greed  of 
the  rich,  coupled  with  foreign  inter¬ 
vention,”  has  resulted  in  Haiti’s  be¬ 
coming  the  poorest  country  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere. 


Communicator  cites 
' tragic  disconnect ' 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Noting  a  “trag¬ 
ic  disconnect"  between  church¬ 
wide  agencies  and  local 
congregations,  the  new  executive 
of  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  (UMCom)  says  the  agency 
can  play  a  key  role  in  “putting  the 
connection  back  together  again.” 

The  Rev.  Judy  Weidman,  who 
took  the  reins  of  UMCom  in 
July,  made  her  comments  in  a 
keynote  speech  to  her  agency’s 
annual  meeting  Oct.  13-15 
against  the  backdrop  of  a  recent 
survey  showing  that: 

■  Only  4  percent  of  members 
understand  how  general  church 
funds  are  spent; 

■  Only  37  percent  think  the  de¬ 
nomination  understands  the  eco¬ 
nomic  crunch  faced  by  local 
churches  and  annual  conferences; 

■  Only  12  percent  think  church¬ 
wide  agencies  cut  outdated  pro¬ 
grams  before  starting  new  ones; 

■  Less  than  27  percent  believe 
churchwide  funds  are  explained  in 
plain  language  that  can  be  under¬ 
stood  by  people  in  the  pews. 

Ms.  Weidman  said  that  since 
her  election,  UMCom  has  re¬ 
sponded  to  two  priorities  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  commission  — 
greater  “visibility”  for  the  de¬ 
nomination  and  raising  money 
for  churchwide  programs  and 
special  funds. 

To  address  those  concerns,  she 
said,  a  Boston  public  relations 
firm  has  been  hired  to  place 
United  Methodist  spokespersons 


in  the  media  and  shifts  have  been 
made  toward  a  new  approach  to 
promote  churchwide  funds. 

“It  isn’t  enough  just  to  explain 
the  bureaucratic  details  of  each 
agency’s  program,”  she  said. 
“Our  own  research  tells  us  we 
must  produce  materials  that  so 
inspire  our  people  with  stories  of 
the  enormous  good  we  do  at 
home  and  around  the  globe  that 
they  will  again  want  to  be  a  part 
of  such  a  connection.” 

She  also  said  the  agency  will 
continue  to  explore  why  and  how 
the  church  should  be  involved  in 
TV  and  cable.  Production  of  the 
weekly  cable  program,  “Catch 
the  Spirit,”  was  canceled  in  De¬ 
cember. 

Among  speakers  at  UMCom’s 
meeting  was  Stewart  M.  Hoover, 
a  faculty  member  in  the  School 
of  Journalism  and  Mass  Media  at 
the  University  of  Colorado, 
Boulder. 

Dr.  Hoover,  who  has  done  ex¬ 
tensive  research  on  religious 
news  coverage  by  the  media  and 
what  people  think  of  such  cover¬ 
age,  said  the  church  must  "re¬ 
think  its  communications 
strategy  from  top  to  bottom.” 

The  church,  which  is  no  longer 
treated  with  deference,  must  sub¬ 
mit  itself  to  the  same  “rule  of  the 
games”  as  other  institutions  in 
the  public  environment,  he  said. 
These  include  “visibility” — a 
presence  in  the  media  that 
“makes  sense,”  and  provides 
“reasonable  or  plausible”  expla¬ 
nations  of  reality. 
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Alaska  Orthodox  get 
cathedral  and  saint 


UMR  rut  PHOTO 


An  Orthodox  woman  lights  a  candle  as  a  symbol  of  her  prayers  to 
Saint  Mary  depicted  in  an  icon  with  the  infant  Jesus. 


Religious  News  Service 

ANCHORAGE,  Ala.— The  Or¬ 
thodox  Church  in  America  marked 
two  historic  events  in  Anchorage  on 
Oct.  15,  canonizing  a  native  Alas¬ 
kan  saint  and  consecrating  the  new 
Cathedral  of  Saint  Innocent. 

The  Rev.  Jacob  Netsvetov,  bom 
to  a  Russian  immigrant  father  and 
an  Aleut  mother  on  Atka  Island  in 
1802,  will  join  the  ranks  of  saints  of 
the  Orthodox  Church. 

An  offshoot  of  the  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church,  the  Orthodox  Church  of 
America  came  to  Alaska  in  1794 
with  the  first  Russian  explorers.  It 
was  granted  independence  from  its 
mother  church  in  1970. 

An  Orthodox  priest,  Father  Nets¬ 
vetov — known  to  those  who  revere 
him  as  Father  Yakov — traversed 
the  Alaskan  wilderness,  baptizing 
converts,  solemnizing  marriages, 
tending  to  the  sick  and  burying  the 
dead.  He  is  the  first  Alaskan  priest 
to  be  recognized  as  saint  in  the  Or¬ 
thodox  Church. 

“There  probably  isn’t  anyone  else 
in  Alaska  who  baptized  as  many 
people  as  Father  Yakov  did,”  said 
the  Rev.  Nicholas  Molodyko-Har- 
ris,  dean  of  the  new  Cathedral  of  St. 


" There  probably  isn't 
anyone  else  in  Alaska 
who  baptized  as  many 
people  as  Father  Yakov 
did." 

— The  Rev.  Nicholas 
Molodyko-Harris 

Innocent.“He  became  an  apostle  to 
all  Alaskan  native  people.” 

The  cathedral,  with  12  blue 
domes  topped  with  gold  crosses,  is  a 
dramatic  new  element  in  the  skyline 
of  suburban  Anchorage  and  a  focal 
point  for  the  20,000  members  of  the 
Orthodox  Diocese  of  Alaska. 

The  cathedral  will  be  consecrated 
at  the  same  time  Father  Yakov  is 
canonized. 

The  Orthodox  way  of  proclaim¬ 
ing  saints  differs  significantly  from 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  which 
requires  proof  of  miracles  per¬ 
formed  as  a  result  of  heavenly  inter¬ 
vention  by  the  saint,  according  to 
Father  Molodyko-Harris. 

“Orthodoxy  does  not  require  mir¬ 
acles,”  he  said.  “Father  Yakov’s  life 
was  very  obscure.  He  made  tremen¬ 
dous  sacrifices  and  he  suffered  like 


Job  of  the  Old  Testament.  His  wife 
died  when  he  was  30,  his  house 
burned  down,  his  father  died.  But 


no  matter  what  his  difficulties,  he 
cried  out  like  Job,  ‘Bless  thee,  Oh 
God,  for  everything.’  ” 


Commandment-breakers:  5  crummy  movies 


By  RON  SALFEN 

Not  that  I’d  recommend  it,  but  if 
you’re  in  the  mood  for  one  or  more 
crummy  movies  during  the  pre¬ 
holiday  weeks,  here  are  some  to 
consider. 

Stealing  and  murder: 

Natural  Born  Killers  is  intense  in 
the  extreme,  even  disturbing  in  its 
callow  disregard  for  other  people’s 
feelings,  property,  life  and,  most  im¬ 
portantly,  value  as  persons.  Evil  is 
personified  not  as  hate  but  as  cold¬ 
blooded  wickedness  (Genesis  6:5). 

Coveting  and  adultery: 

Milk  Money  is  vacuous  in  its  en¬ 
tirety,  starting  with  its  hooker-with- 
a-heart-of-gold  premise  and  ending 
with  an  unlikely  happily-ever-after 
romance  ( 1  Corinthians  6: 1 5). 


The  Good  News  here  is  that  any¬ 
body’s  life  can  be  redeemed  with  a 
little  acceptance,  a  little  give  and  a 
lot  of  love. 

False  witness: 

Trial  By  Jury  is  the  old  story  of  a 
mob  trial  in  which  one  of  the  jurors 
is  threatened. 

She  lies  about  her  true  convic¬ 
tions  and  hangs  the  jury  instead  of 
the  defendant  but  then  exacts  her 
own  revenge  for  the  way  that  partic¬ 
ipating  in  evil  changed  her  (Ro¬ 
mans  6:16). 

Bad  acting,  bad  characters,  no  he¬ 
roes  and  no  redemption. 

No  sabbath: 

Barcelona  is  a  movie  where  no¬ 
body  has  any  religion,  save  perhaps 


for  an  overweening  sense  of  hip, 
and  therefore  there  is  no  sabbath, 
no  grace  and  no  salvation  from 
themselves. 

Left  utterly  to  their  own  devices, 
the  characters  are  foolish,  led 
astray,  slaves  to  various  passions 
and  pleasures  and  passing  their 
days  in  malice  and  envy,  hating  one 
another  (Titus  3:3). 

At  least  with  a  sabbath  they 
would  get  a  rest  from  their  own 
overbearing  self-importance. 


In  Time  Cop,  the  premise  is  time 
travel,  and  the  icon  is  greed. 

If  you  could  go  back  in  time, 
when  and  where  would  you  go? 
Which  Bible  character  would  you 
want  to  meet? 

Because  of  their  un-original  sin, 
the  characters  in  this  movie  want  to 
go  back  only  for  self-aggrandize¬ 
ment,  so  what  could  be  a  tree  of 
knowledge  turns  into  the  forbidden 
fruit,  which  makes  all  who  partake 
into  fallen  creatures  (Genesis  3). 
Like  the  Tempter,  this  offering  is 
fast,  slick,  confusing  and  beguiling. 

Mr.  Sa/fen  is  pastor  of  Nesha- 
miny-War-wick  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Hartsville,  Pa.  and  a  frequent  re¬ 
viewer  of  films  and  videos  for  the 
Reporter. 


Churches  slow  with  contributions  for 
World  Council  of  Churches  overhead  costs 


DELICIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

GENEVA,  Switzerland — This  is  the  headquarters  building  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  in  Geneva. 


By  EDMUND  DOOGUE 

Ecumenical  New,  International 

GENEVA — The  World  Council 
of  Churches  (WCC),  the  main  inter¬ 
national,  interdenominational  co¬ 
operative  body  of  churches,  is  fac¬ 
ing  a  growing  problem  because 
many  of  its  324  member  churches 
are  apparently  reluctant  to  fund  the 
council’s  basic  costs  sufficiently. 

The  WCC  director  of  income  co¬ 
ordination  and  development,  Gun¬ 
ter  Rath,  said  that  he  found  in 
raising  funds  for  the  council  that 
partners  often  seemed  more  eager 
to  fund  aid  or  particular  programs 
of  the  council  than  to  help  pay  the 
council’s  ongoing  costs. 

But  people  should  be  aware,  Mr. 
Rath  said,  that  “you  can’t  run  the 
WCC  if  you  give  money  to  projects 
but  give  no  money  to  finance  its  ad¬ 
ministration,  its  governing  bodies 
and  general  secretariat.” 

Giving  to  undesignated  funds 

Increasingly,  he  said,  the  problem 
in  raising  funds  for  the  council  was 
to  get  member  denominations  to 
give  undesignated  funds — not  tied 
to  any  particular  purpose — rather 
than  designated  funds.  Undesignat¬ 
ed  funds  allow  the  council  to  allo¬ 
cate  them  according  to  priorities 
and  needs. 

The  main  source  of  undesignated 
funds  is  annual  denominational 
membership  contributions. 

Membership  contributions  which 
the  council  requests  from  churches 
are  based  on  a  “giving  index”  which 
takes  into  consideration  the  gross 
national  product  or  national  wealth 
of  the  country  in  which  the  church 
is  located  and  the  size  of  the  mem¬ 
ber  denomination. 

Mr.  Rath  said  he  hoped  that  by 
the  turn  of  the  century,  member 
churches  would  give  an  annual  total 
of$13.3  million. 

Mr.  Rath  described  WCC-mem- 
ber  churches’  international  involve¬ 
ment  as  “a  series  of  lifelines — 
spiritual,  material  and  monetary — 


which  are  being  thrown  to  churches, 
including  those  in  developing  coun¬ 
tries. 

“The  council  is  at  the  center  of 
this  system  of  lifelines.  The  unique¬ 
ness  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  is  its  role  as  guardian  over 
these  ecumenical  lifelines.” 

Mr.  Rath  added  that  such  a  role 
could  not  be  maintained  if  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  costs  of  the  council 
were  not  paid. 

Biggest  anxiety 

According  to  the  WCC’s  1993  fi¬ 
nancial  report,  released  recently, 
the  level  of  undesignated  member¬ 
ship  contributions  is  the  council’s 
biggest  anxiety. 

The  report  says  those  contribu¬ 
tions  have  been  declining  in  real 
terms  for  over  20  years  and  have 


stagnated  for  the  last  10  years,  be¬ 
ing  $8.5  million  in  1984  and  $8.84 
million  in  1993. 

“Inflation  in  Switzerland  over 
that  period  has  been  on  the  order  of 
40  percent  so  that  there  has  been  a 
decline  in  income  from  the 
churches  in  real  terms  of  a  signifi¬ 
cant  amount,”  the  report  continues. 

“This  will  inevitably  mean  that 
the  council’s  central  services  will 
have  to  be  gradually  reduced  unless 
the  drain  on  resources  can  be  as¬ 
suaged,”  Mr.  Rath  said. 

“Seen  against  a  total  ‘turnover’  of 
100  million  Swiss  francs  ($133  mil¬ 
lion)  a  year,  this  seems  a  tiny  pro¬ 
portion,  yet  it  is  crucial  in  order  to 
maintain  certain  very  important 
sections  of  the  council’s  work.” 

Mr.  Rath  told  Ecumenical  News 
International  that  the  World  Coun- 


"This  will  inevitably 
mean  that  the  central 
services  of  the  council 
will  have  to  be  gradually 
reduced  unless  the  drain 
on  resources  can  be 
assuaged." 

— Gunter  Rath 


cil  of  Churches  had  established  new 
systems  to  collect  contributions. 

“From  the  end  of  1993,  we  imple¬ 
mented  a  systematic  approach  to  re¬ 
mind  churches  of  their  dues,  and  we 
started  putting  concrete  suggestions 
as  to  how  much  we  expected,”  Mr. 
Rath  said. 

The  council  also  recently  asked 
its  324  member  churches  to  begin 
considering  their  contributions  to 
the  estimated  12  million  Swiss 
franc  (US  $9  million)  budget  for  the 
next  WCC  general  assembly  in  Har¬ 
are,  Zimbabwe,  in  1998. 

The  Harare  assembly  will  be  the 
eighth  held  by  the  council  and  will 
mark  its  50th  anniversary.  The  first 
assembly  was  held  in  Amsterdam  in 
1948. 

“We  are  trying  to  keep  the  budget 
at  the  same  level  as  the  seventh  as¬ 
sembly  [in  Canberra  in  1991]  but 
we  have  to  take  account  of  the  infla¬ 
tion  factor,”  Mr.  Rath  said. 

“For  the  seven  years  since  the 
Canberra  assembly,  we  have  had  to 
bear  30  to  35  percent  inflation.  So 
we  have,  in  fact,  reduced  the  bud¬ 
get.  And  it  may  have  to  come  down 
even  further.  We  have,  of  course, 
taken  into  account  the  declining 
economic  status  of  some  of  our 
member  churches.” 

The  council  has  asked  churches 
to  suggest  church  funds,  founda¬ 
tions  and  private  individuals  who 
could  be  invited  to  help  fund  travel 
costs  of  delegates  to  the  assembly, 
as  well  as  attendance  by  women, 
young  people  and  journalists  from 
developing  countries. 


Book  adds  support  for 
ordained  ministry  as  career 
young  people  can  consider 


By  CARTER  ASKREN 
Duke  University  News 

DURHAM.  N.C. — After  years  of 
apathy  or  outright  discouragement, 
it’s  time  for  mainline  Protestantism 
to  begin  to  encourage  people  con¬ 
sidering  the  ordained  ministry  as  a 
career,  says  the  Rev.  Dennis  M. 
Campbell,  dean  of  Duke  University 
Divinity  School. 

In  his  latest  book,  Who  Will  Go 
For  Us?:  An  Invitation  to  Ordained 
Ministry  (Abingdon  Press,  1994), 
Dr.  Campbell,  a  United  Methodist, 
argues  that  ordained  ministry 
should  be  considered  “a  gift  from 
God,  a  great  calling  and  a  marvel¬ 
ous  way  to  live  one’s  life.” 

Apathy,  suspicion 

Dr.  Campbell  attributes  the  apa¬ 
thy  toward  ordained  ministry  to  an 
“overabundance  of  clergy,  a  grow¬ 
ing  suspicion  of  institutional  efforts 
to  identify  what  is  intended  to  be 
‘God’s  calling,’  and  society’s  disen¬ 
chantment  with  the  role  of  clergy. 

“American 
clergy  enjoyed  a 
prestige  un¬ 
matched  by  oth¬ 
er  professions 
until  the  early 
20th  century. 

But  with  the 
growth  of  mod¬ 
ern  science,  an 
increased  cultur¬ 
al  pluralism  and 
a  general  distrust 
of  institutions 
and  established 
values  in  the  ’60s 
and  ’70s  and  the 
increased  materi¬ 
alism  of  the  ’80s, 
the  pastorate  has 
become  less  and 
less  valued  by 
the  general  culture.” 

As  a  consequence,  he  added,  few¬ 
er  young  people  have  been  encour¬ 
aged  to  consider  the  ordained 
ministry  as  a  career. 

“Many  churches  encouraged  stu¬ 
dents  to  work  for  several  years  be¬ 
fore  enrolling  in  seminary,  thereby 
increasing  the  age  of  theological  stu¬ 
dents,"’  he  said. 

“It  is  my  hope  that  more  and 
more  young  people  will  consider  the 
ordained  ministry  for  their  life’s 
work.” 

In  the  book,  Dr.  Campbell  chal¬ 
lenges  readers  to  re-think  not  just 
their  perception  of  the  ordained 
ministry  but  also  of  higher  educa¬ 
tion  and  the  general  purpose  of  a 
career. 


Book  Review 

"It  is  my  hope  that 
more  and  more  young 
people  will  consider  the 
ordained  ministry  for 
their  life's  work." 

— Dennis  M.  Campbell 


“Higher  education’s  purpose  and 
career  choice  cannot  be  divorced 
from  the  Christian  understanding 
that  what  we  do  with  our  lives  is 
seen  not  just  in  terms  of  jobs  and 
careers  but  in  terms  of  a  total  pic¬ 
ture  of  commitment  and  service,” 
he  said. 

“If  the  purpose  of  higher  educa¬ 
tion  is  primarily  a  ‘ticket  to  wealth,’ 
then  we  are  truly  impoverished  in 
our  thinking,”  said  Dr.  Campbell, 
who  has  written  extensively  on  eth¬ 
ics  in  the  professions. 

“The  question  of  what  one  will 
do  with  one’s 
life,  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  asserts, 
must  be  an¬ 
swered  in  terms 
of  a  whole  life  of 
service — what 
Christians  call 
‘vocation.’  All 
Christians  are 
called  to  a  voca¬ 
tion,  and  some 
are  called  to  the 
particular  full¬ 
time  vocation  of 
preaching  God’s 
Word  and  ad¬ 
ministering  the 
Sacraments.” 

In  Who  Will 
Go  For  Us?  Dr. 
Campbell  de¬ 
fines  the  ordained  ministry  from  an 
ecumenical  perspective,  focusing  on 
the  pastor’s  responsibilities. 

Service  in  the  name  of  Christ 

He  characterizes  the  ordained 
ministry  as  “servant  leadership  in 
which  the  pastor  enables  congrega¬ 
tions  to  live  lives  of  service  in  the 
name  of  Christ”  and  addresses  po¬ 
tential  seminarians’  questions  on  fi¬ 
nance.  age,  privacy,  sexuality  and 
family  life. 

While  Dr.  Campbell’s  description 
of  the  nature  of  the  ordained  minis¬ 
ter’s  work  and  its  attendant  respon¬ 
sibilities  and  sacrifices  is  a  direct 
and  serious  one,  he  also  points  out 
the  joys  of  the  life  which  “surpass 
its  financial  remuneration”  and  are 
of  “eternal  significance.” 


An  Invitation  to 
Ordained 

_ Ministry _ 

WHO 

WILL  GO 
FOR 

is 

? 

DENNIS  M* CAMPBELL 


Several  big  fish  tales  lie 
behind  this  hymn's  author 


Lead  me,  Lord,  lead  me  in  thy 

righteousness; 

Make  thy  way  plain  before  my  face. 
For  it  is  thou.  Lord,  thou  Lord  only, 
That  makest  me  dwell  in  safety. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  text  is  a  composite  of  lines 
from  Psalms  5:8  and  4:8,  selected 
by  Samuel  Sebastian  Wesley  when 
he  composed  the  music  for  this  con¬ 
cluding  section  of  a  choral  work  ti¬ 
tled  “Praise  the  Lord,  O  My  Soul.” 

The  choral  work  was  written  in 
1861  for  the  new  organ  installed  by 
Holy  Trinity  Church  in  Winchester, 
England,  where  Wesley  was  organist 
for  1 6  years. 

Wesley  was  the  son  of  Samuel 
Wesley  and  the  grandson  of  Charles 
Wesley,  the  hymn  writer.  Samuel 
Wesley  became  an  outstanding  or¬ 
ganist  greatly  interested  in  the  mu¬ 
sic  of  J.  S.  Bach  at  a  time  when  this 
music  was  largely  unknown. 

Samuel  Sebastian  Wesley,  who 
became  a  noted  composer  and  or¬ 
ganist,  was  very  fond  of  fishing. 
Several  apocryphal  stories  tell  of  his 
involvement  in  this  activity,  one  of 


History 
of  Hymns 

which  is  as  follows: 

He  had  been  invited  to  dedicate  a 
new  church  organ  in  a  distant  town. 
Accompanied  by  his  young  assis¬ 
tant,  he  began  his  journey. 

On  the  way  they  crossed  a  bridge 
over  a  beautiful  stream.  Wesley 
stopped  the  carriage,  got  out  and 
surveyed  the  situation. 

Unable  to  resist  the  temptation  he 
faced,  he  removed  his  fishing  equip¬ 
ment  from  the  carriage.  Then  he  in¬ 
structed  his  young  assistant  to 
proceed  on  without  him,  to  play  the 
organ  dedication  and  tell  the  congre¬ 
gation  that  he  had  been  detained  by 
circumstances  beyond  his  control. 

Wesley  composed  a  number  of 
hymn  tunes,  the  most  familiar  of 
which  is  Aurelia,  the  tune  used  for 
singing  The  Church’s  One  Founda¬ 
tion. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"I  Surrender  All" 
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METHODIST  WELLNESS  WALKWAY  BRICK  ORDER  FORM 


Marian  Eggerton,  chair  of  the  board,  Pendleton  Memorial  Method¬ 
ist  Hospital,  and  Fred  Young  Jr.,  president,  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital,  display  a  brick  for  the  Methodist  Wellness 
Walkway  in  front  of  the  construction  of  the  hospital's  new  East 
Tower. 

Methodist  Wellness  Walkway 

During  the  past  year  our  national  leaders  have  focused  their  attention  on 
improving  the  American  health-care  system.  The  desire  to  continually  im¬ 
prove  our  health-care  delivery  system  is  nothing  new  at  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  of  New  Orleans.  In  fact,  we  are  currently  undergoing  a  $21  million 
comprehensive  renovation  project.  The  project  includes  the  construction 
of  a  1 3 1 ,000  square-foot  East  Tower  addition,  site  improvements  and  capi¬ 
tal  equipment  acquisitions  to  meet  the  ever-changing  technological  de¬ 
mands  of  today’s  health-care  environment. 


A  very  special  component  of  the  renovation  project  is  the  Methodist 
Wellness  Walkway.  The  walkway  will  be  composed  of  inscribed  bricks  that 
will  welcome  patients  and  visitors  to  the  newly  constructed  and  landscaped 
hospital  entrance. 


YOUR  NAME  HERE 


You  can  be  a  part  of  this  exciting  chapter  in  the  hospital’s  history  by 
purchasing  a  4"  by  8''  brick  engraved  with  your  name,  the  name  of  a  family 
member  or  friend,  or  in  honor  or  memory  of  a  loved  one.  Engraved  bricks 
are  also  wonderful  gifts  to  commemorate  a  special  occasion,  such  as  a 
birthday,  birth  of  a  child,  Christmas  or  an  anniversary. 


Your  Company 
Name  Here  >>->>> 


Churches,  clubs  organizations  and  businesses  may  also  participate  in 
this  program  by  engraving  their  official  name  and  logo  on  an  8"  by  8"  busi¬ 
ness-size  brick.  These  bricks  offer  cost-efficient,  permanent  advertising.  The 
Methodist  Wellness  Walkway,  positioned  in  a  prominent  area  of  the  hospi¬ 
tal,  will  be  a  timeless  display  of  the  special  people  who  support  United  Meth¬ 
odism  and  the  Methodist  Hospital. 


The  contribution  levels  for  the  4"  by  8"  individual  bricks  are  $50  for  the 
first  brick  and  $25  for  additional  bricks.  The  business-size  8"  by  8"  bricks 
with  a  church,  business  or  group’s  name  and  logo  are  $200  or  $  1 50  without 
the  logo.  Each  brick  may  have  two  lines  of  type  with  18  characters  and 
spaces  per  line. 


YES!  I  would  like  to  be  part  of  Methodist  history.  Please  reserve  my  personalized  brtck(s)  as  follows: 

I.  INDIVIDUAL/FAMILY  BRICKS  (4"  x  8") 

First  brick  Quantity: _  @  $50  each  =  $ _ 

Additional  individual! family  bricks  art  available  at  a  discounted  price  of  $30! 

Discounted  brick(s)  Quantity: _  @  $30  each  =  $ _ 

II.  BUSINESS  BRICKS  (8"  x  8") 

With  Company  Logo  Quantity: _  @  $200  each  =  $ _ 

(ENCLOSE  CAMERA  READY  COPY  OF  LOGO  WITH  ORDER) 

Without  Company  logo  Quantity: _  @  $150  each  =  $ _ 

TOTAL  =  $ _ 

Please  make  checks  payable  to:  Methodist  Health  System  Foundation.  Inc.  Contributions  are  tax- 
deductible  to  the  extent  the  law  allows. 

PLEASE  TYPE  OR  PRINT  LEGIBLY: 

Name _ 

Address  _ _ _ 

City.  State,  Zip _ _ _ _ _ 

Daytime  phone_ _ _ _ 


Complete  order  form  and  mail  to:  Methodist  Wellness  Walkway 

Methodist  Health  System  Foundation.  Inc. 
9830  Lake  Forest  Blvd.,  Suite  113 
New  Orleans.  LA  70127 


For  questions  or  further  information,  please  call  the  Development  Office  at  504-244-5950. 


ENGRAVING  INFORMATION 

Only  one  character  (letter,  number  or  punctuation  mark)  or  space  per  block.  Position  or  center  your  name 
or  message  exactly  as  you  want  it  to  appear  on  your  brick.  Each  brick  can  have  two  (2)  lines  with  eighteen 
(18)  characters  per  line.  (ALL  LETTERS  ARE  CAPITAL) 


BRICK  H\ 


HONOR\MEMORIAL  NOTIFICATION  INFORMATION 

Please  provide  the  following  information  if  you  would  like  to  inform  someone  of  your  gift  "In  Honor  Of 
or  "In  Memory  Of'  an  individual. 

Name  of  Person  to  be  notified _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Add  ress _ _ _ 

City.  State.  Zip - - - - — 

Bnck  is  "In  Honor  OP': _  £S  Brick  is  "In  Memory  Of": _ 

Please  Note:  Bricks  will  not  read  "In  Honor  Of  or  "In  Memory  Of'  unless  specified  as  part  of  the  18 
characters  per  line. 

•To  order  more  than  two  bncks  or  request  additional  acknowledgements,  please  print  information  for  each 
on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  and  enclose  with  your  order 


Each  order  will  be  acknowledged  with  an  owner’s  certificate  that  is-suit- 
able  for  framing.  Brick  orders  that  are  placed  before  March  1,  1995  will  be 
presented  at  a  ceremony  in  the  early  summer.  All  brick  owners,  along  with 
friends  and  family  who  have  bricks,  will  be  invited  to  come  to  the  hospital 
and  see  where  their  bricks  are  located! 

Your  support,  along  with  our  continued  commitment  to  quality  health¬ 
care,  will  truly  pave  the  way  to  wellness! 
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People  of  faith 
as 

dream  keepers 

Bishop  William  Oden 

Brazilian  theologian,  Father  Leonardo  Boff,  is  a  Franciscan  priest 
who  was  ousted  as  editor  of  the  magazine,  Vozes,  and  ordered  to  refrain 
from  publishing  his  theological  views  for  one  year. 

Father  Boff  is  a  trouble-making  revolutionary.  I  want  to  quote  some 
of  his  words  and  1  urge  you  to  read  them  carefully  to  see  if  you  agree 
with  me. 

A  society  that  lacks  people  of  vision  is  a  society  certain  of  its 
end.  Perhaps  the  crisis  in  our  country,  in  the  world  today,  is  a  re¬ 
sult  of  a  lack  of  dreams  ...  to  open  our  minds,  to  strengthen  our 
hearts  and  to  employ  new  energies  to  change  our  society. 

In  reality,  religions  are  the  dream-keepers.  In  situations  of  crises 
and  the  breakdown  of  culture,  religion  guides  reality  in  new  direc¬ 
tions  pulling  it  forward  . . . 

Today  ...  it  is  the  religious  and  the  mystic  that  represent  the 
most  profound  strata  of  the  world,  in  spiritual  culture  and  in  civili¬ 
zation. 

This  is  why  religion  is  called  hope . . . 

The  return  of  religion  today  is  through  the  experiential.  People 
do  not  listen  to  the  theologians  to  find  religious  meaning,  or  to 
priests  tied  to  old  experiences,  buried  in  religious  institutions. 

There  is  a  return  of  those  who  say,  “I  experienced  the  Divine  be¬ 
cause  I  live.  I  live  in  its  dream,  in  its  vision,  and  this  experience 
brings  me  back  to  life  . . 

This  is  religion  today.  It  comes  at  the  end  of  modernism  to  usher 
in  a  new  era  where  there  is  a  universal  citizenry.  Not  only  are  we 
citizens  from  east  and  west,  but  also  citizens  of  nature,  because 
these  new  citizens  are  also  the  rocks,  the  trees,  the  mountains,  the 
animals  and  the  stars  . . . 

Today,  we  face  the  important  challenge  of  bringing  humanity 
and  spirituality  together,  to  show  that  humans  are  not  enemies  of 
the  earth  and  God  is  not  an  enemy  of  the  world  —  that,  in  fact,  the 
world  is  in  God  and  of  God  . . .  and  the  world  is  the  temple  of  the 
spirit  and  the  spirit  passes  through  the  people,  through  the  human 
heart,  moving  into  a  deeper  and  more  profound  communion. 


Yes,  there  is  no  doubt  that  Father  Boff  is  dangerous.  In  fact,  another 
person  who  was  thought  to  be  dangerous  was  crucified  2,000  years  ago, 
but  crucifixion  has  never  been  able  to  kill  truth. 


It  only  took  10  members  to  plan  this  rummage  sale  on  the  grounds 
of  Ida-Rodessa  UMC  this  fall.  The  annual  sale  of  items  priced  at  10 
and  25  cents  resulted  in  proceeds  of  $500  to  be  used  for  mission 
giving.  Sponsoring  the  sale  was  the  Ida-Rodessa  United  Methodist 
Women. 


Dr.  Richard  Stiltner,  pastor  UM  Church  of  the  Covenant  in  La¬ 
fayette,  assists  in  planting  a  tree  on  the  church  grounds.  The  tree 
was  planted  recently  to  symbolize  the  church's  VISION  2000  em¬ 
phasis  on  nurturing  during  1994.  The  congregation  has  exceeded  its 
goal  of  holding  five  new  Bible  studies  this  year.  In  August  an  eve¬ 
ning  Bible  school  for  families  was  held. 


Never  a  dull  moment  at  Dulac  Cooperative  Ministries.  "Mr  Rock" 
Rockholt  and  Jamie  Lovell,  ABOVE,  supervise  the  unloading  of  edu¬ 
cational  supplies  including  computers,  books  and  materials  for  the 
Nicholls  State  University  courses  being  held  there.  Eighteen¬ 
wheeler  loads  of  supplies  have  been  moved  to  Dulac  by  Source  In¬ 
ternational  Inc.,  owned  by  Stan  and  Don  Morgan,  who  donated 
their  resources.  Rev.  Don  Morgan  is  director  of  Dulac  Cooperative 
Ministries. 


Grayson  UMC's  Fallfest  to  feature  four ' fs ' 


Fallfest  at  Grayson  UMC  in 
Monroe  District  will  be  a  day  of  fun, 
feasting,  fellowship  and  fabulous  craft 
things  to  buy.  Rev.  Lou  Ann  Hollis, 
pastor,  said.  Events  will  be  from  7 
a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Saturday,  Nov.  5. 


Church  members  have  been  busy 
making  food  —  gumbo,  red  beans 
and  rice  and  cakes  —  and  crafts. 

Rummage  sale,  games  and  prizes, 
music  and  an  auction  will  provide  a 
celebration  for  the  community. 
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South  Louisiana's  Sager-Brown  Center  for  Ministries 
becomes  only  UM-based  UMCOR  Depot  in  US 


BY  DOTTY  BAGBEY 

Editor 

Sager-Brown  Center  for  Enabling  Ministries  in  Baldwin  is  in  the  process 
of  officially  becoming  the  only  UM-based  UMCOR  (United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief)  Disaster  Response  Depot  in  the  United  States,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Wendy  Whiteside,  UMCOR  communications  consultant.  Sarah 
Schoeffier,  Sager-Brown  director,  reports  that  the  first  major  project  will 
begin  on  Monday  Nov.  7,  and  will  aid  victims  of  widespread  flooding  in  our 
neighboring  state  of  Texas.  “In  the  future  if  we  send  a  food  lift  to  Russia  or 


elsewhere,  it  will  come  through  here,”  Schoeffier  added. 


This  coming  week,  the  center  in 
Baldwin,  as  a  nationwide  staging 
place  for  disaster  relief,  will  begin 
to  receive  material  goods  from  the 
central,  eastern  and  southern  parts 
of  the  United  States.  These  items 
will  be  sorted,  processed  and  dis¬ 
tributed  from  Sager-Brown  to  vary 
ous  points  as  needed. 

The  arriving  UMCOR  teams  will 
use  the  existing  buildings.  However, 
later  this  month,  UMCOR  officials 
will  meet  with  Conference  di- 


Sarah  Schoeffier 


saster-relief  com¬ 
mittees  and 
Sager-Brown 
board  members 
to  plan  for  con¬ 
struction  of  a 
huge  warehouse 
to  be  used  for 
storage  in  the  fu¬ 
ture,  Rev.  Leslie 
Akin,  CCOM  di¬ 
rector,  said.  UM¬ 


COR  will  supply  funds  for  its  con¬ 
struction. 


“As  we  help  the  neighboring  Tex¬ 
ans,  1  hope  that  our  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  the  biggest 
responder,  sending  supplies  and  lots 
of  volunteers  down  here  to  help” 
Schoeffier  said. 

The  need  is  great  since,  as  of 
press  time,  Susan  Cleveland  of  the 
UMCOR  Hotline,  reported  that 
13,858  families  in  33  counties  of 
Texas  had  been  affected.  There 
were  8,276  homes  destroyed  or  se¬ 
verely  damaged.  UMCOR  was  set¬ 
ting  up  an  emergency  response 
office  in  Houston  at  that  time. 

“Sager-Brown  was  selected  as  a 
permanent  storage  and  distribution 
point  because  of  its  access  to  ship¬ 
ping  lanes  and  other  transporta¬ 
tion,”  Whiteside  said. 

The  move  to  make  Sager-Brown  a 
nationwide  depot  has  been  in  the 
works  for  quite  some  time. 


Dr.  Randy  Nugent,  general  secre¬ 
tary,  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  and  Dr.  Kenneth  Lutgen, 
head  of  UMCOR,  have  both  been 
in  Louisiana  on  several  occasions 
since  Hurricane  Andrew.  They  have 
explored,  with  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  officials,  possibilities  of  Sager- 
Brown  as  a  continuing  facility  for 
disaster  relief  and  aid  to  persons  in 
poverty.  “We  have  some  good  his¬ 
tory  with  that  community,"  White- 
side  said,  speaking  for  UMCOR. 

In  June,  Dr.  Donald  Cottrill,  then 
executive  director  of  CCOM,  and 
Schoeffier  went  to  New  Windsor, 
Md.,  to  see  a  center  operated  by  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Sager- 
Brown’s  program  is  modeled  after 
that  depot.  UMCOR  will  continue 
to  direct  donated  material  goods 
from  the  northern  and  western 
states  to  that  ecumenical  center  in 
Maryland. 


UM  layperson  dies 
in  Texas  flooding 

George  Matlock,  62,  a  member  of 
St.  Paul’s  UMC,  in  Conroe,  Texas, 
was  among  12  people  who  died  as  a 
result  of  rtcord-breaking  floods  in 
our  neighboring  state. 

Matlock  drowned  when  his  van 
was  washed  off  the  road.  The  floods 
which  forced  many  Texans  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  state  from 
their  homes,  injured  many. 

Donations  for  food,  cleanup  mate¬ 
rials  and  emergency  aid  may  be 
made  through  any  local  UM  church 
to  the  UM  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  Advance  No.  901315-0. 

To  get  a  current  up-date  or  to  vol¬ 
unteer  to  work  in  Texas  call  the 
UMCOR  Hotline,  800-918-3100. 
Many  volunteer  teams  and  individ¬ 
uals  are  needed  to  work  at  Sager- 
Brown  (call  318-923-6238  and 
318-923-4339).  Cleaning  supplies 
(no  glass  bottles),  bed  linens,  towels 
and  paper  goods  may  be  taken 
there. 


Around  the  Conference 

Alexandria  District  Board  of  Laity 

plans  “Laity  in  Action”  a  lay  speak¬ 
er  training  session  for  Nov.  1 1-12  at 
First  UMC,  Alexandria.  Registra¬ 
tion  will  be  at  5  p.m.  on  the  first 
day  and  the  event  will  be  from  8 
a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  the  following  day. 
Leading  sessions  will  be  Nettie  Ma¬ 
rie  Williams,  Nancy  Wofford,  Jo¬ 
anne  White  and  Ray  McIntosh,  all 
of  Alexandria,  and  Sonny  Evans  of 
Natchitoches. 

Mayor  Ned  Randolph,  a  lay  per¬ 
son  in  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  will 
lead  the  worship  and  Dorman  Clay¬ 
ton  will  direct  the  Youth  Choir  of 
the  host  church  in  presentations. 

Mail  $15  registration  to  First 
UMC,  101  College  Blvd.,  Pineville, 
LA.  71360. 

•  •  * 

The  XYZ  Bazaar  will  be  held  Sat¬ 
urday,  Nov.  12,  at  First  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge.  Breakfast  will  be  served 
beginning  at  8:30  a.m.  and  a  lunch 
of  homemade  soup,  sandwiches  and 
desserts  will  be  served  beginning  at 
10:30  a.m. 

The  bazaar,  planned  by  seniors, 
has  been  held  for  over  30  years, 
Bobby  Potts  reports.  She  added, 
“The  China  Painters  have  been  dec¬ 
orating.  The  Mud  Hens  have  been 
painting.  The  Elves  made  tree  orna¬ 
ments  and  Quilters,  Knitters,  Cro- 
cheters,  Cooks  and  Needlers  have 
been  busy.  The  Jewelry  Counter 
and  Country  Store  are  ready.  Come! 
Shop!” 

Proceeds  are  used  to  buy  craft 
supplies  for  the  following  year. 

*  •  * 

Sunday  school  classes  at  First 
UMC,  Minden,  collected  informa¬ 
tion  and  recipes  from  missionaries 
around  the  world  for  a  Taste  of 
Mission  Fair  on  the  evening  of  Oct. 
23.  Materials  relating  to  mission 
work  of  the  UMC  were  displayed 
and  dishes  indigenous  to  the  coun- 
try  were  prepared  for  tasting  at  the 


Environmental  Justice/Survival  workshop  set 


“For  the  beauty  of  the  earth  . . . 
hill  and  vale  and  tree  and  flower  . . 
The  United  Methodist  Hymnal 

To  focus  on  ways  to  help  preserve 
God’s  gift  of  the  earth  and  all  its 
glory  and  to  seek  equity  in  issues  re¬ 
lated  to  our  environment,  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  will  sponsor  an  Envi¬ 
ronmental  Justice  and  Survival 
Workshop. 

Jaydee  Hanson,  assistant  general 
secretary,  Ministry  of  God’s  Cre¬ 
ation,  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  Washington,  DC,  will  be 
leader/consultant.  The  workshop  is 
to  be  held  at  First  UMC,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  on  Saturday,  Nov.  19,  begin¬ 
ning  with  registration  at  9  a.m. 

Theme  will  be  “The  Church’s  Re¬ 
sponse  to  Communities  Facing  En¬ 
vironmental  Problems." 

Hanson,  chair  of  the  stewardship 
committee  at  Dumbarton  UMC  in 
Washington,  DC,  is  a  geographer. 


Prior  to  begin¬ 
ning  his  work  for 
the  General 
Board  of  the 
UMC,  he  was  an 
international  af¬ 
fairs  specialist 
for  the  National 
Oceanic  and  At¬ 
mospheric  Ad¬ 
ministration  ,  ,  „ 

(NOAA).  laydee  Hanson 

Earlier  he  was  an  environmental 
policy  fellow  at  the  East-West  Cen¬ 
ter  in  Hawaii.  Hanson  speaks  Japa¬ 
nese  and  Chinese,  but  will  conduct 
the  workshop  in  English. 

Active  in  environmental  and  de¬ 
velopmental  organizations,  he  is 
past  president  of  the  Energy  Con¬ 
servation  Coalition  and  a  board 
member  of  the  National  Clean  Air 
Coalition.  He  also  is  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  US 
Citizens’  Network  for  United  Na¬ 
tions  Conference  on  Environment 
and  Development  (UNCED)  and  is 


a  member  of  the  US  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Eco-Justice 
Working  Group. 

In  addition  to  Hanson’s  com¬ 
ments,  local  church  and  district 
leaders  will  talk  about  programs 
and  projects.  Participating  in  the 
program  will  be:  Rev.  Richard 
Humphries,  chair,  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety;  Margie  R.  Morrish,  Alexandria 
District  president  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  and  lay  leader  of 
Trinity  UMC,  Alexandria;  Eloise 
Cox,  education  chair  of  the  District 
Council  on  Ministries  and  Sunday 
school  teacher  at  Nolley  Memorial 
UMC,  Jena. 

Also,  Lueburda  Meyers,  former 
lay  leader  of  St.  Paul’s  UMC, 
Shreveport;  Harold  Schoeffier,  con¬ 
servation  chair,  Delta  Chapter,  La¬ 
fayette,  and  Rev.  Jim  Wilson, 
campus  minister,  Northeast  Uni¬ 
versity,  Monroe. 

Registration  fee  is  $  1 0  which  may 
be  paid  at  the  event. 


In  Top  Photo,  FROM  LEFT,  Jim  Henry,  Jimmie  Parker  and  Willie 
Gros  have  a  time  of  fellowship  which  is  part  of  a  joint  Bible  study 
being  held  by  First  UMC  and  Roberts  UMC,  both  in  Denham 
Springs.  In  lower  photo,  Ida  Griffin  and  Coburn  Hood,  from  the  two 
congregations,  ponder  a  Biblical  passage. 

Why  Don't  My  Prayers  Get  Answered? 


1 000  Howard  Avenue 
Suite  1200 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70113 
(504)  523-3755 

.ouisiana 

Hispanic  and  English 
HIV/AIDS  training 

Regional  AIDS  Interfaith  Net¬ 
work,  RAIN,  has  planned  two  HIV/ 
AIDS  training  seminars,  one  His¬ 
panic  and  another  in  English,  titled, 
“AIDS:  What  Can  Our  Congrega¬ 
tion  Do?” 

Those  participating  will  be  told 
the  medical  facts  about  HIV/AIDS 
as  well  as  the  spiritual  and  psycho¬ 
social  dimensions  of  the  disease. 
They  will  meet  a  panel  of  people 
living  with  AIDS,  their  loved  ones 
and  caregivers.  Participants  will  ex¬ 
plore  a  proven  model  for  AIDS 
ministry  used  by  900  volunteers  on 
more  than  70  care  teams  from  16 
denominations  in  Louisiana. 

The  first  training  seminar  will  be 
held  Saturday,  Nov.  5,  at  St.  Luke 
the  Evangelist  Catholic  Church,  Sli¬ 
dell.  The  second  will  be  an  Hispanic 
training  with  the  program  being  pre¬ 
sented  entirely  in  Spanish.  It  is  set  for 
Saturday,  Nov.  19,  at  Ingelesia  De 
Dios  El  Milagro  in  New  Orleans. 
Both  will  be  from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

To  register  for  the  free  seminars 
or  for  more  information  call  RAIN, 
504-523-3755  (extension  2917).  In 
Baton  Rouge  call,  923-0075. 


ch"rch-wide  event. 

That  morning  at  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  DeHainaut, 

who  have  spent  years  in  missionary 
work  in  Latin  American  countries, 
spoke  to  the  congregation. 


“What  really  happens  when  I 
pray?  Is  anybody  listening?” 

Theologian  Richard  J.  Foster  will 
be  featured  on  a  TV  show,  When 
We  Pray,  Sunday,  Nov.  20,  from  7 
to  9  p.m.  on  the  Faith  and  Values 


Channel  (on  cable  stations). 

The  first  half-hour  will  focus  on 
the  subject  “Why  Don’t  My  Prayers 
Get  Answered?”  in  which  he  re¬ 
sponds  to  people  who  talk  about 
their  life  situations. 


2 _ Faith  forum 

The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith  has  role  in  life-or-death  choices 


A  proposal  facing  Oregon  voters  to 
legalize  physician-aided  suicide  poses 
a  concern  for  organized  religion. 

Voters  are  asked  to  respond  “yes” 
or  “no”  to  this  question:  “Shall  law 
allow  terminally  ill  adult  patients 
voluntary  informed  choice  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  physician’s  prescription  for 
drugs  to  end  life?” 

If  adopted,  the  law  would  permit 
a  person  to  obtain  a  lethal  dose  of 
drugs  if  he  or  she  has  been  diag¬ 
nosed  as  having  no  more  than  six 
months  to  live. 

Two  primary  conditions  would 
apply:  1 .  The  request  must  be  made 
three  times,  the  last,  in  writing;  and 
2.  Two  physicians  must  concur  re¬ 
garding  the  diagnosis  and  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  voluntary  informed 
consent  to  the  request. 

Although  pre-election  polls  in  Ore¬ 
gon  show  a  nearly  50-50  level  of  sup- 


Editorial 


port  for  the  proposal,  major 
organized  religious  groups  there 
strongly  oppose  it.  They  include  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  and  Ecumenical  Min¬ 
istries  of  Oregon,  a  broad-based 
agency  including  United  Methodists. 

According  to  Rodney  Page,  chief 
executive  of  Ecumenical  Ministries, 
religious  opposition  to  the  proposed 
law  has  two  primary  bases,  the  one 
theological,  the  other  procedural. 

Theologically,  opposition  to  the 
legalization  of  physician-assisted 
suicide  is  rooted  in  biblical  prohibi¬ 
tions  against  taking  human  life.  It’s 
also  grounded  in  traditional  belief 
that  God  intends  for  all  of  life,  in¬ 
cluding  difficult  experiences  of  dy¬ 
ing,  to  be  honored  as  sacred  (see 


related  FaithLine  below). 

Procedurally,  the  proposal  would 
become  law  without  being  subjected 
to  routine  legislative  processes  of 
negotiation  and  compromise.  As  a 
“citizen  initiative,"  it  is  placed  on 
the  ballot  and  voted  up  or  down  “as 
is.”  No  chance  exists  for  the  reli¬ 
gious  community  or  any  other  per¬ 
son  or  group  to  amend  or  shape  its 
contents. 

We  concur  with  both,  particularly 
the  latter. 

We  believe  it  is  irresponsible  for 
any  such  issue,  particularly  one  that 
involves  agonizing  moral  dilemmas 
such  as  terminally  ill  patients'  “right 
to  die,"  to  be  proposed  as  law  with¬ 
out  opportunity  for  input  by  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  traditional  religious 
traditions. 

Those  traditions  represent  hu¬ 
mankind’s  deepest  legacy  of  wres¬ 


tling  with  matters  of  life  and  death. 
To  preclude  them  from  helping  to 
shape  how  a  profoundly  moral 
choice  such  as  physician-aided  sui¬ 
cide  is  placed  on  the  ballot — or 
even  whether  the  question  should 
be  posed — robs  voters  of  a  chance 
to  make  sound  decisions. 

Win  or  lose  in  Oregon,  the  issue 
of  whether  terminally  ill  people 
should  have  legal  choices  for  ending 
their  lives  won’t  go  away.  We  in  the 
religious  community  should  proac¬ 
tively  see  to  it  that  our  voices  are 
heard  in  such  matters.  In  this  way 
we  can  work  with  others  to  shape 
responsible  public  policy  regarding 
decisions  of  life  and  death. 

Offering  a  word  from  God  about 
dealing  with  death — morally,  spiri¬ 
tually  and  legally — is  a  vital  exten¬ 
sion  of  any  ministry  that  proclaims 
God’s  truth  for  dealing  with  life. 


Luke  Fildes'  famous  painting  "The  Doctor"  recalls  a  time  when  society  wanted  life  preserved  at  any 
stage.  Now  voters  in  Oregon  are  being  asked  whether  terminally  ill  patients  should  be  allowed  to 
choose  physician-assisted  suicide,  but  the  balloting  process  lacks  input  from  the  religious  community 
(see  editorial  above  and  "FaithLine"  at  right). 


FaithLine 

What's  your  view 
on  suicide  for 
the  terminally  ill? 

"For  everything  there  is  a  season, 
and  a  time  for  every  matter  under 
heaven; 

a  time  to  be  born 

and  a  time  to  die.  "(Ecclesiastes  3:2) 

An  ecumenical  group  in  Oregon 
uses  this  Scripture  as  a  basis  for  its 
campaign  against  a  referendum 
measure  that  would  allow  terminal¬ 
ly  ill  people  to  seek  physician-assist¬ 
ed  suicide  by  lethal  drugs  (see 
related  editorial  above).  The  group 
contends  that  the  measure  would 
“disrupt  the  natural  season  and 
time  of  death”  as  implied  in  the  Old 
Testament  passage. 

Do  you  agree  with  this  view? 
Why  or  why  not? 

Send  your  responses  of  preferably 
no  more  than  50  words  to  “Dying,” 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266  or 
fax  them  to  214-630-0079.  EcuNet 
users  may  post  their  responses  to 
mailbox  UMR. 

Deadline  for  responses  is  Nov.  1 5. 


Just  as  in  dying,  our  church's  soul  moved  on 


By  PAULA  SYPTAK  PRICE 

In  September,  my  church  moved 
to  a  new  location  a  few  miles  down 
the  road.  Amid  the  sniffles  of  the 
last  service  in  the  old  place,  this 
transition,  from  church  building  to 
church  building,  reminded  me  of 
the  transitions  I  see  in  patients  as  a 
Hospice  volunteer. 

Hospice  is  a  philosophy  designed 
to  allow  terminally  ill  people  to  die 
comfortably  at  home.  Dying  at 
home,  or  anywhere,  is  truly  a  transi¬ 
tional  time. 

The  soul  of  a  person  prepares  to 
leave  its  earthly  body  and  go  to 
dwell  in  heaven.  The  congregation 
is  the  “soul”  of  the  church  “body.” 
We  were  preparing  to  leave  the  old 
body  and  move  to  the  new  one. 

The  Hospice  patient  first  accepts 
that  his  or  her  life  is  very  limited. 
Our  congregation  (with  our  church 
leaders)  could  see  that  we  were  out- 

BEYOND  BELIEF 


My  Witness 
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Price  is  a  member 
of  Alamo  Heights 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  San 
Antonio,  Texas 
(Southwest  Texas 
Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 


growing  the  church  that  had  been 
our  home  for  some  84  years.  We 
had  stood  unanimously  in  voting  to 
move.  Our  oldest  member  had 
stood  up  before  the  vote  was  taken 
and  said,  “My  parents  were  among 
the  original  members  of  this  church. 
If  they  were  still  here,  they  would 
have  said  that  there  comes  a  time  to 
move  on _ ”  No  regrets  here. 

When  the  stained  glass  windows 


were  removed  and  taken  to  the  new 
church,  the  replacing  clear  windows 
let  in  more  light  to  our  final  ser¬ 
vices.  They  gave  us  a  glimpse  of 
what  was  beyond  the  sanctuary 
walls.  Terminally  ill  patients  are  of¬ 
ten  enlightened  about  what  it  will 
be  like  on  the  other  side,  though 
some  would  call  such  enlightments 
“hallucinations.” 

At  the  final  service,  there  were 
tearful  words  of  sadness,  words  that 
recreated  poignant  memories  and 
words  that  encouraged  us  to  look 
forward  to  what  was  to  come.  We 
de-consecrated  the  grounds  in  a  cer¬ 
emony  and  deemed  it  fit  for  ordi¬ 
nary  use,  which  closed  the  door  to 
any  return.  Then  we  marched  out 
singing  “O  God,  Our  Help  in  Ages 
Past.”  Is  this  not  just  like  a  funeral? 

The  new  church  is  not  heaven, 
though  the  enormous  sanctuary  is 
overwhelmingly  inspiring.  The 
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smells  of  new  carpet  and  newly 
painted  walls  are  unfamiliar  and 
sterile.  I  had  enjoyed  the  smell  of 
ages  that  clung  to  the  walls  by  the 
Sunday  school  rooms  in  our  old 
church.  It  was  made  up  of  must  and 
dust,  years  of  cookies  and  coffee  and 
donuts,  perfume  and  after  shave,  and 
just  being  old,  I  guess.  But  it  was  a 
warm  comfortable,  human  smell,  like 
my  grandmother’s  house. 

Because  of  vacation,  I  was  not 
present  for  the  first  or  second  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  new  church.  When  I  did 
attend,  I  had  difficulty  understand¬ 
ing  the  minister’s  words.  From 
where  I  was  sitting  in  the  choir  loft, 
I  think  they  didn’t  have  the  speak¬ 
ers  turned  on  in  our  direction.  Ad¬ 
justments  will  have  to  be  made. 
When  a  Hospice  patient  gets  to 
heaven,  I  wonder  if  it  will  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  understand  God’s  voice  until 
he  or  she  gets  adjusted  to  hearing 
heavenly  sounds. 

But  just  like  heaven,  things  in  our 
new  church  will  work  out.  Just  like 
the  Hospice  patient,  our  soul  has 
passed.  And  it  will  become  a  joy  to 
extend  the  heavenly  love  in  this 
new  church  with  the  love  that  en¬ 
compassed  the  old  one. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following; 

“You  shall  love  the  Lord  your 
God  with  all  your  heart,  and  with 
all  your  soul,  and  with  all  your 
strength,  and  with  all  your  mind; 
and  your  neighbor  as  yourself.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer  John  13:35) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  6 

Sunday:  Psalms  127 
Monday;  Psalms  42 
Tuesday;  Ruth  3: 1-5 
Wednesday:  Ruth  4: 1 3-1 7 
Thursday:  Hebrews  9:24-26 
Friday:  Hebrews  9:27-28 
Saturday:  Mark  12:38-44 


NOVEMBER  4,  1994 


Our  voluntary  giving 
shows  mixed  results 


This  letter  is  in  reaction  to  Mor¬ 
ris  Mathis’  “Here  I  Stand”  article 
titled  “We  Should  Abandon  Re¬ 
quired  Giving”  (see  UMR,  Oct.  7). 

In  1992  the  Eastern  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Annual  Conference  adopted  a 
voluntary  plan  for  giving  to  the 
Connectional  Ministries  Fund  (ap¬ 
portionments)  whereby  each 
church  makes  a  pledge  rather  than 
receiving  a  figure  from  the  confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration. 

The  first  year  three  districts 
served  as  test  districts  for  the  new 
approach.  This  year  all  seven  dis¬ 
tricts  are  using  the  plan. 

Results  are  preliminary  and 
mixed.  Many  churches  have  wel¬ 
comed  the  opportunity  to  set  their 
own  amounts.  Not  surprisingly, 
some  have  seized  the  opportunity 
to  cut  back.  In  some  cases  this  is  in 
response  to  reality;  in  a  few,  alas, 
this  is  the  result  of  a  lack  of  under¬ 
standing  of  what  it  means  to  be  in 
a  covenantal,  connectional  rela¬ 
tionship  with  all  of  our  sister 
churches. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  be  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  task  force  that  developed 
the  voluntary  plan.  Early  on  we  rec¬ 
ognized  that  a  financial  problem  is 
at  heart  a  spiritual  problem. 

In  our  search  of  the  Scriptures 
we  came  upon  2  Corinthians  SH¬ 
IS.  This  passage  excited  me,  for  it 
is  the  connectional  system  at  work 
and  at  its  best.  I  commend  this 
Scripture  to  every  church  as  it 
considers  its  responsibility  to  con¬ 
nectional  ministries. 

Mary  B.  Schwer 
Quakertown,  Pennsylvania 

Rededicate  ourselves 

In  response  to  Morris  Mathis’ 
“Here  I  Stand,”  (see  UMR,  Oct. 
7),  I  believe  it  is  time  for  each  con¬ 
gregation  to  re-dedicate  itself  to 
the  purpose  and  needs  of  our  con¬ 
nectional  ministry. 

My  suggestion  is  to  request  an 
annual  gift  based  on  requested  ap¬ 
portionments  from  each  member 
along  with  a  signed  renewal  of 
church  vows.  The  church  secretary 
or  membership  secretary  would  sim¬ 
ply  mail  out  a  stamped-addressed 
envelope  with  an  amount  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  local  administrative 
council  each  year  along  with  a  re¬ 
newal  of  vows  statement.  If  the 
member  couldn’t  afford  the  suggest¬ 
ed  amount,  then  a  simple  statement 
to  this  effect  would  suffice. 

This  proposal  has  been  forward¬ 
ed  for  consideration  at  the  1996 
General  Conference  in  Denver. 
Let’s  get  with  the  giving  program! 

James  D.  Ragsdale 
Mabank,  Texas 

Outdated  and  unfair 

Regarding  the  article  on  appor¬ 
tionments  in  the  Oct.  7  issue,  we 
agree  heartily  with  Morris  Mathis’ 
ideas.  Apportionments  are  outdat¬ 
ed  and  an  unfair  proposition. 

We  travel  a  lot  and  meet  United 
Methodists  all  over.  They  are  un¬ 
happy,  even  mad,  about  the  “re¬ 
quired  fair  share”  and  their 
churches  having  constant  money 
problems. 

John  and  Lois  Clement 
Bemie,  Missouri 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

How  would  you  fund  it? 

Morris  Mathis  suggests  that  the 
next  General  Conference  should 
deal  with  the  issue  of  apportion¬ 
ments  (see  UMR,  Oct.  7).  I  have  a 
question  for  Mr.  Mathis: 

Since  the  General  Conference  is 
funded  through  the  apportion¬ 
ments,  where  will  you  get  the 
funds  to  make  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  possible  if  you  do  away  with 
apportionments? 

Harvey  O.  Beckendorf 
Tomball,  Texas 

More  affordable 

Daniel  R.  Gangler’s  story  on  lay 
pastors  (see  UMR,  Oct.  14)  omits 
a  vital  factor  in  the  assignment  to 
small  rural  churches.  Lay  pastors 
are  more  affordable  than  ordained 
pastors! 

In  Northern  Indiana  full-time  pas¬ 
tors  with  families  require  housing, 
insurance  and  salary  support  that 
only  larger  churches  or  multiple- 
church  charges  may  provide.  Since 
most  fully  ordained  pastors  serve 
full-time  pastoral  appointments, 
their  funding  support  is  a  key  factor 
in  their  service  assignments. 

However  serviceability,  not  sup- 
portability,  must  be  the  key  to  any 
pastor’s  “rights”  to  share  in  annual 
conference  decision-making.  Every 
credentialed  pastor  is  held  account¬ 
able  to  an  annual  conference  and, 
thereby,  should  participate  in  its 
plans  and  decisions  so  as  to  render 
more  faithful  service! 

John  Dicken 
Frankfort,  Indiana 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
“ Letters  to  the  Editor, "  United 
Methodist  Reporter.  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275,  or  fax  letters  to  214-630- 
0079. 


The  Rev.  lames  Lawson  of  Los 
Angeles  speaks  at  the  1992 
General  Conference.  A  reader 
wonders  how  General  Confer¬ 
ence  would  be  funded  if  ap¬ 
portionments  were  removed 
(see  related  letter  above). 


doodinp^or  an 
wait  tup  and ^un-^idded 
wap  to  raise,  extra  doddars 
foor  pour  c, /lurch? 


If  your  church  needs  new  choir  robes,  pews, 
pew  cushions,  or  whatever,  but  you  don’t 
have  the  extra  funds,  Cokesbury’s  Fund  Raising 
Program  can  help  you  raise  the  money  you 
need — regardless  of  the  size  of  your  church. 

Choose  from  a  variety  of  casy-to-scll  product 
with  high  profit  margins,  including 
candles,  magnets,  greeting  cards,  and  china. 
These  items  can  be  used  in  the  church  or  in  the 
home,  and  they  make  great  gifts.  There  is  no  risk 
involved!  You  don’t  pay  until  after  delivery,  and 
Cokcsbury  pays  all  shipping  and  handling 
charges. 

Call  today  for  more  information  about  this 
fun,  easy  program  and  get  started  on 
raising  the  funds  you  need.  Your  satisfaction  is 
guaranteed! 
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For  details,  call  or  visit  your  local  Cokesbury  store,  or  call 
1-800-237-751 1  and  ask  tor  a  free  Fund  Raising  Packet. 
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TROUBLE  IN  MEXICO:  The  World  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  has  authorized  its  presi¬ 
dent,  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  (Oklahoma 
Area),  to  write  to  the  president  of  Mexico  urg¬ 
ing  full  legal  protection  to  Mexicans  persecuted 
because  of  their  religious  beliefs.  The  resolu¬ 
tion  was  prompted  by  Methodist  Bishop  Raul 
Ruiz’s  reports  of  continuing  persecution  of 
Protestants.  Bishop  Ruiz  stated  in  a  letter  that 
Mexico’s  recent  legalization  of  all  religious 
groups  and  its  establishment  of  diplomatic  ties 
with  the  Vatican  have  apparently  incited  some 
Mexicans  to  believe  “they  have  an  inalienable 
right  to  cleanse  Mexico  of  all  non-Catholic  au¬ 
thorities.” 

MASSACRES  IN  BURUNDI:  United 
Methodist  Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa,  who 
is  in  exile  outside  of  his  native  Burundi,  re¬ 
ports  that  hundreds  of  civil¬ 
ians  have  been  killed  by  the 
Burundi  military  within  the 
past  few  months.  In  a  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  he 
cited  an  incident  at  a  Cath¬ 
olic  church  in  Muyinga, 

Burundi,  on  Sept.  4,  where 
seven  people  were  killed  by  ,  ... 

gunfire  and/or  grenades  as  Alfred  NdorlclmPa 
men  charged  into  a  worship  service.  Later  at 
least  83  people  were  reported  killed  and  40 
others  hospitalized  from  the  fires  that  the  mili¬ 
tary  set  in  homes  around  the  church.  “Another 
Rwanda  can  be  averted,  but  only  if  the  present 
Burundi  military  is  brought  under  control,” 
said  Bishop  Ndoricimpa. 

BOLIVIAN  HOSPITAL  SALE:  The 

sale  of  a  Methodist  hospital  in  La  Paz,  Bolivia, 
for  which  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  holds  title,  was  authorized  recently  by  di¬ 
rectors.  Mission  executive  Don  Reasoner  told 
the  Reporter  that  the  Methodist  Hospital  was 
one  of  the  casualties  of  a  two-year-old  dispute 
between  factions  in  the  Evangelical  Methodist 
Church  in  Bolivia.  Mr.  Reasoner  said  that 
while  the  hospital  was  under  the  control  of 
Methodists  loyal  to  ousted  Bishop  Carlos  Hua- 
cani,  its  physical  plant  was  allowed  to  deterio¬ 
rate.  The  hospital  also  piled  up  significant 
debts,  including  failing  to  pay  the  salary  and 
benefits  of  many  of  its  workers.  Proceeds  from 
the  sale — anticipated  at  around  $300,000 — 
will  be  returned  to  the  Bolivian  Methodist 
Church  to  pay  off  debts  and  to  fund  health 
care  ministry  in  rural  areas. 

CUBA  EMBARGO:  Directors  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  reaffirmed 
its  opposition  to  the  U.S.  embargo  of  Cuba  “on 
biblical  and  humanitarian  grounds.”  A  resolu¬ 
tion  adopted  by  the  board  called  the  embargo 
a  “policy  which  degrades  the  quality  of  life  of 
the  Cuban  people"  and  urged  the  United 
States  to  lift  the  economic  embargo  against 
Cuba  as  a  means  to  improve  international  re¬ 
lations. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMC  replaces  nuclear  nightmare  with  hope 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn. — For  40 
years  during  the  Cold  War,  hell¬ 
ish  bursts  of  ionized  radiation 
from  Soviet  nuclear  tests  en¬ 
gulfed  the  unsuspecting  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  Semipalatinsk  region 
of  Kazakhstan  in  central  Asia. 

Today  hope  radiates  through 
that  area  because  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

During  their  Oct.  16-21  meet¬ 
ing,  directors  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  learned  the  full  scope  of  the 
horrors  of  Semipalatinsk  and  the 
hope  they  had  brought  as  the  first 
international  organization  to 
help  Semipalatinsk's  victims. 

This  is  what  directors  heard: 

Horror  began  in  1949 

Nuclear  horror  began  in  1949 
for  predominantly  Muslim, 
Turko-Mongol  Kazakhstan  (see 
related  map). 

That  year  Soviet  dictator  Josef 
Stalin  declared  the  state,  almost 
four  times  as  large  as  Texas,  to  be 
officially  “uninhabited.”  Stalin 
then  dispatched  Lavrenty  Beria, 
head  of  KGB  (the  Soviet  secret 
police)  to  oversee  secret  experi¬ 
ments  in  nuclear  weapons. 

Between  1949  and  1989,  the 
USSR  exploded  563  nuclear 
weapons  in  Kazakhstan’s  Semi¬ 
palatinsk  region  at  a  top-secret 
site  the  Soviets  dubbed  “the 
Polygon."  More  than  100  of 
those  tests  were  above  ground. 

Soviet  scientists  never  told  the 
surrounding  population — which 
grew  from  500,000  to  650,000 
over  40  years — that  they  were 
being  exposed  to  nuclear  fallout. 
Instead,  the  effects  of  radiation 
on  people  and  the  environment 
were  clandestinely  documented 
by  Soviet  scientists,  who  them¬ 
selves  were  shadowed  constantly 
by  the  KGB. 

Over  time,  the  people  of  Semi¬ 
palatinsk — known  now  as  Ka¬ 
zakhstan’s  “sufferate  people” — 
became  aware  that  something 


Fl 


After  40  years  of  Soviet  nuclear  testing 

United  Methodists  help  region  recover 


The  residents  of  Semipalatinsk,  Kazakhstan,  had  no  idea  that  for  years  the 
Soviet  government  was  dousing  their  region  with  radiation  from 
multiple  nuclear  tests.  The  explosions  have  stopped,  but  low  level 
radiation  remains.  The  United  Methodist  Church  is  working  in  the  area  to  do 
what  it  can  to  bring  the  victims  back  to  spiritual  and  physical  health. 


How  the  church 
has  helped: 


[~~|  Contribute  to  the  purchase  of 
“  wheelchairs  for  Kazakh  kids. 
1/71  Learn  more  about  ecological 
ethics  and  theology. 

□  Provide  simple  learning  aids 
for  children  such  as  counting 
beads  or  color  blocks. 


Contact  The  United 
Methodist  Church's  Health 
and  Welfare  Program 
Department  at 
(212)  870-3600  for  more 
information  about  missions 
to  Semipalatinsk. 


Checks  should  be  marked  "UMCOR  Advance  #  250375 
Russia-Semipalatinsk”  and  forwarded  to  your  conference  treasurer. 


fl  Delivered  200  volumes  of 
children's  Bible  stories  to 
a  new  Russian  Orthodox 
Church  Sunday  school  in 
Semipalatinsk. 

□  Arranged  for  130  tons 
of  donated  baby  food 
to  be  distributed  to 
infants  living  near  the 
nuclear  test  ground. 

As  many  as  75%  of  the 
children  in  the  area 
suffer  from  immune 
deficiencies. 

ra  Delivered  30  tons  of 
medicines  and  supplies 
in  cooperation  with 
regional  health  officials. 

T wo  missionaries  were 
sent  to  the  city  to 
distribute  the  supplies. 

p]  Sponsored  two 
“  international  scientific 
dialogues  on  the  effects 
of  radiation  on  the  area. 


UMR  MAP  BY  DEBRA  McKNICHT 


was  wrong. 

Birth  defects,  some  of  them 
gruesome  mutations  such  as  two 
heads  or  one  eye,  appeared  in 
miscarried  fetuses.  Surviving 
children  suffered  blindness,  tu¬ 
mors,  mental  retardation  and 
other  genetic  faults. 

Increasingly  the  Semipalatinsk 
people  suffered  from  cancer,  es¬ 
pecially  leukemia.  A  kind  of  im¬ 
mune  system  damage  akin  to  the 
effects  caused  by  AIDS  became 


widespread. 

These  effects  were  being  record¬ 
ed  in  a  secret  KGB  clinic  that  was 
known — by  those  who  knew  of  it 
at  all — as  “Dispensary  No.  4.” 

The  coming  of  hope 

In  February  1991,  The  United 
Methodist  Church  initiated  mis¬ 
sion  efforts  in  the  Soviet  Union 
through  the  personal  contacts  of 
Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  (Hous¬ 
ton  Area),  then  president  of  the 


General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  and  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nu¬ 
gent,  the  board’s  chief  executive. 

That  August,  the  Soviet  Union 
collapsed.  Subsequently  Kazakh¬ 
stan  declared  its  independence. 

Since  that  time,  two  units  of 
the  missions  board — the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
and  the  Health  and  Welfare  Pro¬ 
gram  Department — working  co¬ 
operatively,  have  conveyed  more 
than  $6  million  in  humanitarian 


Scientist:  Church  helped  uncover  'critical'  data 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

STAMFORD,  Conn. — The 
United  Methodist  Church  has 
helped  to  bring  to  light  “critical 
information”  on  the  effects  of 
nuclear  radiation  on  humans  and 
the  environment. 

That’s  the  assessment  of  a  sci¬ 
entist  who  has  participated  in  re¬ 
cent  dialogues  sponsored  by  the 
church  about  the  radiation  poi¬ 
soning  of  residents  of  the  Semi¬ 
palatinsk  region  of  Kazakhstan 


(see  related  story  above). 

Dr.  William  Au,  professor  of 
preventive  health  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Texas  branch  in  Galves¬ 
ton,  congratulated  directors  of 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  on  the  board’s 
sponsorship  of  the  two  scientific 
dialogues. 

“We  know  that  there  is  extensive 
nuclear  contamination  in  the  for¬ 
mer  Soviet  Union,”  said  Dr.  Au, 
who  is  organizing  an  independent 


conference  on  nuclear  contamina¬ 
tion  in  Eastern  Europe  in  1995. 

“The  problems  will  affect  us  one 
way  or  another.  Scientists  from 
both  our  countries  are  now  linked 
to  a  common  goal  of  determining 
the  causes  [of  radiation-related  ill¬ 
nesses]  and  reducing  suffering.” 

Revelations  of  Soviet  nuclear 
testing  on  Semipalatinsk’s  popula¬ 
tion  have  given  new  impetus  to 
concerns  that  Americans  may  have 
been  similarly  affected  by  U.S.  nu¬ 


clear  testing  and  weapons  develop¬ 
ment  since  World  War  II. 

Dr.  Daniel  Church,  chair  of 
Global  Ministries’  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  program  department,  told  di¬ 
rectors  that  church-sponsored 
scientific  dialogues  on  Semipala¬ 
tinsk  are  comparing  that  informa¬ 
tion  with  reports  on  the  effects 
from  U.S.  nuclear  weapons  testing 
sites  and  development  plants  oper¬ 
ated  by  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Energy. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


assistance  to  Russia,  Uzbekistan, 
Kazakhstan  and  other  former  So¬ 
viet  states. 

A  plea  for  help 

In  April  1993,  Cathie  Lyons, 
head  of  Global  Ministries’  Health 
and  Welfare  program  department, 
went  to  Kazakhstan  to  assess 
needs  for  medical  missions. 

There  she  met  the  co-director 
of  the  regional  health  depart¬ 
ment,  Bakhyt  Tumenov,  a  45- 
year-old  physician  who  recalled 
watching  a  nuclear  blast  when 
she  was  4. 

Dr.  Tumenov  introduced  Dr. 
Lyons  to  Boris  Gusev,  who  had 
worked  for  32  years  at  Dispen¬ 
sary  No.  4,  first  as  a  neurologist 
and  eventually  as  director. 

After  the  fall  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  Dr.  Gusev  transformed 
Dispensary  No.  4  into  the  Ka¬ 
zakh  Scientific-Research  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Radiation  Medicine  and 
Ecology.  There  he  showed  Dr. 
Lyons  the  results  of  his  research. 
Then  he  asked  for  her  help  in 
telling  the  story  to  the  interna¬ 
tional  scientific  community. 

Dr.  Gusev  later  acknowledged 
that  when  he  asked  for  her  help, 
he  didn’t  really  expect  Dr.  Lyons 
to  return  to  Semipalatinsk.  Oth¬ 
ers  confronted  by  the  nuclear 
nightmare  of  his  region  simply 
didn’t  come  back,  he  said 
through  an  interpreter. 

However  Dr.  Lyons,  whom  the 
Kazakhs  now  affectionately  call 
“Saint  Cathie,”  did  come  back — 
not  once  but  six  times  over  the  past 
16  months.  She  brought  medical 
supplies,  especially  antibiotics,  and 
visited  children’s  hospitals,  or¬ 
phanages  and  nursing  homes.  The 
work  is  being  funded  by  an  alloca¬ 
tion  of  $  1 50,000  from  Global  Min¬ 
istries’  program  development  fund. 

Scientific  dialogues 

In  April  of  this  year  in  Stam¬ 
ford,  Conn.,  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  sponsored 
the  first  international  scientific 
dialogue  on  the  effects  of  Soviet 

nuclear  testing  on  the  sufFcrate 

people  of  Semipalatinsk. 

In  August,  60  Kazakh  scien¬ 
tists  joined  17  Global  Ministries 
representatives  to  visit  nuclear 
testing  sites  in  Semipalatinsk  and 
engage  in  a  second  dialogue.  A 
third,  larger  colloquium  is  being 
planned  for  1995. 

During  the  Oct.  16-21  meeting, 
Dr.  Gusev,  through  an  interpreter, 
said:  “The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  trying  to  help  us.  United 
Methodists  aren’t  concerned  with 
who  is  to  blame  or  what  is  to  be 
done.  You  have  started  delivering 
[help]  right  away,  and  thousands 
of  children  have  benefitted.” 


TAHLEQUAH,  Okla. — The  Rev.  )im  McKinney,  superintendent  of 
the  North  District  of  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Conference, 
portrays  the  Native  American  interpreter  of  Methodist  Bishop 
Thomas  Morris  as  the  current  episcopal  leader,  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solo¬ 
mon,  portrays  Bishop  Morris.  The  two  starred  in  a  pageant  celebrat¬ 
ing  the  conference's  150th  anniversary  (see  related  story  at  right). 


Sacred  fires  light  Indian  conference's  150th 


By  THOMAS  McANALLY 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

TAHLEQUAH,  Okla.— “The 
flame  still  bums  and  the  spirit  is 
still  here,”  declared  the  Rev.  Tom 
Roughface  as  hundreds  gathered 
Oct.  22-23  to  celebrate  the  150th 
anniversary  of  the  Oklahoma  Indi¬ 
an  Missionary  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

As  four  youngsters  carried  torches 
into  the  sun-drenched  amphitheater 
of  the  Cherokee  Heritage  Center,  Mr. 
Roughface  said  the  flames  “symbol¬ 
ize  the  spirit  that  has  never  died  in 
the  hearts  of  our  people.” 

Native  Americans  took  Method¬ 
ism  from  their  ancestral  homes  in 
the  Southeast  to  Indian  Territory 
on  the  infamous  “Trail  of  Tears”  in 
the  1830s. 

Mr.  Roughface  is  superintendent  of 
the  conference  which  today  includes 
more  than  a  hundred  congregations  in 
Oklahoma,  Kansas  and  Texas. 

Fire  was  an  ever-present  symbol 
during  the  sesquicentennial  celebra¬ 
tion  here  attended  by  about  800  per¬ 
sons.  Becky  Thompson,  a  program 
executive  with  the  conference,  de¬ 
scribed  the  sacred  nature  of  fire  in 
Native  American  life  as  it  provided 
protection,  warmth  and  food.  She  also 
pointed  to  The  official  symbol  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  where 
flames  represent  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  number  of  torch-bearers  was 
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P.O.  Box  633  Claremont,  CA  9171 1 


also  symbolic.  Ms.  Thompson  ex¬ 
plained  that  they  represented  both 
the  four  directions,  important  in 
Native  American  spirituality,  and 
the  four  districts  of  the  conference. 

At  the  close  of  the  two-day  event 
the  torch  was  passed  from  a  pastor 
of  the  conference  to  a  young  child, 
representing  the  future,  who  took  it 
up  the  steep  steps  of  the  amphithe¬ 
ater  and  out  into  the  world. 

Early  Sunday  morning,  Oct.  23, 
more  than  300  United  Methodists 
walked  two  miles  from  the  Heritage 
Center  to  an  open  field  where  the  con¬ 
ference  was  first  organized  in  1 844. 

As  the  group  gathered  for  the  com¬ 
memorative  service  a  child  climbed  a 
tree  to  get  a  better  view.  Curious  cat¬ 
tle  watched  through  a  barbed  wire 
fence  and  golfers  paused  on  greens 
about  a  fourth-mile  away. 

At  the  request  of  sesquicentennial 


Tired  of  the  HUMP? 

The  solution —  15 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised 
roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  800-330-3622 


planners,  the  exact  site  where  the 
conference  was  organized  and  the 
first  church — Riley’s  Chapel — was 
built.  Bishop  Thomas  Morris  orga¬ 
nized  the  conference  in  1844  and 
appointed  clergy,  most  of  them  Na¬ 
tive  Americans,  to  serve  churches  in 
a  vast  area  bordered  by  the  Rockies, 
Montana,  Texas  and  the  Arkansas- 
Missouri  line. 

Speaking  from  atop  a  flatbed 
trailer,  today’s  United  Methodist 
Bishop  of  Oklahoma,  Dan  E.  Solo¬ 
mon,  read  not  only  the  names  of  the 
21  clergy  appointed  in  1844  but  the 
names  of  pastors  who  serve  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Mission  Confer¬ 
ence  today.  Unlike  the  all-male  list 
of  1844,  Bishop  Solomon  noted 


that  today’s  clergy  include  women. 

“Let  it  never  be  forgotten  that 
Methodism  was  brought  to  Oklahoma 
by  Native  Americans,”  Bishop  Solo¬ 
mon  said,  “(and). .  .that  the  first  con¬ 
ference  established  in  Oklahoma  for 
work  of  Methodism  was  an  Indian 
conference;  . . .  that  the  first  converts 
to  Christian  faith  were  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  children,  youth  and  adults.” 

At  the  closing  event,  a  chorus  of 
Cherokees  sang  “One  Drop  of 
Blood,”  which  had  been  sung  by  their 
ancestors  after  the  trek  to  Indian  Ter¬ 
ritory.  Theme  of  the  sesquicentennial 
celebration — “Where  we  walked: 
What  can  we  do  for  you,  Jesus?" — was 
taken  from  the  first  line  of  the  hymn. 


Prayer  Helps! 


Faith  at  work 
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METHODIST  MOTHER:  Rollo  May, 

the  psychologist  and  philosopher  who  died  Oct. 
21  at  age  85  at  his  home  in  Tiburon,  Calif.,  was 
described  in  some  news  reports  as  having 
grown  up  in  small-town  Michigan  where  his  fa¬ 
ther  was  active  in  the  YMCA  and  his  mother 
likewise  in  a  Methodist  congregation.  Dr.  May, 
ordained  as  a  Congregational  minister,  was 
credited  as  strongly  influencing  the  generation 
of  the  1950s  and  '60s  with  his  views  on  human¬ 
kind's  search  for  meaning.  His  best-known 
works  included  The  Meaning  of  Anxiety  (1950) 
and  Love  and  Will  (1969). 


HOOVER  AWARD  RECEIVED: 

Sophie  Low,  a  member  of  the  Chinese  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Cerritos,  Calif.,  is  the  re¬ 
cipient  of  the  1995  Theressa  Hoover  Communi¬ 
ty  Service  and  Global  Citizen  Award  from  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Women’s 
Division.  The  award  honors  the  division’s  for¬ 
mer  chief  executive.  Ms.  Low  has  worked  with 
the  Susannah  Wesley  Community  Center  in 
Honolulu  and  with  immigrants  and  refugees 
from  Samoa,  Laos,  Korea,  China,  Hong  Kong 
and  the  Philippines  while  living  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  She  plans  to  work  as  a  volunteer  in  a 
municipal  crisis  center  in  Monterrey,  Mexico. 

ALL  FIVE  HIGHLY  RATED:  ah  five 

cities  being  considered  as  new  sites  for  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  made  Fortune  magazine’s  recent 
first-ever  list  of  the  world’s  best  places  to  do 
business.  New  York,  the  board’s  current  loca¬ 
tion,  was  rated  second  only  to  Hong  Kong.  At¬ 
lanta  ranked  fourth  and  Chicago  fifth  within 
the  top  10.  Dallas,  Denver  and  Washington 
were  among  50  additional  but  unranked  cities 
cited  in  the  magazine’s  Nov.  14  issue.  The 
church’s  1 992  legislative  General  Conference 
voted  that  the  board  should  be  moved  from 
New  York.  A  site  selection  committee  is  visit¬ 
ing  the  five  recommended  cities  this  fall. 


13  commissioned  to  missionary  service 


Speaker:  'You 
are  not  alone' 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn. — If  you  can’t  feel  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  your  work,  then 
question  the  validity  of  your  mission  efforts. 

That  was  the  charge  of  Dr.  Charles  Amjad- 
Ali,  director  of  the  Christian  Studies  Centre  in 
Rawalpindi,  Pakistan,  to  13  United  Methodist 
missionaries  commissioned  Oct.  20  by  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  service  was  a  highlight  of  the  mission 
board’s  annual  fall  meeting  in  Stamford. 

Dr.  Amjad-Ali  told  the  missionaries  bound 
for  programs  throughout  the  continental  U.S., 
Alaska  and  Puerto  Rico  to  remember  that  they 
should  never  feel  that  they  are  alone  in  their 
mission  efforts. 

He  contends  that  commissioning  is  always  ac¬ 
knowledging  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who 
is  with  us  always. 

Dr.  Amjad-Ali  offered  some  bits  of  advice  for 
the  new  missionaries: 

/  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  younger  church 
or  an  older  church.  Churches  are  all  under  the 
power  of  Jesus  Christ. 

“It  doesn’t  have  anything  to  do  with  where 
the  church  is  placed  or  how  much  money  is 
used,”  said  Dr.  Amjad-Ali.  “The  Holy  Spirit 
keeps  the  church  together.” 

S  Be  careful  when  you  use  terms  like  “mission 
church”  and  “sending  church.”  The  tables  may 
be  turned  on  you. 

“We  have  tried  to  create  everyone  in  our  im¬ 
age,”  said  Dr.  Amjad-Ali.  “That  has  been  a 
theological  mistake. 

“The  Holy  Spirit  is  the  dynamic  power  of  our 
church  pluralism;  it’s  a  reality  of  our  global  par¬ 
ticipation.  So  [the  Holy  Spirit]  is  not  only  going 
out  but  coming  in." 
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STAMFORD,  Conn. — United  Methodist  Deaconess  Shirley  Lukens  is 
commissioned  during  the  Oct.  20  service  by  leaders  including  Bish¬ 
op  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (far  right),  president  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  and  Laila  Horby  of  Denmark  (see  related  stories 
at  left  and  right). 


Missionaries 
named  to  posts 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  recently  commissioned  the  following  peo¬ 
ple  for  missionary  posts: 

Bruce  and  Margo  Bjork,  North  Carolina  confer¬ 
ence,  to  church  and  community  ministries  in  Lum- 
berton,  N.C. 

The  Rev.  Monta  Ann  Bledsoe,  Memphis  confer¬ 
ence,  as  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Wasilla,  Alaska. 

The  Rev.  Larry  and  Dalienne  Burke,  Tennessee 
conference.  He  will  serve  as  pastor  of  Beech  Fork/ 
Lower  Beech  Fork  United  Methodist  Churches  in 
Helton,  Ky.  She  will  work  with  the  congregations’ 
family-community  ministries. 

Joanne  Davis,  Missouri  East  conference,  as  a 
church  and  community  worker  for  the  St.  Louis  Legal 
Assistance  Program. 

The  Rev.  William  Davis,  Rocky  Mountain  confer¬ 
ence,  serving  as  superintendent  of  the  McCurdy 
School  in  Espanola,  N.M. 

The  Rev.  Harry  Howe,  Holston  conference,  as  a 
church  and  community  worker  for  Project  Cross¬ 
roads  in  Marion,  Va. 

The  Rev.  Ediberto  Lopez-Rodriquez,  Methodist 
Church  of  Puerto  Rico,  as  a  professor  at  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Seminary  of  Puerto  Rico  in  San  Juan. 

U.S.-2s  transferred  to  full-time  missionaries  are: 

Deborah  Sue  Chenault,  Virginia  conference,  to  the 
United  Methodist  Urban  Ministry  of  Wichita  (Kan¬ 
sas). 

Julie  Potts,  North  Carolina  conference,  to  the  Ta¬ 
coma  (Wash.)  Community  House. 

To  the  office  of  deaconess: 

Shirley  Lukens,  South  Carolina  conference,  to  the 
Southeast  Neighborhood  Development  Center  in 
Knightstown,  Ind. 

Reinstated  as  a  home  missionary: 

Beverly  Bowers,  Alaska  Missionary  conference,  as 
executive  director,  Bering  Sea  Women’s  Group, 
Nome,  Alaska. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Where 
are  the 
Shalom 
Zones? 


United  Methodist  (regional) 
conferences  with  approved 
Shalom  Zone  sites: 


California-Pacific: 

Florida: 

New  England: 

New  York: 
Northern  Illinois: 
Zimbabwe,  Africa; 


7  sites 

4  sites 

5  sites 
4  sites 
2  sites 
I  site 


Shalom  Zone  summit  moves  concept  across  the  church 


United  Methodist  confer¬ 
ences  currently  seeking 
approval  for  sites: 

Little  Rock: 

South  Carolina: 

Central  Illinois: 

Texas: 


7  sites 
3  sites 
S  sites 
2  sites 


I  |  |  I  other  conferences  are 
planning  an  additional 
26  sites. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn.— The 
words  of  the  Rev.  Paul  Dirdak  of 
San  Francisco  summarized  the  pre¬ 
vious  two  days: 

“Come,  Jesus,  and  make  shalom 
in  us,  for  we  would  renovate  the 
world.” 

Mr.  Dirdak,  president  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  ministries,  thus 
concluded  the  closing  worship  of 
the  Oct.  14-16  “Shalom  Summit," 
the  first  churchwide  gathering  for 
information,  networking  and  train¬ 
ing  on  the  concept  of  “communities 
of  shalom.” 

The  Hebrew  word  means  “the 
peace  of  God.” 

Originally  urban  settings 

The  movement  was  enacted  un¬ 
der  the  name  “Shalom  Zones”  by 
the  church’s  1992  legislative  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  in  response  to  racial 
violence  in  Los  Angeles. 

Originally  conceived  as  a  strategy 


CLASSIFIED 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  D1ACONAL  Minister  to 
begin  January  I,  1995  as  assistant  to  senior  pastor. 
Possibility  to  work  in  some  combination  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  areas:  worship,  youth,  Christian  education, 
family  ministries,  programming.  Resumes  to:  Nancy 
Barnard,  SPR  Chair,  Applewood  Valley  United 
Methodist  Church,  2035  EUis  St..  Golden,  CO  80401 . 

HENDRIX  COLLEGE  CHAPLAIN.  Hendrix  Col¬ 

lege  seeks  a  chaplain  to  serve  as  pastor  to  the  college 
community.  The  chaplain  provides  leadership  for  the 
religious  life  of  the  institution,  conducts  worship  ser¬ 
vices,  offers  pastoral  counseling,  and  provides  other 
appropriate  ministries.  The  chaplain  has  primary  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  leading  and  coordinating  religious  ac- 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH. 

Fort  Valley  United  Methodist,  a  strong,  active  800- 
member  church  seeks  a  full-time  Director  of  Educa¬ 
tion  with  emphasis  on  youth  ministry.  Christian 
education  degree  or  comparable  experience  preferred. 
Please  submit  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  P.O. 
Box  1258,  Fort  Valley.  GA  31030.  Telephone:  (912) 
825-2762. 

developing  and  implementing  programs  for  students, 
coordinating  religious  groups  on  campus,  assisting 
with  church  relations,  and  supporting  volunteer  activ¬ 
ities.  Applicants  for  the  position  should  have  experi¬ 
ence  as  a  pastor  and/or  in  campus  ministry.  The 
successful  candidate  will  possess  a  commitment  to 
the  mission  of  a  United  Methodist  related,  liberal  arts 
college  Ordination  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 

PEWS  FOR  SALE—  22  SOLID  OAK,  excellent  con¬ 

dition.  Make  offer  Church  Systems  of  America, 
Church  Consultants  (6 1 5)  377-8752. 

is  required.  Hendrix  College  is  a  four-year,  selective 
liberal  arts  college  related  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  located  30  miles  north  of  Little  Rock, 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM/CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 

tion  for  friendly,  informal,  rapidly  growing  church  of 
900  members.  St.  Mark's  is  looking  for  a  special  per¬ 
son  with  imagination,  enthusiasm,  commitment  Call 
(915)  581-4444  or  write:  Rev.  Tom  Nagle,  5005  Love 
Rd  ,  El  Paso.  TX  79922. 

approximately  1 ,000  students;  all  programs  are  at  the 
baccalaureate  level.  Review  of  applications  will  begin 
immediately  and  continue  until  the  position  is  filled. 
Letter  of  application,  resume,  and  the  names,  ad¬ 
dresses,  and  telephone  numbers  of  three  references 
should  be  sent  to  the  Search  Committee.  Applies- 
lions  will  be  confidential  and  references  will  not  be 
contacted  without  prior  consent  of  applicant.  Materi¬ 
als  should  be  mailed  to:  Chaplain  Search  Committee, 
Office  of  the  President,  Hendrix  College,  1601  Hark- 
rider  Street,  Conway,  AR  72032.  Hendrix  College  is 
an  equal  opportunity  employer. 

DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS,  Texas  An¬ 

nual  Conference,  United  Methodist  Church.  Execu¬ 
tive  level  position,  master’s  degree  in 
communications  related  field  and  experience,  man¬ 
agement,  creativity,  comprehensive  knowledge  of 
UMC.  Must  be  able  to  relocate  to  Houston.  Dead- 
line:  November  1 1,  Dr.  Lamar  Smith,  Provost,  5215 
Main,  Houston,  TX  77002. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  LARGE  METHODIST 

church,  average  attendance  950.  Music  degree  and  5 
years  experience  required.  Responsible  for  total  mu¬ 
sic  program.  Indian  River  City  UMC,  1355  Cheney 
Highway,  Titusville,  FL.  Call  (407)  267-7922  for  in¬ 
formation  and  application. 

EDUCATION/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  for  1400- 

member  church.  Position  opens  January  2.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and/or  questions  to:  Dr.  C.  Alfred  Patten, 
Baker  Mcmorii  United  Methodist  Church,  307  Ce- 
dar  Avenue,  Sl  Charles,  IL  601 74,  (708)  5844680. 

PROGRAM  MINISTER —  TRINITY  UMC,  Den- 

ton,  TX,  has  an  opening  for  one  to  coordinate  adult, 
youth,  and  children's  programming.  Contact  Dr.  Stan 
Seat,  (8 17)  566-2291. 

TWO  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE  at  vital  2800-mem¬ 

ber  downtown  church:  Director  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Director  of  Youth.  Send  resume  to:  Ray  E 
Robinson,  Fust-  Centenary  UMC,  P.O.  Box  208, 
Chatanooga,  TN  37401 . 

UNIQUE  12-DAY  HOLY  LAND  Pilgrimage 

•Women  and  the  Bible  in  the  Land  of  Jesus,”  May  1- 
12,  1995.  Only  $1,948  round  trip  from  New  York 
City.  Call  toll-free  1  -800-735-6343  for  brochure.  | 

MEDIUM  SIZE  CHURCH  SEEKING  fulkime  Pro¬ 

gram  Director  Responsible  for  youth,  education,  and 
adult  programs.  Salary  negotiable  Bachelors  dear* 
and/or  experience  in  related  field.  Inquiries  to:  P.O. 
Box  498,  Sweetwater,  TX  79556,  or  (91 5)  236-6617. 

DO  YOU  WEEP  AT  INCREASING  ATTACKS 

against  women,  gay  men/lesbians,  other  minorities? 
Work  for  an  inclusive  UMC  through  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action.  New  conference  chap- 
ten  forming.  Contact:  76  Clinton  Avenue,  Staten  Is¬ 
land.  NY  10301  (718)  273-MFSA  j 

MINISTER/DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 

tion  wanted  for  3200-member  suburban  church.  FuU- 
time  position,  excellent  facilities,  multiple  staff. 
Responsible  for  education  ministry  for  all  ages  with 
emphasis  on  children.  Certification  in  CE  and  large 
church  experience  desirable.  Send  resume  to:  Senior 
Pastor.  Chapel  Hill  UMC,  2717  W.  Hefner  Rd.. 
Oklalioma  City.  OK  73120. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries, 

First  United  Methodist  Church.  Conroe,  Texas.  2500 
members.  Send  resume  to:  Don  Little,  P.O.  Box  928, 
Conroe,  TX  77305.  (409)  756-3395. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?”  Meth- 

odist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  accepting  ap¬ 
plications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call 
(210)696-7021  for  information. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite  hymns 

in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accompaniment 
for  90  best  known  hymns  on  64apc  cassette  sets. 
Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book  included,  but  can 
be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift. 
$38.95  plus  shipping.  1-800-728-0573. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  JunaJuska.  Incomparable  view.  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625  four  weeks 
Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Cal¬ 
houn,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville.  NC  28786.  (704) 
627-6067,  627-9507. 

DILLON.  COLORADO:  2  BEDROOM,  2  Bath 
condo  for  lease,  weekly,  winter,  spring,  summer,  or 
fall.  Call  (2 1 4)  239-506 1  Sleeps  8.  No  smokers! 

", . .  Each  congregation  can  become  a  'saving 
station'  and  each  community  a  'community  of 
shalom.' " 

— bishop  Felton  May 


for  ministry  in  urban  settings,  the 
effort  has  spread  to  Boston,  Chica¬ 
go,  Miami,  New  York  and  Mutare, 
Zimbabwe.  It  also  has  broadened  to 
include  rural  communities  as  well 
(see  accompanying  graphic). 

“This  first  summit  moves  the 
shalom  concept  beyond  Los  Angeles 
and  across  the  church  at  large,”  as¬ 
serted  the  Rev.  John  Schol.  He  is 
executive  secretary  of  urban  minis¬ 
tries  and  coordinator  of  the  Shalom 
Initiative  for  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

“We’re  not  interested  in  creating 
new  social  programs.  We’re  inter¬ 
ested  in  systemic  change  and  mis¬ 
sion  evangelism.  People’s  lives  are 
being  changed.” 

The  inaugural  summit  was  at¬ 


tended  by  more  than  75  representa¬ 
tives  from  24  U.S.  annual  (regional) 
conferences  and  from  Zimbabwe, 
where  annual  conference  leaders  are 
developing  a  shalom  site  in  Mutare 
in  conjunction  with  the  theological 
faculty  of  United  Methodist-related 
Africa  University. 

The  summit  was  designed  to  give 
participants  knowledge,  skills  and 
support  to  establish  or  expand 
“communities  of  shalom”  in  their 
own  areas,  said  Mr.  Schol. 

He  gave  these  as  the  goals  of  such 
communities: 

1.  Develop  congregations  as  ef¬ 
fective  witnesses  for  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  as  strategic  bases 
for  ministry  in  the  community. 

2.  Develop  communities  econom¬ 


At  Asbury 
Seminary,  It’s 
Who  You  Know 
That  Counts 


eorge  Hunter  was 
a  fish  out  of  water 
_  ^the  summer  of  ‘62.  As 
a  seminary  student,  he  spent 
eight  weeks  sharing  his  faith 
with  “Muscle  Beach” 
surfers,  beatniks  and  body 
builders.  They  thought  he 
was  from  another  planet  — 
stained-glass  church  jargon 
made  little  sense  to  these 
folks.  That  experience  set 
Hunter  on  a  lifetime  quest 
that  has  placed  him  among 
the  leading  authorities  on 
communicating  the  Gospel 
to  secular  people. 

As  Dean  of  Asbury 
Seminary's  E.  Stanley 
Jones  School  of  World 
Mission  and  Evangelism, 
Dr.  Hunter  specializes  in 
teaching  students  how  to 
present  the  unchanging 
truth  of  the  Gospel  to  our 
post-Christian  world.  And 
in  a  world  that's  adrift  in  a 
sea  of  pluralism,  the  mission 
field  isn’t  just  overseas— it's 
over  a  cup  of  coffee,  over 
the  neighbor's  hedges,  over¬ 
looking  1 2th  &  Vine. 

So  meet  George  Hunter. 
And  prepare  to  meet  your 
world  with  the  life-chang¬ 
ing  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Contact  the  office  of 
admissions  today  at  1  -800- 

2- ASBURY. 
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ically,  including  one  or  more  of  the 
following  activities:  job  training 
and  placement,  housing  develop¬ 
ment  and  business  development. 

3.  Strengthen  race,  class  and  cul¬ 
tural  relationships. 

4.  Improve  community  health 
care  and  the  coordination  of  social 
services. 

The  heart  of  a  “community  of 
shalom"  is  a  “shalom  zone.”  This 
“zone”  is  defined  by  the  summit’s 
handbook  as  a  “geographic  area 
[usually  one  to  four  square  blocks] 
where  the  church  and  community 
target  their  resources  to  change  the 
negative  forces  within  a  community 
to  positive  actions  for  shalom.” 

'Get  to  know  every  person' 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Harris¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  Area),  who  chairs  the  Na¬ 
tional  Shalom  Committee,  said  he 
envisions  that  once  a  congregation 
defines  its  “shalom  zone,”  the  con¬ 
gregation  then  “should  get  to  know 
every  person  in  that  zone  by  name, 
by  address  and  by  need.” 

James  Trumble,  representing 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  Englewood  section  of  Chicago, 
praised  the  concept  and  the  summit. 

“I  came  with  many  questions  and 
received  an  enormous  amount  of 
information,”  said  Mr.  Trumble, 
whose  congregation  has  been  identi¬ 
fied  by  the  Northern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference  as  one  of  its  potential 
shalom  communities. 

“I  can  see  that  ministries  we  al¬ 
ready  have,  such  as  our  feeding  pro¬ 
gram  and  our  anti-gang  ministry,  fit 
perfectly  into  this  concept.” 

Two  other  participants  backed 
the  summit’s  emphasis  on  commu¬ 


nity  cooperation  and  seeking  funds 
beyond  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Hal  Henderson  Sr.,  rep¬ 
resenting  the  Baltimore-Washing- 
ton  Annual  Conference,  said  that 
federal  grants  are  available  to  con¬ 
gregations  when  they  work  in  con¬ 
cert  with  community  groups. 

“Coordination  is  critical,”  he  as¬ 
serted. 

Gaunnie  Dixon,  part  of  an  eight- 
person  contingent  from  the  Califor¬ 
nia-Pacific  Annual  Conference,  said 
that  community  cooperation  devel¬ 
oped  at  the  Los  Angeles  pilot  sites 
made  two  of  them,  Pico  Union  and 
Korea  Town,  eligible  to  apply  for 
$500,000  grants  to  refurbish  build¬ 
ings  damaged  by  an  earthquake  ear¬ 
lier  this  year. 

Check  for  Los  Angeles  area 

Among  highlights  of  the  summit 
was  the  presentation  of  a  check  for 
about  $265,000  to  the  California- 
Pacific  conference  team.  The  check 
was  the  proceeds  from  a  year-long 
Bishops’  Appeal  that  funded  the 
shalom  pilot  sites  at  four  locations 
in  the  greater  Los  Angeles  area. 

Bishop  May  said,  “The  summit 
far  exceeded  my  expectations  be¬ 
cause  of  the  creativity  and  technical 
skills  of  the  participants  giving  life 
to  the  shalom  concept.  The  summit 
further  convinced  me  that  each  con¬ 
gregation  can  become  a  ‘saving  sta¬ 
tion’  and  each  community  a 
’community  of  shalom.’  ” 

More  information  on  Communi¬ 
ties  of  Shalom  is  available  from  Mr. 
Schol  at  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
Room  332,  New  York,  NY  101 15. 


Women's  unit  rejects  book 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn. — On  an  un¬ 
usual  standing-count  vote  of  25-24, 
with  two  abstentions,  leaders  of 
United  Methodism’s  women’s  unit 
voted  recently  not  to  recommend 
that  its  elected  directors  read  a  com¬ 
pilation  of  spiritual  essays  titled 
"EcoFeminism  and  the  Sacred." 

The  book  was  distributed  to  all 
directors  of  the  Women’s  Division 
of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  direc¬ 
tors  during  their  annual  meeting 
Oct.  14-21.  It  was  slated  to  be  used 
in  preparation  for  their  annual  re¬ 
treat  Nov.  17-20  in  New  Mexico. 

In  moving  rejection  of  the  book, 
director  DeLette  Winkelman  of 
Jamestown,  N.D.,  said  some  local 
units  of  United  Methodist  Women 
might  feel  that  the  division  con¬ 
dones  goddess  worship  if  division 
directors  read  and  discussed  the 
book. 


This  split  vote  marks  the  latest 
action  within  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion’s  to  counter  local-unit  backlash 
following  the  division’s  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  November  1993  Re- 
Imagining  Conference  in 
Minneapolis. 

The  Minneapolis  meeting  was 
held  in  celebration  of  the  midpoint 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
“Ecumenical  Decade:  Churches  in 
Solidarity  with  Women.” 

Following  that  meeting,  allega¬ 
tion  of  goddess  worship  were  made 
among  United  Methodists  and  oth¬ 
ers,  including  Good  News  magazine, 
published  by  the  Kentucky-based 
Forum  for  Scriptural  Christianity. 

Some  Women's  Division  direc¬ 
tors  said  the  Re-Imagining  Confer¬ 
ence  caused  problems  within  UMW 
membership,  with  some  local  units 
withholding  or  threatening  to  with¬ 
hold  mission  money  (see  UMR, 
Oct.  28). 
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It's  good 
to  be  back! 


Bishop  William  Oden 


rilyn  and  I  have  recently  returned  (October  13)  from  Europe,  having  had 
t  experience  with  World  Methodism  and  our  sister  churches. 

id  the  privilege  of  participating  in  the  Executive  Committee  meeting  of 
orld  Methodist  Council.  World  Methodism  includes  60  million  Method- 
om  72  different  Methodist  bodies  in  113  countries.  Seventy-one  churches 
nembers  until  we  met  in  Tallinn,  Estonia.  At  that  meeting  I  had  the  privi- 
T  voting  for  the  United  Methodist  Church  of  Russia  to  become  a  part  of 
orld  Methodist  Council. 


We  had  just  arrived  in  Estonia  when  one  of  the  worst  maritime  tragedies  in 
history  occurred.  Over  1,000  persons  went  down  in  the  Baltic  Sea  on  a  ferry 
that  travels  between  Stockholm  and  Tallinn.  It  docked  very  near  our  hotel  and 
the  emptiness  and  silence  of  its  dock  spoke  volumes  the  day  it  did  not  return. 
The  entire  nation  of  Estonia  was  stunned.  As  the  nation  is  very  small  not  a  sin¬ 
gle  family  in  Estonia  was  spared  having  either  loved  ones  or  friends  who  were 
affected  by  the  disaster. 

I  came  away  from  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
with  several  convictions: 

■  Methodism  is  bouncing  back  with  great  energy  after  the  fall  of 
Communism  in  those  countries  where  it  had  to  live  underground 
for  decades.  I  had  the  privilege  of  participating  in  the  laying  of  the 
cornerstone  of  the  new  Methodist  center  and  seminary  in  Tallinn. 
Speaker  after  speaker,  both  from  church  and  state,  witnessed  to 
the  fact  that  only  spiritual  values  will  see  a  people  through  difficult 
times.  It  was  the  mayor  of  Tallinn  who  said  that  he  is  convinced 
material  goods  will  not  be  sufficient  and  consumerism  not  adequate 
to  rebuild  after  Communism.  Only  spiritual  renewal  can  build  a 
foundation  for  the  future. 

■  Methodists  are  truly  connected  around  the  world.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  one  of  72  Methodist  bodies  around  our  globe 
that  is  part  of  the  World  Methodist  Council.  Many  of  these 
churches  that  were  formally  connected  with  The  United  Methodist 
Church  are  now  autonomous  churches  with  their  own  government. 

Yet,  they  remain  connected  through  the  network  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council.  There  are  other  members  of  the  Methodist 
family  with  different  origins  including  the  three  black  Methodist 
churches:  AME,  AMEZ,  and  CME.  Also,  the  Free  Methodist 
Church,  the  Primitive  Methodist  Church,  and  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Church  are  very  much  a  part  of  our  family. 

■  Methodist  churches  in  other  parts  of  the  world  have  a  great  deal 
to  teach  us  about  evangelism  and  a  sense  of  community.  There  is 
much  talk  among  our  own  United  Methodist  members  about  how 
the  connection  is  being  weakened  and  our  membership  being  dilut¬ 
ed  because  of  so  many  cultural  pressures  upon  us.  Yet,  when  I  look 
at  the  Methodist  Church  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  I  see  that  it 
has  been  a  sense  of  connection  and  mutual  support  that  has 
brought  the  church  through  trying  times. 

The  meeting  in  Tallinn,  Estonia,  is  now  a  memory,  but  it  remains  a  very  sig¬ 
nificant  part  of  the  strength  of  Methodism  that  I  will  call  upon  in  years  ahead. 
From  Tallinn,  we  spent  a  few  days  of  R  &  R  in  a  Methodist  hotel  and  confer¬ 
ence  center  in  the  Swiss  Alps,  then  on  to  Geneva  for  a  very  exciting  gathering 
of  world  communions  that  I  will  discuss  in  a  future  column. 

It’s  good  to  be  back! 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Centenary's  Dr.  David  Otto  on  nationwide 
Faith/Values  TV  series  'Scriptures  Alive' 


Among  the 
offerings  this 
fall  on  the  Faith 
and  Values 
Channel  on  ca¬ 
ble  stations  all 
across  Louisi¬ 
ana  is  Scrip¬ 
tures  Alive 
featuring  Dr. 
David  Otto, 

Dr.  David  Otto  theologian  and 
Biblical  scholar  who  teaches  reli¬ 
gion  at  Centenary  College  of  Louisi¬ 
ana. 

Otto  is  well-known  to  Louisiana 
United  Methodists  since  he  has  spo¬ 
ken  frequently  at  education  events. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Nurturing 
Task  Force  of  VISION  2000. 

Premise  of  the  program  is  “Scrip¬ 
ture  is  alive  in  the  world  today  and 
speaks  to  the  issues,  culture  and 
news  of  the  day.”  Host  is  Kathleen 
LaCamera,  a  UM  minister  and  TV 
producer. 

Some  forthcoming  topics  of  pro¬ 
grams  are: 

Nov.  1 1 ,  God  Prefers  the  Poor 

How  the  Bible  says  God  has  a  spe- 
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Louisiana  mission  team  first  to  enter  Cuba  after  crisis 


The  first  United  Methodist  group 
to  enter  Cuba  since  the  crisis  in  that 
country  is  a  contingent  from  Louisi¬ 
ana.  Clergy  and  laypersons,  led  by 
Rev.  Tom  Howe  Jr.,  pastor  of  Cor¬ 
nerstone  UMC,  New  Orleans,  are 
now  in  Cuba.  The  dozen  represen¬ 
tatives  of  Louisiana  churches  were 
scheduled  to  have  left  on  Nov.  7 
and  plan  to  return  Nov.  1 5. 

They  are  conducting  Vacation  Bi¬ 
ble  School  during  a  fall  break  time 
in  school  sessions  in  Cuba.  Those 
attending  the  VBS  are  children, 
some  of  whom  have  never  been  ex¬ 
posed  to  VBS,  Sunday  school  or 
even  to  Christianity. 

One  part  of  the  team  is  stationed 
in  Havana  while  the  other  is  work¬ 
ing  from  Matanza.  Each  group  will 
visit  five  churches,  one  each  day.  In 
the  mornings  they  are  to  work  with 
pastors  and  leaders  of  churches  who 
will  adapt  techniques  for  Cuban 
children  and  apply  them  in  after¬ 
noon  sessions.  Presentations,  using 
puppetry,  clown  ministry,  music 
and  drama,  will  be  made  by  the 
children  each  evening. 

Team  members 

Going  to  Cuba  from  Louisiana 
were  Diane  and  Tom  Howe  plus 
Germaine  Peters,  Dr.  Susanne 
White  and  Simmie  Wilson,  layper¬ 
sons  of  Cornerstone  UMC;  Rev. 
Jose’  Garcia,  pastor  of  Mooring- 
sport-Oil  City-Belcher  UMC;  Rev.  Ben 
Santana,  pastor  Messiah-El  Mesias 


UMC;  Rev.  Mark  Martin,  pastor  of 
St.  Charles  UMC,  Destrehan;  Rev. 
Karl  Klaus,  associate  pastor,  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  and 
laypersons:  Deb¬ 
bie  Anderson  of 
Ruston  and  Phil 
Hardgrave  and 
Carolina  Labar- 
ada  of  Alexan¬ 
dria. 

Plans  of  the 
Louisiana  Volun- 

Rev.  Tom  Howe  Jr.  ,eers  jn  Missjon 

teams  had  to  be  flexible.  “Our  plans 
had  to  be  canceled  so  many  times,  but 
when  a  door  shut,  God  opened  a  win¬ 
dow,”  Howe  said  before  they  left. 

The  US  Government  imposed  cer¬ 
tain  rules  about  which  country  they 
could  travel  through  (or  fly  over)  or  de¬ 
part  from  to  get  to  Cuba.  The  Ameri¬ 
cans  were  not  allowed  to  have  Miami 
as  a  point  of  departure.  Nor  could  they 
travel  to  Cuba  from  Jamaica. 

“It  has  finally  worked  out,” 
Howe  said  prior  to  their  departure 
when  their  visas  were  on  the  way, 
"We  are  scheduled  to  go  through 
Cancun  and  pick  up  a  plane  from 
Chile.  A  group  from  Florida  that 
was  to  go,  dropped  out.” 

Howe  and  Garcia  were  among  a 
group  of  Louisiana  ministers  to  take  a 
mission  trip  to  Cuba  last  October  when 
the  regulations  were  less  stringent. 

“We  will  have  to  find  out  what 


new  rules  apply 
there,”  he  said. 


to  our  ministry 


Carried  supplies 

Members  of  the  team  carried  the 
allowable  amount  of  medical  and 
other  supplies  into  the  country. 
Among  these  were  Spanish-lan- 
guage  copies  of  Peter  Rock,  VBS 
materials.  Cokesbury  contributed 
200  copies,  at  the  request  of  Paul 
Morales  in  the  San  Antonio  Cokes¬ 
bury  store. 


Some  members  of  the  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission  were  to  stay 
at  the  Methodist  and  Presbyterian 
Seminary  in  Matanza  or  in  the 
homes  of  church  members.  Others 
were  to  be  housed  in  the  Methodist 
Conference  Center  in  Havana. 

Howe  said  the  project  is  related 
to  VIM.  Being  used  are  funds  from 
individuals,  churches,  districts; 
VIM,  Conference  Special  Ministries 
and  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 


Antebellum  church  notes  180  years 


Bishop  Oden  represents  World  Methodists 
as  he  presents  paper  in  Switzerland 


Somebody  said  "smile”  and  it  was  not  difficult  for  the  pastor,  Rev. 
L.  Darwin  Brecheen,  and  two  recent  confirmands,  Heather  Lea, 
LEFT,  and  her  sister,  Tammy  Lea.  During  a  special  event  in  Slaughter 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge  District,  the  girls  were  presented  with  Bibles. 


cial  love  for  the  poor  and  down¬ 
trodden. 

Nov.  18  Finding  the  Woman  in 

God  Positive  and  negative  images 
of  “woman”  in  the  culture  and  how 
the  images  are  rooted  in  Biblical 
tradition. 

Dec. 2  Gambling  How  does  the 
Bible  view  gambling? 

The  series  continues  through  De¬ 
cember  and  is  viewed  Fridays,  2  - 
2:30  p.m.  and  repeated  Sundays  at 
1  a.m.  and  Wednesdays  at  6  a.m. 
(Programs  may  be  recorded  for  later 
use). 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  has  re 
turned  from  Bossey,  Switzerland, 
where  he  represented  the  Methodist 
World  Council  when  he  presented  a 
paper  at  a  recent  ecumenical  forum. 

The  Sixth  Forum  on  Bilateral 
Conversations  met  Oct.  8-13  at  the 
Ecumenical  Institute  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  in  that  coun¬ 
try. 

The  forum  has  convened  periodi¬ 
cally  since  1978  to  study  and  evalu¬ 
ate  developments  in  bilateral 
dialogues  between  various  Chris¬ 
tian  World  Communions.  Bilateral 
dialogues  allow  two  parties  to  con¬ 
centrate  on  the  particular  issues 
that  have  divided  them  or  the  com¬ 
mon  ground  that  unites  them. 

Continued  contact 

Another  aim  of  the  forum  is  to 
have  continued  contact  and  commu¬ 
nication  so  the  development  in  each 
can  contribute  to  the  benefit  of  all. 

Subject  of  the  recent  forum  was 
the  process  of  responding  to  and  re¬ 
ceiving  the  results  of  ecumenical  di¬ 
alogues,  especially  the  dynamics  of 
the  response  process  in  various  de¬ 
nominations.  The  papers  included 
reference  to  multilateral  dialogue 
reports,  Baptism,  Eucharist  and 
Ministry. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  mod¬ 
em  ecumenical  movement,  bilateral 
and  multilateral  dialogues  have 
been  conducted  side  by  side.  The 
wider  context  calls  forth  multilater¬ 
al  dialogue. 


At  the  universal  level  the  WCC 
has  been  the  principal  locus  and  in¬ 
strument  of  the  churches  for  multi¬ 
lateral  dialogue.  A  certain  common 
ground  is  needed.  While  member 
churches  may  retain  their  own  ec- 
clesiology,  to  join  the  WCC  implies 
that  one’s  fellow  members  are  at 
least  plausible  partners  in  a  com¬ 
mon  effort  to  serve  the  Triune  God 
(Trinity). 

Central  themes 

Multilateral  dialogue  tends  to  fo¬ 
cus  on  central  themes  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  since  these  are  shared  by 
the  greatest  range  of  partners. 

In  addition  to  the  Methodist 
World  Council,  those  presenting  pa¬ 
pers  represented  the  Anglican  Com¬ 
munion,  World  Alliance  of 
Reformed  Churches,  Lutheran 
World  Federation,  Pontifical  Coun¬ 
cil  for  Promoting  Christian  Unity, 
Disciples  Ecumenical  Consultative 
Council  and  Disciples  Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. 

Others  attending  were  from  the 
Baptist  World  Alliance,  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Conference  of  Old  Catholic 
Bishops,  the  Mennonite  World 
Conference,  the  Malankara  Ortho¬ 
dox  Syrian  Church,  the  Church  of 
South  India  and  the  Uniting 
Church  of  Australia. 

A  report  of  the  forum  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Conference  of  Secre¬ 
taries  of  Christian  World 
Communions  and  published  by  the 
Commission  on  Faith  and  Order. 


Over  150  attend  Bishop's  Club  Dinners 


Over  150  people  attended  the 
first  annual  Bishop’s  Club  Dinners 
sponsored  by  the  UM  Foundation 
of  Louisiana  during  October.  This 
included  the  200  that  responded  by 
making  contributions. 

Honored  as  lifetime  members  for 
their  continued  support  of  the  foun¬ 
dation  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Luther 


Indian  Conference  marks  ministry  of  150  years 


Oklahoma 
Indian  Mission¬ 
ary  Conference 

celebrated  1 50 
years  of  mis¬ 
sion  and  minis¬ 
try  on  Oct.  23. 

The  logo  sym¬ 
bolizes  the  jour¬ 
ney  of  faith  and  sorrow  called  the 
“Trail  of  Tears,”  made  by  Cherokees, 
Chickasaws,  Choctaws,  Creeks  and 
Seminoles  in  the  1 830s.  It  also  repre¬ 


sents  similar  journeys  made  by  other 
tribes  who  helped  forge  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference. 

In  Louisiana,  ancestors  of  the 
Houma  Indians  which  make  up 
much  of  Dulac  Cooperative  Minis¬ 
tries,  were  forced  to  move  more  and 
more  southward  until  they  ended  in 
the  remote  place  they  now  occupy. 
There  were  other  injustices.  When 
public  schools  were  started  in  Loui¬ 
siana,  the  Indian  children  were  not 
allowed  to  attend. 


Jordan  Jr.,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phil¬ 
lip  Preis,  all  of  Baton  Rouge;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mat  Kawasaki  of  Slidell, 
and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  S.  W.  Turney  of 
Lafayette.  In  addition,  the  late  G. 
W.  James  Sr.  was  remembered  for 
the  support  he  gave  during  his  life¬ 
time,  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed,  executive 
director  of  the  foundation,  said. 

The  three  Bishop’s  Club  Dinners 
were  held  in  Shreveport,  Alexandria 
and  New  Orleans. 

Bishop  Oden,  featured  speaker  at 
the  dinners,  said  he  was  pleased  at 
the  positive  response. 

The  foundation  was  chartered  in 
1975. 

The  bishop  said,  “It  has  grown 
from  an  acorn  to  a  mighty  oak.” 
Phillip  Preis,  former  legal  counsel 
to  the  Foundation,  spoke  on  the 
subject  of  “Planned  Giving."  He 
also  expressed  his  appreciation  for 
the  foundation’s  contributions  to 
a  variety  of  ministries. 


When  Bethel  UMC  in  Pride  observed  its  180th  birthday  recently, 
certificates  were  given  to  members  affiliated  for  50  or  more  years. 
In  the  photo  above,  with  the  pastor,  are  some  of  the  long-time 
members,  front  row,  seated,  Milton  Shaffer,  left,  and  Richard  Jones, 
and  back  row,  standing,  from  left,  are  Harnie  Kendrick,  Adine  De- 
vall,  Jimmie  Byers,  the  Rev.  Penn  Morgan,  Eleanor  Jones  and  Alma 
Lipscomb.  Not  pictured  is  Vera  White,  a  member  for  72  years,  who 
was  unable  to  attend. 


Some  of  the 
youngest  mem¬ 
bers,  Emily  and 
Claire  Morgan, 
left,  twins, 
were  just  plum 
tuckered  out 
from  celebrat¬ 
ing  but  their 
sister,  Sarah, 
above,  was  still 
enjoying  her¬ 
self. 


Bethel  survives  war,  fire  and  storms 
but  spirit  of  early  church  continues 


It’s  hard  to  keep  a  good  church 
down.  Since  the  church  is  the  peo¬ 
ple  not  just  the  buildings,  the  struc¬ 
tures  have  changed  but  “the  spirit 
of  the  early  church  still  continues 
through  the  years"  at  Bethel  UMC 
in  Pride,  Cherry  Talbert,  a  lay 
member,  reports. 

One  of  the  oldest  congregations 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference,  Bethel 
recently  celebrated  its  180th  anni¬ 
versary.  The  church  has  survived 
war,  fire  and  storms. 

In  its  infancy  the  church  was 
served  by  circuit  riders.  A  plain  log 
church  was  built  about  1814  on  an 
oak  ridge  strip  of  land  surrounded 
by  vast  cane  fields,  according  to  his¬ 
torical  records.  The  property  was 
donated  by  pioneer  members,  Sarah 
and  John  O.  Denham. 

The  church  building  was  situated 
in  an  area  burned  by  troops  during 
the  Civil  War.  John  B.  Powers,  a 


member,  saw  the  building  burning 
and  promised  that  if  he  lived,  he 
would  rebuild  the  church  when  the 
war  ended.  He  kept  his  promise. 

It  was  said  of  Powers  that  “he 
was  liberal  with  the  means  with 
which  heaven  blessed  him,  both  to 
the  church  and  to  the  indigent.” 

The  church  has  always  been  in 
basically  the  same  area,  Talbert 
said.  A  major  storm  flattened  the 
one-room  building  in  1909  but,  us¬ 
ing  the  same  materials,  members  re¬ 
built  the  church.  The  current 
building  was  first  occupied  in  1959. 

Thirty-four  clergy  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  congregation  since 
1882  including  Rev.  J.  Penn  Mor¬ 
gan,  the  current  pastor.  Present  for 
the  180th  celebration  was  Rev. 
Marvin  McFarland  who  served  the 
church  in  the  sixties  and  Billie 
Smith,  whose  husband,  Rev.  T.  J. 
Smith  was  a  pastor  in  the  fifties. 


Mount  Zion  UMC  to  observe  Women's  Day 


Mount  Zion  UMC  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  where  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris  is 
pastor,  will  celebrate  Women’s  Day 
Sunday,  Nov.  13,  at  the  1 1  a.m.  ser¬ 
vice. 

Speaker  will  be  Grace  L.  John¬ 
son.  “She  is  a  concerned  child  of 
God,  a  mother,  an  educator,  civic 
and  community  worker  and  a  poet¬ 


ess,”  Myraline  M.  Jamison,  publici¬ 
ty  chair,  said. 

A  member  of  Bethany  UMC, 
Johnson  serves  in  several  areas  of 
ministry  and  administration. 

Chairs  of  Mount  Zion's  obser¬ 
vance  are  Dr.  Laura  Hardester  and 
Marion  Hardester. 
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Signposts 
on  the  quest 
toward  unity 

As  Thanksgiving  1994  approaches,  straws  in 
the  wind  are  cause  for  particular  gratitude  and 
hope  among  unity-seeking  Christians. 

Item:  A  distinguished  publisher  and  former 
religion  editor  told  members  of  the  Religious 
Public  Relations  Council  that  religion  is  being 
taken  with  renewed  seriousness  throughout  the 
American  culture  (see  UMR,  Oct.  21).  “God  is  a 
hot  topic  today,”  he  said. 

Item:  The  United  Methodist  Church’s  top  ec¬ 
umenical  agency  is  preparing  legislation  for  the 
church's  1996  legislative  General  Conference 
(hat  would  “acknowledge  the  appropriateness” 
of  United  Methodists’  having  member  status  in 
other  religious  bodies. 

One  more  item,  perhaps  not  exactly  cause  for 
gratitude  and  hope,  nonetheless  is  instructive. 

-  Participants  at  a 

17  H  j  fry  f*  i  1  "Conference  on  the 
H-Rl  ICtl  Future  of  Mainline 
Denominations" 
heard  experts  state  what  many  already  knew:  Tra¬ 
ditional  church  structures  are  declining  in  strength 
and  importance  (see  UMR,  Oct.  14).  This  and 
similar  trends  away  from  familiar  mainline 
structures  are  “challenging  people  to  think  in 
different  ways  about  God,”  a  church  leader 
said. 

We  believe  that  these  otherwise  unrelated 
items  converge  on  a  matter  vital  for  Christians 
who  take  seriously  Jesus’  prayer  for  unity  (John 
17:22):  the  emergence  of  a  receptive  climate  for 
both  "God  talk”  and  “God  walk”  that  cuts 
across  longstanding  religious  divisions. 

Not  all  is  roses.  Caught  in  the  same  turmoil 
affecting  denominational  structures,  mainline 
ecumenical  agencies  such  as  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  also 
are  in  the  throes  of  uncertainty.  Ironically,  they 
may  be  victims  of  their  own  effectiveness  in  fos¬ 
tering  an  awareness  that  the  quest  for  unity 
transcends  existing  structures,  including  those 
created  to  promote  unity! 

Nevertheless,  as  a  practical  matter,  countless 
individual  Christians  and  congregations  faith¬ 
fully  live  out  the  mandate  for  interchurch/inter¬ 
faith  cooperation  and  witness.  Evidence  of  such 
“practical  ecumenism"  includes: 

■  CROP  Walks  to  aid  hungry  people; 

■  Support  for  community-wide  soup  kitchens 
and  shelters  for  the  homeless; 

■  The  recent  interfaith  observance  of  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Sabbath  in  protest  of  violence  against 
youngsters  and 

■  Annual  community  Thanksgiving  worship 
services. 

The  quest  for  unity  is  part  of  the  Christian 
mandate  that  Protestant  Christians  are  particu¬ 
larly  well  suited  to  embrace.  Our  tradition  as 
heirs  of  the  Reformation  is  one  of  continuously 
witnessing  to  the  scope  and  application  of 
God’s  truth  to  the  needs  of  a  changing  world. 

If  straws  in  the  wind  are  inviting  us  to  act  on 
that  witness  in  confident  and  hopeful  ways,  we 
should  celebrate  and  deliberate  on  how  best  to 
respond.  One  suggestion: 

As  we  give  thanks  this  year  to  God  with  our 
sisters  and  brothers  seated  in  common  worship 
from  across  our  communities,  consider  asking 
each  other  this  question:  “How  can  we  go  be¬ 
yond  once-a-year  Thanksgiving  worship  to  wit¬ 
ness  and  work  for  one  world  under  God?” 


Interfaith  observances  are  among  many  ev¬ 
idences  of  "practical  ecumenism"  going  on 
regularly  in  communities  (see  related  edi¬ 
torial  above). 


Ways  church  can  help  single-parent  families 


Douglas  W.  Rettig  stated  in  his 
recent  letter  that  the  church  must 
support  the  two-parent  family  as 
its  ideal  (see  UMR,  Oct.  21). 

Most  single  parents  never  in¬ 
tended  to  be  raising  children 
alone. 

1  look  around  our  church  and 
see  Betty  and  her  daughter.  They 
didn’t  know  that  the  Army  would 
send  Daddy  home  in  a  box. 

Jane  considers  herself  lucky  to 
have  found  a  factory  job  when 
leukemia  took  her  young  hus¬ 
band  and  the  family  had  no  in¬ 
surance. 

Daddy’s  heart  attack  left  my 
school-age  son  fatherless. 

Shirley  is  even  worse  off.  After 
15  years  of  marriage,  her  hus¬ 
band  took  off  for  California  to 
“find  himself.”  Maybe  he  knows 
where  he  is — but  the  State  of  Illi¬ 
nois  has  been  looking  for  him  for 
two  years  for  child  support. 
Meanwhile,  the  rent  is  due,  and 
the  children  need  shoes. 

Though  it’s  usually  women 
who  get  stuck  with  single  parent¬ 
ing,  I  have  a  neighbor  whose  wife 
ran  away  and  left  him  to  rear  the 
children  alone.  These  are  all  “le¬ 
gitimate”  families. 

Not  all  unmarried  mothers  set 
out  to  be  Murphy  Brown.  Al¬ 
though  shotgun  weddings  are  as 
out-of-date  as  buggy  whips,  un¬ 
fortunately  some  men  promise 
anything  and  vanish  as  soon  as 
the  pregnancy  test  turns  positive. 

Not  all  of  these  parents  need 
tax  money  for  help  but  they  all 
need  family  help.  What  can  the 
church  do? 

First,  include  these  children  in 
all  activities,  not  only  church 
ones.  A  working,  single  parent 
can’t  take  time  off  to  chauffeur 
Suzy  and  Bill  to  Scout  meetings 
or  soccer  practice.  Suzy  and  Bill 
also  need  a  father  model. 

Second — and  this  is  harder — 
support  the  single  mother  in  her 
efforts  to  establish  paternity  and 
gain  support  for  her  child.  Have 
you  accompanied  a  young  mother 
to  court  and  heard  the  statements 
she  must  face  as  she  tries  to  have 
her  child  acknowledged  and  sup¬ 
ported  by  a  reluctant  father? 

Third,  remember  that  it  takes 
two  to  have  a  baby,  in  or  out  of 
wedlock.  Girls  are  encouraged  to 
think  of  motherhood  as  their 
greatest  joy;  boys  are  encouraged 
to  think  of  fatherhood  as  a  trap. 
The  pleasures  and  responsibil¬ 
ities  of  parenthood  deserve  to  be 
encouraged  and  taught  at  Sunday 
School  and  youth  group. 

The  church  which  considers  all 
children  as  its  own  is  doubly 
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Most  families  want  to  be  two-parent  units  like  this  family,  but 
circumstances  often  force  single-parenthood  upon  families, 
says  a  reader.  No  matter  what  their  parental  situation,  the 
church  should  serve  all  children,  she  adds  (see  related  letter  at 
left). 


blessed.  These  children  enrich  the 
present  and  ensure  our  future. 

Mavis  Schraudenback 
Streator,  Illinois 

Revisionist  view 

To  print  such  a  revisionist 
view  of  Halloween  (see  UMR, 
Oct.  28)  on  the  front  page  of  a 
United  Methodist  paper  is  per¬ 
haps  yet  another  indicator  of 
how  much  trouble  our  church  is 
in.  It  is/was  not  just  another  frol¬ 
ic  in  the  Fall  by  some  fun-loving 
Irish  rural  folk. 

As  a  person  formerly  involved 
in  the  occult  and  now  a  pastor, 
let  me  assure  you  that  there  are 
many  books  on  the  subject.  Sam- 
hain  was  the  Lord  of  the  Dead 
and  Lord  of  Fire  in  the  Druidic 
religion.  The  Druids  were  fond  of 
suspending  live  victims  in  wicker 
baskets  and  then  burning  them 
slowly  to  death  by  building  Fires 
beneath  them,  (Death  +  Fire  = 
Samhain). 

Halloween  may  today  be  very 


different,  but  its  roots  are  dark 
and  evil.  Let’s  not  whitewash 
that,  too.  There  is  nothing 
“healthy”  about  its  origins. 

Ron  Stelzleni 
Mondovi,  Wisconsin 

What's  really  needed 

I  thought  Robert  Lear’s  article 
“Leaders:  What  future  for  main¬ 
line  church?"  was  going  to  have 
great  insights  into  the  most  press¬ 
ing  problem  in  the  church  today 
(see  UMR.  Oct.  21).  However,  it 
appears,  that  we  will  do  what  we 
have  always  done,  “put  together 
a  larger  conference”  (see  related 
editorial  on  this  page). 

When  is  the  church  going  to  re¬ 
alize  that  what  is  really  needed  in 
the  church  today  is  to  have 
preachers  in  the  pulpit  who  are 
dedicated  to  Christ  and  not  to 
the  church? 

Too  many  clergy  tiptoe  around 
what  the  purpose  for  gathering 
believers  together  for  worship 
really  is:  Conversion  of  the  lost 


and  equipping  of  the  saints! 

We  need  to  have  Christ  exalted 
from  the  pulpit  every  time  we 
gather.  How  are  the  saints  to  be 
equipped  if  they  are  never  chal¬ 
lenged  to  reach  out  in  faith  be¬ 
yond  their  comfort  zone? 

When  the  clergy  begin  to  hear 
comments  like,  “Your  message 
was  inspirational  AND  I  want  you 
to  help  me  find  a  way  for  me  to  be 
in  ministry”  instead  of  “I  enjoyed 
your  message,"  then  the  church 
will  begin  to  develop  lay  leader¬ 
ship  instead  of  administrators. 

Donald  A.  Jewell 
Juno  Beach,  Florida 

I  echo  complaints 

As  a  part-time  United  Method¬ 
ist  Local  Pastor,  I  echo  the  com¬ 
plaints  and  issues  raised  in 
Daniel  R.  Gangler’s  two  articles 
concerning  the  recent  meeting  of 
the  United  Methodist  Fellowship 
of  Associate  Members  and  Local 
Pastors  (see  UMR.  Oct.  14). 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  confused  the  issue  of  lay  and 
ordained  ministry  by  continuing 
to  define  these  ministries  func¬ 
tionally. 

The  line  between  laity  and 
clergy  has  often  been  blurred  by 
those  that  do  the  work  of  an  or¬ 
dained  ministry  but  are  not  or¬ 
dained  (such  as  a  local  pastor) 
and  those  that  are  ordained  but 
do  the  same  work  as  other  laity 
(such  as  appointments  beyond 
the  local  church  in  seminaries 
and  social  agencies).  Relying  on 
the  job  description  and  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  a  minister  creates  more 
confusion  as  laity  become  em¬ 
powered  within  the  church. 

Both  ordained  and  diaconal 
ministers  have  a  special  place 
and  role  within  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  within  the 
ministry  of  all  Christians.  Both 
roles  need  to  be  defined  with  an 
inclination  toward  what  each 
ministry  “is”  rather  than  on  what 
each  ministry  “does.” 

Andrew  Keck 

Earn  Claire,  Pennsylvania 

Thanks  for  article 

Thank  you  so  much  for  the’ ar¬ 
ticle  on  the  Independent  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Alcohol  and  Other 
Drugs  for  United  Methodists  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  14). 

1  am  an  activist  in  the  anti¬ 
drug  movement  and  have  been 
very  disappointed  with  the  re¬ 
sponse  of  Christian  community 
in  regard  to  this  particular  drug. 

The  linkage  of  the  use  of  alco¬ 
hol  with  violence,  homelessness, 
unplanned  pregnancies,  drop- 
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outs,  etc.  is  well  documented. 

This  committee's  effort  to 
eliminate  alcoholic  beverage  ad¬ 
vertising  needs  to  have  the 
prayer  and  financial  support  of 
many  of  us,  because  the  industry 
has  billions  to  lose  in  revenue  if 
we  succeed. 

Dianne  M.  Berlin 
Manheim,  Pennsylvania 

Editor's  note:  More  informa¬ 
tion  may  be  obtained  by  writing 
the  Independent  Committee  on 
Alcohol,  and  Other  Drugs  for  United 
Methodists,  P.O.  Box  532,  Rich¬ 
ardson,  TX  75080. 

I  beg  to  differ 

In  a  recent  letter,  Thomas  Lang¬ 
ford  blamed  the  “Council  on  Min¬ 
istries”  for  many  maladies  within 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 
He  went  on  to  say  that  “The 
Council  on  Ministries  had  never 
worked  anywhere  . . .” 

I  beg  to  differ.  I  am  old  enough 
to  remember  the  old  “Official 
Board”  and  know  that  90  percent 
of  the  time  was  spent  on  budget 
and  trustee  matters.  Evangelism, 
missions,  outreach,  education 
and  worship  all  played  a  distant 
second  fiddle  to  financial  and 
property  matters. 

1  have  found  the  Council  on 
Ministries  to  be  a  wonderful  con¬ 
cept  that  has  allowed  in-depth 
prayerful  planning  of  ministries 
with  and  to  people.  It  is  a  sheer 
joy  to  have  a  meeting  where  we 
are  not  hamstrung  by  financial 
limitations  nor  discussions  about 
repairing  the  church  van  but  free 
to  focus  on  how  to  share  the  love 
of  Christ. 

When  it  comes  to  the  “Council 
on  Ministries”  in  the  local 
church,  I  am  a  believer. 

Robert  R.  Smith 
Belleville,  Illinois 

We're  all  ethnic 

Regarding  a  “Faith  Connection" 
item  inthe  Oct.  21  issue  about  the 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont, 
Calif.,  having  47  percent  of  its  stu¬ 
dent  body  as  “ethnic”: 

There  is  nobody  without  an 
ethnic  background.  “Ethnic"  is 
not  a  synonym  for  “non-white." 

If  this  error  is  the  fault  of 
Claremont  School  of  Theology,  I 
think  you  should  point  it  out  to 
them.  If  it  is  your  fault,  please  re¬ 
pent  and  do  better. 

Robert  H.  Klenck 
Folsom,  Pennsylvania 


What  others  are  saying 

“Everyone  should  be  a  missionary!  If  we’re  not  missionaries, 
we  must  ask  ourselves  why  we  are  Christians.  Mission  is  the 
vocation  of  the  church.” 

— The  Rev.  Charles  Amjad-Ali,  Bible  study  leader  for  the  recent 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  meeting. 

*  *  * 

“Without  Christian  morals  and  values  we  will  never  over¬ 
come  the  crisis  in  Russia  and  enjoy  the  life  that  other  parts  of 
the  world  enjoy.  It  may  take  a  long  time  to  bring  back  Chris¬ 
tian  values  after  three  and  a  half  generations  of  atheism.” 

— Father  Ioann  Economsev,  head  of  religious  education  for  the 
Russian  Orthodox  Church,  speaking  to  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

*  *  * 

“Friends,  it’s  so  important  for  us  always  to  be  Jesus  to  oth¬ 
ers.  We  never  know  what  spark  of  the  divine  we’ll  ignite  in 
someone.” 

— United  Methodist  deaconess  Gayle  Lesure  of  Pocohontas  Co¬ 
operative  Parish,  Marlinton,  W.Va. 

★  *  * 

“Nothing  is  created  without  a  vision.  If  you  can’t  see  a 
thing,  it  won’t  come  about." 

—Dr.  Adenale  Troutman,  United  Methodist  layman,  Mont¬ 
clair,  NJ. 

*  *  * 

“To  water  down  each  faith  to  a  least  common  denominator 
threatens  to  rob  every  tradition  of  its  distinctive  identity  and 
power.” 

— Catholic  theologian  Leo  D.  Lefebure,  writing  in  The  Christian 
Century. 


Tell  us  your  views 

We  welcome  readers'  responses. 
Letters  must  be  original  and  carry  the 
writer’s  name,  signature  and  address. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
“Letters  to  the  Editor,”  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266-0275,  or  fax  letters  to 
214-630-0079. 


’Yes,  we  should  do  more  to 
attract  the  younger  group,  but 
punching  up  the  Lord's  prayer 
isn't  the  answer." 
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Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

“Love  bears  all  things,  believes 
all  things,  hopes  all  things,  en¬ 
dures  all  things.” 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Luke  10:27) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  13 
Sunday:  Psalm  113:1-4 
Monday:  Psalm  1 1 3:5-9 
Tuesday:  1  Samuel  1 :4-9 
Wednesday:  1  Samuel  1:10-20 
Thursday:  Hebrews  1 0: 1 1  - 1 4 
Friday:  Hebrews  10:15-18 
ftnlurdaxr  Mark  1  3: 1-8 


I’m  helping  to  build 
a  church  right  now! 

The  investment  I  chose  pays  me 
interest  and  builds  churches. 
Would  you  like  to  help  too? 

United  Methodist  Development  Fund  accepts  investments  from  United 
Methodist  individuals  or  organizations,  sends  them  an  interest  check 
twice  a  year,  then  lends  that  money  lo  United  Methodist  churches  for 
new  construction  and/or  renovation. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  The  Fund's  sole  purpose 
is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  by  providing 
first  mortgage  loans  to  churches.  This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All 
offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering  Circular. 

Call  or  write  for  the  Offering  Circular:  If  you’re  a  church, 

The  United  for  mortgage 

Methodist  information, call: 

Development  Fund  (212)  870-3865 

Room  320 

475  Riverside  Drive, 

New  York.  NY  10115 
(212)  870-3856  or 
1-800-862-8633 
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HAITI  SETS  DATE:  The  Methodist 

Church  in  Haiti  will  be  ready  to  receive  volun¬ 
teer  teams  in  February,  according  to  the  United 
■  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  Haitian  Meth¬ 
odists  have  expressed  priority  for  medical  teams 
and  work  teams  for  repairs  and  renovations  to 
schools,  clinics  and  other  buildings.  Besides  an 
Oct.  4  grant  of  $50,000  for  food  purchases,  UM- 
COR  has  sent  the  Haitian  church  another 
$60,000  to  continue  its  hot  lunch  program  in  the 
schools.  The  church’s  missions  board  is  also  dis¬ 
patching  Robert  and  Nancy  Osgood  of  the  New 
York  Annual  Conference  as  missionaries  to  Hai¬ 
ti  in  January. 

OVERRULED:  United  Methodism’s  “high 
.  court,”  the  Judicial  Council,  recently  ruled  an 
action  by  the  church’s  1992  legislative  General 
Conference  unconstitutional.  The  vote  two 
years  ago  gave  deaconesses  the  right  to  vote  at 
sessions  of  the  church’s  regional  judicatories 
known  as  annual  conferences.  The  Judicial 
Council  said  General  Conference  cannot  grant 
voting  rights  to  deaconesses  because  they  are 
not  members  of  annual  conferences. 

39  RECEIVE  GRANTS:  Thirty-nine 

earthquake-damaged  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  Los  Angeles  area  recently  be¬ 
came  the  first  approved  to  receive  $732,671  in 
grants  for  repairs  from  denomination-wide  con¬ 
tributions.  The  Bishops’  Appeal  (Emergency 
Advance  #901330-8)  has  accumulated  contri¬ 
butions  totalling  $1.85  million.  Last  January’s 
quake  inflicted  an  estimated  $4  million  in 
damage  to  66  United  Methodist  churches,  par¬ 
sonages  and  episcopal  residences. 

27  TO  GRADUATE:  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Africa  University  in  Zimbabwe  will 
hold  its  first  commencement  Dec.  17.  Twenty- 
seven  graduates  will  complete  undergraduate 
studies  (nine  in  theology,  18  in  agriculture). 
Africa  University,  the  only  United  Methodist 
school  of  higher  education  in  Africa,  has  90 
students  and  21  instructors. 

CITED  BY  MAGAZINE:  In  a  three- 
page  article,  Newsweek  magazine  recently  said 
Hillary  Rodham  Clinton  “is  as  pious  as  she  is 
political.”  “Methodism,  for  her,”  the  magazine 
said,  “is  not  just  a  church  but  an  extended 
family  of  faith  that  defines  her  horizons."  She 
“thinks  like  a  Methodist,  talks  like  a  Method¬ 
ist  and  wants  to  reform  society  just  like  a  well- 
Sunday-schooled  Methodist  church  woman 
should,"  the  article  continued.  Asked  to  name 
her  favorite  scripture,  she  cited  Matthew  chap¬ 
ters  5,  6  and  7  “or  the  whole  Book  of  James — 
because  I,  being  a  Methodist,  am  big  on  deeds 
as  well  as  words.” 

HELP  TO  BALTIMORE:  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  is  providing  fi¬ 
nancial  support  to  undergird  local  relief  efforts 
in  Baltimore  following  two  Nov.  1  tornadoes 
that  left  more  than  200  families  homeless  and 
damaged  or  destroyed  1 50  homes.  UMCOR 
provided  a  $10,000  disaster  grant  to  the 
church’s  Baltimore-Washington  regional  disas¬ 
ter  relief  efforts.  Donations  may  be  made 
through  UMCOR’s  domestic  disaster  fund 
#901670-1,  designated  for  the  Baltimore  torna¬ 
do  response. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Congregation  shocked  over  boys'  deaths 


"lust  last  Saturday  (Oct. 29)  we  had  a  special 
candlelight  service  to  pray  for  the  children. 
People  really  turned  out." 

— Margaret  Long 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Members  of  Buffalo  United 
Methodist  Church,  about  three 
miles  from  Union,  S.C.,  have  been 
walking  around  in  shock,  not 
knowing  what  to  think  or  believe, 
according  to  their  pastor’s  wife. 

One  of  their  own,  Susan 
Vaughan  Smith,  23,  has  been 
charged  with  the  murder  of  her 
two  children,  3-year-old  Michael 
and  14-month-old  Alex. 

“Everybody  is  just  devastat¬ 
ed,”  Margaret  Long,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Mark  Reagan  Long,  told  the 
Reporter. 

The  children  had  been  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  a  nationwide  search  since 
Oct.  25  when  Ms.  Smith  told  po¬ 
lice  that  a  black  gunman  forced 


her  from  her  car  and  drove  away 
with  the  children. 

While  law  enforcement  officials 
and  volunteers  searched  for  the 
children,  residents  of  Union  and 
Buffalo  packed  local  churches  to 
pray  for  their  safe  return. 

Ms.  Long  said  that  Ms.  Smith 
came  to  the  Buffalo  church  as  of¬ 
ten  as  she  could,  bringing  the 
older  child  with  her. 

Ms.  Smith’s  stepfather,  Beverly 
Russell  Vaughan,  sings  in  the  300- 
member  congregation’s  choir. 

“Just  last  Saturday  (Oct.29)  we 


had  a  special  candlelight  service  to 
pray  for  the  children,”  said  Mrs. 
Long.  “People  really  turned  out." 

Ms.  Smith  was  arrested  Nov.  3 
after  her  car  was  found  sub¬ 
merged  in  a  nearby  lake  with  the 
children’s  bodies  strapped  to  the 
back  seat. 

“The  pathos,  the  tragedy,  of 
that  event  has  reached  far  be¬ 
yond  the  family,”  the  Rev.  Willie 
Teague,  director  of  communica¬ 
tions  for  the  church’s  South  Car¬ 
olina  regional  conference,  told 
the  Reporter. 


Union  County  residents  are 
rocked  to  their  core,  he  said. 

Mr.  Teague  said  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastors  in  the  county  seat, 
Union,  population  10,000,  in 
northern  South  Carolina,  have 
been  counseling  distressed  resi¬ 
dents  during  the  entire  ordeal. 

County  residents  have  had  their 
problems  but  they  pull  together 
when  something  happens  to  one  of 
their  own,  Mr.  Teague  said. 

Most  people  of  Union  County 
work  in  textile  mills,  according 
to  Mr.  Teague  and  other  South 
Carolina  church  leaders. 

Racial  tensions  have  been  high 
there  for  years,  “a  tinderbox 
waiting  to  be  ignited,”  reportedly 
in  part  over  Klan  activity. 

Ms.  Smith’s  claim  that  a  black 


man  had  abducted  the  children 
reportedly  generated  some  misdi¬ 
rected  anger  toward  African- 
Americans  in  Union  County, 
Bishop  Joseph  Bethea  told  the 
Reporter. 

“This  anger  has  been  redirect¬ 
ed,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Bethea,  himself  an  Af¬ 
rican-American,  said  he  remains 
optimistic. 

“It  would  be  my  hope  that  it 
would  improve  the  [racial]  situa¬ 
tion  to  learn  that  this  act  was  not 
perpetuated  by  an  African-Ameri¬ 
can  as  portrayed,”  the  bishop  said. 

In  the  meantime,  a  media-be¬ 
sieged  community  of  faith  is  griev¬ 
ing  for  two  of  their  children  and 
mystified  about  how  one  of  its  own 
could  apparently  turn  so  violent. 


Bishops  lean'  toward  permanent  deacon  order 


13-member  panel  prefers  new  deacons  be  clergy  members  of  annual  conferences 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

LAKE  (UNALUSKA,  N.C. — Bishop  William  W.  Dew  Jr.  (Portland  Area)  and  Bishop  Sharon  Zim¬ 
merman  Rader  (Wisconsin  Area)  review  the  document  “The  Deacon  in  United  Methodism"  pre¬ 
sented  by  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  (Louisiana  Area)  during  the  Council  of  Bishops  meeting  Oct. 
30-Nov.4  (see  accompanying  story). 


of  ministry  study 


Highlights,  timeline 

Reporter  Staff  Special 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— Highlights  and 
projected  timeline  of  the  bishops’  study  of  United 
Methodist  ministry: 

■  Each  person  in  the  proposed  new  order  of  dea¬ 
con  would  be  a  clergy  member  of  a  (regional)  an¬ 
nual  conference. 

■  Under  appointment  of  a  bishop,  each  deacon 
might  pledge  to  “go  where  sent  with  total  mission- 
al  abandonment”  or  be  non-itinerant  (not  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  being  moved  from  one  ministry  to  another). 

■  Ordination  as  a  deacon  would  not  normally 


lead  to  becoming  an  elder. 

■  The  present  order  of  elder  would  be  left  as  is. 

■  The  13-member  Committee  to  Study  the  Min¬ 
istry  will  meet  Dec.  5-7  in  Denver.  An  updated 
document  will  then  go  to  response  groups  of  lay 
and  clergy  people  across  the  denomination. 

■  The  Council  of  Bishops  will  review  the  paper 
at  its  May  1995  meeting  in  Austin,  Texas.  Adop¬ 
tion  by  the  council  is  anticipated  at  the  bishops' 
Fall  1995  meeting  for  submission  to  the  1996  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

—DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C. — A 
committee  of  United  Methodist 
bishops  last  week  revealed  its 
"leanings”  toward  a  new  ordained 
ministerial  order  of  deacon. 

The  plan  was  presented  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops  in  a  27-page 
document  by  Bishop  William  B. 
Oden  (Louisiana  Area),  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  bishops’  Committee  to 
Study  the  Ministry.  The  study 
was  ordered  by  the  1 992  General 
Conference,  the  church's  highest 
legislative  body. 

Some  disappointment 

Bishop  Oden  introduced  the 
report  by  saying,  “There  is  some 
disappointment  that  we  don’t 
come  with  a  complete  plan.  We 
have  no  complete  plan,  but  we 
have  leanings.” 

The  ministry  study  committee 
asked  the  bishops  to  consider  an 
ordained  permanent  deacon  who 
would  be  a  clergy  member  of  an 
annual  (regional)  conference  of 
the  church. 

According  to  the  report,  an  or¬ 
dained  deacon  would  also : 

■  Lead  the  congregation  in  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  world; 

■  Assist  in  Holy  Communion; 

■  Serve  wherever  the  mission 
requires; 

■  Lead  the  church  in  specific 
roles  such  as  teaching,  nurturing, 
administration  and  music; 

■  Equip  the  congregation  “to 
serve  concretely  in  the  world.” 

A  deacon  could  be  full-  or  part- 
time,  appointed  to  a  local  church 
with  or  without  stipend  or  even  be 
appointed  to  secular  employment. 

According  to  the  committee’s 
plan,  the  deacon  would  be  held 
accountable  in  three  ways: 

■  By  his  or  her  ministerial  or¬ 
der  of  deacons; 


■  By  supervision  of  an  ordained 
elder  or  supervisory  board  and 

■  By  the  bishop  and  district 
superintendent. 

Ministry  has  been  under  study 
within  the  denomination  for  more 
than  25  years.  Following  eight 
years  of  study,  a  proposal  went  to 
the  1992  General  Conference  call¬ 
ing  for  a  permanent  order  of  lay 
deacon.  Unable  to  reach  a  consen¬ 
sus,  delegates  sent  the  study  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

Many  questions  remain 

Many  questions  are  under  con¬ 
sideration.  Historically,  itineracy 
(being  moved  by  the  bishop  from 
one  appointment  to  another)  has 
been  reserved  for  pastoral  minis¬ 
try.  The  bishops'  committee  is 
considering  “an  appointed  diaco- 
nate  that  would  not  be  in  tradi¬ 
tional  itineracy"  according  to  the 
report,  but  the  question  of  itiner¬ 
acy  is  yet  to  be  resolved. 

The  report  says,  “Itineracy  in  its 
present  form  was  better  suited  to  a 
day  of  shared  burdens,  short  term 
appointments  and  equalized  sala¬ 
ries.  Emerging  missional  needs 
call  for  new  missional  responses.” 

Under  the  church’s  present  or¬ 
dering  of  ministry,  most  deacons 
are  probationary  clergy  members 
of  an  annual  conference  and  are 
in  a  two-step  sequential  process 
leading  towards  elders’  orders 
and  full  clergy  membership  in  an 
annual  conference. 

The  committee  presented  three 
rationales  each  for  sequential  and 
non-sequential  ordination  of  dea¬ 
cons  and  elders  but  concluded  that 
the  (United  Methodist)  church  is 
strongly  divided  on  this  issue  and 
that,  therefore,  “we  should  leave 
sequential  ordination  alone  until  a 
consensus  becomes  clearer  than  it 
is  now.” 


Use  of  'Sophia'  imagery  marks 
'RE-lmagining'  anniversary 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS— Undaunted 
by  a  firestorm  of  criticism  that  has 
crackled  for  a  year,  almost  500  peo¬ 
ple  gathered  Oct.  29  in  Minneapolis 
to  “continue  the  spiritual  journey" 
of  seeking  new  ways  of  imagining 
and  experiencing  “the  incredible 
magnitude  of  God.” 

In  November  1993,  more  than 
2,000  people,  most  of  them  women, 
took  part  in  an  ecumenical  assem¬ 
bly  marking  the  midpoint  of  a 
World  Council  of  Churches  obser¬ 
vance,  the  Decade  of  Churches  in 
Solidarity  with  Women. 

A  substantial  number  of  the  wom¬ 
en  at  the  1993  event  were  United 
Methodists,  among  them  36  direc¬ 
tors  and  nine  staff  of  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  The  division 
sponsored  no  one  to  attend  the  anni¬ 
versary  event  this  year. 

Called  “RE-imagining,”  the  1993 
forum  included  a  milk-and-honey 
ritual  that  some  compared  to  Holy 
Communion;  prayers  to  “Sophia,” 
defined  as  the  feminine  embodi¬ 
ment  of  divine  Wisdom;  and  some 
sexual  imagery.  Criticism  flared 
quickly  and  heatedly. 

Led  by  some  theological  tradi¬ 
tionalists,  particularly  in  United 


The  United  Methodist  Council 
of  Bishops  has  adopted  a  report 
on  the  wisdom  tradition  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  from  which  some  images  used 
in  “Re-Imagining”  are  derived. 
The  Reporter  will  have  coverage  oi 
the  bishops'  report  and  commen¬ 
tary  on  its  significance  to  the 
church  in  the  Nov.  18  issue. 


Methodist  and  Presbyterian  circles, 
the  conference  was  denounced  as 
heretical. 

Supporters  of  the  conference  de¬ 
fended  the  women’s  right  to  meet, 
explore  the  Christian  faith  and  ex¬ 
amine  existing  and  emerging  theo¬ 
logical  precepts.  Sophia  was 
explained  as  a  Greek  word  trans¬ 
lated  as  wisdom  in  English  ver¬ 
sions  of  the  Bible. 

One  result  of  the  1993  conference 
has  been  formation  of  an  ecumenical, 
independent  RE-lmagining  Commu¬ 
nity  based  in  Minneapolis  with  400 
members  in  49  states  and  a  few  in 
other  countries.  It  was  this  body  that 
sponsored  the  Oct.  30  meeting  on  the 
theme  “RE-imagining  Jesus,  Christ, 
and  Us.” 

As  participants  entered  the  meet¬ 
ing  hall  they  received  a  “Sophia 
blessing,"  based  on  a  traditional  Ha¬ 
waiian  chant:  “Bless  Sophia,  dream 


the  vision,  share  the  wisdom  dwell¬ 
ing  deep  within." 

An  information  sheet  distributed 
to  participants  said  the  conference 
planners  regard  the  “Sophia  Bless¬ 
ing”  as  “one  of  many  ways  of  ad¬ 
dressing  God.”  The  blessing  was 
used  during  the  1 993  conference. 

Rita  Nakashima  Brock,  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  and  an  associate  professor  of 
humanities  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Hamline  University  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn.;  Pamela  Carter  Joem,  a 
dramatist,  writer  and  ordained 
American  Baptist  minister,  and  Vir¬ 
ginia  Phare,  a  well-known  theologian 
and  Roman  Catholic,  were  principal 
resource  leaders  for  the  Oct.  29  con¬ 
ference. 

People  react  negatively  to  femi¬ 
nine  theology,  Ms.  Brock  said,  be¬ 
cause  it  attacks  abusive  practices. 

“Abusive  systems  look  for  scape¬ 
goats  or  people  to  blame  for  a  prob¬ 
lem,”  Ms.  Brock  continued.  “Is  the 
question  so  much  who  killed  Jesus 
as  what  killed  him  ...  is  the  answer 
our  sin  or  the  huge  oppressive  and 
exploitative  system  of  power  he 
lived  within? 

“If  we  say  Jesus’  death  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  save  us,  does  that  put  us  in  a 
position  of  being  grateful  he  suf¬ 
fered?” 


Key  phrase 
definitions 
overturned 

By ).  RICHARD  PECK 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

BERKELEY,  Calif. — Attempts 
by  two  United  Methodist  regional 
judicatories  to  define  homosexual¬ 
ity  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
fitness  for  the  ministry  were  over¬ 
turned  Oct.  26-28  by  the  church’s 
“supreme  court.” 

The  nine-member  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil  ruled  that  attempts  by  the  West 
Virginia  and  California-Pacific  an¬ 
nual  conferences  to  define  the 
phrase  “seif-avowed  practicing  ho¬ 
mosexual”  were  illegal  under  the 
denomination’s  Constitution. 

The  phrase  is  part  of  a  clause  in 
the  denomination’s  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  prohibiting  ordination  of  ho¬ 
mosexuals. 

The  Judicial  Council  ruled  West 
Virginia’s  attempts  to  define  “self- 
avowed  practicing"  illegal  because 
it  includes  the  possibility  of  having 
a  person  declared  homosexual 
based  on  witness  testimony. 

Califomia-Pacific’s  definition  is 
flawed,  the  high  court  said,  because 
it  includes  the  clause  “intends  to 
engage  in.  . . .’’  Council  members 
agreed  that  a  past  or  present  act 
may  be  admissible  as  evidence  but 
not  a  future  possibility  which  may 
or  may  not  occur. 


Solace >  Kleenex  given 
in  air-tragedy  ministry 


By  SUSAN  HOBBS 
and  LYNNE  DeMICHELE 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

INDIANAPOLIS — As  the  nation 
mourned  the  deaths  of  68  people 
Oct.  31  in  an  American  Eagle  plane 
crash  near  Chicago,  United  Meth¬ 
odists  added  special  prayers  for  two 
of  their  own  who  perished. 

Area  Bishop  Woodie  W.  White 
issued  a  statement  asking  each  of 
the  state’s  1,300  United  Methodist 
congregations  to  have  a  time  of 
prayer  and  remembrance  during 
Nov.  6  worship  services  on  behalf 
of  crash  victims  and  their  families. 

At  least  two  United  Methodists 
were  killed  when  Flight  4184,  en 
route  from  Indianapolis  to  Chica¬ 
go,  went  down  in  a  northern  Indi¬ 
ana  soybean  field. 

Services  were  held  Nov.  4  for 
Tom  Wright,  a  member  of  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Indianapolis  and  husband  of 
the  church's  United  Methodist 
Women  president,  Ann  Wright. 
Other  survivors  include  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Brent  and  Brooke. 

Funeral  plans  for  Allison  Smith- 
Field  were  incomplete  at  press 
time.  Ms.  Smith-Field’s  mother 
and  step-father,  Win  and  Glen 
Cunningham,  are  also  members  of 
St.  Luke’s. 

The  Rev.  Cindy  Bates,  associate 
pastor,  said  Ms.  Smith-Field  had 


boarded  the  flight  after  being  fit¬ 
ted  for  her  wedding  gown,  which 
her  mother  was  making.  She  was 
to  have  been  married  in  a  few 
weeks  at  Lawrence  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Indianapolis,  Ms. 
Bates  said. 

After  first  news  of  the  crash  was 
reported,  several  pastors  and  other 
concerned  citizens  went  to  the  1 
scene  to  help  with  rescue  attempts 
and  comfort  family  and  friends. 

The  Rev.  Yung  S.  Chen,  pastor 
of  Washington  Street  United 
Methodist  Church,  was  at  home 
preparing  for  Halloween  trick-or- 
treaters  when  he  heard  a  broadcast 
about  the  crash. 

Almost  immediately  he  received 
a  call  from  a  police  chaplain  ask¬ 
ing  for  his  help.  Mr.  Chen,  who 
also  serves  as  one  of  six  airport, 
chaplains,  left  home  immediately. 

For  the  next  six  hours  Mr.  Chen 
met  with  18  families  who  came  to- 
the  airport  for  news  about  their 
loved  ones.  He  prayed  with  them, 
hugged  them  and  helped  them  get 
information. 

Since  no  survivors  were  report¬ 
ed,  Mr.  Chen  found  himself  pro¬ 
viding  solace  and  “a  lot  of 
Kleenex.” 

Mr.  Chen  said  he  will  stay  in 
touch  with  surviving  families  to 
“share  a  sense  of  support,  affirma¬ 
tion  and  hope." 
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Faith 

-  connections 

LONG-DISTANCE  COMMUTE:  Se¬ 
minarians  who  commute  can  be  glad  they 
don't  have  the  journey  of  the  Rev.  Lydia  Isto¬ 
mina,  pastor  of  the  Ekaterinburg  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Russia.  Ms.  Istomina 
commutes  from  Ekaterinburg  to  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  in  summer  and  winter  to  take  the  course 
of  study — an  educational  track  for  pastors  in 
special  situations  who  are  unable  to  study  full 
time — at  United  Methodist-related  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology.  Her  1 ,000-member  con¬ 
gregation  was  established  in  1990  with  help 
from  the  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey  of  Shreveport, 
La. 

OVERHEARD:  United  Methodists  never 
know  what  unexpected  influence  their  meetings 
will  have.  A  director  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  was  overheard  in  conversa¬ 
tion  with  a  staff  member  during  the  Oct.  17-21 
meeting.  The  director  was  giving  the  staff 
member  the  name  and  address  of  another  ho¬ 
tel  guest  with  whom  she’d  had  a  conversation. 
“She  just  said  that  she  wanted  to  know  more 
about  us,  because  we  seemed  to  have  some¬ 
thing  special,”  the  director  was  heard  to  say. 

“I  told  her  the  ‘something  special’  was  Christ.” 

NAMED  CENTER  DIRECTOR:  Mary 

Kercheval  Short,  staff  executive  for  the  Wash¬ 
ington  office  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion,  has  been  elected  director  of  the  church's 
Service  Center,  effective  in  January.  The  Ser¬ 
vice  Center  sells  resource  materials  produced 
by  and  for  the  mission  board.  It  also  distrib¬ 
utes  materials  produced  by  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

BARBARA  CAMPBELL  RETIRES: 

Barbara  Campbell,  assistant  general  secretary 
of  the  Women’s  Division,  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  has  an¬ 
nounced  her  retirement,  effective  April  6,  199S, 
after  36  years  in  the  women’s  organization. 

She  has  also  been  a  United  Methodist  deacon¬ 
ess  for  nearly  40  years  in  several  mission  pro¬ 
gram  throughout  the  world. 

EUROPEAN  STUDY  COMING:  The 

United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  announced  its  “Travel-Study 
Seminar”  to  Europe  April  23-May  5,  1995. 
Two  trips  are  scheduled:  one  to  Russia  and 
Northern  Europe,  the  other  to  Central  and 
Southern  Europe.  The  purpose  of  the  seminar 
is  to  understand  recent  changes  in  Europe  and 
contemporary  Christianity  and  offer  possibili¬ 
ties  for  partnership  in  mission  with  European 
churches.  Call  (212)  870-3787  for  an  applica¬ 
tion. 


Security's  tight 
when  Clintons 
visit  UM  church 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Foundry  United  Methodist 
Church,  where  political  rivals 
Bill  Clinton  and  Robert  Dole  of¬ 
ten  worship,  is  five  blocks  from 
the  White  House. 

That’s  close  enough  that,  follow¬ 
ing  the  recent  incident  in  which  a 
gunman  riddled  the  White  House 
with  bullets,  senior  pastor  the  Rev. 
J.  Philip  Wogaman  reflected  on 
how  the  threat  of  violence  affects 
the  congregation. 

Security  is  always  tight  when 
the  Clintons  come  to  church,  Dr. 
Wogaman  told  the  Reporter. 

“Our  staff  cooperates  very 
closely  with  the  Secret  Service  in 
securing  the  ^  S 

safety  of  the 
president,  his 
family  and  the 
congregation,” 
he  said.  “The 
congregation 
has  grown  ac¬ 
customed  to  it  Philip  Wogaman 
and  takes  it  in  good  spirits.  It’s 
too  bad  it’s  necessary,  but  we’re 
grateful  for  it.” 

Dr.  Wogaman  said  he  is  sad¬ 
dened  by  the  climate  of  hate  that 
could  possibly  be  responsible  for 
the  shooting  spree  at  the  White 
House.  The  climate,  fueled  by 
the  secular  media,  “reflects  peo- 


Mission  Society 
marks  10th  year 

United  Methodist 
News  Service 

More  than  300  people  cele¬ 
brated  the  10th  anniversary  of 
the  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists  Oct.  28-29  in  De¬ 
catur,  Ga. 

Incorporated  in  January!  984, 
the  society  is  not  recognized  as 
an  official  agency  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation  but  does  dispatch  United 
Methodists  to  serve  in  different 
mission  areas. 


pie  who  are  deeply  frustrated  and 
troubled  and  who  take  it  out  on 
particular  political  leaders. 

'More  than  most' 

“The  President  and  Hillary 
have  had  to  confront  more  of 
that  than  most.  I’m  impressed 
with  their  spirit  in  dealing  with 
it.  They  are  gracious  and  forgiv¬ 
ing. 

“The  resilience  they  display 
strikes  me  as  having  deep  spiritu¬ 
al  roots.” 

Dr.  Wogaman  said  he  find  the 
Clintons  easy  to  preach  to. 

“They  are  obviously  church 
people  and  very  receptive.  That 
makes  it  all  the  more  challeng¬ 
ing.” 

Dr.  Wogaman  said  he  believes 
that  President  Clinton  views  the 
presidency  as  a  “calling”  and  an 
opportunity  for  doing  good  for 
the  country. 

“If  we  take  our  responsibilities 
as  a  calling,”  he  said,  “we  can 
take  the  abuse  and  hope  good 
will  come  of  it  and  not  take  it 
personally.” 

Unprecedented  in  history 

What  is  it  like  in  a  congrega¬ 
tion  which  holds  both  the  presi¬ 
dent  and  a  leader  of  the 
Republican  opposition? 

Dr.  Wogaman  laughed. 

“A  member  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  said  it  is  unprecedented  in 
American  history. 

“I  don’t  know  about  that. 

“I  have  come  to  know  all  four 
[Clintons  and  Doles]  and  think 
warmly  of  all. 

“But  there  are  definitely  differ¬ 
ences  [between  them],”  he  said, 
laughing  again.  “Differences  re¬ 
main  important  and  are  hard- 
fought  in  political  life,  but  they 
can  still  join  together  in  Chris¬ 
tian  fellowship  and  Christian 
community. 

“It  helps  to  symbolize  that  the 
church  is  a  fellowship  transcend¬ 
ing  differences.  Our  loyalty  is  to 
Christ.” 


President  Clinton 
was  on  hand  for  the 
signing  of  a  peace 
accord  between 
Israel  and  Jordan. 
Some  church 
leaders  have 
criticized  his  visit, 
however,  because 
he  failed  to  visit 
Palestinians 
restricted  by  Israeli 
policies  (see  related 
story  below). 


RELIGION  NEWS 
SERVICE  PHOTO 


United  Methodists  berate 
President  on  Mideast  trip 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Editor 

President  Clinton  came  under 
fire  last  week  from  two  United 
Methodists  for  his  failure  to  rec¬ 
ognize  more  than  one  side  during 
his  recent  trip  to  Israel. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  wrote 
a  "Dear  Bill” 
letter  com¬ 
mending  the 
president  on 
getting  Israel 
and  Jordan  to 
sign  an  agree- 
JoeHale  ment  ceasing 
hostilities  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries. 

But  Dr.  Hale,  who  has  traveled 
in  that  region  since  1955,  said, 
“It  was  my  hope  that  when  you 
were  in  Jerusalem  you  might 
have  met  with  some  Palestinians, 
even  traveling  to  towns  like  Ra- 
malla,  Neblus  or  Hebron." 

There,  said  Dr.  Hale,  the  presi¬ 
dent  could  have  seen  firsthand 
“what  these  1.8  million  stateless 
people  are  suffering  at  the  hands 
of  the  Israeli  government.” 

“If  you  talk  to  the  Palestin¬ 
ians,”  Dr.  Hale  went  on,  "you 
hear  how  they  now  are  cut  off 
from  their  jobs,  isolated  from  Je¬ 


rusalem,  how  they  are  being  col¬ 
lectively  punished,  their  culture 
destroyed  and  their  hopes  dashed 
for  any  normal  life  in  which  their 
rights  are  respected. 

“Neither  will  you  get  this  side 
of  the  story  from  the  many  advi¬ 
sors  you  have  in  Washington 
who  unapologetically  support  the 
State  of  Israel,  whatever  it  may 
do.” 

Dr.  Hale,  urged  the  president 
to  become  “an  impartial  advo¬ 
cate  for  all  the  peoples  in  the 
area.” 

Without  checks  and  balances 
on  Israel’s  behavior,  Dr.  Hale 
said,  “we  may  see  the  birth  of  an 
apartheid  situation  in  the  Holy 
Land  similar  to  the  one  existing 
for  so  long  in  South  Africa.” 

Dr.  Hale  expressed  honor  and 
respect  for  Mr.  Clinton’s  atten¬ 
tion  to  peace  between  Israelis, 
Palestinians  and  neighboring 
states.  But  he  said  it  is  with  the 
Palestinians  that  the  Israelis 
“must  most  seriously  seek  to  re¬ 
late,  to  build  confidence,  trust 
and  to  show  justice  if  any  lasting 
peace  is  to  be  achieved.” 

Dr.  Hale,  a  native  Arkansan  as 
is  Mr.  Clinton,  closed  by  saying, 
“The  Israelis  trust  you.  I  hope 
you  do  not  allow  them  to  use 
you.” 


Similar  disappointment  over 
the  President’s  recent  trip  was 
expressed  by  the  Rev.  Bob  Han- 
num.  He  and  his  wife,  Peggy, 
serve  with  the  church’s  Genera! 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  as  li¬ 
aisons  stationed  in  Jerusalem,  j 

He  noted  that  all  speeches  dup¬ 
ing  the  presidential  visit  to  Israd 
praised  the  Jewish  state. 

“And,”  he  said,  “while  we 
waited  for  just  one  small  word 
for  the  Palestinian  people,  wt 
heard  not  one!” 

Hillary  Rodham  Clinton,  k 
United  Methodist,  did  not  esj- 
cape  Mr.  Hannum’s  criticism. 

He  wrote  of  attending  a  recep¬ 
tion  for  her  at  the  U.S.  Embassy 
in  Jerusalem.  There,  he  said,  she 
told  of  support  “for  the  State  of 
Israel.” 

“Several  of  us,”  Mr.  Hannum 
wrote,  “later  reminded  her  that 
we  work  with  both  Israelis  AND 
Palestinians  and  she  said,  ‘I’m 
glad  you  do.’  But  a  word  to  that 
effect  from  her  would  have  been 
music  in  the  ears  of  so  many!” 

Mr.  Hannum  said,  "How  we 
wished  we  could  have  taken  the 
Clintons  around  to  some  of  the 
camps  and  also  the  agencies  sup¬ 
ported  by  our  [United  Method¬ 
ist]  church,  all  of  which  are  in 
need  of  continued  help  and 
prayers.” 


United  Methodist  Women  prepare  for  membership  campaign 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn.— The  1.2 
million  United  Methodist  Women 
are  being  asked  to  “Say  Yes!”  to  a 
new  membership  campaign. 

Under  the  theme,  “Yes,  Count 
me  in!”  the  goal  is  to  increase  mem¬ 


bership  of  each  district  within  the 
church’s  regional  conferences  by  10 
percent  between  1996  and  the  year 
2000. 

The  new  membership  campaign 
will  emphasize: 

✓  Teen  women  (age  13-18); 

✓  University/college  women; 


CLASS 

IFIED 

RATES:  $1.35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  S27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  add  $  1 0.80  for  the  8 
words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  adver¬ 
tising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

PROGRAM  MINISTER— TRINITY  UMC, 

Denton.  TX,  has  an  opening  for  one  to  coordi¬ 
nate  adult,  youth,  and  children’s  programming. 
Contact  Dr.  Stan  Seat,  (817)  566-2291. 

BRECKENRIDGE,  COLORADO  CONDO 

Two  bedroom,  two  bath.  Sleeps  6-7  comfortably. 
Pool  and  hot  tub.  Very  near  downtown.  Lovely. 
(214)  497-1493. 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DI ACONAL  Minister  to 

begin  January  1,  1995  as  assistant  to  senior  pas- 
tor.  Possibility  to  work  in  some  combination  of 
the  following’  areas:  worship,  youth,  Christian 
education,  family  ministries,  programming.  Re¬ 
sumes  to.  Nancy  Barnard,  SPR  Chair, 
Applewood  Valley  United  Methodist  Church, 
2035  Ellis  Si..  Golden.  CO  80401 

DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  BEDROOM,  2  Bath 

condo  for  lease,  weekly,  winter,  spring,  summer, 
or  fall.  Call  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8.  No  smok¬ 
ers! 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  resi¬ 
dents  call  (2 1 0)  696-702 1  for  information. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH. 

Fort  Valley  United  Methodist,  a  strong,  active 
800-member  church  seeks  a  full-time  Director  of 
Education  with  emphasis  on  youth  ministry. 
Christian  education  degree  or  comparable  experi¬ 
ence  preferred.  Please  submit  resume  to:  Search 
Committee.  P.O.  Box  1258,  Fort  Valley,  GA 
31030.  Telephone:  (912)  825-2762. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week,  $625 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville. 
NC  28786  (  704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

TWO  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE  at  vital  2800- 
member  downtown  church:  Director  of  Christian 
Education  and  Director  of  Youth.  Send  resume 
to:  Ray  E.  Robinson.  First-  Centenary  UMC, 
P.O  Box  208,  Chatanooga,  TN  37401. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 

SS$.  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square.  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt„  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-121 1.  (Accredited). 

MINISTER/DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 

cation  wanted  for  3200-member  suburban 
church.  Full-time  position,  excellent  facilities, 
multiple  staff.  Responsible  for  education  minis¬ 
try  for  all  ages  with  emphasis  on  children.  Certifi- 
cation  in  CE  and  large  church  experience 
desirable.  Send  resume  to:  Senior  Pastor,  Chapel 
Hill  UMC.  2717  W.  Hefner  Rd.,  Oklahoma  City, 
OK  73120. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 

cumulations.  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 

First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  1 1:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC.  LARGE  METHODIST 
church,  average  attendance  950.  Music  degree 
and  5  years  experience  required.  Responsible  for 
total  music  program.  Indian  River  City  UMC, 
1355  Cheney  Highway.  Titusville,  FL.  Call  (407) 
267-7922  for  information  and  application. 

HALF-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Minis¬ 

tries  to  lead  a  diverse,  growing  ministry  of  music. 
Evidence  of  previous  directorial  and  administra¬ 
tive  experience  required.  Music  degree  preferred. 
Applications  to:  Frank  Hash,  University  United 
Methodist  Church.  2000  S.  Locust,  Las  Cruces, 
NM  88001.  j 

HENNEPIN  AVENUE  UMC.  DIRECTOR  of 
Music  Ministries,  full-time,  metro  Minneapolis 
congregation  of  3000  seeks  applicant  to  take  per¬ 
sonal  and  leadership  roles  in  maintaining  a  quali¬ 
ty  traditional  program  while  building  an 
expanded  program  of  religious  arts  in  support  of 
a  variety  of  worship  styles.  Qualifications: 
grounding  in  the  Judeo-Christian  tradition  cre¬ 
ative  vision  with  broad  artistic  interests,  a  collab¬ 
orative  leadership  style,  demonstrated 
professional  skills  in  conducting  and/or  organ 
(1980  78  rank  Sipe  organ).  Contact:  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  511  Groveland  Avenue.  Minneapolis, 
MN  55403.  by  January  31.  1995 

SEEKING  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 

tion.  Provide  direction,  implementation  and 
evaluation  of  a  broad-based  children's  and 
youth's  program  for  a  1 500-member  church  in  a 
University  setting.  Develop  programs  for  church 
school,  confirmation  and  United  Methodist 
youth  fellowship.  Evaluate  and  implement  curric¬ 
ulum.  Recruit,  train  and  support  volunteers.  Es¬ 
tablish  effective  collaborative  relationships  with 
children,  youth,  volunteers,  and  parents.  M.A.  in 
Christian  education  strongly  desired,  or  related 
field;  demonstrated  experience  in  developing  and 
maintaining  children’s  and  youth  program; 
strong  interpersonal  and  organization  skills  nec¬ 
essary.  Contact:  Rev.  Tom  Wachterhauser,  120  S. 
State  St..  Ann  Arbor,  MI  48104. 

DIRECTOR  MUSIC/DRAMA  MINISTRY.  Di- 

rect  150  voice  choir,  musical  dramas,  ensemble, 
youth  choirs,  oversee  entire  program:  children's 
handbell  choirs,  fine  arts  school,  assistant  and  or¬ 
ganist.  Send  resume  to:  Clif  Perry,  Trinity  UMC, 
9625  N  Military  Trail.  Palm  Beach  Gardens,  FL 
33410. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND 

Children’s  Ministries  for  a  850-member  congre¬ 
gation.  Send  resume  to:  Buford  Finley,  2317  Ave. 

G,  Bay  City.  TX  77414,  or  call  (409)  245-4627. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR-ORGANIST  POSITION 
available  for  300-member  congregation  in  grow¬ 
ing  Dallas  suburb.  Contact:  OvHTa  UMC,  1403 
Red  Oak  Creek  Rd..  Ovilla.  TX  75154.  (214) 
617-8840.  Salary  $12-18,000 

ST  LUKE’S  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 

Kilgore.  TX  has  an  opening  for  Director  of  Mu¬ 
sic.  Inquiries  may  be  sent  to:  P.O.  Box  1237,  Kil¬ 
gore,  TX  75663  or  call  (903)  984-3576  for 
information. 

•f  Young  women  (age  19  and 
over); 

✓  Newly  retired  women; 

/  Women  of  various  racial,  cultur¬ 
al  and  language  groups. 

Each  local  church  will  also  be 
challenged  to  organize  a  unit  of 
United  Methodist  Women  where 
there  is  none. 

During  the  recent  annual  fall 
meeting  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion,  directors,  staff  and  selected 
annual  conference  presidents  were 
told  not  to  just  ask  women  to  be¬ 
come  a  member  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  but  to  ask  them  to  join 
on  a  spiritual  journey  to  witness  to 
their  faith. 

“We  are  called  to  be  evangelists 
offering  to  others 
cost  of  participat¬ 
ing  in  God’s  mis¬ 
sion,”  said  Joyce 
Sohl,  Women’s 
Division  deputy 
general  secretary. 

“[Ask  someone] 
to  join  us  in  the 
process  of  trans-  loyce  Sohl 
formation  through  Bible  study, 
prayer  and  reflection;  through  shar¬ 
ing  God’s  love  in  word  and  deed 
with  all  our  neighbors  around  the 
world — especially  women,  children 
and  youth  through  using  their  gifts 
in  the  unit  and  the  community. 

“This  is  much  more  exciting  than 
inviting  persons  to  a  meeting  or 
event. . 

In  other  action,  the  Women’s  Di¬ 
vision: 

■  Awarded  nearly  $1  million  in 
special  mission  grants.  This  includ¬ 
ed  $258,788  in  “Call  to  Prayer  and 
Self  Denial  Grants”  for  22  pro¬ 
grams  on  environment  and  health 
in  the  U.S.  and  $46,296  for  20  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  U.S.  giving  “Hope  and 
Wholeness  for  Children  and 
Youth.” 

■  Approved  “Corinthians  I  and 
II:  Conflict,  Diversity  and  Faith,” 
as  the  spiritual  growth  study  for 
2001. 

■  Approved  the  division’s  be¬ 
coming  a  member  of  the  national 


Child  Labor  Coalition.  Headed  by 
the  Rev.  Pharis  Harvey,  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  on  special  as¬ 
signment  in  Washington,  the  coali¬ 
tion  advocates  for  the  development 
of  legislation  and  its  enforcement  to 
stem  child  labor  abuse  in  the  U.S. 
and  other  countries. 

The  division  will  also  have  a  task 
force  advocating  for  corporate  re¬ 
sponsibility  regarding  child  labor  in 
the  carpet  industry  by  supporting 
the  Rugmark  Campaign.  This  cam¬ 
paign  tells  consumers  about  the  ex¬ 
ploitation  of  poor  young  children  in 
Asian  countries— especially  In¬ 


dia — who  make  the  carpets; 

■  Approved  a  task  force  to  sup¬ 
port  and  advocate  for  the  “Victims’ 
Voice  Inc.,”  a  community-based  or¬ 
ganization  near  Gulfport,  Miss., 
which  assists  victims  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies  who  filed  complaints  of  police 
physical  abuse. 

Under  leadership  of  a  former 
Mississippi  police  officer,  Andrea 
Gibbs,  the  group  works  to  expose 
cruel  and  inhumane  jail  systems  in 
Mississippi. 

The  task  force  will  work  with  the 
leadership  of  Mississippi  United 


Methodist  Women  to  develop  new 
ministries  with  incarcerated  youth 
in  that  state  and  mail  letters  to  all 
U.S.  governors  and  state  attorneys 
general  expressing  a  concern  for  in¬ 
carcerated  youths. 


A  Lenten  Booklet  for  1995, 
A  Guide  for  Meditation  and 
Action.  TIME  TO  PLAN  FOR  LENT!  Now 
available  at  a  price  of  $1.50  for  1-99  or  $1.35 
for  100+.  Order  from  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union,  151  Wall  Street.  Princeton. 
New  Jersey  08540  or  call  (609)  921-7866  or 
fax  us  at  (609)921-0471. 


A  video  based  training  program  for  volunteers  who  lead  other  volunteers 

Leading  Groups  of  Volunteers 

Developed  with  leaders  of  church  groups  in  mind,  this  just  released  training  program  can  help  fust-time 
leaders  get  off  to  the  right  start,  and  give  experienced  leaders  useful  new  ideas.  The  program  covers: 


•  Yearly  Planning 

•  Selecting  meeting  dates 

•  Establishing  preliminary  goals 

•  Defining  your  group's  purpose 

•  Using  a  meeting  checklist 

•  Creating  a  meeting  time  plan 

•  Monthly  planning 

•  Preparing  agendas 


Importance  of  starting  on  time 
Helping  all  members  contribute 
Achieving  agenda  consensus 
Effective  delegating 
Keeping  the  meeting  moving 
Ideas  for  easy  minutes  taking 
Handling  meeting  ambushers 
Ending  the  meeting  on  time 


Getting  the  minutes  oul 
Ideas  for  meeting  notification 
Following  up  on  action  items 
Developing  back-up  assistance 
Ideas  to  prevent  burnout 
What  to  do  when  a  volunteer  fails 
Handling  Audio/Visual  needs 
Evaluating  your  groups  efforts 


Each  Training  Package  Includes: 

•  A  forty-minute  video  tape  showing  a  leader  and  group  using  the  principles  presented, 

•  A  workbook  of  sample  forms  to  help  organize  the  leader's  efforts, 

•  A  user's  guide  with  ideas  for  individual  use  or  for  use  with  a  group  training  session. 

•  The  package  comes  in  a  handy  three-ring  binder,  easy  to  store  and  keep  everything  together. 

For  just  $85.00  plus  $5.00  shipping  &  handling  if  ordered  before  December  31, 
you  can  give  yourself  and  your  church  a  great  resource. 

Sorry,  no  COD's  or  Invoices  —  Your  check  must  accompany  this  order.  We  offer  a  money  back  guarantee. 
If  program  does  not  meet  your  needs,  just  return  the  package  within  10  days  of  your  receipt  of  it  and  we  will 
gladly  send  you  a  refund  by  return  mail. 


Please  Prim 

NAME: 


ADDRESS:  - - 

CITY,  STATE,  ZIP: _ PHONE: - 

Mail  to:  Communicating  Services,  Inc.,  5680  Oakbrook  Parkway,  Suite  135.,  Norcross,  GA  30093 

Allow  two  to  four  weeks  for  delivery. 
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Hymn  for 

Christian 

fellowship 

All  praise  to  our  redeeming 
Lord, 

Who  joins  us  by  his  grace, 
and  bids  us,  each  to  each 
restored, 

Together  seek  his  face. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

With  the  heading  “At  Meeting 
of  Friends,”  Charles  Wesley’s 
hymn  was  included  in  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  52  hymns  the  Wesleys 
published  in  1747.  It  is  clearly  a 
hymn  of  Christian  fellowship. 

Wesley’s  original  six  stanzas 
express  the  joy  of  the  fellowship 
of  believers  because  of  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Christ. 

Such  lines  as  “He  bids  us 
build  each  other  up,  “The  gift 
which  he  on  one  bestows,”  and 
“Concentered  all,  through  Je¬ 
sus’  name,  In  perfect  harmony” 
reflect  the  influence  and  impact 
of  Christ. 

The  final  stanza  speaks  of  the 
Christian  fellowship  on  earth 
and  in  heaven. 

And  if  our  fellowship  below 
In  Jesus  be  so  sweet. 

What  height  of  rapture  shall  we 
know 

When  round  his  throne  we  meet! 

The  tune  “Armenia,”  associat¬ 
ed  with  this  text  in  Methodist 
hymnals  since  1878,  was  com¬ 
posed  by  Sylvanus  Pond  in  1 836. 

A  native  of  Vermont,  Pond 
settled  in  Albany,  N.Y.,  when 
he  was  28  years  old  and  became 
a  successful  music  publisher. 
His  firm  prospered  and  became 
the  principal  publisher  of  the 
songs  of  Stephen  Collins  Foster. 

Pond  was  also  a  successful 
composer  of  Sunday  school 
songs  and  hymn  tunes.  “Arme¬ 
nia”  first  appeared  in  1836  in  a 
musical  periodical  edited  by 
Thomas  Hastings  and  was  then 
included  in  Pond’s  "United 
States  Psalmody"  in  1841. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"We  Gather  Together" 


St.  Augustine  is  cruising  the  Internet 
and  Boethius  is  right  on  his  bumper 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 

Religion  News  Service 

St.  Augustine  and  other  fathers  of 
the  early  church  are  traveling  these 
days  on  the  Internet,  the  traffic- 
choked  main  drag  of  the  informa¬ 
tion  superhighway. 

While  these  latter-day  pilgrim¬ 
ages  by  the  ancients  into  cyberspace 
may  seem  incongruous,  as  far  as 
University  of  Pennsylvania’s  James 
J.  O’Donnell  is  concerned,  the 
blending  of  new  and  old  is  a  match 
made  in  heaven. 

After  five  years  of  cruising  the  In¬ 
ternet,  Mr.  O’Donnell  had  a  brain¬ 
storm  earlier  this  year:  Break  the 
shackles  of  the  standard  classroom 
and  put  an  Augustine  course  on  the 
information  superhighway. 

The  result?  About  375  Internet 
students  from  places  as  far  away  as 
Bangkok  and  Istanbul  joined  the  10 
Penn  students  in  Mr.  O’Donnell’s 
classroom. 

Mr.  O’Donnell,  who  teaches  in 
the  classics  department,  calls  the 
Augustine  course  “the  most  exciting 
teaching  I’ve  done  in  years.” 

“I  now  plan  to  spend  as  much 
time  as  I  can  out  there  dodging  traf¬ 
fic  and  teaching  my  heart  out,”  he 
announced  to  fellow  academics  in 
the  September  issue  of  Religious 
Studies  News,  the  journal  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Religion  and 
Society  of  Biblical  Literature. 

No  jumpstart  needed 

One  of  the  most  interesting  as¬ 
pects  of  the  experiment,  Mr. 
O’Donnell  said  in  a  recent  inter¬ 
view,  was  the  effect  the  “cyberiz- 
ing”  of  the  course  had  on  students 
in  the  “live-wired”  classroom  that 
met  every  Monday  afternoon  for 
two  and  a  half  hours  on  Penn’s 
Philadelphia  campus. 

“I  would  come  into  the  class¬ 
room,  and  for  the  first  time  in  my 
teaching  career  could  sit  down  and 
listen  for  10  minutes,”  said  Mr. 
O’Donnell.  “I  didn’t  have  to  do 
CPR  to  get  the  discussion  started.” 

Between  the  weekly  classes,  stu¬ 
dents  talked  about  Augustine  on  the 
Internet,  testing  their  ideas  out  in 
the  cauldron  of  an  ethereal  class¬ 
room  identifiable  only  by  its  loca- 
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St.  Augustine  couldn't  have 
guessed  that  one  day  he  would 
be  the  subject  of  a  college 
course  made  up  of  students 
around  the  world. 

tion  on  the  Internet — a  worldwide 
web  of  computer  networks  that 
links  universities  around  the  world. 

Each  week  one  of  the  10  Penn 
students  would  be  assigned  to  act  as 
a  reporter,  posting  by  midnight 
Monday  a  summary  of  the  after¬ 
noon’s  discussions  along  with 
copies  of  any  special  reading  mate¬ 
rial  handed  out  to  supplement  the 
primary  syllabus.  Some  discussion- 
starter  comments  from  Mr.  O’Don¬ 
nell  would  also  be  included. 

When  they  came  to  class  on  Mon¬ 
day,  the  students  were  primed. 

A  'normal'  classroom? 

Postings  on  the  Internet,  Mr. 
O’Donnell  said,  were  similar  to 
what  one  might  expect  in  a  “nor¬ 
mal”  classroom. 

Some  students  were  quiet  and  “just 
happy  to  be  there,”  and  others  were 
lively  “with  a  bee  in  their  bonnet.” 

The  Internet  “classroom”’ 
stretched  from  North  America  to' 
Australia,  from  Great  Britain  to 
South  Africa,  from  Turkey  to  Thai¬ 
land — creating  a  diversity  that 


What  a  surprise!  A  movie  with  morals 


By  RON  SALFEN 

"All  who  do  not  do  what  is  Right 
are  not  from  God’’  (I  John  3:10) 

“Quiz  Show”  is  that  rarest  of 
films,  a  true  story,  done  well,  with  a 
moral. 

It’s  based  on  the  scandal  of  early 
television  and  the  quiz  show  titled 
“21,”  where  the  contestants  answer 
questions  that  were  supposedly 
sealed  in  a  vault  prior  to  the  show. 

Except  that  the  whole  thing  was 
rigged,  and  selected  contestants 
were  groomed,  supplied  the  an¬ 
swers,  and  then,  when  their  ratings 
plateaued,  told  to  take  a  fall. 

A  bright  and  ambitious  young 
lawyer  from  the  Justice  Department 
sniffs  something  foul  and  blows  the 
whistle  by  calling  a  congressional 
hearing. 

Nobody  cares 

The  problem  is  that  even  when 
the  truth  is  discovered,  nobody  real¬ 
ly  cares. 

The  project  manager  admits  rig¬ 
ging  the  show  (thus  effectively  insu¬ 
lating  both  upper  management  and 
the  sponsor),  with  the  argument 
that  this  is  show  business. 

The  public  got  what  it  wanted, 
which  was  entertainment;  the  con¬ 
testants  got  their  money;  the  spon¬ 
sors  got  their  product  advertised; 
the  networks  got  their  programs 
watched,  and  no  harm  was  done. 

What  the  industry  functionary 
failed  to  perceive,  however,  was 
that  the  harm  was  done,  incipiently, 
to  the  morality  of  a  nation,  which 
soon  learned  that  the  highest  value 
is  popularity. 

Truth  or  falsehood  did  not  really 
matter  so  much  as  the  ratings.  De¬ 
ceit  and  disgrace  are  irrelevant  in 
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The  recent  release  “Quiz  Show,''  portrays  the  late  1950s,  when  television  had  opened  a  door  to  the 
world  for  millions  of  Americans,  and  nothing  was  more  popular  than  the  quiz  shows.  Families  gathered 
around  their  TV  sets  to  spend  an  evening  with  contestants  including  Charles  Van  Doren,  portrayed  in 
the  film  by  Ralph  Fiennes,  left;  and  Herbert  Stempel,  John  Turturro,  right.  These  men's  weekly  winnings 
on  the  show  Twenty-One''  turned  them  into  national  celebrities-a  status  they  enjoyed  even  when 
they  were  proved  to  be  cheaters  (see  accompanying  review). 


Review 

The  Reporter  offers  media  reviews 
to  help  readers  assess  the  merit  of 
various  media  offerings  from  a  Chris¬ 
tian  perspective.  Views  presented  are 
those  of  the  reviewer  and  not  neces- 
i  sarily  those  of  the  newspaper. 


the  face  of  star  power.  And  an  en¬ 
tire  country  experienced  the  raising 
of  a  threshold:  of  embarrassment,  of 
shame,  of  outrage. 

Now  it  is  difficult  to  be  shocked 
at  all  as  the  media  help  us  plumb 
the  depths  of  every  despicable  deed. 
What  is  lost  is  reserve  and  dignity 
and  innocence.  And  once  lost,  they 
cannot  be  recovered. 

“Quiz  Show”  depicts  the  nation  in 
a  simpler  time,  when  men  wore  suits 
and  ties  and  ladies  wore  dresses  and 
gloves  everywhere.  A  time  when  a 
movie  bedroom  scene  meant  a  shot  of 
a  bare  foot  lifting  up  from  the  floor 
and  a  cutaway  to  the  next  morning. 

A  time  when  a  semblance  of  pro¬ 
priety  was  looked  upon  as  a  virtue 
and  not  as  old-fashioned  stuffiness. 

Industry  is  pervasive 

“Quiz  Show”  does  a  masterful 


job  of  depicting  an  era  from  the 
classic  automobiles  to  the  modest 
dress  codes  to  orchestral  music. 

“Quiz  Show”  is  at  once  nostalgic 
for  what  has  passed  and  wistful  for 
what  might  have  been  were  it  not 
for  the  pervasive  juggernaut  of  the 
entertainment  industry  which 
anoirits  our  heroes,  makes  our  mil¬ 
lionaires,  creates  our  icons,  pro¬ 


vides  us  our  common  language  and 
reduces  individuality  to  mass  mar¬ 
keting  and  morality  to  maximum 
expediency. 

“Quiz  Show”  is  that  rarest  of 
films,  deftly  developed,  engagingly 
crafted  and  with  a  conscience. 

Mr.  Salfen  is  a  Presbyterian  pas¬ 
tor  in  Hartsville,  Pa .,  and  a  frequent 
reviewer  of  films  for  the  Reporter. 


Poem  of  the  Week 


TIED  UP  IN  DREAMS 


1  walk  along  the  streets 
Which  tie  me  up  in  dreams. 

With  a  frenzy  of  solitude  mantling 
me 

And  making  me  seek  for  the  divine 
Master 

Who  would  upload  this  silence  and 


seclusion 

And  help  the  birds  now  silent  in 
my  soul 

Bring  out  their  sacred  songs  again. 
Above  the  stiff  sea  of  my  soul’s 
Impenetrable  and  lowering  cloud. 

—VLADIMIR  ORLOV 
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made  the  course  far  richer  than  it 
would  have  been  in  a  typical  set¬ 
ting,  Mr.  O’Donnell  said. 

Mr.  O’Donnell  recalls  the  time  a 
student  in  Istanbul  reported  on  a 
lecture  given  by  a  Franciscan  priest 
to  the  largely  Islamic  faculty  at  the 
University  of  the  Bosporus. 

After  the  lecture,  the  student  said, 
faculty  members  remarked  how  un¬ 
fortunate  it  is  that  Christianity  is  not 
a  truly  rational  religion,  like  Islam. 

“Leaving  aside  the  question  of 
comparative  rationality  of  religions, 
I  think  it  is  undoubtedly  good  for 
my  students  at  Penn,  taking  a 
course  on  a  very  traditional  ‘West¬ 
ern’  figure,  to  be  reminded  that  the 
whole  picture  looks  quite  different 
if  you  happen  to  be  in  a  different 
seat,”  Mr.  O’Donnell  told  fellow  ac¬ 
ademics  in  his  Religious  Studies 
News  article. 

Mr.  O’Donnell’s  use  of  the  Inter¬ 
net  is  on  the  cutting  edge  of  human¬ 
ities  teaching,  according  to  Robert 
Kraft,  the  Berg  professor  of  reli¬ 
gious  studies  at  Penn.  He  heads  a 
National  Endowment  for  the  Hu¬ 
manities  project  on  use  of  comput¬ 
ers  in  analyzing  ancient 
manuscripts. 

The  Internet  is  sometimes  used  to 
teach  academics  in  the  humanities 
about  use  of  computers,  said  Mr. 
Kraft.  But  its  use  in  general  human¬ 
ities  course  work  is  extremely  rare. 

"I  don’t  think  it  (the  Augustine 
course)  is  the  first,  but  it’s  one  of 
the  first,”  said  Mr.  Kraft.” 

The  Augustine  course  was  so  suc¬ 
cessful  that  Mr.  O’Donnell  is  teach¬ 
ing  a  course  on  Boethius,  the 
sixth-century  philosopher-theologian. 

For  Augustine’s  first  foray  onto 
the  information  superhighway,  In¬ 
ternet  students  did  not  receive 
classroom  credit.  But  in  the  Boethi¬ 
us  course  Mr.  O’Donnell  has  four 
Internet  students  signed  up  for 
credit — one  each  from  Japan,  Geor¬ 
gia,  Texas  and  Idaho. 

Mr.  O’Donnell  has  high  hopes  for 
the  future  of  Internet  teaching. 

“I  cannot  imagine,”  he  said, 
“ever  passing  a  semester  in  the 
classroom  again  without  the  umbili¬ 
cal  cord  to  the  network  to  energize, 
diversify  and  deepen  what  we  do.” 
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Book  models  financial 
legal  responsibilities 


By  PAUL  CHAFFEE 

Your  church,  let  us  say,  decides 
to  start  a  hospice.  How  do  you 
structure  the  legal,  financial  rela¬ 
tionship  between  the  congregation 
and  the  hospice?  What  are  the  insti¬ 
tutional  opportunities  and  responsi¬ 
bilities? 

Gregory  Colvin  did  an  enormous 
favor  for  churches,  their  agencies 
and  other  nonprofits  by  offering  an¬ 
swers  to  these  and  other  question  in 
his  book  Fiscal  Sponsorship — 6 
Ways  To  Do  It  Right. 

“Fiscal  agency”  has  been  the 
term  used  to  cover  the  arena  of 
what  the  church  considers  “health 
and  welfare  ministries.”  However, 
Mr.  Colvin’s  book  shows  how  the 
phrase,  as  used  in  the  past,  is  inac¬ 
curate  and  misleading. 

The  church,  we  have  said,  be¬ 
comes  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  hos¬ 
pice.  This  suggests  that  the  hospice 
is  in  charge,  with  the  church  simply 
providing  certain  services. 

Legally  and  financially  that  is 
backwards:  The  church,  as  the  parent 
body,  is  in  charge.  Until  the  hospice 
establishes  its  own  corporate  inde¬ 
pendence,  the  church  is  accountable 
for  hospice  finances  and  any  liability 
the  new  ministry  incurs. 

Mr.  Colvin,  a  San  Francisco  au¬ 
thor  and  attorney,  enjoys  a  national 
reputation  for  his  expertise  in  non¬ 
profit  law. 

He  begins  the  book  by  proposing 
the  term  “fiscal  sponsorship”  as  a 
substitute  for  “fiscal  agency.” 

This  helpful  distinction  in  place, 
he  outlines  six  ways  to  structure  the 
relationship  between  the  sponsor 
(e.g.,  the  church)  and  its  project  (the 
hospice).  The  text  is  free  of  legalese, 
and  simple  graphics  help  explain 
the  concepts. 

A  primary  financial  benefit  the 
law  allows  for  nonprofits,  including 


Review 


Fiscal  Sponsorship — 6  Ways  To  Do 
It  Right  by  Gregory  L.  Colvin.  (San 
Francisco:  Study  Center  Press ,  1993. 
92  pages.  Clothbound,  $24.95;  pa¬ 
perback,  $12.95.  Available  from 
(800)  484-4173,  ext.  1073. 


most  churches,  is  permission  to  re¬ 
ceive  tax-deductible  gifts.  Mr.  Col¬ 
vin’s  six  models  show  the  various 
ways  this  benefit  can  be  structured, 
ranging  from  instances  where  the 
project  remains  an  integral  part  of 
the  parent  institution  to  more  inde¬ 
pendent  projects. 

A  particularly  useful  chapter 
shows  how  to  spin  off  a  project 
when  it  becomes  too  big  or  when  all 
agree  that  it  should  be  given  its  in¬ 
dependence. 

The  notion  of  a  church  creating  a 
hospice  is  one  of  several  hypotheti¬ 
cal  situations  the  author  applies  to 
each  of  his  models.  Other  hypo¬ 
thetical  situations  include  a  newly 
formed  dance  company  seeking 
nonprofit  sponsorship  and  an  envi¬ 
ronmental  group  working  to  pre¬ 
serve  Brazilian  rain  forests. 

A  team  representing  various 
foundations  and  nonprofits  in¬ 
spired,  supported  and  then  pub¬ 
lished  this  book. 

The  sponsoring  institutions  are 
well  served  by  Mr.  Colvin’s  clear, 
informative  writing.  Every  other 
church  and  nonprofit  wanting  to 
make  a  difference  in  the  world  and 
needing  good  financial,  legal  infor¬ 
mation  along  the  way  will  profit 
from  this  text  as  well. 

Mr.  Chaffee,  of  San  Francisco,  is 
a  United  Methodist  layman  and  au¬ 
thor  and  publisher  of  books  related 
to  local  church  management. 


Cornerstone  set  for 
Baltic  mission  center 


By  JORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

TALLINN,  Estonia — In  the 
United  States  the  cornerstone 
laying  for  a  United  Methodist 
church  or  center  would  have 
been  special.  Here  it  was  truly 
monumental. 

Wind  and  rain  did  not  deter 
those  gathered  in  Tallin  recently 
from  properly  observing  a  mile¬ 
stone  in  the  construction  of  the 
Baltic  Mission  Center.  Involved 
were  dignitaries  from  around  the 
world  and  the  Estonian  and  Rus¬ 
sian  members  of  the  Tallinn 
United  Methodist  Church. 

To  be  completed  in  12  to  18 
months,  the  facility  will  be  home 
to  the  new  theological  seminary 
for  the  Baltic  nations,  the  Tallinn 
United  Methodist  Church  and  a 
soup  kitchen. 


TALLIN, 
Estonia — 
Bishop  Hans 
Vxby,  left, 
seals  the  time 
capsule  that 
was  put  inside 
the 

cornerstone  of 
the  Baltic 
Mission 
Center.  Ivo 
Kollo,  director 
of  the 
construction 
company, 
looks  on. 


The  seminary,  open  only  a  few 
weeks,  has  52  students  meeting 
in  a  rented  classroom  as  pastors 
and  others  seek  the  theological 
education  denied  them  during 
the  Soviet  time. 

The  occupation  began  in  1 940 
and  ended  when  Estonia  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  an  abortive  Soviet 
coup  to  break  free  in  1 99 1 . 

“It’s  a  miracle,”  said  the  Rev. 
Olav  Pamamets,  superintendent 
of  the  Estonian  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  and  head  of  the  four- 
person  pastoral  staff  of  the 
Tallinn  church. 

Methodism  “was  not  brought 
by  a  foreigner,”  Bishop  Hans 
Vxby  noted,  but  by  an  Estonian 
man  who  had  experienced  the 
faith  among  Methodists  in  St. 
Petersburg. 
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RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES  BOARD,  INC 

1500  Country  Club  Road 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 


Rev.  Henry  Bowdon  Jr.,  Executive  Director 


Excerpts  from  the 
Executive  Director's  Report 


(The  following  are  excerpts  from  the  Executive 
Director's  report  to  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Board  which  met  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Pineville,  Louisiana  on  June  24,  1994.) 

Not  in  my  wildest  imagination  did  1  dream 
when  I  took  this  job  that  it  entailed  being  a  real 
estate  broker.  But  that  is  exactly  what  I  have  been 
doing.  And  things  keep  falling  into  place  so  well 
that  I  am  constantly  amazed.  Within  three  days 
after  Betty  Dawson  announced  that  she  was  mov¬ 
ing  to  a  retirement  center,  I  had  five  persons 
clamoring  to  buy  that  home.  We  were  able  to  sell 
it  for  $164,000.00. 

We  had  promised  John  Oldham  that  if  he 
helped  us  sell  the  home  in  Bernice  we  would  build 
him  a  home  in  Baton  Rouge.  Within  a  few  weeks 
he  had  the  home  sold  for  $50,000.00.  We  did  not 
have  to  build  him  a  home  in  Baton  Rouge  be¬ 
cause  Don  Hall  released  the  home  in  which  he 
was  living  when  he  decided  to  remarry. 

That  enabled  John  and  Dixie  to  move  into  the 
home  on  Judi  in  Baton  Rouge. 

We  finally  got  the  Elizabeth  Langford  home 
built  in  Monroe.  It  has  been  dedicated  and  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  J.  P.  McKeithen  are  enjoying  it.  They 
put  $10,000.00  of  their  money  into  the  construc¬ 
tion.  We  were  able  to  use  a  portion  of  the  money 
received  from  the  sale  of  the  Dawson  home  to  re¬ 
place  it  with  a  newer  and  less  expensive  home  in 
Baton  Rouge  for  Mrs.  Muriel  Daigle,  widow  of 
Rev.  Jay  Daigle.  She  is  excited  and  happy  with 
her  new  home. 

When  the  executrix  for  the  McCambell  estate 
gave  up  her  job,  I  had  to  sell  the  home  and  lot  she 
left  to  her  heirs.  We  are  to  receive  one  third  of  the 
sale  price  of  $59,500.00.  This  transaction  should 


be  completed  within  the  next  few  weeks.  I  have 
been  negotiating  with  Tom  Book  for  the  sale  of 
the  home  in  Jonesville.  He  has  been  living  in  this 
home  since  last  September.  Part  of  his  mainte¬ 
nance  fee  has  been  covered  by  much  needed  re¬ 
pair  work  that  he  has  done  to  this  home.  He  has 
fixed  it  up  so  nicely  that  he  now  wants  to  buy  it 
and  will  if  he  can  arrange  financing. 

We  are  in  the  process  of  selling  the  property  on 
Farmerville  Road  in  Ruston  to  the  Green  Clinic. 
Mrs.  Ruth  Johnson  has  given  land  on  which  to 
build  six  homes.  We  only  need  to  build  four  at  the 
present  moment  to  provide  homes  for  the  minis¬ 
ters’  widows  who  are  living  on  that  property  now. 
The  design  for  the  homes  has  been  completed. 
The  property  has  been  cleared  and  leveled.  The 
property  should  be  transferred  to  our  Board  very 
soon.  Hopefully  construction  can  begin  before  the 
summer  is  over. 

We  have  been  successful  in  keeping  every  home 
not  occupied  by  a  retired  minister  and/or  spouse, 
leased.  This  lease  money  helps  us  maintain  the 
home  and  having  someone  living  in  the  home 
keeps  our  insurance  company  from  canceling  the 
policy  on  these  homes.  At  present  eight  dwellings 
are  being  leased  to  lay  people. 

We  will  again  promote  the  work  of  our  Board 
on  a  special  page  of  the  Louisiana  United  Meth¬ 
odist  in  the  months  of  August  and  November. 

The  Mike  John  Jr.  Memorial  Administrative 
Trust  Fund  presently  stands  at  $178,402.30  and 
is  growing  rapidly.  Hopefully,  by  the  end  of  1994 
we  will  have  reached  the  minimum  I  had  hoped 
for,  an  amount  of  $250,000.00.  This  amount  is 
invested  in  the  long-term  account  with  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana. 


Dr.  Dana  Dawson  Jr.  Memorial 
Retired  Ministers  Home  Dedicated 


On  Sunday,  Oct.  9,  1994,  at  3  p.m.,  friends  and 
family  of  Muriel  Daigle  and  interested  Method¬ 
ists  from  the  Baton  Rouge  District  gathered  at 
1 1 1 1 1  Stanley  Aubin  Place  to  dedicate  the  Dr.  Dana 
Dawson  Jr.  Memorial  Retired  Ministers  Home. 
Though  it  was  a  drizzly,  overcast,  and  windy  af¬ 
ternoon,  those  who  braved  the  elements  to  attend 
were  treated  to  a  warm  and  cordial  service. 

Area  clergy  participating  in  the  service  were 
Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  Rev.  Carol  S.  Winn, 
Dr.  Christopher  H.  Andrews,  and  Rev.  Timothy 
E.  Lawson. 

Also  participating  were  Bob  Greer,  represent¬ 
ing  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge,  presenting  the  home  for  dedication;  Earl 
Cefalu  Jr.,  secretary  of  the  Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Board,  accepting  the  home  for  dedication; 


Mrs.  Muriel  Daigle,  first  resident  of  the  home 
who  unveiled  the  plaque  and  spoke  words  of  ap¬ 
preciation;  and  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon  Jr.,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Board,  who  directed  the  service.  Rev.  Richard 
Hoffpauir,  District  Superintendent  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District,  who  was  so  instrumental  in  help¬ 
ing  us  find  this  home,  was  not  able  to  attend  and 
participate  because  of  his  rounds  of  Charge  Con¬ 
ferences.  Also,  unable  to  attend  was  Betty  Daw¬ 
son,  who  sent  a  telegram  expressing  her  pleasure 
for  having  this  home  dedicated  to  Dana  and  her 
regrets  at  not  being  able  to  attend. 

Following  the  Service  of  Dedication,  those  at¬ 
tending  were  served  refreshments  by  women  from 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge. 


Pictured  are  three  key  participants  in  the  dedication  service  for  the  Dr.  Dana  Dawson  |r.  Retired  Minis¬ 
ters  Home  in  Baton  Rouge.  From  left  to  right  they  are:  Bob  Greer,  a  layman  from  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge;  Mrs.  Muriel  Daigle,  first  resident  of  the  home;  and  Dr.  Christopher  Andrews, 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 


The  women  from  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  who  provided  and  served  refreshments 
at  the  dedication  of  the  Dr.  Dana  Dawson  Jr.  Retired  Ministers  Home  are  pictured  above. 


A  Word  Of  Thanks  From  Muriel  Daigle 


June  1st  of  this  year  I  had  the  privilege  to  move 
into  the  Retired  Ministers  home  which  was  pur¬ 
chased  with  funds  from  the  sale  of  the  parsonage 
in  which  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.  lived. 

Dr.  Dana  and  Betty  were  special  to  me  as  I  was 
a  young  person  in  the  New  Orleans  area.  They 
were  counselors  at  a  summer  Methodist  camp 
held  in  Slidell.  They  had  been  married  only  a 
short  time  and  glowed  with  the  love  that  only 
young  people  who  were  just  married  can  share.  At 
thirteen,  I  was  completely  in  love  with  Love  be¬ 
cause  of  them.  Ironic  that  the  sale  of  the  home 
they  occupied  would  provide  for  me  in  later 
years. 

Jay  and  1  did  not  have  the  joy  of  retiring  to¬ 
gether.  He  was  active  in  both  pulpits  of  the  Faith¬ 
ful-New  River  Charge  in  St.  Amant  until  the 
Sunday  before  his  death,  December  9,  1993.  Liv¬ 


ing  in  this  home  has  helped  calm  the  anxieties  I 
had  about  my  future  following  the  loss  of  one  so 
precious  to  me. 

I  am  proud  to  be  a  United  Methodist!  I  am 
proud  that  Jay  and  I  served  a  caring  church  — 
one  that  cares  for  the  people  of  the  world  through 
missions  —  and  a  church  that  cares  enough  to 
take  care  of  its  own. 

God  alone  knows  the  gratitude  in  my  heart  for 
Him  and  for  you  who  made  this  home  possible. 
Please  accept  my  sincere  “Thanks”  for  the  part 
you  have  played  in  my  future.  To  Dickie,  Henry, 
the  members  of  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Board,  the  ministers  who  took  part  in  the  dedica¬ 
tion,  the  ladies  from  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  who  provided  and  served 
refreshments,  my  family  and  friends  for  being 
here,  I  say  “Thank  you!” 


List  Of  Residents 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Albert 
Hurley 
P.  O.  Box  245 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon 
1 6 1  Emerite  Drive 
Lafayette,  LA  70501 

Miss  Judy  Parris  (Lay) 

1 1 5  S.  Acadian  Drive 
Lafayette,  LA  70503 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Hugh 
Baker,  Jr. 

1 1 2  E.  Lawrence  Street 
New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Mrs.  Clarice  Flurry 
2816  Hill  Street 
Alexandria,  LA  71301 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  Book 
(Lay) 

800  Mound  Street 
Jonesville,  LA  7 1 343 

Mrs.  Abe  M.  Conerly 
Route  6,  Box  404-K 
Natchitoches,  LA  71457 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ken  Klemme 
(Lay) 

112  Redd  Drive 
Pineville,  LA  7 1 360 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  John  Oldham 
9934  Judi  Avenue 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815 

Mrs.  Muriel  Daigle 
1 1 11 1  Stanley  Aubin 
Street 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70825 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Blaine  Simon 
(Lay) 

24205  Charles  Drive 
Plaquemine,  LA  70764 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  C. 
Skinner 

1034  Ann  Street 
Westlake,  LA  70669 

Mrs.  Marcella  Tatum 
50 1  Myrtle  Street 
Rayville,  LA  7 1 269 

Mrs.  Shirley  N.  Wall 
1 103  S.  Louisa  Street 
Rayville,  LA  71269 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Isaac  A. 

Patton,  Jr. 

2324  Sauville 
Monroe,  LA  71201 

Rev.  Joe  H.  Robinson 
2621  N.  Tenth  Street 
West  Monroe,  LA  7 1 29 1 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  J.  P. 
McKeithen 

3215  Westminister  Street 
Monroe,  LA  71201 

Mrs.  Bernice  Taylor 
241 1  Bristol  Place 
New  Orleans,  LA  701 1 4 

Mrs.  Ann  Caraway  (Lay) 
600  Hardy  Street 
Amite,  LA  70422 

Mrs.  Maijorie  Messer 
705  Old  Covington 
Highway 

Hammond,  LA  70401 

Rev.  James  W.  Ailor 
1558  Wildwood  Drive 
Slidell,  LA  70458 

Mrs.  Betty  Davis 
495  W.  Beech  Street 
Ponchatoula,  LA  70454 


Mrs.  Annie  Durbin 
1116  Claiborne  Ave. 
Minden,  LA  71055 

Mr.  Larry  Vining 
(Lay) 

1000  Yale  Street 
Minden,  LA  71055 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Doug 
McGuire 

810  Redbud  Street 
Ruston,  LA  71270 

Mrs.  Adona  Cain 
206  E.  Florida  Avenue 
Ruston,  LA  71270-3919 

Rev.  William  M.  Stokes, 
Jr. 

3007  Tech  Station 
Ruston,  LA  71272 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Parks 
721  North  Main  Street 
Homer,  LA  71040-3807 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Turner  (Lay) 

1 100  S.  Farmerville  Apt.  1 
Ruston,  LA  71270-5914 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Drew 
Robertson  (Lay) 

1 100  S.  Farmerville  Apt.  2 
Ruston,  LA  71270-5914 

Mrs.  Claude  Crotwell 
1100  S.  Farmerville,  Apt. 
3  &  4 

Ruston,  LA  71270-5914 

Mrs.  Margie  S.  Shaw 
1 100  S.  Farmerville  Apt.  6 
Ruston,  LA  71270-5914 

Mrs.  Grace  Spinks 
1 102  S.  Farmerville 
Ruston,  LA  71270-5914 


Mrs.  Roy  Garrett 
1 103  S.  Farmerville 
Ruston,  LA.  71270-5914 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Raymond 
Crofoot 

1119  Carey  Street 
Ruston,  LA  71270 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Homer  V. 
Bailes 

Box  175,  Farmerville 
Hwy. 

Downsville,  LA  71234 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  W. 

Harbuck 
P.  O.  Box  1323 
Mansfield,  LA  71052 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  V. 
Sirman 

108  Park  Lane  Drive 
Coushatta,  LA  7 1 0 1 9 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E. 
Carter 

216  W.  Tennessee 
Vivian,  LA  71019 

Rev.  Harold  Longfellow 
8 1 8  E.  River  Road 
Shreveport,  LA  71 105 

Rev  &  Mrs  Fred  W. 

Schwendimann 
5520  E.  Meadow  Drive 
Bossier  City,  LA  71 1 12 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Byrl  Dampier 
55 1 8  E.  Meadow  Drive 
Bossier  City,  LA  71 1 12 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Clyde  Averett 
5522  E.  Meadow  Drive 
Bossier  City,  LA  7 1 1 1 2 


New  Lot  Acquired  In  Slidell 


On  Friday,  October  21,  1994  the  Retired  Min¬ 
isters  Homes  Board,  thanks  to  a  benefactor  who 
prefers  to  remain  anonymous,  acquired  a  lovely 
lot  on  Main  Avenue  in  Slidell,.  LA.  Within  the 
next  few  months  construction  will  begin  on  a  new 
home  to  be  occupied  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  Lee. 
The  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board  has  a  policy 
of  building  a  new  home  when,  a  lot  is  provided 
and  when  either  an  individual  layperson,  an  indi¬ 
vidual  minister,  or  a  local  church  provides  half 
the  cost  of  that  home.  This  home  is  being  built  by 
a  gift  of  $10,000.00  made  to  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  with  the  provision 
that  when  it  grew  to  an  amount  equal  to  half  the 
cost  of  a  new  Retired  Ministers  Home,  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  Board  would  be  asked  to  provide 


the  other  half  of  the  cost  and  build  a  new  home. 

Because  of  building  costs  in  Slidell,  this  stand¬ 
ard  home  will  probably  cost  more  than  the 
$60,000.00  the  Board  usually  spends  on  a  new 
home.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  Lee  have  agreed  to 
make  up  any  excess  above  that  set  amount. 

Consider  the  vision  of  this  person  who  gave  the 
$10,000.00  several  years  ago.  Because  of  his  fore¬ 
thought  and  generosity  the  Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Board  will  acquire  a  lot  and  home  valued 
in  excess  of  $100,000.00.  That’s  quite  a  return  on 
his  gift!  Anyone  interested  in  doing  likewise  may 
call  Ken  Reed,  head  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana,  (504)  346-1646  or  Henry 
Bowdon,  Jr.,  director  of  the  Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Board,  (318)  474-1500 
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Sights  and  sounds 
of  a  special 
connection 

Bishop  William  Oden 

Marilyn  and  I  spent  a  few  glorious  days  in  the  Swiss  Alps  between 
meetings  in  Tallinn  and  Geneva. 

On  a  bright  sunny  morning,  we  awoke  to  a  loud  symphony  of  bells. 
Farmers  were  all  bringing  their  cows  down  from  the  high  meadows  to  be 
wintered  in  the  villages.  The  sound  of  hundreds  of  brass  cow  bells  con¬ 
verging  over  the  Alpine  Mountains  was  an  event  we  will  not  forget.  The 
farmers  were  dressed  in  their  colorful  traditional  clothes.  The  proces¬ 
sions  were  something  to  behold. 

We  were  staying  at  a  Methodist-owned  hotel  in  the  Alps.  Hotel  Vic¬ 
toria  is  both  a  commercial  hotel  and  a  retreat  and  conference  center  for 
The  United  Methodist  Church  in  Switzerland.  The  director  is  a  pastor 
who  is  the  personification  of  hospitality. 

“Connection”  is  a  key  word  in  Methodism.  Through  Hotel  Victoria, 
Swiss  Methodists  were  united.  But  1  still  don’t  know  what  connected  all 
the  farmers  so  they  knew  what  day  to  bring  all  their  cows  down  from  the 
high  meadows. 


Become  Bible-totin'  Methodists 


The  Word,  the  Bible  is  at  the 
heart  of  our  religion.  The  Word  is 
powerful.  We  have  observed  how, 
in  countries  where  governments 
have  not  allowed  religion  to  be 
overt,  the  Word  is  still  strong.  The 
Bible  speaks  to  people  everywhere 
for  all  times.  We  just  need  to  open 
it  and  read. 

On  Nov.  20,  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  will  observe  Bible  Sun¬ 
day. 

“Let’s  become  ‘Bible-totin’  Meth¬ 
odists  for  one  day  at  least,”  Rev. 
William  E.  “Wishy”  Nolan,  pastor 
of  First  UMC,  Arcadia,  urged  the 
congregation. 

“Bring  a  Bible  to  church  with 
you.  Better  than  that ...  if  you  have 
a  Bible  that  has  extra  special  mean¬ 


ing  to  you  because  of  its  origin, 
bring  that  one  with  you  and  share 
with  the  congregation  how  this  par¬ 
ticular  Bible  became  special  to 
you.” 

Bible  Sunday,  also  will  be  ob¬ 
served  Nov.  20  in  St.  Luke-Simpson 
UMC,  Lake  Charles. 

The  Gideon 
Bible  Society 
will  provide  a 
speaker  for  a 
brief  presenta¬ 
tion  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  each 
worship  ser¬ 
vice. 

A  love  offer¬ 
ing  to  help  provide  Bibles  for  distri¬ 
bution  around  the  world  will  be 
received. 


Around  the  Conference 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  Alexandria 
District  United  Methodist  Women  a 
total  of  80  ABC  (At-Risk  Babies  Crib) 
Quilts  were  displayed.  The  group 
met  at  Newman  UMC,  Alexandria. 
The  quilts  were  made  by  members 
of  the  local  units  as  a  response  to 
the  UMW’s  Campaign  for  Children. 

The  quilt  project  is  one  in  which 
volunteers  across  the  country  make 
and  distribute  baby  quilts.  One  is 
given  to  each  American  child  under 
six  who  tests  positive  for  the  HIV/ 
AIDS  virus,  is  bom  drug-affected  or 
is  abandoned  and  living  in  foster 
care.  The  ABC  Quilts  are  delivered 
through  medical  providers  to  chil¬ 
dren  in  hospitals,  clinics,  foster 
homes  and  to  individual  family 
homes. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Steve  Caraway,  pastor  of 
University  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  has 
invited  members  “to  share  their 
hopes,  thoughts  and  concerns  about 
the  ministry  of  what  we  do  as  a 
church.”  Listening  Posts  have  been 
set  up  for  four  Sunday  evenings  in 
November. 

The  sessions  have  no  specific 
agenda.  They  are  times  set  aside  for 
members  to  affirm  what  “we  do 
well  and  offer  suggestions  as  to 
what  we  can  do  better,”  Caraway 
said.  He  will  report  results  to  the 
congregation  and  appropriate  com¬ 
mittees. 

*  «  • 

The  Wesleyan  Handbell  Choir  of 
First  UMC,  Lake  Charles  has  re¬ 
corded  musical  selections  on  a  cas¬ 
sette  which  has  been  titled,  “Music 
of  Angels.”  Choir  members  are  sell¬ 
ing  the  30-minute  tape  that  consists 
of  eight  of  the  choirs’  most  popular 
pieces  of  music. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Will  K.  Andress  will  direct 
the  63-voice  Centenary  College 
Choir  of  Shreveport  in  a  concert  Sat¬ 
urday,  Nov.  19,  at  7  p.m.,  in  St. 


Matthew  UMC,  Metairie  where 
Rev.  Andrew  J.  Douglas  is  pastor. 
Choir  members  are  to  be  housed  in 
members’  homes.  A  covered-dish 
supper  is  planned  for  6  p.m.  at  the 
church  preceding  the  concert. 

Among  other  concerts  scheduled 
by  Centenary  College  Choir  in  Lou¬ 
isiana  churches  are:  First  UMC, 
DeRidder,  Nov.  18;  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  morning  of 
Nov.  20,  and  Coushatta  UMC,  the 
evening  of  Nov.  20. 

*  *  * 

Port  Barre  UMC,  whose  pastor  is 
Rev.  C.  Ann  Sutton,  will  have  home¬ 
coming  on  Nov.  20.  Rev.  John 
Guyre,  Lake  Charles,  pastor  of  Fair- 
view-Sweetlake  UMC,  will  be  guest 
preacher.  Dinner-on-the-grounds  is 
planned  for  noon. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess,  senior 
pastor,  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette, 
was  pleased  that  the  church’s  Har¬ 
vest  Festival  attracted  about  500 
children,  youth  and  adults  —  many 
from  neighborhoods  surrounding 
the  church.  “There  were  so  many 
who  came  and  had  a  wonderful 
time,”  he  said.  “And  I  was  thrilled 
that  so  many  stayed  for  the  evening 
worship  service  out  in  the  street.” 

*  *  * 

Two  events  for  Promise  Keepers, 
an  ecumenical  men’s  group,  are  an¬ 
nounced  by  Bill  McMahan,  a  UM 
layperson. 

A  Men’s  Breakfast  is  set  for  Fri¬ 
day,  Nov.  18,  at  6:30  a.m.  at  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

A  Promise  Keepers  Men’s  Lead¬ 
ership  Ministry  Seminar  will  be 
held  Nov.  18-19  at  Church  Point 
Ministries,  3000  Tecumseh  (just  off 
1-1 10)  in  Baton  Rouge). 

Among  issues  to  be  addressed: 
Why  men  have  difficulty  building  vi¬ 
tal  relationships,  how  to  bring  men 
together  in  a  church  and  how  a  man’s 
past  affects  him  in  the  present. 

Speakers  will  be  Dr.  Stan  Ponz  of 
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“Come  ye  thankful  people,  come, 
raise  the  song  of  harvest  borne  . . .” 

Throughout  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference,  congregations,  communi¬ 
ties  and  smaller  groups  will  lift  their 
prayers,  sermons  and  songs  of 
praise  and  thanksgiving  Sunday, 
Nov.  20,  and  during  the  week  of 
Thanksgiving. 

An  ecumeni¬ 
cal  Community 
Thanksgiving 
Service  will 
be  held  at  Uni¬ 
versity  UMC, 
Lake  Charles, 
Tuesday,  Nov. 
22.  Speaker 
is  to  be  Rabbi 
Leonard 
Schoolman. 

Combined 
choirs  will  pres- 

Staple  food  items  for  low-income 
persons  are  to  be  placed  on  the  altar 
during  the  service. 

A  fellowship  and  refreshment 
time  is  planned  after  the  communi¬ 
ty-wide  service. 

Student  meal 

Students  of  Uniting  Campus  Min¬ 
istry  at  LSU  will  have  a  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  dinner  Tuesday,  Nov.  22,  at  7 
p.m.  after  a  5:45  p.m.  Bible  study. 

Students  are  preparing  for 
Thanksgiving  and  the  Advent  sea¬ 
son  by  studying  “Stories  of  Our 


Faith”  during  the  fall  retreat  Fri¬ 
day,  Nov.  18,  through  Sunday,  Nov. 
20,  in  Gulf  Shores,  Ala.  Rev.  Ran¬ 
dall  K.  Nichols  is  campus  minister. 

First  UMC,  Many,  of  which  Rev. 
Hulen  C.  Warren  Jr.  is  pastor,  will 
be  host  for  a  Community  Thanks¬ 
giving  Worship  Service  on  Sunday, 
Nov.  20.  Speaker  is  to  be  Rev. 
Charles  Luke,  a  Baptist  minister. 
Participating  in  the  service  will  be 
other  clergy  of  the  community. 

The  Many  church  has  been  collect¬ 
ing  food  for  Thanksgiving  baskets 
that  are  to  be  delivered  Nov.  20. 

Succoth  Booth 

On  Nov.  1 3,  children  of  Sunday 
school  classes  at  Henning  Memorial 
UMC,  Sulphur,  used  foliage,  pump¬ 
kins,  Indian  com  and  gourds  to  deco¬ 
rate  a  Succoth  Booth  erected  in  the 
sanctuary.  They  learned  about  this 
festival  which  was  one  of  the  tradi¬ 
tions  Jesus  would  have  observed  as  a 
boy  growing  up  in  a  Hebrew  family. 

To  prepare  for  Thanksgiving  bas¬ 
kets  to  deliver  on  Nov.  20,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Henning  congregation 
are  to  place  non-perishable  food 
items  in  the  booth  that  Sunday  dur¬ 
ing  the  10:30  a.m.  service. 

Rev.  Michael  McLaurin  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  a  Community 
Thanksgiving  Service  will  be  held  in 
First  UMC,  Minden,  Sunday,  Nov. 
20,  at  6  p.m. 

“There  will  be  great  music,  great 
preaching  and  great  fellowship,”  he 
added. 


ent  special  music. 


Clergy  and  spouses:  Alive  and  under  45? 
If  so,  this  financial  seminar  is  planned 
to  help  you  create  a  brighter  future 


Two  agencies  made  up  of  those 
numbers-loving-kinds-of-people 
who  know  about  financial  stuff  — 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Pensions  and  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  —  want 
you  to  hunt  up  your  1 995  calendar 
and  mark  off  two  days.  In  doing 
this,  you  will  be  planning  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  —  Thursday,  March  2,  and  Fri¬ 
day,  March  3,  1995.  The  place  to 
be:  MacArthur  Drive  Holiday  Inn 
in  Alexandria. 

When  you  actually  attend  the  spe¬ 
cial  seminar  scheduled  for  those 
two  days  you  will  be  given  tech¬ 
niques  of  “Looking  to  the  Future.” 
Not  just  any  future,  your  future. 
The  idea  is  to  know  how  to  plan  a 
financially-secure  one  for  yourself 
and  your  family. 

In  other  words,  you  don’t  always 
have  to  be  poor  just  because  you’re 
a  preacher. 

All  are  welcome 

All  clergy  are  welcome  to  partici¬ 
pate  but  those  who  are  under  45 
will  be  particularly  interested  in  the 
issues  to  be  discussed,  according  to 
the  planners.  (You  others  are  al¬ 
ready  supposed  to  know  all  this 
—  like  how  to  get  rich;  how  to  save 
enough  to  send  your  kids  to  college 
or  possibly  even  how  to  survive  un¬ 
til  the  next  paycheck.) 

Spouses  are  also  strongly  encour¬ 
aged  to  attend  and  child  care  will  be 
provided. 

Featured  speaker  will  be  Freder¬ 
ick  H.  Leasure,  author  of  Federal 
Tax  Reporting  and  Filing  Require¬ 
ments  for  Laypersons  and  Clergy. 

Although  clergy  tax  preparation 


Perth  Bible  Church,  Amsterdam, 
NY,  and  Rev.  Michael  Silva,  nation¬ 
al  director  of  evangelism  for  Chris¬ 
tian  Businessmen  of  America. 

For  additional  information  or  to  reg¬ 
ister  call  McMahan,  (504)  296-5 121. 


(your  favorite  laugh-a-minute  sub¬ 
ject)  will  be  the  featured  topic,  a 
wide  range  of  financial  information 
will  be  shared. 

Each  subject  “will  be  addressed 
in  a  way  that  will  deal  with  the 
unique  qualities  of  young  clergy 
families.”  (In  other  words,  they’ll 
tell  you  how  to  pay  your  taxes,  be¬ 
come  debt-free  and  even  begin  sav¬ 
ing  for  the  future.) 

Registration 

Start  saving  up  to  register.  You 
have  until  Feb.  10  to  do  so.  The 
cost  of  the  seminar  and  hotel  ac¬ 
commodations  is  $60  for  individ¬ 
uals  and  $70  for  couples  (just 
consider  it  an  investment  in  the  fu¬ 
ture).  Dinner  on  Thursday  and  lun¬ 
cheon  on  Friday  are  included  in  the 
registration  fee. 

“Those  not  in  need  of  overnight 
accommodations,”  must  spring  for 
only  $25  and  $35  in  fees.  (Who  said 
life  is  fair?) 

Registration  forms  in  brochures 
will  be  mailed  to  all  clergy  early  in 
January  about  the  same  time  the 
IRS  sends  your  tax  forms. 

Any  questions?  Call  Naomi  Scriv¬ 
ener  504-346-1646. 


Congratulations  to  Judy  and  Wy- 
bra  Price  on  the  birth  of  a  son,  Wy- 
bra  J.  Price  III  (nickname  Joey), 
bom  on  Oct.  28. 

Rev.  Wybra  J.  Price  II  is  an  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  at  Munholland  UMC  in 
Metairie. 


Bless  this  house . . . 


New  Orleans  District  parsonage 


Bishop  William  Oden,  LEFT,  consecrated  the  New  Orleans  District 
parsonage  at  a  recent  House  Blessing  and  Celebration.  Next  to  him 
is  Marilyn  Brown  Oden.  Members  of  the  family  occupying  the  home 
are  Dr.  John  Winn,  Lane  Winn  and  Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn.  The 
event  was  sponsored  by  the  District  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Committee  on  Superintendency. 


A  Service  of  House  Blessing  was  held  Oct.  22  at  the  recently  pur¬ 
chased  New  Orleans  District  parsonage,  781  Germain  St.,  just  off  I- 
610  and  Canal  Boulevard,  in  the  photo  above,  welcoming  Rev. 
Leslie  Akin,  Rev.  Frank  Akin  and  Rev.  Norwood  Hingle,  in  BACK  are 
Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  district  superintendent,  RIGHT,  and  Dr. 
John  Winn,  LEFT. 


Enjoying  the  fel- 
lowship  are, 
FROM  LEFT, 
Rev.  and  Mrs. 
McKinley  Frank¬ 
lin  and  Rev.  Sam 
Walker. 


UM  clergy:  Employees  or  self-employed? 


The  decision  in  the  recent  Weber 
versus  Commissioner  court  case 
was  that  Rev.  Michael  Weber,  a 
UM  minister,  is  not  self-employed 
but  is  an  employee. 

The  decision  has  possible  impli¬ 
cations  for  all  UM  clergy.  For  that 
reason  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Finance  Office  with  the  approval  of 
Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration  and  the  Cabinet  is  conduct¬ 
ing  IRS  information  events  in  each 
district. 

Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  Conference 
treasurer,  is  leading  these  events.  Four 
have  already  been  held  and  there  are 
five  remaining  ones  scheduled. 

At  each  one  Dr.  Caraway  presents 
recommendations  from  the  Acting 
General  Counsel  of  the  General 
CFA.  The  advice  has  resulted  from 
the  Weber  decision. 

The  sessions  are  being  held  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  the  year  so  churches 
may  have  opportunities  to  make 
budget  adjustments  where  appro¬ 
priate,  Dr.  Caraway  said. 


He  added,  “As  long  as  such  ad¬ 
justments  are  managed  within  the 
perimeters  of  each  pastor’s  compen¬ 
sation,  already  approved  by  Charge 
Conferences,  the  Cabinet  has  asked 
that  such  decisions  be  approved  by 
the  church’s  administrative  body 
rather  than  by  another  Charge  Con¬ 
ference.  Information  about  these 
adjustments,  however,  should  be 
forwarded  in  detail  to  the  respective 
district  superintendent  before  the 
end  of  1994.” 

Four  of  the  district  information 
events  have  been  held  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  district  sessions  are  sched¬ 
uled:  New  Orleans,  Monday,  Nov. 
28  at  5  p.m.,  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  New 
Orleans;  North  Shore.  Monday, 
Dec.  5  at  7  p.m..  First  UMC,  Ham¬ 
mond;  Alexandria,  Sunday,  Dec.  6 
at  6:30  p.m..  Horseshoe  Drive 
UMC,  Alexandria;  Shreveport, 
Wednesday,  Dec.  7  at  7  p.m., 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  and 
Acadiana,  Wednesday,  Dec.  14  at 
6:30  p.m..  First  UMC,  Franklin. 
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We  should  pray 
for  Susan  Smith 


Pray  for  Susan  Smith. 

How  else  can  Christians  respond 
to  the  South  Carolina  mother's  re¬ 
cent  admission  that  she  drowned 
her  two  young  sons? 

Susan  Smith  is,  after  all,  one  of 
us.  She’s  a  church  member,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  who  was  raised  in  the 
church,  married  in  the  church  and 
brought  her  children  to  church. 
She’s  family. 

But  here’s  where  it  gets  tough  for 
any  family,  church  families  included. 
When  one  of  our  own  does  some¬ 
thing  of  which  we  all  are  ashamed, 
even  horrified,  how  difficult  it  is  to 
recall  our  bond.  At  such  times,  we 
would  rather  not  be  bonded  nor  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  miscreant. 

“Not  us,”  we  say. 

But  Susan  Smith  is  us.  Although 
she  did  something  unspeakable  in 
the  sight  of  God  and  humankind, 
she  remains  part  of  the  community 
of  faith.  She  re¬ 
mains  one  for 
whom  we  pledged 
to  “do  all  in  our 
power  to  increase 
her  faith,  confirm 
her  hope  and  per¬ 
fect  her  in  love.” 

Now  our  hand  is 
being  called.  She  is 
in  deep  legal,  moral 
and  spiritual  trou¬ 
ble.  She  is  an  object 
of  scorn.  She  may 
be  a  danger  to  her¬ 
self.  It’s  anybody’s 
guess  as  to  how  she 
will  respond,  emo¬ 
tionally  and  physi¬ 
cally,  to  the  weight 
of  her  misdeed. 

She  is,  in  short, 
one  for  whom  words 
like  “faith,  hope  and 
love”  may  have  a 
distant,  hollow  ring, 
detached  from  any- 


Editorial 


thing  that  makes  sense  in  her  present 
plight.  The  “tie  that  binds”  hearts  in 
Christian  love — how  often  has  she 
heard  or  sung  those  words? — is  sore¬ 
ly  strained.  If  that  tie  doesn’t  mean 
something  at  such  times  as  these, 
however,  one  might  wonder  when  it 
does. 

Our  teachers  in  faith  urge  us  to 
pray  for  each  other  (James  5:16). 
Pray,  not  merely  when  we  are  “wor¬ 
thy”  of  prayer  (are  we  ever  worthy?) 
and  not  merely  when  our  circum¬ 
stances  are  “acceptable”  (whatever 
that  might  be).  Rather,  just  “pray 
for  one  another.”  No  conditions. 
No  strings.  No  fine  print. 

If  ever  one  of  us  needed  the  sup¬ 
port  of  our  prayers,  some  tangible 
sign  that  the  “tie”  is  real  and  that 
our  pledge  to  one 
another  as  Jesus’ 
followers  has  both 
teeth  and  soul,  it’s 
Susan  Smith. 

It’s  at  times  like 
these  that  we  are 
challenged  to  con¬ 
sider:  What  does  it 
mean  that  we  are 
“members  of  one 
body”  (1  Corinthi¬ 
ans  12:12)? 

So  pray  for  Susan 
Smith.  Pray  for  her 
children.  Pray  for 
her  well-being. 

Pray  for  her  re¬ 
demption  as  one  for 
whom  Jesus  died, 
just  as  he  died  for 
the  rest  of  us  who 
don’t  deserve  it  ei¬ 
ther. 

Susan  remains,  af¬ 
ter  all,  a  child  of 
God.  And  one  of  us. 


Bishops  demonstrate 
qualities  of  leadership 

United  Methodist  bishops  are  As  reconcilers,  the  bishops  have 


Bishops  affirm  Christ  as  center  of  faith 


demonstrating  commendable  quali¬ 
ties  as  Christian  leaders  during  a  di¬ 
visive  time  (see  UMR,  Nov.  4  and 
stories  at  right). 

Specifically,  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops'  most  recent  session  indicates 
that  its  members  seek  to  serve  the 
church  as  spiritual  guides,  as  teach¬ 
ers,  as  reconcilers  and  as  visionaries. 

As  spiritual  guides,  the  bishops’ 
engagement  in  “covenant  groups” 
witnesses  to  the  value  of  a  longtime 
Wesleyan  tradition — “watching 
over  one  another  in  love.” 

Pursuing  a  practice  they  began  1 8 
months  ago,  the  bishops  gather  in 
small  groups  during  each  of  their 
semi-annual  meetings.  They  report 
on  their  spiritual  disciplines  and  of¬ 
fer  counsel  and  support  for  each  oth¬ 
ers’  work.  Between  council  sessions 
group  members  stay  in  touch  through 
telephone  calls,  letters  and  prayers. 

By  giving  such  priority  to  their 
souls’  sustenance,  the  bishops  dem¬ 
onstrate  that  establishing  and  main¬ 
taining  relationship  with  God  is  a 
Christian’s  number-one  task. 

As  teachers,  the  bishops  have  ren¬ 
dered  service  in  their  report,  “Bibli¬ 
cal  Wisdom  and  Current  Theological 
Ferment”  (see  story  above  right). 

The  bishops'  report  appropriately 
places  the  wisdom  tradition  in  bib¬ 
lical  context  while  affirming  in  the 
strongest  possible  terms  the  central¬ 
ity  of  Jesus  Christ.  Thus  the  report 
achieves  a  classic  Wesleyan  “third 
alternative”  that  eclipses  the  polar¬ 
ized  debate  of  the  past  year. 

The  bishops  deserve  the  church’s 
thanks  for  this  balanced  display  of 
their  teaching  task. 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 
Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
United  Methodist  bishops  say  they 
hope  that  their  new  report  to  the 
church  on  “Biblical  Wisdom  and  Cur¬ 
rent  Theological  Ferment”  will  calm 
debate  and  division  over  the  contro¬ 
versy  and  charges  of  “goddess  Sophia 
worship”  across  the  denomination. 

With  great  emotion  and  deep 
theological  reflections,  the  Council 
of  Bishops  unanimously  approved 
the  1  1-page  document  during  a 
Nov.  3  session,  expressing  further 
hope  that  rifts  even  among  bishops 
on  this  subject  will  be  healed  for  the 
wholeness  of  the  church. 

“I  affirm  the  document,  particu¬ 
larly  the  conclusions,”  said  Bishop 
Richard  C.  Looney  (South  Georgia 
Area)  and  a  member  of  the  bishops' 
Task  Force  on  the  Study  of  Wis¬ 
dom.  He  confessed  that  he  didn’t  go 
into  the  task  force  enthusiastically 
but  affirmed  that  he  is  a  bishop  for 
all  of  the  people. 

Bishop  Looney  added,  "We  (the 
church)  don’t  discuss  issues.  We  label 
people  and  question  their  motives. 
People  are  angry.  They  have  been  put 
down  and  labeled.” 

He  expressed  his  hope  for  whole¬ 
ness  in  the  church  and  thanked  his 
colleagues  for  listening  to  him. 

The  "Biblical  Wisdom  and  Cur¬ 
rent  Theological  Ferment  Report” 
was  introduced  to  the  full  council  by 
task  force  chairman  Bishop  Kenneth 
L.  Carder  (Nashville  Area).  He  noted 
that  a  resurgence  in  biblical  wisdom 
scholarship  provides  a  model  and 
presents  an  attitude  whereby  the 
church  can  reason  together. 

Grounding  in  Scripture 

Six-plus  pages  of  the  paper  consider 
wisdom  literature  in  the  Scriptures. 

The  document  reviews  aspects  of 
wisdom  in  the  Old  Testament  books 
of  Psalms,  Proverbs,  Ecclesiastes  and 
Job  as  well  as  Israelite  wisdom  in  the 
apocryphal  books  of  Sirach  and  the 
Wisdom  of  Solomon. 

The  bishops’  report  gives  particular 
attention  to  Proverbs  1-9  and  the 
mysterious  figure  of  “Woman  Wis¬ 
dom”  also  known  as  “Lady  Wisdom” 
or  “Sophia”  (Greek  for  “wisdom”). 

The  bishops’  task  force  directed 


emphasized  in  the  wisdom  tradition 
report  the  important  tension  be¬ 
tween  the  church’s  teachings  and 
the  need  for  theological  exploration 
in  an  atmosphere  of  mutual  respect 
within  the  Wesleyan  tradition. 

We  think  that  this  document — 
with  its  wide-ranging  scholarship 
and  its  conciliatory  tone — should 
be  studied  in  each  United  Method¬ 
ist  congregation. 

As  visionaries,  the  bishops  strug¬ 
gle  to  discern  God’s  will  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  the  church.  The  general  lack 
of  clear  vision  on  such  issues  as  the 
ministry  and  the  church’s  global  na¬ 
ture  reflects  the  enormity  of  this 
path-finding  task. 

However,  the  council  is  fortunate 
to  have  an  unusually  talented  core 
in  its  first-term  bishops.  Just  2'h 
years  after  their  elections,  the  youn¬ 
gest  bishops  exemplify  the  church’s 
rising  generation  of  leaders — multi¬ 
cultural,  gender-inclusive,  media- 
savvy,  collegial  in  working  style. 
The  church  can  expect  to  benefit 
from  these  attributes  as  it  moves  to¬ 
wards  the  21st  Century. 

Overall,  the  bishops  display  an 
important  dynamic  in  their  deliber¬ 
ations:  Synergy. 

In  other  words,  their  collective  re¬ 
sults  are  more  than  the  sum  of  their 
individual  abilities — a  good  exam¬ 
ple  of  teamwork  for  all  congrega¬ 
tions  everywhere  to  follow. 

Consequently  we  commend  our 
bishops  personally  and  corporately. 
Their  leadership  shows  the  power  of 
God  at  work  through  receptive  and 
willing  servants. 


Editor's  note:  Last  February  the  Re¬ 
porter  presented  on  this  page  an  edito¬ 
rial  and  a  staff-based  analysis  of 
wisdom  theology,  commonly  known  by 
the  Greek  term  for  wisdom,  “Sophia.” 

In  an  effort  to  offer  other  viewpoints 
on  this  long-running  controversy,  we 
herewith  print  news  reports  of  latest 
responses  to  Sophia. 

Complete  copies  of  the  bishops’ 
report,  “Biblical  Wisdom  and  Theo¬ 
logical  Ferment,”  may  be  obtained 
from  the  office  of  the  bishop  in  your 
region  of  the  church. 


discussion  toward  the  question  of 
whether  “Woman  Wisdom  is  an  at¬ 
tribute  of  God  or  if  she  has  an  inde¬ 
pendent  mythic  existence.” 

Their  report  strongly  emphasizes 
that  “Woman  Wisdom  as  a  goddess  is 
nonexistent  in  biblical  literature.” 

Bishop  Carder  commented  that  this 
goddess  attribute  is  nothing  new. 

“Special  attention  (has  been  giv¬ 
en  to  Sophia)  since  the  turn  of  the 
century,”  he  said. 

The  report  notes  that  New  Testa¬ 
ment  scholars  are  uncovering  the 
influence  of  the  Old  Testament  wis¬ 
dom  tradition  on  the  form  and  con¬ 
tent  of  the  Gospels,  especially  in 
Matthew  and  John.  It  also  points 
out  that  Jesus  was  a  teacher  and  his 
teachings  are  part  of  that  wisdom 
tradition. 

Bishop  Carder  emphasized  the 
New  Testament  image  of  Christ  as 
divine  wisdom,  as  the  Jesus  of  his¬ 
tory  and  as  the  risen,  glorified 
Christ.  The  study  points  out:  “It  is 
likely  that  Jesus’  use  of  the  name 
Abba,  Father,  for  God  reflects  the 
wisdom  tradition’s  influence.” 

John’s  gospel  claims  Jesus  as  the 
“Word”  of  God.  Several  passages 
written  by  the  Apostle  Paul,  such  as 
Philippians  2,  are  cited  in  the  report 
as  wisdom  writing. 

The  Christian  tradition  has  con¬ 
sistently  used  the  image  of  Christ  as 
divine  wisdom.  From  the  second 
century  both  “word”  ( logos  in 
Greek)  and  “wisdom”  (Sophia  in 
Greek)  were  associated  “with 
Christ’s  pre-existent  character,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  bishops’  report. 

The  report  notes  that  scholars  say 


3. 


Report’s  conclusions: 


a  Yes,  ferment  does  exist  within  the  church  as  reflected 
*  in  such  events  as  the  RE-lmagining  Conference,  the 
call  for  a  confessing  movement  and  the  Jesus  Seminar. 

"Doctrinal  Standards  and  Our  Theological  Task"  (part 
2.  of  The  United  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline)  provides 
the  foundation  for  responding  to  current  issues. 

The  biblieal  wisdom  tradition  is  receiving  considerable 
attention. 

Wisdom  is  a  personification  of  an  attribute  of  6od  and 
not  a  goddess. 

We  {United  Methodists)  are  committed  to  trinitarian 
theology  and  language. 

God  is  everlasting  without  body  or  parts  beyond  gender. 
Language  about  God  always  falls  short  of  adequately 
revealing  the  fullness  of  God. 

Feminist  theology  as  a  whole  cannot  be  identified 
simply  with  the  wisdom  tradition. 

Both  wisdom  tradition  and  Wesleyan  theology  require 
an  attitude  of  humility  before  God,  respect  for  one 
another,  openness  to  God's  revelation  from 
unexpected  sources  and  commitment  to 
Jesus  Christ  as  faithful  responses  to 
God's  revelation. 


that  in  the  (Eastern)  Orthodox  tradi¬ 
tion  “Saint  Sophia”  refers  to  Jesus 
Christ  as  “Holy  Wisdom,”  a  tradi¬ 
tion  that  has  remained  a  significant 
aspect  of  that  tradition. 

The  bishops’  report  says:  “  ‘Saint 
Sophia’  represents  the  continuing 
distinct  connection  between  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  the  ancient  Greek  cultur¬ 
al  tradition.” 

But  the  bishops’  report  clearly 
warns:  “The  challenge  for  contem¬ 
porary  Western  Christians  who 
wish  to  use  Wisdom-Sophia  as  a 
feminine  image  for  the  divinity  of 
Christ  is  to  maintain  the  careful 
balance  between  the  eternal  preexis- 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 

tent  divine  Christ  (for  whom  both 
male  and  female  language  is  and 
has  been  used)  and  the  humanity  of 
Jesus  Christ  (which  includes  the 
particularity  of  his  male  gender).” 

Unanimously  endorsed 

The  bishops  unanimously  en¬ 
dorsed  the  report  for  distribution 
and  use  in  their  areas  with  only  a 
few  editorial  corrections. 

Realizing  that  many  are  unfamil¬ 
iar  with  the  denomination’s  doc¬ 
trinal  and  theological  grounding 
concerning  contemporary  issues, 
the  bishops  decided  to  explore  cre¬ 
ative  ways  of  using  these  ground¬ 
ings  found  in  the  Discipline. 


Bishops'  president  scores  'gnat,  camel'  conflict 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 
Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
United  Methodist  Bishop  J.  Wood- 
row  Hearn  (Houston  Area)  recently 
called  the  Sophia  controversy  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  gnat-and-camel  syn¬ 
drome  plaguing  the  church. 

He  addressed  nearly  100  active 
and  retired  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops  as  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  during  their  opening  ses¬ 
sion  at  Lake  Junaluska  Oct.  30. 
They  adjourned  Nov.  4. 

Quoting  Matthew  23:24  about 
“straining  out  a  gnat  and  swallowing 
a  camel”  from  Jesus’  words  to  the 


scribes  and  Pharisees,  Bishop  Hearn 
said  the  bishops  should  not  let  an  is¬ 
sue  become  so  controversial. 

“No  group  can  give  unity  except 
the  bishops,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Hearn  told  the  bishops  he 
had  receivedl 
“their  mail”- 
hundreds  of  letters  I 
sent  to  him  asl 
president  of  the! 
council  on  the  So- 1 
phia  controversy.! 

He  said  he  then! 
did  some  investi-| 
gating.  Woodrow  Hearn 

“I  have  not  found  one  person  in 
Texas  leaving  Jesus  for  the  worship 


of  Sophia,”  he  said. 

What  he  did  find  was  more  dis¬ 
turbing  than  a  theological  debate,  he 
asserted.  He  said  he  found  people 
selling  drugs  from  the  steps  of  a 
church. 

He  said  he  also  found  the  principal 
of  a  school  who  hugged  all  the  chil¬ 
dren  in  her  school  on  Fridays  be¬ 
cause  she  didn’t  know  if  all  of  them 
would  return  to  school  on  Monday — 
children  who  sleep  on  the  floor  un¬ 
derneath  their  beds  because  of  drive- 
by  shootings. 

Bishop  Hearn  said  it’s  time  for 
those  instruments  of  death  and  mer¬ 
chants  of  death — all  happening  while 
“we  are  fussing  (over  Wisdom  theol- 


IRD  spokesman  commends,  raps  report 


WASHINGTON— The  new  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy’s  United  Methodist 
committee  has  commended  the 
Council  of  Bishops  for  declaring 
that  there  is  no  biblical  basis  for 
“goddess  worship.” 

But  Mark  Tooley,  who  became 
director  of  United  Methodists  for 
Faith  and  Freedom  in  October,  ex¬ 
pressed  disappointment  that  the 
bishops  did  not  respond  more  vig¬ 
orously  to  the  controversy  over  last 
year’s  ecumenical  RE-lmagining 
conference  in  Minneapolis. 

At  that  conference,  according  to 
Mr.  Tooley,  “worshippers  prayed  to 
‘Sophia.’  ” 

Mr.  Tooley  was  responding  to  the 
bishops’  study  of  wisdom  report  re¬ 
leased  Nov.  3  at  Lake  Junaluska, 


N.C.  (see  related  story  above). 

“The  bishops  addressed  only  one 
aspect  of  the  furor  surrounding  RE- 
lmagining,”  said  Mr.  Tooley.  “They 
properly  identified  ‘Sophia’  as  a 
Biblical  metaphor  and  not  a  sepa¬ 
rate,  female  diety.  Yet  they  declined 
to  criticize  church-sponsored  events 
like  RE-lmagining  that  treated  So¬ 
phia  as  a  goddess. . . . 

“Concerned  United  Methodists 
had  cause  to  expect  clearer  guid¬ 


ance  from  their  bishops.” 

Mr.  Tooley  said  United  Methodists 
for  Faith  and  Freedom  is  an  informal 
15-member  steering  committee 
formed  last  February,  when  the  com¬ 
mittee  wrote  all  bishops  urging  “deci¬ 
sive  and  appropriate  disciplinary 
action  against  church  leaders  who  en¬ 
dorsed  or  supported  the  November 
1 993  ‘RE-lmagining’  conference.” 

— DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 


ogy)  within  our  family.  “We  need  to 
raise  up  a  crusade  against  racism  and 
against  the  things  that  hurt  women. 
God  is  calling  us  (bishops)  to  leader¬ 
ship,”  he  declared. 

Bishop  Hearn  further  pointed  out 
that  the  “business  of  leaders  is  bibli¬ 
cal  and  theological  discernment — to 
be  called  and  captivated  by  it,  so  peo¬ 
ple  will  know  the  dreams  of  God.” 

He  bemoaned  the  fact  that  a 
“lack  of  morality”  among  some 
church  leaders  takes  more  time 
away  from  bishops  than  it  should. 
He  didn’t  specify  what  he  meant  by 
“lack  of  morality”  but  added,  “We 
need  positive,  proactive  personal 
discipline  among  our  leadership.” 

His  final  advice  to  the  bishops 
was  an  emphasizing  of  their  tasks 
under  The  United  Methodist  Book 
of  Discipline  to  “lead  and  oversee 
the  spiritual  and  temporal  needs”  of 
the  church. 

As  examples  of  such  oversight  he 
highlighted  the  recent  1 50th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference,  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  medical 
mission  to  nuclear  fallout  victims  of 
Kazakhstan  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union  and  the  1986  pastoral  letter 
“In  Defense  of  Creation,”  which  ad¬ 
vocated  nuclear  disarmament. 
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Know  your 
Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Peace  I  leave  with  you;  my 
peace  I  give  to  you.  I  do  not  give 
to  you  as  the  world  gives.  Do  not 
let  your  hearts  be  troubled,  and  do 
not  let  them  be  afraid.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  1  Cor.  13:7) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  20 

Sunday:  Psalm  132:1-7 
Monday:  Psalm  132:8-12 
Tuesday:  2  Samuel  23:1-4 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  23:5-7 
Thursday:  John  18:33-37 
Friday:  Revelation  1 :4b-6 
Saturday:  Revelation  1 :7-8 
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MISSION  TO  CUBA:  The  first  United 

Methodist  volunteer  mission  team  to  enter 
Cuba  since  the  embargo  imposed  earlier  this 
year  was  from  Louisiana.  A  dozen  clergy  and 
laymen  and  laywomen  were  led  by  the  Rev. 
Tom  Howe  Jr.,  pastor  of  Cornerstone  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  The  volun¬ 
teers  conducted  a  vacation  Bible  school  during 
a  fall  break  in  school  sessions  Nov.  7-15  in 
Havana  and  Matanza.  Many  students  had  nev¬ 
er  been  exposed  to  Bible  school  or  Christian¬ 
ity. 


CHRISTMAS  TV  SPECIALS:  TV  spe¬ 
cials  featuring  services  in  two  United  Methodist 
congregations  will  air  Christmas  Eve.  A  one- 
hour  worship  service  at  Pasadena  Community 
United  Methodist  Church  in  St.  Petersburg, 
Fla.,  will  be  telecast  at  1 1:30  p.m.  (EST)  on 
CBS-TV.  This  program  is  produced  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  in  cooperation 
with  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  A  traditional  Moravian 
love  feast  at  Metropolitan  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Detroit  will  be  shown  at  midnight 
(EST)  on  the  Faith  &  Values  channel. 

CHURCH  FEATURED  IN  VIDEO: 

Foothills  United  Methodist  Church  in  Bonney 
Lake,  Wash.,  will  be  featured  in  a  video  being 
produced  by  Augsburg  Press.  The  video,  Com¬ 
ing  Face  to  Face  with  God:  Conversations  on 
Prayer,  will  highlight  the  congregation’s  100- 
day  prayer  vigil  held  last  year.  The  nondenom- 
inational  video  will  contain  a  series  of  short 
interviews  with  individuals  and  groups  talking 
about  their  experiences  with  prayer.  The  video 
is  scheduled  for  release  March  1 . 


GRIEVANCES  FILED:  Official  griev¬ 
ances  against  the  Rev.  Barry  Bailey,  former  se¬ 
nior  pastor  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  were  filed  in  early  No¬ 
vember  with  Bishop  Joe  Wilson,  who  heads 
the  church’s  Central  Texas  Annual  Conference. 
Bishop  Wilson  said  18  women  gave  him  signed 
“testimonies  which  describe  in  detail  the  nature 
of  their  experiences.”  The  bishop  characterized 
the  content  of  the  statements  as  “very  serious 
verbal  and  very  serious  physical  sexual  mis¬ 
conduct.”  Dr.  Bailey,  who  retired  Aug.  31  dur¬ 
ing  mediation  of  earlier  accusations  of  sexual 
misconduct,  has  issued  a  denial  of  the  charges 
that  could  lead  to  a  church  trial. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Clergy  family's 
kids  anguished 
by  boys'  slaying 


WIDE  WORLD  PHOTO 


Confessed  murderer's  brother  begs  forgiveness 

UNION,  S.C.— United  Methodist  Scotty  Vaughan  (right),  brother  of  alleged  murderer  Susan 
Vaughan  Smith,  begs  forgiveness  of  Union's  black  community  for  his  sister's  allegation  that  a 
black  man  kidnapped  the  two  sons  she  later  confessed  to  killing.  With  Mr.  Vaughan  is  Sheriff 
Howard  Wells,  whose  professionalism  was  praised  by  the  Rev.  Mark  Long,  pastor  of  Buffalo 
(S.C.)  United  Methodist  Church  where  the  Vaughan  family,  including  Susan,  are  members.  Dr. 
Long  said  Mr.  Vaughan's  plea  and  Mr.  Wells'  work  should  go  a  long  way  toward  easing  racial 
tension  engendered  by  Mrs.  Smith's  hoax  (see  related  stories  at  right  and  below). 

Pastor:  Forgive  Susan  Smith 


Forgive  Susan  Smith  is  the 
word  from  her  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Mark  Long. 

“People  have  got  to  be  able  to 
find  forgiveness  for  Susan  or  they 
won’t  be  able  to  find  forgiveness 
themselves,”  Dr.  Long,  pastor  of 
the  Buffalo  (S.C.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  told  the  Reporter 
in  a  telephone  interview  two  days 
after  he  had  presided  at  the  fu¬ 
neral  of  Ms.  Smith’s  two  young 
sons  whom  she  has  confessed 
murdering. 

How  does  a  pastor  deal  with 
such  an  emotionally  wrenching  ex¬ 
perience  and  help  his  or  her  con- 


See  related  editorial  on  Page  2. 


gregation  come  to  grips  with  it? 

“It’s  still  a  matter  of  relying  on 
faith,”  Dr.  Long  said.  “To  realize 
God  is  our  strength  and  our 
shield.  The  reality  of  Christianity 
has  come  into  our  midst.  Reality 
ripped  off  the  facade  of  our  com¬ 
placency  and  we’re  having  to  face 
some  tough  realities  we  didn’t 
want  to  face. 

“For  example,  we  [as  Chris¬ 
tians]  been  taught  all  of  our  lives 
to  forgive. 

“Suddenly,  we’re  called  upon 


to  forgive  this  woman.  It’s  diffi¬ 
cult.” 

“Children  are  afraid  of  their 
mothers  now,  afraid  their  moth¬ 
ers  are  going  to  kill  them  (see  re¬ 
lated  story  at  right).” 

Dr.  Long .  said  that  he  has 
grieved  over  the  situation  and 
tried  to  find  some  good  in  it. 

With  the  exception  of  the  pris¬ 
on  chaplain,  Dr.  Long  is  the  only 
pastor  who  has  received  permis¬ 
sion  to  visit  Ms.  Smith  in  the 
prison  which,  he  said,  has  been 
inundated  with  requests  from 
pastors  who  wish  to  do  so. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Children  in  Union  County, 
S.C.,  may  be  among  those  com¬ 
munity  members  most  trauma¬ 
tized  by  the  recent  murder  of  two 
young  boys — apparently  by  their 
mother  Susan  Vaughan  Smith. 

The  Rev.  George  W.  Watson, 
superintendent  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Spartanburg 
District,  said  that  a  large  percent¬ 
age  of  the  calls  pastoral  counsel¬ 
ors  and  others  received  following 
the  mother’s  confession  were  in¬ 
quiries  about  the  disaster's  effect 
on  children. 

“Children  were  frightened,”  he 
said. 

'No  Course  101' 

“There’s  no  Course  101  in 
seminary  to  prepare  you  for 
something  like  this,”  Dr.  Watson 
told  the  Reporter.  “We  just  have 
to  learn  as  we  go.” 

Nevertheless,  Dr.  Watson  said 
that  the  Rev.  Theron  Walker 
Smith,  pastor  of  Buford  Street 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Gaff¬ 
ney,  S.C.,  holds  a  doctorate  in 
educational  psychology  in  early 
childhood  and  will  be  available  to 
help  counsel  the  pastors  who  are 
dealing  directly  with  the  commu¬ 
nity  and  family  members.  Gaffney 
is  about  25  miles  from  Union. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Re¬ 
porter,  Dr.  Smith  said  that  it  is 
frightening  to  children  when  a 
mother  kills  her  children.  It  is  the 
mother  who  is  usually  the  one 
who  cares  for  them  when  no  one 
else  will. 

However,  he  continued,  “Par¬ 
ents  and  pastors  need  to  tell  the 
truth  about  the  situation  and  get 
the  children  to  talk  about  their 
feelings,  not  just  once  but  repeat¬ 
edly.  It  is  by  repetition  that  chil¬ 
dren  learn.” 

He  described  how,  during  the 


search  for  the  missing  boys,  ev¬ 
ery  store  in  town  posted  the  now- 
familiar  photograph  of  the  two 
children.  Dr.  Smith  said  his  own 
children — ages  3,  7  and  9 — 
would  always  stop  and  look  at 
those  pictures. 

When  his  7-year-old  found  out 
that  the  children  were  dead  and 
the  mother  had  confessed  to  the 
killings,  Dr.  Smith  continued, 
“he  looked  straight  at  my  wife 
and  the  tears  started  rolling 
down  his  face.” 

“It  was  a  look  Jesus  might 
have  given  Peter,”  he  said,  “and 
my  wife’s  face  flushed.” 

Violation  of  innocence 

“What  we  are  dealing  with  is 
the  violation  of  the  innocence  of 
children,”  Dr.  Smith  said.  “The 
world  is  not  always  a  friendly 
place.  Evil  does  exist  and  people 
are  capable  of  doing  evil,  even 
apparently  good  people.” 

In  the  face  of  this  “violation  of 
innocence,”  “children  need  to  be 
told  they  are  loved,”  he  said, 
“and  they  need  to  hear  it  again 
and  again  and  again.” 

In  his  children’s  sermon  the 
following  Sunday,  he  said  he  told 
the  children  that  they  were  loved. 
He  had  the  congregation  stand 
and  repeat  the  congregational 
baptismal  pledge  in  which  they 
agree  to  surround  the  children 
with  steadfast  love,  so  that  the 
children  “may  be  established  in 
the  faith  and  confirmed  and 
strengthened  in  the  way  that 
leads  to  life  eternal.” 

“Then  we  hugged  the  children 
and  told  that  they  were  special,” 
Dr.  Smith  said. 

Dr.  Smith  said  he  will  be  avail¬ 
able  to  the  pastors  in  Union 
County  as  they  continue  to  coun¬ 
sel  children  and  parents  in  the 
devastated  community. 


The  Original  Movie 
As  Seen  On  TV 
Is  Now  Available  On 
Home  Video  At 
Your  Local  Christian 
Bookstore. 
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Seminar  denies  Mary  was  virgin 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 
Religion  News  Service 

Just  in  time  for  the  Christmas 
season,  a  group  of  New  Testament 
scholars  has  challenged  one  of  the 
most  sacred  stories  of  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament — that  Mary  was  a  virgin 
when  she  bore  Jesus. 

The  27  scholars,  affiliated  with  a 
group  known  as  the  Jesus  Seminar, 
concluded  unanimously  after  study¬ 
ing  New  Testament  accounts  of  the 
Nativity  that  Mary  had  sexual  rela¬ 
tions  before  she  became  pregnant 
with  Jesus. 

However,  the  academics,  most  of 
whom  come  from  the  Protestant 
and  Roman  Catholic  traditions,  dis¬ 
agreed  on  whether  Jesus’  biological 
father  was  Joseph  or  an  unknown 
figure.  They  rejected  the  notion  Je¬ 
sus  was  the  fruit  of  either  seduction 
or  rape. 

Series  of  pronouncements 

The  conclusions  are  part  of  a  se¬ 
ries  of  pronouncements  from  the 
California-based  Jesus  Seminar. 
The  group  last  year  sparked  a  bitter 
theological  debate  when  it  claimed 
that  Jesus  uttered  only  about  18 
percent  of  the  words  attributed  to 
him  in  the  Bible. 

The  Jesus  Seminar  is  made  up  of 
70  to  80  academicians,  mostly  New 
Testament  scholars,  who  meet  twice 
yearly  and  vote  on  aspects  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  using  paper  ballots  or  colored 
beads  dropped  into  a  ballot  box. 

Jesus’  virgin  birth,  a  cornerstone 
of  Christian  theology,  is  embodied 
in  the  Apostles’  Creed,  a  confession 


"It  is  perilous  (to  the 
faith)  to  deny  the  virgin 
birth  as  part  of  the  New 
Testament." 

— Bruce  Corley 


of  faith  recited  in  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church  and  many  Protestant 
denominations,  and  in  the  Nicene 
Creed  used  in  Orthodox  churches, 
among  others. 

The  Apostles’  Creed  reads  in 
part,  “I  believe  in  God  the  Father 
Almighty,  creator  of  heaven  and 
earth;  and  in  Jesus  Christ  His  only 
Son  our  Lord  Who  was  conceived 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  bom  of  the  Vir¬ 
gin  Mary  . . .” 

A  statement  released  by  the  Jesus 
Seminar  said  the  scholars  agreed  that 
the  wording  in  the  creeds  is  to  be  un¬ 
derstood  “as  a  theological  statement 
and  not  a  historical  claim.” 

“I  have  been  content  to  read  the 
infancy  stories  in  Luke  as  well  as  in 
Matthew  as  theological  confessions 
by  the  respective  gospel  writers  with¬ 
out  a  personal  concern  for  possible 
historical  underpinnings,”  the  Rev. 
W.  Barnes  Tatum  said  in  a  paper 
presented  at  the  seminar. 

Mr.  Barnes  is  a  professor  at  United 
Methodist-related  Greensboro  (N.C.) 
College  and  a  member  of  the  church's 
Western  North  Carolina  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

No  vote  on  transcendence 

The  Rev.  Daryl  Schmidt,  a  scrip¬ 
tural  scholar  at  Texas  Christian 


University  in  Fort  Worth  and  a 
member  of  the  Jesus  Seminar,  said 
the  group  was  in  no  way  trying  to 
vote  on  the  theological  or  transcen¬ 
dent  dimension  of  the  story  of  the 
virgin  birth.  Rather,  he  said,  the 
scholars  merely  concluded  that  the 
virgin  birth  as  a  historical  event  did 
not  happen. 

Not  only  that,  Mr.  Schmidt  ar¬ 
gued  that  a  close  reading  of  the 
Gospel  accounts  suggest  the  writers 
never  intended  to  say  that  Jesus  was 
born  of  a  virgin. 

Bible  scholars  not  involved  in  the 
Jesus  Seminar  take  issue  with  such 
conclusions. 

“The  Bible’s  report  of  the  virginal 
birth  of  Jesus  is  reliable  history,” 
said  the  Rev.  Bruce  Corley,  dean  of 
the  school  of  theology  at  Southwest¬ 
ern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Fort  Worth.  “It  is  perilous  (to  the 
faith)  to  deny  the  virgin  birth  as 
part  of  the  New  Testament.” 

Mr.  Corley  said  the  Jesus  Semi¬ 
nar  scholars  are  “driving  a  wedge 
between  faith  and  history  among 
people.” 

While  conceding  that  the  Jesus 
Seminar  has  had  an  impact  beyond 
academic  circles,  Mr.  Corley  indi¬ 
cated  that  biblical  traditionalists 
plan  to  fight  back.  He  said  evangeli¬ 
cal  scholars  who  affirm  the  Bible 
“are  attempting  to  marshal  a  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  (Jesus)  Seminar  in  an 
equally  popular”  forum.  “We  ex¬ 
pect  it  will  come  from  an  interna¬ 
tional  team  of  reputable  scholars 
sometime  in  the  next  year,”  he  said. 

The  Jesus  Seminar’s  conclusions 


Ministry  study  eyed  for  special  process 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

PHILADELPHIA— If  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
agrees,  the  bishops’  study  on  minis¬ 
try  will  be  the  first  issue  explored  by 
an  innovative  approach  facing  the 
church’s  legislative  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  1996. 

That’s  the  recommendation  com¬ 
ing  from  the  committee  responsible 
to  help  General  Conference  conduct 
its  business. 

Meeting  Nov.  1-3,  the  General 


Conference  Committee  on  General 
Order  and  Rules  chose  the  ministry 
study  as  the  issue  proposed  to  be  ex¬ 
plored  by  the  1,000  delegates  in  a 
non-legislative,  preliminary  manner 
early  in  the  conference’s  two-week 
session. 

Under  the  rules  committee’s  plan, 
the  report  would  be  presented  early 
to  the  whole  General  Conference. 

The  report  would  be  discussed  im¬ 
mediately  by  all  delegates  in  groups 
of  about  40.  Non-delegate  conveners 


and  recorders  would  facilitate  a  sum¬ 
mary  report,  to  be  presented  by  a 
non-delegate  the  following  day. 

After  discussion  of  this  nonbind¬ 
ing  report,  the  original  report  would 
be  referred  to  its  assigned  legislative 
committee  and  subsequently  come 
to  the  floor  of  the  conference  for  a 
vote  in  the  usual  manner. 

All  decisions  of  the  rules  commit¬ 
tee  are  subject  to  acceptance,  modifi¬ 
cation  or  rejection  by  the  1996 
General  Conference  and  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  at  its  first  business  session. 


when  she  bore  Jesus 


Fll£  PHOTO 

The  story  of  Jesus'  birth  to  the  Virgin  Mary  has  inspired  artists  for 
centuries,  such  as  in  this  oil  painting,  "Virgin  Enthroned  with  Five 
Angels"  by  a  15th  Century  Flemish  master.  Now  27  scholars  with 
the  Jesus  Seminar  contend  that  biblical  accounts  of  the  Virgin  Birth 
aren't  historical  fact  (see  story  at  left). 


about  the  virgin  birth  are  not  the 
only  ones  likely  to  stir  debate  in 
theological  circles.  During  their 
five-day  meeting  earlier  this  month, 
the  academics  also  concluded  that: 

■  Jesus  probably  did  not  descend 
from  King  David. 

■  Genealogies  purporting  to 
show  Jesus’  Davidic  lineage  are  in¬ 


ventions  of  the  author  of  the  Book 
of  Matthew. 

■  Jesus  probably  was  not  bom  in 
Bethlehem,  and  the  visit  of  the 
Magi,  or  Wise  Men,  is  a  fabrication. 
Also,  the  account  of  the  flight  of  the 
family  into  Egypt  was  created  as  a 
parallel  to  the  story  of  Moses  in  the 
Old  Testament. 


COUNCIL  OF  EVANGELISM  ANNUAL  MEETING 
JANUARY  4-7,  1995,  SEATTLE  WASHINGTON 
For  Pastors,  Lay  Persons,  Designated  Leaders 
On  Evangelism  and  other  Church  Professionals 

Featuring  some  of  America’s  greatest  speakers  and  authors: 

Bishop  Calvin  McConnell  Dr.  Joe  Harding  Dr.  Leonard  Sweet 

Bishop  Ann  Sherer  Rev.  Barbara  Brokhoff  Ms.  Janice  Grana 

Bishop  Alfred  Norris 

plus  many  others. 

Request  brochure  and  registration  form  TODAY  from: 

Rev.  Jack  Gillespie,  Phone:  (404)  993-4919 
4495  Sandy  Plains  Rd.  Marietta,  GA  30061 
AND . THE  MUSIC  IS  GREAT!! 
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Faith 

-  connections 

DISTINGUISHED  EVANGELIST: 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  for  Evange¬ 
lism  has  named  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox  the 
church’s  1994  Distin¬ 
guished  Evangelist.  The 
award  was  made  during  the 
foundation’s  recent  annual 
meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska, 

N.C.  Dr.  Fox  is  director  of 
world  evangelism  for  the 
World  Methodist  Council. 

The  foundation  is  an  affili¬ 
ate  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

CIRCUIT  RIDER  WINNERS:  Two 

United  Methodist  pastors  have  been  honored 
for  work  in  their  respective  churches  and  com¬ 
munities  by  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House.  “Circuit  Rider”  award  winners  named 
were  the  Rev.  Kathryn  Talley,  pastor  of  Eben- 
ezer  United  Methodist  Church  in  Stafford,  Va., 
and  the  Rev.  Joseph  Teague,  pastor  of  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in  St.  Petersburg, 

Fla.  The  award,  established  in  1987,  honors 
pastors  for  “significant  leadership  in  creating 
vital  congregations  and  faithful  disciples.”  Ms. 
Talley  and  Mr.  Teague  were  selected  from  51 
nominees  (9  women  and  42  men)  from  all  50 
United  States. 

BISHOPS  TO  BE  HONORED:  Afri¬ 
can  Bishops  Emilio  J.M.  DeCarvalho  of  Angola 
and  Arthur  F.  Kulah  of  Liberia  will  receive  hon¬ 
orary  doctor  of  letters  degrees  during  the  first 
graduation  ceremony  at  Africa  University  Dec. 
17.  Bishop  DeCarvalho  was  inaugurated  in 
April  as  chancellor  of  the  Africa  University; 
Bishop  Kulah  is  a  trustee. 

RETIRED  DEAN  DIES:  Retired  semi¬ 
nary  professor  the  Rev.  Van  Bogard  Dunn,  72, 
died  Nov.  7  in  Indianapolis.  Dr.  Dunn  col¬ 
lapsed  from  an  apparent  brain  hemorrhage 
while  preaching  Nov.  6  at  St.  Mark’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Carmel,  Ind.  A  memorial 
service  was  held  Nov.  10  at  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Delaware,  Ohio.  Dr. 
Dunn  served  as  dean  of  the  Methodist  Theo¬ 
logical  School  in  Ohio  from  1959-1982  and 
was  also  a  professor  of  New  Testament.  He  re¬ 
tired  in  1987. 


'Commandments' 
laid  firmly  at  feet 
of  UM  black  laity 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

RICHARDSON,  Texas— At¬ 
tention,  Modern-day  Moses. 

Are  you  seeking  ways  to  lead 
your  people  toward  effective 
ministries  in  today’s  church? 
Then  be  ready  to  heed  additional 
commandments. 

That  was  the  challenge  of  Er¬ 
nest  Swiggett,  treasurer  of  the 
United  Methodist  New  York  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  during  a  Nov. 
10-12  laity  academy  sponsored 
by  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal. 

What  might  be  listed  on  God’s 
tablets  today  as  “commandments 
for  black  laity?”  Mr.  Swiggett 
told  the  1 50-member  audience: 

•  Encourage  excellence  in 
preaching. 

•Use  all  gifts  of  the  house¬ 
hold  of  faith. 

•  Give  black  people  reasons  to 
care  about  each  other  each  week. 

•Create  a  partnership  with 
other  lay  persons  as  well  as  with 
clergy. 

•  Make  each  church  a  light  of 
hope  in  the  community. 

•  Enhance  and  hold  all  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  together. 

•  Make  each  church  a  Saving 
Station. 

•Toil  without  ceasing  in  each 
church. 

•  Bring  this  nation  back  to  its 
original  tenets  of  a  vision  of 
faith. 

•Serve  notice  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church  that  no  one 
and  no  one  thing — including 
churches,  general-church  boards 
and  agencies  or  the  General  Con¬ 
ference — should  trivialize  the 
Gospel. 

“If  Jesus  can  help  us  bring 
back  these  tablets,  we  can  be  pro- 


"We  say  we  can't 
tolerate  untrained 
clergy.  Truth  is,  we 
can't  tolerate  untrained 
laitv i" 

'  ‘  — Ernest  Swiggett 

pelled  from  our  comfort  zones 
and  pristine  places,”  said  Mr. 
Swiggett,  the  former  national 
president  of  the  black  caucus. 
“People  will  say.  ‘Who  are  those 
people  who  have  put  on  the  ar¬ 
mor  of  God?’  ” 

Speaking  under  the  theme 
“Empowering  for  Action  through 
Witness  and  Service,”  the  New 
York  layman  said  adhering  to 
these  additional  commandments 
will  not  be  easy. 

People  will  say  that  they  can 
do  it,  but  the  problem  with  most 
Christians  is  that  “our  mouths 
write  checks  that  our  deeds  can’t 
cash.” 

“No  longer  can  we  sit  on  the 
pew  Sunday  after  Sunday  and  do 
nothing,”  Mr.  Swiggett  contin¬ 
ued.  “As  laity,  it’s  up  to  us. 

“When  was  the  last  time  you 
told  somebody  to  come  to  your 
church  because  they  may  see  Je¬ 
sus?  We  are  disciples  of  Jesus. 
We  can’t  let  up  and  we  can’t  be 
still. 

“We  say  we  can’t  tolerate  un¬ 
trained  clergy.  Truth  is,  we  can’t 
tolerate  untrained  laity!" 

Mr.  Swiggett  told  the  crowd 
that  things  haven’t  changed 
much  for  black  people  in  1 994  in 
the  area  of  racial  justice.  And  he 
said  the  fight  against  racism  is 
not  over  for  the  church. 

He  cited  such  statistics  as  the 
seven-to-one  ratio  of  blacks  and 
whites  in  prison. 


Hollywood,  the  puppet,  and  his  handy  man,  the  Rev.  John  G.  Willis,  have  just  made  a  video 
(see  accompanying  story). 


' Hollywood '  makes  Jesus  video 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

Hollywood  has  gone  . . .  well, 
Hollywood. 

You  may  remember  that  Hol¬ 
lywood  is  the  much  loved  hand- 
puppet  who  helps  children — and 
most  likely  some  adults— at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Kissimmee,  Fla.,  understand 
what  Christian  living  is  all  about. 

Hollywood  hangs  out  with 
the  Rev.  John  G.  Willis,  the 
congregation’s  senior  pastor. 

The  two  recently  made  a  vid¬ 
eo  titled  “Family  Living  with 
Jesus.” 

The  video,  a  primer  for  family 
devotions,  is  divided  into  six  seg¬ 
ments  which  introduce  young 
children  to  prayer,  the  Bible,  giv¬ 
ing,  ministering,  witnessing  and 


worshipping.  The  introductions 
are  at  the  most  basic  level. 

Each  segment  forms  a  short 
devotional  period.  Each  includes 
time  for  the  family  to  read  to¬ 
gether  a  suggested  passage  from 
the  Bible,  for  praying  together 
and  for  discussion.  Discussion 
questions  are  provided  in  an  ac¬ 
companying  guide. 

Hollywood  helps  move  the 
discussions  along  because  he  is 
“a  new  Christian”  who  doesn’t 
understand  all  of  the  terms  Mr. 
Willis  uses. 

In  addition,  several  families  in 
the  congregation  appear  on  the 
video  to  help  Hollywood  under¬ 
stand  about  living  with  Jesus. 

The  production  values  of 
“Family  Living  with  Jesus”  will 
not  cause  Disney  Studios  execs 


"Family  Living  with  Jesus"  is 
available  at  Si 0  from  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  101  W. 
Dakin  Av.,  Kissimmee,  Fla., 
34741  or  call  407-047-3700. 


to  stay  up  late  worrying  about 
competition.  (Disney  World  is 
only  a  short  distance  from  the 
church’s  front  doors.)  Holly¬ 
wood’s  gravelly  voice  is  some¬ 
times  difficult  to  understand, 
and  the  camera  sometimes 
catches  Mr.  Willis,  who  provides 
the  voice,  instead  of  Hollywood. 

But  the  family  members  serv¬ 
ing  as  Hollywood’s  tutors  are 
fresh,  natural  and  well  photo¬ 
graphed.  Mr.  Willis  is  a  relaxed, 
genial  host  and  a  good  discus¬ 
sion  leader. 


leads  Texas  recovery  even  after  'clean 


UMCOR 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

If  you  think  the  Texas  flood  di¬ 
saster  is  over,  you’re  wrong,  says 
the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief. 

With  at  least  25,000  families  dis¬ 
placed,  long-term  ministries  of  car¬ 
ing  have  just  begun. 

“When  you  hear  follow-up  re¬ 
ports  about  the  floods,  people  might 
tell  you  that  there  is  little  left  to  do 
because  the  secular  media  are  call¬ 
ing  it  ‘a  clean  flood,’  ”  said  Wendy 
Whiteside,  UMCOR  spokeperson. 
“But  that’s  a  misnomer. 

“Since  there  was  no  sludge  left  be¬ 
hind,  many  houses  have  no  visible 
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Week  of 
Graduate 
Lectures 


January  23-26,  1995 

Preachers  of  the  Week 
Dr.  M.  Kent  Millard 
Dr.  Rodney  E.  Wilmoth 

Keynote  Speakers 
Dr.  Robert  H.  Schuller 
The  Right  Rev.  John  Spong 

Lecturers: 

Dr.  William  M.  Easum 
Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor 
Dr.  Paula  D.  Nesbitt 
Dr.  Randolph  W.  Nugent 

Plus  six  workshops  and 
seven  public  forums. 

For  complete  information 
write  or  call: 

The  IlifT  Institute 
2201  S.  University  Blvd. 
Denver,  CO  80210 
303-744-1287 
1-800-678-3360 


signs  of  being  flooded  like  there  were 
in  the  Georgia  floods  this  year  and 
the  Mississippi  River-area  floods  last 
year.  That  doesn’t  mean  that  houses 
weren’t  damaged  by  the  water  or  that 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Bobby  and  Shirley  Blake  of  Liber¬ 
ty,  Texas,  are  counting  their  blessings 
twice  over  that  they  were  saved  dur¬ 
ing  last  month’s  Texas  flood. 

That’s  right — twice. 

Mrs.  Blake  told  officials  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  that  two  days  after  waters  re¬ 
ceded  from  the  initial  flood,  her 
house  flooded  again. 

“It’s  been  a  trying  time  for  the 
Blakes,  because  they  do  live  in  a 


CLASSIFIED 

ST  LUKE'S  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 

Kilgore.  TX  has  an  opening  for  Director  of  Music. 
Inquiries  may  be  sent  to:  P.O.  Box  1237,  Kilgore, 
TX  75663  or  call  (903)  984-3576  for  information. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH. 
Fort  Valley  United  Methodist,  a  strong,  active  800- 
member  church  seeks  a  full-time  Director  of  Edu¬ 
cation  with  emphasis  on  youth  ministry.  Christian 
education  degree  or  comparable  experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  Please  submit  resume  to:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  P.O.  Box  1258,  Fort  Valley,  GA  31030. 
Telephone:  (912)  825-2762. _ 

MINISTER/DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 
cation  wanted  for  3200-member  suburban  church. 
Full-time  position,  excellent  facilities,  multiple 
staff.  Responsible  for  education  miniary  for  all 
ages  with  emphasis  on  children.  Certification  in  CE 
and  large  church  experience  desirable.  Send  resume 
to:  Senior  Pastor,  Chapel  Hill  UMC,  271 7  W.  Hef- 
ner  Rd.,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73 1 20. _ 

MINISTER  OF  PROGRAMS,  FULL-TIME  staff 

position,  available  after  January  1.  1995.  A  Master’s 
of  Divinity  or  Christian  Education  degree  required 
from  an  accredited  school  Ministry  will  take  place 
in  a  growing  1 100-member  congregation,  with  all 
new  facilities.  Salary  commensurate  with  education 
and  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Staff  Parish  Com¬ 
mittee,  Middletown  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  43033,  Louisville.  KY  402530033. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES.  724- 
member  church  looking  for  energetic,  loving  lay  per¬ 
son  with  skills  in  oigamzation/training  of  adults. 
Emphasis  on  providira  innovative  ways  for  involving 
adults  with  children.  Said  resume  and  references  to. 
St.  Mark’s  UMC.  P.O.  Box  165.  Decatur,  IN  46733. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FOR  2600-MEMBER  church. 
Responsible  for  comprehensive  music  ministry. 
Bachelor  of  Music  required-  Master  of  Music  pre¬ 
ferred.  Experience  required.  Send  resume  to:  Search 
Committee,  P.O.  Bax  1959.  Alma,  AR  72921. _ 

HALF-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries  to 
lead  a  diverse,  growing  ministry  of  music  Evidence 
of  previous  directorial  and  administrative  experience 
required.  Music  degree  preferred.  Applications  to: 
Frank  Hash,  University  United  Methodist  Church, 
2000  S.  Locust,  Las  Cruces,  NM  88001. _ 

DIRECTOR  MUSIC/DRAMA  MINISTRY.  Di¬ 

rect  150  voice  choir,  musical  dramas,  ensemble, 
youth  choirs,  oversee  entire  program:  children’s 
handbell  choirs,  fine  arts  school  assistant  and  organ¬ 
ist.  Send  resume  to:  Clif  Perry,  Trinity  UMC,  9625 
N.  Military  Trail  Palm  Beach  Gardens,  FL  33410. 

PART-TIME  CUSTODIAN.  HOUSING  on  pre¬ 

mises  plus  salary.  Ideal  for  younger  retiree.  Hendricks 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  4000  Spring 
Park  Road,  Jacksonville,  FL  32207,  (904)  737-3555. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND 
Children’s  Ministries  for  a  850-mcmber  congrega¬ 
tion.  Send  resume  to:  Buford  Finley,  2317  Ave.  G, 
Bay  City,  TX  77414,  or  call  (409)  245-4627. 


people  don’t  need  our  help.” 

Speaking  from  Texas  Annual 
Conference  headquarters  in  Hous¬ 
ton,  Ms.  Whiteside  summarized  di¬ 
saster  response  activities  already  in 


flood  plain  and  have  tried  to  protect 
themselves  against  a  flood,”  said 
Wendy  Whiteside  of  the  UMCOR 
New  York  staff. 

“About  three  years  ago,  they  had 
put  in  some  drainage  ditches.  But  it 
didn’t  help.  They  flooded — twice.” 

Mrs.  Blake,  who  serves  as  unit 
president  of  Liberty  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women,  described  how  her  house 
was  swallowed  by  30  inches  of  water 
and  how  she  had  to  help  rescue  her  ill 
husband.  At  7:30  one  night  she  had 
to  walk  in  chest-deep  water  to  help 
get  him  out  of  the  house. 

The  next  day,  water  went  down 
pretty  quickly,  and  the  couple  went 
back  to  the  property  to  assess  the 
damage. 

“But  by  Wednesday,  [people  up- 


place: 

■  Under  guidance  of  UMCOR 
consultant  the  Rev.  Donald  L. 
Weaver  of  the  North  Central  New 
York  conference,  three  regional 


stream  at]  Lake  Livingston  had  re¬ 
leased  water  in  the  dam,  and  water 
had  gone  over  the  levy  and  back 
into  their  house,”  Ms.  Whiteside 
continued.  “This  time  water  got 
higher  than  ever  in  their  home.” 

“How  can  you  tell  a  person  with  all 
these  items  that  the  flood  is  over?” 
asked  Ms.  Whiteside.  “We  saw  all 
her  church  mementos — soaking  wet. 
We  saw  a  wet  personal  journal  that 
she  had  kept  for  1 4  years. 

“These  are  the  kinds  of  thing  that 
are  impossible  to  replace — even 
with  insurance  money.” 

Ms.  Whiteside  and  a  team  from 
the  Texas  Annual  Conference  visit¬ 
ed  families  in  Liberty,  Texas,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  flood.  Some  600  to  1,000 
homes  in  that  area  were  damaged. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


conferences — Texas,  Southwest 
Texas  and  Rio  Grande — have  be¬ 
gun  working  together  to  coordinate 
relief  efforts. 

The  Texas  conference  has  as¬ 
signed  Charley  Echols  of  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Hous¬ 
ton  to  coordinate  local  disaster 
ministries.  Other  coordinators  are 
John  Bingham  and  the  Rev.  Diane 
Caldwell. 

■  Four  workshops  were  held  Oct. 
29  in  Houston  to  train  volunteers  to 
work  with  children.  Several  Hous¬ 
ton  public  school  teachers  have  re¬ 
quested  an  UMCOR  “Children’s 
Suitcase”  containing  hands-on  ma¬ 
terials  for  children  suffering  trauma 
caused  by  this  disaster. 


flood' 

Another  workshop  was  slated  for 
Kingwood  (Texas)  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Houston  Nov.  10  to  assist 
families  with  spiritual  recovery. 

■  In  the  Southwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference,  some  400  families  were 
reported  affected  by  the  floods. 
Cynthia  Reynolds,  a  veteran  of  the 
Hurricane  Hugo  disaster  from  the 
South  Carolina  conference,  was 
sent  by  UMCOR  to  Edna,  Texas,  to 
assist  in  that  region. 

An  UMCOR  grant  of  $100,000 
was  sent  to  the  Texas  conference  for 
initial  emergency  programs. 

Local  donations  are  expected 
from  a  special  Texas  conference  of¬ 
fering  Nov.  6. 


how  United  Methodists  can  help! 

Texas  flood  victims1 


The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  reports  that 
volunteers  and  supplies  are  still  needed  for  disaster 
response  work  in  flooded  Texas  areas.  Special  attention 
is  being  given  to  the  children  suffering  trauma  caused 
by  the  fall  flooding. 


1j  To  send  supplies: 

For  a  list  of  the  cleaning, 
hygiene  and  non-perishable  , 
foods  supplies  that  are  currently  A 
needed  call  1-800-554-8583. 
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To 

volunteer: 

Phone 
1-800-918-3100  to 
sign-up  for  disaster  | 
response  teams. 


To  contribute  financially: 


Write  a  check  and  have  your  church  forward  it  to  your 
conference  treasurer.  Make  sure  the  check  is  marked 
"UMCOR  Advance  #901315-0,  TEXAS  FLOODS. 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNICHT 


i  her  18,  199  4 


Announcing 


the  Inauguration 


ofAdbury 


Theological 


Seminary  d 


Fifth  Predident, 


Dr  Maxie  D.  Dunnam 


“Asbury  Seminary  may 
be  called  to  the  kingdom 
lor  such  a  time  as  this:  ‘to 
stand  in  the  gap,’  con¬ 
tending  for  the  Faith,  and 
training  leaders  to  be 
evangelical  in  our  dear, 
strong,  explicit  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  Christian 
gospel.” 

—  Dr.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam 
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Blessings  counted  after  double  dose 
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Thanksgiving  hymn 
reflects  Dutch  faith 


Doctor  says  African  refugee  work 
was  exhilarating  but  difficult 


WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  PHOTO  BY  DON  FOKINS 


NGARA  DISTRICT,  Tanzania — A  mother  and  child  hurry  into  the  Bananco  refugee  camp  in  Ngara  Dis¬ 
trict  at  dusk.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  Rwandese  refugees  are  living  in  camps  here  and  in  Goma, 
Zaire.  The  accompanying  article  tells  the  story  of  a  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  doctor  in  such  a  camp. 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

JEFFERSON  CITY,  Mo.— A 
medical  doctor  who  served  on  the 
first  United  Methodist  volunteer 
team  sent  to  refugee  camps  in  Zaire 
found  the  mission  work  “both  hard 
and  exhilarating”  but  has  warned 
that  the  stressful  experience  could 
devastate  anyone  unprepared  for  it. 

“It’s  physically  taxing;  it’s  emo¬ 
tionally  draining;  it’s  culturally 
challenging,”  Jeffrey  Sanders  told 
United  Methodist  News  Service. 

“Qualities  such  as  tolerance  and 
patience,  tenacity  (and)  resourceful¬ 
ness  ...  are  important  in  getting 
you  through.”  He  called  the  work 
“a  life-altering  experience.” 

Dr.  Sanders,  who  had  participat¬ 
ed  in  a  short-term  medical  mission 
to  Rwanda  two  years  ago,  is  a  cardi¬ 
ologist  and  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Jefferson  City. 

Relied  on  each  other  in  faith 

He  said  other  team  members — 
three  nurses  and  a  construction  en¬ 
gineer — “relied  a  lot  on  each  other 
and  on  our  faith.” 

The  team  arrived  in  Goma  at  the 
end  of  August  and  worked  on  proj¬ 
ects  at  Ndosho  orphanage,  provid¬ 
ing  medical  support  and  starting 
construction  projects. 

Because  of  a  lack  of  resources  and 
time,  not  all  the  planned  work  was 
accomplished,  Dr.  Sanders  said. 

Safety  also  is  an  issue,  he  ex¬ 
plained,  adding  that  adequate  tools 
for  communication  and  transporta¬ 
tion  are  necessary  “to  function  in  a 
potentially  hostile  environment.” 

Medical  care  improved 

Although  disease  and  malnutrition 
remain  a  problem  in  Goma,  the  over¬ 


all  medical  situation  has  improved, 
according  to  Dr.  Sanders. 

What  remains,  he  reported,  is  “an 
ongoing  need  for  both  supplies  and 
medical  personnel  but  not  at  a  high 
level  of  sophistication.” 

Ndosho  Orphanage,  a  private  insti¬ 
tution  originally  planned  for  about  40 
children,  now  serves  nearly  3,000.  Be¬ 
cause  of  that,  “its  approach  is  purely 


crisis  management,”  he  added. 

Dr.  Sanders  said  he  found  a  need 
for  mission  personnel  with  public- 
health  expertise  at  the  orphanage, 
along  with  builders  to  relieve  over¬ 
crowding  and  provide  basic  sanitary 
services,  such  as  additional  latrines. 

The  children  are  receiving  good 
medical  care  but  need  activities  to 
stimulate  and  occupy  them,  he  said. 


Dr.  Sanders  pointed  out  that  chil¬ 
dren  at  the  orphanage  “are  survi¬ 
vors.  ...  at  least  that  many  (more) 
children  have  died  along  the  way.” 

While  some  children  remain  sick 
and  malnourished,  he  added,  many 
are  “just  being  kids.  It  was  really 
uplifting  to  see  in  the  face  of  this 
horror  that  they  were  playing  ball 
and  soccer  and  laughing.” 


And  hope  does  not  disappoint  us 


BEVERLY  HILLS,  Calif. — Red  (Morgan  Freeman,  left)  and  Andy  (Tim 
Robbins)  are  inmates  in  "The  Shawshank  Redemption,"  a  tale  of 
survival  and  hope  (see  accompanying  review). 


By  RON  SALFEN 

". .  .and  hope  does  not  disappoint 
us"  (Romans  5:5). 

The  Shawshank  Redemption  is 
about  hope:  the  way  it  dissatisfies, 
stirs  to  action,  produces  persever¬ 
ance,  risks  despair  and  offers  a 
shot  at  redemption. 

Tim  Robbins  plays  a  felon  who 
is  convicted  in  1947,  on  circum¬ 
stantial  evidence,  of  killing  his 
wife  and  her  lover.  He’s  sent  to 
Shawshank  Prison  in  Maine  for 
life. 

The  proud,  well-educated,  re¬ 
served  and  intelligent  former  bank 
officer  finds  himself  surrounded  by 
brutish,  illiterate,  violent  and  un¬ 
scrupulous  men — and  those  are  the 
caretakers. 

Inmates  are  victims 

The  inmates  are  victims,  both  of 
their  own  ineptitude  and  of  soci¬ 
ety’s  neglect,  liiey  have  lost  most  of 
their  self-esteem  and  all  of  their 
hope. 

After  enduring  the  prison’s  initi¬ 
ating  brutalities,  the  solitary  man 
of  contemplation  begins  to  make 
senseless  gestures  of  kindness.  He 
trades  financial  advice  to  a  guard 
for  one  round  of  beer  for  his  chain 
gang.  They  are  as  bewildered  as 
they  are  grateful  for  their  moment 
of  grace — feeling  like  free  men. 

He  befriends  an  African-Ameri¬ 
can  man  (Morgan  Freeman)  who 
has  learned  to  survive  in  this  land 
of  forgetfulness,  where  therp  is  no 
saving  help  (Psalm  88:12). 

He  manages  to  parlay  his  mone¬ 
tary  skills  for  the  crooked  warden 


into  a  job  at  the  pitiful  prison  li¬ 
brary,  which  he  expands  by  sheer 
unrelenting  perseverance,  like  the 
widow  before  the  unrighteous 
judge  (Luke  18:3). 

One  shining  moment 

Then,  for  one  brief  shining  mo¬ 
ment,  he  manages  to  put  a  Mozart 
aria  over  the  prison  loudspeakers. 
Although  he  pays  for  it  with  two 
weeks  in  “the  hole,”  he  earns  for  the 
entire  prison  population  a  moment 
of  transcendence. 

Afterwards,  he  reports  that  he 
could  survive  the  corporal  punish¬ 
ment  because  no  matter  what  they 
did  to  his  body,  he  still  possessed 
his  spirit,  where  the  music  lived, 


which  no  one  could  take  away. 

He  carves  a  chess  set  from 
stones  found  in  the  prison  yard. 
He  decorates  his  cell  with  as  much 
pictorial  beauty  as  he  can  find.  He 
helps  angry  young  men  to  pursue 
their  education.  He  becomes  an 
agent  of  transformation  for  others. 

The  final  conflict  comes 

The  final  conflict  comes  when  a 
new  inmate  arrives  who  has  heard 
the  braggadocio  of  a  former  cell¬ 
mate  who  really  did  the  murders 
for  which  our  man  of  sorrows  was 
brought  to  grief.  The  evil  warden, 
unwilling  to  give  up  his  capable 
agent  for  laundering  his  kickbacks, 
does  violence  in  the  name  of  self- 


preservation,  thinking  to  wash  his 
hands  of  his  own  duplicity  (Mat¬ 
thew  27:24). 

The  man  who  was  bruised  for 
the  transgressions  of  others  (Isaiah 
53:5)  pays  a  terrible  price  but 
manages  to  set  himself  free  to  the 
realm  of  “the  outside”  in  a  way 
that  nobody  expected. 

Even  after  his  departure,  he  man¬ 
ages  to  provide  the  means  of  libera¬ 
tion  for  others,  some  of  whom  just 
talk  about  his  marvelous  deeds,  but 
a  certain  chosen  disciple  (Freeman) 
manages  to  find  his  way  to  his  own 
freedom  after  he  has  fought  through 
his  bondage  to  slavery  (Galatians 
5:1). 

Reunion  in  paradise 

Their  reunion  takes  place  in  the 
paradise  about  which  they  had 
dreamed  but  in  which  they  could 
now  participate,  because  they  dared 
to  hope  in  that  which  they  could 
not  see  (Hebrews  11:1). 

Yes,  Shawshank  is  about  re¬ 
demption — but  more  significant¬ 
ly,  about  the  hope  that  propels  us 
there. 

It’s  a  story  of  triumph  over  de¬ 
spair  and  a  breaking  down  of  the 
wall  of  hostility  (Ephesians  2:14) 
to  reveal  the  freedom  on  the  other 
side,  which  is  frightening  only  to 
those  who  have  forgotten  how  to 
hope. 


We  gather  together  to  ask  the  Lord's 
blessing: 

He  chastens  and  hastens  his  will  to 
make  known. 

The  wicked  oppressing  now  cease 
from  distressing. 

Sing  praises  to  his  name:  he  forgets 
not  his  own. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Philip  II  of  Spain  was  the  stron¬ 
gest  ruler  in  Europe.  He  hoped  to 
unify  all  his  territories  toward  the 
end  of  the  16th  century  to  improve 
their  economy  and  strengthen  the 
influence  of  Catholicism.  But  he 
underestimated  the  impact  of  the 
Protestant  Reformation. 

William  the  Silent,  of  Orange,  led 
the  revolt  of  The  Netherlands 
against  Philip’s  demands.  A  truce 
achieved  in  1609  lasted  12  years. 
During  this  time  The  Netherlands 
increased  its  resources  and  enlisted 
other  support. 

The  anonymous  Dutch  hymn 
above  reveals  the  yearning  of  the 
Dutch  for  freedom  from  Spanish  op¬ 
pression,  and  the  turmoil  and  turbu¬ 
lence  of  these  days  are  reflected  here. 

Sensing  the  need  for  divine  inter¬ 
vention,  they  expressed  gratitude  to 
God  and  “gathered  together  to  ask 


History 
of  Hymns 

the  Lord’s  blessing.” 

Some  years  after  the  song  had  be¬ 
come  widely  known,  the  text  and 
tune  were  included  in  a  collection 
published  in  The  Netherlands  in 
1626.  The  song  was  forgotten  for 
250  years  until  Edward  Kremser,  a 
Viennese  musician,  discovered  it 
and  published  it  in  Vienna  in  1877. 

Theodore  Baker,  literary  editor 
for  a  New  York  music  publisher, 
made  the  English  translation  in 
1894.  His  version  of  the  Dutch 
hymn  is  widely  used. 

The  stalwart  Christian  faith  of  the 
Dutch  people  is  reflected  in  the 
hymn.  The  opposition  of  the  enemy 
only  served  to  strengthen  their  trust 
in  God’s  providence  and  care  as  they 
exhorted  each  other  to  “Sing  praises 
to  his  name,  he  forgets  not  his  own.” 

This  is  the  promise  they  claimed, 
and  it  can  be  an  expression  of  thanks¬ 
giving  appropriate  for  this  season. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"People,  Look  East " 


Pope's  book  is  hot  seller 
that's  tough  to  promote 


By  ALICIA  C.  SHEPARD 

Religion  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— In  a  reflection  of 
Pope  John  Paul  II’s  frequent  criti¬ 
cisms  of  secularism  in  the  West,  his 
new  book,  Crossing  the  Threshold  of 
Hope,  is  running  close  with  Faye  D. 
Resnick’s  steamy  new  tell-all  about 
O.  J.  Simpson’s  murdered  wife. 

Pope  John  Paul’s  personal  book 
dealing  with  issues  such  as  “Does 
God  exist?”  at  first  trailed  Resnick 
in  the  number  two  slot  on  the  Wall 
Street  Journal,  New  York  Times  and 
USA  Today  best-seller  lists.  Both 
books  came  out  during  September. 
But  the  pope’s  unprecedented  book 
is  expected  to  have  a  more  enduring 
value  than  the  Simpson  volume. 

“I  think  the  O.  J.  book  is  a  flash 
in  the  pan,”  says  William  T.  Lo- 
verd,  director  of  publicity  for  Al¬ 
fred  A.  Knopf,  the  pope’s  publisher. 
“The  pope’s  book,  to  put  it  mildly, 
is  of  permanent  interest.” 

Selling  very  well 

Right  now,  the  230-page  papal 
missive  is  selling  very  well,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  random  survey  of  book¬ 
stores  around  the  country. 

Borders  Books  and  Music  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  Barnes  & 
Noble  in  Boulder,  Colo.,  each  re¬ 
ported  selling  20  pope  books  in  the 
first  four  days. 

Even  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  an  area 
that’s  strongly  Baptist,  the  book  is 
doing  “pretty  well  for  us,”  said 
Bames  &  Noble  manager  Charles 
Delatorre. 

Initially,  says  Mr.  Loverd,  Knopf 
shipped  1.25  million  copies  of 
Crossing  the  Threshold,  a  serious 
but  reader-friendly  book  on  tough 
religious  and  moral  issues  facing  the 
world.  Reorders  arrived  within  a 
week  of  the  book’s  release. 

Already  getting  reorders 

“That  we  are  already  getting  reor¬ 
ders  is  a  strong  signal  on  how  well 
it’s  doing,”  Mr.  Loverd  says,  “be¬ 
cause  you  don’t  usually  put  out  so 
many  books  right  away.” 

Knopf  already  sold  out  of  50,000 
copies  of  both  the  Spanish  and  En¬ 
glish  large-print  editions  and  is  re¬ 
printing  more. 

“It’s  number  one  at  all  the  na¬ 
tional  chains,  the  independent 
chains  and  Catholic  book  stores,” 
said  Carl  Lennertz,  director  of  mar¬ 
keting  for  Knopf.  “That’s  current 
information.  The  bookseller  lists 
are  always  a  week  behind.” 

The  conundrum  for  Knopf  is  how 
to  promote  the  pope’s  erudite  mus- 
ings.  Normally  when  a  celebrity 


Book 

Review 

" The  pope's  book,  to 
put  it  mildly,  is  of 
permanent  interest." 

— William  T.  Loverd 


pens  a  new  book,  Knopf  publicists 
call  around  the  country  hawking  the 
book  and  try  to  get  clients  on  every 
radio  talk  show  possible. 

The  pope  on  Larry  King? 

If  they’re  lucky,  the  author  wil) 
appear  on  Larry  King  Live  or  Oprah 
Winfrey's  television  show.  But  who 
can  imagine  the  pope,  white  robes 
flying,  trooping  on  to  the  Donahue 
show  or  getting  the  third  degree 
from  CBS’s  Connie  Chung? 

“You  simply  can’t  do  that  with 
the  pope,”  says  Charles  Roth,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Roth  Advertising,  which  is 
handling  Catholic  book  marketing 
for  Knopf. 

“What  you  try  to  do  is  make  news 
out  of  it  and  promote  it  like  mad 
with  special  sales,  advertising  and 
direct  mail  campaigns.” 

So  far  the  book  has  grabbed  plen¬ 
ty  of  headlines.  The  first  stunner 
was  news  that  Knopf  reportedly 
paid  between  $5  million  and  $9 
million  for  exclusive  U.S.  rights. 

Since  announcing  the  book  in 
July,  a  media-savvy  Knopf  has  kept 
Crossing  the  Threshold  in  the  news 
by  sending  out  1,100  embargoed 
copies  in  advance  to  Catholic  dio¬ 
ceses,  their  newsletters,  Catholic 
magazines  and  the  publisher’s  regu¬ 
lar  book  reviewers. 

“To  be  the  devil’s  advocate,”  says 
Knopf  publicist  Nicholas  Latimer,  “I 
sent  it  to  the  Washington  Post's  reg¬ 
ular  reviewer  but  also  to  the  paper’s 
religion  writer  and  op-ed  (opinion- 
editorial)  page  editor  because  I 
think  there’s  that  much  interest.” 

1.25  million  printed 

Knopfs  whopping  1.25  million 
copies  of  the  pope’s  book,  his  first 
specifically  targeted  for  the  masses, 
is  roughly  the  same  number  Knopf 
printed  of  Stephen  King’s  recently 
released  Insomnia. 

“It’s  very  rare  that  any  book — 
particularly  a  work  of  nonfiction — 
receives  an  initial  distribution  in 
the  range  of  1.25  million,”  says  Mr. 
Loverd.  “This  is  the  stratosphere  of 
book  publishing.” 

The  pope’s  book  is  $20,  retail. 


British  playwright  gives  eloquent  tribute  to  life,  mortality 


By  PAUL  BAUMANN 

Religion  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — You  find  religion 
in  the  strangest  places. 

I  came  across  British  TV-play- 
wright  Dennis  Potter’s  The  Singing 
Detective  on  PBS  several  years  ago 
while  channel  surfing  late  one  night. 

Mr.  Potter’s  tuneful  “detective” 
is  an  irreverent  British  novelist  con¬ 
fined  to  a  hospital  ward  by  a  para¬ 
lyzing  case  of  psoriasis.  We  follow 
the  helpless  protagonist  as  he  fanta¬ 
sizes  wildly,  mixing  actual  people 
and  events  with  the  highly  stylized 


action  of  his  detective  novels. 

Most  memorable,  Mr.  Potter  has 
his  otherwise  laconic  characters  pe¬ 
riodically  break  into  song  by  mim¬ 
ing  the  words  from  the  popular 
songs  of  the  1940s.  The  artificial 
device  works  brilliantly. 

Mr.  Potter  was  considered  one  of 
England’s  most  gifted  dramatists 
and  is  perhaps  best  known  in  the 
United  States  for  the  movie  Pennies 
from  Heaven,  starring  Steve  Martin. 

Dennis  Potter  died  of  pancreatic 
cancer  in  June  at  age  59.  He  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  as  remarkable  a 
man  as  he  was  a  playwright. 


'/  see  God  in  us,  or  with  us,  if  I  see  at  all." 

— Dennis  Potter,  playwright 


He  was  interviewed  by  the  BBC 
shortly  before  his  death.  Twice  sip¬ 
ping  from  a  flask  of  liquid  mor¬ 
phine  to  control  physical  pain,  he 
spoke  candidly  of  his  approaching 
death,  of  what  he  had  tried  to  do 
both  as  a  writer  and  as  a  citizen  and 
even  of  God  and  religion. 

He  confessed  to  having  been  a 
physical  coward  as  a  boy  and  of 


how  relieved  he  was  to  discover 
that  he  was  no  longer  a  coward  in 
the  face  of  death. 

“You  never  know  until  you 
know,”  he  said  of  his  extraordinary 
composure.  Moreover,  his  impend¬ 
ing  death  had  brought  a  focus  and 
vividness  to  everyday  life,  for  which 
he  was  frankly  thankful. 

“Religion  is  the  wound,  not  the 


bandage,”  he  said.  “I  see  God  in  us, 
or  with  us,  if  I  see  at  all,  in  some 
shreds  and  particles  and  rumors, 
some  knowledge  that  we  have,  some 
feeling  why  we  sing  and  dance  and 
act,  why  we  paint,  why  we  love,  why 
we  make  art.” 

It  was  not  surprising  to  learn  that 
Dennis  Potter,  whose  father  was  a 
coal  miner,  went  to  chapel,  read  the 
Bible  and  sang  hymns  as  a  child.  He 
lamented  the  loss  of  the  Bible  as  a 
common  reference  and  resource. 

“I’m  grateful  for  that  language,” 
he  said. 

Recalling  Sundays  in  church,  he 


recited  a  favorite  hymn:  “When  I 
wake  with  the  blessed  in  the  man¬ 
sion  of  rest,  will  there  be  any  stars 
in  my  crown?” 

Indeed,  the  popular  songs  that 
characterize  his  dramas  turn  out  to 
have  a  biblical  inspiration.  Popular 
songs,  he  noted,  had  always  remind¬ 
ed  him  of  the  Psalms. 

“They  pull  at  transcendent  feel¬ 
ings  ....  Cheap  songs  have  some¬ 
thing  of  the  psalms  of  David  to 
them.  They  do  say  the  world  is  oth¬ 
er  than  it  is.” 

There  surely  are  stars  aplenty  in 
Dennis  Potter’s  crown. 
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Living  between 
Thanksgiving 
and  Advent 


Bishop  William  Oden 

Sunday  November  6, 1  had  the  privilege  of  being  a  part  of  one  of  the 
most  inspiring  events  I  can  remember.  Following  a  delightful  and  joy¬ 
ous  celebration  of  the  150th  year  of  the  St.  Francisville  Church,  Mari¬ 
lyn  and  I  drove  to  Winn  prison,  between  Winnfield  and  Natchitoches. 
We  were  there  for  the  closing  service  of  a  Kairos  weekend.  This  is  a  na¬ 
tional  program  that  has  grown  out  of  Cursillo.  It  is  a  prison  ministry 
unlike  any  other  prison  ministry  I  have  seen. 

Thirty  (or  32  in  this  case)  prisoners  are  invited  to  participate  in  a  re¬ 
markable  weekend.  While  following  the  Cursillo  pattern,  the  Kairos 
model  is  much  more  intense.  Persons  who  lead  Kairos  are  mature 
Christians  who  have  been  well  trained  to  be  mentors,  sponsors,  and 
group  leaders  for  this  event. 

While  Cursillo  has  an  emphasis  on  the  unconditional  love  of  God, 
this  theme  takes  on  an  even  deeper  and  poignant  shape  inside  the  walls 
of  a  prison.  In  this  weekend,  prisoners  hear  the  word  that  God’s  Love 
knows  no  bounds;  that  no  wall  is  high  enough,  no  barrier  wide  enough 
or  no  chasm  deep  enough  to  divide  us  from  God’s  Love. 

This  weekend  brought  alive  for  me  Paul’s  words  that  nothing  can 
separate  us  from  the  Love  of  God. 

I  am  most  thankful  for  all  the  dedicated  United  Methodists  across 
our  state  (and  those  from  other  denominations)  who  lead  Kairos  week¬ 
ends  in  our  prisons.  It  was  an  experience  that  I  will  never  forget. 

As  we  conclude  the  Thanksgiving  season  and  make  ready  for  Advent 
and  the  coming  of  Christ,  through  Advent,  I  experienced  the  linking  of 
these  two  seasons  —  thanksgiving  for  the  unconditional  Grace  of  God 
and  preparation  for  a  new  manger  birth  within  the  heart. 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 
Auxiliary  sets  benefit  lunch/style  show 

The  23rd  annual  luncheon  and 
fashion  show  will  be  presented  by 
the  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital  in  New  Orleans.  The  bene¬ 
fit,  with  proceeds  going  to  fund  the 
Methodist  Hospital  Gift  Shop,  is  set 
for  Monday,  Nov.  28,  in  the  Impe¬ 
rial  Ballroom  of  The  Fairmont  Ho¬ 
tel. 

Registration  begins  at  1 1  a.m. 
and  the  luncheon  and  fashion  show 
are  to  begin  at  noon. 

Tickets  are  priced  at  $35  each 
and  a  portion  is  tax  deductible. 

Make  checks  payable  to  Methodist 
Hospital  Auxiliary  and  mail  to 
Maxine  Barrocas  and  Carra  Nunez, 

Methodist  Auxiliary  Fashion  Show 
Committee,  9830  Lake  Forest  Bou¬ 
levard,  Suite  1 1 3,  New  Orleans  LA 
70127-2643.  Donations  may  be  sent 


to  the  same  address. 

Connie  Mora  is  honorary  chair 
and  Joan  Sherman  is  auxiliary  pres¬ 
ident. 

Grand  prize  will  be  a  Getaway 
Weekend  for  two  at  the  Fairmont 
and  dinner  at  the  Sazerac. 


Two  local  churches,  one  in  Vivi¬ 
an  and  another  in  Shreveport,  cele¬ 
brated  anniversaries  in  November. 

-  Fairfield  UMC,  Shreveport,  ob¬ 
served  its  119th  anniversary  with 
"an  afternoon  service  and  “joyous 
celebration  “  on  Nov.  20.  Rev.  Wil¬ 
lie  Jackson  Jr.  is  pastor  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Alonzo  Smith  Sr.  were  anni¬ 
versary  chairs.  "God’s  Agenda  for 
the  Church”  was  the  theme. 

Rev.  Robert  Canada  and  Mt. 
Sinai  Baptist  Church  were  guests. 

On  Nov.  6,  The  UMC  of  Vivian 
celebrated  90  years  “of  service  to 


December  Conference  Calendar 

1-4  Cursillo  No.  43,  Tall  Timbers 
13-14  Cabinet  Meeting 

25  Christmas  Sunday-Children’s  Homes  Offering 


Advent  season  to  begin  with  Hanging  of  the  Greens 
lighting  of  first  candle  and  giving  to  persons  in  need 


Hartzell  UMC  Gospel  Drill  Team,  pictured  above  with  New  Orleans 
District  Superintendent  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  performed  at  the  New 
Orleans  District  Annual  Meeting.  They  were  photographed  on  the 
steps  of  First  UMC,  New  Orleans,  where  the  recent  meeting  was 
held.  Juanita  Newton  leads  the  youth  whose  ages  range  from  6  to 
16.  Pastor  of  Hartzell  is  Rev.  James  Davidson.  June  Sanchez  is  New 
Orleans  District  president. 

119th  and  90th  anniversaries  celebrated 


the  church  and  the  North  Caddo 
Area.”  Rev.  Robert  E.  Townsend  is 
minister.  The  congregation  was  es¬ 
tablished  in  1904  when  members  of 
nine  families  began  meeting  in  a 
Presbyterian  church. 

A  reception  honoring  former 
members  and  pastors;  a  service  of 
praise,  thanksgiving  and  remem¬ 
brance  and  a  luncheon  were  held. 
Guest  speaker  was  Rev.  William  E. 
“Wishy”  Nolan,  pastor  from  1982- 
87,  and  guest  of  honor  was  Dr. 
Bentley  Sloane  of  Shreveport,  old¬ 
est  surviving  pastor.  He  served  in 
the  1940s. 


Advent  is  a  season  of  four  weeks, 
including  four  Sundays,  which  be¬ 
gin  this  year  on  Sunday,  Nov.  27. 
Advent  derives  from  the  Latin  word 
adventus,  which  means  coming.  The 
season  proclaims 
the  comings  of 
the  Christ  — 
i  whose  birth  we 
I  prepare  to  cele¬ 
brate  once  again, 
who  comes  con¬ 
tinually  in  Word 
and  Spirit  and 
whose  return  in 
final  victory  we 
anticipate. 

Each  year  Advent  calls  the  com¬ 
munity  of  faith  to  prepare  for  these 
comings.  One  way  is  by  displaying 
the  visuals  of  the  season  including 
Advent  wreath  with  candles,  ever¬ 
green  wreath  and  branches,  Chris- 
mon  tree  which  is  an  evergreen 
decorated  with  symbols  of  Christ, 
or  a  Jesse  tree  which  is  hung  with 
signs  of  the  ancestors  of  Christ.  (In¬ 
formation  from  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Book  of  Worship.) 

Some  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
meaningful  decorations  for  the  sea¬ 
son  will  soon  be  seen  in  our 
churches.  A  number  of  congrega¬ 
tions  will  have  the  Hanging  of  the 
Greens  on  the  first  Sunday  of  Ad¬ 
vent. 

Congregations  also  celebrate  Ad¬ 
vent  through  their  service  and  giv¬ 
ing  to  others.  Members  reflect  upon 
their  blessings  and  are  motivated  to 
give  out  of  abundance  and  love  to 
those  in  need. 

Decorate  church 

At  Henning  Memorial  UMC,  Sul¬ 
phur,  on  Nov.  27  members  will  dec¬ 
orate  the  church  for  the  Advent 
Season  in  a  special  evening  service 
which  will  include  the  Hanging  of 
the  Greens. 

Each  Sunday  school  class  has 
been  asked  to  decorate  its  room  in 
elementary,  youth  and  adult  divi¬ 
sions. 

Preschool  children  will  make  dec¬ 
orations  for  a  tree  in  Fellowship 
Hall. 

'Advent  Events' 

First  UMC,  Thibodaux  where 
Rev.  Deborah  Drash  is  pastor,  will 
have  a  series  of  “Advent  Event” 
Worship  Services  with  special  holi¬ 
day  music. 

The  events  will  be  held  on 
Wednesdays  at  6  p.m.,  Nov.  30, 
Dec.  7  and  Dec.  14.  The  communi¬ 
ty  has  been  invited  to  join  with  the 
congregation  “to  share  the  gifts  of 
the  Christmas  season.” 

At  the  Thibodaux  church,  a  series 
of  other  seasonal  worship  services 
and  activities  have  been  planned  in¬ 
cluding  a  “Blessing  of  the  Children” 
worship  service  on  Christmas  Eve 
when  Monica  Monk,  diaconal  min¬ 
ister  will  be  in  charge. 

Giving  Season 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

has  planned  a  series  of  “Opportuni¬ 
ties  for  Giving  During  the  Giving 
Season.”  A  canopy  has  been  set  up 
on  the  front  lawn  of  the  church  to 
collect  and  to  sell  a  variety  of  items. 
(A  few  of  the  many  projects  are 
mentioned  here.)  “Operation  Hap¬ 
piness”  will  be  a  huge  collection  of 
food,  clothing  and  toys  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  needy  families. 

Broadmoor's  New  Horizons  Sun¬ 
day  School  Class  will  sell  scented 
pine  cones  with  proceeds  going  to 
assist  churches  through  the  Russian 
Initiative.  Mustard  Seed  Sunday 
School  Class  is  to  sponsor  an  Angel 
Tree  to  provide  gifts  for  children  of 
persons  in  prisons. 

The  entire  Broadmoor  congrega¬ 
tion  is  asked  to  participate  on  four 
different  Sundays  in  Advent  when 
special  items  will  be  collected  for 
one  of  the  following:  Lafon  Home, 
Peoples  Community  Center,  St. 
Mark's  Community  Center,  all  in 
New  Orleans,  and  MacDonell  UM 
Children's  Services  in  Houma. 

A  new  outreach  mission  for  Faith 
UMC,  West  Monroe,  this  year  is 
the  Angel  T ree  project  sponsored  by 


Prison  Fellowship.  The  church  also 
will  provide  complete  holiday 
meals  for  low-income  families 


through  Christian  Community  Min¬ 
istries. 

First  UMC,  Winnfield,  will  have 


the  Hanging  of  the  Greens  and  an 
evening  worship  service  to  usher  in 
Advent. 


UM  Student  Day  to  be  celebrated  Nov.  27 


Millions 
given,  loaned 
to  UM  students 

Over  $1.9  million  in  scholarships 
and  more  than  $1.6  million  in  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  student  loans  for  the 
1993-94  academic  year  were  award¬ 
ed  by  the  Office  of  Loans  and 
Scholarships,  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

In  Louisiana  Conference  104  stu¬ 
dents  received  $31,395  in  scholar¬ 
ships  and  $42,150  in  loans,  Rev. 
Roger  Templeton,  Conference  di¬ 
rector  of  Youth  and  Campus  Minis¬ 
tries,  said. 

UM-related  schools 

More  than  $1.3  million  of  the  to¬ 
tal  scholarships  were  awarded  to 
students  at  uM-related  institutions. 

Thirty  per  cent  of  the  scholar¬ 
ships  and  loans  were  granted  to  stu¬ 
dents  at  UM  schools. 

Offerings  taken  on  three  special 
Sundays  provide  funds  for  the 
scholarships  and  loans  to  qualified 
and  deserving  students.  The  offer¬ 
ings  are  received  on  UM  Student 
Day  Sunday  coming  up  on  Nov.  27, 
on  Native  American  Awareness 
Sunday  in  April  and  World  Com¬ 
munion  Sunday  in  October. 

The  money  collected  also  enables 
the  UM  Office  of  Loans  and  Schol¬ 
arships  to  provide  an  allocation  to 
each  UM-related  college  and  uni¬ 
versity.  Ten  percent  of  the  offering 
received  is  rebated  to  participating 


The  United  Methodist  student 
logo,  ABOVE,  is  a  reminder  that 
a  special  offering  will  be  taken 
in  local  churches  Nov.  27  for 
scholarships  and  loans  for  de¬ 
serving  students.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Student  Day  is  to  be 
observed  on  that  Sunday. 

annual  conferences  for  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Merit  Scholarship  Program. 

Student  Day  Offering  receipts  for 
1993  totalled  $453,253.  In  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  $6,600  was  col¬ 
lected  in  offerings  on  Student  Day. 

Ministers  assist 

Wesley  Foundations  and  more 
than  600  campus  ministers  help  to 
inform,  distribute  applications  and 
recommend  students  for  loans. 

In  Louisiana  Conference  45  stu¬ 
dents  were  awarded  loans. 

While  a  total  of  $73,545  in  loans 
and  scholarships  was  distributed  to 
104  students  from  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference,  the  total  giving  in  offerings 
for  students  in  this  Conference  was 
only  $19,100  during  the  same  peri¬ 
od. 


Louisiana  United  Methodists  are 
helping  to  send  three  Russian  Meth¬ 
odist  students  from  Ekaterinburg  to 
Centenary  College  of  Shreveport, 
Marilyn  Oden,  Louisiana  Russian 
Initiative  chair,  said.  Evelyn  James 
is  chair  of  the  Russian  Student 
Scholarship  Task  Force  for  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference. 

The  students  at  Centenary  are 
Boris  Dyakonov,  Marina  Vasche- 
kina  and  Julia  Istomina.  Boris  is  to 
become  a  pastor. 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Women  met  Marina  when  she  and 
her  mother  attended  the  School  of 
Christian  Mission  in  1993. 


Lots  of  stitches  by  Lake  Arthur  UMW 
provide  clothing  for  women  and  children 


A  group  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  of  Lake  Arthur  UMC 
meets  all  day  several  times  a  year  to 
use  their  talents  to  sew  clothing  and 
other  items  for  abused  and  home¬ 
less  women  and  abandoned,  abused 
and  neglected  children.  Pastor  of 
the  church  is  Rev.  Glynn  Foreman 
and  Gertrude  Vaughan  is  UMW 
president. 

The  women  made  39  pair  of  paja¬ 
mas  and  37  tote  bags  and  they  cro¬ 
cheted  55  pair  of  slippers  for 
children  of  the  Methodist  Home  of 


Students  will  participate  in  wor¬ 
ship  services  Sunday,  Nov.  27,  as 
United  Methodist  Student  Day  is 
observed  in  local  churches.  In  many 
churches  special  fellowship  times 
are  planned  so  college  students 
home  for  the  Thanksgiving  holidays 
and  other  students  may  visit  with 
the  congregation  and  each  other. 

An  offering  for  scholarships  and 
loans  will  be  received. 

UM  Student  Day  will  be  ob¬ 
served  at  Grace  UMC,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  at  the  1  1  a.m.  worship 
service. 

Speaker  will  be  Christopher  L. 
Jones,  a  student  who  is  majoring  in 
elementary  education  at  Dillard 
University. 

“Listening  to  God's  Word,  Doing 
God’s  Work”  is  the  theme.  Dr. 
Robert  F.  Harrington  is  pastor  and 
Laura  J.  Goods  is  Higher  Education 
and  Campus  Ministry  chair. 

First  UMC,  Gueydan,  where  Rev. 
James  R.  Schaub  is  pastor,  will  ob¬ 
serve  Student  Day  by  taking  an  of¬ 
fering  “to  support  students  as  they 
prepare  for  life  in  uniting  faith  with 
knowledge.” 

Students  at  Faith  UMC,  Lake 
Providence,  took  charge  of  services 
recently  at  the  church.  “A  blessing 
came  to  all  who  attended,”  Rev. 
Gary  D.  Willis,  pastor,  said. 

Rather  than  a  traditional  sermon, 
the  youth  presented  their  message 
in  the  form  of  a  skit  called  the 
“Renaldo  Guiverra  (Geraldo  Ri¬ 
vero  in  reverse)  Show.” 

Youth  appearing  on  the  talk  show 
were  not  afraid  to  say,  “I  believe  in 
God."  There  were  even  random  re¬ 
sponses  from  youth  in  the  congrega¬ 
tion  who  also  stood  up  and  proudly 
proclaimed,  “I  do  too!” 

Interpretive  dance,  music,  prayer 
and  scriptures  all  were  presented  by 
the  students. 


Boris  Dyakonov,  RIGHT,  is  one  of  three  Russian  students  attending 
Centenary  College  of  Shreveport.  With  him  is  his  roommate,  Josh 
Milliron,  son  of  Monabeth  and  Doug  Milliron.  Rev.  Milliron  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  Live  Oak  UMC,  Watson. 

Ekaterinburg  students  attend  Centenary 


Julia  was  introduced  and  spoke 
during  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  session  in  June.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Lydia  Istomina,  pastor 
of  First  UMC,  Ekaterinburg. 

Cost  per  student  is  $17,706  per 
year,  with  Centenary  absorbing 
$8,040  per  student.  The  balance  of 
$9,666  per  student  is  being  donated 
by  Louisiana  United  Methodists. 

All  contributions  to  this  project 
should  be  marked  for  the  Russian 
Scholarship  Fund  and  made 
through  Louisiana  Conference,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802.  A  specific  student  can  be 
named  as  recipient. 


New  Orleans.  They  later  made  and 
delivered  16  sets  of  curtains  for 
girls’  rooms  at  the  home. 

Since  homeless  and  abused  wom¬ 
en  take  their  children  with  them  to 
the  Calcasieu  Women’s  Shelter  in 
Lake  Charles,  the  UMW  made 
items  for  them.  These  included  17 
baby  blankets,  22  baby  gowns,  38 
sets  of  children’s  play  clothing  and 
plenty  of  slippers,  bibs  and  burp 
pads. 

A  recent  project  has  been  to  sew 
baby  gowns,  blankets,  booties  and 


Around 
the 

Conference 

Rev.  Ellen  Alston,  associate  pas¬ 
tor  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport, 
has  been  elected  to  the  Alumni 
Council  of  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  SMU  in  Dallas. 

The  council  is  an  active  advisory 
and  planning  organization  that 
links  the  school  of  theology  with  its 
graduates,  the  church  and  commu¬ 
nity.  ... 

The  UM  Youth  Fellowship  of 
Louisiana  Memorial  UMC,  Opelou¬ 
sas,  has  planned  a  “Mom’s  Day 
Out"  for  Christmas  shopping  on 
Dec.  3. 

*  *  • 

Genesis  Sunday  School  Class  of 
First  UMC,  DeRidder,  is  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  drive  to  collect  coats,  hats, 
mittens  and  other  warm  clothing 
for  children.  Mark  and  Jennifer 
Read  are  coordinating  the  project  to 
help  low-income  students  prepare 
for  cooler  weather.  Copastors  are 
Reverends  Marie  and  John  Wil¬ 
liams.  ,  ,  , 

Members  of  First  UMC,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  will  send  'care  packages’  to 
college  students  the  first  week  in 
December.  The  goodies  will  be 
packaged  in  three-pound  coffee 
cans. 

bonnets  for  premature  babies  in  the 
Intensive  Care  Nursery  of  Lake 
Charles  Memorial  Hospital. 

The  mission  outreach  of  the 
women  flows  forth  from  their  sew¬ 
ing  abilities  and  their  caring  atti¬ 
tudes.  Vaughan  said,  “These 
projects  are  successful  due  to  a  won¬ 
derful  group  of  ladies  who  enjoy 
what  they  do  and  who  experience  a 
sense  of  fulfillment.” 
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Assisted  suicide  favored  by  some  readers,  Oregon  voters 


Those  opposed 
cite  spiritual  value 
of  dying  process 

The  Reporter  recently  asked  read¬ 
ers  for  their  views  on  physician-as¬ 
sisted  suicide  for  terminally  ill 
patients.  Following  are  selected  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  the  responses: 

John  J.  Shaffer,  Sitka,  Alaska: 

It’s  difficult  for  me  to  attribute  to  a 
loving  God  the  desire  that  people 
move  toward  death  in  severe  pain  or 
out  of  touch  with  reality  for  many 
years.  The  decision  about  dying,  if 
within  our  control,  should  be  made 
by  the  individual  involved.  One  op¬ 
tion  is  a  Living  Will  [specifying  that 
no  extraordinary  measures  are  to  be 
taken  to  prolong  life]. 

Laura  Law,  St.  Charles,  Mo.:  As  a 
hospice  nurse  1  have  learned  that 
most  dying  people  fear  two  things — 
pain  and  loneliness. 

Fear  is  a  powerful  force  that  can 
control  our  lives  and  cause  poor  de¬ 
cision-making.  While  euthanasia 
would  swiftly  end  fear,  it  would  also 
end  the  life  of  a  precious  individual 
who  quite  possibly  was  in  one  of 
their  most  critical  periods  of  spiri¬ 
tual  growth. 

1  John  4  speaks  of  “casting  out” 
fear  by  “perfect  love.”  Knowledge¬ 
able  health  care  providers  can  con¬ 
trol  pain.  A  caring  community  can 
cure  loneliness. 

Tom  Kingery,  Plano,  HI.:  I  believe 
assisted  suicide  is  another  example 
of  how  humanity  is  trying  to  play 
God.  Our  lives  are  a  gift  from  God 
for  which  we  are  to  be  responsible 
stewards.  Lives  are  not  a  possession 
we  are  to  discard  when  we  are  tired 
or  sick  of  them.  We  are  the  Lord’s. 
Our  lives  belong  to  God  and  so  does 
our  death. 

I  believe  in  mercy  for  those  who 
suffer.  One  form  of  mercy  is  not  to 
sustain  life  (or  play  God)  by  artifi¬ 
cial  means. 

Eleanor  S.  Kenyon,  Orlando,  Fla.: 
To  overrule  the  pleas  of  those  dying 
in  excruciating  suffering  is  to  deny 
them  the  greatest  of  all  Bible  les¬ 
sons:  To  have  mercy  and  love. 

John  Dicken,  Frankfort,  Ind.:  If 

death  may  be  viewed  as  a  tunnel  on 
the  highway  of  life,  we  do  well  to  let 
up  on  the  accelerator,  keep  our  foot 


Religious  opposition  may  have  aided 
passage  of  suicide  law,  observers  say 


foe  photo 

The  era  of  Luke  Fildes'  famous  painting,  “The  Doctor,"  has  yielded  to  a  time  when  life  can  be  either  ar¬ 
tificially  prolonged  or  aided  to  cease.  Even  as  Oregon  voters  were  approving  a  new  law  allowing  "phy¬ 
sician-assisted  suicide"  for  the  terminally  ill  in  their  state  (see  story  at  right),  Reporter  readers  were 
responding  both  in  favor  of  and  in  opposition  to  assisted  suicide  as  a  humanitarian  public  policy  (see 
"FaithLine"  at  left). 


FaithLine 


off  the  brake  pedal  and  move  with 
the  traffic  as  God  directs.  So  may 
we  die  as  we  live — faithfully! 

Robert  M.  Vowler,  Harrisburg, 
Pa.:  When  a  patient  arrives  at  a 
point  where  medical  science  can 
only  keep  him  comfortable,  the 
quality  of  life  that  makes  it  sacred  is 
gone.  There  is  no  reason  to  endure 
until  the  last  gasp. 

Roy  A.  Givens  Jr.,  Wiggins, 
Miss.:  After  watching  my  wife  of  36 
years  suffer  and  die  this  year  be¬ 
cause  of  cancer,  I  am  very  much  in 
favor  of  doctor-assisted  “death  with 
dignity.”  Jesus  helped  end  suffering 
by  healing.  Is  not  the  end  of  suffer¬ 
ing  a  healing  also? 

Eric  King,  Roswell,  N.M.:  When 
my  brother,  a  young  minister  age 
32,  was  dying  of  cancer  he  asked  me 


to  bring  him  something  to  end  his 
life.  I  told  him  I  couldn’t  do  it  legal¬ 
ly.  He  had  to  go  through  weeks  of 
agony  before  he  could  die.  The  cost 
was  horrific  to  him,  his  family  and 
to  medicine.  Although  my  church 
says  this  is  the  right  way,  I  have  yet 
to  see  who  gained. 

George  H.  Keith,  Reading,  Pa.:  As 
a  lifelong  United  Methodist  I  be¬ 
lieve  strongly  in  my  personal  rela¬ 
tionship  with  my  God.  I  believe 
that  with  His  help  I  am  competent 
to  make  a  decision  such  as  physi¬ 
cian-assisted  suicide  for  myself  and 
would  welcome  the  opportunity  if 
necessary.  I  don’t  need  any  group  to 
force  its  beliefs  on  me. 

Linda  J.  Martin,  Lytle,  Texas:  I 
can’t  state  strongly  enough  my  op¬ 
position  to  “physician-assisted” 
suicide.  God  gave  us  life.  It  is  to  be 
lived  in  His  time,  not  ours.  By  end¬ 
ing  life  early,  we  deny  the  value  of 
that  life  and  the  value  of  suffering, 
through  which  we  grow. 


Nancy  A.  Richards,  House 
Springs,  Mo.:  There  is  a  biblical 
mandate  for  people  as  free  moral 
agents  to  make  concious,  informed, 
responsible,  faithful  choices.  To  ask 
for  and  receive  help  in  reliquishing 
one’s  life  to  its  Source  is  neither  de¬ 
valuing  the  gift  of  life  nor  “taking” 
it  involuntarily  from  anyone. 

Sue  D.  Kruse,  Philadelphia,  Pa.:  I 

consider  suicide  for  the  terminally 
ill  to  be  compatible  with  our  Chris¬ 
tian  beliefs.  When  one  has  no 
chance  of  recovery,  is  in  severe  pain 
or  has  no  awareness  of  surround¬ 
ings,  that  is  “a  time  to  die.”  Eco¬ 
nomically,  the  money  and  the 
health  care  personnel’s  expense 
would  be  better  spent  elsewhere. 

Fil  Boston,  Murray,  Ky.:  I  seek 
prayer  and  physicians  to  keep 
healthy  and  productive,  postponing 
death.  Failing  that,  let  them  hasten 
death.  I’m  no  masochist.  Nor  would 
I  unduly  burden  family  and  society. 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religion  News  Service 

The  Oregon  religious  community 
pulled  out  all  the  stops  in  its  fight 
against  the  state’s  assisted  suicide 
measure,  but  that  strategy  may  have 
backfired  in  a  state  that  is  one  of  the 
most  “unchurched”  in  the  nation. 

A  perception  that  religious  lead¬ 
ers  were  foisting  their  theology  on 
the  public  is  being  cited  as  one  rea¬ 
son  Oregonians  passed  the  measure, 
the  first  in  the  nation  that  will  allow 
doctors  to  help  the  terminally  ill  die 
(see  related  “Faith  Line”  responses 
at  left). 

Voters  approved  the  measure  52 
percent  to  48  percent. 

Meanwhile,  opponents  of  assisted 
suicide  are  worried  that  the  Oregon 
vote  will  spur  similar  measures  else¬ 
where,  but  they  predict  assisted  sui¬ 
cide  would  face  strong  opposition  in 
areas  with  heavy  Roman  Catholic  or 
evangelical  Protestant  populations — 
like  the  Northeast  and  deep  South. 

Strong,  organized  opposition  from 
the  religious  community  “has  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  make  an  issue  like  this  look 
like  a  religious  issue,”  said  Daniel 
Callahan,  president  of  the  Hastings 
Center,  an  independent  think  tank 
specializing  in  medical  ethics  based 
in  Briarcliff  Manor,  N.Y. 

’Grave  moral  disaster' 

“By  making  it  a  seemingly  reli¬ 
gious  campaign,  you  kind  of  cast  a 
shadow  right  off,”  said  Mr.  Calla¬ 
han,  who  opposes  assisted  suicide 
and  termed  the  Oregon  vote  “a 
grave  moral  disaster.” 

In  the  months  preceding  the  Nov. 
8  vote,  the  Catholic  Church  labeled 
assisted  suicide  a  sin,  and  published 
reports  claiming  that  Catholics 
around  the  country  channeled  $1 
million  into  the  fight  to  defeat  the 
ballot  proposal. 

Doug  Badger,  a  field  coordinator 
for  Coalition  for  Compassionate 
Care,  the  major  opposition  group, 
agreed  that  strong  involvement  of 
the  religious  community  may  have 
hurt  the  campaign. 

In  Oregon,  a  state  where  just  35 
percent  of  the  public  is  religiously 
active,  many  people  interpreted  op¬ 
position  by  religious  leaders  as  an 
attempt  to  force  their  theology  on 
others,  Mr.  Badger  said. 


Analysis 


Christian  student  movement  growing  across  U.S. 


A  phenomenon  is  happening 
across  the  country:  students  are  ac¬ 
tively  taking  on  new  leadership 
roles  in  the  life  of  the  church. 

A  national  network  of  United 
Methodist  students  is  beginning  to 
evolve  as  students  are  energetically 
forming  student  councils  at  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  level,  planning  and 
leading  retreats,  and  communicat¬ 
ing  with  each  other  on  a  global 
scale.  Students’  voices  are  being 
heard.  Consider: 

■  In  Texas,  Methodist  students 
have  formed  a  South  Texas  Method¬ 
ist  Student  Movement  to  share  ideas 
and  support  each  other  in  an  inter¬ 
collegiate  Christian  community. 

■  The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
United  Methodist  Student  Move¬ 
ment  was  formed  one  year  ago  and 
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sponsored  a  leadership  training 
event  last  summer.  Alabama  and 
Tennessee  have  an  annual  joint  re¬ 
treat  organized,  coordinated,  and 
led  by  students. 

■  Michigan,  Georgia,  North  Car¬ 
olina,  and  Illinois  all  have  annual, 
statewide,  student  gatherings  for 
fellowship,  networking,  and  encour¬ 
agement  among  a  circle  of  peers. 

■  In  Missouri  and  Mississippi,  the 
annual  conferences  have  a  statewide 
student  council  which  plans  student 
retreats  and  mission  projects. 

■  Currently  Louisiana,  northern 


California,  and  Nebraska  are  all  try¬ 
ing  to  organize  student  activity  at 
the  annual  conference  level. 

Students  are  working  together  to 
increase  their  voice  in  the  life  of  our 
church.  This  ripple  in  the  water 
right  now  is  the  sign  of  a  growing 
student  Christian  movement  in  the 
United  States. 

Jean  Rooney 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Three  cheers  for  message 

Three  loud  cheers  and  a  big, 
“Hallelujah!”  for  Bishop  Kenneth 
Carder’s  message,  “Marketing:  A 
Sometimes  Heavy  Hammer”  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  28). 

It’s  so  heart-rendering  to  note 
many  United  Methodist  churches 
and  their  leaders  with  their  minds 


in  a  froth  to  execute  every  jot  and 
tittle  of  the  George  Bama  books 
(and  others  like  his).  Too  many  peo¬ 
ple  have  lost  sight  (and  insight)  as 
to  whose  church  it  is. 

To  quote  Douglas  Webster,  “The 
true  growth  of  the  church  is  not  de¬ 
pendent  on  a  public  relations  vision, 
but  on  our  faithfulness  to  the  word  of 
God.  Instead  of  market  sensitivity  we 
need  spiritual  sensitivity.” 

Julia  Cyrus 
Jacksonville,  Florida 

Anger  and  sadness 

I  read  Denise  Johnson  Stovall’s 
story  about  the  Women's  Division 
vote  not  to  recommend  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  essays  entitled  Ecofeminism 
and  the  Sacred  for  its  directors  (see 
UMR ,  Nov.  4).  My  response  was  a 
mixture  of  anger  and  sadness. 

The  anger  comes  from  this  clear 
manifestation  of  the  chilling  effect 
the  noisy  right  wing  of  our  denomi¬ 
nation  is  having  on  the  rest  of  us. 
What  a  fine  demonstration  of  self¬ 
censorship!  What  other  materials 


By  constantly  citing  the  intense 
involvement  of  the  religious  com¬ 
munity,  said  Mr.  Badger,  propo¬ 
nents  of  assisted  suicide 
“Successfully  framed”  the  issue  as 
one  of  personal  choice  and  religion 
rather  than  public  policy. 

Supporters  of  the  proposal, 
known  as  “Measure  16,”  accused 
the  Catholic  Church  of  trying  to  in¬ 
timidate  voters,  and  the  church 
countered  with  accusations  of 
“shameless  Catholic-bashing.” 

But  Catholics  were  not  alone  in 
their  opposition.  Ecumenical  Min¬ 
istries  of  Oregon,  representing  17 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  groups, 
called  Measure  16  “unwise  and 
dangerous  public  policy”  (see  relat¬ 
ed  UMR  editorial,  Nov.  4). 

At  one  point  in  the  campaign,  the 
Coalition  for  Compassionate  Care 
accused  its  opponents,  Oregon 
Right  to  Die,  of  “deliberately  mis¬ 
leading  the  public”  by  telling  voters 
that  the  only  arguments  against  as¬ 
sisted  suicide  were  religious. 

According  to  Mr.  Badger,  the  Ore¬ 
gon  Medical  Association’s  refusal  to 
take  a  stand  on  the  issue — despite 
the  American  Medical  Association’s 
opposition  to  physician-assisted  sui¬ 
cide — was  a  critical  factor. 

For  many  people,  Mr.  Badger  said, 
the  response  seemed  to  be,  “  ‘Reli¬ 
gious  leaders  shouldn’t  tell  me  what  I 
can  and  can’t  do.’  In  Oregon  that’s 
going  to  sway  a  lot  of  votes.” 

Debate  could  shift 

With  assisted  suicide  legal  in  one 
state,  noted  Mr.  Badger,  the  nature 
of  the  debate  shifts,  because  it  could 
cause  the  federal  government  to 
consider  passing  an  assisted-suicide 
measure. 

Under  the  new  Oregon  law,  a  pa¬ 
tient  with  six  months  to  live  could 
ask  a  doctor  to  prescribe  a  lethal  dose 
of  drugs  to  end  suffering  that  is  un¬ 
bearable,  if  at  least  two  doctors  agree 
that  the  patient  is  terminally  ill. 

The  patient  would  have  to  request 
the  drugs  at  least  three  times,  with  the 
third  request  in  writing.  When  the 
drugs  were  made  available,  it  would 
be  up  to  the  patient  to  take  them, 
without  assistance  from  a  doctor. 


will  the  Women’s  Division  next  de¬ 
cide  not  to  read  and  discuss? 

The  sadness  comes  from  the  re¬ 
flection  that  this  is  happening  in  a 
denomination  that  is  supposed  to 
value  learning.  Methodist  predeces¬ 
sor  bodies  founded  more  than  1 ,000 
colleges  and  universities  in  this 
country  to  encourage  learning  for 
all  persons.  Have  we  now  decided 
that  we  have  all  the  answers  and 
don’t  need  to  learn  anything  more? 

As  one  who  has  actually  read  Eco¬ 
feminism  and  the  Sacred ,  I  would 
urge  members  of  the  Women’s  Di¬ 
vision  to  “defect  in  place”  and  go 
ahead  with  its  planned  discussion. 
The  collection  is  a  delightfully  di¬ 
verse  one,  and  everyone  with  an 
open  mind  is  bound  to  learn  some¬ 
thing. 

Anne  Carey 
Nashvile,  Tennessee 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor. "  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las.  Texas  75266-0275. 


What  others 
are  saying 

“As  a  church  critic — Pittsburgh’s 
‘Church  Man’ — I  didn’t  need 
Newsweek  to  tell  me  America’s 
mainline  Protestant  churches  are 
running  out  of  members,  money 
and  meaning.  Methodist,  Presby¬ 
terian,  Congregational — 1  have 
attended  their  worship  services 
across  the  country  and  have  seen 
the  empty  pews,  the  scattered 
heads  of  gray.  I  have  heard  the 
lifeless  sermons.  I  give  most  of 
them  10  years  before  they  resem¬ 
ble  the  empty  bams  of  so  many 
marginally  endowed  ‘First  Par¬ 
ishes’  that  ring  Boston.” 

— Pittsburgh  public  broadcaster 
George  David  Exoo,  writing  in 
Presbyterian  Survey. 

*  *  * 

“Winning  of  souls  is  not  my  act, 
it’s  God’s.  I’m  not  the  converter, 
the  Holy  Spirit  converts.  My  job  is 
to  proclaim  the  Gospel.” 

— Dr.  Charles  Amjad-Ali,  Rawal¬ 
pindi,  Pakistan. 
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Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“For  a  child  has  been  bom  for 
us,  a  son  given  to  us;  authority 
rests  upon  his  shoulders;  and  he  is 
named  Wonderful  Counselor, 
Mighty  God,  Everlasting  Father, 
Prince  of  Peace.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  John  14:27) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  27 
First  Sunday  of  Advent 
Sunday:  Psalm  25:1-7 
Monday:  Psalm  25:8-10 
Tuesday:  Jeremiah  33: 1 4- 1 6 
Wednesday:  1  Thessalonians 
3:9,10 

Thursday:  1  Thessalonians  3:1 1-13 
Friday:  Luke  2 1 :25-28 
Saturday:  Luke  2 1 :29-36 


The  Reporter  Value 
Beyond  Print 

The  Reporter  has  the  capacity  for  special  needs 
such  as  book  publishing.  The  UMR  Institute 
for  Church  Communications  and  Mission 
Communications  are  excellent  examples  of  the 
expanded  value  of  your  Reporter  client  relationship. 

This  Is  An  Opportunity  You  Need  To  Investigate  Now! 
Compare  Your  Costs  and  UMR  Investment  Today! 


Call  Now! 

Ron  Thomas 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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ARSON  SUSPECTED:  Three  school 

busses,  a  station  wagon  and  a  maintenance 
building  were  destroyed  by  fire  recently  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  McCurdy  School  in  Espa- 
nola,  N.M.  No  students  were  injured  and 
classes  were  not  interrupted.  Arson  is  suspect¬ 
ed,  according  to  police,  but  details  were  not 
disclosed  pending  further  investigation. 

'ANTI-IMMIGRANT'  TONE:  Hi¬ 
spanic  leaders  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church — and  from  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Puerto  Rico — contend  that  recent  elections 
show  said  anti-immigrant,  anti-minority  senti¬ 
ment  is  gaining  momentum  in  the  United 
States.  Members  of  MARCHA  (Methodists  As¬ 
sociated  Representing  the  Cause  of  Hispanic 
Americans)  denounced  the  passage  of  Califor¬ 
nia’s  Proposition  187  which  denies  illegal  im¬ 
migrants  access  to  public  education,  health 
care  and  other  services.  MARCHA  alleged  the 
proposition  “goes  against  Christian,  moral  and 
humane  principles,”  and  conflicts  with  the 
United  Methodist  Social  Principles. 

CHURCH  IS  SUED:  A  Denver  woman 
has  been  awarded  $690,000  in  damages  in  a 
sexual  harassment  lawsuit  involving  a  United 
Methodist  minister.  An  eight-member  civil  jury 
found  the  church's  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference  was  negligent  in  hiring,  supervising 
and  retaining  the  Rev.  Glenn  Chambers.  The 
jury  also  found  that  the  conference  failed  to 
protect  Carol  Klein  from  harassment  by  Mr. 
Chambers.  Ms.  Klein  also  sued  the  pastor  and 
the  congregation,  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Denver. 

DEATH  PENALTY  OPPOSED:  A 

United  Methodist  clergyman  is  helping  orga¬ 
nize  a  letter-writing  campaign  for  a  pro-choice 
group  opposing  the  death  penalty  for  Paul  Hill. 

Mr.  Hill  was  convicted  Nov.  2  of  murdering  a 
physician  and  his  escort  at  a  Pensacola,  Fla., 
abortion  clinic.  The  Rev.  Ignacio  Castuera, 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Hollywood,  Calif.,  is  heading  the  campaign  on 
behalf  of  the  Religious  Coalition  for  Repro¬ 
ductive  Choice,  formerly  the  Religious  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Abortion  Rights. 

NEW  GENERAL  SECRETARY:  Briga- 
lia  Ntombemhlophe  Bam,  deputy  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  South  African  Council  of  Churches 
since  1988,  has  been  appointed  the  body’s  general 
secretary.  Ms.  Bam,  61,  who  is  also  president  of 
the  Women’s  Development  Foundation  in  South 
Africa,  is  a  former  staff  member  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  responsible  for  women’s  is¬ 
sues.  She  succeeds  the  Rev.  Frank  Chikane,  who 
resigned  that  post  in  July. 


UNITED  METHODIST  COMMITTEE  ON  RELIEF  PHOTO 


ZENICA,  Bosnia— A  worker  at  Youth  House  helps  youngsters  with  their  schoolwork— studies 
that  have  been  interrupted  for  nearly  two  years  because  of  war  among  Bosnians,  Serbs  and 
Croats.  The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  operates  the  house  to  give  youngsters  ages  6 
through  18  a  place  of  care  and  hope  amid  the  ravages  of  war  (see  related  stories  below  and  at 


right). 


UMCOR's  'Youth  House '  gives 
war-ravaged  kids  a  place  to  go 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Children  of  Groniji  Vakuf,  Bos¬ 
nia,  are  just  like  most  children. 

They  like  to  play  games,  listen 
to  music  and  have  a  good  time 
when  they  can — between  run¬ 
ning  for  safety  from  sniper  at¬ 
tacks  in  their  town. 

“These  children  have  few 
places  to  go,  because  the  town 
was  so  heavily  shelled,  ”  says  Eli¬ 
nor  Bames  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief. 

“Most  have  not  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  do  the  simple  things 
like  have  their  picture  taken  with 
an  instant  camera  and  laugh 
when  they  see  how  they  look.” 

Recognizing  the  suffering,  trau¬ 
ma  and  vulnerability  of  children 
affected  by  the  war  in  the  former 
Yugoslavia,  UMCOR  established 
a  “Youth  House”  last  June. 

“All  schools  were  shut  down  for 
two  years,”  continued  Ms.  Bames. 
“During  that  time,  children  and 


youths  didn’t  have  anything  to  do. 
Now  school  has  reopened,  but 
there  are  still  only  limited  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  them.” 

Katarina  Zarkovacki,  project  co¬ 
ordinator  for  UMCOR  projects  in 
the  former  Yugoslavia,  said  schools 
there  lack  books  and  equipment. 
The  Youth  House  staff  gives  those 
children  lacking  these  essentials  ad¬ 
ditional  assistance  with  their  stud¬ 
ies.  Other  activities  at  the  house 
include  cultural  programs,  comput¬ 
er  education  sessions  and  English 
classes. 

The  Youth  House  program, 
serving  2,000  young  people  ages 
6  to  18,  is  funded  through  grants 
from  the  United  Nations  High 
Commission  for  Refugees,  the 
U.S.  State  Department  and  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  Women’s 
Division. 

UMCOR  is  seeking  more 
equipment  and  supplies  for  the 
Youth  House.  For  instance,  fol¬ 


lowing  her  recent  trip  to  Bosnia, 
Ms.  Bames  coordinated  a  project 
that  shipped  1,500  school  kits  to 
the  children. 

The  kits  had  crayons,  writing 
tablets,  pencils  and  other  school 
supplies.  Donated  to  UMCOR 
by  Church  World  Service — the 
national  relief  agency  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A. — the  kits  ar¬ 
rived  in  Bosnia  this  month. 

UMCOR  expects  to  receive 
funding  from  some  of  the  church’s 
regional  conferences  especially  in¬ 
terested  in  these  projects.  Already, 
United  Methodists  in  New  Jersey 
and  North  Carolina  have  commit¬ 
ted  assistance. 

For  next  summer,  100  college 
students  and  young  adult  volun- 
teers-in-mission  are  being  sought 
to  go  to  Bosnia  to  serve  as  coun¬ 
selors,  summer  program  instruc¬ 
tors  and  construction  workers  at 
Youth  House.  People  interested 
should  contact  the  Rev.  Larry 
Acton  at  (800)918-3100. 


Church's  relief 
for  Bosnians 
totals  $3  million 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Anodot*  Editor 

Nearly  $3  million  in  humani¬ 
tarian  relief  work  has  been  di¬ 
rectly  implemented  in  the  past 
18  months  for  people  in  need 
within  the  former  Yugoslavia, 
thanks  to  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief. 

UMCOR  is  working  with  100 
international  humanitarian  gov¬ 
ernment  and  non-govemment  or¬ 
ganizations  providing  emergency 
relief  there. 

The  agency  is  also  a  partner 
with  the  United  Nations  High 
Commissioner  for  Refugees  and 
the  U.S.  State  Department  in 
projects  there  which  include: 

/  Housing  for  displaced  fam¬ 
ilies; 

/  A  trauma  center  for  war 
victims; 

S  A  soup  kitchen; 

/  Educational  and  counseling 
services  for  children  and  youths 
(see  related  story  at  left). 

UMCOR  staff  offices  are  in  Zen¬ 
ica,  40  miles  north  of  Sarajevo. 
Once  the  leading  center  for  iron 
and  steel  production  in  the  former 
Yugoslavia,  Zenica  now  is  tempo¬ 
rary  home  to  80,000  refugees. 

UMCOR  has  another  office  in 
Spilt,  Dalmatia,  on  the  southern 
coast  of  Croatia. 

UMCOR  staff  in  Zenica  in¬ 
cludes  three  international  persons 
and  seven  residents  of  the  area. 

The  program  staff  is  headed  by 
Dirk  Van  Gorp  Schroon,  owner 
of  a  construction  company  in 
Lake,  N.Y.  A  veteran  of  Volun- 
teers-in-Mission  programs,  he  is 
former  president  of  United 
Methodist  Men  for  the  church’s 
Troy  Annual  Conference  (north¬ 
east  New  York  and  Vermont). 

His  assistant  is  Katarina  Zar- 
kovaki,  former  head  of  tourism 
for  the  Island  of  Havar  on  the 
Dalmatian  Coast. 

“Ethnic  strife  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  levels  of  violence  and  cruel¬ 
ty  have  crippled  the  lives  of 
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millions  of  men,  women  and 
children,  causing  over  143,000 
deaths  and  166,000  injuries  in 
Bosnia  alone,”  Mr.  Van  Gorp 
told  elected  directors  and  staff  of  ’ 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  last  month. 

“In  Sarajevo,  at  least  16,000 
children  have  been  killed  or^ 
wounded.  Bosnian  Serbs  have  re-, 
fused  to  agree  to  any  proposed, 
peace  plan  and  constantly  violate 
United  Nations  resolutions.  And 
2. 1  million  Bosnian  Muslim  and 
Croatian  people  have  fled  their, 
homes.” 

Ms.  Zarkovaki  added  that  Sa- . 
rajevo,  the  besieged  capital  of 
Bosnia,  is  approaching  its  third 
winter  of  isolation  from  the  out¬ 
side  world. 

She  said  the  300,000  impris-.; 
oned  inhabitants  depend  entirely  ’ 
upon  the  United  Nations  airlift, 
which  cannot  begin  to  meet  the  ' 
needs  of  Sarajevo. 

“Serbian  forces  control  all  life- 
giving  water,  electricity  and  gas 
supplies  there,”  Ms.  Zarkovaki 
continued.  “Sarajevans  say,  ‘If 
the  Bosnian  Serbs  had  a  switch 
for  controlling  the  air,  they 
wpyild  turn  that  off  also.’ 

“Every  trip  we  undertake  toy 
Sarajevo  leaves  us  psychological¬ 
ly  and  emotionally  drained. 
Facing  a  winter  without  heat, 
light,  water  or  sufficient  food, 
thousands  more  will  die  unless 
the  world  acts  immediately.” 


UMR  editors,  staff 
claim  UMAC  awards 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Editor 

ATLANTA— Staff  members 
from  The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  family  of  publications  won 
1 3  awards  last  week  in  competition 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Communicators. 

National  edition  editors  won  four 
awards,  regional  edition  editors  the 
other  nine. 

Associate  Editor  Denise  Johnson 
Stovall  won  a  certificate  of  merit 
for  a  cluster  of  feature  stories  relat¬ 
ed  to  recovery  from  the  1993  floods 
in  the  Midwest. 

Editor  John  A.  Lovelace  won  a 
certificate  for  a  series  of  articles 
about  United  Methodist  missions 
such  as  community  centers  along 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  in  Florida,  Ala¬ 
bama  and  Mississippi. 

The  newspaper’s  entire  national 
staff  won  certificates  for  general  ex¬ 
cellence,  layout  and  design  and  edi¬ 
torial  content.  In  addition  to  Ms. 
Stovall  and  Mr.  Lovelace,  those 
cited  were  Associate  Editors  Cyn¬ 
thia  B.  Astle,  Diane  Huie  Balay, 
Daniel  R.  Gangler,  Debra  Ennaco 
McKnight  and  Stephen  L.  Swecker. 

The  Reporter’s  1994  calendar  gar¬ 
nered  general  excellence  certificates 
of  merit  for  Keith  Head  and  Tom 
Gibson. 

The  Rev.  R.  Thomas  Slack  from 
the  West  Ohio  Annual  Conference 
and  Bettie  Wilson  Story  (Central  Il¬ 
linois)  won  certificates  for  feature 
stories. 

Mr.  Slack  also  won  a  certificate 
for  a  special  supplement  in  his  re¬ 
gional  edition  of  the  biweekly  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Review  and  one  for 
general  excellence. 

Dotty  Bagbey  (Louisiana)  also 
won  a  certificate  for  a  special  sup¬ 
plement,  and  the  Rev.  Tom  Hughes 
(Florida)  and  Peggy  Hayes  (Desert 
Southwest)  also  won  certificates  for 
newspaper  general  excellence. 

Ann  Whiting  (Zion’s  Herald)  won 
a  certificate  for  her  newspaper’s 
editorial  content,  and  Kenneth  B. 


The  Reporter's  1994  calendar 
garnered  general  excellence 
certificates  of  merit  for  Keith 
Head  and  Tom  Gibson. 

Kasperek  (Western  New  York)  won 
for  his  paper’s  illustrative  materials. 

Winning  the  association’s  highest 
awards  of  excellence  were: 

■  The  Rev.  James  E.  Skillington, 
Baltimore-Washington  Area,  news¬ 
papers; 

■  Roger  Sadler  and  Steve  Sohl, 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  artwork; 

■  The  Rev.  J.  Richard  Peck  and 
Sheila  I.  McGee,  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  magazine  perio¬ 
dicals; 

■  Terri  Hiers  and  Bret  Haines, 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  magazines  annual  or 
biannual; 

■  Wilford  V.  Bane,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications,  electronic 
media; 

■  Ms.  Hiers,  Mr.  Haines  and 
Judy  Smith,  special  promotion,  and 
those  three  plus  Kathy  Gilbert, 
newsletters; 

■  Paul  Jeffrey,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  photography  and 
writing  (two  awards  of  excellence). 

■  The  awards  were  presented  as  a 
highlight  of  the  association’s  annual 
meetingNov.  16-19  in  Atlanta. 
Cathy  Farmer,  who  edits  the  Mem¬ 
phis  Annual  Conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter,  chaired  the  awards 
committee. 

■  Dr.  Gangler  of  the  Reporter 
staff  presided  over  the  meeting  as 
the  association’s  national  president. 
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UMR  breaks  ground  for 
new  communications  center 

A  chilly  November  afternoon  doesn't  deter  enthusiastic  sup¬ 
porters  from  turning  shovelsful  of  earth  to  mark  the  start  of  con¬ 
struction  for  the  $3.3  million  UMR  Communications  Center  in 
Dallas. 

First  to  "dig  in"  were  (above  left  to  right)  UMR  Foundation  chair 
Robert  Bruce  of  Dallas;  the  Rev.  Wayne  Fesmire  of  Paducah,  Ky., 
chair  of  the  UMR  Governing  Board;  Bishop  Joe  Wilson  (Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  Area);  Louise  Shock  of  Lubbock,  Texas,  vice  chair  of  the 
United  Methodist  Communications  Council  of  Texas  and  New  Mex¬ 
ico,  UMR's  owners;  and  UMR's  longest-tenured  employees,  Circula¬ 
tion  Manager  Betty  Andrews  and  Business  Clerk  Joyce  McAbee, 
both  of  whom  have  served  with  the  communications  ministry  more 
than  20  years. 

UMR  Publisher  Ronald  P.  Patterson  (left)  led  the  opening  pro¬ 
cession  of  banners  and  balloons  from  the  current  site  to  the  new 
location  a  quarter-mile  uphill. 

The  71,000-square-foot  facility  (with  room  for  future  expan¬ 
sion)  has  been  funded  by  donations  including  more  than 
$900,000  from  UMR  Foundation  directors  and  $56,000  given  by 
UMR  employees.  The  new  edifice  will  provide  more  than  double 
the  space  of  the  current  plant. 

Dal-Mac  Companies  of  Richardson,  Texas,  project  builder,  an¬ 
ticipates  completion  by  September  1995. 
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-connections 

MIXED  RESPONSE:  A  proposal  for  a  Ko- 
rean-American  Missionary  Conference  received 
mixed  response  from  the  church’s  Council  of 
Bishops  meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska  Oct.  29- 
Nov.  4.  All  five  regions  of  the  church  now 
have  Korean-American  mission  units.  If  the 
new  plan  is  approved  by  the  1 996  General 
Conference,  these  units  would  continue  in 
Southeastern  and  South  Central  regions  but  be 
replaced  in  the  other  three.  The  current  mis¬ 
sion  units  only  provide  for  matters  such  as 
consultation  among  bishops  on  appointment  of 
clergy  and  the  organization  of  new  Korean 
congregations. 

COMMUNICATOR  HONORED: 

Betty  Thompson,  a  United  Methodist  and  an 
internationally  known  church  journalist,  was 
named  United  Methodist  Communicator  of  the 
Year  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Association  of  Com¬ 
municators  during  its 
annual  awards  banquet  at 
Atlanta  Nov.  18.  Ms. 

Thompson,  public  relations 
director  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries, 

began  her  career  with  the _ 

former  Methodist  Board  of  Betty  Thompson 
Missions  in  1950.  The  Georgia  native  and 
longtime  New  York  resident  is  also  an  editor- 
at-large  for  The  Christian  Century.  Because  of 
recent  knee  surgery,  Ms.  Thompson  was  un¬ 
able  to  attend  the  celebration  in  Atlanta  but 
received  the  award  in  New  York  City  from 
UMAC  member  and  longtime  colleague  Arthur 
J:  Moore  Jr.  Inducted  into  the  Communicators 
Hall  of  Fame  were  Roger  Burgess,  recently  re¬ 
tired  United  Methodist  Communications  gen¬ 
eral  secretary,  and  Carol  Marie  Herb,  retired 
editor  of  Response  magazine  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women.  Posthumous  Hall  of  Fame 
Awards  were  bestowed  upon  David  Abernathy 
and  Roy  Simpson  Smyres. 

KANSAS  LEADERS:  United  Methodists 

will  lead  Kansas  for  the  next  four  years — and 
make  up  the  majority  of  the  state’s  Congressio¬ 
nal  delegation.  The  leaders  include:  Republi¬ 
can  Governor-elect  Bill  Graves,  Lieutenant 
Governor-elect  Sheila  Frahm  and  U.S.  Repre¬ 
sentatives  Pat  Roberts  of  Dodge  City,  Sam 
Brownback  of  Topeka  and  Jan  Meyers  of  Prai¬ 
rie  Village.  U.S.  Senator  Robert  Dole,  also  a 
United  Methodist,  is  expected  to  become  the 
Senate  Majority  Leader. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Structure  study  stresses  local -church  base 

Bv  DANIFI  D  r.AMr.lFD  Ministries  Of  PanHIar  4  T'U -i 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 
Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— The  local 
congregation  is  where  ministry  and  mis¬ 
sion  happens  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  according  to  a  summary  report 
given  recently  to  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops. 

The  report  came  from  the  church’s  top 
coordinating  body,  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  (GCOM). 

Emphasis  on  the  congregational  base  of 
action  was  one  of  eight  recurring  themes 
distilled  from  findings  of  44  annual  con¬ 
ference  (regional)  councils  on  ministries 
(program  groups)  surveyed  earlier  this 
year  by  the  GCOM  Connectional  Issues 
Study  task  force. 

Last  February  each  conference  council 
was  asked  to  summarize  what  it  saw  as  its 
mission  and  structure  as  the  church  moves 
towards  the  21st  Century. 

Recurring  missional  themes 

According  to  the  summary  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  E.  Frank,  eight  missional  themes 
with  structural  implications  emerged.  Dr. 
Frank  heads  the  Rollins  Center  for  Church 


Bishop:  Pray  for 
Algerian  Christians 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodists  have  been  urged 
to  keep  Algerian  Christians  and  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  their  prayers. 

Bishop  Heinrich  Bolleter,  whose  cen¬ 
tral  and  southern  Europe  area  includes 
oversight  for  Algeria,  said  Christians  in 
that  country  must  keep  “[a]  low  profile 
presence,  togetherness  and  flexibility.” 

The  six  United  Methodist  missionary 
couples  serve  in  a  national  climate  of 
“fear  and  horror”  in  the  predominantly 
Muslim  country  where  Christians  are  a 
tiny  ecumenical  minority.  They  were  re¬ 
cently  given  a  two-month  “stress  leave” 
outside  the  country  but  have  now  re¬ 
turned. 

Community  centers,  libraries,  and  air¬ 
ports  are  closed  because  of  the  violence. 

“One  local  church  attracted  public  at¬ 
tention  because  of  the  many  newly  bap¬ 
tized,”  he  said.  “It  is  difficult  to 
understand  that  this  is  a  danger  for  the 
total  Christian  community.” 


Ministries  at  Candler  School  of  Theology 
in  Atlanta. 

Dr.  Frank  listed  these  themes: 

■  The  local  congregation  is  the  primary 
base  for  ministry  and  mission  and  the 
foundation  of  everything  that  happens  in 
the  church; 

■  The  mission  of  the  local  congregation 
is  reaching  out  to  new  generational  groups 
and  responding  to  crisis,  poverty  and  so¬ 
cial  ills; 

■  Ethnic  diversity  and  growing  econom¬ 
ic  disparities  lead  to  a  huge  “mission  chal¬ 
lenge”  of  tension,  racism,  poverty  and 
illiteracy; 

■  Recruiting,  training,  placing  and  eval¬ 
uating  clergy  is  critical  to  the  church’s  fu¬ 
ture; 

■  Training  for  lay  leadership  is  an 
equally  critical  need; 

I  District  superintendency  (supervi¬ 
sion)  must  be  tied  to  local  church  mission; 

■  The  General  Conference  (the  church's 
top  legislative  body)  and  the  church’s  gen¬ 
eral  (worldwide)  agencies  must  streamline, 
clearly  state  their  mission  and  provide  re¬ 
sources — not  programs — to  meet  congre¬ 
gational  needs; 

■  The  church  must  “jump  on  the  infor¬ 
mation  (super)  highway  and  utilize  the 
technological  capabilities  at  our  finger¬ 
tips.” 

The  annual  conference  surveys  were  one 
of  20  projects  in  the  council’s  four-year 
study  of  the  church’s  mission  and  struc¬ 
ture.  The  council  was  mandated  in  1992 
by  the  church’s  legislative  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  “lead  the  church  in  a  time  of  dis¬ 
cernment,  reflection  and  study  of  its 
mission  and  its  structural  needs  as  it 
moves  into  the  21st  Century”  (see  illustra¬ 
tion  at  right). 

Results  shared  with  bishops 

Survey  results  were  shared  with  the 
church’s  bishops  by  task  force  chairwoman 
Bette  T.  Trumble,  a  Nebraska  laywoman, 
and  task  force  member  the  Rev.  Gordon  C. 
Goodgame,  head  of  the  church’s  nine-state 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  program  council. 

Both  Ms.  Trumble  and  Mr.  Goodgame 
said  the  overview  was  a  progress  report  on 
a  continuing  connectional  issues  study  of 
the  church.  The  final  report  will  be  given 
to  the  1 996  General  Cohference. 

Ms.  Trumble  told  the  bishops  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  task  force’s  findings, 
“Methodism.was  strongly,  reaffirmed.” 
She  said  particular  elements  in  the  eight 
missional  themes  receiving  strong  affirma- 


Denominational tug-of-war? 


United  Methodists  from  44  annual  conferences  let 
the  denomination's  General  Council  on  Ministries 
know  what  they  wanted  from  the  church  by  replying 
to  the  council's  survey  earlier  this  year  (see  related 
story  at  left).  The  survey's  results  show  some  want 
one  thing  and  other's  want  the  opposite. 
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Church  activists  take  aim  at  TV  violence 


tion  were  the  roles  of  bishops  and  district 
superintendents,  Bible  studies,  evangelism 
efforts  and  church  growth. 

She  said  findings  pointed  out  that  lead¬ 
ership  development  is  crucial  and  that 
there  is  a  strong  desire  for  future  planning. 

Mr.  Goodgame  told  the  bishops  that  the 
connectional  issues  study  so  far  points  to  a 
Christ-centered,  goal-oriented  local  con- 
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gregation  that  wants  to  be  in  mission,  both 
in  the  local  community  and  the  world. 

The  Connectional  Issues  Study  task 
force  will  meet  Dec.  10-1 1  at  Raleigh-Dur- 
ham,  N.C. 

Bishop  Sharon  Brown  Christopher  (Min¬ 
nesota  Area)  requested  more  time  at  the 
bishops’  next  council  meeting  for  dialogue 
between  task  force  members  and  bishops. 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 

Religion  News  Service 

WASHINGTON — Real  violence 
and  its  links  between  its  visual 
counterpart  on  TV  have  been  a  con¬ 
cern  for  parents,  teachers,  clergy — 
even  Congress — from  television’s 
beginnings  as  a  medium  of  mass  en¬ 
tertainment  in  the  1950s. 

“We  must  come  to  grips  with  this 
very  special  issue,”  Surgeon  Gener¬ 
al  Joycelyn  Elders  told  church  anti¬ 
violence  activists  who  participated 
last  month  in  a  nationwide  telecon¬ 
ference  on  the  subject. 

“We  know  there  appears  to  be  a 
direct  correlation  between  violence 
on  TV  and  violence  in  the  streets,” 
said  Dr.  Elders. 


"Managing  media  in  the  home  is  part  of  what  it 
means  to  be  a  parent." 

— Elizabeth  Thoman 


She  opened  the  two-hour  telecon¬ 
ference  produced  by  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications  in  cooperation 
with  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  US.A.,  the 
Media  Action  Research  Center,  The 
Episcopal  Church  and  other  groups. 

A  dozen  or  so  bills  and  proposals 
in  Congress,  most  nowhere  near  en¬ 
actment,  would  impose  restrictions 
on  television  programming. 

But  for  most  concerned  parents  and 
clergy,  things  have  gotten  worse. 


Studies  have  indicated  that  chil¬ 
dren  ages  2-11  watch  28  hours  of 
television  a  week  and  on  prime-time 
programming  are  exposed  to  about 
5,000  acts  of  violence  a  year.  Satur¬ 
day  cartoon  shows  have  an  even 
higher  incidence — 25  acts  per  hour. 

The  conference  linked  experts  in 
Washington  with  small  groups  of 
activists  and  concerned  citizens  at 
1 30  churches,  college  campuses  and 
religious  offices  from  Harrisonburg, 
Va.,  to  Vancouver,  B.C. 


Elizabeth  Thoman,  director  of 
the  Center  for  Media  Literacy  in 
Los  Angeles  and  founding  editor  of 
Media  &  Values  magazine,  said 
there  is  little  doubt  that  TV  “does 
reinforce  a  culture  of  violence.” 

Among  necessary  steps,  Ms.  Tho¬ 
man  said,  must  be  efforts  by 
churches  and  other  activists  to 
"help  parents  understand  that  man¬ 
aging  media  in  the  home  is  part  of 
what  it  means  to  be  a  parent.” 

Mike  Maus,  new  director  of  com¬ 
munications  for  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  warned,  however, 
that  activists  can’t  simply  be  nay¬ 
sayers. 

“There  is  a  reality  in  life  that  is 
violent,”  he  said,  and  the  real  issue 
“is  gratuitous  violence.” 


4 Miracle  on  34th  St.'  lacks  joy  of  genuine  faith 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

The  real  “miracle”  of  the  remake 
of  “Miracle  on  34th  Street”  is 
whether  you  can  sit  through  nearly 
two  hours  of  poorly  paced,  almost 
grim  earnestness. 

Updated  for  the  ’90s,  the  movie 
makes  at  least  passing  mention  of 
all  the  angst  of  our  era — single  par¬ 
ents,  dangers  to  children,  shady 
business  deals,  media  frenzy  and, 
most  of  all,  a  culture  of  disbelief. 

Trouble  is,  the  film  is  so  deadly  se¬ 
rious  about  countering  that  disbeliev- 
ing  culture  that  it  overlooks  an 
essential  ingredient  of  authentic 
faith.  That  missing  ingredient  is  joy. 

Not  even  in  the  erstwhile  lead,  Sir 
Richard  Attenborough,  does  genu¬ 
ine  joy  emerge. 

Sir  Richard  tries  hard  to  be  Kriss 
Kringle,  but  he  comes  off  as  little 
more  than  a  neurotic,  cane-wielding 
old  coot  in  a  fancy  Santa  suit.  In 
fact,  he  unintentionally  depicted 
Claus  better  in  his  portrayal  of 
menacingly  cheerful  John  Ham¬ 
mond  in  “Jurassic  Park.” 

Mr.  Attenborough  scores  on  the 
believability  scale  only  when  he’s 
chatting  with  children  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  store.  Otherwise  he’s  shaking 
his  cane  at  miscreants  or  glooming 
about  that  no  one  believes  in  him 
anymore.  Small  wonder. 

Meanwhile,  Elizabeth  Perkins 
and  Dylan  McDermott  are  hope- 


Review 


lessly  one-dimensional  as  single 
mom  Dorey  Walker  and  ardent 
suitor  Bryan  Bedford.  Why  in  the 
world  a  handsome,  wholesome  guy 
like  Bryan — he  even  prays  before 
Thanksgiving  dinner!— would  want 
a  “Gloomy  Gus”  like  Dorey  is  nev¬ 
er  explained. 

Some  familiar  character  actors 
such  as  William  Windom  as  the  head 
of  the  department  store  and  Robert 
Prosky  as  the  judge  sleepwalk  their 
way  through  similarly  flat  roles. 

Mr.  Prosky  is  given  the  thankless 
task  of  making  a  turnabout  seem 
believable  just  because  he’s  given  a 
$1  bill  with  “In  God  We  Trust”  cir¬ 
cled  in  red.  If  there  were  a  jury  in 
that  scene,  they’d  find  him  guilty  of 
overacting. 

The  one  bright  spot  in  the  film  is 
little  Mara  Wilson,  who  tackles  with 
innocent  bravura  the  role  that  made 
a  star  of  the  late  Natalie  Wood. 

Young  Miss  Wilson’s  transforma¬ 
tion  from  a  youngster  who  “talks  like 
she’s  64”  into  a  believing,  believable 
little  girl  is  extraordinary.  Her  acting 
is  so  good  that  she  carries — not 
steals,  mind  you,  but  carries — her 
scenes  with  the  grownups.  That’s  a 
pretty  heavy  load  for  a  6-year-old. 

For  all  its  prattling  on  about  how 
one  must  believe  in  the  spirit  of 


20TH  CENTURY  FOX  PHOTO 

Kriss  Kringle  (Sir  Richard  Attenborough)  is  charmed  by  little  Susan 
Walker  (Mara  Wilson)  who  doesn't  believe  in  Santa  Claus.  Miss 
Wilson  is  one  of  the  bright  spots  in  an  otherwise  grimly  earnest  film 
(see  review  at  left). 


generosity  and  selflessness,  all  of 
the  film’s  characters  ultimately 
seem  to  be  looking  out  for  them¬ 
selves — even  Kriss  Kringle,  who’s 
trying  not  so  much  to  recapture  the 
wonder  of  childlike  belief  as  he  is 


trying  to  regain  his  former  glory. 

This  reviewer’s  counsel:  Skip  this 
dreary  film  and  take  the  family  to 
Christmas  Eve  worship.  There 
you’ll  hear  of  the  real  miracle  of  the 
season. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1.35  oer  word,  figure  or  initial  per 

insertion,  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to 
20  words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  $10.80  for 
the  8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved 
in  advance. 

HALF-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Minis¬ 
tries  to  lead  a  diverse,  growing  ministry  of  mu¬ 
sic.  Evidence  of  previous  directorial  and 
administrative  experience  required.  Music  de¬ 
gree  preferred.  Applications  to:  Frank  Hash, 
University  United  Methodist  Church,  2000  S. 
Locust,  Las  Cruces,  NM  88001 . 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  FOR  grow¬ 

ing  850-member  church.  Will  oversee  Christian 
education,  child  care,  small  group  ministries. 
Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  1501  Sycamore,  Clovis, 
NM  88101.  (505)  763-3461. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND 
Children's  Ministries  for  a  850-member  con¬ 
gregation.  Send  resume  to:  Buford  Finley, 
2317  Ave.  G,  Bay  City,  TX  77414,  or  call  (40$) 
245-4627. 

WESLEY  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
2075  Meadowlane  Ave.  West,  Melbourne,  FL 
32904  announces  a  position  of  Youth  Director 
to  continue  with  the  ever  growing  faith,  fellow¬ 
ship  and  future  of  a  spirited  youth  program.  We 
seek  someone  who  will  guide  our  youth  through 
sensitive  times  and  to  cultivate  faith,  love,  hon¬ 
esty  and  respect  through  a  dedication  to  the 
Lord.  Prerequisites:  Associate  degree  or  higher, 
musical  background  helpful,  2  years  minimum 
experience  with  youth  and  church  programs  a 
must,  United  Methodist  background  a  plus,  20- 
30  hours  per  week,  salary  negotiable. 

position.  Leading  church  design/build  company 
seeks  highly  motivated  individual  able  to  lead 
churches  through  all  phases  of  a  project  to  con¬ 
traction  start.  Experience  in  consultive  selling 
required.  Experience  in  design/build  fieldpre- 
ferred.  Immediate  positions  in  Ohio  and  Flori¬ 
da.  Send  or  fax  resumes:  Box  704,  North  Lima, 
OH  44452.(216)  549-5328. 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT,  Perkins 

School  of  Theology.  The  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  currently  seeks  a  Director  of  Devel¬ 
opment.  Responsibilities  include  developing 

DIRECTOR,  BENEVOLENCE  PROMOTION 
Department.  National  religious  agency  seeks  a 
promotional  director  for  Benevolence  Inter¬ 
pretation  Division.  Will  provide  leadership  in 
advertising  and  marketing  for  benevolent  giv¬ 
ing  to  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  posi¬ 
tion  requires  a  graduate  degree,  knowledge  of 
church  polity  and  team  leadership  skills.  Ap¬ 
plicant  should  be  familiar  with  graphic  design, 
printing,  copy-writing  and  video  production. 
United  Methodist  Church  membership  re¬ 
quired.  Travel  required.  Resume  by  January  6, 
1995  to:  Personnel,  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  P.O.  Box  320,  Nashville,  TN 
37202-0320. 

tification,  cultivation,  and  solicitation  of  do¬ 
nors  for  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  Will  be 
responsible  for  major  donor  solicitations,  an¬ 
nual  fund  programs,  and  assigned  capital  fund 
priorities.  Requires  bachelor's  degree,  excel¬ 
lent  interpersonal  and  time  management  skills, 
and  willingness  to  travel  extensively.  Familiar¬ 
ity  with  the  United  Methodist  Church  desir¬ 
able.  Southern  Methodist  University  offers  a 
comprehensive  benefits  package,  including  tu¬ 
ition  benefits  for  employee  ana  family.  Submit 
cover  letter  and  resume  postmarked  by  De¬ 
cember  7,  1994  to:  Directo  II —  Perkins 
Search,  SMU,  Box  750232,  Dallas,  TX  75275- 
0232.  SMU  is  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal 
Opportunity  Employer. 

A  FULL-TIME  UNITED  METHODIST  Cam- 
pus  Ministry  position  serving  California  State 
University  at  Long  Beach.  For  a  position  de¬ 
scription  and  application,  contact  Dr.  Richard 
George,  1701  Baker  Street,  Costa  Mesa,  CA 
92626.  Phone:  (714)  979-8234. 

CAMP  POSITION:  DIRECTOR/MANAGER 
for  Storm  Mountain  Center,  a  camp  in  the 
Black  Hills  of  the  Dakotas  Annual  Conference. 
Responsible  for  administration,  operations, 
and  promotion.  Send  resume  by  January  4. 
1995  to:  Rev.  Randy  McGuire,  P.O.  Box  460, 
Mitchell,  SD  57301 .  (605)  996-6552. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH. 
Mountain  Home,  AR  is  seeking  a  person  to  fill 
the  position  of  Director  of  Discipleship  with 
youth  and  young  adults.  Experience  necessary. 
Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resume  to:  Pam  Ross,  SPR  Commit¬ 
tee  Chairperson,  605  W.  6th  St.,  Mountain 
Home,  AR  72653. 

SAINT  PAUL  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church,  Ocean  Springs,  MS  has  a  position  for 
a  Program  Director  emphasis  on  children  and 
family  ministries.  A  certified  Director  of 
Christian  Education  or  Diaconal  Minister  pre¬ 
ferred.  Salary  and  benefit  package  negotiable 
commensurate  with  experience.  Congregation 
of  1200.  Interested  persons  send  a  resume,  ref¬ 
erences  to:  Dan  Woodward,  Saint  Paul  UMC, 

800  Porter  Street.  Ocean  Springs,  MS  39564. 
Telephone:  (601)  875-5701.  ! 

GROWING  SUBURBAN  CHURCH  IN  South 
Austin  seeks  Director  of  Programming,  inclu¬ 
sive  of  Christian  education.  Experience  in  large 
church  necessary.  Salary  negotiable.  Please 

Manchaca,  TX  78652. 

FOR  SALE  26  12’  PADDED  OAK  pews  in 
^condition.  Best  offer  accepted.  (505) 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  with 

church  with  a  full  program  located  in  Lexing¬ 
ton,  KY  is  seeking  a  Minister  or  Director  of 
Christian  Education  with  a  heavy  emphasis 
upon  children’s  ministry.  Job  description  avail- 
able  upon  request.  Please  send  resume  to:  Edu¬ 
cation  Search  Committee,  Southern  Hills 
United  Methodist  Church,  2356  Harrodsburg 
Road,  Lexington,  KY  40503-1795.  Telephone: 
(606)277-6176. 

BRECKENRIDGE,  COLORADO  CONDO. 
Two  bedroom,  two  bath.  Sleeps  6-7  comfort¬ 
ably.  Pool  and  hot  tub.  Very  near  downtown. 
Lovely.  (214)  497-1493. 

ALLEN  CHURCH  ORGAN  FOR  SALE.  Three 

5  octive  manuals,  32  note  pedal  board,  four 
speaker  consoles.  For  more  information,  please 
call  (210)686-1674. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  kmown  hymns  on  6- 

"DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym¬ 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  ship¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST. 
Buses,  vans,!  Also  church  van  rentals.  Distributor 
for  Goshen  buses.  1 5  passenger  vans  with  center 
aisle,  raised  roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Trans¬ 
portation,  (800)  330-3622tI!iTlItIl!ttIIIt!IItltlflt 

MINISTER  OF  PROGRAMS.  FULL-TIME 

staff  position,  available  after  January  1,  1995. 

A  Master’s  of  Divinity  or  Christian  Education 
degree  required  from  an  accredited  school. 
Ministry  will  take  place  in  a  growing  1100- 
member  congregation,  with  all  new  facilities. 
Salary  commensurate  with  education  and  expe¬ 
rience.  Send  resume  to:  Staff  Parish  Commit- 

SPRING  THROUGH  WINTER  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com- 
>letely  furnished  efficiencies  $190  week,  $700 
our  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Mountainview 
Guest  House,  Drawer  1096,  waynesville,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-9507. 

P.O.  Box  43033,  Louisville,  KY  40253-0033. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH. 

Fort  Valley  United  Methodist,  a  strong,  active 
800-member  church  seeks  a  full-time  Director  • 
of  Education  with  emphasis  on  youth  ministry. 
Christian  education  degree  or  comparable  expe-  . 
rience  preferred.  Please  submit  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  1258,  Fort  Valley, 

GA  3 1 030.  Telephone:  (9 1 2)  825-2762. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FOR  2600-MEMBER 

church.  Responsible  for  comprehensive  music 
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sume  to:  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  1959, 
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Who  will  control  the  Jerusalem  hilltop? 


By  ELAINE  RUTH  FLETCHER 

Religion  News  Service 

i  JERUSALEM — Down  below,  a 
Jew  stuffs  a  scribbled  prayer  into 
the  cracks  between  the  bleached 
Herodian  stones  of  the  Western 
Wall. 

:  Above,  atop  an  ancient  espla¬ 
nade,  a  Muslim  prostrates  himself 
in  the  shadow  of  the  gold-capped 
Dome  of  the  Rock  shrine  at  the 
Mosque  of  A1  Aksa. 

They  pray  to  the  same  God.  But 
neither  recognizes  the  claim  of  the 
Other  to  the  site,  which  the  Bible 
called  Mount  Moriah,  or  “my  holy 
hilltop.” 

This  35  acres  of  sacred  rock 
stands  at  the  heart  of  the  religious 
and  political  debate  over  the  future 
Of  Jerusalem,  a  problem  that  looms 
is  one  of  the  knottiest  of  the  Arab- 
Israeli  conflict. 

Site  of  the  Temple 

5  Jews  know  the  Mount  as  the  site 
i>{  their  biblical  Temple,  a  focus  for 
messianic  aspirations  and  the  reli¬ 
gious  center  of  ancient  Judaism,  of 
vjvhich  the  Western,  or  “Wailing” 
:Wall,  is  but  a  remnant. 

To  Muslims,  it  is  the  Mosque  of 
A1  Aksa,  where  the  golden  Dome  of 
the  Rock  shrine  marks  the  spot 
from  which  the  seventh-century 
prophet  Mohammed  ascended  to 
the  heavens. 

No  single  site  in  the  Holy  Land  is 
so  laden  with  centuries  of  religious 
tradition,  obscured  by  claims  and 
counter-claims  and  laced  with  polit¬ 
ical,  religious  and  archaeological  in¬ 
trigue— not  only  between  Muslims 
and  Jews,  but  internally  among 
Jewish  and  Muslim  factions  as  well. 

And  few  biblical  landmarks  con¬ 
vey  such  visual  awe  as  the  massive 
Dome  of  the  Rock  towering  above 
Jerusalem,  or  the  giant,  rough-hewn 
stones  of  the  Western  Wall. 

Core  of  the  issue 

“This  conflict  is  the  core  of  the 
core  of  the  core  of  the  Jerusalem  is¬ 
sue,”  says  Monsignor  Richard 
Mathes,  the  cultural  attach^  to  the 
Vatican  delegation  in  Jerusalem. 

"There  is  only  one  real  holy  site 
in  Judaism  and  this  is  the  site  where 
the  Temple  stood,”  says  Orthodox 


UMR  FILE  PHOTO 

JERUSALEM— Devout  Jews  pray  at  the  Western  "Wailing"  Wall  at  the  base  of  the  Herodian  Temple  in 
Jerusalem.  This  controversial  holy  place  is  sacred  to  three  world  religions  (see  accompanying  article). 


Rabbi  David  Rosen,  one  of  Israel’s 
pioneers  in  Jewish-Muslim  inter- 
faith  dialogue. 

“The  Bible  says,  ‘God  calls  his 
name  to  dwell’  in  the  Temple," 
adds  Rabbi  Rosen,  referring  to  the 
structure  originally  built  to  house 
the  stone  tablets  of  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments. 

“Jews  believe  the  Temple  is,  in 
effect,  the  spiritual  fulcrum  of  the 
universe.  The  source.  There  are  cir¬ 
cles  of  energy  and  sanctity  that  em¬ 
anate  from  the  Temple  Mount  to 
the  rest  of  the  world.” 

Islam's  third  shrine 

But  for  Jerusalem’s  Muslim  com¬ 
munity,  the  Jewish  claims  consti¬ 
tute  a  threat  to  a  site  that  is  Islam’s 
third  holiest  shrine  after  Mecca  and 
Medina  and  has  remained  under 


Muslim  control  for  most  of  the  past 
13  centuries. 

“Jews  and  Christians  may  look  to 
Jerusalem  as  their  holy  city.  But  it  is 
God’s  will  that  A1  Aksa  be  for  the 
Muslims,”  declares  Ekrima  Sa’aid  Sa- 
bri,  who  was  recently  appointed  Mufti 
of  Jerusalem  by  the  Palestine  Libera¬ 
tion  Organization’s  Yasser  Arafat. 

Since  Israel  captured  the  Temple 
Mount  during  the  conquest  of  Jeru¬ 
salem’s  walled  Old  City  in  1967,  a 
succession  of  largely  secular  Israeli 
governments  has  tried  to  sidestep 
the  contentious  issue,  preserving  an 
uneasy  “status  quo”  of  Muslim  con¬ 
trol  at  A]  Aksa  Mosque  and  Jewish 
dominance  at  the  adjacent  Western 
Wall  and  its  environs. 

But  the  arrangement  satisfied  no 
one. 


As  the  1 996  date  for  the  start  of 
Arab-Israeli  negotiations  over  the 
political  and  religious  status  of  Je¬ 
rusalem  draws  near,  resolving  the 
conflict  on  the  Mount  will  be  key  to 
the  success  of  the  talks. 

Highly  visible  symbols 

The  A1  Aksa  Mosque  and  the 
Western  Wall  are,  in  many  ways, 
the  most  highly  visible  symbols  of 
the  Jewish-Muslim  tension.  That 
tension  was  all  too  evident  in  Presi¬ 
dent  Bill  Clinton’s  abortive  attempt 
to  visit  the  sites  two  weeks  ago. 

The  president’s  pilgrimage  was  can¬ 
celed  after  Muslim  leaders  refused  to 
receive  the  president.  President  Clin¬ 
ton  was  escorted  by  Jerusalem  Mayor 
Ehud  Olmert,  who  has  sworn  that  Is¬ 
rael  will  never  give  up  sovereignty 
over  the  Temple  Mount. 


Films  hint  of  Aaron ,  David \  Ezekiel,  Daniel 


By  RON  SALFEN 


Aaron  was  mostly  inept  as  a 
priest,  and  so  was  Ed  Wood  as  a 
Hollywood  director. 

Both  operated  on  a  shoestring 
budget.  Both  knew  the  big-time 
players,  but  were  never  stars  them¬ 
selves,  though  they  had  a  cult  fol¬ 
lowing  anyway,  perhaps  because 
they  were  there  in  the  early  days, 
or  maybe  because  they  were  such 
lovable  bunglers.  (Aaron:  “I  put 
this  metal  in  the  fire  and  out  came 
this  golden  calf’  Exodus  32:24.  Ed 
Wood:  “It’s  a  perfect  film.”) 

One  wonders,  after  pondering 
the  biography  of  both,  if  the  cult 
following  is  justified  for  either. 

David  and  Bathsheba 

If  David  and  Bathsheba  are  go¬ 
ing  to  change  their  lives  that  much 
for  love  (2  Samuel  11),  you  at  least 
hope  that  there  were  enough 
sparks  flying  to  start  a  roaring  in¬ 
ferno.  Not  so  with  Love  Affair, 
with  Annette  Benning  and  Warren 
Beatty.  The  fact  that  they  are  mar¬ 
ried  in  real  life  may  have  robbed 
them  of  the  motivation  to  act  like 
they  cared  for  each  other,  and  to 
convince  the  rest  of  us. 

Love  Affair  is  a  bland  copycat  of 
the  Cary  Grant  original,  An  Affair 
To  Remember.  Both  are  as  harm¬ 
less  as  they  are  passionless. 

Ezekiel 

Slargate  operates  from  an  inter- 


The  Reporter  offers  media  re¬ 
views  to  help  readers  assess  the 
merit  of  various  media  offerings 
from  a  Christian  perspective.  Views 
presented  are  those  of  the  reviewer 
and  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
newspaper. 


down  to  the  evil  emperor  with  the 
electrocutioner’s  hands,  and  you’ll 
also  be  reminded  of  Ewoks  and 
tontons  and  starfighters.  But  the 
greatest  resemblance  is  to  Sparta- 
cus!  Sound  like  a  mishmash?  It  is. 

But  Stargate  is  also  great  fun,  if 
you  can  suspend  your  disbelief 
long  enough  to  enjoy  the  ride. 

Daniel 

The  Road  To  Wellville  is  a  spoof 
of  health  fads  and  health  spas 
through  the  vehicle  of  Dr.  Kellogg’s 
(of  com  flakes  fame)  tum-of-the-cen- 
tury  rip-off  for  the  idle  rich.  The  fea¬ 
ture  characters  alternate  between 
boorishness  and  crudity,  and  unlike 
Daniel  when  he  swears  off  the  rich 
stuff  (Daniel  1:8-17),  the  experience 
doesn’t  even  improve  their  appear¬ 
ance. 


esting  premise — that  there  really 
were  visitors  from  outer  space  in 
Old  Testament  times — but  instead 
of  the  spaceship  being  Ezekiel’s 
“wheel  within  a  wheel”  (Ezekiel 
1:16),  it’s  a  space  warp,  or  “star 
gate,”  accomplished  by  decipher¬ 
ing  hieroglyphic  codes,  and,  of 
course,  being  good  at  guessing 


what  they’re  thinking.  James 
Spader  is  the  professional  linguist 
who  is  not  quite  the  macho  ar¬ 
chaeologist  that  Harrison  Ford 
created  (in  Raiders  Of  The  Lost 
Ark  and  Temple  Of  Doom),  but  he 
does  get  the  girl. 

There’s  a  strong  borrowing  from 
the  Star  Wars  trilogy,  too,  even 


COLUMBIA  PICTURES  PHOTO  BV  MERRICK  MORTON 

HOLLYWOOD — Will  Lightbody  (Matthew  Broderick,  left)  is  ex¬ 
amined  by  the  unconventional  methpds  of  Dr.  John  Harvey  Kel¬ 
logg  (Anthony  Hopkins)  in  a  scene  from  "The  Road  to  Wellville." 


Compassion  shows  through  in  Union  sheriff 


"Howard's  a  man  of  deep  faith  and  is  very 
compassionate." 

— The  Rev.  Dale  Lym 


Baptist  Press 

UNION,  S.C. — Howard  Wells, 
the  Union  County  sheriff  who  won 
national  praise  for  his  professional¬ 
ism  in  handling  the  case  of  the  mur¬ 
dered  Smith  children,  won  praise  of 
another  kind  recently. 

“Howard’s  a  man  of  deep  faith 
and  is  very  compassionate,”  said 
the  Rev.  Dale  Lynch,  pastor  of  Mon 
Aetna  Baptist  Church. 

Although  Mr.  Wells’  profession 
prevents  him  from  holding  church 
office,  Mr.  Lynch  said,  he  has  been 


a  “faithful  member  of  the  church 
for  20  years.” 

Mon  Aetna  members  opened  the 
church  kitchens  to  help  feed  law  en¬ 
forcement  officers,  FBI  agents  and 
members  of  the  news  media  during 
the  10-day,  ill-fated  search  for  the 
boys.  As  many  as  175  meals  were 


served  in  one  night. 

Members  provided  sausage,  bis¬ 
cuits,  coffee,  snacks  and  a  fried 
chicken  dinner  with  dessert  and 
iced  tea. 

Reporters  from  magazines,  talk 
shows,  network  television  and  wire 
services  who  converged  at  the 


church  were  reportedly  impressed 
with  the  hospitality. 

During  the  search,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  helped  distribute  flyers  about 
the  missing  children  and  faxed 
copies  to  other  parts  of  the  nation. 
They  also  created  the  laminated 
cards  with  yellow  ribbons  worn  by 
the  Smith  family  during  the  ordeal. 

In  addition,  the  congregation 
formed  a  crisis-response  team  to 
help  residents  deal  with  emotional 
trauma  and  to  help  pastors  deal 
with  their  own  problems  stemming 
from  the  crisis. 


Book  asks,  'How  can 
we  discover  God?' 


By  CAROLYN  ROSS  TOMLIN 

Dr.  Larry  Crabb  in  his  latest 
book,  Finding  God.  explores  the 
age-old  question  of  how  we  discover 
a  personal  relationship  with  God. 

Today,  in  our  culture,  we  are  a 
people  preoccupied  with  solving  our 
own  problems  rather  than  finding 
God.  We  constantly  search  for  some¬ 
thing  we  can’t  find,  which  produces 
low  self-esteem.  We  seek  counseling, 
being  unfulfilled  in  our  lives.  Some 
join  a  recovery  group,  hoping  to 
solve  our  inner  most  problems. 

Dr.  Crabb  believes  that  when  we 
place  a  higher  priority  on  solving  our 
own  personal  problems,  than  on  pur¬ 
suing  God,  we  are  being  immoral! 

The  author  divides  the  book  into 
three  major  sections.  Section  I  ad¬ 
dresses  the  importance  of  finding 
God.  He  relates  a  personal  journey 
in  1991  when  his  brother  was  killed 
in  a  plane  crash.  He  writes,  “My 
body  writhed  in  pain  as  I  cried  out: 
‘God,  I  don’t  know  how  to  come  to 
you.  I  need  to  know  you,  to  sense 
your  presence,  to  feel  your  love, 
more  than  anything  else.  But  I  don’t 
know  what  to  do.  Every  path  I 
follow  leads  back  at  me.  I  must  find 
the  way  to  you!  I  know  you’re  all  I 
have.  But  I  don’t  know  you  well 
enough  for  you  to  be  all  I  need. 
Please  help  me  find  you.’  ” 
Throughout  the  book,  he  relies  on 
Hebrews  1 1:6:  “And  without  faith  it 
is  impossible  to  please  God,  be¬ 
cause  anyone  who  comes  to  him 
must  believe  that  he  exists  and  that 
he  rewards  those  who  earnestly  seek 
him.”  He  encourages  the  reader  to 
think  about  what  the  writer  of  He¬ 
brews  is  saying  to  people  who  want 
to  find  God.  Then,  he  asks  readers 
to  focus  on  the  life  of  Enoch  and 
understand  what  it  takes  to  come  to 
God — and  to  find  him. 

Section  II  talks  about  the  obsta¬ 
cles  to  finding  God.  The  writer  feels 
that  our  deepest  problem  and  worst 
sin  is  doubting  God.  Do  you  ever 


Review 


Finding  God  by  Larry  Crabb  (Zon- 
dervan  Publishing  House,  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  1993). 


doubt  God?  Do  you  think  that  God 
cannot  be  trusted  with  the  thing 
that  matter  most?  If  this  happens, 
then  we  take  over  the  responsibility 
for  our  own  well-being — with  disas¬ 
trous  results. 

The  last  portion,  section  III,  deals 
with  the  pathway  to  finding  God. 
He  speaks  of  darkness  before  light, 
and  mistakes  common  to  individ¬ 
uals. 

Interspersed  throughout  the  book 
are  sayings  that  command  the  read¬ 
er’s  attention.  These  often  summa¬ 
rize  the  ideas  portrayed  within  the 
chapters. 

Finding  God  will  lead  Christians 
to  know  God  in  a  more  personal 
way. 


Moving  Through  Your  Problems  Unvard 


Chaplains  want  more 
attention  to  youth 


By  ELLIOTT  WRIGHT 

United  Methodist  Newt  Service 

PAINTED  POST,  N.Y.— A 
groundswell  of  support  for  a  new 
United  Methodist  emphasis  on 
youth  emerged  at  the  recent  1994 
session  of  the  Rural  Chaplains  As¬ 
sociation,  meeting  at  a  retreat  cen¬ 
ter  near  Painted  Post. 

Loud  applause  and  cheers  greeted 
a  working  group’s  proposal  that  the 
1996  United  Methodist  General 
Conference,  the  church’s  top  legisla¬ 
tive  body,  declare  a  quadrennial  fo¬ 
cus  on  youth. 

Responding  to  the  concerns  of  ru¬ 
ral  youth  was  one  theme  explored 
by  the  85  participants  in  the  gather¬ 
ing  of  the  ecumenical  but  predomi¬ 
nantly  United  Methodist  association. 

“We  really  came  alive  when 
youth  came  up,”  said  Dale  Fooshee, 
a  former  farmer  who  is  president  of 
the  association.  Mr.  Fooshee  is 
council  on  ministries  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Kansas  East  An¬ 
nual  (regional)  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Dorsey  Walker,  the 
United  Methodist  director  of  Up¬ 
per  Sand  Mountain  Cooperative 


Adults  can  be  effective 
only  if  they  are  involved 
"because  they  care  about 
youth,"  says  the  Rev. 
Dorsey  Walker. 


Ministry  in  North  Alabama,  de¬ 
scribed  a  new  youth  center — now 
with  700  members — operated  in 
partnership  by  churches,  local  gov¬ 
ernment,  civic  groups  and  business¬ 
es  in  Rainesville,  Ala. 

Mr.  Walker  cautioned  that  effec¬ 
tive  youth  work  today  must  start 
with  ideas  and  activities  young  peo¬ 
ple  care  about.  Adults,  he  said,  can 
be  effective  only  if  they  are  in¬ 
volved  “because  they  care  about 
youth.” 

“Young  people  need  their  own 
safe  place,”  said  Gayle  Lesure,  a 
United  Methodist  deaconess  in  Po¬ 
cahontas  County,  W.Va.  “It  must 
be  safe  from  the  violence  of  the 
streets  and,  at  times,  from  the  vio-' 
lence  of  homes.” 

Mr.  Wright  is  a  reporter,  historian 
and  church  consultant. 


Carol  begins  Advent 


People,  look  east.  The  time  is  near 
Of  the  crowning  of  the  year. 

Make  your  house  fair  as  you  are  able. 
Trim  the  hearth  and  set  the  table. 
People,  look  east  and  sing  today: 
Love  the  Guest  is  on  the  way.  * 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  Advent  text  by  Eleanor  Far- 
jeon  was  one  of  six  texts  she  con¬ 
tributed  to  The  Oxford  Book  of 
Carols  in  1928.  Bom  in  London  in 
1881,  she  became  a  highly  respected 
writer  and  composer. 

In  1931,  at  the  request  of  Percy 
Dearmer,  she  wrote  “Morning  Has 
Broken,”  which  in  the  recent  de¬ 
cades  has  become  widely  known 
throughout  America  as  well  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  world. 

Dearmer,  Ralph  Vaughan  Wil¬ 
liams  and  Martin  Shaw  were  editors 
of  The  Oxford  Book  of  Carols,  a 
unique  collection  of  carols  of 
Christmas,  Easter,  and  other  sea¬ 
sons  of  the  year. 

Faijeon’s  delightful  hymn,  under 
the  heading  “Carol  of  the  Advent,” 
is  in  Part  II  of  this  collection  titled 
“Modern  Carols  Written  for  or 
Adapted  to  Traditional  Tunes.” 

The  stanzas  anticipate  with  great 
excitement  the  coming  of  our  Lord. 


History 
of  Hymns 

The  concluding  line  of  each  of  the 
five  six-line  stanzas  refers  to  Christ 
as  “Guest,”  “Rose,”  “Bird,” 
“Star,”  and  “Lord.” 

Farjeon  shaped  the  lines  of  her 
Advent  hymn  to  be  sung  to  the  old 
Besancon  carol  that  earlier  was  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  anonymous  text 
“Shepherds,  shake  off  your  drowsy 
sleep.” 

Carols  of  all  kinds,  dating  from 
medieval  times,  were  rediscovered 
in  the  middle  of  the  19th  Century. 
Songs  of  all  kinds,  including  bal¬ 
lads,  noels  and  joyful  folk  tunes, 
were  discovered  and  published  in 
many  collections. 

Carlton  R.  Young,  in  his  Com¬ 
panion  to  the  United  Methodist 
Hymnal,  suggests  “a  different  stan¬ 
za  may  be  sung  by  the  choir  as  a  call 
to  worship  each  of  the  four  Sundays 
in  Advent.” 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" Hail  to  the  Lord's  Anointed" 

(*Words  used  by  permission  David 
Higham  Associates,  Ltd.) 
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Centenary  College  of  Louisiana 

Shreveport,  Louisiana 


‘ONE  OF  THE  BEST  VALUES” 
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‘ONE  OF  THE  NATION’S  BEST  COLLEGES” 

_ U.S.  NEWS  A  WORLD  REPORT 


Fall  1994  Convocation  Address 

"These  Are  the  Tools  for  a  Lifetime" 

Graduate  Inspires  Students 
in  Talk  about  Centenary 


(Editor's  Note:  Dr.  Don  G.  Scroggin  of  Washington,  DC.,  a  1966  graduate 
of  Centenary,  delivered  the  annual  President's  Convocation  lecture  at  the 
College  on  August  30,  1994.  Portions  of  his  speech  are  reprinted  here  by 
permission.  Dr.  Scroggin  holds  a  doctorate  from  Harvard  University  and  a 
law  degree  from  Yale  University  and  is  one  of  the  nation 's  leading  experts  in 
environmental  law.) 

Each  of  us  has  some  special  place  where  many  of  our 
values  were  formed  and  where  indelible  memories  and 
experiences  helped  shape  who  we  are.  When  we  return  to 
that  place,  we  feel  the  warmth  of  coming  home.  Centenary 


College  is  such  a  place  for  me 
and  I  am  honored  today  to 
participate  in  the  Convocation 
of  this  170th  year  of  the  oldest 
institution  of  higher  learning 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

Some  people  today 
question  the  role  of  small 
liberal  arts  colleges  like 
Centenary  in  the  fast-moving 
professional  world,  which 
frequently  requires  specialized 
training.  Today  I  would  like 
to  address  briefly  the  value  I 
have  seen  in  such  a  liberal  arts 
education  for  students  of 
widely  varying  interests  and 
career  goals. 

Some  critics  of  a  liberal 
arts  education  argue  for  more 
specialized  and  focused 
training  for  a  career  or 
vocation.  Yet  the  facts  show, 
to  the  surprise  of  many,  that 
the  entering  classes  of  the 
nation’s  most  sought-after 
graduate  and  professional 
schools  and  any  list  of  this 
nation’s  most  prominent 
political,  intellectual, 
scientific,  artistic,  and  business 
leaders  have  significant 
numbers  coming  from  small 
liberal  arts  colleges  like 
Centenary. 

What  Centenary  and 
similar  liberal  arts  colleges 
offer  I  would  call  the  Tools 
for  a  Lifetime.  First  the  tools 
of  skepticism,  analysis, 
questioning,  synthesis,  and 
(certainly  for  a  church  school) 
irreverence.  Second,  the  tools 
of  expression— primarily  in 
writing,  but  also  in  music,  art, 
and  other  media.  This  tool  of 
expression  means  the  ability  to 
communicate  and  tell  others 
what  your  questioning  and 
analysis  have  discovered  or 
discerned. 

There  are  at  least  three 
categories  of  students  here 
today  .  . . 

I  would  suggest  today  to 
those  of  you  in  all  three 
categories  that  you  can  do  no 
better  than  acquiring  a  strong 
liberal  arts  education  such  as 
that  Centenary  offers  you. 

And  I  would  suggest  that  the 
facts  bear  out  this  observation 
for  each  of  the  three  categories 
of  you  out  there. 

These  Tools  for  a 
Lifetime  of  which  I  speak 
transcend  the  particular 
discipline  you  choose.  I 
learned  these  tools,  as  best  I 
could,  in  chemistry  class  and 
in  English,  in  art,  and  in 
history.  They  are  the  tools  of 


always  questioning  and  never 
accepting  at  face  value  a 
position  of  fact  merely 
because  it  purports  to  be 
authoritative.  It’s  never 
assuming  that  you  know  the 
answer  because  it  seems  so 
intuitive  or  politically  correct 
to  you.  The  ability  to  attack 
with  confidence  complex 
issues  and  reach  a  defensible 
position  which  you  can  then 
communicate  to  others 
convincingly  is  a  key  to 
success  in  almost  any  field.  A 
liberal  arts  education  offers 
you  these  tools. 

I  have  personally  spent 
the  last  20  years  of  my  life 
involved  in  environmental 
issues,  dealing  with  pollution 
to  air  and  water,  destruction  of 
wetlands,  and  the  fear  of 
poisons  in  pesticides  and  toxic 
pollutants.  I  am  always 
surprised  myself  at  how  little  I 
really  know  about  a  problem 
unless  1  go  back  to  the  basics 
of  using  these  tools— asking 
questions,  testing  assumptions, 
never  accepting  authority  just 
because  it  is  authoritative. 

Science  was  my  own 
field,  and  the  heart  of  the 
scientific  method  is  to  test 
theories  and  try  to  prove  them 
wrong.  Any  scientific 
development  or  discovery 
becomes  the  target  of  attack 
and  criticism.  Those  theories 
and  discoveries  that  endure- 
like  quantum  mechanics-past 
the  test  and  become  the  basis 
of  our  bold  new  technological 
society  that  transforms  our 
lives  with  computers,  air 
conditioning,  jet  airplanes,  and 
poetry  and  other  information 
transmitted  on  the  Internet  to 
far  comers  of  the  globe  that 
would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible. 

And  those  scientific 
theories  and  discoveries  that 
can’t  hold  up,  like  cold  fusion, 
fall  by  the  wayside  and  are 
discarded.  These  tools 
provide  the  means  of 
challenging  the  power  of 
demagogues— those  who  seek 
to  maximize  their  own  power 
by  playing  upon  the  public’s 
assumed  ignorance  and 
inability  to  question 
meaningfully. 

Centenary  offers  these 
Tools  for  a  Lifetime  to  each 
student  here  today.  I  urge  you 
to  take  them,  use  them,  and 
enjoy. 


^  <■  ^ 


Enjoying  Beauty  of  Campus 

CENTENARY’S  BEAUTIFUL,  TREE-STUDDED  CAMPUS  forms  the 
backdrop  for  organized  outdoor  Study  sessions  like  this  one  as  well  as 
encouraging  leisurely  strolls  and  chats  with  friends.  The  central  campus 
and  athletic  complex  are  located  on  65  wooded  acres  that  are  about  two 
miles  from  downtown  Shreveport.  Centenary  is  widely  known  for  its 
natural  beauty  and  the  stately  Georgian  architecture  of  its  buildings. 


High  School  Students  are  Invited 
to  Attend  Lagniappe  Days: 

Dec.  3,  Jan.  16,  March  11 


Centenary  College  will 
host  three  more  Lagniappe 
Days  between  December  and 
March  to  allow  high  school 
students  and  their  families  to 
visit  the  campus,  leam  about 
programs,  meet  faculty  and 
experience  college  life. 

Lagniappe  —  which  means 
"a  little  something  extra"  — 
will  be  offered  on  Saturdays 
Dec.  3  and  March  1 1  and  on 
Monday,  Jan.  16,  with 
students  able  to  stay  overnight 
on  Sunday,  Jan.  15. 

Special  and  separate 
schedules  are  provided  for 
parents. 

"These  special  days  give 
students  a  taste  of  the  campus, 
the  classes  and  the  community 
spirit  that  makes  Centenary 
such  a  special  place,"  said  Dr. 
Dorothy  Gwin,  dean  of 
enrollment  management. 

"They  are  designed  to  make 
visiting  easy  and  informative 
for  students  and  their 
families." 

Lagniappe  Days  cost  $10 
per  student.  While 
campus  housing  is  not 
provided  for  parents,  special 
hotel  room  rates  are  available 
for  those  who  make 
reservations  three  to  four 
weeks  in  advance. 

For  further  information 
or  student  reservations. 


'These  special 
days  give  students  a 
taste  of  the 
campus,  the  classes 
and  the  community 
spirit  that  makes 
Centenary  such  a 
special  place. ' 


please  contact  the 
Centenary  Office  of 
Admissions  at  1-800-234- 
4448. 

Centenary,  founded  in 
1 825,  is  the  oldest  private 
liberal  arts  college  west  of  the 
Mississippi. 

This  fall  Centenary  was 
ranked  No.  5  among  regional 
colleges  and  universities  in  the 
South  in  U.S.  News  &  World 
Report’s  listing  of  "America’s 
Best  College  Values." 

Money  Magazine  this  fall 
ranked  Centenary  12th  among 
the  nation’s  small  liberal  arts 
schools. 


Church  Careers  Program 
Celebrates  20  Years 
at  Centenary  College 


1  his  year  the  Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers  celebrates 
20  years  of  preparing  people  for  the  ministry.  The  School  of  Church 
Careers  is  an  exciting  community  where  students  come  and  prepare  for 
ministry  through  their  chosen  vocation. 

Centenary  students  seek 
preparation  in  a  wide  variety 
of  fields,  such  as: 

■  Christian  Education 

■  Religion 

■  Pre-graduate  /  Seminar 
Studies 

■  Sacred  Music 

■  Sociology 

■  Education  and 

■  A  variety  of  other 
fields. 

The  School  of  Church 
Careers  is  an  integral  part  of 
Centenary  College.  Centenary 
is  an  institution  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the 
oldest  private  liberal  arts 
college  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River.  Centenary  has  a  long 
and  distinguished  history  in 
educating  students  in  the 
traditions  of  the  liberal  arts 
and  sciences. 

Its  School  of  Church 
Careers  is  a  creative 
expression  of  CenJ^nary 
commitment  to  the 
contemporary  needs  of  the 
Church  and  society. 

In  the  program,  students 
are  challenged  to  leam  about 
life  and  people  and  the  world. 

They  are  invited  to  come  to 
know  themselves  in  ways  most 
people  never  get  a  chance  to 
do. 

Students  experience  a  new 
adventure  at  Centenary, 
traveling  new  roads  and 
retracing  some  old  ones. 

They  are  surrounded  by 
friendly  faces,  professors, 
administrators  and  students,  all 
in  an  environment  aimed  at 
helping  them  to  become  a 
whole  person  in  the  context  of 
a  growing  faith. 

>  A  substantial  part  of  the 
growth  process  is  the  blending 
of  the  various  elements  within 
the  Church  Careers  Program. 

Among  them  are: 

■  Field  education 
internships 

■  An  extensive  process  of 
journaling  and  small  groups 

■  Regular  colloquia  and 
worship  experiences. 


'Today  the 
Church  needs  men 
and  women  of 
vision  and 
imagination, 
persons  who  have 
a  vigorous  faith 
that  can  respond  to 
the  real  world  .  .  .' 


"The  needs  of  the  Church 
are  far  outpacing  the  supply  of 
trained  professional  in 
ministry,"  said  the  Rev.  Jayne 
Trammell-Kelly,  director  of 
the  program. 

"Today  the  Church  needs 
men  and  women  of  vision  and 
imagination,  persons  who  have 
a  vigorous  faith  that  can 
respond  to  the  real  world,  to 
real  people  who  are  as  diverse 
as  the  languages  they  speak 
and  the  beliefs  they  hold." 

Rev.  Trammell-Kelly 
points  out  that  those  in  the 
Centenary  School  of  Church 
Careers  "are  all  searching  for 
where  God  is  leading  us.  Not 
dll  of  us  are  called  to  be 
church  professionals,  but  we 
do  believe  God  can  call  any 
one  of  us  to  serve  in  any 
profession  .  .  .  medicine, 
education,  law,  ministry  .... 

God  needs  all  of  us,  lay  and 
clergy  alike,  in  the  church  and 
in  the  world,  serving.  Come 
search  with  us.  It  promises  to 
be  a  great  adventure! 


For  further  information  about  the 
Centenary  School  of  Church 
Careers,  call  (318)  869-5156. 
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Plan  to  Attend  1995 

VISION  2000 

Jan.  7,  Centenary  College 

or 

Jan.  21,  Dillard  University 

Both  events : 

9:15  a. m. -4:00  p.m. 


What  gift 
do  we  bring? 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden 

The  Governing  Board  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ, 
USA,  met  recently  in  New  Orleans.  The  United  Methodist  delegation 
had  dinner  together  the  evening  before. 

Bishop  Mel  Talbert  (a  former  Louisianan)  announced  that  during 
the  opening  worship  service  each  member  denomination  (there  are  32) 
would  be  asked  to  designate  a  representative  who  would  “offer  a  gift” 
at  the  time  of  the  offering.  The  gift  would  be  the  unique  contribution 
each  communion  makes  to  the  church  universal.  There  was  silence  as 
the  40  or  50  persons  (delegates,  alternates  and  visitors)  meditated. 
What  is  the  unique  gift  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  to  the  church 
universal?  An  energetic  discussion  followed.  No  consensus  was 
reached.  As  I  listened,  I  thought  what  an  impossible  task!  I  also 
breathed  a  prayer  of  thanks  that  I  didn’t  have  to  come  up  with  the  an¬ 
swer  —  if  there  was  an  answer! 

Finally,  since  no  consensus  could  be  reached,  Bishop  Talbert  sug¬ 
gested  we  move  on.  As  the  next  agenda  item  was  discussed,  Mel  came 
over  to  my  chair  and  whispered  in  my  ear.  “Will  you  represent  us? 
Whatever  you  say  will  be  all  right.” 

I  thought  about  the  issue  during  the  remainder  of  the  meeting  and 
well  into  the  night.  I  even  called  theologians  I  respect.  No  clear 
“unique  gift”  emerged.  Then  early  the  next  morning  there  really  was 
something  like  a  word  from  the  Lord. 

When  the  time  came  for  the  offering  in  the  opening  worship  service, 
here  is  what  I  offered  as  the  unique  gift  The  United  Methodist  Church 
brings  to  the  church  universal: 

The  uniqueness  of  United  Methodism  and  its  gift  to  the  church 
catholic  is  the  uniting  of  grace  and  good  works 

grace  that  surrounds  us  before  our  awareness  of  it 
grace  that  pushes  us  to  grow  toward  God’s  love 
grace  that  unites  a  warm  heart  and  social  witness 
a  heart  habitually  filled  with  loveoTGod  and  neighbor 
a  social  witness  grounded  in  spirituality 
a  passionate  concern  for  changed  lives  united  with 
a  prophetic  concern  for  a  changed  society. 

One  example  of  this  convergence  is  our  Women’s  Division  which 
nurtures  the  church  and  nudges  it  into  prophetic  action. 


Making  a  difference . . . 

VISION  2000  sessions  in  '95 
to  be  held  on  two  UM  campuses 

The  two  VISION  2000  sessions 
for  1995  will  be  held  at  the  only  two 
Louisiana  UM  institutions  of  high¬ 
er  learning,  Dillard  University  in 
New  Orleans  and  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  of  Louisiana  in  Shreveport. 

Rev.  Carl  Rhoads  III,  VISION 
2000  chair  and  superintendent  of 
North  Shore  District,  said,  “I  am 
excited  about  our  being  on  the  other 
UM-related  campus,  Dillard,  since 
we  have  previously  met  at  two  other 
colleges  for  VISION  2000  and  we 
frequently  hold  meetings  including 
Annual  Conference  at  Centenary.” 

The  initial  VISION  2000  training 
session  for  1995  will  be  held  on  the 
first  weekend  of  the  new  year,  Sat¬ 
urday,  Jan. 7,  at  Centenary  College. 

A  similar  VISION  2000  training 
session  for  people  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  state  is  set  for  two  weeks 
later  on  Saturday,  Jan.  21,  at  Dil¬ 
lard. 

Middle  of  program 

“We  are  at  mid-point  in  the  VI¬ 
SION  2000  program  since  this  will 
be  our  third  year,  “  Rhoads  said. 

“We  know  where  we’re  going,  what 
works  and  what  doesn’t.” 

Local  churches  selected  one  of 
four  areas  of  interest  —  serving, 
nurturing,  inviting  or  celebrating  — 
at  Charge  Conferences. 

Since  there  is  only  one  left,  they 
also  know  what  the  emphasis  will 
be  for  the  following  year. 

Churches  will  continue  to  do  the 
first  two  while  embracing  the  third 
area. 

Purpose  of  program 

Rhoads  was  asked  how  VISION 
2000  got  started  and  what  was  its 
purpose. 

“Several  years  ago  the  Confer¬ 
ence  wanted  to  examine  what  made 
some  churches  lively  and  vital  while 
others  were  not  doing  as  well,”  he 
said.  “We  held  Listening  Posts 


around  the  state  and  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  vital  churches  reach  out 
in  service  to  communities  and  the 
world  while  still  nurturing  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  their  own  congregations. 

“These  churches  are  inclusive  as 
they  reach  out  both  arms  to  be  in¬ 
viting  congregations  and  they  share 
the  joy  of  Christian  love  in  celebrat¬ 
ing  worship. 

“While  there  are  other  qualities 
that  identify  the  vital  congrega¬ 
tions,  these  were  the  ones  that  we 
heard  the  most  about.  We  decided 
to  take  them  one  at  a  time  and  have 
each  local  congregation  emphasize  a 
different  area  each  year.” 

Uniquely  Louisiana 

Although  there  is  a  denomina¬ 
tion-wide  emphasis  known  as  VI¬ 
SION  2000,  the  one  in  Louisiana 
Conference  is  unique  in  that  our 
own  models  were  designed  by  the 
people  in  the  Conference  especially 
for  the  local  churches  of  the  state. 

Materials  were  written  by  local 
Task  Forces  and  these  groups  have 
been  conducting  the  sessions  which 
also  have  featured  nationally- 
known  experts. 

“The  idea  of  VISION  2000  is  that 
by  the  year  2000  we  hope  to  im¬ 
prove  our  churches  and  do  a  better 
job  in  serving,  nurturing,  inviting 
and  celebrating  in  our  local  congre¬ 
gations,”  Rhoads  stated. 

“This  intentional  effort  is  already 
making  our  congregations  stronger, 
livelier  and  more  vital.  Results  may 
be  seen  in  all  of  our  districts  around 
the  Conference.” 


ADVENT 


Connectional  ministries:  People  helping  people  in  need 


174  churches  are  100  percent 
paid  up  on  1994  apportionments 


One-hundred  percent  of  connec¬ 
tional  ministry  apportionments  had 
been  paid  by  174  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference’s  574  churches  by  Octo¬ 
ber  and  many  others  were  on  sched¬ 
ule  to  pay  their  full  amount  by  the 
end  of  1994,  Dr.  Stone  W.  Caraway, 
Conference  treasurer,  reports. 

Louisiana  Conference  churches 
paid  $3,734,859  or  63.28  percent  of 
apportionments  to  the  Conference 
treasurer’s  office  during  the  first  10 
months  of  1994.  This  is  1.85  per¬ 


cent  ahead  of  payments  the  same 
time  last  year. 

Apportionment  receipts  are 
$208,840  above  the  first  10  months 
of  1993.  “After  a  1.87  percent  de¬ 
crease  in  1993  from  the  previous 
year,  the  1994  trend  is  very  encour¬ 
aging,"  Dr.  Caraway  said. 

He  mentioned  the  Sept.  16,  1994, 
issue  of  Louisiana  United  Method¬ 
ist,  Conference  newspaper,  which 
featured  a  comprehensive  layout 
showing  how  the  money  is  used.  To 


order  additional  quantities  of  that 
front  page  or  a  brochure  containing 
the  same  information  call  a  district 
office  or  the  Conference  treasurer’s 
office,  (504)  346-1646. 

“If  it  is  true  as  has  been  said 
many  times,  ‘The  need  of  a  person 
to  give  is  more  basic  than  the  need 
of  the  church  to  receive,’  then  is  it 
not  also  true  that  our  giving  to  the 
connectional  ministries  is  a  matter 
of  people  who  need  people  all  help¬ 
ing  one  another?  The  church  as  an 
institution  is  only  the  facilitator,” 
Dr.  Caraway  stated. 

“November  and  December  are  al¬ 
ways  the  months  of  the  greatest  giv¬ 
ing  to  missional  causes.  We  have 


strong  indications  that  more 
churches  will  be  at  the  100  percent 
goal  by  this  year’s  end.” 

To  help  facilitate  this  even  more, 
the  Conference  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration's  Executive 
Committee  has  extended  by  one 
week  the  time  to  send  in  the  1994 
apportionments. 

Because  of  recent  computer  up¬ 
dating  and  because  1995  begins  on 
a  Sunday  and  has  53  Sundays,  all 
apportionments  credited  for  1994 
must  be  in  the  Conference  office  by 
5  p.m.  Wednesday,  Jan.  1 1 . 

The  following  churches,  listed  by 
districts,  had  paid  100  percent  as  of 
Oct.  28: 

ACADIANA 


New  Mandeville  church  to  hold  first  service 


The  new  church  being  organized 
in  North  Shore  District,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  the  Servant  in 
Mandeville,  has  scheduled  its  first 
worship  service  Sunday,  Dec.  4. 
The  worship  service  is  to  be  held  in 
a  building  at  1905  Highway  59, 
Mandeville,  near  the  10  acres  of 
property  owned  by  the  church  on 
Highway  1088. 

“An  ad  in  the  paper  this  summer 
invited  people  interested  in  forming 
a  new  church  to  meet  with  me,” 
Rev.  Barry  Hughes,  pastor,  said. 
From  that  response  there  emerged  a 
“core  group.”  These  people,  of  all 
ages,  have  met  weekly,  since  August 
in  homes  and  in  the  rented  building 
for  Bible  study. 

Originally,  4,000  persons  in  the 
area  of  the  property  had  been  con¬ 
tacted  by  telephone.  Of  that  group, 
about  400  responded  by  showing  an 
interest  in  the  new  church. 

The  building  being  rented  was 
formerly  a  recording  studio  decorat¬ 
ed  inside  with  mis-matched  paint. 

“We  repainted  it  and  turned  it 


Rev.  Barry  Hughes 


into  a  worship  space,"  Hughes  said. 
The  small  group  also  chose  the 
name.  United  Methodist  Church  of 
the  Servant.  The  name  is  a  state¬ 
ment  of  what  they  want  to  be  —  a 
church  involved  in  mission.” 

The  first  offering  taken  by  the 
group  was  given  100  percent  to  help 
build  the  church  in  Ekaterinburg, 


Russia. 

The  Rev.  Carl  E.  Rhoads  III,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  North  Shore 
District,  said  the  land  valued  at 
about  $85,000  was  provided  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  Church  Exten¬ 
sion  which  also  provides  a  salary 
for  the  minister  and  initial  funds 
with  which  to  operate. 

A  low-interest  loan  from  the  UM 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  was  an¬ 
other  aid  for  the  new  church. 
Hughes  expressed  a  need  for  addi¬ 
tional  funding  explaining  that  much 
of  the  initial  grant  is  being  used  to 
rent  a  building. 

Hughes  and  Rhoads  said  individ¬ 
ual  churches  in  the  district  had  been 
cooperative  in  providing  chairs  and 
other  supplies,  assisting  the  fledg¬ 
ling  congregation  with  telephone 
surveys  and  in  other  ways. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Rhoads  are  to  be 
present  for  the  initial  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  Other  guests  will  include  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ray  Triplett,  who  are 
members  of  St.  Timothy  UMC 
which  they  helped  to  organize. 


McGowen,  Jeanerette/St.  Paul, 
Fitzgerald,  Mt.  Zion,  Melville,  Na- 
poleonville/Wesley,  St.  James, 
Briggs,  New  Roads/First,  Patterson, 
Vacherie,  Magnolia. 

ALEXANDRIA 

Fellowship,  MacArthur  Drive,  St. 
Marks,  Pleasant  Grove,  Wilton, 
Sander’s  Chapel,  Strange,  Lahey 
Chapel,  White’s  Chapel,  Campti, 
St.  Maurice,  Boyce/First,  Mt.  Zion, 
Jena/Nolley  Memorial,  Belah,  Bay¬ 
ou  Chicot,  Cheneyville,  Beulah, 
Melder,  Sieper,  College  Avenue, 
Provencal,  Weaver,  Emmanuel, 
Pollock,  Liberty  Chapel,  Eddy  Jus- 
tiss  Memorial,  Eden,  Selma,  Winn- 
field/First,  Couley. 

BATON  ROUGE 
Clear  Creek,  Convent/St.  James, 
Donaldsonville/First,  Donaldson- 
ville/St.  Peter,  Belle  Rose/St.  James, 
Carpenter’s  Chapel,  LeJeune,  Hurst 
Chapel,  Bluff  Creek,  Tunica. 

LAKE  CHARLES 
Wakefield,  Maxie,  Hopewell, 
Pine  Grove,  Gueydan,  Kaplan, 
Hayes,  Iowa,  Leesville/First,  Holly 
Grove,  Leesville/Mt.  Zion,  Macedo¬ 
nia,  Haskin’s  Chapel,  Oakdale,  Pine 
Prairie,  Oberlin,  Prospect,  Eben- 
ezer,  Branch,  Hackberry. 


Joy  of  Christmas  season  shared  in  churches 


The  second  Advent  candle  will  be 
lighted  in  churches  and  in  homes 
Sunday,  Dec.  4. 

Seasonal  activi¬ 
ties  and  worship 
are  to  be  held  as 
additional  ones 
are  planned  by 
local  congrega¬ 
tions.  Advent  in¬ 
spires  Christians 
to  be  creative  in 
song,  giving  and  other  forms  of  wor- 
ship.  Chrismon  trees  and  other 
Christian  symbols  may  now  be  seen 
in  churches. 

Gretna  UMC  will  present  a 
Christmas  pageant,  “Journey  to 
Bethlehem”  Saturday,  Dec.  10,  at 
the  church.  Scenery,  props  and 
lighting  will  enhance  the  5  and  7 
p.m.  performances.  The  pageant  “is 
unusual;  it’s  fun,  it’s  spiritually  up¬ 
lifting  and  it’s  awe-inspiring,”  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted  said. 
“It  will  add  joy  and  fulfillment  to 
the  holiday  season.” 

First  UMC,  Mansfield,  plans  a 
live  nativity  scene  on  the  lawn  of  the 
church  Dec.  21-23,  Susan  Poole,  pub¬ 
licity  chair,  reports.  The  tableau  will 
be  on  the  Polk  side  of  the  church  lo¬ 


cated  at  Polk  and  Monroe;  Polk  Street 
is  also  Highway  84  in  Mansfield. 

“We  hope  the  public  will  walk  or 
drive  by  and  view  this  live  nativity 
reenactment  and  it  will  enrich  the 
holiday  season  for  them,”  she  said. 

Music  of  Christmas 

The  Christmas  Cantata  at  Walker 
UMC  this  year  will  be  “First 
Christmas”  by  Joe  E.  Parks.  Sched¬ 
uled  for  7  p.m.  Wednesday,  Dec. 
21,  the  musical  program  will  be  a 
joint  effort  of  Walker  UMC  and 
Mangum  Chapel. 

“Red,  Green  and  Evergreen,” 
held  recently  at  Akin’s  Nursery  was 
a  benefit  for  homeless  families  of 
Providence  House  in  Shreveport.  A 
number  of  UM  churches  in  the 
Shreveport  area  contribute  to  the 
work  of  that  agency.  The  nursery 
donated  a  percentage  of  proceeds  of 
the  day’s  sale  to  Providence  House. 

Enhancing  the  season  for  mem¬ 
bers  of  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  and 
others  is  a  cassette  recording  by  the 
church’s  music  groups,  soloists  and 
organist.  The  “Music  for  Christ¬ 
mas”  also  is  available  in  compact 
disc! 

To  help  people  remember  loved 


Mayor  names  Bishop  Oden  'Official  Cajun' 
at  Abbeville/Pecan  Island  anniversary 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  may 
never  be  the  same  again. 

When  the  bishop  visited  the 
Abbeville-Pecan  Island  UM 
Charge  to  help  celebrate  two  an¬ 
niversaries,  he  was  named  an 
“Official  Cajun.”  Mayor  Brady 
Broussard  made  the  proclama¬ 
tion  and  also  presented  Bishop 
Oden  with  the  keys  to  the  city. 

The  occasion  for  celebration 
was  the  125th  anniversary  of 
the  Abbeville  Church  and  the 
90th  year  of  the  Pecan  Island 
UMC. 

The  Abbeville  Church  pre¬ 
sented  the  bishop  with  a  check 
for  $1,000  toward  construction 
of  the  Conference  Center.  Bish¬ 


op  Oden  preached  a  sermon  ti¬ 
tled,  “Where  the  Cross 
Intersects  the  Flame.” 

Former  pastors  of  the  charge 
sent  anniversary  greetings. 
These  included  the  Reverends 
Ed  Dillworth,  Henry  Bowdon, 
Terry  Willis  and  Robert  Crich- 
low.  The  family  of  the  late  Rev. 
Tracy  Arnold,  another  former 
pastor,  participated  in  the  ob¬ 
servance. 

Current  minister  of  the 
charge.  Rev,  Barry  Hoekstra, 
said  he  is  “looking  forward  to 
what  the  future  holds  in  store 
for  these  two  dynamic 
churches.” 


ones  at  Christmas  and  aid  missions, 
United  Methodist  Women  of  St. 
Paul’s  UMC,  Harahan,  will  provide 
gift-wrapped  copies  of  their  new 
cook  book.  Titled  “Treasured  Reci¬ 
pes”  it  includes  favorites  which 
have  been  tested,  Gloria  Roth, 
UMW  secretary,  reports.  For  addi¬ 
tional  information  or  to  obtain 
copies  contact  St.  Paul’s  UMC, 
6500  Jefferson  Highway,  Harahan 
LA  70123;  phone,  504-737-0961. 

Season's  events 

St.  Paul’s  UMC,  Shreveport,  is 
engaged  in  a  season-long  celebra¬ 
tion  which  includes  a  worship  at¬ 
tendance  crusade.  Inactive 
members  will  be  urged  to  again  par¬ 
ticipate.  The  series  of  services,  con¬ 
ducted  by  Rev.  G.  L.  Thomas, 
pastor,  started  on  Bible  and 
Thanksgiving  Sunday.  Next,  fam¬ 
ilies  participated  in  The  Blessing  of 
the  Advent  Wreath,  Rev.  Caria 
Sneed,  evangelism  work  area  chair, 
reports.  A  special  service  will  be 
held  on  Christmas  Day  which  this 
year  falls  on  Sunday.  Concluding 
the  series  will  be  Wesley’s  Covenant 
Service  on  Jan.  1 . 

During  the  Advent  Season  the 
sanctuary  of  Blackwater  UMC, 
Baker,  where  Rev.  Doug  deGraffen- 
ried  is  pastor,  will  be  graced  by  the 
beauty  of  poinsettias,  wreaths  and 
garlands  of  evergreens.  These  may 
be  donated  in  memory  or  in  honor 
of  someone.  This  is  a  tradition  in 
many  congregations. 


MONROE 

Baskin,  Reily  Memorial,  Crow- 
ville,  Pioneer,  Grayson,  Mangham, 
Oak  Ridge,  Holly  Ridge,  Bartholo¬ 
mew,  St.  Joseph,  Harrisonburg/First. 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Arabi,  Grand  Isle,  Hahnville/St. 
James,  Thomas,  Lutcher,  New  Or¬ 
leans/ Asbury,  Metairie,  Felicity,  La- 
Harpe,  Napoleon  Avenue,  Shaw 
Temple,  Williams. 

NORTH  SHORE 

Independence,  Wesley  Ray,  Live 
Oak,  Mary’s  Chapel,  Harry’s  Cha¬ 
pel,  Bush,  Waldheim,  Days,  Center, 
Darlington,  Wesley  Chapel,  James 
Chapel,  Livingston,  Montpelier, 
Springfield/First,  Talisheek,  Sun, 
Tangipahoa,  Pine  Ridge,  Mangum 
Chapel,  Corbin. 

RUSTON 

Ansley,  Lisbon,  Arcadia,  Mt. 
Mariah,  Arizona,  Bernice,  Beech 
Grove,  Summerfield,  Beulah,  Con¬ 
cord,  Choudrant,  Douglas,  Mt. 
Nebo,  Sibley,  Dubach,  Gibsland, 
Oak  Grove,  Harmony  Chapel, 
Shongaloo,  Heflin,  Brushwood, 
Dodson,  New  Hope.  Wesley  Cha¬ 
pel,  Mt.  Zion,  Pilgrims  Rest,  Beth¬ 
lehem,  Wesley  Chapel,  Sarepta, 
Whitehall,  Colquitt,  Evergreen. 

SHREVEPORT 

Wesley  Chapel,  Crossroads,  Beth¬ 
any,  Hosston,  Gilliam,  Ida, 
Rodessa,  Keatchie,  Grand  Cane, 
Oil  City,  Pleasant  Valley,  Shady 
Grove,  Rosa,  St.  Matthew,  Con¬ 
verse,  Noble,  Asbury,  Faith,  Fellow¬ 
ship,  Momingside,  Johnson  Chapel, 
Shreveport/Trinity,  Haughton. 
Round  Grove. 


In  Memoriam 


Mittie  S.  Carruth,  64,  wife  of 
Rev.  Angus  Carruth,  pastor  of 
Meadows  UM  Chapel,  died  Nov.  6. 

A  family  graveside  service  was 
held  Nov.  7. 

A  memorial  service  was  conduct¬ 
ed  Nov.  13  in  First  UMC,  Ham¬ 
mond. 

In  addition  to  her  husband,  she  is 
survived  by  a  daughter  and  three 
sons. 

*  *  * 

Helen  Barabin,  78,  surviving 
spouse  of  Rev.  Walter  Barabin, 
Louisiana  Conference  minister, 


died  Nov.  9  in  Franklin. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Nov. 
12  in  Godman  UMC  near  Baldwin. 
She  is  survived  by  a  son. 

*  *  * 

Ella  Mae  Wesley,  surviving 
spouse  of  Rev.  Marshall  Wesley, 
Louisiana  Conference  minister, 
died  Nov.  5. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Nov. 
10  in  St.  Paul  UMC,  Jeanerette. 
Dismissal  was  Nov.  1  1  at  the 
church. 

She  is  survived  by  eight  grown 
children. 


Faith  forum 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 

Advent  hope 
beats  today's 
'hip'  hype 

"When  you  listen  to  radio,  you  hear  the 
canned,  frozen,  processed  flutter  being  dished  to 
the  world  as  the  American  kind  of  music  today. 

. . .  The  world  doesn 't  need  any  more  hip.  Hip  is 
dead.  The  world  doesn't  need  any  more  cool, 
more  clever.  The  world  needs  more  substantial 
things.  The  world  needs  more  greatness. " 

— Musician  Billy  Joel 

" 0  come,  O  come.  Emmanuel, 

"And  ransom  captive  Israel, 

“ That  mourns  in  lonely  exile  here 
"Until  the  Son  of  God  appear." 

— Latin  hymn  translated  by  John  M.  Neale, 
1851. 

Billy  Joel’s  recent  comment  may  not  be  on  a 
theological  par  with  John  M.  Neale’s  hymn. 

Nevertheless,  its  disturbing  truth  underscores 
the  abiding  relevance  of  the  hymn’s  message  to 
people  of  the  late  20th  Century. 

Just  look  around.  So  much  in  contemporary 
culture  that  fills  our  ears  and  our  souls  is  little 
more  than  "processed  flutter” — surely  a  downer 
for  anyone  who  seeks  a  life  of  enduring  quality. 

Vacuous  entertainment,  mindless  celebration 
of  "hip”  and  being  “with  it,”  exaltation  of  the 

- fashionably  “cool 

¥h  /-I  j  fr'if'i  jal  and  clever,”  a  waste- 
l^Clllf/1  1CI1  fui  throw-away  soci- 
ety  . .  .  add  your  own 
symptoms  and  examples  of  how  things  of  sub¬ 
stance  get  buried  under  the  world’s  fluff  and 
hype. 

Add  further  what  too  often  happens  to  any¬ 
one  who  seeks  to  rise  above  such  superficiality 
and  pursue  substance,  depth  and — dare  one 
think  it? — greatness.  A  pervasive  climate  of 
cynicism  and  disbelief  crowds  out  expectation 
that  greatness  is  possible  or  even  desirable. 

Into  such  a  world  penetrates  again  the  sound 
of  Christian  congregations  singing  an  Advent 
hymn  of  seemingly  preposterous  hope:  That  a 
Deliverer  will  come  to  lead  us  from  our  exile 
amid  the  hip,  the  cool  and  the  clever. 

Advent  living,  or  the  willingness  to  proclaim 
and  live  hope  in  the  face  of  all  that  denies  it, 
stamps  one  as  a  follower  of  Jesus,  the  One  who 
both  bears  our  hope  and  is  our  hope. 

This  kind  of  living  in  word  and  deed  points  to 
where  God  tells  us  that  substance  and  greatness  lie: 

■  Among  the  “last”  and  not  the  “first”; 

■  Among  those  who  “lose”  their  lives  in  de¬ 
votion  to  God  and  not  among  those  who  “find” 
their  lives  in  enslaving  self-absorption; 

■  Among  those  who  are  so  eager  to  live  lives 
that  matter  that  they  are  willing  to  die  for  their 
ideals. 

The  aforementioned  hallmarks  of  our  faith 
prompt  us  to  agree  with  Mr.  Joel:  Our  hip  and 
clever  world  gropes  blindly  for  substance  and 
greatness. 

Amid  such  darkness  the  greatest  gift  we  can 
bestow  upon  the  world  is  the  Light  of  Christ,  for 
■we,  too,  were  once  the  “people  who  walked  in 
darkness”  (Isaiah  9:2b). 

Each  candle  of  hope  we  light — on  the  altar 
and  in  our  lives — will  lead  others  toward  the 
One  who  embodies  the  substance  of  God  and 
who  inspires  us  to  greatness. 
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Every  candle  of  hope  we  light  this  Advent 
season — on  our  altars  and  in  our  lives — 
will  lead  our  too-hip,  too-clever  world  to¬ 
ward  the  substance  and  greatness  of  Jesus 
Christ  (see  related  editorial  above). 


Church  leaders'  anti-Israel  diatribe  unjustified 


The  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er  continues  to  print  articles 
against  Israel  and  its  treatment  of 
the  Palestinians.  1  have  yet  to  see 
a  balanced  article  which  attempts 
to  see  both  perspectives.  John  A. 
Lovelace’s  Nov.  1 1  article  in 
which  the  Revs.  Joe  Hale  and 
Bob  Hannum  attack  President 
Clinton’s  visit  to  Israel  is  a  case 
in  point. 

I’ve  traveled  to  Israel  five  times 
in  the  past  five  years.  My  last  visit 
included  staying  in  East  Jerusalem 
among  the  Palestinians.  I’m  not 
happy  with  their  plight,  anymore 
than  I’m  happy  with  the  plight  of 
many  Indians  in  Oklahoma  or 
Blacks  in  ghettos  or  the  poor  in 
my  own  city.  Yet  I  hear  very  little 
condemnation  of  white  Americans 
for  allowing  such  conditions,  to 
continue. 

The  liberal  church  (and  I  num¬ 
ber  myself  as  one  of  them)  has 
turned  1 80  degrees  away  from  Is¬ 
rael  during  the  past  few  years  and 
is  now  postured  to  attack  Israel 
as  the  great  evil  of  the  world.  I 
am  quite  confident  that  if  Okla¬ 
homa  were  completely  surround¬ 
ed  by  enemies  as  Israel  has  been 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


historically,  I  would  be  as  con¬ 
cerned  for  my  security  as  Israelis 
are. 

The  Palestinian  situation  is  not 
the  result  of  “1.8  million  stateless 
people  suffering  at  the  hands  of  the 
Israeli  government.”  It  is  a  result  of 
Palestinians  who  keep  shooting 
themselves  in  the  foot  and  a  self- 
imposed  and  Arab-imposed  refu¬ 
gee  situation  perpetuated  by  the 
United  Nations. 

Simply  because  some  (very 
few,  actually)  Palestinians  are 
Christians  doesn’t  justify  the 
anti-Israeli  diatribe  that  I  contin¬ 
ue  to  hear,  among  my  colleagues 
in  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  I  see- little,  if  any,  effort 
being  made  to  support  Israel  in 
its  most  precarious  position. 

C.  Nicky  Blackford 
Midwest  City,  Oklahoma 

We  commend  you 

We  commend  the  Reporter  for 


its  willingness  to  present  to  its 
readers  those  facts  and  opinions 
which  are  necessary  for  compre¬ 
hension  of  the  issues  underlying 
relations  among  the  governments 
and  people  of  the  United  States, 
Israel,  the  Palestinians  and  the 
religious  faiths  concerned. 

You  do  a  great  service  to  those 
who  would  otherwise  be  in¬ 
formed  of  Middle  East  issues 
only  through  the  astigmatic  vi¬ 
sion  of  the  secular  media. 

As  persistent  students  and  ac¬ 
tivists  for  a  more  enlightened  re¬ 
lationship  with  the  Palestinians 
and  other  Arab  populations  of 
the  region,  we  and  other  United 
Methodists  have  an  appreciation 
of  the  difficulties  which  must  be¬ 
set  the  staunch  efforts  of  you  and 
others  such  as  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Luecker 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

Everyday  ecumenism 

The  editorial,  “Signposts  on 
the  quest  toward  unity”  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  1 1)  is  not  only  time¬ 
ly  but  raises  a  number  of  issues 
so  true  yet  so  overlooked  in  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism  today.  We  have 


Pontius'  Puddle 


WELL,  PONTIUS, 
WHAT  DO  _ 
you  THINK  < 


do  vo o  Realize  that  ao 

MILLION  PEOPLE  DIED  OF 

hon&erthis  past  year? 

THAT'S 200 TIMES  MORE 
THAN  THE  NOM3ER  OF 


PROPHETS  APE  NOT 
APPRECIATED  IN  THEIR  OWN 
LAND  -  NOR  DURING- THE 
HOLIDAY  season. 


conditioned  ourselves  to  think  of 
ecumenism  as  an  institutional 
yearning  without  realizing  that  it 
primarily  occurs  all  around  us 
daily  and  weekly. 

The  examples  you  cite  of 
CROP  walks,  caring  ministries 
and  interfaith  services  are  excel¬ 
lent  examples  of  grass-roots  ecu¬ 
menism  sought  to  be  furthered 
by  the  “Churches  in  Covenant 
Communion”  agreement  which 
the  1996  General  Conference 
will  consider.  Adopting  this  doc¬ 
ument  will  set  the  stage  for  lay 
and  clergy  leadership  together  in 
cooperative  education,  mission 
and  worship  as  never  before. 

The  editorial’s  final  ques¬ 
tion — “How  can  we  go  beyond 
once-a-year  Thanksgiving  wor¬ 
ship  to  witness  and  work  for  the 
one  world  under  God?” — is  one 
needing  to  be  heard  and  an¬ 
swered.  I  believe  that  a  signifi¬ 
cant  answer  will  be  a  big  “Yes!” 
to  covenanting  relationships  in 
neighborhoods,  towns  and  coun¬ 
ties,  not  just  because  of  coopera¬ 
tion,  financial  efficiency  or  habit, 
but  that  the  world  might  believe. 

Byrd  L.  Bonner 

San  Antonio,  Texas 

Editor's  note:  Mr.  Bonner  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Commission  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns. 

Thoughts  on  families 

I  have  found  the  continued 
discussion  of  ministry  to  single¬ 
parent  families  most  interesting 
(see  UMR,  Nov.  1 1).  As  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  who  has  had 
experience  working  with  many 
single-parent  families  in  our 
churches,  I  have  learned  that 
these  families  bring  the  church  a 


great  gift. 

The  women  (mostly)  who  head 
these  families  know  they  can’t 
survive  without  community. 
They  call  us  as  church  to  live  the 
promises  we  make  to  our  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  at  baptism.  They 
ask  us  to  serve  as  emergency 
back-ups,  to  coach  teams,  to  take 
children  hiking  and  camping,  to 
say  “Yes!”  to  teaching  Sunday 
School  and  leading  youth  groups, 
to  remind  sons  to  remove  their 
caps  in  church,  to  provide 
healthy  relationship  role  mod¬ 
els — in  short,  to  provide  “a  com¬ 
munity  of  love  and  forgiveness” 
so  that  all  of  our  children  can 
grow  in  faith  and  hope  and  love. 

I’d  also  like  to  note  that  not  all 
single-parent  families  are  “bro¬ 
ken”  families.  Many  are  “healing” 
families,  far  healthier  because 
abuse  has  stopped.  Two-parent 
families  are  often  the  real — and 
invisible — “broken”  families.  So 
let’s  choose  our  labels  carefully. 

Anne  Dilenschneider 
San  Mateo,  California 

There's  a  moral  here 

The  story  about  the  Jesus  sem¬ 
inar  and  the  scholars  who  don’t 
believe  in  the  virgin  birth  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  18)  reminds  me  of 
the  story  of  two  men  on  a  safari. 

A  large  box  of  baloney  fell  off 
their  truck.  A  lion  came  by  and 
ate  all  of  it.  The  men  made  camp 
nearby  and  went  to  bed. 

The  lion  roared  and  roared 
and  the  men  couldn’t  sleep.  After 
several  hours,  one  of  the  men 
went  out  and  killed  the  lion. 

The  moral  of  the  story  is:  If 
you’re  full  of  baloney,  it’s  better 
to  keep  your  mouth  shut. 

Stan  Kennedy 
Pasadena,  Texas 


Forgive  me,  Lord — /  missed  You  three  times ! 


By  TOM  GIBSON 

After  many  years  of  wishing  and 
dreaming  I  finally  got  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  take  a  solo  motorcycle  trip 
around  the  border  of  Texas.  It  be¬ 
came  clear  early  on  that  this  was 
to  become  a  “spirit  journey.” 

At  the  end  of  a  very  long,  hard 
day  I  sought  the  refuge  of  a  small 
hotel  in  Mission,  Texas. 

I  felt  cheated.  In  the  previous 
days  it  was  easy  to  see  where  the 
Lord  had  graced  me.  Today  I  felt 
nothing  except  frustration  and 
home  sickness. 

A  cold  chill 

Then  a  cold  chill  of  recogni¬ 
tion  rolled  through  me.  I  wrote  in 
my  diary: 

Forgive  me,  Lord.  You  gave  me 
at  least  three  opportunities  today 
to  be  a  disciple  and  witness  to 
your  love  and  I  turned  my  back. 

The  first  was  the  waitress,  the 
older  Hispanic  woman  at  break¬ 
fast  in  Comstock.  When  I  asked  if 
there  were  any  United  Methodist 
Churches  in  town  she  started  talk¬ 
ing  about  the  Baptist  church  and 


Faithfully  yours 

how  much  she  enjoyed  it. 

Then  she  talked  about  money, 
her  poor  shoes  and  how  her 
Catholic  friends  looked  down  on 
her.  She  talked  more  about  her 
faith  and  what  troubled  her  than 
I  did.  She  was  wanting  my  feed¬ 
back.  I  just  wanted  my  coffee  and 
eggs.  Forgive  me.  Lord,  for  there 
you  were  in  her,  wanting  me  to 
tell  her  of  Your  love. 

The  second  time  was  that  home¬ 
less,  dirty  young  man  in  Laredo. 

I  was  on  the  phone  and  watched 
him  cross  the  parking  lot  toward 
the  service  station  and  I  thought 
how  tired  and  lonesome  he 
looked.  A  few  minutes  later  I  saw 
him  walk  back  across  the  lot  with 
a  quart  beer  bottle  in  a  sack. 

Each  other's  eyes 

As  I  pulled  off  the  station  lot  I 
paused  to  check  the  traffic.  I 
glanced  back  to  my  left  and  there 
he  was,  not  20  feet  from  me, 
squatted  down  next  to  some 


hedges.  We  looked  into  each  oth¬ 
er’s  eyes.  For  a  moment  I  didn’t 
know  what  to  do.  I  quickly  dart¬ 
ed  out  into  the  traffic,  thankful 
for  the  opportunity  to  get  away. 

The  third  time  was  at  the  ser¬ 
vice  station  in  Falcon  where  I  got 
gas  and  decided  to  rest  a  while. 

I  pulled  the  bike  into  the 
shade.  As  I  sat  in  front  of  the 
store  eating  I  became  aware  of  a 
Hispanic  woman  talking  on  the 
phone  in  Spanish.  I  had  no  idea 
what  she  was  saying,  but  I  could 
tell  she  was  crying. 

Finally  the  woman  finished.  I 
thought  she  would  leave,  but  in¬ 
stead  she  sat  on  the  porch  railing 
and  sobbed  quietly. 

Off  the  hook 

I  walked  over  and  lightly 
touched  her  shoulder  and  asked  if 
everything  was  OK.  Just  as  I  did, 
her  beeper  went  off.  All  she  said 
was  that  she  had  to  get  back  to 
work.  Whew!  I  was  off  the  hook. 

Dear  Lord,  I  thought  that  this 
was  a  wasted  day.  I  had  only  vis¬ 
ited  one  United  Methodist 
Church,  rode  hard  all  day  and 
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Tom  Gibson,  director  of  the  Reporter's  creative  agency,  Mis¬ 
sion  Communications,  returns  from  a  4,000-mile  “spirit  jour¬ 
ney"  on  his  motorcycle  (see  related  column  at  left). 


fought  the  wind  and  rain.  It 
wasn’t  until  later  that  I  realized 
you  visited  me  at  least  three 
times — and  1  missed  each  time! 

Forgive  me,  Lord.  1  will  try 
harder  to  see  You  and  your  love 


in  those  around  me.  Thank  you, 
Lord,  for  today.  Protect  me,  my 
family  and  those  who  sacrificed 
to  allow  me  to  do  this.  And 
thanks  for  keeping  that  old  mo¬ 
torcycle  running.  Amen. 


What  others  are  saying 

“O  that  the  whole  Church  might  have  places  and  opportu¬ 
nities  to  hold  open  discussions  and  dialogues  about  one’s 
church,  one’s  faith  and  one’s  theology. . . .  May  the  time 
come  in  all  denominations  where  the  conservatives  and  the 
liberals  can  sit  at  the  table  of  peace  and  grace  together,  dis¬ 
cuss  differing  views,  beliefs  and  opinions,  and,  in  the  process, 
leave  that  open  table  of  peace  and  grace  with  a  greater  appre¬ 
ciation  and  understanding  of  the  diversity  of  all  God’s  peo¬ 
ple.” 

— The  Rev.  Judy  W.  Loehr,  a  United  Methodist  minister  in 
Nashville,  writing  in  Worship  Arts  magazine. 

*  *  * 

“We  no  longer  live  in  a  society  of  human  beings  (as  we 
might  think)  where  our  value  and  worth  is  determined  by 
who  we  are.  Instead,  we  now  live  in  a  society  of  human  do¬ 
ings — our  value  and  worth  are  determined  not  by  who  we 
are,  but  by  what  we  do.” 

— Keith  Wasserman,  executive  director  of  Good  Works,  a  min¬ 
istry  to  the  homeless  in  Athens,  Ohio. 


Tell  us  your  views 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief  original  and  carry  the  signa¬ 
ture  and  address  of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
“Letters  to  the  Editor,”  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275,  or 
fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 
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Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“A  voice  cries  out:  ‘In  the  wil¬ 
derness  prepare  the  way  of  the 
Lord,  make  straight  in  the  desert  a 
highway  for  our  God.” 


Book 


Chapter  Terse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Isaiah  9:6) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  4 
Second  Sunday  of  Advent 
Sunday:  Malachi  3:1,2 
Monday:  Malachi  3:3,4 
Tuesday:  Luke  1:68-73 
Wednesday:  Luke  1:74-79 
Thursday:  Philippians  1:3-7 
Friday:  Philippians  1:8-1 1 
Saturday:  Luke  3:1-6 


Live  on  Sunday,  December  11 
6:30  to  7:30  p.m.  (ET) 

Repeated  Tuesday, 
Dec.  13,  Midnight  and 
Thursday,  Dec.  15, 
3  p.m.  (ET) 


Storyteller, 
advocate  for  the 
poor  and  homeless, 
United  Methodist  pastor  - 
Janet  Wolf  responds  to 
your  questions  about  belief 
and  meaning. 


Faith  ss  Values 


CHANNEL 


The  United  Methodist  Church  is  a  founding  member  ofVISN,  which  programs  16  hours  a  day  on  the  Faith  &  Values  Channel. 

I  For  more  information  about  the  Faith  &  Values  Channel,  and  a  free  copy 

U  I  UOm  of  the  F&V  program  guide,  contact  Beverly  Judge,  74  Trinity  Place, 

Suite  1810,  New  York,  NY  10006.  Phone  (212)  602-9622. 
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WHITE  HOUSE  VIGIL:  United  Meth¬ 
odists  were  part  of  a  recent  Citizens’  Confer¬ 
ence  to  Stop  Gun  Violence  that  included  a 
candlelight  vigil  outside  the  White  House  near 
the  spot  from  which  a  gunman  recently  sprayed 
the  buildings  and  grounds  with  bullets.  The  co¬ 
alition  supporting  the  recent  conference  in¬ 
cludes  the  denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  Among  speakers  were 
United  Methodists  Michael  Beard,  president  of 
the  Coalition  to  Stop  Gun  Violence;  Julie  A. 
Elseroad,  president  of  Enough  Is  Enough,  and 
the  Rev.  Kirk  D.  Monroe  Sr.  of  Mt.  Zion 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Washington. 

STORM  DESTRUCTION:  At  least 

1,000  homes  have  suflerered  major  damage  in 
Florida  by  the  hurricane  Gordon.  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  the  Florida  Annual  Conference  quickly 
responded  to  the  victims  with  humanitarian  as¬ 
sistance.  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  officials  say  there  is  also  great  concern  for 
farm  workers  who  lost  jobs  due  to  crop  de¬ 
struction.  UMCOR  has  provided  grants  to  the 
Florida  conference  for  emergency  programs. 
Gifts  can  be  made  through  UMCOR’s  Domes¬ 
tic  Disaster  Response,  Advance  No.  901670-1, 
to  help  with  this  emergency  in  the  United 
States.  In  addition,  the  relief  agency  has  assist¬ 
ed  storm  victims  in  Haiti  through  International 
Disaster  Response  Advance  No.  982450-8  (see 
related  story  at  right  on  this  page.) 

OPPOSES  AMENDMENT:  strong  op- 

position  to  the  proposed  school  prayer  constitu¬ 
tional  amendment  was  leveled  last  week  by  the 
Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  top  executive 
of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  He  said  the  amendment 
was  unnecessary,  as  it  calls  for  religious  liber¬ 
ties  “that  are  already  clearly  part  of  our  every¬ 
day  lives,”  since  children  can  pray  in  private. 
“At  worst,  this  resolution  threatens  the  very 
liberties  it  proposes  to  strengthen,”  he  said. 
Forcing  state-controlled  prayer  into  public 
schools  is  in  clear  opposition  to  the  church’s 
Social  Principles,  he  added. 

REPEATED  TRAGEDY:  United  Method¬ 
ist  officials  in  Burundi  say  members  of  the 
Rwanda  Patriotic  Front  attacked  Rwanda  refu¬ 
gees  in  Northern  Burundi  last  month.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Manasse  Habonimana,  communications 
director  for  the  Burundi  Annual  Conference 
who  is  in  exile  in  Kenya,  Rwandan  soldiers 
were  reported  to  have  killed  two  French  priests 
and  one  Canadian  priest  trying  to  assist  refu¬ 
gees.  Western  diplomats,  the  United  Nations 
and  international  relief  agencies  fear  a  repeat 
in  Burundi  of  massacres  that  followed  the  slay¬ 
ing  of  Burundi  President  Melchior  Ndadye  in 
October  1993. 

APPOINTED:  The  Rev.  Wayne  Day,  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Houston  since  1985,  has  been  appointed  senior 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Fort  Worth,  effective  Jan.  15.  He  succeeds  the 
Rev.  Barry  Bailey,  who  retired  in  August  amid 
allegations  of  sexual  harassment  and  who  faces 
formal  complaints  of  sexual  misconduct.  The 
Rev.  John  Holbert,  professor  of  preaching  at 
Southern  Methodist  University’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  will  continue  as  interim 
pastor  at  the  Fort  Worth  church  through  the 
end  of  the  year.  With  10,500  members,  it  is 
the  denomination’s  third  largest  congregation. 


ABORTION  EXCLUDED:  Trustees  of 

the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Annuity 
Board,  the  pension  agency  of  the  nation’s  larg¬ 
est  Protestant  denomination,  have  added  abor¬ 
tion  to  the  list  of  industries  in  which  the  agency 
will  not  invest.  But  the  board  stopped  short  of 
barring  the  agency's  managers  from  investing 
in  companies  that  might  make  contributions  to 
such  organizations  as  Planned  Parenthood, 
which  supports  abortion  rights.  Some  top  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  denomination  had  wanted  the  board 
to  exclude  investments  in  any  company  that 
made  such  contributions.  Abortion  joins  li¬ 
quor,  tobacco,  gambling  and  pornography  as 
industries  barred  from  investment  by  the  pen¬ 
sion  agency. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMCOR  plans  to  send  work  teams  to  Haiti 


The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  says  at  least  2,000  Hai¬ 
tians  were  killed  in  mudslides  during  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Gor¬ 
don.  At  least  40,000  houses  were  damaged  throughout  the  Port  au 
Prince  area.  The  hurricane  destroyed  a  number  of  bridges,  and  most 
roads  are  impassable.  UMCOR  has  sent  a  grant  of  $20,000  to  Meth¬ 
odists  in  Haiti  for  emergency  programs. 


RELIGION  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

An  elderly  Haitian  worshiper  expresses  her  jubilation  at  the  re¬ 
turn  of  President  Jean-Bertrand  Aristide.  Such  spirit,  say  UM¬ 
COR  representatives,  is  mirrored  in  the  leaders  and  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Haiti,  who  are  eager  to  work  in 
partnership  with  United  Methodists  to  restore  their  Caribbean 
nation  (see  related  story  at  left). 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVAll 

Associate  Editor 

Methodists  in  the  tiny  country  of 
Haiti  will  soon  be  calling  on  volun¬ 
teer  mission  teams  to  come  help 
bring  stability  to  their  country. 

But  don’t  go  thinking  that 
these  people  of  “one  of  the  poor¬ 
est  countries  in  the  world”  are 
not  rich  in  Methodist  spirit,  says 
the  Rev.  Kenneth  Lutgen,  chief 
executive  for  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief. 

“This  church  is  rich  because  its 
greatest  resource  is  in  its  mem¬ 
bers.  This  church  is  exceptional,  in 
that  it  has  a  leadership  that  raises 
the  levels  of  its  people.  And  that 
leadership  needs  our  support.” 

Dr.  Lutgen  returned  last  week 
from  visiting  the  island  country  as 
part  of  a  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Haiti  Task  Force. 

Composed  of  staff  representing 
major  sections  of  the  mission 
board,  this  task  force  will  deter¬ 
mine  what  is  needed  by  the  Haiti 
church  and  help  coordinate  proj¬ 
ects  there  for  the  next  three  years. 

The  emergency  programs  will 
involve  Haitians  in  their  native 
land  as  well  as  those  in  other  Ca¬ 
ribbean  nations  and  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

The  task  force’s  first  assign¬ 
ment  will  be  to  design  a  flexible 
structure  to  assist  workteams 


ready  to  be  of  service  in  Haiti. 

Dr.  Lutgen  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  mission  board  realizes 
that  thousands  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are  awaiting  word  of  when 
they  can  send  food,  clothing  and 
other  gifts  to  Christian  friends  in 
Haiti. 

However,  he  cautions  mission 
groups  to  wait  until  designated 
church  leaders  in  this  country 
and  in  Haiti  can  determine  Hai¬ 
tian  church  members'  immediate 
needs. 

“What  we  are  trying  to  get  our 
church  to  do  is  work  in  a  holistic 
way,”  the  UMCOR  executive  ex¬ 
plained.  . 

“If  that  church  is  really  going 
to  be  seen  as  meeting  the  needs 
of  the  people,  we  as  a  North 
American  church  can’t  tell  them 
what  they  need  to  do.  We  must 
respect  these  people  and  not  just 
dump  food  there  without  asking 
what  is  needed.” 

Dr.  Lutgen  said  many  United 
Methodists  have  also  inquired 


about  the  status  of  Grace  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital  in  Haiti. 

The  critical  need,  he  said,  is 
money  to  purchase  medicine  for 
children  treated  there. 

“We  were  told  that  before  the 
embargo,  Grace  Hospital  had  a 
record  of  being  able  to  treat  98 
percent  of  the  children  admit¬ 
ted,”  continued  Dr.  Lutgen. 
“Only  about  2  percent  were  lost. 

“Now  the  hospital  loses  15  to 
1 8  percent  of  the  patients,  either 
because  of  severe  malnutrition  or 
lack  of  medicine.” 

In  1993,  the  churchwide  Ad¬ 
vance  for  Christ  and  His  Church 
committee  earmarked  nearly  $1 
million  in  mission  gifts  for  12 
projects  in  Haiti  that  include: 

■  Agro-forestry  and  animal 
husbandry  programs; 

■  The  La  Gonave  Develop¬ 
ment  and  educational  fund; 

■  School  hot  lunch  programs; 

■  Leadership  and  lay  training; 

■  Rural  development; 

■  Education  programs  on 


community  health  care. 

Going  as  part  of  the  task  force 
were  Global  Ministries  president 
Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Boston 
Area);  UMCOR  chairperson  the 
Rev.  Charlene  Kammerer  of  Tal¬ 
lahassee,  Fla.;  Deborah  Bass  and 
Ruth  Lawson,  National  Division 
staff;  the  Rev.  John  McCullough, 


head  of  Mission  Personnel  Re¬ 
sources,  and  the  Rev.  R.  Keith 
Rae,  World  Division. 

Also  participating  was  the  Rev. 
Moise  Isidore,  chair  of  the  Haiti 
District  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  the  Caribbean  and  the  Ameri¬ 
cas,  and  50  representatives  from 
six  Haiti  regions. 


'Exploration  '94'  invites  youths  to  pursue  ministry 


Nearly  all  of  800  participants  pledge 
to  seek  full-time  Christian  vocations 


With  all  the  exuberance  of  youth,  partici¬ 
pants  at  the  recent  "Exploration  '94"  con¬ 
vocation  express  their  faith.  The  event, 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
was  intended  to  challenge  youths  and 
young  adults  to  consider  full-time  Christian 
service.  Above,  a  group  displays  the  Chris¬ 
tian  slogans  on  its  T-shirts,  a  parody  of  a 
popular  "Be  young,  have  fun"  advertising 
campaign.  At  left,  an  unidentified  young 
man  prays  with  retired  Bishop  Leontine 
T.C.  Kelly,  convocation  preacher,  during 
the  commitment  service.  More  than  800 
young  people  participated  in  the  event. 
Observers  reported  that  nearly  all  indicat¬ 
ed  a  commitment  to  pursue  ordained  or 
consecrated  Christian  ministry  as  a  voca¬ 
tion. 

PHOTOS  COURTESY  OF  IOHN  HARNISH, 
GENERAL  BOARD  OF  HIGHER  EDUCATION  AND  MINISTRY 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

“The  fingerprints  of  God.” 

David  Parsons  of  Cedar  Bluff, 
Va.,  was  one  of  more  than  800 
youths  and  young  adults  who  at¬ 
tended  the  recent  three-day  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  “Exploration  ’94” 
convocation  in  Richmond,  Va. 

Mr.  Parsons  later  said.  “The 
fingerprints  of  God  were  all  over 
this  meeting.” 

Young  people  ages  15-25  from 
across  the  country  attended  the 
meeting  to  explore  God’s  call  to 
ministry. 

In  addition,  some  200  church 
leaders  and  representatives  from 
all  13  United  Methodist-related 
seminaries  were  available  to  lead 
worship,  facilitate  small  groups, 
provide  materials  and  answer 
questions. 

However,  “We  were  very  clear 
that  the  students  would  not  only 
receive  information  but  would 
experience  God’s  claim  on  their 
lives,”  said  the  Rev.  John  E.  Har- 
nish,  head  of  the  ordained  minis¬ 
try  division  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry. 

His  division  sponsored  the 
event,  as  it  did  similar  ones  in 
1990  in  St.  Louis  and  in  1992  in 
Louisville,  Ky.  Each  convocation 
has  been  marked  by  hundreds  of 
United  Methodist  youths  pledg¬ 
ing  their  lives  to  full-time  Chris¬ 
tian  service. 

In  a  telephone  interview  with 
the  Reporter,  Dr.  Hamish  said. 
“There  is  an  urgent  need  to  identi¬ 
fy  and  challenge  young  adults  to 
ordained  ministry”  because,  as 
large  numbers  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  clergy  retire,  a  clergy  shortage  is 
expected  by  the  year  2000. 

For  several  decades,  the 
church  downplayed  the  impor- 


"We  were  very  clear 
that  students  would 
not  only  receive 
information  but  would 
experience  God's  claim 
on  their  lives." 

— John  E.  Harnish 


tance  of  commitment  services 
and  challenges  to  ministry,  Dr. 
Hamish  continued.  That  policy 
was  reversed  by  1990. 

Dr.  Hamish  said  he  spent  the 
summers  of  his  own  youth  in 
church  camps  where  commit¬ 
ment  services  and  calls  to  minis¬ 
try  were  always  a  part. 

“I  wouldn’t  be  here  today  if  it 
hadn't  been  for  that,”  he  said. 

The  convocations  are  “a  recov¬ 
ery  of  presenting  the  call  and  in¬ 
viting  youths  and  adults  to 
full-time  Christian  service,”  he 
said,  whether  or  not  the  service  is 
in  ordained  ministry  or  in  many- 
other  avenues  of  service  such  as 
music,  camping,  chaplaincy, 
Christian  education  or  mission 
work. 

The  theme  of  the  '94  convoca¬ 
tion  was  “Here  I  Am,  Lord,  Is  It 
I,  Lord?”  inspired  by  Isaiah  6 
and  by  the  Rev.  Dan  Schutte’s 
popular  hymn  of  the  same  name. 

Nearly  all  participants  re¬ 
sponded  positively  to  that  ques¬ 
tion  at  the  final  night  service 
when  each  placed  a  star  on  a 
rainbow  banner  as  a  symbol  of 
their  commitment.  Later  that 
evening,  more  than  50  people 
shared  their  personal  call  stories. 

In  the  closing  worship  service, 
more  than  $1,000  was  collected 
in  a  special  offering  for  Africa 
University. 


Prayer  Helps! 


Kansas  City  bids  to  be  mission  board  site 


The  task  force  has  received  correspondence  from 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Ann  B.  Sherer  and  Kansas  City 
Mayor  Emanuel  Cleaver,  a  United  Methodist  minister, 
regarding  Kansas  City  as  a  possible  site.  An  appeal  for 
that  city  was  denied  in  May. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — United  Method¬ 
ists  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  still  want 
their  city  considered  as  a  possible 
site  for  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  1 3-member  site  selection 
task  force  has  received  correspon¬ 
dence  from  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Ann  B.  Sherer  (Missouri  Area) 
and  Kansas  City  Mayor  Emanuel 
Cleaver,  a  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter,  regarding  Kansas  City  as  a  pos¬ 
sible  site.  An  appeal  for  that  city 
was  denied  in  May. 

The  task  force  didn’t  say  whether 
Kansas  City  will  be  included. 

Task  force  members  are  scheduled 
to  visit  the  five  finalist  cities— Atlan¬ 
ta,  Chicago,  Dallas,  Denver  and 
Washington — soon. 

The  task  force  will  meet  with 


church,  community  and  business 
leaders  Dec.  12-13  in  Atlanta,  Dec. 
14-15  in  Dallas  and  Dec.  16-17  in 
Denver.  Visits  to  Washington  and 
Chicago  will  be  Jan.  10-12  and  Jan. 
13-14,  respectively. 

During  its  Nov.  14-15  meeting,  the 
site  selection  task  force  decided  to 
narrow  the  finalists  to  two  or  three  at 
the  end  of  February  before  making  a 
final  selection  by  Summer  1995. 

The  five  were  chosen  by  the  task 
force  in  August  from  among  23  rec¬ 


ommended  metropolitan  areas  with 
populations  of  1  million  or  more. 

Although  an  appeals  process  was 
available,  none  of  the  18  cities  that 
weren't  chosen  as  finalists  has  ap¬ 
pealed,  according  to  the  Rev.  Don¬ 
ald  E.  Messer  of  Denver,  task  force 
chairman. 

A  financial  plan  to  relocate  the 
Global  Ministries  board  from  its 
current  headquarters  at  the  Inter- 
church  Center  in  New  York  hasn’t 
been  finalized.  The  site-selection 


group  has  approved  using  a  project¬ 
ed  moving  year  of  1997  as  a  basis 
for  estimating  costs. 

In  addition  to  renting,  buying  or 
building  space  to  house  the  mission 
agency,  funding  is  needed  for  per¬ 
sonnel  relocation  and  compensa¬ 
tion,  moving  costs,  cleanup  at  the 
current  site,  legal  fees,  contingency 
funds  and  consultants  for  various 
phases  of  the  move,  according  to 
Ralph  Zimmer,  a  task  force  mem¬ 
ber  from  Bozeman.  Mont. 

“Many  of  those  numbers  cannot 
be  estimated  as  well  as  we'd  like  un¬ 
til  we  know  the  city,”  he  said. 

A  final  recommendation  will  be 
voted  upon  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Conference,  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  top  legislative  body,  in 
April  1996. 


<! 


<k4 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith  at  work 


DECEMBER  2,  1994 


Faith 

-connections 

CHURCH  DEED  FOUND:  Fifty  years 
after  the  Soviet  government  chased  most  of 
the  congregations  from  Lithuania,  the  deed  to 
Methodist  church  property  in  the  city  of  Taur- 
age  has  been  returned  to  the  church.  The  pa¬ 
perwork  was  presented  to  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Ruediger  Minor  of  Moscow  during  the 
recent  Council  of  Bishops  meeting  at  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.  The  church  is  in  the  Northern 
European  area  served  by  Bishop  Hans  Vaxby 
of  Helsinki,  Finland,  but  he  was  unable  to  at¬ 
tend  the  council  sessions.  The  deed  was  se¬ 
cured  by  the  Rev.  S.  T.  Kimbrough,  executive 
secretary  for  mission  evangelism,  and  the  Rev. 
James  White,  World  Division  executive  for 
Europe,  for  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries.  They  were  given  the  document  by  a 
Lithuanian  pastor’s  daughter. 

URBAN  MINISTRY  CONVO:  Apply¬ 
ing  the  biblical  concept  of  community  to  im¬ 
proving  conditions  in  urban  areas  will  be  the 
focus  of  a  national  urban  ministry  convocation 
Feb.  2-5,  1995,  in  Birmingham,  Ala.  With  the 
theme,  “Reclaiming  Shalom  in  the  City,”  the 
event  is  sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the  United 
Methodist  Urban  Strategy  Council.  Registra¬ 
tion  information  is  available  through  the  Na¬ 
tional  Urban  Strategy  Council,  P.O.  Box  3193, 
Wichita,  Kan.  67201  or  by  calling  John  Schol 
at  212-870-3832. 

DIRECTOR  SEARCH:  marcha,  the 

caucus  for  Hispanic  United  Methodists,  has  re¬ 
opened  its  search  for  a  top  executive.  The  cau¬ 
cus  also  agreed  to  conduct  a  mail  ballot  in 
early  1995  to  elect  a  new  executive  director, 
with  a  goal  to  have  the  new  executive  in  place 
no  later  than  July  1.  Rose  Arroyo,  elected  last 
spring  to  replace  the  Rev.  German  Acevedo, 
was  forced  to  resign  in  August  after  being  diag¬ 
nosed  with  cancer.  Magda  Morales  of  German¬ 
town,  Md.,  has  served  as  executive  director  in 
the  interim.  More  information  on  the  execu¬ 
tive  director  search  is  available  from  MAR¬ 
CHA,  P.O.  Box  708,  Perth  Amboy,  NJ 
08862-0708. 

CORRECTION:  A  story  regarding  the  Je¬ 
sus  Seminar  in  the  Nov.  25  issue  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  incorrectly  identified  W.  Barnes  Tatum 
as  an  ordained  United  Methodist  minister.  The 
Rev.  Jim  C.  Gilland  of  Charlotte,  N.C.,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  reports  that 
Mr.  Tatum  surrendered  his  ministerial  creden¬ 
tials  in  1993,  although  he  remains  a  professor 
at  United  Methodist-related  Greensboro  (N.C.) 
College.  We  regret  the  error. 

GOOD  SHEPHERD  ORDER:  The 

United  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  is  launching  a  program  de¬ 
signed  to  affirm  the  ministry  of  lay  employees 
at  United  Methodist-related  health  care  and 
human  service  organizations.  The  program, 
called  The  Order  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  sup¬ 
ports  lay  employees  who,  by  whatever  faith  or 
cultural  tradition,  exhibit  Wesleyan  values  in 
the  physical,  emotional,  social  and  spiritual 
care  shared  with  the  persons  in  their  charge. 
The  Order  of  the  Good  Shepherd  was  adopted 
Nov.  4-5  at  the  association’s  Orlando  meeting. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Churches  deck  their  halls 
with  lots  of  Chrismons 


holy  season 


'Whose  Birthday?'  stresses 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

This  little  booklet,  now  in  its  sixth  year 
of  publication,  warms  the  hearts  of  all 
Christians  who  yearn  to  experience  Christ¬ 
mas  as  a  holy  season. 

Whose  Birthday  Is  It,  Anyway?  brings 
home  the  anticipation  of  Advent,  the  ful¬ 
fillment  of  Christmas  and  the  conversion 
of  Epiphany  all  in  one  easy-to-use  booklet. 

The  United  Methodist  version  is  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  interdenominational  or¬ 
ganization,  Alternatives,  and  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  There  are 


This  booklet  re-directs  its  users  from 
the  wearying  materialism  of  a  secular 
holiday  to  the  observance  of  the  holy 
seasons  of  Advent,  Christmas  and 
Epiphany  (see  review  at  right). 


Review 


Whose  Birthday  Is  It,  Anyway?  (Alterna¬ 
tives,  Ettenwood,  Ga.,  1994)  Recycled  pa¬ 
per  booklet  S3  each.  Call  1 -800-663-277 5 
to  order. 


15  other  denominational  versions  and  an 
ecumenical  version. 

The  booklet  proves  as  provocative  as  it 
is  inspiring. 

By  challenging  the  readers’  perceptions 
of  what  makes  for  an  authentic  Christmas, 
the  booklet  successfully  turns  the  focus 
from  the  materialism  of  gift  receiving  to 
the  service  inherent  in  gift-giving.  It  ac¬ 
complishes  this  turnabout  by  focusing 
through  devotionals  and  other  articles  on 
God’s  greatest  gift  to  humanity:  Jesus. 


The  theme  of  giving  rather  than  receiv¬ 
ing  is  evident  in  the  booklet’s  Advent  cal¬ 
endar,  “Traveling  to  Bethlehem.”  Among 
its  suggestions: 

■  “Choose  an  organization  you  want  to 
support  this  Christmas.  Decorate  a  can  to 
hold  the  money  you  collect  while  using 
this  calendar.” 

■  “Give  10  cents  for  each  Christmas 
song  you  hear  this  week.” 

■  "Make  gifts  of  bread  for  teachers, 
neighbors,  a  church  soup  kitchen.” 

In  addition  to  the  Advent  calendar,  the 
booklet  offers  other  guidelines  for  alterna¬ 
tive  giving  that  embody  the  true  holiness 
of  Christmas  observance. 

Even  though  Advent  has  begun,  this  book¬ 
let  has  enduring  value.  Not  the  least  of  its 
credits  is  its  reminder  to  continue  on  the 
journey,  because  for  Christians  the  Christ¬ 
mas  season  doesn’t  end  at  midnight  Dec.  25! 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  30-year-old  effort  by  a  Lu¬ 
theran  congregation  to  transform 
the  secular  Christmas  tree  into  a 
more  tangible  symbol  of  Christ’s 
birth  continues  to  gain  momen¬ 
tum  and  popularity  among  United 
Methodists. 

Since  their  creation  in  the  late 
1950s,  white  and  gold  “Chris- 
mon”  symbols — crosses,  creches, 
stars  and  others— have  replaced 
the  standard  glass  globes,  Santas, 
toys,  snowflakes  and  cranberry 
garland  festoons  on  Christmas 
trees  in  many  Christian 
churches,  including  hundreds  of 
United  Methodist  congregations. 

Lutherans  created 

Chrismons  (a  contraction  for 
Christ  monograms)  were  first  con¬ 
ceived  and  created  by  Frances 
Spencer  and  the  women  of  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  of  the  Ascension  in 
Danville,  Va.  Mrs.  Spencer  died  in 
1990,  but  Leona  Buettner,  who  to¬ 
day  manages  the  church’s  Chris- 
mon  ministry,  remembers  the 
church’s  first  Chrismon  tree. 

“Like  other  churches,  we  had  a 
Christmas  tree  every  year,  but 
Mrs.  Spencer  and  others  felt  the 
ornaments  were  too  secular — that 
they  didn’t  really  celebrate  the 
birth  of  Christ,  our  reason  for  the 
holiday,”  Ms.  Buettner  told  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  News  Service. 

Mrs.  Spencer  came  up  with  the 
idea  of  a  tree  bearing  symbols  of 
the  Christian  faith,  and  drew  pat¬ 
terns  for  ornaments.  The  church 
women  agreed  on  white  and  gold 
as  colors  for  the  ornaments  and 
each  agreed  to  make  a  set  of  Chris¬ 
mons. 

Chrismons  are  made  from  a  va¬ 
riety  of  materials,  from  white  pa¬ 
per  cut  out  by  Sunday  school 


"Except  for  angels, 
the  symbols  [on  a  tree] 
had  nothing  to  do  with 
Christ.  The  idea  of 
Christian  symbols  on  a 
Christmas  tree  appeals 
to  Christians." 

— Hoyt  Hickman 


children  and  spangled  with  glitter, 
to  embroidered  cloth  embellished 
with  gold  thread  and  seed  pearls. 
Ms.  Buettner  remembers  that  the 
first  tree  at  Church  of  the  Ascen¬ 
sion  held  beaded  ornaments  made 
by  the  most  talented  needle- 
pointers  in  the  congregations. 

Biblical  images 

Chrismons  are  based  on  bibli¬ 
cal  images.  Most  common  are 
crosses,  lambs  and  creches,  ob¬ 
jects  associated  with  Jesus’s  life, 
death  and  resurrection. 

However,  more  elaborate  Chris¬ 
mons  can  include  various  crosses 
used  historically  by  the  Christian 
church,  significant  numerals  ( 1 2 — 
the  number  of  Jesus’s  disciples; 
eight — the  Beatitudes),  and  sym¬ 
bolic  references  to  Christ,  such  as 
shepherd's  crook  (Gospel  writers 
liken  Jesus  to  a  “good  shepherd”). 

Visitors  to  the  Church  of  the 
Ascension  were  impressed  by  the 
first  Chrismon  trees,  and  interest 
in  Chrismons  spread  to  other 
churches  in  the  community  and 
across  the  United  States.  Ms. 
Buettner  remembers  answering 
early  inquiries  with  mimeo¬ 
graphed  copies  of  the  symbols, 
along  with  a  brief  history. 

However,  the  overwhelming 
demand  pushed  the  church  to  de¬ 
velop  a  series  of  books  on  Chris¬ 


mons,  which  currently  sell  for  $4. 

100  letters  a  day 

Today,  Ms.  Buettner  said  she 
receives  up  to  100  letters  a  day 
from  as  far  away  as  Australia. 

Ms.  Buettner  said  Chrismons 
are  more  popular  among  United 
Methodists  than  in  any  other  sis¬ 
ter  denomination.  In  fact,  the 
1992  United  Methodist  Book  of 
Worship  includes  a  congregation¬ 
al  blessing  for  the  Chrismon  tree. 

The  Rev.  Hoyt  L.  Hickman  of 
Nashville,  a  United  Methodist 
pastor  and  expert  on  church  wor¬ 
ship,  estimates  that  hundreds  of 
United  Methodist  congregations 
include  Chrismon  trees  as  part  of 
their  Advent  season  celebrations, 
and  for  a  variety  of  reasons. 

“Many  of  our  churches  were 
concerned  that  Christmas  trees, 
which  gained  popularity  in  the 
19th  century,  had  always  been  so 
secular,”  Dr.  Hickman  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service.  “Except 
for  angels,  the  symbols  had  nothing 
to  do  with  Christ.  The  idea  of 
Christian  symbols  on  a  Christmas 
tree  appeals  to  Christians.” 

Also,  making  Chrismons  and 
decorating  the  tree  offers  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  church  members  of 
all  ages,  incomes  and  artist  abili¬ 
ties  to  work  together  on  a  Christ¬ 
mas  project. 

Some  churches  let  the  children 
cut  out  and  decorate  Chrismons; 
others  make  it  a  churchwide  cele¬ 
bration  where  individuals  and 
families  make  the  Chrismons, 
then  come  together  as  a  congrega¬ 
tion  to  decorate  the  church’s  tree. 

The  project  also  offers  an  inex¬ 
pensive  alternative  to  expensive, 
store-bought  ornaments — paper 
creches  and  foamboard  crosses 
can  be  made  from  household 
items,  Ms.  Buettner  said. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OAK  LAWN  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  DALLAS 

Decorating  the  Chrismon  tree,  a  custom  born  only  30  years 
ago  in  a  Lutheran  church  in  Virginia,  has  become  popular  in 
many  United  Methodist  churches.  The  Chrismon  tree  takes  its 


name  from  symbols  known  as 
panying  story). 

While  the  tradition  grows  and 
spreads  among  United  Methodist 
and  other  Christian  churches,  the 
Chrismon  ministry  at  the  Luther¬ 
an  Church  of  the  Ascension  has 
grown,  as  well.  The  congrega¬ 
tion’s  tree  in  1993  was  more  than 
24  feet  tall,  Ms.  Buettner  said, 
with  300  Chrismons,  most  made 
by  church  members,  but  some 
given  by  grateful  Chrismon  en¬ 
thusiasts. 

A  dozen  church  men  were 
needed  to  get  the  evergreen  into 
the  sanctuary,  and  a  cherry-pick¬ 
er  _was  used  to  put  the  star  on  top 


Christ  monograms  (see  accom- 

of  it. 

The  Chrismon  idea  has  also 
expanded  to  include  other  Chris¬ 
tian  celebrations,  Ms.  Buettner 
said.  The  newest  Chrismon  book, 
Chrismons  for  Everyday,  offers 
ideas  for  using  Chrismons 
throughout  the  Christian  year, 
she  said,  and  many  people  use 
them  as  decorations  on  wedding 
cakes  and  for  other  Christian  cel¬ 
ebrations. 

The  series  of  Chrismon  re¬ 
sources  is  available  through  Cokes- 
bury,  the  retail  arm  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 


UMR  streamlines  board,  creates  advisory  group 


At  Asbury 
Seminar}',  It’s 
Who  You  Know 


1995:  A1  Maloney,  Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania;  Wayne  Fesmire,  Mem¬ 
phis;  James  Van  Der  Wall, 
Peninsula-Delaware;  Louise 
Schock,  Northwest  Texas,  and 
Mary  Brooke  Casad,  North  Texas. 

1996:  Fred  Overby,  California-Pa¬ 
cific;  Judith  Kelsey-Powell,  Northern 
Illinois;  Michael  Patison,  Central 
Texas;  Roberto  Gomez,  Rio  Grande, 
and  Milton  Chester,  New  Mexico. 

1997:  Glenn  Quam,  Florida; 
Vance  Summers,  West  Ohio;  Young 
Ok  Park,  Northern  Illinois;  William 
C.  Strickland,  Southwest  Texas,  and 
Tom  Grissom,  Texas. 

All  are  ordained  clergypersons  ex¬ 
cept  Ms.  Schock  and  Ms.  Casad. 

Officers  continue 

Mr.  Fesmire,  Mr.  Summers  and 
Mr.  Overby  continue  as,  respectively, 
board  chair,  vice  chair  and  secretary. 

On  recommendation  of  the  gov¬ 
erning  board,  the  communications 
council  re-elected  the  Rev.  Ronald 
P.  Patterson  as  UMR’s  publisher. 
He  has  held  the  position  since  it 
was  created  in  July  1992. 
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That  Counts 


'  eorge  Hunter  was 
a  fish  out  of  water 
~  the  summer  of  '62.  As 
a  seminaty  student,  he  spent 
eight  weeks  sharing  his  laith 
with  "Muscle  Beach" 
surfers,  beatniks  and  body 
builders.  They  thought  he 
was  from  another  planet  — 
stained-glass  church  jargon 
made  little  sense  to  these 
folks.  That  experience  set 
Hunter  on  a  lifetime  quest 
that  has  placed  him  among 
the  leading  authorities  on 
communicating  the  Gospel 
to  secular  people. 

As  Dean  of  Asbury 
Seminary’s  E.  Stanley 
Jones  School  of  World 
Mission  and  Evangelism, 
Dr.  Hunter  specializes  in 
teaching  students  how  to 
present  the  unchanging 
truth  of  the  Gospel  to  our 
post-Christian  world.  And 
in  a  world  that’s  adrift  in  a 
sea  of  pluralism,  the  mission 
field  isn’t  just  overseas  — it’s 
over  a  cup  of  coffee,  over 
the  neighbor’s  hedges,  over¬ 
looking  12th  &  Vine. 

So  meet  George  Hunter. 
And  prepare  to  meet  your 
world  with  the  life-chang¬ 
ing  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Contact  the  office  of 
admissions  today  at  I  -800- 
2-ASBURY. 


A  Asbury 

Theological 
it  Seminary 


governing  board  and  that  board’s 
executive  committee. 

Replaces  larger  one 

A  new  1 9-member  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  with  policy  oversight  replaces 
one  more  than  twice  that  large. 

Under  the  old  structure,  each  of 
the  seven  United  Methodist  region¬ 
al  annual  conferences  in  Texas  and 
New  Mexico — the  ownership 
group — had  two  representatives  on 
the  board.  Each  additional  “user” 


AC  TiCferAnd Associates 

Overholtzer  Pews 
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Fort  Worth,  Texas 
ffll  1-800-275-1607 


conference — each,  that  is,  which 
publishes  an  edition  of  UMR’s 
weekly,  biweekly  or  monthly  news¬ 
papers — had  a  representative. 

The  new  structure  provides  for: 

■  Seven  members  to  be  elected 
by  the  communications  council, 
one  from  each  owner  conference; 

■  Eight  members  from  other 
“user”  conferences  and 

■  Four  to  be  nominated  by  the 
publisher  and  elected  by  the  commu¬ 
nications  council  for  their  expertise. 

These  19  will  be  joined  by  one  per¬ 
son  from  each  “user”  conference  not 
otherwise  represented  on  the  board 
to  make  up  an  advisory  council. 

Biennial  regional  meetings 

The  advisory  council,  expected  to 
total  40-plus  in  1995,  will  meet  at 
UMR  headquarters  in  Dallas  every 
other  year. 

On  alternate  years,  UMR  staff  will 
meet  with  advisory  board  members 
in  their  respective  regions. 

Board  members,  annual  confer¬ 
ences  they  represent  and  years  their 
terms  will  expire  are: 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Editor 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
(UMR)  will  enter  1995  with  a 
streamlined  governing  structure  and 
a  new  broad-based  advisory  council. 

The  changes  were  part  of  a  re¬ 
structure  proposal  adopted  Nov.  1 7 
by  UMR’s  ownership  body,  the 
United  Methodist  Communications 
Council  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico. 

The  council  acted  on  a  recom¬ 
mendation  from  the  organization’s 


Tired  of  the  HUMP? 

^The  solution—  15 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised 
roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  800-330-3622 


CLASSIFIED 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Moun¬ 
tain  Home,  AR  is  seeking  a  person  to  fill  the  position 
of  Director  of  Disci pleship  with  youth  and  young 
adults.  Experience  necessary.  Salary  and  benefits 
commensurate  with  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Pam 
Ross,  SPR  Committee  Chairperson,  605  W.  6th  St., 
Mountain  Home,  AR  72653. 

SAINT  PAUL  UNITED  METHODIST  Church, 
Ocean  Springs,  MS  has  a  position  for  a  Program  Direc¬ 
tor  emphasis  on  children  and  family  ministries.  A  certi¬ 
fied  Director  of  Christian  Education  or  Diaconal 
Minister  preferred.  Salary  and  benefit  package  negotia¬ 
ble  commensurate  with  experience.  Congregation  of 
1200.  Interested  persons  send  a  resume,  references  to: 
Dan  Woodward,  Saint  Paul  UMC,  800  Porter  Street, 
Ocean  Springs,  MS  39564.  Telephone:  (601)  875-5701. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 

wanted  to  assume  responsibilities  for  established 
youth  program  at  2300-member  United  Methodist 
church  in  community  adjacent  to  Columbia,  SC. 
Send  resume  to:  SPRC,  Union  UMC,  P.O.  Box  705, 
Irmo.  SC  290634)705.  (803)  781-3013. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FOR  2600-MEMBER  church. 
Responsible  for  comprehensive  music  ministry. 
Bachelor  of  Music  required.  Master  of  Music  pre¬ 
ferred.  Experience  required.  Send  resume  to:  Search 
Committee,  P.O.  Box  1959,  Alma,  AR  72921. 

DIRECTOR,  BIBLE  TRANSLATION  AND  Utili¬ 
zation.  The  National  Council  of  Churches  is  now  ac¬ 
cepting  applications  for  the  position  of:  Director, 
Bible  Translation  and  Utilization.  This  position  re¬ 
quires  a  strong  theological  background,  proven  ad¬ 
ministrative/managerial  experience  and  promotional/ 
public  relations  skills.  For  a  complete  job  description 
and  application  materials  write  to:  The  National 
Council  of  Churches,  Office  of  Human  Resources, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  520,  New  York,  NY 
10115.  Deadline  for  submitting  materials  is  Decem- 
*ber  30,  1994. 

CAMP  POSITION:  DIRECTOR/MANAGER  for 

Storm  Mountain  Center,  a  camp  in  the  Black  Hills  of 
the  Dakotas  Annual  Conference.  Responsible  for  ad¬ 
ministration,  operations,  and  promotion.  Send  re¬ 
sume  by  January  4,  1995  to:  Rev.  Randy  McGuire, 
P.O.  Box  460,  Mitchell,  SD  57301 .  (605)  996-6552. 

MASSACHUSETTS  COUPLE  SEEKING  LrVE-IN 

nanny,  long-term  commitment:  two  children  under 
six;  room,  board,  automobile  and  salary  provided; 
references  required.  Days  (617)  482-8500;  evening 
(617)545-3919. 

A  Wesley  Family 

Book  of  Days 


‘“INSIGHTS  &  SURPRISES 
FLOW  FROM  PAGE  TO  PAGE!” 

Family  letters,  lyric  and 
humorous  poems,  sketches, 
hooks,  hymns,  and  diaries, 
from  the  entire  Wesley 
famil>.  Rare  portraits 
amonn  100  illustrations. 

$12+$2  S&HtO 

Kenard  Productions 
450  W.  Galena 
Aurora,  II.  60506 
or  from  Cokcsbury 
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iristmas:  Incarnation 
the  spiritual 
id  the  material 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden 

v  book  has  recently  been  published  which  will  make  a  tremen- 
pact  in  some  circles  of  American  life.  It  is  God  and  Mammon  in 
by  Robert  Wuthnow.  The  author  is  a  well-known  sociologist  of 
who  continually  raises  uncomfortable  issues  in  American  reli- 


now  interviewed  175  people  for  at  least  two  hours  each  —  some 
any  as  five  —  and  then  recorded  their  answers  on  10,000  pages, 
thesis  of  this  material  was  condensed  into  a  28-page  question¬ 
naire  mat  he  gave  to  more  than  2,000  people.  It  should  be  noted  that  a 
foundation  footed  the  bill. 


His  theme  centered  upon  the  way  Americans  think  about  their  money, 
their  religion  and  the  interplay  between  the  two  in  such  subjects  as 
work,  ethics,  charitable  giving  and  attitudes  toward  the  poor. 


The  results  of  the  study  showed  that  we  Americans  have  a  culturally- 
approved  split  between  matter  and  spirit.  While  we  use  religion  as  a  way 
to  make  us  feel  better,  it  is  seldom  a  guide  to  behavior,  especially  behav¬ 
ior  as  it  relates  to  our  money.  The  author  found  that  68  percent  of  Amer¬ 
icans  agree  that  “money  is  one  thing,  morals  and  values  are  completely 
separate.”  Thus  we  have  developed  a  separation  of  the  way  we  worship 
God  and  the  way  we  spend  our  money. 

We  give  more  than  $100  billion  a  year  to  our  churches  and  other  char¬ 
itable  organizations.  Churchgoers  are  the  most  generous  of  our  total 
population.  Wuthnow  concludes  that  the  way  we  give  of  our  material 
possessions  is  the  link  that  tears  down  compartmentalization  of  our  lives 
where  we  put  religion  in  one  box  and  money  in  the  other. 


As  we  prepare  for  Christmas  and  enter  the  season  of  giving,  it  might 
be  good  for  us  to  remind  ourselves  there  was  one  born  in  a  manger  long 
ago  who  brought  together  the  divine  and  the  human  in  such  a  way  that 
we  still  refer  to  him  as  the  Incarnate  One.  So  let  us  bring  together  the 
spiritual  and  the  material  so  that  our  giving  is  both  incarnate  and  grace- 
filled. 


job  opening  in  Conference  office 
for  full-time  Christian  educator 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  Planning  and  Research 
Committee  announces  the  open¬ 
ing  of  a  full-time  position  in  the 
Baton  Rouge  headquarters  of¬ 
fice,  527  North  Blvd. 

To  be  hired  is  a  full-time 
Christian  educator  to  resource 
the  nearly  600  churches  of  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference,  Rev.  Leslie 
Akin,  director,  Conference 


Council  on  Ministries,  said. 

Minimum  requirements  are  a 
college  degree  and  experience  in 
Christian  education  in  a  local 
church. 

All  resumes  must  be  received 
by  Jan.  1.  Send  to:  Planning  and 
Research  Committee,  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  527  North 
Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge  LA  70802- 
5700. 


Season  of  Advent  inspires 
church-goers  to  creativity 


Advent  is  one  of  the  most  glori¬ 
ous  times  of  the  church  year.  Our 
UM  churches  are  radiant  with  litur¬ 
gical  banners.  Evergreens  and  poin- 
settias  add  to  the  resplendence  of 
sanctuaries.  Candles  gleam  from  al¬ 
tars.  Choirs  pre¬ 
sent  superb  gifts 
of  music. 

A  teacher  or  a 
farmer  becomes 
a  king  in  a  nativ¬ 
ity  drama  and  ministers  inspire  us 
with  their  sermons  about  Christ’s 
coming. 

Great  music  composers  such  as 
Handel  and  Bach  were  motivated  to 
write  Christmas  selections.  Famous 
artists  such  as  Michelangelo  used 
paint  brushes  to  worship  the  King. 
Inspiration  for  creativity  and  the 
use  of  talents  comes  also  to  people 
in  our  Louisiana  churches,  especial¬ 
ly  at  this  season. 

Chrismon  Tree 

An  Advent  project  at  First  UMC, 
Loranger  is  the  forthcoming  Chris¬ 
mon  program  that  has  the  congrega¬ 
tion  involved  in  planning 
something  that  promises  to  become 
a  tradition. 

Rev.  John  Lacascio,  the  minister, 
has  researched  the  symbolism  of  the 
various  Chrismons.  A  contraction 
for  “Christ  monograms,”  Chris¬ 
mons  are  white  and  gold  symbols 
—  creches,  stars,  crosses  and  others. 

Women  of  the  church  made  the 
Chrismons  using  patterns  provided 
by  the  pastor.  Men  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  worked  on  lighting  the  tree. 

Youth  of  the  Loranger  church 
and  of  Cooper’s  Chapel  are  in¬ 
volved  in  practicing  for  a  play  to  be 
presented  on  Dec.  18.  In  the  drama 
being  directed  by  Diana  Carrier,  a 
teacher,  the  extended  family  gathers 
at  the  grandparents’  home.  Instead 
of  a  Christmas  tree  they  have  a 
Chrismon  tree.  In  the  play,  the 
meaning  of  the  Chrismons  are  ex¬ 
plained.  The  children  learn  that  the 
Chrismon  tree  transforms  the  secu¬ 
lar  Christmas  tree  into  a  more  tan¬ 
gible  symbol  of  Christ’s  birth.  There 
are  symbols  of  prophesy,  nativity, 
Christian  ministry  and  victory. 

Animals'  story 

First  UMC,  Ponchatoula,  where 
Dr.  Burton  F.  Blair  is  minister,  will 
have  a  Christmas  program  Dec.  10. 
The  Christmas  story  will  be  told 


through  the  eyes  of  the  animals  in 
the  stable.  Performers  will  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship. 

A  Chrismon  tree  has  been  deco¬ 
rated  at  the  Pontchatoula  church 
whose  members  are  gathering  holi¬ 
day  foods  for  low-income  people  in 
the  community. 

Everybody  helped  with  the  Hang¬ 
ing  of  the  Greens  at  First  UMC, 
Minden  a  church  that  says  it  “exists 
to  reach  reveal,  redeem  and  restore 
lives  for  Jesus.”  Held  on  Dec.  4,  a 
Taste  Fair  was  combined  with  the 
service  of  decorating  the  sanctuary 
for  the  preparation  for  Christmas. 

New  members  and  youth  were 
among  participants.  Many  of  'the 
church  members  read  from  the 
Scriptures.  Choirs  and  handbell 
groups  added  to  the  enjoyment.  The 
annual  Hanging  of  the  Greens  and 
Taste  Fair  is  a  highlight  of  the  sea¬ 
son  at  the  church,  Rev.  Michael 
McLaurin,  pastor,  said. 

Lakeview  celebrates 

Lakeview  UMC,  Shreveport,  is 
engaged  in  a  number  of  activities  to 
celebrate  the  season.  These  include 
an  Advent  Bible  School  held  Dec.  3 
for  all  children  through  fifth  grade. 
Members  were  invited  “to  share  the 
good  news  of  Christmas  with 
friends  and  invite  their  children  to 
participate.” 

Children  of  the  church  are  to  visit 
Westwood  Nursing  Home  Dec.  19 
to  sing  carols,  distribute  gifts  and 
“spread  Christmas  joy.” 

Apparently  planning  began  early 
at  Lakeview  Church  which  distrib¬ 
uted  a  colorful,  artistically-decorat¬ 
ed  (with  the  Christmas  story)  folder 
for  “My  Advent  Offering."  Coin 
slots  allow  participants  to  daily  put 
in  25  cents  or  smaller  coins.  The  of¬ 
fering  is  to  be  given  on  Christmas 
Eve.  Rev.  A.  Wayne  Evans  is  the 
pastor. 

In  Memoriam 

Sympathy  to  the  family  of  Maude 
P.  Harris,  78,  surviving  spouse  of 
the  late  Rev.  Theodore  R.  Harris 
who  served  in  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  She  died  Nov.  26  and  funeral 
services  were  held  Dec.  1  in  Peck 
UMC,  New  Orleans. 

She  is  survived  by  a  nephew, 
Raymond  Pinkston  of  Berwick. 
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Social  witnessing,  Christian  spirituality  and  renewal 
are  themes  of  VISION  2000's  principal  speaker,  Dr.  Smith 


Dotty  Bagbey,  Conference  newspaper  editor 
wins  award  at  national  UM  conference 


Members  of  First  UMC,  Natchitoches,  greet  Marina  Vaschekina, 
RIGHT,  Centenary  College  student  from  Ekaterinburg.  FROM  LEFT 
are  Rick  Hargis,  Linda  Clark  and  Auriel  Slack.  The  Russian  student 
spoke  during  worship  services  recently  and  to  the  UMYF  in  the  eve¬ 
ning.  The  church,  whose  pastor  is  Rev.  Doug  Cain,  awards  a  $1,000 
scholarship  to  Marina  each  academic  year  at  Centenary,  as  part  of 
the  Conference's  effort  to  support  three  Ekaterinburg  students  at 
the  college. 


Children,  youth  and  young  adults  from  Douglas  UMC  in  the  Ruston 
District  are  pictured  on  a  recent  hayride.  They  also  enjoyed  a  wie¬ 
ner  roast  and  fund-raising  games  to  benefit  forthcoming  youth  ac¬ 
tivities.  Pastor  of  the  church  is  Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot. 


As  a  student  at  the  University  of 
Arizona  he  attended  a  summer  in¬ 
stitute  at  Guadelajara,  Jalisco,  Mex¬ 
ico,  to  study  the  Mexican  culture, 
language  and  politics. 

Smith  edited  The  Pan  Methodist 
Social  Witness  Resource  Book 
(AME  Publishing  House,  1991).  An 
authority  on  the  thought  of  Howard 
Thurman,  Smith  wrote  a  volume, 
Howard  Thurman:  The  Mystic  and 
Prophet  (Friends  United  Press, 
1991). 

Published  this  year  was  the  Inti¬ 
macy  and  Mission:  Intentional  Com¬ 
munity  As  Crucible  for  Radical 
Discipleship  (Herald  Press). 

Smith  formerly  was  coordinator 
of  East  St.  Louis  Welfare  Rights  Or¬ 
ganization  and  from  1972-79  was 
executive  coordinator  for  the  Educa¬ 
tion  for  Black  Urban  Ministries  Pro¬ 
gram  of  Eden  Theological  Seminary. 

He  and  his  wife,  Beth,  have  two 
sons. 


Pictured  at  the  “Rivers  in  the  Desert  "  event  at  Mount  Sequoyah 
are,  FROM  LEFT,  Rev.  Dick  Humphries,  associate  pastor,  First  UMC, 
Shreveport;  Madeline  Woodland;  Dr.  ).  Philip  Woodland,  superin¬ 
tendent,  Monroe  District  and  James  Huber,  co-pastor,  St.  Luke's 
UMC,  Shreveport.  The  recent  event,  sponsored  by  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  featured  Tex  Sample  as  speaker  and  workshops 
on  justice,  peacemaking,  Covenant  Discipleship  Groups  and  the 
UM  Social  Principles. 


Dotty  Bagbey,  editor  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodist  Louisiana 
Conference  Reporter  edition,  re¬ 
ceived  an  award  of  excellence  at 
the  National  News  Consultation 
held  recently  in  Atlanta. 

Attending  from  throughout  the 
United  States  were  members  of 
United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tors  (UMAC)  —  national,  re¬ 
local  UM  newspaper 
and  magazine  editors  and  writ¬ 
ers,  and  communicators  in  other 
media  including  video,  television 
and  radio.  Cosponsor  was  the 
United  Methodist  News  Service. 

Bagbey,  who  has  extensive  ex¬ 
perience  in  writing  and  editing  in 
the  secular  media  for  daily  and 


regional  newspapers  and  feature 
writing  and  photography  in  na¬ 
tional  magazines,  has  been  a  UM 
communicator  and  member  of 
the  Associated  Church  Press  for 
three  years. 

She  won  the  UMAC  award  for 
the  writing,  editing  and  design  of 
special,  supplemental  pages  that 
appear  in  Louisiana  United 
Methodist. 

In  the  awards  competition, 
material  was  “judged  on  general 
excellence,  theme,  suitability,  ap¬ 
peal  and  thoroughness.” 

Bagbey  attended  the  UMAC 
meeting  and  was  an  awards  com¬ 
petitor  for  the  first  time  this  year. 

—  Rev.  Leslie  Akin. 


Dr.  Luther  E.  Smith  Jr.  who  has 
written  about  congregational  renew¬ 
al,  social  witnessing,  issues  of 
church  and  society  and  Christian 
spirituality,  will  be  the  principal 
speaker  at  the  VISION  2000  train¬ 
ing  sessions  in  two  areas  of  the  state 
in  January.  He  is  associate  profes¬ 
sor  of  Church  and  Community  at 
The  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta. 

An  ordained  minister  of  the 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Smith  is  active  in  religious 
and  civic  organizations,  especially 
ecumenical  efforts  to  address  social 
concerns. 

The  initial  VISION  2000  session 
is  set  for  Saturday,  Jan.  7,  at  Cente¬ 
nary  College  of  Louisiana  in 
Shreveport  and  the  second  session 
is  slated  for  Saturday,  Jan.  21,  at 
Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans. 


Dr.  Luther  E.  Smith  Jr. 


People  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
state  will  attend  the  training  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  and  those  in  the  southern 
area  may  go  to  the  session  at  Dil¬ 
lard. 

Each  event  will  begin  with  sing¬ 
ing  at  9:15  a.m.  Worship  will  con¬ 
tinue  with  a  service  from  9:30  to 
10:15  a.m.  Beginning  at  10:30  a.m. 
will  be  individual  sessions  on  Serv¬ 
ing,  Nurturing,  Inviting  and  Cele¬ 
brating  Congregations.  These  will 
continue  until  4  p.m.  with  a  break 
for  lunch.  (Each  person  attending  is 
to  bring  a  sack  lunch.) 

In  addition  to  being  the  keynote 
speaker,  Smith  also  will  lead  the 
training  aimed  at  churches  who  this 
year  desire  to  focus  on  becoming 
Serving  Congregations  and  to  ex¬ 
pand  or  fine-tune  their  outreach 
missions. 

A  native  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  doctorate  degree  in  Ameri¬ 
can  Studies  at  St.  Louis  University. 


See  special  inside  page 
about  our  Louisiana  children 
in  Methodist  homes 


Newsletter  to  replace  Coordinated  Mailing 


Each  pastor  and  lay  person  who 
has  in  the  past  received  a  big  enve¬ 
lope  containing  stacks  of  paper  and 
brochures  called  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Coordinated  Mailing  will  in 
January  begin  to  receive  a  compact, 
8-page  newsletter. 

The  new,  1 5  by  11  lh  inch-size 
quarterly  newsletter  will  begin  with 
the  Jan.  15  issue  in  1995,  Rev.  Les¬ 
lie  Akin,  director,  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  has  an¬ 
nounced. 

The  publication,  to  be  known  as 
The  Net  Worker,  will  be  produced 
by  CCOM.  Designated  people  (ac¬ 
cording  to  local  church  offices  held) 
who  have  received  the  Coordinated 
Mailings  will  automatically  get  the 
The  Net  Worker  at  no  charge,  four 
times  each  year. 


The  Louisiana  United  Methodist, 

Reporter  edition,  Conference  news¬ 
paper,  will  continue  to  be  published 
weekly  and  sent  to  paid  subscribers. 

Deadline  approaches 

The  deadline  for  the  new  newslet¬ 
ter  approaches.  Items  should  be  in 
the  Conference  office  no  later  than 
Dec.  1 5. 

Information  about  events  such  as 
Conference-wide  meetings,  training 
sessions  and  conferences  to  be  held 
before  March  15  (the  second  mail¬ 
ing)  will  be  included  in  the  first  edi¬ 
tion  of  The  Net  Worker.  Calendar 
items  for  that  time  period  should 
also  be  sent  in  for  inclusion. 

Regardless  of  whether  a  person 
receives  The  Net  Worker,  he  or  she 
may  submit  information  that  is  of 
Conference-wide  interest. 


Church  want-ads 

A  special  Swap  Shop  section  will 
include  advertisements  about  items 
such  as  church  pews,  robes,  stained 
glass  to  be  sold,  traded  or  given 
away.  Local  church  personnel  want- 
ads  also  will  be  included. 

There  will  be  one  page  each  about 
the  four  emphases  for  VISION 
2000  —  Nurturing  (education), 
Serving  (missions),  Inviting  (evan- 
gelisnt)  and  Celebrating  (worship). 
Also  planned  are  a  youth  page  and  a 
section  for  small-membership 
churches. 

Appropriate  boards,  committees, 
commissions  and  fellowships  are 
asked  to  assist  in  resourcing  the 
newsletter  pages.  Persons  interested 
in  seeing  a  copy  should  ask  their  lo¬ 


cal  church  minister.  It  is  hoped  that 
pastors  and  laity  receiving  The  Net 
Worker  will  pass  along  information 
to  appropriate  people  who  can  use 
it. 

Send  information,  marked  for 
The  Net  Worker  to  Dotty  Bagbey, 
The  Net  Worker,  527  North  Boule¬ 
vard,  Baton  Rouge  LA  70802-5700; 

phone,  504-346-1646  and  fax,  504- 
383-2652. 

Also  continue  to  send  local 
church  news  items  and  photos,  local 
church  newsletters  and  subscrip¬ 
tions  to  her  at  that  address  for  The 
Louisiana  United  Methodist,  Con¬ 
ference  newspaper. 

Akin  said  it  is  hoped  that  The  Net 
Worker  will  help  people  in  the  Con¬ 
ference  communicate  even  better 
with  each  other. 


Faith  forum 
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'Tis  the  season 
to  learn  giving 


A  recent  New  York  Times  obitu¬ 
ary  contained  a  thought-provoking 
headline: 

“He  worked  so  that  he  could 
give.” 

It’s  disappointing  that  no  men¬ 
tion  is  made  of  the  deceased’s  reli¬ 
gious  affiliation,  if  any.  At  his  death 
at  age  92,  Milton  Petrie,  founder 
and  majority  owner  of  Petrie 
Stores,  is  described  simply  as  some¬ 
one  whose  “passion  was  for  individ¬ 
uals.’’ 

"The  work  I  do  is  a  pleasure. 
But  the  more  I  make,  the  more  I 
can  give  away,”  he  told  an  inter¬ 
viewer  in  1986. 

Sure  enough,  his  will  carried  out 
his  passion  for  giving  beyond  the 
grave.  More  than  half  of  his  $750 
million  estate  provides  for  charita¬ 
ble  gifts,  trusts  and  a  foundation. 
The  latter  will  make  grants  to 
causes  and  individuals  from  the  in¬ 
terest  on  its  $290-million  principal. 

Few  of  us  can  be  philanthropists 
of  such  magnitude,  but  we  all  can 
be  philanthropic.  Fortunately, 
Scripture  reminds  us  that  it’s  not 
the  amount  we  give  that  pleases 
God.  Far  more  important  is  the 
spirit  of  giving  itself,  particularly  a 
spirit  and  a  lifestyle  that  reflect  a 
generous  compassion  for  others. 

In  that  respect,  at  least,  any  of 
us  might  emulate  a  Milton  Petrie 
regardless  of  our  resources.  Partic¬ 
ularly  we  who  follow  One  for 
whom  giving  and  living  were  vir¬ 
tually  synonymous  would  do  well 
to  use  Mr.  Petrie’s  example  as  a 
starting  place  for  self-examination. 

Consider  these  questions: 

1.  What  is  my  primary  motiva¬ 
tion  for  working? 

Taking  adequate  care  of  oneself 


Editorial 


and  family  is  a  valid  reason.  But 
experience  shows  that,  to  find 
meaning  and  fulfillment,  one  must 
serve  something  beyond  oneself. 
In  the  language  of  Scripture,  the 
“something”  is  God  and  neighbor 
(Matthew  22:37-40). 

2.  What  is  my  passion?  What  do 
I  not  only  work  for  but  what  do  I 
live  for? 

“Living  to  give”  is  a  slogan  that 
summarizes  much  that  is  most  en¬ 
nobling  about  the  Christian  way  of 
life.  One  who  is  “on  fire”  to  help 
others  is  quite  likely  experiencing 
life  at  its  joyous  best  (John  15:1- 
11). 

3.  How  can  I  as  an  individual 
Christian  and  as  a  member  of  a 
congregation  nurture  and  support  a 
spirit  of  giving? 

Doing  so  is  difficult  at  best 
amid  a  consumer  culture  that  glo¬ 
rifies  the  acquisition  and  accumu¬ 
lation  of  things.  Our  spending 
habits  typically  benefit  ourselves 
first;  we  give  others  our  “left¬ 
overs.”  One  faith-based  way  to 
counteract  this  influence  would  be 
to  budget  our  giving  first,  then 
pray  for  the  power  to  resist  temp¬ 
tations  to  rob  that  allocation  for 
ourselves. 

This  season  in  which  we  as 
Christians  anticipate  God’s  Gift  of 
Jesus  above  all  gifts  is  a  fitting 
time  to  ponder  such  matters. 

As  we  prayerfully  do  so,  we  also 
give  thanks  to  God  for  people  like 
Milton  Petrie  who,  far  more  than  by 
their  material  wealth,  inspire  and 
challenge  us  by  their  giving  spirit. 
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Pageant  scenes  such  as  this  little  angel  cuddling  Baby  Jesus  re¬ 
mind  us  that  as  we  anticipate  God's  greatest  gift  to  us,  we  should 
ponder  as  well  our  own  spirit  of  giving  to  others  (see  related  edi¬ 
torial  above). 


Member  data  shocked  me  into  reality 


A  recent  Reporter  “Snapshot”  is 
an  alarm  that  must  shock  us  into  re¬ 
ality.  We  of  the  United  Methodist 
heritage  are  fast  being  dissipated  by 
mere  default,  i.e.  member  attrition 
without  replacement. 

Curious  as  to  how  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries’  figures 
might  equate  to  U.S.  Census  statis¬ 
tics,  I  prepared  a  “Snapshot  #2” 
(see  illustration  at  right). 

The  Council  figures  alone  are 
vexing  enough.  But  when  the  two 
sets  of  data  are  contrasted,  the  pic¬ 
ture  truly  becomes  one  of  double 
jeopardy! 

The  most  obvious  and  acute 
problem  is  seen  in  the  34-and-youn- 
ger  age  group.  More  than  half  of  the 
U.S.  population  is  in  this  category, 
yet  only  12  percent  of  the  total 
United  Methodist  membership  falls 
within  this  age  group. 

Those  24  years  of  age  and  youn¬ 
ger  comprise  only  3  percent  of  the 
total  membership.  On  the  other 
hand,  61  percent  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  membership  is  made  up  of 
people  aged  50  and  above,  com¬ 
pared  to  only  26  percent  for  the 
U.S.  population. 

As  one  of  the  United  Methodists 
in  the  age  “majority,”  I  am  deeply 
moved  by  this  trend.  The  time  is 
short,  but  the  harvest  is  plentiful. 
James  W.  Cammack 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Let's  keep  praying 

I  want  to  commend  you  on  a  job 
well  done  with  the  editorial  on  Su¬ 
san  Smith  (see  UMR,  Nov.  1 8). 

I  remember  so  well  how  my  heart 
broke  and  the  tears  flowed  from  the 
start  at  listening  to  the  frightening 
details  of  the  story  surrounding  this 
young  mother  and  her  two  small 
sons.  At  that  moment  I  began  to 
pray  for  Susan  and  continued  to  do 
so  everyday  that  followed. 

1  believe  that  we  must  continue  to 
pray  for  Susan.  Our  prayers  should 
not  stop  now  when  she  needs  them 
more  than  she  ever  did  before. 

I  also  want  to  thank  you  for  in¬ 
cluding  the  call  of  Susan’s  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Mark  Long,  to  forgive  her. 

I  am  thankful  that  the  Lord  uses 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

this  newspaper  to  send  forth  the 
Good  News  through  all  of  you  who 
are  devoted  to  His  work. 

Carol  Hubler 
West  Milton,  Ohio 

Something's  missing 

I  have  read  with  interest  the  arti¬ 
cles  (see  UMR,  Nov.  1 8)  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  bishops’  report  on 
Wisdom/Sophia,  a  copy  of  which  I’ve 
been  able  to  secure  and  read  in  full. 

In  the  report  (and  also  in  the  edi¬ 
torial,  your  paean  of  praise  to  our 
episcopal  leaders)  I  find  something 
missing:  episcopal  responsibility  for 
and  administration  of  doctrinal  dis¬ 
cipline  in  the  church. 

Excuse  me,  therefore,  if  I  hesitate 
to  join  you  in  your  editorial  chorus  of 
hallelujahs  in  celebration  of  the  men 
and  women  who  wear  the  purple. 

George  S.  Rigby,  Jr. 

Stroudsburg,  Pennsylvania 

Heretical  exercise 

We  must  view  the  Jesus  Seminar 
pronouncement  (see  UMR,  Nov. 
18)  as  a  heretical  exercise  in  First 
Amendment  rights.  Nothing  more. 

Sam  Miller 

Tullahoma,  Tennessee 

Deceiving  spirits 

The  first  scriptures  that  came  to 
mind  while  I  read  the  article  on  the 
Jesus  Seminar  (see  UMR,  Nov.  18) 
was  I  Timothy  4:1,2.  The  Spirit 
clearly  says  that  in  later  times  some 
will  abandon  the  faith  and  follow 
deceiving  spirits  and  things  taught 
by  demons. 

I  also  believe  that  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  needs  to  use  a 
discerning  spirit  when  choosing  ar¬ 
ticles  for  the  paper. 

Richard  E.  Creigh 
Atglen,  Pennsylvania 

They  don't  deserve  it 

Re:  “Seminar  denies  Mary  was 
virgin  when  she  bore  Jesus”  (see 


ship  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  to  U.S.  population  data  (see 
related  letter  at  left). 


UMR,  Nov.  18). 

I  don’t  believe  you  should  have  al¬ 
lowed  space  to  this  seminar.  This  is 
only  giving  a  bunch  of  radicals  expo¬ 
sure  that  they  don’t  need  or  deserve. 

Kelly  Curtis 
Lubbock,  Texas 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 


from  readers.  Letters  should  be  brief, 
must  be  original  and  must  carry  the 
signature  and  address  of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,  "  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275, 
or  fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 


We  must  mend  our  dysfunctional  church 


By  ALLISON  CAMBRE 

Who  is  in  charge  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church? 

Is  it  the  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sion  and  Health  Benefits?  Is  it  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries?  Is  it 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries?  Is  it  the  Council  of  Bishops? 

I  have  come  to  believe  that  the 
buck  stops  nowhere.  There  is  no 
CEO.  Our  system  is  dysfunctional! 
From  what  I  can  tell,  the  bottom 
line,  the  engine  that  drives  our  re¬ 
ports  and  agenda,  is  apportion¬ 
ments  and  real  estate. 

Diminishing  strength 

Our  denomination  is  now  in  its 
34th  year  of  diminishing  strength. 
In  1984,  we  had  2.1  million  in 
church  school  attendance:  in  1992 
that  slipped  to  1.8  million.  How  far 
down  do  we  go?  How  much  does  a 
person  have  to  bleed  before  you 
perform  triage?  With  the  GCOM 
performing  an  internal  study  of  our 
effectiveness,  we  now  have  the  fox 
checking  the  henhouse  for  security. 

In  the  Houston  Area,  an  area  that 


Here  I  Stand 


What  others  are  saying 


“[Hillary]  Clinton  has  shown  that 
she  knows  the  Bible  and  tries  to  put 
it  to  work  in  her 
life.  This  is  a  dan¬ 
gerous  trend  in 
our  day  when  the 
Bible  is  used  to  ac¬ 
cuse  others  rather 
than  to  improve  I 
the  world.  The| 
wife  of  the  presi¬ 
dent  also  admits 
to  being  a  United  Methodist,  which 


makes  her  very  vulnerable.  The  reli¬ 
gious  conservatives,  while  they 
complain  of  being  stigmatized,  stig¬ 
matize  other  denominations,  and 
Methodism  is  the  fairest  target.” 

— The  Rev.  Martin  E.  Marty,  writ¬ 
ing  in  Christian  Century. 

*  *  * 

“Without  . . .  joy,  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  will  never  break  down 
the  resistance  of  our  skeptical  gen¬ 
eration.  All  the  ardor,  all  the  fervor, 
all  the  devotion  and  the  prayers  of 


the  faithful  may  well  fail  to  pene¬ 
trate  today’s  unbeliever  unless  the 
Gospel  message  carries  the  same 
note  of  joy  it  had  when  it  was  first 
proclaimed. " 

— Sherwood  Eliot  Wirt  in  The  Book 
of  Joy. 


“Seldom  are  meanness  and  grati¬ 
tude  present  in  the  same  heart.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  Ken¬ 
neth  L.  Carder,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


The  Rev.  Allison 
Cambre  is  pastor 
of  Cokesbury 
United  Methodist 
Church  in 
Houston ,  Texas 
(Texas  Annual 
Conference). 


has  been  one  of  spectacular  growth, 
you  could  exceedingly  conservative¬ 
ly  estimate  that  the  population  has 
increased  by  at  least  75  percent 
from  the  years  1965  until  1993. 

In  1965,  the  Houston  area  had  58 
churches  who  had  reported  1,000 
members  or  more.  In  1993,  that 
number  grew  to  a  whopping  61 
churches  that  reported  1,000  mem¬ 
bers  or  more — a  growth  of  only  5 
percent  in  28  years.  That  is  nothing 
short  of  shocking! 

We  have  always  been  a  mainline 
denomination,  but  we  are  rapidly  be¬ 
coming  an  “old  line”  denomination. 

The  Interpreter  magazine's  Octo¬ 
ber  issue  stated  that  by  the  year 
2000  more  than  half  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  will  be  60  years  or  older.  Folks, 
that’s  not  the  profile  of  America! 
[Editor’s  note:  See  related  letter  and 


chart  above]. 

Who’s  at  the  switch?  What  can 
we  do? 

One  thing  that  we  desperately 
need  to  do  is  to  mandate  that  the 
Council  of  Bishops  form  a  blue-rib¬ 
bon  committee  with  “no  holds 
barred”  to  report  at  the  General 
Conference  of  2000. 

Look  at  'sacred  cows' 

All  “sacred  cows”  need  to  be 
looked  at  carefully.  Some  examples 
might  be: 

•Review  problems  in  our  polity 
which  encourage  us  to  be  tied  to  the 
past,  especially  with  respect  to  our  fi¬ 
nances  and  the  way  that  laity  are  rep¬ 
resented  in  the  annual  conference; 

•Re-examine  the  purpose  and 
need  for  some  apportionments,  e.g., 
how  about  taking  all  the  money  we 
give  to  the  Minsterial  Education 
Fund  and  use  it  to  develop  new 


churches?  Or  allocating  the  money 
we  raise  for  the  Black  College  Fund 
to  directly  offset  the  cost  of  a  black 
student’s  higher  education  costs  no 
matter  what  college  he  or  she  might 
choose  to  attend?; 

•  Abolish  as  many  standing  com¬ 
mittees  as  possible.  Replace  them 
with  task  forces  of  limited  lifespans 
at  the  churchwide,  local  and  annual 
conference  levels. 

•  Look  critically  at  clergy  creden- 
tialing. 

•  Organize  districts  on  church 
size,  not  geography; 

•Take  steps  to  reverse  the  in¬ 
crease  in  clergy  divorces; 

•  Recognize  that  bishops  are  in¬ 
deed  a  third  order  of  the  clergy  and 
have  a  presiding  bishop. 

I  love  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  I’m  in  for  the  long  haul. 
But  our  system  is  fractured,  and  we 
have  to  mend  it. 


€ 


m 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Ronald  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace  Cynthia  B.  Astle 

Publisher  Editor  Faith  Forum  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500),  owned  by  the  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  Is  published  weekly  by  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council,  2520  W.  Commerce  St-,  Dallas,  Texas  75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  145-year  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper. 
The  Reporter  has  no  official  ties  to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination’s  general  boards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does  pro¬ 
duce  official  regional  editions  for  39  annual  conferences. 

This  newspaper  maintains  an  editorial  policy  of  assuring  the  truth,  accuracy,  readability,  relevance  and  significance  of  all  materials  published.  It  aims  to  pro¬ 
vide  readers  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the  diversity  of  Christians.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  represent  the  opin¬ 
ions  of  the  newspaper’s  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  this  newspaper  are  the  views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  staff. 

Send  Correspondence  and  Address  Changes  (include  mailing  label)  To:  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Telephone:  (214)  630-6495.  Subscription  rates:  $24  per  year  for  national  edition;  rates  for  editions  available  upon  request.  Second  Class  Postage 
paid  at  Dallas,  TX  and  additional  post  offices. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address  changes  to  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“. . .  The  angel  said  to  him:  ‘Do 
not  be  afraid,  Zechariah,  for  your 
prayer  has  been  heard.  Your  wife 
Elizabeth  will  bear  you  a  son,  and 
you  will  name  him  John.” 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Isaiah  40:3) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  1 1 
Third  Sunday  of  Advent 
Sunday:  Zephaniah  3: 1 4, 1 5 
Monday:  Zephaniah  3: 1 6-20 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  12:2-4 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  12:5,6 
Thursday:  Philippians  4:4,5 
Friday:  Philippians  4:6,7 
Saturday:  Luke  3:7-18 
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Daisy  —  India  Luisa  —  Guatemala  Christopher  —  India 

WHAT  CAN  YOU  DO  TO  HELP?  Hundreds  of  youngsters  like  these  are  crying 
out  for  help  every  day.  There  is  no  hope  for  them  unless  you  respond  with  a 
loving  heart. 

Wouldn’t  you  like  to  be  a  blessing  to  a  child  by  becoming  a  sponsor?  Your  tax- 
deductible  donation  of  $15  per  month  provides  the  child  with  food  for  body  and 
spirit  and  an  education.  WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC.  will  send  “your"  child’s 
name,  address,  picture  and  life  history  to  you.  You  can  write  to  the  child,  if  you 
wish.  WCI  is  a  Christian,  non-profit  organization  founded  by  a  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  in  1965.  WCI  is  U.S.  government  approved  and  is  listed  with  the  National 
Charities  Information  Bureau. 

88%  of  all  funds  received  were  sent  overseas  in  1993.  We’ll  send  you  a 
copy  of  the  WCI  audit. 

Sunday  School  classes,  church  groups,  families  and  individuals  sponsor 
children.  Sponsorship  means  life  to  a  destitute  youngster  overseas. 

A  CHILD  CRIES  OUT  FOR  HELP.  WHA  TARE  YOU  GOING  TO  DO? 

□  Send  Information  on  WCI's  Sponsorship 
program. 


ikt.  wcnlA  l  fiomtff.ss  JtilAiu 


.  Carol  Ivey,  Director 
P.O.  Box  2979 
Winter  Haven,  FL  33880 
(813)  293-0774 


□  Yes,  1  wish  lo  sponsor  a  cl 

□  I  prefer  a  child  In _ 

□  Enclosed  is  payment  tor: 

first  month  ($15) _ 

full  year  ($180) _ 


Name  _ 
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HUMAN  RIGHTS  WITNESS:  The 

nearly  1,000  delegates  to  the  1996  session  of 
United  Methodism’s  top  lawmaking  body  will 
take  time  from  their  two-week  legislative  agen¬ 
da  to  make  a  public  witness  for  human  rights 
for  all  people,  including  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
The  Commission  on  General  Conference, 
which  oversees  planning  for  the  quadrennial, 
international  session,  voted  unanimously  at  its 
November  meeting  to  make  time  during  the 
assembly  for  the  witness.  The  decision  came  in 
response  to  church  members  who  criticized 
holding  the  General  Conference  in  Denver  af¬ 
ter  Colorado  voters  passed  an  amendment  that 
has  been  interpreted  as  denying  human-rights 
protection  to  homosexuals.  The  amendment 
has  since  been  held  to  be  unconstitutional. 


STORM  RECOVERY:  Recovery  opera¬ 
tions  continue  from  Tropical  Storm  Gordon, 
which  killed  at  least  six  persons,  injured  50 
more  and  devastated  many  of  Florida’s  winter 
crops.  According  to  the  Rev.  Walter  Weber, 
pastor  of  Roseland  United  Methodist  Church, 
a  mobile  home  park  in  Barefoot  Bay  in  Micco 
experienced  widespread  damage  from  a  torna¬ 
do  spawned  by  Gordon.  Sixty-eight  homes 
were  destroyed;  263  were  damaged.  Florida 
Area  Bishop  H.  Hasbrouck  Hughes  Jr.,  for¬ 
warded  a  $5,000  grant  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  to  assist  in  relief 
efforts. 


STILL  IN  PRISON:  A  United  Methodist 

pastor  convicted  of  child  sexual  abuse  in  New 
York  in  January  1985  remains  in  prison  while 
four  similar  convictions  from  that  period  have 
been  overturned  on  appeal.  A  recent  Newsday 
story  reviewed  circumstances  of  the  Rev.  Na¬ 
thaniel  Grady  Sr.’s  arrest  and  trial.  Mr.  Grady 
had  been  charged  with  sexually  abusing  pre¬ 
schoolers  at  the  day-care  center  that  leased 
space  in  his  Bronx  church,  Westchester  United 
Methodist.  Despite  a  lack  of  direct  evidence 
and  flawed  testimony  from  the  children,  he 
was  convicted. 

DEFINITION,  PLEASE:  What  is  a  “self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexual?”  The  Judicial 
Council  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
rejected  attempts  by  two  regional  bodies  to  de¬ 
fine  the  term.  The  nine-member  council,  the 
church’s  supreme  court,  said  efforts  by  the 
West  Virginia  and  California-Pacific  annual 
conferences  violated  the  church’s  constitution 
and  must  be  rewritten.  Earlier,  the  ecclesiasti-  i- 
cal  court  had  ruled  that  each  of  the  68  annual 
conferences  in  the  United  States  must  define  for 
itself  the  words  “self-avowed  practicing  homo¬ 
sexual.”  The  phrase  is  part  of  the  church’s 
Book  of  Discipline  prohibiting  ordination  of 
homosexuals. 

CORRECTION:  A  wrong  number  was 
listed  in  the  Reporter’s  Dec.  2  issue  to  order 
the  book,  “Whose  birthday  is  it  anyway?  An 
Advent  and  Christmas  Resource.”  The  correct 
number  is  (404)  961-0102.  The  Reporter  regrets 
the  error. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Global  Methodists  meet  to 
sing  each  other's  faith  songs 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE — Praising  God  in  song. 
It  can  happen  in  any  language.  It  can  be 
harmonically  simple  or  sophisticated.  It 
can  be  done  to  the  accompanying  beat 
of  samba,  calypso,  march,  waltz  and 
rhythms  you  can’t  even  pronounce. 

And  the  result  when  led  by  such  inter¬ 
national  music  leaders  as  Pablo  Sosa  is 
“Gloria!  Gloria!  Gloria!”  bouncing  off 
the  walls  in  four-part  harmony. 

Dr.  Sosa  of  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina, 
well  known  as  a  music  leader  in  many  na- 

Rediscovered 
hymnal  delights 
Russian  church 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE — As  the  small  woman 
from  Russia  bent  over  documents 
spread  across  a  table,  a  frisson  of  excite¬ 
ment  zipped  through  the  room. 

Ludmila  Garbuzova,  musicologist 
and  lay  pastor  of  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Moscow,  was  examining 
one  of  the  few  existing  photocopies  of 
the  Vladivostok  Methodist  hymnal,  a 
1920s  Russian-language  hymnal  titled 
Songs  of  Zion. 

It  is  thought  to  be  the  only  existing 
Russian  Methodist  hymnal. 

Ms.  Garbuzova  was  one  of  14  music 
leaders,  composers  and  hymn  text  writ¬ 
ers  from  across  the  globe  who  attended 
a  meeting  in  Nashville  on  international 
song  (see  related  story  above). 

Ms.  Garbuzova,  a  bubbly  woman 
whose  limited  English  doesn’t  prevent 
her  quick  laughter  or  her  making  a  joke, 
taught  music  in  Moscow  long  before  she 
became  a  United  Methodist.  Through  her 
work  in  organizing  sacred  music  festivals, 
she  heard  a  boys  choir  from  Seattle,  she 
said,  that  was  United  Methodist. 

Knowing  nothing  about  the  denomina¬ 
tion,  she  looked  it  up  in  the  library, 
where  she  discovered  only  one  line  under 
Methodist:  “The  singing  church.”  She  de¬ 
cided  that  it  was  the  church  for  her. 

She  became  lay  pastor  of  the  100- 
member  congregation  where  she  leads 
three  choirs  who  appear  on  Russian  ra¬ 
dio  and  television. 

A  year  ago,  Ms.  Garbuzova  was  not 
well.  Although  she  had  been  hemorrhag¬ 
ing  for  some  time,  she  continued  to 
work.  Her  grown  daughter  feared  for 
her  life. 

About  that  time,,  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent,  chief  executive  of  the  church’s 
mission  board,  and  Bishop  Woodrow 
Hearn,  then  its  president,  visited  Russia 


tional  and  international  United  Methodist 
meetings,  was  one  of  14  Methodist  leaders 
from  across  the  globe  who  recently  joined 
more  than  50  United  Methodist  worship 
leaders  from  the  United  States. 

The  purpose  of  their  gathering  at  Scar- 
ritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nashville  was  to 
sing  each  other’s  songs  in  global  praise 
and  to  offer  music  springing  from  a  wide 
range  of  cultures  to  the  global  church.  The 
event  was  sponsored  by  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Missions. 

Many  of  the  leaders  were  composers 
or  hymn-text  writers  in  their  own  right. 


and  Ms.  Garbuzova’s  church. 

Bishop  Heam  and  Dr.  Nugent  learned 
of  her  illness  through  her  daughter.  They 
arranged  through  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  to  have  her  brought  to 
Houston  where  Methodist  Hospital  do¬ 
nated  all  of  her  care  and  surgeons  donated 
their  services. 

She  convalesced  at  the  home  of  Bish¬ 
op  and  Mrs.  Heam  and  later  at  the 
home  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Duree. 

Ms.  Garbuzova  returned  to  her  con¬ 
gregation  in  Russia  “feeling  better  than 
she  had  in  years.” 

Several  months  ago,  the  Rev.  S.T. 
Kimbrough,  head  of  mission  evange¬ 
lism  for  the  mission  board,  sent  her  a 
photocopy  of  Songs  of  Zion,  which  had 
come  to  his  attention  in  August  1994. 
He  invited  Ms.  Garbuzova  to  study  the 
document. 


Others  were  worship  and  liturgy  spe¬ 
cialists.  They  represented  such  coun¬ 
tries  as  Germany,  Sweden,  Zimbabwe, 
Taiwan,  Russia,  the  United  Kingdom 
and  the  United  States. 

Some  U.S.  participants  brought  mu¬ 
sic  and  lyrics  they  had  written  or  that 
are  important  to  their  ethnic  group  or 
region  of  the  country. 

The  Rev.  S.T.  Kimbrough,  head  of 
mission  evangelism  for  the  global  min¬ 
istries  board,  convened  the  meeting 
dubbed  “Amazing  Grace  ’94:  Global 
Praise.” 


The  Moscow  pastor  now  had  in  hand 
a  hymnal  published  in  Russian  which 
not  only  included  such  popular  Ameri¬ 
can  hymns  as  “Stand  up,  stand  up  for 
Jesus”  and  hymns  translated  from  Ger¬ 
man  and  English  but  a  section  of  48 
hymns  written  by  Russians. 

After  comparing  the  work  in  the  hym¬ 
nal  with  the  work  of  composers  and 
writers  in  other  publications  of  the  peri¬ 
od,  Ms.  Garbuzova  now  believes,  she 
told  the  Nashville  gathering,  that  the 
Russian  hymns  were  written  by  or  at 
least  edited  by  Ivan  Prokhanov  who 
lived  from  1 860  to  1935  and  who  edited 
more  than  1,000  hymns. 

Ms.  Garbuzova  will  not  only  study 
the  hymnal,  she  said,  but  she  will  bring 
it  to  life  again  in  the  congregations  of 
United  Methodists  now  growing  rapidly 
in  Russia. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BAtAY 


NASHVILLE — Ludmila  Garbuzova,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Moscow,  plays  hymns  from  the  newly  recovered  1920s-era  "Songs  of 
Zion,"  which  may  be  the  only  Russian-language  Methodist  hymnal  in  exis¬ 
tence.  Seated  beside  her  is  the  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young,  editor  of  the  "United 
Methodist  Hymnal"  (1989).  Ms.  Garbuzova  and  Dr.  Young  helped  lead  a 
recent  meeting  on  international  song  at  Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nash¬ 
ville  (see  accompanying  story). 


Missionaries  in 
Liberia  praying 
for  peace  again 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 


United  Methodist  missionaries  in  Liberia 
say  they  are  disappointed  about  the  collapse 
of  Liberian  peace  talks  in  Ghana  last  week 
but  they  pray  that  opposing  sides  will  get  to¬ 
gether  Dec.  12. 

Following  a  telephone  call  to  Liberia  on  Dec. 
2,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Wagner  of  Colfax,  Ind.,  said 
officials  and  missionaries  of  the  Liberia  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  will  ask  other  religious  leaders  to 
endorse  a  resolution  to  push  warring  factions 
to  have  peace.  Mr.  Wagner  directs  the  Indiana- 
based  Operation  Classroom,  the  church’s  Libe¬ 
rian  mission  program. 


Rural  fighting  continues 

“Missionary  Mary  Zigbuo  and  the  Rev. 
John  Innis,  executive  assistant  to  Bishop 
Arthur  Kulah, _ 


said  the  fighting 
has  ceased  in 
Monrovia  but  it 
continues  in  the 
rural  areas,”  said 
Mr.  Wagner. 

On-again,  off- 
again  fighting  be¬ 
tween  various 
rebel  factions  has 
crippled  Liberia 
since  1989. 

Despite  peace¬ 
keeping  forces 
from  the  Eco-  " 
nomic  Community  of  West  African  States, 
thousands  of  civilians  have  been  massacred. 
Nearly  half  of  the  country’s  2.5  million  peo¬ 
ple  have  fled  either  to  the  capital  city  of 
Monrovia  or  to  the  Ivory  Coast. 

Despite  all  the  problems  and  danger  in  Li¬ 
beria,  Mr.  Wagner  says  United  Methodist 
missionaries  are  “doing  a  great  job  for  our 
church  in  Liberia.” 

They  include  Herbert  and  Mary  Zigbuo, 
Carolyn  and  Fran  Horton,  Wilma  Dunbar 
and  Loretta  Gruver,  on  leave. 


Operation  Classroom 
continues  to  collect 
school  goods  for  700  Li¬ 
berian  refugee  children  in 
the  midst  of  war.  Needed 
are  school  supplies,  good 
used  clothing,  good  used 
shoes,  toiletries  and  wash 
cloths.  "School  kits"  may 
be  shipped  to  Operation 
Classroom,  c/o  Lapel 
Green  Company;  806 
Woodward  Street;  Lapel, 
IN  40651. 


Three  new  churches  started 

Mr.  Wagner  said  the  missionaries  ex¬ 
pressed  excitement  over  three  new  United 
Methodist  churches  just  started  in  Monrovia. 
He  said  the  fighting  has  not  deterred  Liberi¬ 
ans’  zeal  for  evangelism  and  church  growth. 

Officials  of  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  also  says  churches  have 
been  built  by  Liberian  refugees  living  in  the 
Ivory  Coast.  One  community  raised  $420  to 
build  a  church  for  about  120  people,  but 
twice  that  number  now  try  to  attend. 

Because  it  was  too  dangerous  for  members 
to  attend  annual  conference,  Bishop  Arthur 
Kulah  visited  the  church  during  the  summer. 
He  preached  a  two-hour  sermon,  ordained 
two  people,  commissioned  two  lay  pastors 
and  baptized  28  babies  and  two  adults — all 
during  a  heavy  rainstorm. 


I’m  helping  to  build 
a  church  right  now! 

The  investment  I  chose  pays  me 
interest  and  builds  churches. 
Would  you  like  to  help  too? 


United  Methodist  Development  Fund  accepts  investments  from  United 
Methodist  individuals  or  organizations,  sends  them  an  interest  check 
twice  a  year,  then  lends  that  money  to  United  Methodist  churches  for 
new  construction  and/or  renovation. 


Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  The.Fund’s  sole  purpose 
is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  by  providing 
first  mortgage  loans  to  churches.  This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All 
offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering  Circular. 


Call  or  write  for  the  Offering  Circular: 
The  United 
Methodist 
Development  Fund 
Room  320 

475  Riverside  Drive, 

New  York,  NY  10115 
(212)  870-3856  or 
1-800-862-8633 


If  you’re  a  church, 
for  mortgage 
information, call: 
(212)  870-3865 


These  women  sew  their  love  into  clothes 


By  CATHY  FARMER 

Whitney  Brown  was  dolled  up  for 
her  first  excursion  into  the  world. 

Surrounded  and  fussed  over  by 
two  great-grandparents,  four  grand¬ 
parents,  her  doting  mother  and  dad 
and  two  love-struck  uncles,  the  tiny, 
healthy  baby  left  the  hospital  in  Bo¬ 
livar,  Tenn.,  in  a  grand  procession 
of  flowers,  cards  and  people. 

Little  Jane  Doe,  on  the  other 
hand,  bom  too  early  and  saddled 
with  the  horrific  pain  of  drug  with¬ 
drawal,  died.  Her  body,  clad  in  a 


tiny  paper  jacket,  lay  unclaimed  in 
the  hospital  morgue  until  atten¬ 
dants  took  it  away  for  cremation. 

Mary  Hazel  Fenton,  a  volunteer 
at  the  Women's  and  Children’s 
Hospital  in  Los  Angeles  County, 
sees  seven  or  eight  Jane  Does  every 
day.  And  she  cries  as  their  tiny  bod¬ 
ies,  unloved  and  unwanted,  are  tak¬ 
en  away. 

She  had  to  do  something 

“I  had  to  do  something,”  the  pe¬ 
tite  (4  feet  10  inches),  fiery,  86-year- 
old  said  in  a  phone  interview  from 


her  home  in  California. 

“Those  children  deserve  at  least 
to  be  buried  or  cremated  in  clothes! 
And  the  others,  the  ones  who  live, 
need  clothes  to  wear  to  foster 
homes  or  orphanages.” 

Ms.  Fenton  says  that  40-50  ba¬ 
bies  are  bom  every  day  at  her  hospi¬ 
tal,  many  of  them  premature,  many 
to  mothers  who  are  dmg  addicts  or 
alcoholics. 

The  task  of  helping  clothe  them 
was  beyond  Ms.  Fenton  until  she 
indirectly  enlisted  the  help  of  Pat 
Calhoun,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Jim  Cal- 
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Cutting  out 
jackets  for  pre¬ 
mature  babies 
are  (seated 
from  left) 
Rhonda  Wat¬ 
son,  Nancy 
Brewster,  Patsy 
Myers,  Tammy 
Cash  and 
Kathie 

McClanahan 
and  (standing) 
Pat  Calhoun. 
The  United 
Methodists 
send  the  jack¬ 
ets  to  Mary 
Hazel  Fenton, 
a  volunteer  at 
the  Women's 
and  Children's 
Hospital  in  Los 
Angeles  (see 
accompanying 
story). 


houn.  Mr.  Calhoun  is  the  pastor  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bolivar,  Tenn.,  about  60  miles 
southeast  of  Memphis. 

Mrs.  Calhoun  said,  “Betty  and 
Elmer  Prather  go  to  the  same 
church  as  Mary  Fenton’s  cousin. 
Mary  called  her  cousin  for  help,  and 
Betty  asked  me  to  make  jackets  for 
the  infants.  That  was  five  years  ago 
when  Jim  was  pastor  at  Dyer,  Tenn. 

The  church  women  made  the 
jackets  by  using  one  of  the  paper 
jackets  the  hospital  provided  as  a 
pattern. 

Mrs.  Calhoun  continued  the  proj¬ 
ect  at  Bolivar  First  Church  after  her 
husband's  move  there.  The  congre¬ 
gation’s  United  Methodist  Women 
have  made  hundreds  of  jackets,  tiny 
caps  and  blankets. 

A  new  circle  of  young  women,  led 
by  Nancy  Brewster,  Whitney 
Brown's  grandmother,  cuts  out  the 
jackets  during  a  work  evening  each 
month,  and  the  older  ladies  sew  them 
together. 

Ms.  Brewster  said,  “As  mothers, 
everyone  in  our  circle  relates  to  the 
jacket  project.” 

Ms.  Calhoun  packages  and  mails 
them  to  Ms.  Fenton  in  California. 

Knew  somebody  cared 

“I  sat  down  and  cried  and  cried 
and  cried  when  those  jackets  ar¬ 
rived,”  Ms.  Fenton  said.  “Some¬ 
body  cared  about  my  babies.  I  even 
received  some  jackets  from  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  church  in  New  Mar¬ 
ket,  Tenn..  and  one  in  Georgia.” 

Little  Jane  Doe  might  not  have  a 
loving  family  surrounding  her,  but 
she  does  have  Mary  Hazel  Fenton 
and,  through  her,  Pat  Calhoun  and 
dozens  of  United  Methodist  Women. 

Ms.  Farmer  is  editor  of  the  Mem¬ 
phis  United  Methodist  Reporter. 


Faith  at  work 
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JOINS  DISCIPLESHIP:  The  Rey.  Lia 

Icaza- Willetts,  former  pastor  of  Bryan  Memori¬ 
al  United  Methodist  Church  in  Coconut  Grove, 
Miami,  Fla.,  recently  joined  the  church’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship  as  director  of  evan¬ 
gelism  ministries.  She  specializes  in 
development  of  local  church  leadership — both 
lay  and  clergy.  A  native  of  Puerto  Rico,  Ms. 
Icaza-Willetts  is  a  member  of  the  Florida  An¬ 
nual  (regional)  Conference  where  she  has 
served  for  seven  years. 

TO  RETIRE:  Allen  L.  Brown,  a  director  in 
the  United  Methodist  Men’s  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  has  announced 
plans  to  retire  Dec.  31.  Since  1978  Mr.  Brown 
produced  numerous  resources  for  district  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men’s  presidents  and  recently 
planned  and  implemented  two  national  “Black 
Men  in  Crisis”  events.  He  also  served  as  editor 
of  the  bimonthly  ME  NS  NEWS. 

CHAPLAIN  RETIRES:  The  Rev.  John 
W.  Heyward  Jr.,  a  United  Methodist,  recently 
retired  after  34  years  of  active  service  in  the 
Air  Force  Reserve  chaplaincy.  He  is  thought  to 
be  the  only  African  American  to  earn  the  rank 
of  colonel  in  that  portion  of  the  military.  He  re¬ 
tired  in  May  1 994  after  40  years  in  the 
church’s  Missouri  East  Annual  Conference. 

200  YEARS:  The  congregation  believed  to 
be  the  oldest  black  Methodist  church  in  the 
world  celebrated  its  bicentennial  recently. 
Mother  African  Zoar  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Philadelphia  was  formed  in  1787 
when  2 1  black  members  of  St.  George’s  Meth¬ 
odist — from  which  Richard  Allen  separated  to 
found  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church — created  their  own  congregation  with¬ 
in  what  was  then  The  Methodist  Church. 

JAMES  ARGUE  DIES:  The  Rev.  James 

B.  Argue  Sr., 73,  senior  pastor  of  Pulaski 
Heights  United  Methodist  Church  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  for  nearly  24  years,  died  of  a  heart 
attack  Nov.  26.  Dr.  Argue  was  noted  for  his 
television  ministry  and  his  speaking  out  on 
such  issues  as  racial  discrimination,  world 
peace  and  nuclear  disarmament. 

MORE  ACCESSIBLE:  Congregations  in 
the  United  Methodist  Holston  regional  confer¬ 
ence  say  they’re  more  aware  of  structural  bar¬ 
riers  in  their  churches,  thanks  to  a  recent 
conference-wide  survey.  About  850  congrega¬ 
tions — nearly  90  percent  of  the  Holston  confer¬ 
ence — completed  the  accessibility  survey.  The 
conference  will  follow  up  with  training  in  ac¬ 
cessibility  guidelines  under  the  Americans  with 
Disabilities  Act. 

COMMENDED:  The  Rev.  George 
McClain,  executive  director  of  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action,  has  commended 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  on 
its  recent  report,  “Biblical  Wisdom  and  Theo¬ 
logical  Ferment”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  18).  “We 
should  be  proud  of  our  bishops.  They  exercised 
their  teaching  function  in  a  most  admirable 
way,  with  wisdom  and  without  anxiety,”  said 
Mr.  McClain. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Ministries' ' best  gifts'  to  mother: 
peace >  independence,  privacy 


REPORTER  ST AFT  PHOTO  BY  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

The  17-unit  Fair  Haven  apartment  complex  was  built  in  1949 
by  the  R.  W.  Fair  (family)  Foundation  of  Tyler,  Texas  for  those 
suffering  from  chronic  illnesses.  Now  part  of  Tucson  Metropol¬ 
itan  Ministries,  the  renovated  apartments  serve  low-income 
single  adults  and  families  (see  accompanying  story). 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

TUCSON— Kathy  Ellis,  26, 
says  she  has  received  the  best 
gifts  anyone  can  receive  this  time 
of  year — peace,  independence 
and  privacy. 

What  she  describes  as  30 
months  of  her  three-year-mar- 
riage  “living  on  the  streets”  with 
an  abusive  husband  and  infant 
son  (who  also  was  abused  by  his 
father)  is  a  far  cry  from  her  life 
today. 

Ms.  Ellis  and  her  robust  two- 
year-old  son,  Matthew,  are  per¬ 
manent  residents  of  Fair  Haven, 
a  residential  ministry  of  the 
United  Methodist-related  Tuc¬ 
son  Metropolitan  Ministries. 
Since  May  they  have  resided  in 
one  of  the  ministries’  24  apart¬ 
ments  for  single  mothers  and 
others  with  special  needs. 

She  says  her  gratitude  is  “more 
than  words  can  express”  after  a 
lifetime  of  abuse — mostly  verbal, 
some  physical.  Her  environment 
was  dimmed  even  more  from  a 
car  accident  head  injury  which  left 
her  mentally  disabled  at  age  5. 


“Now  I  have  to  work  at  things 
just  to  be  average,”  she  said  dur¬ 
ing  a  Reporter  interview  the  day 
after  Thanksgiving.  She  appeared 
relaxed  and  well  groomed  and 
exhibited  a  persistent  smile. 

Before  her  life  at  Tucson  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Ministries,  Ms.  Ellis 
lived  seven  years  with  either  an 
array  of  relatives  or  on  the 
streets.  One  year  she  moved  10 
times.  Divorced  and  homeless, 
she  took  her  son  last  winter  to 
Tucson’s  Salvation  Army  shelter, 
then  moved  to  Fair  Haven. 

“I  was  abused  when  I  was  mar¬ 
ried — physical,  spiritual  and  sexu¬ 
al,”  she  said.  She  thought  abuse 
was  part  of  life  and  realized  only 
from  reading  public  library  books 
that  she  didn’t  have  to  be  abused. 

Through  Tucson  Metropolitan 
Ministries,  Ms.  Ellis  receives 
counseling,  parenting  classes  and 
much-needed  financial  and  spiri¬ 
tual  support. 

One  among  many 

According  to  the  Rev.  Don 
Strauch,  executive  director  of 
Tucson  Metropolitan  Ministries, 
Ms.  Ellis’  story  is  one  among 


many  detailing  special  needs  of 
residents  who  have  fallen 
through  social-structure  cracks. 
He  said  many  people  with  special 
needs  can  live  somewhat  inde¬ 
pendently  but  need  minimal 
oversight  and  financial  assistance 
while  learning  living  skills. 

Mr.  Strauch  is  an  ordained 
United  Methodist  minister  with 
a  passion  for  meeting  spiritual 
and  physical  needs  of  low-in¬ 
come  people  with  disabilities. 
Before  moving  to  Tucson  in  1988 
he  spent  many  years  in  the  social 
service  profession  with  Lutheran 
Social  Services  of  Iowa,  other 
agencies  and  local  pastorates  in 
his  native  Iowa. 

Tucson  Metropolitan  Ministries 
was  in  transition  when  Mr. 
Strauch  arrived.  The  former  exec¬ 
utive  director,  the  Rev.  Jerry  D. 
Elrod,  had  just  negogiated  transfer 
of  the  two-acre  Fair  Haven  apart¬ 
ments  property  from  the  R.  W. 
Fair  Foundation  of  Tyler,  Texas, 
to  the  Tucson  agency.  The  Texas 
foundation  is  administered  by 
Wilton  Fair,  son  of  the  founder. 

His  mother,  Mattie  Allen  Fair, 
had  utilized  the  family  foundation 
in  1948  to  build  a  17-unit,  one- 
story,  disabled-accessible  com¬ 
plex — an  idea  approximately  40 
years  ahead  of  its  time.  She  spent 
winters  in  Tucson’s  dry  climate 
for  health  reasons. 

Foundation  funds  built  the 
complex  which  became  home  to 
people,  regardless  of  religious  af¬ 
filiation,  who  could  live  there.in- 
dependently  but  who  had  a 
chronic  aliment  like  tuberculosis 
and  only  a  modest  income. 

The  Fair  Foundation,  through 
matching  gifts,  most  recently  as¬ 
sisted  in  a  $200,000  project  in¬ 
cluding  new  apartments  and  an 
activity  center  with  coin-operat¬ 
ed  laundry.  According  to  Mr. 
Strauch,  the  Fair  family  has  giv¬ 
en  around  $100,000  to  Fair  Ha¬ 
ven  projects  since  1988. 

Tripled  growth 

During  Mr.  Strauch’s  tenure 
Tucson  Metropolitan  ministries 
has  tripled  its  annual  budget  to 
$1.2  million  and  now  serves 
around  450  people  a  week.  A  staff 
of  64  full-  and  part-time  employees 
and  a  42-member  board  provide: 

/  24  apartments  for  homeless 
mothers  with  children,  perma¬ 
nent  housing  for  special  needs  or 
developmentally  disabled  indi¬ 
viduals,  Native  Americans,  el¬ 
derly  residents  with  serious 
illnesses  and  low-income  singles 
and  families; 

/  A  family-style  residential 
group  home  for  foster  children 
up  to  age  1 1  which  is  in  the  li¬ 


censing  process; 

V  Four  child  care  centers — 
three  in  Tucson  and  one  at 
Douglas  120  miles  south  of  Tuc¬ 
son  on  the  Mexico-U.S.  border; 

S  A  recycling  center  salvaging 
clothing,  bedding  and  new  build¬ 
ing  materials  left  from  construc¬ 
tion  sites  and 

V  Camp  Hope,  a  summer 
camp  for  55  developmentally 
disabled  youth  and  adults. 

Tucson  Metropolitan  Minis¬ 
tries  engenders  support  from  40 
local  faith  groups  including  pri¬ 
marily  Protestants,  Catholics  and 
Jews.  It  is  one  of  only  two  social 
service  institutions  in  the  United 
Methodist  Desert  Southwest  re¬ 
gional  conference. 

Spirituality  at  the  heart 

Tucson  Metropolitan  Minis¬ 
tries  maintains  and  promotes  its 
spiritual  roots  as  a  church-based 
agency,  says  Mr.  Strauch. 

“We’re  not  paternalistic,”  he 
said,  explaining  that  Tucson 
Metropolitan  Ministries  teaches 
living  skills  so  clients  can  become 
less  dependent  on  social  services. 


Compiled  from  news  reports 

As  families  picked  through  the 
rubble  of  homes  flattened  by  a 
recent  series  of  twisters  that 
swept  through  West  Tennessee, 
United  Methodists  pitched  in,  as 
one  pastor  put  it,  “to  BE  the 
church  for  this  community. 

“We  want  to  be  visible  to  the 
people,”  said  the  Rev.  Randy 
Jetton,  pastor  of  the  Halls-Leba- 
non’Charge. 

No  damage  to  church  property 
was  reported,  but  at  least  one 


Mr.  Strauch  further  explained 
that  “each  of  our  five  locations 
has  a  monthly  Bible  study  and 
plans  to  have  a  volunteer  month¬ 
long  chaplain  because  the  spiritu¬ 
al  dimension  is  part  of  our 
clients’  environment.”  He  added 
that  “many  homeless  have  not 
given  up  their  (spiritual)  roots.” 

To  depict  the  agency’s  spiritual 
heritage,  he  said,  artwork  show¬ 
ing  Jesus  with  children  from 
around  the  world,  a  picture  of 
“the  American  prophet”  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  and  the  words  of 
Isaiah  58:6-7  is  displayed  in  the 
entrance  of  each  Tucson  Metro¬ 
politan  Ministries  site. 

Tucson  Metropolitan  Ministries 
has  changed  over  its  20-year  histo¬ 
ry  from  an  advocate  of  Tucson’s 
poor  to  a  State  of  Arizona-ac¬ 
claimed  care  provider,  meeting 
physical  needs  and  giving  hope  to 
people  like  Ms.  Ellis,  the  once- 
homeless  mother  of  a  two-year-old. 

Reflecting  on  her  own  spiritual 
needs,  she  says,  “Spirituality  is  a 
big  part  of  reality.  When  I  was 
married,  it  wasn’t  allowed.  Here 
it’s  encouraged.” 


United  Methodist  congregation 
suffered  the  death  of  a  member. 

In  Crockett  County,  Mary 
Katherine  Thomas,  73,  who  lived 
by  herself  on  a  100-acre  farm,  told 
her  son  on  the  phone  that  “it 
sounds  like  the  roofs  coming  off, 
but  don’t  worry,  I’ll  be  OK.” 

She  wasn’t.  Her  body  and 
pieces  of  the  house  were  found  in 
a  nearby  field. 

The  Rev.  Jim  Griffith,  pastor 
of  Friendship-Elizabeth  Charge, 
officiated  at  Mrs.  Thomas’  funer¬ 
al  a  few  days  later. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Single  mother  Kathy  Ellis  and  her  two-year-old  son,  Matthew, 
play  together  on  the  Fair  Activity  Center  playground.  Once 
homeless,  both  now  live  in  an  apartment  on  Tucson  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Ministries'  Fair  Haven  campus  (see  accompanying  story). 


Twisters  claim  one  life 


CLASSIFIED 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  FOR  growing 
850-member  church.  Will  oversee  Christian  educa¬ 
tion,  child  care,  small  group  ministries.  Send  resume 
to:  Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1501  Sycamore,  Qovis,  NM  88101.  (505) 
763-3461. 

DIRECTOR  MUSIC/DRAMA  MINISTRY.  Direct 
150  voice  choir,  musical  dramas,  ensemble,  youth 
choirs,  oversee  entire  program:  children’s  handbell 
choirs,  fine  arts  school  assistant  and  organist  Send 
resume  to:  Qif  Perry,  Trinity  UMC,  9o25  N.  Mili¬ 
tary  Trail  Palm  Beach  Gardens,  FL  33410. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  with  chil¬ 

dren’s  ministry  emphasis.  A  large  suburban  church 
with  a  full  program  located  in  Lexington,  KY  is  seek¬ 
ing  a  Minister  or  Director  of  Christian  Education 
with  a  heavy  cmpha<tn  upon  children’s  ministry.  Job 
description  available  upon  request.  Please  send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Education  Search  Committee.  Southern 
Hills  United  Methodist  Church,  2356  Harrodsbum 
Road,  Lexington,  KY  40503-1795.  Telephone:  (606) 
277-6176. 

WANTED:  TO  FILL  NEW  POSITION  —  Associate 

Director  of  Tennessee  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries.  Job  assignment  will  consist  entirely  of  develop¬ 
ing  and  coordinating  ministries  with  poor  and 
marginalized  persons.  Submit  written  resume  with 
cover  letter  to:  Charles  F.  “Skip"  Armistead,  Council 
Director,  1110  19th  Avenue,  South,  Nashville,  TN 
37212  or  fax  same  to  me  at  (615)  329-0884.  Deadline 
for  submitting  resume  January  2,  1995.  Please  note: 
This  deadline  has  been  extended  from  November  4, 
1994. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH. 

Fort -Valley  United  Methodist,  a  strong,  active  800- 
member  church  seeks  a  full-time  Director  of  Educa¬ 
tion  with  emphasis  on  youth  ministry.  Christian 
education  degree  or  comparable  experience  preferred. 
Please  submit  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  P.O. 
Box  1258,  Fort  Valley,  GA  31030.  Telephone:  (912) 
825-2762. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES,  full-time, 

for  2100-member  church,  very  active  youth  program 
currently  in  place.  Experience  and/or  certification 
preferred.  Position  available  January  1,  1995.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  Shelby  Rowan,  P.O.  Box  3846,  Bryan  ,  TX 
77805.  (409)  779-1 324TFax:  (409)  775-2173. 

FLORIDA  CHAPLAIN  NEEDED.  A  United  Metb- 

odist  related  retirement  community  in  Florida  is  in 
need  of  a  retired  Methodist  minister  to  serve  as  part- 
time  chaplain.  Send  resumes  to:  Wesley  Manor,  25 

SL  RD13,  Jacksonville,  FL  32259.  | 

DO  YOU  WEEP  AT  INCREASING  ATTACKS 

agam<a  women,  gay  men/lesbians,  other  minorities? 
Work  for  an  inclusive  UMC  through  the  Methodist 
Fedeafion  for  Social  Action.  New  conference  chap- 
ters  forming.  Contact  76  Qinton  Avenue,  Staten  Is¬ 
land,  NY  10301.  (718)  273-MFSA. 

TRAVEL  IN  THE  FOOTSTEPS  of  SL  Paul  Leaving 

for  Greece  and  Turkey  March  13th.  For  itinerary  and 
prices,  write  Chaplain  William  Hartman,  Evangelical 
Manor,  8401  Roosevelt  BlvcL,  Philadelphia,  PA 
19151 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FOR  2600-MEMBER  church. 

Responsible  for  comprehensive  music  ministry. 
Bachelor  of  Music  required-  Master  of  Music  pro- 
ferred.  Experience  required.  Send  resume  to:  Search 
Committee,  P.O.  Box  1959,  Alma,  AR  72921. 

POST  CARDS  FROM  YOUR  COLOR  PHOTOS! 

Reach  shut-ins,  invite  people  to  church,  spread  the 
good  news!  Samples  and  ideas!  Westwind  Photo  & 
Graphics  (303)  663-7492. 

DIRECTOR,  BIBLE  TRANSLATION  AND  Utili¬ 

zation.  The  National  Council  of  Churches  is  now  ao 
cepting  applications  for  the  position  of.  Director, 
BibteT ransiatioo  and  Utilization.  This  position  re¬ 
quires  a  strong  theological  background,  proven  ad- 
mimstranve/manageriaJ  experience  and  promotional/ 
public  relations  wlk.  For  a  complete  job  description 
and  application  materials  write  to:  The  National 
Council  of  Churches,  Office  of  Human  Resources, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  520,  New  York,  NY 
10115.  Deadline  for  submitting  materials  is  Decero- 
ber  30,  1994. 

ALZHEIMERS?????  THERE’S  HELP  FOR  the  hurt¬ 

ing!  Read  “Til  Move  Over —  Story  of  a  Great  Love” 
by  J.  Robert  Boggs.  Endorsed  by  Dr.  Otis  Bowen.  Or¬ 
der  Boggs  Books.  Box  121  Warsaw,  IN  46581. 
S9.95.  ! 

FOR  SALE:  ALLEN  ORGAN  (TYPE  THEA  Q  In¬ 

cludes  bench  and  speakers.  In  good  condition.  First 
UMC  Grand  Prairie,  TX.  (214)  264-6148. 

FOR  SALE  26  12’  PADDED  OAK  pews  in  good 

condition.  Best  offer  accepted.  (505)  327-0363. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 

wanted  to  assume  responsibilities  for  established 
youth  program  at  230CLmember  United  Methodist 
church  in  community  adjacent  to  Columbia,  SC. 
Send  resume  to:  SPRC,  Union  UMC,  P.O.  Box  705, 
Irmo,  SC  29063-0705.  (803)  781-3013. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?"  Meth¬ 

odist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now  accepting  ap¬ 
plications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico  residents  call 
(2 1 0)  696-702 1  for  information. 

SPRING  THROUGH  WINTER  m  the  Smokies  near 

t  ake  lima hxira  Incomparable  view.  Completely  fur¬ 
nished  ■‘ffiomrirs  S 190  week,  S700  four  weeks  Sun¬ 
day  to  Sunday.  Mountain  view  Guest  House,  Drawer 
1096,  WaynesviDe.  NC  28786.  (704)  627-9507. 

SIERRA  SERVICE  PROJECT  SEEKS  construction 
supervisors  for  summer  youth  service  camps  on  Na¬ 
tive  American  reservations  in  CA/AZ.  Can  supervise 
many  projects  simultaneously,  enjoys  coordinating 
imdnfWl  volunteers,  likes  teenagers,  actively  Chris¬ 
tian.  Full-time  +  6/20-8/19/95.  Modestly  paid,  great 
summer  job!  Information/apphcatxiri:  Paige  Eaves, 
530  East  8th  St.  #105,  Oakland,  CA  94606.  (510) 
834-6545.  February  1  deadline. 

BRECKENRIDGE,  COLORADO  CONDO.  Two 

bedroom,  two  bath.  Sleeps  6-7  comfortably.  Pool  and 
hot  tub.  Very  near  downtown.  Lovefy.  (214)  497-1493. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE  SSS. 

Catalog  Si.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station  Square, 
Suite  227.  Rocky  ML,  NC  27804.  (919)  442-1211. 
(Accredited). 

PROGRAM  COORDINATOR/Y OUTH  Ministry 

Open  January  1, 1995:  Full-time  position  of  Program 
Coordinator/Youth  Ministry.  Vibrant,  growing 
church  with  strong  youth  and  singles  program  in 
place;  helpful  staff  Musk  and  education  programs 
round  out  a  strong  church.  Pension/benefits  package 
Send  resume:  Community  United  Methodist 
Church,  1600  W.  Broadway,  Columbia,  MO  65203- 
1187.  Attn:  Staff-Parish  Committee.  Phone:  (314) 
445-6131. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Moun¬ 

tain  Home,  AR  is  seeking  a  person  to  fill  the  position 
of  Director  of  Discipleship  with  youth  and  young 
adults.  Experience  necessary.  Salary  and  benefits 
commensurate  with  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Pam 
Ross,  SPR  Committee  Chairperson,  605  W  6th  Sl, 
Mountain  Home,  AR  72653. 

Pensions  board  broadens  advocacy  stance 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

PHOENIX— The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Pension  and  Health 
Benefits  has  announced  three  new 
areas  of  shareholder  advocacy. 

The  board’s  committee  on  corpo¬ 
rate  and  fiduciary  responsibility 
said  the  areas  are: 

■  Asking  companies  to  nominate 
qualified  women  and  people  of  col¬ 
or  to  their  boards  of  directors; 

■  Endorsing  the  Coalition  for  En¬ 
vironmentally  Responsible  Econo¬ 
mies’  principles  for  environmental 
accountability; 

■  Seeking  disclosure  by  the  US 
West  Corp.  and  other  communica¬ 
tions  companies  of  plans  for  univer¬ 
sal  access  as  they  develop  and 
construct  an  infrastructure  for  the 
“information  superhighway.” 

The  committee,  headed  by 


William  C.  Kirkwood  of  Garden 
City,  N.Y.,  also  directed  agency 
staff  to  develop  proxy  voting  guide¬ 
lines  on  election  of  corporate 
boards  of  directors  and  on  corpo¬ 
rate  executive  compensation  and 
stock-option  plans. 

In  its  report  to  the  board,  which 
met  recently  in  Phoenix,  the  com¬ 
mittee  also  approved  filing  share¬ 
holder  resolutions  and  engaging  in 
dialogue  with  corporate  manage¬ 
ment  in  1995  on  a  variety  of  corpo¬ 
rate  governance  and  social  issues. 

Included  are  total  support  for  the 
South  African  Council  of  Churches’ 
code  of  business  conduct,  confiden¬ 
tial  proxy  voting,  equal  employment 
opportunity  in  the  United  States,  en¬ 
vironmental  impact  disclosure  and 
compliance  with  the  federal  Commu¬ 
nity  Reinvestment  Act. 


C^A/'S>//asi  .  .^7sto. 


Plan  your  1995  vacation  now  with  a 
CHRISTIAN  CRUISE! 

Bahamas  -  Nassau  and  Port  Lucaya  Adventurous  Alaska 

May  1-5,  1995  -  Cost:  $689*  Aug.  9-16,  1995  -  Cost  $1900  -  $2525* 

Guests:  Dr.  Paul  Meier.  Rick  Stanley  Guests :  Joni  Eareckson  Tada,  Dino 

The  Imperials,  Dr.  Ike  Reighard  Dr.  Paul  Meier.  Steve  Arterburn 


No  liquor  or  casinos.  Special  daily  planned  activities  for  children. 
Based  on  double  occupancy.* 

Does  not  include  port  charges  and  gratuities  which  are  subject  to  change. 
For  information,  brochures  and  reservations,  contact: 

Christian  Tours,  Inc.  1-800-505-8687 


Celebrate  the  Son I 


Also  at  issue  are  human  rights  in 
maquiladoras,  factories  in  Mexico, 
mostly  owned  by  U.S.  corporations 
and  employing  thousands  of  Mexi¬ 
can  workers  often  at  low  pay  and  un¬ 
der  unsafe  working  conditions. 

Mr.  Kirkwood  said  the  commit¬ 
tee  has  added  1 1 1  domestic  and  22 
international  companies  to  the  list 
of  those  approved  for  investment  of 
the  board’s  assets. 

He  said  committee  support  was 
given  for  the  staffs  non-approval  of 
two  domestic  companies — Brinker 
International  and  Textron — be¬ 
cause  their  interests  in  alcohol  and 
Department  of  Defense  contracts 
exceed  the  board's  investment 
guidelines. 

Allied  Signal,  Texas  Instruments, 
TRW  and  Unisys — in  which  the 
board  holds  stock — have  been 


placed  on  a  “no  further  purchase” 
list  for  lack  of  compliance  with  the 
board’s  guidelines  on  defense  and 
nuclear-weapons  rations. 

The  committee  reviewed  its  July 
action  requesting  the  board’s  invest¬ 
ment  committee  to  initiate  divest¬ 
ment  of  stock  in  ITT-Sheraton 
because  of  Sheraton  Hotels’  increased 
involvement  in  casino  gambling. 

Vidette  Bullock  Mixon,  director 
of  the  board’s  corporate  relations 
and  social  concerns  department, 
said  conversations  with  the  Wm. 
Wrigley  Jr.  Company  had  resulted 
in  the  company’s  publishing  a  so¬ 
cial-responsibility  report. 

She  said  conversations  with  the 
Unocal  Corp.  have  brought  assur¬ 
ances  from  the  company  that  it  “re¬ 
mains  committed  to  publishing  an 
environmental  report”  by  Jan.  15. 


Agency  explains  its  role 
in  First  Amendment  case 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  no  way  has 
joined  the  defense  of  the  Pink  Pyra¬ 
mid  Bookstore  in  Cincinnati,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Wilford  Bane,  head  of 
the  public  media  division  of  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

Mr.  Bane’s  comments  came  after 
the  American  Family  Association 
reported  that  the  church  agency  is  a 
member  of  the  National  Coalition 
Against  Censorship.  The  coalition 
filed  arguments  in  September  de¬ 
fending  the  bookstore’s  right  to  rent 
“Salo  or  120  Days  of  Sodom.” 

The  American  Family  Associa¬ 
tion,  headed  by  United  Methodist 


the  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon,  is  based 
in  Tupelo,  Miss. 

Charges  against  the  bookstore 
and  its  staff  for  renting  the  video 
were  dismissed  in  mid-November 
after  a  judge  ruled  that  Cincinnati 
police  had  illegally  seized  the  video¬ 
tape  in  violation  of  the  First, 
Fourth  and  1 4th  Amendments. 

The  coalition,  with  41  participat¬ 
ing  organizations  listed  on  its  letter¬ 
head,  filed  a  friend-of-the-court  brief 
in  August  supporting  the  defendants’ 
motions  to  dismiss  the  charges. 

Mr.  Bane  said  UMCom  does  not 
support  pornography,  but  he  de¬ 
fended  the  agency’s  role  as  a  “partici¬ 
pating  organization”  in  the  coalition. 
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Muslims  challenge 


By  IRA  RIFKIN 

Religion  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— American 
Muslim  and  Arab-American  activ¬ 
ists  have  criticized  the  recent  Public 
Broadcasting  Service  documentary 
Jihad  in  America  as  inaccurate  and 
symptomatic  of  anti-Islamic  media 
“McCarthyism." 

The  documentary,  which  aired  on 
PBS  stations  nationwide,  reported 
on  alleged  U.S.  activities  of  Islamic 
extremists  tied  to  the  violent  Pales¬ 
tinian  group  Hamas  and  other  Mus¬ 
lim  factions. 

Activists  blast  film 

More  than  a  half-dozen  activists 
held  a  news  conference  to  blast  PBS 
for  broadcasting  the  one-hour  film. 
They  said  it  will  increase  hostility 
toward  Muslims  and  Arabs  in  the 
United  States. 

The  Washington-based  Council 
on  American-Islamic  Relations  at¬ 
tacked  Steve  Emerson,  who  report¬ 
ed  and  produced  the  film,  as  “a 
journalist  with  a  long  track  record 
of  hostility  toward  Islam.” 

In  a  statement  issued  before  the 
documentary  aired,  Mr.  Emerson,  a 
former  reporter  for  CNN  and  U.S. 
News  and  World  Report,  defended 
his  film,  noting  that  it  “repeatedly 
points  out  that  militant  radical  Is¬ 
lam  is  an  extreme  fringe  that  sub¬ 
scribes  to  radical  beliefs  which  do 
not  represent  Islam.” 

PBS  issued  a  statement  calling  Ji¬ 
had  in  America  a  “well-documented 
work  of  investigative  journalism” 
supported  by  two  years  of  research. 

The  film,  which  opened  with 
footage  of  the  1993  World  Trade 
Center  bombing,  claimed  that  more 
than  30  groups  that  help  fund  “radi¬ 
cal  Islamic  activities”  operate  in  the 
United  States  as  tax-exempt  chari¬ 
table  organizations,  ostensibly  rais¬ 
ing  money  for  humanitarian  efforts. 
The  film  claimed  that  extremists 
had  taken  advantage  of  lax  U.S.  im- 


"The  documentary 
distorts  the  true  nature 
of  the  Muslim 
community." 

— Sayyid  Muhammad 
Syeed 


migration  and  visa  requirements. 

Extremists  shown  in  the  film  were 
nearly  all  foreign  nationals  who 
railed  against  Israel  and  Muslim  gov¬ 
ernment  officials  deemed  hostile  to 
fundamentalist  Islam.  However,  Mr. 
Emerson’s  premise  was  that  the  ulti¬ 
mate  target  of  the  militants  is  the 
United  States  for  supporting  Israel, 
Egypt  and  other  nations  opposed  to 
the  fundamentalists. 

Imad-ad-Dean  Ahmad,  who  di¬ 
rects  the  Minaret  of  Freedom  Insti¬ 
tute  in  Bethesda,  Md.,  said  that  “no 
doubt”  there  are  Muslims  “against 
whom  such  a  charge  would  be  val¬ 
id — Muslim  versions  of  Baruch 
Goldstein."  Mr.  Goldstein  was  the 
American-born  Israeli  who  opened 
fire  on  Muslim  worshipers  in  the 
Tomb  of  the  Patriarchs  in  Hebron, 
killing  or  wounding  scores. 

“The  problem  is  that  Mr.  Emerson 
has  included  in  his  charge  ...  all 
Muslims  who  speak  out  against  injus¬ 
tice  in  the  Muslim  world,”  Mr.  Ah¬ 
mad  said. 

Terrorism  not  Muslim  nature 

Sayyid  Muhammad  Syeed,  secre¬ 
tary  general  of  the  Islamic  Society 
of  North  America,  based  in  Plain- 
field,  Ind.,  said  the  documentary 
distorts  “the  true  nature  of  the 
Muslim  community.” 

Rather  than  American  Muslims 
being  a  community  of  radicals,  Mr. 
Syeed  said,  they  are  “doctors,  engi¬ 
neers,  computer  professionals  and 
taxi  drivers  and  others.  The  media 
are  not  serving  anyone  by  misedu- 
cating  our  fellow  Americans.” 


PBS  documentary 


RELIGION  NEWS  SERVICE/REUTERS  PHOTO 


HEBRON,  West  Bank — An  Israeli  soldier  passes  through  a  barri¬ 
cade  as  he  enters  the  Muslim  entrance  to  the  Cave  of  the  Patriarchs. 
The  holy  site  reopened  recently  to  both  Jewish  and  Muslim  worship¬ 
pers  after  being  closed  last  February  when  a  Jewish  settler  killed  30 
Muslims  during  morning  prayers  (see  related  story  about  PBS  docu¬ 
mentary  on  terrorism). 


Become  aware  of  seasonal  movie  fare 


°WALT  DISNEY  COMPANY  PHOTO  BY  ATTlLA  DORY 


When  Scoot  (Tim  Allen,  left)  winds  up  at  the  North  Pole,  he  meets 
Elf  Judy  (Paige  Tamada)  who  is  actually  hundreds  of  years  old,  and 
discovers  “the  clause"  in  his  pocket  stating  that  whoever  puts  on 
the  Santa  suit  takes  on  the  responsibilities  that  go  with  it  in  Walt 
Disney  Pictures'  "The  Santa  Clause." 


By  PHIL  BOATWRICHT 
Baptist  Press 

HOLLYWOOD — Even  during 
the  Christmas  holidays,  it’s  wise  to 
become  informed  of  the  seasonal 
fare  from  Hollywood. 

Here  are  some  new  releases  as 
well  as  video  alternatives. 

New  releases  this  season 

The  Santa  Clause  with  Tim  Allen 
is  rated  PG.  When  Santa  is  inca¬ 
pacitated,  a  divorced  man  trying  to 
win  back  his  estranged  son  takes 
over  and  soon  finds  himself  the  new 
Santa.  The  Santa  Clause  is  both 
funny  and  imaginative.  I  find  noth¬ 
ing  objectionable  as  long  as  you 
don’t  have  a  problem  with  movies 
struggling  to  convince  the  young 
ones  of  the  existence  of  the  big  fat 
man  in  the  long  white  beard. 

The  Swan  Princess,  an  animated 
musical  fairy  tale  with  the  voices  of 
John  Cleese,  Jack  Palance,  Sandy 
Duncan  and  Steven  Wright,  is  rated 
G.  The  Swan  Princess  stands  on  its 
own  as  a  good-versus-evil  tale  with 
love  and  honor  rising  triumphant. 

In  hopes  of  reuniting  their  king¬ 
doms,  two  monarchs  bring  their 
heirs  together  each  summer,  expect¬ 
ing  them  to  fall  in  love.  Naturally, 
they  do,  but  only  after  the  ambiva¬ 
lence  of  childhood  and  adolescence. 

Just  when  the  happy  ending 
seems  upon  us,  the  nasty  nemesis 
gums  up  the  romance  by  kidnap¬ 
ping  the  pretty  princess  and  turning 
her  into  a  swan.  Will  true  love  con¬ 
quer  the  magician’s  evil  deed? 

No  surprise  here,  but  it  enchants 
us  with  music,  humor,  excitement, 
a  good  story  (based  on  Swan  Lake) 
and  romance.  At  no  time  does  it 


condescend  to  children  or  their  ac¬ 
companying  grown-ups. 

John  Cleese  (A  Fish  Called  Wan¬ 
da)  and  Steven  Wright  (best  known 
for  his  deadpan  stand-up  routines) 
each  land  comic  moments.  Jack  Pa¬ 
lance  is  delightfully  menacing  as 
Rothbart,  the  evil  enchanter.  Song¬ 
writers  David  Zippel  and  Lex  de 
Azevedo  produce  a  memorable 
score,  complete  with  six  top-notch 
tunes. 

Jungle  Book  is  Disney’s  new  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  Rudyard  Kipling  tale  of 


a  young  boy  raised  by  animals.  Vid¬ 
eo  alternatives  to  the  same  story  are 
the  1942  version  with  Sabu  and 
Disney’s  own  breezy  1967  animated 
musical  version. 

Ritchie  Rich  has  Macaulay  Cul- 
kin  playing  the  comic  book  rich  kid 
who  demolishes  bad  guy  John  Lar- 
roquette.  Sounds  like  Home  Alone1. 
Ritchie  Rich  will  be  a  big  hit  with 
the  kids.  A  video  alternative  is 
Home  Alone.  Caution:  Ritchie  Rich 
contains  slapstick  violence  but  pres¬ 
ents  positive  messages  about  the 


need  for  family  and  looking  out  af¬ 
ter  one  another. 

Little  Women  is  an  update  of  the 
Louisa  May  Alcott  classic  about  sis¬ 
ters  coming  of  age.  Little  Women  is 
written,  directed  and  produced  by 
women  and  stars  Winona  Ryder, 
Susan  Sarandon  and  Trini  Alvara¬ 
do. 

Other  classics  on  video 

It's  a  Wonderful  Life — I  know, 
we’ve  seen  it  a  million  times,  but 
this  holiday  chestnut  reminds  us 
that  we  touch  many  lives  and  can 
have  a  real  influence  on  those  lives. 

The  Gathering  with  Ed  Asner  and 
Maureen  Stapleton.  This  Emmy- 
winning  TV  movie  focusing  on  a 
dying  man’s  efforts  to  reunite  his 
family.  The  Gathering  reinforces 
the  importance  of  family  and  pres¬ 
ents  positive  Christian  images  in¬ 
cluding  a  believable  prayer,  the 
Scripture  reading  of  Jesus’  birth 
and  a  child’s  christening. 

A  Charlie  Brown  Christmas  has 
great  dialogue,  charismatic  voice 
performances  and  an  award-win¬ 
ning  jazzy  score.  How  often  do  you 
hear  cartoon  heroes  quoting  from 
the  Gospel  of  Luke? 

Mr.  Boatwright  is  the  editor  and 
film  reviewer  for  The  Movie  Reporter 
Newsletter  and  author  of  "How  to 
Choose  a  Good  Video  Every  Time." 


NAACP  turns  to  black  churches  for  aid 


Leaders  of  historically  black  denominations — with 
some  mainline  Protestant  and  Jewish  support — have 
pledged  to  help  raise  $5  million  or  more  from 
church  members. 


Religion  News  Service 

BALTIMORE — African  Ameri¬ 
can  churches,  long  the  first  source 
of  leaders  and  supporters  for  the 
civil  rights  movement,  are  rallying 
to  the  aid  of  the  financially  troubled 
National  Association  for  the  Ad¬ 
vancement  of  Colored  People 
(NAACP),  the  venerable  symbol  of 
the  rights  struggle. 

Leaders  of  historically  black  de¬ 
nominations — with  some  mainline 
Protestant  and  Jewish  support — 
have  pledged  to  help  raise  $5  mil¬ 
lion  or  more  from  church  members. 

The  first  response — $5,000 — 
came  from  the  National  Missionary 
Baptist  Convention. 

The  pledge  came  as  the  nation’s 


oldest  and  most  prestigious  civil 
rights  organization  struggled  to  ex¬ 
tricate  itself  from  a  $4  million  bud¬ 
get  shortfall,  some  of  which  was 
incurred  during  the  administration 
of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Chavis,  for¬ 
mer  executive  director. 

One  of  the  group’s  largest  donors, 
the  Ford  Foundation,  held  up  some 
$700,000  in  grants  after  it  became 


known  that  Mr.  Chavis  had  used 
NAACP  funds  to  settle  a  sex  dis¬ 
crimination  claim. 

With  the  firing  of  Mr.  Chavis  and 
pledges  of  support  from  other  insti¬ 
tutions  and  individuals,  Ford  re¬ 
leased  the  grants. 

The  religious  leaders,  in  a  state¬ 
ment,  said  they  had  “agreed  to 
work  collectively  to  ensure  the  fi¬ 


nancial  health  of  the  NAACP  and 
strengthen  the  historic  relationship 
between  the  NAACP  and  the  black 
religious  communities.” 

Groups  involved  in  the  fundrais¬ 
ing  effort  also  included  the  National 
Baptist  Convention  USA;  the  Afri¬ 
can  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (USA);  the  Afri¬ 
can  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church;  the  National  Missionary 
Baptist  Convention;  the  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  the  Na¬ 
tional  Baptist  Convention  of  Ameri¬ 
ca;  the  Church  of  God  in  Christ;  the 
Full  Gospel  Fellowship;  the  National 
Progressive  Baptist  Convention;  and 
the  (Jewish)  Religious  Action  Center 
of  the  Kivie  Kaplan  Institute. 


National  Council 
turns  to  evangelism 


Religion  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  U.S.A.  (NCC),  with  encour¬ 
agement  from  the  Rev.  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham,  has  taken  a  turn  toward 
evangelism. 

Made  up  of  32  mostly  mainline 
Protestant,  Anglican  and  Orthodox 
denominations,  the  council  has  been 
best  known  in  recent  years  for  its  po¬ 
sition  on  controversial  social  issues. 

But  at  the  council’s  recent  gov¬ 
erning  board  meeting,  delegates 
adopted  a  new  policy  statement, 
“An  Invitation  to  Evangelism:  Jesus 
Christ  and  God’s  Reign.” 

The  statement  declares  that  coun¬ 
cil  members  “look  for  an  evange¬ 
lism  that  is  centered  in  Christ, 
biblically  and  theologically  sound 


"May  Cod  . . .  use 
your  efforts  to  bring 
about  a  renewed 
understanding  of  the 
priority  of  evangelism." 

— The  Rev.  Billy  Graham 

and  respectful  of  our  various  histor¬ 
ies  and  traditions.” 

Before  voting,  NCC  General  Sec¬ 
retary  Joan  Brown  Campbell  read  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Graham  encourag¬ 
ing  the  board. 

“May  God  ...  use  your  efforts  to 
bring  about  a  renewed  understanding 
of  the  priority  of  evangelism,  and  a 
rededication  to  the  practice  of  bibli¬ 
cal  evangelism  within  the  churches 
you  serve,”  Dr.  Graham  wrote. 


Pastor's  journal  notes 
reveal  Christmas  carol 


O  Morning  Star,  how  fair  and 
bright 

Thou  beamest  forth  in  truth  and 
light! 

O  Sovereign  meek  and  lowly! 

Thou  Root  of  Jesse.  David's  Son. 

My  Lord  and  Master,  thou  hast 
won 

My  heart  to  serve  thee  solely! 

Thou  art  holy, 

Fair  and  glorious, 

All-victorious. 

Rich  in  blessing. 

Rule  and  might  o'er  all  possessing. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Written  in  1599,  the  German 
chorale  by  Philipp  Nicolai  is  based 
on  Revelation  21:16,  “I  am  the  root 
and  offspring  of  David,  the  bright 
and  morning  star.” 

At  the  time,  Nicolai  was  the  Lu¬ 
theran  pastor  at  Unna,  a  city  about 
40  miles  northeast  of  Dusseldorf, 
Germany.  Bom  in  1556,  the  son  of 
a  Lutheran  minister,  he  received  his 
theological  education  at  Wittenberg 
University. 

He  went  to  Unna  in  1596,  when 
the  city  was  struck  by  bubonic 
plague  during  1587-98.  He  kept  a 


History  of 
Hymns 

daily  record  of  his  thoughts  “to 
leave  behind  me  (if  God  should  call 
me  from  the  world),  as  the  token  of 
my  peaceful,  joyful  Christian  depar¬ 
ture,  or  (if  God  should  spare  me  in 
health)  to  comfort  other  sufferers.” 

Though  he  survived  to  1608,  his 
journal  was  published  in  1599  and 
included  three  hymns — both  words 
and  music.  Two  of  these  were  this 
hymn  and  “Wake,  Awake  for  Night 
Is  Flying.” 

The  English  translations  of  these 
most  frequently  found  were  made 
by  Catherine  Winkworth  in  1 863. 

For  almost  400  years,  Nicolai’s 
hymn  about  the  birth  of  our  Lord 
has  been  a  favorite.  It  is  sometimes 
referred  to  as  the  “Queen  of  the 
Chorales.”  It  is  rivaled  only  by  his 
other  great  hymn,  “Wake,  Awake 
for  Night  Is  Flying,”  sometimes 
called  the  “King  of  the  Chorales.” 
NEXT  WEEK  S  HYMN: 

"A  way  in  a  Manger" 


Making  a  j'oyful  noise 
for  70  years  of  Sundays 


By  KATHY  KRONE 

DYERSBURG,  Tenn.— Lois 
Via  Riddick  rarely  misses  church 
on  Sundays. 

The  place  would  seem  empty 
without  her. 

She’s  been  filling  churches 
with  her  presence  and  her  music 
for  more  than  70  years. 

Ms.  Riddick,  87,  of  Dyersburg, 
said  she  had  no  idea  what  she 
was  starting  when  she  decided  to 
take  piano  lessons  in  1920. 

“I  just  liked  to  go  to  church 
and  I  liked  to  play,”  she  said. 

She  was  only  14  or  15  when 
she  became  a  church  pianist,  ply¬ 
ing  her  craft  at  Heloise  Method¬ 
ist  Church  and  Bell  Chapel 
Church  in  Ayers.  Sometimes  she 
and  the  church  quartet  crossed 
the  Mississippi  River  on  the  He¬ 
loise  ferry  to  perform  in  Missou¬ 
ri. 

For  the  last  47  years,  though, 
she’s  been  the  pianist  and  organ¬ 
ist  at  East  Dyersburg  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“She  makes  the  organ  music 
sound  so  pretty,”  church  secretary 
Linda  Harris  said.  “She  does  it  so 
easy.  It’s  just  like  it’s  natural  to  her 
now.” 

Her  love  of  music  began  in  her 
childhood  home  in  Heloise.  Her 
father,  Tellie  Via,  played  the  violin. 

Ms.  Riddick’s  fust  opportunity 
to  leam  an  instrument  came  when 
she  started  the  sixth  grade  at  Un- 
ionville  School.  She  got  a  job 
sweeping  the  school  building  to 


earn  the  $3.50  a  month  she  need¬ 
ed  to  pay  for  piano  lessons  and  she 
begged  her  grandfather  to  buy  her  a 
pump  organ — the  closest  thing  to 
a  piano  available  for  sale  in  the  re¬ 
gion.  She  remembers  telling  him 
that  it  cost  “just  a  $20  bill”  as  if  it 
wasn’t  much  money. 

Grandfather  bought  the  or¬ 
gan,  and  Ms.  Riddick  did  so  well 
playing  it  that  she  earned  a  med¬ 
al  for  making  better  grades  than 
anyone  else  in  her  piano  class  in 
1920. 

Her  first  honest-to-goodness 
piano  came  from  Chicago.  She 
played  it  more  than  10  years  be¬ 
fore  it  was  destroyed  in  the  flood 
of  1937. 

Ms.  Riddick  hasn’t  slowed 
down  and  banishes  the  thought 
of  retiring.  In  addition  to  practic¬ 
ing  with  the  choir,  she  quilts  with 
the  church’s  Busy  Bees,  tends  a 
40-by-40-foot  garden,  crochets 
and  entertains  herself  at  home  by 
playing  piano,  organ  or  key¬ 
board. 

Ms.  Riddick  said  the  one  thing 
she  wished  she  would  have  done 
was  teach  her  son,  Jerry,  to  play 
the  piano.  Still,  her  musical  heri¬ 
tage  has  been  passed  down 
through  the  family.  Jerry  plays 
the  guitar  and  his  son,  Ken,  plays 
guitar,  organ  and  saxophone. 

Ms.  Krone  is  a  reporter  for  the 
Dyersburg  State  Gazette.  This  ar¬ 
ticle  appeared  first  in  the  Mem¬ 
phis  conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  MEMPHIS  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

DYERSBURG,  Tenn. — Lois  Via  Riddick  plays  the  organ  at  East 
Dyersburg  United  Methodist  Church,  in  Dyersburg,  Tenn. 
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For  The  Children 

Christmas  Offering 
December 1994 

Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston 


LA  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston 


Jesus  loves  the  child  in  us  all... 


Every  day  at  the  Children’s  Home,  Christ’s 
spirit  touches  our  youth  through  the  caring  of  our 
social  workers,  child  care  staff,  administration  and 
support  personnel. 

While  your  financial 
support  makes  possible 
tangible  gifts  (sweaters, 
shoes,  etc.),  more 
importantly,  you  make 
possible  the  spirit  of 
Christmas,  all  year  long. 


Through  your  gift, 
Ms.  Ann  is  able  to 
show  to  these  youth 
the  Spirit  of 
Christmas. 

Ail  notes  and 
Christmas  cards  will 
be  shared  with  the 
youth  at  our  chapel 
services. 


The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 

Caring  For  God's  Children 


Jesus  loves  me  this  I  know 

For  the  Bible  tells  me  so, 

Little  ones  to  Him  belong 

They  are  weak  but  He  is  strong . . . 

.  .  .  then  why  did  he  let  me  get  beaten" 

"I  was  raped  when  I  was  six,  nobody  loves  me" 


"my  mother  is  a  drug  addict.  .  . 

I  haven't  seen  her  in  seven 
months" 


" I  tried  suicide . three  times" 

.  .if  Jesus  loves  us  so  much 
why  do  I  have  to  take  care  of  my  little 
brother  and  sister?  I'm  only  twelve.  .  . 


" I  don ' t 

like  school  and  I  don't  go  because  my  grandma 
can't  make  me" 


Jesus  loves  these  children.  I  know  it  and  you  know  it.  He 
loves  all  children.  But  when  the  children  come  into  our  care 
they  don't  know  that.  Just  like  they  don't  know  how  to  read  or 
about  personal  hygiene.  They  don't  know  family  or  a  safe 
home.  They  probably  don't  know  their  father.  If  they  did,  they 
wish  they  didn't.  They  don't  know  regular  meals  or  love  and 
caring.  And,  what  they  don't  know  will  hurt  them. 


Jesus  loves  them.  .  .We  all  love  them.  .  .they  need  to  know 
that. 

Help  us  care  for  the  children  Jesus  loves.  Give  generously  at 
Christmas  Time  to  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans. 


For  more  information 
Please  contact: 

Shaler  S.  Wells 

Director  of  Fund  Development 

The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 

504-895-7709 

P.O.  Box  15109  Uptown  Station 
New  Orleans,  LA  70175 


Please  accept  this  gift  of  $. 

In  memory /honor  of _ 

Add  ress _ 

City,  State,  Zip _ 

My  name  is _ 

Add  ress _ 

City,  State,  Zip _ 

Phone  # _ 
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Bishop  William  B.  Oden 


ecent  Cabinet  meeting,  we  visited  with  Barry  Hughes  about  our 
gregation  on  the  North  Shore.  Barry  was  appointed  last  June 
cres  of  land  with  a  mandate  to  start  a  new  United  Methodist 
The  first  thing  he  discovered  was  that  the  parish  in  which 
ille  is  located  would  not  allow  new  congregations  to  use  public 
So  he  began  looking  for  a  building  in  which  to  meet.  A  small 
group  that  had  begun  gathering  discovered  an  old  recording 
warenouse  which,  with  vision  and  paint,  became  the  temporary  head¬ 
quarters  of  Louisiana  Methodism’s  newest  baby. 


The  search  for  a  name  began.  After  looking  at  a  number  of  possibili¬ 
ties,  the  group  agreed  upon  the  name  “The  United  Methodist  Church 
of  the  Servant.” 


The  first  act  of  worship  of  this  new  church  was  to  receive  an  offering 
for  the  building  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ekaterinburg,  Rus¬ 
sia.  As  Barry  shared  this  story  with  the  Cabinet,  he  spoke  to  the  heart 
of  Christian  mission  when  he  said  “we  wanted  our  first  act  to  be  an  act 
of  servant  hood.” 


This  new  congregation  had  its  first  public  worship  service  Sunday, 
Dec.  4.  It  had  prayed  and  prepared  for  this  event.  The  church  is  off  to  a 
good  start  and  I  am  certain  of  one  reality:  Its  first  act  of  servanthood 
will  set  the  tone  and  define  its  mission  and  vision  for  the  rest  of  its  life. 

In  this  Advent  season,  let  us  be  reminded  that  the  essence  of  our  giv¬ 
ing  flows  from  the  self-giving  of  God  in  the  form  of  a  helpless  babe  who 
became  a  servant  to  all  humanity. 


Dr.  G.  Calvin  named  director 
of  Serving/Special  Ministries 


Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr.  has 
been  named  Louisiana  director  of 
Serving  and  Special  Ministries.  The 
announcement  is  made  by  C.A. 
“Hap”  Martin,  chair  of  Conference 
Council  on  Min¬ 
istries. 

The  new  posi¬ 
tion  was  created 
by  the  Annual 
Conference  at 
the  suggestion  of 
Conference 
Council  on  Min¬ 
istries. 

Calvin  will  be 
responsible  for  Dr.  George  Calvin  Sr. 
providing  guidance  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  primarily  to  all  lo¬ 
cal  churches  who  request  it  in  the  ar¬ 
eas  of  outreaoh  and  social  witness. 
The  full-time  position  will  be  a  part  of 
CCOM  and  Calvin’s  office  will  be  in 
the  Conference  headquarters. 


Ethnic  churches 

He  will  continue  to  provide  sup¬ 
port  for  special  ministries  —  physi¬ 
cally-impaired  persons  and  ethnic 
churches  including  Black,  Hispanic, 
Native  American  and  Korean. 

Calvin  will  be  available  to  consult 


with  those  ethnic  churches  and  in¬ 
stitutions  and  with  all  of  the  other 
churches  in  the  Conference  in  the 
preparation  of  grant  applications 
for  funds. 

This  past  summer  Louisiana  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  advertised  for  appli¬ 
cants  for  the  newly  formed  position. 

Calvin,  a  native  of  Baldwin, 
earned  a  doctor  of  divinity  degree 
from  Dillard  University. 

Served  Camphor 

He  has  served  as  pastor  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  churches  including 
Camphor  where  he  was  minister 
from  1969  to  1986.  During  that 
time  Camphor  built  and  now  oper¬ 
ates  a  federally-funded  82-unit 
housing  facility  —  Camphor  Heri¬ 
tage  Apartments  in  Scotlandville. 

Calvin  has  also  been  campus 
minister  at  Grambling  State  Uni¬ 
versity  and  Southern  University. 
He  was  superintendent  of  New  Or¬ 
leans/Houma  District  from  1986-89 
and  of  Baton  Rouge  District  from 
1989-92.  He  was  dean  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Cabinet  from  1991-92. 

George  and  his  wife,  Mae,  are 
parents  of  two  daughters  and  a  son. 


'Tis  the  season  for  cantatas 
Sunday  school  parties  and  giving 
plus  quiet  times  for  devotionals 


The  approaching  Sunday  when 
we  light  the  fourth  Advent  candle 
brings  us  closer  to  Christmas  Day. 
Special  cantatas, 
church  and  Sun¬ 
day  school  par¬ 
ties  add  to  the 
joy.  Giving  to 
our  Louisiana 
children’s  homes 
and  other  agen¬ 
cies  and  the  gath¬ 
ering  of  food  and 
Christmas  presents  for  low-income 
families  are  activities  in  the  finest 
spirit  of  the  Advent  season. 

During  quiet  times  with  Bibles 
and  guides  such  as  the  Advent  de¬ 
votionals  by  Marilyn  B.  Oden,  we 
prepare  our  hearts  and  minds  to 
again  receive  the  Christ  Child. 

Much  is  being  said  and  written 
about  alternative  giving  options  — 
whether  to  give  more  to  the  poor, 
the  homeless  and  others  whose 
abundance  is  not  as  great  as  our 
own  and  perhaps  less  to  our  family 
and  friends  who  have  adequate  ma¬ 
terial  blessings. 

The  Wise  Men  brought  three 
gifts.  Three  gifts  we  have  to  bring  to 
Christmas  are  our  time,  our  talent 
and  our  money. 

Gifts  of  the  Heart 

Louisiana  Conference  office  staff 
members  are  preparing  “Gifts  of  the 
Heart”  Texas  flood  recovery  items 
to  send  through  Sager-Brown  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Enabling  Ministries.  Instead 
of  shopping  for  each  other  they  are 
selecting  items  for  clean-up  kits  and 
for  kits  with  articles  for  bedding, 
health  and  kitchen.  These  are  to  be 
given  in  honor  of  friends  in  the  of¬ 
fice. 

Choirs  of  Walker  UMC  and 
Mangum  UM  Chapel  are  practicing 
for  a  Christmas  cantata,  “First 


Christmas,”  by  Joe  E.  Parks.  The 
performance  by  adults  and  youths 
is  scheduled  Wednesday,  Dec.  21, 
at  7  p.m. 

A  presentation  by  liturgical  danc¬ 
ers  was  part  of  morning  worship 
Dec.  1 1  at  St.  John’s  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge.  Carol  Fleeger  will  direct  the 
Annual  Bell  Choir  Concert  Satur¬ 
day,  Dec.  17,  at  7  p.m.  A  church¬ 
wide  dinner  at  6  p.m.  will  precede 
the  Chancel  Choir’s  Christmas  Con¬ 
cert  at  7  p.m.  on  Sunday,  Dec.  18. 
Director  is  Richard  Beckford  and 
minister  is  Rev.  Don  McDowell. 

Using  special  talents  was  Lu- 
cienne  Simon  who  designed  the  Ad¬ 
vent  bulletin  covers  for  First  UMC, 
Hammond.  Scripture  passages  were 
selected  by  the  Senior  High  Sunday 
School  Class  last  summer. 

“Jesus  Is  the  Heart  of  Christ¬ 
mas,”  a  cantata,  was  presented  by 
Asbury  Choir  and  the  Plain  Dealing 
Choral  Society  Dec.  1 1  in  Asbury 
UMC,  Bossier  City.  A  devotional 
and  Children’s  Musical  is  set  for 
10:45  a.m.  Sunday,  Dec.  18. 

United  Methodist  Women  of  First 
UMC,  Houma,  have  collected  items 
for  the  Louis  Infants’  Center  during 
Advent. 

Dr.  Ted  Standley,  pastor  of  Loui¬ 
siana  Memorial  UMC,  Opelousas, 
is  preaching  an  Advent  sermon  se¬ 
ries  on  “The  Word  of  God.”  A 
Christmas  cantata  is  set  for  Sunday 
morning,  Dec.  16. 


Conference  treasurer 
reminds  churches: 

All  1994  remittances  must  be 
in  the  Conference  Office  no  lat¬ 
er  than  5  p.m.  Wednesday,  Jan. 
11. 
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Delia  Halverson,  Christian  educator  and  author 
to  steer  VISION  2000  Nurturing  Congregations 


The  daughter  of  a  minister  who  is 
also  the  niece  of  a  bishop,  Delia 
Halverson  is  able  to  discuss  “every¬ 
thing  you  ever  want  to  know  about 
Sunday  school  classes,”  as  she  did 
in  a  recent  book,  The  Adult  Class 
Handbook. 

Her  newest  book  Helping  Chil¬ 
dren  Care  for  God’s  Children  offers 
200  ideas  for  teaching  stewardship 
and  mission.  Another  Abingdon 
volume,  How  Do  Our  Children 
Grow?  helps  parents  foster  the  spiri¬ 
tual  growth  of  children  and  teens. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  Halverson 
will  have  much  information  to 
share  at  the  VISION  2000  training 
sessions  Jan.  7  and  Jan.  21.  She  is 
to  lead  a  workshop  for  the  churches 
who  are  to  concentrate  on  becom¬ 
ing  Nurturing  Congregations  in 
1995. 

A  certified  lab  school  instructor, 
she  is  a  national  trainer  for  Disciple 


Delia  Halverson 

Bible  Study.  She  is  Sunday  school 
and  lectionary  curriculum  writer  in¬ 
cluding  the  current  The  Whole  Peo¬ 
ple  of  God. 


Halverson  is  author  of  seven 
books  including  New  Ways  to  Tell 
the  Old,  Old  Story  (Abingdon) 
which  features  methods  in  selecting 
and  using  Bible  stories  in  teaching 
children  and  youth.  Others  are 
Teachers  and  Teaching  Prayer  in 
the  Classroom,  Helping  Your  Child 
Discover  Faith  and  Helping  Your 
Teen  Develop  Faith. 

Her  articles  also  appear  in  Chris¬ 
tian  education  periodicals. 

In  her  writing  and  workshops  she 
draws  from  her  own  experience  as  a 
Christian  educator,  church  school 
teacher,  friend  of  children  and 
youth  and  a  mother. 

VISION  2000  training  sessions 
will  be  held  as  follows:  Saturday, 
Jan.  7,  Centenary  College  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  in  Shreveport  and  Saturday, 
Jan.  21,  Dillard  University  in  New 
Orleans.  Hours  for  both  are  9: 1 5  to 
4  p.m. 


UMCOR  officials  meet  with  Sager-Brown  Board 
to  discuss  international  disaster  relief  depot 


Three  years  ago  Dr.  Ken  Lutgen, 
head  of  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  —  one  of 
the  denomination’s  best-known  and 
appreciated  agencies  —  was  a  local 
preacher  in  Missouri  caring  for  his 
flock.  Now  he’s  always  off  to  exotic 
places  including  Haiti,  Cuba,  Nai¬ 
robi  and  . . .  Louisiana. 

The  world  is  truly  his  parish  as  he 
oversees  world  hunger  projects,  di¬ 
saster  relief  around  the  world  and 
other  aid  to  “people  in  need  no 
matter  who  they  are.” 

While  enjoying  Louisiana  craw¬ 
fish  and  crabs,  he  and  Lloyd  Rol¬ 
lins,  UMCOR’s  disaster  relief 
director,  spoke  of  eating  foods  in 
Africa  that  many  Americans  would 
balk  at  tasting.  Lutgen  said  they  fre¬ 
quently  meet  in  “unexpected  places 
with  unexpected  people.” 

In  Baldwin 

To  some  people,  Baldwin,  La., 
the  site  of  Sager-Brown  Center  for 
Enabling  Ministries,  is  as  unknown 
as  a  village  in  the  African  bush.  Af¬ 
ter  Hurricane  Andrew  it  was  locat¬ 
ed  by  VIM  work  teams  from 
throughout  the  United  States  who 
flocked  there  to  aid  South  Louisian¬ 
ians.  In  the  future  it  could  be 
known  worldwide. 

It  was  in  the  Center  recently  that 
the  two  UMCOR  officials  and 
Wendy  Whiteside,  communications 
specialist  for  UMCOR,  met  with 
Dr.  Gerald  Richardson,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  Acadiana  District  in  which 
the  Center  is  located;  Sarah 
Schoeffler,  Sager-Brown’s  director: 
Walter  Parker,  Sager-Brown  board 
chair,  and  members  of  the  Center’s 
board.  The  visitors  had  earlier  met 
with  Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  CCOM  di¬ 
rector. 

Depot  plans 

As  announced  earlier  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodist  plans  are  un¬ 
derway  to  make  Sager-Brown  a 
depot  for  UMCOR.  Lutgen  and 
Rollins  further  discussed  the  plan 
with  the  board.  Rollins  called 
Sager-Brown  a  “resurrection”  of  a 
place  that  was  “on  the  market  to  be 
sold  and  is  now  open  and  providing 
service  to  the  community  . . .  God 
opened  our  eyes  to  the  potential 

Lutgen  said  Sager-Brown  would 
become  an  international  store¬ 
house,  a  place  to  have  certain  items 
—  always  needed  after  a  disaster  — 
ready  to  ship  out  at  a  moment’s  no¬ 
tice.  The  Center  would  also  be  a 
place  to  train  volunteers. 

“If  we  were  preparing  items  to 
ship  to  Africa,  we  could  have  two 
Africans  come  here  to  tell  us  what  is 
needed  and  how  it  is  to  be  used," 
Lutgen  said. 

Awaits  approval 

If  the  plan  is  approved  when  the 
UMCOR  board  meets  in  January,  a 


warehouse  with  about  45,000 
square  feet  of  interior  space  would 
be  built  initially.  It  would  be  able  to 
be  expanded  as  needed.  The  wood¬ 
ed  area  behind  the  existing  build¬ 
ings  would  be  the  location. 

Shipping  from  local  docks  would 
be  possible,  and  in  the  future  trans¬ 


ports  from  Sager-Brown’s  own 
docking  area  on  a  nearby  waterway 
that  flows  into  the  Gulf  would  be 
feasible. 

Projects  already  underway  fore¬ 
told  the  future.  Under  a  large  tin- 
roof  covered  concrete  area,  boxcars 
were  being  loaded  to  send  to  Texas 
counties  devastated  by  flooding. 


An  expanded 
sanctuary  and 
parking  lot 
are  becoming 
realities  at 
Zachary 
UMC. 


Congregation  of  Zachary  UMC 
doesn't  miss  a  Sunday  in  church 
during  expansion  of  sanctuary 


Members  of  Zachary  UMC  have 
literally  had  the  expanded  church 
sanctuary  built  up  around  them. 

“We’ve  never  missed  a  Sunday 
in  it,”  Sherri  Devall,  church  secre¬ 
tary,  said.  “The  construction  crew 
is  so  nice.  They  always  have  every¬ 
thing  cleared  up  on  Friday  after¬ 
noon.” 

This  has  not  been  easy  since  the 
workmen  ripped  out  walls  and  ex¬ 
panded  the  structure.  Space  was 
provided  to  double  the  amount  of 
seating.  The  sanctuary  will  now 
seat  about  400,  the  pastor.  Rev. 
James  Mitchell  said. 


Construction  is  nearing  comple¬ 
tion. 

“They’re  putting  up  the  col¬ 
umns  now,”  Mitchell  said  recent¬ 
ly,  after  the  accompanying  photo 
was  taken.  “Our  architect  is  Car- 
roll  Blewster,  a  member  of  Broad¬ 
moor  (Baton  Rouge).” 

The  expanded  parking  lot  will 
provide  space  for  about  70  more 
vehicles. 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  will  be 
in  Zachary  Sunday,  Jan.  8,  at  both 
the  8:15  and  10:30  a.m.  services  to 
preach  and  to  consecrate  the  re¬ 
modeled  and  expanded  structure. 


New  year  treat 
Leonard  Sweet 

“The  church  exists  today  in  a 
world  calling  for  transformation.” 

“You  and  I  are 
called  to  take  the 
anchor  of  our 
tradition  and 
pass  it,  turbo¬ 
charged,  into  the 
future.” 

Those  kinds  of 
challenges  can  be 
expected  when 
Dr.  Leonardl 
Sweet  speaks  Dr.  Leonard  Sweet 

Jan.  13-15  at  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge. 

“Our  church  is  excited  to  have 
Dr.  Sweet  coming  for  its  Faith  Alive 
Series,”  Dr.  Chris  H.  Andrews,  pas¬ 
tor,  said.  “Since  Dr.  Sweet  was  so 
warmly  received  when  he  spoke  at 
Annual  Conference  two  years  ago 
we  thought  there  would  be  interest 
in  the  Conference  about  his  being 
back  in  Louisiana.” 

Dr.  Sweet,  often  called  one  of  the 
most  creative  preachers  in  America, 
is  chancellor  of  UM-related  United 
Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton, 
Ohio. 

He  is  author  of  nine  books  in¬ 
cluding  the  popular  current  top  sell¬ 
ing  FaithQuakes  (Abingdon)  and 
Communication  and  Change  in 
American  Religious  History  (Eerd- 
mans). 

The  schedule  during  Dr.  Sweet’s 
visit  to  the  downtown  Baton  Rouge 
church  is  as  follows:  Friday,  Jan. 

13,  informal  reception.  Parish  Hall 
at  6:30  p.m.  and  worship  in  the 
sanctuary,  7  p.m.;  Saturday,  Jan. 

14,  8  a.m.  breakfast  in  the  gym, 
8:45  a.m.  worship  in  sanctuary. 
9:45  a.m.  small  group  discussions 
and  Holy  Communion,  1 1  a.m; 
Sunday,  Jan.  15,  worship  at  8:30 
a.m.  and  1 1  a.m. 


Around 

The 

Conference 

St.  James  UMC,  Shreveport,  held 
the  131st  church  anniversary  cele¬ 
bration  on  the  afternoon  of  Nov. 
20.  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  pastor 
of  Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  was 
guest  speaker  .  This  year’s  anniver¬ 
sary  theme  is  “St.  James  UMC  Cel¬ 
ebrates  131  Years  of  God’s 
Faithfulness  With  Praise  and 
Thanksgiving.” 

Rev.  Macky  R.  Giles  is  pastor  and 
Carl  E.  Stewart  Sr.  is  lay  leader. 

*  *  * 

Camphor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
where  Rev.  Roger  D.  Lathan  is  pas¬ 
tor  held  the  Annual  Fellowship  Day 
Observance  recently.  Rev.  Robert 
Brumfield,  pastor  of  Bethel  AME 
Church,  was  the  speaker. 


*  *  * 

United  Methodist  Men  of  Grace 
UMC,  New  Orleans  rejoice  because 
of  winning  the  UMM  attendance 
trophy.  The  award  is  displayed  on  a 
pedestal  for  all  of  the  members  and 
friends  to  admire,  reports  Willie 
Porter  Jr.,  president,  and  Rev.  Rob-- 
ert  F.  Harrington,  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Hallie  Smith  Circle  of  Black- 
water  UMC,  Baker,  has  prepared  a 
book  The  History  of  Blackwater 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  vol¬ 
ume  is  available  for  sale  in  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  Hall. 

New  Arrival _ 

Congratulations  to  Heather  and 
Byron  Putnam,  parents  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Paige  Elizabeth,  born  Sunday, 
Nov.  20,  at  1 1:07  a.m.  Rev.  Putnam 
is  pastor  in  the  Glenmore  UM 
Charge. 
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Jesus  Seminar:  Scholarship  credible  but  insensitive 


A  biblical  scholarship  group  known  as 
the  Jesus  Seminar  recently  smacked  many 
sincere,  believing  Christians  between  the 
eyes. 

They  did  so  by  declaring  that  much  of 
the  Christmas  narrative,  including  the 
doctrine  of  the  virgin  birth,  is  a  product  of 
the  early  Christian  community.  In  short, 
they  said  it’s  a  myth. 

That  blow  didn't  feel  good,  especially 
during  this  festive  time  of  the  year,  and 
letters  from  our  readers  strongly  said  so 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  9). 

Out  of  this  latest  publicity  involving  the 
Jesus  Seminar,  several  questions  arose: 
Who  is  this  group?  How  do  they  function? 
What  are  they  trying  to  contribute  to  bibli¬ 
cal  scholarship?  Do  they  have  something 
of  value  to  say  to  the  church?  Here  is  what 
we  learned: 

Origin  of  Jesus  Seminar 

Nine  years  ago,  a  group  of  scholars  was 
convened  by  Robert  W.  Funk,  now  presi¬ 
dent  and  publisher  of  Polebridge  Press  in 
Santa  Rosa,  Calif.,  to  examine  the  sayings  of 
Jesus.  He  invited  other  religious  scholars 
across  the  country  to  join  in  the  Jesus  Semi¬ 
nar. 

Seminar  membership  was  open  to  PhD- 
scholars  in  New  Testament  research  fo¬ 
cused  on  the  Gospels  and  represented  a 
spectrum  of  contemporary  scholarship  in¬ 
cluding  Catholics,  Protestants,  a  few  Jews 
and  some  non-religious  scholars. 

Of  the  hundreds  of  scholars  who  fill  that 
bill,  the  group  has  grown  to  somewhere 
around  70  to  80.  Although  welcomed,  no 
scholars  who  favor  a  more  literalist  inter¬ 
pretation  of  Scripture  have  joined. 

Over  the  years  the  Jesus  Seminar  has  at¬ 
tracted  noted  scholars  such  as  John  Domi¬ 
nic  Crossan,  professor  of  biblical  studies  at 
De  Paul  University  in  Chicago,  and  Mar- 


Editorial 


Beyond  any  interpretations  of 
Jesus'  words,  our  faith  is 
rooted  in  the  stories  he  lived 
out  and  in  the  truth  of  God's 
Word  which  became  flesh 
and  dwelt  among  us. 

cus  J.  Borg  of  Oregon  State  University. 

The  Jesus  Seminar  meets  twice  a  year. 
For  each  meeting,  seminar  members  pre¬ 
pare  papers  assessing  the  authenticity  of 
sayings  attributed  to  Jesus  by  Christian 
sources  written  before  AD  300. 

In  short,  using  widely  accepted  methods 
of  biblical  research,  the  group  asks  of  each 
saying  “Did  the  human,  living,  historical 
Jesus  actually  say  thus  and  so?” 

Last  year  Professors  Funk  and  Roy  W. 
Hoover  with  the  Jesus  Seminar  released  a 
book  titled  The  Five  Gospels:  The  Search 
for  the  Authentic  Words  of  Jesus. 

In  preparing  the  book,  the  seminar  rated 
more  than  1,500  sayings  attributed  to  Je¬ 
sus  in  the  Gospels  on  a  four-part,  four-col¬ 
or  “authenticity”  scale: 

■  That’s  Jesus  (red); 

■  Sure  sounds  like  him  (pink); 

■  Well,  maybe  not  (gray),  and 

■  No,  these  are  the  words  of  the  com¬ 
munity  (black). 

Based  on  the  group’s  judgments  of  what 
Jesus  did  or  did  not  say,  their  four-colored 
volume  offers  a  new  translation  of  what 
they  consider  the  five  Gospels:  Matthew, 
Mark,  Luke,  John  and  Thomas  (a  2nd-cen- 
tury  document  found  in  Egypt  in  1945). 

The  debate  about  biblical  authenticity 
isn’t  new.  The  birth  narratives  in  Matthew 


Detail  from  Ge¬ 
rard  David's  "The 
Rest  on  the  Flight 
into  Egypt."  Much 
painted  and  even 
more  studied,  the 
authenticity  of 
Jesus'  words  and 
life  have  been  the 
subject  of  what 
some  call  helpful 
insights  and  what 
others  call  heresy. 
That  controversy 
surrounds  the  lat¬ 
est  works  of  a 
group  called  "The 
Jesus  Seminar." 
But,  who  are  they? 
(see  accompanying 
editorial). 


and  Luke,  the  miracles  in  these  and  other 
Gospels  and  many  sayings  of  Jesus  have 
been  questioned  by  scholars  since  the  En¬ 
lightenment  over  200  years  ago. 

The  present-day  scholarship  of  the  Jesus 


Seminar  is  a  credible  extension  of  this  En¬ 
lightenment  tradition.  These  scholars 
know  their  material  well  in  the  original 
languages  of  Scripture.  By  using  docu¬ 
ments  discovered  since  the  last  major  push 


for  a  quest  of  the  historical  Jesus  a  century 
ago,  they  have  made  a  creative  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  church’s  understanding  of  the 
human,  historical  side  of  Jesus. 

Poor  public  relations,  insensitivity 

Nevertheless,  poor  public  relations  and 
insensitivity  to  what  is  believed  and  af¬ 
firmed  in  the  church’s  historic  creeds,  like 
the  Apostles’  Creed,  have  created  prob¬ 
lems  for  the  Jesus  Seminar. 

For  example,  unlike  biblical  scholars  who 
prepare  adult  Bible  studies  and  other  mate¬ 
rials  in  our  church,  the  Jesus  Seminar  has 
not  bridged  the  gap  between  biblical  schol¬ 
arship  and  the  Bible  reader  in  the  pew. 

The  Jesus  Seminar  scholars  may  be  tech¬ 
nically  correct  in  their  thesis  regarding  the 
authenticity  of  the  sayings  of  Jesus  and  have 
support  in  their  approach  to  biblical  studies. 

However,  the  Christian  faith  is  much 
more  than  rational  thought.  To  look  at 
New  Testament  documents  word  by  word 
and  verse  by  verse  as  either  authentic  or 
inauthentic,  fact  or  myth,  is  much  like  a 
scientist’s  examining  the  cell  structure  of  a 
butterfly  wing  but  missing  the  beauty  of 
the  butterfly’s  flight. 

Stories  take  on  power  and  meaning 

Christian  faith  and  hope  are  transmitted 
through  its  stories.  Stories  take  on  power 
and  meaning  when  they  are  spoken  and 
lived  out  in  our  lives.  The  story  of  Jesus 
(His  life,  death  and  resurrection)  is  more 
important  to  the  growth  of  our  own  faith 
as  Christians  than  any  single  saying  attrib¬ 
uted  to  Jesus. 

The  Jesus  Seminar  findings  will  make 
little  difference  for  most  Christians  who 
gather  once  again  to  celebrate  Christmas. 
Beyond  any  interpretations  of  Jesus’ 
words,  our  faith  is  rooted  in  the  stories  he 
lived  out  and  in  the  truth  of  God’s  Word 
which  became  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us. 


Pontius'  Puddle 


I  TOLD  OCR  CHILDREN'S  CLASS  THE. 
CHRISTMAS  STORY —  HOW  THE  WISE  MEN 
WERE  LED  BY  A  STAR,  AND  HOW  THE 
SHEPHERDS  SAW  THE  SKYJTLL  WITH 
Lt&HT  AND  HEARD  THE 


THEY  WANTED 
TO  KNOW  WHO 
CREATED  THE 
SPECIAL  EFFECTS. 


Without  warning,  I  was  looking  into 
the  eyes  of  our  hope  for  the  future 


Our  new  daughter's  birthmother 
gave  our  family  the  greatest  gift 


By  MARK  and  KAREN  FANNIN 

We  began  our  adoption  experi¬ 
ence  after  three  years  of  surgeries 
and  miscarriages.  It  seemed  only 
logical  that  we  would  contact  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  Home  since  Karen’s 
brother,  Blake  (age  23),  was  adopt¬ 
ed  through  the  home. 

We  were  both  apprehensive 
about  open  adoption  but  after  at¬ 
tending  an  orientation,  we  realized 
how  much  it  made  sense  for  every¬ 
one. 

We  were  still  skeptical  about  how 
the  networking  would  bring  us  in 
contact  with  our  birthmother  but 
we  were  willing  to  give  it  a  try.  After 
the  orientation,  we  worked  con¬ 
stantly  on  our  information  packet 
and  returned  it  to  Methodist  Mis¬ 
sion  Home  within  a  few  weeks. 

On  the  way  home  from  the  adop¬ 
tion  readiness  seminar,  we  drafted 
the  first  copy  of  our  “birthmother 
letter.”  After  many  redrafts  of  our 
letter,  taking  175  pictures  and  or¬ 
dering  “business  cards”  to  hand 
out,  we  finally  made  it  in  “the 
book”  [from  which  birthmothers  se¬ 
lect  adoptive  parents]  in  November. 

We  prayed  that  the  Lord  would 
bring  into  our  lives  the  perfect 
birthmother  for  us. 

About  three  weeks  later,  we  got  a 
call  from  a  friend  who  works  at  our 
church.  He  had  called  a  bank  for  the 
church’s  account  balance  and  the 


My  Witness 


Mark  and  Karen  Fannin 
are  members  of  San  Jacinto 
Baptist  Church  in  Amarillo, 
Texas,  and  attend  with  their 
son,  Joshua,  and  new 
daughter,  Morgan. 


girl  who  answered  the  phone  in  the 
Bookkeeping  Department  asked 
him  if  he  knew  us.  She  had  seen  our 
letter  on  the  bulletin  board  at  the 
bank  and  asked  if  he  would  have  us 
call  her! 

We  called  her  that  night  and  she 
arranged  to  meet  us.  Since  the  next 
day  was  Thanksgiving,  we  decided 
to  meet  after  the  holiday  weekend 
but  we  talked  a  lot  that  night  on  the 
phone.  We  felt  close  to  Nichole 
from  the  start  and  we  were  so  glad 
she  is  a  Christian.  She  was  definite¬ 
ly  in  favor  of  open  adoption.  We 
continued  to  get  to  know  each  other 


better. 

Karen  got  to  be  with  Nichole  dur¬ 
ing  the  sonogram  and  brought  home 
a  video  to  show  Mark  and  our  son, 
Joshua.  We  were  so  amazed!  Ni¬ 
chole  and  I  spent  more  and  more 
time  together  and  soon  became  the 
best  of  friends. 

Our  daughter,  Morgan  Elizabeth, 
was  bom  April  18,  at  4:23  a.m.,  on 
Joshua’s  ninth  birthday  (as  he  re¬ 
quested). 

Nichole,  Morgan’s  birthmother, 
has  given  our  family  the  greatest 
gift.  We  feel  so  blessed! 


If  you  were  asked  on  a  moment’s 
notice  to  speak  to  50  children, 
would  you  be  ready  to  remind  them 
that  they  are  “our  hope”  as  a  wit¬ 
ness  to  your  faith? 

I  faced  that  challenge  last  week 
while  dropping  my  two  children  off 
at  school. 

After  completing  my  daughter’s 
equivalent  of  an  Olympic  50-yard 
dash  (from  the  car  door  to  the 
school’s  main  entrance),  I  bade  Leon¬ 
ard  and  Deanna  “Bye,  bye”  and  pre¬ 
pared  for  my  own  dash  to  work. 

Digging  in  the  black  hole  of  my 
purse  for  a  comb  while  standing 
near  the  school  auditorium,  I  heard 
some  teachers  coming  down  the 
hall.  Their  chatter  indicated  a  panic 
over  some  scheduled  event 

One  walked  quickly  toward  me 
and  said,  “Excuse  me.  Aren’t  you  a 
parent  of  one  of  our  students?” 

Before  I  could  answer,  she  contin¬ 
ued,  “Now  tell  me  again,  what  type 
of  work  you  do?” 

'God  is  good!' 

I  was  startled.  I  told  her  my  name 
and  said  I  was  an  associate  editor  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter  na¬ 
tional  newspaper. 

“Are  you  serious?  Our  speaker  for 
this  morning’s  program  did  not  show 
up.  Would  you  mind  just  saying  a 
few  words  of  encouragement  to  our 
students  celebrating  birthdays?” 

Startled  wasn’t  the  word  for  it. 
With  some  hesitation,  I  said,  “Yes 
...  As  soon  as  I  comb  my  hair.” 

“God  is  good,”  she  exclaimed. 
“Thank  you,  Jesus!” 

I  rushed  to  my  car,  combed  my 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“My  soul  magnifies  the  Lord, 
and  my  spirit  rejoices  in  God  my 
Savior,  for  he  has  looked  with  fa¬ 
vor  on  the  lowliness  of  his  servant. 
Surely,  from  now  on  all  genera¬ 
tions  will  call  me  blessed. . . .” 


Faithfully  yours 


Denise  (ohnson 
Stovall  is  an 
Associate  Editor 
of  the  Reporter. 


hair,  put  on  my  pearl  necklace, 
Christmas  earrings  and  silk  scarf  and 
raced  back  to  the  school  building. 

As  I  bolted  through  the  door,  I 
watched  some  50  students  repre¬ 
senting  many  races  and  cultures  file 
into  the  auditorium  for  the  sched¬ 
uled  program.  I  soon  learned  that  it 
was  a  belated  birthday  celebration 
for  all  children  in  the  Pre-K-8 
school  bom  in  November. 

“What  can  I  say  to  these  children 
that  will  uplift  their  spirits?”  I 
thought.  “And  how  am  I  going  to 
explain  what  I  do  in  my  job  to  small 
children  who  may  not  have  been  ex¬ 
posed  to  the  faith?” 


I  suddenly  realized  that  my  re¬ 
marks  could  naturally  relate  to  the 
Advent  season — a  time  for  us  to  re¬ 
member  that  one  child  came  to  this 
earth  long  ago  to  bring  hope  to  the 
world. 

And  just  like  that  child  long  ago, 
these  children  in  my  audience  em¬ 
bodied  the  hope  for  the  future. 

'You  are  special' 

After  I  showed  them  a  copy  of  the 
newspaper  which  I  just  happened  to 
have  in  my  purse  and  told  them  a  bit 
about  my  work,  I  looked  into  their 
faces  and  said,  “You  are  special. 

“You  were  bom  during  a  season 
when  Americans  give  thanks.  We 
give  thanks  for  you  because  we’ll  be 
depending  on  you  to  help  this  com¬ 
munity  and  this  country  when  you 
become  adults. 

“As  you  celebrate  this  Christmas 
season,  remember  that  you  are  also 
our  future,  our  hope  for  the  world. 
And  I  have  the  faith  to  say  that 
whatever  you  want  to  achieve,  you 
can  do  it!” 

I  hope  they  heard  me.  Time  will 
tell. 

-DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Luke  1:13) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  18 
Fourth  Sunday  of  Advent 
Sunday:  Micah  5:2,3 
Monday:  Micah  5:4,5a 
Tuesday:  Luke  1:47-50 
Wednesday:  Luke  1:51-55 
Thursday:  Hebrews  10:5-7 
Friday:  Hebrews  10:8-10 
Saturday:  I.uke  1:39-45 
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Christmas  Eve  Services 


ON  NATIONAL  TV 

Old  Moravian  Christmas  Lovefeast 

Hour-long  worship  service  based  on 
14th-century  custom  includes  the 
Ceremony  of  Lessons  and  Carols  and 
the  sharing  of  the  Moravian  buns. 

A  National  TV  Premiere! 

Faith  ^Values 

CHANNEL 

Christmas  Eve,  Midnight  (ET) 

For  information  on  how  to  get  F&V  in 
your  community,  call  212-602-9622. 
Also  airing  on  selected  PBS  stations. 


From 

Metropolitan  United  Methodist 
Churcn,  Detroit,  Michigan 

William  K.  Quick,  senior  minister 

•V*  Christmas  Music  Concert 

Hour-long  worship  service  featuring  120-voice 
chancel  choir,  children’s  and  handbell  choirs, 
brass  ensemble;  readings  of  the  Christmas  story 
in  Scripture  and  poetry;  live  nativity  scene. 

From 

Pasadena  Community  United  Methodist  Church 
St  Petersburg,  Florida 

John  Stroman,  senior  minister  ^53§l 
Fred  Harrison,  director  of  music 

CBS-TV  V 

_ Christmas  Eve,  11:30  p.m.  (ET) 

lj]7jnm  (Check  local  listings) 
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'NO  SHAME,  NO  BLAME':  Ameri¬ 
cans  may  still  be  upset 
with  the  most  recent  con¬ 
troversial  comments  of  for¬ 
mer  U.S.  Surgeon  General 
Dr.  M.  Jocelyn  Elders,  but 
her  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tor  plans  to  welcome  her 
back  to  Little  Rock  with 
open  arms.  Dr.  Elders  is 
expected  to  return  there  af¬ 
ter  being  fired  from  her  cabinet  post  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Bill  Clinton  on  Dec.  9.  “What  has 
happened  to  Jocelyn  Elders  can  happen  to  any 
high  profile,  public  servant,”  said  the  Rev. 

C.E.  McAdoo  to  the  members  of  Hunter  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  on  Dec.  1 1.  “But  I’ve 
summed  up  the  situation  this  way:  No  shame, 
no  blame.  God  continues  to  forgive,  and  will 
make  a  way  out  of  no  way.”  Dr.  Elders  joined 
the  church  nearly  eight  years  ago  when  her 
brother,  the  Rev.  Chester  Jones  served  as  pastor. 

MEDICAL  TEAM  TO  RWANDA:  A 

United  Methodist  couple  was  commissioned 
Dec.  2  as  Church  World  Service’s  first  U.S. 
medical  team  to  a  Rwandan  refugee  camp  in 
Zaire.  Church  World  Service  is  the  relief  agen¬ 
cy  of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  Jewell  and  Ron  Dier- 
wechter,  members  of  Storm  Lake  (Iowa)  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  left  immediately  for 
three  months  at  a  camp  at  Kako  Katale  where 
doctors  and  nurses  from  the  Church  of  Christ 
in  Zaire  have  established  refugee  services.  Ron 
Dierwechter  is  a  general  surgeon,  Jewell  Dier- 
wechter  a  nurse. 

CORRECTION:  A  story  in  the  Dec.  2  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Reporter  gave  the  misleading  impres¬ 
sion  that  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  is  still  among  cities 
being  considered  for  relocation  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  An  appeal 
on  behalf  of  that  city  was  rejected  last  May  by 
the  1 3-member  group  assigned  to  recommend 
a  site.  The  site  selection  committee  is  visiting 
its  five  selected  cities — Atlanta,  Chicago,  Dal¬ 
las,  Denver  and  Washington — during  Decem¬ 
ber  and  January. 

MAKING  A  COMMITMENT:  a  call 

to  the  religious  community  to  have  “love  and 
compassion”  during  the  HIV/AIDS  crises  was 
signed  at  the  United  Nations  as  part  of  World 
AIDS  Day  activities  Dec.  1.  During  a  symbolic 
ceremony  with  interfaith  representatives,  Cath¬ 
ie  Lyons,  chief  executive  of  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Department,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
signed  the  declaration  on  behalf  of  Bishop 
Woodrow  Heam  (Houston),  president  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops.  The 
“council  call”  is  a  project  of  the  AIDS  National 
Interfaith  Network.  Retired  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  of  San  Mateo, 
Calif.,  was  one  of  the  network’s  first  presidents. 

CLERGYWOMEN  CONFAB:  United 

Methodist  clergywomen  are  trying  to  raise 
$35,000  by  August  to  build  a  house  for  an  At¬ 
lanta  working  single  mother  and  her  children 
during  a  five-day  international  consultation  for 
women  clerics.  The  theme  of  the  Aug.  7-1 1 
confab  is  “Women  of  Spirit:  Transformed  and 
Transforming.”  The  weekend  before,  clergywo¬ 
men  will  work  in  teams  on  the  Habitat  for  Hu¬ 
manity  housing  project,  contributing  their 
labor  and  money.  The  consultation,  one  in  a 
series  held  every  four  years,  is  sponsored  by 
the  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


M.  Jocelyn  Elders 


Forgiving  his  son's  killer  was  the  first  step 
toward  healing,  says  Connecticut  pastor 


"You  don't  have  to  like  the  other  person  to 
forgive.  But  you  do  have  to  like  yourself  if  you 
want  the  healing  process  to  begin  . . .  Forgiveness  is 
an  opportunity  to  heal  the  hurt  in  our  own  lives, 
regardless  of  what  it  can  do  for  the  other  person. 
It's  what  Christ  wants  us  to  do." 

— The  Rev.  Walter  Everett 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

The  Rev.  Walter  Everett,  pas¬ 
tor  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  says 
Christians  “cannot  say  they  ac¬ 
cept  the  birth  of  Jesus  into  their 
hearts  without  accepting  Christ’s 
teachings  of  forgiveness  and  rec¬ 
onciliation.” 

Based  on  that  theology,  Mr. 
Everett  has  not  only  verbally  for¬ 
given  Michael  Carlucci  for  shoot¬ 
ing  his  son,  Scott  Everett,  to 
death  in  1987,  but  helped  the 
convicted  killer  receive  Jesus. 

The  minister  visited  and 
prayed  with  the  Mr.  Carlucci 
while  in  prison;  spoke  on  his  be¬ 
half  to  the  Connecticut  parole 
board  and  continued  to  give  pas¬ 
toral  guidance  during  Mr.  Car- 
lucci’s  rehabilitation  and  job 
search. 

And  on  Nov.  12,  Mr.  Everett 
performed  the  man’s  wedding  to 
Sandie  Forester  at  Golden  Hill 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

“God  calls  us  to  open  our  hearts 
to  Christ  and  receive  his  forgive¬ 
ness,”  said  Mr.  Everett.  “And  God 
asks  us  to  respond  to  Christ  by 


forgiving  one  another. 

“It’s  natural  that  we  won’t  un¬ 
derstand  why  we  must  forgive  oth¬ 
er  people  when  they  hurt  us,  but 
we  won’t  be  able  to  understand 
why  Jesus  came  and  what  Jesus  is 
all  about  unless  we  forgive.” 

Mr.  Everett  received  dozens  of 
letters  and  telephone  calls  from 
United  Methodists  in  the  New 
York  Annual  Conference  where 
he  is  a  member  following  this 
personal  witness  of  faith. 

Following  the  announcement 
of  the  Carlucci  wedding,  national 
television  talk  show  producers, 
national  newspapers  and  Chris¬ 
tians  across  the  country  have 
asked  the  pastor,  “How  can  you 
forgive  a  man  that  has  hurt  your 
family  for  life?” 

He  was  featured  on  The  Today 
Show  on  Dec.  2. 

A  tragic  mistake 

The  pastor’s  special-case  min¬ 
istry  of  reconciliation  began 
when  his  son,  Scott,  24,  was 
killed  on  July  26,  1 987. 

According  to  Mr.  Everett,  his 
son  had  been  drinking  one  night 
and  returned  to  his  apartment  to 
find  it  had  been  burglarized. 


With  a  knife  in  hand,  Scott  went 
to  Mr.  Carlucci’s  apartment  to 
solicit  help. 

However,  Mr.  Carlucci,  reput¬ 
edly  high  on  alcohol  and  drugs, 
saw  the  visitor  as  a  threat  to  him 
and  shot  Scott  Everett. 

In  a  plea  bargain,  Mr.  Carlucci 
pleaded  guilty  to  manslaughter  in 
the  second  degree.  He  received  a 
10-year  sentence  suspended  after 
five. 

In  fact,  the  first  time  Mr.  Ever¬ 
ett  saw  Mr.  Carlucci  was  at  the 
killer's  sentencing. 

"The  judge  asked  if  any  of 
Scott’s  family  members  had  any¬ 
thing  to  say.  I  have  no  recollec¬ 
tion  of  what  I  said  but  I  do 
remember  what  Mike  said  after 


that. 

“Mike  said,  ‘I’m  sorry  for  what 
I  did.  I  know  that  these  words 
cannot  bring  Scott  Everett  back.’ 
Then  he  sat  down. 

“All  that  year  I  kept  hearing 
those  words,  ‘I’m  sorry.’  ”  That 
began  the  healing  process. 

A  letter  and  a  prayer 

“You  don’t  have  to  like  the 
other  person  to  forgive.  But  you 
do  have  to  like  yourself  if  you 
want  the  healing  process  to  be¬ 
gin.  So  I  sat  down  and  wrote  a 
letter  to  Mike  on  the  first  anni¬ 
versary  of  Scott’s  death.  I  told 
Mike  I  was  angry  and  that  I  felt 
resentment  and  bewilderment. 

“I  said,  ’I  have  difficulty  about 


how  a  person  could  determine 
how  and  when  another  person 
should  die.’  I  told  him  that  I 
heard  what  he  said  in  court  and 
that  I  listened  to  the  words.  I 
talked  about  God’s  forgiveness.  I 
said,  ‘If  you  do  want  to  write,  I 
would  receive  the  letter.’  ” 

“It  took  a  long  time  for  Mike 
to  write  back — about  three 
weeks — because  he  had  to  have 
special  permission  from  the 
judge  to  write  the  letter,”  said 
Mr.  Everett. 

“Mike  told  me  that  the  night 
after  he  received  my  letter,  when 
the  other  inmates  were  asleep,  he 
knelt  down  and  asked  God  for 
forgiveness.  He  said  he  felt  the 
presence  of  God  and  the  forgive¬ 
ness.” 

The  two  men  corresponded  for 
a  few  months.  Then  the  inmate 
asked  the  pastor  to  visit  him. 

“When  I  saw  Mike  it  was  De¬ 
cember  5 — nearly  eight  years 
ago.  I  did  not  know  what  to  say. 
So  I  commented  about  how  he 
had  gained  weight  since  being  off 
drugs.  We  visited  for  about  55 
minutes.  Suddenly,  we  stood  up 
and  shook  hands  and  embraced. 
We  both  cried  together.” 


PHOTO  BV  IOHN  GOODWIN 

LIBERIA — Children  peer  though  a  church  window.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  making  sure  that  teachers  working  at  Li¬ 
berian  church  schools  are  paid  and  fed  (see  accompanying  sto¬ 
ry  at  right). 


UMC  supports  Liberian  teachers 


The  Liberia  United  Methodist  conference  has 
four  senior  high  schools,  six  junior  high  schools 
and  24  primary  schools.  Those  figures  are 
expected  to  change  in  January  when  mission 
teams  build  more  schools  in  West  Africa. 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

What’s  one  of  the  most  stable 
jobs  these  days  for  a  war-weary 
Liberian? 

Becoming  a  teacher  for  a 
school  owned  by  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“Our  teachers  are  some  of  the 
highest  paid  people  in  their  com¬ 
munities,”  said  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Wagner,  director  of  Operation 
Classroom,  the  church’s  Liberian 
mission  program. 

Program  based  in  Indiana 

The  program  based  in  Colfax, 
Ind.,  coordinates  partnership 
ministries  between  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  the  Liberia  and  Sierra  Le¬ 
one  Annual  Conference  and  the 
North  and  South  Indiana  Annual 
Conferences. 

“Our  teachers  are  really  happy 
because  our  organization  voted  to 
give  them  a  raise  for  the  hard 
work  they’ve  been  doing  during 
the  civil  war,  when  most  people 
don’t  even  have  money.  The  raise 
isn’t  very  much,  but  it  encourages 
them  to  do  a  better  job.” 

Mr.  Wagner  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  teachers  struggle  to  nur¬ 
ture  children  and  youths  victim¬ 
ized  during  Liberia’s  five-year 
war. 

At  the  United  Methodist- 
owned  Buchanan  school  on  the 
coast  of  Liberia,  for  example,  he 
estimates  that  the  overcrowded 
facility  has  some  300-400  stu¬ 
dents  in  grades  K-12. 


During  a  visit  to  Liberia  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  Mr.  Wagner  and  other  Op¬ 
eration  Classroom  representatives 
from  Indiana  met  with  mission- 
school  teachers  from  the  towns  of 
Ganta  and  Buchanan. 

Following  that  consultation,  of¬ 
ficials  of  the  Liberia  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  adopted  a  policy  that  if  a 
school  had  to  close  because  of  war, 
Operation  Classroom  would  pro¬ 
vide  three  months’  salary. 

'Good  Christian  way  to  do' 

“That  encourages  them  to 
come  back  when  the  schools  re¬ 
open  and  gives  them  a  transition¬ 
al  base  where  they  can  go,”  Mr. 
Wagner  explained.  “Besides,  it’s 
a  good  Christian  way  to  do." 

As  part  of  its  Crises  Care  pro¬ 
gram,  Operation  Classroom  has 
arranged  for  teachers  at  the 
church’s  College  of  West  Africa 
(a  high  school)  to  receive  an  extra 
half-bag  of  rice  a  month.  This  is  a 
bonus  for  outstanding  service,  in¬ 
cluding  being  on  time  to  work, 
and  for  giving  extra  support  to 
new  refugee  students. 

“A  lot  of  displaced  persons  live 
in  some  school  rooms,  so  the 
teachers  have  to  help  them  get 


off  campus  each  day  before 
school  begins,”  said  Mr.  Wagner. 

The  Liberia  United  Methodist 
conference  has  four  senior  high 
schools,  two  which  are  function¬ 
ing.  and  six  junior  high  schools;' 
The  church  also  owns  24  primary 
schools. 

Those  figures  are  expected  tb: 
change  in  January  when  Opera¬ 
tion  Classroom  coordinates  mis¬ 
sion  teams  to  build  more  schools; 
in  West  Africa: 

■  In  Loganstown,  a  school  will 
be  built  by  people  from  the’ 
North  Carolina  conference. 

■  The  J.J.  Roberts  School  in 
Monrovia  will  add  another  wing 
for  its  doubling  K-9  enrollment, 
thanks  to  people  from  the  Hol- 
ston  conference. 

■  A  school  in  Paynesville  will 
be  refurbished  by  volunteers 
from  the  Minnesota  conference. 

■  Mission  teams  are  continu¬ 
ing  to  upgrade  a  Liberian  refugee 
school  in  Danane  in  the  neigh¬ 
boring  country  of  Ivory  Coast. 

School  supplies  can  be  sent  to 
Operation  Classroom,  c/o  Lapel 
Grain  Company,  806  Woodward 
Street,  Lapel,  IN  46051. 


Finance  agency  weighs  litigation >  personnel  in  closed  sessions 


By  DON  SMALL 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

PHOENIX — The  chief  financial 
agency  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  recently  dealt  with  ongoing 
litigation,  personnel  matters  and 
policies  relating  to  the  proposed  re¬ 
location  of  the  headquarters  of  the 


denomination’s  missions  agency. 

The  church’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration 
(GCFA)  met  in  Phoenix  with  a 
main  purpose  of  working  on  fiscal 
proposals  for  the  1996  General 
Conference,  the  church’s  top  legisla¬ 
tive  body. 
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In  a  brief  written  statement  relat¬ 
ed  to  closed  sessions  held  as  part  of 
the  semi-annual  meeting.  Bishop 
Forrest  C.  Stith  of  White  Plains, 
N.Y.,  the  council’s  president,  told 
members  that  he: 

■  Received  a  report  from  Gener¬ 
al  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration’s  litigation-management 
committee  regarding  a  suit  filed  by 
the  agency’s  former  legal  counsel, 
Craig  Hoskins,  against  its  general 
secretary,  the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke; 

■  Received  a  report  from  the 
budget  and  personnel  committee 
“regarding  the  data-gathering  pro¬ 
cess  currently  being  conducted  as 
part  of  the  ongoing  evaluation  of 
the  general  secretary’s  perfor¬ 
mance”; 

■  Authorized  preparation  of  a  re¬ 
port  by  an  outside  management 
consultant  “to  review  practices  and 
dynamics  within  the  GCFA  office 
...  so  that  the  working  atmosphere 
in  the  office  will  be  improved.” 

In  an  additional  closed  session 
not  covered  by  Bishop  Stith’s  state¬ 
ment,  the  council  dealt  with  the  ini¬ 
tial  draft  of  proposed  “group- 
move”  policies  for  relocating  staff 
of  the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  from 
New  York.  Such  a  move  is  subject 
to  approval  by  the  church’s  1996 


General  Conference  legislative 
body. 

Mr.  Droke  said  the  session  was 
closed  because  it  dealt  with  person¬ 
nel  matters.  A  special  committee 
will  be  named  to  refine  the  docu¬ 
ment  and  present  it  to  a  later  coun¬ 
cil  meeting,  he  added. 

Other  sessions  involved  prelimi¬ 
nary  hearings  on  budget  askings 
from  administrative  agencies  and 
other  church  entities  for  the  1997- 
2000  quadrennium.  Program  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  general  (global)  church 
will  present  quadrennial  budget 
proposals  to  the  council  at  its  May 
meeting. 

The  task  group  on  World  Service 
heard  proposals  from  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference  and 
the  Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference 
for  salary  and  pension  aid  and  from 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Puerto 
Rico  for  a  block  grant. 

No  action  was  taken  on  any  budget 
proposals,  which  will  be  considered 
along  with  data  from  other  hearings 
in  May  and  December  1995. 

On  recommendation  of  its  finan¬ 
cial  services  committee,  the  council 
approved  grants  including: 

■  $100,000  to  the  Oklahoma  In¬ 
dian  Missionary  Conference  to  cov¬ 
er  an  operating  deficit; 

■  $145,240  to  the  General  Coun¬ 


cil  on  Ministries  to  help  fund  joint 
training  events,  including  $10,240 
to  cover  participants’  on-site  costs 
in  the  Western  Jurisdiction; 

■  $100,000  to  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
U.S.A.  for  legal  expenses  in  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  efforts  to  recover  $8  million  in¬ 


vested  in  a  fraudulent  scheme; 

■  Up  to  $250,000  to  United 
Methodist  Communications  for 
equipment. 

Mr.  Small  of  Phoenix ,  Ariz is  a 
field  communications  consultant  of 
United  Methodist  Communications 
based  in  Phoenix. 
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Astronaut  takes  flag  from  church  into  space 
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ACCEPTS  POST:  The  Rev.  Charles  R. 
Kishpaugh,  a  director  in  the  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  Unit  oE  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  has  accepted  a  position 
in  the  church's  California-Pacific  Annual  (re¬ 
gional)  Conference  as  operations  director  for 
that  conference’s  camping  and  retreat  ministry. 
Mr.  Kishpaugh  served  on  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  since  1986  and  worked  primarily 
in  camping  and  retreat  ministry. 

ALDERSGATE  COVENANT:  An  .d 

hoc  group  of  52  United  Methodists  recently  is¬ 
sued  a  document  titled,  "The  Aldersgate  Cove¬ 
nant:  A  Call  to  Missional  Renewal."  The 

document  calls  for  a  renewed  focus  on  the 
Church's  mission  of  making  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ,  developing  new  ways  of  supporting 
congregations  and  reinventing  the  connections! 
system,  This  group  plans  to  meet  Jan.  6-7  in 
Pittsburgh  and  Jan.  13-14  in  Dallas  to  begin 
Writing  legislative  proposals  for  the  1996  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  the  church's  top  legislative 
body, 

LIFE'S  END:  The  United  Methodist  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  recently 
released  Deciding  About  Life's  End:  A  United 
Methodist  Resource  Book  About  Advance  Direc¬ 
tives.  This  40-page  United  Methodist-oriented 
resource  booklet  was  produced  by  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  Program  Department 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
Copies  are  available  from  the  Service  Center 
)n  Cincinnati  (513)  761-2100. 

KAIL  NAMED:  The  Rev.  Edward  A.  Kail 
has  been  named  director  of  the  course  of  study 
>1  for  local  pastors  at 
I  United  Methodist-related 
|  Saint  Paul  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Mr. 

fessor  of  town  and  country 
ministries  and  as  director  of 
field  education.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Iowa  Annual 
Ed  Kail  Conference. 

CHAPLAINS  IN  CHARGE:  United 

Methodist  chaplains  head  four  governing  bodies 
of  four  pastoral  care  and  educational  organiza¬ 
tions  endorsed  by  the  church’s  Division  of 
Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries.  They  are: 
(he  Rev.  William  Baugh,  the  Association  for 
Clinical  Pastoral  Education:  the  Rev.  Gerald 
DeSabe,  the  American  Association  of  Pastoral 
Counselors;  the  Rev.  David  Carl,  American 
Mental  Health  Clergy,  and  the  Rev.  Richard  E. 
Stewart,  College  of  Chaplains. 


Methodists  giving  Asbury  a  birthday  party 


Asbury:  the  father  of  American  Methodism 


One  summer  morning  in  July 
1771  two  men  set  out  westward 
from  Winchester  to  ride  to  Bris¬ 
tol.  where  Mr.  Wesley  was  to 
meet  his  preachers  in  conference. 
One  . . .  was  Francis  Asbury — a 
name  soon  to  be  written  indelibly 
across  the  history  of  American 
Methodism. 

Asbury  had  no  idea  where  he 
would  be  heading  when  the  con¬ 
ference  ended — only  that  it  was 
not  likely  to  be  back  to  the  Salis¬ 
bury  Circuit  in  which  he  had 
served  for  the  past  12  months .* 

Francis  Asbury  was  bom  in  Au¬ 
gust  1745  at  Hamstead,  England, 
north  of  the  manufacturing  town 
of  Birmingham.  He  was  the  only 
surviving  child  of  Elizabeth  and 
Joseph  Asbury,  a  gardener. 

Shortly  after  his  birth,  the  fam¬ 
ily  moved  to  Great  Barr,  and 
their  cottage  was  the  setting  for 
prayer  meetings  and  preaching 
services.  (Asbury’s  cottage  has 
been  preserved  and  is  open  to  the 

By  age  6,  Asbury  could  read 
the  Bible.  He  was  described  as 
bookish  and  religiously  serious 
even  as  a  young  man. 

He  and  his  family  attended  AU 
Saints  (Anglican)  Church  in  West 


During  the  Christmas  Conference  of  1784  in 
Baltimore,  the  Methodists  in  America  formed  a 
new  denomination:  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Francis  Asbury  was  named  bishop. 


Asbury  was  powerfully  moved  by 
John  Wesley's  appeal,  "Our 
brethren  in  America  call  aloud 
for  help.  Who  are  willing  to  go 
over  and  help  them?” 

Immediately  volunteering  to 

preachers  selected  for  the  work  in 
America. 

Asbury  relumed  to  Great  Barr 
to  say  goodbye  to  his  parents, 
whom  he  would  never  see  again. 

After  a  rough,  seven-week  At¬ 
lantic  crossing,  he  landed  in  Phil¬ 
adelphia  on  Oct.  27,  1771. 

Asbury  kept  a  journal  of  his 
colonial  journeys  and  evangelical 
endeavors  for  nearly  50  years. 
During  this  time,  he  rode  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  million  miles 
on  horseback,  preaching  the  gos¬ 
pel  across  an  ever-widening  frdn- 

During  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  British  preachers  were  un¬ 
der  suspicion,  and  all  but  Asbury 
returned  to  England.  Isolated 


and  in  danger,  Asbury  k 
curtail  his  ministry  and  retired 
briefly  to  a  farm  near  Baltimore. 

turned  to  his  ministry  with  re- 

During  the  Christmas  Confer¬ 
ence  of  1784  in  Baltimore,  the 
Methodists  in  America  formed  a 
new  denomination:  the  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church.  Francis  As¬ 
bury  was  named  bishop. 

At  the  time  of  the  Christmas 
Conference,  there  were  83  itiner¬ 
ating  preachers  and  1 5,000  mem¬ 
bers.  At  Asbury's  death  32  years 
later,  there  were  700  itinerating 
preachers,  many  more  preachers 
who  did  not  itinerate  and 
2 12,000  members. 

Francis  Asbury,  Bishop  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
died  March  31,  1816,  in  Spotsyl¬ 
vania  County,  Va.  He  is  buried 
in  Mount  Olivet  Cemetery  in 
Baltimore. 

‘editor's  note:  All  historic  refer¬ 
ences  to  the  life  and  work  of 
Francis  Asbury  were  taken  from 
" People  called  Methodists:  Fran¬ 
cis  Asbury,”  by  lohn  Vickers, 
Foundry  Press,  Peterborough. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


She  continued,  “If  you're  afraid  She  praised  NASA's  “excellent 
of  death,  you  certainly  wouldn't  do  track  record,"  adding,  “we've  had 
something  like  this,  but  if  you  have  66  shuttle  flights  and  many  flights 
a  spiritual  life  and  do  not  fear  to  the  moon  with  just  one  notable 
death,  you’re  not  afraid  to  attempt  accident . . .  I’m  much  more  scared 
it.”  of  dentists'  drills  than  of  going  on 


God  made 


the  world 


without 


borders 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SEIVICE  PHOTO  >Y  IUU  McACHRAN 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.— Astronaut  Susan  Helms  presents  a  U.S.  flag 
to  the  Rev.  E.  Leonard  Gillingham,  pastor  of  St.  lohn's  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Albuquerque,  during  Thanksgiving  services  at  the 
church.  Ms.  Helms,  a  member  of  SL  lohn's,  took  the  flag  from  the 
church's  sanctuary  on  a  recent  Discovery  space  shuttle  mission.  The 
mission  traveled  177  orbits  or  4.6  million  miles  around  the  world. 


Ms.  Helms  said  she  practices  her 
faith  on  a  daily  basis  like  anyone 
else.  "Nothing  about  being  an  astro¬ 
naut  makes  us  special  except  that 
we  get  Ihc  stupendous  opportunity 
to  look  back  on  Ihe  earth  pretty 
much  the  way  God  made  it  and  can 
appreciate  it  in  a  way  most  people 
don't  get  a  chance  to  do,"  she  said. 

“No  matter  what  I'm  doing,  I  al¬ 
ways  try  to  continue  to  improve 
myself,  to  do  the  right  thing,  to  be 
strong  emotionally,  to  deal  with 
petty  problems  that  come  up  day  to 
day  and  to  use  my  faith  as  the  best 
source  of  how  to  deal  with  those 
problems.” 

The  earth  is  fragile 

Looking  at  the  earth  from  space, 
Ms.  Helms  said,  she  was  emotional¬ 
ly  moved  by  the  realization  that 
“God  made  the  world  without  bor¬ 
ders"  and  that  "the  earth  is  very 

Comparing  the  earth's  atmo¬ 
sphere  to  the  “skin  of  an  apple,"  she 

abused.” 

She  said  she  was  also  impressed 
by  the  “billions  of  people”  who  re¬ 
side  outside  the  United  States,  a 
number  no  one  realizes  “until  you 
see  the  city  lights  of  other  parts  of 
the  world  at  night  from  space.” 

The  astronaut  was  bom  in  Char¬ 
lotte,  N.C.;  is  based  in  Houston; 
considers  Portland,  Ore.,  her  home 
town;  and  regularly  visits  her  par¬ 
ents  in  Albuquerque.  Her  family 
has  always  been  active  in  the 

Ms.  McAchran  is  editor  of  the 
New  Mexico  Annual  Conference 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Re- 


widely  considered  the  "father  of 
American  Methodism"  (see  relat¬ 
ed  story  and  graphic  below). 

Francis  Asbury  was  bom  in  Au¬ 
gust  1745  in  Hamstead,  north  of 
the  manufacturing  town  of  Bir¬ 
mingham. 

The  Asbury  celebration  will  in¬ 
clude  flower  festivals,  exhibits  of 
art  and  Asbury  artifacts,  choir 
concerts,  organ  recitals,  worship 
services  and  a  presentation  of  the 
musical  “Hell’s  Angels,"  the  story 
of  Asbury  and  his  circuit  riders. 

Methodist  congregations  are  of¬ 
fering  Americans  opportunities 
for  tea,  refreshment  and  fellow¬ 
ship  with  members  of  their  con- 

Closely  tied  to  the  Asbury  cele¬ 
bration  are  events  and  tours  of 
other  Methodist  heritage  sites, 


particularly  those  made  famous 
through  the  work  of  Methodist 
founder  John  Wesley  and  his 
hymn-writing  brother,  Charles. 

Events  beginning  in  April  1995 
are  in  Great  Barr  (the  cottage  of 
Asbury's  childhood),  Salisbury 
(where  Asbury  served  a  circuit 
immediately  before  leaving  for 
the  American  colonies),  Bristol 
(where  Asbury  answered  Wes¬ 
ley’s  call  to  go  to  America,  the 
site  of  the  world's  first  Methodist 
building,  and  Charles  Wesley’s 

hymns).  West  Bromwich  (where 
young  Asbury  and  his  family  at¬ 
tended  church),  Dudley  (home  of 
The  Black  Country  Museum, 
near  Methodist  heritage  sites  in¬ 
cluding  the  place  where  Asbury 
preached)  and  Cornwall. 

In  London,  the  Museum  of 


World  Methodism  is  planning  a 
special  Asbury  exhibit.  The  mu¬ 
seum  is  in  Wesley  Chapel  next 
door  to  John  Wesley’s  house. 

(A  more  in-depth  description 
of  Methodist  heritage  sites  in 
Britain  will  follow  in  a  series  of 
articles  in  subsequent  issues  of 
the  Reporter.) 

United  Methodists  who  would 
like  to  participate  in  the  Asbury 
anniversary  celebration  will  have 
a  variety  of  venues  to  choose 
from  as  the  time  approaches. 
Some  opportunities  are  still  in 
the  planning  stage. 

The  British  Methodist  Heri¬ 
tage  Committee  has  appointed 
Galaxy  Tours  of  Wayne,  Pa.,  as 
their  U.S.  representatives.  They 
will  work  with  British  Heritage 
Tours  of  Chester.  U.K. 


DUDLEY,  England— A  visitor  at 
the  Black  Country  Museum 
talks  to  a  "miner"  in  front  of 
his  cottage.  The  museum  re¬ 
creates  life  in  the  18th  century 
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For  Unto  Us  This  Day  Is  Born  A  SavIor 


Beaee 


Remember  the 
Two  Children's  Homes 
of  Louisiana  with 
Special  Offerings  on 
Christmas  Day 


Children's  Home  is  remembered  with  gifts 


Dr.  Richard  E.  Hodges,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  officer  of  The  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans,  is  all 
smiles  as  he  receives  a  check  for 
$1,700  from  the  home's  auxilia¬ 
ry.  Presenting  the  donation  is 
the  president,  Lydia  Heard. 


Advent-ures . . . 

The  Nativity  Scene  displayed 
in  the  sanctuary  loft  of  Lake 
Providence  UMC  during  Advent 
was  built  and  painted  by  Karen 
Kennedy.  Funds  For  various 
pieces  of  the  tableau  were  donat¬ 
ed  by  members  in  honor  or  in 
memory  of  loved  ones. 

A  Creche  Exhibit  was  held 
Dec.  1 8  in  the  sanctuary  narthex 
of  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  where 
Dr.  John  E.  Fellers  is  pastor. 
Families  were  invited  to  display 
any  favorite  or  unusual  creche. 


Youth  of  St.  Andrew's  UMC  are  shown  above  as  they  visited  The 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  to  deliver  school  supplies,  stuffed 
animals  and  other  goodies  for  the  children.  With  them  are  Mike 
Cockrell  and  other  chaperons.  Shaler  Wells,  director  of  develop¬ 
ment  for  the  home,  gave  them  a  tour  and  talked  about  the  perva¬ 
siveness  of  child  abuse  in  today's  society.  The  visitors  played  a 
game  of  basketball  and  visited  with  residents.  Dr.  Rod  Kennedy  is 
pastor  of  the  Baton  Rouge  church. 


What  happens  in  churches  when 
Christmas  comes  on  Sunday? 


Rev.  Larry  Norman,  pastor,  climbed  a  16-foot 
ladder  to  place  ornaments  including  a  treetop  an¬ 
gel  on  the  22-foot  Chrismon  Tree  at  Evangeline 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  Assisting  him  in  decorating 


the  tree  are,  FROM  LEFT,  members,  Barbara  Rich¬ 
ardson,  Velma  Ellis  Greer  and  Edna  Honea.  The 
congregation  has  enjoyed  seeing  the  huge  tree  on 
their  altar  throughout  Advent. 


Joy!  Celebrate  the  birth  of  the 
Christ  Child! 

When  Christmas  comes  on  Sun¬ 
day,  it  makes  a 
difference  in  the 
scheduling  of  6 

services,  Sunday 
School  and  other 


How  are  some 
churches  around 

handling  this?  CHRISTMAS 

After  all.  Christ- 

time,  as  well  as  a  church  time. 

“Because  we  recognized  the  need 
of  each  family  to  celebrate  Jesus' 
birth  with  kith  and  kin,  wc  will 
have  one  service  of  worship  at  10 
a.m.  on  Christmas  Day,"  said  Rev. 
Mike  McLaurin,  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  Minden. 


“The  s< 


i  will  t 


giving  and  receiving.  It  will  be  an 
object  lesson  using  a  special  gift 
that  children  of  our  church  have  re¬ 
ceived  for  Christmas." 

All  children  of  the  church  have 
been  urged  to  bring  to  the  church 
one  favorite  gift  they  will  have  re¬ 
ceived  on  Christmas. 


Worship  services  will  be  held  at 
5,  7  and  1 1  p.m.  on  Christmas  Eve 
but  on  Christmas  Day  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Shreveport,  will  have  just 
one  worship  service  at  1 1  a.m.  The 
nursery  will  be  open  but  not  staffed. 

Worship  on  Christmas  Day  at  the 
recently  consecrated  Fellowship 
UMC,  Bossier  City,  where  Rev, 
Greg  Davis  is  pastor  will  be  at  10 
a.m.  The  service  will  include  the 
children's  birthday  party  for  Jesus 
and  a  blessing  of  toys. 

Instead  of  the  usual  three  Sunday 
morning  worship  services  at  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  on 
Christmas  Day  there  will  be  just 
two.  They  are  scheduled  for  9  a.m. 
and  1 1  a.m.  A  nursery  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  very  young  children.  Be¬ 
tween  services  there  will  be  a  time 
of  Food,  Fun  and  Fellowship  for  all 
those  who  attend  services.  Christ¬ 
mas  coffee  cake  and  cookies  will  be 
served  in  the  Activities  Building, 
Sunday  school  classes  won’t  meet. 

Only  one  worship  service  — 
10:50  a,m.  —  is  planned  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Day  at  Noel  UMC,  Shreveport, 
Rev.  Grayson  Watson,  pastor,  re¬ 
ports.  A  church  telecast  is  seen  each 
Sunday  at  7:30  a.m.  on  KMSS-TV. 
Channel  33. 

Among  Christmas  Eve  services  at 
Munholland  UMC,  Metairie,  where 
Rev.  Nick  Evans  is  pastor  will  be  a 
Moravian  Love  Feast  at  1 1  p  m.  On 
Christmas  Day  a  worship  service  is 
set  for  10:30  a.m. 


The  joy  of  Mary, 
the  wisdom  of  the  Magi . . . 

“As  ones  baptized  in  the  Spirit,  our  inward  task  is  to  put  the  manger 
scene  in  our  hearts;  the  joy  of  Mary,  the  wisdom  of  the  Magi,  the  stead¬ 
fastness  of  Joseph,  the  awe  of  the  shepherds,  the  light  of  the  star.  In  sa¬ 
cred  silence,  the  Holy  Servant  is  born  anew  in  our  lives. 

Put  the  manger  scene  in  the  streets  . . . 

“As  ones  baptized  in  the  Spirit,  our  outward  task  is  to  put  the  manger 
scene  in  the  streets,  to  reflect  with  our  lives  that  joy.  wisdom,  steadfast¬ 
ness,  awe  and  light.  Through  consecrated  commitment,  we  introduce 
others  to  the  Holy  Servant." 

—  Marilyn  Brown  Oden 

Advent:  A  Calendar  of  Devotions,  1994  (Abingdon  Press) 


All  I  want  for  Christmas  is  a  smooth  Highway  82 


We  all  have  our  special,  idealistic  wish  lists  for 
Christmas  —  world  peace,  honesty  in  government  an 
end  to  suffering,  sorrow  and  pain. 

There  are  our  material  Christmas 
wish  lists  that  include  jewels,  multi- 
media  personal  computers  or  dolls 
and  kiddie  cars.  And  there  are 
many  hopes  to  be  "home  for  the 
holidays”  or  have  a  special  some¬ 
one  “come  home  for  Christmas.” 

Rev.  Barry  Hockstra.  pastor  of 
Abbeville  UMC  and  Pecan  Island 
UMC,  has  been  busy  in  the  days 
leading  up  to  this  Christmas  week¬ 
end.  He  has  been  doing  all  the  many  **»-  Horhirt 
things  ministers  do  this  time  of  year.  In  addition,  he 
and  his  wife,  Lisa,  and  child,  Sam,  have  prepared  for  a 
holiday  trip  to  New  Jersey  for  Barry’s  20th  high  school 
class  reunion.  However,  he  look  time  to  make  out  this 
poignant,  humorous  wish  list: 

*  I  wish  places  for  battered  women  and  children, 
the  homeless  and  the  hungry  would  have  to  close  down 
for  lack  of  business. 


Let  The  Heavens  Be  Glad  And  The  Earth  Rejoice 
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Heed  the 
warning  in 
this  'carol' 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BV  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTlf 


Today's  news  images  convey  the  perils  confronting  children 
and  their  families  (clockwise  from  top  left):  fleeing  Cuba, 
suffering  through  war  in  Bosnia,  damaged  by  war's  after- 


math  in  Vietnam  and  living  in  the  grip  of  poverty.  Yet  still 
the  Christ  Child  comes,  bringing  peace  on  earth  and  good 
will  toward  all  humanity  (see  related  articles  on  this  page). 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

A  Time  cover  magazine  recently  pic¬ 
tured  incoming  Speaker  of  the  House 
Newt  Gingrich  as  “Uncle  Scrooge"  hold¬ 
ing  aloft  a  fractured  version  of  Tiny  Tim’s 
crutch. 

Analogies  linking  Charles  Dickens’  A 
Christmas  Carol — published  in  1843 — 
with  the  “Scrooge  mood”  of  the  country 
_  are  being  drawn 


er,  most  media 
parallels  overlook  the  Christmas  tale’s  faith 
context. 

Beneath  its  surface  entertainment,  Dick¬ 
ens'  tale  takes  Scrooge  through  a  classic  con¬ 
version  experience:  conviction,  confession, 
forgiveness,  penance  and  a  chance  to  walk  in 
a  new  direction.  In  short,  Scrooge  has  a 
change  of  heart  and  becomes  a  new  man. 

As  heartwarming  as  this  wise  old  chestnut 
is,  many  contemporary  audiences  overlook 
the  profound  social  conscience  undergirding 
the  story — a  social  conscience  that  rings 
true  with  both  historic  and  contemporary 
Methodism. 

Today’s  screen  and  theatrical  adaptations 
often  depict  the  poor  of  London  as  colorful¬ 
ly  picturesque.  Even  Bob  Cratchit’s  suppos¬ 
edly  impoverished  cottage  is  charming. 

These  “picturesque”  portrayals  of  pov¬ 
erty  short-change  the  harsh  realities  Dick¬ 
ens  observed  and  starkly  conveyed 
through  his  writing. 

Not  all  modem  media  miss  the  point.  A 
recent  article  described  the  poor  in  Dick¬ 
ens’  19th  century  London  as  an  “aban¬ 
doned  underclass  left  to  rot  in  filthy  hovels 
and  rural  slums,  who  gave  birth  to  chil¬ 
dren  who  had  no  education,  no  comfort  or 
security,  and  whose  brightest  hope  lay  in  a 
life  of  crime.” 

Dickens  wrote  about  the  wretchedly 
poor  through  firsthand  observation  as  a 
journalist  and  from  some  unfortunate  ex¬ 
periences  in  his  own  life.  His  experiences 
bear  a  striking  resemblance  to  those  of 
Methodism’s  founder,  John  Wesley,  who 
lived  a  century  earlier. 

Dickens’  father,  like  Wesley’s,  couldn’t 
manage  money.  Financial  failures,  both  fa¬ 
thers  served  time  in  debtors’  prison.  At 
times  both  families  lived  in  poverty. 

Perhaps  because  of  these  experiences, 
both  Dickens  and  Wesley  developed  a  life¬ 
long  compassion  for  and  understanding  of 
the  poor.  Both  worked  diligently  to  allevi¬ 


ate  suffering  through  charitable  works  and 
through  their  special  skills — Wesley’s 
preaching  and  Dickens’  pen. 

Both  were  enormously  successful  men  in 
the  sense  that  their  works  have  lived  far 
longer  than  they  could  have  imagined. 

Their  efforts  remain  alive  because,  in 
part,  they  have  something  significant  to 
say  to  our  century  as  well  as  to  their  own: 
All  people  have  worth,  and  all  hearts  can 
be  changed.  Furthermore,  it’s  never  too 


late  to  be  transformed  by  the  gift  of  grace. 

In  A  Christmas  Carol ,  Dickens  gave  a 
haunting  warning  bom  of  experience  that 
we,  in  a  world  of  shrinking  generosity  and 
growing  need,  would  do  well  to  heed.  That 
warning  is  issued  through  the  Ghost  of 
Christmas  Present  who  introduces  Scrooge 
to  a  boy  and  girl. 

“  ‘This  boy  is  Ignorance,’  the  spirit  says. 
‘This  girl  is  Want.  Beware  them  both,  but 
most  of  all  beware  of  this  boy,  for  on  his 


brow  I  see  that  written  which  is  Doom,  un¬ 
less  the  writing  be  erased.  Deny  it . . .  And 
bide  the  end.’  ” 

It’s  time  for  us  to  revisit  A  Christmas 
Carol  as  Charles  Dickens  intended  it  to  be 
understood.  Only  if  we  clearly  grasp  Dick¬ 
ens’  message  of  the  peril  “Ignorance”  and 
“Want”  pose  to  the  human  spirit  and  to 
the  human  community  can  we  hope  to 
erase  the  doom  written  on  their  brows,  for 
themselves  and  for  us  all. 


A  letter  of  angels  and  'Wonderful  Life' 


Dear  Friends: 

Here  we  are,  exchanging  news  of 
our  too-busy  lives  by  means  of  let¬ 
ters  in  our  Christmas  cards. 

In  truth,  there’s  not  much  real 
‘.‘news”  this  year:  We’re  still  em¬ 
ployed  or  in  school.  I  surmise  that 
all  of  you  are  the  same,  because 
none  of  you  has  written  asking  for 


Know  your  Bible? 

find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“And  she  gave  birth  to  her  first¬ 
born  son  and  wrapped  him  in  bands 
of  cloth,  and  laid  him  in  a  manger, 
because  there  was  no  place  for  them 
in  the  inn.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Luke  1:47,48) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  25 

Sunday:  John  1:1-14 
Monday:  Psalm  98:1-3 
Tuesday:  Psalm  98:4-9 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  52:7,8 
Thursday:  Isaiah  52:9,10 
Friday:  Hebrews  1:1-4 
Saturday:  Hebrews  1:5-12 


A)  money  or  B)  a  job  reference. 
Thank  God  for  such  blessings! 

What  I  really  want  to  tell  you  this 
Christmas  is  that  I  miss  you.  1 
didn’t  realize  how  much  until  this 
past  weekend  when  1  rented  Frank 
Capra’s  film  It’s  a  Wonderful  Life 
for  the  umpteenth  viewing. 

Yes,  I  know  some  of  you  think 
it’s  corny.  Stipulated. 

But  at  its  heart  there’s  a  message 
that  for  some  time  I’ve  wanted  to  re¬ 
inforce  with  people  I  love,  especially 
us  befuddled  “baby  boomers”  who 
now  find  ourselves  middle-aged. 

Here’s  the  message:  Have  faith, 
for  God  has  come  among  us. 

Can  it  possibly  be  that  simple? 

After  nearly  a  quarter-century  of 
professional  observation  of  humans 
in  all  their  glory  and  folly,  I’ve  de¬ 
cided  that  yes,  it’s  that  simple. 

No  matter  how  much  we  mess 
things  up,  God  is  always  present  in 
our  lives.  It’s  just  that  we  don’t  al¬ 
ways  see  what’s  in  front  of  our  faces. 

That’s  why  I  find  It’s  a  Wonderful 
Life  such  a  helpful  reminder.  TTie 
loss  of  faith  experienced  by  the 
film’s  main  character,  George  Bai¬ 
ley  (wasn’t  Jimmy  Stewart  just  per¬ 
fect?),  kept  him  from  seeing  God  at 
work  in  his  life  through  his  devoted 


Faithfully  yours 


Cynthia  B.  Astle 
is  an  Associate 
Editor  of  the 
Reporter. 


wife,  Mary,  through  his  children 
and  through  his  friends. 

After  George  missed  all  those  im¬ 
mediate  helpers,  it’s  no  wonder  that 
God  had  to  send  an  angel  to  get  his 
attention! 

Seeing  this  film  again  reminded 
me  of  those  times  when  God  sent 
other  “angels”  for  me  and  for  oth¬ 
ers — and  how  often  I  overlooked 
both  the  messenger  and  the  message! 

Thus  here  is  my  gift:  Thank  you 
for  all  the  times  you’ve  been  like 
Christ — the  God  Who  Comes.  Each 
time  Christ  was  bom  anew  in  me 
because  of  you,  I  was  able  to  bear 
Christ  to  those  whom  I  didn’t  al¬ 
ways  love — but  whom  God  loves  so 
much  that  nothing  less  than  Incar¬ 
nation  would  serve. 

So  let’s  rejoice!  Emmanuel  has 
come;  his  name  is  Jesus. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Ronald  P.  Patterson  John  A.  Lovelace  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
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What  about  praying 
for  dead  boys'  father? 


The  Nov.  1 8  editorial  on  forgiv¬ 
ing  Susan  Smith  pointedly  leaves 
out  any  mention  of  praying  for  the 
father  of  the  children  she  killed. 

While  I  agree  that  forgiving  her 
and  praying  for  her  and  for  her  children  are  proper,  we  should 
also  pray  for  her  husband. 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Pat  Bailey 

Bremerton,  Washington 


Editor’s  note:  We  regret  the  unintentional  exclusion  of  David 
Smith  from  the  Nov.  18  editorial.  See  related  story  elsewhere  in 
this  issue. 

He  wasn't  courteous  to  the  first  lady 

In  reference  to  “What  Others  Are  Saying”  (see  UMR,  Dec.  9): 
The  Rev.  Martin  E.  Marty  didn’t  use  enough  courtesy  to  refer  to 
Hillary  Clinton  as  Honorable  First  Lady.  I’m  thankful  she  knows 
the  Bible  and  I  respect  her  and  President  Bill  Clinton  for  exercising 
a  Christian  attitude  in  respect  to  the  wiles  of  the  Devil. 

I’m  glad  she  is  a  United  Methodist  like  me,  believing  we  are  all 
created  equal.  No  one  has  a  monopoly  on  Christ.  We  should  be 
shouting  “Come  to  Christ”  instead  of  this  petty  trash. 

Regarding  the  Rev.  Allison  Cambre’s  “Here  I  Stand”  in  the 
same  issue,  he  has  it  all  together  and  we  United  Methodists  had 
better  get  it  together,  too. 

Lola  Ackerman 
Fayetteville,  Tennessee 


Radical  surgery  is  needed  to  save  church 

With  regard  to  the  General  Council  on  Ministries’  “Connec¬ 
tion  Issues  Study”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  25),  the  best  thing  the  council 
could  do  to  resolve,  the  “denominational  tug-of-war”  would  be  to 
put  itself  out  of  business — along  with  large  chunks  of  our  constantly 
expanding  denominational  structures  which  have  become  a  spiritu¬ 
al  and  economic  burden  on  our  constantly  shrinking  congregational 
base.  Survival  probably  will  require  radical  surgery.  We  need  to  de¬ 
termine  which  ministries  are  best  accomplished  at  each  level  of  the 
denominational  structure  and  amputate  everything  else. 

James  A.  Hamish 
Tampa,  Florida 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters  from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must  carry  the  signature  and  address 
of  the  author.  Address  letters  for  publication  to  "Letters  to  the 
Editor,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275,  or  fax  letters  to  214-630-0079. 


Hope  for 
peace  on 
earth?  Yes! 

By  DAVID ).  LAWSON 

Peace  on  earth?  Any  hope? 

Not  long  ago,  a  simple  quiz  on  the  geog¬ 
raphy  of  Europe  would  have  embarrassed 
many  of  us.  Serbia?  Bosnia?  Macedonia? 
Yugoslavia? 

Now  those  names  are  constantly  before 
us.  We  may  need  to  search  the  map  before 

we  find  them.  The - 

names,  however, 
are  very  familiar. 

With  the  help  of 

satellites  and  trav-  W  llTlGSS 
eling  news  teams, 

we  stand  in  a  sterilized  safe  place  and  wit¬ 
ness  mass  murder,  genocide,  sniper  fire  at 
youths  and  children,  cities  under  siege, 
food  shortages,  primitive  medical  help  . . . 

Only  a  person  with  numbed  sensitivity 
can  avoid  feeling  the  welling  up  of  tears, 
perhaps  a  supressed  cry  of  anguish! 

Peace  on  earth?  Is  that  not  the  senti¬ 
mental  idealism  of  religious  people? 

There  was  a  time  when  we  could  at  least 
nourish  the  illusion  of  peace  in  our  neigh¬ 
borhoods.  Who  would  try  to  defend  that 
now?  Who  can  so  successfully  close  their 
minds  and  eyes?  Does  the  Christmas 
promise  apply  only  to  life  after  death?  You 
know:  pie  in  the  sky  by  and  by. 

Any  signs  of  hope 

Let’s  move  close  to  the  lion’s  mouth  and 
see  if  we  can  find  any  signs  of  hope. 

Heinrich  Bolleter  is  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  bishop  for  Southern  Europe.  The  now- 
familiar  names  in  the  news — Serbia, 
Bosnia,  Macedonia,  Yugoslavia — are 
within  his  episcopal  area;  we  have  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  each  place. 

He  also  has  oversight  of  conferences  and 
congregations  in  Belgium,  Italy,  France, 
Switzerland  and  Algiers.  Each  spring  he 
presides  at  nine  annual  conferences.  Now 
in  his  late  forties,  Bishop  Bolleter  lives  a 
challenging  life. 

At  each  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  several  bishops  are  asked  to  report  on 
the  situation  in  their  respective  areas.  The 
presentations  are  usually  in  closed  session 
because  of  the  sensitive  nature  of  portions 
of  their  reports. 

The  sign  of  hope  we  need  for  this  Christ¬ 
mas  was  found  in  Heinrich’s  report.  I 
share  it  with  his  permission. 

■  Bishop  Bolleter,  dressed  in  a  bullet¬ 
proof  vest,  visited  our  ministry  in  Saraje¬ 
vo  a  few  months  ago.  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  is  there  with  food 
and  medical  supplies.  In  keeping  with 
United  Methodist  values,  assistance  is  giv¬ 
en  to  Serbs,  Muslims  and  Croats  without 
distinction.  He  reported  that  this  witness 
was  so  strong  that  the  people  there  ques¬ 
tioned  what  church  was  behind  UMCOR. 

invited  by  officials 

He  went  on  to  say:  “The  city  officials  of 
Zenica  and  Sarajevo  invited  me  to  bring 
The  United  Methodist  Church  into  Bos¬ 
nia.  These  officials  are  Muslim.  But  they 
invited  me  to  pray  with  them  and  to  tell 
them  the  story  about  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  They  felt  the  need  to  work  to¬ 
gether  with  those  who  are  changing  the 
hearts  of  the  people.  The  invitation  to 
start  United  Methodist  Fellowships  came 
also  from  the  indigneous  staff  people, 
Muslim,  Roman  Catholic  and  Orthodox.” 

■  When  you  see  scenes  from  Bosnia  on 
television,  remember  that  United  Method¬ 
ist  congregations  are  being  started  there  as 
well.  And  hear  the  signs  of  hope  in  Bishop 
Bolleter’s  words:  “In  the  midst  of  night¬ 
mares  of  hatred  and  death,  the  light  begins 
to  shine. . .  .God  has  foreseen  a  new  begin¬ 
ning  through  people  who  serve  as  channels 
of  His  love.” 

God  has  foreseen  new  beginnings 
through  the  people  who  serve  as  channels 
of  God’s  love.  The  signs  are  everywhere. 
In  your  community.  Down  the  road.  Ev¬ 
erywhere!  Despite  all  contrary  evidence, 
we  live  in  a  God-saturated  world! 

Leaning  into  that  Truth,  we  pray  for 
Peace  on  Earth. 


Bishop  David  /.  Lawson 
is  episcopal  leader  of  the 
Illinois  Area  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 


What  others  are  saying 

“When  friends  are  with  you  at  a  football 
game,  are  they  likely  to  think,  ‘Here  comes 
Jesus’?  They  need  to.  Seeing  us  going  about 
our  everyday  lives  is  the  only  way  in  which 
many  of  our  co-workers  and  family  mem¬ 
bers  and  fellow  citizens — even  our  fellow 
church  members — will  ever  see  Jesus.” 

— Barbara  Wendland  in  Connections  news¬ 
letter. 
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CHRISTMAS  EVE  OUTREACH:  For 

the  sixth  consecutive  year,  members  of  Cres¬ 
cent  Height  United  Methodist  Church  of  West 
Hollywood,  Calif,,  will  go  “bar  hopping”  on 
Dec.  24  to  invite  lonely  persons  to  a  Christmas 
Eve  service.  “We  literally  blitz  a  bar  or  a  res¬ 
taurant,”  said  the  Rev.  Tom  Griffith,  pastor. 
“We  go  in  and  quickly  pass  out  ‘complimen¬ 
tary  tickets’  to  our  service  and  extend  a  per¬ 
sonal  invitation  to  each  person  to  whom  we 
give  a  ticket.”  Last  year,  60  people  turned  in 
tickets  for  the  midnight  service. 


DISAGREE  OVER  PRAYER:  At  least 

two  leading  United  Methodists  disagree  on 
school  prayer,  particularly  on  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  establish  it,  U.S.  Sen.  Robert 
Dole  (R-Kan.),  who  has  been  named  Senate 
majority  leader,  favors  bringing  the  issue  to  a 
vote.  “I  support  prayer  in  school,”  the  six-term 
senator  declared  during  a  recent  press  confer¬ 
ence.  Bishop  David  J.  Lawson  of  Springfield, 
Ill.,  has  said  that  because  primary  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  religious  teaching  resides  in  families 
and  faith  communities,  "absence  of  prayer  in 
public  schools  is  not  a  significant  threat  to 
Christianity  or  any  other  faith  community.” 
The  church's  Social  Principles  say  the  state 
should  use  its  authority  neither  to  “inculcate 
particular  religious  beliefs  (including  atheism) 
nor  . . .  require  prayer  or  worship  in  the  public 
schools.” 


STOP  LAND  GRAB:  The  Middle  East 
Network  of  United  Methodists  is  asking  other 
church  members  to  join  them  in  a  protest  to  the 
Israeli  government  concerning  confiscation  of 
Palestinian  land.  According  to  Shirley  Stevens 
of  Syracuse,  N.Y.,  network  coordinator,  Israel 
is  seizing  land  adjacent  to  Shepherds’  Fields 
near  Bethlehem — owned  by  40  Palestinian 
families — to  build  8,500  housing  units  for  Jew¬ 
ish  families.  The  network  is  related  to  the 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action,  an  un¬ 
official  organization  of  United  Methodists. 


COURTESY  OF  BRIDWELL  LIBRARY 


'Mary  sat  a-working' 

This  wood-engraving  by  Eric  Gill  titled 
"Madonna  and  Child  with  Angel:  Madonna 
Knitting"  graces  the  front  of  this  year's 
Christmas  card  from  the  Bridwell  Library  at 
United  Methodist-related  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Dallas.  Originally  published  in 
1916  in  a  rhyme-sheet  in  Sussex,  England, 
the  engraving  is  one  of  the  library's  exten¬ 
sive  holdings  of  Gill's  book  engravings. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 

Associate  Editor 

As  a  result  of  her  November 
visit  to  Egypt,  Palestine  and  Isra¬ 
el,  United  Methodist  Bishop  Ju¬ 
dith  Craig  (West  Ohio)  says  she 
is  observing  Advent  differently 
this  year  and  “it  doesn’t  sit  com¬ 
fortably.” 

Bishop  Craig  was  a  guest  of  the 
Middle  East  Council  of  Churches 
on  this  trip,  an  example  of  inter¬ 
national  trips  each  active  bishop 
is  expected  to  take  every  four 
years. 

In  Jerusalem  she  joined  a  fact¬ 
finding  mission  composed  of 
leaders  from  non-profit  organiza¬ 
tions,  governmental  agencies  and 
journalists.  She  joined  the 
group's  nine-day  tour  for  three 
days,  one  of  which  was  spent  in 
Gaza. 

Met  with  Yasser  Arafat 

In  Gaza  the  group  met  with 
Yasser  Arafat,  chairman  of  the 
new  Palestine  National  Author¬ 
ity,  the  Palestinian  government 
formed  from  the  Palestine  Liber¬ 
ation  Organization  (PLO).  Mr. 
Arafat  met  with  the  dozen  or  so 
fact-finders  around  a  conference 
table  in  his  office. 

Bishop  Craig  described  him  as 
a  very  tired  but  self-determined 
man  who  in  a  quiet  voice  ex¬ 
pressed  discouragement  and  feel¬ 
ings  of  being  abandoned. 

At  the  close  of  their  40-minute 
interview  Bishop  Craig  said  she 
was  asked  by  some  of  those  pres¬ 
ent  to  offer  a  prayer.  Joining 
hands  with  Mr.  Arafat  and  others 
around  the  table,  she  offered  a 
prayer  for  peace,  wisdom  and 
strength,  giving  thanks  to  God. 

She  said  following  the  prayer, 
“he  grasped  my  hands,  looked  in¬ 
tently  into  my  eyes  and  said, 
‘Pray  for  me  every  day.’  He 
meant  it.” 

“It  was  a  very  moving  moment 
for  a  Christian  woman  bishop,” 


she  said  during  a  telephone  inter¬ 
view.  “I  remember  him  every 
day  during  my  prayer  time.” 

Confessing  that  she  was  not 
blind  to  realities  of  the  Arab-Is- 
raeli  conflict  and  atrocities  of 
both  sides,  Bishop  Craig  said  she 
“felt  like  she  met  a  human  being 
(in  Mr.  Arafat).  His  humanity 
came  forward.” 

Prayed  with  his  wife 

She  and  the  fact-finders  also 
prayed  with  President  Arafat’s 
wife,  Madame  Suha,  immediately 
before  their  meeting  with  her  hus¬ 
band.  Madame  Suha,  31,  asked 
Bishop  Craig  to  pray  with  her  fol¬ 
lowing  what  the  bishop  described 
as  a  cordial  visit  with  coffee  and 
sweets  in  the  Arafat  home. 

“She  said  she  was  committed 
to  children  and  health  care  for 
the  Palestinians,”  Bishop  Craig 
said.  Ms.  Arafat  told  the  group 
she  was  waiting  for  shipment  of  a 
prefabricated  hospital  now  on  a 
dock  in  Boston  and  is  raising 
money  from  friends  in  Paris  to 
pay  for  the  shipment. 

Bishop  Craig  said  Ms.  Arafat 
was  also  interested  in  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  the 
church’s  women  bishops. 

As  for  Gaza  itself,  the  bishop 
said,  “I  was  stunned  by  its  appear¬ 
ance.”  She  described  garbage  ev¬ 
erywhere,  piles  of  debris  in  open 
lots,  half-built  buildings  and 
streets  with  no  sewers. 

Nothing  was  attractive,  she  said, 
except  the  two  United  Methodist- 
supported  vocational  schools  she 
toured.  She  reiterated  that  Gaza  is 
not  a  pleasant  place. 

There  is  no  seaport;  therefore, 
supplies  must  be  brought  in  by  Is¬ 
raeli-controlled  highways. 

“Everything  seems  difficult. 
You  feel  the  tension  in  the  air,” 
she  said. 

Bishop  Craig  contrasted  Gaza 
with  Jerusalem,  where  homes  are 


RELIGION  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Palestinian  leader  Yasser  Arafat  (left)  applauds  as  Francis  Sejerstedt,  chairman  of  the  Nobel 
Peace  Prize  Committee,  shakes  hands  with  Israeli  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin  after  the  two 
men  and  Foreign  Minister  Shimon  Peres  received  the  peace  award  Dec.  10.  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Judith  Craig  (inset)  met  with  Mr.  Arafat  during  a  recent  visit  to  Gaza  and  now  prays  dai¬ 
ly  for  him  (see  related  story  at  left). 


modest  but  modem  and  residen¬ 
tial  areas  are  well  kept. 

In  nearby  Bethlehem  she  toured 
United  Methodist-supported  Hope 
School,  where  United  Methodist 
missionary  the  Rev.  Alex  Awad,  a 
native  of  Palestine,  teaches. 

Reflecting  upon  her  experience 
during  this  Advent  season  Bishop 
Craig  says  she’s  trying  to  under¬ 
stand  what’s  going  on  (in  the  Holy 
Land).  “It’s  changed  my  whole 
Advent  journey,”  she  said.  She 
now  says  “promise”  and  “hope” 
with  a  lump  in  her  throat. 

The  bishop  said,  “It’s  hard  to 
comprehend  that  the  very  place 


and  the  very  people  (Jews  and 
Arabs  we  read  about  in  Scrip¬ 
ture)  still  behave  in  this  manner” 
of  distrust  and  violence  towards 
each  other. 

She  asks,  “How  long,  Oh  Lord, 
before  we  come  to  grips  with  our 
splits?” 

Bishop  Craig  says  she  faces 
Advent  “not  in  despair,  not 
faithless — I'm  sobered.”  She  said 
she  is  comfortable  with  the  la¬ 
ment  of  Psalm  1 37,  where  Jewish 
captives  fondly  remember  better 
times  at  home  in  Zion  during 
their  captivity  in  Babylon.  But 
she  is  troubled  by  Isaiah  40, 


when  the  prophet  Isaiah  forsees 
the  Jewish  conquest  of  Arab 
lands  for  the  rebuilding  of  Israel. 

She  said  she  learned  that  she 
needs  to  be  careful  how  she  talks 
about  Old  Testament  Scriptures. 
She  says  American  Christians 
can  read  Scripture  in  a  way  that 
supports  Zionism  when  we  talk 
about  the  fulfillment  of  God’s 
promise  in  Israel. 

“Who’s  Israel,  really?”  she  ex¬ 
claims.  “In  the  Christmas  carol 
‘O  Come,  O  Come,  Emmanuel,' 
who’s  Israel?  What’s  Israel?”  For 
her  she  says  Advent  this  year  is  a 
season  of  asking. 


Congregation  reaching  out  to  slain  boys'  family 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

The  garlands  and  wreaths  are 
hung,  the  tree  is  decorated,  the 
poinsettias  are  ready  to  be  deliv¬ 
ered,  the  sanctuary  is  glowing  with 
Advent  purple  paraments,  and  the 
children  are  ready  to  perform  their 
Christmas  eve  musical. 

Buffalo  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Union  County,  S.C.,  is 
preparing  to  celebrate  the  birth 
of  a  child. 

A  little  more  than  a  month 
ago,  church  members  were  bury¬ 
ing  two  children,  two  of  their 
own  whose  mother,  Susan  Smith, 
confessed  to  their  murder. 

It  was  a  dark  period  for  the 
340-member  congregation. 

But,  according  to  their  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Mark  Long,  they  are  go¬ 
ing  ahead  being  the  church  and 
rejoicing  in  telling  the  story  once 
again  of  the  child  who  came  into 
the  world  to  bring  light  into  the 
darkness. 

While  the  choirs  practice,  pres- 


Pastor:  Murdered  tots'  father  trying  to  rebuild  life 


A  white  clapboard  church  sits 
on  a  hill  about  eight  miles 
northwest  of  Union,  S.C. 

On  that  site,  Susan  and  Da¬ 
vid  Smith’s  children,  Michael 
and  Alexander,  are  buried  (see 
related  story  at  left). 

David  Smith  calls  Bogansville 
United  Methodist  Church  home, 
although  he  is  not  a  member. 

“We  consider  him  one  of 
ours  anyway,”  the  Rev.  Doug 
Gilliland  told  the  Reporter.  “It’s 
the  only  church  he  has  known.” 


Mr.  Gilliland  said  he  has  visit¬ 
ed  with  Mr.  Smith  several  times. 

“He  is  trying  to  put  his  life 
back  together,”  Mr.  Gilliland 
said.  “He  did  not  work  at  all 
during  the  search  for  his  chil¬ 
dren  and  for  a  while  after  the 
funeral.  Now  he’s  able  to  work 
some  again. 

“David  was  tom  in  so  many 
directions,”  he  continued,  be¬ 
tween  his  former  wife,  his  fam¬ 
ily  and  the  media. 

Press  reports  say  Mr.  Smith 


has  visited  his  former  wife,  Su¬ 
san  Smith,  in  prison,  but  Mr. 
Gilliland  could  not  confirm  that. 

Mr.  Gilliland  said  that  his 
congregation,  which  includes 
several  relatives  of  David 
Smith,  is  “doing  fairly  well.” 

“We  all  have  a  sadness  in  our 
hearts,  but  our  faith  has  helped 
us  know  that  all  is  not  lost.  God 
will  still  take  care  of  us,  and  we 
can  celebrate  that.” 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


ents  are  wrapped,  turkeys  are 
roasted  and  holiday  pies  are 
baked,  Susan  Smith — watched 
by  guards — is  behind  locked 
doors  and  fences  topped  with  ra¬ 
zor  wire  at  the  Women’s  Correc¬ 
tional  Center  in  Columbia,  S.C., 
about  50  miles  to  the  southeast. 

“We  are  reaching  out  to  Su¬ 
san,”  he  told  the  Reporter ,  “and 
her  family.” 


“Linda  Russell  [Susan  Smith's 
mother]  has  lost  so  much,”  he 
said,  “two  grandbabies  and  her 
daughter  charged  with  murder. 
Church  members  have  been  to 
see  her.  And,  for  a  while  at  least, 
she  was  able  to  sit  back  and  laugh 
and  talk  about  anything  but  what 
happened.” 

Mrs.  Russell  has  remained 
somewhat  in  seclusion  since  the 


tragedy,  he  said.  Neither  of  the 
Russells  (Susan  Smith’s  stepfather, 
Beverly  Russell,  is  a  choir  mem¬ 
ber)  has  returned  to  church,  al¬ 
though  they  say  they  will  in  time, 
he  continued.  He  said  he  under¬ 
stands  that  the  family  plans  to  be 
with  Susan  on  Christmas  Day. 

In  the  meantime,  Dr.  Long 
said  the  congregation  and  the 
community  are  enjoying  a  period 


of  relief  from  the  surge  of  nation¬ 
al  media  personnel  who  flooded 
the  community  during  the  search 
for  the  missing  children  and  the 
subsequent  tragedy.  They  are 
prepared  for  a  new  media  on¬ 
slaught  when  Ms.  Smith’s  trial 
begins.  The  trial  date  has  not 
been  set. 

Despite  all  of  the  turmoil  and 
sorrow  of  recent  weeks.  Dr. 
Long,  who  was  appointed  to  the 
Buffalo  church  six  months  ago, 
said  he  is  thankful  to  have  been  a 
part  of  a  supportive  community. 

“It  has  been  a  time  to  do  real 
ministry,”  he  said,  “not  only  to 
people  in  this  church  but  to  peo¬ 
ple  outside  of  the  church.  I’ve 
been  thankful  just  to  be  able  to 
talk  to  the  people  and  to  offer 
community  worship  services.” 

Christmas  morning  worship  at 
Buffalo  United  Methodist 
Church  will  be  “an  informal 
gathering  with  carol  singing  and 
a  homily,”  Dr.  Long  said.  “It  will 
be  a  good  time  to  celebrate.” 


Faith,  hope  found  to  be  stronger  than  quake 


By  DAVID  RICHARDSON 

How  is  it  that  attendance  is  up 
and  giving  is  greater  at  Northridge 
United  Methodist  Church  since 
the  earthquake  of  Jan.  17,  1994? 

Could  stewardship  reflect  the 
great  need  that  has  arisen?  People 
do  rise  to  the  occasion.  But  the 
overwhelming  evidence  points  to  an 
even  greater  force,  that  of  thanks¬ 
giving  for  all  that  God  has  done. 

Long,  painful  recovery 

One  family  who  lost  a  home  val¬ 
ued  at  $400,000  was  very  thankful 
that  they  were  not  home  the  night 
of  the  quake.  The  long,  painful  re¬ 
covery  has  been  powered  by  that 
memory.  It  could  have  been  worse 
if  one  of  them  had  been  killed  or 
injured.  Looking  back  on  their  or¬ 
deal,  they  confessed,  “We  have 
learned  more  about  faith  than  we 
ever  knew  before.” 

Gratitude  for  what  God  has 
done  is  an  overwhelming  senti¬ 
ment  of  people  in  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  So  many  more  could  have 
been  killed.  It’s  amazing  the  dam¬ 
age  wasn’t  worse.  Cooperation  and 
neighborliness  have  given  new 
meaning  to  community  and  a  new 
appreciation  of  the  city. 


Commentary 


"We  have  learned  more  about  faith  than  tve 
ever  knew  before." 

— A  United  Methodist  family  who  lost  their  home  in 
the  Jan.  17  earthquake. 


It’s  a  common  axiom  to  blame 
church  decline  on  hard  times,  eco¬ 
nomic  recession,  changing  neigh¬ 
borhood,  and  loss  of  members. 
But  God  is  not  bound  by  axioms. 
God’s  transformative  power  can 
literally  shake  the  foundations  so 
that  we  can  see  things  differently. 

Consider  these  facts.  Since  Jan. 
17,  it  would  seem  that  these  are 
the  worst  of  times.  The  neighbor¬ 
hood  changed  overnight.  It  col¬ 
lapsed.  Every  apartment  within  a 
mile  radius  is  empty  or  gone.  The 
Meadows  Apartments,  across  the 
street  where  1 6  people  were  killed, 
is  now  a  vacant  lot. 

(More  than)  30  families  in  the 
church  lost  their  homes.  At  least 
10  families  moved  away.  Jobs 
have  been  lost  with  the  closure  of 
businesses  affected  by  the  earth¬ 
quake.  Foreclosures  have  caused 


the  bottom  to  fall  out  of  the  hous¬ 
ing  market. 

The  church  received  (more 
than)  $200,000  damage  to  its 
buildings.  The  Apostle  Paul  de¬ 
scribed  it  well,  “the  whole  creation 
has  been  groaning  in  travail  to¬ 
gether”  (Romans  8:22). 

Reached  out 

That  gratitude  is  more  powerful 
than  misfortune  is  borne  out  by 
the  way  Northridge  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  reached  out  to  the 
community,  using  its  facilities  to 
house  those  who  lost  homes,  to 
store  belongings  and  to  serve  as  an 
information  and  referral  center. 

The  offices  were  a  command 
center  for  the  rescue  operations 
over  the  two  months  following  the 
quake.  The  church  provided  cash 
grants  to  people  with  immediate 


needs,  and  offered  counseling  and 
child  care.  It  brought  many  help¬ 
ing  agencies  to  the  premises  for  di¬ 
rect  access,  advice  and  processing. 

Volunteers  with  pickup  trucks 
came  to  the  church  to  help  people 
move.  Cal  State  Northridge  has 
used  the  church  for  its  music  class¬ 
es,  and  other  displaced  communi¬ 
ty  groups  have  come  for  meetings, 
rehearsals,  and  concerts. 

All  this  activity  has  brought 
more  people  to  the  church  than 
ever  before.  Attendance  is  up  over 
last  year  despite  the  loss  of  many 
members.  Giving  is  up  by  9.6  per¬ 
cent  in  plate  and  pledge  offering. 

It  is  tempting  to  view  1994  as 
the  year  of  the  earthquake,  but  as 
the  year  comes  to  its  conclusion, 
the  people  of  Northridge  have 
learned  something  quite  different. 
Never  judge  a  year  by  its  earth¬ 
quakes!  It  is  the  power  of  faith,  the 
persistence  of  the  human  spirit, 
the  witness  of  hope,  and  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  gratitude  that  has  shown 
itself  with  magnitude  greater  than 
6.8  on  the  Richter  scale. 

Mr.  Richardson  is  pastor  of 
Northridge  (Calif.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  His  commentary 
teas  distributed  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service. 


Bishop's  message:  Be 
active  peacemakers 


WASHINGTON — Christmas 
calls  United  Methodists  to  be  active 
peacemakers  wherever  needed,  said 
Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Council 
of  Bishops  president,  in  a  Christ¬ 
mas  message  for  the  church. 

“  ‘Peace  on  Earth,  Goodwill  to  all 
People’  has  been  the  center  of  the 
Christian  message  I 
from  the  very  be- 1 
ginning,’’  said  | 

Bishop  Hearn,  taf'i 
head  of  theT 
church’s  Houston 
Area.  “These  are 
also  the  words 
that  United  Meth-  Woodrow  Hearn 
odists  send  to  the  people  of  the 
world  for  Christmas  1994. 

“The  spirit  of  goodwill  is  a  reflec¬ 
tion  of  God’s  love  and  compassion  to 
each  person  made  known  to  us  in  Je¬ 
sus  Christ.  As  disciples  of  God’s 
Messiah,  may  United  Methodists 
seek  to  use  this  Christmas  as  a  time 
to  launch  a  new  dedication  to  be  ac¬ 
tive  peacemakers  and  agents  of  rec¬ 
onciliation  wherever  God’s  intended 
peace  and  harmony  are  broken. 

“If  there  is  ill  wiU  among  any  of  the 
people  with  whom  we  live  or  work,  let 
us  seek  to  be  persons  to  bring  healing. 


Wherever  there  are  people  without 
adequate  food  or  health  care,  let  the 
United  Methodists  respond  with 
Christian  compassion.  Wherever 
there  is  violence  between  nations, 
tribes,  ideologies,  gangs  or  individ¬ 
uals,  let  our  people  move  with  power¬ 
ful  concern  to  be  peacemakers/ 

“Christmas  is  also  a  time  of  rejoic¬ 
ing.  God  has  used  our  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  to  work  in  more  than 
100  countries,  bringing  the  good 
news  of  the  gospel,  education,  medi¬ 
cine,  food,  pure  water  and  hope.  A 
gift  given  to  our  churches  weekly 
helps  to  make  this  possible.  Let  us  re¬ 
joice  for  what  God  has  done  through 
the  United  Methodist  people. 

“Christmas  is  also  a  time  of  receiv¬ 
ing.  The  world  received  a  child  in 
Bethlehem  on  the  first  Christmas  and, 
with  that  event,  received  the  good 
news  of  God’s  love  and  salvation. 

“Let  the  United  Methodist  peo¬ 
ple  use  the  days  in  which  we  cele¬ 
brate  God’s  gift  to  us  as  a  time  to 
respond  to  God’s  love  by  living  in 
love  and  peace  with  each  other. 

‘By  this  everyone  will  know  that 
you  are  my  disciples,  if  you  have 
love  for  one  another’  (John  1 3:35).” 


I 
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Faith 

-connections 

SPIRITUAL  FORMATION:  The  tenth 

in  The  Upper  Room's  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Formation  will  begin  Jan.  30-Feb.  4  in  Burlin¬ 
game,  Calif.  The  academy  is  a  two-year,  in- 
depth  experience  in  spiritual  formation  and 
growth  for  both  clergy  and  laity.  Sixteen 
courses  will  cover  such  topics  as  “Spirituality 
of  the  New  Testament,”  “Spirituality  and 
Depth  Psychology"  and  “Bearing  Witness  to 
the  Kingdom  of  God  in  the  World.”  For 
schedule  and  costs  contact  the  Rev.  Danny  E. 
Morris,  The  Upper  Room,  P.O.  Box  189, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37202  or  call  (615)  340-7232. 

CORRECTION:  A  news  item  in  the  Dec. 

1 6  Reporter  should  have  said  that  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  ap¬ 
proved  a  loan  of  $250,000  to  United  Methodist 
Communications  for  computer  equipment  and, 
pending  further  clarification,  referred  to  the 
council’s  May  meeting  a  request  from  UM- 
Com  for  $50,000  to  research  computer-assisted 
communications. 


NEW  EDITOR:  The  Rev.  Erik  Jon  Als- 
gaard,  pastor  of  Seymour  Lake  (Mich.)  United 
Methodist  Church,  has  been  named  editor  of 
the  Michigan  Christian  Advocate,  effective  Jan. 
1 .  He  succeeds  Kay  DeMoss,  who  is  joining 
the  staffs  of  Central  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Lansing,  Mich.,  and  Blodgett  Press. 


FOOD  SHORTAGE:  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Society  of  St.  Andrew,  best  known 
for  its  Potato  Project,  has  declared  the  first 
emergency  in  the  project’s  11-year  existence. 
The  society  foresees  a  winter  when  “a  lot  of 
people  are  going  to  go  hungrier  than  they  ever 
have" — unless  the  church  steps  in,  said  the 
Rev.  Ray  Buchanan,  co-director.  A  shift  in 
federal  funds  is  expected  to  cause  food  banks 
and  soup  kitchens  to  receive  1 10  million 
pounds  of  food  less  than  last  year.  United 
Methodist  gifts  are  channeled  through  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  No.  801600-0  and  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  Meals  for  Millions. 

ZAIRE  BISHOP  DIES:  United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  Ngoy  Kimba  Wakadilo  of  the  North 
Shaba  Area  of  Zaire  died  of  a  heart  attack  Dec. 
11  at  his  home  in  Nyembo  Mpungo.  Bom  in 
1937,  he  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in 
1976.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Kasongo- 
Ngolo,  and  several  children. 

POST  FILLED:  The  Rev.  Yolanda  Pupo- 

Ortiz,  who  heads  the  Bethesda  (Md.)  Hispanic 
Mission  of  United  Methodism’s  Washington 
West  District,  has  been  named  associate  gener¬ 
al  secretary  of  the  denomination’s  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race.  A  former 
executive  with  the  same  agency,  she  succeeds 
the  Rev.  Esdras  Rodriguez-Diaz,  who  became 
director  of  overseas  personnel  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
U.S.A. 


EDUCATOR  CHOSEN:  A  Nashville 

educator  and  United  Methodist  laywoman  has 
been  named  head  of  the  Black  College  Fund 
and  Ethnic  Concerns  unit  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  Ada  Jean  Jackson,  assistant  princi¬ 
pal  of  a  local  high  school  and  a  34-year  veter¬ 
an  of  the  Nashville  metropolitan  school 
system,  will  assume  the  position  of  assistant 
general  secretary,  effective  Jan.  1,  1995. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Countless  churches  named 
after  American  'father' 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

WOLVERHAMPTON,  U.K. — This  father  and  son  emerging 
from  an  old  coal  mine  open  to  tourists  are  far  removed  from 
Francis  Asbury's  days  when  children  as  young  as  5  were  sent 
into  the  dark  mines  to  do  simple  but  dangerous  tasks  such  as 
opening  doors  for  horse-drawn  coal  carts.  Coal  mining  was  a 
family  affair,  sometimes  employing  all  the  family  males. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

WOLVERHAMPTON,  U.K.— 
He  became  known  as  “the  man  on 
horseback." 

He  rode  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
million  miles  through  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  American  colo¬ 
nies,  forming  Methodist  societies 
on  the  heels  of  frontier  settlers. 

Today  countless  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  are  named  after 
Francis  Asbury,  the  British-bom 
“father  of  American  Methodism." 

Mother  believed  in  him 

By  all  accounts,  even  before 
Francis  Asbury  was  bom  in  the 
English  Midlands  some  250  years 
ago,  his  mother  strongly  believed 
that  her  son  was  destined  to  per¬ 
form  great  things  for  God. 

It  was  a  period  of  profound  so¬ 
cial  change  and  turbulent  unrest 
in  the  early  part  of  the  Industrial 
Revolution. 

The  Wesley  brothers,  John  and 
Charles,  were  very  active  in  “the 
Black  Country,"  as  the  area  was 
known  then  because  of  its  thick 
seam  of  coal  and  the  belching 
smoke  from  coal  fires.  There,  as 
in  many  parts  of  England,  the 
brothers  formed  Methodist  soci¬ 
eties,  one  of  which  attracted  the 
young  Francis  Asbury. 

Asbury  wasn’t  well-bred  and 
Oxford-educated  like  the  Wes¬ 
leys.  He  was  the  son  of  a  garden¬ 
er  and  his  wife,  Joseph  and 
Elizabeth  Asbury,  and  lived  in  a 
17th  century  brick  workingman’s 


celebration  in  England  of  the 
250th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
Francis  Asbury. 


cottage  in  Great  Barr.  The  cot¬ 
tage  was  the  setting  for  many  re¬ 
ligious  meetings  in  Asbury’s 
youth.  And  it  was  the  only  real 
home  he  would  ever  have. 

Asbury  preached  his  first  ser¬ 
mon  a  few  miles  away  at  All 
Saints  Church,  an  Anglican 
Church,  at  age  18. 

Middle-class  church 

The  Church  of  England,  in 
which  John  and  Charles  were  or¬ 
dained,  had  become  largely  a 
church  of  aristocrats  and  their  re¬ 
tainers  such  as  Asbury’s  father  and 
the  comfortable  middle  class. 

It  was  possible  for  people  like 


the  Asburys  to  belong  to  the 
Church  of  England  and  attend 
Methodist  meetings  because  the 
term  “Methodist”  described  the 
way  people  lived  their  faith  rath¬ 
er  than  a  denomination. 

The  emerging  class  of  factory 
workers  and  coal  miners  would 
be  described  in  today's  terms  as 
“the  marginalized,  the  dispos¬ 
sessed,  the  unchurched,  the 
working  poor.” 

Children  as  young  as  5  were 
sent  into  the  dark  mines  to  do 
simple  but  dangerous  tasks  such 
as  opening  doors  for  horse-drawn 
coal  carts.  Denied  even  a  candle 
for  light  because  of  the  expense, 
the  child  would  sit  in  the  dark  for 
hours  listening  to  the  tapping  of 
hammers  and  the  rumble  and 
crash  as  a  seam  of  coal  collapsed, 
sometimes  killing  the  men  under¬ 
neath  it. 

Coal  mining  was  a  family  affair, 
sometimes  employing  all  the  fam¬ 
ily  males.  They  would  emerge  at 
the  end  of  their  shifts,  black  coal 
dust  coating  their  skin  and  cloth¬ 
ing  and  choking  their  lungs. 

It  was  to  men  like  these  and 
their  families  that  Wesley’s 
preachers  such  as  Asbury  pro¬ 
claimed  the  “good  news.”  Other 
Methodists  were  influential 
members  of  the  middle  or  upper 
classes  like  the  Earl  of  Dart¬ 
mouth  whose  Sandwell  farm  is 
open  to  visitors  today. 

Visitors  to  the  country  of  As¬ 
bury’s  birth  can  go  down  into  an 
original  coal  mine  at  the  Black 
Country  Museum  in  nearby 


Dudley  and  see  exhibits  of  how 
coal  miners  worked.  And  they 
can  see  a  recreated  village  com¬ 
plete  with  a  Methodist  chapel 
and  shops. 

At  the  village’s  edge,  canals 
which  once  carried  coal  barges  to 
market  now  carry  boatloads  of 
tourists. 

The  Black  Country  is  no  longer 
black.  Rose  gardens,  charming 


flower-decked  cottages,  story¬ 
book  villages,  castles  and  tourist 
attractions  such  as  “ghost  walks” 
abound. 

Residents  of  the  Black  Country 
have  not  forgotten  their  Method¬ 
ist  heritage.  They  are  preparing 
to  welcome  American  United 
Methodists  to  England’s  Mid¬ 
lands  in  the  Spring  and  Summer 
of  1995. 


Epworth  village  treats  Wesleys  as  old  friends 


EPWORTH,  England — An  artist's  sketch  shows  the  Old  Recto¬ 
ry,  a  large  Georgian  house,  where  numerous  Wesley  children 
were  nurtured  by  their  parents,  Susanna  and  Samuel  Wesley 
and,  more  importantly,  educated.  Susanna's  schoolroom  is  still 
there,  although  it  has  been  turned  into  a  gift  shop. 


About  a  hundred  miles  north¬ 
east,  as  the  crow  flies,  from  Fran¬ 
cis  Asbury’s  cottage  in  the  middle 
of  England  is  Epworth,  the  birth¬ 
place  of  John  Wesley  in  1703. 

Epworth  is  a  charming  village 
whose  residents  seem  to  consider 
the  Wesleys  old  family  friends, 
almost  as  if  they  were  alive  to¬ 
day.  And,  as  will  happen  in  vil¬ 
lages,  people  seem  to  have  the 
time  to  chat  with  visitors  and  rel¬ 
ish  in  telling  their  favorite  Wes¬ 
ley  family  stories. 

They  are  quick  to  point  out  the 
village  cross  (center)  where  Wesley 
preached  and  the  well-preserved 
Red  Lion  Inn  where  he  stayed. 

A  short  walk  away  is  the  Old 
Rectory,  a  large  Georgian  house, 
where  numerous  Wesley  children 
were  nurtured  by  Susanna  and 
Samuel  Wesley  and,  more  impor¬ 
tantly,  educated. 

Susanna,  by  many  accounts, 
was  a  beautiful,  brilliant  and  head¬ 
strong  woman  who  apparently 
considered  the  education  of  her 
children  and  the  care  of  their  souls 
her  most  important  responsibil¬ 
ities.  Even  the  girls  were  educat¬ 


ed — a  rarity  in  the  18th  century. 

Susanna’s  schoolroom  pro¬ 
duced,  among  others,  a  top  schol¬ 
ar  in  John,  a  world-renowned 
hymnist  in  Charles  and  a  poet  in 
Hetty. 

Visitors  to  the  rectory  can  look 
out  of  the  window  of  Samuel’s 
upstairs  study  and  see  across  the 
fields  St.  Andrew’s  Parish 
Church,  which  he  served  from 
1696-1735. 

They  can  also  visit  Susanna’s 
bedroom  where  she  tried  to 
spend  time  with  her  children  in¬ 
dividually  each  week. 

It  was  at  the  rectory  that  Su¬ 
sanna  wrote  letters  to  family 
members,  influential  friends  and 
wealthy  patrons  imploring  them 
for  help  to  defray  the  continually 
oppressive  Wesley  debts. 

This  was  particularly  the  case 
when  Samuel  was  in  debtor’s 
prison  and,  another  time,  when 
Samuel  abandoned  the  family  al¬ 
together  for  a  year. 

During  one  of  Samuel’s  ab- 
senses,  Susanna  began  holding 
the  now-famous  Sunday  evening 
meetings  in  her  kitchen  which 


quickly  became  very  popular.  Su¬ 
sanna’s  kitchen,  warmly  decorat¬ 
ed  with  18th  century  furnishings, 
is  a  favorite  with  visitors  today. 

The  stroll  to  St.  Andrew’s 
Church  is  a  tree-shaded  walk 
back  in  time. 

Built  in  the  12th  century  and 
surrounded  by  ancient  grave¬ 
stones,  the  Norman  church  is 
steeped  in  history  and  shrouded 
in  atmosphere.  But  it  is  also  a  liv¬ 
ing  church  made  comfortable 
with  Oriental  rugs,  bookcases 
filled  with  books,  fresh  flowers 
on  the  altar  and  newly  embroi¬ 
dered  paraments  worked  by  pa¬ 
rishioners’  hands  in  1992. 

And,  with  a  bit  of  luck,  the  rec¬ 
tor  may  even  place  an  antique  sil¬ 
ver  chalice  in  the  hands  of  an 
astonished  visitor.  It  is  the  cup 
from  which  John  Wesley  took  his 
first  communion  at  age  9  in  1712. 

Samuel  Wesley  was  buried  in 
the  churchyard.  And  when  John 
was  barred  from  officiating  in¬ 
side,  he  preached  from  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  tomb  outside  each  evening 
for  a  week  in  June  1 742. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si. 35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion,  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to  20 
words.  Blind  ads  S20.00  plus  S  10.80  for  the  8 
.  words  to  insert  our  contact  information.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  ad¬ 
vertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  ad- 
- vance. 

3500-MEMBER  CHURCH,  DFW  METRO, 
seeking  Director/Minister  of  Local  Mission  & 
Assimilation.  Full-time  (40  hours  +  )  with 
competitive  start  salary/benefits.  Report  di¬ 
rectly  to  Senior  Minister,  coordinate  with 
staff.  Resume  to:  Local  Mission,  FUMC,  530 
Elm  St..  Hurst,  TX  76053.  (817)  282-7384  ext. 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  AND 
Counseling  position.  First  United  Methodist 
'  Church,  Graham,  Texas,  ordained,  diaconal, 
or  lay  professional.  Parsonage  furnished.  Sala- 
jry  package  negotiable.  Education,  training  and 
experience  necessary.  Please  contact:  Dr.  Eric 
McKinney,  District  Superintendent,  Weather¬ 
ford  District,  Central  Texas  Conference,  P.O. 
Box  67,  Weatherford,  TX  76086  or  Dr.  Charles 
Rice.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  88.  Graham,  TX  76450. 

27.  Fax:  (8 1 7)  282-5867. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR/YOUTH  MINIS¬ 
TRY.  Open  January  1,  1995.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Gatesville,  Texas.  A  grow¬ 
ing  community  of  1 1,000  people  40  miles  west 
of  Waco,  Texas.  Full-time  desired,  but  will 
consider  seminary  student  or  college  student. 
Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  701,  Gatesville,  TX  76528, 
Attn:  Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee. 
Phone:(817)865-2520. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
r  Mountain  Home,  AR  is  seeking  a  person  to  fill 
ithe  position  of  Director  of  Discipleship  with 
youth  and  young  adults.  Experience  necessary. 
Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resume  to:  Pam  Ross,  SPR  Com¬ 
mittee  Chairperson,  605  W.  6th  St.,  Mountain 
Home.  AR  72653. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  WANTED  to  as¬ 
sume  responsibilities  for  well-established 
youth  program  at  a  1500-member  church  in 
Southeastern  New  Mexico.  Looking  for  an  en¬ 
ergetic,  enthusiastic  person  who  wants  to  share 
the  love  of  the  Lord  with  young  people.  Salary 
according  to  experience  and  qualifications. 
Send  resumes  to:  First  United  Methodist 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $185.  week, 
S625  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067.  627- 
9507. 

1913. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/ 
YOUTH,  1150-member  church.  Experience 
preferred.  Active  youth  program.  Education 
needs  strengthening.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to:  East  Naples  UMC,  2701  Airport 
Rd.  S..  Naples.  FL  33962. 

DIRECTOR,  BIBLE  TRANSLATION  AND 
Utilization.  The  National  Council  of  Churches 
is  now  accepting  applications  for  the  position 
of:  Director,  Bible  Translation  and  Utiliza¬ 
tion.  This  position  requires  a  strong  theologi¬ 
cal  background,  proven  administrative/ 
managerial  experience  and  promotional/public 

NEW  POSITION:  ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR 
FOR  Church  Development  and  Revitalization 
for  North  Indiana  Conference.  Resume  to  or 
position  description  from:  Dr.  Thomas  C. 
Rough,  219  S.  High  St.,  Muncie,  IN  47305  by 
February  1,  1995.  j 

relations  skills.  For  a  complete  job  description 
and  application  materials  write  to:  The  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  Office  of  Human 
Resources,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  520, 
New  York,  NY  10115.  Deadline  for  submitting 
'  materials  is  December  30,  1994. 

“DO  YOU  WANT  TO  ADOPT  A  BABY?" 
Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
residents  calf  (210)  696-7021  for  information. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FOR  2600-MEMBER 
church.  Responsible  for  comprehensive  music 
ministry.  Bachelor  of  Music  required.  Master 
of  Music  preferred.  Experience  required.  Send 
resume  to:  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  1959, 
Alma.  AR  72921. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  DOWNTOWN 
2800-member  church.  Experience  preferred. 
Send  resume  to:  Mr.  Charles  Darr,  First-Cen¬ 
tenary  UMC.  P.O.  Box  208,  Chattanooga,  TN 
37401. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/FAMILY  Minis¬ 
tries:  To  develop  youth/family  ministries  pro¬ 
gram  in  the  fastest  growing  community  in 

CALIFORNIA  PLAN  OF  CHURCH  FINANCE 
specializing  in  church  bonds,  church  notes,  and 
in  arranging  bank  loans.  Call  Chester  Reid  1-800- 
333-9893. 

ing.  Two  blocks  from  commuter  rail.  Resume 
to:  United  Methodist  Church,  9955  W.  144th 
St..  Orland  Park.  !L  60462.  or  fax  (708)  349- 
0267. 

BRECKENRIDGE.  COLORADO  CONDO. 
Two  bedroom,  two  bath.  Sleeps  6-7  comfortably. 
Pool  and  hot  tub.  Very  near  downtown.  Lovely. 
(214)497-1493. 

Mission  evangelism 
faces  expert  definition 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

What  does  The  United  Methodist 
Church  mean  by  “mission  evange¬ 
lism”  as  the  church  prepares  for  the 
2 1  st  century? 

This  question  will  be  explored 
Jan.  19-22  at  a  consulation  in  Lees¬ 
burg,  Fla.,  among  scholars  in  mis¬ 
sion,  evangelism  and  related  fields 
and  staff  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  consultation,  titled  “Toward 
a  Theology  of  Mission  and  Evange¬ 
lism  for  a  New  Century,”  won’t  be 
open  to  the  public  because  it’s  in¬ 
tended  as  an  academic  retreat,  said 
the  Rev.  S.  T.  Kimbrough,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  of  mission  evangelism 
for  the  board. 

However,  findings  from  the  consul¬ 
tation  are  expected  to  be  published  af¬ 
terward,  Dr.  Kimbrough  said. 

Practical  theology 

The  scholars’  perspectives  are  to  be 
augmented  by  responses  from  work¬ 
ing  missionaries  telling  how  they  put 
their  theology  into  practice. 

Presentations  will  include  such 
topics  as: 

■  “Evangelization,  the  Heartbeat 
of  Mission”; 

■  “Wesleyan  Models  for  Evange¬ 
lization”  and 


■  “Beyond  Church  Growth:  Gos¬ 
pel,  Cultures  and  Evangelization.” 

Each  lecture  will  be  followed  by 
three  20-minute  responses.  Partici¬ 
pants  will  consider  the  lectures  and 
responses  from  the  perspectives  of 
salvation,  the  nature  of  the  church, 
and  ecumenical  and  contextual  con¬ 
cerns,  among  others. 

Final  forum 

Participants  are  expected  to  syn¬ 
thesize  their  findings  by  means  of  a 
final  forum,  “Implications  for 
Theological  Education  and  the  Mis¬ 
sion  of  the  Church.” 

Among  participants  at  the  Janu¬ 
ary  consultation  will  be  the  Rev. 
Charles  Amjad-Ali,  director  of  the 
Christian  Study  Centre  in  Rawal¬ 
pindi,  Pakistan. 

Dr.  Amjad-Ali  is  helping  to  devel¬ 
op  another  Global  Ministries  consul¬ 
tation  that  was  requested  by  United 
Methodist  bishops  in  the  Philippines 
and  Methodist  bishops  in  Malaysia, 
Singapore  and  Indonesia. 

That  consultation,  scheduled  July 
7-17  in  Kuala  Lumpur,  Malaysia,  is 
intended  to  train  clergy  and  laity 
from  each  region  how  to  evangelize 
in  officially  Muslim  countries,  pri¬ 
marily  through  Christian  lifestyle 
and  outreach. 


$50,000  grant  funds 
regional  media  drive 

United  Methodist  News  Service 


Armed  with  an  unprecedented 
$50,000  grant,  communicators  in 
United  Methodism’s  nine-state 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  will 
launch  a  major  media  campaign 
to  create  a  strong  United  Meth¬ 
odist  identity  in  the  public  arena 
in  1995. 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
Association  of  Communicators 
recently  received  funding  for  the 
effort  from  the  region’s  adminis¬ 
trative  council.  The  grant  from 
the  council’s  Mission  Fund  is  the 
largest  ever  for  a  communica¬ 
tions  program  and  the  first  in 
many  years. 

The  multi-year  effort  includes 
short-term  and  long-range  plans 
to  raise  United  Methodist  visibil¬ 
ity  through  radio  and  television. 

Of  the  grant,  $40,000  will  be 
used  for  an  immediate  goal  of  a 
media  campaign  in  several  test 
markets  in  1995  to  demonstrate 
the  advantages  of  using  radio  and 
TV  spots  to  tell  the  Good  News. 

The  remaining  $10,000  will  be 
set  aside  to  promote  extended 
use  of  radio  and  television  in 
each  region  (annual  conference). 

Planners  expect  the  initial 


The  grant  is  the 
largest  ever  for  a 
communications 
program. 


grant  to  be  multiplied  through 
gifts  from  individuals,  annual 
conferences  and  foundations. 
Some  conference  communica¬ 
tions  groups  have  pledged  to  con¬ 
tribute  additional  funding. 

Each  of  the  15  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  jurisdiction  may  ap¬ 
ply  to  be  one  of  the  markets  and 
receive  a  portion  of  funds. 

The  spots  to  be  used  have  been 
developed  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCom)  or 
other  units  of  the  church.  The 
grant  money  will  be  used  for 
placement,  not  production. 

The  Rev.  Ken  Horn  of  Char¬ 
lotte,  N.C.,  chairman  of  the 
Southeastern  communicators’  as¬ 
sociation,  said  radio  and  TV 
spots  can  “catch  a  viewer  not  al¬ 
ready  ‘in  the  church.’  Wise  use  of 
powerful,  gospel-oriented  spots 
will  be  seen  by  the  unchurched  as 
well  as  by  the  churchgoer  at  ‘un¬ 
expected  times.’  ” 
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Church  Phone:  775-4106 
8742  Scenic  Highway 
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Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


Reverend  Roger  D.  Lathan ,  Pastor 
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“A  New  Year  —  A  New  Beginning” 

A  new  year  is  like  a  new  beginning,  its  a  new  start.  Are 
there  things  in  my  life  that  I  could  have  done  that  I 
didn’t  do?  Are  there  things  we  did  not  do  that  we  should 
have  done?  If  this  is  the  case,  a  new  year  gives  each  of  us 
a  new  beginning. 

The  poem,  “But  Once,”  published  in  The  British 
Weekly  sums  it  up  well. 

But  Once 

We  go  this  way  but  once,  O  heart  of  mine, 

So  why  not  make  the  journey  well  worthwhile, 

Giving  to  those  who  travel  on  with  us 

A  helping  hand,  a  word  of  cheer,  a  smile? 

We  go  this  way  but  once.  Ask  nevermore 
That  we  go  back  along  the  self-same  way, 

To  get  more  out  of  life,  undo  the  wrongs. 

Or  speak  love’s  words  we  knew,  but  did  not  say. 

We  go  this  way  but  once.  Then,  let  us  make 
The  road  we  travel  blossomy  and  sweet 
With  helpful,  kindly  deeds  and  tender  words, 

Smoothing  the  path  of  bruised  and  stumbling  feet. 

—  British  Weekly 

Have  A  Happy  And  Prosperous  New  Year 


Coming  Event!!!!!!!! 

Pictorial  Directory!!!!!!!!!! 

Become  a  part  of  Camphor’s  heritage.  In  conjunction  with 
Founders’  Heritage,  a  pictorial  directory  of  families  in  our  congre¬ 
gation  will  be  published.  Plan  ahead  for  your  photographing  ap¬ 
pointment.  Dates  are: 

January  18,  1995  —  3:00-9:30  p.m. 

February  24,  1995  —  3:00-9:30  p.m. 

February  25,  1995  —  10:00  a.m.-5:00  p.m. 

You  will  be  contacted  personally  for  the  date  and  time  of  your  ap¬ 
pointment. 

How  To  Get  Up  When  You  Are  Down 

Think  positively  about  your  problem,  hit  it  straight  on.  The  positive  thinker 
Attitudes  are  more  important  than  activates  things  positively  and  draws 
facts.  The  person  with  positive  faith  back  positive  results, 
looks  at  a  problem  creatively,  and  finds  You  can  think  your  way  through  any 
a  way  to  go  around,  under,  or  over  it,  or  difficulty  or  problem.  But  you  must 

think,  not  react  emotionally.  Discipline 
yourself  to  be  calm  about  your  problem. 

Develop  a  real  faith  in  God  and  in 
yourself.  Then  you  can  believe  yourself 
right  through  your  problem.  “If  thou 
canst  believe,  all  things  are  possible” 
(Mark  9:23).  Strengthen  your  faith  with 
the  powerful  concepts  of  the  Bible. 
Practice  the  presence  of  God. 

Stop  thinking  “IF.”  Next  time  trouble 
strikes  you,  avoid  the  word  if.  Focus  on 
the  dynamic  word  how.  Don’t  run  away 
from  your  problem.  Face  it.  Then  fight 
it  out. 

Learn  know-how  from  your  problems. 
Look  at  every  problem  as  containing 
some  amazing  value  for  you.  When  one 
door  shuts?  God  may  be  guiding  you  to 
another  door  with  new  opportunities. 

When  God  made  you.  He  made  you 
great.  Affirm  and  believe:  “I  am  bigger 
than  any  problem.  I  can  overcome  any 
problem.” 

Cut  your  problem  down  to  size.  Take  it 
apart,  break  it  into  its  components. 
Then  chisel  off  the  easiest  part  and  dis¬ 
pose  of  that.  Continue  until  each  part  of 
the  problem  is  solved. 

Every  problem  contains  the  seeds  of 
its  own  solution.  Believe  this,  erase  all 
doubts,  never  give  up  trying.  Keep  on 
believing,  thinking,  praying.  You  can 
overcome  any  problem. 

NORMAN  VINCENT  PEALE 


First  Sunday 
After  Christmas 


I  Samuel  2:18-20  and  26,  Luke  2:41-52 

During  the  time  of  Advent,  we  prepared  for  the  birth  of  the  Christ  Child.  Our 
scripture  lessons  for  this  week  are  also  about  preparation  —  the  preparation  of 
ministry. 

Our  readings  begin  with  young  Samuel  in  the  temple.  Even  as  a  child,  Samuel 
“was  ministering  before  the  Lord  . . .  girded  with  a  linen  ephod.”  Samuel  was  learn¬ 
ing  by  doing,  practicing  and  gaining  experience.  We  can  imagine  him  spending 
hours  testing  ideas  on  elderly  Eli.  And,  yes,  he  likely  complained  about  the  monot¬ 
ony  of  some  of  his  tasks:  “Eli,  it  is  so  boring  when  I  have  to  ...  ”  Though  some¬ 
times  monotonous,  preparation  has  a  purpose  which  we  will  see  later. 

When  Samuel  was  called,  he  was  prepared  to  preach  God’s  word  to  the  nation. 
“And  the  Lord  was  with  him  and  let  none  of  his  words  fall  to  the  ground.”  (I  Samu¬ 
el  3:1)  And  the  word  went  to  Shiloh  and  to  all  of  Israel. 

There  is  a  similar  story  in  the  New  Testament  reading.  As  a  young  boy,  Jesus  ac¬ 
companied  his  parents  to  the  temple  for  the  annual  feast  of  the  Passover.  On  the  re¬ 
turn  home,  Jesus  was  discovered  missing.  After  three  days  of  frantic  searching, 
Mary  and  Joseph  found  him  in  the  temple  “sitting  among  the  teachers,  listening  to 
them  and  asking  them  questions  ...”  Like  Samuel  before  him,  Jesus  was  testing 
ideas  and  learning  the  things  that  would  prepare  him  for  the  challenges  to  come. 

And  when  his  call  came,  Jesus  was  prepared.  His  first  public  recognition  came  on 
the  Sabbath  when  he  read  from  the  book  of  Isaiah.  He  declared  that  he  had  come  to 
“preach  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord.”  (Luke  4: 19)  The  word  of  the  Lord  would 
again  be  preached  to  Shiloh,  to  all  of  Israel  and  beyond. 

Like  Samuel  and  Jesus,  we  must  prepare  for  the  challenges  to  come.  The  chal¬ 
lenge  for  us  is  to  discern  our  call  in  light  of  our  preparation. 

How  are  we  equipped  to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord  in  our  time? 

Oftentimes,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  that  every  one  of  us  has  a  place  in  God’s 
rule.  Most  of  us  will  not  hear  a  voice  as  did  Samuel  or  Jesus.  Nonetheless,  we  are 
called  to  participate  in  God’s  kingdom  in  both  action  and  word. 


Count  Your  Calories 


Tune:  Count 

When  upon  your  scales  you're 
weighing  every  ounce, 

When  you’re  stepping  off  and  feel  your 
belly  bounce, 

Count  your  many  calories,  name  them 
one  by  one, 

And  it  will  surprise  you  what  your 
food  has  done. 


Your  Blessings 

So  amid  the  dress  shop  as  you  try  on 
clothes, 

Polyester  stretches  everybody  knows. 

Searching  in  your  closet,  garments 
hanging  there. 

All  those  pretty  dresses  that  you  used 
to  wear. 


Count  your  calories,  don’t  forget  a  one, 

Donuts,  cakes  and  cookies  seemed  like 
lots  of  fun. 

Count  your  french  fries  . . .  Did  you 
eat  a  ton? 

Count  your  many  calories,  see  what 
food  has  done. 

When  you  think  of  others  who  are  lean 
and  slim, 

Does  your  heart  grow  heavy  as  you 
think  of  them? 

Count  your  Mr.  Goodbars,  every  single 
bite, 

And  you’ll  know  the  reason  that  your 
clothes  fit  tight. 


Count  your  blouses.  How  your 
wardrobe  grows. 

Count  the  dollars  spent  on  queen  size 
hose. 

Was  it  chocolates?  Was  it  jelly  beans? 

Count  the  many  reasons  you  can’t 
wear  your  jeans. 

Are  you  ever  burdened  with  a  load  of 
guilt? 

Looking  at  the  body  that  your  food  has 
built? 

Scrounging  in  the  kitchen,  see  the 
goods  you  chose. 

And  you’ll  know  the  reason  you  can’t 
see  your  toes. 


Count  your  Hersheys,  count  them 
every  one. 

Extra  cheese  and  chili  on  your  hot  dog 
bun. 

Count  your  Snickers,  Don’t  forget  the 
Mars. 

Count  your  Milky  Ways  and  other 
candy  bars. 


Count  your  calories,  praying  as  you 
eat. 

Vegetables  and  milk  and  lots  of  lean 
fresh  meat. 

Count  your  calories,  you’ll  start  feeling 
great, 

Keep  on  counting  calories,  you’ll  start 
losing  weight!  VelmaHay„es 


Membership  Report  1994 


Infants  Baptized 

Victoria  A.  Broussard 
Layla  L.  Clark 
Jade  Nicole  Chappell 
Jackson  Hannibal  DeLoach 


Full  Membership 

Walter  D.  Cooke 
Charlene  J.  Jones 
Amy  Lewis 
Rochelle  Williams 
Shynedra  C.  Douglas 
Etopia  T.  Emery 
Judy  Gage 

Joseph  L.  Henderson 
Gwendolyn  S.  Herson 
Evangeline  Ordone 
William  Ordone 
E.  McNealy  White 
Jennifer  Williams 


Renew  Membership 

Mavis  L.  Durr 

Confession  Of  Faith 
(Confirmation  Class) 

Rahim  Ingram 
William  Laws 
Kimberly  Lewis 
Robyn  Selders 
Dedrick  Shelmire 
Katrina  Spottsville 
Claire  Williams 
Evan  Williams 
Robin  Williams 

Removed  By  Death 

Alvin  Eames  Edith  W.  Langston 

Sherman  Flanders  Arnv  I  pwi c 

Olevia  G.  Harris  Wilbert  Sams 

Willie  Harris  Sr.  Camille  S.  Shade 

Rosa  P.  Hayes  Carrie  A.  Ventress 

Pearl  B.  Ingram  Calena  Davis 


Sunday  At  Camphor 

Happy  New  Year! 

9:30  a.m. 

Sunday  School  for  all  ages 

10:55  a.m. 

Worship  Service 

New  Year’s  Day 

Sermon:  Rev.  Roger  D.  Lathan 

Color:  White 

Acolytes: 

Dedrick  Shelmire  —  Robert  Selders 

Greeters: 

Coleene  Ennis  —  Darlene  Godfrey 

Music: 

Combined  Choir  —  Jannie  M.  Cox. 

Directress 

Ushers: 

Senior  Ushers 

Greeters  Next  Sunday: 

Mary  Emerson 

Blanche  Felder 

Camphor’s  Disciple  Class 


"If  you  make  my  word  your  home 
You  will  indeed  be  my  disciple.  ” 

John  8:11 

The  title  Disciple  includes  both  iden¬ 
tity  and  purpose.  The  disciple  is  a  learn¬ 
er,  follower,  proclaimer.  In  the  Bible, 
the  word  disciple  is  connected  with  in¬ 
struction  and  training. 

Underlying  the  development  of  Disci¬ 
ple  is  the  assumption  that  people  are 
hungry  for  the  word  of  God,  for  fellow¬ 
ship  in  prayer  and  study  and  for  a  sense 
of  appropriate  ministry  as  baptized,  be¬ 
lieving,  committed  Christians.  There¬ 
fore,  the  purpose  of  Disciple  is  to 
develop  strong  Christian  leaders, 
through  regular  in-depth  study  of  Scrip¬ 
ture.  Disciple  making  and  Christian 
nurturing  are  goals.  Some  people  will 
become  teachers  of  Disciple;  all  persons 
in  the  study  will  be  guided  into  servant- 
hood  and  ministry.  Participants  will  be¬ 
come  better  Sunday  school  teachers, 
better  parents,  better  youth  and  adult 
choir  members,  better  officers  in  the 
church,  better  youth  fellowship  mem¬ 
bers,  because  their  ministry  will  be  in¬ 
spired  as  well  as  informed. 

What  results  are  hoped  for  the  pro¬ 
gram?  Biblically  nourished  persons 
committed  to  live  as  disciples. 

Camphor  launched  its  first  Disciple 
Bible  Class  during  1994.  Twelve  per¬ 
sons  were  invited  to  take  part  in  this 
study  to  see  themselves  trained  as  lead¬ 
ers.  During  this  study  period  of  34 
weeks,  the  participants  moved  through 
the  biblical  story  from  Creation  to  the 
New  Jerusalem.  The  titles  of  the  ses¬ 
sions  along  with  the  theme  verses  and 
major  persons,  events  and  topics  fixed 
the  sequence  of  the  biblical  story  in  the 
minds  of  all  12  participants. 

The  principal  scripture  for  each  ses¬ 
sion  followed  the  chronological  move¬ 
ment  of  the  biblical  story. 

Old  Testament 

1 .  Introduction 

2.  The  Creating  God 

3.  The  Rebel  People 

4.  The  Called  People 

5.  God  Hears  the  Cry 

6.  God  Sends  the  Law 

7.  When  God  Draws  Near 

8.  The  People  Without  a  King 

9.  The  People  With  a  King 

10.  God  Warns  the  People 

1 1 .  God  Punishes  the  People 

1 2.  God  Restores  the  People 

1 3.  Songs  of  the  Heart 

14.  The  Righteous  Are  Like  A  Tree 

1 5.  When  Trouble  Comes 

1 6.  People  Hope  for  a  Savior 

17.  The  Time  of  Transition 

New  Testament 

18.  Radical  Disciple 

1 9.  Mountain  Controversy 

20.  The  Hidden  Messiah 

2 1 .  God  Seeks  the  Least,  Lost,  Last 

22.  Lifegiver 

23.  Counselor 


24.  The  Explosive  Power  of  the  Spirit 

25.  The  Gospel  Penetrates  the  World 

26.  Put  Right  With  God  Through 
Faith 

27.  A  Congregation  in  Ferment 

28.  The  Son  Shall  Set  Us  Free 

29.  A  Pastor  Gives  Guidance 

30.  Our  Great  High  Priest 

3 1 .  A  People  Set  Apart 

32.  We  Never  Lose  Hope 

33.  Gifts  and  Graces  of  Each  Disciple 

34.  The  Last  Supper 

The  above  topics  and  themes  consti¬ 
tuted  our  first  intensive  Bible  study  at 
Camphor  known  as  the  First  Disciple 
Class  of  1994. 


First  Twelve  Disciples 
Of  Camphor  Memorial 


Standing  1.  to  r.:  Rev.  Roger  D.  Lathan, 
pastor,  Elnora  Cole,  Hallique 
Dawson,  Willie  Mae  Williams,  Elsie 
Cyrus,  Mabel  Rowley,  Pearl 
Pittman,  Walter  Pittman,  Jr.,  and 
Nathan  Smith,  Vision  2000 
Chairperson 

Sitting  1.  to  r.:  Helen  Morrison,  Bible 
teacher,  Hattie  Melancon,  Wanda 
Morgan,  and  Robert  Mathews,  Bible 
teacher. 

Not  Shown:  Esau  Wright,  Vivan  Mims 
and  Mary  Kay. 


Nathan  Smith,  Vision  2000  Chairper¬ 
son,  Robert  Mathews,  Bible  teacher, 
Helen  Morrison,  Bible  teacher  and  De¬ 
drick  Shelmire,  altar  boy. 


Disciples'  Graduation  Day 


First  Row:  Esau  Wright,  Wanda 
Morgan,  Elnora  Cole,  Mable 
Rowley,  Pearl  Pittman,  Walter 
Pittman,  Robert  Mathews 
Second  Row:  Willie  Mae  Williams, 
Elsie  Cyrus,  Hallique  Dawson,  Mary 
Kay,  Vivian  Mims,  Helen  Morrison. 
Not  Shown:  Hattie  Melancon 


Support  Our  Ach 

ertisers  —  Many  Are  Members  —  All  Are  Friends 

For  your  clothing  needs 

Shop  at  North  Baton  Rouge 
Wholesale  Retail 

Clothing  Outlet,  Inc. 

Specializing  in  clothing  2(71’ 1 

and  accessories 

7762  Plank  Road  T  i 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  1/ 

Phone:  355-2913  If,  1 

"We  sell  the  best  for  less” 

President  Vice-President 

Elsie  J.  Cyrus  William  D.  Cyrus 

Senior  Citizen  Discounts 

Discover,  Master  Card,  Visa,  American 

1  Express  Accepted 

“Shop  The  Store  That  Wants  To  See 

Scotlandville  Grow” 

Fill  In  Grocery 

1049  Swan  Ave.,  Ph.  774-6065 
(Just  Off  Sou.,  Univ.  Campus) 

William  Jones/Owner 

PSALMS  118:19 

Open  to  me  the  gates  of  righteousness:  I 
will  go  into  them,  and  I  will  praise  the  Lord: 
Senior  Usher  Board  of  Camphor 

Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 

Mrs.  Lou  A.  Mathews  —  President 

Mrs.  Mae  Frances  Wade  —  Vice  President 

•  •pi  m  ENGINEERING  CONSULTANTS 

m  ENGINEERS -PLANNERS 

2728  Wooddale  Blvd..  Suite  D 

Baton  Rouge.  Louisiana  70805 
(504)  927-7240 

CIVIL  ENGINEERING 
MECHANICAL  ENGINEERING  PLANNING 
PRESS  L.  ROBINSON,  Ph  D.  Vice-President 

Simms’  Discount 

8418  Scotland  Avenue 
775-3033 

"Shop  With  Us,  Where  Your 

Dollar  Gets  More  " 

Specializing  in  low  prices  and 
offering  US  Postal  Services 

“Serving  Baton  Rouge  Since  1932" 

J  i  Dignified  Personalized  Service 

Scott’s  Sluff  lUortirians 

775-3440 

WE  HONOR 

8546  Scenic  Hwy.  BURIAL  POLICIES 

or  775-3932  Featuring  Learning  for 

Coleene' •  Pre-»chool  Children 

Clild,C“  r  ,  ,  *0,1  S«nic  Hwy 

Cr  Le.irmng  Ce  nter  Baton  Rouge.  LA  70807 

Wt  ft  Muiic*  Language  Am  -Craft*.  Math* 

Rhythmic*  •  Dramatic  Play  and  a 

TAqjVfc  new  incentive •  Foreign  Language 

t  wi  v®  "Kids  are  People,  too!" 

Every  man  according  as  he  purpo- 

seth  in  his  heart,  so  let  him  give,  not 
grudgingly,  or  of  necessity  for  God  lo- 
veth  a  cheerful  giver.  II  Chronicles  9:7 

The  Work  Area  in  Missions 

Mrs.  Hattie  W.  Melancon 

(504)  355-4302  (B)  Mondays-Fridays 

356-6005  (H)  6  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Evans  Day  Care  Center 

State  Licensed  Facility 

Rita  C.  Johnson  !637-75th  Ave. 

Owner  Baton  Rouge.  La.  70807 

Community  Day  Care 

Center  Of  Scotlandville 

2315  Harding  Boulevard  Phone  504-774-7124 

Mrs.  Juanita  Bates  Acting  Director 

Day  Care  Services  Provided  For  Children 
Ranging  in  Ages  14  Months  to  5  Yean 

COMPLIMENTS 

of 

UNITED  METHODIST 

MEN 

Read  your  Bible  daily 

Mt  TaxSewicca 

Electronic  Filing  Available 
"Courteous  •  Competent  •  Professional" 
AARON  ASBERRY 

6233  Harry  Dr.  Ph  (504)  929-6562 

Baton  Rouge.  LA  70806  Ph  (504)  929-6561 

Res.  (504)  654-9392  Bus.  (504)  774-9910 

A  &  R  Tax  Service 

Electronic  Filing  and  Rapid  Refunds 
(Service  Available  Year  Round) 

By  Appointment 

AUDREY  PALMER  8674  Scotland  Ave. 

Consultant  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70807 

I  can  do  all  things  in 
him  who  strengthens  me. 
Philippians  4:13 

KARL  AND  RHEA  WILSON 

RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL 

Thom's  Heating  &  Air  Conditioning 
775-3049 

0  lj  ‘“Weather  Service  Is  Our  Business" 

v  Licensed  &  Bonded 

V  ^  Sales  &  Service  &  Installations 

THOMAS  J.  HUTCHERSON/Contractor 

Wig  Salon 

At  Delmont  Village  S/C 

Large  selections  of  wigs 
weaving  hair  and  hats 

357-8088 

Sab-Division  Development  Licensed  &  Bonded 

realty  co. 

ky  DIANNE  J.  SHELMIRE, 

KATHRYN  G.  MANADIER,  OWNER/AGENT 

1^^0925  — Offiee  358-0496  8545  Scenic  Hwy. 

775-0702  —  Home  Baton  Rouge.  LA  70807 

Wayne  Perrilloux  (504)  775-3334  (W) 

Owner  (504)  383-1697  (H) 

THE 

PRINTING  SOURCE 

Offset  &  Screen  Priming  j 

8537  SCENIC  HWY.  •  BATON  ROUGE.  LA  70807 
''Formerly  Fraternal  Press" 

CHAPMAN  &  REESE 

A  Professional  Corporation 
Attorneys  And  Counselors  At  Law 

2777  Stemmons  Freeway 

Stemmons  Place  —  Suite  1200 

Dallas,  Texas  75207  214-638-3600 

504-775-4325  LMPAR822 

HILLARD  PLUMBING  CO. 
SPECIALIZING  IN  ALL  TYPES 

OF  PLUMBING  &  REPAIRS 

PAUL  (DAVID)  HILLARD  13481  LINCOLN  DR. 
MASTER  PLUMBER  BATON  ROUGE,  LA 

70807 

LIBERTY  CLEANERS 

647  North  38th  St. 

Dry  Cleaning  & 

Leather  Cleaning 

WE  WORK  ON  SATURDAYS 
Phone  336-9222 

Southern  Teachers  And  Parents 
Federal  Credit  Union 

Post  Office  Box  9810 

Baton  Rouge.  Louisiana  70813 

Office  Hours:  « 

9:00  a  m. -4:30  p.m  —  Monday- Friday 

SHARE  DRAFT  (CHECKING)  ACCOUNTS 
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Christian  witness, 
unity  two  halves 
of  one  mandate 


In  case  you  hadn’t  noticed  it 
on  Christmas  Day,  good  gifts  can 
indeed  come  in  small  packages. 

One  is  an  ice-breaking  five- 
page  statement  adopted  by  the 
National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
The  statement  challenges  Chris¬ 
tians  to  work  together  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  Gospel  and  to  link  two 
oil-divided  parts  of  the  biblical 
mandate:  Witness  to  the  world 
and  the  quest  for  Christian  unity. 

Titled  "A  Call  to  Dialogue  and 
Action  in  Evangelism:  Jesus 
Christ  and  God’s  Reign,”  the 
statement  makes  a  sound  theo¬ 
logical  case  for  placing  proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  Good  News  at  the 
heart  of  the  church’s  mission. 

But  it  goes  a  step  farther  than 
many  such  statements  by  pointing 
out  what  supporters  and  critics  of 
ecumenism  alike  often  forget: 

“The  ecumenical  movement  be¬ 
gan  in  the  mission  field.  Potential 
converts,  seeing  divisions  among 
us,  asked,  ‘How  can  Christ  be  one 
when  you  are  divided?'  ” 

We  fully  agree  with  the  NCC’s 
response:  "The  world  needs  a 
common  witness  to  Christ.  . . . 
(Ecumenism]  and  evangelism 
must  be  inseparable.” 

Unfortunately,  the  trend 
throughout  much  of  the  20th 
century  has  been  otherwise.  Far 
from  treating  each  other  as  “in¬ 
separable,”  advocates  for  one 
emphasis  or  the  other  often  have 
treated  each  other  with  suspicion 
and  even  scorn. 


Editorial 


It’s  likely  that  the  two  extremes 
are  rarely  so  far  apart  in  practice 
as  their  public  images  have  made 
them  appear.  The  latter  often  are 
the  creation  of  oversimplified  de¬ 
pictions  in  the  media. 

Nevertheless,  enough  truth  re¬ 
sides  in  the  images  to  make  the 
NCC’s  recent  statement  a  welcome 
witness  to  a  vital  coherence  at  the 
heart  of  Christian  faith  and  life. 
Anything  less  than  such  coherence, 
particularly  the  inescapable  link 
between  witness  and  unity,  is 
something  less  than  Christian. 

We’re  pleased,  furthermore, 
that  the  NCC’s  “gift”  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  world  arrived  in  time  for  the 
1995  “Week  of  Prayer  for  Chris¬ 
tian  Unity"  Jan.  18-25.  It  would 
make  a  fitting  document  for  inter- 
church  study  and  dialogue  across 
denominational  lines  during  this 
annual  observance. 

The  document  also  implies  a 
basic  test  for  more  accurately  eval¬ 
uating  ongoing  activities  of  the 
church  at  all  levels.  Specifically,  if 
what  we  do  in  Jesus’  name  does 
not  point  toward  deeper  relation¬ 
ships  both  with  God  and  with 
others,  we  should  question  its 
fundamental  soundness. 

(Copies  of  "A  Call  to  Dialogue 
and  Action  in  Evangelism"  may  be 
obtained  by  calling  the  NCC  at 
212-870-2200). 


Welfare  reform:  A  test  church  may  fail? 


A  greater  test  than  this  past  year’s 
furor  over  “biblical  wisdom”  (see 
UMR ,  Nov.  18)  is  rapidly  ap¬ 
proaching  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  It’s  a  test  that  we  could  eas¬ 
ily  fail. 

All  indications  are  that  the  coun¬ 
try  is  about  to  face  a  crisis  as  grave 
as  the  civil  rights  struggle  that  start¬ 
ed  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  39  years 
ago.  There  is  a  great  danger  that,  as 
the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  have 
already  warned,  the  necessary  re¬ 
form  of  “welfare  as  we  know  it”  will 
turn  into  a  mean-spirited,  punitive 
war  on  some  of  the  most  vulnerable 
categories  of  our  people. 

This  attack  is  based  on  grossly  er¬ 
roneous  ideas  of  who  is  on  welfare 
and  why;  on  exaggerated  ideas  of 
how  much  welfare  costs;  and  on  a 
failure  to  recognize  the  disastrous 
impact  of  the  steady  disappearance 
of  jobs  for  less  skilled,  less  educated 
workers  both  white  and  black. 

The  danger  is  all  the  greater  be¬ 
cause  of  the  frustration  felt  by  the 
large  proportion  of  people  who,  for 
the  past  12  to  15  years  have  found 
their  own  real  income  and  benefits 
diminishing,  their  job-security 
threatened  and  the  prospects  for 
their  children  bleak. 

Given  the  strength  of  the  biblical 
mandate — from  Amos  to  Psalm  72, 
to  Jesus  himself — to  defend  the 
cause  of  the  poor  and  vulnerable, 
this  should  be  an  issue  where  the 
disciples  of  Christ,  whatever  their 
denomination  or  theological  ten¬ 
dency,  will  be  able  to  unite. 

Brian  Rice  McCarthy 
Madison,  Wisconsin 

Words  that  'connect' 

Regarding  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries’  study  of  connectional  is¬ 
sues  (see  UMR,  Nov.  25),  we  need 
words  that  help  us  connect. 

For  instance,  the  words  most  uni- 


BREAD  FOR  THE  WORLD  PHOTO 

One  in  five  children  lives  in  poverty  in  the  United  States  while  another  11  million  go  hungry  or  suffer 
malnutrition,  reports  Bread  for  the  World,  a  church-supported  hunger  program.  A  reader  contends 
that  Christians  must  become  advocates  for  these  and  other  vulnerable  people  in  the  coming  welfare  re¬ 
form  effort  (see  related  letter  at  left). 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

versally  remembered  at  ordination 
are  “word,  sacrament  and  order.” 
For  members  joining  a  local  church 
the  most  remembered  words  are 
"by  our  prayers,  our  presence,  our 
gifts,  and  our  service.” 

When  the  GCOM  lists  as  a 
"theme”  that  “The  mission  of  the 
local  church  is  reaching  out  to  new 


generational  groups,  and  respond¬ 
ing  to  crisis,  poverty  and  social  ills” 
these  words  fail  to  “connect.” 

I  suggest  boards  and  agencies 
would  really  show  they  are  connect¬ 
ed  to  and  understand  the  local 
church  if  we  would  all  share  the 
same  words.  That  may  help  us  real¬ 
ly  be  inclusive. 

Tom  Heslop 

Santa  Paula,  California 

I  can't  believe  it 

I  can’t  believe  that  your  highest 


He  begged  for  money;  she  took  him  to  church 


By  UN  IENNEWE1N 

I'd  like  to  share  a  witness  that 
was  not  mine,  but  my  friend  Syl¬ 
via’s.  She  told  this  to  me  so  casually 
it’s  amazing  she  even  remembered 
it  at  all. 

One  moming,  Sylvia  set  out  on 
foot  for  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  downtown  Denver.  Syl¬ 
via  lives  in  the  heart  of  downtown 
Denver  on  the  top  floor  of  one  of 
the  lovely  newer  apartment  build¬ 
ings  gracing  the  skyline.  She  can  at- 

BEYOND  BELIEF 


tend  the  theater,  shop  at  the  finest 
stores  and  eat  at  the  funkiest  and 
fanciest  restaurants  just  by  walking 
a  few  blocks. 

However,  she  also  must  contend 
with  ever-increasing  numbers  of 
street  people:  People  living  in  boxes 
and  over  street  grates;  people  pan¬ 
handling;  people  who  are  desperate 
for  money. 

On  this  particular  moming  as  she 
was  briskly  walking  along,  a  fairly 
disheveled  man  approached  her  and 
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asked  her  for  a  quarter  for  bus  fare. 

She  tossed  her  head  at  him  and 
over  her  shoulder  threw  him  an  in¬ 
vitation  instead: 

“I’m  on  my  way  to  church — want 
to  come?” 

(“Sylvia,  you  didn't,”  I  gasped,  as 
she  told  me  this.) 

She  walked  a  little  faster,  only  to 
realize  that  there  were  footsteps  be¬ 
hind  her  and  he  caught  up  with  her. 
He  began  to  walk  with  her  and  said, 
“Are  you  really  going  to  church  and 


did  you  mean  it  when  you  said  I 
could  go  with  you?” 

“Yes,”  she  said,  “of  course  you 
can.” 

So  the  finely  dressed  Sylvia  and 
the  shabbily  dressed  man  proceeded 
to  church.  He  told  her  he  was  a 
painter  and  a  song  writer  (“And  I’m 
the  ambassador  to  China,”  she  told 
me  she  thought  at  the  time). 

He  continued  to  chat  away  as 
they  walked.  She  just  listened. 

Inside  the  narthex.  they  parted. 
She  needed  to  go  to  the  fellowship 
hall  so  she  gave  him  directions  to 
the  sanctuary  and  balcony.  She 
thought  she’d  never  see  him  again. 

After  the  service,  he  found  her 
again  and  she  invited  him  for  coffee 
fellowship.  He  was  enthused  about 
what  he  had  heard. 

He  said  that  he  had  never  heard 
the  stories  of  Jesus  and  was  im¬ 
pressed  with  people  having  the  faith 
to  leave  a  boat  and  walk  into  the 
water  in  order  to  be  with  Jesus. 

He  said  he  had  never  written  any 
songs  about  faith  and  Jesus,  but  he 
was  going  to  try  to  do  that  now.  He 
was  truly  inspired.  They  visited  a 


My  Witness 
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The  Rev.  Lin 
Jennewein  of 
Rapid  City ,  South 
Dakota,  is  a  clergy 
member  of  the 
Dakotas  Annual 
Conference 
currently  on  study 
leave. 


Church  ties  give  spiritual  home  in  a  new  place 


I  assure  you  United  Methodist 
congregations  ARE  linked  together. 

Moving  from  Lincoln,  Neb.,  to 
Dallas  to  assume  new  duties  as  an 
associate  editor  of  the  Reporter  was 
an  exasperating  experience.  I  had 
forgotten  how  trying  it  can  be  to 
move  from  one  state  to  another. 

“Uprooted”  is  putting  it  mildly. 
“Yanked  out”  would  better  de¬ 
scribe  all  the  emotions  in  such  a 
move. 

Numerous  times  I  asked:  “Why 
are  you  doing  this  to  yourself?” 

Selling  a  house,  buying  a  house. 
Leaving  family  behind  for  the  first 
month.  A  steep  newcomer’s  learning 
curve.  Unfamiliar  terrain,  different 


Faithfully  yours 


The  Rev.  Daniel  R. 
Cangler  is  an 
Associate  Editor  of 
the  Reporter. 


cultures,  different  laws,  different  dif¬ 
ferences.  All  of  these  seemed  trau¬ 
matic  and  at  times  quite  lonely,  even 


though  my  new  colleagues  were  sup¬ 
portive  and  encouraging. 

Through  it  all,  my  saving  grace 
was  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Alone  I  moved  into  our  new  family 
home  in  suburban  Grand  Prairie, 
Texas.  The  next  Sunday  I  walked 
into  neighborhood  Trailwood  United 
Methodist  Church,  sat  down  to  wor¬ 
ship  and  took  The  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  from  the  rack  before  me. 

As  I  turned  to  the  first  hymn,  1  felt 
at  home  as  something  familiar  was 
back  into  my  hands.  The  songs,  pass¬ 
ing  of  the  peace,  reading  of  Scriptures, 
prayers.  Our  Lord’s  Prayer  and  ser¬ 
mon  were  comforting. 
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Fortunately,  Trailwood  fit  my  spiri¬ 
tual  needs  from  the  start. 

When  the  rest  of  the  family  arrived, 
we  all  seemed  to  fit  into  our  new 
church  home  with  its  familiar  activi¬ 
ties  of  Sunday  school.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women,  United  Methodist 
Men,  youth  fellowship  and  commit¬ 
tees.  It  wouldn’t  be  United  Methodist 
without  committees. 

From  the  first  Sunday  and  the  wel¬ 
coming  cake  delivered  by  a  caring 
church  member,  we  felt  at  home,  at 
ease  and  re-connected. 

Not  everything  is  perfect,  but  most 
things  seem  to  be  whole,  as  this  con¬ 
gregation  takes  its  connection  to  The 
United  Methodist  Church  seriously. 
Its  members’  willingness  to  include 
others  has  given  our  family  the  nur¬ 
ture  we’ve  needed  during  our  new 
start. 

God  was  not  only  with  us  in  this 
move.  God  went  before  us. 

We  are  grateful  to  our  new  congre¬ 
gation  and  to  those  who  had  the  fore¬ 
sight  to  build  a  new  church  in  an  open 
suburban  field  years  ago. 

We’re  grateful,  too,  that  as  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  we  can  feel  at  home, 
even  when  a  place  doesn’t  yet  feel 
like  home. 

_ DANIEL  R.  CANGLER 


while  and  then  he  said  that  he  need¬ 
ed  to  leave.  She  gave  him  $1  to 
catch  his  bus  and  wished  him  luck. 

1  sat  amazed! 

“What  am  I  doing  preaching  the 
Gospel  when  you  are  acting  out  the 
very  crux  of  the  Gospel  message?”  I 
told  her.  “You’ve  got  it  and  you  did 
it!” 

1  sat  with  tears  in  my  eyes  and  she 
sat  rather  dumbfounded.  It  was  no 
big  deal  to  her — just  a  spur-of-the- 
moment  decision  that  worked. 

Jesus  said:  Go  into  the  highways 
and  the  byways  and  invite  the  poor, 
the  lame  and  the  blind.  Insist  that 
they  come  so  that  God’s  house  may 
be  filled.  Forget  about  their  social 
status,  their  clothes,  their  re¬ 
sources — just  invite  them. 

If  we  can  just  learn  to  do  that,  we 
can  assume  that  Jesus  will  take  it 
from  there! 


praise  for  our  new  breed  of  bishops 
is  that  they  are  “multicultural,  gen¬ 
der-inclusive,  media-savvy,”  and 
“collegial  in  working  style”  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  18). 

If  that  is  the  most  we  can  hope  for 
in  leadership  for  the  21st  century, 
then  our  denomination  will  surely 
continue  to  decline. 

Karen  Booth 
Long  Neck,  Delaware 

Significant  articles 

The  Nov.  25  issue  of  the  Reporter 
had  two  especially  significant  articles: 

1)  Daniel  R.  Gangler’s  story  on  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  sur¬ 
vey  showed  our  frequent  misuse  of 
data.  Most  of  the  opposites  listed 
were  saying  we  want  more  efficiency. 

2)  Denise  Johnson  Stovall's  re- 

port  on  our  amazing  work  in  Bosnia 
through  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  is  a  thrilling  account 
of  the  gospel  in  action  in  1994.  May 
God  grant  that  this  and  like  projects 
flourish! 

Robert  W.  Schumm 
St.  Charles,  Illinois 

I  won't  forgive  her! 

Your  editorial  of  Nov.  18  urged 
United  Methodists  to  forgive  Susan 
Smith  for  killing  her  two  sons.  That 
seems  a  bit  weird  and  preposterous 
considering  the  facts  in  the  case. 

She  lied  repeatedly,  blubbered 
and  cried  on  national  TV  and  de¬ 
nied  any  wrongdoing  on  her  part. 
She  was  in  serious  debt,  her  love  life 
was  falling  apart.  She  put  herself  be¬ 
fore  her  boys.  Her  life  is  ruined! 

As  a  father  of  three  and  a  grand¬ 
father  of  four,  I’ve  decided  that 
she’ll  have  to  get  her  forgiveness 
from  God.  It’s  not  my  duty  to  for¬ 
give  her! 

Ira  Pylant 

Memphis,  Tennessee 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor, "  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266-0275,  fax  letters  to 
214-630-0079 ,  or  transmit  on 
EcuNet  to  mailbox  UMR. 


Youths  Against  Alcohol  Use 
Essay  Contest 

PURPOSE:  To  offer  United  Methodist  students  in  grades  7-9  and  grades  10- 12  an 
opportunity  to  share  their  Christian  witness  on  the  benefits  of  abstinence  from 
alcohol. 

TOPIC:  Grades  7-9:  “Who  Is  Hurt  When  People  Use  Alcohol?”;  Grades  10- 
12:  “I  Choose  to  Grow  Up  Alcohol-Free.” 

LENGTH:  Grades  7-9,  350  to  450  words;  Grades  10-12.  500  to  750  words. 
CONTENT:  Each  essay  must  adhere  to  the  assigned  topic.  Reference  material 
should  be  listed  at  the  end  of  the  essay.  Footnotes  are  not  necessary  unless  sta¬ 
tistical  data  are  presented  or  direct  quotes  are  used.  Direct  quotations  should 
not  exceed  20  percent  of  the  essay. 

CRITERIA:  Essays  should  reflect  an  explicitly 
Christian  perspective.  Essays  will  be  judged  on  the 
basis  of  content  and  originality  (40  percent),  style 
and  expressiveness  (30  percent),  clarity  and  gram¬ 
matical  construction  (20  percent)  and  neatness  (10 
percent). 

PREPARATION:  Submit  completed  application  form 
(see  below)  and  three  (3)  copies  on  white  paper  with 
one-inch  margins.  Essays  may  be  typed,  computer- 
printed  or  neatly  handwritten  and  should  be  double¬ 
spaced. 

AWARDS:  Grades  7-9,  1st  $500,  2nd  $250,  3rd  $125;  Grades  10-12,  1st  $750, 
2nd  $500,  3rd  $300.  Winning  essays  will  be  published  in  UMR  newspapers. 
DEADLINES:  All  essays  must  be  postmarked  by  Jan.  15,  1995.  Mail  essays  with 
completed  application  form  to:  Essay  Contest,  United  Methodist  Reporter,  RO. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 

Applications  and  information  may  be  obtained  from  the  Independent  Committee  on 
Alcohol  and  Drugs  for  United  Methodists,  P.O.  Box  532,  Richardson,  TX  75080. 
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PROPOSAL  CONSIDERED:  The 

United  Methodist  Commission  on  General  Con¬ 
ference  is  considering  a  proposal  to  set  aside 
the  first  day  of  the  10-day  1996  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  church’s  top  legislative  body,  for  a 
non-legislative  presentation  of  a  four-year  study 
of  the  church’s  ministry.  Discussion  in  small 
groups  would  be  followed  by  legislative  debate 
and  decision.  The  commission  also  selected  five 
cities — Des  Moines,  Cincinnati,  Detroit,  Minne¬ 
apolis  and  Cleveland — as  possible  sites  for  the 
church's  General  Conference  in  2000.  A  final 
recommendation  is  to  be  announced  this  spring. 


LOCAL  CHURCH  BASIC:  A  diverse 
group  of  United  Methodists  says  they  will  pro¬ 
pose  a  “missional  renewal”  dramatic  restruc¬ 
ture  of  churchwide  agencies  and  a  focus  on  the 
local  church  as  the  basic  instrument  of  global 
mission.  The  52  clergy  and  laity  released  in 
early  December  a  preliminary  document  outlin¬ 
ing  three  “essentials”  of  church  reform  under 
the  title  “The  Aldersgate  Covenant:  A  Call  to 
Missional  Renewal.”  Covenant  signers  are 
from  all  five  of  the  church’s  major  geographi¬ 
cal  jurisdictions  in  the  U.S.  and  from  17  annu¬ 
al  (regional)  conferences.  Half  are  from  Texas. 
Covenant  organizers  have  scheduled  meetings 
in  Pittsburgh  Jan.  6-7  and  Dallas  Jan.  13-14. 

PAINTING  TO  HELP:  An  oil  painting 
of  the  1736  meeting  in  Georgia  of  John  Wesley 
and  Chief  Tomochichi  soon  will  help  benefit 
ministerial  students.  The  historic  event  has 
been  captured  on  canvas  by  Mary  Selfridge  of 
Amarillo,  Texas.  A  memorial  scholarship  fund 
established  by  children  of  the  late  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Olin  C.  Cooper  will  receive  all  proceeds 
from  the  sale  of  prints  of  the  painting.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  providing  scholarship  assistance 
through  the  South  Georgia  United  Methodist 
Foundation,  the  prints  are  intended  to  height¬ 
en  interest  in  United  Methodist  history  and 
support  the  church’s  annual  observance  of  Na¬ 
tive  American  Awareness  Sunday. 


NEW  ADMINISTRATOR:  The  Rev. 
Charles  Wallace  of  San  Rafael,  Calif.,  has  been 
named  administrator  of  Mt.  Sequoyah  Confer¬ 
ence  and  Retreat  Center  at  Fayetteville,  Ark., 
effective  May  1995.  Dr.  Wallace  heads  United 
Camps,  Conferences  and  Retreats,  a  coopera¬ 
tive  of  seven  denominations  based  in  San  Ra¬ 
fael.  The  Rev.  Robert  E.  Young,  present  Mt. 
Sequoyah  administrator,  is  retiring  from  the 
center  owned  and  operated  by  the  church’s 
eight-state  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 


But  affluent  nations  had  hu¬ 
man  rights  problems  of  their 
own. 


Religious  violence  cited  as  threat 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 
Religion  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Violence 
spawned  by  ethnic  and  religious 
differences  posed  the  greatest 
threat  to  human  rights  in  1994,  but 
the  United  States  and  the  rest  of 
the  international  community  failed 
to  provide  the  moral  leadership 
necessary  to  stop  the  abuses,  Hu¬ 
man  Rights  Watch  said. 

“The  genocide  in  Rwanda  was 
only  the  most  horrendous  example 
of  a  phenomenon  that  ranged  from 
‘ethnic  cleansing’  in  Bosnia  and 
similar  atrocities  in  Nagorno-Kara¬ 
bakh  (in  the  former  Soviet  republic 
of  Azerbaijan),  to  increasing  xeno¬ 
phobia  and  anti-immigrant  hyste¬ 
ria  in  parts  of  the  West,”  the  New 


Report:  Countries' ' empty  rhetoric' 
falls  far  short  of  moral  challenges 


York-based  human  rights  monitor¬ 
ing  group  said. 

The  group’s  annual  report  paint¬ 
ed  a  bleak  picture  of  65  nations 
where  human  rights  were  routinely 
violated  and  a  community  of  na¬ 
tions  that  responded  with  empty 
rhetoric  to  urgent  moral  challenges. 

The  362-page  report  singled  out 
President  Bill  Clinton  for  particu¬ 
lar  criticism,  citing  his  failure  to 
take  stronger  action  to  stop  the 
carnage  in  Bosnia  and  Rwanda 
and  for  continuing  to  trade  with 
China  despite  its  poor  record  on 


human  rights. 

“President  Clinton  rarely 
showed  the  moral  leadership 
needed  to  build  public  support 
for  tough  human  rights  positions, 
allowing  the  pursuit  of  trade  and 
investment  to  dominate  foreign 
policy,”  Human  Rights  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  Kenneth  Roth  said 
at  a  press  conference. 

“With  the  administration 
trumpeting  trade  and  whispering 
about  human  rights,  victims 
worldwide  were  regularly  aban¬ 
doned.” 


One  of  the  few  bright  spots  on 
the  human  rights  scene  was  Pres¬ 
ident  Clinton’s  decision  to  use 
the  threat  of  military  force  to  re¬ 
store  ousted  Haitian  President 
Jean  Bertrand  Aristide. 

The  White  House  had  no  im¬ 
mediate  comment. 

In  addition  to  Rwanda  and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina,  the  report 
named  Nigeria,  Ethiopia,  Cam¬ 
bodia,  India  and  Russia  as  sites 
of  emerging  ethnic  and  religious 
strife. 

Abetted  violence 

“Some  governments  abetted 
violence  by  ignoring  or  endorsing 
it  when  directed  by  fundamental¬ 
ist  religious  groups,”  the  report 
said,  citing  activities  of  Muslim 
militants  in  Bangladesh  and  Pa¬ 
kistan  and  Hindu  militants  on 
the  island  nation  of  Mauritius, 
who  threatened  the  author  of  a 
book  on  sexual  violence  against 
women. 


“European  and  North  Ameri¬ 
can  governments  showed  their 
own  ambivalence  toward  ethnic 
and  religious  diversity  as  they  re¬ 
sponded  to  mounting  xenopho¬ 
bia  at  home  by  restricting 
asylum,”  the  report  said. 

The  Western  peace  plan  to  end 
the  war  in  the  former  Yugoslavia 
was  characterized  in  the  report  as 
one  that  would  divide  Bosnia  along 
ethnic  and  religious  lines  with  little 
meaningful  guarantees  of  minority 
rights. 

Renewed  slaughter  could  occur 
in  Rwanda,  the  report  warned,  as 
the  nation’s  Hutu  ethnic  group, 
blamed  for  the  genocide  earlier  this 
year,  regroups  in  Zairean  refugee 
camps  where  they  fled  after  rival 
Tutsi  troops  won  the  nation’s  civil 
war. 

Human  Rights  Watch  also  took 
aim  at  the  United  Nations  Secre¬ 
tary  General  Boutros  Boutros- 
Ghali  for  “squandering  .  .  .  the 
U.N.'s  unique  capacity  on  the  glob¬ 
al  stage  to  articulate  fundamental 
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A  Rwandan  mother  and  child 
hurry  into  a  refugee  camp  at 
dusk  in  Tanzania.  They  were 
among  the  estimated  millions 
fleeing  ethnic  violence  in 
their  homeland  (see  related 
story  at  left). 

human  rights  values  and  to  legiti¬ 
mize  their  enforcement.” 

Moral  equivalence 

The  United  Nations,  the  report 
said,  was  caught  in  a  conflict  be¬ 
tween  its  duty  to  prevent  the 
slaughter  of  innocent  civilians  and 
its  role  as  a  neutral  mediator  and 
provider  of  humanitarian  aid. 

“To  choose  impartiality  when 
both  tasks  must  be  performed  is  to 
signal  a  moral  equivalence  be¬ 
tween  victim  and  victimizer,”  the 
report  said. 

The  United  Nations’  stated  neu¬ 
trality  in  the  Bosnian  conflict — an 
effort  to  protect  peacekeepers  and 
provide  for  the  delivery  of  hu¬ 
manitarian  supplies — -resulted  in 
“a  policy  of  endless  compromise, 
which  placed  accommodation 
with  the  killers  above  protection 
of  their  prey.” 
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SARAJEVO — In  a  war  that  pits  Christians  and  Muslims  against  one  another,  soldiers  from  a  unit 
of  Bosnia  defenders  pray  during  the  funeral  of  a  comrade.  Bosnia-Herzegovina  was  cited  as  one 
of  the  worst  trouble  spots  in  the  world  where  religious  and  ethnic  differences  erupted  in  blood¬ 
shed  in  1994  (see  related  story  above). 


Churches,  education  chief  seek 


parents'  involvement  in  schools 


“Parents  and  guardians  need  to 
immerse  themselves  in  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  their  children  as  never  be¬ 
fore,”  the  one-page  statement 
declared.  “Children  need  the  imme¬ 
diate  and  constant  support  of  their 
families.” 

From  almost  the  beginning  of  his 
tenure,  Mr.  Riley  has  been  using  his 
position  as  education  secretary  to 
promote  greater  parental  involve¬ 
ment  in  education.  In  September  he 
released  a  research  report,  “Strong 
Families,  Strong  Schools,”  that  un¬ 
derscored  the  link  between  family 
involvement  and  learning. 

Joining  Mr.  Riley  at  the  news 
conference  were  representatives 
from  about  half  the  groups  endors¬ 
ing  the  statement,  including  the 
U.S.  Catholic  Conference,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Evangelicals, 
the  Religious  Action  Center  of  Re¬ 
form  Judaism  and  the  Progressive 
National  Baptist  Convention. 

The  common  statement  grew  out 
of  a  series  of  meetings  of  religious 
leaders  at  the  education  depart¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Riley  described  the  state¬ 
ment  as  a  first  step. 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 
Religion  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Encouraged 
by  Secretary  of  Education  Richard 
Riley,  representatives  of  33  reli¬ 
gious  denominations  and  organiza¬ 
tions  have  pledged  to  use  their 
influence  to  increase  parents’  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  education  of  their 
children. 

“It  is  highly  appropriate  in  this 
season  of  hope  and  faith  that  this 


diverse  and  distinguished  assem¬ 
blage  of  religious  communities  have 
come  together  to  express  their  com¬ 
mitment  to  America’s  children,” 
Mr.  Riley  said. 

Mr.  Riley  made  his  comments  at 
a  news  conference  at  Washington’s 
Children’s  Museum,  where  he  un¬ 
veiled  a  “Statement  of  Common 
Purpose  Among  Religious  Commu¬ 
nities  Supporting  Family  Involve¬ 
ment  in  Learning.” 


Churches  and 
education 
leaders  want 
parents  of 
children  like 
this  solitary 
scholar  to 
become  more 
involved  in  the 
nation's 
schools  (see 
related  story 
above). 
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Clergyman  says  recent  elections 
a  victory  for  anti-gambling  forces 


By  JORETTA  PURDUE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  United  Methodist  clergyman 
who  is  a  leader  in  the  fight 
against  gambling  and  the  expan¬ 
sion  of  gambling  declared  the  re¬ 
sults  of  November  voting  “a 
major  victory”  on  the  issue. 

Not  only  did  anti-gambling  ef¬ 
forts  prevail  in  more  than  half 
the  statewide  votes,  but  the  cred¬ 
ibility  and  strength  of  the  anti¬ 
gambling  campaign  also  were 
enhanced,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Tom  Grey,  spokesperson  for  Na¬ 
tional  Coalition  Against  Legal¬ 
ized  Gambling. 

Less  favorable  results 

County  results  were  less  favor¬ 
able.  Forces  opposing  gambling 
won  17  counties  and  lost  38 — 36 
in  South  Carolina — Mr.  Grey’s 
figures  show.  But  in  cities,  voters 
defeated  seven  gambling  propos¬ 
als  and  approved  two. 

All  but  two  states  already  have 
some  form  of  legalized  gambling, 
Mr.  Grey  said.  The  initiatives 


Gambling  interests 
"in  a  sense  . . .  bought 
three  elections  and  lost 
four  elections." 

— Tom  Grey, 
anti-gambling  organizer 


were  for  expansion,  usually  into 
another  form  of  gambling,  he 
added. 

In  Colorado,  Florida,  Rhode 
Island  and  Wyoming — four  of 
the  seven  states  where  gambling 
initiatives  were  on  the  ballot — 
voters  recorded  a  decisive  no, 
Mr.  Grey  said. 

Gambling  proposals  passed  in 
Missouri,  New  Mexico  and  South 
Dakota,  a  result  Mr.  Grey  refused 
to  count  as  a  loss — “we  will  win  in 
those  states  as  time  goes  on,”  he 
said.  Gambling  interests  in  those 
states  “out-spent  us  100  to  1 .” 

In  South  Dakota,  anti-gam¬ 
bling  forces  lost  by  a  smaller 
margin,  capturing  47  percent  of 
the  vote — rather  than  the  previ¬ 


ous  37  percent — even  with  the 
threat  that  a  statewide  income 
tax  would  be  imposed  if  gam¬ 
bling  was  not  favored,  he  added. 

South  Dakota’s  vote  represents 
the  fact  that  “47  percent  of  the 
people  have  felt  the  pain  and 
wanted  out  of  there — at  any 
price,”  Mr.  Grey  declared,  pre¬ 
dicting  that  anti-gambling  efforts 
will  win  the  state  next  time. 

'Bought  three  elections' 

Gambling  interests  “in  a  sense, 

.  .  .  bought  three  elections  and 
lost  four  elections,”  Mr.  Grey  as¬ 
serted. 

Losing  Florida  cost  gambling 
interests  an  estimated  $16.7  mil¬ 
lion,  he  added,  contrasting  large 
expenditures  against  no  opposi¬ 
tion  in  many  states  three  or  four 
years  ago. 

Major  skirmishes,  he  believes, 
are  looming  in  Texas,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Illinois,  Virginia  and  West 
Virginia. 

“I’ve  been  organizing  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  We’ve  got  Illinois  orga¬ 
nized,”  Mr.  Grey  said. 


Wesley  Theological  Seminary 

IS  PLEASED  TO  ANNOUNCE  A  NE  W SCHOLA RSIIIP 

The  Helen  Pumphrey 


ellows 


A  distinctive  opportunity  for  women  and  men  of  great  promise 
called  to  pastoral  ministry  in  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
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Master  of  Divinity  applicants  for  Fall  1995  nominated  for 
The  Dcnit  Fellows  awards  should  show  strong  academic 
achievement  and  promise,  as  well  as  gifts  and  grace  for  leadership 
in  the  church.  The  program  will  provide  full-tuition,  room  and 
board.  In  addition,  Dcnit  Fellows  will  receive  specially  designed 
educational  support  and  leadership  preparation. 

For  complete  application  materials  or  to  nominate  for  the 
Denit  Fellows  Program  contact  the  Office  of  Admissions  at 
4500  Massachusetts  Avenue,  NW  Washington,  DC  20016 
(202)  885-8659  or  1-800  882-4987 


Merry  fellowship  lauds  author 
for  showing  true  Christmas  spirit 


A  group  that  promotes  the  year¬ 
long  joy  of  Christian  faith  has  be¬ 
stowed  its  first  “True  Spirit  of 
Christmas”  award. 

The  interdenominational  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Merry  Christians  has  recog¬ 
nized  82-year-old  Sherwood  Eliot 
Wirt  of  Poway,  Calif.,  for  his  newly 
published  book.  The  Book  of  Joy. 

The  Portage,  Mich.-based  fellow¬ 
ship,  which  includes  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  intends  to  present  the  award 
annually  “to  the  person  or  organiza¬ 
tion  who  best  exemplifies  the  True 
Spirit  of  Christmas  Present.” 

Cal  Samra,  co-leader  of  the  fel¬ 
lowship,  said  Dr.  Wirt  was  chosen 
for  recognition  because  his  new 
book  “focuses  on  the  merry  men 
and  women  of  God  through  the  cen¬ 
turies.” 


The  fellowship’s  newsletter 
quotes  Dr.  Wirt:  “The  Bible  is  a 
book  of  joy.  When  the  Holy  Spirit 
brings  revival  to  our  generation,  it 
will  not  come  with  black  clouds  and 
premonitions  of  doom.  Revival  will 
come  when  the  churches  of  the  90s 
begin  laughing  and  singing  and  lov¬ 
ing  each  other  (and)  are  filled  with 
the  joy  of  His  salvation.” 

The  fellowship  also  presented  its 
first  “Scrooge  Award”  to  the  Jesus 
Seminar  for  its  timing  in  publish¬ 
ing — at  Christmas  1993 — a  book 
casting  doubt  on  Jesus’  identity  and 
teachings  (see  UMR.  Nov.  18). 

Mr.  Samra  said  the  Scrooge  was 
given  to  the  Jesus  Seminar  in  a 
light-hearted  manner  but  with  a 
grain  of  truth  in  it  as  well. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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Faith 

-connections 

CHAPLAIN  NEEDED:  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  a  sec¬ 
ondary  school  serving  a  predominantly 
Hispanic  community  on  the  U.S.  Mexico  bor¬ 
der  in  HI  Paso,  is  seeking  a  chaplain.  Applicant 
must  be  bilingual  with  experience  as  a  pastor 
or  campus  minister.  Contact  the  Office  of  the 
President,  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  517  S. 
Florence,  El  Paso,  Texas  79901. 

FEWER  IN  CONGRESS:  United 

Methodist  membership  in  the  newly  elected 
104th  Congress  has  hit  a  new  low,  with  63,  a 

decline  of  six  from  the  69  in  office  after  the 
1992  elections.  United  Methodists  fell  from 
second  to  third  place  as  Baptists  moved  into 
second  place  with  68  members.  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  remained  the  largest  group  by  far,  with 
148  members.  Presbyterians  are  in  fourth 
place.  Episcopalians  in  fifth  place  and  Jews  in 
sixth  place.  For  many  decades,  Methodists 
were  the  largest  religious  denomination  group 
in  Congress. 

RURAL  LIFE  SUNDAY:  The  United 

Methodist  Rural  Fellowship  is  offering  a  Rural 
Life  Sunday  resource  packet  with  12-page  book¬ 
let  ($5  postpaid).  Rural  Life  Sunday,  one  of  the 
denomination’s  special  days,  emphasizes  rural 
life  and  agriculture  and  is  traditionally  cele¬ 
brated  the  fifth  Sunday  after  Easter.  The  1995 
Rural  Life  Sunday  theme  is  “God’s  Gift  of 
Shalom:  Build  Community  Where  You  Are.” 
For  more  information  contact  the  United 
Methodist  Rural  Fellowship,  108  Balow  Wynd, 
Columbia,  Mo.  65203. 

BLACK  COLLEGE  FUND:  Ada  Jean 

Jackson,  a  United  Methodist  laywoman  and  a 
34-year  veteran  of  the  Nashville  metropolitan 
school  system,  will  head  the  Black  College 
Fund  and  Ethnic  Concerns  unit  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  effective  Jan.  1. 

EDUCATOR  DIES:  The  Rev.  Woodrow 
A.  Geier,  80,  a  veteran  Methodist  and  United 
Methodist  publication  and  higher  education 
executive,  died  Dec.  21  in  Nashville  after  a 
long  illness.  He  joined  The  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House  staff  in  1 940  and  moved  to  the 
church’s  Board  of  Education  in  1953,  where  he 
worked  until  retirement  in  1975.  He  was  in¬ 
ducted  into  the  United  Methodist  Association 
of  Communicators  Hall  of  Fame  in  1986. 

EVANGELISM  PROF  NAMED:  Wes¬ 
leyan  theologian  the  Rev.  W.  Stephen  Gunter 
has  been  named  associate  professor  of  evange¬ 
lism  at  United  Methodist-related  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity’s  Candler  School  of  Theology.  He  will 
work  closely  with  the  World  Methodist  Evange¬ 
lism  Institute  sponsored  by  the  seminary  and  the 
World  Methodist  Council.  Dr.  Gunter  was  dean 
and  professor  of  theology  at  Southern  Nazarene 
University  in  Oklahoma  and  was  on  the  staff  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  of  the  Servant  in 
Oklahoma  City  before  taking  the  Candler  posi¬ 
tion. 


Favorable  view  by  Wesley 
sends  Asbury  off  forever 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

BRISTOL,  U.K.— In  August 
1771,  23-year-old  Francis  Asbury 
rode  into  the  bustling  city  of 
Bristol  to  attend  conference  with 
John  Wesley’s  “Methodist” 
preachers.  Soon  he  would  leave 
England  forever. 

Bristol  was  a  thriving  center  of 
commerce  which  turned  its  face 
toward  the  “new  world.”  Its  ship¬ 
ping  channels,  among  England’s 
greatest,  allowed  a  brisk  trade, 
especially  in  glassware  and  wool¬ 
ens  with  the  American  colonies. 

Bristol  was  also  the  site  of  a 
highly  lucrative  slave  trade 
strongly  denounced  by  Wesley. 

Wesley  came  to  Bristol  in  1739 
at  the  invitation  of  a  close  friend 
from  his  Oxford  days,  George 
Whitefield,  who  was  attracting 
enormous  crowds  by  preaching 
in  the  open  air.  Whitefield  want¬ 
ed  to  return  to  the  American  col¬ 
onies  and  asked  Wesley  to  take 
over  his  preaching  duties. 

Although  Wesley  was  at  first 
skeptical  of  such  unorthodox 
practice  as  preaching  in  the  open 
air,  he  gave  the  idea  a  try  on 
April  2  in  a  brick  field  in  nearby 
St.  Philip’s  Marsh.  He  apparently 
created  a  sensation  among  the 
workers  by  showing  up  in  full 
clerical  regalia. 

The  response  was  so  encourag¬ 
ing,  say  present-day  Methodists 
in  the  area,  that  Wesley  was 
“hooked.”  He  began  forming  his 
converts  into  societies. 


tinues  the  coverage  of  Francis  As¬ 
bury,  the  “father  of  American 
Methodism,”  and  the  250th  anni¬ 
versary  of  his  birth  which  will  be 
celebrated  this  spring  and  sum¬ 
mer  in  England. 


A  month  later,  May  9,  Wesley 
purchased  land  on  a  cobblestone 
street  called  “The  Horsefair,”  re¬ 
ferring  to  horse  trading  there. 
Three  days  later,  Wesley  laid  the 
cornerstone  for  “The  New 
Room”  where  his  societies  could 
meet  and  he  could  expound  the 
Scriptures. 

It  was  the  first  Methodist 
building  in  the  world. 

Over  the  years,  Wesley  contin¬ 
ued  to  use  Bristol  as  well  as  Lon¬ 


don  as  a  center  of  Methodist 
activities.  According  to  local 
lore,  his  open  air  preachers  were 
the  pop  stars  of  their  day. 

The  conference  to  which  Asbury 
was  heading  on  that  August  day 
was  held  in  “The  New  Room.” 

John  Wesley  occupied  rooms 
on  the  upper  floors  of  the  chapel 
and,  through  a  unique  interior 
window,  would  often  watch  his 
preachers  deliver  their  sermons. 

He  must  have  cast  a  favorable 
eye  on  young  Francis  Asbury,  be¬ 
cause  when  Wesley  issued  his 
1771  call  for  preachers  for  the 
American  colonies,  he  selected 
Asbury  and  one  other  from  the 
several  who  volunteered. 

Several  weeks  later,  Asbury 
sailed  for  Philadelphia  from  Pill, 
a  few  miles  outside  of  Bristol. 

After  eight  days  at  sea,  Asbury 
wrote  in  his  journal,  “Whither  am 
I  going?  To  the  New  World.  What 
to  do?  To  gain  honour?  No,  if  I 
know  my  own  heart.  To  get  mon¬ 
ey?  No;  I  am  going  to  live  to  God, 
and  bring  others  so  to  do.” 

Bristol  today  is  a  sparkling  city 
with  magnificent  cathedrals, 
cheery  shops,  museums  and 
friendly  residents. 

But  the  site  that  draws  Meth¬ 
odists  from  around  the  world  is 
John  Wesley’s  Chapel,  “The  New 
Room,”  which  houses  not  only 
the  chapel  but  the  rooms  John 
and  Charles  Wesley  used  when 
they  stayed  there  and  memora¬ 
bilia  of  the  Wesley  brothers,  of 
Francis  Asbury  and  other  notable 
early  Methodists. 


REPORTER  STAFE  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


BRISTOL,  U.K. — Bristol  Cathedral  is  the  site  of  concerts  being 
held  in  conjunction  with  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
Francis  Asbury,  known  as  the  father  of  American  Methodism 
(see  related  stories). 


Many  hymns  birthed  in  Charles'  house 


BRISTOL,  U.K. —A  short 
walk  from  John  Wesley’s  Chapel, 
or  “The  New  Room,”  in  Bristol 
(see  related  story  above)  is  the 
townhouse  of  his  brother, 
Charles. 

In  some  circles,  norabiy  church 
musicians  of  all  kinds  in  most 
Christian  denominations, 
Charles  is  the  better  known. 

Charles  Wesley  is  the  great 
hymn  text  author  whose  work 
helped  sweep  the  Methodist  move¬ 
ment  around  the  world  on  a  wave 
of  song  and  whose  hymns  are  sung 
throughout  the  world  today. 

The  latest  (1989)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Hymnal,  for  example,  con¬ 
tains  51  hymns,  8  poems  and  6 
responses  by  Charles  Wesley, 
who  prolifically  poured  his  theol¬ 
ogy  into  poetry  which  was  later 


set  to  music. 

Among  works  of  Charles  Wes¬ 
ley  in  the  current  hymnal  are  “O 
For  a  thousand  Tongues  to 
Sing,”  “Love  Divine,  all  Loves 
Excelling,”  “Hark  the  Herald 
AjvgeVs  Sing”  and  “Christ  the 
Lord  Is  Risen  Today.” 

Charles  Wesley  came  to  Bristol 
in  1739  to  join  John  in  open-air 
preaching,  a  radical  departure 
from  Church  of  England  practice 
in  which  they  had  grown  up.  He 
married  Sarah  (“Sally”)  Gwynne 
in  1749.  They  had  eight  children, 
five  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

In  the  attic  rooms  of  their 
home,  Charles  wrote  many  of  his 
7,000  hymns.  In  the  music  room, 
Sally  taught  her  two  sons,  Charles 
junior  and  Samuel,  to  play  the  vio¬ 
lin  and  harpsichord.  They  were  to 


become  two  of  the  most  eminent 
musicians  of  their  day. 

Unfortunately,  the  historic 
house  in  which  they  lived  and 
worked  has  fallen  on  hard  times. 
Although  the  Wesley  house  and 
the  house  adjoining  it  are  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  property,  they  are 
dank  and  stale.  If  the  necessary 
funds  can  be  used,  however, 
plans  are  under  way  to  turn  the 
Charles  Wesley  house  into  a 
Charles  Wesley  Heritage  Centre 
and  the  house  next  door  into  a 
home  for  a  resident  custodian. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Dennis 
Hearle,  deputy  warden  of  “The 
New  Room,”  plans  have  been 
made  to  furnish  the  two  ground 
floor  rooms  as  they  may  have 
been  originally. 


Sally’s  basement  kitchen  will 
also  be  restored  to  its  1 8th  centu¬ 
ry  character.  Upstairs,  a  room  of 
memorabilia  and  pictures  de¬ 
scribing  the  life  and  ministry  of 
Charles  Wesley  is  planned.  A  dis¬ 
play  of  manuscripts  of  hymns 
and  copies  of  hymnbooks  from 
countries  where  Charles  Wesley 
hymns  are  still  sung  is  planned 
for  the  attic  rooms. 

Mr.  Hearle  lamented  to  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  only  a  fraction  of  the 
approximately  $500,000  needed 
for  the  renovation  and  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  houses  has  been 
raised. 

United  Methodists  interested 
in  this  project  may  contact  the 
Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young,  P.O.  Box 
128001,  Nashville,  TN  37212- 
8001. 


13  commissioned  for  missions  outside  U.S. 


From  news  reports 

ATLANTA — The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  recently  commissioned  13 
missionaries  for  work  outside  the 
United  States. 

The  commissioning  service  fol¬ 
lowed  14  weeks’  training  at  the 
church’s  Mission  Resource  Center. 

Training  included  spiritual  for¬ 
mation  retreats,  theological  and 
biblical  foundations  for  mission, 
cross-cultural  experiences,  physical 
conditioning  and  courses  at  the  two 
seminaries  which  cooperate  in  the 
center,  Emory  University’s  Candler 


School  of  Theology  and  the  Interde¬ 
nominational  Theological  Center. 

The  missions  board  trains  per¬ 
sonnel  for  service  outside  the  U.S. 
each  fall  and  spring  and  personnel 
for  service  within  the  U.S.  each 
summer. 

New  missionaries,  the  church’s 
regional  conference  from  which 
they  come,  and  their  new  assign¬ 
ments  are: 

■  Delores  Carter,  West  Ohio,  as¬ 
signed  to  ministries  with  women, 
children  and  youths  in  Jos,  Nigeria. 

■  Franklin  Carter,  West  Ohio,  fi¬ 
nancial  representative  of  the  Global 
Ministries  board  in  Jos,  Nigeria. 


■  Janice  McLain,  Oregon-Idaho, 
Global  Ministries  financial  repre¬ 
sentative  in  Monrovia,  Liberia. 

■  Nancy  Osgood,  New  York,  co¬ 
ordinator  of  volunteers-in-mission 
teams,  Port  au  Prince,  Haiti. 

■  The  Rev.  Robert  Osgood,  New 
York,  department  of  lay  training, 
Methodist  Church  of  Haiti. 

■  The  Revs.  James  and  Neva 
Thom  Perdue,  Iowa,  pastoral  as¬ 
signments  to  Rosario,  Argentina. 

■  Elizabeth  Ryder,  Baltimore- 
Washington,  teach  at  the  English- 
speaking  school  of  Lubumbashi, 
Zaire. 

■  Tom  Ryder,  Baltimore-Wash- 


ington,  Global  Ministries  financial 
representative,  Lubumbashi,  Zaire. 

■  The  Rev.  Jarrell  Tyson,  Okla¬ 
homa,  director  of  new-church  de¬ 
velopment,  Moscow,  Russia. 

■  Natalie  Tyson,  Oklahoma,  as¬ 
signed  to  new-church  development 
and  ministries  with  women,  chil¬ 
dren  and  youths,  Moscow,  Russia. 

■  The  Rev.  Donna  Lou  Van- 
Buren,  East  Ohio/Tennessee,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  pastoral  care,  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  Dasmarinas, 
Philippines. 

■  Diana  Wingeier-Rayo,  North¬ 
ern  Illinois,  work  with  women  and 
youths,  Methodist  Church  in  Cuba. 


CLASSIFIED  j 

RATES:  S  1.35  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion,  $27.00  minimum  charge  for  up  to 
20  words.  Blind  ads  $20.00  plus  $10.80  for 
the  8  words  to  insert  our  contact  information. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved 
in  advance. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
Mountain  Home,  AR  is  seeking  a  person  to  fill 
the  position  of  Director  of  Discipleship  with 
youth  and  young  adults.  Experience  neces¬ 
sary.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with 
experience.  Send  resume  to:  Pam  Ross,  SPR 
Committee  Chairperson,  605  W.  6th  St., 
Mountain  Home,  AR  72653.  j 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  FULL-TIME.  2100- 
member  church,  active  youth  program  in 
place.  Experience  and/or  certification  pre¬ 
ferred.  Available  January  1.  Resume:  Shelby 
Rowan,  Box  3846,  Bryan,  TX  77805.  (409) 
779-1324.  Fax:  (409)  775-2173.  Closing:  Jan¬ 
uary  15. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FOR  2600-MEMBER 
church.  Responsible  for  comprehensive  music 
-ministry.  Bachelor  of  Music  required.  Master 
of  Music  preferred.  Experience  required.  Send 
resume  to:  Search  Committee.  P.O.  Box  1959, 
Alma,  AR  72921. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/ 
Youth,  1 1  50-member  church.  Experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  Active  youth  program.  Education 
needs  strengthening.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to:  East  Naples  UMC,  2701  Airport 
Rd.  S..  Naples.  FL  33962. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  DOWNTOWN 
2800-member  church.  Experience  preferred. 
Send  resume  to:  Mr.  Charles  Darr,  First-Cen¬ 
tenary  UMC,  P.O.  Box  208,  Chattanooga,  TN 
37401.  | 

3500-MEMBER  CHURCH,  DFW  METRO, 
seeking  Director/Minister  of  Local  Mission  & 
Assimilation.  Full-time  (40  hours  + )  with 
competitive  start  salary/benefits.  Report  di¬ 
rectly  to  Senior  Minister,  coordinate  with 
staff.  Resume  to:  Local  Mission,  FUMC,  530 
Elm  St.,  Hurst,  TX  76053.  (817)  282-7384 
ext.  27.  Fax:(817)  282-5867. 

PART-TIME  CHOIR  DIRECTOR  AND  Or¬ 
ganist  at  Preston  Hollow  UMC,  6315  Walnut 
Hill  Lane.  Dallas.  TX  75230  Contact:  Rev. 
Tom  Brown  at  (214)  363-4393.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable  with  experience. 

Methodist  Mission  Home/San  Antonio  now 
accepting  applications.  Texas  and  New  Mexi¬ 
co  residents  call  (210)  696-7021  for  informa¬ 
tion. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  WANTED  to  as¬ 
sume  responsibilities  for  well-established 
youth  program  at  a  1 500-member  church  in 
Southeastern  New  Mexico.  Looking  for  an  en- 
ergetic,  enthusiastic  person  who  wants  to 
share  the  love  of  the  Lord  with  young  people. 
Salary  according  to  experience  and  qualifica¬ 
tions.  Send  resumes  to:  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1913,  Roswell,  NM 
88202-1913. 

SPRING  THROUGH  WINTER  in  the  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $190  week, 
$700  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Moun- 
tainview  Guest  House,  Drawer  1096,  Waynes- 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

ATTN.  CHURCH  TREASURERS—  Affordable 
window  based  accounting  software  designed  for 
church  financial  reporting.  Send  $10.00  (refund¬ 
able  upon  purchase)  for  details  and  demo  disk.  K 
&  K  Software,  120/  Nathan  Boone.  Fort  Gibson, 
OK  74434.  I 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tapc 
cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal. 
Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1- 
800-728-0573.  j 

Churches  advised  to  change 
pastor's  payment  accounting 


BylUDY  GANGLER 

DALLAS — Some  federal  income 
tax  issues  warrant  immediate  atten¬ 
tion  by  congregations  as  they  pre¬ 
pare  for  1995. 

Changes  are  needed  in  the  way  lo¬ 
cal  churches  budget  and  account  for 
their  pastors’  compensation,  accord¬ 
ing  to  John  Spencer,  a  retired  Inter¬ 
nal  Revenue  Service  (IRS)  agent 
working  with  the  United  Methodist 
regional  Oklahoma  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  He  spoke  to  a  recent  tax  semi¬ 
nar  for  pastors  and  church  treasurers 
at  Spring  Valley  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas. 

Mr.  Spencer  said  that  changes  in 
the  treatment  of  church-related 
business  expenses  have  diminished 
pastors’  tax  benefits.  Examples  he 
listed  were: 

■  Pastors’  expenses  must  be  ac¬ 
counted  as  itemized  deductions  and 
reduced  by  two  percent  of  the  pas¬ 
tor’s  adjusted  gross  income,  and 

■  Deductions  for  meal  and  enter¬ 


tainment  expenses  have  been  limited. 

Mr.  Spencer  said  that  by  creating 
reimbursement  plans  and  expense 
allowances  from  the  pastor’s  com¬ 
pensation,  churches  can  improve 
their  pastor’s  tax  situation. 

Mr.  Spencer  advised  churches  to 
establish  accountable  reimburse¬ 
ment  plans.  Such  a  plan  would  re¬ 
quire  pastors  to  submit  receipts  and 
logs  to  receive  reimbursement,  in¬ 
cluding  mileage  expenses  at  the  IRS 
rate  of  29  cents  per  mile.  He  also 
said  an  itemized  budget  should 
show  one  line  for  reimbursable 
business  expenses  for  each  staff  per¬ 
son  with  an  established  reimburse¬ 
ment  plan. 

According  to  Mr.  Spencer  these 
plans  must  be  established  before  the 
start  of  the  year  or  before  the  assign¬ 
ment  of  a  new  pastor.  Unlike  an  al¬ 
lowance,  he  said,  unused  expense 
budgets  cannot  be  paid  to  the  pastor. 

Ms.  Gangler  is  a  Dallas-based  pri¬ 
vate  tax  consultant  for  clergy. 


He  dreamed  of  a  better  world 
where  children  would  “not  be 
judged  by  the  color  of  their  skin  but 
by  the  content  of  their  character.” 


Your  Human  Relations  Day  offering  supports  more  than  50 
churches  and  community  organizations  working  to  build 
that  better  world. 


They  are  helping  youth  of  all  races  and 
backgrounds  to  grow  in  self-esteem, 
Christian  values,  leadership  skills  and 
a  determined  hope  for  their  future. 


Join  United  Methodists  throughout 
our  nation  in  celebrating  Human 
Relations  Day  on  January  15, 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.'s  birthday.* 
Give  to  the  special  offering  that 
supports  ministries  vital  to  the  dreams 
and  development  of  young  people. 


Give  to  the 
Human  Relations  Day 
I  offering. 


Be  sure  your  church  orders  the 
Human  Relations  Day  leaflets, 
poster  and  video  to  interpret 
the  important  ministries 
supported  by  you r  offering. 
Call  United  Methodist 


Communications 
at (615) 742-5110. 


'Or  celebrate  Human 
Relations  Day  at  a 
more  convenient 
time  tor  your 
church. 


Faith  dimensions _ 5 

The  United  Methodist 
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Potato  project  head  says  more 
food  needed  for  America's  hungry 


UMR  FILE  PHOTO 


CHAMBERSBURG,  Pa. — A  shift  in  federal  spending  on  surplus  food 
distribution  may  directly  affect  church  “soup  kitchens"  like  this 
one,  whose  volunteers  minister  to  the  nutritional  needs  of  hungry 
street  people  (see  accompanying  story). 


By  )ORETTA  PURDUE 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— The  Society 
of  St.  Andrew,  a  not-for-profit  orga¬ 
nization  perhaps  best  known  for  its 
Potato  Project,  has  declared  its  first 
emergency  in  the  project’s  11 -year 
existence. 

Founded  by  two  United  Methodist 
clergymen  and  based  in  Big  Island, 
Va.,  the  society  has  distributed  more 
than  170  million  pounds  of  salvaged 
produce  to  feed  the  hungry. 

The  organization  foresees  a  win¬ 
ter  when  “a  lot  of  people  are  going 
to  go  hungrier  than  ever”  unless  the 
church  steps  in,  said  the  Rev.  Ray 
Buchanan,  co-director. 

Shift  in  federal  spending 

The  change  is  mostly  due  to  a  shift 
in  federal  spending,  he  said.  He  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  government  program 
to  make  surplus  foods  available  to 
the  poor,  which  was  begun  in  1973, 
started  purchasing  foods  about  six  or 
seven  years  ago  as  surpluses  declined 
and  the  need  grew. 

In  1993,  $80,000  was  appropriat¬ 
ed  for  food  purchases,  but  only 
$25,000  was  allocated  in  1994  to 
provide  food  for  the  year  that  be¬ 
gins  this  winter,  Mr.  Buchanan  said. 

Although  the  difference  went  to 
other  food  programs,  the  shift 
leaves  the  homeless  and  others  who 
do  not  qualify  for  food  stamps  or 
other  programs  short,  he  said,  and 
“110  million  pounds  of  food  that’s 
not  going  to  be  in  the  system  this 
winter  has  to  be  made  up.” 

Supplying  20  million  pounds 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  has 
been  supplying  an  average  of  20 
million  pounds  of  food  a  year,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Buchanan. 

“We  are  in  a  position — just  be¬ 
cause  that’s  what  we  do — to  help 


" A  lot  of  people  are 
going  to  go  hungrier 
than  ever." 

— the  Rev.  Ray  Buchanan 


meet  that  shortfall,  but  we  can’t  do 
it  without  everyone  in  the  church 
being  aware  and  taking  a  part,”  Mr. 
Buchanan  said. 

In  one  example  Mr.  Buchanan 
cited,  six  food  banks  serving  Mis¬ 
souri  estimated  their  shortfall,  due 
to  the  changes,  at  2  million  to  2.5 
million  pounds  and  asked  the  Soci¬ 
ety  of  St.  Andrew  if  it  could  make 
up  the  difference. 

“In  the  past  decade  we’ve 
shipped  only  about  2.5  million 
pounds  of  potatoes  into  Missouri 
and  now  they  want  equal  to  that  in 
one  winter,”  Mr.  Buchanan  said. 
“The  church  is  the  bottom  line  . . . 
on  all  this.” 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  harvesting 
goes  on  someplace  in  the  United 
States  every  month.  Produce  that 
does  not  meet  size  or  shape  stand¬ 
ards  is  available  free,  and  all  else 
that’s  needed,  he  added,  “is  the  fi¬ 
nancial  wherewithal  to  ship  it.” 

Moves  donated  produce 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  pro¬ 
vides  bags,  transportation  and  dis¬ 
tribution  to  move  donated  produce 
from  fields  and  warehouses. 

One  important  source  of  funds  is 
the  United  Methodist  Men’s  Meals 
for  Millions  program,  which  gave 
more  than  $161,000  to  the  Potato 
Project  in  1993. 

Other  United  Methodists  can 
contribute  to  the  work  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety  of  St.  Andrew  with  donations  to 
Advance  Special  No.  801600-0 
through  their  local  churches. 

“The  church  could  feed  every 


hungry  person  in  this  country  if  we 
decided  to  do  it,”  Mr.  Buchanan  de¬ 
clared.  “The  United  Methodist 
Church,  by  ourselves,  could  go  a  far 
way  down  that  track.” 


The  United  Methodist  Church, 
because  of  its  structure  and  tradi¬ 
tions,  “could  take  the  lead  in  elimi¬ 
nating  hunger  in  the  United 
States,”  he  said. 


_ _  t. 

Christmas  gifts:  gold,  frankincense,  myrrh 


COLUMBIA  PICTURES  PHOTO  BY  PATRICK  CAMBOUUVE 

Natalie  Portrman  is  the  12-year-old  protege  of  Jean  Reno,  a 
hitman,  in  “The  Professional,"  a  Columbia  Pictures  release. 
This  gift  is  myrrh  (see  accompanying  review). 


By  RON  SALFEN 

Glitter  of  Gold 

In  Star  Trek:  Generations, 
Heaven  is  a  time  warp  called  a 
nexus,  where  you  live  in  your 
most  cherished  memory  or  even 
in  a  moment  that  could  have 
been,  because  you  can  undo  your 
regrets  there,  too. 

But  even  the  old  and  new  cap¬ 
tains  of  The  Enterprise  together 
cannot  be  satisfied  with  wallowing 
in  peaceful  moments  as  long  as 
there  is  work  to  be  done  and  a 
place  or  risk  and  the  unknown 
where  they  can  “make  a  differ¬ 
ence.” 

Heaven  may  indeed  be  restful, 
but  for  the  restless  of  spirit  it’s  go¬ 
ing  to  have  to  be  adventurous,  too, 
or  it’s  going  to  seem  more  like  that 
other  place  (Revelation  20-21). 

You  don’t  have  to  be  a  true 
Trekkie  to  enjoy  Generations, 
though  a  past-his-prime  William 
Shatner  is  more  endearing  in  wry 
self-parody  than  an  action  hero. 
But  you  do  have  to  have  an  open 
mind  for  jump-suit  morality 
plays,  even  wrapped  in  high-tech 
space  guise. 

The  plot  is  pedestrian:  They 
overcome  cosmic  obstacles,  with 
all-too-apparent  ease.  But  they 
also  tickle  the  imagination  and  in¬ 
voke  the  mystery  of  religious  hope 
by  calling  into  question  what  a  fu¬ 
ture  bliss  would  be  like  and  wheth¬ 


er  it  would  be  a  place  that  would 
send  us  ahead  to  the  past. 

Pungency  of  frankincense 

Jezebel  was  deceitful,  conniv¬ 
ing,  cunning,  vindictive  and 
without  compunction,  and  that 
doesn’t  even  include  her  well- 
chronicled  apostasy. 

So  it  is  with  Demi  Moore  in 


Disclosure.  That  they  both  “get 
theirs”  in  the  end  is  satisfying 
only  in  a  vindictive  sort  of  way, 
because  those  who  breathe  vio¬ 
lence  cannot  be  reproached,  only 
destroyed  (1  Kings  16-21  and  2 
Kings  9). 

Disclosure  is  a  thoroughly 
modem,  memorable  treatment  of 


the  hot-button  topic  of  sexual  ha¬ 
rassment,  which  is  itself  not 
about  sex  but  about  power  and 
control,  which  is  what  really  mo¬ 
tivates  all  Jezebels,  regardless  of 
time,  space  or  gender. 

The  starkness  of  myrrh 

The  Professional  is  a  very  un¬ 
usual  tale  about  the  juxtaposition 
of  violence  and  tenderness  or 
murderous  adults  and  their  ef¬ 
fects  on  children. 

Jean  Reno  is  Saul,  a  profes¬ 
sional  warrior  and  a  lonely  man 
of  violence,  driven  by  his  own 
demons. 

Natalie  Portman  is  his  armor- 
bearer,  a  mere  child  but  far  from 
naive  and  innocent,  hoping  to 
learn  the  ways  of  victory  but  in¬ 
stead  being  forced  to  participate  in 
a  magnificent  defeat  ( 1  Samuel  3 1 ). 

The  Professional  is  at  once  gen¬ 
tle  and  heartless,  poignant  and 
cruel,  brutal  and  tender,  reticent 
and  tempestuous,  real  and  surre¬ 
al,  heart-warming  and  disturb¬ 
ing.  It  is  both  a  triumph  and  a 
tragedy,  and  the  adventurous 
viewer  will  feel  all  the  intensity 
of  the  inherent  tensions  of  this 
sad  and  remarkable  film. 

Mr.  Salfen  is  pastor  of  the  Ne- 
shaminy-Warwick  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Hartsville,  Pa.,  and  a 
frequent  reviewer  of  films  and 
videos  for  the  Reporter. 


Methodists,  Catholics  ask  sacramental  question 


By  ALICE  M.  SMITH 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAVANNAH,  Ga.— If  Method¬ 
ists  recognize  two  sacraments  and 
Roman  Catholics  seven,  what  will 
achieve  full  sacramental  union  so 
members  of  the  two  faiths  can  share 
the  Lord’s  Supper? 

That,  say  participants  in  a  top- 
level  Roman  Catholic  and  Method¬ 
ist  dialogue,  is  the  ultimate 
question,  which,  at  this  time,  is  un¬ 
answerable. 

But,  although  no  quick  or  easy  so¬ 
lution  to  this  perplexing  question 
exists,  Roman  Catholics  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  are  coming  to  a  bet¬ 
ter  understanding  and  greater 
appreciation  of  one  another 
through  a  series  of  dialogues  that 


began  in  1967  and  continued  re¬ 
cently  in  Savanah. 

Even  as  the  two  churches  spell 
out  their  likenesses  and  differences, 
“unity  is  the  imperative  and  the 
dream  we  both  share,”  said  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  James  W.  Malone 
of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  co-chairman 
of  the  dialogue  and  a  participant 
since  the  discussions  began. 

The  Rev.  Geoffrey  Wainwright, 
Methodist  co-chairman,  said  cur¬ 
rent  participants  may  not  see  full 
union  between  the  churches  in  their 
lifetimes. 

“Nevertheless,  it  is  important  . . . 
to  continue  making  some  progress,” 
said  the  British  Methodist  clergy¬ 
man  and  professor  at  Duke  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Durham,  N.C. 


With  regard  to  sharing  the  Lord’s 
Supper,  the  two  churches  still  have 
a  great  deal  to  work  out,  Methodists 
“have  an  open  table”  where  every¬ 
one  is  welcome,  said  the  Rev.  Joe 
Hale,  general  secretary  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  but  Roman 
Catholics  “do  not  feel  they’re  ready 
to  do  that.” 

The  council,  a  federation  of 
Methodist  bodies  around  the  globe, 
is  the  official  Methodist  sponsor  of 
the  discussions. 

While  Methodists  and  Roman 
Catholics  are  far  apart  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  sacraments  they  recognize, 
dialogue  participants  find  parallels 
and  commonalities  among  the  two 
churches’  beliefs. 

For  example,  Methodists  do  not 


recognize  penance  or  reconciliation 
as  sacraments  but  “certainly  are 
aware  of  the  need  to  confess  our 
sins  and  to  receive  God’s  forgive¬ 
ness,”  Mr.  Wainwright  said. 

Furthermore,  the  two  sacraments 
recognized  by  Methodists —  bap¬ 
tism  and  the  Lord’s  Supper — have  a 
“privileged  position”  among  seven 
in  the  Catholic  Church,  he  added. 

After  recognizing  the  parallels 
among  the  two  churches’  view  of 
sacraments,  he  continued,  the  next 
step  is  to  ask,  “Is  it  really  important 
that,  for  one  side,  this  is  called  sac¬ 
rament  and,  for  the  other  side,  it 
isn’t?  Then  we  start  to  explore.” 

Ms.  Smith  is  executive  director  of 
the  Georgia  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  Council. 


Conflicts  mar  season 


Religion  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— It  started  out  as  a 
great  way  to  raise  money  for  chari¬ 
ty:  artists  donating  their  work  for 
display  in  the  windows  of  Barneys, 
an  upscale  clothing  store  in  New 
York,  and  then  auctioning  it  off, 
with  the  proceeds  going  to  two 
schools  for  the  disadvantaged. 

But  one  of  the  309  art  works — a 
version  of  the  traditional  creche 
scene  with  Bart  Simpson  figures  as 
the  three  kings  and  pop  star  Ma¬ 
donna  as  Mary — drew  the  wrath  of 
the  Catholic  League  for  Religious 
and  Civil  Rights. 

The  league  called  the  work  “an 
insulting  anti-Christian  exhibit”  in¬ 
tended  to  “show  disrespect  for  the 
rights  of  Catholics.” 

League  officials  made  the  rounds 
of  local  TV  and  radio  talk  shows  de¬ 
nouncing  the  exhibit.  Soon  the  store 
received  hundreds  of  outraged  tele¬ 
phone  calls. 

Barneys  quickly  removed  the  of¬ 


fending  work,  “Hello  Kitty  Nativity 
Scene,”  and  took  out  its  own  full- 
page  newspaper  ad  apologizing. 

“Since  our  intention  was  first  and 
foremost  charitable*  we  removed 
this  (offending)  work  and  returned 
it  to  the  artist,”  the  ad  said. 

“It  was  never  our  intention  to  of¬ 
fend  anyone  with  this  exhibition 
and  we  sincerely  regret  any  offense 
that  was  taken.” 

A  quite  different  conflict  emerged 
in  Carbondale,  Ill.  following  the  city’s 
annual  Christmas  parade.  A  float 
with  a  bloodied  actor  portraying  Je¬ 
sus  hanging  from  a  cross  prompted 
angry  calls  to  parade  organizers. 

Parade  coordinator  Diane  Dorsey 
said  she  received  about  two  dozen 
calls  complaining  about  the  float. 

But  the  Rev.  Terry  Haynes,  pastor 
of  Door  Christian  Fellowship 
Church,  which  sponsored  the  float, 
said  his  church  was  “trying  to  identi¬ 
fy  the  whole  meaning  of  Christmas, 
and  the  ultimate  meaning  is  Jesus 
did  give  his  life,  God  gave  a  gift.” 


Writers  see  behind  effort  to 
purge  masculine  references 


By  LYCURGUS  M.  STARKEY 

The  Politics  of  Prayer  is  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  essays  from  Catholic,  Ortho¬ 
dox,  Protestant  and  Jewish  writers, 
clergy  and  laity,  linguists  and  poets, 
theologians  and  biblical  scholars, 
men  and  women  which  addresses 
the  “political  correctness”  pressure 
in  the  churches  to  translate  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  prayer  and  worship  into 
“Femspeak.” 

The  various  writers  in  this  pro¬ 
vocative  volume  see  behind  this 
massive  effort  to  purge  all  mascu¬ 
line  references  from  Scripture, 
hymns,  prayers  and  church  dis¬ 
course  a  political  power  grab  in¬ 
tended  to  equalize  feminine 
leadership  in  the  churches. 

Several  essays  seek  to  answer 
feminist  objections  to  male  lan¬ 
guage  in  prayer  and  praise.  The  case 
is  made  repeatedly  for  a  generic  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  word  “man” 
alongside  its  specific  male  refer¬ 
ence,  both  of  which  have  an  800- 
year  tradition  in  the  English 
language  and  antecedents  in  New 
Testament  Greek. 

The  essayists  in  this  book  see  no 
great  need  to  eliminate  generic 
“man,”  understood  and  accepted 
for  centuries  in  standard  English  us¬ 
age  as  embracing  all  human  beings, 
from  our  religious  language. 

Attempts  to  find  so-called  “inclu¬ 
sive”  language  to  replace  the  gener¬ 
ic  “man,”  “he,”  “him”  drive  our 
words  of  worship  to  awkward  and 
ludicrous  extremes. 

The  argument  that  some  women 
feel  excluded  by  masculine  words 
rests  on  a  superficial  understanding 
of  the  language.  According  to  the 
book,  the  super  sensitive  should  not 
coerce  the  liturgical  practice  of  a  far 
larger  majority  of  women  and  men. 

Justice  and  equality  of  treatment 
for  women  in  the  church  and  soci¬ 
ety  are  necessary;  the  arrogant  and 
coercive  intrusion  of  the  political 


Book  Review 

The  Politics  of  Prayer:  Feminist  Lan¬ 
guage  and  the  Worship  of  God. 
Edited  by  Helen  Hull  Hitchcock 
(San  Francisco:  Ignatius  Press, 
1992). 


correctness  of  “Femspeak”  into  the 
worship  of  our  churches  is  not. 

This  assault  on  our  mother 
tongue  and  the  language  of  faith  be¬ 
comes  most  critical  when  all  refer¬ 
ences  to  the  first  person  of  the 
Trinity  are  expunged  from  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  prayer. 

Clergy  are  increasingly  using  a 
Gloria  non-patri.  rewritten  hymns, 
prayers,  doxologies  and  creeds  so  as 
to  eliminate  any  reference  to  God 
the  Father  and  associated  “male” 
pronouns. 

“God,  the  God”  is  invoked  as  the 
first  person  which  moves  us  toward  a 
binarian  if  not  a  Unitarian  doctrine  of 
the  diety.  The  functions  of  the  triune 
God,  Creator,  Redeemer,  Sanctifier 
(or  Sustainer),  sometimes  used  as  a 
substitute  for  “God  in  three  Per¬ 
sons,”  is  a  return  to  the  Sabellian  her¬ 
esy  rejected  by  the  early  Church. 

The  Politics  of  Prayer  authors  see 
a  subtle  heretical  shift  toward  non- 
Christian  religion,  which  is  explicit 
in  some  extreme  segments  of  this 
movement. 

Sociologists  Peter  and  Brigitte 
Berger  conclude  their  article:  “The  ex¬ 
pansion  of  Femspeak  beyond  its  origi¬ 
nal  or  less  sectarian  circles  . . .  must  be 
understood  as  part  of  the  cultural  im¬ 
perialism  of  the  new  knowledge  class, 
seeking  to  improve  its  language,  val¬ 
ues,  and  political  control  over  the  oth¬ 
er  classes  in  society.” 

Dr.  Starkey,  a  retired  United 
Methodist  clergyman,  teaches  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  history  and  doctrine 
at  Eden  Theological  Seminary  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 


Carol  of  three  ' kings' 
penned  by  NYC  priest 


We  three  kings  of  Orient  are: 

Bearing  gifts  we  traverse  afar, 

Field  and  fountain,  moor  and 

mountain. 

Following  yonder  star. 

O  star  of  wonder,  star  of  light. 

Star  with  royal  beauty  bright. 
Westward  leading,  still  proceeding. 
Guide  us  to  thy  perfect  light. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

In  Matthew  2  we  are  told  that 
“There  came  wise  men  from  the 
east  to  Jerusalem,  saying  where  is 
he  that  is  bom  King  of  the  Jews?  for 
we  have  seen  his  star  in  the  east, 
and  are  come  to  worship  him” 
(KJV). 

King  Herod  sent  them  to  Bethle¬ 
hem,  where  they  found  Jesus  and 
“presented  him  with  gifts;  gold, 
frankincense,  and  myrrh.” 

Mark,  Luke  and  John  make  no 
reference  to  these  “wise  men.” 

The  legend  of  these  men  has 
grown  across  the  years  and  given 
them  distinct  personalities.  Clergy, 
laity,  authors,  composers  and  art¬ 
ists,  in  painting,  prose,  stained-glass 
windows  and  carols,  have  added  to 
the  story. 

An  initial  step  was  to  change 
“wise  men”  into  “kings.”  In  the 
Latin  version  of  Matthew’s  Gospel, 
the  original  word  “magi”  refers  to 
Persian  astrologers.  In  later  inter¬ 
pretation  the  meaning  of  the  word 
included  “men  of  great  wisdom.” 

In  art  forms  of  the  early  church, 
the  Wise  Men  were  shown  to  be 


History 
of  Hymns 


Melchior,  Balthazar 
and  Caspar  are  the 
names  that  have  become 
attached  to  the  men. 


two,  three  or  four. 

The  three  gifts  that  they  brought 
became  quite  representational.  The 
gifts  were  sometimes  interpreted  as 
suggesting  significance  in  the  life  of 
our  Lord — gold  for  kingship,  frank¬ 
incense  for  worship  and  myrrh  for 
sacrifice,  recognizing  Christ  as 
King,  Priest  and  Lamb. 

Melchior,  Balthazar  and  Caspar 
are  the  names  that  have  become  at¬ 
tached  to  the  men.  Melchoir  is  de¬ 
picted  as  an  old  man,  Balthazar  as 
middle-aged  and  Ethiopian,  and 
Caspar  as  a  young  man. 

The  words  and  music  of  the  carol 
were  written  by  John  H.  Hopkins 
Jr.,  distinguished  Episcopal  minis¬ 
ter,  influential  in  both  church  music 
and  the  liturgical  arts.  He  wrote  the 
carol  in  1857  while  he  was  an  in¬ 
structor  in  church  music  at  the 
Genera]  Theological  Seminary  in 
New  York  City. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"O  God  Our  Help  in  Ages  Past" 


A 

new 

beginning 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden 


Dr.  Arthur  B.  Hardy  is  president  of  the  Phobia  Soci¬ 
ety  of  America.  He  is  a  psychiatrist  who  has  spent  years 
developing  programs  to  treat  people  with  phobias.  He 
says  that  while  we  all  have  fears,  there  is  a  vast  differ¬ 
ence  between  a  phobia  and  a  normal  fear.  With  a  pho¬ 
bia,  you  sweat,  get  weak  in  the  knees,  get  a  tightness 
around  the  chest,  hyperventilate,  become  breathless, 
your  mouth  gets  dry  . . .  etc.  (It  gets  even  more  graphic.) 


There  are  a  lot  of  phobias: 


Achiophobia 

Acrophobia 

Aeremophobia 

Agoraphobia 

Anthrophobia 

Claustrophobia 

Hydrophobia 

Scopophobia 

Topophobia 


— fear  of  crowds 
— fear  of  heights 
— fear  of  flying 
— fear  of  open  spaces 
— fear  of  people 
— fear  of  enclosed  places 
— fear  of  snakes 
— fear  of  being  stared  at 
— fear  of  public  speaking 


One  other  phobia  on  the  list  especially  caught  my  eye  —  and  this  is 
one  I  never  would  have  thought  of:  Ecclesiaphobia  —  fear  of  going  to 
church! 

We  live  in  a  time  when  its  easier  to  criticize  the  church  and  stay 
home.  But  there  is  much  to  celebrate  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

★  An  aliveness  is  growing  among  the  laity. 

★  A  renewed  sense  of  mission  is  growing  in  our  churches. 

★  Covenant  groups  such  as  those  gathered  for  Disciple  Bible  Study 
are  becoming  more  numerous. 

★  Clergy  are  “conferencing”  in  support  groups  all  over  the  state. 

Dr.  Hardy  suggests  that  one  gets  rid  of  phobias  by  learning  a  new 
language  (a  new  way  of  looking  at  the  negative)  and  by  “practicing  a 
routine  in  the  face  of  fear.” 

If  “Ecclesiaphobia”  is  a  problem  with  our  Louisiana  Methodists 
who  have  been  staying  away  from  worship.  New  Year’s  Day  is  a  great 
time  to  overcome  this  concern. 

Hope  you  will  be  in  worship  —  this  Sunday. 


Begin  The  Year  With  God 
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Celebrate!  with  Cynthia  and  Celia! 


Bishop's  Confirmation  Days 
for  1995  set  in  three  areas 


Confirmation  Days  with  the 
Bishop  are  planned  for  young  peo¬ 
ple  scheduled  to  experience  Confir¬ 
mation  in  the  Spring  of  1 995. 

The  events  also  will  be  for  Chris¬ 
tian  educators,  mentors  and  other 
adults  involved  in  the  process  with 
the  confirmands. 

Purpose  of  the  Confirmation 
Days  with  Bishop  Oden  is  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  uniqueness  of  United 
Methodism. 

Tri-district  events  will  be  held 
from  2  to  5:30  p.m.  at  the  following 


times  and  places:  Acadiana,  Alexan¬ 
dria  and  Lake  Charles  districts, 
Sunday,  March  5,  First  UMC,  DeR- 
idder;  Baton  Rouge,  New  Orleans 
and  North  Shore  districts,  Satur¬ 
day,  April  1,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  and  Monroe,  Ruston 
and  Shreveport  districts,  Sunday, 
April  23,  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  Ruston. 

The  announcement  is  made  so 
persons  involved  can  get  the  dates 
on  the  1995  calendar  of  events.  Fur¬ 
ther  information  will  be  forthcom¬ 
ing. 


St.  Mark  UMC  plans  Covenant  Services 


In  many  of  the  local  churches, 
New  Year’s  Eve  and  New  Year’s 
Day  will  be  a  time  of  reflection  and 
rededication. 

Instead  of  making  New  Year’s 
resolutions,  members  of  St.  Mark 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  plan  to  make 
and  keep  a  covenant  with  God  for 
1995. 

A  John  Wesley’s  Covenant  Ser¬ 
vice  will  include  part  of  the  stew¬ 
ardship  campaign.  Members  will 
sign  covenant  cards  pledging  time, 


gifts  and  services  to  the  church  in 
1995. 

Rev.  Randall  Campbell,  pastor, 
will  lead  the  service  on  Jan.  1.  Dur¬ 
ing  Advent,  various  members  of  the 
church  have  shared  their  ideas 
about  the  importance  of  the  church 
and  the  covenant  in  their  lives. 
Kendrick  Woods  will  speak  on  New 
Year’s  Day  about  the  “need  to  re¬ 
spond  to  the  blessings  God  has  be¬ 
stowed”  on  members  of  the 
congregation. 


January  Conference  Calendar 

7  VISION  2000  Meeting,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  9a.m. 

7  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Southern  half  of 
state)  St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

9-13  Audit  Week  . 

1 1  Last  Day  for  Receiving  1 994  Apportionments  in  Conference 
Office 

13- 15  “Louisiana  Happening”  #5,  Tall  Timbers 

14  License  to  Preach  School  For  Local  Pastors  (Northern  hall  ol 
state)  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

14- 16  Cabinet  Retreat 

1 5  Human  Relations  Day 

1 9-2 1  North  Louisiana  Ashram 

21  VISION  2000  Meeting,  Dillard  University,  New  Orleans 

21  Monroe  District  “My  Job”  Training,  First  UMC,  Monroe, 

9:30  a.m.-12:30  p.m.  , 

21  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Northern  halt  ot 
state)  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

22  United  Methodist  Women’s  Sunday 

25- 26  Cabinet  Meeting 

26- 27  Convocation  of  Boards,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

27  Conference  Board  of  Laity  Meeting,  Radisson  Hotel  (formerly 
Sheraton),  Baton  Rouge,  7:30  a.m. 

27  Conference  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  Head¬ 
quarters  Bldg.,  10:00  a.m. 

27  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  3 
p.m. 

27- 28  CCYM  Meeting 

28  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Northern  halt  ot 
state)  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

28  License  to  Preach  School  for  Local  Pastors  (Southern  half  ol 
state)  St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

28  Conference  Youth  Serving  Ministries,  First  UMC,  Alexandria, 
10:00  a.m. 


Cynthia  Wilson-Felder 


Youth  form 
Lifesavers 

A  sub-district  youth  group  has 
been  formed  in  Ruston  District. 
There  are  30  youth  on  roll  from  a 
total  of  12  United  Methodist,  Pres¬ 
byterian  and  Baptist  churches,  Rev. 
Karen  Edenfield,  reports. 

Purpose  is  for  smaller  churches  to 
have  opportunities  that  a  larger 
group  affords,  she'said. 

The  group  has  named  itself  Life- 
savers:  Teens  in  Christ,  because 
they  believe  youth  should  be  in 
ministry  to  other  youth. 

Rev.  Scott  Edenfield  has  formed  a 
youth  choir  which  added  12  to  17 
youth  to  the  group.  They  have  sung  at 
community  and  parish-wide  events. 

Officers  are  in  charge  of  the 
group’s  functioning.  Counselors 
participate  but  have  worked  toward 
self-sufficiency  by  the  youths. 

A  youth  group  and  the  choir  meet 
weekly.  Once  a  month  the  youths 
meet  for  a  fellowship  activity,  fund¬ 
raiser  or  service  event. 

Rev.  Karen  Edenfield  organized 
the  youth  organization  with  the 
support  of  Rev.  James  Poole,  super- 
iptendent,  Ruston  District. 

Rev.  Roger  Templeton,  director, 
Conference  Youth  and  Campus 
Ministries  said,  “1  encourage  other 
small  churches  to  revitalize  their 
youth  ministries  by  employing  this 
model.  I  would  be  delighted  to  help 
them  get  organized.” 


Two  recording  artists  who  have  Louisiana  connec¬ 
tions  and  who  have  been  with  Louisiana  Conference 
on  other  occasions,  will  be  leaders  in  the  VISION  2000 
training  sessions  for  Celebrating  Congregations  in  Jan¬ 
uary.  We  will  welcome  back  Cynthia  Wilson-Felder 
and  Celia  Whitler. 

m  In  addition  to  working  with  the 

Celebrating  Congregations  they 

MkTaY'TU  wdl  Present  and  lead  mus'c  for  the 
_  entire  assembled  groups.  Whitler 
will  be  featured  at  the  initial  meet¬ 
ing  Saturday,  Jan.  7,  at  Centenary  College  of  Louisiana 
in  Shreveport  and  Wilson-Felder  at  the  training  ses¬ 
sion  Saturday,  Jan.  21,  at  Dillard  University  in  New 
Orleans. 

What  a  joyous  way  to  start  the  new  year!  What  a 
splendid  way  to  worship  and  rededicate  ourselves  to 
serving  God  through  the  church!  As  the  VISION  2000 
theme  indicates,  we’re  “Moving  Forward  in  Faith.” 

Louisiana  native 

A  native  of  New  Orleans,  Wilson-Felder  graduated 
magna  cum  laude  from  Dillard  University.  She  re¬ 
ceived  a  Master  of  Sacred  Music  degree  from  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU.  where  she  is  an  adjunct 
professor. 

As  a  vocalist,  music  director  and  clinician,  Wilson- 
Felder  “inspires  listeners  with  her  three  and  a  half  oc¬ 
tave  range,  unique  talents  and  inspiring  witness.” 

In  her  more  than  30  years  of  music  ministry,  she  has 
directed,  taught  and  performed  for  churches,  convoca¬ 
tions  and  other  gatherings  in  more  than  40  states  and 
in  Canada,  Bermuda,  Russia  and  Israel.  She  has  been 
song  leader  for  Louisiana  Conference  sessions  in 
Shreveport. 

As  a  diaconal  minister,  Wilson-Felder  directs  the 
music  ministry  of  Hamilton  Park  UMC,  Dallas,  and  is 
a  music  consultant  to  local  churches. 

Black  tradition 

In  1981  she  helped  a  UM  National  Task  Force  de¬ 
velop  Songs  of  Zion,  a  comprehensive  worship  re¬ 
source  of  music  from  the  Black  tradition  and  the 
Liturgy  of  Zion,  Come  Sunday,  its  companion  publica¬ 
tion. 

Her  solo  albums  There’s  Another  Witness,  and 
Through  the  Eyes  of  A  Child  were  released  on  the  I  Am 
That  1  Am  label.  Warner  Brothers  released  her  latest 
solo  album  New  Songs  of  Zion  Featuring  Cynthia  Wil¬ 
son-Felder  on  the  Warner  Alliance  label. 

She  and  her  husband,  Rev.  Luther  B.  Felder  II,  are 
parents  of  two  daughters. 

Centenary  graduate 

The  other  songbird,  Celia  Whitler,  holds  bachelors 
degrees  in  Christian  education  and  in  elementary  edu¬ 
cation  from  Centenary  College. 

Three  years  ago,  Whitler  resigned  from  teaching 
public  school  to  pursue  a  career  in  music.  Since  then, 
she  has  recorded  two  albums.  Make  Me  Worthy  and 
Steadfast  Heart. 

Whitler  sings  primarily  to  youth  in  UM  settings. 
From  conference  rallies,  to  local  church  concerts  and 


retreats,  she  is  involved  in  a  variety  of  events. 

Her  singing  is  more  than  just  a  job.  “1  know  God  has 
called  me  to  a  ministry  of  music,  using  my  growth  ex¬ 
periences  as  a  Christian  to  encourage  others  in  their 
journey,  “  she  said.  “I  am  excited  about  my  songs.  I 
know  they  reflect  God’s  ministry  to  my  heart  in  my 
struggles.  They  challenge  me  to  be  all  God  wants  me  to 
be,  and  I  hope  others  will  benefit  from  hearing  them.” 

Being  a  United  Methodist  married  to  a  full-time  di¬ 
rector  of  youth  ministries  in  a  local  UM  church, 
Whitler  understands  the  local  church  and  works  with 
congregations  in  planning  events  that  meet  the  indi¬ 
vidual  needs.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
William  V.  Sirman.  He  serves  the  Cross  Roads-Hall 
Summit  UM  Charge. 

Whitler  has  sung  at  previous  VISION  2000  sessions. 

t 

Begin  with  music 

Participants  should  arrive  at  9  a.m.  for  pre-service 
music.  Worship  will  begin  at  9:30  a.m.  After  that,  the 
individual  sessions  are  to  begin.  They  will  continue 
until  4  p.m. 

Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  director,  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  has  urged  all  congregations  to  participate 
by  sending  representatives. 

“Please  choose  one  area  —  Serving,  Nurturing,  In¬ 
viting  or  Celebrating,”  she  has  said.  “Attend  one  of  the 
workshops  and  experience  a  joy-filled  day  of  learning 
and  fellowship.” 

Registration  at  the  events  will  be  $5.  Beverages  are 
to  be  provided  but  persons  attending  will  bring  bag 
lunches.  For  additional  information  call  Akin,  504- 
346-1646,  or  Rev.  Carl  Rhoads,  VISION  2000  chair, 
504-626-0918. 


Pearl  River  UMC  Prayer  Garden 
is  a  place  to  feel  close  to  God 


l  come  to  the  garden  alone,  while 
the  dew  is  still  on  the  roses ...” 

For  people  who  feel  closer  to  God 
in  a  garden  than  anywhere  else  on 
earth,  Pearl  River  UMC  has  the  an¬ 
swer.  Their  church  has  provided  a 
Prayer  Garden  as  a  place  of  medita¬ 
tion  and  prayer  for  the  community. 

Rev.  Gene  Faurie,  pastor,  said 


Gail  Sullivan  plays  the  piano  to  accompany  singing  of  members  of 
the  Ruston  sub-district  youth  group,  Lifesavers:  Teens  in  Christ. 


Mary  Frances  Robinson,  ABOVE,  sketched  this  picture  of  "The 
Good  Samaritan"  for  a  program  on  the  United  Thank  Offering  for 
United  Methodist  Women  of  Homer.  Other  participants  were  Re- 
bekah  Parks,  Elaine  Pearson  and  Paula  McIntosh.  President  is  Hessie 
Watson. 


Around  the 
Conference 

The  United  Methodist  Men  of  St. 
Matthews’s  UMC,  Metairie,  spon¬ 
sored  a  Christmas  Family  Night. 
Presented  were  portraits  of  all  min¬ 
isters,  associates  who  are  serving  or 
have  served  the  church  and  of  those 
entering  the  ministry  from  St.  Mat¬ 
thew’s  UMC.  Some  of  the  former 
ministers  were  present.  The  presen¬ 
tation  for  the  church  was  made  by 
Michael  Murphy,  UMM  president, 
to  Jean  Greene,  chair  of  Adminis¬ 
trative  Council.  Jim  Henderson, 
sportscaster  for  WWL,  was  speaker. 

*  *  * 

The  Banner  Brigade  of  Munhol- 
land  UMC,  Metairie,  is  seeking  sev¬ 
eral  thousand  fabric  ‘diamonds’  to 
complete  the  Family  Cloth  Project 
at  the  church.  Liturgical  banners  are 
to  be  created  of  the  fabrics  donated 
by  members  and  friends.  Persons 
desiring  to  contribute  fabric  may 
call  Steve  Hendershot,  504-887- 
0317. 


the  Prayer  Garden  was  the  idea  of 
Frank  and  Karen  Hoyt. 

“Since  so  many  insurance  poli¬ 
cies  require  the  church  doors  to  be 
locked,  people  in  our  communities 
have  lost  those  valuable  quiet 
places  to  meditate  and  pray,”  he  said. 
“So  the  church  decided  to  act  upon 
the  Hoyts’  idea  for  clearing  a  path 
through  the  wooded  area  of  the 
church  property  for  the  garden.” 

This  provided  a  quiet,  peaceful 
place.  Benches  have  been  placed  in 
four  areas. 

“At  each  stop,  the  ‘prayer  pil¬ 
grim’  is  provided  with  Scripture 
readings  for  reflection  and  encour¬ 
agement,”  Faurie  mentioned. 

Hoyt  and  a  committee  wrote  Bi¬ 
ble  verses  on  little  wooden  plaques 
which  they  shelacked  for  weather¬ 
proofing.  These  are  interspersed 
throughout  the  garden  area. 

Other  members  planted  shrubs. 
Plans  are  underway  to  add  flowers. 
When  funds  are  available  a  rock 
trail  from  the  church  to  the  Prayer 
Garden  is  planned. 

The  garden  was  dedicated  at  the 
church’s  Homecoming  Sunday  last 
month  when  Rev.  Carl  Rhoads,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  North  Shore  District, 
spoke  and  officiated  at  the  dedication. 

“We  sang  some  hymns  including 
‘In  the  Garden’  at  the  different  stops 
along  the  way,  “Faurie  said.  “We  got 
good  response  from  the  kids.” 

The  congregation  plans  for  the 
Prayer  Garden  to  be  an  ongoing 
project. 


